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RESOLUTIONS “#f=-==~~~ THE EXPERIMENTAL METHOD

A PHILOSOPHER’S VIEWS ON
PSYCHICAL RESEARCH

By B. ABDY COLLINS, C.LE.
SOME cighteen months ago (Licut, May 5th, 1938) I wrote a criticism of
the presidential address delivered to the Society for Psychical Research
by Lord Rayleigh, the well-known physicist. He has now been succeeded in
that office by Professor Henry H. Price, of New College, Oxford.

Mr. Price is a philosopher—not a scientist. His field of work is rather
speculation and abstract reasoning than observation and experiment. This
gives him some advantages, if to the scientist it seems to involve handicaps,
in approaching the subject of Psychic Research. The question at issue may
broadly be said to be whether the
Universe can be explained on a
material basis or not. Natural
scicnce, e.g., physics, chemistry
and biology, is based on observa-
tion and experiment in the field of
matter. This group of studies,
each within its own sphere, has
achieved wonderful results by these
methods, and those trained in this
way consider that anything that
does not square with the body of
laws they have thus established is
so ‘‘antecedently improbable’’ that
they are not justified in adopting
any hypothesis inconsistent with it,
unless and until every other possible
hypothesis conforming  with i,
however apparently absurd, has
been tried out and discarded. It is
difficult for the scientist starting B. ABDY COLLINS, C.I.E.
with the idea that nothing is real
which cannot in some way impinge on sense-perception to approach a field
that may be occupied by discarnate and intangible entities.

A philosopher is free from these trammels. Some of the greatest thinkers
in the past have argued that mind is different from matter and there is nothing
to prevent their lineal successors from following in their footsteps. This
frecdom from any sort of prejudice makes the opinions of Prof. Price
additionally interesting. He starts his presidential address by admitting that
knowledge of Psychical Research has been derived almost entirely from

his
reading, and hardly at all from personal investigation. ‘* Nor,”’ he adds,
‘* has my reading been very extensive.”’ He, therefore, asks i advance for
forgiveness for ** the combination of ignorance and temerity which 1 shall
probably display.”

In point of fact, though he is once or twice obviously handicapped by lack
of acquaintance with the literature of the subject, Professor Price gave one of
the most thoughtful and interesting addresses ever delivered to the Society.




