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NOTES BY THE WAY.

Contributed by *‘M.A. (Oxon.)”

The London Spiritualist Alliance will hold two evening
peetings before Christmas, at the Banqueting Hall, St.
"/James’s Hall, Regent-strect. The dates fixed are October
pd and December 11th. At the October meeting an
ddress will be delivered by a member of the Council,
Jajor-General Drayson. At the December meeting Mr. A.
4, Watts has kindly consented to occupy the platform. Both
dese gentlemen have been students of the phenomena and
philOSOphy of Spiritualism ever since the carliest days, when
irattracted the attention of a few whose eyes were wider
gpen than those of their neighbours. General Drayson, as
qman of science as well as an old Spiritualist, speaks with
athority on the subject which he has selected :—* Science,
ud the Phenomena termed Spivitual.”  His long acquaint-
mee with the methods of exact Science, and his intunate
knowledge of the facts with which he will deal, give him an
dmost unique right to be heard. I am asked to make it
known that the Alliance will be happy to welcome Spiritual-
its who are not members, and who may desive to be pre-
snt, Anadvertisement will indicate the means of obtain-
igan invitation. I may also express for mysclf a hope
that the work which the Alliance is doing may be so sus-
hined by increased membership-us to enable the Council to
extend operations, and get into permancnt premises by the
beginning of the new year.

The following letter speaks for itself : —

T,Sm,—As you request evidence regarding any séances that
my lead you to the miodus operandi of the materialisation
ofspirit forms, if you will accept the signature of ** Lily” Ican
give you a curious experience that occurred to me when sitting,
e evening, with the private lady friend with whom alone I
ilways sit, with very rare exceptions ; and which took place in
her own drawing-room.

At that time I was having with my friend, in her own house,
aseries of strictly private séances with Mr. Haxby for a specia]
purpose ; for which purpose, he had, by spirit direction, specially
to prepare himself for each sitting.

On one of these evenings we were sitting at the table with
themcdium, when he becamo entranced, and wo were told to
Pt out the gas, then to put out the fire.

The latter not being so casy of accomplishment, we raked
wtall we could, but still leaving a few hot embers. This
Yould not do, however, and wo were told, ‘entirely to ex-
tngyish it,” which at last wo did,when the room was instantly lit

¥ aluminous golden atmosphere, such as we had neither of

% before witnessed, and very beautiful.

We resumed our seats—I sitting between my friend and

® medium ;5 ghe holding my hand, and I that of the medium,
il ontranced,

by SR

lf»y the wid of this golden light wo then saw emanating from
“right side of the medium, a white vapour, which hovered over
®tablo clowo in front of us, and which gradually assumod the
T of g spirit wo both know woll.

thon gradually dissolved and returned into the medium’s

side in the form of tho same white vapour wo had seen
emanating from him,

It was so singular, watching this white vapour absolutely
issuing from and returning into the medium ; and I could not
lLelp thinking of the deep sleep-that we are told fell upon Adam
—the complete ‘‘ Man,” male and female—and of the then
cmanation of the female part of him from his side, specially
materialised to share with him in an independent form tho
experiences of the earth-life ; that thus each half-soul might
attain that development necessary to itself and to its full
fruition when reconciled to the other half, as the perfected
¢ Man,” the completed sphere or ““Angel” of ¢ The Better Land,”

In faet, to simplify my thoughts, the extraordinary manifesta-
tion I that evening witnessed seemed to me a possible explana-
tion of the Old Testament account of the creation (or issuing
forth) of Eve, the only difference being that in her case the
materialisation was, necessarily, full and permanent, whereas
with us it was shadowy and transitory, but, nevertheless, all-
sufticient as the lesson I have always thought it might be intended
to convey.

Should you deem this communication in any way useful to
you, I beg you will make any use of it you may think proper,
and believe me, sir, faithfully yours,

“LiLy.”

This luminous vapour, to which I have so often to refer,
is doubtless the material of which the transient forms are
made. I recorded some years ago a case of materialisation
similar to that which ¢ Lily ” describes. From the side of
the medium issued a white vapour, which, whirling cease-
lessly round and round, gradually assumed the form of &
tall man, organised apparently in all ways as men are,
clothed and decked with ornaments of metal: a creation
before our eyes. In due time it faded as it came, and was
again absorbed into the side of the medium.

T The medium in whose presence this astounding
phenomenon occurred before my eyes, with full means of
exact information, was F. W. Monck. I recorded the facts
at the time, and no subsequent discredit that may have
attached itself to the name of the medium can alter what
then occurred. Judge Dailey, of Brooklyn, U.S.A., bears
similar testimony, which I may add conveniently here,
Writing from 16, Court-street, Brooklyn, on December
15th, 1881, to the 7wo Worlds, he thus testifies :—

Several weeks since, Dr. Monck dined at my house, and at
my request called upon some friends of mine in my company
that evening. The call was quite unexpected to Dr. Monck, as
it was also to the friends we visited. In the course of the
evening we seated ourselves at a common round extension-table
for such spiritual manifestation as we might be favoured with.
Five was the entire number of persons present. There was no very

marked demonstration for quite a while, with the exception of
some vigorous raps from ‘¢ Samuel,” the Doctor’s control, and
humorousjokes in which ‘‘Samuel” delights to indulge. ‘‘Samuel”
was solicited to materialise a hand in the centre of the table, but
he responded by a decided “ No.” He was asked if he would
not do something for us, and replied, ¢ Wait.” And wait we
did. Suddenly two of the persons sitting exclaimed that they
saw something flit around the room, and come betwecen Dr.
Monck and a gentleman sitting at his left. Immediately Monck
started as if he had received a shock, and exclaimed, ¢ Oh, see !”
Glancing at Dr. Monck’s side we obeerved what looked like an
opalescont mass of compact steam emerging from just below his
heart. 1t atonceincreased in volume, rising up and extending
downward, the upper portions taking the form of a child’s head,
the face being distinguished as that of a little child I had lost
by death some twenty years previously. 1t remained in this form
only for a moment, and then suddenly disappeared,sceming to be
instantly absorbed into the Doctor’s side. This remarkable
phenomenon was repeated four or five times, in epch instance
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the materialisation being more distinct and perfect than the pre-
ceding. This was witnessed by all in the room, with gas burn.
ing sufticiently bright for every object in the room to be plainly
visible.

Now that the subject of Psychography is attracting so
much attention through the success of Mr. Eglinton’s expe-
riments, I may invite the careful study of a phase of it
which (so far as I know) has not been repeated of late. In
the year 1879, my late friend Epes Sargent drew my atten-
tion to the mediumship of Mr. W. H. Powell. He was a
psychographic medium, but his method of obtaining the
writing differs widely from that employed by Slade, Eglinton,
and other well-known mediums. Mr. Sargent sent me an
account, contributed by him to the Banner of Light, of a
séance in his own house. As the facts are curious, and
probably unknown to many of my readers, I reproduce the
most important of them. The party of six, including Mr.
and Mrs. Powell, sat in Mr. Sargent’s library. The condi-
tions and results are thus described in Mr. Sargent’s own
words :—

I sat at one end of a large sofa, occupied only by myself ;
the four slates, brought by the medium, were placed near me on
the sofa on my right. In a chair at my left sat Mr. Powell,
and in another chair, about two feet from him, on his left, was
his wife, who by her whole manner, intelligent and sincere, made
& most favourable impression on all present.

Before us was a large library table which we moved back a
little from the centre of the room, leaving the chandelier with
its three burners in full blast a little in front of the table.
The rest of the party sat at a distance from us of from five to
six feet. The coat-sleeves of the medium were tied with twine
to remove suspicion of his using anything there concealed. He

-then allowed the whole company to examine the fingers of his
right hand. We were free to wipe, rub with pumice-stone, or
wash with chemicals, his index finger, the one to be used. As
the sequel was vo shew that this was unnecessary, we simply
satisfied ourselves that the finger was all right, and that the soap-
stone theory did not apply here. Allowing me to hold one end
of a large slate, while he held the other, the medium then
waved his forefinger up and down four or five times, and using
the inside tip of it as a pencil, immediately covered both sides
of the slate with writing as if from a slate-pencil.

He then allowed one of the ladies of the family to tie her
handkerchief over his forefinger, and writing was still produced
through the linen in the same way. 'Then taking my own fore-
finger in his hand, without even touching the tip, but guiding
it with his own hand, he made it produce writing on both
sides of the slate. The writing was bold, distinct and legible.

Having a small slate of my own near at hand, ] proposed
that he should cause me to write on that. To this he readily
acceded, and the words ‘‘ Amelia is here” were written, the
reference being to my father’s sister of that name, of whom I
hardly think the medium could have heard. The forefingers of
two ladies of the family were then used to produce the writing,
and they were fully satisfied that no deception could have been
practised. We each felt a slight protuberance, as if from a
blister on the ball of the finger, as we began to write.

This protuberance with which the writing was apparently
done was chemically analysed in Philadelphia by a number

of scientific men, only one of whom was a Spiritualist. This
is the substance of their report :—

The microscopic appearance was that of albuminous cells
filled with a pigment. There were also fragments of cuticle
and epiphytal structures. The chemical analysis shewed the sub-
stances were composed of albumen, starch, phosphate of lime
and phosphate of ammonia, with an amorphous pigment matter
without any traces of lead, slate, or other substances ordinarily
used for writing on slates. During the experiments the hands
were covered with towels, handkerchiefs, &c., and yet the sub-
stance would appear through them.

The committee have alsc resorted to all other accessible means
to account for this phenomenon, on other principles than those
claimed by Mr. Powell, and their efforts have been entirely un-
successful, so that they are perfectly satisfied that there is no de-
ception or fraud, and that Mr. Powell is not conscious of tho
production and nature of the phenomenon.

We therefore submit that it is one of those peculiar psycho-
logical manifestations that we cannot account for, and as such
respectfully present it.—Wm, Paine, M.D., B. F. Dubois, Jno.
P. Hayes, Alfred Lawrence, Reuben Garter, M.D., Francis J.
Keffer.

The concluding phenomenon of this remarkable séance
is one that I do mnot remember to have seen paralleled,
‘though I may be mistaken in this belief. Mr. Sargent thus

describes it, and testifies to the probity and straight-
forwardness of Mr. Powell.

The slates had been carcfully washed by a lady of the fanily,
a8 fast a8 they had been written on.  Tho medium at last passed |

. must regard it as accoptable mattor.

{October 4, 1834,

out of his state of trance, and we thcught the performances were
over. Suddenly a new control seemed to take possession of
him, and he called for a big slate. The slates had never been
for a mement out of my keeping. I handed him one that had
been thoroughly cleaned, under my inspection, on both surfaces,
We stood up, the medium and I, close underthe blaze of the
chandelier. I held one end of the slate and he the other,
Without touching the surface of the slate he made motions over
it with his forefinger in the air, as if making a drawing, and
then writing something. Ireversed the slate, and there on the
under surface was a neat drawing of a flower, and under it, i
clear, bold letters, the word Wyonie.

We understand that this phenomenon, so near to the in.
credible, comes only with a particular control, who cannot he
summoned at will by the medium. Perhaps it is not twenty
times out of ahundred that he can get the manifestation, Wit.
nessed as it was on the occasion referred to, the conditions werg
all such as to place the phenomenon beyond a doubt.

The impression made on all of us by Mr. Powell’s manifesta.
tions was that he is a genuine medium for a great phenomenon,
not to be explained by any material laws known to our present
science. In the last and crowning marvel—the production of
drawing and writing on the under surface of a clean slate by
making motions in the air with his forefinger over the upper
surface—he amply proved the transcendent character of his
mediumship. I sincerely hope that scientific investigators will
take the trouble to test the phenomena in his presence. They
are not to be answered by a smile of incredulity or a mere
conjecture of fraud.

The Harbinger of Light completes with its August issue,
Just received, its fourteenth year of publication. I regret to
find, from an editorial statement, that the circulation, though
extending over a wide area, is not remunerative. It is not
a creditable thing that this should be so ; but I see no alter-
native so long as Spiritualists do not recognise the obligation
of supporting with adequate funds the journals and organi-
sations which are devoted to the cause which all profess to
have at heart. There must be newspapers, and these ought
to be sustained as @ duty. There ought to be organisations
for the support, defence, and dissemination of knowledge
respecting the facts and philosophy of Spiritualism. These
ought to be regarded as having a paramount claim on all
Spiritualists, not as a favour to be begged for, but as a duty
to be punctually discharged. It is so with the smallest
religious sects. It will be a continual blot on Spiritualism,
till we rise and wipe it out, that, among us alone, faith bears
no fruit, and association with what Mr. Alfred R. Wallace
well and fitly calls “a cause which I consider the most
important in the century ” leads most of its votaries to fold
their hands in selfish isolation. This must surely be
remedied when men realise aright what is the responsibility
entailed on them by their knowledge. ¢ None of us liveth
to himself,” or if he does he sins against himself as well as
against the brotherhood of which he is an unfruitful member,

“ Protestants of England,read 7%e Rock,” stared one in the
face from every blank wall some years ago.  This same
journal is now trying to get up a scare about Spiritualism
among the Protestants of England. One, S. G. Potter, D.D,,
writes to urge ‘“all friends of Christianity to form a society
pledged to personally investigate the so-called phenomena,
one of which I would gladly be.” Thislearned Doctor, who
aspires apparently to be a phenomenon, goes on to describe
how he knew a “very distinguished man who acted with
great success all over Europe.” This eminent person, among
other of his “actings,” is stated by Dr. Potter to have  him-
self hung from a ceiling to which he had attached himself
cross-legged, head downwards, and let the lights e then
turned on, and his head be felt.” He adds gravely, “the
mode was never found out.” There was, I believe, onco
upon a time, a man in a travelling circus, who called him-
self the Human Fly. He attached leathern suckers to his
feet, and so laboriously crawled head downwards over a
suspended board. But he did not allow his head to be felt.
Nor did he go so far as to attach himself eross-legged to the
ceiling. So in this he must yield to the “very distinguished
man " whose “ mode was never found out.” This is the sort
of tenth-rate twaddle, incoherent, illiterate, ungrammatieal,
and grossly absurd, that @ man who ealls himself a Doctor
of Divinity (of what university 1 wonder much!) thinks
good enough for 7he Rock. Well, the (‘dlt()l" knows his
readers, I suppose, and as he prints tho Dector's lotter, he
What a glimpse we
get from it of combined ignerance, bigotry, and cuyduht{!

“ M.A. (Oxon.)
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“ZSOTERIC BUDDHISM; OR, BUDDHISM
AT HOME,

By WirLiam OXLEY.

EESESISIY

I propose to lay before the readers of ¢ Ligur” certain
facts as given by a modern witness in reference to the
cotaries of this system as it is in Mongolia—one of the
jomes and chief seats of Buddhism—which has a more than
pissing interest to Theosophists, inasmuch as the Buddhistic
system of thought and religion is put forward for acceptance
s the conservator and custodian of the true Wisdom
wligon,  Unless the testimony now produced can be
pegatived and proved to be worthless, then I maintain
it behoves us to examine with all candour the
wchims” made on behalf of the superiority of this
b very ancient system. If the effects of that
wligion—professed by (it is said), nearly a third of the
uman race—be judged by the mode of life, as mani
fested by its present adherents, and if it is not of the exalted
character that accords with the “claims,” we may well pause
aud ask, What advantage can accrue to Western civilisation
by reverting to a system that has so signally failed to pro-
fuce & higher, purer, and better form of life than Christen-
dom already possesses ! Why should it be expected that
preference should be given to a system of religion which,
dlowing that it once possessed an elevating power, now
holds its recipients in such gross ignorance and dense
darkness and superstitition ¢

The work from which I give extracts is entitled
“ Among the Mongols,” by the Rev. James Gilmour, M.A.,
Tondon Mission, Peking.

Itis a sortof journal recording incidents and observations
by Mr. Gilmour, who made a tour extending over a few
years from 1870, in North East Mongolia, better known as
Ohinese Tartary ; a district lying between the North of
(hina and- Russian Siberia. Tibet, the central home of
Buddhism, that terra incognita, lies to the West of China
ad North of India ; and perhaps I am within the truth in
saying that over the whole of that vast expanse of country
in Central Asia, the natives are Buddhists and nothing else.
This geographical notice is sufficient for my purpose in hand.

The redeeming feature of the Mongolians is their genuine
hospitality to stranger and friend alike, and there does not
appear to exist any of the exclusive policy towards foreigners
which characterises Tibet, or at least as averred in reference
toits Government officials. Owing, perhaps, to climatic con-
ditions, and to their little intercourse with Westerns, they
ue, for the most part, wretchedly poor, and subject to
diseases caused from want of proper food and clothing, as
well as from insufficient shelter from the intense cold which
pevails in winter. Enterprise, in commercial and industrial
pursuits, they are destitute of, as the duties required by the
ohservance of their religious rites and ceremonies have
their first and chief care and attention, and in this sense

they are most exemplary and religious. It is to this latter
‘tuse, more than anything else, that the present decadence
o the once powerful Mongol race is due, as will be seen by
¥hat follows ; and it is the outworking of the religious
tement that I am at present concerned with. Contrasted
vith the later development of its rival system, Christianity,
the picture of Buddhistic life at home certainly does not
Slfew to advantage. But I will let the author speak for
himgel, Speaking of Urga, situated 600 miles north of the

Chincse frontier, he says :—

“It is the great religious centre of North Mongolia.
¢ most conspicuous objects in the Mongol towns are the
Mples, in which, ns well as at many street corners and busy

®, are erected numerous praying wheels, the idea being

& iny devout heliever who turns the wheel, by so doing
i‘l“lres a$ mnuch merit as if he or she had repeated all the
Wers contgined in the wheels thus set in motion, In
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front of temples, men and women are busy making rapid
prostrations towards these holy places; and all about the
stony environs of the town may be seen devotecs painfully
and slowly travelling round great circuits, measuring their
way by falling worship, z.e., lying down flat on their faces
and marking the place of their next prostration by their
forehead. This practice is an expiation for the ¢sins of
the body.’

“ Urga swarms with beggars, many of whom, when too
far gone and too helpless to beg more, take up their abode
in the market place, exposed to the bleak cold winds, and
die ; being regarded with, seemingly, the most perfect in-
difference. After death, they are carried away, outside the
town,and left for a prey to the wild animals, that soon make
short work of the bodies.”

The author’s visit to Urga was shortly  after the death
of the Supreme Lama; who had not yet been recovered in
his transmigrated form.” But Urga is not the most holy
place. What Jerusalem is to Jews, and Mecca to Mahom-
medans, so is a city called Wu Tui Shan to the Mongolian
Buddhists. It is in China, about eleven days’ journey from
| Peking, to which place, in all seasons of the year, crowds
of pilgrims resort, as ¢ the most sacred spot on earth, one
of the blessed places, holy, purified, everlasting, indestruec-
tible, and destined to survive the otherwise universal ruin
that is to ensue at the close of the present stage of the
world’s existence.”

“ From the hill-top we counted about thirty temples.
One of the first was over the gate of the town. In the
shrine, among other images, was one which the priests said
possessed wonderful virtues. From a little mark on its
brow could be drawn out a hair 1,000 miles long, and from
‘the body of the image a blaze of light shone out regularly
three nights every month. Another temple was situate on
a mound, at the base of which were mounted more than
300 praying wheels. Inside another temple was a praying
wheel, about sixty feet diameter, containing images, books,
and prayers ; the idea being that whoever turned the wheel
gains as much merit as if all the books and prayers inside
the wheel had been read and repeated.”

The Buddhist sacerdotal system, like others of kindred
nature, requires priests, and of these there are sadly too
many ; our author puts down their number as no less than
60 per cent. of the population; and as these priests, or
Lamas, live chiefly upon the gifts of the people, we may
cease to wonder at the poverty of the Mongolians. Con-
cerning the Lamas, he writes: “ Knowing the intense world-
liness, the unblushing wickedness, the thievish dishonesty,
and the envy and strife that characterise, with but few
exceptions, almost the whole tribe of Lamas, one cannot
but pity decent, quiet old men, who, for the peace of their
souls, retire to such dens of iniquity (the temple precincts).
But they do it ¢ with their eyes open, after life-long
experience of Lamas and temples, with all their faults and
wickedness, and, to tell the truth, the abominations do not
seem to disturb them. Incredible as it may appear, it
seems possible for men and women living among, and par-
taking in, scenes of unblushing evil, to be at the same time
experiencing in their souls the effectual consolations of their
religion.” ¢ The greatest sinners in Mongolia are the Lamas,
and the greatest centres of wickedness are the temples.”
As in this country, so in Mongolia, the priestly office is
considered superior to lay employments, and this is why so
many boys, mere children, are installed, without any regard to,
or knowledge of, their future moral fitness ; and consequently
in the vast majority of cases, nature asserts her supremacy
over grace, and they indulge in all manner of licentiousness,
History proves that in all countries the impoverishment is
in exact ratio to the number of its priests, and thoughtful
minds “in our own highly favoured country” view with
apprehension for its future welfare the steady increase of

churches and chapels, which require so many more clericals
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and mini-tors to be drafted from the industrial and working
ranks.
Tho viee of intemperance is very prevalent. The native
piriz is made from mare’s wilk, but the use of this engenders
a taste for still stronger drink, which is imported by
t:hinese.  *¢ From their youth up the Mongols are familiar
with the taste of the native spirit.”  Drunkenness does not
appear to be regarded as a great sin, for ¢ Mongols laugh and
say, * We all drink ; a good man, when drunk, gocs oft’ to
sleep ; a bad man makes a disturbance.””

A too literal attention to keeping the law, « Thou shalt
not kill,” is another cause of much inconvenience, unclean-
ness and disease ; as life is considered so sacred, in any
form, that even vermin are allowed on the person, and wild
animals, which play havoc with’ their flocks, are not
attempted to be destroyed. And yet, strange to say, the
Mongols are meat eaters, and although a pretence is made
that they are not the “ killers,” yet they are only too rcady
to partake of the meat when it is killed ; in fact, “they ask
no questions for conscience sake.”

One more reference and I have done. It is to what our
author calls the ¢ Living Buddhas,” but which Theo-
sophical literaturc describes as re-incarnations of the
Mahatmas and Supreme Lamas; and it is well to know
how this doctrine is carried out in the land of its birth,
where it is believed to be supported by actual proof. Our

author says: “The living Buddhas are the pillars of the
present Mongol religious system—a system that owes its
support to deliberate fraud and falsehood, and that on the
part of its highest Lamas. The current belief is, that these
men when they die take another birth, remember their
former state, and prove their identity by using phrases
characteristic of the former Buddha, selecting things that
belonged to him from among a heap of things that were not
his, describing the temples, Lamas, &c. Great parade is made
of this testing of the child : but the truth of the matter is
that the head Lamas arrange everything and ¢coach’ up
the child ; but the common people, and perhaps the majority
of the Lamas, believe the hoax most implicitly. A Doctor of
Divinity, of my own acquaintance, ononeoccasion deliberately
and pre-determinedly lied, that he might retain possession
of a few inches of wood which he knew helonged to a China-
man close by; and the fact may not be generally known
that the disciples of one c¢f our Peking living Buddhas have
quite a widespread reputation for being notorious thieves.
1t is unnecessary to multiply examples. One of the living
Buddhas, of high repute, and much sought after on account
of his supposed power to confer blessings, has the reputation
of drinking several catties of Chinese whisky daily, and is
followed by a crowd of attendant Lamas, who pass their lives
drinking and quarrelling over the rich offerings brought by
the devout to their whisky-loving master.”

Making allowance for the standpoint of the author as a
Protestant missionary, who may be supposed to know no-
thing of the esoteric side of Buddhism, but whose work ap-
pears to be a candid testimony to Mongolian life as he found
it, the facts which he gives—and I have only selected a very
few to bring out in stronger light the system as it is at home
—are suflicient to arouse thoughful consideration ; for “a
tree is known by its fruits,” and if such is the outcome,
under the immediate sway of the Grand Lama of Tibet,
what guarantce have we that the change from Christianity
to Buddhism, or Mahatmaism, would be for the better?

(To be continued.)

Dirkct WrITING.—The medium, O. E. Watkins, being at
the Lookout Mountain Camp Meeting, it was arranged to

obtain, if possible, & manifestation before the public of the
phenomenon of direct-writing. A committee of investigators
was formed July 20th, and with the medium occupied the public
platform. Light for Thinkers says that the committee consisted
of well-known citizens of Chattanooga, and whatever was thoeir
scepticism it had to yield to a demonstrative proof of the ronlity
of the phenomenon,—Le Messager.

PUBLIC EXPERIMENTS IN PSYCHOGRAPIY,

The IHarbinger of Light (Melbourne), for August,
presents to its readers an abstract of the public demonstra-
tion of the fact of Psychography by Mr. W. Eglinton, at St,
James’s Hall, on the evening of Iay 27th last, a full report
of which we gave in these columns. In the course of some
remarks, commenting upon the difficulties attending such
expertments, it says: < Marvellous are the tests he (Mp,
Eglinton) has given in private séances, but these are
outweighed in importance by his more recent public ones,
where, before an assemblage of 400 persons, he has demon-
strated the fact of Psychography.” The details of the
experiment are then narrated and the article winds up as

| follows :—

Nothing could be more conclusive than this test; some in-
telligence, no matter whether it was a disembodied spirit, the
mind of the medium, or any other mind, operated outside of
known law, and without any physical means produced a per-
manent sensuous proof of its action. This one experiment ought
to be sufficient to establish the fact, but public prejudice will
demand its repetition ; indeed, some are so blinded by prejudice
against anything demonstrating man’s spiritual nature
that no amount of evidence will convince them ; but two or three
such cxperiments, before 400 witnesses, should establish,
the fact past gainsaying to any person having the slightest claim
to philosophic reasoning. Mr. Eglinton is doing an important
work in Londen. Such mediums as he are wanted here, and

we hope the time will come when circumstances will enable him
to pay us a visit.

CORRESPONDENCE.
[It 1s preferable that correspondents should append their
names and addresses to communications. In any case, however,

these ]must- be supplied to the Editor as a guarantee of good
faith.

—

The Dissemination of Spiritual Literature.
To the Editor of ‘¢ LicHr,”

_ Sir,—While the mass of Spiritualistic literature is daily
increasing, it is a matter of regret that there should be so few
public means of bringing it to the notice of the general public.
It, is, I believe, a fact that in not one of the leading thorough-
fares of this City is there a bookseller's or newsvendor’s shop
where Spiritualistic journals and literature are displayed for sale,
and this at a time when the Secularist party have two large
shops in Fleet-street for the sale of Free-thought works. Messrs.
Smith prohibit the sale of ¢“ Ligur” at the bookstalls, and while
we are thus thrown upon our own resources, nothing but 2
desultory and ineffective system of free distribution is adopted.
What is wanted is this : a large (and preferably a double-fronted)
shop should be rented in some main thoroughfare, say Fleet-
street, the Strand, Oxford-street, or High Holborn ; here, the
journalsand the many valuable works on Spiritualismand kindred
subjects could be displayed in the windows, doorways, and book-
shelves, to the view of the thousands thronging by. The unin-
terested would pass on, but many persons would, I am sure, be
attracted and become purchasers. If this project were started on
a business footing, and an energetic manager appointed, it would
become, I am persuaded, not only a powerful means of dissemi-
nating spiritual truths, but in less than a year a self-supporting,
and even profitable undertaking.

To bring this to a practical 1ssue, I propose that, say twenty-
five persons should each guarantee the sum of £10 to secure the
expenses of the first year in the event of the profits being in-
sufficient to cover the same, and I undertake if you receive the
names of twenty-five guarantors within the period of three
months from the publication of this letter, topay forthwith the
sum of £25 towards the expenses of starting this undertaking.

It should be remembered that we are endeavouring to
establish a new form of faith, and to disseminate truths which
as yet are ‘¢ caviare to the general,” and that while never before
was the public mind so receptive of new ideas and modes of
thought as at present, yet we, on our side, need a little more
missionary zeal and unselfish effort to enable others to share in
that knowledge of a future lifo which we ourselves so highly
value. I enclose my card.—I am, sir, yours truly,

The Temple, E.C.
26th September, 1884.

A BARRISTER,

[ll\his Ietter Opens up a very il}l}l)ortm}t ‘qllcstion, :\lld ong
upon which we can throw a little light. ~ We fully bolieve the
plan outlined by our correspondent would be a potent means for
the disscmination of spiritual t.l:uth. Under the stylo of the
Psychological Pressa singlo ininldual lm's'esta.blishod the nuclous
of & businoss which could ocasily bo utilisod for the project,
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i~ . aready added to the literature of Spiritualism such works
b \ New Basis of Belief in Immortality,” ‘¢ Psychography,”
# it Teachings,” ¢ Pioneers of the Spiritual Reformation,”
has now in prospect ‘‘ Present Da_y' Problems,” by the
“R'tor of this journal ; ¢ Researchesin Spiritualism,” by ‘M. A.
eolqon.)," companion volumes to ‘‘Spirit Teaching,” &c. It has
N s‘oissuedlarge popular editions of two of the above-named works,
hesides nUMeETrous smalle.r books at prices 'Whlch will bear com-
arison with any at which the geneyal }1temture of the day 18
issued ; and it is now engaged in re-issuing, at a price and in a
form that will bring it within the .reach of all., Professor
Gregory’s standard work on Mesmemsm.. All this l.ms been
sccomplished, not as a matter of commercial speculation, but
qore as a kind of necessary missionary work ; and time, labour,
ud means have been freely given to carry it out. Enough

s been accomplished to shew that ‘A Barrister’s”
ides i3 not chimerical. The great drawback has been
yant of publicity. It is not, we believe, pretended

that the arrangements of the Psychological Press have been
perfect; the difficulties have been too great and many for one
individual to overcome them single-handed—especially when
the whole of the work has been done in what would otherwise
lave been his leisure time. But there is the material upon
which to work, and we agree with our correspondent in thinking
that such an undertaking would at no distant time be a financial
success, As regards ourselves, we should welcome such a means
of advertising *“ Ligut” as about the best aid that could be
givenus. We sorely need such publicity, and often regretfully
remember that were a tithe of the wealthy men in our ranks to
give of their means as liberally as we and others devote time and
labour, * LiHT ” would be the best known newspaper in the
. kingdom, What that would mean we need not particularise ;
it 1s obvious.. ‘“Lily” desires us to announce that she will
support this plan, and become a donor of £10 annually towards
it—Ep. or ‘‘LicurT.”]

The *“Masters "—Christian and Theosophist.
To the Editor of ¢ LicHT.”

Stz,~Will you allow me to congratulate Mrs. Brewerton on
her deliverance from ¢ Theosophy,” so-called, and to thank her
for her excellent letter,which sets forth, with so much clearness,
certain distinctions between the teachings of the Mahatmas and
the Christian principles set forth by Christ? The sinless man,
who, I do not hesitate to say, was in fact, God in the earthly
body, came to call sinners, and to teach them that the only
efficient aid to the Spirit comes direct from its Maker. He
directed all to seek for the help of the Spirit of God, and this is
one of the grand cardinal distinctions between His teaching and
that of the Mahatmas. These, no doubt true to their own lights,
endeavour of themselves to strengthen and elevate their spirits
by such means as they find practicable. These means are not
new, and the practices of the Eastern Yoghis are not unlike
those attributed to the Rosicrucians and other Adepts of
Occultism, but they are on all hands admitted to require an
amount of abstraction and concentration which at once places
the training beyond the reach of men who have to attend to the
husiness which is necessary for material wants of the body.
Hence the followers of the Mahatmas, if in any considerable
mumbers, have to take on trust from their teachers the doctrines
taught them, for their avocations prohibit them becoming them-
selves enlightened. Not so with the Christian. Even in the
Old Testament we are told to ¢ Cease from man whose breath is
In his nostrils,” and Christ taught His disciples that the Com-
forter, the Holy Ghost, would come to them. Under the
Christian scheme One is our Master, even Christ, the only
intermediary between us and the Creator, the Word Who ever
liveth to make intercession for us. All can be Adepts, even
while following their Master in mixing with men and doing
good to them ; as Paul, who, while building up the Church at
Corinth, supported himself as a tent maker for two years,
realising throughout that his body was a temple of the Holy
Ghost, for Christ dwelt in it.

The Christian plan makes Christians, while yet in the body,
one with Christ, and gives them that assurance which never
fileth, while they keep near Him, though in the world. I
bray not that Thou shouldst take them from the world, but that
Thou shouldst keep them from the evil.”  This training is con-
Nistent, for it is making the true use of the body and of our
Position in the material world, by making them minister to
Siritual progress. Thus is gained a true victory over the body,
Rot by asceticism, which engenders a spiritual pride, while it
t.ran}ples on the material creation, instead of using it, and aid-
Ing in the true general progress of humanity. The plan of the

shatmas isthe strengthening of their own spirits apart from

G(’_da.and doubtless, we all have power to do this, but only to

hlwited extent, and having risen in this way to a certain eleva-

on, aided doubtless by spiritslike ourselves, the result is un-

Tt and unsettlement ; ¢ There is no rest, saith my God, for the
Wicked,” ¢ Nor man, nor nature satisfy, whom only God

°Teated_”

; The only true rest is in continued advancement toward the

afinite perfection of God, and this can only be attained by

% own help, and by working with Him., This is ¢ The

e ———

eternal newness of eternal joy,” taught 2,000 years ago in
England as the ultimate destiny of man, by the Druid bards,
and expounded by the Son of God when walking in Galilee, and
inthe Temple of Jerusalem, when He said that rivers of living
waters should flow from those who believe on Him.

The grand feature of Christianity is not that it worships a
Creator mercly. The admission of a Creator is little better
than the admission of a principle, but our Creator is no God
‘“ careless of mankind.” He is the sustainer, the guide, and
the governor of His children, one Who hears their prayers, pro-
vides for their wants, and is a rich rewarder of those who dili-
gently seek Him. Millions of pcople now living can testify to
this truth.

I would also, as connected with this subject, say a few words
onthe Rev.G. D. Haughton’sletter onthe ‘“‘Survival of the Fittest
Hereafter.” This survival is explained in the Book of Revela-
tions, where we are told that ‘‘the seventh angel poured forth
his bowl into the air.” This, though the last of the twenty-one
visitations, is the ouly one upon the air, and typifies its in-
cidence on daimons, or spirits, who are spoken of as *‘the
powers of the air, the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the upper
heavens,” &ec. The following chapters give an account of the
coincident work on the earth, and then we are told that the
dragon which deceived the nations is shutup in the abyss for a
thousand years. With him are the daimons who have aided him,
none being allowed henceforth to approach the earth save
those who are purified—the fittest who survive—these live and
reign with Christ for this thousand years. The rest of the dead
live not till after this period, when again the undeveloped
spirits come to earth, and the final great conflict is decided, and
then, and not till then, are the powers and the spirits typified
as Satan, the beast and the false prophet, cast into the fire
which torments them for ages of ages, but is really purifying
them also for a final entrance into the City into which nothing
impure can enter.

I can accept and admire the beautiful Scriptural comparison
of the Creator to a potter, but at the same time His work is
never in vain, and He has created no spirit that will not eventu-
ally be brought by Him to see that His will is best. He
willeth not the death of any, but that all shall return, repent
and live, and His Word shall never return to Him void.

It is easy tosay asissaid by the *¢ Theosophists,” thatif we are
to have an existence of 75,000,000 years it is absurd to ask as
to any further future, but even this period will terminate, and
if there be then final extinction the previous long time of
existence can in no way destroy or weaken the effect of this ex-
tinction. We may, however, at the present time take some
comfort in knowing that even the Mahatmas, who condescend
to no argument, and offer no proof, do not themselves assume
to have absolute knowledge as to this point, and we shall havs
to wait for some millions of years to ascertain whether they

‘are right or wrong.

Congratulating you on the present evidences that the con-
troversy carried on in ‘‘LigaT” regarding Theosophy and
Esoteric Buddhism has borne some good fruit—I remain very
sincerely yours,

H. T. HuMPHREYVS,

Kennington, September 9th, 1834,

MRg. SiNNETT.—Itis fair to say, in reference to Mr. Ridley’s
letter (p. 386), in which he made an inquiry of Mr. Sinnett,
that that gentleman is not, as he supposed, in London, but 1s
now on the Continent, and is expected to be absent from
home for some time,

A CorrESPONDENT residing near Leeds, in sending for
a few copies of ‘‘Ligur,” says, ‘‘1 am but a Spiritualist of
three years’ standing, yet have found in its teachings many a
rich blessing to my heart and great consolation in time of need.”
That is also the testimony of thousands.

“IMiss Lunv Hursr has been giving séances at several theatres
in New York. Her prcgramme has been in three parts ; in
each strong men from the audience are chosen to test her
strength, At the close of what are called the experiments,
Lulu seems as fresh as at the beginning, while the strength of
the experimenters is evidently used up. One experiment was
this : on her placing the palm of her hand upon the back of a
chair, at her will it rises in opposition to the counter-efforts of
the experimenters ; five of these tried to force it down to the
floor in vain. Similar phenomena have been witnessed with
various mediums for what are called ‘¢ physical manifestations.”
Materialists must find them perplexing— United States
Democrat.

A Dream.—The Religio-Philosophical Jowrnal quotes the
following from a Kentucky paper :(—Some weeks ago J. W.
Harper dreamt that he saw the result of the Senatorial election
at Frankfort between Blackburn and Williams : sixty-four
standing against the former and fifty-seven against the latter.
Remembering, he says, that during thirty years he has had six
dreams which have been realised, he went to Frankfort next
day, and, in the presence of several gentlemen, wrote down the
numbers and names as he had seen them. When the election
came off the result was given in accordance with the dream, but
there was a differenco of one in the official return, in conse-
quence of Representative Harris being just in time to record an
additional vote in favour of Blackburn. ‘ .
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CONGRESS JOTTINGS.

— e s

By Joun S. FARMER.

Writing as I do so early in the week, any news with reference
to the effort being made to bring the subject of Spiritualism
before the Church Congress, meeting at Carlisle this year, must,
necessarily, be brief and fragmentary. There are, however, a
few items of interest, and I give them in a few notes which I
have, in the midst of exciting work, been able to jot down,
reserving a detailed account for another occasion.

* Ok *

On Monday forenoon, Mr. W, Eglinton and I proceeded to
Carlisle, the former with a view of giving practical demonstra-
tion of the fact of Psychography if opportunity offered, while
I was personally engaged in superintending the carrying out of the
work of distributing copies of the ‘‘ New Basis” and ‘‘ Lacur ”
to the members of Congress. Letters of introduction were
presented to the Lord Bishop of Carlisle, Lord Muncaster,
R. 8. Ferguson, Esq.,, M.P., and the Editor of the Curlisle

Patriot.

* * *

On arrival at Carlisle, Spiritualism was found to be very
much en évidence.  Large posters on the walls, handbills in
course of being distributed broadcast, ¢ Licur,” and a few suit-
able books on the subject, on sale at one of the prineipal book-
sellers’ in the city, as well ag at the railway bookstall (vor
Smith and Son, please note) and specially improvised street
stalls—all these indications of Carlisle being for the nonce a
‘ centre of spiritual activity ” in more senses than one, met tho
eye. One’s first thought was, “ Would that it were always the
case.

* * *

A very encouraging feature 13 the ovident interest with
which Mr. Moss, of Messrs. A. B. Moss and Co. (the firm who
undertock the agency for spiritual literature in Carlisle during
the Congress week), has, of his own accord, entered into the
matter. When I arrived I found he had, where he saw an
improvement was possible, very kindly altered my preliminary
arrangements, resulting in the subjoct of Spiritualism being
more prominently placed before the public,

* % *

One circumstance connected with the choico of this firm as
agents for carrying out my special work at Carlislo, is worthy
of note. Having no porsonal acquaintance with this city, 1
naturally selected the apparcntly best name in tho County

Directory, and in doing so unconsciously chose that of a firm

who I now find have long suppliod our literature to rosidents.
Some will only see o coincidence hero, but I (and many will, |
know, gharo iy viow) prefer to attributo it to _tho wiso
guidenoo of the invisiblo dircctors of this groat spiritual out-
pousmg of the ago.

It was a new experience to me to see Spiritualism 80 much
to the front. I hope and believe that careful and judicious
effortsin the manner adopted in this case cannot but bearabundant
fruit and result in lasting good to the movement. It cannot
fail to induce thought, and that is what we desire as Spiritualists
to see on the part of those to whom this subject is at present
either an unknown realm of study, or who take their views from
the catchpenny misrepresentation of now, let us hope, bygone
days. Given free and reverent inquiry, and there is no fear
that Spiritualism will not meet a pressing need of the age.

* * *

Several of those who have warmly supported the present effort
are intimately connected with Carlisle, and even with the Con.
gress itself. Amongst these may be mentioned the Hon. Percy
Wyndham, one of the Vice-Presidents. This gentleman, my
readers will remember, is also the member of Parliament for
West Cumberland, and he has for many years been a steady
and consistent supporter of Spiritualism, and has contributed
largely at all times when any plan has been proposed to extend

its influence.

* * *

Canon Basil Wilberforce has not been present at any of
the meetings. I understand the state of his health and the
necessity for complete rest are the causes of his absence in
Germany. It will be within the recollection of many readers
that the Rev. Canon, in conjunction with the Rev. Dr
Thornton, was one of the speakers on Spiritualism at the

Congress of 1881.

* * *

Two hundred and fifty copies of the ‘¢ New Basis " were sent
to the offices of the Congress the day before the commencement
of the meetings. Copies of *‘ Licur” and the ‘‘ New DBasis”
have also been placed in the coffee-rooms of all the hotels and
also in the Congress reception-rooms. This, followed as it was
by the simultaneous placarding of Carlisle with the contents bill
of the last number of this journal, and the distribution of a
large number of handbills giving useful information on the sub-
ject, cannot fail to have produced some effect. That this is
actually the case I think may be assumed from the fact that my
agent, when I called on him on Tuesday morning, reported that
even thus early he had had numerous inquiries for ¢ Licut,” &c.

* * *

The bulk of the presentations of the ‘‘New Basis” will be sent
out in the course of to-day and to-morrow, wheve possible to the
local addresses cf the clergy attending the Congress, and in cases
where this is not given in the list of visitors, to their permanent
address as given in the Clergy List.

Carlisle, September 30th.

SPECIAL NOTICE WITH REFERENCE TO NEXT
WEEK'S “LIGHT.

InMrorTANT RECORDS OF SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA.

The special number of ¢ Ligur ” issued last week was
exhausted early on Friday last. No special orders for extra
copies having reached us by the appointed time we did not print
a larger edition for general use, and as a consequence those who
desired after publication to avail themselves of our special offer
were unable to do so, and, although we had a large quantity for
use in Carlisle, we did not feel justitied in entrenching upon
that stock. We regret that our friends should have been dis-
appointed, but we cannot blame ourselves, as we distinctly
stated that all orders for the special number must reach us by a
certain date.

The special attraction of the number seems to have been the
illustrated report of the psychographic séances with Mr. W.
Eglinton, and to meot the wishes of friends as far as lies in our
power, we purpose to reprint this report and the diagrams and
fac-simile in our next issue. It will also contain an equally mar-
vellous and convincing narrative of the phenomena of form-
manifestation from the pen of Mrs. Lean (Florence Marryat),
together with, we hope, the added testimony of other unim-
peachable witnesses. In order to shew the important character of
the proof of ‘‘ Materialisation” which Mrs. Lean will then pre-
sent to our readers, we may mention that at one of the scances
two forms and the medirem were scen in the light by ten persons at the
same time, and that these forms actually walked amongst and
talked with the company assembled.

Wae shall therefore again issue a special number of *“Lianr”
next weok, and copies for freo distribution may be obtained,
if ordered before Wednesduay evening, October 8thy at the rate of
2s. Gd. for oanch 2 copios. We trust our friends will not
again allow the opportunity to slip by, but unlvsa.; ordered by
the time indicated wo shall not print an extra quantity,

Ooronkl Oueorr  axp  Mapami  Bravarswy, Important
i lotters have reached our office from Colonel Oleott and Madame
Blavatsky, but, as the editor is out of town and ho has ot yot
had an opportunity of ssving thom, their insartion is nocessarily

\ deforred.  ‘Thoy will probably appesr noxt week.
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IS SPIRITUALISM CREDIBLE ? *

By H. J. Browxg.

“ The world hath felt a quick’ning breath
From Heaven's eternal shore,
And souls triumphant over death
Return to earth once more,”

To the question, ‘‘Is Spiritualism credible?” 1 reply
emphatically, ‘It 13" ; and how those who belicve in ancient
spiritual manifestations can, with any pretence to consistency,
deny their occurrcnce now, is to me a perfect anomaly. More
especially so when we have the authority in favour thercof
of those upon whom believers in ancient spiritual phenomena
place implicit trust. Is it not written: * Now, concerning
spiritual  gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant.
The manifestation of the spirit is given to every man
to profit withal. For to one is given by the spirit the word of
wisdom ; to another, the word of knowledge by the same spirit ;
to another, faith by the same spirit ; to another, the gifts of
healing ; . to another, prophecy ; to another, the in-
terpretation of tongues,” &c. Are we not also told to ¢‘ try the
girits,” to ““ believe not every spirit,” and to beware of
deceiving spirits 7 also that ‘¢ hercafter ye shall sce Heaven
open, and the angels of God ascending and descending.” ‘‘ And
it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out
My spirit upon all flesh ; and your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your
old men shall dream dreams ; and on My servants and on My
hand-maidens I will pour out, in those days, of My spirit ; and
they shall prophesy ; and I will shew wonders in heaven above,
and signs in the earth beneath,” &ec.

Unless it can be demonstrated that the laws of nature, which
are the laws of Glod, are changeable, or that formerly maa
possessed a faculty which nature has since withdrawn, if it s true
that a spirit removed the chains from Peter’s limbs and unlocked
the prison doors, and if another spirit or angel rolled away a
stone from the grave of the crucified Jesus, why, let mo ask,
should not spirits in our day be able to do equally wonderful
acts! Again, if a spirit could shew himself to John on the Island
of Patmos, and talk to him, why should it be impossible for
spirits to do likewise in our day to those who, in accordance with
the Scriptures, have cultivated their spiritual gifts, consequently
can discern spirits, &c.?

p e

The Ever-Operative Guardianship of Ministering Spirits.

The ohjection to the reception of this modern revelation of the
trath arises, in a great measure, from the utter repudiation on
the part of many, of the present active, living principle of God’s
ever operative guidance through the guardian angelship of His
ministering spirits, Thesame objection has, however, been ex-
hibited in all ages of the world upon the revelation of any new
fruth in science, philosophy, or religion. This antagonism to
anything not in accord with popular opinion, has alwaye been
characteristic of the living age, and was exhibited in the time of
the Great Teacher when the unbelieving Pharisces exclaimed,
“We know that God spake unto Moses ; as for this fellow, we
koow not from whence He is !”  And they who to-day ridicule
the manifestations and reject the teachings of modern
Spiritualism, would, 1,800 years ago, have stoned the Apostles.

# * * * * *

There is, I maintain, no logical standpoint between Spiritual-
ism and Materialism ; all between these rests on mere assertion
and credulity. If there is another world, as Spiritualism
demonstrates there is, surely nothing is more natural than that
there should be the means of communication between the
two worlds, and nothing more unreasonable than that pcople
thould refuse to avail themselves of this grand avenue of
knowledge., Those who have not investigated Spiritualism know
little of the joy and pleasure which, owing to their false pre-
judice, they debar thomselves from. And who, let me ask, arc
the people who denounce Spiritualism, but those who know little
“ nothing about it, owing tc their never having examined it
tarefully, as they ought to do before passing an opinion upon it ?

For, a3 Solomon remarks, ‘‘He that answereth a matter before

he heareth it, itis folly and shame unto him.” Surely those who

have for many years carefully and prayerfully investigated the

Ybject are more competent to form a correct opinion regarding

“than are those who, without examination, deny the occur-

tenee of modern spiritual manifestations, while they, at the

“me time, inconsistently believe in their occurrence in former

’ Abridged from our Melhourne contemporary the Harbinger of Light.

IT.

time, merely on the testimony of others, without even a
particle of demonstration as to their truth!
What the World Needs.

In this sceptical age, what does the world require to convince
mankind that a future life reasts not on mere speculation, as
materialists assert?  Is it not evidence of the fact of man’s con-
tinued existence beyond the portals of the tomb ; proof palpable
of a life to come ?  Where can an answer to this be obtained,
but through communion with those who, having passed through
the change called death, can speak from actual, personal
experience ?

To object to modern Spiritualism on the ground that we
have no need of evidence of a life to come, i8 to insult reason,
to mock the deepest yearnings of human nature, and to ignore
the entire religious history of the world.  And further, it is only
a rational faith, supported by actual knowledge such as
Spiritualism supplies, that can restore a vitalising religion in the
minds of men. As hag been truly remarked, ‘¢ Knowledge
gupports when faith fails ” ; therefore I advise the thoughtful
to investigate Spiritualism and put themselves in communication
with those who can really inform them of the best way to
prepare for the great change which must sooner or later come
upon us all.

But some may ask, ¢ Can this really hedone 7” Yes, it not
only can, but is being done in every civilised «quarter of the
globe through those who have cultivated their spiritual gifts.
““Isit possible that we can hear from our dear departed ones ?7”
asks another. Yes, I again answer, when the necessary condi
tions are complied with, ‘¢ What are these conditions ?” may
probably be asked. To which I reply, they are very simple, but
it may take some time hefore satisfactory results are obtained ;
this, however, is not always the case.

Phe Soul’'s Questionings.

The following (uestion may here suggest itself : * How is it
that the demonstration of man’s continued existence does not
come to all without being sought for?” Because if it did so,
without exertion, it would not be valued. It is the difticulty
experienced in obtaining the precious metals and gems that causes
them to be so prized, and it is the same with that most precious
gem of all, the truth of immortality ; the value of which can
only be appreciated by those who, after years of carnest study
and patient investigation, have attained unto a knowledge of it.
To reject this priceless gem hecause of the mass of nonsense,
falsehood, imposture, and fraud which have been mixed up with
it, is as unreasonable as it would be to refuse to accept gold or
diamonds on account of the mullock or wash-dirt out of which
they have heen extracted.

Another question frequently asked is: ‘‘If Spiritualism is
true, how are not the discoveries of physical science anticipated
by it ?” Because if it did so it would rob man of one of the
blessings of life, viz., the incentive to search after knowledge.
The true province of Spiritualism is the education of man in
things pertaining to spiritual life, and thereby to fit him to enter
therein at the change called death.

Spiritualism, is the Scientific Basis of Religion.

Spiritualism is the science of continuous life—a science cf
obscrvation from which each investigator has to draw his own

conclusions, in the same way as a student of one of the physical
sciences draws his own deductions from facts presented to his

senses, Spiritualism is, therefore, the scientific basis of true
religion. Without it there is no rational cvidence of a future

life—all is mere conjecture—and it is alone through spiritual
demonstration that the arguments of the materialist can be
rationally met. By the rejection of the evidences of man’s con-
tinued existence afforded through modern spiritual mani-
festations, Churchmen are playing into the hands of their
opponents, the atheists and materialists, who accuse them of
being superstitious for believing in another world without having
had any valid evidence of its existence.
* * * * * *
The Reliability of Mediums.

Is it objected that mediums are not all reliable ; was it not
the same in Scriptural times ? Do we not read of false prophets
as well ag true prophets ? and have we not the authority of the
Bible for saying : ‘“ O fools and slow of heart,” or dull of com-
prehension, ‘¢ to believe all that the prophets have spoken " ?
‘“ Why even of yourselves judge ye not what is right?” Is it
reasonable, therefore, to reject either ancient or modern spiritual
communications because some of them are found to be erroneous?
If, on this account, we reject the one, to be consistent we should
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also reject the other.  Let us rather, as rational beings, accept
the true and good in each, and reject the false and bad in both,
proving all things, and holding fast to that which is good.

Some people foolishly object to Spiritualism because in God’s
impartiality, the road is open for both good and bad spirits to
return ; they might as reasonably object to all friendship because
some, whom they once considered were friends, have turned out
their bitterest enemies. Do they object to the sunlight because
of the darkness of the night ? or to the rose because it has thorns?
Those whose aspirations are pure and good need, however,
have no fear of being troubled by the presence of evil spirits, for
their society has no attraction for them, like attracting like ; and
if it is wrong for men to hold communion with spirits now, it
must have been equally wrong on the part of Abraham, Peter,
Philip, John, &c., to have done so in Biblical times, for there
were both good and bad spirits then as now. And further, how
can wo ‘‘try the spirits 7 if we do not communicate with.them ?
A rational Spiritualist believes not every spirit out of the flesh
any more than he does every spirit in the flesh ; he values the
statements of both on their merits. ¢ By their fruits ye shall
know them.” Those who say Spiritualism is all the work of
evil spirits resemble the Jews who declared that Jesus acted
through the power of Beelzebub, the mythical chief of evil
spirits.  ““ Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil,

that put darkness for light, and light for darkness.”

Because we declare that
‘¢ Angels are but men in lighter vesture clad,”
As Socrates observed :—

“ Wise men think us clever while fools think us mad.”

Spiritualism Unsulted to the Dishonest and Hypocritical.

Spiritualism, I may remark, is totally unsuited for those who
are untruthful, tricky, dishonest, or hypocritical. It is these
classes of investigators that have so frequently brought disgrace
on the movement. If, at a scance, the majority present
belong to any of the above classes, the spirits attracted
thereby frequently overcome the higher influences of those by
whom the medium is usually controlled, and false communi-
cations or fraudulent manifestations are the inevitable result ;
hence the numerous exposures so frequently published in the
papers, while the other side of the picture seldom, if ever, ap-
pears in the columns of the public Press. -

All spiritual phenomena were looked upon in former times
as supernatural or miraculous occurrences ; they are and have
always been the result of natural law ; for every spiritual mani-
festation that has ever taken place has occurred in strict accord-
ance with fixed and inexorable laws. These laws being beyond
man’s knowledge, the terms supernatural and miraculous have
merely been employed to vindicate his ignorance thereof, just as
a savage, seeing an aéronaut descend in a balloon from the sky,
would probably declure it miraculous, whereas to those who
understand it, there is nothing miraculous about the matter.
*“ The wonders of one age become the common-place facts of the
next.”

¢ Spiritualism,” I may add, endorses all that is true in
science, philosophy, and religion ; it recognises a continuous in-
spiration in man ; it aims, through a reverent study of facts, at
a knowledge of the laws and principles which govern the occult
forces of the universe, of the relation of spirit to matter, and of
man to God and the spiritual world. It is thus comprehensive
and progressive, leading to true religion as at one with science
and the highest philosophy.
* * ¥ * *
Cul Bono ?7-The Whole Conclusion.

To the question frequently asked: “ What good has
Spiritualism done ?” T reply, it has been the means of proving to
many, who formerly denied that there was a lifc to come, their
crror, by demonstrating that physical death does not end all as
they had falscly assumed. Through the conclusive cvidence
that Spiritualism affords, some of the most obdurate
materialists have been convinced of man’s continued existence
inanother world.  Spiritualism has brought the fact that there
is a future life home to many who previously had doubts
thereof, and has clearly demonstrated to them that what is
termed death is a mere shedding of the outer husk, which is
only necessary 8o long ag man remaing on the physical plane of
life ; for < the things that are scen are temporal, but the things
that are unseen are cbernal.”

To those who once only hoped that there was another life,
Spiritualisin has given actual knowledgo in place of mero bolicf.
It has been the means of restoring peace of mind to many

doubting one, and of changing the gloom of death into a confi-

dent awakening to a higher and better life. It has satisfied the

doubts of thousands, if not millions, who could not be reached

by the various forms of faith presented by the churches for

their acceptance. It has incited many to good by its point-

ing out that there is no shirking the responsibility of our acts;

that there is no royal road to happiness but by a well-spent

life ; and that our friends who have passed to the inner life sti]]

interest themselves in our well-being by aiding us in the weak.

nesses and difficulties of mundane existence. To the trye

Spiritualist it has substituted the love of God for the fear of

God ; it has likewise removed the fear of death and the dreag

of ‘“the devil,” and it has brought Heaven to earth by re.

uniting us, even when here, with the loved ones gone before,
It makes men and women less discouraged at the many trials
and disappointments experienced here, causing life and its
passing ills to seem trivial compared to the boundless, glorious
hereafter. It comforts, encourages, cheers, and soothes the
mourner with a blessed knowledge that no theories or mere
belief can possibly give. It transforms grim death into a
beautiful angel of light, soothing all pain, remedying all wrongs,
and opening wide the gateway that leads to the better and higher
life. It reinvigorates every great and moral truth that has been
revealed to mankind. It intensifies all the sublime thoughts
and promptings that urge human natures on to a grand and
glorious destiny. It disarms death of its terrors, and brings in
reality a new heaven and a new earth to all who have realised
its sublime truth., It unlocks the door of the sacred temple of
inner realities. It demonstrates beyond doubt the boundless
and impartial love of God, the merciful Spiritual Father of all,
and it brings a comfort and consolation to the sorrowing and
broken-hearted which nothing else can supply, for it proves
that

‘“Mind sets not with the sun;
Mind fades not with the day.”

And now let me courteously inquire, ¢ Have you, friends,
investigated Spiritualism ?” If your reply be in the negative, let
me ask you to suspend your judgment until you have ; for to
express an opinion on a matter of which you know little or
nothing, is to exhibit consummate assumption, which those who
have a knowledge of these things can only regard with feelings
of pity. Beslow to judge ; be not hasty to condemn ; be like
the noble Bereans commended by Paul, who having heard him,
searched if these things were so. Emulate their manly example
with reference to this subject. I ask you to take nothing for
granted, nothing upon credit ; search all things: prove all
things ; try the spirits, und hold fast only to that which is good ;
treasure the golden grains of truth ; utilise your reason; dis-
card the chaff of error and falsehood, trample them under foot ;
and entering upon the investigation of that which a great cloud
of witnesses can testify to be a glorious fact, in the spirit of sin-
cere inquiry to know what is truth, your perseverance and
efforts will, in due time, be amply rewarded and crowned with
success.

Uxired STATES oF CoLuMBIA.—Writing from Manizales,
M. Simon Lopez informs the Banner of Light that Spiritualism
is making progress in the United States of Columbia, in
evidence of which he sends the two first numbers of El Comos,
published at Bogota, the capital of the Union. It is edited by
Gabriel Ponton, assisted by five members of the Ontological
Society of Bogota, and agencies for its sale have been established
in the chief towns of the Republic.

S. W. Barowin writes in tho Religio-Philosophical Jowrnal :
““ My brother’s family was intimate with Mrs. Cone at Richmond.
She dreamt one Saturday night in April, 1870, that she saw my
brother with others rising from earth to heaven. Sho was so
vividly impressed that she would havo gone over in the morn-
ing to the family and related her dream but was dissuaded by
her husband, and she went on Monday. The family was
made auxious by it, but the husband made light of it as only a
dream. Two days after he went, with many others of
the best of Virginia, to hear thoe decision of the Court of Appeals

in a casc arising out of tho war, The court was held in the
upper story of the State House ; it was crowded ; the flooring
gave way, and many were killed and _m_]urcd. My choice brother
was brought home to die.  The family could not bo comforted,
reflecting that, had the warning through the dream l)‘uon hvetied,
not onlyhis life might have beon spared, l)l'lt the disaster fatal
to so many might have becen averted, for it was rumcm.beyod
that Governor Wise, years bofure, had pronounced the building

unsafe.”
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DHASES OF MATERTALIZATION.
A CHAPTER OF RESEARCH

IN THE
0BJECTIVE PHENOMENA OF SPIRITUALISM,
By “M.A. (Oxon.)”

(Continued from page 392.)

I proceod to adduce evidence in casecs of materialization
where the medium is sccluded from view. And the first

tost I select is
1.—Recognition.
(1) Casus OF (@) SiMrLE RECOGNITION UNACCOMPANIED
FURTHER KVIDENCE,
(a) [1872] Slade (Crowell, Primitive Christianity and Modern Spiritual-
alism, Vol. L., p. 438),
(b) [1874] W._Lddy (Olcott, People from the Other World, p. 249).

BY ANY

(¢) [1874]  Do. ~ (Olcott, Do. Do. p. 208).
() [1874] Do,  (Olcott, Do. Deo. - 326).
(e) (1874 Do.  (Olcott, Do. Do. p. 355).

(f) [1879] W. Eglinton (Medium, January 3, 1879).
Cases or (b) RECOGNITION ACCOMPANIED BY SOME Sercrar, TEST.

(a) [1874] W. Eddy (Olcott, People from the Other World, p. 320).
(v) [1881] Mrs, Cooper (‘‘ LigHT,” December 10, 1881).

Dr. Crowell relates in his boolk, to which I have so often
had occasion to refer,* a good case of the recognition by
himself and his wife of the materialized form of their
dwghter. The séance was held under the same carefully-
guarded conditions as those before described as adopted by
Dr. Crowell. A curtain was hung across a corner of the
room, and the result is thus described :—

“Weo saw the features, head, shoulders, and about half the
fioure, all that could be seen above the curtain, of a young
female, covered with an almost transparent veil, raised at the
top asif it were suspended from a point about six. inches above
the head. There was no colour in the complexion, it being like
alabaster, but we had little difficulty in recognising the appari-
tion as that of our daughter . The whole was somi-
transparent, and of silvery whiteness, and forcibly reminded us
of the stage-ghost. The top of the curtain was about five and a-
half feet from the floor, so that there was room above it for a
spirit to exhibit nearly its full form.” [1872.]

The next group of cases is taken from the laborious
investigation of the materialization phenomena which
occurred so fruitfully in the presence of the Eddy Brothers
in Vermont, U.S.A. Colonel Olcott, a journalist of
experience, who was familiar with the usual phenomena of
Spiritualism, and had observed them from the time when
they first broke out in Aunerica, had been sent to report on
their latest and most startling developments in the Eddy
Brothers’ farmstead. He has embodied the results of his
prolonged and painstaking investigation in a book called
appropriately, “People from the Other World.” It was at
the Eddy farm that Colonel Olcott first met Madame
Blavatsky, the lady with whom he has since been associated
in the Theosophical Society. Some of the evidence that I

am about to quote is concerned with this lady. T usc it,
not hecause it differs in any particular way from much that
oceurred when she was not present, but because it is com-
pact, definite, and relates to a well-known personage.

In the first case (p. 249) the strongly-marked form and
features of old Mrs. Eddy were distinctly recognised by the
neighbours, among whom she had lived, and from whosc
midst she had passed in death.

In the next case (p. 298) Madame Blavatsky recognised
alicorgian who presented himself in national costumo : one,
by the way, not likely to be found among the ¢ propertics”
n that far away Vermont farmhouse,

At the next séance (p. 326), held in the open air on a
clear, cool night, a number of forms were recognised,” and

Subsequently an African juggler of marked individuality.

In the fourth (pp. 355-360) Madame Blavatsky’s uncle
peared suitably attired and decorated with the cross of
the Ordor of St Anne, and was recognised by his nicce.

The following arc abbreviated records of these facts :—

&rs. Eddy stepped forth, and stood silent and motionless,

* “ Primitive Chrlstianity and Modern Syiritualism.” 9 vols:

looking at the artist and myself ; she bowed and retired, but im-
mediately returned, and addressed her discourse to us.

She was of a large frame, and hiad an ample figure. She woro
a white waist and dark skivt. Her hair was in ringlets.

As the question of personal identity is one of paramount im-
portance, at any rate in a case of this kind, let me remark that
the figure was plainly that of a woman, to say nothing of the
voice, which . . . was sharp, in a high key, the key of a
female voice. Morcover, the lady was rocognised by sundry of
her former acquaintances in the room, who greeted her . .

I have scen hor scveral times, and heard her make several
speeches.” [1874.]

2. On the 14th October Madame Blavatsky arrived and at-
tended a séance the same evening. After the appearance of three
or four familiars,came ‘¢ a person of middle height, well shaped,
dressed in a Georgian jacket, with loose sleeves and long pointed
over-sleeves, an outer coat, baggy trousers of yellow lcather,
and a white skull-cap or fez, with tassel.” Madame Blavatsky
““recognised him at once as Michalko Guegidze, late of Kiitais,
Georgia, a servant of Madame Witte, a relative, and who waited
upon Madame B. in Kiitais.” ,

[Others, recognised, followed. Michalko G., in a dark cirelo
lheld later, gave ample proofs of his identity. ]

The next evening came two acquaintances of Madame 1B.,
one Hassan Agha, a wealthy morchant of Tiflis. ¢ His dress
was a long yellowish coat, Turkish trousers, a vest, and a black
Astrachan cap covered with the national hood, with its long
tasselled ends thrown over each shoulder.” The other ¢ was an
old woman, dressed in the costume of a Russian peasant woman.

» . She was an old nurse in the family, and took charge of
Madame Blavatsky and her sister in early childhood. She
advanced towards the lady, and, after making a rospectful
salutation, said somcthing to her in her native tongue.” [1874.]

3. ““The moon shone brightly, and everything out of doors

favoured a ‘good circle. The air was clear and cool, every un-
dulation of the mountain crests came out sharply against tho
sapphire sky in the glorious light; the little stream in the
distance throaded the meadows like silver set in emeralds; and
far up the valley a brilliant aurora borealis shot its trembling
spears of ruddy gold to the zenith from behind the mountain
barrier that shut in the horizon. . Ten spirits appearcd
to us, among them a lady who had only died the Friday pre-
viously. . . . Among the forms to appear was a man with a
long black beard and dark complexion, wearing a turban.
This spirit (who reappeared at my mental request after he had
retired) had hardly been gone an instant when there came a
light-complexioned, white-bearded old man. He must have
been waiting for his predccessor to retire, for he almost passed
him at the door.”

The next cvening after Michalko had again come, and two or
three more forms had shewn themselves, ““1 saw one of the
most singular creatures thut ever excited the wonder of a circle.
He was a tall, spare negro, black as ink, and dressed in a
curious costume, two featurcs of which were very conspicuous.
Upon his woolly head he had a coiffure that would make a
sensation in Broadway. I could sce an ornamented fillet, or
band, and on the top of his head four horns with bent tips,
somothing like those of the chamois, or some variety of the antc-
lope, such as the oryx. The points of the two in front were
turned backward, and those of the two in rear forward, while a
brags or gilt ball hung susponded from each tip. Madame
Blavatsky did not recognisoe him at first, but he stepped forward
a paco ortwo, and she then saw bofore her the chief of a party
of African jugglers whom she encountered once in Upper Egypt,
at a colebration of tho feast of ¢ Tho Ramazan.” The magical
performances of his party on that occasion make one of the most
incrediblo stories in the history of either magic or Spiritualism.”
[1874.]

4, On October 24th, after somo wonderful tests given to
Madame Blavatsky, such as a buckle from her father’s grave, and
forms had appoared, ‘¢ The curtain was lifted, and out stepped a
gentleman of so marked an appearance as to make it absurd to
imagine that William Eddy could be attempting to personate a
character in this instance. He was a portly personage, with an

unmistakable air of high breeding, dressed in an evening suit of
black cloth, with a frilled white shirt and frilled wristbands.
Abous his neck he wore the Groek Cross of St. Anne, attached to

} its appropriate ribbon. At first, Madame Blavatsky thought that

H
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he was her father standing before her, but as the figure advanced
another step or two towards her, thus bringing himself to
within five or six feet of where she sat, the spirit greeted her
in the Russian language, and said, ¢ Djadja’ (uncle). She then
recognised the familiar features of her father’s brother, to whom
he bore a very strong resemblance in life. This was M. Gus-
tave H. Hahn, late President of the Crimiral Court at Grodno,
Russia, which dignified oftice he held for twelve years, This
gentleman, who died in 1861, must not be confounded with his
namesake and cousin, Count Gustave Hahn, the senator, who is
now living at St. Petersburgh.” [1874].

One more case of recognition of a friend, this time
through an English medium, may complete the evidence
under this head. DMr. Berks Hutchinson, of Cape Town,
who was then on a visit to London, held a séance with Mr.
Eglinton at his own private residence. The medium was
strictly searched, and the room was also carefully examined.
Mr. Hutchinson records, in addition to the recognition, a
better test, which I shall have occasion to deal with
hereafter—the medium and form seen together.

Several forms materialized. *‘The guides of the medium
brought him out from behind the curtains into the middle of the
room, whilst a spirit remained at the entrance of the curtain,
and took the medium back again, medium and spirit-form being
seen at the same time.” One of the forms was a little girl,
about three feet high, with a body in proportion. Mr. Hutchin-
son took it to be that of his daughter ¢‘Lily,” for she ‘‘ had on
previous occasions shewn her face within four inches of the
gas-light, so that all saw her. . . . After that, came a
form, having a garment somewhat like that worn by a minister,
with a short-cut beard nearly covering his face. I recognised
the spirit-form of my father, who had on previous occasions
come out as plainly as in life.” [1879.]

I may add here, that through this same medium Mrs.
Makdougall Gregory believes that she has repeatedly seen
the form of a dear and well-known friend, Lady G. Mrs.
Gregory assures me that the form appeared in her own
drawing-room, under conditions that were unimpeachable,
and was unmistakably recognised by herself and other
friends.

Before passing to another description of evidence, I wish
to adduce two cases of recognition, accompanied by some
special test that adds value to the case.

The first is drawn from Colonel Olcott’s book once
more. The Khourdish warrior with his picturesque dress,
and national gesture of salutation, and curious spear,
furnishes an excellent piece of evidence.

““In 1851, Madame Blavatsky was passing the summer in the
plain of Mount Ararat. Her husband being Vice-Governor of
Erivan had a body guard of Khourd warriors, one of whom was
detailed as her personal escort. . This man walked out

of Eddy’s cabinet in the form of a materialized spirit, dressed to
the minutest detail as when she last saw him in Asia.

There could be no mistaking her old Khourdisk: ¢ Nonker,’ and ]

her recognition of him was immediate. He came out empty-
handed ; but just as I thought he was about to retire, he bent
forward as if picking a handtul of mould from the ground, made
a gesture of scattering it, and pressed his hand to his bosom, a
gesture familiar only to the tribes of Kurdistan ; then he sud-
denly held in his right hand the most curious looking weapon I
ever saw. It was a spear with a staff that might have been a
dozen feet in length, and a long steel head of peculiar shape,
the base of which was surrounded with a ring of ostrich plumes.
This weapon, Madame Blavatsky tclls me, is always carried by
the Khourdish horsemen, One instant before, his
hand was empty ; the next, he grasps this spear with its glitter
ing steel barb and its wavy plumnes.” [1874.]

Aud lastly, I cite a case which I referred to in
“Licur” * on the authority of Dr. Morrow, the medium
being Mrs. Cooper.  For full account of the séances, the
salicnt points of which only T am able to quote here, 1
must refer tormy ¢« Notes,” in “ Lacur” [ may state that
the cabinet was simply a cwrtain suspomlud across the
corner of a room, and that suspicion of confederacy or

«« A form floated to the opening . . . It bowed and
beckoned me As I stood I could nearly touch Mrs,
Cooper. I held back the curtain and thrust my hand in
an indistinet white substance appeared, in size about three inches
in diameter, and grew until a minute later, when at the side of
the medium, floated a form. Her features were as clean-cut and
tangible as the medium’s : very pale but mobile, for she smiled
and bowed.”

At another séance, Dr. Morrow says:— ‘“Then the
dress vanished, leaving just the bust; then the bug
diminished to a triangular point, about fifteen or eighteen
inches in length ; the head-dress disappeared, leaving just a
band of hair around the face. The form then turned edgewise,
to show me that it was not thicker than my hand, and then
floated away and came again so near my face as almost to touch
it. The face was life-like, and maintained its composure through
all these imitations, It then vanished entirely, but soon
materialized again, fully-robed. The form purported to be that
of my sister, and was much like her. She showed herself in this
way in answer to a mental wish that I might know from the
various fragmentary forms and continual changes that it could
not be any earthly human being.” [1881.]

(Zo be continued.)

A MODEL GHOST STORY,

A very singular story, which forms one of the sensational
social topics of the day, is the best authenticated of the many
stories of the supernatural that have been lately told. Only a
short time ago a young and well-known artist, Mr. A., was
invited to pay a visit to his distinguished friend, Mr. Izzard.
The house was filled with guests, but a large and handsome
room was placed at his disposal, apparently one of the
best in the house.  For three days he had a delightful
visit, delightful in all particulars save one—he had each
night a horrible dream. He dreamed—or was really—
suddenly awakened by some person entering his room, and on
looking around, saw the room brilliantly lighted, while at the
window stood a lady, elegantly attired, in the act of throwing
something out. This accomplished, she turned her face towards
the only spectator, shewing a countenance so distorted by evil
passions that he was thrilled with horror. Soon the light and

the figure with the dreadful face disappeared, leaving the artist
suffering from a frightful nightmare. On returning to his city
home, he was so haunted by the dreadful countenance which had
for three consecutive nights troubled him, that he made asketch
of it, and so real that the evil expression seemed to horrify every-
one who saw it. Not a great while after, the artist went to make
an evening visit to Mr. Izzard ; that gentleman invited him to
his picture-gallery, as he wished to shew him some remarkable
old family portraits. 'What was Mr. A.’s surprise to recognise
among them, in the likeness of a stately, well-dressed lady, the
one who had so troubled his slumbers on his previous visit, lack-
ing, however, the revolting, wicked expression. Soon as he
saw it he involuntarily exclaimed, ‘ Why, I have seen that lady.”
‘‘Indeed,” said Mr. L., smiling, ‘¢ that is hardly possible, as she
died more than 100 years ago. She was the second wife of my
great-grandfather, and reflected anything but credit on the
family. She was strongly suspected of having murdered her
husband’s son by a former marriage, in order to make her own
child heir to the property. The unfortunate boy broke his
neck in a fall from a window, and there is every reason to believe
that he was precipitated from the window by his stepmother.”
The artist then told his host the circumstances of his thrice-
repeated experience or dream, and sent for his sketch, which,
so far as the features were concerned, was identical with the
portrait in Mr. Izzard’s gallery. The sketch has since been
photographed, but, from its hideous expression, is far from
pleasant to look upon.—Boston Courier (U.S.).

CAN animals be influenced by spirits ? is the question put by
H. Angie in the Religic-Philosophical Journal, — *“ A respected
neighbour’ he says, ‘‘tells me that in the fall of 1878 he lent a cow
to a friend some miles off. In the winter his friend informed
him that the cow had strayed. 1In the spring, my neighbour
was fetching home some of his cattle from a distance, and on
his way stopped a night with Mr. Hibbs, a Spiritualist, whose
conversation and experiences much impressed him. Next day,
on his journey,when about ten miles from home,while pondering
on the subject, he said, *If spirits could bring my lost cow to
such & corner, which 1 shall pass, I could not help believing.’
When his herd reached that cornor, his lost cow came forward,
lowing to moeet her old companions, and woent home with them.
My theory of this is that spirits knew whore the animal was,
and impressed her master to make his request and locate the

7

fraud had heen carefully excluded,
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spot for finding her. But, 1 should like to know others’
opinions,”’



[Avvr.] Christ several times. The following passage is from
their Acts :—
oy J 4 A
TlgS'HMONIEb OF THEANCIENT F ATHERS “They added, ¢ You can look for nothing from us

at first, you can find nothing from wus at last, unless
what you have heard from us at the very first, that no

PERSONAL EXISTENCE OF JESUS one can subvert our faith. TFor our Liord Jesus Christ

AND HIS APOSTLES. has said : Whosoever will deny me before men, I will
N deny him before My Father.” ”’— (Ruinart.)
QoNTRIBUTED BY “LiIrnv)”
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TO THE

XXXVIIL—Acrs or SS. Luciax AxD MARCIAN.

[A portion of these testimonies will be published weekly, until the series is These havmg found a Chrlstmn Vll‘g m PrOOf a’ga']'nSt

led,” They are translations from the Latin and Greek Fathers, and have been . c . 11 o
z:];:dbc directly from the original texts, where these have come down to us. This the power of the black {LI‘t, burnt then nm‘blcal

remark, perhaps, is necessary, as translators are frequently content with a | hoolks Publiely n the middlle of the Clty of Nicomedia.
second-hand rendering from some modern language, and often,in the ocase of the ¢

Grook Fathers, from the Latin, The translator is Joseph Manning, Bsy., who | and embraced the Christian faith. They were so happy

was specially selected for this work by one of the principals of the literary . . . . .
departient of the British Museum,] as to suffer for it in the persecution of Decius in A.n. 250,
—— under Sabinus, Proconsul at Nicomedia, in Bithynia.

XXXVIL—Acrs or SS. Perkr, ANprEw, Pavr, | Their Aots say:—
“ . . . L] ‘ )

AND COMPANTIONS. The Proconsul, Sabinus, sa.1d to Marcian, ¢ Who
has persuaded you that abandoning the worshipful and
true gods from whom you have obtained so many
favours and enjoy love among the people, you should
transfer yourselves to a dead and erucified man who
was not able to save himself P’ Marcian answered, ¢ 11e

has hestowed that favour who bestowed it also on

prayer, petition, compunetion, and pmis,e, ’to the living | ¢ Paul, who, though he had been a persecutor of the
and true God, to Chiist the King of Ages.” ”’—(Ruinart.) Church, became afterwards, by grace, its preacher.’ ”

Brought before Aquilo, Frefect of the East, in the —(Ruinart.)
persecution of Decius, A.p. 250, at Nice, they confessed To be continued.)

These suffered at Lampsacus, under Decius, A.D. 250.
From their Acts: “¢The Proconsul said, ‘You have
hefore your eyes the decrees of our invineible princes.
Sacrifice, thevefore, to the great goddess, Venus. Peter
answered, ¢ It behoves me rather to offer a sacrifice of
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TESTIMONY TO PSYCHIOAL PHENOMENA.

The following is a list of eminent persons who, aftor porsonal
investivation, have satistiod themselves of the veality of SOmo of
the ph(\nmnmm cenerally known as Psychieal or Sl‘i"i“”""]'%w'

N.B.. Anasterisk is proflixed to those who have oxchangod
belief fer knowlodeo,

Setexer. Tho Karl of Crawford and  Balearres, F.R.S,,
Prosident LALS. : W, Crookes Follow and Gold Modallist
of the Royal Socioty @ ¥C. Varloy, RS, O :\.‘ |‘{.
Wallace, tho cminent Natwralist; W, K, Bavrott, RS,
Professor of Physies in tho Royal Collego of Seionee,
Publin ; Dr. Tockhart Roboertson ; ¥Dr, 1, Klliotson, RS,
gomelime President of tho Royal Modical and (ﬂ\il'll1"§i‘i04\]
Socioty of Tondon ; ¥Profossor do Morgan, somotimo Presidont
of tho Mathewmatieal Socicty of London *Dye, \Vm.. (*:1‘0:9;01'_\',
FOR.SE,, sometime Profossor of Chemistry in tho University of
Kdinburel 3 *Dr, Ashburnor, #Mr. Ruttor, *Dr, Horbert Mayo.
. I\'.S., de., e

*Professor . Zillner, of Tieipzig, author of anseendental
Physics,” &e. 3 Professors Q. T, Fochner, Sclmilmm’,} :m@ JO I
Fichte, of Yeipzg ; Professor W. B Weber, of Géttingon ;
Prefessor Toftman, of Winzburg ; ¥Professor Porty, of Berno;
Professors Waener and Butlorof, of Petevsbure ; Professors Hare
and Mapes, of U.S. A, ; *¥Dr, Robert Friose, of Broslau; Mous,
Camille Flanarion, Astronomor, &e., &c.

Tarerarure —The Barl of Dunaven; T A, Trollopo;
S, C. Hall: Gerald Massoy ; Captain R. Burton : Professor
Cassal, 1D, *Lord Brougham ; *Lovd Lytton ;3 *Loed Tynd-
hurst: *Avehbishop Whately; ¥Dve R Channborvs, B RS 10 WL ML
Thackeray ; ¥Nassau Senior ; ¥Goorgo Thompson; ¥W, Howitt;
#Serjeant Cox 3 ¥Mrs, Browning, Hon. Roden Nool, &e., &e.

Bishop Clarko, Rhode lsland, U.8 A.; Darius  Lyman,
U.S A, ;* Professor W, Doenton;  Profossor Alex. Wilder
Professor Hiram Corson ; Professor George Bush ¢ and twonty-
four Judges and ex-Judges of the U.8, Courvis ; Vietor Hugo ;
Baron and Baroness von Vay; ¥W. Lloyd Gavvison, U.S.A.;
*Hon, R. Dalo Owen, U8, A.; *1lon. J. W. Edmonds, U.S.A.;
¥Epes Sargent ; *Baron du Totet ; *Count A, do Gaspavin ;
¥Baron L.de Guldensttibbe, &e., &e.

Soran Postrron. —1LL T Niehotas, Duko of Lonehtenbovg ;
1.8, H. the Prinee of Sols; 118 H. Prince Albvocht of Sohs ;
*ILS 1L Prince Kmilo of Sayn Wittgenstoin ; The Countoess of
Caithness ; Hon, Alexander Aksakof, Tmperial  Couneillor of
Russia 3 tho Ton. J. Lo O'Sullivan, sometimo Ministor of U.8,A.
at tho Court of Lisbon ; M. Favro-Clavairoz, lato Consul-General
of Franceat Triesto ; the late Emperorsof *Russia and *Hranoee ;
Presidents *Thiers, and *Lincoln, &e, &ec.

Is it Conjuring?

Tt is somotimes confidontly allogod that modiums aro only
clever conjurers, who oasily decoivo the simplo-minded and
anwary.  But liow, thon, about the conjurers themsolvoes, somo
of the most accomplished of whom have doeclarod that the ¢ mani-
fostations” are utterly boyond tho resourcos of their avt -

Roprrt Houmy, tho great French conjurer, investigatod the
subject of olnirvoyanco with the sensitive, Aloxis Didier. In the
result ho wnreservedly admitted that what he had obsorved was
wholly boyond the resourees of his urb to explain. Nee ¢ Paychische
Studien” for January, 1878, p. 43,

Provessor JAcons, writing to tho oditor of Liehs, Mehr Licht,
April 10th, 1881, in reforence to phenomona which ocourrod in
Taris through the Brothors Davenport, said i As o Prestidigitator
of repute, and a sincore Spiritunlist, 7 afivm that ¢he medianimic
faots denonstrated by the  two brothers were  absolutely {rue,
and belonged to  tho Spiritualistio ordor of things in ovory
respect,  Messrs, Robin and Robert Houdin, whon attompting to
imitato these said factw, never presentod to the public anything
beyond an infuntine and almost grotosque parody of tho said
phenomenn, and it would bo only ignomut and obstinato porsons

who could regard the questions soriously as sob forth by theso
gentlemoen, . .. Following the data of the learned chemist and
naturat philosopher, Mr, W, Crookes, of London, I am now in a
position to prove plainly, and by purcely sciontitic mothods, the

existence of o ¢ psychie force’ in mesmorism, and also « the indivi-
duality of tho spirit * in Spiritual manifestation,””

o'('l\

o Banukn BeruAcing Gounrr  CondurieiR AT BERLIN.--
L horeby declare it to bo o rash astion to give decisivo
judgment, upon the objective wedial  porformanco  of  the

Anmerican medium, Mr. Henry Slade, aftor only ono sitting and
tho observations so made,  After T had, at tho wish ol several
nighly esteemed gentlemon of rank and position, and also for my
own interest, tostod tho physienl medivmship of Me, Slade, in o
seriow of mittings by full daylight, as well as in tho ovening in his
bedroom, | must, for tho sake of trath, hereby oertify that tho
phenomenal occurrences with Mr. Slado have boen thoroughly
examined by mo with tho minutest obsorvation nnd investigation
of his surroundings, including tho table, and that I have not in
Uhe smallest degree found anything to bo produced by moeans of
prestidigitativo manifestations, or by moeshanical apparatus ; nnd
that any explonntion of the experiments which took placo wnder
the cipewmstonees and conditions then oblaining by uny roforenocs to
prestidigitntion is abselulely impossible,  Homust rest with nuoh
on of seionee na Crookes nnd Wailiee, in London 1 Porty, in Borne,
Lutlevof, in St. Petersburg 3 to search for the oxplvnation of thin
phonomoenal power, and to prove its veality, 1 doolare, morcover,
tho published opinions of Inymon an to the* Hlow " of this subjoot
to be promature, and, nvcording to my  view and exporienco,
fulne, and ono-sidod. Thin, my doclaration, in signod and oxoouted

lwforo n Notary and witnosses,—(Signod) BAMURL BELLAOHINI,
Borlin, Docemboer ¢th, 1877,

o

{Ootobor 4, 1834,

TO INQUIRERS.

e s e

Tho Conduot of Ciroles.—By M.A. (Oxon.)

ADVICE

I you wish te soe whothor Spiritu:diqm 1s roally only jugelory
and imposture, try it by porsonal oxporimont. .

Tf you can wob an introduction to somo oxperioncod Spirit.
ualist, on whose good faith you can voly, ask im foradvieo 5 and,
il ho is holding privato cirelos, sook pormission to attend ong
to 800 how to conduet séaneos, and what to oxpoct.

Thove is, howovor, difficulty in obtaining accoss to privatg
civolos, and, in any easo, you must roly chiolly.on oxperionen
in your own family oirclo, or amongst your own frionds, al
strangors boing  oxcludod,  The bulk of Spiritualists have
aninod convietion thus.

Form a civelo of from four to oight porsons, half, or at loast
two, of negative, passive tomporamont, and proforably of the
fomale sox 5 tho rest of a more positive typo.

Sit, positive and negativo alternately, socure against disburb-
auco, in subdued licht, and incomfortable and uneonstrained
positions, round an uncoverod table of conveniont sizo.  Placo
the palms of tho hands tlat upon its uppor surfaco.  Tho hands
of each sittor nood not touch those ot his neighbour, though
tho practico is froquently adoptod.

Do not concentrato attention too Gxodly on tho oxpocted
manifestations.  Eneage in cheorful but not frivolous eonvor-
sation.  Avoid dispute ovr argumont.,  Scopticism has no
dotorront offeot, but a bittor spivit of opposition in a porson
of dotormined will may totally stop or decidodly impede
manifostations,  If convorsation flags, music is a groat holp, it it
bo agrocablo to all, and not of a kind to ivvitato tho sonsitivo oar,
Paticnoo is ossontial 3 and it may bo nocossary to moot ton or
twolvo timoes, at short intorvals, beforo anything ocours,  1f
aftor such trial you still fail, form o frosh civele, Cluess at the
roason of your failure, eliminato the inharmonious olomonts, and
introduce othors.  An  hour should be the limit of an
unsucocssful sénnco.

"The fivst indications of succoss usually ave a conlbrooze passing
ovor tho hands, with involuntavy twitehing of tho hands and
arms of somo of the sibters, and a sonsation of throbbing in the
tablo.  Those indieations, at fivst so shight as to causo donbt ag
to their reality, will usually dovelop with moro or loss vapidity.,

If the tablemoves, lot your prossure bo so gontlo on its surfaco
that you are surve you are not aiding its motions.  Aftor some
timoe you will probanly tind that the movemoent will continue if
your hands arve hold over but not in contact with it. Do not,
howervaer, try this until the movemont is assured, and be in no
hurry to got mossagos,

When you think that tho timo has como, lot some one
take command of tho cirolo and act as spokosman,  Explain to
tho unsoon Intelligenco that an agreod codo of signals 1s desir-
ablo, and ask that a tilt may be given as tho alphabot is slowly
repeatod ab the several letters which form the word that the
Intelligonee wishes to spell. 16 s convenient to use a singlo il
for No, throo for Yes, and two to oxpross doubt or uncortainty.

Whoen a satisfactory communication has boon established
ask if you arve rightly placed, and if not, what order you should
tako.  Aftor this, ask who tho Intollizoneo purports to be,which
of tho company is tho medium, and such relevant quostions, If
confusion oceurs, aseribo it to tho difliculty that oxists 1o
diroeting tho movemoents at fivst with oxactitude. Pationce will
romady this, if thore be a veal doesive on tho pavt of tho Intolli-
gonoo to speak with you.  If you only satisfy yoursolf at fivst
that it is possiblo to spoak with an ITutefligonco sopavato from
that of any porson presont, you will have gainod much,

Tho signals may take the form of vaps.  1f so, use tho samo
codo of signals, and ask as the raps bocomo cloar that thoy may
bo made on tho table, orin a part of the room whore thoy are
demonstrably not produced by any unatural wmeans, but avoid
any vexatious imposition of rostrictions on froo communieation,
Lot tho lntolligoneo uso its own moans ; if tho attompt to com-
municato doservos your attontion, it probably has somothmg te
sy to you, and will rosent being hamporad by usoloss inter-
foronee, It vosts groatly with tho asittors to mako the
manifostations olovating or frivolous, and ovon tricky.

Should an attompt bo mado to entrance tho moedium, or to
manifost by any violont mothods, or by means of form-manitos.
tations, ask that the attompt may be doferrod till you ean soouve
the prosoneo of somo oxporioneod Spivitualist. 11 this voquost
18 not hoodod, discontinuo the sitting, Thoe procoss of doveloping a
tranco-moedinm s one that might diseoncort an inoxpovioneod
inquiror,  Ineroasod light will choek noisy manifostations,

Lastly Try tho vesults you got by thoe light of Roason,
Maintain a lovel hoad and a eloar judgment. Do not boliove
ovorything you are told, for though the groat unseon world
containg many o wiso and diseorning Spivit, it also has it
tho aecwmnlation of Tnman folly, vanity, and orvor; and this
Hes nearor to the surface than that which s wise and goad.
Distrust. the froo uso of groat nanes, Nover for a wmowment
abandon tho wso of your Reason, Do not onter into o very
nolomn invostigation ina spivit of idle curiosity or frivolity,
Cultivato a rovoront dosire for what is ‘nm\. good, and trae.
You will ho ropaid it you gain only a well-gronndoed conviction
that thore is n lifo aftor death, for which a pure aud good lite
boforo doath is tho best and wisvst proparation
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