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SIR OLIVER LODGE AND THE 
BISHOP OF LONDON

FULL TEXT OF SIR OLIVER’S ANSWER
pOPLOWING the attack on Spiritualism by the 

Bishop of London, Sir Oliver Lodge has been quoted 
by the daily press in refutation of some of Dr. 
Winnington Ingram’s sweeping statements. The Sunday 
Chronicle sent a special representative to Lake, near 
Salisbury, where Sir Oliver lives, but it did not precisely 
reproduce last Sunday (July 8th) Sir Oliver’s answers 
to the questions submitted. As Sir Oliver desired to 
see his views as exactly stated as he uttered them, 
he sent the questionnaire and his answers to the Editor 
of L ig h t , permitting the use of it for publication. 
This is both a pleasure and privilege, which readers of 
L ig h t  will greatly appreciate.

THE QUESTIONNAIRE

The questions and replies read :—

Question : Do you regard communication with the 
dead as all wrong, very dangerous, and dishonouring 
to the dead ?

Answer: I t is not dishonouring to anyone to give 
them an opportunity of talking to their friends. They 
retain their feelings of affection. Memory and character 
persist.

Question : Is Spiritualism, as the Bishop avers, a 
waste of time for the living ?

Answer : The dead are not extinct or utterly beyond 
our reach. Love persists, and can bridge the chasm.

Question : Have you had any experience of Mediums 
who have admitted (1) that communication is dan
gerous ; (2) getting into contact with evil spirits,
which can do nothing but harm ?

Answer: The genuine Medium knows that com
munication is dangerous if entered upon frivolously, 
but not if seriously and prayerfully undertaken.

Question: Is mediumship, as the Bishop suggests, 
a telepathic interpretation of the minds of the sitters ?

Answer : This is a view often held by the bereaved 
before they have had actual experience, but it is not 
the view of those who have studied the subject.

Question : The Bishop believes in an after-life as a 
Christian. Is he wrong in forbidding his clergy to have 
anything to do with Spiritualism, communication with 
the dead, or psychic research?

Answer: The Bishop naturally extends his view to 
the clergy under his discipline. He does not forbid 
all intercourse with the spiritual world.

Question : You are quoted by the press as agreeing 
with the Bishop that Churches are not the right places 
for holding seances. Why are they not suitable ?

Answer: The spiritual world is a hierarchy of all 
grades of being, and Churches are consecrated for 
intercourse with the Highest.

UNPUBLISHED ANSWERS
The last two answers were not reproduced by the 

Sunday Chronicle, “ presumably ”—writes Sir Oliver, 
“ because they did not see the bearing exactly. But 
you will know that the point is the similarity between 
intercourse with the spiritual world and the ordinary 
avocations of a clergyman; and it is difficult to forbid 
the one without at the same time appearing to cast a 
slur upon the other. It is, of course, not the Bishop’s 
intention, but presumably he does not recognise any 
similarity in the procedure. I shall be glad to have the 
point made clear.”
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THE CHURCH AND SURVIVAL

W H Y  THE PHRASE "T H E  RESURRECTION OF 
THE BO D Y ”  IS RETAINED 

By THE VEN. A. F. SHARP,
(President of the Order of the Preparation for the 

Communion of Souls)
Notes of an address delivered by the Ven. A. F. Sharp, 

Rural Dean of Hampstead, at Grotrian Hall, London, 
at the inaugural meeting for co-operation between 
Clergy and Spiritualists.

His subject was the first agreed point : “ We believe that 
Jesus Christ proved Survival in ILis day by conversing 
with the so-called dead (Moses and Elijah), and by 
Himself returning to his followers after the death of 
His physical body.”

T'H.E complaint most commonly made by Spiritualists 
against the Church is that the Church does not believe 

or back the continuity of life. But people who make 
this complaint and separate themselves from the Church 
on that account do not realise how broad the Church 
of England is in opinions that do not touch vital truth. 
There are matters of pious opinions on which the Church 
does not pronounce. There are various opinions within 
the Church on the state of the departed, and the belief 
in continuity of life the Church has always held, although 
very different theories have been held as to the condition 
of life after the death of the physical body.

St. Paul, in the fifteenth chapter of his first epistle 
to the Corinthians, says : “ There is a natural body and 
there is a spiritual body,” which Spiritualists also 
believe. He adds, “ it is sown a natural body and it 
is raised a spiritual body.” Several years before he 
had presented to the Thessalonians a vision of the great 
reunion which implied that all who die “ shall sleep in 
Jesus ” until His coming. Then the “ dead in Christ ” 
shall first rise, and they that remain alive shall be 
caught up to meet them. Death then was regarded not 
as a break with life, but as long sleep; and the traditional 
prayer for the dead that has come down through the 
centuries is that they may “ rest in peace.” Yet there 
were other visions of the state of the departed regarding 
the intermediate state between earthly life and heaven, 
or what has been called purgatory, in which souls are 
being purified and made fit for heaven. These beliefs 
all include survival.

People as narrow and rigid in their beliefs as the 
Fundamentalists may still hold the unscientific view 
that the physical body revives, but that must not be 
taken for the common view of Church people. Science 
has long banished that idea from the minds of people 
who will think. The phrase, the “ resurrection of the 
flesh ” that embodied the materialistic idea, has almost 
disappeared, but in whatever sense we may interpret 
it, the “ resurrection of the body ” will probably stand 
in the Creed as covering the truth of continuity.

T Come to THE QUEST CLUB

H T H E  Q U EST  C LU B  is a hospitable and com
fortable centre for study and experiment. 
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The Church would probably rather retain it and 
explain it than create a precedent for altering the 
confession of faith that has been handed down through 
so many centuries.

For the same reason, we retain “ The third day He 
arose again ” although it was not the third day 
according to Western reckoning, but the second. In 
the East Sunday is the third day after Friday.

Anyhow, you may take it for granted that the vast 
majority of Church people believe in survival as you 
do. It seems surprising that any other belief ever 
obtained a footing. Certainly it never ccJuld have, if 
men had learnt about what is known now as the etheric 
or spiritual body. Christ’s teaching was quite clear on 
the subject, although He speaks in such terms as the 
people of His time could understand.

“ In my Father’s House are many mansions.” Moses 
and Elias, speaking with Him on the Mount of 
Transfiguration, bore witness to the continuity of life.

In the parable the Rich Man and Lazarus, both are 
represented as living, retaining their personalities and 
full recollection of the life behind them. They are in 
different spheres or planes—Lazarus in Paradise or 
Abraham’s Bosom, the Rich Man in Hades. Communi
cation is possible between the planes, but none can 
pass at will from one to the other. But there is hope 
for the Rich Man of progress in the law of love that 
he had disregarded. This is indicated in his solicitude 
for his brethren.

“ Your Father Abraham rejoiced to see my day,” 
said Christ, “ and he saw it and was glad.” And to 
the Sadducees who denied survival, He pointed out that, 
at the incident of the Burning Bush, God declared : “ I 
am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob. He is not the God of the dead, but of 
the living, for all live unto Him.”

THE RESURRECTION BODY
And lastly, to the penitent thief on the crpss Lie gave 

a definite promise that in conscious life he should be 
that very day with Him in Paradise. And the same 
witness may be found in the story of Llis resurrection. 
His physical body, to use a modern term, dematerialised, 
leaving the grave clothes lying just as they had enclosed 
His body, and the napkin coiled about His head lying 
as it fell. It was this witness of the grave clothes that 
convinced His disciples.

On what will always be called “ the Resurrection 
morning,” He appeared to the women as they returned 
from the empty tomb, then to Mary Magdalene who 
mistook Him for the gardener and apparently could not 
have seen wound marks on His hands and feet. The 
two disciples going to Emmaus, walked and talked 
with Him without recognising Him, received Him as 
their guest, and saw Him with His hands breaking 
bread at their table. By this sign they at once knew 
Him, but no mention is made of the wound marks on 
His hands, which most of all would have declared Him.

It would appear that up to that point he had not 
included the wound marks in His materialisation. But 
on that evening when, in the spirit, He passes through 
the closed door and materialises within, He shews them 
His hands and His side that they may have every 
evidence that He was their crucified Lord. “ Handle 
Me and see, for a spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye 
see Me have.”

Then through forty days He materialises that 
they may meet and converse on the old terms. For 
the last time He materialises on the day of His 
ascension. In giving them His blessing He is 
lifted from the earth and His dematerialisation is 
covered by a cloud.

But Lie lives, ever the great Mediator, beloved Lord 
and Man, being both God and Man. And so He assures 
His disciples : “ I ascend to My Father and your 
Father,” declaring them to be ever children of God, 
“ to my God and your God,” proclaiming Himself 
our brother also as Son of Man.
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AUTHENTICITY OF NONA
A REPLY TO H. F. PREVOST BATTERSBY

By FREDERIC H. W O O D
LIG H T has welcomed my new book, After Thirty 

Centuries, with two voices. The first, by The 
Editor on May 16th last, was not only cordial, but by its 
allusion to the main points which affect psychic research, 
showed that Mr. Lethem had really read the book. If 
Mr. Battersby, who wrote the second review (L ight, 
June 27th) had read the entire book, there was no evidence 
to show it. His work suggested that of a tired reviewer 
who hastily dips into a book here and there, and leaves 
the remainder untouched. He began with a polite sneer 
at the weakness of human nature for royal relationships 
in psychic contacts-s-and proceeded to assert that Nona 
had told us 1 ‘ nothing that could be tested against some 
knowledge we have not yet acquired.”

As to the first of these criticisms, there is no reason 
why an Egyptian Queen should not return to Earth as 
a Guide, as credibly as an Egyptian carrier (like 
“ Yusef,” who is also one of Rosemary’s Guides), and 
the fact that many spurious claims to royalty have been 
made through other Mediums is no reason for doubting 
the critical and educated Rosemary, or even Nona 
herself, for the latter has proved her claim in ways that 
will bear analysis. Secondly, Mr. Battersby is quite 
mistaken in asserting she has told us nothing new. For 
example, she shows that historians are wrong in their 
estimate of Amenhotep III. and his queen Tiy (p. 57), 
and I have shown that Professor Peet alone endorses 
Nona (page 58). But had I filled my book with the sort 
of evidence my critic wants, he would have been the first 
to disparage it as unverifiable. “ Where in the world ” 
—to quote his own petulant phrase—would have been 
the sense of publishing “ knowledge not yet acquired ” ? 
How could he estimate its value? His words have only 
to be quoted in order to show how inconsistent is the 
line of reasoning which deprecates psychic discoveries 
because they could not be “ tested against knowledge not 
yet acquired,” after having already deprecated those very 
discoveries, such, as Nona’s statement that the Egyptian 
Reformation of her day (1380 b . c.) was said to have been 
inspired by the Christ in Heaven (p. 47) according to 
Nona’s own celestial Guides.

Mr. Howard Hulme and I have already had experience 
of the perversity of such minds as Mr. Battersby’s in 
the refusal of official Egyptologists to look at Nona’s 
vowel-sounds, simply “ because there is no standard on 
Earth to judge them by ! ” I have had the same difficulty 
with my sceptical friends.

Had Mr. Battersby known it, the most interesting fact 
of Nona’s case is that whereas no Egyptologist alive 
(except Mr. Howard Hulme) knows what the ancient 
Egyptian vowels were, Nona speaks these vowels 
consistently and fluently. This fact has no present 
interest for the Museum authorities : but it requires very 
little imagination to perceive that if Nona speaks the 
Egyptian consonants rapidly and correctly—and Mr. 
Hulme says that no Egyptologist could deny that—the 
undiscovered vowel-sounds Nona speaks with equal 
fluency and consistency must also be correct.

Here then is the very type of evidence Mr. Battersby 
demands; and I am ready to submit it to the Museum 
authorities as soon as he can persuade them to look at 
it. At present they will not, of course. They are too 
prejudiced against psychic truth to bother about it. And 
critics of Mr. Battersby’s experience should know more 
about the inherent incredulity of human nature than to 
ask for evidence which “ could be tested against know
ledge we have not yet acquired.”

In the next place, his clever thrust at my omission of 
a single word in the “ Pidgin English ” episode has 
taught me a valuable lesson. He is surprised that I 
should ‘‘ take it in my stride,” even though I had been

told that earth-languages could not be acquired by 
spirits on the other side, unless they had actually 
experienced them (p. 79). What I should have said was 
the acquisition of fluency in speaking earth-languages : 
not the halting, English speech once used by Nona for 
a special purpose (p. 76), which my critic called “ coolie 
trash’ ’ ; and which I had clearly defined on the same page 
as “ the broken, difficult, and mostly monosyllabic 
diction employed by natives in Egypt and elsewhere.” 
I am not concerned with Geoffrey Goren’s definition of 
Pidgin English, or that of any other “ competent 
authority.” My own is printed in the book, and, judged 
by it, Nona’s effort was neither “ stupid, silly, nor 
ambiguous.” Mr. Battersby again asks where Nona had 
experienced it, but his question is beside the point. 
Entire fluency was the sense in which I asked of Nona 
the question whether any spirits could acquire Ancient 
Egyptian. It was the sense in which she replied : more
over, it is the sense most people would have read into 
my words. Only a critic looking for trouble would have 
forced any other meaning into them ; and I have to thank 
Mr. Battersby for teaching me an author’s necessity for 
expressing his meaning so clearly that not even a critic 
may twist it in order to secure a trivial victory in logic.

Why should he find it “ hard to realise ” that Nona 
used Egyptian syntax in her solitary effort to speak 
directly to me, without apparently making use of the 
Medium’s extensive knowledge of English ? W hat could 
be more natural, to a spirit familiar with one language, 
and only just becoming familiar with another?

I am afraid that Mr. Battersby’s opinion of the “ vital, 
constructive value ” of Nona’s account of spirit-life has 
no value at all, since obviously it would have to be 
“ knowledge we have not yet acquired and I have 
already shown his reaction to that difficulty. Again, his 
private views on reincarnation are of no more value than 
mine. But in a book which gave in compressed form 
Nona’s teaching—and which shows that she more than 
“ thinks ” there is reincarnation—I was obliged to state 
her views : : and had he quoted them and left the reader 
to form his own conclusions, it might have been better 
than wondering why “ a man with spiritual aspirations 
should again have to descend to earth to accomplish 
them. ”

Finally, although Mr. Battersby and I may differ on 
w hat11 looks like proof ” of reincarnation, my first book 
does not show the Rosemary proofs at all. Many of us 
are out to destroy materialism, but we may prefer to 
drive the enemy from one stronghold at a time. Nona 
has proved extended survival. Even Mr. Battersby 
agrees that the language-tests are evidential. But before 
I finally lay down my pen, I hope to prove, with equal 
cogency, that the Nona-Rosemary evidence for limited 
reincarnation is as unanswerable as their joint evidence 
for extended survival : that so far from merely
“ thinking ” there is reincarnation, Nona is more sure 
of it than I am, who, having fought it for half a lifetime, 
am obliged to endorse it as one of life’s fundamental 
principles.

IN CONSTANT TOUCH
In an address before the Golders Green Spiritualist 

Church last Wednesday (July 10th), the Rev. G. M. 
Elliott, Vicar of St. Peter’s Church, Cricklewood, and 
Hon. Secretary of the Order of the Preparation for the 
Communion of Souls, drew illustrations from the Bible 
showing how well-known figures were visited by angels. 
The men and women of the Bible, he said, received their 
guidance and strength from those in another status of 
being. None of them lived by faith alone. They were in 
constant touch with their guides until the fatal third 
century, when Christianity gave way to churchianity. 
Man to-day was looking to the scaffolding and not the 
building.
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REVIVAL OF ART OF HEALING

STRONG VIEWS OF 
MR. T. N. VAN DER LYN

'P'HE Revival of the Art of Healing was the subject of 
a very militant address by Mr. T. N. Van der Lyn, 

at the L.S.A., Thursday (July 11th) last.
Introduced by Mr. C. E. Hartnell Beavis, Mr. Van 

der Lyn explained the fundamental difference between 
art and science, and admitted that there are some very 
fine healers among diplomed doctors, though they are 
very rare. Such healers, however, are always deeply 
religious, owing their ability and success to more spiritual 
sources than that of the medical faculty of some 
University'.

“ Logically,” he continued, “ every medical man is 
supposed to be a healer. Yet neither doctor title nor 
diploma are an absolute gurantee as to healing capacity. 
Speculative knowledge of how to treat disease, is not yet 
ability to heal a patient.”

“ There is no doubt that the art of healing is as old 
as disease itself. The standards and methods of healing, 
of course, would fall or rise with those of spiritual 
wisdom, and materialistic ignorance. That healing was 
always associated or even one with religion, is evident 
from all the ancient sacred literature, and secret oral 
traditions of Chaldea, Egypt, Persia, India, and 
Northern Europe, including the Old and New Testament, 
as well as all the mythologies.

‘‘ We know of Aesculapius, a half god, son of Apollo, 
whose skill for healing increased until he raised to life 
a corpse. For this presumption Zeus slew him, then 
repenting, placed him for ever on Mount Olympus.

“ The most ancient Greek healers, calling themselves 
Aesculapians, formed sacred corporations for the 
practice of their art of healing.

“ Hippocrates, born 460 B.C., falsely accused to-day 
of being the father of modern medical science, tells 
us : ‘ Nobody should entrust his health or his life to 
him who ignores a s t r o lo g y We must understand that 
astrology among the ancients was the science of all 
sciences, since it identified man in his origin and destiny 
as one with the vast cosmos. It is certain that 
Hippocrates was not only a Master-Healer, but a high- 
initiate of the cosmic tradition. He certainly would 
have nothing whatsoever in common with that ignoble 
offspring, called medical science.”

An exposition of health and disease followed. The 
speaker asking :

1. “ What is Health? Health is perfect harmony 
of the whole being, namely, of mind, soul, and body. 
This infers that man is threefold, namely, composed of 
spirit, energy, and matter. Perfect health represents 
the unhindered flow of life force through the whole of the 
body. It is relatively identical with wholeness 
holiness, or perfection.

2. “ What is ill-health? If health is perfect har
mony and perfect life flow, ill-health is disharmony and 
defective life flow, brought about by affection, infection, 
or disequilibration of the individual organism. It must 
be said that disease or ill-health has no cause, but is 
a defect due to an affect. There are three kinds of 
ailments, due either to affections of the sensational, 
emotional, or rational. The sensational refers to the 
body, the emotional to the soul, the rational to the spirit.

“ As ill-health or disease is many-formed, so there 
are many ways to cure. Though there is no earthly 
remedy to serve as a cure-all, there is a remedy or cure 
for every ailment. Such remedy or cure is always in 
form of some special vibration to attune the discord of 
vibrations within the human body, which latter has been 
compared with the harpsichord.

‘‘ It is a cosmic law that a healer can heal but

according to his own vibration, and that a patient can 
be healed but according to his own vibration.

“ From this law we may infer that there is no healer, 
nor ever was a healer, nor ever will be a healer, who 
could cure every patient that might consult him. It 
might be possible that there are healers who could cure 
every type of disease, but it is impossible that he could 
cure every type of patient, and this is due to the endless 
variety of vibrations. We know that even the Maste.r- 
Healer, Jesus the Christ, neither could nor would heal 
all the sick.

From the standpoint of the art of healing, medical 
science is justified as far as it serves the art of healing, 
the purpose of which is to attain and maintain health in 
mind and body.

“ From the logic standpoint, surgery, for instance, 
is justified as far as necessity demands it, such as in 
the case of physical injury, internal or external, as may 
happen in accidents or in warfare.

“ Being materialistic, medical science can only answer 
to the material plane of sensation, thus it is limited to 
physical treatment, hence the physician.

“ Being first, and above all spiritual, the art of healing 
recognises the metaphysical, also called subtler bodies 
of man, such as the etheric, the astral, and the mental 
bodies, that affect or influence the physical body, hence 
the metaphysical treatment, hence the metaphysician.

‘ ‘ From the foregoing it is evident that the justification 
of medical science stands at an enormous disadvantage 
if compared with the art of healing.

11 The art of healing starts its action from above, 
operates upon the subtle bodies, invisible to the 
mortal eye, and with such operation re-harmonizes the 
physical body to perfect health, yet without drugs, with
out anaesthetics, without knife. The materialism of 
medical science begins to act from below, operating upon 
the physical body, playing a game of action and reaction, 
using drugs, anaesthetics, knife, ignoring the inner man.

“ The future of medical science and of the art of 
healing shall be decided by their progressing possibilities 
and limitations.

“ The greatest limitation of medical science is mental. 
Denying the reality behind all appearance, medical 
science pronounces its utter incapacity for Art, which 
latter begins and ends in the invisible reality of the spirit, 
though not without fulfilling its creative or perfective 
purpose in matter.

“ Another limitation is its specialization in the treat
ment of the various diseases. It is this limitation that 
forces the medical student to learn a lot about little or 
nothing, and nothing about the All and Oneness of man 
and the Universe. One of the principles of Hippocrates 
was : That always the whole man was sick. This is a 
principle of the divine art of healing, because God is the 
spirit of the whole.

“ The treatment of the whole of the patient shall be 
the healing method of the future, demanding that the 
healer be physiologist, psychologist, and noologist, in 
one and the same person, thus able to treat not only the 
material body, but the soul and mental bodies as well. 
Healing as lore and as art must always embrace thè 
whole threefold man, as spirit, soul and body.

“ To console both, medical doctors and healers, let 
it be said, that for the time being each has his place. 
The physician shall appeal more to the brutish material
ist, while the metaphysician shall be more successful with 
those of refined spiritual vibrations. Co-operation of 
medical doctors and healers, or of physicians and meta
physicians is far better than the present antagonism.

“ The standard for both physician and meta-physician 
demands the ability to heal. There is no other standard 
or criterion.”

A lively discussion followed.
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WHOSE MIND WAS READ?
By Mrs. HEWAT MeKENZIE

Q N  April 2nd, this year, a clergyman called on me at
the British College: I knew him fairly well, but 

nothing of his personal connections. I remarked that 
he did not look too well, and he confessed that he had 
lately had a good deal of anxiety, still upon him, but he 
volunteered no more.

The following evening, April 3rd, I was one of the 
audience, in the same room in which the interview had 
taken place, at a clairvoyant demonstration by Mrs. 
Helen Spiers. In one case she gave the name of Frank, 
on the other side, passed out in war conditions; 
cpnnected with him was a friend, an older man called 
Jim  : it was not stated that Jim  had passed over.
■ There was no response from the audience and Mrs. 
Spiers added : “  I do not think the person to whom these 
belong is in the room. I get the name C—  connected 
with this. Does any one know that name? ”  Still 
no response, but I  suddenly realised the name given 
was that of my friend of the previous day. I asked : 
“  Do you think that is a surname? ”  (it could have 
been a Christian name). Mrs. Spiers: “  Yes I feel it 
is .”  I replied : “  Some one of that name was in this 
room yesterday, but I would not know any one belonging 
to him.”

A pause followed, then Mrs. Spiers began again : “  Is 
this person very anxious about something at the 
moment? ”  I replied: “ Yes, I happen to know that 
he is.”  Mrs. Spears: “  W ell, there is the father and 
mother of this person here, they send their greetings 
and say that in six or eight weeks all his anxiety will 
be removed, and they encourage him to hold on, he w ill 
be able to do so.”

She then added : “ You know, I feel this person has 
been imposed upon by ungrateful people, and that is 
the cause of his anxiety.”

I disclaimed any knowledge of this, but said I would 
pass on the particulars and message on the chance that 
it might relate to my friend. I did so the next day 
from my notes made at the time, and asked if he had 
ever met Mrs. Spiers. His reply was that he had never 
even seen her to his knowledge. He stated that he had 
had two friends, brothers; Jim  the younger was killed 
in the W ar, he had been able to do him a service on 
one occasion; Frank, the elder, was still alive, so 
apparently Mrs. Spiers had got the names and ages 
reversed. He confirmed that both his father and mother 
had passed on, and would, if they knew, be concerned 
regarding his anxiety. April 3rd, the day the message 
was given, was the second anniversary of his mother’s 
death. He confirmed also that his worry was 
occasioned by ingratitude from a source he did not 
expect.

Six weeks passed, and he then informed me that by 
his own action the situation had improved, and at the 
close of eight weeks, by circumstances quite outside 
his control, the whole matter was cleared up. The 
message, he agreed, had given him new courage to 
face the difficulty.

Now, whose mind was used to send this? W as a 
contact made on the day of his visit to me and my 
presence on the next evening utilised to transmit 
information? If  I had not been present this would 
have gone into the limbo of unrecognised messages.

HOLIDAY ACCOM M ODATION!
Advertise your Apartments, etc., 

in LIGHT
See Page 463, Col. n for rates.

J u l y  18, 1935

JINN OF AMARAH
An excellent photograph of what appears to be “  part 

of a ghost ”  is published in T h e  E v e n i n g  N e w s  (Ju ly 
9th), in illustration of Capt. R . G. Griffith’s strange 
story of the opening of the Maude Memorial School 
at Amarah, on the Tigris.

Unknown to Capt. Griffith, the school house was a 
scene of violence in the early days of war. Two 
soldiers took refuge in it, and were murdered. Their 
bodies were thrown on the road outside. Since then the 
house was the scene of ghostly disturbances. The 
visitation got on the nerves of the Superintendent, a 
Mohammedan, and it was only by dire threats that he 
was prevented from leaving before the opening of the 
school.

“  Sahib, tell me,”  he wailed, “  why— in June— there 
should be an icy wind at night so that doors in the 
school swing and crash ! My three masters tremble 
at night in one room; they w ill not sleep alone. There 
are groans and cries. Sahib, I take to-night’s steamer 
to Baghdad.”

Fie stayed. The opening of the school was a great 
success. There was only one hitch. An office clerk, 
proud of his new camera, ran forward and took a 
photograph. Next morning he came and thrust the 
photograph forward.

“  There ! ”  he pointed with a shaking finger. “  A 
jinn, O Hakim .”

“  In  that photograph,”  Capt. Griffith continues, 
“  I saw myself, the Political Officer, the rest of the 
crowd. But in front of the table— where no one had 
stood— was the puttee-clad and ammunition-booted 
foot of an Other Rank. Not an officer’s boot. In the 
whole of that school at the opening there had been no 
Other Rank . . . Officers (seated behind the table), 
Persians, Jews, and Arabs, and one or two Americans. 
But not a single British N .C.O . or soldier ! ”

AN ADVENTURER IN THE ASTRAL
(Continued from page 452)

being able to discern between thought-forms and living 
beings; to say nothing of animated doubles, plants and 
animals waiting their earthly manifestation, empty worn- 
out shells of living beings passing from one dimension 
to a higher one, and human beings living in temporary 
or permanent forms. A puzzling mixture.

Of a more cheerful character is his description of his 
meetings, while in the fourth dimension, with the girl 
who was to become his wife. As they were hundreds of 
miles apart, self-projection was a great convenience and 
saver of time, and, though his fiancee could not see him, 
she was aware of his presence and could converse with 
him mentally.

Later, when married, they would travel together 
through space; and we are assured that the best of 
connubial bliss that we can conceive on earth is a mere 
fleeting shadow beside what can be experienced in a 
less ponderable dimension.

A volume that breathes so rarefied an air requires for 
adequate handling some acquaintance with that air in a 
reviewer. That I cannot pretend, but would merely 
commend its study to those who would achieve or have 
acquired a like experience.

There is no lack of warning. “  Insanity, congestion, 
paralysis, the rupture of a blood vessel, death, are but 
a few of the dangers that lie in wait for the careless.”

And the author makes no exalted claim for his 
achievement.

“  The phenomenon of dissociation between man and 
his body, the absolute certainty of being able to live in 
a new dimension, is the only obvious truth fhat I can 
claim as being true without the least doubt.”

A very modest pretension, and one which science 
would do well to investigate on its way to a closer 
acquaintance with the Unseen.

LIGHT
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
(j!The views and statements of correspondents are not 
necessarily endorsed by the Editor, who occasionally 
prints, in the interests of free discussion, letters with 
which he does not agree).

THE BISHOP’S “ COMRADES”
Sir— In view of the Bishop of London’s recent attack 

on Spiritualism it is of interest to quote a paragraph 
from L ife  a fte r  D e a th  (according to Christianity and 
Spiritualism), Edited by Sir James Marchant, K .B .E ., 
L .L .D ., Cassell and Co.

In an Introduction to this book the Bishop writes :
“  But, after all, on a great subject like Immortality we 
ought all of us to be big enough to state our own views, 
arrived at, perhaps, after much painful doubt, and 
respect the opinions of others who may have arrived at 
the same belief by quite another road; anyone who on 
whatever grounds opposes the Materialism which so 
nearly stifled all belief in the last generation is in a 
true sense a ‘ comrade,’ though he fights with other 
weapons than those which one can oneself employ.”

E . B. G ibbes.

“ PIDGIN ENGLISH”
Sir,— I notice the words, “  D e sp ite  M r. H o w a rd  

H u lm e ,”  parenthetically used in a letter in your issue of 
Ju ly 11th, and I reluctantly make my first entry into 
print; for my position, as translator, is one of detach
ment.

Is it worth noticing that someone thinks that Lady 
Nona’s utterance was identifiable with what Dr. W ood’s 
“  figure of speech ”  named “  Pidgin English.”  
Surely, none of your readers imagined th a t!

The phrases which are the subject of controversy 
contained English w o rd s , but in very many cases the 
order of words conformed to the very different grama
tical construction of ancient Egypt.

Perhaps this answers the question as to w h e re  Lady 
Nona acquired her incorrect linguistic style (which, I 
understand, was temporary, whilst the Medium was 
unusually deeply entranced). But it does n o t answer 
as to where she was supposed to have acquired the 
modern oriental hotchpot.

A. J. H oward H ulme.
Ovingdean, Sussex.

MOVING FLOWERS
Sir,— Re the article in this week’s copy of L ig h t , by 

Dr. Nandor Fodor, entitled “  Man with strange power.”  
Although my one experience w ill not compare with the 
amazing phenomena written of, yet it was strange and 
I  have not yet found any solution to the cause. It 
happened one afternoon in June, 1933, when I was 
sitting sewing and talking with a sister of mine in my 
Devon home. A piece of white lilac was lifted from a 
vase and put back again. My sister, who is of a very 
placid nature, looked at me. I asked, “ Did you see any
thing? ”  She said, “  Did you? ”  I said “  Yes, 
I  saw a piece of lilac lifted, did you? ”  To which she 
replied, “  Yes.”

As regards furniture being moved, I once had this 
happen early last winter, about 10.30 p.m., when I was 
sitting quietly alone in the house.

I heard several bells ring, although I had not a bell 
of any kind in the house. A little later my writing table 
and a chest of drawers were moved by unseen hands. I 
also heard a shuffling noise at the same time.

(M rs.) L. H emingway. 
4, Dawson Place, Bayswater, London.

S.N.U. LIBEL ACTION
S ir,— W ith  reference to your report of Mr. M ’lndoe’s 

presidential address at the Annual General Meeting of 
the Spiritualists’ National Union, in your issue of July 
11th, Mr. John Lewis approached me in November, 1933, 
to ask me for a quotation to print T h e  In te rn a tio n a l  
P sy c h ic  G a ze tte . Pie said he wanted to make a change 
because he no longer received from his printer that 
personal attention which he required. W e  came to 
terms, and the first G a ze tte  printed was the January, 
1934, issue. In December, 1933, my attention was 
drawn by the Secretary of the S .N .U . to a dispute 
between Lewis and them. I replied I would ask him 
for an explanation. This I did in January when Lewis 
was preparing his February issue of the G a ze tte , and 
after my attention had been drawn to an article by Lewis 
making certain charges against the S .N .U . concerning 
their Parliamentary Fund, the existence of which was 
unknown to me until December, 1933.

Unfortunately, I allowed myself to be reassured by 
Lewis, whom I considered then to be a responsible man 
who was generally respected in the entire Movement for 
his work over a very long number of years as editor of 
the G a ze tte . It  is absolutely untrue that I concurred or 
plotted with Lewis in his attack on the S .N .U . On the 
contrary, when I wrote to Lewis on June 5th, 1934, 
pointing out that the dispute was his alone, he 
unhesitatingly replied in writing the next day that he 
and the G a ze tte  accepted full responsibility for any 
consequences.

Others and myself urged Lewis again and again to 
make peace by printing an apology acceptable to the 
S .N .U ., but without avail. The Margate printers and 
the Hillside Press filed a joint apology without delay, 
for their legal advisors were of the opinion that the 
statements complained of were libellous. Lewis lodged 
a defence, but a few days before the trial began, he 
left secretly for France. He told his clerk not to 
divulge his address. However, I managed to discover 
where Lewis was staying, and I not only pressed him 
once more to settle amicably, but 1 offered to lend him 
the balance of money required to pay the plaintiff’s 
costs. That was two days before the trial. Lewis 
remained silent.

I could not prevent the action, for settlement without 
Lewis was impossible. It  is therefore not to me the 
S .N .U . are indebted for giving Mr. Oaten the opportun
ity of going into the witness box.

The S .N .U . have had the apologies of the printers 
from the beginning of the action, and they have 
obtained public vindication by the judgment, but never
theless they claim from the Hillside Press at once the 
damages of £1000 awarded against Lewis, the Inter
national Psychic Gazette Ltd., and the Hillside Press, 
jointly and severally. As Lewis appears to have no 
money, I have to pay not only hundreds of pounds of cost, 
but also £1000 damages which he, the real offender— and 
his offence began in 1924 already— should in all fairness 
have been made to pay. The S.N .U . actually threat
ened to enforce judgment if the £1000 were not paid by 
J uly 9th— a few days after the trial.

Miss Moyes and I are partners of the Hillside Press, 
which is run for the sole benefit of the G. W . Association. 
W e  have never taken a penny by way of remuneration. 
The working capital is supplied by myself and I am 
responsible for losses that may be incurred. W e  are 
not insured against losses through libel actions.

C. A. Aeschimann.

Mr. John Lewis asks us to state that owing to severe 
heart attack he finds it impossible to publish the August 
issue of the In te rn a tio n a l P sych ic  G a ze tte , of which he is 
the editor. Friends wishing to write to him should 
address their letters c/o Langaney Morisse, Yport, S.I., 
France.



456 LIGHT

îiüW
J u l y  IS, 1935

PIONEERS OF SPIRITUALISM
COMMEMORATION SERVICE AT 

DARLINGTON
A l l  com m unica tions fo r the E ditor should  be addressed  

" T h e  E d ito r  o f  L ig h t, 16 Q ueensberry P lace, Sou th  
K en sin g to n , L ondon , S .W .7 . ‘‘P h o n e: K en sin g to n  3292-3

Subscription Rates (including postage) —  12 months, 
10s.6d .; 6 months, 5s.6d-, or from Newsagents, 2d. weekly.

Subscriptions should not be sent to the Editor, but should in 
all cases be addressed to the Manager of Light, 16 Queensberry 
Place, South Kensington, London, S. W.7. Cheques and Postal 
Orders should be crossed and made payable to L.S.A. 
P ublications, Ltd .

American and C anadian subscribers can remit by International 
Money Order, obtainable at all post offices, or from the foreign 
exchange departments of most national banks, at the current rate 
of exchange.

Advertisements: F o r rates a p p ly :  T h e  A dvertisem en t 
M anager, Light, 16 Q ueensberry P lace, S o u th  K ensing ton , 
L ondon , S .W .7 . (’P hone K en s in g to n  3292-3). 
T eleg ra m s: " S u rv iv a l, L o n d o n .”
Entered as Second Class Matter, March 12, 1929, at the Post Office, a t Boston 

Mass., under the Act of March 9, 1879 (Sec. 327 P.L. and R.)
E D IT O R  ... ... ... ... ... G E O R G E  H. LE TH E M
A S S IS T A N T  E D IT O R  ..................................DR. NANDOR FO D O R

As We See It
FACTS AND IMPLICATIONS
\ y H E T H E R  communication with the dead is or is 

not possible is not a theological problem. It  is a 
question of fact, to be decided by experiment and 
deduction.

When, therefore, a man of high scientific standing, 
like Sir Oliver Lodge, gives years to the patient 
investigation of the subject and— after applying every 
scientific test that can be applied—states definitely that 
“  the dead are not extinct or utterly beyond our reach,”  
and that communication is possible when suitable 
conditions are provided, his words have the authority 
of personal knowledge.

When, on the other hand, the Bishop of London 
or any other ecclesiastic who has never studied the 
subject or made any personal inquiry, says that com
munication is impossible and that people are deluded 
who think otherwise, the dictum has no value and should 
have no force.

The fact—vouched for by Sir Oliver Lodge, and 
thousands of others—remains a fact, notwithstanding 
the Bishop’s denial, just as the movement of the earth 
round the sun remained a fact, although the Bishop’s 
predecessors in the time of Galileo denied it and said 
the idea was dishonouring to God and the Church.

No particular religious significance is now associated 
with the rotation of the earth round the sun. It  is 
recognised as a fact in nature, and religious ideas 
have been accommodated to it— except those of a very 
few people who persist in believing that the earth is 
flat and that astronomers are all wrong in their theories 
regarding the planets and the stars.

So, in years to come, Survival after bodily death 
and communication w ill take their place amongst 
facts due to the operation of natural laws, and the 
successors of the Bishop of London will wonder that 
he should have fallen into the mistake of thinking these 
were matters which could be settled one way or another 
by ecclesiastical bans and prohibitions.

Of course, Survival and communication with other 
states of being have religious implications of the greatest 
importance. Actually, it would appear that it is the 
implications— and not the facts—with which the 
Bishop of London is chiefly concerned. And in that 
respect he has cause for concern, for the implications 
challenge some of the outworn beliefs to which the 
Bishop is supposed to be committed. In  particular, 
they challenge the assumption that revelation finished 
with the last page of the New Testament, and that 
saving grace can flow only through Church channels.

A commemoration service to Mr. David Richmond 
and Mr. Joseph Dixon, two pioneers of Spiritualism, 
was held at the W est Cemetery, Darlington, on Ju ly 8th. 
Spiritualists from Derby, W alsall, Manchester, Birming
ham, Keighley, York, Darlington and Horden attended.

Mr. J. B. Mclndoe, of Glasgow, president of the 
Spiritualists’National Union, opened the service at David 
Richmond’s graveside. He said that the headstone, 
which had fallen into disrepair, had been renovated, and 
now constituted a material monument comrhemoratng 
Richmond’s work. People from all over the country had 
taken part in the effort to restore and perpetuate the 
headstone to Richmond, who, with Joseph Dixon, had 
laid the foundations of a mighty edifice of truth. They 
gave a new orientation to religious thoughts, and began 
a new science.

Mr. E . W . Oaten, of Manchester, president of the 
International Spiritualists’ Lederation, said that this 
generation owed a deep debt to David Richmond and 
the little band of pioneers who laboured with him.

“  I can assure you,”  he said, 11 that D  years ago it 
was not easy to be a Spiritualist. I have been jeered 
through the streets. I have been pelted with the odd
ments from the market stalls. I have known the time 
when every window in our house has been broken 
because a rumour got abroad that we were holding a 
seance inside and raising the Devil. Persecution was 
meted out to those who said ‘God is in his Heaven and 
His Ministering Spirits are ever round us.’ David 
Richmond preceded me by half a century. The persecu
tion which came to him must have been considerably 
more than anything that I ever knew.”

Mr. Oaten gave a brief resumé of David Richmond’s 
life and work. Richmond, he said, was bom in Darling
ton just over a century ago and became a weaver. He 
went abroad to new countries and there showed the 
pioneer spirit. In  America, where he spent a number 
of years, Richmond got in touch with Andrew Jackson 
Davis, the Pox sisters, and other early pioneers. He 
started a little circle, and himself developed the powers of 
mediumship. He saw spirit forms and heard spirit 
voices, and was the first in modern England to do so.

Richmond established connections in Keighley, where 
the first church was started, and then he started a society 
in Darlington. One or two national conferences were 
held here.

The congregation then moved to the grave of Joseph 
Dixon, where Mr. Oaten said “  Richmond was the first 
Spiritualist Medium in Great Britain, and having founded 
the Darlington Society, Joseph Dixon became its first 
president and held this office for many years. His head
stone was erected by Mark Looks, a journalist, of 
Darlington, who held Dixon in high esteem.”

The headstone on Joseph Dixon’s grave had also been 
renovated and re-lettered. Two great-nieces of David 
Richmond, Mrs. E . Vollans and Mrs. Mackenzie, both 
of Darlington, were present at the ceremony. A service 
was later held at the Psychological Hall, Darlington, 
when a photograph of David Richmond was unveiled. 
Mr. Oaten addressed the congregation, and the clairvoy
ante was Mrs. Adamson, of Easington Colliery. Mr. 
Oaten said that up to the present no photograph of 
Joseph Dixon was available, and he appealed to anyone 
who possessed one to loan it to them for reproduction.

Mr. and Mrs. W . G. Mitchell, secretary and president, 
respectively, of the Darlington Psychological Society, 
were also present.

(From the N o r t h e r n  D i s p a t c h ,  Darlington, Ju ly 9th)

“  I do not see any a  p r i o r i  impossibility about animals 
possessing supernormal faculties, nor about their having 
a sort of soul which survives.”  (J. Arthur H ill in M a n  
is  a  S p i r i t ) .
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TALKING POLTERGEISTS
p O L T E R G E IS T S  have been a source of trouble since 

the dawn of history. The terror of the unknown 
held the victims of the visitation fast in its grip. Here 
and there, cases have been recorded in which intelligent 
communication has been established with the agency 
behind the disturbances. But attempts to clear the air 
by systematic procedure are comparatively recent.

Since the services of Mediums have been enlisted, it 
was often found that the intelligence behind the 
phenomena is not mischievous or malignant, but that 
it was someone “  dead,”  deeply interested in the affairs 
of someone living, and desiring to attract attention.

How the interaction with the physical plane is brought 
about in such alarming manner is not yet clear. No 
doubt, future research will throw light on this entrancing 
problem. In  the meantime, we should feel gratified to 
know that a useful field of activity is thus opened to 
Mediums and Researchers alike, and that, as in the 
case of the South London Poltergeist described by Mrs. 
McKenzie in P sy c h ic  Sc ien ce  for July, considerable 
assistance can be given to the helpless afflicted.
ANIMAL MEDIUMS

The curious powers of “  Black Bear,”  the Briarcliff 
pony, are on record in the E n cyc lo p a ed ia  o j  P sych ic  
Sc ien ce  (p.4). But now Mr. Arthur Goadby, in the 
current issue of P sy c h ic  S c ien ce  contributes an extra
ordinary article on the same subject, revealing the fact 
that when, in November, 1930, Thomas Barrett, the 
master of “  Black Bear ”  suddenly died, all the 
mysterious power's of his charge suddenly vanished. 
“  The pony manifestly could not answer the simplest 
question, or be induced to exhibit one iota of his, former 
mysterious talent, beyond, indeed, the mere perfunctory 
plucking of letters at random from the rack. ’ ’

From this, and many other facts, Mr. Goadby 
concludes that “  since Barrett’s existence in the body 
was evidently essential to the phenomena, then he must 
have provided some psychic force or substance whereby 
rapport between the animals and the communicators 
was established.”

Barrett confided incidents of his life to Mr. Goadby 
which clearly showed that he had psychic gifts. In 
Mr. Goadby’s opinion, he provided “  a part of the 
psychoplasm whereby the invisible intelligences were 
able to control the horses probably in part through 
direct pressure upon their nervous centres, thus domi
nating them through ‘ their conditional propensities

It is also very interesting to note that “  contributory 
to the success of the phenomena is an appreciative and 
animated audience.”  Sympathetic auditors seemed 
always to be favoured with exceptionally interesting 
performances. W e advise our readers to consult the 
list of questions which were put to “  Black Bear,”  and 
the pony’s remarkable answers as appended to Mr. 
Goadby’s article in P sy c h ic  S c ien ce  for July.

The conclusion is almost inescapably forced upon the 
reader that he is face-to-face with an extraordinary 
case of animal mediumship.
DEATH WARNING

Before giving some very satisfactory clairvoyant 
descriptions from the platform of the Golders Green 
Spiritualist Church recently (Ju ly 7th), Mr. David 
Bedbrook told the story how warning of an impending 
death in the family comes to his mother in the form of 
a dark shadow which comes down, like a shutter by 
her side. Not once had this warning failed to be true. 
But it was strongly doubted in an instance by Mr. 
Bedbrook himself when weeks passed without bringing 
corroboration. After twenty-four days a letter came 
from Hollywood announcing that an aunt who was 
making a world cruise had died on board ship in the 
Pacific at the very hour the shadow fell.

BISHOP OF LONDON
It is permissible to wonder what was the immediate 

cause behind the Bishop of London’s attack on Spiritual
ism? W as it the steady growth of interest within the 
clergy, or the general spread of spiritualistic views in 
the ranks of the church-going public? Or was it some
thing more specific.

W e have reason to believe that there was a specific 
cause and that utterances attributed by some Spiritualists 
to the late Archbishop of Canterbury were largely 
responsible for the vigour with which the Bishop’s views 
were emphasized. That is a rather interesting point. 
The first time the late Dr. R. T. Davidson was quoted 
as speaking from the dead was after Mrs. Perriman’s 
voice seance at Victoria Hall, London, on April 27th last. 
The Link, whose fourth anniversary was celebrated on 
the occasion, asked the International Institute for 
Psychical Research to record the voices on the Institute’s 
newly-acquired electrical recording apparatus. The 
recording, of which Dr. Nandor Fodor, The 
Research Officer, took charge was eminently
successful. From the re-hearing of the record,
the interesting fact emerges that the voice quoted 
as the Rev. Davidson did not claim to be the late 
Archbishop of Canterbury, nor, as a matter of fact, 
Davidson. The name was simply announced as Rev. 
Davids. It is true that the audience jumped at the 
interpretation of “  Davidson,”  but no confirmation came 
forth. From the record in possession of the International 
Institute, it is quite plain that, o n  th a t occasion , the late 
Archbishop of Canterbury did not speak from the dead.

THE FLOWER MEDIUM
At the International Institute for Psychical Research 

interesting sittings have taken place with Miss Lewis, 
the Flower Medium. On Monday, Ju ly 8th, a number 
of stereoscopic and ordinary photographs were taken, 
after an examination in nude, of the appearance and 
growth of a bulge on the left side of the Medium’s back. 
The bulge was seen to travel, and gradually flowers 
appeared under the lapel of her short jacket. On July 
12th, Miss Lewis sat for an infra-red film. This time 
the bulge was not seen. The flowers came too soon. 
A dozen ultra-violet exposures were made, simultan
eously with the “  shooting ”  of the film. The 
experiments will be continued.

WORK OF THE HAMILTON CIRCLE
News comes about the Glen Hamilton Circle in a letter 

by Mr. E . A. S. Hayward, from Winnipeg. Accord
ing to it, the Circle will be reassembed by Mrs. Hamilton 
in the autumn. Dr. Bruce Chown, who was associated 
with Dr. Glen Hamilton’s researches for some years, 
will be in charge. W ith  two non-professional Mediums 
of the Circle, Mr. and Mrs. Hayward had excellent 
sittings. Dr. Glen Hamilton, writes Mr. Hayward, came 
through, “  addressing us personally in a most evidential 
manner, and also describing the work of his Circle as 
seen by him from the spirit side of life.”

ASTRONOMER'S OUT-OF-THE-BODY TRAVELS
Lucien Larkin, the late astronomer at Mount Wilson 

Observatory, California, was a believer in Spiritualism. 
W e know little of his experiences. But there is a 
highly curious reference to them in E th e r  a n d  th e  L iv in g  
U n ive rse , by W . G. Hooper, Ph.D ., which reads : 
“  He stated to me that often he went to the Observatory 
and, lying down on a couch, left his physical body, and 
attended lodge meeting of the Order of Melchizedek, 
which were held on Mount Shasta, in the fourth 
dimension space and time medium.”

W hat a priceless document a diary of Larkin’s would 
be !
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MRS. MEURIG MORRIS IN CAPE TOWN
TRIUMPHANT BEGINNING OF SOUTH AFRICAN 

TOUR
^ y T IE N  the Ellerman liner “  City of Exeter ”  berthed 

at Cape Town on Saturday, June 22nd, a number of 
representatives of the Cape Town Press boarded her to 
meet and interview Mrs. Meurig Morris on her arrival. 
Cape Town is the starting point of a complete tour of 
the larger South African towns, a tour which embraces 
some 25,000 miles of travel from London, its starting 
point, to the return there early in September.

The organiser, Mr. T. J. Holzberg, was the first to 
greet the party.

When Mrs. Morris reached her hotel she was met 
by a representative of the African Broadcasting 
Company, with a welcome to their shores, and a request 
that she would broadcast a greeting and a message 
representative of her mission to the South African 
public. Mrs. Morris agreed to this, and at 8 o’clock 
on the evening of Monday, June 24th, she visited the 
Broadcasting Studio and gave a stirring “  call to 
arms ”  which must have delighted many, and given an 
even greater number something to think about.

It  should be noted as an indication of the broad
mindedness of the African Broadcasting Company that 
they did not censor a line or word of the talk of a 
Spiritualist Medium, though it was the first in its 
history. Maybe, when Mrs. Morris returns home, our 
own B .B .C . may invite her to speak of her experiences 
on her tour, for they are likely to be diversified, 
interesting, and, as in this instance, unique.

On Tuesday evening, June 25th, the first of the two 
public meetings arranged for Cape Town was held in the 
City Hall, a stately edifice, holding some 2,000 seated; 
and although reserved seats for the meeting were 5/- 
and 3/-, the hall was packed with a spell-bound 
audience.

Spiritualism in Cape Town is not in too favourable a 
condition of development, and “  anti-ism ”  and scep
ticism are rampant. Its Press has taken small heed of 
it; even Mrs. Morris’s visit created little advance 
comment in its orthodox pages. Mrs. Morris is 
therefore to be congratulated on the wonderful change 
her initial meetings worked.

Mr. Cowen made a great impression on his new 
public. The Press have interviewed him extensively, 
and devoted much space to what they describe as his 
amazing career, and his qualities as a public speaker. 
General S ir P. Holland-Pryor, who presides at these 
meetings, has been cordially welcomed, being well- 
known in South Africa, where he was on Lord Roberts’ 
Staff during the Boer W ar.

W e  append some extracts of the “  Cape Times ”  
report of the meeting which heralds a useful and 
beneficent accomplishment for this big piece of propa
ganda in a territory where the spiritual aspect of our 
cause greatly needs stressing.

OPENING MEETING IN CAPE TOWN
Described In “ The Cape Times,”  June 28th

A small, slim young woman, in a voluminous gown 
of amethyst velvet, walked nervously on to the stage 
of the Cape Town City Hall last night to play the 
leading role in one of the strangest meetings ever held 
in the city.

She was Mrs. Meurig Morris, claimed to be one of 
the leading trance Mediums of the world. Beside her, 
and presiding over an audience which packed the hall, 
was a distinguished soldier, Major-General S ir Pomeroy 
Holland-Pryor, and Mr. Laurence Cowen, author and 
dramatist.

An atmosphere of unusual tension was apparent at

the outset. The huge crowd sat in perfect silence and 
without the usual restlessness of such a gathering.

Behind the three figures, who sat alone in the centre 
of the stage, green curtains swept upwards almost to 
the roof.

There were thrills in plenty. The Medium delivered 
an invocation in a weak voice which was inaudible a 
short distance from the stage.

The singing of the hymn “  The W orld Hath Felt a 
Quickening Breath ”  rose in swelling harmony, only 
to falter as the small figure of Mrs. Morris swayed in 
her chair. Her face, almost bloodless, was up-turned, 
and her hands groped uncertainly at the arm-rests of 
the chair.

Then came the lines in the hymn : “  Across the 
waveless crystal sea, the notes triumphant ring . . . ”

The Medium rose suddenly in a trance. Sfye gripped 
the velvet gown near her neck in a masculine gesture. 
Her nervousness dropped from her, and she threw back 
her head.

The hymn ended. Mrs. Morris remained standing. 
There was a few moments’ silence. Every eye was 
fixed on the slim figure on the stage. Then she started 
to speak, and instead of the uncertain soprano voice, 
her tones were an octave deeper.

For close on an hour she spoke in effortless and 
faultless style, using all the mannerism of trained 
speakers, throwing her voice into all corners of the hall.

She traced the beginning of life. She spoke as a 
biologist gazing through his microscope at the move
ments of the lowest of the living species. She compared 
the stages of development and the degrees of 
consciousness, coming at last to intelligent humanity 
grappling eternally with the “  whys ”  of existence.

She dealt with the power of the mind, which, she 
said, could surmount every obstacle and communicate at 
last with the host of invisible witnesses watching upon 
those in the physical state.

She prophesied that the time would come when man, 
attuned by evolution to a greater understanding of things 
at present but dimly sensed, would be his own Medium, 
and communicate at w ill with discarnate entities.

Her amazing sermon came to an end with a fine 
oratorical flourish.

Mrs. Morris’ hands slipped down, her body sagged 
into the chair, and her head fell wearily on the. back
rest of the chair.

As the deep voice stopped an audible sigh went up 
fi'om the audience as though the spell-bound people 
were taking their first real breath since the Medium 
began.

MR. LAURENCE COWEN
Laurence Cowen, the playwright and author, who is 

now in Cape Town, accompanying the English Medium, 
Mrs. Meurig Morris, on her tour of the Union, is a 
man who once received a signed picture from the late 
President Kruger inscribed “  to an unknown friend of 
my people.”

This was because Mr. Cowen had lost his 
Parliamentary seat at Coventry because he was a pro- 
Boer.”

On the City Hall stage, Cape Town, in introducing 
Mrs. Morris, Mr. Cowen confessed publicly that he had 
led a worldly life entirely in pursuit of material things. 
He was right in that his life has been packed with 
incidents.

This man has had an income of £20,000 a year; owned 
and edited newspapers; declined a knighthood; spent 
£40,000 in one law suit; built the Philharmonic H all; 
recruited 40,000 men during the W ar.

The details of Mr. Cowen’s life would have been 
revealed during a lecture tour in the United States had 
he not met Mrs. Morris and resolved to devote his life 
to the furtherance of her cause.
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THOUGHT IMAGES
|N  the Z e its c h r i f t  fu r  M e ta p sy c h ic  F o r s c h u n g  for June,

Frau Voigt gives an account of some of the frequent 
occasions when she has seen her own or the thoughts 
of others pictorially presented to her. Almost each time 
she mentions the fact that she had just awakened from 
sleep.

One day her first waking thought after a nap, was, 
“  Now I must dress and go out. She opened her eyes 
to see an image of herself dressed for the street, just 
passing out through the door.

Another day, she had laid a wreath on the grave of 
a friend whose husband had always resented their 
friendship. ' That afternoon she saw the door of her 
room thrown violently open, and there stood the husband 
obviously enraged, and equally obviously giving vent 
to a flood of angry words— though not a sound reached 
her. She heard later on that at that hour he had 
himself been to the cemetery, had been infuriated by 
the sight of the wreaths and had angrily removed them.

When Christmas drew near, a catalogue was one day 
pushed through her letter-box. No name was visible—  
nor could she have read it if it had been, as she was 
without her glasses, but she told herself that it would 
be the local draper’s price-list. She went to lie down, 
and as she awoke, there appeared before her, clearly 
pictured, a long-forgotten and scrapped set of shelves. 
This immediately brought to her mind the name of the 
furniture dealer from whom it had originally been 
purchased. She went to fetch the still unopened 
catalogue, to find it had come from this particular firm. 
The thought, she says, that could easily have been 
responsible for this thought-picturing, might have been 
that of a discarnate friend who had once had a close 
and intimate connection with those shelves, and who 
had thus answered her mental query as to the probable 
sender of the price-list.
' Another friend of hers living in a distant part of the 

country, showed herself to her, early on awakening one 
morning, with an inflammation beneath her right eye. 
Frau Voigt at once wrote and enquired. The reply was 
to the effect that both the friend and her extremely 
sceptical surgeon husband had been greatly impressed 
by her letter, as she actually had a sudden very painful 
inflammation— underneath the le f t eye. “  Bu t,”  added 
her correspondent, “  as you always say that you see 
these thought images as though in a mirror— that is 
why it would look to you like the right eye.”

In the end, the surgeon was so impressed by all he 
heard from Frau Voigt, that before his death some 
years later, he had fully accepted a belief in survival. 
His death was very sudden, and Frau Voigt had not 
even heard that he was i l l ; but a few moments before 
his actual passing he spoke of this belief and at that 
very moment Frau Voigt became aware of his presence 
in her room.
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one there appeared, as though written with a firm hand, 
the two words on which the Medium had been told to 
concentrate— M  y o -h o .”

NOT ISOLATED PHENOMENA
The same Journal draws attention to an article recently 

published in II  M is te ro , the author of which points out 
that the Hydesville phenomena in 1847 were part of a 
whole series of very similar occurrences by means of 
which at that time the other world sought to attract 
the notice of people on this earth. In Cideville, 
for instance, in France, in the year 1849, a certain Guré 
was subjected to considerable persecution from the 
spirit-world because he had condemned one of his 
villagers for having applied unorthodox methods of 
healing the sick. “  Quite suddenly violent squalls and 
water-spouts would burst upon his dwelling, followed 
invariably by reverberating knocks, like the blows from 
a large hammer on walls, ceiling and floors, all over the 
Presbytery. These blows were so powerful that they 
shook the house and were heard as far off as two 
kilometres. The inhabitants of Cideville collected in 
crowds, and for hours on end they attempted to discover 
the cause of these disturbances— without any success.”

In 1846, curious phenomena connected with the 
peasant girl, Angélique Cottin, attracted the attention 
of the Academie des Sciences, and were finally attributed 
to “  Some electrical influence emanating from the 
woman.”

In many countries, the writer assures us, in Spain, 
Sweden, Italy, Russia and elsewhere, things occurred at 
that epoch which were hushed up by the authorities, who 
were unable to explain them. Nevertheless, records of 
these phenomena do exist in almost all countries and are 
well worth attention.

Mr. HENRY BLACKWELL PASSES ON
W e regret to announce the passing of Mr. Henry 

Blackwell, one time Vice-President of the Society for 
the Study of Supernormal Pictures, and an ardent 
Spiritualist. He was 83 years old and his death took 
place last Sunday at 51 Gloucester Road, London, N.4., 
where he lived.

Mr. Blackwell had an excellent psychic library of 
about 1,500 volumes and a unique collection of psychic 
photographs. He was a great defender of Boursnell, 
the spirit photographer and a friend of Cecil Husk, with 
whom he had many sittings at Mr. Andrew Glendinning’s 
house.

In his younger years Mr. Blackwell was a well-known 
athlete. When the penny-farthing cycles came into 
vogue, he was the first to ride from Land’s End to John 
o’Groats. A picture of his and a friend with their old- 
fashioned cycles was recently reproduced in the C y c lis t’s 
T o u r in g  G aze tte .

CONVINCING MESSAGES

LIGHT

THOUGHT-FORM PHOTOGRAPHY ‘‘ Ben Adhem,”  a writer in the L iv e rp o o l W e e k ly
The June number of the R e v u e  S p ir ite  (Paris) quotes P o s t, declares himself (June 15th) convinced of survival 

the following from the Z e its c h r i f t  fü r  M e ta p sy c h ic h e  by communications from his wife.
F o r s c h u n g  : ‘‘ I have told you of my experiences in that line,”

“  Professor Fukurai, of the Imperial University of he writes. “  In a way they were thrust upon me. I 
Tokio, has confirmed the experiences of Dr. Ochorowicz. never sought them. They came unexpectedly through 
He has been experimenting with the Medium Takahaski, my wife who, since she ‘ passed on ’ along with other 
who has the power of producing thought-forms. The ‘ spirits ’ in her sphere, has made many other communi- 
Professor wrapped some photographic plates in various cations, surprisingly evidential of her particular 
layers of different types of paper, and then sealed the personality and her knowledge of her family still on 
package. This was then placed on the knee of an earth, which most people would unhesitatingly accept 
experimenter seated beside the Medium. Thereupon as sure proof of ‘ continued existence,’ and I  cannot 
Madame Takahaski concentrated her thought on these but believe in it myself.
plates, and before long she would begin to mutter, such “  I have made many tests, and she and those with 
words as for example, ‘ I see the word M y o , I see the her, notably a one-time Buddhist arch-priest, who calls 
word h o .’ After a short trance of 7 minutes 25 seconds, himself ‘ Brahm in’ have given us interesting revela- 
she returned to normal, and the Professor proceeded to tions about life in the spirit-worlds, for there are more 
develop the plates. Of the three plates in the package, than one, different spheres to which souls advance as 
the two outside ones were unchanged, but on the middle they are purified and develop.”
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DIARY OF EVENTS
T he Library and Rooms will be open as usual 

during the Summer months.

T H E  A U TU M N  SE SSIO N . P a r tic u la rs  of O pen ing  M eeting  w ill be 
announced  sh o rtly .

NEW  SYLLABUS IN  CO U RSE O F PR E P A R A T IO N .

DAILY A C T IV IT IE S A S USUAL.
P r iv a te  s ittin g s  are arranged daily with approved Mediums, including Mrs. 

Abbott, Miss Naomi Bacon, Miss Jacqueline, Mrs. Livingstone, Mrs. Mason, 
Ruth Vaughan, Mrs. Clifton Allen, Mrs. B rittain, Miss Frances Campbell, 
Miss Lily Thomas.

M edical D iagnosis an d  P s y c h o m e try : Ruth Vaughan.
Monday, Wednesday (morning) and Thursday.

C lasses an d  P r iv a te  S ittin g s  fo r P sych ic  D e v elo p m en t: Mr. Leigh Hunt.

S p ir itu a l H ealing  (Voluntary) : Brig.-Gen. Kemp, C.B., C.M.G., every day.
Miss Ethel Topcott (Trance), Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 

D evotional G roups fo r H ealing  : Sitters invited. Apply Mr. W. H. Evans.

Special A ssis tance  to  E n q u ire rs  i Tuesdays, 3.30-5.30 p.m., Vice-Admiral 
A rm strong; Fridays, 3-6 p.m., Mr. Stanley de B ra th ; Every day, 
6-10 p.m., Mr. W. H. Evans.

L.S.A. AND QUEST CLUB NOTES
REVIEW OF LAST SESSION

Now that the session is ended and people are on 
holiday bent it is useful to pass in review the work which 
has been done.

The lectures given were stimulating to those who 
attended them. The various points of views presented, 
showed how many-sided Spiritualism is. The session 
began with a lecture by Her Grace the Duchess of 
Hamilton on “  Some Reflections on Mediumship.”  
Mediumship is the foundation of modern spiritualism 
and a topic of great interest to all. Dr. Oscar Parkes 
dealt with a subject which is of grave importance to all 
spiritualists, “  Possession from the Medical Point of 
V iew .”  That a medical man should entertain the 
possibility of the reality of “  possession,”  shows that 
some are beginning to see that all the stories of the past 
on this matter are not myths. Under the general title 
of “  Religion,”  the Rev. Dr. Geikie-Cobb gave some 
thought-provokng views on mystical experience. 
Unfortunately, Mrs. B. Orton, who was to lecture on

Reincarnation,”  was prevented through a serious 
motor accident from giving her address. W e all hope she 
will speedily get well. Capt. E . J. Langford Garstin, 
who was to have been the chairman, stepped into the 
breach, and his interesting address was followed by a 
lengthy discussion. Dr. Elizabeth Severn’s address on

A Psycho-analyst’s View of Spiritualism ”  revealed 
to many an unsuspected sympathy between Psycho
analysis and Spiritualism. At the Caxton Hall, Vice- 
Admiral Armstrong gave some of his experiences in 
Spiritualism and Mrs. Helen Hughes followed with a 
convincing demonstration of clairaudience. The session 
wound up with an instructive address by Mr. T. N. 
Van Der Lyn on “  The Revival of the Art of Healing,”  
a subject in which we all feel a deep interest.

The Tuesday evening meetings have been well 
attended and the standard of clairvoyance was good. 
I he same can be said of the Wednesday afternoons; 
altogether it has been a fruitful session and we can feel 
some degree of satisfaction at good work well done.

“ GUIDE”  WORSHIP
By W . H. EVANS

'J 'H E R E  is a tendency at the present time for people
to pin their faith to certain Guides. It is natural for 

a Sensitive who has proven his Guide to trust him, for 
he discriminates and does not exalt his Guide into a god. 
But there are certain members of the public who seem 
only too ready to place all responsibility for thinking and 
guidance upon some spirit.

Indeed, on looking around, one feels there is some 
justification for the warnings in sacred literature against 
putting undue trust in spirits. As of old, certain spirits 
seem to be the centres of little movements within the 
greater movement of Spiritualism, and, while they do 
as much good as they can, are apt, through the mistaken 
admiration of the crowd, to be exalted above the position 
they claim. It  is perhaps natural, for we are all hero- 
worshippers, but it gives evidence of a weakness which 
should be combated.

Unfortunately, few people seem capable of thinking 
for themselves— they find it easier to accept what others 
say. Among church and chapel goers, the parson is 
often the accepted authority. If  any members of these 
congregations are attracted to Spiritualism, then 
allegiance is transferred from the Minister to some 
Medium or Guide. For such minds neither Christianity 
nor Spiritualism can. be of real help until they determine 
to think for themselves. That, however, means effort, 
so they take the line of least resistance and accept what 
some “  cloud,”  “  feather,”  “  bird,”  or “  sign of the 
Zodiac ”  says, as if it were the last word and not to 
be questioned. Thus, the poor Guides are thrust upon 
a pedestal, looked up to, and through their Mediums 
regarded as very precious.

W hat these many admirers do not realise is that the 
spirits insist that they are not final authorities; they 
desire those who hear their message to reflect upon it. 
It is doubtful whether they wish to be the centre of a 
group of admirers; and as they are limited by the 
Mediums they use, they are not always able to protest 
as they would.

It may be urged that if the Guides did not wish these 
things they would advise against them, but when a 
Medium conceives an idea and holds it strongly, the 
Guides are not always able to go against it. Often they 
have to compromise to do any work at all, and are 
regarded as the source of much which originates in the 
Medium’s sub-consciousness.

It  is a pretty problem, and the clear-seeing realise 
what a difficulty there is in steering clear of these 
tangles. Thus, instead of unity, we have separateness. 
There is unity in the Spirit, but here the wilful 
perversities of Mediums, and the soaring ambitions of 
personalities, create discord, division and confusion. 
In  the end, the Guides are made, by those who accept 
them, to displace God and Christ. Though the names of 
both are used freely enough by the Guides, their devotees 
seem unable to discriminate, so we have a new species 
of idolatry which may be denominated, ‘‘guide worship.”

DEVOTIONAL HEALING GROUP TIMES
Mondays, 2.15— 2.45; 6.30— 7. Tuesdays, 6.45—

7.15. Wednesdays, 3.30— 4. Animal Group, 5.30. 
Thursdays, 3.45— 4.15; 7.45— 8.15. Fridays, 7.30— 8. 
Obsession Group, Saturdays, 3.30. Sitters welcomed.



J u l y  18, 1935 SOCIETY ANNOUNCEMENTS 461

“P S Y C H IC  S C I E N C E ”
PRICE NOW I I -

{1 /2 post free)

JULY CONTENTS.
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Marylebone Spiritualist Association. :
LIM ITED  BY  G UA RA NTEE.

SUNDAYS at 7 p.m. at

AEOLIAN HALL
NEW BOND STREET--------W.l.

Sun., July 21st. Speaker : Mr. H. ERNEST HUNT 
Clairvoyante : Mrs. Helen Spiers

Sun., July 28th. Speaker: Mrs. BARKEL
(Trance Address). 

Clairvoyante: Miss Lily Thomas.

For particulars of weekday activities at Headquarters, Marylebone House, 
42 Russell Square, W. C.l. Apply Secretary: MUSEUM 0676

I Œbe Xonbon Spiritual iTlMsaion |
§  13 PEMBRIDGE PLACE, BAYSWATER, W.2.

(Marriages Solemnised)

1  SUNDAY, JULY 2 1 s t -  1
-  11 a.m.—Mr. W. H. EVANS. 5

6.30 p.m —Mr. HORACE LEAF,
Address and Clairvoyance. g

1  W EDNESDAY, JULY 24th, at 7.30 p.m.—
Mr. GEORGE DAISLEY, Clairvoyance. jj

(Silver Collection),

XEbe ‘ Tffl. XL Stent) ’ bureau ant> Xtbrar?
5 SMITH SQUARE, WESTMINSTER Telephone: Vic. 0567

Hon. Principal: MISS ESTELLE STEAD.
Hours: MONDAY to FRIDAY, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Enquirers Welcomed
H EA LIN G —M ondays, 2.30 to  4.30 p .m . ; W ednesdays, 5 to  7 p .m . 

O P E N  D EV E LO PIN G  CLASS—T h u rsd a y s , 3 p .m .
T h e  L ib r a r y  w ill  be closed fo r  the m onth  o f A u g u s t.

£be Ebinburgb psychic College 
a n b  X ib r a r ^ .

3 0 HERJOT ROW, EDINBURGH, 3.
Affiliated with B.P.C.S., London

Syllabus on application. Visitors welcome.

SPIRITUALIST COMMUNITY
GROTRJAN HALL

115 WIGMORE STREET, W.l.
President Chairman and Leader Hon. Treasurer

H annen  Sw affer . Mrs. St . Clair Stobart. H . B. Simpson .
Secretary: Miss F. V. GREGORY, M.B.E. Telephone: 6814 WELBECK

SUNDAY, JULY 21st, 1935
11 a .m .—Mr. JOH N  G. FINDLAY

Clairvoyant: Mr. Thomas W yatt
6.30 p .m .—Dr. H. P. SHASTRI

Clairvoyante : Mrs. Stella Hughes
Sunday, Ju ly  28th, a t 11 a.m. ... Mr. H. ERNEST HUNT

Clairvoyante : Miss Lily Thomas
Sunday, Ju ly  28th, a t 6.30 p.m. ... ... Mr. G. H. LETHEM

Clairvoyante : Mrs. Helen Spiers
Silver Collection on entry.
OPEN MEETINGS

M ondays, 6.30 p .m . W ednesdays, 12.30 p .m .
Organ Recital, Address, Questions Answered and Clairvoyance. Admission Free 
M onday, J u ly  22nd—S peaker : Rev. C. D ray to n  T h o m as  

Clairvoyante : Mrs. Rose Livingstone 
W ednesday, J u ly  24th—S p eak er : M r. W . S. H endry

Clairvoyante : Miss Lily Thomas

Monday. W EEK D A Y ACTIVITIES
2.30— 4 p .m . M rs. L iv ingstone, by  appo in tm en t.
2.30— M rs, B ird ’s  Ladies* H ealing  C ircle. F o r  ap p o in tm en ts  w rite  to 

M rs. M oysey (Hon. S ecre ta ry ).
2.30— 4 p .m .—M rs. S t. C la ir  S to b a r t  w elcom es en q u ire rs .
6.30 p .m .—O pen M eeting  in  th e  G ro tr lan  H all.
6 p .m .—M rs. B ird ’s  Ladies* H ealing  C ircle. F o r  ap p o in tm en ts  w rits

to  M iss  R obertson  (Hon. S ecretary ).
8 p .m .—M r. H endry  ; C lass fo r developm ent of th e  healing  faculty . 
T u e sd a y .  M rs . L iv ingstone, by  ap po in tm en t.
2.30— 4.30 p .m .—M rs. M atson , th e  “ L andscape  ** M edium  by ap p o in t

m en t.
W ednesday . 12.30—1.30 p .m .—O pen M eeting  in  G ro tr ian  H all.
2 p .m .—S p ir itu a lis t C om m unity  P ub lic  H ealing  Service.
2.30— 4 p .m .—M rs. S t. C la ir  S to b a r t w elcom es in q u ire rs .
T h u r sd a y .  M iss Lily T h o m as , by  ap po in tm en t.
7 p .m .—M rs. B ird ’s  M ixed H ealing  C ircle. F o r  ap p o in tm en ts  w rite

to  M iss  M ichell (Hon. Secre ta ry ).
F r id a y . 2.30—4 p .m .—M rs. S t. C la ir S to b a r t  w elcom es in q u ire rs .

W EDNESDAY C IRCLES (limited to eight sitters)
Members, 3s. ; Non-Members, 4s.

J u ly  24th . 2.30 p .m . M rs. E velyn  T h o m as  6.30 M rs. L iv ingstone 
J u ly  31st. 2.30 p .m . M iss  Jacq u e lin e  6.30 M iss Lily  T h o m as

P r iv a te  S it tin g s  a r ra n g e d  da ily  w ith  th e  follow ing m e d iu m s :—Mr.
Glover Botham, Miss Frances Campbell, Mrs. E sta  Cassel, Mrs. Fillmore, Mrs. 
H irst, Miss Jacqueline, Mr. Horace Leaf, Mrs. Rose Livingstone, Mrs. Evelyn 
Thomas, Miss Lily Thomas and Mr. Frank Leah (Psychic Portraiture).

Friday, July 19th, at 7.30 p.m.—
M r. RONALD COCKERSELL

Demonstration of Clairvoyance, with Psychic Sketches
(M em bers, S ilv e r C ollection ; N o n -m em b ers , 1/-)

Thursday, July 25th, at 7.30 p.m.—
M rs. HELEN SPIERS

Demonstration of Psychometry 
(M em bers, S ilv er C ollection ; N o n -m e m b e rs , 1/-)

Monday, July 29th, at 8.30 p.m.—
Mr. THOMAS WYATT

Demonstration of Clairvoyance
(S ilver Collection)

PSYCH IC B O O K SH O P AND LEN D IN G  LIBRARY O PE N  DAILY 
(S a tu rd ay s  excepted) 11 a .m . to  6 p .m .

E n la rg ed  E d ition  S P IR IT U A L  SO N G S
SPIRITUA L SONGS

lor congregational singing and home circles. By M. A. St. Clair Stobart. 
Words only, 1/-, with music, 2/6. Reduction for quantities.

PSYCHIC DEVELOPMENT j
Let us teach you to unfold your latent psychic powers !
T he Psychosensic  C orrespondence  sy ste m  is m ee tin g  w ith  w o rld 
w ide su ccess . Why sh ou ld  n o t YOU benefit by  i t  a lso ?  YOU 
possess  in h e re n t pow ers, w hy n o t cu ltiva te  th e m  a t  hom e ? We 
a re  co n stan tly  receiv ing  le tte rs  such  a s  th ese  :—

R. 1431 44 May I  say, upon finishing my last paper, how very
pleased I  have been with the course. Not only have I 
been shown the way to psychic development, bu t my 
physical health has benefited and my sense of personal 
power increased. I consider my money well spent.”

S. 1049 44 This course is wonderful and has been a great consolation
to me. The books are charged with a force one cannot 
fail to receive great benefit from.”

Send l^d. stam p for full particulars of the Course to the Secretary.
M rs. A N N IE BRITTAIN

a tte n d s  da ily  fo r P r iv a te  S it tin g s  by ap p o in tm en t.
Also G ro u p  S eances every  W ednesday a t  3.30 p .m . 

L im ited  to  8 s i t te r s ,  5 /- (m ust be booked in  advance). 
Developing c la ss  (M r. a n d  M rs. B ritta in ), T u esd ay s  a t  7 p .m ., 2/6.

T H E  P S Y C H O S E N S IC  IN S T IT U T E ,
28 S t. S tep h en ’s  R oad, B ays w a te r , London, W.2.

P h o n e—B ay sw ater 2790.
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THOUGHT FORMS

By HORACE LEAF, F.R.G.S.
P H IL O S O P H E R S  and psychologists have paid close 

attention to the significance of ideas and the mental 
operations involved in their production, but practically 
nothing has been done to discover the nature of 
thoughts as such.

It  never seems to have struck them to enquire 
whether thoughts have any kind of formal nature as 
apart from method. The early Greek philosophers of 
the school of Plato do appear to have believed that 
thoughts had a perfect form in what has been termed 
the “  Ideal W orld .”

It  has been concluded, in the main, that thoughts 
are generated in the minds that think them, usually 
under the stimulus of perceptions. Since the time of 
Immanuel Kant, it has become an accepted fact that 
the mind is equipped with “  categories,”  by means of 
which it gives meaning to perceptions. Everyone is 
born with a mental equipment consisting of tendencies, 
capacities and powers. These belong to the mind 
itself and not to the external world, although that 
world is essential to the operations of these innate 
qualities. It has also been discovered that we have 
a  p r i o r i  notions which could not possibly be derived 
from sentient experience.

None of these considerations, however, seem to have 
given rise in orthodox quarters to the question whether 
“  thoughts are things ”  with an existence independent 
of the mind a f t e r  it has conceived them.

It has been reserved more or less for the layman 
to attempt to answer this question. People have long 
believed in “  thought transference,”  or, to use a more 
correct and comprehensive term, ¡telepathy. It  has 
commonly been observed that occasionally two or more 
persons think alike at the same time, although there 
may have been no observable reason why this should be.

W e are indebted to the Society for Psychical 
Research and to Duke University, North Carolina,
U .S .A ., for most of our experimental knowledge on 
the subject of thought forms. The experimenters 
found it possible, under test conditions, not only to 
transmit thoughts directly from one mind to another, 
but also the gamut of emotions and even physical 
sensations.

W hat exactly was it that was transmitted to the 
recipient when one or more persons were concentrating 
on the same thought? In some instances, it was obvious 
that it was the name of the object thought of; but in 
others it was undoubtedly its form. One series of experi
ments ruled out the transmission of names because the 
objects transmitted required long and complicated 
phrases to explain them, and even then it was improb
able that the recipient would have been able correctly to 
have reproduced the words. On sketching what she had 
mentally s e e n , the recipient drew almost perfect images 
of the objects that had been thought. Not only did 
she reproduce the forms, but in some instances their 
exact colours.

It  is possible from the data to draw up the principles 
which regulate “  thought forms.”  They are as 
follows :

(1) The nature of the thought determines its
form and colour.

(2) The definiteness of the thought determines its
outline.

In all probability, a third principle may be added, 
namely, that the strength of the thought determines 
its length of life.

By the nature of the thought is meant whether it is 
a house, a pair of boots, a fish, a key, and so on.

By definiteness is meant its original clearness.
In  many instances it seems that the more people 

acting as agents or thinkers, the better the reception.
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Owing to this, the experimenters often employed 
several persons to concentrate on an object suspended 
or placed before their eyes, to enable them better to 
visualise it.

Distance did not always modify the effect, although 
it was concluded that nearness to the recipient was a 
help.

In  some experiments which I carried out with a 
group of twelve persons, I  found that individuals 
varied in their capacity to receive and often favoured 
particular objects. Thus, one was excellent at receiving 
simple colours, another names, a third flowers, a 
fourth numbers, whilst some utterly failed to receive 
anything.

Lord Balfour, who experimented a good deal in 
telepathy, tried to discover any mechanical law which 
might govern these transmissions, but without 
success. Sometimes it appeared as if the thoughts 
passed straight to the mind of the recipient along a 
single line; at others it seemed as if they were trans
mitted in all directions, as in the case of rays of light.

One thing was clear, however, and that is that when 
a person states that he believes that thoughts are 
things, he is speaking with scientific accuracy.

From this discovery many important deductions can 
be drawn of intense value to the practical psychologist, 
deductions of no small utilitarian and moral value. 
Among them is one bearing on crowd psychology, 
which is usually regarded as epidemic through sentient 
suggestion, whilst it may be a pure psychological 
reaction. There is, in other words, power in numbers 
on the purely mental plane. Of course, there is also 
the deduction that when an individual thinks thoughts 
which are strictly personal to himself in theip relation, 
he is fortifying himself as, obviously, if thoughts can 
act on the minds of other people they must also be 
dynamic to oneself.

MR. RONALD COCKERSELL’S CLAIRVOYANCE
Mr. Ronald Cockersell, one of London’s younger 

clairvoyant Mediums, is making his way steadily, and 
is frequently to be heard at Grotrian Hall meetings and 
elsewhere.

In a description given to Catherine Atkinson (who 
supplies us with the details), Mr. Cockersell got the 
names correctly of several relatives, and also particulars 
as to their appearance and habits. Amongst other 
things, he said : “  Your grandmother says that when 
you were young you lived with your parents on a farm 
and that you were bitten by a pig— nearly bit your hand 
in two.”

The recipient of the message admitted that she had 
lived on a farm, but said she had no recollection or 
knowledge of being bitten by a pig. Yet when, later on, 
she asked her mother, it turned out that the incident 
had been correctly described, and had occurred when 
she was too young to remember it.

WILL LONGSTAFF’S PICTURES
Few celebrated artists have the courage to acknow

ledge inspiration from the “ other side.”  Most 
often, perhaps, their ideas ai'e not clear on the subject. 
W ill Longstaff, the celebrated painter of “  Menin 
Gate ”  and “  The Eternal March ”  does not belong to 
the latter class. He claims as the source of his inspira
tion direct guidance and inspiration from the spirit 
world. Of late, he painted two magnificent pictures, 
“  Freedom ”  and “  Attainment.”  W e  are glad to hear 
that both are on public view at the Friendship Centre, 
85, Lancaster Gate, London.

“ FREED O M " AND “ A TTA IN M EN T’
T hese  u n iq u e  P ic tu res , p a in ted  by th e  ce leb ra ted  a r t i s t  L ongstaff, 
can  now  be  seen a t  th e  F rien d sh ip  C en tre , 85 L a n caste r Gate,
W.2.
ADVANCE ORDERS fo r  COLOUR R E PR O D U C T IO N S, p rice
10/6 o r  O ne G uinea (signed), m a y  be  booked th e re , 
• F reed o m  * ’ R u stin g to n , Sussex .

o r  fro m
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DO WE POSSESS THESE 
AMAZING POWERS?

LIGHT

Can Men and Women Attain 
Health, Happiness and Success Through 

This Remarkable Formula?

Classified Advertisements.
A d v e rtisem en ts  in  L IG H T  reach  a  la rg e  an d  g ro w in g  c irc le  of re a d e rs  

who can n o t be reached  th ro u g h  any o th e r  p sych ic  jo u r n a l ; and  re s u lts  
a re  a lm o s t in v a riab ly  excellen t.

P rep a id  R a tes  fo r  sm a ll c lassified  a d v e r tis em e n ts—24 w o rd s , 2 /-, m ini
m u m  2 /- ; every  ad d itio n a l 6 w ords, 4d . B ox n u m b e r, 6d. ex tra .

end w ith  re m itta n c e  to  A d v e rtisem en t M an ag er, L IG H T , 16 Q ueens - 
b e rry  P lace , London, S.W. 7. T e le p h o n e : K ensing ton  3292-3 
(A dvertisem en ts  g iven  over th e  'phone  m u s t  be verified  in  w ritin g ).

What do YOU long 
Whatever it may be, you 
to step out into the world

for _ most ? Health . . . Success . . . Happiness ? 
positively possess the power—if you will but use it— 
and get what you want ! Astounding as this declaration 

may at first appear, the facts to back it up are 
forthcoming, so WHY allow doubts and misgivings 
to hold you back ? Why surrender to these negative 
forces of defeatism ?

Deep within you, like a seed waiting to germinate, 
lies a positive power which, when correctly stimulated, 
will enable you to revolutionize your whole life. 
New confidence, new vitality, new courage, will 
surge up within you and transform your entire 
personality. You will no longer be denied but 
will forge irresistibly ahead.

The simple formula for the accomplishment 
of these astounding results reveals what Prof. 
James of Harvard described as the greatest discovery 
of the age. Why not find out for yourself 5

Mr. Shelley Castle’s revealing work, “ The Great 
Discovery ” will show you how countless men 
and women actually have stepped out into the 
world and got what they wanted. Only a limited 
edition of “ The Great Discovery ” has been 
published for free circulation, so write for your 
copy immediately before supplies are exhausted. It

■ is quite free of charge or obligation but if you care to enclose 
w postage it will be appreciated. Address your letter to Mr.
■ Shelley Castle (Suite 103D) Castle House, Jackson’s Lane, 

London, N.6.

Shelley Castle

FREE
II. ERNEST HUNT

SPEAKERS’ TRAINING CLASS—Fridays at 8.
Also private lessons for voice, elocution, and platform 
work. Psychological and other consultations by appoint

ment. Lectures resume in September.
Secretary, 20 Woodstock Road, Bedford Park, W.4.

'Phone: C H ISW ICK  2446.

CHURCH MEETINGS
N A TIO N A L S P IR IT U A L IS T  CHURCH, 16 B ath  R oad, B o urnem ou th .
Resident Minister, Mr. F. T. Blake. Sunday Services a t 11 and 6.30. Tuesday 
at 8, Phenom ena; Thursday at 3, Phenomena. At 8, Educative lecture and 
discussion. Friday a t 6, Healing. Guild attends to give treatm ent to sufferers.

HEALING
C. S. C O LLE N -SM IT H , N.D., Ps.D ., F .B .C .P ., M .N -T .P .S  P sy ch o th erap y ,
psychic healing; Mental and Nervous Disorders, Neuroses, morbid fears, etc. 
Also children. Available for Spiritualist Propaganda Meetings, public or private, 
Lectures, etc. 27 Manchester Street, W .l. (Welbeck 9449).

LONDON & COUNTRY HOTELS, etc.
Q U E E N S G A T E , S.W .7.—14 M A N SO N  PLACE.

D ivan B ed -S ittin g  R oom s w ith  b re a k fa s t f ro m  27/- O th e r  m ea ls
optional. L.S.A. 2 minutes. Kensington 7775.

SO U T H  K E N SIN G T O N . C o m fo rtab le  B ed -S ittin g  R oom s. H o t and
cold water, with partial or full board. Close to L.S.A. Facing Gardens. 47 
Onslow Gardens, S.W.7. ’Phone Ken. 3081.

SU SSEX .
“ YOUR S P IR IT U A L  H O M E ."  All B ed ro o m s h o t an d  cold w ater,
electric light, gas fires, pure, varied, generous diet. Write for tariff—Mr. and 
Mrs. Massingham, 16 and 17 Norfolk Terrace, Brighton. (24)

ESSEX .
C LA C TO N -O N -SEA . B o ard  R esidence. J u ly —A ugust, 42 /-, Sep t. 37/6.
Sunny rooms. Near sea, shops. Comfortable. Also apartments. Spiritualists.
Mrs. Rylance “ The Den,” Park Road.

BED FO RD

“ TWELVE HOLY MEN”
Readers of T h e  G r e a t  D a y s  o f  E p h e s u s  recorded by 

Geraldine Cummins may be interested to know that a 
portion of this book, which owing to exigencies of space 
had to be omitted, has appeared in T h e  L o n d o n  F o r u m  
for June and July. This hitherto unpublished portion 
of the Cleophas Scripts deals with the Twelve Disciples 
of John alluded to in the first seven verses of Acts, X IX . 
Little seems to be known concerning these Twelve Holy 
Men who are represented in Acts as being unaware of 
the fact that the Messiah had already appeared and been 
crucified. The chapters now published in the above 
monthly journal, elucidates this problem.

THE SELF-OPENING DOOR
The mystery of a door that opened by itself before 

a servant girl in Prague, carrying a heavily laden tray, 
is described in T h e  S t a r  (Ju ly 10th). The g irl’s 
employer, who got up to open the door for the girl, 
thought she must be dreaming. Other members of the 
family, however, noticed the same things. Doors always 
opened for Marie. The cook confessed that she always 
sent Marie into the cellar for potatoes, because they 
“  rolled towards her.”

W e  are told that the local psychical research society 
is investigating the case.

ST. /ifcar^’S a bbe\? Ibotel, housed in BEDFORD’S
beautiful mediaeval Abbey. A home of charm, fascination 
and comfort, pervaded by a remarkable atmosphere of 
peace and calm. ©ID BnCjlteb jfa re  Of © ualitg .
A.A. and 

R.A.C.
T elephone  : B ED FO R D  2873.
T e leg ram s: “ T H E  A B B E Y ," BED FO RD .

FOR SALE
A la rg e  “ E s s e "  A n th rac ite  Stove, in  F ren c h  g rey -b lu e  enam el.
Perfect condition. W hat offers? Box P. “ L igh t  ”

^  ’Phone r ARChwav 3996
Great Metropolitan Spiritualist Association Ltd.
W ORTLEY HALL, Seven S is te rs  R oad, F in sb u ry  P a rk ,  N.4.
Sunday, July 21st, 11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.—

MOON TRAIL SPEAKS
Clairvoyance (6.30 p.m . only) Mr R. E. Cockersell

Moon Trail is available for private sittings.
Terms on application to the Secretary.

WIGMORE PSYCHIC CENTRE
G ro tr ia n  H all (S tudio  No. 3)

115 W igm ore  S tree t, London, W .l. (Telephone: Welbeck 7382.) 
D e m o n stra to r a n d  In s t r u c to r : H O RA CE LEAF.

Private Interviews Daily.—10.30 a.m .—5.30 p.m., or by appointment. 
Tuesdays, 8—Open Developing Circle, 2/-. Wednesdays, 3 p.m.—Psycho- 
metry, 2/-. Every Friday, 3 p.m. and 8 p.m .—Clairvoyance Seance 

(Trance), 3/6;
Psycho-therapeutics. P sy ch ic  D evelopm ent P o s ta l C o u rse .

For particulars apply Hon. Secretary:—Miss C. Guillot.
aKBBBKiilRBaeMnaaHSItlSIMBIIBanSBHStiaBiSEBSBOKBftaBSMMHtll

tt R E S P O N D A ”
THE PSYCHIC TALKING CARD AND 
PENDULUM FOR MESSAGES AND 
TELEPATHIC DEVELOPMENT.

This lettered Card, used with a Pendulum, forms an easy means of 
investigation into the Psychic. Many who earnestly desire communi
cation are making no progress for want of an instrument tha t can give 
the necessary help. “ Responda ” is simple and sensitive enough to 
yield results, even to those endowed with but little mediumship. 
Can be operated by one person, sitting alone a t home. Miss J. U. 

(Bexhill) writes “ I am led to write and thank you for the ‘ Responda.’ Words cannot express what it has already done 
for me . . . .  I am in constant touch with my dear father . . . Now I know.” Post paid, Home 3 /8 ; Abroad 4/3

Also “ RESPONDA LUMINOUS ”
The same in principle as the ordinary “ Responda,” but set in case, self-luminous and usable in light, dimness or complete 
darkness. Mrs. N. de H. writes :—” I want to thank you for your wonderful ” Responda,” which enables me to commu
nicate with my beloved husband. Life is quite changed for me since I have it and I  am deeply thankful for it . . .
Please send a ■' Responda Luminous " t o  . . . .  ” Both obtainable from :

(Post Paid, Home ¿ 1 1 0 ;  Abroad ¿1 3 0.) R. A. ROBSON, 21 FAIRFAX ROAD
(Flict altered by increased cost of manufacture CHISWICK, LONDON, W.4., ENGLAND
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Sixth Impression ordered.

A SEARCH IN 
SECRET INDIA

By PAUL BRUNTON
Contains rem arkable accounts 
— o f Psychic Phenomena  —

Sir Francis 
Y ounghusband

says :
‘ The very embodiment of all 
that India holds most sacred.”

Sunday Dispatch
says :

“ You will he unable to deny 
the fascination and sincerity 
of his booh.”

This book reveals age-long secrets of the Yogis, 
and contains many strange stories of their 
miracles, yet it is written with commendable 
reserve.

R e a d  o f  t h e  Y o g i s  w h o  c a n  
0  Raise the dead.
Q  Prolong their lives for years.
0  Move solid objects by levitation.
£  Foretell the future.
^  Stop their heart and yet live.
0  Stroke a deadly cobra without harm.
^  Sit in a trance for hours and days.

27  unique illustrations. 1 5 / «

R I D E R  & C O ., Paternoster House, London, E.C.4.

ON $PIRI
THE EVOLUTION OF 
SPIRITUALISM
by Harvey Metcalfe, 7/6

JESUS THE CHRIST
by The Rev. G. Vale 
Owen 4/6

TUALISM
AN ARTIST IN THE 
GREAT BEYOND

by Violet Burton. 4/6

THE BLUE ISLAND
Communicated by W. 
T. Stead 3/6

THE KINGDOM of GOD
and th e  P o w er and th e  G lory  

by The Rev. G. Vale 
Owen. 4/6

HEALING THROUGH 
SPIRIT AGENCY
Written and compiled by 
R. H. Saunders. 3/6

THE WITNESS
by Jessie Platts. 5/-

BEAR WITNESS 4/6
by A King’s Counsel.

THE PRIESTHOOD OF 
THE LAITY

by The Rev. G. Vale 
Owen. 1/6

HOW SPIRITS 
COMMUNICATE

by The Rev. C 
Owen.

r. Vale 
1/6

KATHLEEN
by The Rev. John 
Lamond, D.D. 6/-

MORE LETTERS
by Winifred Gr

BODY, SOUL & SPIRIT
by The Rev. G. Vale 
Owen. 1/6

FROM HEAVEN
aham 4/6

V \ At a ll L ib ra r ie s  an d  B o o k se lle rs .

HUTCHINSON
M

-  BOOKS YOU SHOULD READ

-|Kfc

A FEW SUGGESTIONS J

The Use of Life—Lord Avebury 3/9 Edge of the Unknown—Conan Doyle 4/. i
Psychic Certainties—H. F. P. Battersby 3/6 Our African Winter—Conan Doyle ... 4/- p
The Temple of the Body—Mabel Beatty 2/9 Science and Health Revised—Alma Morrow 2/9
New Gospel of God’s Love—Mabel Beatty ... 4/10 Harmonial Philosophy of Andrew Jackson 1
Sweet Corn from Heaven—R. A. Bush 3/9 Davies (Lectures on)—W. H. Evans 3/9 fi
My Larger Life—Violet Burton 5/6 Spiritualism  : A Philosophy of Life—W. H. 1
Re-interpretations—W. S. Bowdon ... 5/6 Evans 2/4 §
More Things in Heaven and Earth—R. Blatch- The Dead Active 3/4

ford 3/10 Opening the Psychic Door—F. W. Fitz Simons 13/- $
The Trumpet Shall Sound—M. Barbanell ... 3/10 Culmination—J ohn Furnill 8/- k
M ystery of Ourselves—Staveley Bulford ... 3/10 Psychic Self-Defence—Dion Fortune 8/-
Some Thoughts on Mediumship—L. M. Bazett 3/10 Egoland—C. Flammarion ... 3/4 i
Im pressions from the Unseen—L. M. Bazett 5/6 H. Ernest Hunt—
Psychical Research—Sir Wm. Barrett 2/10 Self Training ... 5/- fil

Cross, Star and Grown—Kathleen Barkel ... 4/10 The Gateway of Intuition 2/9 1
Researches into Spiritualism —Sir Wm. Why We Survive 1/3 1

Crookes ... 3/10 Bible Cameos ... 2/9
Thy Kingdom Come—Ivan Cooke ... 8/- Influence of Thought 5/6 k
Youth and Survival—C. S. Collen-Smith 1/3 Nerve Control ... 1/2 1
Vincent Caillard—Lady Caillard 15/6 Service and Why 1/2 1
The Invisible Influence—Alexander Cannon 5/6 Spiritualism  for the Enquirer ... 2/9 1
Seeing the Invisible—Jas. Coates 7/- How to Train the Memory 1/2 1
Human M agnetism—Jas. Coates 7/- Health First 1/9 k
M emories and Adventures—Conan Doyle 4/- Outline of the Great Law 2/10 1
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