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REALITY OF PSYCHIC FORCE
WINNIPEG INVESTIGATOR'S CLEAR LEAD
TO SCIENCE
By DR. T. GLEN HAMILTON

AMONG

the many unusual facts established by
psychical research during the past sixty years or
more, none are more startling from the purely scientific
viewpoint than those which show that material objects
may move when not in contact with anything of a
_ known physical nature to cause that movement. That
this class of phenomena has been established again and
again, those acquainted with the reports of Sir Wm.
Crookes, the great English physicist, Flammarion, the
noted French astronomer, and Dr. Eugene Osty, of
the Paris Metapsychic Institute, know.
Like these I have mentioned and many others who
have had first-hand experiences in this field of inquiry,
I am convinced also that such phenomena exist, my
conviction resting mainly on extensive observations and
experiments carried out with a local Medium known in
this connection as Elizabeth M.-a little Scotch lady
whose incipient faculties were accidentally discovered
in my own home in 1921, and whose development was
under my own supervision from the start.
The Elizabeth M. telekinetic phenomena centred for
the most part about a twelve and a half pound wooden
table, carrying on its top a plaque surfaced over with
luminous paint, so that its movements might readily be
followed in the semi-darkness or complete darkness of
the seance room. All experiments Were conducted in
my own home and in a room set apart and equipped
for the purpose.
From the first Elizabeth showed si.gns of being an
unusually strong Medium.
First to appear were astonishingly powerful movements of the table when contacted by the Medium's
hands. Repeatedly I found it necessary to put forth
all my strength over a period of several minutes before
the table could be prevented from pitching and
knocking about. It gave one the impression of being
a caged animal very difficult to describe. There were
times, too, when in spite of all my efforts to the contrary,
the table moved beneath my grasp.
Astonishing as it may seem, there were occasions as
well when two experimenters-a Mr. M. and myselftogether could not overcome this mysterious strength
when the psychically activated table not only strained
and lifted as if trying to release itself from oµr ho!d

upon it, but fina)ly whirled the whole locked unit-'-the
seated Medium and the two experimenters-about the
floor as if it were a toy in the hand of a giant.
Elizabeth, who was a small, middle-aged woman,
could never even had she consciously attempted to do so,
have normally exerted so great a strength.
There were other signs, however, which showed these
exceedingly vigorous movements to be of supernormal
origin ; the Medium showed signs of definite physiological reactions. Immediately before the table became
active she complained of a sense of tightness in the
solar plexus region.
When {he movement became
violent · she often cried out with pain arising, she said,
from this feeling.
\Vhen the experiments Were over she was frequently
found to be in a more or less faint condition-face pale,
hands cold, her consciousness more or less dazed. In
other words, everything went to show that the Medium's
body was being dravvn upon i.n a way which was not
normal.
NON-CONTACT MOVEMENTS

Of still greater interest, however, were the noncontact movements of the table. Again and again this
type of phenomena took place while the Medium's
hands and feet were being controlled either by myself
or by one of the sitters.
Presently, in the course of a few weeks, the table
began to show a tendency to raise itself off the floor
entirely, and in the course of a few months we watched
this upward movement grow steadily in magnitude until
it progressed from a levitation of a few inches to that
of three to four feet. These levitations were at first
contact phenomena, but ended by being non-contact
phenomena. That is, the Medium placed her hands on
the table; it became activated; her hands were withdrawn and contrnlled and the table continued on its
upward flight unaided by anything of a known physical
nature. Frequently the tabl"e turned completely over
and levitated feet uppermost, this double movement
taking place in the twinkling of an eye.
Having set out to investigate these curious
happenings simply as a matter of scientific curiosity,
we submitted these phenomena to almost every kind
of test which we could devise. We left no stone
Ql1t\.!rned to prove to our own satisfilcction at least that
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fraud had nothing whatever to do
mysterious movements.
Chief among these testing devices was the use of
flashlight photography, the flashlight being exploded by
means of an electric switch held in my hand, at the
itxact moment the table was seen and heard to move.
As the flash went off in approximately a thirtieth of a
second, fraudulent manipulation of the table by anyone
present was impossible, for had such a thing been
attempted the trickster would have been caught in the
act.
Scores of times we photographed the rapidly moving
table by this means-as it flung itself upward; as it
inverted itself; as it moved within the curtained cabinet,
completely cut off from all possibility of contact; and
as it rushed out of the cabinet entirely on its own.
In no single instance was there revealed the slightest
sign or suspicion of fraudulent action on the part of
either the sitters or Medium.
Outside witnesses were brought in as independent
verifiers, among them a number of well-known medical
men of the city. Like ourselves they were unable to
account for these phenomena on any known basis.
Among these outside scrutineers also was Mr. J.
Malcolm Bird, one-time assistant editor of The Scie!ltific
American and at the time (1925) official investigator for
the American Society for Psychical Research.
In a photograph taken at the time he may be seen
standing to the right of the Medium, the table levitation
and inversion in this case being a notable one.
Immediately prior to this experiment he passed the table
through a loop of rope to satisfy himself that no strings,
wires, or attachments of any kind were connected with
it.
He was convinced, he said, that the movements
were true telekinesis. The speed of the levitation he
regarded as extraordinary.
It may be of interest at this point to quote from a
report on these phenomena made by the late Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle and published in his book Our Second
American Adventure. He says:
" On our first night in Winnipeg we attended a circle
for psychical research which has been conducted for two
years by a group of scientific men who have obtained
remarkable results. The Medium is a small, pleasantfaced woman from the Wes tern Highlands of Scotland.
Her psychic gifts are both mental a;id physical. T~e
circle, which contained ten persons, mcludmg my wife
and myself, placed their hands, or one hand, each upon
a small table, part of which was illuminated by
phosphorous, so as to give some ligh~. It wa s viole~tly
1
agitated and this process .was described a? ch~rgmg
it.' It was then pushed mto a small cabmet with an
opening in front . Out the table came clattering again
entirely on its own, with no sitter touching it. I stood
by the slit in the curtain in subdued red light and I
watched the table within. One moment it was quiescent.
A moment later it was like a restless dog in a kennel,
springing, tossing, beating up against the supports and
finally bounding out with a velocity which caused me
to get quickly out of the way.
" Many of Crawford's Belfast experiments have been
duplicated by this group of scientists, which is t~e more
important in view of Dr. Fournier d' Albe's failure to
get the same results."
So much for some types of telekinetic phenomena
witnessed in this city from 1921 on. (Reprinted, by
permission of Dr. Glen Hamilton, from the Winnipeg
Free Press).

· GENE DENNIS PROPHESIES

Miss Gene Dennis, the famous American stageclairvoyante, is back in England. Reporters swarmed
around her when her boat, the " Isle de France,"
berthed at Plymouth. She told them, amongst other
things, that the Prince of Wales will marry '' a girl
of the Irish type '' in about two and a half years, and
that a general election will take place this year ,
"-<>bly in April, brought about by a big political
-- riut and a financial fi g ure coming in .

MR. HOLLAND HENNEQUIN'S REMARKABLE
EXPERIENCE

AN

unusual account of a Direct Voice seance in a
coastal town, with a strictly non-professional
Meqium, has been sent to us by M r. Holland
Hen.nequin, of London. Although he is not a t liberty
to disclose the name of the Medium (who has no wish
for publicity), he has communicated it to the Editor
of LIGHT, in confidence, together with the address.
" My son had told me," writes Mr. Hennequin, " at
a previous sitting, that he had sent me a lady, who5e
son he had met in the spirit-world, to help me. He did
not say in what way, but the lady did commence to
visit us, and it is due to her efforts that we received
the invitation to attend the sitting in question."
Mr. Hennequin says that his host and hostess were
homely folk, who had sat for four years before obtaining the Voices . They do not know which of them
is the Medium. Both remain perfectly normal throughout the sitting, and engage in conversation with the
spirits and the sitters.
. A large sheet of plywood was placed on the floor,
and the sitters (six in number), sat with their feet
placed on this. ' ' In a darkened room , ' ' says Mr.
Hennequin, " movement ·of the feet on plywood is like
walking on the boards of an empty house."
After four or five minutes' waiting, " a cold breeze
commenced to circulate as if fanned t hrough a
refrigerating chamber, and I should estima te that the
temperature of the room dropped at least 15 to 20
degrees. After the Voices commenced, this coldness
seemed to disappear, or at least we suffered no
inconvenience from it."
A luminous slate rose in the air, and sailed around
the room . Three trumpets followed suit and gyrated
in the air, while the controls were exchanging greetings
and pleasantries with the sitters.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Hennequin were spoken to by
their son. Mr. Hennequin continues : " I have sat
with some of the most famous Voice Mediums, but I
have never encountered. anything to compare with what
now followed. One Voice came in after another and
remained, until there were eight Spirit-Voices speaking at once. ''
From a vase in an inaccessible corner of the room,
roses were taken and given to some of t he sitters.
During the time the Voices were speaking, the sitters
were touched on the face and body.
" I knew," says Mr. Hennequin, " th at it would
be impossible, owing to the darkness, for anyone to
see what I was doing, so I held out my hand at arm's
length, palm upwards, and it was immediat ely struck
with the trumpet. There wa s no fumbling; it was
a · clean hit."
Mr. Hennequin adds that much of the evidence given
to him was too personal for a public account. He is
convinced that his host and hostess are most remarkable Mediums. Whilst sitting at tea, the heavy table,
laden as it was, was swayed about, bounced, and
almost lifted bodily from the floor.
There was an incident which left a deep impression
on Mr. Hennequin's mind. While the Voice of his
son was talking, he said: " You had better act as 11
guide, for I don't know the road, and it looks like
being a dirty ride.''
" Right ho ! I'll be there," was the answer.
Returning, Mr. Hennequin lost his way. About 20
miles from London he took the wrong fork. After
travelling some miles he said to his wife : " I don't
know what part of London this will bring us to, so
we had better try to find out where we are.' '
'' I eased the car up,'' he writes, '' looked out, and ·
then laughed : ' We ought to remember this place.
We are right outside the church in which we were
ma rried '."
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"DENNIS BRADLEY SPEAKS"

PSYCHIC PILGRIMAGE

WHAT HE FOUND ON HIS ARRIVAL ON
THE "OTHER SIDE"

MR. AND MRS. E. A. S. HAYWARD'S EXPERIENCES
IN AMERICA

UNDER the heading, " Dennis Bradley Speaks from
the Spirit World,'' the Sunday Express (January
6th), published a long report of a seance, with Mrs.
Barke! as Medium, attended by a Sunday Express
reporter and Mr. Patrick Bradley, youngest son of the
" dead " author.
The report takes the form of
question and answer, dealing mainly with the
experiences of Mr. Bradley on the " other side."

WE had a very stormy passage across the Atlantic
to Halifax, Nova Scotia, but, being seasoned
sailors, my wife and I suffered no ill effects.
We met a number of congenial people on board, and
were able to do quite a good deal of quiet propaganda,
and my wife got through some very evidential messages
for some of them.
Soon after our arrival at New York, we paid a visit
to Hyslop House, the headquarters of the American
S.P.R., and met Mr. Bligh Bond, Mrs. Bigelow, and
others, and spent over four hours in conversation and
relating our psychic experiences. They all were most
hospitable and greatly interested in what we told them .
I was invited to lecture for the Society early in
January, but unfortunately could not stay to do so,
but promised to lecture there should we return to the
city. I have promised to write an article for their
Journal on our experiences with Mrs. Duncan in
Edinburgh and Glasgow.
" We had a very interesting sitting one evening with
a so-called " ballot reader " at Hyslop House. We
went unannounced and as complete strangers.
The
Medium was a Mrs. Horne, and she placed pieces of
adhesive tape over her eyes, both longitudinally ~nd
transversely, so as to blindfold her completely. Each
person was allowed to write three questions, and she
was able to read them verbatim simply by touching
them. Frequently they were held upside down. In
our cases the replies were excellent and most evidential,
and all the rest of the sitters appeared equally satisfied.
The President of the Baltimore Psychic Research
Club was present and he has invited me to lecture to
the Club on our return north, and I expect to do so.
We afterwards visited our friends, Mr. and Mrs.
Kellerby, at their charming home in New Jersey. They
took us to two sittings with a self-styled " Trance
Medium " at a Circle in New York, with which they
had been sitting for some weeks, at the hotel suite of
an Egyptian Princess. As a result, we were able to
expose this man as a fraud, and deprive him of the
opportunity of preying further upon the generosity of
our friends .
This is the total amount of our psychic adventures
in America for the present, but I have accumulated a
great deal of very interesting knowledge into conditions
of Spiritualism in the U.S .A. , much of which is of a
very disheartening nature.
We are now enjoying the most beautiful weather,
brilliant sunshine and balmy breezes. It is in marked
contrast to the cold we had up north-11 degrees above
zero in Halifax and 16 degrees above in New York.
Miama, Florida.
E. A. S. HAYWARD.

Amongst the answers were the following :
" It is not easy to describe a world such as this in
terms which in your mind can only conjure up visions
of your own. There are dimensions and sensations
. which have no parallel or counterpart in earthly life.
Time, for instance, simply does not exist. Space
seems illimitable. ''
'' One travels by thought. To wish to be somewhere
is to be there."
'' I was di scovered by friends of mine and talked to
them. The first person I saw was my sister, Annie,
who has been a very great help to me."
" Spirits who knew each other on earth are drawn
immediately to each other on one thinking of the
other: It is a fascinating capacity, and not easy to
describe. I have already seen my mother, Sir Arthur
(Sir Arthur Conan Doyle), and even Confucius, the
ancient philosopher, who seemed to be wearing a brown
habit something like a monk's . "
'' There are two systems of thought transference.
When two minds are in attunement, thoughts interflow with perfect freedom and clarity. It is a kind of
coherent and easy telepathy. Beca!.lse of this, spirits
who spoke contrasting languages while on earth can
' talk ' to each other with the greatest of ease."
'' Suicide is a crime; you will be doing would-be
suicides a service by assuring them that suicide offers
no release. There is a darker aura round the earth, in
which the spirit of a suicide is forced to stay until it
has ' lived out ' what would have been its normal span
of life on earth before entering the spirit-world."
'' There are vast halls in which is taught all the
knowledge that exists. All the inventions which have
caused such excitement and admiration on earth have
been known here ever since time was. It is through
the good offices of some spirit that a human being is
able to stumble across some fragment of knowledge
of benefit to humanity.
" T here are, incidentally, even laboratories here in
which spirits are trying to find cures for certain
malignant diseases on earth. I will talk to you again
about t his. I have not had time to go through them yet.''
The reporter's concluding words are : " A conversation followed in which Patrick Bradley and Dennis
Bradley talked of many things. Then an affectionate
farewell , and the seance ~ended."
The seance was arr g d by the Marylebone
Spiritualist Association an was held at Marylebone
House, Russell Square, the Association's headquarters.
Complying with a request made before his passing,
the ashes of Mr. Dennis Bradley were scattered from
an aeroplane over the English Channel by his two sons
on Thursday last week (January 3rd).

THE QUEST CLUB
(Two Mlnnt•s from SOUTH KENSINGTON STATION)

THE WORLD'S SOCIAL CENTRE FOR ALL
INTERESTED IN SPIRITUALISM.

M.S.A. 63rd · ANNIVERSARY
The 63rd anniversary of the Marylebone Spiritualist
Association is to be celebrated by a special service for
members and associates (numbering over 3,500), to be
held in the Royal Albert Hall on Sunday evening,
March 3rd, at 6.30. The speakers announced are Mr.
George Craze (president), Mr. Ernest Hunt, and
" White Hawk " (through Mrs. Barke!), and clairvoyance is to be given by Mrs . Helen Spiers, Mrs.
Stella Hughes, and Mr. Thomas Wyatt. Admission
is to be by ticket.

I

Membership of thl• conveniently situated Club I• only ONE
GUINEA A YEAR and includesUSE OF CLUB'S COMFORTABLE COMMODIOUS
PREMISES.
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS AT MODERATE PRICES.
FREE LECTURES.
SITTINGS WITH THE EEST MEDIUMS AT
REDUCED FEES.
FREE USE OF EXTENSIVE LIBRARY.
Jan. 10 (Thursday), 8.30-11.30 p.m.-Quest Club Party.
Dancing and cards.
Tickets must be had in advance,
2/6 including refreshments.
Jan, :18 (Monday), 8.0 p.m., at Caxton Hall, WestminsterMrs. HELEN HUGHES. The greatest Clairaudient in En~land.
Miss LIND-AF-HAGEBY. On "The Place of Spiritualism in
Modem Thought."
DON'T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY
Reserved seats 2/6.
Admittance without ticket, 1/- and 6cL
Apply S1C1'etary for illuslrated brochu,.,

I

"'

I

Miss Phillimore, 16 Queensberry Place, London, S.W7
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SILVER CORD

By REV. WILLIAM A. REID, M.A., GLASGOW
" On the day when the silver corcl is snapped,
And the golden la1np drops broken."
THE above is Moffat's translation of that unsurpassed
description of death in Ecclesiastes XII.
You
should read it.
As descriptive poetry and pure
literature it lrns been the marvel of the ages. Read
along with it Pope's " The Dying Christian to his
Soul," where the ecstasy of material death is described
in what, in some respects, is Pope's best poem.
I should like to give a few thoughts about what
Ecclesiastes calls The Silver Cord which is snapped at
death. Other phrases are used, such as the Astral
and the Etheric Corel; but none of them is to be
compared with the Silver Cord. The Silver Cord is
a poetic phrase; the other phrases claim to be descriptive. The Temple lamp, kept always lit, is a symbol
of life. \iVhen the silver cord is snapped the lamp
drops to the floor, the bowl is broken and the oil
spilled. The light is extinguished. This snapped cord
is one of Ecclesiastes' descriptive pictures of death.
One thing i_s certain : that this connecting link
between the person and his material body is not a cord.
It may look like a cord and appear to stretch like an
elastic cord; but it is not like a piece of twine.
WHAT IS THE SILVER CORD 1

The body dies, decays, disappears; and you and
your spirit-body live. I am assuming this, though not
forgetting that some deny it. Again, I prefer spfrit
to astral or etheric; because spirit-body is only a
. symbolic description of what I regard as a fact. Well,
the spirit-body gets its life and vitality and driving
power from the spirit. The material body need~ food,
air and sleeo to become a workable mecha111sm or
organism; b~t it can only function when supplied with
additional energy from the spirit. I think I may say
the spirit leaves the body when the body ceases to ~ork
owing to disease, accident or wear. Then the Silver
Cord is snapped. \iVho snaps i.t or how it is snapped
is not known. We can only record facts. The Cord
is snapped; the material body is dead .
THE PLACENTA

It is well known that every living thing begins as a
single cell, and grows and develops ultimately into an
adult creature-plant or animal. It requires to be
supplied with food until it can fend for itself. This
food is supplied by the mother in som~ form . The
acorn is the young tree with a small but suf.Iicient. food
supply. The hen's egg is the young chick with a
food supply. The human being remains inside the
mother and is supplied with food through a blood
receptacle called the placenta, for nine months or ~o.
The placenta is the food supply. After about nme
months the baby is born, and the parents must get
food for it outside the mother's body until it can earn
its own .living. Something similar is taking place at
this moment with all of us in supplying us with nonmaterial food . Our body is getting '' life-stuff ''
through a Silver Cord, from a placenta or storehouse
.._,hich is the spirit-body.
SLEEP AND DREAMING

Sleep is manifestly a pause in the activity of the
material body, because it cannot work for want of
power. Sleep is stopping the motor car at the petrol
pump for a refill. At this point I fear I must pass on
some speculations, though some of them are very likely
and can claim very strong proofs for their reality. The
spirit-body, it is said, during sleep goes out of alignment
with the material body, either in part or completely,
so as to get replenished or refilled by the spirit. It
comes back into alignment when it refills the material
body: or, as I think it oug-ht more correctly to be put,

the Silver Cord as required . Put still othe rwise, the
body is now awake and may be used by the spirit.
Certain types of dreams which we remember are
said to be caused by slight departure from alig nment
of the two bodies.
Other types are commonly
admitted to be caused by various material, mental and
entirely normal disturbances in _ the material body
itself. Still a third type of dreams is produced by what
is called travelling clairvoyance, such as ma ny seers,
including St. Paul, record. I need not pursue this
matter further.
STRETCHING THE SILVER CORD

It is manifest from the foregoing that t he Silver
Cord may be stretched or produced. vVhen t he spiritbody is seen at great distances, hundreds of miles away
from the material' body, it is called a " phantasm. of the
living."
This I think an unfortunate term, as the
sleeping body would more appropriately be called a
phantasm of the living. Those who wish to study this
further should read The Projection of the Astral Body
by Sylvan Muldoon. I quote from that book some claim s
the writer makes of facts ascertained by ob servation,
experiment and personal experiences : " The cord at a few inches of bodily separation is
l}in. thick (the diameter of a silver dollar) ; at lOft.
iin.-resembling a garden hose; at 15ft. approximately
it might be at its minimum thickness-holding this on
to infinity . . . The force is not applied by the cord,
but through the cord . . . . The cord in itself is not
elastic . . . . "
Enough has been written to show that the Silver
Cord is not a string, nor an elastic string, nor even a
pipe like the umbilical cor{l which conveys t he blood
from the mother to the foetus. It cannot be. It is
rather a line or field of force as from an electro-magnet.
Scatter small pieces of iron on your table and imagine
a strong electro-magnet to be in the roof. Switch on
the current and all the pieces of iron will jump up to
the roof. Turn off the current and they will fall on the
table again. This falling is how I picture the snapping
of the Silver Cord; the psychic current at death is
switched off from the body.
THE CONNECTION OF THE SILVER CORD

The general opinion is that it is connected som ewhere
about the head, the solar plexus perhaps ; and pictures
are given of the spirit-body leaving the corpse by the
head, with the Silver Cord still attached to t he head.
This may be seen in Mr. Mulcloon's book, and in thatinteresting book by Hewat McKenzie, Spirit Jnte1'course. We may take it that this way of exit for the
spirit-body is generally and normally true.
I venture, as my ovvn personal opinion, that the Silver
Cord may contact any part of the nervous system. The
experiments of Dr. Crawford, of Belfast, and others,
may substantiate this, as the psychic rods described
come- from various parts of the body. The lines of
force seem to act along these ectoplasmic rods in the
places a11d directions required. It is not the rods, of
course, that do the lifting of tables and trumpets, but
the force acting through the rods.
\!Ve may conclude therefore that this Silver Cord is
but one of many lines of force-emanations manipulated by us in ways as yet incompletely known . There
may indeed be Cosmic Silver Cords whereby power
is communicated by great vVorld Spirits; and all the
Universe Spirits may get power· from the One All
Spirit we call God. These are but pictures. There
are certain known facts, as I have indicated, which
lift them out of the region of pure fantasy.
" We may be in the Universe as dogs and cats are
in our libraries, seeing the books and hearing the
conversation. but having- no inkling- of the meaning of
-· ..;,,.,erse).
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WILLl·NG BACK THE SPIRIT

From S. J. McLEA, Cheltenham
HAVING asked a friend what 11er experiences were AN EXPERIENCE AFTER AN OPERATION
By W. ADAIR ROBERTS
· on passing from this life, the following came :
" When I t losed my eyes upon my familiar surroundRECENT experience of my own may throw light
ings I found myself in empty space-I seemed lost in
upon the cause of the all too frequent obituary notice
space. Then a consciousness came to me that space
" Death after operation "-those instances where the
was not empty, and my eyes gradually opened to see
operation although successful is followed by collapse.
many forms about me, and as they drew near I
I venture to suggest that it is not caused by the shock
recognised my father and si ster. 1t was all so vast,
to
th~ syste'.11 due t.o. operation, but by the difficulty
so beyond my comprehension, I felt bewildered. Those
1 have mentioned, together with my guide, brought me expenenced 111 re-un1t111g the two bodies, physical and
to a place of rest, where spirits came to me whose etheric, after the latter has been artificially dissociated
special work it is to receive the newly-come and to by anaesthetic.
Patients are 1sually left to " come round " in the
explain what otherwise would be incomprehensible.
charge
of a nurse, and for this reason I feel strongly
" I could not at first grasp what I was told; much
seemed to contradict some of my accepted beliefs, and that nurses should be made aware of the significance of
for a time I was far from happy, but gradually the the etheric body, and instructed how to assist in its reteaching I received sank into my mind . When the union with the physical..
The etheric
cannot remain isolated for overlona
and
light fully broke upon me, the happiness of the new life
•
bl
was 1-evealed, and I longed to warn those I had left I submit that when the strain of detachment is too
behind to prepare, so that their entrance into the new prolonged or severe, the patient collapses and " dies "
through the failure of those responsible to understand
life would be joyous . . .
" You realise how hard it is to make those still on and apply psychic laws.
Here is my own experience. A man, another woman
earth willing to seek to know and understand the things
of the spirit; they are content to live their material and I were in the same nursing home for manipulative
lives, thinking that if there is a future life it will be operation under anaesthetic. We had the same medical
I was the first to undergo
111 uch the same as the earth life.
Nothing is farther staff in attendance.
from what awaits them : suddenly to find the material operation, but the other two patients recovered, and
life at an encl, adrift and bewildered, is an experience were chatting and smoking fully two hours before I
Lhat must be painful to all who have no idea of what felt coherent. I felt1 as I <lo after light trance, but with
the spiritual life is; and that is why we who have any the anaesthetic it was more distressing as I could not
opportunity of communicating with those who have get back.
not yet come urge upon them the necessity of cultivatI brought back the recollection of being in argument
ing the spiritual part of their natures, whereby they may with a phalanx of stalwart figures who gently urged me
enter, even when on earth, into some knowledge of the forwards by closing around me, while they uttered such
life into which they will pass. ''
sentences as " you can come again," " no more now,"
" another time," " time's up, go back now," etc.
The first words I spoke were " time's up " and the
THE DREAM HOUSE
nurse
who was attending me replied " twenty-five
sometimes read of dream premonitions in
LIGHT,. and perhaps the two following examples minutes past seven,'' as she thought I was enquiring
the time!
in my own family may be of interest.
Then for another two and a half hours I felt I should
About six years ago my wife and I were staying in
never
re-unite. A few spells of coherent speech; a
Berkshire, where we were looking about for a house~;
One morning, when out for a walk, my wife told me flash or two of complete awareness of my conscious
brain, but a wretched numbness of body. The nurse
she had had a vivid dream the night before of a house.
She described it to me, and afterwards I made a put something into my hand but I could not grasp it; I
ground-plan of it in my diary. She said that, looking· wished to wipe my mouth but only reached my ear, and
through the dining-room window, she could see a rose all the while I could appreciate the urgency of the
garden, and the name " Hatherley " was connected appeal of my spirit body to re-enter the physical.
It seemed to be closely attached but piling up outside
in some way with the house. About six months afterwards, we unexpectedly went to Cheltenham, and we to the left and the back of my physical body, and most
first stayed at a place called Hatherley Lawn. During densely at the shoulder and behind the left ear and
a drive one afternoon along the Gloucester Road, we skull. There was a curious sense of anxiety and
saw a house, the look of which we liked, so we drove urgency, as though my spirit had been locked out and
up to it and looked ro und . It was my wife's .dream was battering for re-entry before it was too late.
house. The ground floor was as I had drawn it, and
Towards the end, the matron (with whom I had
there was the rose garden in front of the dining-room previously had some talk on psychic matters) came and
windows . Lastly, the house was in Hatherley Lane. sat with me. I could not even then utter my tho ughts,
Vle took the place and lived in it for over two years.
but it dawned upon me that something definite must be
My son, then twelve years old, was at a prep.a ratory done, so I held the matron's hand for power, and in
school in Cheltenham. One day he told us that for thought (for I could not speak) commanded my spirit
three nights in succession he had dreamed he was to re-unite with my physical body.
having tea with the Prince of Wales. A few weeks
Gradually the " shape " clinging- to my left side
ago my son, now eighteen, was head J?refect of his seemed to dissolve and to be re-absorbed into my
school, and one afternoon H. R.H. the Pnnce of vVales physical body, while the feeling and power came back
came to inspect it. After his inspection, at the Prince's into my hands, which till then had felt numb . I seemed
desire, all the prefects were invited to the head~aster's to recognise myself as one person, not two separate
house and there my son had the honour of pouring out beings. Then the matron reversed the position of my
the P;ince's tea and having a long, friendly chat with bed and in another half-an-hour I felt fairly normal.
him.
- It has left me wondering what would have happened
Some may say these two incidents were merely
had
we been without knowledge of a few elementary
a matter of chance, but neither my wife, my son, nor
I can stretch the long arm of coincidence quite so far. psychic facts and laws? I have no doubt that ignorance
of these may account for a certain number of fatalities
F. C. LAiNG, Lt.-Col. (Ret.).
after operations.
Datchet Lodge, Datchet.
·
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MALACHI AND BIOLOGY
SECOND ARTICLE
By GODFREY BURCHETT
AMONG ~he decisive fa~tors .of the quality of a
human life are the era m which a person is born,
the racial heritage, the kind of parentage, the
domestic, economic and social conditions and environment, sex, education, and the mental and moral
atmosphere.
The outlook for a life begun in the Stone Age was,
except among the most backward races of to-day, very
different from the outlook in the twentieth century. A
negro baby in West Africa has a different start from
an: English baby. The child of destitute parents or
of vicious parents has different prospects from those
of the child of healthy and prosperous parents. A
good home in wholesome surroundings makes a child
differ from one whose parents dwell in an overcrowded
room in a slum.
A woman's temperament and her outlook and the
balance of her interests are different from a man's.
Young people in the Bronze Age grew up without any
of the systematic education that civilisation has evolved.
And th~ mental and moral atmosphere of ancient
Carthage was very different from that in which a
Quaker household lives. No human being can choose
the environment into which he or she is born.
The
individual has no free will in that matter.
The physical organ for the direction of life is the
brain. The human brain is not a thing apart from the
structure found in other animals. It is developed from
the type that is traceable in its beginnings t_o a remote
point in the evolution of animals. In the Anatomy of
Invertebrated Animals, Huxley wrote: " In the highest
animals the nervous system is essentially similar to that
of the lowest '' (p. 63).
In the animals most closely akin to man, the likehes·s
of brain-structure is conspicuous. In the Anatomy of
V ertebrated Animals, Huxley affirmed that " in all the
characters now mentioned the brain of man differs far
less from that of the chimpanzee than that of the latter
does from the pig's brain " (p. 64).
In his outstanding book entitled Education,
Personality and Crime , Dr. Albert Wilson pointed out
that '' the smaller or lower-class monkeys have poor
intelligence with a corresponding simple brain-pattern,
whereas the ourang and gorilla very nearly approach
man in the complexity of their grooves." Moreover,
the pre-natal development of the human baby " reflects
at different stages the lower forms of life from which
man is evolved.''
We know t.h at negroes in their communities in Haiti,
Liberia and elsewhere, think and act differently from
white races.
Can we reasonably suppose that this
difference is due to free choice by the individual-that
each black citizen could truly say : " If I preferred
to think and direct my life like a white person, I could
do so, but my free choice is to think and act in the
way characteristic of black people in their communities "? ls it not obvious that persistent racial
differences of temperament and behaviour are due to
inherited physical differences, especially to differences
of structure and balance of the brain?
Every . day observation, voluntary or involuntary,
shows that women differ from men in temperament,
and that the balance 0£ their interest in life is, different.
It would be absurd to suppose that this constant
difference results from free option. The emotions and
the outlook associated with sex are not products of
free will. The difference is illustrated in a most
dramatic and exceptional way in the dual life of the
abnormal personality whose record has lately been
published with a preface by the eminent gynaecologist,
Dr. Norman Haire.
The masculine individual to whom the name Andreas
:., given in the book was a Danish artist of

distinction. Early in life, while he was an a rt student,
he married a wife who was devoted to him and who .
behaved with unfailing nobility of character throughout
a very trying experience. She also was an art student
and afterwards became an artist of note. Aft er twenty
years of union Andreas Sparre began to develop a
feminine personality.
It was physiological, not
illusory. The development was not uniformly steady,
but was progressive. After a number of medical
consultations, which yielded neither relief nor hope,
and when the unhappy victim of dual sex lrn<l decided
on suicide, the eminent German gynaecologist, Dr.
Werner Kreutz, correctly diagnosed the cause of the
physical and mental suffering, and surgical operations
which he pJanned and performed transformed Andreas
Sparre to a physical and functional woman, who took
the name of Lili Elbe.
The King of D enmark
cancelled the marriage certificate of Andreas Sparre
and his wife remarried with the full approval of Lili
Elbe, who herself accepted an offer of marriage. She
desired motherhood, and this involved a final enabling
operation. The strain of it was too great, and she
died after a year and a half of feminine life.
The difference between the mental and moral
character and the temperament of Andreas Sparre and
Lili Elbe has been fully preserved.
It is made
especially apparent by an epitome of his life which
Andreas Sparre dictated to a friend on the eve of the first
of the operations which were intended to make the female
personality effective, and by Lili Elbe's careful record
of her experience. She hoped that the strange comparison of two modes of life which she could make
would " build a slender bridge across the abyss which
separates man and woman." Manifestly the difference
betwe.e n the temperament, character a nd outlook of
Andreas Sparre and of Lili Elbe was not an effect of
free will but of the change of operative sex.
Dr. Wilson cites the case of a microcephalic idiot
of female sex who died at the age of 44. The
circumference of her skull was fifteen inches.
The
weight of her brain was 8ioz. An examination by
competent observers in the United States showed that
the average weight of the brains of twenty-four
American white soldiers was 48oz. The heig ht of the
microcephalic idiot was 4ft. 5in.
She had a fairly
proportioned body. She could not understand any
verbal communication, never uttered an articulate
sound, never made an intelligible sign, did not recognise
or remember anyone, sometimes smiled feebly to herself, frequently grinned and made grimaces, and
expressed emotions by hideous sounds.
If angered,
she spat like a cat. She knew when the bell rang for
meals and would then clap her hands and scream.
(The first article of this instructive series appeared
in LIGHT last week (] anuary 3rd); the concluding article
w·ill appear next week).

"l'M ALL RIGHT, MOTHER "
QNE night, in the year 1917 (writes a Glasgow woman
in the Daily Express, January 2nd), I was aroused
from my slumbers by a queer feeling that someone was
in my bedroom. I looked round the room with strained
eyes, but could see nothing unusual. I endeavoured
to fall asleep, but the sensation still persisted that
there was a strange presence in the room. Suddenly,
something seemed to stoop over me, and gently stroke
my hair. " I'm all right, mother; don't worry ;;tbout
me," I heard a voice whisper in my ear. Looking
round, I saw the form of my soldier son standing by
my bed, a rather plaintive smile upon his face. He
stood by my bedside for a few minutes, then , turning
about, walked slowly towards the door and disappeared.
A week later I received notification that my boy had
been killed in action on the very day he had paid me
a ghostly visitation.
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(The views and statements of correspondents are not
necessarily endorsed by the Editor, who occasionally
prints, in the interests of free discussion, letters with
which he does not agree),:

MR. BESTERMAN'S RESIGNATION
Sir,-Several letters of inquiry have reached me from
non-members of the S.P.R. about my resignation a s
that Society's Investigation Officer. · It has been
suggested that this resignation is due to differences
about policy. May I, therefore, be allowed emphatically to deny this allegation? No obstacles have ever
been put in the way of my investigations, nor has any
attempt ever been made to hamper or to guide my
conclusions.
My resignation is due solely to
circumstances, mainly financial, wholly unconnected
with questions of policy. My deep interest in Psychical
Research is unaffected, and I hope to have unofficial
opportunities in the future for continued study and
investigation.
THEODORE HESTERMAN.

MEDIUMS AND STOCKBROKERS
Sir,-One has learned to expect reasoned argument
and tolerance in the matter appearing in your publication, hence the effort by Mr. H. F. Prevost Battersby
in the issue for January 3rd comes as a surprise. I
refer to the reply to James Douglas.
Let me assure you I write in a most friendly and
sympathetic spirit; but, as a comparative newcomer
in search of enlightenment in psychic matters, I foresee
how easily such an article can do more hartn than
good to others like myself who are in the early stages
of searching for '' light.''
Even I, novice that I am, fully realise how far from
the mark are certain statements attributed to Mr.
Douglas, but I think it will be conceded that he is
possessed of, at any rate, normal intelligence.. In
addition, his knowledge of the world would ensure that
the Mediums he approached were genuine, but like the
writer, he has found that their several revelations are
at variance; hence the conclusions arrived at.
Let us allow that " dishonest Mtdiums " are in
existence. On this point, Mr. Bat~ersby offers advice
which he himself has not followed; for he suggests
that application to any of the recognised Spiritualistic
societies would have ensured contact with a Medium
whose integrity was beyond reproach.
Excellent
advice-but he later speaks of his own losses in dealing with dishonest men in the City. It is well-known
that all reputable stockbrokers, solicitors, accountants,
and the like are subject to the most rigid rules and
regulations laid down by the societies of their respective
professions.
A list of members is available for the
safety of the public, and if any such member fails in
his obligations, redress may be obtained.
vVishing you every success in your efforts during
the ensuing year.
E. J. WILKINSON.
Brooklyn Lodge,
·
Barnes Common, London.

" MOLECULES OF GOD "

they really are conditions, are erroneous.
'' Can God err? " (see LIGHT, October 12th). At
first sight this is a startling question, but worth looking
into. In my previous letter, " The Great Law "
(LIGHT, August 24th), I endeavoured to make clear the
scientific fact that all is energy-energy that we have
named '' God.'' We ourselves, part of the '' all,'' are,
therefore, likewise energy; and just as the sea is the
sum of its molecules, so is God apparently the sum of
the units of energy, certain ones of which we are.
Can any person, even in his wildest flights of fancy,
claim that we, " lords of creation " as we call
ourselves, are perfect? Indeed, are any of us even
two per cent. perfect? Yet we are molecules of God
himself; so, when we do wrong, we assume a terrible
responsibility, since, God being progressive, our sins
must retard His progress. On the other hand, when
we make right use of our experiences, we assist, and
perhaps, .by so doing, we may wipe out (atone for)
some of our wrong acts.
We are in a dimensional era, having so far achieved
three-dimensional space, whilst we expect the next
stage to be four-dimensional, thereby enlarging our
horizon .and so slightly extending our limitations.
Even when we attain the Nth dimension, we shall still
be within this era; and, whilst we are within it, we
are justified in accepting time and all other limitations
as relatively true, thereby bringing spiritual facts
within our comprehension.
Once the scientific facts, alluded to in my last letter,
are accepted by the general public, the Churches will be
compelled to adopt them, and so a sure foundation of
proven truth will be laid, without which no superstructure will be acceptable. Spiritualism will be the
logical outcome of this.
W. ]. L. HAMILTON.
Fulford Harbour, B.C., Canada.

PRIEST AND PROPHETESS
Sir,-Our opponents are accustomed to quote against
us Deuteronomy xviii, 10-12, " For all that do these
things are an abomination unto the Lord," and yet
when" the book of the law "(otherwise Deuteronomy),
in its original form, was found in the Temple (2 Kings
xxii), what happened? On the command of King
Josiah (who is described as doing " that which was
right in the sight of the Lord "), the High Priest and
others went in a body to consult Huldah the Prophetess,
clea·rly a Medium.
CHARLES THORNTON.
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Sir,-The questiont" " Is our existence eternal?"
and '' Do animals survive? '' are, to. my mind, not
ByMiss
hard to answer.
We know that, in eternity, there can be no element .
of time (which is a dimension) and, ·to our dimensional
"inhe
Spi
mentalities, this fact is expressed by the statement that
eternity is an ever-present " Now," consisting of past,
present, and future, all in one. We ourselves, likewise
all animals (indeed, everything we can perceive) are
present in the " Now," and so must exist for ever as
1:.i: · .
individual entities.
Does death ever occur? Surely, even the electron
Book Early or Come Early
has life. So too, ·in infinity, there are no measurements;
Tickets, 2/6
Admission at Door, 6d. & 1/- !!.
consequently) all our ideas of substa?c:, form, dist~nce,
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~nd locality are but due to our limited perceptions,
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" The Editor of Light, 16 Queensberry Plac~, South
Kensington, London, S. W .7." Phone : Kensington 3292-3

By the EDITOR

PROFESSOR A. lVI. LOW, D.Sc., is to lecture to
the members of the London Spiritualist Alliance
on February 28th, his topic being "What about the
Subscriptions should NOT be sent .to the Editor, but should in
all cases be add·ressed to the M anage·r of Light, 16 Queensberi-y
Man in the Street?" Presumably he \'li.ll present
Place, South Kensington, London, S. W.7. Cheques and Posta.l
himself as " the man in the street," and ask what
Orde1·s should be crossed a11d made payable to L.S.A.
evidence is available to convince-him that the Alliance
PUBLICATI ONS, LTV.
is justified in claiming that human Survival has been
AMERICAN and CANADIAN subscribers caii remit by International
Money Order, obtainable at all post ofjices, or from the foreign
and is being demonstrated as a fact in nature, independexchange depMtments of most national banks, at the current rate
ent
of, though not necessarily contrary to, philosophical
of exchange.
speculation
or religious belief.
ADVERTISEMENTS: For rates apply: The Advertisement
In
a
chapter
entitled " The Supernatural," in his
Manager, LIGHT, 16 Queensberry Place, South Kensington,
London,
S.W.7.
('Phone: Kensington
3292-3). book, Our Wonderful World of To-morrow, Dr.
Low has shown that he is deeply interested in Psychical
Telegrams : "Survival, London."
Research and fairly well acquainted with its physical
(Entered as Second Class Matter, March 12, 1929, at the Post Office, at Boston
Mass., under the Act of March 9, 1879, (Sec. 327 P.L. and R.)
problems ; and also that his ct priori reasoning makes
room for at least. the possibility of Survival. " It
EDITOR
GEORGE a. LETHEM
ASSISTANT EDITOR
seems clear," he writes " that matter and energy cannot
... DR. NANDOR FODOR
be destroyed, only changed in form. Why, then,
should our life, or the personality which our emotions
produce, prove any exception?" (p. 222).
TO BE OR NOT TO BE ?
He goes further and asserts that "if th ere is anyTO discuss the prospects of human Survival beyond thing at all in Spiritualism, it is the most important
"biological death" without mentioning psychic study known to man" (p. 209). "At present," he
evidences, ancient or modern, is suspiciously like an adds, "all who should be interested merely shy at the
attempt to produce the play of " Hamlet " with the question. The Church gives no guidance on a subject
part of the Prince left out. Yet this is what Prof. which should be its own particular province, although
Ralph Barton Perry (Professor of Philosophy in Harvard I believe it has a special form of service for laying
University) actually does in the current issue of The ghosts" (pp. 215-6).
Hibbert journal. One would gather either that he has
As to the possibility-or even the probability-of
never heard of such evidence (including the New Survival, Dr. Low seems to have an open mind; but
Testament story of the after-death appearances of he does not appear to be greatly impressed by the
.Jesus) or that he rejects it as valueless. "The certified evidence offered by Psychical Research or Spiritualism.
record of human experience," he writes, "does not
He supposes that a Royal Commission is appointed
contain the fact of immortality, nor is its truth demonto
inquire into the truth of Spiritualism-a Commission
strated in any reasoned form of mathematics."
Assuming that Professor Perry means " survival "composed of qualified scientists, accustomed to indeafter biological death," when he uses the word pendent research work and not known to have any
"immortality," his double assertion must be directly superstitious leanings" (p. 211), and he shows how he
challenged. " The certified record of human experience" thinks the evidence is likely to appear by forecasting
does contain many proofs of the fact of survival ; and what the verdict of the Commission would be. It would,
in his book, The Serial Universe (reviewed in LICHT on he suggests, find " that there are many plausible and
November 22nd, 1934), Mr. ]. W. Dunne presents possible explanations of psychic phenomena and that
" a reasoned form of mathematics " which he claims they do not all demand as a postulate that the dead
continue to exist in much the same form as upon
does demonstrate immortality.
Perhaps Prof. Perry would s_a y he was not earth" (pp. 216-7) ; that there is "no evidence of any
concerning himself with proofs of Survival but with useful information being conveyed to men and women
the lesser, though very interesting problem of whether at seances" ; and that the trance "sermons delivered,
Survival is desirable. He confesses that he personally when intelligible, have been such as might be expected
" has a strong desire for immortality " ; yet he marshals from a man who has read many philosophical or
. the arguments for and against with much detail. "To religious books and digested none " (p. 217) .
any grown individual," he writes, " the evil of his
He suggests further that " it is possible that, as a
own death lies in the present dread of his futttre result of the Commission, Spiritualism will receive some
annihilation ; and the good of a future life lies in his set-back and will die-so far as seances, trumpets
present relief from this dreaded prospect." This is and red lights are concerned-a few years later, when
doubtless true of some individuals, perhaps many~ the results of the improved educational met hods in
but not of all, probably not of the majority. Not a schools begin to be felt" (p. 219).
few, to whom Life has been unkind, looldorward to
Assurping that these suggestions really represent
Death as a happy release, without thought of what Dr. Low's considered views, it seems more than probable
may follow. Does not Robert Burns write of Death as that ' in his capacity as "the man in the street," he
The poor man's dearest friend,
will challenge the claim of the L.S.A. that evidence
The kindest and the best.
has been found sufficient to prove Survival , or
It can be reasonably argued that belief in a future alternatively he will ask what that evidence is and
life is desirable, not only from a personal but from a where it is to be found ; and that should give an
social point of view; yet what may be described as the opportunity to his Chairman, Mr. Frank Romer,
conditions and environment of that life must be made F .R.C.S., to relate one or two of the incidents on which
intelligible before Survival becomes really attractive. he rests his publicly-expressed conviction that Survival
And for Spiritualism it can be claimed that it not is a fact and communication a possibility when the
only presents unanswerable evidence that Survival proper conditions are provided.
·
is a natural fact, but also that it presents the after-life
In his book, Dr. Low makes little or no reference
as an orderly progression from the present life, rich
in all the possibiliti,"'.'·~that make for human happiness, to ~ental. evidence .. As, a scientist, he is apparently
1
and so makes it de'...
·e as well as certain.
specially mterested lll
trumpets and red lights II
Subscription Rates (including postage) - 12 months,
10s,6d.; 6 months, Ss.6d., or from Newsagents, 2d. weekly.
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LOOKING
A PROBLEM AND ITS SOLUTION
JN The E x pository 'Times for Janua ry, Archdeacon
Hunkin, D.D., of Rugby, di scusses " The Problem
of the Res urrection Narratives,'' and confesses that he·
is unable to say what happened to the physical body of
J esus ·o r what was the nature. of the body in which
Jesus is said to have appeared after His crucifixion .
But he does not despair of a solution of t he problem
being reached. '' For ourselves,'' he writes, '' it is
not unreasonable to suspend judgment and see whether
the work of the Society for P sychical Research will
throw some further light on the connection between
personality and what we call matter."
Had th e Archdeacon been better-informed as to what
has already been accomplished, he might have said tha t
Psychical Research-or more accurately that branch of
research which merges into Experimental Spiritualism
-has clearly indicated the solution of the problem by
showing that, in detail as well as in broad outline, the
narratives of the after-death appearances of Jes us are in
line wi th well-authenticated modern psychic ma nifesta tions.
H ere, as in other respects, Experimental Spiritualism
stands ready to support the credibility of the Gospel
records, a nd Church leaders like Dr. Hunkin will
sooner or la ter have to choose between acceptance of
that support or a still more rapid growth of uncertainty
and unbelief amongst the people to whom they minister.
As we have frequentiy declared, Spiritualism is not the
enemy but the natural ally of religion.
"LAUGHTER IN HEAVEN"

Dr. " Dick " Sheppard (now officially described as
Canon of St. P a ul's) confesses in t h ~ Sunday E xpress
that he '' laughs long and loud at the least provocation," and adds : " I am certain there will be la ughter
in heaven." Doubtless he is rig ht. Certain it is that
many of those who come back from the '' other side ''
encourag·e laughter and sometimes set a n example by
laughing themselves. One of the fe'atures of the " Red
Cloud " Voice seances is the frequency with which
" Red Cloud " can be heard laughing softly.
SPIRITUALISM IN THE "TIMES OF BRAZIL "

Mr. Noah Zerdin, founder and chairma n of " . The
Link," the Association of H ome Circles, is still in
South America, a nd, as proved by the December 17th
issue of the Times of Brazil, is not wasting opportunities of spreading the message of Spiritualism. In
an article, '' Can the Dead Spea k? '' he gives a n
interesting summary of " The Link's " g reat experimental public voice seances, and his article is prefaced
by an edi torial note in which readers '' who have doubts
to be cleared up or who may desire furth er information"
are invited to write to him, c /o the Editor.
and physical phenomena. Perhaps that is where his
acquaintance with the subject is lacking. He knows
much about the possibility of fraud on the part of
Mediums in dark seances, but not a great deal about
mental phenomena of the type that has convinced
Sir Oliver Lodge and others, whose minds are kee:nly
alive to the possibilities of error and well able to arrive
at conclusions uninfluenced by emotion or personal
desire.
It will be good for the members of the LS.A. to
listen t o Dr. Low's criticisms, for it is desirable that
weaknesses should be exposed and improvements
in the presentation of evidence suggested.
It may also be hoped that it will be good for Dr.
Low to meet the members of the LS.A. and to ascertain
at first-hand that (contrary to the view expressed in
his book) the evidences for Survival are " wholeheartedly believed by a gathering of persons who are
both representative and normal."

WORLD
SIR OLIVER'S KINDLY HELP
SIR O~IV~R LODGE still finds tin1e a nd opp.ortunity
to g ive k111dly help to a uthors who have a n mteresting and helpful psychic story to tell. To a boo_k
entitled No More Tears, " a mother's psychfc
experience with the loved ones after their death," by
Mrs. A. St uart, Sir Oliver contribu tes a n effective
Foreword, in which he says : " This book is s ure to
t!o' good. · It is a simple, straightfo rward narration of
a youth who was killed and smashed in the air, and
how he came back to comfort his mother and father·.,,
The book is published by The Francis Mott Company
(3 /6 net), and is made notable by the fact that it
opens with a " Note," in which the Publi shers explain
why they, " who do not profess to be Spiritualists,"
should publish a Spiritualist book. Their explanation
is th at '' The quest for Tru th is not, in our eyes, a
matter . for taking sides as one does in football; it is
a .matter for .serious and reverent thought and studyas much of the claims of others as of our own pet
ideas." This is a statement which may be commended
to read ers as well as to the publishers.
NON-MATERIALISTIC RATIONALISTS

It is generally supposed that those who call themselves " Rationali sts " stand by a Materialistic
philosophy of life.
vVriting in The Literary Guid e
(January, 1935), J. P. Gilmour challenges this
s upposition. " All Rationalists," he says , " a re not
Materialists, but all are ipso facto believers in natural
causation and in the continuity and unifo rmity of those
simple relations to which, in lieu of a better name, that
of natural law is given.''
If, then, using the psychic faculties (supernormal,
but not s upernatural), Spiritualists can produce
evidence that Survival is a fact accounted for by natural
law , non-Materi.alistic Rationalists ought to be ready
to examine it carefully and to judge it fairly. · Like.
Rationali sts, weli-informed Spirit ual ists beli eve in
" natural · causation "; but they recognise that (as
Henry Drumm ond argued so clearly long ago) na tural
law is operative in the s upernormal as well as in the
normal-in the spiritual world as well as in the physical
world . Actually, Spiritualists have a better claim to
be regarded as " rational " than many of those who
call themselves Rationalists.
AN INVENTOR'S DREAM

Dr. Chades Vernon Boys, who receives a Knighthood (in th e New Year H onours) " for services to
physics,'' has many notable inventions to his credit.
In Armchair Science (J an uary) it is related that one of
his most important discoveries-an ingenious water
device, now incorporated in a calorific instrum entcarne to him in a dream just over a year ago.
" In my_· dream," the new Knight is quoted as
saying to Trevor Allen, th e writer of the article, " I
saw the thi ng working.
\ ;vhen I awoke I said. to
myself : ' That's th e very thing I ·want.' It lecJ- -to
the solution of a p'roblem which h ad eluded me for some
time, a nd to' which I h ad g iven a great deal of thought. u .
How is such a useful dream to be explained? ll
may come through the unaided working of the supra·
limin al inind, but there is more than a possibility that
aid may be given by some helper on " the other side."
Often it has b een stated in messages · that inventions
are worked out '' over there,'' and then, by some
process of inspi ration, projected into the mind of
someone who can give it practical shape. In a message
purporting to come from Dennis Bradl.ey , fo r insta nce
(see page 19),.i it is stated that " it is through the good
offices of some spirit tha t a hum an being is able to
stumble across some fragmen t of knowledge of benefit
to humanity."

LIGHT
JANUARY 10, 1935
THE "TELEPATHY" PROBLEM
A SOUTH AFRICAN CIRCLE

26

POWERFUL DIRECT VOICE MEDIUMSHIP
MR. LYNTON BARRETT, president of the Fell?wship of Spiritualists, Johannesburg, South Afnca,
writes as follows : Sir ,-In LIGHT of November 1st, there is an article
by Mr. Purchas, titled " Posting Letters to the Other
Side.'' Permit me to correct the impression that the
'' Circle of Service,'' of which my wife, Mrs. Alice
Barrett, is the Medium, ceased to operate when the
stoppage occurred to which .Mr•. Purchas refers. . In
this circle we have been expenencmg the most amazmg
physical phenomena, including powerful direct voice
for the past four years. No payment of any kind is
accepted, and invitations to sitters are issued by the
principai guide only. The stoppage was tem~orary,
and covered a period of about five months pnor to,
and five months subsequent to the birth of our baby
son. Since the resumption, the power has gradually
returned until now its former strength has been
exceeded. Also, the Dr. Walter Graeme who has
controlled the " Circle of Service " since he first came
to it years ago, must not be confused with the Dr.
James Graeme of whom Mr: Purchas spea~~· .
Three accounts of experiences at the
Circle of
Service " accompany the above letter. They are from
Mr. A. M. Sturdy, chief inspector for the Union of
South Africa for the South African Reserve Bank; Mr.
W. G. Cowling, accountant to the Nourse Mines, Ltd.;
and Mrs. Mabel Roos, acting-principal of the local
government schools.
Mr. Sturdy's account is as follows : '' Just as the effect of reading the bare words of a
play from a book comes far short of that produced
by seeing and hearing it properly acted on the stage,
so does any written description of the _won?erful
phenomena and dramatic conversations which it h~s
been my great privilege to witness and hea~ in
the Circle of Service held at Johannesburg, fail to
convey to the reader the _marvellous reality of these
happenings as felt by the sitters.
.
'' In · my own personal ~ase the most pers1ste?t
communicator has been my sister, who passed over m
1929. The very first time I sat in the Circle she spoke
to me. I was on the point of leaving for London-a
fact not known to the .Medium. My sister, howev.er,
was well aware of it, and stated that she w<?uld furm~h
further evidence through a London Medmm. This
she succeeded very definitely in doing, both by trance
and direct voice methods.
'' On my return to South .Africa she a~ain spoke. at
my next sitting with the Circle of Service! refer~mg
entirely on her own to our London conversat10n. Smee
then she has spoken on every occasion b~t o~e that I
!Jave sat in the Circle (six in all). Her v01ce 1s always
exactly the same-low but clear, and with a definite
individuality behind it. She always announces herself
by name, an~ speaks to .m e and me only. Of ~er
personal identity and survival I can have no possible
doubt whatever.''
Mrs. Roos writes:-" I have heard the voices of my
husband, father, brothers, sister, Mr. Cecil Rhodes, a
relative of my father, and m~n,r others. In eac.h
case they have given me some intimate proof o~ their
own individuality, unknown to anyo.ne else m. the
Circle.
These intimate touches, and . mannens~s
peculiar to themselves which are recogmsed by thetr
friends, leave the sitters without a doubt as to the
reality of their presence.''
' ' The waves of wireless, X-rays, and so ?n, all
existed for centuries before we perceived them. in ~ny
way. There are probably many other types of v1brat10n
which at present we do not understand and cannot
detect.•'
(Prof. Low : Our Wonderful World of
To--morrow).

MR. DENIS CONAN DOYLE is still answering
questions in the Sunday Graphic concerning the
after-life and communication with those on t_h e " other
side." Dealing last Sunday (January 6th) with the
possibility of thought transference as explaining
Mediumistic messages, he said that explana tion would
not be applicable in many cases where the information
communicated is entirely unknown to the sitter and to
the Medium, but which is subsequently confirmed in
every detail. Such cases are common and absolutely
preclude the intrusion of telepathy or the subconscious
mind.
'' The following,'' he wrote, '' is an instance in point.
The wife of an engineer of standing communicated with
her husband soon after she had passed over, and she
asked him to apply for a specific sum of money which
she claimed to have deposited in a certain bank, unknown to her husband. She was so insistent that he
felt obliged to write to the manager, although it was
a bank he had never used and he had had no idea that
his wife had ever had an account there.
" The bank manager replied that no such account
existed, which he reported to his wife the next time he
communicated with her.
She insisted that she was
right however, and urged him to write ag ain, which
he agreed to do. The manager wrote back in rather
an annoyed manner, again to assert that there. was no
such account at his bank, but that to satisfy the
engineer he would have a further search made.
'' Shortly afterwards the latter re.ceived a most
apologetic letter from the manager sa:ymg fhat .he had
subsequently discovered that the engineer s wife had
an account at his bank and that the sum concerned was
exactly as s.t ated. ''
.
Mr. Doyle does not give the i:iames of the par~1es
concerned, but doubtless these will be known to him.·

SPIRITUALISM AND BLACK MAGIC
MISS M. CONAN DOYLE, writing in the Sunday
Express (] anuary 6th) says :
"Both Mrs. Kennedy-Erskine and Mr. James Douglas
gave quite an erroneous impre~sion ~hen ~hey spoke
of Spiritualism and Black Magic as 1f they were the
same thing-or differing only in degree. .
.
'' One might as well co·n fuse the police with the
criminals. They may all be running down the sa me str.eet,
but the motive behind their action is exactly opposite !
" In view of Mr. Douglas' remarks it might be
mentioned that if the unfortunate woman who died had
had the knowledge of Spiritualisn: 1 instead of t~e fear
of ignorance, she might have enjoyed her Christmas
here-instead of gate-crashing into the next world !
" We must all try to keep an even mind, and avoid
bias. If a Roman Catholic committed suicide,
Douglas would not use the fact as an argument against
Christianity. Neither would a sane person refuse to
undergo an operation because patients have been
known to die under an anresthetic."

!vfr·

PSYCHOLOGY AND RELIGION
Dr. Matthews, Dean of St. Paul's, spoke on
'' Psychology and Religion of the Fu.t ure, '' at
University College, London, on Thursday (J a ~ . 3rd).
Psychology and religion, he said, were destined to
dwell together as mutual frie~~s and supporters, particularly in that sphere of activity, open to them both,
which might be called the cure of souls. One of the
most important discoveries which had been m ad~ was
that there was a real difference between moral disease
and sin and that some people who in the pa st had
been tr~ated as if they were simply reckless evildoers
were the unfortunate victims of obsessions and controls
which could have been relieved by competent psychological treatment.
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religion for certain favoured races; they seek to
establish one religion for the whole of humanity-a
universal religion for every race."

HEALING MEDIUMS
QTHER countries besides our own are expressing RESEARCH WORK
concern at the attempts to interfere with the work
The Christmas number of L' Astrosophie (Nice) conof Healing Mediums.
M. Gobron, in the Revue tains a notice by M. Paul Dena! of the remarkable
Spirite Belge, states that the Italian healer Leonardi results of twenty-five years of research work by M. and
has recently been confined to an asylum, certified as Mme. Burnet, of Clarens, in the domain of " spiritual
suffering from dementia precox. " The monstrosity forces." They have now, it seems, perfected an
of the treatment to which he has been subjected," says
apparatus which they have called " Capteur," by
M. Gobran, " appears still more astounding when one · means of which these remedial '' forces '' can be
remembers that it took place shortly after the discovery
directed as desired. This '' Capteur '' is polarised and
of the luminous woman of Pisano-a phenomenon just bi-magnetic. Once having been put in touch with a
as inexplicable to the scientists as the numerous healsubject, it will automatically bring about an increase
ings ·of Leonardi.
Instead of condemning the
of vitality.
unfortunate man to an asylum because he brought
healing to suffering humanity, why was he not rather THE "GREAT MASTERS"
placed under special observation, and his methods
In the same number there is an account by C. V.
carefully studied? Are we to go back to the old days (a " Brother of the Fraternity of the Spiritual
of witch and wizard persecution? "
Renaissance ") of the Great Masters.
The title of
" Master," he tells us, is purely a conventional term,
THE HOUR OF MYSTERY
bestowed on '' those beings who, having definitely
The R evue Spirite (December) quotes as follows from
found the Kingdom of God, of their goodness and their
the writer, Charles le Goffic : " The fact remains that
pity desire to help us, to the end that we also may
there is a certain atmosphere, there are hours and
loosen the bonds of the material.'' Jes us Christ is
there are places which affect certain dormant and
the Chief of this hierachy, to which belong also the
obscure parts of ourselves, revealing them and
founders of other religions. They form a graduated
summoning them forth. Quite suddenly the soul finds
ladder between the most primitive of mankind and
itself in a condition of mystic receptivity. Always this
Jes us Christ. Prayer is the means by which we
occurs when we are alone. It is in the evening, in
can rise, in purity of heart, to contact with these
that hour when daylight is passing, when, as Dante
Masters. It is very seldom that they are seen in
says, ' the knell is sorrowfully tolling the death of the
carnate form; usually such a Master projects his image
day ' ; tha t hour when objects change their shape and
into the spirit of his disciple, the latter having acquired
take on unfamiliar sounds and outlines . . . . With
clairaudience and clairvoyance, and thus communication
each one of us it varies, but in the uncannily still air
is transmitted. ·
there is a subtle displacement of molecules; something
Other less highly developed Masters live in the
lightly passes by you, a breath of the invisible, which
physical world ; and not only in India or Tibet, but
touches you and is gone."
wherever the needs of humanity require their presence.
The la te Dowager Duchess of Rohan expresses it
Nevertheless, the tradition that they are most frequently
this way : " To my mind, humanity is like a giant;
found on lonely mountain heights is justified by .the
with his brain he reaches up to the Beyond, with his
fact that the magnetic currents that surround the globe
feet he stands beside the tomb, whilst he waves his
are less felt at great heights, where other entirely
arms about in life-often in the emptiness of life. Thus
different, vertical currents are operative.
we are in touch with those who have gone ahead. of us
into the Beyond. Their spirits surround us and watch HOW TO RECOGNISE A "MASTER"
over us. Those who are happy listen to our plainings,
As to how a real Master may be recognised, C.V.
those who suffer implore our prayers. We form one gives several tests: (1) A sign will always be vouchhuge family, all the members of which should mutually safed to the genuine seeker; (2) True teaching from
be of help to one another."
a Master will never fail to have its application for the
physical life; (3) There is the test of the Master-inISADORA DUNCAN
M. Rene F auchois also testifies to the supernatural. Chief : " By their fruits ye shall know them."
The writer admits that there are Masters, so-called,
" One day," he writes, " I was spending a few hours
of the left-hand path, whose words might deceive the
with this famous artist (Isadora Duncan). All of a
very elect; but these, he says, will always drive fr0m
sudden, I saw her grow deathly pale, her features were
them any disciple who freely makes use of the sign of
distorted, and she sank into a chair. A few seconds
later her maid entered the room and whispered to me : the cross and of the name of Jes us Christ.
' Madame's two children have just fallen into the Seine
and been drowned '."

UNIVERSAL RELIGION
M. Ca rlos L. Chiesa, writing from the Argentine on
Church difficulties in Germany, in Constancia, says (as
quoted by the Revue): " Men and women-we should
look upon each other as brethren, and not as of
different races. We should listen to the voice .J f
the Spirit speaking from the Spirit-realm. This is the
most wonderful thing that the twentieth century has
brought us, the most importapt discovery we have
made. Because of it .we know that we are immortal,
that we go from perfection to perfection towards our
Creator.
Spirit messages bring us this comforting
truth, which excludes no one, proving the immorta!i'ty
of men whencesoever they may come, wheresoever they
may dwell, be they rich or poor, learned or ignorant,
good or bad, humble or o~ exalted rank; ever ~trivii:ig
to raise man morally and intellectually by teaching him
his true destiny. Never do these messages teach one

FATHER THURSTON ON POLTERGEISTS
In the current issue of the Month, Father Herbert
Thurston gives an interesting summary of some
early American Poltergeists. He advances no personal
conclusions but refers to the facts attested because
'' within the last few weeks a well-attested Poltergeist
disturbance has taken place not far from London, the
scene of the outbreak being a private dwelling situated
with other houses in a fairly-frequ ented thoroug hfa re
of a country town." Father Thurston says that the
manifestation seems to have been exceptional! y
interesting, " first, because it only lasted a few hours
and there has apparently been no renewal of the
phenomena; secondly, because Spiritualists and newspaper reporters have had no opportunity of flaring
round and introducing confusion; and thirdly, because
there is no possibility of attributing the disturban ces
to mischievous children. " Father Thurston does not
say who conducted the investigation, but plainly hints
that a report may be ultimately published.
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LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE LTD.

.i.
:

FOUNDED

:
•

an d

Hon . Treas-.,nr
CAPT. A. A. CARNELL

i•·

1881

:

Hon. Lil:,atian
STAi'<LEY DE BRATH,
M.I.C.E.

THE QUEST CLUB

~

i

.
·!.

Miss

MER~~·~~{LIMORE

16 Queensberry Place, South Kensington, London, S. W 7

:
•

.~
·

OPEN 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. (Sundays Excepted) .
Phone--Kensington 3292-3.
Telegrams-" Survival, London.•'

=:.

i

INCLUSIVE MEMBERSHIP FEE-ONE GUINEA PER ANNUM

..::
.
~

(i.e. ,

L.s.A.

and Quest Club)

Da~~s. from i;no.nth a~ter enrolment, includes use of Library, admission to all ordinary meetings, use of rooms and

facihtics for sittings with approved Mediums.
(classified) 2/10 post free .

I

Members resident abroad may have use of Library.

DIARY OF EVENTS
Private sittings are arrang~d dally with approved Mediums, Including
Mrs. Abbott, Miss Naomi Bacon, Miss Jacqueline, Mrs. Mason,
Ruth Vaughan.
·
Diagnos!s and Psychometry : Ruth Vaughan, Monday, Wednesday
mormng and Thursday.
Slate. writing lo full light: Sittings may be booked with !\fr. Claude Bishop.
For particulars see Secretary.
Spiritual Healing (Voluntary): Brig.·Gen. Kemp, C.B., C.M.G., every day.
Miss Ethel Topcott, Tuesday, Wei:lncsday and Thursday.
Devotional Groups for Healing: Sitters invited. Apply Mr. W. H. Evans.

QUEST CLUB PARTY
To~night, Thursday, January 10th, 8.30 p.m. - 11.30 p .m.
DANCING AND OTHER AMUSEl\1ENTS

Tickets, including r efreshments, 2/6, must be obtained
in advance.
Tuesdays at 7.30 p.m. Public Meetings for Enquirers.
Jan. 15th. Clairvoyance : Mrs. Livin~stone .
Answers to Questions : Mr. W . H. Evans.
Wednesday, Jan. 16th at 3 p.m. Clairvoyance : Mrs. Stella Hughes.
THURSDAY, JAN. 17th at 8.15 p.m. AN ADDRESS " MY PSYCHIC
EXPERIENCES" BY MUS. ESTELLE HOBERTS. CLAIRVOYANCE.
Friday, Jan. 18th at 7 p .m. Group Seance : Miss Coates.

Library Catalogue

several years in succession. He mentioned th e name
of his sister, Bess, who nursed him before he passed
over, and also gave the words that are on his tombstone. He referred to his mother, who is 81, and spoke
of the state of her health.
At one seance, the Communicator referred to a sitting
i:\frs. Wing h ad with Mr. Frank Leah, telling her about
the portrait Mr. L eah h ad draw n, and said that as she
had one full-face he thought she would like one in
profile. He also told her where it hung in h er room.
One interesting feature was his reference to a sitting
Mrs. \:Vin g had with " Reel Cloud " 15 months ago.
Asking if she remembered what he told her, he
reminded h er that he said : '' \i\Then yo u pa ss over you
will be adorned as a bride to meet her groom.'' Such
a reference is a specially valuable piece of evidence,
confirming, as it did, a message received so long
before through another channel. He also told her that
he had in his garden her favourite flower, which he
named.

QUEST CLUB MEETING

TRANSPARENCY

Caxton Hall, Westminster,
Monday, January 28th, at 8 p.m.
Spea.ker : :M ISS LIND-AF-HAGEBY on
"The Place of Spiritualism in Modern Thought.''
Clctirr,mdience: Mrs. HELEN HUGHES.
R eserved Seats 2/6, Floor of Hall (Unreserved ) 1/-, Gallery Gd.

O ne day a bee, very busy on its errand of collecting
honey , entered a roo m and, on trying to get out,
bumped against the window. The poor bee was very
perplexed at this and but for the aid of a kindly hum an
might have perished.
V.Then it returned to the hive it said to a fellow
worker : '' I had a funny experience to-day; I fl ew
again st solid light ! " " Solid light ! vVhatever is
that?" buzzed th e other. "Well, I can 't explain.
I found myself in a big hive and, when I wan ted to get
out, I could not ; the lig ht prevented me." " But my
dear," said the other, " you must be mistaken;
wherever there's light there's a free passage. '.'
"That's just it, but there wasn't a free passage."
" You must have drunk too much nectar, my dear. It's
absurd talking like that. " " It isn't absurd , " buzzed
the bee , getting huffy. " It just happened. " " Well,
my dear," said the other as it buzzed off, " you must
have dreamt it."
This hurt the bee, who was, as all bees are, a very
conscientious worker; so it went after the othe1-, saying,
'' Come, I '11 show you . '' To which the other replied :
" No, tha nks; it's all wrong qncl I've no time for
silliness; too busy." And that ended the disc ussion.
How like th e professors at Padua who refused to
look through Galileo's telescope!
How like those
scientists and philosophers who ignore inconvenient
facts . Poor bee, like giany another who has made a
cjiscovery that upset ordinary exp~rience, it was doomed
to be thought mad.
·
Vv. H . EvANS.

LS.A. AND QUEST CLUB NOTES
MRS. ESTELLE ROBERTS

QN

Thun;<lay, 17th inst., Mrs. Estelle R oberts will
lecture on " My Psychic Experiences."
Mrs.
Roberts' Mediumship covers such a wide field that she
will have many interesting things to tell. \:Ve are sure
of a large attendance, a nd an evening of intense
interest, for , the facts she will narrate will be many
and varied. She will also give a demonstration of
clairvoyance of the convincing character so well known
to London audiences .
Mr. Leig h Hunt will con tinue his classes for psychic
development, and Miss Jacqueline her classes for
healing. Both classes will no doubt be as popular as
ever. Group seances will also be held on Friday
evenings, at 7 p.m., in addition to those which will be
held on alternate \:Vednesdays, commencing with
January 23rd.

FURTHER SUCCESS WITH MRS. ABBOTT
We h ave received from l\frs . Wing some notes of
seances held recently with Mrs. Abbott.
At these
sittings, information of an evidential nature was given.
Mrs. Wing's cousin controlled the Medium and
•
'- - 1 '~rl not seen her since she was lG .
' - + i,,,r two

'' The hours when the mind is absorbed by beauty
are the only hours when we really live, so that the
longer we can stay among these things, so mucli the
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SPIRITUALIST COMMUNITY

f su.cbil:

~den.ct,

3'!th.

GROTRIAN

15 QUEEN'S GATE, LONDON, S,W.7.
(Telephone: WESTERN 3981)
Hon. Principal: Mrs. CHAMPION DE CRESPIGNY
Secretary: Mrs. M. HANKEY

HALL

I IS WIGMORE STREET, VI.I.
Presidefll

Chairmafl a11d Leader

HANNEN SwAFPER.

MRs. ST. CLAIR STonART.

Secretary: Miss F. V. GREGORY, M.B.E.

Fl 011 . Treamrer
H. B . SrnPSO N .

Telephone: 6814 WEhBECI{

LECTURE
(VISITORS 1/-)

SUNDAY, JANUARY 13th, 1935

Wednesday, January 23rd, at 8.15 p.m.
Rev. C. DRAYTON THOMAS
"Recent Experiments with Mrs. Osborne Leonard.''

11 a.m.-Mr. G. H. Lethem Clairvoy;int e : Mrs. Annie Johnson
6.30.-Rev. C. Drayton Thomas Clairvoyante : Mr s. H~len Spiers.
Sunday, J anuary 20th, at 11 a.m.
Mr. HAROLD CARPENTE R
Clairvoyante : Mrs. Helen Spiers
Sunday, January 20th, at 6.30 p.m.
...
Mr. GRAHAM MOFFAT
Clairvoyante : Mrs. Hirs t

GROUP CLAIRVOYANCE
(Limited to ten sitters .

Seats must be booked.
Non-Members, 4/-)

Silver Collection on entry.

Members, 2 /6;

OPEN MEETINGS

Friday, January 11th, at 5 p .m.
Mrs. BRITTAIN
Friday, January 18th, at 5 p.m. .. . Mr. T. AUSTIN

Mondays, 6.30 p.m.

\Vednesdays, 12.30 p.m.

Organ Recital, Address, Questions Answered andC!ain·oyance.

A dmissio1' Free.

Monday,-J an . 14th-Speaker: Dr. S. C. Da moglou
Clairvoyante: Miss Lily Thomas

Write f or S:yllabus

Wednesday, J an . 16th-Speaker: Miss Stead
Clairvoyante: Mrs. Grace Cooke

Monday .
WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES
2.30-4 p.m. Mrs. Livingstone, by appoi ntment.
2.30 p.m.-Mrs. Bird 's Ladies' H ealing Circle. For appointments
write to Mrs. Moysey (Hon. Secretary).
3-4 p.m.-Ivirs. St. Clair Stoba rt welcomes inquirers.
6.30 p.m.-Open Meeting in the Grotria n Hall.
6 p.m.-Mrs. Bird's Ladies' Healing Circle. For appointmcnrs
write to Miss Robertson (Hon. Secretary).
8 p.m.-Mr. Hendry's class for development of the healing faculty.

Marylebone Spiritualist Association.
LIM!TllD BY GUARANT!lll

SUNDAYS at 7 p.m. at

QUEEN'S HALL
LANGHAM PLACE, W.1.

(Next session begins January 14th)

Tuesday. Mrs. Livingstone, by appointment.
2 p.m.-Mrs. Gray's Private H ealing Treatment. For particulars
write to Mrs. Gray.
Wednesday. 12.30-1.30 p.m.-Open Meeting in Grotrian. Hall.
3-4 p.m.-Mrs. St. Clair Stobart welcomes inquirers.
Th111·sday. Miss Lily Thomas, by appointment.
7 p.m.-.Mrs. Bird's Mixed H ealing Circle. For appointments
write to :Miss Michell (Hon. Secretary).
Friday. 3-4 p.m.-1\Irs. St. Clair Stobart welcomes inquirers.

Sun., Jan. 13th. Speaker: Mr. GEORGE CRAZ E
Clairvoyant : Mr. THOMAS WYATT
Sun., Jan. 20th. Speaker: Mr. H. ERN EST HU NT
Clairvoyante : lVIrs. STELLA HUGHES
For particulars of weekday activities at Headquarten,
Marylebone House, 42 Russell Square, W.C.l.
Apply Secretary: MUSEUM 0676
.

.
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'ttbe 1onbon Spiritual OOtsston
13 PEMBRIDGE PLACE, BAYSWATER, W.2.
(Marriages Solemnized)

PSYCHIC BOOKSHOP AND LE.Jl.'DING LIBRARY OPEN DAILY
(Saturdays excepted) 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mon. and Wed. 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Silver Collection

,............................................................................. 11.••J'

1/-, with music, 2/6.
Stea~'

R eduction f or quantities.

:tSurean anb '.lLibrar)]

5 SMITH SQUARE, WESTMINSTER.

Telephone: Vic. 0567.
Hon. Principal: MISS ESTELLE STEAD.
Hours: MONO.\Y to FRIDAY 11.a.m. to6p.m. (Syllabus on Application)

ROBERTS

Mondays, 2.30 to 4.30. Wednesdays 5.30 to 7 (Silver Collection)
HEALING AND DIAGNOSIS under the direction of Mrs. Cannock
Tues days, 3 p.m. Open Training Circle, Mrs. Campbell.
Wednesday, January 16tb, at 3 p.m.
Circle for Clairvoyance
(limited to 8).
Mrs. Bennison,
Thursdays, 3 p.m. Instruction Clnss for Development.
Miss Earle and Mrs. Livingstone.
Thursdays, 5 p.m.,
Devotional Group. (absent healing).
Miss Stead.
Fridays, 3.30 p.m., Library " At Home."
January 16th, Discussion on Chapters 9, 10 and 11, W. T. Stead's
book "Life Eternal."
NEW ACTIVITIES-TALKS WITH A SPIRIT CONTROL,
On Wednesday, January 16th, at3p.m. "WbiteEegle" through
Mrs . Cooke will give advice, instruction and answer questlons(Members, 2 /- . Visitors, 2/6)
On Tuesday, January 22nd, at 8 P.m. "White Hawk" through
Mrs. Berke! will inaugurate our Evening Lectures by giving a
Trance Address on "The Brotherhood of Angels and Men.''

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICES
At THE VICTORIA HALL,
Bloomsbury Square, London, W.C.1.
(3 mins. Holborn Tube Station)

13th Jan;-Speaker: Mr. R. DIMSDALE STOCKER.
20th Jan.-Speaker: Mr. H. P. SHASTRI, D. Litt.
Doors open 6.30-Service 7 p.m.

Activities at the Wimbledon Centre
17 Hillside, The Ridgway, Wimbledon
(Wimbledon 3031·32).

Members, 1/-. Associatest 1/6, Members' Guests, 2/-.
No11·members ca11 enrol 011 the days of the meeti'1gs.

S P I R I TU A L S 0 NG S

Ube ''t!Ul. tr.

Mrs.

..

E~5gg~D

for congregational singing an d home circles. B y l\f. A. ST. CLAI R STOBAR T .

W ords only ,

atbt linn.se nf Rth Qtlouh.

Mon. 14th, 7.30-Trance Address
by RED CLOUD.
Tues. 15th, 7.30-Clairvoyance
.
by ESTELLE ROB~;R'_I'S

Members, 3s.; Non-Memb ars, 4s.
J a n. 16th. 2.30. Mrs. R. Livingstone. 6.30. Mr. R. Cockersell
Jan. 23rd. 2.30. Mrs. Fillmore.
6.30. Mrs. Evelyn Thomas
Private Sittings by Appointment.
INSTRUCTIONAL COURSE.
A Serles of Graduated Studies In Spiritualism, Twelve Classes held by
Miss Eddlson and Dr. A. E. Neale, on Frldnys et 6.30 p.m.
(These classes will start again on January 11th).
DEMONSTRATION OF PSYCHOMETRY
Mr. George Daisley-Thursday, January 17th at 7.30 p.m.
Memb~rs (showing member's card), silver collection. Non-Members, I /Monday, January 21st at 8.30 p .m .-Mrs. Stella Hughes. Demonstration
of Clairvoyance. Silver collection.

Sunday, January 13th.
11 a .m.-Mr. HORACE LEAF
6.30 p.m.-Mr. C. GLOVER BOTHAM
Address and Clairvoyance.
Wednesday, January 16th at 7.30 p.m.
Miss LILY THOMAS. Clairvoyance.

ESTELLE

WEDNESDAY CIRCLES (limited to eight sitters)

On Tuesday, February 5th, at 8 p .m.

•

i.
::

!:
!

"White Eagle" will give a

Trance Address through Mrs. Grace Cooke on "The Astral
Sphere."
(Members, 1/-; Visitors, 1/6).
Private Appointments can be booked "'.ith the following Medimns.: .
Mrs. Sharplin, 11-Irs. Cooke, :lifrs. Benn.1son, Mrs. l~a:·kel, Mrs. Living·
stone Mr. Glover Botham, Mrs. Hirst, Mrs. L1lhan Duncan, Mrs.
Gal'la'nd, Miss Frances Campbell, Miss Cannon, ~ir. Myers, l'Irs. Rous,
Mr. Rollo Ahmed, Mrs. Hester Dowden, lllrs. Joan Smyth.
Developing Classes-;;;;-ow being arranged.
Apply to Secretary for Particulars.
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THE QUESTION OF FRAUD
PSYCHOLOGICAL FACTORS TO BE
CONSIDERED
By W. H. EVANS
JT is amusing, when reading someone's psychic
experiences, to find they often preface their tale with
the words " I am not a Spiritualist," yet these good
people would be very annoyed if one retorted : '' Then
you must be a Materialist ! "
The objection probably arises from the idea that
Spiritualists are very g ullible people who are ready
to swallow anything out of the ordinary as being
psychic. Spiritualists are, to some extent, to blame
for this, as also for the idea that Spiritualism is eaten
out with fraud. Nothing could be further from the
truth.
There is probably no more fraud associated
with Spiritualism than with any other cult. In fact,
the percentage of fraudulent Mediums in Spiritualism
is small. For one fraudulent Medium, there are
probably a hundred who are genuine.
Amongst the many Mediums in private life, of whom
the world knows nothing, there is little desire for producing fake phenomena; the matter is usually regarded
as too sacred; and in the thousands of private circles,
mediumistic manifestations take place which are
regarded not as so many marvels but as a means of
giving light and comfort to the beholder.
We need a more balanced view of this matter of
fraudulent Mediums. Most of them begin as genuine
Mediums; and, in many cases, what is rega.r ded as
fraud is not so in the usual sense of that word. What
is sometimes denounced as fraud is, no more than the
Medium's reactions to the suspicions in the mind of
some hope-to-catch-the-Medium-in-a-fake sitter. Indeed, the state of mind in which some sitters, undertake
investigation is itself apt to induce fraud; and, instead
of condemning the Me<lium, we should, if we knew all
the facts, hound down the fraud-producing sitter.
Every Medium knows how difficult it is at times to
stand up against the pressure of some idea dominant
in the mind of some prejudiced sitter. He feels an
impulse to do a certain thing, often struggles against
it successfully, but sometimes succumbs. The psychoVi•• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~

THE

SURVIVAL

LEAGUE

LTD.

"We Go On"

THE SHAW DESMOND SCIENCE
AND SURVIVAL LECTURES,
CAXTON HALL, VICTORIA STREET, S.W.
Friday, January 11th, at 8 p.m.
SHAW DESMOND, Esq.
Author of "We Do Not Die," etc.
Subject-" The 'Direct Voice ' Technique ''
Chairman: Dr. Nandor Fodor
Fi,iday, January 18th, at 8 p.m.
J. ARTHUR FINDLAY, Esq.
Friday, January 25th, at 8 p .m.
Miss GERALDINE CUMMINS
Friday, February 1st, at 8 p.m.
J. B. McINDOE, Esq., President S.N.U.
Friday, February 8th, at 8 p.m.
Mrs. CHAMPION de CRESPIGNY
Friday, F ebruary 15th, at 8 p.m.
"RED CLOUD.'' Trance Address through the
Mediumship of Mrs. ESTELLE ROBERTS
QUESTIONS ANSWERED. Silver Collection. ALL WELCOME.
Few reserved seats at 1/· each, obtainable from the Organlslnjl
Secretary, STEPHEN FOSTER, 85 Lancaster Gate, W.2.
Telephone: PADdington 2312

logical factor involved in the production of fraudulent
phenomena indicates that the sitters must bear their
share of the blame, for often they are the main causes
contributing to the results.
That there are unscrupulous people who will prepare
beforehand to fake, we know, and such deserve the
utmost condemnation; but even genuine Mediums will
sometimes try to fake results--as witness Eusapia
Paladino. Fortunately, in her case, this was known,
and precautions were taken, and sitters did not declare
all results to be invalid because the Sensitive, at times,
made clumsy efforts to fake results. Moreover, every
seance is a distinct experiment and must be judged
according to the psychological factors obtaining· and
not alone in the light of past experiences.
In considering the question of fraud, it is not the
conjurer but the psychologist to whom appeal should
be ~ade . Here is a field of study which might bring
fruitful results. The physical Medium feels an inner
'' pull '' as the power is used, and the tendency is
for him to go in the direction where the phenomena
are being produced. The ig norant is apt to think that
this sympathetic reaction is an attempt on the part of
the Medium to help results. I know of one Medium
who, being aware of this, refuses to sit unless properly
secured, so that afterwards no one can accuse him
of helping the results.
Some Mediums, feeling this " pull," give up the
practice, as they feel an almost overwhelming desire to
produce phenomena. This desire is, no doubt, the
feeling of the spirits who are superintending the
production of the results. They cannot always protect
their Sensitive, who, reacting to their stimulus, makes
movements which, to the uninitiated, are highly
suspicious.
Mediums need to be protected, and if investigators
will face the whole problem and be prepared to give
what they demand from the Medium-genuine protection from fraud-the way to good results will be
clearer for both.
At present it is the Medium who is condemned; the
fake sitter goes scot-free When it is realised that we
are dealing with the finer forces of mind and soul, and
not with r._urely material vibrations, it will be easier to
get valid results. We shall then be able to command
results better than at present, ·but for this there must
be whole-hearted co-operation between the Medium
the sitters, and the Unseen. Surely this is not impossible'.
and if the would-be investigator can leave on one side
the idea of fraud and proceed in the same spirit as he
would in any other research, then great good would
be achieved.

ENTER THE " ROBOT" NOSE
The invention by a Canadian police chief of a
'' Robot Nose,'' called the Vancamoscope, was
reported in The Police Re·uiew (December 21st). It is
a box which, by a spectrum band and the use of
certain chemicals, picks up the scent of people on
given spots. The spectrum band varies, with various
scents, as individually as fingerprints differ.
The
method of identification is thus infallible.
The new invention offers interesting possibilities for
Psychical Research.
What is the spectrum of
ectoplasm? Is it constant? Is it identical with the
scent of the Medium? These are just a few of the
questions that arise. A more important consideration
is the humanising of Psychical Research.
Mediums
would not have to be tied up for telekinetic exp·eriments.
If the touch of an ectoplasmic terminal leaves a
different scent from that of the Medium, the
Vancamoscope would infallibly inform us t hat it was
not the Medium or the sitters who produced the
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An important book. by
the Author of " The
Witness." (4th Imp.)

JESSIE

SPIRITUALISM and
RED INDIAN GUIDES
b:y Clifford W, Potter

•

HOW MAGIC WORKS
by Dion Fortune

•

PLATTS
THE VISION
BEAUTIFUL

WHEN WE ARE DEAD
b:y 'Dr. A.]. Van den Brenek.

•

THE LIVING UNIVERSE
b:y 1?.onald McCorquodale

•

MY SISTER,
H. P. BLAVATSKY
b:y Madame Jelihovsky

•

THE GNOSTIC GOSPEL
b:y Olive Harcourt

JANUARY.
LONDON FORUM
Publlshed by RIDER & CO.
1/6

s

This new book contains Spiritual teaching of the
greatest significance and it should be read and
studied by every diligent seeker after truth.
By
paradox and symbol it reveals to those who have
eyes to see and ears to hear, something of the
ancient wisdom of the ages. (Just published.) 5/-

x

HUTCHINSON
& Co. (Publishers) Ltd., London

The "Independograph" Circle
[RRGIST&RJ:D)

A Private Group for psychic study, assisting
home investigators, by a system of interesting
talks, papers, and experiments, to develop in
their own circle, and also to use : -

THE PSYCHOSENSIC INSTITUTE (Dept. M) ,
28 St. Stephen's Road, London, W.2

Phone: Bayswater 2790

Principal: F. BRITTAIN
Hours: 10.30 a.m. to 5 p.m. dally.
Closed Satnrdaya and Sundays

UNFOLD YOUR PSYCHIC GIFTS
Enrol as a student of the world renowned
PSYCHOSENSIC
CORRESPONDENCE
COURSE.
Send lid. stamp for explanatory
pamphlet to the Secretary. CONSULTATIONS
for advice on mediumsbip and circles.

MRS. ANNIE BRITTAIN

GIVES
PRIVATE READINGS
DAILY
BY APPOINTMENT
Group seances Wednesdays at 3.30 p.m.
Limited to elllht sitters, 51·
(m.u st be booked lo advance).

lndependograph
A scientific and convincing apparatus, for
receiving communications by independent and
non-contact signals and movements.

Particulars of M embet'ship from :
CHARLES W. WOOD, F.R.C., MEMB. B.C.P.S.
31 BERWICK ROAD, BLACKPOOL, LANCASHIRE

" In scientific terms one can say : consciousness is
everywhere; it is awake when and wherever the bodily
energy underlying the spiritual exceeds that degree of
strength which we call tht threshold. According to
this, consciousness can be localised in time and space.''
(Fechner : Buchlein vom Leben nach dem Tode).

BURSTOW MANOR, HORLEY, SURREY
offer• hospitality and retreat to those seeking
healing and rest.
Treatment by Spiritual Healing with diagnosis is available.
Leader: MRS. GRACE COOKE

Phone: Smallfield 33.

Apply Secretary

THE ANCIENT & MYSTICAL ORDER ROSAE CRUCI
THE ROSICRUCIAN ORDER

For age• the Rosicrucians have been the possessors of a
secret system of psychic instruction for the development of
the faculties of the Inner Self. This system was taught in
the mystic, arcane schools of the Magi in Egypt and in India
and was passed on to their successors-the AMO RC of the
Great White Brotherhood-which is part of the one and
only Rosicrucian Order that is truly international. Sincere
seekers who wish to unite with the Order and study its
prineiples should address by letter:RAYMUND ANDREA, 41 Berkeley Road, Bishopston, Brfat.L

................................................................................ ,,4

WIGMORE PSYCHIC CENTRE
Grotrian HaJI (Stndlo No. 3)
116 WI.more Street, London, W.1. (Telephone: Welbeck 7382.)
Demonstrater arid Iuatructor: HORACE LEAF.
Private Interviews Daily.-10.SO a.m.-5.SO p.m., or by appointment.
Tuesdays, II-Open Developint:Circle, 2/·. Wednesdays, 3 p.m.-Psychometry, 2/·. Every Friday, 8 p.m.-Clairvoyance Seance (Trance), 3/6.
Psycho·! herapeutics. Psychic Development Postal Course.
For particulars apply Hon. Secretary :-Miss C. GUILLOT.

.......•.....................................................................,
'Phone:

ARChway 3996

Great Metropolitan Spiritualist Association Ltd.
WORTLEY HALL, Seven Sistera Road, Finsbury Park, N.4.
Sunday, January 13th, at 11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.

MOON TRAIL SPEAKS
Clairvoyance : Mr, Conrad Potter
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Classified Advertisements.
Advertisements in LIGHT reach a large and growing
circle of readers who cannot be reached through any
other psychic journal ; and results are allnost invariably excellent.
Prepaid Rates for small classified advertisements24 words, 2/- , minimum 2/- ; every additional 6
words, 4d. Box number, 6d. extra.
Send with remittance to Advertisement Manager, LIGHT,
16 Queensberry Place, London, S .W.7. Telephone:
Kensington 3292-3 (Advertisements given over the
'phone must be verified in writing).

CHURCH

MEETINGS

NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST CHURCH, 16 Bath Road, Bou!"nemouth.
Resident Minister, Mr. F. T. Blake. Sunday Services at 11 and 6.30. Tuesday
at 8 Phenomena; Thursday at 3, Phenomena. At 8, Educative lecture and
disc~ssion. Friday at 6, Healing. Guild attends to give treatment to sufferers.

HEALING
C. S . COLLEN-SMITH, N.D., D.O., F.B.C.P., M.N-T.P.S. Psychic healing,
Psychotherapy, Mental and Nen•ous disorders, morbid fears, etc. Also children.
·Available for Spiritualist Propaganda Meetings, Lectures, etc. 27 Manchester
Street, W.1. (Welbcck 9449).

TB. N. VAN DER LYN, O.K.H.G. (Metaphysiclan), 13 Norland Square,
Holland Park, Lond0n, W.11.
Spiritual Healing, Psycho·Anaiysis, Suggestive
Therapy. Minor ailments often cured instantaneously. Write for appointment,
or phone Park 3749. Hours 1-5 p.m.
WIMBLEDON. Healing, private-and public, with X -Ray-slght diagnosis;
manipulative and other cases. Private appointments. Apply Mr; or Mrs. Hurst,
12 Newton Road. Public Healing at "Purple Cross" Circle, Mondays,
Thursdays, 2.30 to 5 or from 7.30, 25 Worple Road, ! st floor, room 7.
BERTHA ORTON, M.B.B.A. (Late Q,V,J.I,) Blotberatlc Practitioner.
Spiritual Healing. Astrological Health Analysis. Colour-Ray Treatment.
Consultations by appointment only. Hours, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Experienced
speaker on various subjects, inc1uding-Survival, \Vorld Peace, Colour-Ray
Healing. 24 Park Crescent, London, W.1. Welbeck 3528.
BOURNEMOUTH. Spiritual Healing. Miss Peshall, "The Seekers,"
11 Madeira Road. (Tel. Bournemouth 1463); and Mr. C. F. Clapham, 24
Talbot Avenue. (Tel. Winton 373). Patients can be seen by apl'ointment at
either address or visited in their homes. The Healers go to vanous parts of
Hants Dorset' and Devonshire.
·

THE

LONI>ON.
QUEEN'S GATE (6 minutes from L.S.A. and Ques t Club). Large
newly-decorated and charmingly furnished service bed-sitting rooms and suites.
Rooms from £1. 1. 0. Suites from £3. 3. 0.
Meals if required. Also Bed,
Breakfast and.Bath, 7/6 nightly. Mrs. Nelson (Member L.S. A.) l Queen's Gate
Terrace, S.W.7. Western 4795.
SUSSEX.
"YOUR SPIRITUAL HOME." All Bedrooms hot and cold water,
electric li11ht, gas fires, pure, varied, generous diet. Write for tariff-Mr. and
lllrs. Massmgham, 16 and 17 Norfolk Terrace, ~righton.
(24)
EASTBOURNE. Private Hotel. Warm. 2 minutes sea and DeV'onshire
Park. Central. Every comfort. Highly recommended to Spiritualists. Progressive
society. Veg. diet if desired. Bradshaw, 10 Blackwater Road, Tel. 1ll1.
ESSEX.
HOME OF REST FOR ELDERLY FOLK. Suitable married couple or
two friends seeking comfort and attention without cares of housekeeping. Private
silting room if desired. Congenial surroundings with homely people.
Sister
" Tile Kiln," Earls Caine.
WORTHING,
SAN REMO, 165 Brighton Road. A Guest House of refinement, In
ideal position facing sea and lawns. Every comfort. Gas fires. Mrs. AndrJOWS.
Tel: Worthing 3166.
BEDFORD.

St. Mar}?'S '.Elbbe)2 1botel, housed in BEDFORD'S famous
historic mediaeval Abbey.
A home of charm, fascinat ion and
comfort, pervaded by a remarkable atmosphere of peace and calm@[b JEno!fsb jfure of ~ualft-c-strictly moderate dail y and residential
charges.
Send for interestit1g leaflet.
MISCELLANEOUS
ARE YOU QUITE SATISFIED WITH YOUR HAIRDRESSER?
If not-come and see Mr. Boiteux, coiffeur de Paris, 126 New Bond Street,
London, W.l., who will put you in the hands of the right expert whether you
require permanent waving any system, water waving, hair tinting, etc. Prices
Very Moderate-Free Advice. Telephone 5517 Mayfair.
IF YOU ARE NOT SATISFIED with your window cleaner, why not
give us a fair trial? Our motto is Economy and Efficiency. A postcard wi!I
bring us to any part of London. Fully insured. DISTRICT WINDOW
CLEANING SERVICE, 25 Heru:y Street, Battersea, S.W.11.
IF YOU WANT TO SAVE MONEY why not write to me? I will show you how to buy everything at wholesale prices. Box No. 265. c/o 41 LtGBT"

The "Controls" of Stainton Moses

LS.A. BOOKLETS

1/2 each.

LONDON & COUNTRY HOTELS, etc.

5/6 the set of five

1.

Human Survival and Its Implications. Helen
A. Dallas.

2.

The Mental Phenomena of Spiritualism,
Rev. C. Drayton Thomas.

by

A, W. TRETHEWY, B.A.
(PUBLISHED 12/6)

3.- The Physical Phenomena of Spiritualism,
Stanley De Brath.
4. The Psychic Faculties and Their Development-Helen MacGregor and Margaret V.
Underhill.

to offer it for sale at the extremely

5. Demonstrated Survival : Its Influence on

low price of

Science, Philosophy and
Oliver Lodge.

Religion.

w_e have just acquired a stock of the
above book on terms which enable us

Sir

216

(Post free 3/-)

Objections to Spiritualism AnsweredHelen A. Dallas . . . ;
.. . .
. ..

1/3

Listening In- Olive C. B. Pixley

1/1

tALL PRICES INCLUD PO.STAGE)

All those interested in the life and work of Stainton
Moses ("M.A., Oxon. '') and his Control, Imperator,
should avail themselves of this opportunity at an
e11:rly date, as the stock is limited.
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