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THE TRAINING OF MEDIUMS

SOME OF THE PROBLEMS TO BE FACED

By J. B. M’INDOE
(Ex-President of the Spiritualists’ National Union)
CLAIRVOYANCE and clairaudience provide us with evidence of different
modes of communication corresponding to sight and hearing. The clair-
voyant talks of ** seeing,”” of something ** building up,”’ of being ** shown "’
a scene or an object. The clairaudient claims to ** hear ”’ the message which
she passes on. Observation suggests that there are processes involved
corresponding to seeing and hearing. But there are other mental Mediums
who neither claim to see nor to hear, but merely to sense or to feel, yet they
may give very detailed and evidential communications.
Mediums dealing with unfamiliar
words  or

#

pronunciations provide
interesting subject matter. We have
English Mediums visiting Scotland
or Wales, coming up against per-
sonal names and place-names whosc
spelling is anything but phonetic.
The first contacts of the Mediums
with such conditions are the most
suggestive, before they have quite
realised that

“foreign’ tongue.

they uare using a
The clairvovant

ahead
hesitation, pronouncing the words

will go  straight without

‘

she ' sees,” in the way in which an
Iinglish-speaking person would ex-
pect them to be pronounced. But

the clairaudient will pronounce the

unfamiliar word in a hesitating way,
may say: ‘‘Is that right? " or
*“ Is there word? ' and
her pronunciation will probably be

such a
J. B. M'INDOE
correct, or very nearly so.

An instance of this sort occurred at a public meeting in Scotland, when I
was sitting beside the Medium on the platform.
someone whose name she pronounced in a hesitating way, '‘ In-glees,”’ and,
turning to me, asked: ‘‘ Is that right? > The Christian name which had
been given, and other items in the message, indicated a lady who would be
known at least by repute to a good many in the audience.
interposed, suggesting ‘‘ Ing-gils "’ or * Ing-ils,”
pronunciation common in Scotland of the name spelt *‘ Inglis.
pronunciation by English people is ** In-glis.”

She gave a message from

Some of them

two forms of

" The usual
The Medium told me she
had never heard the name before. Though, apparently, no one in the audience
was then aware of the fact, I learned afterwards that the lady in question
had, in fact, always used the pronunciation of her name which the Medium
had given. Something equivalent to the perception of sound must have
occurred at some stage in the transmission of that message.

Tom Tyrrel, the famous Lancashire Medium of a quarter of a centurv ago,




