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SCIENCE AND SURVIVAL 
WORLD-FAMOUS FRENCH PROFESSOR ON THE STRENGTH 

OF THE EVIDENCE 
PROFESSOR CHARLES RICHET 

Ans111ering an inquiry whether he had in al!J wcry modified his 
vieivs regarding p.rychic evidences for Survival, Professor 
Charles Richet, of Paris (author of " Thirty Y ears of 
P.rychical Research"), one of the world's most distin
gt1ished scientists, writes as follows to the E ditor of 
LIGHT.:-

DEAR SIR,-Seeing that you have done me the honour 
to ask for my opinion on Spiritualistic phenomena, 

I propose to tell you quite definitely what it is that I 
actually think. 

& In consequ~nce of having ! er!fied them tim<:_S W~~out 
f number, I ow perfect1J wdf tfutt -stnkiiig nre1ita1 

phenomena do exist, such phenomena as telepathy, 
clairvoyance, and even premonition ; unless incurably 
blind, no one can refuse to believe in such pheno.qiena 
as these. 

As to the question of the survival of consciousness 
and memory, that raises so many difficulties that I feel 
obliged to reserve my opinion. 

(1) Granted that an individual survives, who is it 
that surv:ives ? Is it the child, the adolescent, the man, 
or the senile old man ? 

(2) Once admit the survival of the human spirit, 
and you are obliged to admit the same thing of animals. 

(3) All information received from the discarnate is 
invariably of a purely human nature. Never yet has a 
new scientific fact been revealed. 

(4) Finally, these intellectual phenomena are so 
closely linked up with cerebral functioning, that it 

, appears to me-I will not say impossible, but almost 
impossible, to believe that intelligence can still exist 

when the brain has been disintegrated, annihilated, has 
crumbled to dust. To me, it seems quite terribly 
absurd to admit that this cerebral dust could retain 
memory. 

Nevertheless, in spite of all these formidable objections, 
there remain a very few well-authenticated cases 
where th'e spiritualistic explanation of survival 
must be accepted as the most probable, the most 
simple, and most logical. However, it is not the 
only one that might be brought forward. What then 
are we to conclude ? 

On the other hand we have the physical phenomena, 
the haunted houses, raps, etc. The more one studies, the 
nior-e.-Oee~e- gG€S la-ta,4t, the-more Qtle--Mds. thaLalL 
such phenomenology is obscure. 

I have stated elsewhere that I admit the " X Theory " -
the unknown theory of the future which will perhaps 
discover the casual link which would unify all these 
phenomena. . I say "perhaps," for it is not by any means 
certain that our puny intelligence could ever reach the 
explication of everything, the normal and the abnormal. 

The conquests of modern Science, and especially the 
discovery of the mysterious radiations that surround us, 
constrain us to admit that we are encircled by multifold 
vibrations. All around us there are waves of various 
lengths in perpetual vibration ; and it is possible that none 
of the happenings in this immense universe of ours are 
without their influence on our spirits. 

Faced with such a vast unknowa, it is impossible to 
formulate a conclusive reply. You have, however, asked 
me to give one, and all I am able to say is that I have none 
to give. 

There are certain exceptional cases where the Spirit
ualistic theory, purged of those childish additions which bring 
it into disrepute, is the best, though not the on!J solution; but 
in the majority of cases this theory is not in the least 

(Continued on next pa~e, column 2) 
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SIR ERNEST WALLIS BUDGE RELATES 
STRANGE EXPERIENCES 

cc THIS man knows the Forbidden Secrets of the East," 
was the heading, in the Daily Express (January 17th), 

to the record of an interview with Sir Ernest Wallis 
·;Budge, described as " the greatest living authority on 
Old Egypt and Chaldea, formerly keeper of the mummies 
in the British Museum." His age is given as seventy-six. 

The writer of the record is Winifred Loraine, who 
begins by saying : " I have just been talking to a man who 
believes he holds the secrets of the 'death ray,' of self
levitation, of television, and wireless without the aid of 
machinery, and of communication with the dead. 

Sir Ernest said the secrets could not be revealed, 
" because then I would be locked up, and I am not ready to 
be locked up yet. Not until I have completed and handed 
over my revelatiqps of Egyptian magic to the authorities." 

He clapped his hand over a pile of manuscript on his 
desk." 

cc Will those secrets then be made known to the public?" 
the ·interviewer asked. '" · • 

cc Never," replied Sir Ernest. " They will be available 
at the most to twenty-seven people. Such knowledge 
was never open to the masses." 

Answering questions, Sir Ernest said he learned some 
of the secrets during his " twenty-six years tramping in 
the East," others he had " deciphered in the passages 
of the pyramids or found carved on tablets " during his 
excavations in Chaldea. " But," he added, " the main 
key was missing until a certain tablet was brought to me 
recently from Mesopotamia by a young man whom I had 
sent out privately." 

Sir Ernest added that : "All powers were in the safe 
keeping of the ' masters,' who passed them on to those 
initiates who had a vocation for their development and 
the necessary judgment for their proper use." 

cc How will the chosen twenty-seven use these secrets ?" 
the interviewer asked. 

" Ha ! " ejaculated Sir Ernest. " How do I know 
whether they will be able to use them ? I doubt whether 
any Englishman could dissolve from view even if he were 
told how to. These arts need practice. 

" I knew an African and an Indian who could vanish 
into air as you spoke to them, touched them. Like the 
Cheshire Cat in Alice in Wonderland, first they were there, 
then there was only the grin, then that, too, disappeared. 
It was no question of hypnotism, for I walked through 
the spot where they had been standing. In the same way 
they would reappear and, as they solidified, push me away. 

" One of them could even materialise my subordinates 
who were twenty miles aw~y, y.ri}hin twenty: yard,s qf my 

·eyes. These materialisations spoke to me and took my 
orders. 

cc I was warned not to touch them, because they 
were only shadows. But when I arrived at the place 
where they were actually working, I found my orders 
had always been carried out. The men had heard them 
in a trance." 

" I had an attendant named Abdul," Sir Ernest con
tinued, "who helped me to recover mummies from 
the tombs. One day as he stretched his hand into a 
sarcophagus he fell dead beside me. I thought I would 
leave that particular mummy alone when, as I looked in, 

I saw a long emerald amulet lying among the yellow band
age folds. Willy-nilly, ! ·dipped my hand in and withdrew 
the jewel. Nothing happened. 

"A little later I visited one of the holy men of the district 
and in conversation told him that Abdul was dead. 'Yes,' 
replied the holy one, ' that is because he meant to rob • 
you. It was a question of his life or yours. So I killed \ 
him.'" • ~ 

Asked if he had ever been the victim of any curse from a 
mummy, Sir Ernest said he had not. The mummies he 
brought to England and placed in the British Museufn 
he had been careful to keep comfortable by putting 
muriate of soda at the foot of the case " to prevent gnats 
stinging and worrying the mummy," and he also filled the 
case " with camphorline vapours to keep the bandages 
dry. 

" The name of the individual is blazoned in large gold 
letters on the lid," he added, " so that if the spirit-free 
at night-comes passing over, it is pleased and filled with 
importance at being remembered. I find such attentions 
keep a mummy content." 

Concluding the interview, Sir Ernest said: "The 
spirit-world is not divided from their daily life as it is 
from ours. The veil is very thin. It was very thin 
with the early Christians, if you read your New Testament 
aright. You need only take the reappearance of Christ 
and the words of St. Paul when he says: 'We are coven
anted by a host of witnesses about us.' They clearly saw 
the spirits of the other world. We have lost those powers. 
They are receding further from us every day." 

SCIENCE AND SURVIVAL 
(Continued from previous page) 

necessary; and, seeing that it remains improbable to the 
point of folly, I find myself unable to accept it. 

When all has been said and done, the Spiritualists should 
go on with their experiments. The results, whether 
obtained by the Fox Sisters, by Stainton Moses, by the 
great William Crookes or by Eusapia Paladino, have 
brought essential facts to our knowledge. But one 
should beware of meeting Spiritualism with blind faith, 
of making a religion of it. One should make one's 
observations with the same impassibility with which the 
chemist studies the composition of silicon, or the zoologist 
counts the limbs of an insect. 

Spiritualism should be treated not as a dogma, but as a 
science. 

Maybe, i£ they will biut eontinue .their i;esearches with ~ 
an open mind, and without preconceived ideas, the 
Spiritualists will end by discovering the " X Theory " 
of the future, which shall more or less satisfactorily 
explain all those strange phenomena palpitating around us, 
and of which we can only say with any real truth that we 
know nothing. 

Take courage therefore, my Spiritualist friends; go 
on with your experiments without concerning yourselves 
with the conclusions that are deduced from them. 

Begging you to accept the assurance of my best wishes, 

Paris, January 9th, 1934. 
(Signed) CHARLES RrcHET. 

/EOLIAN HALL NEW BOND ST. "POWER,, THROUGH 
LONDON, W.1. MRS. MEURIG MORRIS 

SUNDAY SPIRITUAL $£RV/(£$: 6.30 p.iil:---President: LAURENCE COWEN. 
DOORS OPEN AT 6 P-M. Vice-President: General Sir P. HOLLAND-PRYOR, K.C.B. 

ORGAN RECITAL 

AD ... ISSION FREE N.B.-ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP {providing RESERVED SEAT at all 
SERVICESl-1016. Apply SECRETARY, MEURIG MORRIS SERVICES 
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AN UN KNOWN FO RCE 
PROFESSOR FRASER-HARRIS ON TELE KINETIC 

PHENOMENA 
LECTURING on "Personal experiences of telekinesis" 

at the second of a series of meetings organised by the 
Survival League at Caxton Hall, London, on Thursday 
last week (January 18th), Professor Fraser-Harris re
viewed the mediumistic career of Rudi Schneider. He 
played a gramophone record taken at Columbia studios 
during . last year's series of Lord Charles Hope's exper'i
ments m London, to demonstrate the abnormal rapidity 
of Rudi's breathing. T he rate of it was found to be 
60-240 per minute, whereas the normal rate is 18-20. 

Professor Fraser-Harris said he attended altogether 37 
seances with Rudi Schneider. H e witnessed excellent 
phenomena. The curtain billowed out and went over 
the sitters' heads while the Medium was fully controlled. 
A table was drawn by some power into the cabinet and 
then flung out with such violence that two of its legs 
were broken. A luminous waste-paper basket rose in 
a curve over the Professor's head, and rested on his 
shoulders. T hen, on ~he word of Olga, it wenj back in a 
similar manner. · · 

"I was not hypnotised," said Professor Fraser-Harris. 
"I have never been hypnotised in my life." 

Towards the end of a sitting the luminous basket 
described an angular course in the air to avoid the infra-red 
apparatus which was in its way. As it fell, Mrs. Fraser
Harris remarked how extremely cold it was in its proximity. 
Then the basket began to rock. Holding the basket, 
they felt tugging like a good-sized trout pulling at the 
end of a rod. Finally !t was wrested away. A handkerchief, 
when the Professor tried to get hold of it, was flicked behind 
the curtain, and afterwards thrown out with a knot on it. 
It floated horizontally and rested on his head. 

Luminosities were part of the most puzzling phe
nomena. The curtains opened and disclosed a self
~umino~s fog with undefined outlines giving the 
unpress1on of a filmy material. Sometimes this focr 
came in front of the curtain and billowed out on the top 
of the table. 

"The only phantom I observed and am never likely 
to forget," said the lecturer, "was a small rod-like shape, 
on March 29th, 1932. My palm was extended. Out of 
the darkness there came or rather began to form near 
my palm, an elongated homogeneous structure, not 
anatomical, looking like a ruler but more like condensed 
~moke. It slowly approached my thumb. Before reaching 
lt, the palm of my hand became intensely cold as if a 
lump of ice had been placed there. The cold went through 
to the back of my hand, then it went up to the elbow 
and stopped. The rod came and pressed against 
my thumb for 5 or 6 seconds-long enough for me to 
say that it was cool, moist and elastic. It was like gutta
percha. · The visible length of the rod was about 18 
inches." 

Professor Fraser-Harris spoke of some complicated 
teleki11:etic phei:omena which disclosed an intelligent 
operation. A cigarette case with an unusual sliding top 
went behind the curtain, was opened, cigarettes came out 
floating vertically and horizontally, and were thrown about. 

He. .~so spoke of the infra-red ray experiments, 
first lnltlated by Dr. Osty in Paris, then confirmed at 
Mr. Harry Price's Laboratory, and at Lord Charles H ope's 
sit~gs. ~he amazing discovery was thus made that, 
while Rudi S:hneider could never raise an object into the 
path of the mfra-red rays, he could exteriorise a force 
into it which, as proved by galvanometric tracincrs, showed 
the same rhythm as his respiration. The Medium could 
predict the presence of the force in the rays, but the 
phenomenon itself was sometimes registered before he 
finished predicting. 

"We seem to be," concluded Professor Fraser-Harris, 
(Continued at foot of next column) 

MATERIALISING SEANCE 
WHAT A "YORKSHIRE EVENING POST" REPORTER 

HEARD AND SAW 

LEEDS Psychic Research Society has been formed with 
Mrs. R. Ch. De Crespigny as president, Mr. J. Skelly 

as Vice-President and Chairman of Executive Council, 
and Mr. ]. Allison (7 Miles Road, Chapelallerton, Leeds) 
as Hon. Secretary. It is affiliated to the British College 
of Psychic Science, South Kensington. 

In the Yorkshire Evening Post (16th January) there ap
peared a description of what a Reporter saw at the first 
seance arranged by the new Society. 

The Reporter states that the seance was held in a 
Leeds suburban drawing-room, the blinds being drawn 
to shut out the rays of the street lamp and illumination 
being provided by a small blue light. Thirty people 
were present. " Scepticism, I was told," says the 
Reporter, " was inevitable when people are being initiated 
into the mysteries of ectoplasm. The newcomers, how
ever, were asked not to be antagonistic, whatever 
their doubts." 

Before the 1ights went out the Medium (Mr; J. Wilson, 
of Leeds) was searched. Hymns were sung and the 
Medium "began to wail," the noise at first "soundincr 
like the buzz of bees " and increasing " until one though~ 
of an aeroplane engine speeding up for the take-off." 

" ~n the }ntervals be~ween singing," the Reporter 
contmues, everyone silently watched the Medium, 
whose dark clothing and black muffler made him only 
faintly discernible. He rose from his wooden . chair, 
and carried it through the curtains into his cabinet, there 
to continue his weird wailing. 

" Minutes probably elapsed before anything happened. 
The experienced, sitters saw it first, a little white-robed 
figure moving slowly along the curtain. I dodged round 
the back of the room, and saw a figure that was certainly 
rather emaciated" in a flowing robe. ' Can you see him ? ' 
everyone asked, as he or she returned behind the curtain. 

" The trance seemed to be effective, for when the 
next little figure ventured out she indicated that she knew 
son:eone in the gathering, and moved away from the 
cabmet towards the front row, apparently oblivious to 
the buzz of conversation in the room. Indeed, she was 
so precocious that we began to laugh, and she seemed to 
understand the amusement. 

" She grew bolder and, in response to requests, took 
a small pewter tray and a framed photograph from the 
mantelshelf, and handed one of them to the hostess, who 
incidentally was allowing her home to be used for .a 
seance for the first time. 

" More figures materialised, including the bust of an 
-.adult,.hut-Ylith one~exception they all w:_ent bai:;k behind the 

curtain. The excep tion, a little girl who was described 
as the Medium's guide, seemed to shrink into the carpet. 

" That was after the seance had lasted an hour. It 
might have been an optical illusion. Let us put it no 
higher or lower than that." 

In a note to the Editor of LIGHT, Mr. Allison (Hon. 
Secretary of the Society) says : " In all, about a dozen 
forms materialised, including the heads and shoulders of 
two doctors and a lady, who were not recognised." 

" on the threshold of the discovery of a force entirely 
unknown to the physicists of to-day. They are chary of 
investigating it because it is entirely unknown. But it 
signals a new epoch : physics and physiology enter into 
the realm of psychic investigation. They may prove of 
greater help than suspected. A sitting for telekinetic 
experiments may be entirely blank, yet the infra-red 
apparatus may register decisive movements which, by 
and by, will disclose their secret." 

Miss Beatrice Kean Seymour was in the chair. 
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"MARGERY" FINGERPRINTS 
JANUARY 26, 1934 

" DEFINITELY PROVED BY THE EVIDENCE TO BE 
SUPERNORMAL" 

MR.WILLIAM th e n it was 
possible to co
or d i n a t e t h e 
different fingers, 
thumbs and other 
portions of the 
' Walter ' hands. 

" T he circu111-
s tances attending 
these experiments 
were such as to pre
clude fraud, con
f ederary or other 
normal action. The 
wax slabs used 

H.BUTTON, 
President of the 
American Society 
for P s y c hi c a 1 
Research, contri
butes to the 
Journal of the 
Society (January, 
1934) a summary 
and review of 
Mr. Thorogood's 
report upon the 
finger-print phe
nomena that have 
occurred in the 
" Margery " me
diumship during 
the last seven years. 

A-W.alter. B-Dr. x. were of large 
Micro-photograph showing differences of stnrcture between the delta of the "Walter" size. They were 

right thumb and the delta of the Dr. X right thumb. most ingeniously 

" The immediate occasion for the report," Mr. Button 
writes, " was the alleged discovery in March, 1932 (pub
lished in October, 1932) by Mr. E. E. Dudley that the 
right and left thumbprints long attributed to 'Walter' 
were in fact identical with the right and left thumbprints 
of Doctor X, a living man. 

" Mr. Thorogood demonstrates that Mr. Dudley's 
conclusions, so confidently promulgated in October, 
1932, are without foundation, and that the 'Walter' 
thumbprints are neither those of Dr. X, nor of any other 
living man so far as known. The evidence which existed 
when Mr. Dudley published his conclusions was such 
that it should have convinced any competent investigator 
that the phenomena were supernormal. '' 

· After summarising evidence relating to the production 
of fingerprints prior to October, 1932, Mr. Button says 
it was all " knpwn to Mr. Dudley _and should have given 
him pause. He had repeatedly expressed himself sub
stantially to the effect that the phenomena were super
normal. In his October pronouncement he relied upon 
opinions of police experts, although he himself has 
recognised that their opinions are of little weight in such 
a situation. Also, he had none of the original waxes to 
submit to them-only photographs ; and in such an 
inquiry, as Mr. Thorogood has shown, such photographs 
may be very deceptive. 

" Mr. Thorogood not only considers and analyses the 
evidence mentioned and the considerations_ above set 
forth, but produces a mass of new and conclusive evidence. 

" It has been a frequent criticism of psychic phenomena 
that they cannot be repeated on request, and therefore 
their validity cannot be established. This claim has 
been refuted many times heretofore in the Margery 
mediumship. Again, in connection with the experiments 
involved in this report, the repeatability of the phenomena 
has been demonstrated in a startling manner. 

"Prior to Mr. Dudley's announcement, the impressions 
that had been produced were of single thumbs or fingers ; 
or sometimes of two or more such impressions on one 
piece of wax. Mr. Thorogood first procured complete 
impressions of both the hands of Dr. X. He then con
sulted ' Walter ' and requested him to produce, not 
impressions of his separate fingers or thumbs, but com
pkte impressions of both of his hands. This 'Walter' 
proceeded to do in a series of sittings in April and May, 
1932. 

" The results were partial fingers, thumbs, etc., gradu
ally growing into larger sections of hands until finally 
there were produced complete replicas of both right and 
left hands-these being iii relief. For the first time 

marked for identification. Nothing could have been 
substituted for them. The sittings were held in the 
presence only of the Medium, Mr. Thorogood and 
his immediate associates, and even then the personnel 
of the experimenters varied considerably from sitting to 
sitting. 

"As a result of these experiments Mr. Thorogood has 
demonstrated that these exhibits so procured were produced 
supernormal!J. 

" A consideration of these exhibits themselves again 
demonstrates their supernormality. They are in relief 
-that is, they are positives-appearing as the original 
hands would appear, palms up. They are large and 
unwieldy. No way of producing them normally suggests 
itself. 

" An examination of these new hands showed that the 
right and left thumb patterns were identical with most 
of the old right and left thumbprints at Lime Street. 
This fact is persuasive evidence that the older ones were 
likewise produced supernormally. The new hands in 
their entirety proved to be very different from those 
of Dr. X. 

" The next step was the determination that the left 
thumbprints of these new exhibits, and the old ones, 
so far as Mr. Thorogood had them, bear none of the 
characteristics of Dr. X's left thumb. 

" It then developed that there was a striking similarity 
between the right thumbs on these new exhibits and 
the right thumb of Dr. X but that the two were not 
identical. Mr. Thorogood has , demonstrated this fact 
beyond peradventure. 

" It seems to be true that in ordinary fingerprint 
practice many experts engaged in criminal investigation 
and the like, who find that a comparatively few character
istics on two prints agree, are apt, to pronounce the 
prints to be those of the same digit. It is, however, 
obvious that if there is even one persistent different 
characteristic in the two prints, the conclusion is un
avoidable that they were not made by the same digit. 
To illustrate one of these differences between the 
'Walter' right thumb and the right thumb of Dr. X, 
it seems worth while to reproduce herewith Figure 102 
from Mr. Thorogood's report, which shows the deltas 
of the right thumbprints of ' Walter' and Dr. X re
spectively, very much magnified. 

" We reproduce these illustrations," says Mr. Button, 
" for the reason that a casual inspection of them will 
convince anyone that the two patterns are not the same, 
and that therefore the impressions could not be of the 
same thumb." [See illustration on this page]. 

" Upon the old evidence, supplemented by that which he 
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himself obtained, Mr. Thorogood announces the positive con
clusion that ' Walter' prints are not those of Dr. X, nor of 
atry other known living man, and that there is no evidence of 
fraud in the production of atry of them. 

" .Another important episode was the demonstration 
anew by Mr. Thorogood's experiments, that the ' Walter ' 
voice is independent of any normal mechanism. This 
has been proved many times by previous experiments, 
but Mr. Thorogood has added a demonstration that is 
again conclusive. He installed a sensitive microphone 
in a locked and sealed box, impervious to penetration 
by any sound-producing waves. The microphone was 
connected with a loud-speaker in a distant part of the 
house, and Walter's voice was produced from the loud
speaker with no sound audible in the seance-room. 

" This demonstration is connected with the fingerprint 
experiments, as Mr. Thorogood points out, because it 
proves that ' Walter's' direction of the experiments 
and his statements that the resulting fingerprints are 
his own are announced by a voice that is supernormal. 

_ " Mr. Thorogood's con_clusions are unequivocal, and 
we believe that his report is an outstanding contribution 
to psychic knowledge. New experiments have shown 
that both of' Walter's' thumbs are entirely different from 
those of Dr. X or any other person whose thumbprints 
are on record at Lime Street ; and that these recent 
impressions are identical with most of the old ones." 

Mr. Thorogood comes to forty-four specific con
clusions and finally condenses those in regard to the 
fingerprint phenomena into the following three : 

1. There is no evidence of fraud, trickery or the use of any 
normal mechanism in connection with the seance pro
duction of the " Walter " fingerprint pheno111ena. 

2. These " Walter" phenomena are deftnite!J proved by 
the evidence to be supernormal. 

3. Neither of the " Walter" hands as a whole, nor a.r to 
any of the component parts, is identical with that of 
a'!} known person or persons. 

Concluding his summary, Mr. Button writes : " We 
commend to our readers a careful reading of Mr. 
Thorogood's report and a considered judgment as to 
his conclusions." 

FLEET STREET MAN'S STORY 
Under the heading of " Ghosts in Fleet Street," the 

Leader (January 16) gives the following" true spook story" 
as told by Geoffrey Read : 

" I was sitting in my office when a contributor came 
in to deliver an article which had been ordered. Just 
as he was leaving he said,' Do you believe in Spiritualism?' 

" POWER" ON TOUR 
MRS. MEURIG MORRIS, supported by Mr. Laurence 

Cowen, is shortly to make a prolonged tour of the 
larger towns in the country, which will also embrace a 
very complete round of the districts comprising Greater 
London. It will be remembered that about two years 
ago they made what was an extraordinarily successful 
toi:r of the provinces during a period of six months, 
filling the largest halls to capacity and evoking the greatest 
enthusiasm among press and public. 

This fresh propagandist drive under " Power's " 
banner will not, we are informed, interfere with the 
regular Sunday services at the JEolian Hall. 

Somewhat in advance of this programme there will be 
a special visit to M~nchester, in the Houldsworth Hall, 
on Wednesday everung, January 31st, when Mr. Ernest 
W. Oaten, Editor of The Two Worlds will preside. 

Mr. Cowen will be pleased if Societies and Churches 
interested in this announcement will communicate with 
him at the JEolian Hall, New Bond Street, London. 

Mr. Laurence Cowen informs us that central and 
commodious headquarters. for The " Power " Fellowship 
have been secured. 

{ i.- • ~· O :~ (7.t n. -. - · 1" 

FOUNDER OF THE LYCEUM UNION 
Spiritualism in this country has lost a very notable 

exponent through the transition, at the age of 76, of Mr. A. 
Kitson, of Dews bury, who founded the British Spiritualist 
Lyceum Union, was its first president, and served it for 
m~ny years as general secretary, retiring in 1919. Mr. 
Kitson took a very active part in Spiritualistic work in 
the North of England and his writings were deservedly 
well-kno:vn. He began work as a pit-boy at the early 
age of ~e, rose to the respo:isible position of colliery 
checkwe1ghman and was an active member of his branch 
of the Yorkshire Mineworkers' Association and for some 
years acted as part-time secretary of the Lyceum Union 
before becoming general secretary. 

A NEW AND OUTSTANDING NOVEL 

DR. JAZ 
I pointed out that, while I kept an open mind, I was the 
original man from Missouri, and had to be shown. 'Very 
good,' said the contributor, ' I can see your grandfather 
standing behind you.' I turned round but there was 
nothing to be seen. My visitor, ,however, de~ribed_gty_ 
deceased i;elative to me in such minute detail that it was 
impossible to believe he was not there. Among other 
things, he outlined in detail an old-fashioned ring and a 
seal. The particulars of these could not be known to 
anyone outside my own family. In addition, he also 
described accurately a friend who was killed in the war. 

by 

MARGARET VIVIAN 

- etmh-boan-d; - e-o-Zaured wrapper~ 6/-- ne • 

Dr. Jaz is the story of a medical woman's life, 
and it starts with a vivid description of pre-war 
life in a country vicarage. Jaz's impetuous 
temperament and her passionate love of animals 
lead her into various situations that are handled 
in a brisk, lively style. From first to last, the 
interest does not flag, and the heroine's experi
ences at a women's college, as a medical student 
in a London hospital, and later, in a French 
military hospital, will appeal to a large circle of 
readers. Jaz's eager enquiries into spiritualism 
betray the author's sound knowledge of this 
interesting subject. 

"That there may be no suggestion of trickery, I should 
like to point out that this man had only met me once 
before, and then only for a few seconds. Whatever the 
truth about these things may be, it was all very uncanny, 
and I am beginning to be half convinced against my 
better judgment." -------

French readers may be glad to know of a new book 
sent to us by M. Fernard Divoire, entitled "Neant, 
Paradis, ou Reincarnation." He tells in his foreword 
that he has tried to present fairly the pros and cons for 
each of the beliefs ; and that for himself this has meant 
the breaking down of those walls of doubt against which 
he had so often run his head. . This book may now be 
borrowed from ·the L.S.A. Library. 

FROM ALL BOOKSELLERS. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
(The views and statements of correspondents are not necessari!J 
end.orsed by the Editor, .who . occasional!J print.r, in the internts 
of free discussion, letters with which he does not agree.) 

REINCARNATION 
Sir,-It was a pleasure to read A. Horngate's letter 

about Reincarnation (LIGHT, January 5th). I, also, have 
been saddened in the past, when listening to some be
lievers in the theory gleefully boasting of " what they 
were once." Their complacency and superior airs would 
not irritate me now. They would simply appear patheti
cally ludicrous. Because, if they were once so " great " 
why have their minds apparently shrunk to be so little and 
petty in . their present life? That Christ accepted the 
theory is a ridiculous and fanatical statement. 

Pre-existence is another matter altogether. I believe 
with A. Horngate that every supposed case of re-embodi
ment can be explained by Control-or, better still, by 
the beautiful theory of Group-souls (which of course leads 
to- Control, or overshadowing). People argue that a 
belief in Reincarnation wipes out apparent injustice in 
the world, and is the easiest solution to human inequali
ties. (Yes, but the easiest things -are not the best 1 The 
lessons Christ taught were hard ones!) My answer to 
them is this: "For as the heavens are higher than the 
e_arth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My 
thoughts than your thoughts." 

How can we, while still in the human body, expect 
to discover the key to the plan of Inscrutable Love ? 

(MRs.) ETHEL ROLFE. 
10, Wyatt Park Road, London, S.W.2. 

* * * 
VOLUNTARY RETURN 

Sir,- In view of the controversial character of the 
subject of Reincarnation, I am glad that LIGHT appears 
to preserve an open mind and is willing to present both 
aspects of the case. "A little knowledge is a dangerous 
thing " and the incident quoted by A. Horngate 
illustrates the dangers. I have myself suffered in this 
way from reincarnationists during a great sorrow appar
ently . innocently incurred. But who shall say ? In any 
case, love and a real desire to share the sufferings of 
others are of greater help to the sufferer than a ton of 
theories. For, once the soul is free, it may return to 
earth for spiritual service as sacrifice, and its sufferings 
are then endured as an at-one-ment betwixt God and man. 
Such a soul has returned for Christ service, and takes 
upon itself something of the heavy " karma " of the world. 
overcoming it by the power of the Spirit. 'l T. KIRBY. 
Queen's Road, Watford. _, 

* * * 
. EVIDENCE FOR REINCARNATION 

Sir,-May I bring forward some evidences in support 
of the theory of Reincarnation, particularly with reference 
~o the objections stated in A. Horngate's : letter in your 
issue of 12th January? · 

In the first place, we can entirely ignore the views of 
the lady who f~~ied herself as Cleopatra, and presumed 
to know the origm of your correspondent's misfortune. 
They were simply an expression of her own vain-glory 
and egotism, and are useless as evidence for or against. 
Let us adduce what evidence we can find. 

(1) There is the Scriptural testimony. The two in
stances quoted in A. Horngate's letter prove that the 
Jews had accepted the doctrine of Reincarnation. Cer
tainly, Christ ·corrected thein in these two particular cases, 
but he said nothing in denial of Reincarnation as a general 
truth. Indeed, He leaves us with this inference. 

(2) There is a, universal consciousness that justice must 
be done for each and all-or, as Scripture phrases it, 
, .. ?re•.trooked things shall be made straight." How could 
this be brought about ex:cept bi a repetition of ~th-life 

~nd earth-conditions, in which the wrong-doer can, and 
shall, make reparation to his victim? 

(3) One cannot fail to be impressed with the differences 
displayed by individuals engaged in the acquisition of 
knowledge or skill. One will learn rapidly and without 
difficulty up to a certain point ; after that, he has to labour 
before he can advance any further. Another will have 
to plod and labour from the very start. It is as though 
the first were sub-consciously recalling something known 
before, while the other was really starting for the first time. 

( 4) There are, and have been, genuine cases of individuals 
who have remembered scenes and incidents of their 
former earth-lives, and have given satisfactory proof that 
such memories are true. The annals of psychology 
abound with such cases. 

These arguments may not constitute proof, but they are 
collectively very strong evidence in favour of Reincarnation. 
Wallasey, Cheshire. (MRS.) E. PARRY. 

• • * 
WHY SHOULD WE REINCARNATE 

Sir,-Why should we reincarnate? One has heard 
that this earth is the " Star of Tribulation" ; that each 
one of us is given his life's trials according to his strength. 
Perhaps it is as well to learn that pain and suffering are 
the things · truly worth while in life; for, through them 
are measured our grit and strength, and by them we should 
grow in grace. Some are born to misery and affiiction, 
in so much that it has been said that it is not a fair inheri
tance. Perhaps not, compared to an earthly material 
"good time." It is for us to learn to look beyond, 
where God's recompense will outshine, far outside our 
imagination, any trial on earth, however great. 

It is not in Reincarnation we should find that joy. 
It seems to me to limit God's imagination or creative will. 

In our sleep state, our spirits can glean all the informa
tion from records and souls in the Beyond, necessary to 
account for " prehistoric peeps " or ideas that we have 
" lived before." There seems to me to be no need for 
so many complications. Our Lord's teaching and His 
life were so simple and straightforward. Yet man has 
introduced complications into the churches and sects. 

Victoria Villa, East Cowes, I. W. 
* * * 

ETHEL G. RADCLIFFE. 

"SPONTANEOUS TELEKINESIS" 
Sir,-It is interesting and not a little amusing to find 

Professor Fraser-Harris, in your issue of January 12, 
believing that what are usually called the " antics " and 
" horrors " of Miss Clairmont were genuine examples 
of telekinesis and levitation. The performances of this 
lady were treated with disdain by Mary, and used to be 
aroused by the circle sitting up till la£ at night and telling 
t;tles of horror. As Shelley says, " they used to retire 
awe-struck, and hardly daring to breathe." 

- The evidenc:::e for the '1 ·phenomeaa " -is provided by ·the 
"Medium." She it is who says that the pillow was moved 
on October 7, 1814; and a few days later it was supposed 
to have been moved again. Shelley was quite annoyed 
at these tricks, which were apparently brought off either 
consciously in order to impress him or in one of Clare's 
hysterical attacks. Speaking of the incident which so 
impresses the Professor he writes : " The next morning 
the chimney-board in Jane's room is found to have 
walked leisurely into the middle of the room, accompanied 
by the pillow, which, being very sleepy, tried to get back 
again, but fell down on his back." The performance had 
evidently failed in its object I 

Fraud, says Professor Fraser-Harris, "may at once be 
eliminated." Control, then, is no longer necessary. All 
we want for our full conviction is a good story told by 
the Medium and without the. presence of witnesses. If 
these are to be the principles of the Institute of which 
Professor Fraser-Harris is the Research Officer, then· vie 
can expect ~9tll<:: . highly interesting and. stimulating 
results 1 · _ E. J. J?INGW:AL~. 
Cambridge, 
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"THY KINGDOM COME" 
Sir -As the Recorder of the Conan Doyle communi

catio~s embodied in Mr. Ivan Cooke's recent publication 
Thy Kingdom Come, the writer was especially interested in 
the review contributed to the columns of LIGHT by Mr. 
H. F. Prevost Battersby, whose articles are invariably 
appreciated and carry considerable weight. with those of 
us who have little time for extensive reading. 

Superficially considered, the critique seem~ ~o convey 
a rather grudging admission of the authenticity of ~he 
Message, coupled with an over-eager tenden~y to claim 
for Theosophy whatever it contai?-s of imp~rtance. 
However, when the Reviewer had wiped from hi~ spec
tacles the mystical mist which at first bothered him, he 
appreciated with avidity the good things he found-not 
less valuable surely because the . Ancient Wisdom also 
recognised them, or by reason of the fact that. Modern 
Wisdom is slowly re-discovering them and applying them 
to practical service. 

Unfortunately, the Ancient Wisdom is " caviare " to 
the average Spiritualist, whose convictions would probably 
prove the sounder for a ~ittle. study o~ the former. . 

A point of psychological interest is that the Medium 
(Mrs. Grace Cooke) is not by any means personally 
fodined to Theosophical teaching, nor-as emph~sized 
by your Reviewer-was Sir Arthur. Mr. Iv~n ~ooke 
makes it apparent in his comments that. he maintains .an 
open mind which recognises that Truth is the prero~a?ve 
of no particular Cult, ancient or modern, and reioices 
wherever he finds it true to type, his standard being
-and who will cavil ?-that of the Christ of all ages. 

It is possibly misleading to have sugge~ted that, with 
regard to the origin of evil, Conan D~yle infers that part 
of the Almighty is unreal because Evil may be regarded 
as a thought-concept rather than ~eality.. '!'here is . no 
darkness in the physical sun, but lts. radi~tlo~ reqi:ires 
objective resistance in order to mai:ifest its~lf as hght. 
There can be no shadow without a light behind. There 
could be no consciousness of evil but for the Supreme 
Good in process of manifestation. 1:he Master Potter 
uses both mind and clay for the evolution of bea~ty. f\.t 
least, that is the impression conveyed to the writer. in 
taking a detached view of the Conan Doyle commuruca
tions. 

On the whole, apart from a few meticulosities, your 
brilliant Reviewer seems to accept the Message as 
confirmation generally of his own erudit~ s~udies, but 
with strange modesty writes down their importance 
accordingly. One can only hope that many of us, ~verage 
Spiritualists, may rise to the same worthy conceptions of 
the spiritual out-working of Life. . . 

Thy Kingdom Come should ?e welcom~ ~s. stimulating 
spiritualistic· study afresh at a time when 1t ~s in danger of 
formulating a narrowed orthodoxy of its own. Its 
spirit ·recognizes no close preserve for Truth ~nd should 
appeal to many schools of thought. 
Broom Hill, Ipswich. W. R. BRADBROOK. 

• * * 
"PARANORMAL" 

Sir,-The letter of your correspondent.' Florence 
Hodgkin (Jan. 19th) might lead read.ers to infer that I 
introduced the word " paranormal " into o~r language. 
This, of course, is not the case, as I have met it repeatedly 
in writings which deal with happenings that are r~re or 
mysterious. But I cannot see that "supernormal" is a~y 
more English than "paranormal," for the fo.rmer is 
·pure Latin and the latter half Greek and half. Latln. 
. . (DR.) D. FRASER-HARRIS. 

* * * 
WILLIAM HOPE FUND 

Sir,-Please allow me through your columns to thank 
sincerely the Rev. Charles Tweedale and M~s. Tweedale 
for organising and carrying through this fund for 
my· benefit, and also to thank all the donors who have so 
kindly contributed. (Mas.) 14RY l!oPE. 
58~ Albert Street, Crewe. 

DREAMS & THEIR MEANING 
DR. OSTY'S CONCLUSIONS 

JN a recent number of the. Revu~ Metapsyc~iq11e, Dr. ~sty 
presented for our consideration a seri~s of .rehab~e 

cases of premonitions, warnings, etc., received either in 

dreams, or by means of visions or voices . In the ~ov
ember-December issue, he gives us some of the reflections 
and conclusions at which he has arrived. These are some 
of his remarks: 

" The first thino- that strikes the observer is the relative b 

frequency with which supernormal knowledge c?mes 
in the form of a dream. It is as though, when the ordinary 
consciousness is engrossed by sleep, this leaves the brain 
accessible to that other intelligence, which during the 
waking state is merely latent, and to all intents and pur
poses non-existent. 

" It is highly probable that the number of dreams, or 
d:eam passages, is far greater than might be supp~sed 
from those which linger for shorter or longe~ periods 
in our memory. Many factors prevent th~ir rec~ll ; 
they are quickly forgotten ; and the fact that their meai:ing 
is so often presented in the form of allegory or symbolism, 
renders them incomprehensible at the mom,ent, so that 
they are apt to escape our attention. In orde·~ that we IT?-ay 
link up an event with a dream that foretold lt, som::thing 
outstanding in the dream must have so a~reste~ our 
attention that it keeps alive the memory of it until the 
subsequent moment of actualisation. But how rarely 
that happens I 

" How frequently one wakes up with a persistent and 
quite inexplicable sense · of restlessness, of unreasonable 
depression or anxiety ; all of which mar well have bee.n 
brought about by some forgotten warrung or pr.ophetic 
dream. All that remains is an emotional reaction for 
which we are at a loss to account. 

"We all know how we may actually hear some one 
talking aloud in his sleep ; and yet, if we arouse him at 
once and enquire what he was dreaming about, he will 
have completely forgotten. Thus those who declare 
that they never dream, would put it more tr:ithfully if 
they declared that they never remembered their dreams. 
Hence an apparent loss of knowledge supernormally 
obtained in dreaming. 

"As to the scenes and the actual settings of such dreams, 
these are clearly often but the pictorial expression of the 
message conveyed, rather than the literal seeing o~ an 
event. The writer who saw her sister lying unconscious 
in a far-off hospital, but was told by an attendant nurse 
that she would recover, obtained in picture form the 
simple message : ' Your sister is ill, but will recover.' 
It is as a rule less a matter of supernormal sense per
ceptlon than ;f the pictorial representation of a~ id~. 

" During sleep, such ideas are usual~y conveyed m this 
pictonilmanne~. -Wlien ~fil'.messagns brought through-
during the waking state, 1t 1s generally by means of .the 
·spoken word. Either a voice is.heard, or else .the subject 
hears himself or herself uttenng words _without a~y 
intention, or even without any understanding on their 
part. . 

" These facts should be borne in mind, and especially 
the promptitude with which ~reams ~re forgotten, when 
considerino- the claims for Reincarnat10n. A person sees 
a certain p1tce for the first time, and involuntarily exclaims: 
' Why-I have been ~er~ before 1. I must have been here 
in a former incarnation. May it not merely have been 

·in a forgotten dream ? . 
" In conclusion it is quite evident that there is no one 

who may not son~e day or other experience clairvoyance.'' 

We are glad to learn that Miss Jacqueline has now 
recovered from her long and serjous . i_llness and has 
resumed her psychic work at the _British Coll,ege of 
Psychic Science, South Kensington. · . 
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THE B.B.C. TALKS 
J1'. is to be feared that listeners new to the subject 
: would not be strongly drawn to it by Mr. 
Theodore Besterman's broadcast talk last Friday 
evening on" How Psychical Research is Done." 
Difficulties and dangers were so presented as to 
eclipse the attractions and importance of in
:vestigation; and the results to be achieved, when 
the difficulties have been overcome, were not 
made sufficiently clear to become humanly 
attractive. Something much more definite and 
interesting is needed to draw those who are not 
already· conversant with the subject ; and it 
may be hoped this will be provided by Lord 
Charles Hope, who is to broadcast to-night 
(Friday, January 26th) at 9.20, on " Physical 
Mediumship." In the Radio Times it is stated 
· that Lord Charles " will examine the claims 
of those who have the power to move objects 
without material contact with them," so that, 
·presumably, special attention will be given to 
the Rudi Schneider phenomena, of which Lord 
. Charles has made a special study. 

THE "MARGERY" MEDIUMSHIP 
WE were able recently (December 22nd) to 

congratulate Dr. and Mrs. Crandon 
(" Margery"), of Boston, U.S.A., on the definite 
refutation of the allegations brought against 
Mrs. Crandon's mediumship. These allegations 
related chiefly to the authenticity of the finger
prints in wax claimed to be produced by "Walter" 
(her deceased brother and control) ; but, had 
they been proved, they must eventually have 
discredited the whole of the phenomena wit
nessed at her seances. . 

How complete is the vindicatio.n (first outlined 
by Dr. Crandon in his recent lecture to the 
L.S.A. on December 19th, 1933) may be gathered 
from the summary of the report of the American 
Society for Psychical Research which we repro
duce to-day from the A.S.P.R. Journal for 

January, and especially by the reprint of the 
micro-photograph showing the " difference of 
structure between the delta of the ' Walter ' 
right thumb and the delta of the Dr. X right 
thumb." The report, we understand, fills two 
hundred pages of print, with one hundred 
illustrations. It has been prepared under the 
direction of Mr. B. K. Thorogood, Research 
Consultant to the A.S.P.R.; and, short of 
accusing Mr. Thorogood and his associates of 
incompetence or deliberate falsification of the 
evidence-for which there is no shadow of 
justification-there seems to be no reasonable 
alternative but to accept the conclusion that the 
allegations of deceit are groundless and that 
"the 'Walter' phenomena are definitely proved 
by the evidence to be supernormal." 

It is, ·perhaps, too much to hope that certain 
detractors of the " Margery " mediumship will 
be completely silenced ; but, even in its sum
marised form, the report does provide good 
reasons why the whisperings of these detractors 
should be ignored by all men and women of 
good · sense and good will. 

PROFESSOR RICHET'S MESSAGE 
PROFESSOR CHARLES RICHET is one of 

the comparatively small number of front-rank 
scientists who have given long and careful study 
to psychic phenomena without being driven by 
their discoveries to accept the Spiritualistic 
hypothesis. 

As shown in his great book, Thirty Years of 
Psychical Research (admirably translated from the 
French by Mr. Stanley de Brath), Professor 
Richet has for years given an unqualified assent 
to the reality of psychic phenomena ; and it 
has been rumoured of late that he had progressed 
towards the Spiritualistic position. Hoping to 
discover what truth, if any, there was in this 
rumour, we wrote to Professor Richet asking 
him to tell the readers of LIGHT just where he 
now stands ; and, in the communication we 
publish on our front page to-day, he does so with 
complete frankness. So far as we understand, 
he has not materially changed his position. 
He asserts the reality of the phenomena. He 
even admits that there are 

" a very few well-authenticated cases where the 
Spiritualistic explanation of Survival must 
be accepted as the most probable, the most 
simple and most logical." . 

But he holds that Survival is not the only possible 
explanation: and seeing -that, in his view, 
Survival " remains improbable to the point of 
folly,." he finds himself unable to accept it. · 

Spiritualists will heartily regret Professor 
Richet's inability to give the full weight of his 
name and his world-wide scientific repute to 
the cause they have so much at heart ; but they 
will respect his honesty in refusing to go further 
·than his convictions permit. . . - • : 

_ :.,. 1.: · ... -... 
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CYCLOPJEDIC PSYCHOLOGY 
BOOK REVIEW 

By H. F. PREVOST BATTERSBY 
WITH this massive volume* before him, every student 

of Psychic Science will be inclined to echo Sir 
Oliver Lodge's astonishment that the preparation of 
such an encyclopredia could be looked for in our time. 

The mere combination of the two words in relation to 
Spiritualism is what Mr. Gerald Heard would call " scan
dalous " ; seeing that, so far as the subject is psychic, 
it is not scientific, and so far as it is scientific, it is not 
psychology. 

At present it is an altogether unsifted harvest, psycho
logically, of the last hundred years, with grains of know
ledge, guess-work and superstition left from long vanished 
centuries. in its dusty bin. 

What will finally be riddled for our spiritual nourish
ment no man can say, but obviously much that Dr. Nandor 
Fodor has been forced to indude will prove of no moment 
in the future estimate of its worth. 

That consideration, of which Dr. Fodor must ha:;_,.e 
been well aware, makes only more admirable the energy, 
learning and intense application he has brouglif to the 
task. The literature of the subject, in its widest sense, 
can very rarely be described as light reading ; it is often 
extremely congested stuff. Could clarity be expected? 

It is all very well to talk of " science " ; but science is 
knowledge, and what do we " know " of spiritualistic 
phenomena, except that they occur ? 

This uncertainty lies behind and is responsible for the 
lack of clarity with which all debate on the subject is 
~nshrouded, and acquaintance with its murky spaces 
increases one's gratitude to the man who has had the 
fortitude to traverse them, and to produce a record that 
can be used for reference. 

" This," explains the author, " is not an Encyclopa::dia 
of a movement but of a new science " ; but, though we 
may concede the science, one glance at his table of con
tents is proof of its unstatic condition. 

Why, the whole thing is in movement, it is alive with 
personalities as unstable as the waves of the sea I Even 
some, regarded as corner-stones in the new foundation, 
to-morrow may be too like a quicksand to support even 
a conjecture. 

It must be " of a movement," and therein lay its diffi
culty and the real credit for its achievement. 

Sir Oliver Lodge's friendly comment that Dr. Fodor's 
"scepticism does not quite come up to S.P.R. standard" 
is significant of the general instability. There is as yet 
no stamp for hall-marking even our " facts ;" since facts, 
according to some estimate, must always respond to 
demand like a bell to the pressing of a button. 
~~ n:r: ·Fod6r's sctuplllous~ fairness ' of its-elf -is 'p-rmJf-of 
this ; he is almost over-anxious to emphasise anything 
dubious in transmission. For example, in his account, 
F. J. Munnings is stripped of every shred of probity. 
Now, no one would enter a defence of Munnings' moral 
n~ture, but as a Medium he was quite exceptionally 
gifted, with a capacity, in the right surroundings, which 
made ridiculous the mere suggestion of fraud. 

Why such doubtful instruments have to be used from 
the other side one does not know ; we can only echo the 
sentiment of a pious Russian peasant on pulling his 
drunken parish priest out of the ditch, " It's not for the 
likes of us to ask what God's got to do with the likes of 
him." 

Dr. Fodor tells us that he has steered clear of Occultism, 
'!'?eosophy and Mysticism. Well, that in psychic matters 
1s~a difficult feat of navigation. 

What is Ocultism, for instance ? It once meant 
merely experimental science, something that was hidden. 

Encyclopadia of P{ychic Science. Nandor Fodor, LL.D. 
London. ·· Arthurs Press. 30/-. 

But what does it mean now? Is there anywhere that its 
borders and those of Spiritualism do not over-lap? We 
use the same terms, the same phrases, though not always, 
perhaps, with the same intent. 

Where, one wonders, did Dr. Fodor draw the line 
between Witchcraft, which appears in this volume, and 
Black Magic which is excluded ? And how could such 
Theosophists as Mme. Blavatsky-who is very sympath
etically treated-and Colonel Olcott have been left 
out ; or Swedenborg and even Lake Harris among the 
mystics? 

In these psychic matters we are as mixed up and muddled 
as were Christians in the Second Century, reaching out 
to mysteries imperfectly understood ; and we must 
remain so till able to differentiate between the effects 
available to our own spiritual capacities and those for 
which we have to seek outside assistance. 

Take levitation, for instance, to which Dr. Fodor has 
wo~thily .devoted som~ eight pages. Doubtless a simple 
affair, which can be achieved by means almost mechanical ; 
yet it has been attributed to the Devil, to the Angels, has 
been denied as a scientific impossibility, has caused heart
burnings among the devout as a Biblical miracle, a·nd 
cannot as yet be explained even by our sapient selves. 

Under "Apports" the author touches, in a quotation, 
an aspect generally ignored. John Watts, Mrs. Everitt's 
contr.ol, .questioned on the subject, said, " I do not approve 
of bringing them, for they are generally stolen." Showers 
of pearls were a commonplace at the seances of Stainton 
Moses, and stones of real value have frequently been 
deposited. It is a moral issue about which one would 
like to learn something from the other side. 

Seeing what derivatives it involves, the space allotted 
to " Prediction " might have been enlarged ; enough, at 
any rate, to include the well-attested prophecies as to the 
Polish-Russian campaign in 1920; remarkable because 
so contrary to expectation. The section does mention, 
however, the forecast by Andrew Jackson Davis in 1856 
of the motor car of to-day in exact detail, a passage which 
is seldom quoted, though perhaps the most remarkable 
on record. 

Davis might well be studied-big task though it be
by those seeking in Spiritualism for the shape of a new 
religion, since his Christianity was free from Jewish taint, 
and distinctly pre-Nica::an. 

Dr. Fodor has expressed his conviction that in the 
compiling of an Encyclopredia he should have been 
assisted by an editorial committee. 

The reviewer is conscious of a like requirement, since 
it is impossible to read through, in the available time, so 
vast a volume ; and while one's admiration is for all that 
it contains, one can mention little more than its exclusions. 

The space allotted to certain names seems somewhat 
disproportioned to their services, and some we have reason 
to leok -for- are omitted~ Mrs-5t._ Clair-5.to.har.t,_Miss_ _ 
Estelle Stead, James Coates, F. W. FitzSimons, E. W. 
Oaten, J. B. M'Indoe, The Rev. C. L. Tweedale-one 
of the most widely-read authors-and A. Campbell 
Holms-whose work is the nearest we had to an ency
clopa::dia-all seem more worthy of inclusion than some 
who appear. Some further bibliographies we would 
have welcomed. 

But these things are trifles compared with the debt 
we owe to Dr. Fodor for his book, which must be in the 
hands of everyone anxious to study the by-paths of Psychic 
Science, if only for the introduction it offers to forgotten 
sign posts on the way. 

INDEX FOR 1933 
An Index for Volume 53 of LIGHT (January to 

December, 1933) is now ready and is being issued 
to Subscribers. As in recent years, the Index has 
been prepared by Captain A. A. Carnell, Hon. 
Treasurer of the L.S.A. 
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ITALIAN NOTES 
By ISABEL EMERSON 

A SIGNIFICANT sign of the increasing interest of all 
classes of Italians in psychic matters is the fact that 

two important papers-La Nazione and II Mattino
recently published a series of seven articles entitled "Amono
the Spiritualists in London." The writer, Ernest~ 
Quadrone, was sent to report on the movement in London, 
its recognised centre. He visited various circles and 
attended the Armistice service in the Albert Hall, closing 
his experiences with a visit to Lady Conan Doyle. 

Although Quadrone professed to be wholly unbiassed, 
the tone of his earlier articles was somewhat ironical, 
doubtless because he had been badly advised in his search 
for information, and had consequently met with some 
unfortunate experiences. The tone changed completely 
in the last article when he described his visit to the Conan 
Doyle family and his first real contact with what he 
sought. 

" Must I then begin my inquiry all over again, following 
another road ? No. Spiritualism is a very serious 
matter. . . . We must hav·e faith and the revelation- will 
come of itself. . . . I shall never forget my visit to the 
home of the English writer, the home where his spirit 
returns to be near his dear ones. My inquiries could 
not have had a better epilogue. Had I begun at Lynd
hurst, perhaps I should have had fewer disillusions." 

The special correspondent is evidently deeply impressed, 
but in true Florentine style he prefers to leave his readers 
uncertain as to his ultimate conclusions. 

EXPERIMENTS IN TELEPATHY 
Dr. Emilio Servadio, editor of La Ricerca Psichica, has 

recently been in Florence. He is an eager and scientific 
student of all forms of psychology and psychic phenomena, 
and conducted a series of seances with the Medium Erto, 
on which he has published a brochure. 

Experiments in telepathy between Athens and Rome, 
similar to those already made between Athens and other 
capitals, will probably be organised at no distant date. 
They will be directed by Dr. Servadio (Rome) and Dr. 
Tanagra (Athens). 

Among the interesting articles in the December number 
of La Ricerca P sichica, is one by Prof. Bozzano on "Free 
will and clairvoyance of the future in the Lady Nona 
messages " ; one by Dr. Servadio on Rhabdomancy, 
which is coming into prominence in Italy; and, of 
special interest to English readers, one by Giovanni 
Pioli on " Tennyson's attitude towards experimental 
Spiritualism, as shown in his poem ' In Memoriam.' " 
An important feature of this review is the publication 
in every number of the portrait of some noted personality 
in the field of psychical research, witli ·a· short biographical 
sketch. Frederic Myers, Sir William Crookes, Russel 
Wallace have already been included, together with 
Cesare Lombroso, Schrenck-Notzing, Bozzano, etc. 

DISCOVERY OF THOUGHT TELEGRAPHY 
Prof. Callegaris, who a year ago took up certain experi

ments begun by Prof. Mingazzini in 1908, is now continu
ing them at the hospital of Santo Spirito in Rome. The 
basis of these experiments is the discovery of small circular 
plaques on the human skin which act as transmitters of 
thought waves of various lengths. 

Prof. Callegaris has demonstrated to the assembed 
doctors the possibility · of actually perceiving and inter
cepting thought rays. He selected a nurse casually from 
those employed at the hospital and placed her, blindfold, 
facing an individual who projected a thought ; she then 
described her sensati_ons : a burning at the tip of the tongue, 
pain in the face and left wrist, heaviness of the upper 
-hemicranium, while the lower felt light and empty. 
Soon afterwards she perceived the thought radiation 

from the person facing her, like a mass of white spiral 
rays in continual vibration. 

Prof. Callegaris has succeeded in causing these radia
tions to assume different forms, according as the trans
mitter thought of different letters of the alphabet. Thus · 
the form of radiation for each letter has been stabilised, 
and it will soon be possible to transmit luminous messages 
launched into space by thought radiation alone. In the 
same manner the sentiments of love, friendship, hate, 
etc., assume definite and individual forms in these radia
tions. 

Some time must necessarily elapse before this discovery 
can be put to practical use, but it is an important step 
that the principle has been experimentally demonstrated. 
(La Nazione, December, 1933.) 

A STRANGE CASE OF PREMONITION 
A woman went into hospital for treatment, leaving at 

home her husband and four children. One day she was 
suddenly seized with violent weeping and distress, de
claring that her youngest child, aged four, had fallen into 
the river and been drowned. In order to calm her and 
convince her that her fears were groundless, the doctors 
allowed her to pay a visit to her home, where she found 
all well, ·including the · youngest, whom she kissed and 
embraced repeatedly, returning to the hospital satisfied. 
A week later she received the news that this child had been 
drowned, exactly as she had foreseen.-(Mondo Occulto). 

DIRECT VOICE 
Dr. Amicarelli published in Ali de/ Pensiero an account 

of direct voice and other phenomena obtained by his 
small circle, which possesses three Mediums, he himself 
being gifted with mental, his wife with physical, and one 
of the circle with both kinds of mediumship. They 
have obtained apports, luminous phenomena, direct voice 
and direct writing. This last also took place simul
taneously at a distance of 100 kilometres from Oratino, in 
houses named by the communicating entity. 

The sitters all had their hands on the table, and no one 
was in trance. The luminous trumpets, which had been 
placed on another table against the wall, rose into the air 
and one remained suspended in front of Dr. Amicarelli 
while the voice spoke to him. It then moved in front of 
his wife, and a few words were addressed to her. After 
a long · discourse of a religious nature, the voice directed 
attention to a portrait of the spiritualist H. Meyer, saying 
that it would be illuminated and brought into the midst of 
the circle. Instantly a light shone out in the darkness, 
illuminating the portrait, which then detached itself 
from the wall and floated gently on to the central table. 
When the lights were turned up it was still there. 

A CLAIRVOYANT FRIAR 
The embargo placed some three years ago by the 

ecclesiastical · authorities on Padre Pio di Pietralcina has 
been removed, and he has been allowed to resume his 
priestly duties. The marvellous clairvoyant and healing 
powers of this saintly friar were much discussed at the time 
in the papers, and the people, who idolise him, are once 
more flocking to the monastery of San Giovanni Rotondo 
(Gargap.o) to enjoy the privilege of his ministrations.
(A/i de/ Pensiero). 

HAUNTED HOUSES 
A case of haunting lately gave rise to a lawsuit, and was 

reported at length in the papers. 
Spontaneous phenomena, such as loud noises and the 

throwing about of heavy objects,- had been taking place 
for some time in the house of Cav. Mario V ercelli, a 
blind ex-service man living at Merlazza in Piedmont. 
The parish priest was called in; and on. entering the empty 
house, saw to his surprise the electric ·light flash on 
simultaneously in all the rooms. He pronounced the 
usual formula · for exorcism, but after his. visit the dis:
turbances increased in violence, ·cries and groans were 
heard, blazing coals were fl.ung out of the fire, and ho.use-
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hold goods were burnt. As these were insured, the police 
interve~ed and the wife and fourteen-year-old daughter of 
V ercelli were accused of incendiarism. The Court 
found, however, that the ·damage was caused by " persons 
unknown," thus admitting the reality of the facts. 

Another case of haunting in a house at Barca near 
Turin, alt~10ug~ n~t presenting aqy outstanding features, 
led to a discussion in L a Stampa between Prof. Audenino, 
a well-known mental specialist, and Dr. Amicarelli, a 
surgeon of Oratino. The latter upholds the spiritualistic 
explanation of the phenomena, while the former, though 
not fully convinced of this, admits his belief in the reality 
of mediumistic phenomena, which he considers " worthy 
of study and divulgation." 

In a lonely house near Treviso, showers of stones 
fell every evening after dusk in the room where a woman 
was lying ill. In the courtyard of the same house, a 
large tub full of water was seen to move about when 
no one was near, twirling round as if dancing, overturning 
and righting itself, without a drop of water being spilled. 
In another house, members of the family were pelted with 
stones, which however did not hurt them and which they 
saw fall on the floor and vanish. Certain persons picked 
up some of the stones and put them aside, but these van
ished also. Others picked ·up stones which apparently · 
fell from the ceiling and afterwards changed from white 
to black. 

These are only a few of the cases reported in Mondo 
Occulto as occurring in various parts of the country. It 
would be interesting to discover why this particular type 
of phenomena is so common in Italy while other forms 
predominate elsewhere. 

MISS MARGARET UNDERHILL 
In response to many requests, Miss Margaret V. 

Underhill gave a drawing-room talk in Florence on 
January 11th, to a large and interested audience, many 
of whom knew very little of psychic subjects, but were 
eager to learn. · 

Miss Underhill began by explaining that she and Miss 
MacGregor work entirely on mental . lines, their chief 
object being to promote soul-growth during this present 
life. After naming the various forms of mental medium
ship--clairaudience, clairvoyance, psychometry, trance, 
telescopic vision, diagnosis, healing (spiritual and mag
netic), soul-travelling, automatic and inspirational writing 
-the lecturer enlarged on some of these, illustrating her 
points by cases which had come within her own ex
perience, She then dealt with the oft-repeated questions : 
" Have we the right to communicate with the departed ?" 
and " Is it dangerous to cultivate our psychic powers ? " 
These definite forces, she said, are neither good nor bad 
in themselves ; the danger lies in dabbling or approaching 
the subject ignorantly or frivolously. Knowledge is a 
safeguard. We must learn to discriminate, to know 
w1ience our messages"'come, and- to reckon witlr ou.r own~ 
subconscious mind. If we keep well-balanced, the de
velopment of the psychic forces may be a great gain in 
every way, and communication with those beyond the veil 
may bring joy and help to them and us. 

Miss Underhill closed her talk by reading extracts from 
the messages she had received, the keynote of which was 
always progress and growth. • 

Many of those present responded to the invitation to 
ask questions, and Mr. Kelway Bamber, who js staying in 
Flore?ce, gave a striking testimony from his own .recent 
expenence. 

MANCHESTER PROPAGANDA LECTURES 
. A new series of Sunday lectures was begun at Ardwick 

Picture Theatre, Manchester, on Sunday last, under the 
auspices of the Manchester Spiritualists' Central Propa
ganda Committee. Mr. Ernest Oaten presided; and the 
speakers were Mr. F. T. Blake, of Bournemouth, and Mr. 
Ernest A. Keeling, of Liverpool. The soloist was Miss 
Jessie Horne. . 

THE DIVINING ROD 
MONSIEUR RAOUL MANTANDON, in support of 

the contention that the movements of the divining 
rod are not due to unconscious muscular action, quotes 
in P.[ychica (Dec. 1933) from an article by M. Jean Tenailk 
He says: 

"Before the War, when I was in. Western Canada, I 
went to see a rancher, who was, I was told, a well-known 
Dowser. He most willingly gave me several demon
strations of his skill. I thereupon got him to draw up 
veritable subterranean maps, of the water courses and 
subsequent investigation proved them to be remarkably 
accurate. 

" He worked with a piece of forked wood, but showed 
me that an iron ring also gave good results, whereas 
those from copper wire were less reliable. I then asked 
him to clench his hands so as to prevent the movements 
of the iron ring with which he was just then working. 
The ring slipped from beneath his grip ; I therefore told 
him to relax his grip, and I myself stood in front of him 
and satisfied myself that it required quite a considerable 
force to withstand the downward thrust of the ring. 

"Then I _?egged him ~o resume the forked twig and to 
try.to~keep .. it .from mov111g. He too.k .a fairly stout one, 
the ends in his hands having a' diamei:e'r "'cif about 2 cm:~ 
with a length of say 40cm. Although the swelling of 
his muscles and of his veins showed that he was putting 
forth considerable effort, nevertheless, the branch dipped. 

" Distinctly intrigued, I thereupon covered his hands 
with my own and gripped as hard as I could. It was 
strange to see how this piece of wood struggled against 
our efforts, the ends of it succeeding by their suppleness 
in making a movement of a few centimetres. We then 
exerted still more resistance, whereupon to our profound 
stupefaction the twig managed to regain the upright 
position : it had · turned within its bark, which outer 
covering had remained unmoved in our hands. " 

'dfie--. 
NEU -VITA 
EYE BOOK 

Do Your Eyes Trouble You? 
Then you need our Eye Book. It describes a 
system of massage which, delicate as the touch 
of a_b.utterfly.:S_w.iog,_sggt~s the OQtic nerves 
and sets new blood and Fresh Life Force 
coursing through the numerous channels to 
nourish and strengthen every part of the eye. 
By this means the eyes takt: on their correct 
shape, and near-sight, far-sight, squint, astig
matism and other defects are remedied. 

A few minutes daily .... simple ••.. self-applied treatment 
ii:i your own time and home .... at your own convenience 
.... is all that is necessary ••.. and the cost is insignificant. _ 

SEND FOR OUR EYE BOOK (PUB
LISHED AT I/-) FREE 

Send your name and address with · 3d. (6d. if 
abroad) postage stamps to : 

NEU-VITA 
('Dept. B.B. 34) 

52-152, CENTRAL BUILDINGS, LONDON BRIDGE 
LONDON, S.E.1. ENGLAND 
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LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE 
16, ·Queensberry Place, South Kensington, S.W.7. 

President: RoBER7 FIBLDING-OULD M.A., M.D., M R.C.P. 
Vice-PreJident: SIR ERNEST BENNET'f, M .P 

Hon. T;elJ$ CAP'I. A. A. CARN6LL. Hon. Librarian: S. DB BRATH, M.l.C E. 
Seaetary : MBRCT PHILLIMORB. 

Hour1: DAILY 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. SATURDAYS 10 a.m. to 1 p.m 
Telephone : Kensington 3758. Telearam; : Survival, London 

Established 1884. Incorporated 1896. 
MEMBERSHIP FEE : ONE GUINEA PER ANNUM 

dates from month after enrolment, include• use of Library, admisaion to 
all ordinary meetiniZs. use of rooms and facilities for sittings with approved 
mediums. Memhen resident abroad may have use of Library. . 

LIBRARY CATALOGUE (Classified) 2/10 post free. 

Private Sittings Daily with approved Mediums, including 
Mrs. Abbott, Miss Naomi Bacon, Mrs. Garrett, Mrs. Mason, 
Ruth Vaughan. 

Home Circles. Apply to Setretary for information. 
Development of Psychic Faculties 

Wednesdays at 3 p.m. MR. A. VoUT Pimms. 

FREE PUBLIC LECTURES WITH DEMONSTRATIONS OF 
CLAffiVOYANCE 

Tuesdays at 7 .30 p.m. 
Jan. 30th-Address. MR. W. H. EVANS. 

Clairvoyance. MRS. LIVINGSTONE. 
Wednesday Afternoon Meetings. 

January 31st, at 6 p.m. 
MRS. ALICE BAILEY will give the first of two addresses on 

"The Nature of the Soul." · 
Admission including tea, served between 3.45 and 4.45, 
Members 1/-. Non-Members 2/-. 

LECTURES 
Thursdays at 8.16 p.m. Members free, non-members 2/-. 
Feb. 8th. DR. ALEXANDER CANNoN• (Author of" The Invisible 

Influence,") on "Telepathy, the Master of Destiny," with 
Demonstrations, Hypnotic and Musical, recorded on the· 
"Psychograph," an instrument invented by Dr. Cannon. 

Chair: MR. H. F. PREVOST BATIERSBY. 
•Members and their friends only wlll be admitted. 

Feb. 22nd. DR. OscAR PARKES on "The Art of Healing, 
Orthodox and Unorthodox." Chair: MRS. VIOLET FORMAN. 

March 8th. Mrss OLIVE PrxLBY on "The Law of Transmutation." 
Chair: DR. FIELDING-0ULD. 

March 22nd. MR. CYRIL Scorr (Composer) on "Some OcC)l]t 
Aspects of Music." Chair: LADY HARRIS. 

SYLLABUS ON APPLICATION; 

THE EXISTENCE OF GOD 
THE second session of LS.A. Free Public Meetings 

began on Tuesday (23rd January), when Mr. W. H. 
Evans, who is again the speaker, gave an address on 
" The Existence of God." Although there is a strong 
tendency to separate psychic phenomena from religion, 
be said, to many people their chief interest lies in the 
support they give to their religious convictions. This 
cannot be ignored ; for, after the scientist has don.e 
with the phenomena-that° is, if he can finish his- study
there remains a number of problems which cry out for 
attention. The philosophic implications lead one to the 
realm of religion ; for, after we have proved that man is 
a spirit with definite relationships to another phase of 
existence, the old religious problems obtrude themselves 
and cannot be dismissed. Every careful thinker is 
desirous of getting some sort of foundation upon which 
be may build-however temporary it may be-a structure 
of thought that will give him light and encouragement to 
face the difficulties of life. For this purpose, he endea
vours to go back in thought to the foundation of things, 
and in so doing finds he is drawing very near to religion. 

Broadly speaking, I think we may say that it is not the 
Reality which the term "God" conveys to the mind which 
is in question, but rather the varying conceptions which 
men have of it. The Atheist prates about Nature, and 
in his conception it takes the place of the God of the re
ligious man. He knows there · is a " something," but 
he cannot say what it is. We can commend his humility 
out not' his dogmatism about there being no God, any 

more than we can commend those who dedare the Atheist 
is a lost soul. All are seekers for light, and those on the 
path know that charity is the first essential in the search 
for truth. 

Religion puts forward certain propositions about God, 
declaring He is this or that. Let us be humble and, in 
face of Infinitude, recognise our intellectual limitations. 
We know so little; still there are certain facts in Nature 
which suggest that there is an Intelligence which operates 
and directs life. The most important and significant 
facts in Nature are those of life and consciousness. With
out these, there would be no problems, and a dead universe 
would be equivalent to a non-existing one. It is life 
and consciousness which gives reality to all that is. I 
do not think that we need ask from whence. life and 
consciousness are derived-they are not derivations but 
primal realities, without which nothing has any meaning. 
Because we are alive and conscious, we accept them ; 
and he who talks about their derivation has not grasped 
the real meaning of his existence. Life, consciousness, 
and substance, are the everlasting _triad, and must forever 
manifest themselves in form. ---

The difficulty with many is the question of personality. 
They assume that if God be infinite, He cannot be personal. 
But we are personal, and may not our personalities be 
simply minor manifestations of the greater ? Remember, 
it is because we are personally conscious, that we are able 
to reason and ask these questions. Are we to assume 
that the spark is greater than the flame ? For that is 
what quibbling about personality amounts to. Let us 
look at a few facts and see if they convey any hint of the 
existence of this Reality which religion calls God. 

EVIDENCE THROUGH MRS. ABBOTT 
WE have received the following notes of evidence 

received during sittings with Mrs. Abbott, from a 
lady who desires that her name should not be published,. 
but who is willing that her signed letter may be seen by 
any interested inquirer:-

" I begin with a short account of the general con
ditions. We have chiefly communicated with my own 
father, who passed over eight months ago, and with my 
husband's first wife, who went on four years ago. My 
husband knew my father, but I had never seen his first 
wife. I call the male spirit X, and the female Y. 

"(1) My husband and I were sitting together with 
Mrs. Abbott, when Y said that she was very worried 
about her Mother who, in the last two or three weeks, 
had been suffering from a pain in the left side, just below 
the heart, and going through her from the front to the 
back. Neither of us had seen this lady for three months, 
nor had we heard from her or- anyone connected with 
her. When we had last seen her, she emphasised how 
very well she w11s _feeling. On enquiry from her living 
daughter, we learned that, for the first time in her life, 
she had been suffering from exactly the kind of trouble 
mentioned by Y, and for the period of time indicated. 

" (2) I was sitting alone with Mrs. Abbott, and Y talked 
to me for some time, I taking verbatim notes. My 
husband was subsequently much impressed by the fact 
that Y's language was very characteristic of her-a racy 
kind of speech, full• of quaint and unusual expressions ; 
but he said that one expression used by the spirit-namely 
that something was a ' Dutch puzzle ' to her-was quite 
unfamiliar to him. This expression had struck me, for 
I do not remember ever having heard anyone use it. 
Y's sister could not recall ever having heard her say these 
words ; but her mother clearly recollected having heard 
her once speak of a friend's writing as being ' like a Dutch 
puzzle.' I think you will find this very important, as I
never met Y during her life here, and bad only met her 
mother and sister once, for ten minutes, prior to this 
incident. · . 

" (3) i was sitting alone with Mrs. Abbott, and asked 
X if he had any message for one of my brothers, simply 

(Continued on Pa~e 62) 
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jlirttit>b <lCoUege of ~i>!'tbit 
&cttnrt 

15, QUEEN'S GATE, LONDON, S.W.7. 
(Telephone: Western 3981) 

Hon. Principal : Mrs. CHAMPION DE CRESPIGNY 
Secretary : Mrs. M. HANKEY 

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS 

MRS. MASON Trance 
MISS FRANCIS Trance 
MRS. BARKEL Trance 
MISS NAOMI BACON Trance 
!\.IRS. HIRST Trance 
MISS JACQUELINE Clairvoynnce, Psycbometr} 
MRS. VAUGHAN Mental Medlumsblp 
THE RO HAM AH, RHAMAH Clairvoyance 
MR. SHARPLIN Diall,nosls, Heallnll 
Appoimments may also be booked with Mrs. ANNIE JOHNSON 
Mrs. BRITTAIN, f\liss FRANCE~ CAMPBELL, Mioo THOMA~. 
Miss GEDDES, and SHRI PUROHIT SWA!\II. 

DIRECT VOICE 
APPOINTMENTS MAY NOW BE BOOKED WITH MRS. 
PERRIMAN BY MEMBERS OF THE COLLEGE ONLY. 

LECTURE 

Wednesday, January 31st, at 8.15 p.m. Mr. EVAN POWELL 
"PHYSICAL .PHENOMENA FROM THE POINT OF VIEW 

OF THE MEDIUM." 
(Visitors, 1/-.) 

GROUP CLAIRVOYANCE - ~ -

Limited to ten sitters. Seats must be booked 
Friday, J anuary 26th, at 5 p.m. Mrs. M. KELLAND 
Friday, February 2nd, at 5 p.m. Mr. T. AUSTIN 
CLASSES FOR DIAGNOSIS, HEALING AND DIETETICS 

The Secretary will be Qlad to receive enquiries from anyone 
Interested In a training class now belnll, formed under the 
direction of COUNT RICHARD HAMILTON. 

NEW SYLLABUS ON APPLICATION 

Marylebone Spiritualist Association 
LIMITED BY GUARANTEB 

SUNDAYS at 7 p.m. at 

QUEEN'S HALL 
LANGHAM PLACE, W. I. 

Sun., Jan. 28th, at 7 p.m. Speaker: Mr. SHAW 
Clairvoyante: Mrs. Estelle Roberts. DESMOND 
Sun., Feb. 4th, at 7 p.m. Speaker: Mr. LEWIS 
Clairvoyante: Mrs. Annie Johnson. )EFFERSON 

For particulars of weekday activities at Headquarters, 
Marylebone House, 42, Russell Square, W.C.I. 

Apply Secretary : MUSEUM 0676. 

~bt 'W. «. gs,ttab' jljureau & 1Lihrarp 
5, SMITH SQUARE, WESTMINSTER 

(Entrance North Street.) Telephone : Vie. 0567. 
Hon. Secretary : Miss ESTELI;E STEAD. 

HOURS: MONDAY to FRIDAY, 11 a.m. till 6 p.m. 

The Lending Library contains over a thousand volumes. 

SPECIAL NOTICE. There are a few vacancies In the Develop
ment Class on Monday Afternoons at 3 p.m. 

Private sittings can be arranged with well-knowfl mediums for Psvchic 
Photography, Trumpet, Clairvoyance, Psychometry, Automatic wtltina. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY at 3 p.m. Circle for Clairvoyance. 
Limited to 8 persons. Members, 3/-; Non-Members, 4/-. 

JAN. 31 Mrs. HINES. 
FEB. 7 Mrs. COOKE. 

LIBRARY "AT HOMES" on alternate Fridays, 3 to 5.30 p.m. 
Reception and ll,eneral talk 3 to 3.30 p.m. , followed by Lecture, 
Discussion and Tea. Members, 1/- ; Non-Members, 2/-. 

FEB, 9th Mrs. SHARPLIN 
(TRANCE ADDRESS) 

Chair: Mrs. CORELLI GREEN. 

LECTURE AND STUDY GROUP, directed by IVAN COOKE, 
Esq., Commencin~ January l!lth, at 5 p.m. 
THEME: Preparatfon for Medlumshlp Course of 7 Lectures, 
Members, 7/-; Non-Members, 10/6. Single Lecture, 
Members, I/- ; Non-Members, 1/6. 

For particulars r1 Developing Classes and other activities 
Apply Ser.retary, W.T.S. BUREAU, 5, SMITH SQUARE, 

SYLLABUS ON APPLICATION. 

SPIRITUALIST COMMUNITY 

·G ROTRIAN HALL 
II 5, WI GM ORE STREET, W. i. 

President : Chairman & Leade.- : Hon. Treasurer: 
HANNEN SWAffER MRS. ST. CLAIR STODARl' W. T. LIVINGSTON 
Secretary: Miss F. V. GREGORY. Telephone: 6814 WELBECK 

. SUNDAY, JANUARY 28th, 1934. 

11 a.m.-Mrs. St. Clair Stobart. 
Clairvoyance : Mrs. Annie Johnson. 

6.30 p.m.-Mr. Ernest Hunt. 
Clairvoyante : Mrs. Annie Johnson. 

Sunday, Feb. 4th, at 11 a.m. Mr. R. DIMSDALE STOCKER 
Clairvoyante : Mrs. Esta Cassel. 

Sundoy, Feb. 4th, at 6.30 p.m. .. .. Mr. SHAW DESMOND 
Clairvoyant: Mr. Thomas Wyatt. 

Silver Collection on entry 

OPEN MEETINGS 
Mondays, 6 .. 30 p.m. Wednesdays, 12.30 p.m. 
ORGAN RECITAL. ADDRESS. _ 
QUESTIONS ANSWERED. CLAIRVOYANCE. 

Admission Free. 

PSYCHIC BOOKSHOP, Open daily (SATURDAYS 
EXCEPTED) 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Monday. WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES 
2.30.,.--4 p.m.-Mrs. Livingstone, by appointment. 

2.30 p.m. Mrs. Bird's Ladies' Healing Circle. For 
appointments write to Mrs. Moysey (Hon. Secretary). 

3.,.--4 p.m.-Mrs. St. Clair Stobart welcomes inquirers. 

6.30 p.m.-Open Meeting in the Grotrian Hall. 

7 p.m. Mrs. Bird's Ladies' Healing Circle. For appoint
ments write to Miss Robertson (Hon. Secretary). 

8 p.m.-Mr. Hendry's class for development of the 
healing faculty. 

Tuesday. 2 p.m.-Mrs. Gray's Private Healing Treatment. 
For particulars, write to Mrs. Gray. 

Wednesday. 12.30-1.30 p.m.-Open Meeting in Grotrian 
Hall. 

3.,.--4 p.m.-Mrs. St. Clair Stobart welcomes inquirers. 

Thursday. 7 p.m.-Mrs. Bird's Mixed Healing Circle. 
For appointments, write to Miss Michell (Hon. 
Secretary). 

Friday. 

3-=4 p.m.=-Mrs:- St. - elair- Stoba:rt welcomes- inquirers;-
6.30 p.m.-Students' Class. 

Wednesday Circles (limited to eight sitters). Members, 3s. ,. 
Non-Members, 4s. 

January 31st 2.30-Mrs. Rose Livingstone. 

6.30-Mrs. Kingstone. 

By Appointment : 
Mr. Glover Botham 
Mrs. Esta Cassel 
Mrs. Annie Johnson 
Mrs. Rose Livingstone 
Miss Lily Thomas 

Mr. Thomas 

Miss Frances Campbell 
Mrs. Fillmore 
Mr. Horace Leaf 
Mrs. Helen Spiers 
Mrs. Beatrice Wilson 

Wyatt 

To facilitate the work of the Stewards at the Sunday 
Services, members are asked to bring with them their tideets 

of membership. 

(SOCIETY ARRANGEMENTS CONTINUED ON PAGE 63) 
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''PSYCHIC SCIENCE '' 
Editor STANLEY DE BRATH, M.l.C.E. 

QUARTERLY TRANSACTIONS OF THE BRITISH COLLEGE OF PSYCHIC SCIENCE, LTD. 
Hon Principal: Mrs. CHAMPION DE CRESPIGNY, Secretary: Mrs. M. W. HANKEY. 

15, QUEEN'S GATE, LONDON, S.W.7. 

VOLUME ·XII. No. 4. (Illustrated) JANUARY, 1934 

CONTENTS 
FRONTISPIECE 
EDITORIAL NOTES 
" Some Katie King Phenomena " 

RUTH VAUGHAN 

(Eight Illustrations.) -----" Katie King Materialisations " 
"The Aura" 

SIGNOR BOZZANO ~ 

" Psychometric Experiments with Ruth Vaughan" 
(Illustrated.) 

DR. W. G. RICHARDS 
LT.-CoL. N. P. CLARKE 

"Psychic Experiences from Norway " PROF. I. GRONDAHL 
Annual Meeting and Mediums' Reception NELLIE TOM-GALLON 

Notes by the Way, Book Reviews, Library Notices, 
Index to Volume XII. 

BEST PSYCHIC QUARTERLY IN THE WORLD 
2/9 POST PREE 

EVIDENCE THROUGH MRS. ABBOTT 
(Continued from pa~e 60) 

calling him by his name, and giving no indication whatso
ever as to where he was living. X immediately and 
correctly stated that he was living in one of our colonies, 
and sent the following message: 'Tell P. that I am very 
pleased withthe prominence he has given my photograph ; 
I like it.' 

" I must here explain that I have never visited my 
brother, who has been abroad for seven years, nor has 
any member of my family nor any friend. A survey of 
his letters to me showed me that never, before or since 
my father's passing, has he made any reference even to 
possessing a photograph of my father, much less to any 
disp_psitfop_ of it. l _s_ep.t him a copy _.of t4e ..nq_te~ t~t) 
made during the sitting, and have just received the follow
ing reply. 

"'It is amazing about the photograph. We have a 
large one of him taken in 1929, and last winter, when we 
repapered the dining room, I immediately hung Daddy's 
photograph in the centre, over the sideboard-which is 
the most prominent position in the house for a portrait. 
Needless to say, we have both looked at and spoken to 
that photograph a great deal since May' (the month of 
X's passing). He then gives a sketch of three walls of 
the dining room, in which the photograph of my father 
can be seen, hanging as the centre and climax of a grouping 
of six family photographs." 

We are informed that a home of rest for those requiring 
tranquility and daily spiritual treatment is being prepared 
and is to be opened at Streatham, London, in February. 
It will be known as " The Haven,'' and is an extension 
of the work commenced by Mrs. G. Ray Richmond 
under the name of Carrayman's Healing Centres. The 
Hon. Secretary's present address is 309 Upper Richmond 
Road, Putney, London, S. W.15. 

11/- YEARLY 

OUT-OF-THE-BODY EXPERIENCE 

A correspondent, Mrs. F. Shepherd, sends us an account 
of the following out-of-the-body experience. 

" I had had a severe shock,'' she writes, " when I 
suddenly noticed that I was breathing in a strange way, 
and with the last conscious breath I found myself slipping 
out of the top of my head. I was an exact counterpart 
of the body that lay upon the bed. I could see that it 
had its eyes and mouth closed, and that I was co.9 . ...r1ected 
with it by some kind of cord. I tried in vain to make 
myself known to the people in the room, who took no 
notice of me whatever. My mind was very active; I 
wished to recover the use of my body, and knew that in 
order to enter it again I must get round to the foot end 
of the figure. Movement was difficult in what appeared 
to be a very heavy atmosphere, but eventually I reached 
the right position ; whereupon I seemed to dissolve 
into a quick-silver-like fluid and slipped into my body 
by the toes. I advanced until I reached the centre of 
the body where the cord was fixed, after which I was 
my corporeal self once more." 

J. S. P. R. PLAYERS 
Mr. C. Harman Phelps, producer of London's latest 

professional and amateur dramatic society, reports that 
rehearsals of their production of Sutton Vane's famous 
play " Outward Bound,'' to be presented at the Phoenix 
Theatre, Charing Cross Road, London, on Sunday 
(28th January) are now almost finished. As bookings have 
been beyond the expectations of the society, " House 
Full" is sincerely hoped for. The performance is in aid 
of the funds of the Jewish Society for Psychic Research. 

* * * 
A lady whose husband was nearly blind before " passing 

over,'' writes to say that in many communications received 
from him she has been assured that he now " can see 
and hear better than he ever could in ·this world." 
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Ul:bt J..onbon &ptrttuar Jltssion 
13, PEMBRIDGE PLACE, BAYSWATER, W.2. 

Sunday, January 28th, at 11 a.m:' •. Mr. H. ERNEST HUNT 

., at 6.30 p.m. . • Mr. PERCY SCHOLEY 

Wed., Jan. 31st, at 7.30 p.m. Clairvoyance. Mrs. E. CANNOCK 
Silver Collection. 

TO-DAY (FRIDAY) at 8 p.m. 
LECTURE by 

MR. H. ERNEST HUNT 
on 

"SPIRITUALISM & ITS MENTAL PHENOMENA" 
Admission by Ticket 

l»imbltbon ~plritualist Cburcb 
(Acceptin1 th• Leatkrship qf J•sw Ch..Ut) 

136, HARTFIELD RD., WIMBLEDON, S.W.19. 

Sunday, Jan. 28th, at 11 a.m. Mr. T. W. ELLA 
Address. 

Sunday, Jan. 28th, at 6.30 p.m. • • Mr. V. E. KENNEDY 
Address, Spirit-descriptions and Messages. 

Wedneaday, Jan. 31st, at 7.30 p.m. Mr. C. GLOVER BOTHAM 
Address, Spirit-degcriptions and Mesaages. 

HEALING.-No charge, Monday and Thnrsday, 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Wednesday, 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

Fundamentals of Mind, Life and Business 
SIX LECTURES AT THE STUDIO, 
20, Woodstock Road, Bedford Park, W.4. 

by 

H. ERNEST HUNT 
THURSDAYS AT 8. COMMENCING FEBRUARY 1st 
Fee 21/-. Tickets, full synopsis, and particulars from Secretary 

BURSTOW MANOR, HORLEY, SURREY, 
offers Hospitality and Retreat for those 
seeking Recuperation, Spiritual and Psychic 

Unfoldment, or Healing. 
Leader: Mrs. Grace Cooke. (Smallfield 33.) 

-~-

Kindly Mention "Light" 

when communicating 

with Advertisers. 

Cla~stfttb abbtrtisemcnts 
Classified Advertisements, which must be prepaid, 1/- per line (Average I 

words per line). Minimum 2/-. Send with remittance to ADVERTISEMENT 
MANAGER "LIGHT," 16, Queen•berry Place, S.W.7 Phone: Kensington 
8758,. 

Advertisements given over the 'phone cannot be 11,uaranteed unles• 
confirmed In writing. · 

Jfltbtums 
HORACE LEAF. Dally, Monday to Friday, 10.30-5.30, or by appoint· 
ment. Developing Clase, Tuesdayb8 p.m., 2/-. Psychometry Wednes
day, S p.m., 2/- Psychometry y post, 5/-. Clairvoyance (Trance) 
8 p.m., 3/6 Friday. Healing. Ps;vchic Correspondence Course, particulars on 
application. Grotrian Hall (Studio No. S), l15, Wigmore Street, London, W.l. 
Wolbeck 7382. 

NAOMI BACON (Trance Medium). Can be seen by appointment 
at the London Spiritualist Alliance, 16, Queensberry Place, S.W.7. (Kens. 3758) 
and at The British College of Psychic Science, 15, Queen's Gate, S.W.7. 
(W e1tern 8981 ). 

T. E. AUSTIN holds every Thursday a Developing Class at 3 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. and Public Clairvoyance and Psychometry on Sundays at 7 p.m. 
Private Sittings, Trance and Normal by appointment.-23, Upper Addison 
Gardens, W.14. Park 8345 

PSYCHOMETRY from small articles worn or used, letters or wrldna. 
Readings resumed a1 usual. Send postal order 2s. 6d. otamped envelope 
appreciated. Janet Lamenby, 4, Darley Drive, West - Derby, Liver. 
pool. (31) 

MARIAN MORETON. At Home Dally. CLAIRVOYANCE. 81, 
Westbourne Terrace, W.C.2. (Near Lancaster Gate Station). Paddington 0597. 

B. D. MANSFIELD, Trance Medium, holds a Public Seance every 
Wednesday and Friday at 8 p.m. Fee 2/-. Thursday-. Psychometry at 
3 and 8 p.m., I/-. Healing by appointment no charge is made. Private 1ittings 
by appomtment. 118, Belgrave Road, S.W.1. (46) 

GERALD DE BEAUREPAIRE, Clairvoyance, Psychometry, Trance, 
Group Seancea, Developing Classes. Clients visited. Postal Psychometry 2/8 
Public Clairvoyance. Lectures. 62, Foxbourne Road, Balham, S.W.17. 
Telephone : Streatham 78'8. (898) 

~irdes 
ALFRED VOUT PETERS 

Holds a public Circle every Monday at 8, at 51, Hunter Street 
Brunawick Square, London, W.C.I. 

~strologp anb jlumtrologp 
SUBMIT Time, Date, Place of Birth, Sex. 5/· P.O. Horoscope alid 1 
year's forec:ist. Vaughan, 93, Cowjplte, Norwich. 

ASTROLOGY. Accurate advice given, send correct blrthdate, full 
name, 2/6 stamp. Haines, Sheencroft, Christchurch Road, Eaat Sheen, S.W.14. 

~trbitt ~uitt1' 
QUEEN'S GATE.-Furnlshed service suites and rooms. Suites from 
{,_3 Ss. Od. Rooms from 25/-. Constant hot water, fitted basins, etc. All meals 
if required. Mra. Nelson, I Queen's Gate Terrace, S.W.7. '795 Western. 

&tasibt-anb- ~ountr-p- ~ottls, 
apartmtnts, ttt. 

LONDON 
"LILY HURST," Health Culture Hydro, 95, Upper Tulse fill, 
S.W.2. for a sun bathing rest cure holiday. Solario Garden Chalets. Non
meat cuisine. From 2l guineas. W. S. Hendry. Tulse Hill 80,5. (925) 

SUSSEX 
" YOUR SPIRITUAL HOME." All Bedrooms hot and cold water, 
electric light, gas fires, pure, varied/. generous diet. Write for tariff-Mr 
and Mrs. Massingham, 16 and 17, Norfolk Terrace, Bri11hton. (24) 

:§llisctllaneous 
PHYSICIAN RECEIVES ONE PATIENT In his House, with or 
without own Nurse.-" Physician," High House, lsleham, Ely. 

MRS. GRACE COOKE, ChanQe of Address: To Bnrstow Manor, 
Herley, Surrey. (Smallfield 33) 

GREY OR FADED HAIR: healthful, natural remedy, not a dye or 
stain, certain and safe, booklet free. Bottles 3/- and 7 /6, post free. Ple:iae 
write, M. NEAL, 179, Sutherland Avenue, London, W.9. 

OAH SP E 8/- Cloth, 12/- Rexin!z rd. comers, red-11ilt 
by post 6d. extra. KOSMON MANUAL 

No. I, or Life Consciousness and Persistence, 1/6 ppr., 2/i poat free, 
The KOS.MON PllESS, 39, CHESTNUT ROAD, S.E.271 
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BOOKS OBTAINABLE FROM THE 

L. S. A. PU B L IC AT I 0 NS LTD. 
16, QUEENSBERRY PLACE, LONDON, S.W.7. 

My Philosophy-Sir Oliver Lodge .. - 21 /6 
The Rock of Truth-J. Arthur Findla y 6 ;'(1 
On the Edge of the Etheric-J. A

0

rthur 
F indlay . . 

The Unbroken Melod v of Life- John G. 
Findlay - . . 

Opening the Psychic Door-F. W. Fitz-
S imons .. 

The Supernormal-G. C. Barna rd .. 
Health-R. H. Saunders 
Healing Through Spirit A gency - R. H. 

4/-

3{1 0 

13/-
8/-
6 /6 

Psychical Research-Prof. Hans. Driesch . . 
The Cleophas Scripts by Geraldine 

Cummins: 
1. The Scripts of Cleophas 
:!. Paul in Athens (chea p edition) 
3. The Great Days of Ephesus . . 

The Road to Immorta lity - Geraldine 
Cummins 

He Became Man-F. H. Haines 
A Voice from Hea ven-F. H. Haines 

Saunders 3/10 
Ahmed's Daughter (Novel)-Hora ce Leaf 616 The Candle of the Lord-W. H. Evans 
Proof-Rev. v. G. Duncan o/6 Life Beyond Death-with Evidence-Rev . 
We Are Here-Judge Dahl 4/- C. Drayton Thomas · 
Dreams of Udar (Poe1ns)-Margaret V.-- Man's Survival After Death - Rev. C. L. 

Underhill 6 /4 -w~e 

WORKS BY STAINTON l\'IOS ES 
Spirit Teachings (Tenth Edition) . . 6 /6 More Spirit Teachings .. 
Pearls of Great Price (Selected passages Stainton Moses (His Life and Work) 

from" Spirit Teachings") 7d. 

THE LS.A. BOOKLETS 
l/l each. S /6 the set of five 

6/ fl 

Ia/-
6 /6 
8/-

6/6 
8/-
4/6 

3/10 

4/-

11/-

1./-
ltd. 

1. Human Survival and Its Implications. Helen 
A. Dallas. 

2. The Mental Phenomena of Spiritualism. 

4. The Psychic Faculties and Their Develop
ment-Helen IvlacGregor and Margaret V. 
Underhill . . . . 

Rev. C. Drayton Thomas. 6. Demonstrated Survival : Its Influence on 
8. The Physical Phenomena of Spiritualism. 

Stanley de Brath. 
Science, Philosophy and Religion . Sir 
Oliver Lodge. 

Listening in-Olive C. B. Pixley 1/1 Objections to Spiritualism Answered 
Helen A. Dallas 1/2 

(ALL PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE) 

I 

11 
II 

X 
"Whoever has read 'Ramsden' and 'Om,' 

these vital stories of Asiatic adventures, 

will want to read Talbot Mundy's !ates~ 

book.''-OccuLT REVIEW. 

----- Seven & Sixpence=~:::::~~ 

THE LION OF PETRA, 6/
CA VES OF TERROR I WHEN TRAILS WERE NEW 

7/6 7/6 

·Other Novels by TALBOT MUNDY are: 

(. 1. D. 7/6 
OM (15th thous.) 3/6 

RUNG HO (8th thous.) 2/
RAMSDEN (11th thous.) 2/6 

THE LO$T TROOPER 2/6 
THE HUNDRED DAYS 2/6 

THE WOMAN AYISHA 2/6 
QUEEN CLEOPATRA (8th thous.) 2/6 
HIRA SINGH'S TALE (8th thou.r.) 2/

GUHS OF THE GOD§ (6th thou.r.) 3/6 
THE NINE UNKNOWN (10th thou.r.) 2/
BLA(K LIGHT 7 /6. .JUNGLE .JEST 6/

THE EYE OF %EITOON (6th tho11.r.) 3/6 
MARRIAGE OF MELDRUM STRANGE 6 /

KING OF THE KHYBERREFLES(17 thou.) 2/-,2/6 

All Obtainable at your Bookseller or Library. 

HUTCHINSON 

Revelation of Inner 
History Behind 

CORINTHIAN 
EPISTLES 

"THE GREAT DAYS OF EPHESUS" 
(Scripts of Cleophas) 

GERALDINE CUMMINS 
Introduction by E. B. GIBBES 

(With a Critical Foreword by a 
distinguished Theological Expert) 

A brilliant picture is drawn of the worship of Diana, 
of the various pagan cults, of the philosophers, magicians 
and Mystery-worshippers. Episodes are revealed which, 
it is alleged, led to St. Paul's ordinances concerning women. 

RIDER & Co. 

---- Paternoster Row, London ------
Printed by ARTHURS PRESS LTD., Woodchester, Stroud, Glos. , and Published for the Proprietors, L.S.A. PUBLICATIONS, LTD., 

16, Queensberry 1:'lace, South Kensington, London, S.W.7.-Fridqy, January 20th, 1934. 
Continental Agents: Messrs. Dawson & Sons, (Low's Export, London.) 

Auatrala•ia: Messrs. Gordon and Gotch, Ltd., London. Australasia and South Africa : Messrs. Dawson and Sons, London . 


