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CROSSING TO THE OTHER SIDE
WHAT A SENSITIVE SAW AS THE MOMENT OF
DEATH APPROACHED
By MR S . O S B O R N E

LEONARD

JN L i g h t of January 30th, I read with great interest an
account of what Andrew Jackson Davis saw while
sitting at the bedside of a patient who was dying. One
incident impressed me very much, as I had recently
observed exactly the same phenomenon while watching
over a relative by marriage who was passing over to
the Other Side.
This relative was a man of 76, who had been extremely
active all his life. Though he suffered from heart trouble
and other complications for some years, he was usually
doing some work about his house or garden ; in fact he
was doing so until a few days before his passing.
On January 7th, some complications of an exceedingly
difficult nature set in, and the doctor assured the family
that, as the patient drew near to his passing, he would
need two nurses to manage him, and he strongly advised
them to send him to a Nursing Home. Acting on this
advice, they agreed; an ambulance quickly arrived
and conveyed him to a local Nursing Home within
easy walking distance of their house.
The family (his invalid wife and three daughters)
were able to visit him frequently during the daytime,
but were rather disturbed at the idea of leaving him
alone (except for the night nurse at the Home) all night,
as all his life he had been accustomed to his wife sleeping
in the same bedroom, and the certainty that his eldest
daughter was within easy call, and would be with him
at any moment. One of the daughters was suffering
from heart trouble herself, another was recovering
from an indisposition; the third had to look after her
mother and a sister-in-law who had been marvellously
helpful, and was not very well.
I had a strong impression that I must ask to be
allowed to be with the patient during the nights till
he passed over, as I had discovered by personal ex
perience that one can definitely help the dying. One
can make the physical conditions easier, and also
help the departing spirit to disconnect itself peacefully
and gently from the physical body. I knew that my
husband (who is the patient’s brother, and who himself
passed over eleven months ago) wished me to be with
his brother during the nights until his passing, so that

when the time came I might help him in the same way
that I had helped my husband should he happen to pass
during the night time. I had a strong conviction that
he would do so, and felt it would comfort his family
to know that he had some one whom he knew with him,
and also to tell them exactly how he passed.
So at 10 p.m. on the night of January 9th, I arrived
at the Nursing Home. A terrible gale was raging;
torrents of rain were Filing, and the wind blew with
tremendous force.
The Sister in charge had told me that afternoon that
it might possibly be a week before my brother-in-law
passed over, and suggested I should defer the sitting-up
at night with him until later on. Quite naturally they
did not welcome strangers being in the Home all night.
Obviously, some people might make themselves a
nuisance, but I assured them I would not be a trouble
in any way, so they had kindly placed an armchair at
my disposal where I could sit about five feet away from
the patient, and watch him with the aid of a good light
from an electric table lamp on the mantelpiece.
When I arrived, he was only partly conscious, but
seemed to realise I was present. He had a healthy
pink colour in his face, head, neck and body, and feet
nice and warm.
Acting on instructions I had received from my
husband, I had made up my mind not to try to seek
any possible phenomena, but to “ give out ” to the
patient in every way, instead of using up any available
power myself.
One physical help I had been advised by the Other
Side to give to the dying is to give drinks of plain water
as often as possible, in sips while the patient can swallow,
and when that is obviously impracticable, to dip a small
portion of a linen handkerchief in water, and insert
it in the mouth for a few seconds at intervals. (It
was explained that the etheric body could make use
of the water to strengthen itself, and render the
separating process easier, i.e., as the physical body
grew weaker the etheric body grew stronger through
absorption of the water.).
The lips, mouth, and upper part of the throat of the
dying become dry and sometimes sore, so I moistened
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another handkerchief with glycerine, and wiped out opaque. The figure and face had their back to me,
his mouth continually. This and the water evidently but partly turned to the right, so that I saw the profile
comforted him, as he smiled slightly each time, and slightly. It was that of a girl of about eighteen years
sighed contentedly. Between doing this, I sat in the of age. She was dressed in an old-fashioned manner, of
armchair, facing him sideways, when I could watch about the time 1880, I guessed. She wore a greyish
or lavender coloured dress, with a slight buStle effect,
every expression.
Mentally I called on three doctor friends in Spirit- and deep flounces on the skirt. The bodice was moulded
Life. These three helped me with my husband’s passing. tightly to her figure, which was extremely slim. She
I asked them to help in assisting the etheric body to was bending over the patient in a kind of attentive
and expectant manner.
withdraw from the physical gently and peacefully.
(Afterwards the patient’s relatives told me this was
About midnight, I became strongly aware of the
presence of these doctor friends. I did not see them, his sister, who died at the age of eighteen, and whom,
but I knew they were there. Every hour the Nurse of course, I had never seen).
This vision lasted about the same time as the stream
who was on night duty in the Home came in on her
of light, then disappeared. I remained seated in my
rounds and looked at the patient.
The gale was dying down, and there was peace and chair; the patient still breathed. Then suddenly a
quiet in the room. Occasionally, the patient moved strange stillness crept into the room. Ohe cannot
slightly into a more comfortable position, but otherwise describe it. It is like a complete suspension o f everything,
seemed to be unaware of, and untroubled by his sur as if all life is stopped for a few moments. During it
roundings.
His breathing still remained regular, I heard the breathing going on, but this extraordinary
stillness persisted. I had noticed it on a previous
though rather heavy, and his colour good.
In between attending to his physical needs, such as occasion while watching by a dying person.
I have already described, and adjusting bedclothes
“ SIMPLY A W IT H D R A W A L ”
according to his temperature, I persistently held the
I got up and stood by the bedside again. The breath
thought of peace and hope over him, thoughts which ing stopped, quite suddenly, yet with absolute ease.
are so well expressed in the lines by Adelaide A. Procter : There was no gasp, or sign of the slightest discomfort;
simply a withdrawal. One could not think of it in any
Child, do not fear,
other way. It did not seem like “ death,” that is,
We shall reach our home to-night,
as many people visualise death when they think of it
For the sky is clear,
as a difficult or painful process, but I knew he had
And the waters bright;
ceased to function in his physical body.
And the breezes have scarcely strength
I did not call the Nurse, as I was impressed to talk
To unfold that little cloud,
quietly to him, telling him to dissociate himself from
That like a shroud
the physical, and give himself entirely into the care of
Spreads out its fleecy length :
the Spirit-Friends that were around him, with absolute
Then have no fear.
Soon after 4 a.m., I went and sat in the armchair confidence. Then I called Nurse, and together we gave
by the fire. About 5 or 10 minutes past 4 o’clock the last physical attentions to the cast-off body that
I saw—clearly, and apparently objectively— a bright remained behind. All the time I held the thoughts
stream of light playing between the head and feet of of peace and well-being positively in my mind.
May I say here that I feel that it is a great help
the patient.
to
the departing spirit (who may not have entirely
A STREAM OF REDDISH G O LD LIG H T
This stream or line of light was of a reddish gold disentangled his new body from the old one, and who
colour, very vivid. It might be likened to the colour m a y be conscious to some extent—what ¡extent one
of forked lightning when seen in the distance over the cannot say—of influences and personalities around
sea. It was rather arched in shape, like a crescent, him) if some familiar and trusted person attends to,
but the arch not quite so accentuated. The ends of or assists in those “ after death ” ' attentions called
the stream of light did not seem to be attached to the “ laying out ” which have, of necessity, to be carried
out so quickly after death has occurred ?
I know
physical head and feet, but to something invisible to
that
some
people
look
upon
it
as
an
unpleasant,
or even
me, that seemed to be about six or eight inches im
uncanny
task,
but
surely
a n y action, any service which
mediately above the physical head and feet.
The “ stream ” seemed to be alive, exactly as Andrew may give comfort to another soul in ah important
Jackson Davis described it, as if animated by a current change or crisis, should be looked upon as a privilege,
a thing of beauty, a chance to serve, and [what better
of vital electricity.
time
is there than at that greatest change of all, the-—
I was amazed at this phenomenon, as I had not seen
anything like it before. I was able to observe it for “ road’s last turn,” which, asHoratius Boiiar said-,leads
Where the hidden wound is healed]
about thirty or forty seconds. After that it faded,
Where the blighted life re-blooms,
or I lost the power of seeing it, so I rose and went over
Where the smitten heart the freshness
to the bed. The patient still went on breathing naturally
Of its buoyant youth resumes ;
as before. I felt impressed not to touch his body in
Where the love that here we lavisli
the region in which the light had been playing (he was
On the withering leaves of time,
lying on his back), but by putting my hand carefully
Shall have fadeless flowers to fix on
under the bedclothes sideways I assured myself that
In an ever spring-bright clime :
his hips, legs, and feet were comfortably warm.
Where we find the joy of loving,
I sat down again, and at 4.45 I noticed that the part
As we never loved before,
of the room in which the bed stood became enveloped
Loving on, unchilled, unhindered,
in a kind of mist, so that it was isolated or shut off from
Loving once and evermore ;
its surroundings, forming a kind of little world of its
Brother, we shall meet and rest
own. The outer edge of the mist was roughly circular
’Mid the holy and the blest!
in form. It was clearest in the centre, immediately
round the patient, then became denser towards the
I must confess I was tempted to omit the last two
edge. It was rather like looking at a scene through a lines, because I don’t want to rest too itiuch “ Over
circular window or port hole.
There,” and I hope I shan’t meet only the “ holy and
In this mist I saw several forms. I could not dis the blest,” unless their “ holiness ” has been diluted
tinguish their faces, as most of them were in the thicker with a sense of humour, a spirit of joy, arid even fun,
part of the mist, but one of them stood very near the as so many of our Spirit Friends assure us they possess,
bed, between myself and the patient. Part of the bed and which after experiencing many years of com
was blotted out by the form, which appeared to be munication between the two worlds, I believe to be true.
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GREAT SHEFFIELD GATHERING
ADDRESSES BY TH E DUCHESS O F HAMILTON AND
MISS LIND-AF-HAGEBY
The

“ Sheffield Telegraph ” o f Th u rsd a y, F eb ru a ry
13th, had the fo llow in g description o f a g rea t
m ee tin g held in Sheffield C ity H all on the. previou s
even in g .

REMARKABLE demonstration of clairaudience was
a feature of the public meeting arranged by the
Sheffield Society for Psychical Research at the Sheffield
City Hall last night, at which addresses were given by
the Duchess of Hamilton and Miss Lind-af-Hageby,
President of the London Spiritualist Alliance and the
Quest Club.
The demonstration was by Mrs. Helen Hughes, the
well-known Medium, who, repeatedly mentioned
individuals and_groups'br Individuals who were recogm^ed-fey-rrrefnbers of the audience.
In some cases she interrogated individuals as to
whether they knew a person of a certain name, and
followed up an affirmative answer by the conveyance of
a message which was acknowledged by the individual
to fit in with known circumstances.
In one case when the name of a woman was
recognised, Mrs, Hughes asked if the woman had
worked in a munition factory, but she received a
negative answer.
“ Oh, she was burned to death; that is it,” she
exclaimed suddenly, and the person in the audience said
this was so.

and creed,” she said, ‘ ‘ the vital questions men and
women want answering remain unanswered.
‘ ‘ We have had a series of prominent representatives
of the Church who have denounced Spiritualism as antiChristian,” she said. ‘ ‘ As late as last June, the Bishop
of London expressed himself in very certain language
as to the wickedness of Spiritualism and its un-Christian
nature, and as being against Biblical teaching.
‘ ‘ You may be religiously or scientifically inclined, but
you cannot get away from the fact that all religion is
based on the belief in psychic faculties. Notwithstanding
the Bishop of London and his views, I declare that the
Bible is one long series of Spiritualistic phenomena— a
record of visions, voices, prophecies, and miracles.
“ If you go to Roman Catholic Churches ; if you have
been to Lourdes and seen the thousands of expressions
of gratitude to the Virgin and to the saints; if you have
studied the essential tenet of the importance of the
Communion of Saints and the praying to saints, you
will realise that here is Spiritualism absolute, sane and
sound, within the fold of the Roman Catholic Church.
But you must not say so, because that is very offensive
to those who accept the same truths under another
name.”
No one should get the idea that Spiritualism filled one
up with so much interest about the other world that
one lost all interest in this one, she said.
The Rev. Alfred Hall (President of the Society)
presided.

TH E DUCHESS OF HAM ILTON

Speaking on “ Is Spiritualism of Practical Interest?”
the Duchess of Hamilton said she did not think there
was any time of her life in which she was not a
Spiritualist. The reality of that which was spiritual
seemed always apparent, as against the illusion of that
which seemed to be so strong, which we called the
material world.
The opponents of the study of Spiritualism were in
two categories : The scientist who would believe only
that which he could measure; and those belonging to
the Church.
Opposition from religion was very
incomprehensible, because the Bible was based on
spiritual experiences. Spiritualism, she said, opened
further doors to science and religion; it was the
opposite of Materialism and Atheism.
“ Have you ever thought why there are so many
suicides?” she asked. ‘ ‘ It is not because of Spiritualism
— I doubt whether there are any instances of
Spiritualists, as such, committing suicide.
“ Suicide comes from the opposite. Why should even
young people throw away life’s experience? It is
because they get entangled in the web of Materialism.
To such—if they realised there is no real death, and that
they still have to meet and conquer those things they
tried to avoid—suicide would be no temptation.
‘ ‘To such, Spiritualism is the great life-bringer and
the great liberator.
“ In fact, Spiritualism is the most practical thing in
the world.”
She said one of the essential things they had to realise
was that all life was one, and that whatever they did
against their fellow-men or against their fellowcreatures, they must inevitably pay for one day.
MISS LIND-AF-HAGEBY

Miss Lind-af-Hageby, speaking on “ Psychic
Knowledge and Modern Life,” said it seemed to her
that behind the anti-God movement emanating from
Russia and spreading into Europe, was the failure of
the Church to satisfy certain essential needs of man.
The Church answered certain questions vaguely and in
a self-contradictory manner.
There was a vague
teaching that the physical body was some day going
to be resurrected, but there was a very great lack of
consistency and logic on the part of religion as to the
nature of the resurrection.
-“ Whilst there has been too much insistence on dogma

C A N SCEPTICS EXPLA IN ?

Mrs. Hughes gave another successful demonstration
of clairaudience at a meeting held under the auspices
of the Sheffield Society for Psychical Research, at the
Builders’ Exchange, Sheffield, on Friday (February
14th).
Mr. O. J. Wendlandt, Vice-President, who presided,
said he had never known a Medium give more names
and evidential incidents associated with them and be
accurate every time. “ Is there really anybody of a
sceptical turn of mind who can explain what has
happened here to-night? ” he asked.
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A SIDELIGHT ON SPIRITUALISM
distinguished the assemblies of his day, as they do the
seance rooms of ours— “ yet show I unto you a more
“ J H E question that lies before us all is,” says Mrs.
excellent way.”
E. C. Merry, “ where was I before I was born,
Mrs. Merry may be showing us a more excellent way ;
and what becomes of me when I die?” and the purport
I have no doubt she is ; but 1 am afraid it is a way which,
of her present volume* is “ to describe higher know
for the present, only a few can travel; for it is the
ledge where it offers an explanation of the phenomena
way of the mystic, or, at least, of those by whom
of Sphitualism.”
Realisation is not regarded as unattainable.
She traces the changes in consciousness and paths
The author adds one more to the various conceptions
to knowledge from the early days when the ancient
of man’s make-up.
Temples and Schools of the Mysteries were in all cases
She tells us that we must recognise a certain grouping
the sou rce of the type of the current civilisation, as in
of the four principles into physical body and etheric body
Greece, Egypt, Babylon, Chaldea, Persia and India,
on the one hand, and astral body and Ego on the other.
and shows how the knowledge obtained by initiation In sleep the astral body and the Ego go on their
into the Mysteries was the secret behind all the arts wanderings, leaving the other two on the bed. It is
and crafts and agriculture of early civilisations ; writing,
the etheric body that dreams, and these visions some
for example, being an art which, at first, could only times get mixed up with the experiences of the returning
be acquired by initiates.
Ego. The etheric body builds up the physical body
In those days, she asserts, all people were to some from the archetypal “ models ” absorbed by the soul
extent clairvoyant, an ability which lasted in everduring sleep. (This conflicts with the view of some
diminishing purity and scope up to the early centuries reincarnationists.) When the waking consciousness
of our era, it being essential, in the evolution of human .
becomes separated from the body in sleep, and is
consciousness, that teaching from above by inspiration aware of looking down on it, and of an ability to travel
should give way to self-education from within; the without it, “ there is a partial separation of the astral
“ Know thyself ! ” of the Greek Mysteries.
body, but it is still vibrating with all that clings to it
She would see in the rending of the Temple veil at of the physical world, and has not yet developed organs
Christ’s death a symbol of the change which was offered of perception for the astral or spiritual world.”
to humanity, and in the Resurrection a pre-figuring
Mrs. Merry quotes from William Gerhardi’s
tof what would ultimately be accomplished by man
R esu rrection , but does not explain how, in the light of
himself, when all his lower nature, even the physical
her last paragraph, he was able, if without astral
body itself, could be transmuted by the force of his perception, to recognise and communicate with a
Ego.
genuine spirit on apparently the astral plane. Though
FU LL SENSE O F IN D IV ID U A LITY
it is certainly true that Gerhardi mentions no other
It is this full sense of individuality, of the Ego, which incident from which an astral perception might be
is to be the starting point for the work of spiritual inferred.
alchemy, to create that higher spiritual insight, able
ETH ER IC A N D A STR A L BODIES
to solve many of the problems which at present baffle
There is, as the author points out, much confusion in
the most advanced intellects.
describing the activity of the soul during sleep; the
Clairvoyant faculties of a new kind, says the author,
terms “ etheric body” and “ astral body” being often
have begun to show signs of awakening in a large used quite indiscriminately, as though they were one
proportion of civilised humanity, but there is a danger and the same thing.
of their breaking through into the conscious life before
The confusion has, I think, arisen from a casual
there is any real understanding of them.
acquaintance with the nomenclature of Theosophy,
“ About the middle of the nineteenth century,” she which recognises more intricate sub-divisions.
tells us, there were some who thought to help the world
Mrs. Merry explains that the etheric body is connected
by giving assistance to people who had mediumistic with the system of inner secretions, and the astral body
gifts, so that, through them, some knowledge might primarily with the nervous system, and the Ego with
be made public concerning the super-sensible world,
the blood and its warmth.
and especially of that part of it connected with natural
Occult science, she tells us, recognises seven human
phenomena.
emanations, and, of these, the emanation <j)f the fluid
“ In this way the existence of discarnate ‘ elemental’ element, combined with the other emanations, makesand other beings might be made known, and the know its visible appearance as “ ectoplasm.” _ __- .' ~
ledge linked up with natural science. This might be
One hoped that she would diSve said something
a first step towards overcoming the materialism of the illuminating as to the composition and qualities of the
age; and this w a s the real origin o f the m odern
materialised body; how far the organs and apparent
Spiritualist m o v em en t. ”
functions are what they seem to be, or whether their
She goes on to say : “ The cultivation of mediumism temporary appearance of reality is an illusion.
had, to begin with, only this end in view ; for no genuine
She does say that “ the intelligent entities that speak
occultist in the modern age considers that any reliable through the Medium can, and do, transmit the still
communication w iih the dead is possible by this means living reminiscences and thoughts, n ot o f the real
(mediumship), but only by quite a different kind of individuality of the dead person, but of his or her cast
preparation and development.”
off etheric body, while the individuality has passed on
One would like to know if the “ some ” in the second to another state of consciousness.”
line of this quotation refers to the “ leading occultists ”
She complains that, broadly speaking, Spiritualism
of a previous paragraph ; or, if not, to whom?
has taken a line which “ attempts to establish a
conception of a spiritual world, entered by the human
Her statement as to communication with the “ dead ”
deserves all the attention that must be paid to views soul after death, which is, to all intents and purposes,
which have drawn their inspiration from the genius a kind of glorified copy of the earthly world.”
That, put crudely, may be admitted; though it has
of Rudolf Steiner, but is not likely to be accepted by
application only to visions which may lack a larger
all who have not had that advantage.
“ Covet earnestly the greater gifts,” said Paul spiritual perception. But Mrs. Merry warns us that
to the Corinthians— enumerating the phenomena which if habitually we think of the life after death as a kind
of ethereal continuation of the earthly life, we should
* Spiritual K n o zv led g e, by E. C. Merry. London.
have much later on to unlearn; that we should have
Anthroposophical Publishing Company. 1936. 3/6.
to meet, after death, with the shadowy pictures we
Review by H. F. PREVOST BATTERSBY

(Continued at foot of next column).

February

LIG H T

20, 1936

A PIONEER PASSES ON
MRS.

HENRY

SIDGW ICK

announced briefly in L i g h t last week, Mrs. Henry
Sidgwick, one of the pioneers of Psychical Research,
and twice President of the S.P.R. (1908-1909, and 1932),
passed to the higher life on Monday, February 10th,
at Woking, Surrey, in her 91st year. She was the
elder sister of the first Earl of Balfour (Mr. J. B.
Balfour) and of the present Earl. In 1875 she married
Professor Henry Sidgwick, who was afterwards the
first President of the S.P.R.
For eighteen years Mrs. Sidgwick was Principal of
Newnham College, Cambridge; and, according to Th e
T im es, her gifts to the College amounted to over
£30,000. She was herself a highly educated woman;
her intellectual distinction was recognised by the
UniYfiEsifctes' of Manchester and Birmingham, which
--"Conferred on her the degrees of Litt.D. and LL.D.
respectively.
In a long memoir, T h e T im es of February 12th says :
“ The subject of Psychical Research claimed perhaps
an even greater share than education of Mrs. Sidgwick’s
interest and attention, and owes at least as much to her.
She and other members of her family, as well as Mr.
Sidgwick, had been interested in the subject before her
marriage. When the Society for Psychical Research
was founded in 1882, Mr. Sidgwick was elected
President for three years, and later Mrs. Sidgwick
became a member of the council and co-Honorary
Secretary, and was President of the Society for 1908 and
1909 [and also in 1932].
“ In those days Psychical Research was generally con
sidered unworthy of the attention of intelligent people,
and progress was impeded by the ignorant and uncritical
attitude of both believers and opponents. The Society
endeavoured to steer a reasonable middle course
between undiscriminating acceptance and equally undis(Continued from previous column).

had ourselves created, “ and these would obscure what
is there striving to enter the soul’s sphere as cosmic
experience.’ ’
The author, dealing with the authenticity of com
munications, explains that these come from intelligences
on lower spheres, including those realms inhabited by
the soul shortly after death.
These beings are not, and never have been, “ human”
in the sense that term is used to-day, and though their
knowledge is more extensive in a certain way than that
of living humanity, it has limitations imposed on the
development of their activity in their proper spheres.
Once drawn from those spheres by human processes,
“ they can communicate through automatic writing,
clairvoyance or in trance, some things that are of value,
but also much that is incomprehensible or incoherent,
and much that is pilfered from the memory-pictures
in the etheric remains of the dead, and again, much that
is pilfered1from the thoughts of the living.”
But, she adds, that when selfless love is allied to
spiritual training and self-discipline, then free and
unshadowed intercourse with the dead may be attained.
She explains the changes that take place at death :
the astral and etheric bodies leaving the body together,
to be separated after three days, when the etheric
dissolves into the cosmic ether to be absorbed into the
universal memory, the soul and spirit as they watch it
disappear, incorporating within their being the immortal
germ of it.
The amount which has been compressed into this little
volume makes it somewhat difficult reading, and this
extraction of what to a Spiritualist should be of interest
in its teaching must seem still more congested.
If it lead any to the study of Anthroposophy, it will
doubtless, from the author’s view, have performed its
mission.

criminating rejection of the alleged phenomena, above
all by considering what canons of evidence were
applicable to such unusual facts. Mrs. Sidgwick not
only contributed largely to the funds of the society,
but from the first threw herself zealously into its work,
characteristically undertaking the most laborious and
least prominent parts of it. She took a leading part
in the important work which the Society has done in
exposing imposture, work for which, though it was
highly distasteful to her, she was particularly fitted by
her trained powers of observation combined with a
practical knowledge of conjuring.
‘ ‘ On the positive and constructive side, to which she
turned with relief, she was not only a great critic whose
approval was felt by her colleagues to put the final
seal on any work of theirs; the position in which the
whole subject stands to-day is due in no small part to
the high standard of accuracy which she practised and
inculcated, and to the foundations laid by her own
original work in all quarters of the field. The list of
her published articles and papers on various branches
of the subject is too long to be given here. They include
the article on Spiritualism in the Encyclopcedia
Britannica, records of her own experimental work, and
detailed reports on the work of others, and on much
collected evidence.
These publications contain the
results of experiments carried out over long periods of
time with the utmost care and precision, and of much
arduous and highly responsible work in weighing and
sifting and forming judgments on great masses of
material, and constitute a contribution of great
importance to the study of psychology.
ASSURED OF SU RVIVAL A N D CO M M UN ICATIO N

After reading her Presidential address at the Jubilee
meeting of the S.P.R. in 1932— which she was unable
to attend— her brother, the present Earl of Balfour, said
(as recorded in L i g h t , July 8th, 1932) :
“ I have Mrs. Sidgwick’s assurance that, upon the
evidence before her, she herself holds a firm belief in
Survival, and in the reality of communication between
the living and the dead.”
The funeral took place privately at Terling, Essex,
on Friday; and on the same day a memorial service
was held at St. Columba’s (Church of Scotland), Pont
Street, London.
PASSING OF

MR. J O H N

LEWIS

Mr. John Lewis, late Editor of T h e International
P sych ic G a zette, crossed the bar on Tuesday, February
11th, and his body was cremated on February 15th.
So passes over, at the age of 74, one of the most
vigorous defenders of the cause of Spiritualism—one
whose trenchant pen was ever at the service of maligned
Mediums.
He founded T h e International P sych ic G azette some
twenty years ago, and it was his pride to keep it in the
forefront of the movement, and, ill or well, funds or
no funds, it was amazing how he managed to run it
for all these years.
He was ill in France and incapable of facing the trial
for libel recently, but managed to get back to England,
when he collapsed. He was a broken man, and could
never have taken up his old work again.
Sad it is to find a man of his ability so reduced, yet
to him death had not the slightest terror, and he told
me he was glad to go.
It has been an anxious time for those looking after
him, as for some months he has been quite helpless,
but his end was peaceful.
R. H. S a u n d e r s .
A letter from Brussels informs us that, with the
passing of Mr. Gregory Herch, the career of our
contemporary, P ou r la V érité, has ended. Our cor
respondent states that “ Mr. Herch was a real Savant
and had the brain capacity of a young man.”
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THE

E D IT O R

(Th e v ie w s and sta tem en ts o f corresp on d en ts are not
necessarily en dorsed b y the E d itor, w h o occasionally
prints, in the in terests o f free d iscu ssion, letters w ith
w hich he does n ot agree).

IMMORTALITY

Sir,— May I be allowed to point out to the Dean of
St. Paul’s, through the Medium of your columns, that
“ Immortality ” is the property of God alone, as being
without beginning and without end. This St. Paul
dearly sees in I. Timothy vi., 13-16, “ God who only
hath immortality.” Man is a created being and has a
beginning at birth, and therefore his future life cannot
be described as ' ‘immortality.” Sufficient for him if he
persists, survives the change called death, and has
Eternal Life— the life of the ages, so often alluded to
by Jesus.
Jesus gave no proof whatever of i m m o r t a l i t y , either
that of Himself or of any other man. What He did
do was to prove His own S u r v i v a l a f t e r d e a t h , and,
by implication, the survival of others after death.
If this pronouncement of the Dean is the correct
statement of the case, and really represents the facts,
then the appearances of Jesus after His death do not
in any way prove Eternal Life, but merely show that
Jesus continued to live for some time after the death
of His material body on the cross. It is therefore
evident, according to the statement of the Dean, that
the events of Easter Day and the great Forty Days
were no proof of Eternal Life, either for Jesus or anyone
else ; for, on the Dean’s own showing, even if the
Survival of Jesus were proved, it would only prove that
he “ survived for some time,” and would not prove
that He attained to Eternal Life.
I have hitherto been under the impression that
Christianity gave p r o o f of the “ life of the world to
come ” — Eternal Life. I am sorry to be informed on
such high authority that there is no basis for this belief.
Weston Vicarage
(Rev.) C h a r l e s L. T w e e d a l e .
Otley, Yorks.
FO X

HUNT AND

G H O ST

HUNT

Sir,— I think all genuine Psychists and Spiritualists
will agree with me in protesting vigorously against the
broadcasting by the B.B.C. of a fox hunt; it is an
outrage to the feelings of all real lovers of animals.
I think also that most Psychists and Spiritualists will
agree with me in protesting against the proposal of
the B.B.C. to broadcast a so-called investigation of a
haunted house. The idea is not only absurd ; but, in
the eyes of all who view the subject of the Other World
seriously, it is cheap and common, and only likely
to result in much ridicule.
Those w'ho have had experience in hauntings will
know that ghosts never come to order, so that it is
extremely improbable that they will demonstrate, merely
to satisfy the curiosity of sensation and limelight
seekers. There is so much sorrow and tragedy under
lying the raison d ’ être of hauntings that the subject
should be treated with respect, and not treated as an
entertainment and made the object of mockery by the
ignorant and grossly material. I come of a very much
haunted family, and should very much object to have
my family ghosts vulgarised as the B.B.C. propose to
vulgarise the ghost or ghosts in the house it has in
view. I leave it to the conscience of your readers to
protest as I am doing.
E l l io t t O ’ D o n n e l l .

F ebruary 20, 1936

truth. My own experience was one of great happiness
and contentment, inasmuch as love and sympathy shone
out amidst all the pomp and apparent worldliness.
There seemed no room for tears—perhaps only tears of
joy, and so flowers were my first and only thought on
the night when King George went to sleep. Next day
I got my daughter to buy me two pink carnations. She
seemed a little surprised, as I suggested I would wear
them at the Cathedral on Sunday (accompanying my
husband, who is chief magistrate for the year). I could
not bring my thoughts down to black in any shape or
form— it is so really ugly and depressing.
In thinking the whole matter of mourning over, I
feel the best way we can show our love to the Eternal
Life Force, which we all possess, is by the beautiful
symbols of the Great Spirit of Love— flowers, the
favourite flower of the departed being worn for as long
as is preferred; no time limit is necessary, for those
we all love are never forgotten. A flower is a wonderful
inspiration; it forms colour and aroma.
Whitworth, County Durham.
R osa G r ay.
THE DOUBLE

Sir,— I am interested in the views of Miss Gibbes’
alleged communicator, F. W . Myers ( L i g h t , Feb. 6th),
but my information is that every human and animal
organism has its exact etheric counterpart, bearing
exact resemblance to its physical partner. I also find
it difficult to believe that travel in the double is as rare
as suggested, judging from my own personal experience
and that of others.
I am not in a position to substantiate my assertions
here, but I can confirm the following statements. I
personally know a sensitive who has given O b j e c t i v e
evidence of the reality of her double on many
occasions. She has signed her initial on paper with
her etheric hand (given the assistance of a soft lead
pencil suspended vertically by a string, in such a
manner that the point just touched the paper, enabling
her to move it with as little effort as possible). Her
physical body was many miles away. She can also
push light objects, such as a lump or . ugar.
One of her best exploits was to poke her sister in the
back with her etheric finger so forcibly as to make her
drop and smash a plate she was holding at the time !
This sensitive can project herself in her full state of
consciousness, also when in hypnotic sleep. She can
“ follow ” people and report on them to a most
disconcerting extent. I have had personal experience
of that, and I know others who will also vouch for her
capacity in that direction !
If asked to go and find someone whom sjie does not
know, she is hypnotised and given a photograph to
look at; she then goes off to find the owner of the^jhotor'"
As distance is no obstacle, it does not matter where he
is, she will find him, give a detailed description of his
surroundings and his companions, even to giving a
verbatim report of any actual conversation proceeding.
In this manner she has traced a husband’s lost wife,
enabling him to find her, by giving him the address of
the London lodgings where the woman lay too ill to
communicate. Many other achievements of a similar
nature are to her credit, and such experiments have
been correctly confirmed, by -witnesses in due course.
Authoritative opinion has suggested that such a
Double as hers might be photographed, for her etheric
has been seen and touched, having at times the
appearance and solidity of her ordinary physical body.
I . H . C c jN Y B E A R E .

BEREAVEM ENT TO K EN

Sir,— May I, as a Spiritualist, pass on my suggestion
regarding mourning, in answer to a letter in ‘ ‘ L i g h t ”
of February 6th.
I think the B.B.C. gave to the whole world a most
beautiful and holy description of the passing to the
higher life of our beloved King George V., and it must
not only have touched the hearts of the people, but their
very sou ls —that something within which clamours for

MISS H. A.

DALLAS

Sir,—Will you kindly allow me space in your journal
in which to express my warm thanks to you and to
the friends, known and unknown, who have helped me
with their kind thoughts during the past months of
partial obscurity and operations for cataract. I am
now beginning to enjoy clearer vision, and I hope to
see much better eventually.
H elen A l e x . D a ll as.
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C O IN C ID E N C E OR W H A T ?

Sir,— Here is yet another strange “ coincidence,”
many would call it. I am convinced it was more.
On the evening of Sunday, 19th January, I had just
been reading that the news from Sandringham was
serious. I then went out of the room into my kitchen—
a bare little room,, where I invariably “ hear ” more
clearly. Here a wave of intense sadness met me, and
I distinctly heard the air of the song, “ Speed, bonny
boat, like a bird on the wing.” Now this was a song
I had not heard, or, to the best of my belief, thought
of, since my childhood. It was repeated over and over
again, especially the refrain, with its lingering last
note. I found myself joining in, and singing, as if
to an accompaniment. So haunting was the impression
it left of impending tragedy, that I was fully prepared
for the sad news of the following day.
I have no wireless set in my house, but, on reading
in the papers that this song was played by the pipers
in the funeral procession, I wrote telling my sister of
my experience. This morning I hear from her that she
was listening-in on January 28th, and was struck by
the repetition of “ Speed, bonny boat.” It was this
same sister whom I used to hear sing the song when
I was a child. Why it seemed to me so dirge-like, on
hearing it clairaudiently, I do not know; it never seemed
so in the old days. Here the mind was surely acting
independently, not only of the body, but of “ time ” ?
Bexhill-on-Sea.
J e s s ie U l p h .
“ TO O

SURVIVAL PROVED
R EC O R D OF A SITTING W ITH MRS. MASON

Sir,— It is more the lot of a reviewer of books to
receive brickbats and abuse than praise. But may I,
through your columns, express my appreciation and
thanks to Mr. H. F. Prevost Battersby for his very
fine reviews which appear from week to week in L i g h t ?
Though I do not always agree with his opinions, I
cannot but admire the clear and concise way in which
he presents his criticism.
L i g h t is indeed fortunate in having so capable a
writer as Mr. Battersby to review current psychic books.
I, personally, look forward every week to read what
he has to say, for in no other articles do I receive so
much enlightenment, pleasure and interest.
In his recent review of the book, R e c o v e r in g the
A n cien t M a g ic, there are many points of special interest.
Is there anything behind this so-called “ magic,”
with its utilisation of invisible forces, elemental and
otherwise?
If so, what relation has this to
Spiritualism? Must it modify our views that it is only
discarnate human beings who can control Mediums?
These are big questions.
That there are occult phenomena outside the usual
range of Spiritualist psychic manifestation cannot be
denied by those who have given the subject close study.
J
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MUCH G O O D N E S S ”

Sir,— Referring to the Duchess of Hamilton’s letter,
I should like to point out that “ pietas ” (from which
we get our “ piety ” ) included only duty to superiors—
to parents and the gods. . Hineas was called “ the
pious ” because of his care for his .father. Duty to
inferiors (to slaves) came under the head of “ justitia ” ;
duty to equals came under the head of “ honestas ” or
‘ ' probitas. ’ ’ And (as to goodness) most of those who
speak of a “ good man ” or “ good woman ” mean a
person with nice feelings who will never do harm nor
give offence, beside fulfilling family duties, though such
persons may have never tried to do the slightest good
outside the home. If here and there they have an active
temperament, they may (in the absence of sufficient
knowledge or discretion) do enormous mischief, and
especially if influenced by bigotry.
Canterbury.
W . H. A dams.

W H E N I was in London in 1930, I visited the British
College of Psychic Science, and Mrs. McKenzie
kindly arranged for me to have a sitting with Mrs.
Mason.
The first to speak was my son, Hugh Alexander, who
told me that he was called now Alec, that he had been
brought up by my grandmother in the other world.
He died in Penang at the age of six months, and was
now 18 years old. He had been to school and was about
to take up work. At my request he described our house
in Penang where he died, and the nature of his illness.
Then my mother-in-law, Mrs. Barnett, spoke, and
said, “ Hugh is just as handsome as ever.” This was
very evidential, as I had always said that Hugh was the
handsomest child I had ever seen. She also used the
name “ Hugh ” and not “ Alec.”
Then Hugh chipped in and said : “ Tell Uncle
Dudley that I have his dog and am looking after it for
him.” This was a wonderful bit of evidence, as the
dog had only been lately run over by a motor car and
killed at Wokingham, and was a great pet of my
brother’s, who was much grieved about it.
Mrs. Barnett then asked me to thank all those who
were so kind to her in her fatal illness in London, and
apologised for the untidiness of her flat; but, as she
was one of the tidiest women I know, it only shows how
we carry our tastes on in the next life.
Masie then said, “ I see an old black woman with
a red shawl on her head who gives her name as Marion.
Do you know her?” I said “ Yes.” “ She says you
are the Bob, Bob, Bob. Oh ! I cannot speak this awful
language. ” I said, “ Do try and get what she is
saying.” Masie: “ She says you are the Bobbery
Master.” “ Yes,” I said, “ that’s quite right. That’s
what she used to call me some 40 years ago when she
was my ayah in India, because I was so troublesome
as a child.”
Masie: “ She sends her love to all. Now I see
another black woman v'ho gives her name as Hannah.
Do you know her?”
“ Yes. What does she say? ”
Masie: “ She sends you all her love and very many
thanks for the pension.”
My sister gave her a
pension. She had been our family cook for some 40
years, and was a delightful soul. We all loved her.
Then my relatives told me what I was doing in
London, and that I had given my book to the wrong
publishers. Mrs. de Crespigny had told me the same
thing a few days previously when I had tea with her
at the College. So I took the book back, and still have
it for revision. Many other matters were mentioned,
showing that the spirit-people take a lively interest in
our doings on earth. They also told me that I would
soon be going back to the East again, although at that
time I had no intention of returning there.
It was a most delightful sitting, and lasted about an
hour and a quarter. The atmosphere when Masie came
through was like heaven in its peace, and indescribable.
Masie is a most charming spirit, and I long to meet
her in the next life. How so-called scientists can go
on talking about telepathy, etc., amazes me. I had not
the slightest idea of the many wonderful things told me,
and least of all was I thinking of the two black women
who remembered me and our family of 40 years ago.
I place all this on record as a thankoffering to Mrs.
Mason and her wonderful powers. Long may she be
spared to carry on the good work. That Survival is
a proved fact I have not the slightest doubt.
Ipoh, Perak,
V. D. P arsons.
Federated Malay States.
The Rev. C. Drayton Thomas delivered the first
“ open lecture” of the Cambridge Society for Psychical
Research, on February 10th, taking as his subject “ The
Investigation of Mediumship.” Dr. J. S. Peters, M.P.,
presided, and Sir Oliver Lodge wrote wishing the
Society every success.
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GEORGE H. LETHEM

As We See It
A C H U R C H W O M A N ’S PLEA

W E , are in whole-hearted sympathy with the plea
of the Churchwoman (whose L.S.A. lecture is
briefly reported on page 124), that Spiritualists should
work in harmony with the Christian Churches. We
have often made the same plea ourselves—although
we have always been careful to point out that
Spiritualism, by its nature, should be the ally of all
Religions, and not of the Christian Churches only.
Wherever the truth of an After-Life is taught—-and it is
taught by all the great Religions— there Spiritualism
may be invoked to provide solid evidence on which
to base the teaching.
There are, it must be confessed, Spiritualists who
have no desire to work with the Churches—men and
women who find the facts and implications of proved
Survival, with the teaching from Beyond which still
flows through the gates of inspiration, sufficient for
their religious needs.
But even these would not object to the Churches
regarding Spiritualism as an ally; and there are
thousands of Spiritualists who remain Christians in
the fullest sense of the word and who would be delighted
if the Churches would officially give them the opportun
ity of spreading the knowledge they possess amongst
their fellow Christians. Many of them are already
quietly doing this without official sanction.
In the third of his broadcast talks on “ Immortality,”
Dr. W. R. Matthews, Dean of St. Paul’s, said “ The
Christian will accept gratefully all that Ph ilosoph y or
Psychical Research has to tell him in confirmation o f his
F a ith .”

It is just here that the difficulty lies. Dr. Matthews,
in using these words, spoke for himself and for some of
his enlightened colleagues, and it may be hoped that
his lead in this respect will rally many “ secret be
lievers
to a like decision. But unfortunately, his
Bishop (London) and many other leaders of the Anglican
and other Churches disagree with him and persist,
not only in refusing the help offered by Psychical Research
(which is the scientific aspect of Spiritualism) but
as Miss Lind-af-Hageby (President of the L.S.A.)
pointed out in her recent address at Sheffield, they
persist also in denouncing Spiritualism as antiChristian.
The difficulty, in short, is not in persuading Spiritual
ists to work in harmony with the Churches, but in
persuading the Churches to accept the assistance
Spiritualism is ready to give and which Dr. Matthews
says Christians should welcome.

(From “ Death and Afterwards,” by the late
Sir Edwin Arnold)

“ JT is not on account of the incredibility of a conscious
life after death that sensible people should doubt it.
I stood, last year, in the aisle of the Health Exhibition
at South Kensington, and observed a graceful English
girl lost in momentary interest over the Showcase
containing the precise ingredients of her fair and
perfect frame. There—neatly measured out, jlabelled,
and deposited in trays or bottles—were exposed the
water, the lime, the phosphorus, the silex, the iron,
and other various elements, perversely styled ‘ clay,’
which go to the building up of our houses of flesh and
bone. As I watched her half-amused, half-pensive
countenance, the verse came to mind, ‘ Why should
it seem to you a wonderful thing that one rose from
the dead? ’
“ Minerals and gases have, so science opines, a kind
of atomic and ethereal life in their particles, and if we
could only imagine them conversing elementálly, how
sceptical they would be that any power could put them
together in the coarse ingredients of that glass case,
so as to form by delicate chemistry of Nature the
youthful beauty, the joyous health, the exquisite
capacities, and the involved human life of the bright
maiden who contemplated with unconvinced smiles
these alleged materials of her being.
“ But if, passing behind such an everyday analysis
of the laboratory, science had dared to speak to her
of the deeper secrets in Nature which she herself
embodied and enshrined— without the slightest con
sciousness or comprehension on her part— how far
more wonderful the mystery of the chemistry of her
life would have appeared !
“ Some very grave and venerable F.R.S, might,
perchance, have ventured reverently to whisper:
‘ Beautiful human sister ! built of the water, the flint,
and the lime; you are much more marvellous than all
that! Your sacred simplicity does not and must not
yet understand your celestial complexity ! Otherwise
you should be aware that, hidden within the gracious
house made of those common materials— softly and
silently developed there by forces which you know not,
and yet govern, unwittingly exercising a perpetual
physiological magic— are tiny golden beginnings of
your sons and daughters to be. You have heard of
and marvelled at Iliads written on films of fairy
thinness, and enclosed within nutshells ! Diviner
poems, in infinitely finer characters, upon far subtler
surfaces, are inscribed upon each of those occult
jewels of your destined maternity.
“ She would not, and could not, understand, of
course; yet all this is matter of common observation,
the well-established fact of heredity by pangenesis,
certain though incomprehensible. What, therefore, is
there to be pronounced impossible, because of our
blindness, in regard to endless continuity and develop
ments of individuality, when out of the holy ignorance
of such maidenly simplicity there can be thus subtly
and steadfastly prepared the indescribable beginnings
of motherhlood? If one result ¡of each human life
should be to produuce, more or less completely, a
substantial, though at present invisible, environment
for the next higher stage—while handing on, by
collateral lives, the lamp of humanity to new hands—
that would not be really more strang'e than the
condensation of the oak tree in the acorn, or the natural
sorcery of the contact of the milt and the spawn.
‘ Miracles ’ are cheap enough ! ”
[ " D ea th and A fterw a rd s ” w a s first printed in the
“ F o rtn ig h tly R e v i e w / ’ and a fterw ards, w ith supple
m en ta ry m a tter, published in b o o k -fo rm in 1 8 8 7 , by
K e g a n Paul, T ren ch , Tru bn er and C o ., L td .
'Ihe
a b o v e extra ct is printed w ith the p erm ission o f D r.
E m e rs o n A rn old , son o f the a u th or.]
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ROUND THE WORLD

JO N AH A N D TH E W H A LE

A VO ICE FROM PERAK

'J'HE publication in L ig h t last week of Mrs. St. Clair
Stobart’s views on the Bible story usually referred
to as “ Jonah and the Whale ” (although it is “ a great
fish” and not a “ whale” that is mentioned) has brought
to us from a reader a copy of a surprising statement,
published in the D a ily T elegra p h of February 17th, 1928,
by E. G. Boulenger, F.Z.S.
In this statement, it is pointed out that a sperm whale
can swallow a man; and that, as a matter of fact, in
the year 1891, a seaman named James Bartley w a s
swallowed, and subsequently found alive in the stomach
of the whale when it was caught and cut open. His skin,
it is stated, was bleached “ to a deadly whiteness that
remained throughout his life.” When released he was
“ a raving lunatic,” but recovered his sanity after
fourteen days.
Another man, named Marshall Jenkins, is said to
have been swallowed by a wounded sperm whale and
“ thrown up ” again alive almost immediately.
Whether these cases—-which are vouched for (so it is
stated)— make credible a literal interpretation of the
Jonah story is still doubtful; for, granting that a sperm
whale can swallow a man and vomit him alive, it does
not seem possible that a man could be for three days
and three nights in the whale’s interior and come out
not only alive, but sane and able to act as Jonah did.
As the statement in question says : “ The physio
logical side of the story presents many a moot point.
How long, for instance, can a man stand a temperature
of about 105 degs. F. without water, even assuming
that the air [in the whale’s stomach] is fit to breathe?”
It will still be safer, we think, to adhere to the psychic
interpretation of the story as suggested by Mrs. Stobart.

pROM Perak (Federated Malay States) we are
informed by Mr. V, D. Parsons that a column of
“ psychic gleanings ” is to be published once a week
in the T im es of M alaya, and that he is to edit it. “ We
shall be the first paper in Malaya to do this,” he says,
“ so wish us luck.” This we do very heartily—not
only for L ig h t but also for its readers.
Mr. Parsons encloses a letter he received in answer
to a communication he sent to the M a la ya n S ig n s P r e s s ,
a Seventh Day. Adventist paper, in which the “ devil
doctrine ” is stated in its crudest form. “ Without
hesitation,” says the writer, “ I am free to state that
Spiritualism is nothing but the work of the Devil pure
and simple. It is true that wonderful manifestations
are seen, but you must remember, my friend, that the
Devil is a powerful being.” This writer (the Editor
of the S ig n s P ress) then relates the old story of the
pious woman (said on this occasion to be his grand
mother) who defeated the Devil by putting a Bible on
a table that was being used for tilting out messages.
“ After the Bible was placed there,” he writes, “ the
Devil dared not perform any more.”
Mr. Parsons’ comment is: “ Does it not make you
feel ill? ” At any rate, it makes us feel sorry that
any person (and particularly an Editor) can be so
ignorant and so bemused.

“ M ATTER A N D S P IR IT ”

How should “ Matter and Spirit ” be thought of by
the psychic student ? Are they opposites in conflict with
each other, like Good and Evil? Or are they different
aspects of the same thing, as certain occultists teach?
These are questions on which guidance may be expected
in the address to be delivered to-night (Thursday, at
8.15), under the auspices of the L.S.A. and Quest Club,
at Caxton Hall, Westminster, by Mr. C. R. Cammell,
author and poet. In his address on “ The Mystic Way,”
delivered last autumn, Mr. Cammell gave proof, not
only of deep study, but of ability to interest his hearers
in his conclusions. His aim is to open up a way for
the student to go beyond the study of psychic facts td
a contemplation of their meaning. (Readers will find
full particulars about the meeting on page 115).
Preparations are being completed for the debate
(postponed owing to the death of King George) on “ The
Challenge to Modern Thought and Action by the
Evidence for Survival,” which is now fixed to take place
in the Caxton Hall on Thursday, March 12th. Mr.
Shaw Desmond is to preside.

SAVED BY HELPFU L TH O U G H TS

Flight-Lieut. T. Rose had some very narrow escapes
from disaster on his record-breaking flight from
England to Cape Town. Three times, according to
his own story, he was in' danger of failure— and
perhaps worse. And each time he escaped as if by
a miracle. And, in his broadcast talk after landing at
Cape 1'own, he attributed these miracles to the influence
of the helpful thoughts of his friends in England. If
he really meant what he said— and there is no good
reason to doubt that he did—he believes that the
helpful thoughts of his friends were with him in the
air throughout that long flight, guiding and protecting
him from disaster.
The power of thought is often spoken of by Spirit
ualists (and others). But it is not often that testimony
so striking as this is heard. And as it was broadcast
to the world it should attract attention.
V A LU A BLE PU BLICITY

A new book by Mr. Shaw Desmond is to be published
on March 2nd, by Messrs. Arthur Barker, Ltd. price
5s.) It is entitled “ God------ ?” and we understand that
in it will be found a frank discussion of such subjects
as “ God and Sinners,” “ God and the Sexes,” “ God
and the Artist.” The book is, of course, written from
the standpoint of the convinced Spiritualist. In due
course we hope to review it.

Commenting on the great meeting held in Sheffield
City Hall (reported on another page), Mr. O. |.
Wendlandt says the addresses delivered by the Duchess
of Hamilton and Miss Lind-af-Hageby “ were of a high
order, and carried conviction by their well-reasoned
arguments. ’ ’
Regarding the demonstration of clairaudience by
Mrs. ^ Plelen Hughes, Mr. Wendlandt says: “ It
surprised many that it was possible for a Medium to
give some 40 or 50 names, associated with such a large
audience, and very evidential incidents.”
The Sheffield Society for Psychical Research is to be
congratulated on the success of the meeting and on the
excellent reports it received in the Sheffield newspapers.
Nowhere in the country (except probably in Edinburgh)
is better publi Tty secured than in Sheffield, and it is
no secret that it is due in large measure to the tact
and skill of Mr. Wendlandt, who is the Society’s
publicity secretary.

T H E Y W A N T MORE

" O N TH E EDG E OF TH E ETH ERIC ’

The meeting recently held at Hornsey Town Hall,
London, under the auspices of Marylebone Spiritualist
Association, was a great success. After an address by
Mr. Shaw Desmond and a demonstration of clairvoyance
by Mr. Helen Spiers, Mr. George Craze, who presided,
asked the audience to signify if they would like to have
another meeting, and practically every hand went up in
assent.

Mr. Arthur Findlay, the author of O n the E d g e o f
has received so many enquiries from all
over the world, for the address of the French publisher
of this book, that he asks us to state that it is published
in French by M. Folly, Avenue de la Dole 9, Lausanne,
Switzerland, the price being 3.50 Swiss francs. The
same publisher is having translated into French T h e
R o c k o f Truth and T h e U n foldin g U n iverse.

MR. SH A W DESM O ND’S N E W BO O K

the E th eric,
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STORY OF A REMARKABLE CURE
felt impelled to return and buy the book. He read it
through, and showed it to some of the doctors, who
E have been so very busy, and so much of interest had been treating the patient, but they all ridiculed
has happened to us, since our arrival in Hollywood, the idea that his wife could be helped by such treatment.
The husband, as a last resource, wrote particulars
that I have not had time to write an account of some
of the case to Dr. Wickland, and asked if he could
of our doings and experiences, until now.
We travelled down from Seattle, along the Pacific help him. This letter was received in November, 1934,
Ocean highway, through the marvellous “ Red-wood and the same evening the doctor placed the letter on
Empire ” of Oregon. The beautiful marine panorama, the platform of his static electrical apparatus,, and, with
and the grandeur of the extensive groves of red-wood his assistants, concentrated on the case.
The result was that the young woman regained
trees, will always remain in our memories. These trees
are the largest and oldest living things in the world, consciousness that day at the corresponding hour, and
and we saw one on which the branches did not start the husband, who was entitled to a year’s leave of
until reaching the height of 275 feet, and many whose absence, decided to take his wife to Dr. Wickland’s
diameter was nearly 30 feet and stated to be from 4,000 clinic, where she was brought from the ship in an
ambulance in February, 1935.
to 5,000 years old.
At first she refused to eat, and began to relapse
In Sequoix Park, just outside the town of Eureka,
again
into coma, so she was given a strong electrical
in Oregon, we walked through the aisles between
thousands of such trees, which were so lofty that the treatment, at the end of which she woke up, and
brilliant sunshine could not filter through, and we expressed herself as experiencing a feeling of great
experienced a depth of religious emotion such as we lightness. When taken into the dining room, she felt
a strong desire to eat, and, strangely enough, asked to
had never felt in any cathedral of man’s making.
Very shortly after our arrival in Hollywood, we be given a raw onion, which she ate with great enjoy
were invited to visit Dr. Carl A. Wickland, M.D., and ment. From that time onward she ate regularly, and
his wife, who, with her strong mediumistic powers, has gradually regained strength.
During the course of treatment several obsessing
done so much to assist him in his great work among
the obsessed. We have since had the privilege of entities were driven out of her, but she needed almost
meeting them many times, and of witnessing their constant care and attention, as, on account of her being,
as was found out, a strong psychic, she was all the
methods of work in curing the afflicted.
more easily controlled by ignorant obsessing entities.
D R. W IC K L A N D ’S HOME
She had so greatly improved by April 18th that she
Dr. Wickland has quite a large property in the both sang and danced at a birthday party held at the
Highland Park district of Los Angeles, and in its clinic.
A W O N D ER FU L C H A N G E
grounds are his residence, clinic, laboratory, and
detached bungalows for the accommodation of his
When we first dined with the Wicklands early in
patients and friends. He has incorporated the whole November, she sat at the table with us, and it was
under the title of “ The National Psychological difficult to realise that, less than nine months previously,
Institute,” with a view to the perpetuation of his work she was in such a desperate condition. W e Were shown
after the passing of himself and his devoted wife.
photographs of her taken shortly after her arrival, and,
In the building in which is his laboratory is a large in addition to her emaciated condition, her face looked
hall, which is usually filled to capacity on the evenings almost brutish in its lack of intelligence.
of the first and third Tuesdays of each month, when he
Owing to her husband having to return to Shanghai,
and his wife give psychic demonstrations to prove she was obliged to return with him, as from some curious
Survival after death; and doctors, lawyers and ministers ruling of the U.S.A. Immigration Authorities, being
are frequentlly amongst their audience, and many who Russian by birth, she did not have the status of an
have come from long distances. Admission is free.
American citizen, and was not allowed to stay alone
Dr. Wickland finds the use of static electricity of in the country, even under the care of the doctor and
great efficiency in the treatment of his patients, and the his wife.
disturbing entities frequently testify to the fact that the
W e visited the clinic on the 21st November, a few
electric charges cause them much discomfort, and force days before she sailed; and, after tea, she sang for
them to transfer their attentions to Mrs. Wickland, by us very beautifully in English, Russian and German, and
which means the cures are effected.
looked and acted as a pretty, graceful and intelligent
We were fortunate in arriving near the close of the young woman. She bade us 11 good-bye,” and was
lengthy treatment of a very interesting case. The about to leave the room when she turned round and
patient was a young Russian woman, married to an stared fixedly at my wife, who had sensed a strong
American living at Shanghai. After the birth of a personality near her. My wife asked who it was she
baby girl, she gradually fell into a coma, in which state saw. She replied, “ My father,” spoke to him in
she remained for two months, after which she slowly Russian, and then left.
regained normal consciousness. Some time after, she
Another very interesting case under treatment was
relapsed into a condition in which she refused to eat, that of a woman who had been obsessed by the spirit
and her teeth remained set, so she had to be fed for of a Jewish jobber, who had been accustomed to attend
eighteen months through the nose. Finally, she became auctions and buy things for re-sale at a profit. The
unconscious, and remained in this sad condition for result was that she became a constant attendant at the
eight months.
many auction rooms in Los Angeles, where spurious
Her husband, in distraction, sought the aid of the antiques and shoddy articles are sold by specious
leading doctors of many nationalities in the settlement, tricksters to an ignorant public. During these occasions
but none could do anything to help her, and her con of promiscuous buying she had acquired a very large
dition remained an enigma.
number of articles of a most miscellaneous character at
Then, one day, whilst searching in a bookshop to prices far above their intrinsic value. When others
see if he could find some medical treatise which might continued to bid against her, this usually mild-mannei'ed
throw some light on her mysterious malady, he came woman would become very excited, and at times make
across a copy of Dr. Wickland’s book, T h irty Yea rs a scene in public, paying quite fantastic prices for the
A m ong
the D ea d .
He glanced through it, but articles she coveted.
eventually laid it down, bought another book instead,
She had been in very comfortable circumstances, but
and walked out of the shop. On his way home he had reduced herself almost to poverty to indulge her

DR.

C. A. W iCKLAND’S WORK
By E. A. S. H A YW A RD , O .B.E.
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passion. When, eventually, she was brought for treat
ment, the doctor kindly arranged for the accumulation
to be brought and stored in one of the bungalows, and,
after she became rational, his secretary arranged for its
disposal, so as to realise as much as possible for her
benefit. We were shown the remarkable assortment,
which completely filled two large rooms.
W e were also present on the occasion when the
obsessing entity controlled Mrs. Wickland, and it was
not until after long and patient reasoning by the doctor
and his assistants that the Jew was made to realise
that he had passed on, and had been causing great
mental and material injury to the poor woman whom,
in his ignorance, he had obsessed.
It has been very interesting for us to watch how
greatly she improved in every way, week by week,
during the course of our visits.
A detailed docket is kept of each patient’s case, and
a stenographer takes down verbatim the conversation
between the doctor, his assistants, and the obsessing
entity whilst they are trying to make it realise that it
has passed on, and is occupying another person’s body.
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S U B -C O N S C IO U S
By

MIND

H. ERNEST H UN T

SECOND ARTICLE.
soon as we arrive as separated individuals in the
world, the subconscious, which has brought a vast
store of memories with it, starts upon its life-work of
registering everything without exception, omission, or
error. The conscious mind, through the senses, is in
closest touch with its environment, but the subconscious,
on the contrary, is insulated from the world and can
only make contact with it through the consciousness.
In this way, therefore, the consciousness acts as a sort
of shield and protection.
Everything that passes through consciousness sweeps
with the stream into the depths of the subconscious, and
there, though apparently lost and maybe certainly
forgotten, it carries on a continued existence. This
points to one fundamental difference between the two
realms of mind. The consciousness is adapted for
dealing with but one thing at a time, and it is essential
that, for this complete concentration, it should dismiss
FO R TY YEA RS OF W O R K
the one thing, when done with, and pass on to the next.
We have had the privilege of many long talks with This means that consciousness is our machinery for
the doctor and his wife, and it is difficult to realise that forgetting, but just as surely the subconscious is our
they are both well over 70 years of age, and have nearly mechanism for permanent memory.
Nothing can be eradicated from the subconscious,
completed 40 years of work, not only in helping and
curing afflicted human beings, who, but for them, would nothing distorted, and nothing lost. Physical death may
be inmates of insane asylums, but also helping ignorant be a certainty, but permanent memory is another;
neither, indeed, is more certain than the other. We
and earthbound spirits to progress.
We have been invited to attend the 40th anniversary may not be able to recollect things which we know we
on February 17th, and it will indeed be a “ red letter have collected— as so frequently we experience with the
day.” May they be spared to continue their labours prosaic articles of everyday life—but we do not doubt
of love for years to come, and, when eventually they either the collection or the continued existence of what
pass on, may there be others found fitted to carry on in we thus fail to recollect. This failure we often assign
the field in which they have been such gallant pioneers. to a bad memory, but the memory holds to its treasures
In addition to the book, T h irty Y ears A m o n g the tenaciously enough ; it is recollection that fails.
As we add item after item to this vast store of
D ea d , the doctor has recently published T h e G a tew a y
subconscious record, so does the character inevitably
of U n derstan din g, which outlines his philosophy of life,
grow along the lines of our accumulated experience.
and it is exemplified in the following quotations :
“ Humanity becomes free from the bondage of This, indeed, is the function of the subconscious mind :
ignorance and unhappiness when, having paid the toll to form a connected and continuous thread of memory
of Experience, and acquired Knowledge through Reason stretching back into the immemorial past, linking it
■
— the Gateway of Understanding—it ultimately attains inevitably and naturally with the present, which, strictly
speaking, only exists as a moving point along the line
Liberation and Happiness.”
‘ ‘ Present-day psychical revelations are opening wide which stretches from the unfathomable past to the
the portals between the two worlds, showing the folly illimitable future. Thus, as the stream of consciousness
of blind faith as well as blind, unreasoning scepticism, flows into the ocean of subconsciousness, so destiny
and verifying the biblical injunction, 1 Know the Truth, passes into history.
It is, therefore, characteristic of the subconscious
and the Truth shall make you free.’ ”
A tribute is due to Dr. Wickland’s devoted secretary, that it should contain our life’s record, wherein is
an Englishwoman who has been with him for 28 years, registered everything f o r e x a c t l y w h a t i t i s w o r t h ,
and to the wholehearted assistance of his friends, Mr. neither more nor less. Experience is like the touch of
and Mrs. Goerz, who have worked with him for a the engraver’s tool, which makes a light or deep mark
according to the pressure he exerts. So also there are
number of years.
major and minor events which reproduce themselves in
the subconscious with their due and exact effect. There
PAINTING U N D E R C O N T R O L
can be no erasure, for if a thing has been, what power
The members of, and visitors to, the Edinburgh can wipe it out? It has already linked itself with other
Psychic College on Wednesday evening (February things; it has been a cause and has produced effects.
12th), witnessed a remarkable demonstration of a Are these also to be wiped out, and how far, and by
picture being painted by a Medium while under “ spirit- whom? If some may be wiped out, why not others?
control.” The Medium, Mrs. Walter Gilbert, of Derby, And if anything be wiped out, where, then, is your
it is stated, has had absolutely no experience in either justice, if she may be importuned by tears and influenced
painting or drawing of any kind, but when she is by petitions?
“ controlled ” by her guide she is able to do the most
The subconscious is the modern equivalent of the
intricately designed paintings in beautiful colourings. Judgment Book of the Scriptures; the simile is perfect.
A remarkable feature of this demonstration was that The Recording Spirit is our own, and as the old writer
while the painting- was being done, Mrs. Gilbert’s guide aptly expressed it : “ Memory is the scribe of the soul.”
gave some 30 clairvoyant messages to members of the
audience, practically all of which were recognised and
Mr. Francis J. Mott, who is to lecture on - A
accepted by their recipients.
Publisher amongst the Spirits,” under the auspices of
The guide informed the audience that he had been the International Institute for Psychical Research, in
an Italian designer while on this earth, but as he had Queen’s Gate Hall, South Kensington, to-morrow
died at the early age of 27, had left his work (Friday) evening, has given proof of original thinking
uncompleted, and so had returned to finish it through in his book, T u n in g In T o G od , and we are informed
this “ instrument.” Members of the audience inspected that he will dwell on social implications of the spiritthe picture at the close of the demonstration, which hypothesis which he believes have not yet been put in
the light in which he sees them.
lasted about two hours. Mr. D. Fairgrieve presided.
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16 Q u een sb erry Place, L on don , S.W .7
(3 minutes from South Kensington Station).
O pen 10 a .m . to 10 p .m . (Sundays excepted.)
P h o n e : K ensington 3292-3.
T e le g r a m s : “ S u rv iv a l,” L ondon.
P re s id e n t: M iss L IN D -A F -H A G E B Y .
H on Treasurer
Ca r n e l l .
Secretary :

Capt. A. A.

Miss

H on Librarian
S t a n l e y D e B r at h , m .i .c . e .
M e r c y P h il l im o re .

IN C LU SIV E M E M B E R S H IP F E E — 1 G U IN E A P E R
(i.e.,

L.S.A. and Quest Club.)
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Facilities include Library, Lectures, Demonstrations of
Clairvoyance, Use of comfortable premises.
Private
Sittings arranged with approved Mediums.
Spiritual
Healing.
Special Assistance to Enquirers.
A P P L Y T O S E C R E T A R Y F O R FU LL P A R T IC U L A R S .

DIARY OF EVENTS.
Tuesday, February 25th, at 7.30 p.m.—
M is s JA C Q U E LIN E .

P u b lic M eeting fo r E nquirers.

Wednesday, February 26th, at 5 p.m.—
M r . W . H . E V A N S on “ W hat does S piritu a lism teach a bou t G od
T O N IG H T ,

Thursday, February 20th, at 8.15 p.m.—

A t C A X T O N H A LL, S .W .l
M r. C. R . C A M M E LL on “ M atter and S p ir it.”

(See Special Announcement, Page 114).
Friday, February 21st, at 7 p.m.—
M iss LILY T H O M A S . Group Seance (limited to ten sitters)
Friday, February 28th, at 7 p.m.—
M rs. R O S E L IV IN G S T O N E . Group Seance (limited to ten sitters).
D evotion al G rou p s fo r A bsen t H ealin g :

’Conducted by Mr. W. H. Evans; Sitters invited.
Mondays, 2.15—2.45; 6.30—7. Tuesdays, 6.45—7.15 Wednesdays,
3.30—4 . Animal Group, 4.30—5 Thursdays, 3.45—4.15 ; 7.45—8.15.
Fridays, 2.30—3, 7.30—8. Obsession Group, Saturdays, 3—3.30.

S PI R I T U A L I S M

THE H A N D M A I D
RELIGION

OF

“ gPIRITUALISM as the Handmaid of Religion ”
was the subject of the lecture at the L.S.A. on
Wednesday afternoon (February 12th), in the series
devoted to “ the Teachings of Spiritualism as a Guide
to Life.”
Speaking as a Churchwoman, the Lecturer said
Spiritualism might be a great force for good if used as
the handmaid of the Christian Religion. To herself,
Spiritualism had been a great help by demonstrating
the continuity of life throughout the spheres, the
importance of character and the continuity of service.
When Spiritualism was allied to Christianity, the
Bible became more wonderful than ever, for the psychic
incidents could be understood. The value and meaning
of the Sacraments of the Church were also more com
pletely understood; those who partook of the
Sacraments knew that, through them, they could
approach and touch the Master, even as the woman
in the crowd touched the hem of His garment and was
healed.
Apart from Religion, there were dangers in
Spiritualism, especially to those attracted to it by morbid
curiosity, excitement or ignorance of its real meaning.
It would be better to go slowly with propaganda work
rather than do harm to those who were not ready for
it. Propaganda relying on phenomena, such as the
man in the street demanded, should be severely re
strained, and should never be undertaken without an
explanatory lecture in simple terms.
Even the most precious jewels could be enhanced
in beauty and value by an appropriate setting, and the
Church provided such a setting for the Truths of
Spiritualism. The Church had been the one great
historic shrine of spiritual truth and power all through
the ages. It contained the distilled spiritual experience
of the ages ; the best thoughts and highest scholarship
were devoted to its service. The Church was invested
with a sanctity and reverence given to no other in
stitution ; and Spiritualists whose psychic faculties
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were developed were the first to realise the extent and
value of the spiritual power accumulated in ancient
Churches and Cathedrals.
Psychometry provided
the reason for this, namely, that the prayers and
devotion of the worshippers had left their impression.
A friend with psychic vision had told her that she
could see a beautiful light streaming from the Altar
during a Church service and that the robes of the
Priest were also radiant.
Spiritualism alone and unaided could not regenerate
the world. Proofs of Survival were of great practical
value; and even more precious were the proofs thejr
got of the paramount importance of character. But
the average person, being spirit, needed a Divine
Person to adore, to follow, to pray to and to walk
beside, and this was to be found in the Church. Dying
on the Cross was but the last act of love of Dim who
came to live for us, with us, in us, and to open up for
each one who wills it the way to Everlasting Life here
in this world.
Spiritualists could do a great work by helping the
Church to carry out its wondrous mission land her
hope was that this would be their aim.
Replying to questions, the Lecturer said 'she had
spoken as a Churchwoman, but when she spoke of
“ The Church,” she wanted to include all the Churches.
Asked what should be done when Church people
told Spiritualists that they were being led astray by
the Devil, the Lecturer said all she could suggest was
patience and prayer that the ignorance of such people
should be dispelled. She thought, however, there was
some reason to fear that people who were merely
curious might get into touch with evil spirits. This
could be avoided if Spiritualism were definitely regarded
as the handmaid of Religion.
The next lecture of this series will be delivered next
Wednesday (February 26th) by Mr. W. H. Evans,
whose subject will be : “ What does Spiritualism teach
about God.”
D O C T O R - G U I D E ’S W A R N I N G

jV|RS. HELEN HUGHES, the clairvoyant and trance
Medium, tells the following story :—
“ On one occasion, a lady came to have a sitting with
me, and my Doctor-Guide came through and told her
that she must at once go to her medical man as there
was something wrong with her breast.
“ When I came out of trance she told me what my
Guide had said, but declared that there was absolutely
nothing the matter with her. She said she did not
have even the slightest indication of indigestion, which
might have led my Guide to this conclusion. Two days
later, however, she noticed a small lump on hjsr breast,
and immediately she telephoned to her own doctor. In
a few days she was operated upon for cancer caught in
its infancy !
This was a complaint from which she did not even
suspect she suffered, and, but for that message, this
dreadful disease would probably have proved fatal.”
THE

BIGGEST D E N O M I N A T I O N

I am reminded of the story of the man who was asked
to which denomination he belonged. He hesitated for
awhile and then said, “ Church of England.” His
questioner, suspecting that he was not an actual
member of this Church, said, “ Why do you say you
belong to the Church of England? ”
“ Well,” replied the man, “ the other day I went
into one of their Churches and heard them spying that
they were the people who left undone those thing's which
they ought to have done, and did those things which
they ought not to have done, and I said to myself,
‘ That’s me ! ’ ”
Then he added reflectively : “ It must be the biggest
of all the denominations.”
He was right! It is ! We all belong to i t !
[ B r o t h e r J o h n , in T h e Inquirer for February 15th.]
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T u e sd a y, F ebruary 25th, at 5 p .m .— M rs. IIE W A T M cK E N Z IE
“ T H E G R O W T H O F T H E S P IR IT U A L FA C U L T Y IN M A N ”

S U N D A Y , F E B R U A R Y 23rd, 1936.

F riday, F ebruary 28th, a t 3 p .m .—M r . W . S. H E N D R Y
“ V IT A L M A G N E T IC H E A L IN G ”

11 a .m .— Mr.

H. ERNEST HUNT
Clairvoyant: Mr. Thomas Wyatt.
6.30 p .m .— Major C. C. COLLEY
Clairvoyante : Mrs. Helen Spiers.
Sunday, March 1st, at 11 a.m.
...
. Mr. DAVID BEDBROOK
Clairvoyante : Mrs. Helen Spiers.
Sunday, March 1st, at 6.30 p.m.
...
Dr. H/P. SHASTRI
Clairvoyante: Mrs. Evelyn Thomas.

P U B L IC C L A IR V O Y A N C E
(N on -m em b ers, 2 /-)
W E D N E SD A Y , F E B R U A R Y 2 6th, at 8.15 p .m .—
M rs. H E LEN S P IE R S .

G R O U P CLA-IRVOYANCE
(Lim ited to eigh t sitters.

S ilv er C ollection on en try.

N o n -m e m b e rs , 4 /-)

F R ID A Y , F E B R U A R Y 21st, at 5 p . m . - M r . G . de B E A U R E P A IR E

O P EN

M O N D A Y , F E B R U A R Y 24th, at 3 p .m .— M rs. G R A D O N T H O M A S
F R ID A Y , F E B R U A R Y 28th, at 5 p .m .—M rs. LIL L IA N D U N C AN

M a r y le b o n e S p iritu a list A s s o c ia t io n . !
LIMITED BY GUARANTEE. ______________
SUNDAYS at 7 p.m . at

ï

QUEEN’S HALL

î

LANGHAM

P L A C E , W .l.

I Sun,, February 23rd.

Speaker : Mrs. BA RK EL,
(Trance Address)
Clairvoyante : Mrs. STELLA HUGHES
• Sun., March 1st. Speaker : Rev. TYSSUL D AVIS
!
Clairvoyante : Mrs. Helen Spiers
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» For particulars of weekday activities at Headquarters. |
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Marylebone House, 42 Russell Square, W.C. 1
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Apply Secretary : MUSEUM 0676.
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13 PEM BRIDGE PLACE, BAYSW ATER, W .2.
(Marriages Solemnised)

1
S

SUNDAY, F E B R U A R Y 23rd—
11 a.m. M rs. D. C. W illia m s, Trance Address.
jj
6.30 p.m. M r. H. E rn est Hunt.
| TUESDAY, F E B R U A R Y 25th,at 8 p.m.—
g
M iss L ily F o r d ’ s “ Know T hyself” Meeting.
jj
Silver Collection.
■ W EDNESDAY, FE B R U A R Y 26th, at 7.30 p.m.—
n
M r. G. G lo v e r B oth a m , Address and Clairvoyance,
K
.
Silver Collection.
P
B

|
J§
§
j|

On W ednesday from 6 to 7.30 p.m.
„ F rid a y
„
2.30 to 5 p.m .

=_

Arrangements must be made with the Secretary.

2.30—
4 p .m . M rs. L ivingstone, b y appoin tm ent.
2.30—
M rs. B ir d ’s Ladies* H ealing C ircle. F o r appoin tm ents w rite to
M rs. M oy sey (Hon. S ecretary).
2.30—
4 p .m .—M rs. St. C la ir S tob a rt w e lco m e s enquirers.
6.30 p .m .— O pen M eeting in the G rotrlan H all.
7.45
p .m .—M rs. B ir d and M r. B ay er S m ith . C la ss o f In stru ction for
p otential healers.
Tuesday. M rs. L ivingstone, by appoin tm ent.
Wednesday. 12.30— 1.30 p .m .— Open M eeting La G rotrian H ail.
2.30—
4 p .m .—M rs. St. G lair S tob a rt w e lco m e s enquirers.
6 p .m .—M rs. B ir d ’s L a d ie s’ H ealing C ircle. F o r ap p oin tm ents w rite
to M iss R o b e rtso n , H on. Sec.
Thursday. M iss L ily T h o m a s, b y appoin tm ent.
7 p .m .—M rs. B ir d ’s M ixed H ealing C ircle. F o r ap p oin tm ents w rite
to M iss M ich ell (Hon. Secretary).
Friday. 2.30— 4 p .m .—M rs. St. C lair S tob a rt w e lco m e s enquirers.

W E D N E SD A Y CIRCLES (lim ited to eight sitters)
Members , 3s.; Non-M em bers, 4s.
F eb. 26th
2.30 M rs. F illm o re .
M a rch 4th 2.30 M iss L ily T h o m a s

W ed nesd ay, F eb ru a ry 26th, at 3 p.m . M iss JA C Q U E LIN E .
C ircle f o r Clairvoyance. (Limited to 8)
T uesd ays, a t 3 p .m .—P U B L IC C L A IR V O Y A N C E

(Silver Collection)

T hu rsd ays, at 3 p.m .

O PE N D E V E L O P IN G CLASS

Members, 1/- Associates and Visitors, 1/6
H E A L IN G A N D D IA G N O S IS
M IS S J A C Q U E L IN E and D R . B R A U N
P rivate Patients b y appoin tm ent.
C LIN IC : W ednesdays 6 to 7 p.m .
V olu ntary C ontribu tion s.

Mrs. HELEN SPIERS,
Demonstration of Psychometry.
M e m b e rs, S ilv er C o lle ctio n ;

|

FOR

S Y LLA B U S .

N o n -m e m b e rs, 1/-.

jj

H

Saturday, February 29th, at 8 p.m.

¡j
jj

“ A n A rtist P o rtra y s the D e a d ”

l:

LANTERN

LECTURE
b y M r. F ran k Leah.

Mr. Leah will show two kinds of portraiture— drawings and
sculpture-—fully demonstrating a four dimensional vision.
Dr. M ARGARET VIVIAN in the Chair.

p

T ick e ts : M em b ers, 1 /-, N o n -m e m b e rs , 1/6.
R e serv ed Seats : M e m b e rs, 2/6, N o n -m e m b e rs , 3 /-.

B O O K S H O P A N D L E N D IN G L IB R A R Y O P E N
(Saturdays excepted) 11 a .m . to 6 p.m .

DAILY

£n?M£BaanaaEBaaaBacBSGg»;iiBnaaBSNEa5SiicaHKaBaac*aBECB«uBaBai!BnaaMHBHHiiHBi!

\ PSYCHIC

DEVELOPMENT

|

L e t us teach you to unfold your latent psychic powers

|
|
5
|

T h e P sych osen sic C orresp on d en ce system is m eetin g with w o r ld w id e su ccess. W hy should n ot Y O U benefit b y It also ? YO U
possess inherent pow ers, w h y n ot cultivate them at h o m e ? W e
a re con stantly receiving letters such as these :—

jj
R. 1431 “ May I say, upon finishing my last paper, how very
g
pleased I have been with the course. Not only have I
~
been shown the way to psychic development, but my
g
physical health has benefited and my sense of personal
n
power increased. I consider my money well Spent.”
n
S. 1049 “ This course is wonderful and has been a great consolation
n
to me. The books are charged with a force one cannot
b;
fail to receive great benefit from.”
g Send 1-Jd. stamp for full particulars of the Course to the Secretary.

j?

g
g
5

|
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■
■
s
■

M rs. A N N IE B R ITTA IN
p
p

5
W R IT E

M iss Jacqu elin e
M rs. L ivingstone.

Friday, February 21st, at 7.30 p.m.—

P SY C H IC

“ A T H O M E »»—Friday, F eb ru a ry 28th, at 3.30—M rs. T A Y L O R
Subject : “ W hy W e F ea r D eath .”

6.30
6.30

P rivate S ittings a rra n ged d a ily with the follo w in g M e d iu m s :— Mr.
Glover Botham, Miss Frances Campbell, Mrs. Esta Cassel, Mrs. Fillmore, Mrs.
Hirst, Miss Jacqueline, Mr. Horace Leaf, Mrs. Rose Livingstone, Mrs. Evelyn
Thomas, Miss Lily Thomas and Mr. Frank Leah (Psychic Portraiture).

Ube ‘ 'em. TL Steaò ’ Xibrarg anò Bureau
SMITH SQUARE, WESTMINSTER
Telephone : Vic. 0567
Hon. Principal : MISS ESTELLE STEAD.

Adm ission Free

W E E K D A Y A CTIV ITIES

M ond ay.
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W ednesdays, 12.30 p .m .

Organ Recital,'Address, Questions Answered and Clairvoyance.
M onday, F eb ru a ry 24th.— Speaker: M iss E stelle Stead
Clairvoyante: Mrs.vEvelyn Thomas
W ednesday, F eb ru a ry 26th.— Speaker: M r . H o ra ce Leaf
Clairvoyant: Mr. Horace Leaf.

jj

Mr. GLOVER BOTHAM and Healers are in attendance at the Healing l!'
Centre:
¡j

p

M EETIN G S

M on days, 6.30 p .m .

attends d aily fo r P rivate Sittings b y appoin tm ent.
A lso G rou p Seance3 every W ednesday at 3.30 p.m .
L im ited to 8 sitters, 5 /- (m ust be book ed in advance).
D eveloping cla ss (M r. and M rs. B rittain), T u esd ays at 7 p .m ., 2/6.

THE
n
=

PSYCHOSENSBC

IN S T ITU TE ,

28 St. S tephen’s R oad , B ays water, L on d on , W.2.
P hon e—B aysw ater 2790.
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INSANITY AND PSYCHIC
8y H ENRY S. HILLERS
(Reprinted from the Journal of the American Society
for Psychical Research)

pO R the past twenty years I have had to contend with
the opinions of friends and acquaintances on the
doubtful sanity of any person interested in psychic
phenomena,
I have also had to listen to family
physicians advising patients to steiy away from seances ;
to the psychiatrist stating that the asylums are full of
Mediums; to the psychologist saying that psycho
analysis explains everything, and to Mediums and
others emphasising the danger of “ home circles,” and
so forth.
In 1928 I endeavoured to investigate such cases of
insanity supposedly due to some phase of mediumship as
1 could find. I wanted to know if mediumship was
actually the cause. I am still waiting to investigate the
first case.
This past winter I entered the services of a private
institution for the insane. There were, on an average,
some 150 patients about equally divided as to sex. These
patients seldom remained more than three or four
months before being transferred to State institutions,
which resulted in a rapid turn-over of cases. Searching
the records, I could not find one patient with a history
of mediumship, occultism, or as a student of psychic
science. Nor were there any records of patients who
had suffered under the delusion of being psychically
gifted. There were numerous patients of the religious
monomaniac type, but all had been attached to regular
orthodox churches or to no church at all.
That there are Mediums and other occult students who
have become insane is not doubted. When the subject
is scientifically investigated, I believe the statistics will
show that this class will have a lower numerical ratio
than will be the proportion of most other classes of
individuals. There are, of course, plenty of morons in
every stratum of society, but I have never known a
Medium or occultist that I could honestly classify as
insane.
Nevertheless, there is a general fear of insanity
connected with psychic phenomena in the public mind.
It sometimes assumes the character of ordinary
ignorance, professional jealousy or, more often,
commercial motives. The summary of my observations
leads me to believe that this fear of insanity springs from
the same source and is similar to the inherent and innate
fear of death and the dead.
Another concurrent belief is that psychic phenomena
are common among the insane. This I searched for.
Those afflicted with hallucinations were selected as the
subjects most likely to show evidence of clairvoyance.
These hallucinated patients carried on regular conversa
tions with imaginary persons. I was able to persuade
certain patients to describe this imagined second party
to me. They would often describe in minute detail the
conversation, tone, sex, posture, features, clothing and
so forth.
At first I was completely misled into believing that
several of the patients were actually seeing clairvoyantly.
I can well see where a casual observer would make the

PHENOMENA

same mistake. On closer investigation it invariably
turned out that I was dealing with an unrestricted flow
of hallucinatory pictures from the subconsciousness of
the patient and nothing more. At no time could I find
any convincing evidence of clairvoyance, clairaudience,
psychometry or pre-vision.
There were, however, two cases of psychasthenia- that
may be of interest. The first was that of a patient with
suicidal tendencies. His neurotic train of thought would
bring on a peculiar sensation of heat. He could in no
way escape it. Standing at the open window with ths
thermometer near zero seemed only to increase his heat
production. He explained he was the centre of a heat
area with a radius of about five feet. He said he knew
the cause was within himself and not due to some
external agency. This sensation of heat woujd increase
in the course of about two hours to such a stage that it
would cause a maniacal outburst and he would have to
be restrained. From two to s:x hours later; he would
return to normal as if coming out of a tfance, and
complain of being cold. He had no idea of the cause
of this peculiarity and I could not trace it to a psycho
logical starting point. In connection with this case may
be mentioned the reported occult practices among
certain monks in Tibet : the development of what they
call esoteric “ tumo ” or the psychic art of generating
a flow of heat within the physical body. It is alleged
that on the coldest day only a thin cotton garment is
worn and the novices practise by wrapping themselves
in wet sheets and lying in the snow. It seemed to me
that the patient was, in some unknown and un
controllable way, duplicating these practices,
The next case was that of a patient who 'complained
of being lost because he was floating in darkness. He
was apparently in contact with his environment in the
same manner as a hypnotic subject is with the operator.
A similar condition is often caused by first putting the
subject to sleep with hypnotism and then following with
mesmeric passes. In the patient’s case, unfortunately,
I could in no way gain sufficient power oVer his sub
conscious mind to overthrow this apparently fixed
hallucination. In my opinion this was not an hallucina
tion in the usual or ordinary sense, but a situation
whereby his primary mental condition had in some
manner externalized the conscious portion of the mind,
and possibly some of the subconsciousness, into the
“ etheric double.”
|
■
■
■

L I G H T
U smsim! V o lu m e s » 1 9 3 5 «
832 Pages.

Bound Half Leather.

Postage (Inland only) 9d.
AN

13colt

'Rcfetoce

Manager— 16^Queensberry Place, London, S.W. 7. @
fa

This lettered Card, used with a Pendulum, forms an easy means of
investigation into the. Psychic. Many who earnestly desire; communi
cation are making no progress for want of an instrument that can give
THE PSYCHIC T A L K IN G C A R D AN D
the necessary help. " Responda ” is simple and sensitive enough to
PENDULUM F O R M E S S A G E S A N D
yield results, even to those endowed with but little mediumship.
TELEPATHIC D E V E LO PM E N T.
Can be operated by one person, sitting alone at home. Miss J. U.
(Bexhill) writes “ I am led to write and thank you for the ‘ Responda.’
Words cannot express what it has already done
for m e. . . . I am in constant touch with m y dear father . . . Now I know."
Post paid, H om e 3/8 ; A b roa d 4/3

£C
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■
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RESPOiDA”

Also “ RESPONDA LUMINOUS ”
The same in principle as the ordinary " Responda,” but set in case, self-luminous and usabie in light, dimness or complete
darkness. Mrs. N. de H. w rites:— “ I want to thank you for your wonderful ” Responda,” which enables me to commu
nicate with my beloved husband. Life is quite changed for me since I haveit and I am deeply thankful for it . . . "
Both obtainable from :
Please send a '■ Responda Luminous " t o . . . . "
(Post Paid, Home ¿1 1 0 ; Abroad £1 3 0.)
R. A. ROBSON, 21 FAIRFAX ROAD
[Price altered by increased cost o f manufacture )
CHISWICK, LONDON, W .4., ENGLAND
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MEETINGS

N AT IO N AL SPIR ITU ALIST CHURCH, 16 Bath Road, Bournemouth.
Resident Minister, Mr. F. T. Blake. Sunday Services at 11 and 6.30. Tuesday

at 8, Phenomena ; Thursday at 3, Phenomena. At 8, Educative lecture and
discussion. Friday at 6, Healing. Guild attends to give treatment to sufferers.

ON

22nd

FEBRUARY

HEALiN G

at 3 p.m.

C . S. COLLEN-SM ITH , Ph.D., Ps.D., Psychotherapy, psychic healing;
Mental and Nervous Disorders, Neuroses, morbid fears, etc. Also children.

BY

44

Classified Advertisements.
Advertisements in LIGHT reach a large and growing circle of readers
who cannot be reached through any other psychic journal; and results
are almost invariably excellent.
Prepaid Rates for small classified advertisements— 24 words, 2 /-, mini
m um 2 /- ; every additional 6 words, 4d. Box number, 6d. extra.
Send with remittance to Advertisement M anager, LIGHT, 16 Queensberry Place, London, S.W .7.
Telephone : Kensington 3292-3
(Advertisements given over the ’ phone m ust be verified in writing)

CHURCH

L O D G E
SATURDAY,
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Available for Spiritualist Propaganda Meetings, public or private, Lectures, etc.
27 Manchester Street, W .l (Welbeck 9449).

W HITE

95

HEAL YOUR M IND
W . T . AM ESBU RY, Psycho-therapeutics, psychic healing, functional and

(G u ide o f G race C o o k e )

nervous disorders. 44 Westbourne Terrace, W.l (Paddington 1931).

Chair : M iss Estelle Stead.

PEMBROKE

LO N D O N & C O U N T R Y HOTELS, etc.

HALL

SUSSEX.
“ YOUR SPIRITUAL H O M E .”
AU Bedrooms hot and cold water,
electric light, gas fires, pure, varied, generous diet. Write for tariff— Mr and
Mrs. Massingham, 16 and 17 Norfolk Terrace, Brighton.
(24
SURREY.
A HEALTH RESTORING SANCTUARY, where rest, recuperation,

PEMBROKE GARDENS
K E N S I N G T O N , W.8

Services.
Sunday, February 23rd, at 6.30 p.m.—
Address by "W H IT E EAGLE.
Mrs. Grace Cooke (C)

health-giving food are understood; where soothing peace and subtle charm
prevail. Illustrated booklet, L., The Hermitage, Tatsfield, Surrey.

Thursday, February 27th, at 8 p.m .
Address. M rs.

now run as guest house, but suitable for Centre. 14 rooms, kitchen and offices,
6 would seat 50 persons each. Close Bakerloo tube and bus routes. Box 311

Cooke (C.)

HOUSES
FOR SALE.

London, W .9.

House with 40 years non-rental lease,

c/o L ight .

FO R SALE
Bock

College of therapeutic jfts^cboIOQ^
The College invites application for Membership
from all practitioners of psychological methods
of healing. Full details will be sent on request—
The Secretary,
College of Therapeutic Psychology,
210a High Street,
Croydon, Surrey.

Mrs. Faircioagh Smith, tSKJSS § £ £ £ & .
gives INSPIRATIONAL ADDRESS EVERY W EDNESDAY at 3 p.m .
followed by some Auric Delineations.
S IL V E R COLLECTIONS,
5.15 T R A IN IN G CLASS at

on Neuropathic Healing.

Scientific

manual for successfully

conducting Healing Circles and Self-Healing.
“ Every Man, Woman and
Child Their Own Physician ” by Ernest Lewis ; price 3/6. Line, Publisher,
5 Chigwell Gardens, Hainault, Ilford; also of Booksellers, Smith’s Bookstalls,
Foyle’s, Simpkin Marshall’s.

MEETINGS
THE CENTRE OF U N IT Y , 10 Hangar Lane, Ealing

Comm on.

NURSING HOME
A lady telephoned the other day and said, ‘ ‘ If only I had known of your

Home last year. I searched everywhere for a place like yours for my mother,
where she would have home surroundings, skilled, trained nursing, combined
with spiritual healing and understanding. You should make yourselves better
known.”
We are taking her advice, and using L ight for this purpose. Our Home is
very get-at-able, being near ’bus services and the District Railway, not 20 minutes
from the West End. To some people we are just an ordinary nursing home
(with extra home comforts) for medical, convalescent, elderly or nerve patients,
with trained nursing day and night. Special diets and any other prescribed
treatment skilfully carried out.
Our other activities are only between ourselves and those patients and their
friends who ask for them. Box 312 c/o. L igh t .

M ISCELLANEOUS
Two experienced sitters wish to hear from Spiritualists in Dover district

wishing to form a circle. Write Box 313 c/o.

L ight ,

1 Henrietta Street, Cavendish Square, London,

(behind D. Sc H. Evans.)
Also at Brighton, Sussex, 53 Old Steine,
EVERY T UESDAY at 3.15 p.m.

W R IT E FOR F U R T H E R P A R T IC U L A R S A N D

Mr.

ROBERT

KIN G

12 W E E K L Y

LE C T U R E S

SERIE S O F

A P P O IN T M E N T S .

^ f r i e n d ’s h o u s e
(Room No. J1)
Euston Road, N .W .l.

Tuesdays at 3.30 p.m.

Admission 1/-

Seventh Lecture: 25th FEBRUARY—
“ THE SACRAM ENT OF M ARRIAGE ”
Copies of these Lectures may be purchased. Apply for terms to
Miss Freda Watson, 29 Catherine Street, Westminster, S.W.l.____

Conan Doyle’s Return
By LADY CONAN DOYLE

Canon, Author and Poet
(1819-1875) Leader and Founder of the

Charles Kingsley,

Universal Group of Intuitives

Projecting

Brings each week, lessons which constitute
the NEW AGE GOSPEL OF REVELATION
SPIRIT INTER PR ETATION OF
THE BIBLE. Enquiries and application for

My Psychic Adventures
By COUNTESS NORA WYDENBRUCK
A n d illustrated articles on A L L phases
of Psychic and Occult Phenomena.
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W IG M O R E
5

PSYCHIC

CENTRE.

Grotrian Hall (Studio No. 3)
115 Wigmore Street, London, W.l (Telephone: Welbeck
Demonstrator and Instructor : HORACE LEAF.

7382). ■

5

Private Interviews Daily.—10.30 a.m.—5.30 p.m., or by appointment. !
S Tuesdays, 8—Open Developing Circle, 2/-. Wednesdays, 3 p.m.—Psycho- 8
■ metry, 2/-. Every Friday, 3 p.m. and 8 p.m.—Clairvoyance Seance ■
S
(Trance), 3/6.
3

Psycho-therapeutics.

Psychic Development Postal Course.

For particulars apply Haa. Secretary :—Miss C. Gjillot.

.................... Olllim|IIIIIHIIIIlUIHIIIIUI3IBIlllUIIIIH9»8ff|IUI|l>*

Your Astral Body

By WILLIAM GERHARD!

AND

membership, apply, Mrs. C. D. Boltwood,
Grosvenor Hall, Grosvenor Road, Ilford, Essex.

On

Tuesday, February 25th at 8 p.m. Mr. ERNEST HUNT will give an address
on “ THE MYSTERY OF SLEEP.” Admission free. Collection. 5 mins.
Ealing Common Station.

In the
M a rch
issue
of

PREDICTION

N ow on sale at all Spiritualist Societies, N ew sagents and Bookstalls, 6d., or by post 7Jd., from
L . Burt, Link House, 4 -8 Greville Street,
London, E .C .l.
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BOOKS

FOR

These Mysterious People—Dr. Nandor Fodor
Encyclopaedia of Psychic Science—Dr. Nandor
Fodor ...
...
...
...
...
My Letters from Heaven— Winifred Graham

30/6
3/10

Four Miles from Any Town (Poems)— David
Gow
...
...
...
...
...

2/3

The Great Passing On— Edmond Holmes

5/6

...

Witness through the Centuries— R. Hegy ...
Lessons from Beyond— “ J u lia ” ...
...
Bear Witness— “ A King’s Counsel ”
...
M y Life in Two Worlds— Gladys Osborne
Leonard ...
...
...
...
...
Tlie New Nuctemeron— Marjorie Livingston
Harmony of the Spheres—Marjorie Livingston
An Outline of Existence—Marjorie Livingston
Elements of Heaven— Marjorie Livingston ...
Through the M ists—R. J. Lees
...
...
The Life Elysian— R. J. Lees
...
...
The Gate of Heaven—R. J. Lees
...
...

5/6
5/6
2/9
5/8/4/10
4/10
6/6
4/10
5/6
5/6
5/6

USEFUL
...
...
...
...

The Philosphy of Death—A. J. Davis
...
Spiritualism, A Philosophy of Life— W . H.
Evans
...
...
...
...
...

-

PAMPHLETS

Trance Addresses by J. J. Morse
...
...
...
...

SALE

20, 1936

Sir Oliver Lodge—
My Philosophy
8/Past Years
815/6
Why I Believe in Personal Immortality
5/6
Beyond Physics
6/6
Raymond Revised
6/6
Advancing Science
2/4
Survival of Man
Bridging
Two
Worlds, Vol.
-Wallis
5/6
Mansford
Bridging
Two
Worlds, Vol.
-Wallis
Mansford
...
...
1.
5/6
Meditations—M .E .M .
1/3
Thirty Years in the Wilderness— P. G.
8/McCulloch
8/The Book of Gerontius—George Nash
Freedom Through Understanding— Geraldine
Owen
3/10
The Witness— Jessie Platts
5/6
Spiritual Adventures of a Business Man—
T . A . R. Purchas...
8/Psychical Experiences of a Musician— F. Von
Reuter ...
...
...
...
L.
81Magic of Angels—C. A. Simpson
...
... 6/6
An Outline of Modern Occultism— Cyril Scott 8/The Popular Practice of Yoga— Dr. R. Mulbagala 81-

8/-

Psychical Science and Religious Belief— J. A.
Hill
...
...
...
...
...

Practical Occultism
...
Immortality
...
...
Spirit Life and Labour
...
A Spirit’s View of Reincarnation

F ebruary

Trance Addresses by E. W . Wallis
1/1
1/0J
3Jd.
3|d.

Death’s Chiefest Surprise ..
What Spiritualism Is
Is Spiritualism Dangerous ?

3/d.

The Seven Principles of SpiritualismHanson Hey
Heaven Revised— M rs. E. B. Duffey

1/1

3£d.
3Jd.
21d.

3^d.
1/1

Cash with order to L.S.A. PUBLICATIONS Ltd., 16 QUEENSBERRY PLACE, LONDON, S.W .7. A ll prices include postage.

NEW BOOKS
OH SPiRITWALiSM
THE EVOLUTION OF SPIRITUALISM
by 'Harvey Metcalfe.
7/6
REICHENBACH’S LETTER ON
AND M AGNETISM .
Translated by F. D. O’Bryne, M .A .

OD

A HERETIC IN HEAVEN.

4/6

§j M e d i u m s h i p ?

1
1

H O W T O BE
MEDIUM

||

by W. H. EVANS

PROBLEMS WHICH PERPLEX
by the Rev. G. Vale Owen.

4/6

THE OUTLANDS OF HEAVEN
by the Rev. G. Vale Owen.

4/6

f

p
§|

P R O J E C T IO N
by “ YRAM ”

PAUL AND ALBERT
bv the Rev. G. Vale Owen.

ft

A N A R T IS T IN THE GREAT BEYOND
by Violet Burton. 4/6
TH E CASE FOR SPIRIT
PHOTOGRAPHY
by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.

1

(2nd Edn.)

7/6

A stro lo g y ?
W H AT

IS

A STRO LO G Y?
by COLIN BENNETT

TH E RETURN OF GEORGE R.
by a friend of his in collaboration with
R. H. Saunders.

This is a beginners’ Guide to Astrology which
shows how one may cast one’s horoscope.

3/6

2/-

HUTCHINSON
Co.

?

P R A C T IC A L A S T R A L

jig

4/6

A s t r a l P r o je c t io n

1

FACTS AND TH E FUTURE LIFE
by the Rev. G. Vale Owen. 4/6

and

5 /.

7/6

THE CASE OF LESTER COLTMAN.
Lilian Wallbrook. 4/6

SILHOUETTES OF SPIRIT LIFE
by ' Amicus.’

A

(Publishers), Ltd., London, E.C.
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