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BEAUTIFUL

SPIRIT GUARDIANS WAITING TO
THE PASSING SOUL
Written on June 19th, 193Jh by the wife of a brother
officer of mine, at my request. She had told me of it
verbally and I asked her to write it out for me.—L. L.
H oare.

IN describing the last few hours on earth of my mother,

it would be wise to bring out first the following points
as to her character, type and normal line of thought.
She was what is often described as “ A sweet, vigorous
old lady,” a saintly, unselfish, healthy mother of a large
family, five of whom died when young. Many griefs
and worries and the hard work of bringing up a family
as the wife of a clergyman had failed to damp her cheery
spirit or to chill the glowing warmth of her nature.
She was greatly interested in everything, a great
reader, and kept abreast of her time. She adored my
two children, her only grandchildren. She was also
very fond of my husband and most interested in all he
did. She was religious in a practical way, but left the
study of religions to her husband, and carried out the
normal duties of a clergyman’s wife hospitably and well.
She did not read at any time books pertaining to an
after life or survival; was never introspective, other
than such as is normal to old people. I imagine,
however, that she was always a psychic without knowing
it.
She was 82 when she died, and had been so ill the
year before that her Doctor said he had never seen any
old person so near death, and yet recover (see below).
She was amazingly tenacious physically and very
healthy. On the day which turned out to be her last,
my sister and I were with her continuously. The Doctor
said she was sinking and she looked very frail, tired,
and was practically unconscious.
At 3 o’clock in the afternoon she suddenly recovered
consciousness and began to chat to us, feebly at first,
and then her voice became stronger and so much
younger. At first her memory roamed about her earlier
years and she forgot the present. Soon after this she
quite suddenly sat up and her mind came to rest upon
the subject of a book called The Lace Makers. Its
description of beautiful things and its delicate language
seemed to have captivated her mind at the time, and
it was as if her mind were being cleared by this
beautiful memory to prepare its reception for what was
to come. She talked with glowing warmth of the beauty
of the book and gradually, to our astonishment, life
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crept into her frail frame, light crept into her eyes. The
wrinkles seemed to clear from her face and in a short
time she looked amazingly young and beautiful. She
seemed to glow. Still more to our amazement, she sat
up and clasped her hands round her knees in the most
comfortable and cosy way, and oblivious of what
ordinarily would have been a monstrous effort at such
a time, settled down to a downright gossip. I can only
use such a word to describe the naturalness, the cosiness,
the lack of strain or effort—but the word gossip is
otherwise far from suitable. I am so afraid of
exaggeration at such an interval of time that I shall
find it difficult to convey a fraction of the beauty and
the glory of what followed.
T W O BEAUTIFUL BEINGS

It was very clear that she saw two Beings standing
at the foot of her bed. “ Who are those beautiful tall
people at the foot of my bed? ” she asked, and from
then she could hardly take her adoring and beseeching
eyes away from them. She afterwards explained to us
that they had come for her and were waiting to lead
her Home. She was afraid, almost desperately at
times, that they would go without her.
She then began a most vivid description of what she
saw. Her eyes left the confines of the room and seemed
to be gazing beyond at the most stupendous scenes.
She used words of beauty and description that she would
not have used normally. In trying to describe colours
she failed, saying: “ You have no words to describe
the colours or beautiful sounds in your language.” She
saw beyond the Guardians at the bed a very lovely scene
of river, valley, and mountain pass, through which she
said she saw throngs of people passing. She said : “ I
was here last year, I wonder if I ought to have stayed,
don’t hold me back this time ” (see above) and, smiling
to the Guardians, she said : “ I shall soon be ready,
please don’t let them go without me.”
At this period she was distressed and said: “ They
are all so beautiful; I am not pretty enough to go with
them.” I gave her a little pink silk wrap and she draped
it round her shoulders and head with the prettiest
gesture of feminine vanity I have ever seen. She then
insisted on putting pink satin bedroom slippers on her
feet, and then said : “ Now I look better.”
All through these hours, from 3 p.m. to 11, she at
no time had a distraught or strained look in her eyes
nor any suspicion of senility. The Doctor came in twice
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and sat there amazed, and said he had never had such
an experience and that he would not dare drag her back
as he had the previous year.
She sometimes lay back and was quiet, seeming to
smile and keep her eyes fixed on the scenes she saw.
Then she would resume her glorious description of
people, colour and grandeurs.
CHILDREN IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN

There appeared to her to be, among many other
things, people looking after and playing with many
children in a beautiful garden full of flowers. Also,
she several times mentioned a Being : “ It is not Alfred”
(my husbanjl), she said, “ but he is working out ideas,
putting them into Alfred’s head and helping him to
design things.”
And so on, hour after hour, using beautiful sentences,
laughing at times at us and with us in the sweetest
way, she crept nearer and nearer to the end (I prefer
beginning), while we sat enthralled and oblivious of
time.
;'jj
She began to droop a little, quite pleasantly, just
tired with all her wonderful marvels, but always saw
vividly the waiting figures whom she from time to time
unconsciously included by a look or word with us, so
real they were to her.
Her general anxiety was that her tenacious body
would again prevent her spirit leaving.
At last she sank back very gently. She appeared to
be seeing and talking to my father, who had died some
years before, and was describing my daughter, Diana,
to him, and to the waiting angels smilingly she said :
“ Diana, lovely eyes has my Diana-.” Then she sank
back smiling and passed on.
Bruce’s Farm,
C onstance B u tten sh a w .
Gibraltar.

GOOD CROSS EVIDENCE
T H E following seemed to me excellent cross evidence.
A child friend of mine passed over, aged about
twelve. She first started coming through to me through
the mediumship of Mrs. Cooper, calling me “ Daddy ”
though she was no relation. Later on, she came through
Mrs. Barkel and Mrs. Mason. One day, when sitting
with the latter, she came and, after passing the time
of day with me, remarked : “ You used to tease me
when I was on earth.” I told her that had only
been fun and no harm had been intended. She consented
to this, but told me that now it was her turn and she
was going to have her fun and tease me.
A little time afterwards, when sitting with the Misses
Moore, the Voice-Mediums, a kind of clicking noise
started, like someone snapping their fingers very loudly.
This seemed to go all round the room—now up in the
corner near the ceiling, now close to the floor, and it
continued so long that the Mediums discussed stopping
the sitting, not being able to imagine what this could
be.
Suddenly, a voice said : “ Daddy, I ’m teasing you.”
I said : “ You little dear,” and the voice replied : “ I
am sitting on the trumpet doing it.” I said: “ Well,
then, bring the trumpet on to my head and do it.” Sure
enough down came the trumpet, resting lightly on my
head and the clicking noise came all round it.
During all this, I frequently continued a conversation
with the two Mediums, to convince myself that they
had not left their seat, and even if they had they knew
nothing about the child and her threat to tease me. No
wonder I am not only convinced of survival; an
experience like that helps me to realise that life on the
other side is very like it is here, with the same feelings
and joie de vivre.
C. H. M o w e r a y , (Major).
The Materialist never faces the fundamental issue that
the present existence of consciousness is quite as
mysterious as any supposed future existence of if.—Dr.
J. H . H y slop.

A ugust 8, 1935

B.B.C. TO RECONSIDER
Q U ESTIO N OF BRO A D C ASTIN G SPIRITUALIST
SU N D A Y SERVICE

jVJR. FRANK HARRIS, Secretary of the Spiritualists’
National Union, writes as follows :
A few weeks ago we asked the Governors of the
British Broadcasting Corporation to direct that the
Central Religious Advisory Committee should consider
afresh the question of broadcasting a Spiritualist Sunday
Service.
W e are now advised that the Committee is to deal
with this matter at its next meeting which takes place
in the early autumn.
So far, so good. In considering what we regard as
a matter of supreme importance—and a matter of
common justice—to a large body of religious thought in
the country, may we commend to the representatives of
the other religious denominations, in whose hands the
decision will lie, the observation of Lord Hewart made
in another connection that toleration in matters of
religion is only creditable when it is applied to someone
else’s religion.
W e hope the individual members of the Committee
will ask themselves the question, “ Would I have given
the same decision if my religion had been the one under
discussion? ” If they will do this honestly and fairly,
then we have no fear of the result of their deliberations.
I am interested to see that one or two letter writers
have stressed the fact that it is of little use planning a
campaign for legal recognition of Spiritualism, unless
it is done in time for each individual unit of the
Movement to take its part. I quite agree, but if the
writers of the letters would have taken the trouble to
read what has appeared they would have found that the
very things they had advocated were being done.
Parliamentary Sub-Committees of each of the District
Councils are now in process of being formed, and the
skeleton organisation and experience which has been
arrived at through participation in the various byeelections, will be used and amplified in time for the
General Election.
I would, however, point out that the time is not ripe
for the Spiritualists’ National Union to tackle proposals
for the regulation of the evils from which the Movement
is admittedly suffering. When recognition of Spirit
ualism as a religion is won from a reluctant judiciary,
then will be the time for every section of the Movement
to get together and hammer out its regulating code.
The S.N.U. will be prepared to take its place among
those, but to do so at the moment would probably lead
to its being charged with wishing to eliminate from the
field those sections of the Movement with which it cannot
find complete agreement.
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DISCOVERING SPIRIT GUIDES
By W . A. CALL.

a recent issue of L ight, I read with much interest
an article by Mr. W. H. Evans, on the subject of
“ Spirit Guides ” and the confidence which is sometimes
placed on their messages by some people, without
proving that these communicators were genuinely those
whom they professed to be.
Which leads me to put the question to anybody who
can enlighten me—Is there any method by which we
can discover who our Spirit Guides actually are?
I have frequently, when attending clairvoyance
seances at the L.S.A., heard others in the room
addressed by the Medium who gave them messages or
advice which purported to come from their guides, and
in several instances-it-was-perfectly' evident that this
was_the first occasion on which they had apparently got
into contact with these communicators, and until then
had known nothing at all about them.
On two occasions under the same conditions, I have
personally been given messages by the Medium, telling
me that the communicator was quite close to me, and
claimed to be “ My Spirit Guide.” In one case he was
a Hindu, and in another an Egyptian.
But some short time ago, at a private clairvoyant
sitting, a Frenchman turned up, and this was more
likely, as the first part of my life was spent in France
where I was born. He claimed to be my guide, and
absolutely elbowed out my usual communicators, and
refused to let them talk to me at all. He told me that
he had been watching over me all my life, and this was
the first opportunity that he had ever had to get into
personal contact with me, and therefore was going to
make use of it to let me know precisely what he
thought about me and my affairs in general.
IN

AN UNCOMPLIMENTARY COMMUNICATOR

I certainly listened to what he had to say, which was
decidedly in minor key, and it soon became evident to
me that I could not possibly make use of his private
opinion for any sort of testimonial. I will admit that
the communications showed a very considerable
knowledge of my family and private life, but according to
him, I had done everything all wrong, though he offered
no advice. I suggested that as he said he had been
watching over me so long, and had such a knowledge
of my actual conditions and circumstances, he would
surely see that the difficulties that I had to contend with
would not permit of any alteration of the existing
arrangements.
Here the Medium said that the guide then became
rather abusive, and was calling me rude names in
French. I begged her to tell me all about it, but
unfortunately she seemed unable to translate. So I had
to come to the conclusion that—either my so-called guide
was not quite the perfect little gentleman that I had
always hoped he might be when he did come to hand;
or, what seemed more likely, that the Medium was
not quite up to her usual excellent form that morning,
and might be getting her information through psychom etry; and as far as the guide was concerned, it was
not wise to treat him at all seriously.
I have always made it a point to rule out all messages
and communications received at sittings which I have
been unable to verify, or which did not fit in with
ordinary common sense, but nevertheless there are times
when messages or warnings come through which we
may not be able to understand at the moment, but
which should not be entirely disregarded, provided
we can feel reasonably assured that they come from a
genuine source, and that these guides are actually who
they profess to be.
But how can we find this out? I should value any
help in the matter.
One certainly gets some peculiar communications at

various sittings, for instance:—in February last, I
attended, for the sake of experience, one of the Friday
evening circles at the L.S.A. There were about nine
others present, all strangers to me, and I think to each
other. Possibly it was for this reason and the lack of
general harmony that the results were not at all a
success, and none of us appeared to get anything
through that we could really accept.
W A S IT CO INC ID EN C E?

The only message I personally got was that
the Medium told me that every time she looked
at me, I gave her a violent feeling of indigestion :
“ W as I suffering at all from this? ” No, I said, it
is the only thing that I am never troubled with.
“ Well, had anybody in the room got indigestion? ”
Nobody owned up to this, one lady only said she was
hard of hearing, but this did not count.
But the Medium again turned to me saying : “ No,
I am sure it is in your corner, as I get this feeling very
acutely when I look at you.”
This was not at all encouraging for me, as if this
were the case, it was evident I should have to take
some immediate steps to have my personal appearance
drastically restored or overhauled.
On my return home to Monmouth, I related this
apparently absurd incident to my family, and my son
asked me: “ At what time was your sitting on Friday ?”
I told him sometime between 7 and 8 o’clock. His
reason for asking was that on this actual Friday, he
had eaten a considerable quantity of pork pie for tea,
and at about 6.30 he got a very bad attack of indigestion,
which forced him to go up to his room and lie down
until it passed over.
While resting, he tells me that he started thinking
about me, and wondering how I was getting on with
my investigations in London, and this was actually at
the time that the circle was being held.
Now this may have been just mere coincidence, as at
the time he was in Monmouth, over 150 miles away from
the L.S.A., but I should certainly be interested to know
if such a feeling could possibly be picked up by any
means, from a distance so far away.

W H AT IS HYPERAESTHESIA?
rjj'HE findings of Mr. Harry Price’s research group that
“ Marion’s 1 telepathic ’ faculty is really hyperaesthesia of some of the senses, plus the ability to read
and analyse indicia unconsciously provided by his
audience,” confronts us with the question : is hyperaesthesia (a superacuity of the normal senses) as distinct
from telepathy and clairvoyance as one may infer from
Mr. Price’s conclusions? While in Marion’s case the
experiments outlined present a strong argument for his
faculties being on the borderline between the normal
and supernormal (or psychic), generally speaking the
dividing line between telepathy, clairvoyance and
hyperaesthesia is extremely difficult to draw. For
instance, as recorded in the Encyclopaedia of Psychic
Science (p. 178), a subject of Boirac showed tactile
hyperaesthesia by being able to read with his finger
tips in complete darkness. “ Being bandaged, his back
turned to Boirac, but holding his elbow he could also
read if Boirac passed his own finger-tips along the lines
of a newspaper. It did not make the least difference if
Boirac closed his eyes. Another subject could tell the
time from a watch wrapped up in a handkerchief.”
It would have been very interesting to know whether
Marion could have found the card, which he felt
previously, in the dark if, instead of himself, Mr. Harry
Price or somebody else touched it while Marion was
holding the experimenter’s hand.—N.F.
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NEGRO MAGIC IN DAHOMEY
off misfortune, for curing sickness, and for the
destruction of enemies. These witchcraft devices can
be purchased in the open market in Dahomey on certain
stalls, and the ingredients offered for sale and seen by
By MRS. H E W A T M cKENZiE
the author, who watched the natives haggling over the
jyjR. GORER visited West Africa in 1934, not in the price as if buying a bunch of bananas, would have
character of an explorer, but with the intent to study provided a veritable witch’s brew as in Macbeth, frogs’
negro dancers in their native environment, and his toes, wolves’ teeth, gall of goat, bats’ wings, and all
success in penetrating something of the esoteric life of sorts of dried reptiles, birds’ feathers, etc. “ To the
the negro, which interests my readers, was furthered negro, magic is just as much an ordinary part of life
by his being able to journey with a negro dancer, a as eating, they do not feel the need of constrained
man of intelligence, whose acquaintance he had made silence, or the hushed tones we bring to our “ religion,”
in Paris, and who had many family and tribal but the most potent grigris are only made by the
connections in Dahomey, W est Africa, giving the party priests, and their composition is unknown except to
an entrée often denied to Western travellers. initiates.
Incidentally, the author throws light on government of
If a murder has taken place, the priest, failing other
the negroes under French and English protection, and means, will even interrogate the corpse of the victim
reflects with a good deal of asperity on the French which by some means accuses the murderer, and revenge
regime, which, according to him, tends to break up the or expiation must follow, or the dead man will be
customs and observances on which the life of the negro angered and blast the family home, for though the dead
rests, drafts him away on foreign service and returns are considered to have exactly the same position in the
him dissatisfied and uprooted from all that made his spirit-world as in this, they are more powerful in sending
life a happy one.
weal or woe on the survivors, and must be kept in a
On the journey, which occupied several months under good temper by gifts placed on a little altar near the
very difficult conditions, practically living as the natives buried body. “ It is this mass of all his dead,” says
did, Mr. Gorer met many psychic marvels. Driving the author, “ that ties the negro to his land, his own
very late one night in a lonely district, he and his neighbourhood is friendly to him, permeated as it is
companions heard, above the noise of the motor-car by the spirits of his ancestors, they also bless his crops
engine, a number of voices speaking urgently and and multiply his beasts, and he feels all other soils
incomprehensibly. Nobody said anything, but later, a alien to him however apparently fertile they may be. ’’
negro asked if he had “ heard the spirits
“ the
PRIESTS' SPECIAL LANGUAGE
noises were certainly not echoes,” says the writer.
It is interesting to learn that the priests who supervise
Visiting a famous magician, they saw ritual dances the fetish or magic worship use a special language.
performed by entranced negroes. The magician spilled Children may be dedicated to this service from very
millet beer on the ground and seemed to listen intently early years, and be taken away to a hut or “ convent ”
to a low rumble which apparently came from the earth as it is called, in which the fetish is housed, and remain
on which they stood. He studied the puddle made by there for a considerable period, being trained in the
the beer and the pattern formed on it by the flies which ritual dancing and in the language. To catch them
settled upon it, and from this divination gave more or young for instruction seems essential in this as in other
less correct answers to the questions submitted.
religions. This priestly language is completely incom
prehensible to any negro not initiated in this way, it
W O M EN AS MEDIUMS
In Dahomey, women are not excluded from any may be a jargon version of a very early negro language,
religious rites, and in many instances are the Mediums and may be of philological importance, but the difficulties
used in religious practice. To the writer, the negro’s of acquiring any knowledge of it seem insurmountable
view of the after-life “ has a great resemblance to that to a European, as even intellectual negroes have no
acquaintance with it. The children trained in the
of such Spiritualists as Vale Owen ! ”
“ convents ” are returned to their homes after some
On another occasion, a diviner of fortunes, who is years, completely helpless, even having to be washed and
often a priest, took off all his metal ornaments and fed, and to re-learn their own language, and pver after
amulets before his operations, much as a dowser will are subject to certain taboos as to diet and habits;
divest himself of these before seeking for water or against this they have certain privileges in the
minerals. In this case special nuts were used, thrown community. Once a year they return to the 1‘ convent ’’
from hand to hand, the results of the throws marked for some ordeal, and may have penances for mis-doings
each time on a board. From this he arrived at the inflicted upon them, and they take part in all the public
nature of the question asked, which had already been rites and animal sacrifices. This seems to be a regular
secretly whispered to a special nut by Gorer at a distance system of training for mediumship from youth up. The
from the magician : “ Speech it is held has a magical ritual dances are often solemn and beautiful, using
significance and the spoken word must be treated with expensive and harmonious dresses and decorations, or
care.” The question was discerned fairly correctly, they may be of the wildest order, macabre in the extreme
and the answer, too, was acceptable. A full consulta in the animal masque furbishings employed.
tion by this method may take three hours, and the
A “ convent ” dedicated to fetish worship is only an
diviner employs a woman to assist him.
ordinary hut, with a small hole in the thatch for
The underlying idea of all negro magic is that a part entrance or illumination. It is, however, surrounded by
of a thing is equal to the whole ; a man’s nail clippings a large courtyard in which the rites take plape. These
or skull are the man ; a wax image is like the man it is “ convents ” are situated in the “ bush ” usually among
modelled upon and therefore it is the man, and trees, and a traveller without a guide would have
anything done to the image is done to the man.
difficulty in finding them, as there are no paths leading
So there is in Dahomey a great business and even to them. No one knows how many of these “ convents”
trade in making grigris, potent contacts, and images there are nor what goes on in them. The author,
of all sorts for magical purposes, to which there is through the good offices of a negro prince, was able
great faith attached both for self defence, for warding to visit one in which women were packed so closely
that there was barely room to sit. They were all
* A frican D ances, by Geoffry Gorer. Published by dressed alike in strings of cowrie shells and purple
Faber and Faber. 15/- net.
beads, were in deep trance and completely motionless,

PERSONAL EXPERIENCES OF MR.
GEOFFREY GORER
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all the actions of every-day life, feeding, washing, etc.,
had to be done for them by attendants, they were no
longer themselves, but filled with the power of the
fetish. They could no longer speak, unless under
certain rituals used by the priest, and then the response
was in the special language of the fetish. In this
convent ” the women were kept in this condition for
three weeks, and could not go out of the hut or see the
light except for ceremonies. The wonder workers,
another group, are kept in the trance state permanently,
and perform no ordinary actions nor do they eat solid
food, but these are few, living usually in deserted
districts, and only work through the agency of a
normally conscious priest; apparently these are hypno
tized for life.
When the women are called out for a ritual
dance they behave like blind people, and have to
be guided tojareventTfiem knocking themselves against
buildings or objects, and have to be purified by the
priests before returning to the hut, and helped into it.
As the author watched them dance they“ changed colour
quite noticeably, their skin going through any tint of
brown from dirty white to nearly black ’’ ; there may
be nothing physiologically inexplicable in this,” he says,
“ but the effect of half a dozen women with the colour
of their skins visibly altering all the time they danced
was very extraordinary.” Such practices seem weird
and repellent to Western minds, but this mention of
of skin discolouration is interesting. Is it a kind of
transfiguration by ‘ controls ’ or by emotional states
producing strange lights and shading on the skin, such
as has been remarked upon in the recent infra red
photographs taken of Mrs. Bullock’s transfiguration at
the International Institute for Psychical Research?
FINDING A THIEF

The Dahomeyans have a strange method of finding
a thief. A man had a silver bracelet stolen from him,
and Mr. Gorer was present at the proceedings used in
discovering the culprit. A magician was called in, and
took up his position near a main road close to where
the bracelet was said to have been stolen. A live
chicken was brought to him, he held it by its claws above
his head so that its beak was level with his mouth, and
started talking to it quickly, telling it about the theft
over and over again. The chicken soon began to bleed
from the mouth, a drop falling every few minutes. The
magician went on talking to it for perhaps half an hour
when a man suddenly arrived desperately out of breath
and fell panting on the ground. Still the magician
went on talking to the bird which suddenly gave a
strangled squawk, at which the exhausted man confessed
the theft and told where the article was concealed. The
chicken was put on the ground, and started pecking
about a little uncertainly. The explanation given was,
that when the chicken started to bleed the thief was
forced to come to the magician wherever he might be.
In Mr. Gorer’s view the negro religion is a purely
spiritual one, he does not acknowledge a material and
causal universe, and so succumbs easily to suggestion
through charms, omens, etc., and he can put himself
into peculiar states with great ease, trances or fits can
be induced even by the beating of a tom-tom. Spirit
reacting on spirit is his belief, the idea can kill him or
make him impervious to pain, and the few distractions
in tribal life permit of great concentration. Certain
negroes have been trained to harness their “ wild
talents ” as the author names natural psychic powers,
but to him it seems as if a miracle working mind and
a logically thinking one are incompatible. W e in the
West, seeking to understand psychic powers intelligently
know of this incompatibility, and what patience and
determination are required to discern the conditions
suitable for manifestation. That the many new distrac
tions of modern life are detrimental to mediumship I
am convinced, and this hindrance may by necessity bring
into being training centres for mediumship which are so
badly needed amongst ourselves to-day.
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A PARABLE FROM NATURE
By CAPT. Q. C. A. CRAUFUPvD

'J'H ER E are certain spiders which, having business to
perform in the lower world of water, take down with
themselves, in the form of a bubble, a small portion of
the conditions of their world of sun and air. When this
bubble, which surrounds them like an aura, is exhausted
of vitality, they ascend to the upper world and refresh
themselves with a new bubble.
Now these little creatures take advantage of laws
which are not very obvious to ourselves.
We live in a world of larger dimensions than they
do, and in this larger world the same sets of laws do
not appear to hold.
We, if we want to descend into the water in a bubble
of air, have to construct a solid shell like a diving bell
to shut out the water altogether. W e cannot take down,
as it were, an aura belonging to our own world, with
no definite partition.
It is said by those who converse with Feda, when
she takes on the earth conditions of Mrs. Osborne
Leonard, that they sometimes actually catch the
whispered conversation of those belonging to Feda’s
world, prompting h e r; under the ordinary theory of
temporary possession, this may be very difficult to
understand.
But in the light of what these little water spiders
have to teach us, it may be that Feda can, like the
spider, take down a temporary garment of her spirit
world, in the form of an aura, which has no sharp
dividing line of material like our diving bell. Those
who cannot take on earth conditions may still be able to
exist within Feda’s bubble of spirit-world or aura. With
this simile of the spider, it is perhaps easier to under
stand the operation of spiritual laws.
Let us imagine that a mayfly, whose former life in
the grub stage was in the world of water, wished now
to converse with companions of the water world who
had been left behind. It is not suited to dive into the
water world itself, but one could imagine it
accompanying the spider, protected within the bubble
from water conditions, and prompting the spider as to
what to say.
The water grubs, accustomed to the presence of the
spider, might fancy they could catch fragments of
direct conversation from the mayfly, existing, to them,
in empty space (for they know nothing of our upper
world).
These fragments would seem in some mysterious way
to belong to the spider, who would seem to be acting
as a sort of telephone exchange with the upper world.
I hope that this little parable from Nature may help
those who are in difficulties over this Feda problem,
to get things a little more into focus.

SIR THOMAS MORE
JT seems to me worth recalling (especially in this year
of his canonization) the words of the Holy Martyr,
Sir Thomas More, as recorded in the Life by Prof.
Chambers, recently published.
“ He spoke little before his execution. Once he
asked the bystanders to pray for him in this world, and
he would pray for them elsewhere . . . More assured
the Winchester man who had been sustained by his
prayer, that there need be no fear lest such prayer were
about to cease. Maybe that More . . . chose these words
to give him a second assurance of his continued prayer
elsewhere.” He was occupied, the account continues,
“ in the moments before his death with this thought
of continued intercession on behalf of the friends he was
leaving behind. And twenty years before, he had told
how his Utopians trusted in their communion with
their dead friends, though to the dull and feeble eyesight
of mortal man they be invisible.”
R osa M. B arrett .
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(T h e view s and sta te m e n ts of co rresp o n d en ts are not
necessarily endorsed by the E d ito r, w ho occasionally
p rin ts, in the in te re sts of free discu ssio n , letters w ith
w hich he does n o t agree).

THE CHURCH AND SPIRITUALISM
Sir,'—L ight has many readers among ordinary
Anglican laymen, who appreciate its judicial and fairminded attitude towards all Christian communities, and
the absence from its columns of that atmosphere of
sensationalism and partisanship which disfigures so
much journalism to-day.
As one of these readers, I venture to suggest that
Lt.-Col. David J. Smith’s article in last week’s issue
is hardly likely to advance the cause he has at heart.
It is regrettable that one who describes himself “ as a
member of the Anglican Church ” should display such
obvious ignorance of the organisation of the body to
which he professes to belong. The Church of England
is not a “ corporation,” wealthy or otherwise, and it
would be interesting to know what individuals Lt.-Col.
Smith has in mind when he speaks of its “ directorate.”
W hat is popularly known as “ Church Property ” is
the property, not of some huge central organisation, as
your contributor appears to suppose, but is property
belonging to the endowment of a multitude of individual
benefices or capitular bodies.
It is true that within the last quarter of a century the
establishment of a Central Board of Finance of the
Church of England has provided a fund for the financing
of such part of the Church’s work as can not be dealt
with on parochial and diocesan lines. The most casual
study, however, of such a readily available book of
reference as The Official Year Book of the Church of
England will make it quite clear that neither this central
fund nor the various diocesan funds are rolling in those
entirely mythical riches which Lt.-Col. Smith apparently
credits them.
The financial resources of a Church are, of course, no
criterion one way or the other as to that Church’s value
to the individual or the community, and I am not
concerned at the moment with discussing the respective
merits or demerits of Anglicanism and Spiritualism
although much might be said of several other rhetorical
mis-statements in Lt.-Col. Smith’s article.
W hat I do venture to suggest is that the best interests
of Spiritualism in the widest sense are not to be served
by bringing “ railing accusations,” based on imperfect
knowledge of the facts, against a Church which contains
many members who—certain episcopal pronouncements
notwithstanding—believe that Anglicans and Spiritual
ists have much to learn from each other and that,
whatever ultimate relationship between them may prove
to be, neither body would be the worse for a wee spot
more charity in its criticism of the shortcomings of the
other.
L eonard J. H odson .
159 North Street, Brighton.

PSYCHIC HEALING
Sir,—Mr. Linham says, in your issue of 1st inst.,
that Psychic Healers do not touch the physical body of
the patient. Well, I do not know if he refers to some
special form of psychic healing, but this I do know :
Mrs. Cleghorn who treats, I suppose, the best part of
a hundred patients every week in Cambridge, most
certainly touches the patients’ bodies. Almost the first
thing she does, when in trance, and with her eyes
tightly closed, and when she is unable to sense where
she is in the room, and is quite unable to tell whether
the patient she is going to treat is a man, child or
woman, is to catch hold of the patient’s hands, or rather,
his wrists, as he or she places them in her hands. After
that her different movements vary largely in accordance
with the patient’s ailment.
Taking it as a rule, however, she runs her hands over
the patient’s body generally, the patient wearing all his

In a moment or two she will tell that patient
all sorts of things about his inside machinery in
general. In short, in say five to ten minutes at most
she will turn that patient, much to his surprise, entirely
inside out, better and quicker than perhaps half-a-dozen
X-ray stunts could do in ten times the time and at
probably a hundred times less cost, Mrs. Cleghorn’s
fee being one shilling.
Great Shelford,
J as . H. B urn -M urdoch .
Cambridge.
MR. PA R ISH ’S W O R K

Sir,— I was amazed to read the remarks in L ight of
August 1st, by R. F. Linham that Psychic Healers
do not touch the physical body of the patient. I have
not met one yet who does not. Mr. Parish, who is
doing such wonderful healing work, touches the body
with great force and power.
(Mrs.) H. M. Glaser .,
A B EN EFIC IA R Y ’S TESTIM ONY

Sir,—-Having read Dr. W orth’s rather astonishing
letter in L ight (July 23rd), I feel, as a beneficiary of
spiritual healing, that it ought to be suggested to the
writer of the letter that, before he makes such mistaken
and sweeping statements, he should do a little investiga
ting into real spiritual healing. This he can not have
done or he would not have written as he has. Would not
the medical profession consider, and rightly, anyone who
has not made a proper study of medicine very foolish
indeed to criticise their work in a similar manner to the
way Dr. Worth has criticised spiritual healing?
E. N. P h ilipso n .

SWEDENBORG’S MESSAGE
Sir,—May I be permitted to comment on the note
appearing in your issue of July 25th, with regard to
Swedenborg, and in particular the assertion that
“ Swedenborg’s messages were and are part of the
Modern Spiritualist revelation.” Swedenborg declared
that he was called to his mission by the Lord Jesus
Christ to reveal the hidden spiritual truths of the Divine
Word and to give a new understanding of the love and
wisdom of the Lord himself, and, also, Swedenborg
says that the revelation was from the Lord Himself.
Modern Spiritualism does not claim this high
inspiration, but seeks to discover for itself the knowledge
of the spiritual world. Some years ago, just after the
publication of his book making a similar claim to your
own about Swedenborg, Sir A. Conan Doyle accepted
an invitation to debate the subject with our Rev. W. H.
Claxton, and Sir A. Conan Doyle was obliged to agree
on the evidence of Swedenborg’s own writings that he
had nothing in common with Modern Spiritualism, and
in fact condemns the man-made means of approach to
the spiritual world. Swedenborg warns us of the
dangers of this method, as indeed have several learned
students of psychology, such as Sir Oliver Lodge.
In the present form the writings of Swedenborg are
published in some forty volumes, they consist almost
entirely of a presentation of the inner revelation of the
Divine Word. Swedenborg’s own experiences in the
spiritual world—a very minor part of his work—being
used as illustrations of the truths he was commissioned
to reveal.
G eo . H. D icks , General Secretary,,
New Church Evidence Society.
[N ote .-—Why should Swedenborg, who was himself a
man—and, as Spiritualists believe, a highly-gifted
Medium—condemn “ man-made approach to the
spiritual world? ” His mistake—and the mistake of his
followers—is in supposing that the revelation he was
enabled to make as the result of his communications with
the occupants of the spiritual world was final and
complete.—E ditor . ]
“ AFTER TH IRTY C E N T U R IE S ”

Sir,—Mr. Battersby appears to be annoyed with me.
But judging from many letters I have received, readers
of his review in L ight appear to want to know what is
in the book.
F rederic H. W ood .
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BISHOP OF LONDON’S ATTACK
Sir,—If the attacks on Spiritualism recently made by
the Bishop of London were partly incited by the
Davidson Messages,” and many others of a similar
nature which sometimes emanate from public platforms,
most of us would agree with Sir Oliver Lodge, as stated
in L ig h t of July 25th, that the Bishop was perfectly
justified on that score.
But the fact still remains that the Bishop attacked
spiritual messages altogether; and although he admits
that he has had no personal experience of a seance, or
had a sitting of any kind, he openly states that the
Mediums either consciously or unconsciously read the
mind of the sitter, and are therefore preying on the
feelings of the bereaved.
Most of us who have experience know that this is
greatly exaggerated, and by suggesting conscious
mind reading, he is accusing many perfectly honest
Mediums of deliberate fraud, without having had any
personal experience to verify this statement.
It is perfectly true that many seances and public
meetings held under the name of Spiritualism are open
to very severe censure and criticism. Most of us deplore
this fact, but are quite unable to do anything to prevent
it. But it is also perfectly true that there are many
meetings and services held under the name of Christian
ity and religion that are by no means free from
irreverence and in some cases vulgarity. I have seen
certain revival services held in Nonconformist chapels
in Cornwall and some parts of Wales, which really
bordered on the blasphemous, and where the collection
seemed to be the main object. And at many street
corner meetings held in small towns, usually on a
Saturday night, one can, if they care to stop to listen,
hear some truly astonishing things, the motif of which
is Christian Religion in some form or other.
It is certain that the Bishop and other leaders of the
Anglo-Catholic Church would be highly indignant if they
were put exactly on the same level as these, but this
is precisely what the Bishop has done with Spiritualists
as a whole, and unfairly attacked those who try to
approach the subject in a reverent and earnest manner,
without having any real justification for such an attack.
He further states that communication of this sort is
dishonouring to the dead, and a waste of time and
dangerous for the living. Most certainly it is dangerous
if people approach this subject with an unbalanced mind,
or in an hysterical manner, or without first getting some
guidance or instruction before sitting.
But in the same way one could argue that some
of our lunatic asylums have quite a good percentage of
their inmates who are suffering from acute religious
mania, and that on these grounds Church-going
is a very dangerous practice, and should on no account
be indulged in.
It is a great pity that so many people who are hostile
to Spiritualism will not take the trouble to learn some
thing about it before openly making attacks in the public
press, and thus take the elementary precaution of first
knowing what they are talking about.
W . A. F all .
W H A T H APPEN ED TO TH E BO D Y

Sir,—I have been interested in the letters on “ The
Resurrection Body of Jesus,” and think the undernoted
experience may be of interest.
A few years ago, at one of our small meetings, we
were discussing what happened to the body of Jesus
after the Crucifixion, when a cross was shown to us.
The cross appeared on the wall of the room, and
reached from the floor to the ceiling. Jesus was nailed
on the cross. He appeared to be dead, and His head
hung down over His breast. After a little time, the
( C on tin u ed in n e x t colum n)
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TO RICHARD DIMSDALE STO C K ER

God speed, my friend, from us who remain behind,
From we who listened and loved, and knew your
w orth;
For thoughts so true, so lovingly forthgiven
Our thanks are poor. We send our love from earth.
How we shall miss you ! W e who remain behind.
But you have shown us the way to truth and—God !
Through you we saw shine forth His tenderness,
In you, His kingdom. May the way you trod,
The wealth you gave us. and the proud courage shown
Help us to fight, endure till all is past
Save Truth, which is our God, and we shall live
W ith Him in Heaven’s harmony at last.
Hail and Farewell ! God bless your upward journey
Towards the stars, to find new beauty there.
E. C. B u t l e r .

(Continued from previous column).

body slowly dropped to the ground, where it lay for
a few minutes, then gradually disappeared, leaving only
the loin clothes, which also soon faded away.
Then a voice spoke through the Medium, who was
all the time in deep trance : 11 You were discussing what
happened to the body of Jesus after the Crucifixion,
we have illustrated it to you. The body of Jesus was
so highly spiritualised that it dissolved into the elements
in a single night, leaving behind only the loin clothes.
7 Beech Avenue,
D uncan C a m pbell .
Glasgow.
MR. JO H N BU T LER ’S ARTICLE

Sir,—I should like to express my thanks to Mr. John
Butler for his admirable article in L ig h t of August 1st,
entitled “ How to convince our doubting friends.” It
is so excellent that I wish it could be reprinted as a
pamphlet and sent to every Spiritualist, and if this is
done, I will gladly subscribe towards the cost of
printing. Mr. Butler explains very lucidly how foolish
it is to try to teach children to drive a car before they
can walk, a mistake many of us are apt to make when
trying to explain to our friends the teachings of
Spiritualism.
Southbourne,
M argaret V iv ia n .
Bournemouth.
TH E PROBLEM OF RESPO N SIBILITY

Sir,—Some of the things and actions now regarded
as “ correct ” and so important, may seem grotesque
in a few centuries time; and, whilst unable to judge,
I am sufficiently optimistic to hope that the majority
of intelligent seekers in this subject will not readily
accept the vicious punishment version outlined under
the heading “ In an Icy Cage ” (L ig h t , July 25th).
Does not the subject of Conduct hinge around this
problem ? Presumably, the average human so conducts
his, or her, daily life on such lines as are thought,
believed or known, best to contribute towards their own
and others’ happiness.
However, all appear to have many and varied
limitations; and if, in ignorance, we err, little or much,
does the Just Spirit which pervades The Universe adopt
the same attitude as man-made law- where ignorance
is no excuse?
Might not this self-same Spanish Inquisitor have been
carrying out an irksome and abhorrent task in the
mistaken belief that it was right and his bounden duty
so to do; if so, would not re-adjustment and correction
seem more fitting than vicious punishment?
E. P. D ampier (Capt.).

LIG H T

504

August 8, 1935

SEANCE CONDITIONS
By FLO REN C E H O D G K IN
A l l c o m m u n ic a tio n s f o r the E ditor sh o u ld he addressed
“ T h e E d ito r o f L ig h t, 16 Q ueensberry P la c e , S o u th
K e n sin g to n , L o n d o n , S . W . 7. ‘‘P h o n e : K e n s in g to n 3292-3

Subscription Rates (including postage) — 12 months,
10s.6d ; 6 months, 5s.6d., or from Newsagents, 2d. weekly.
Subscriptions should n o t be sent to the Editor, but should in
all cases be addressed to the Manager of Light, 16 Queensberry
Place, South Kensington, London, S. W.7. Cheques and Postal
Orders should be crossed and made payable to L.S.A.
P u b l ic a t io n s ,

L td.

A merican and C anadian subscribers can remit by International

Money Order, obtainable at all post offices, or from the foreign
exchange departments of most national banks, at the current rate
of exchange.

A dvertisements : F o r rates a p p ly \ T h e A d v e rtise m e n t
M a n a g e r, L ight , 16 Q ueensberry P la c e , S o u th K e n s in g to n ,
London,
S .W .l.
(P h o n e
K e n s in g to n
3292-3).
T e le g ra m s: “ S u r v iv a l, L o n d o n .”
Entered as Second Class Matter, March 12, 1929, at the Post Office, at Boston
Mass., under the Act of March 9, 1879 (Sec. 327 P.L. and R.)
E D IT O R
.................................................................G E O R G E H . L E T H E M
A S S IS T A N T E D IT O R
..................................D R . N A N D O R FO D O R

As We See It
FUTURE OF PSYCHICAL RESEARCH

'p H E future of Spiritualism is a perennial subject
of discussion. The future of Psychical Research
is seldom heard of. It is easier to forecast the fruits
of religious aspirations than of scientific pursuits.
We know the phenomena that Psychical Research
is intent on investigating. We hope that, in due course,
they will be established as facts of science. But as to
the means of establishing them, we are in a stage of
growth and search.
One thing may be claimed as fundamental finding :
you cannot employ the same laboratory methods to
Mediums as you employ to guinea pigs or inanimate
objects. Psychical Research is not a physical or
chemical inquiry, but first of all a psychological one.
The means of test, therefore, have to be hum ane; and
progress, owing to the number of unknown or speculative
psychological factors, will be necessarily slow.
The first requirement of successful Psychical Research
is to provide perfect ease, comfort and congenial
atmosphere to the Medium. A room full of strange
instruments is likely to create a tension. In the ideal
seance room all recording instruments will have to be
built in the wall. Photography, except in special cases,
will be done by infra-red and ultra-violet rays. Visible
light will be reduced to the minimum and the spectrum
explored at both ends to the farthest reach.
There is room for unsuspected discoveries in the
ultra-violet end, particularly in the short wave band
which, at this stage, photographically is unexplored
territory. This is why the experimental success
achieved at the International Institute for Psychical
Research in solving the problem of simultaneous infra
red and ultra-violet photography is so important.
There is reason to suppose that psychic manifestations
reach us through the ultra-violet end. In the Margery
scale experiments, a quartz lens actually revealed an
invisible cylinder on the scale with an apparent suctional
effect.
Could we but prove that there are not only forces
present in the seance room but also super-physical
instruments through which invisible operators produce
the ends they have in view we would have provided
the best possible proof for the existence of an unseen
world.
One cannot, really, speak of the future of Spiritualism
alone. The real future, to which we are all hopefully
looking forward, cannot materialise without making
(Continued at foot of next column).

J AM glad to see an appeal for fresh flowers made by
one of the Centres, and for this reason.
A few weeks ago, seeking confirmation of an
astounding communication that had been made to me,
I arranged for a sitting with a Medium who was
unknown to me, and who lived in a place I had never
visited.
The result was almost past belief. Three of my
communicators were allowed to control and talk to me
direct, quite apart from all that the Medium’s own control
gave to me—one item being a masterly summing up of
evidence that has been given to me gradually, piece by
piece, over a number of years.
I commented on the quality of the sitting, expressing
my wonder that the world did not ring with the power
of this Medium who is, in fact, little known. The
control replied, practically word for word, as follows :
“ Will it surprise you, madam, to learn that you,
yourself, are largely responsible? You and the Medium,
both prepared yourselves for the sitting. You had but
a light meal two hours ago (as the Medium did), you
bathed your body and put on clean linen. You held
aloof from crowds.”
I said this, surely, was customary.
“ On the contrary, madam, it is v e r y rare. Women
rush in from a round of shopping. Men come, gorged
with food—even smelling of beer or whisky' at times !
“ Again, what preparation do your Societies make?
A n y t h i n g is good enough for Mediums !
Do they
provide any beauty, or seek for harmonious conditions
by keeping a room sacred to a Medium?
II A r e w e poor spirits w elcom ed by fresh flow ers?
Flowers there are, at times, but often the water is stale
and the vessels are not clean, and this is far worse than
nothing.
“ This room is set apart. The vibrations are not
mixed. Your guide was able to meet me here, and
rehearse with me, before your sitting, the difficult names
he wished to get through to you. Thus we were able
to give you confirmation and to satisfy you.
“ To this Medium, a sitting is a sacred trust—not
pre-eminent.ly a source of income.
“ Where such conditions prevail, we are able to work.
The results you have profited by.”
To give point to his remarks I may add that recently,
at a sitting in London the Medium could not ‘‘ go off. ’’
She said the room was filled with the people who came to
the last Medium. She opened the window—and waited,
saying : “ I w ish I could have a room to myself.”
I admit this is a council of perfection, but here is an
expression of definite guidance as to what should be
done to secure a good result and to give both the Medium
and the communicator a fair chance of success.
Are we not drifting, under the pressure of the demand,
towards actually creating poor conditions and indifferent
results?
The control I have quoted laid stress on the fact that
our Societies have become commercial, and think first
and foremost of their fees.
As he was so astute in matters known to me, that 1
could check, I am afraid he knew also what he was
talking about when he made this statement.
(Continued from previous column).

Spiritualism a science. That is why co-operation
between Spiritualists and Psychical Researchers is
so important.
Psychical Research, based on 80 year's’ findings
of Spiritualism and an understanding of subtle human
factors which are non-existent in other branches of
inquiries, is the very door which leads to a conquest
of the world.
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LOOKING ROUND THE WORLD
W H A T THE BISHOP SAID

A C A RA V A N MISSION

JT is on record that the Bishop of London once
solemnly asserted that a man was not changed by
death—that his individuality was the same five minutes
after death as it was five minutes before death. He did
not say how he knew this. It is true enough, but
obviously it is a truth which can only be made known
by a communication from the man after his death. Did
the Bishop ever have such a communication? Or did
he draw on the experience of some Spiritualist friend?
Or did he just draw a bow at a venture and declare
something to be true of which he had no actual know
ledge ?
However that may be, the Bishop should realise that,
assuming a man is the same after death as before,
he will still be interested in the friends he has left behind
on earth, and be anxious to speak to them.

J-^IDING on horseback from village to village, John
Wesley carried the message of Methodism through
out England. Mrs. St. Clair Stobart has visions of a
Spiritualist mission on similar lines, but with the
motor-car and caravan in place of the horse as a means
of travel.
To test the practicability of her vision, she has
completed arrangements to make a caravan-visit
towards the end of this month to two villages in
Leicestershire where the Vicars are known to be
friendly. She will be accompanied by the Rev. Maurice
Elliott, Vicar of St. Peter’s, Cricklewood, who is also
Hon. Secretary of the “ Order of the Preparation for
the Communion of Souls,” and both will proclaim the
message of Spiritualism as they see it—Mr. Elliott as
a clergyman who is also & Spiritualist and Mrs. Stobart
as a Spiritualist who is anxious that the facts and
implications of Spiritualism should be recognised by the
Church.
Should this experiment be successful, a larger scheme
for a caravan mission is to be prepared.

SIR OLIVER LODGE’S COMMENT

W riting in T it- B its (August 3rd), Sir Oliver Lodge
draws the attention of the Bishop to this probability :
“ Let us try,” he writes, “ to put ourselves in the
place of those who have recently gone over, having (let
us say) left behind someone we love, or being unable
to finish some piece of work to which we had set our
hands. Surely in such a case we should strive to get a
message across the gulf, and to utilize any and every
means available to get messages through.
“ There are not wanting students who have satisfied
themselves that a power of communication really does
exist,” Sir Oliver continues, “ and the possibility ought
to make us wary of condemning the attempt. Otherwise
the people who have departed, and who have much the
same feelings as they had when here, will be
disappointed, and unable to send the messages they
wish.”
W H Y IT IS DISHONOURING

It would be interesting to know what the Bishop has
to say to th is; and how, if he still believes that a man
is unchanged by death, he can justify the assertion that
it is “ dishonouring ” to the dead to provide opportuni
ties for the reception of their messages and for handing
them on to the people for whom they are intended.
If the Bishop agreed with the Old Testament sceptic
who said : “ The dead know not anything, neither have
they any more a reward ” (Ecc., ix., 5), there would
be some logical justification for his attitude; but, as a
proclaimed believer in conscious survival (however his
belief has been reached) he must surely see that his
attitude is absurd.
LADY DO YLE’S ASSURANCE

In a letter to the E v e n in g S t a r (Ipswich, July 25th),
Lady Conan Doyle hits out at a correspondent who, in
a letter to the editor, inferred that the psychic extra of
Sir Arthur published in T h y K in g d o m C o m e , had not
been passed by the late author. She says :
“ In actual fact, the photograph, which the sitter
gave to me as my property after it was taken, was
perfectly genuine, and has since been corroborated by
my husband in an unmistakable way.”
CAPT. KIDD’S TAVERN

The fate of another homeless ghost is bewailed in
(July 28th) in reporting that Turk’s Head,
one of the most famous hostelries on the Thames-side,
where 400 years ago Capt. Kidd revelled, is to be pulled
down. W e dwelt on the problem of homeless ghosts
in a previous issue of L ig h t , and it occurs to us now
that the idea of rendering an earth-bound ghost
homeless may be quite futile. In the mental world, in
which an earth-bound spirit lives, the old tavern will
continue and, as we may infer from psychometric and
other visions, may remain just as, or perhaps more,
substantial to the ghost than the earthly abode.
T h e P e o p le

HOUDINI MESSAGES

From Hollywood comes the news of a seance arranged
for Mrs. Houdini and twelve of her magician friends,
at which, much to Mrs. IToudini’s disappointment, her
husband’s spirit failed to manifest. This, no doubt,
will be exploited by the American Press as a new
proof of the futility of a belief in survival. Possibly,
the story will also be revived that Houdini has never
sent through from the dead the test message agreed
upon between him and his wife. That story is a wilful
falsification, in view of Mrs. Houdini’s testimony to the
contrary.
How the Houdini test message came through and
how it was accepted, is a matter of psychic history. It
is fully told in Mr. Francis R. F ast’s booklet, T h e
H o u d in i M e s s a g e s . From this we also learn of Mrs.
Houdini’s hunger for further communications which, for
some reason, have not been vouchsafed to her. The
report from Hollywood apparently refers to a new
attempt to g'et in touch with Houdini.
The question is not so much why it should fail, but
why it should succeed. Twelve magicians, probably all
incredulous and publicity-mongering, can hardly provide
the right atmosphere, not for the discarnate but for the
Medium. The difficulties in sending a message through
unadulterated from the other side are so great, at least,
that a case should never be made of a failure but only
of a success. How many professional magicians (who
somehow always fancy Mediums as their rivals) are
broad-minded enough to make this allowance I
CAN YOU BELIEVE IT?

W riting on “ Science and the Psychical ” in T h e
(July 31st), A. S. Russell makes a curious
reference to the levitation of D. D. Home reported
by Lord Adare and vouched for by others who witnessed
it.
‘‘ If,” he writes, “ one agrees that D. D. Home’s
famous exploit of flying out by one window and in by
a widely separated one, three storeys up from the
ground, never occurred objectively, even as a trick, it
was a wonderful thing to do as an efFort in mass
suggestion on the few people in the room who believed
they witnessed it. That Home’s experiment can be
imitated by impressing the necessary statements on a
few suggestible witnesses without anybody having to
fly at all, I know as a fact.”
We have read many assertions that mass suggestion
might account for such incidents, but we have no
recollection of anyone having gone so far as this writer.
Can anyone really believe that Lord Adare and his
friends were the victims of “ mass suggestion? ” It
may be hoped that Mr. Russell will be given an
opportunity of demonstrating the illusion.
L is te n e r
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VICAR ANSWERS BISHOP
OFT-ANSWERED ALLEGATIONS
CRITICISMS

AND

JT would appear that the Bishops of the Church of
England are getting seriously perturbed about the
spread of Spiritualism amongst their diocesan flocks.
Following closely on the attack by the Bishop of
London, comes an almost similar attack by the Bishop
of Winchester (Dr. Garbett). All the old criticisms and
allegations are repeated, as if they were new and had
never been answered. As summarised by the D a ily
T e le g r a p h , the chief points of the attack (which
originally appeared in the W in c h e s te r D io c e s a n
C h ro n ic le ) are as follow :
Dr. Garbett writes that his own impression is that
the adherents of Spiritualism are fewer and less active
to-day than they were immediately after the war.
He criticises particularly Christians who believe that
Spiritualistic phenomena confirm the teaching of
Revelation and those who believe Spiritualism is a
religion giving them help and knowledge they could not
find elsewhere. Among his chief points are :
The history of spiritualistic materialisation is largely
a story of the exposure of false claims.
The communications received, orally or in writing,
when they are not due to fraud, can often be accounted
for by the working of the unconscious mind or by tele
pathy.
They are usually pious and sentimental platitudes,
sometimes interspersed with cheap jokes.
Intellectually, morally, and spiritually they are usually
on a lower plane than the utterances of any good and
intelligent man who is still living.
When ascribed to well-known departed, they are so
much below their living conversation that, if anything,
they show increasing senility after death, and not the
complete survival of the personality as taught by the
Christian faith.
The Bishop concludes that it is dangerous to the
mental and spiritual health of the ordinary person to
dabble in Spiritualism.
REV. C. L. TW EED A LE’S A N S W E R

All these criticisms and allegations have been
answered so often that Spiritualists may be pardoned
for becoming tired of them. We content ourselves
therefore with reproducing the following trenchant
comments on earlier attacks from the pen of a Vicar of
the Church to which the Bishop of Winchester belongs
—namely the Rev. C. L. Tweedale, Vicar of Weston,
Yorkshire. It is taken from Mr. Tweedale’s booklet,
P r e s e n t D a y S p ir it P h e n o m e n a a n d th e C h u rc h e s (48
pages, 3Jd. or post free from the author 4d.) which has
gone through thirty-seven editions, and which should
be circulated widely wherever attacks on Spiritualism
are made by Churchmen. Societies and individuals can
obtain it through the L.S.A. Publications, 16
Queensberry Place, London, S.W .7 :—
“ The utter fatuity of those leaders in the Christian
Churches who talk of ‘ coincidences,’ ‘ telepathy,’
‘ hypnotism,’ ‘ subconscious self,’ ‘ subjective halluci
nations,’ ‘ extended human powers,’ and ‘ cosmic
mind ’ as the explanations of modern psychic
experiences, and at the same time fail to see that these
explanations, if true, would not merely explain away
their Christianity, but also all revealed religion, and
shatter both to bits, is almost beyond belief. One
expects this sort of thing from professed Atheists,
Materialists and Agnostics, but that Christians should
be guilty of it----- ! ! !
“ It is a humilating spectacle to see such persons, in
their anxiety to discredit modern psychic phenomena,
eagerly quoting against them the opinions of notorious
Materialists, Agnostics and modern Sadducees, with
their anti-spiritual theories. W hat an unholy alliance !
To paraphrase the words of the prophet : ‘ A wonderful

and horrible thing is committed in the land. Men speak
falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means ’ (Jer.
v. 30, 31). These strange Christians seem incapable
of perceiving that if the statements of these modern
infidels could be maintained they would sweep away the
foundations of their Christianity.
“ It is objected that returning Spirits do not add
greatly to our knowledge of the nature of the future
life, or reveal a higher moral code. Neither did
returning Spirits in Bible times. Samuel, Moses and
Elias, tell us nothing about that future life when they
return. Christ himself, during the great forty days, told
us nothing at all, which is recorded, about that life, and
even later, when he appears to John, in Patmos,
very little is told of the details of the life in the Spiritworld.
“ Again, it is said that information given to prove
identity often consists of trivial personal details, too
commonplace to be of discarnate spiritual origin, and
therefore non-evidential. W hat do objectors demand?
Some elaborate description of a condition, or of
experiences, which we of earth have no means of
verifying, and which they would be the first to declare
non-evidential? Or do they demand (as I have heard
them do) that we should be told what sort of men live
on Mars, or be given the true inwardness of Einstein’s
theory of Relativity? Does it ever occur to these
wiseacres to ask why the Angels that appeared to Jesus,
or to St. John in Patmos, did not give a full explanation
of the laws of gravitation or chemical affinity? Such
shallow criticism shows ignorance and inexperience, a
lack of any real understanding of the subject, or of any
true acquaintance with its extensive literature.
“ The object aimed at by returning spirits is not
primarily to give details of the future life, which we in
our present state have no means of verifying, to do
away with the necessity of human investigation and
research, or to preach a higher morality than that
already given to the world, but rather to give evidence
which proves human survival and the existence of the
Spirit-world, and to impart the consolation and
encouragement which this knowledge affords.”

THE BISHOP'S BAN
(IN LIGH TER VEIN )

The Bishop said, “ By Hooks or Crookes,
I ’ll scotch this Spiritism;
I will not have, gadzooks, these spooks
Upset my scepticism.
“ My flocks will have some sprightful shocks
If found at witches’ revels ;
I ’ll give them socks—Socratic knocks-^Communing with these devils.
“ No talking with the dead, I ’ve said,
(I’ll dash their tilted tables).
Oliver ‘ Stellar ’ life like Stead
(I’ll fash their fancied fables).”
The Bishop’s ban acts as a fan,
Inflames F. Sharp, Archdeacon,
A venerable man, who can
Show “ still more Light ” as beacon.
The Rural Dean, when he was seen,
Told members of the “ Order,”
How busy the blessed B. had been.,
That none should cross the Border.
He said he’d heard there was a bird,
Its head in sand would bury ;
This bird, whose fears were so absurd,
W as like the Clergy—very.
God grant the morn will soon be born,
The morn of Life Eternal ;
The veil withdrawn, that truth may dawn,
The truth of Light Supernal.
H.H.
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METHODISTS AND
SPIRITUALISM

SIR OLIVER LODGE

RECENTLY, the Rev. W. J. Tunbridge criticised
Spiritualism in the course of a sermon preached at
Sackville Road Methodist Church, Bexhill. Commenting
on this, “ a Methodist and a Christian Spiritualist ”
writes to the Bexhill Observer suggesting that the Rev.
C. Drayton Thomas, “ a well-known Spiritualist leader
and a Methodist minister,” be invited to preach in the
same church and to “ explain the truth as believed in
by thousands of devout followers of Jesus Christ who
are convinced Spiritualists.
“ The pulpit has often been called a ‘ coward’s
castle,’ ” says this correspondent, “ let us hope the
Bexhill Methodists will not let theirs become one.”

'J'H E following “ Mirrograph ” of Sir Oliver Lodge,
by Gordon Griffiths, appears in the Daily Mirror of
2nd August :
11 Goes in for things like the speed of ions; the
phenomena of electrolysis; scientific Spiritualism;
makes ordinary men reel !
“ Oliver Joseph Lodge, Knight, F.R.S., D.Sc.
(London); Hon. D.Sc. (eight universities); LL.D.
(four); Hon. M.A. (Birmingham).
‘‘ Member of umpteen scientific organisations ; author
of a young library.
“ Often dances at B.M.A. Receptions; sprints on the
Downs; plays tennis. He is eighty-six years young.
“ Fully equipped gym. at home, where Sir Oliver
keeps fit. His secret.
“ Son of a Staffordshire potter. Looks like a Biblical
patriarch.
“ Comes to London in morning coat and spats;
tweeds in Wiltshire.
“ In his orderly library books line the four walls,
filing cabinets, three desks and a huge map-globe.
‘‘ Eyes blue and kindly; slender figure; smokes
cigarettes in a long black holder.
“ Never flustered; likes travelling in comfort.
“ Convinced Spiritualist—and that Raymond is not
‘ dead.’
“ Enjoys telling his friends that ‘ some people think
he is off his chump ’—his words—not mine ! And
how ! ”

MR. DENNIS DOYLE’S RETORT

In the same issue of the Bexhill Observer (27th July)
there appears the following letter from Mr. Dennis P. S.
Conan Doyle :
“ Sir,—My attention has been drawn to a- report in
your columns of an address on Spiritualism by the Rev.
W. J. Tunbridge, in which he refers to my father, the
late Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.
“ He said ‘ Because a man was a writer of magnificient detective stories, it did not necessarily make him
a great guide concerning the other world. ’ Mr.
Tunbridge would do well to realise that the brilliant
brain which created 1 Sherlock Holmes ’ was brought
to bear upon the subject of ‘ Life after Death ’ for nearly
50 years. During this time my father made most
exhaustive investigations and penetrating researches
into this very comprehensive subject. His powers of
scientific deduction and analysis were of inestimable
value to him in distinguishing between and separating
the genuine from the false.
“ Mr. Tunbridge makes a very grave mistake in
stating that Spiritualism ‘ did not lay stress on fellow
ship with God and there was no dignified place to give
to our glorious Lord.’ In actual fact, nothing could be
further from the truth than this assertion. The
possession of psychic knowledge does not tend to
diminish one’s conscious desire for fellowship with God
or one’s love and reverence for Jesus Christ. On the
contrary, it directly enhances them, for one’s deep
gratitude for the inestimable comfort of psychic know
ledge serves to strengthen one’s fellowship with the
Father of All, and it is this knowledge which renders
intelligible the references of Christ to a future existence.
“ The life and teachings of Christ demonstrate a
spiritual life, which psychic knowledge endorses.
Spiritualism provides irrefutable proof of individual
survival, which in turn substantiates the Biblical proof
of the survival of Christ.
“ Descriptions as to His exquisite tenderness and
Divine Love, received from those highly evolved souls
who have been so infinitely blessed as to see Christ in
the Hereafter, transcend in beauty anything that I have
ever heard.”
-------------- -—.
BISHOP A N D SPIRITUALISTS

Sir,—The Bishop of Winchester probably has never
been in communion with any of his departed relatives
as has been the writer. One such experience and I feel
sure he would not say it is all a fraud.
No reasonable being would condemn the Christian
Churches because many of its clergy have been un
frocked, and many have seen the inside of a prison and
served terms of imprisonment. I resided in the U.S.A.
for six years, and on one occasion was imposed upon
by a confidence trickster who, as it turned out, was a
clergyman in charge of a parish. Do I therefore say
all clergymen are “ con ” men? No, but I say that
the truths of Spiritualism will out in the long run
whoever may try to obscure them.
The Rectory,
W. H. M illigan .
Mountfield.

A SUM M ARISED BIO G RA PH Y

SUM MER GHOSTS

A seasonal, if not seasoned story comes from America
about an Illinois farmer who has been annoyed by a
ghost prowling round his farmyard in a snappy
“ boater.” The Star (July 27th) puts it into the
following jingle :—
W e’ve always the seasonal quota
Of tales that are reckoned a draw,
But now comes a ghost in a 11 boater ”—
This certainly is the last straw 1

DO W E POSSESS TH ESE
AMAZING PO W ERS?
Can Men and W o m en A ttain
H ea lth , H appiness and Success Through
This Rem arkable Form ula?
Wliat do YOU long for most ? Health . . . Success . . . Happiness ?
Whatever it may be, you positively possess the power—if you will but use it—
to step out into the world and get what you want ! Astounding as this declaration
may at first appear, the facts to back it_ up _are
forthcoming, so WHY allow doubts and misgivings
to hold you back ? Why surrender to these negative
forces of defeatism ?
Deep within you, like a seed waiting to germinate,
lies a positive power which, when correctly stimulated,
will enable you to revolutionize your whole life.
New confidence, new vitality, new courage, will
surge up within you and transform your entire
personality. You will no longer be denied but
will forge irresistibly ahead.
The simple formula for the accomplishment
of these astounding results reveals what Prof.
James of Harvard described as the greatest discovery
of the age. Why not find out for yourself '
Mr. Shelley Castle’s revealing work, “ The Great
Discovery ” will show you how countless men
and women actually have stepped out into the
world and got what they wanted. Only a limited
edition of “ The Great Discovery ” has been
Shelley Castle
published for free circulation, so write for your
y
copy immediately before supplies are exhausted. It
is quite free of charge or obligation but if you care to enclose
S i O E i E a 1 postage it will be appreciated. Address your letter to Mr.
F B l t b a Shelley Castle (Suite 103E) Castle House, Jackson’s Lane,
London, N.6.
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FOUNDED

P r e s id e n t
Miss LIN D-AF-H AGEBY

ALLIANCE

T H E

8, 1935

LTD

1881
H o n . L ib r a r ia n
S T A N L E Y D E BR A T H , M.I.C.E.

and

H o n . T re a su re r
C A PT . A . A . C A R N E L L

ug u st

QUEST

CLUB

S e c re ta ry t
Miss M ER C Y PH IL L IM O R E

16 Q ueensberry Place, South K ensington, London, S.W .7
O P E N 10 a-m. to 10 p.m. (Sundays Excepted)

IN C L U S IV E

Phone— Kensington 3292-3.

M EM BERSHIP FEE—O N E G U IN E A

Telegrams— “ Survival, London.”

PER A N N U M

(i.e ., L.S.A. and Quest Club)
Dates from month after enrolment, includes use of Library, admission to all ordinary meetings, use of rooms and facilities for sittings w ith approved
Mediums. Members resident abroad may have use of Library. Library Catalogue (classified) 2/10 post free.

DIARY OF EVENTS
T H E A U T U M N S E S S IO N . P a r ti c u la r s of O p e n in g M ee tin g w ill be
a n n o u n ce d s h o rtly .
N EW SY LLA B U S IN C O U R S E O F P R E P A R A T IO N .
DAILY A C T IV IT IE S A S U SU A L.
P r iv a te s ittin g s are arranged daily with approved Mediums, including Mrs.

Abbott, Miss Naomi Bacon, Miss Jacqueline, Mrs. Livingstone, Mrs. Mason,
Ruth Vaughan, Mrs. Clifton Allen, Mrs. Brittain, Miss Frances Campbell,
Miss Lily Thomas.
M ed ic a l D ia g n o sis a n d P sy c h o m e try i Ruth Vaughan.
Monday, Wednesday (morning) and Thursday.
C la sse s a n d P r iv a te S ittin g s fo r P sy c h ic D ev elo p m en t : Mr. Leigh Hunt.
S p ir itu a l H e alin g (Voluntary) : Brig.-Gen. Kemp, C.B., C.M.G., every day.

Miss Ethel Topcott (Trance), Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.

D e v o tio n al C ro u p s fo r H ealin g : Sitters invited. Apply Mr. W. H. Evans.
S p e c ia l A ssista n c e to E n q u ire rs i Tuesdays, 3.30-5.30 p.m., Vice-Admiral

Armstrong; Fridays, 3-6 p.m., Mr. Stanley de B rath ; Every day,
6-10 p.m., Mr. W. H. Evans.

L.S.Ar AND QUEST CLUB NOTES
THE N E W SESSION

^ H E Autumn Session will commence early in October,
and the new Syllabus will be despatched to members
at the beginning of September. This Session should
prove to be an extremely interesting one as arrangements
have been made for a series of lectures by well-known
people both at Queensberry Place and at the Caxton
Hall.
Social activities will also have an important place and
announcements regarding these will be made later.
It is proposed to devote one evening during this
Session to a discussion. A number of representative
people have been invited to say a few words as to what
their attitude would be, assuming the demonstrated
evidence for survival to be true. W e invite candour
and these speakers will be at liberty to say what they
think.
MRS. A B B O T T ’S MEDIUMSHIP

It is satisfactory to learn, as we are continually doing,
that the mediumship of Mrs. Abbott brings not only
comfort and help to her many sitters, but that undoubted
evidence of communication from loved ones on the
other side is definitely received. Quite recently one of
our new members had a first sitting with Mrs. Abbott.
He writes that the sitting was extremely satisfactory
to him. He received proof of the presence of his wife—
the conversation being taken up by many intimacies
and reminiscences, besides information being given
concerning herself.
This member considers that the sitting was a highly
satisfactory one from another point of view, as it
confirmed all the essentials previously communicated to
him through another Medium. He considers that he
has, as he puts it, “ solid ground ” to stand upon.

HOW NEAR IS THE INVISIBLE?
would not think that travelling by aeroplane
would furnish material for ruminating on the occult
side of things; yet I have found it so.
Sitting in the car at the window, looking at the pro
peller obliquely, a few yards behind, one notices that it
revolves so rapidly that it totally disappears from view,
that there is no movement in the air to reveal that it
is there, and that there is no interruption of the objects
beyond, which there would be if the propeller were at
rest. For the plane on which my physical vision
penetrates, it is not there, yet it can slow down its
vibrations and become visible.
When the aeroplane is about to descend, the propeller
slows down, and the atmosphere appears disturbed;
although the propeller is not yet visible, one can see,
by its effects that it is there. When it finally stops,
one can see the propeller, and how it blocks out certain
objects behind it.
Here is something parallel to the super-sensible world,
corroborating the statement of the Mystic and Spiritual
ist that behind the visible phenomenal world there is
another world with inhabitants, all upon a more rapid
scale of vibration, because of which they are invisible to
our material vision: that behind and within man’s
physical body there is another body constituted on such
a rapid scale of vibration as to be invisible to ordinary
material vision, and yet both this invisible world and
body powerfully affect and control our visible world and
body, much as the invisible propeller does the aeroplane.
This kind of travelling affords ample time and
opportunity for studying the phenomena of light and its
puzzling problems; some of which appear incapable of
solution. Perhaps the most extraordinary was when,
above the clouds, one saw reflected on the white clouds
below an image of the aeroplane with a rainbow halo
a r o u n d th e r e fle c te d im a g e ; yet none around the aero
plane. The sun casting a shadow one is familiar with,
but I never heard of it forming a haltj) around the
shadow.
Again, once when high above a rainbow, we saw on
looking down that it was not vertical, but lay obliquely
in the atmosphere—not as an arc—but as a circle, only
a small piece of the lower circle was lost to sight under
the aeroplane.
From below I have always found the rainbow was a
vertical arc; from above it was quite different.
J. W . M acdonald .
qne

A N U R SE’S TESTIM O N Y
IM PO RTA N C E OF TRIVIALITIES

Nothing but trivial facts will ever prove either super
normal knowledge or personal identity, and these must
be shown in order to prove the spiritualistic theory.
Just let any man sit down and ask himself what he would
select to prove his identity to a friend. I-Ie would soon
find himself thinking of some practical joke, a broken
jack-knife and a wart, a cow kicking over a bucket of
milk, and other such incidents. He can do nothing
else, if he is rational. Triviality is absolutely necessary
to prove the case.—Dr. J. H . H y slo p in P s y c h ic a l
R e s e a r c h a n d S u r v iv a l.

There was an interesting letter in the S u n d a y R e fe r e e
(July 28th) from a nurse who has attended many death
beds and yet doubted survival. Then came this
experience :
“ W e had just lost our four-year-old and, returned
from the funeral, I was sitting longing d e s p e r a te ly to
see her again, just to know that my baby was not
unhappy. I did not see her. If I had I should presently
have put it down to sick fancy, induced by weeks of
watching. But her little pal, her matter-if-fact six-yearold sister, playing in the room near me, did, and was
somewhat scornfully incredulous that I should be blind.
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of IJsiirljtr ^rirttri, IKiit.
15 Q U E E N 'S G A T E , L O N D O N , S.W .7.

115 WIGMORE STREET, W .l.

(Telephone: WESTERN 3981)
Hon. Principal: Mrs. HEW AT McKENZIE
Secretary: Mrs. M. HANKEY

President
Chairman and Leader
Hon. Treasurer
H a n n e n Sw a f f e r .
M rs . S t . C l a ir S tobart .
H . B. S im p s o n .
Secretary : Miss F. V. GREGORY, M.B.E.
Telephone : 6814 WELBECK

AUGUST.

S U N D A Y , A U G U S T 11th, 1935.
11 a .m .— Mr. C. GLOVER BOTHAM.

The College w ill rem ain open during August.

Clairvoyante : Mrs. Stella Hughes.
6.30 p .m .— Mrs. St. CLAIR STOBART.
Clairvoyant: Mr. Thomas Wyatt.
Sunday, August 18th, at 11 a.m.
...
Dr. H P. SHASTRI.
Clairvoyant: Mr. R. E. Cockersell.
Sunday, August 18th, at 6.30 p.m.
...
Mr. HORACE LEAF*
Clairvoyant: Mr. Horace Leaf.

Private appointm ents m ay be booked w ith :—

Mrs. MASON,
Miss NAOMI BACON, Mrs. VAUGHAN,
Mrs. FAIRCLOUGH, Mrs. HIRST, Mrs.
BRITTAIN, Mr. GLOVER BOTHAM, Miss
GEDDES, and The ROHAMAH RHAMAH.

S ilv e r Collection on entry.

O P EN

M EETIN G S

M ondays, 6.30 p .m .

W ed n esd ay s, 12.30 p .m .

Organ Recital, Address, Questions Answered and Clairvoyance. Adm ission Free.
M onday, A u g u st 1 2 th — Speaker: M r. H . W . M u irs o n B lak e.
Clairvoyante: Mrs. Fillmore.
W ednesday, A u g u st 1 4 th —S p e a k e r : M r. H o ra c e Leaf.

Clairvoyante: Mr. Horace Leaf.

W E E K D A Y A C T IV IT IE S

M onday.

2.30— 4 p .m . M rs. L ivin g sto n e, b y a p p o in tm e n t.
2.30— M rs. B ir d ’s L a d ie s ’ H e alin g C ircle. F o r a p p o in tm e n ts w rite to
M rs . M oysey (Hon. S e c re ta ry ). (S uspended d u rin g A u g u st, r e c o m 
m e n c e S e p te m b e r 2nd).
2.30— 4 p .m .—M rs. S t. C la ir S to b a rt w e lco m es e n q u ire rs .
6.30 p .m .—O pen M ee tin g in th e G ro tr ia n H ali.
6 p .m .—M rs. B ir d ’s L a d ie s ’ H e alin g C ircle. F o r a p p o in tm e n ts w rite
to M iss R o b e rtso n (Hon. S e c re ta ry ). (S uspended d u rin g A u g u st,
re c o m m e n c e S e p te m b e r 2nd).
Tuesday. M rs. L iv in g sto n e , b y a p p o in tm e n t.
2.30— 4.30 p .m .—M rs. M atso n , th e ** L a n d sca p e *' M ed iu m , b y a p p o in t
m e n t.
Wednesday. 12.30—1.30 p .m .—O p en M ee tin g in G ro tr ia n H all.
2.30— 4 p .m .—M rs. S t. C la ir S to b a r t w elcom es e n q u ire rs .
Thursday. M iss L ily T h o m a s , by a p p o in tm e n t.
7 p .m .—M rs. B ir d ’s M ixed H e alin g C ircle. F o r a p p o in tm e n ts w rite
to M iss M itc h ell (Hon. S e c re ta ry ). (S uspended d u rin g A u g u st,
re c o m m e n c e S e p te m b e r 5th).
F rid a y . 2.30—4 p .m .—M rs. S t. G la ir S to b a rt w e lco m es e n q u ire rs .

Marylebone Spiritualist Association.
LIM IT E D B Y G U A R A N T EE.

SUNDAYS at 7 p.m . at

QUEEN'S HALL
LANGHAM PLACE, W.l.
Sun., Aug. 11th. Speaker: Rev. C. DRAYTON THOMAS
Clairvoyante: Mrs. Stella Hughes.
Sun., August 18th. Speaker: Mr. H. ERNEST HUNT.
Clairvoyante : Mrs. Helen Spiers.

W E D N E S D A Y C IR C L E S (limited to eight sitters)
Members, 3s. ; Non-Members, 4s.
A ug. 14th. 2.30 p .m . M rs. M atso n .
6.30 M rs. L iv in g sto n e .
A ug. 21 st. 2.30 p .m . M r. G lo v e r B o th a m . 6.30 M rs. L iv in g sto n e .
P r iv a te S ittin g s a rra n g e d d a ily w ith th e follow ing m e d iu m s :—Mr.

For particulars of weekday activities at Headquarters, Marylebone House,
42 Russell Square, W.C.l.
Apply Secretary: MUSEUM 0676

Glover Botham, Miss Frances Campbell, Mrs. Esta Cassel, Mrs. Fillmore, Mrs.
Hirst, Miss Jacqueline, Mr. Horace Leaf, Mrs. Rose Livingstone, Mrs. Evelyn
Thomas, Miss Lily Thomas and Mr. Frank Leah (Psychic Portraiture).

J
I
¡j

Œbe Xonbon Spiritual iTIMseion |
13 PEMBRIDGE PLACE, BAYSWATER, W.2.
(Marriages Solemnised)

g
:/

Friday, A ugust 9th, at 7.30 p.m .—
M rs. ROSE LIVINGSTONE.
Demonstration of Psychometry
(M em b ers, S ilv e r C o lle c tio n ; N o n -m e m b e rs , 1/-).

SUNDAY, AUGUST 11th.
11 a.m.—Mr. T. W. ELLA.
Ÿ
6.30 p.m.—MOON TRAIL.

Tuesday, A ugust 13th, at 7.30 p.m .—
Mr. R. E. COCKERSELL.
Demonstration of Clairvoyance, with Psychic Sketches.

| WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14th, at 7.30 p.m.
~
Mrs. MAUDE BATEMAN, Clairvoyance.

P S Y C H IC

I

J

(M e m b ers, S ilv e r C ollection ; N o n -m e m b e rs , 1/-)

(Silver Collection),

B O O K S H O P A N D L E N D IN G LIB R A R Y O P E N
(S a tu rd a y s excepted) 11 a .m . to 6 p .m .

DAILY

E n la rg e d E d itio n S P IR IT U A L SO N G S.

S P IR IT U A L SO N GS
for congregational singing and home circles. By M. A. St. Cla ir S to ba rt .
Words only, 1/-, with music, 2/6.
Reduction for quantities.
¡ i i i m i i i i i i i B i » i i i i a i i i i i i i i i i i i a B i i i B i i i M i i i H U i i i i i i m i M M » | i » * l llll lV

lEbe *’Em. H. Steab ’ Bureau anö Xibrarg

PSYCHIC

5 SMITH SQUARE, WESTMINSTER
Telephone : Vic. 0567
Hon. Principal: MISS ESTELLE STEAD.

DEVELOPMENT j

Let us teach you to unfold your latent psychic powers i
______
'}

T h e P sy c h o se n sic C o rre sp o n d en c e s y s te m is m e e tin g w ith w o rld - ■
w id e su cc e ss. W hy sh o u ld n o t Y O U b e n efit b y i t a ls o ? Y O U g
p o s se ss in h e re n t p o w e rs, w h y n o t c u ltiv a te th e m a t h o m e ? W e ■
a r e c o n sta n tly re c eiv in g le tte r s s u c h a s th e se :—
Fi

T h e L ib r a r y w ill be clo sed fo r th e m o n th of A u g u st, w ith
th e e x ce p tio n of A u g u st 1 2 th , w h e n H e a lin g w ill ta k e p lace
fro m 2.30 to 4.30 p.m . B o o k s m ay a lso b e e x c h a n g e d t h a t d a y .

R. 1431

WIGMORE PSYCHIC CENTRE
G ro tr ia n H a ll (S tu d io N o. 3)
115 W Ig m o re S tre e t, L o n d o n , W .l. (Telephone: Welbeck 7382.)
D e m o n s tr a to r a n d I n s t r u c t o r : H O R A C E L E A F.

* Private Interviews Daily.—10.30 a.m.—5.30 p.m., or by appointment.
5 Tuesdays, 8—Open Developing Cirele, 2/-. Wednesdays, 3 p.m.— Psycho*
■ metry, 2/-.
Every Friday, 3 p.m. and 8 p.m.—Clairvoyance Seance
=
(Trance), 3/6.
2
Psycho-therapeutics. P s y c h ic D e v elo p m en t P o s ta l C o u rs e .
5
For particulars apply Hon. Secretary:—Miss C. G u il l o t .
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“ May I say, upon finishing my last paper, how very
pleased I have been with the course. Not only have I
been shown the way to psychic development, but my
physical health has benefited and my sense of personal
power increased. I consider my money well spent.”
S. 1049 “ This course is wonderful and has been a great consolation
to me. The books are charged with a force one cannot
fail to receive great benefit from.”
Send l£d. stamp for full particulars of the Course to the Secretary.
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M rs. A N N IE B R IT T A IN

a tte n d s d a ily for P r iv a te S ittin g s by a p p o in tm e n t.
A lso G ro u p S eances e v ery W ednesday a t 3.30 p .m .
L im ite d to 8 s itte rs , 5/- (m u s t be booked in advance).
D eveloping c la ss (M r. a n d M rs. B ritta in ), T u e sd a y s a t 7 p .m ., 2/6.
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P S Y G M O S £ N S IC

IN S T IT U T E ,

28 S t. S te p h e n ’s R oad, B ay s w a te r, L ondon, W .2.
P h o n e —B ay s w a te r 2790.
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THE

FEELING OF LOSS OF IDENTITY INDUCED
BY THE SILENCE
0H O RTLY after reading Mr. H. F. Prevost
Battersby’s exceedingly interesting review of Sir
Francis Younghusband’s Modern Mystics (L ig h t , July
4th), I chanced to come across, in Mr. T. Earle Welby’s
One Man's India (Lovat Dickson, Ltd., 6/-, 1933) a
very interesting note on the author’s own personal
experience of the effect of the Himalayas in producing
just such mystical effect as described so well in Modern
Mystics.
It is to me the more interesting in that the writer is
in no way a mystic himself, nor did he set out to
encourage or induce these experiences in any way, as
will be seen from his attempt to put into words his
actual sensations at the time.
I should say that Mr. Welby was born in the North
Western part of India among “ the Hills.” “ His
father,” he says, “ the son of an Anglican bishop, was
himself an agnostic with a profound feeling for the
poetry and pathos of Christianity, and his mother,
brought up in another Church, had come to occupy much
the same position,” and he was an only child. “ This
lest,” he says, “ I should suggest that my parents
belonged to that deplorable class of Occidentals whose
adulation of the Orient is the greatest modem misfortune
the Orient has experienced, I hasten to say that they
were neither Theosophists before the event, nor any
other kind of raveners after the Wisdom of the East.
“ To my father,” he continues, “ with his wise dislike
of confusion, it seemed well that I should live mentally
in the East until I could truly live mentally in the West.
And so, until I was nearly six, I was not allowed to
speak a sentence of English even to my parents. So,
when I learned to read, shortly after I was four, it was
not in English but in an Indian language, and by my
father’s wise choice, in an archaic sacred script and in
six or seven months I had more and longer passages
by heart than years later I could ever acquire out of
compulsary Virgil, but this gradually gave place to
English after I was six.”
CONTACT W ITH THE HINDU MIND

In maturer years, after he had returned to India, he
endeavoured to re-open this avenue of study, even
though only in translation, yet in the absence of any
attraction to him, in either Hindi or Undu literature, he
gave it up.
But if he fell away from the study of old Hindu poetry,
he by no means lost contact with the Hindu mind, but
was drawn increasingly into Hinduism of a sort, which
was, and is, popular in Northern India.
When he came home to England to be educated, he
had ample opportunity of comparing the primitive
Hinduism as practised among those whom he had known
so intimately in his childhood days in India, with the
grandiose structure erected by, or for, the Western
mind, and so he concludes that as his was a mind
“ which became aware of the world only as it became
aware of India, and was, in its small way, from almost
the first, privy to part of Hindu India’s secret, he was
not likely to be either sceptical on the one hand, or to
be duped on mature experience of India on the other.”
This rather brief and imperfect account of his early
training and surroundings will help, perhaps, to amplify
his contact with the strange and subtle influence of the
“ Hills ” which he writes of as follows :
“ It may be that my contact from infancy with
Hinduism should have developed a more mystical turn
of mind, and I do not think I was an exceptionally
unpromising lump to be leavened; at any rate, in later
life, in our own literature, Vaughan, and Trahearn, and

HI LLS

Blake have meant a great deal to me, and I have had
my time of curiosity about the two great Spanish mystic
poets whom I can read only in translation. But the
only mystical experience I can recall out of childhood
may be one which would have befallen me anywhere,
and certainly it was not directly consequent on anything
I had learned from my conscious or unconscious India
teachers.
“ I had it first in what the English in India amusingly
call ‘ the Hills,’ referring to the mightiest mountain
system in the world. I had it as a child several tim es;
and I had it once, I think less intensely, in maturity,
again in the Himalayas. It was the experience, as
nearly as I can describe it, of loss of identity, and the
first time I had it it ended with me in a frenzy of terror
crying out my own name over and over again, without
then knowing why, as I now suppose, in an instinctive
assertion of personality. I conjecture the experiences to
have been always induced by the audible silence so
strangely to be found at times among those vast
mountains. One moment one is walking along slopes
and through woods full of the murmurs of bird and
animal life, the next moment one is in some inexplicably
silent fold in the hills with the effect, at least in my own
mature experience, of first finding one’s sense of
personality extremely sharpened, and then of feeling the
almost physical draining out of personality.”
ADEPTS AND THE MOUNTAINS

Perhaps it was for this as well as for the orthodox
reasons that so many of the contemplatives of Hindu
India chose or aspired to the mountains, though indeed
the genuine adepts among them seem capable of
abstraction from self almost anywhere.
Recalling the several childish and the one mature
experience, I find myself wondering now, perhaps
foolishly, what would have happened if the instinct of
self-assertion had not operated. Were I the right sort
of writer about India there would be no hesitation in
answering that, as child or young man, I should have
been flooded with wisdom; but in maturity I have seen
enough of the wisdom which pours itself into the
emptied cup to set no great store by it.”
In his later years, Mr. Welby, as the Editor of aleading Indian paper, had more opportunities of
contacting the “ native ” feeling on the forthcoming
changes embodied in the Reforms Bill and all its long
antecedent history, than falls to the lot of but a few
people. The book can be recommended aij an excellent
corrective to the often gravely distorted ideas held by
many whose only contact with India is what can be
attempted from this country, separated as it is by a
distance which must affect clear vision.
G. K enyon R o g e r s .

’Phone t

ARChway 3996

Great M etropolitan Spiritualist A ssociation Ltd.
W O R T I.E Y H A LL, S even S is te r s R o a d , F in s b u ry P a r k , N .4.

Sunday, August 11th, 11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.—

MR. BERNARD RODIN

C lairvoyance (6.30 p .m . only)

M r. B e rn a rd R odin

Moon Trail is available for private sittings.
Terms on application to the Secretary.

II.

E R NEST

HUNT

S PE A K E R S ’ TR A IN IN G CLASS—F rid a y s a t 8.
Also private lessons for voice, elocution, and platform
work. Psychological and other consultations by appoint
ment. Lectures resume in September.
Secretary, 20 Woodstock Road, Bedford Park, W. 4.
•Phone: C H IS W IC K 2446.
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E D IT IO N

YRAM

ON SPIRITUALISM
THE EVOLUTION OF SPIRITUALISM
by Harvey Metcalfe. 7/6
REICHENBACH’S LETTER ON OD
AND MAGNETISM.
Translated by F. D. O’Bryne, M .A . 7/6
A HERETIC IN HEAVEN.

4/6

THE CASE OF LESTER COLTMAN.
Lilian Wallbrook. 4/6
PROBLEMS WHICH PERPLEX
by the Rev. G. Vale Owen.

4/6

THE OUTLANDS OF HEAVEN
by the Rev. G. Vale Owen.

4/6

FACTS AND THE FUTURE LIFE
by the Rev. G. Vale Owen. 4/6
PAUL AND ALBERT
by the Rev. G. Vale Owen.

4/6

PR A C TIC A L
ASTRAL
PR O JE C T IO N
The author propounds a startling
theory that all men are really
living ghosts.

Astral projection

AN ARTIST IN THE GREAT BEYOND
by Violet Burton. 4/6

is one of the strangest faculties

THE CASE FOR SPIRIT
PHOTOGRAPHY
by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.

man possesses.
2/6

THE RETURN OF GEORGE R. SIMS
by a friend of his in collaboration with
R. H. Saunders. 2/6

and makes fascinating reading.

7

H U T C H IN S O N

Co. (Publishers), Ltd., London, E.C.

THOUGHT
IN spite of the spate of books on the subject of
psychology which have been poured out from the
press in recent times, very few of the writers seem to
have realised the fact that Thought, the main-spring
of all human action and endeavour, is a common and
fundamental operation of the entire human race.
To grasp the significance of this simple and obvious
fact, not only solves a host of problems which have
perplexed many students of psychology, but also creates
new ones and opens out vast domains of hitherto
unexplored territory of mental science and psychical
research.
Thought is cosmopolitan, international,
universal. It is the one chain which links the whole
of the human race into one bond of relationship with
our fellow man and with a common Creator.
Its implications are tremendous. The Brotherhood
of Man, and the Fatherhood of all conscious life is
surely implied here if for no other reason. It follows
also that there is a common origin and destiny; and,
however dimly we see now the purpose of the awful
maze, tangle and muddle of our existence, depend upon
it that, on these grounds alone, we may be sure of the
ultimate, and to us, incomprehensible scheme, working
according to plan.
Thought is the same all the world over and involves
the same mental processes. Identically the same
Thought is expressed by a Zulu donning his skins about
him as by anyone putting on their clothes. It is precisely
the same Thought which prompts people to wash
themselves whether they be black or white, bond or free.
The question of language or dialect does not enter into
the matter at all, and solves at once the problem of the
ignorant person who asks : “ Can God understand all
languages? ” It is the complete answer to the puzzled
in our seance rooms of how foreign guides can make
themselves understood.
It is rather late in the day to say tritely that
(Continued in ”n e x t colum n)

book

describes its process in detail,

SILHOUETTES OF SPIRIT LIFE
by ' Amicus.’ 2/-

and

This
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R ID E R ————

---- —

(Continued from previous column).

“ thoughts are things,” but we can go a step farther
and ask: “ Are thoughts ever lost? ” “ Are our
thoughts our own? ” “ Can thought be super-imposed
upon our own? ” “ W hat is Inspiration? ” The
answer to these questions will take us into psychological
deep waters, but they are studiously avoided by the
modern apostles of psychology. A l f r e d E. S t o t e .

C la s s ifie d

A d v e r tis e m e n ts .

id v e rtis e m e n ts in L IG H T re a c h a la rg e a n d g ro w in g c irc le of r e a d e r s
w ho c a n n o t b e r e a c h e d th ro u g h a n y o th e r p s y c h ic j o u r n a l ; a n d re s u lts
a re a lm o s t in v a ria b ly e x cellen t.
’re p a id R a te s f o r s m a ll c la ssifie d a d v e r tis e m e n ts —2 4 w o rd s , 2 /-, m in i
m u m 2 /- ; e v e ry a d d itio n a l 6 w o rd s , 4d. B o x n u m b e r , 6d. e x tra .
lend w ith re m itta n c e to A d v e rtis e m e n t M a n a g e r, L IG H T , 16 Q u e e n sb e rry P la c e , L on d o n , S.W . 7.
T e le p h o n e : K e n sin g to n 3292-3
A d v e rtis e m e n ts g iv e n o v e r th e ’p h o n e m u s t b e v e rifie d in w ritin g ).

CHURCH

MEETINGS

iA T IO N A L S P IR IT U A L IS T C H U R C H , 16 B a th R o ad , B o n rn e m o u th .
lesldent Minister, Mr. F. T. Blake. Sunday Services a t 11 and 6.30. Tuesday
t 8, Phenom ena; Thursday a t 3, Phenomena. A t 8, Educative lecture and
Iscussion. Friday a t 6, Healing. Guild attends to give treatm ent to sufferers.

H EALIN G
!. S. C O L L E N -S M IT H , N .D ., P s.D ., F .B .C .P ., M .N -T .P .S P s y c h o th e ra p y ,
sychic healing; Mental and Nervous Disorders, Neuroses, morbid fears, etc.
Jso children. Available for Spiritualist Propaganda Meetings, public or private,
.ectures, etc. 27 M anchester Street, W .l. (Welbeck 9449).

L O N D O N & C O U N T R Y HOTELS, etc.
Q U E E N S g a t e , S.W .7__ 14 M A N S O N PLACE,
O th e r m e a ls
Ivan B e d - S ittin g R o o m s w ith b re a k fa s t fr o m 27/>tional. L.S.A. 2 minutes. K ensington 7775.
3 U T H K E N S IN G T O N . C o m fo rta b le B e d - S ittin g R o o m s. H o t a n d
Id water, with partial or full board. Close to L.S.A. Facing Gardens. 47
aslow Gardens, S.W.7. ’Phone Ken. 3081.
SU S S E X .
Y O U R S P IR IT U A L H O M E .” A ll B e d ro o m s h o t a n d co ld w a te r,
;ctric light, gas fires, pure, varied, generous diet. W rite for tariff—Mr. and
rs. Massingham, 16 and 17 Norfolk Terrace, Brighton.
(24)
C L A C T O N -O N -S E A .
o m m e n c in g S e p te m b e r.
B o a rd R esid en ce.
C o m fo rta b le , R e stfu l.
lire Air. 30/-. Perm anent or Period. A partm ents. Healing. Mrs. Rylance,
The Den,” Park Road.

FO R SALE

la r g e “ E s s e ” A n th ra c ite S to v e, in F re n c h
irfect condition. W hat offers ? Box P. “ L ight .”

g re y -b lu e

e n a m e l.
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A FEW SUGGESTIONS
The U se of Life—Lord Avebury
...
...
Psychic Certainties—H. F. P. Battersby
...
The Tem ple of the Body—Mabel Beatty
...
N ew Gospel of G od’s Love—Mabel Beatty ...
Sweet Corn from Heaven—R. A. Bush
...
My Larger Life—Violet Burton
...
...
Re-interpretations—W. S. Bowdon ...
...
More Things in Heaven and Earth—R. Blatchford
...
...
...
...
...
The Trum pet Shall Sound—M. Barbanell ...
M ystery of Ourselves—Staveley Bulford ...
Som e Thoughts on M edium ship—L. M. Bazett
Im pressions from the Unseen—L. M. Bazett
Psychical Research—Sir Wm. Barrett
...
Cross, Star and Crown—Kathleen Barkel ...
Researches into Spiritualism —Sir Wm.
Crookes ...
...
...
...
...
Thy Kingdom Come—Ivan Cooke ...
...
Youth and Survival—C. S. Collen-Sm ith
...
Vincent Caillard—Lady Caillard
...
...
The Invisible Influence—Alexander Cannon
Seeing the Invisible—Jas. Coates
...
...
Human M agnetism —Jas. Coates
...
...
M e m o r i e s a n d A d v e n t u r e s —Conan Doyle
...
My Philosophy—Sir Oliver Lodge ...
...
Polyglot M edium ship — Bozzano (Trans.
Em erson) ...
...
...
...
...
On the Edge of the Etheric—J. Arthur Findlay
The Supernormal—G. C. Barnard ...
...
A lim ed’s Daughter (Novel)—Horace Leaf ...
Proof—Rev. V. G. Duncan ...
...
...
Deep in the Forest (Novel)—A. F. Webling ...
An Outline of the Great Law—H. Ernest Hunt
Gateway of Intuition—H. Ernest Hunt
...
The Trail—Olive C. B. P ixley (Paper)
...
The Trail—Olive C. B. P ixley (Cloth)
...
This World and Beyond—Mrs. Champion De
Crespigny
...
...
...
...
The Unbroken Melody of Life—John Galloway
Findlay ...
...
...
...
...
The Cleophas Scripts by Geraldine Cum m ins :
t. The Scripts of Cleophas
...
...
2. Paul in Athens (cheap Edition)
...
3. The Great Days of Ephesus
...
...
The Road to Im m ortality—Geraldine Cum m ins
We Do N ot D ie—Shaw Desm ond
...
...
The Candle of the Lord—W. II. Evans
...
Life Beyond Death—w ith Evidence—Rev. C.
Drayton Thom as
...
...
...
M an’s Survival After Death—Rev. C. L.
Tweedale.
...
...
...
...
Life and Work in the Spiritual Body—W. S.
M ontgom ery-Sm ith
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5/6
2/10
4/10
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8/2/9
2/9
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Edge of the Unknown—Conan Doyle
Our African Winter—Conan Doyle ...
Science and Health Revised—A lm a Morrow
Harm onial Philosophy of Andrew Jackson
Davies (Lectures on)—W. H. Evans
Spiritualism : A Philosophy of Life—W. H.
Evans
The Dead Active
Opening the Psychic Door—F. W. Fitz Sim ons
Culmination—John Furnill
Psychic Self-Defence—Dion Fortune
Egoland—C. Flam m arion ...
H. Ernest Hunt—
Self Training ...
The Gateway of Intuition
Why We Survive
Bible Cameos ...
Influence of Thought
Nerve Control ...
Service and Why
Spiritualism for the Enquirer ...
How to Train the Memory
Health First
Outline of the Great Law
The M oving Finger,W rites—Lt.-Col. F. G.Talbot
D eath’s Door Ajar—J.V.H. ...
The Unfolding Universe—J. A. Findlay
P ost M ortem Talks w ith Public Men
Ask the Spirits—David Gow
The Secret Path—Paul Brunton
Haunted Woman—F. J. M ott
A W itness through the Centuries—R. Hegy
Health—Abduhl Latif
Healing through Spirit Agency—Abduhl Latif
The Supreme Law—M aeterlinck
B ridging Two W orlds—W allis Mansford ...
We Are Here—Judge Dahl
Revelation—Anon
Your Latent Pow ers—M argaret V. Underhill
Som ething Beyond—A. F. Webling
Gift of Understanding—Prentice Mulford ...
Gift of the Spirit—Prentice Mulford
Pow ers That Be—Alexander Cannon
The Law Im m utable—Ivan Cooke
Why I Believe in Red Cloud
Locusts and Wild Honey—F. H. Haines
N othing but the Truth—F. H. Haines
A Voice from Heaven—F. H. Haines
A Lamp to the Feet—F. H. Haines
How to Make the Best of Life—S. De Brath
The Story of Psychic Science—Hereward
Carrington
24/6
Modern Psychic M ysteries—G. S. Hack
18/6

WORKS BY STAINTON MOSES
Spirit Teachings (Tenth Edition)
6/6
More Spirit Teachings
1/8
Pearls of Great Price (Selected P assages from
Stainton M oses (His Life and Work)
lid.
“ Spirit Teachings ” )
7d.
The M ission of Malachi through Stainton M oses 2Jd.

THE L.S.A. BOOKLETS (1/2 each—5/6 the set of five)
Human Survival and Its Im plications—Helen A.
Dallas.
The M ental Phenom ena of Spiritualism —Rev.
C. Drayton Thom as.
The Physical Phenom ena of Spiritualism —
Stanley De Brath.
Listening in—Olive C. B. Pixley

1/1

4. The Psychic Faculties and Their Developm ent—
Helen M acGregor and M argaret V. Underhill.
5. D em onstrated S u rv iv a l: Its Influence on Science,
Philosophy and Religion.—Sir ©liver Lodge.
Objections to Spiritualism A nswered- -Helen
A. Dallas
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