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NOTES BY THE WAY.

Contributed by ‘““M.A, (Oxon.)”

I was writing last week of the mysterious tie of
sympathy. What an inexplicable thing antipathy is!
Hippocrates tells us of one Nicanor who swooned whenever
he heard a flute. Henry III, of France fainted when he
saw a cat. (I never got as far as that, but I had for many
years an invincible repugnance to the presence of a cat,
an antipathy now quite gone.) The Duc d’Epernay swooned
at the sight of a leveret ; but a hare did not affect him.
(Surely that must have been mere fancy ! At what special
age would the young hare cease to be deleterious?) Water-
cresses, picotees, silk, satin, peaches, have been in specified
cases unendurable to certain sensitive organisations. Straw-
berries give convulsions to one; fish produces gout in
another ; a small piece of hare causes another man’s “head
to become frightfully swollen.” How is this explicable ?
We need not goso far as the cases, so well authenticated, of
sympathy on the part of a beholder—especially if in a state
when the nervous system would be likely to be abnormally
sensitive—with some afflicting sight. A mother sees or
fancies she sees her child’s leg crushed in a gate as it is
roughly shut by the wind. The child is not really hurt, but
the mother’s imagination suflices to cause the limb of her
unborn child to be mutilated. It is born crippled in the way
that her fancy suggested that her child was hurt. Nor
need we go to those cases, where, as doctors know, imagina-
tion is abnormally active, for all our facts. In the
“Dictionnaire des Merveilles de Nature” it is recorded
that & boy fainted on witnessing the breaking of a criminal
~on the wheel. He suffered much pain, and on his body
were found dark spots corresponding to those made by the
wheel on the crimanal.  “The most striking of perplexing
problems in moral philosophy, to which the greatest interest
must ever attach, is, why there should be individuals, to
quote Charles Lamb’s words, ¢born and constellated so

opposite to another individual nature, that the same sphere
cannot hold them.’”*

Benvenuto Cellini’s temptationtis a type of that which
at one or other time the aspiring soul must face. Tt isa
parable of human development. The old Occultists described
it as a conflict with the Dweller on the Threshold. The
sacred writers of the life of the Christ depicted it as a

* Evening Standard. To an article in which paper I am indebted for many
facts used in this note.

t Bee the article by « A, M. 1, W.” in the last number of ¢ LIGHT.”

l temptation by the Devil in the Wilderness. Most who now
strive to penetrate the portals of the unscen world find that
they arve tried (sometimes as by fire) hefore they can pass.
In Mrs. Oliphant’s latest story—¢The Wizard’s Son "—we
have a powerful and most impressive account of such g
struggle. A young man, of aimless and dissipated life, with
no purpose that is not selfish, suddenly comes into a large
property with all its responsibilities and opportunities for
good. He is not all bad, and sets out with a desire to do
what he can. But tempters beset him, his sensual lower
nature clogs him, and his glimpses of the higher life
are faint and far between. How he wrestles, and is rescued
by ‘“a ministering angel,” I must not tell. But I recommend.
the book to Spiritualists for the supernatural element in it
that Mrs. Oliphant always works out so well, and for the
insight it gives into the struggles of a soul from darkness
into light. The novel is most powerfully written, and is
most instructive as a psychological study.

Mr. Morell Theohald’s address to the London Spiritualist
Alliance was a striking testimony to the reality of home
Spiritualism, and to the remarkable interference with what
we know as the laws of nature, which is caused by invisible
beings whose power we have little means of measuring : and
this, too, without the importation from without of any
medivmship other than that existing within his own family,
Such records are valuable as presenting a phase of Spiritualism
which impresses some minds fromtheabsenceof theelement of
money in it. To some oddly constituted minds it seems
wrong to pay a medium for his time and trouble, but quite
right to pay a lawyer, a clergyman, or any professional
trader for ¢« value received.” Accordingly they talk sneer-
ingly of paid mediums, and affect to regard phenomena
obtained through them, and on their own premises, as
suspicious. I need hardly say that thisis pure absurdity :
almost as absurd (though not quite) as the cry against
mediumship altogether. Tosome it seems a terrible thing
that this power of acting as intermediary between the two
worlds should be given to any person. “We donot want any
one to stand as the priest did between God and man ; or as
the medium does between us and spirit.” However, that
position has been given up as illogical, and the other will
follow it before long.. Meantime in the Spiritualism of the
home circle are to be found a series of spontaneous
phenomena which are well worth study.

Mr. Theobald’s record is curiously parallel to the experi-
ence of others whose homes, like his, have become centres
of spirit activity. I have recorded at various times incidents
not dissimilar from those which Mr. Theobald mentions,
Some ten years ago I was passing through a like experience,
As Mr. Theobald found his musical box carried between two
distant places, so our circle was familiar with the carriage
of objects from one room to another, and even from one
house to another. Saadi and Wamik, whom nothing short
of the most credulous incredulity could suppose to be names
familiar to the mediums or even to the circle in this case,
were in our case replaced by Lydgate and other old poets,
who transcribed their verses, and gave us little biographies
of themselves very similar in style to those given to Mr.
Theobald. At the time I should not have seriously ques-

tioned the identity of these beings. But thereare problems
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connected with the question of identity which are pon- !Trolls in Scandinavia ; Brownies in the Orkneys; Kelpies

derously difficult : and I am by no means sure that we have ' and Nixies in Scotland ; Fauns and Satyrs of old Rome;
the means of settling them. I shall have occasion shortly Koholds of Germany ; Pixies of Devon ; Duergars of the
to give some account of a curious hook where great names l Goths ; Maskim of the Chaldees ; Erinys of ancient Greece ;
of the mighty dead are very freely used. Tt is interesting  Devas and Asuras of the East; Jinns and Sheytins of
to inquire what is the underlying principle that governs the | Arabia ; Deevs and Peris of Persia: to say nothing of a
choice of names that, in some cases ohviously, do not belong ' hundred other names for various embodiments of spirit, or
(as we say) to the temporary owner of them, and which are, | personifications of the idea of spirit in some of its Protean
T am inclined to think, used in a symbolic sense, on which | forms : these shew how, through all countries in all ages, the
Swedenborg may throw some light. This, however, hardly \ idea has prevailed. It has varied from the harmless and
applies to the Lydgates and Saadis. useful house spirit at one pole to the avenging fury and all
but omnipotent devil at the other ; hut in no country do

Dr. Hack Tuke has just published a brockure on Sleep- | we find it absent ; nor is the conception materially modified
walking and Hypnotism.* It contains a paper on Sleep- ' by locality. The central idea everywhere is of spiritas the
walking read at a meeting of the Metropolitan Branch of the | underlying cause of all. It has heen reserved for the nine-
Dritish Medical Association on March 12th, 1884 ; some | teenth century to proclaim spirit myth, and matter the only
observations on the mental state of persons who have been | existent cause,

subjected to the hypnotic process, which were contributed to “M. A (Oxox.)”
the Medico-Psychological Association, and an account of some
experiments witnessed by Dr. Tuke at Salpétriere in 1878. MesyER, a German physician of a century ago, was the first

These were conducted by M. Charcot, and were confirmatory | Scientific man of his epoch who analysed and defined Animal
of the results arrived at by Braid. Dr. Tuke’s chief object Magnetism —which is but a modification, by animal life, of the

. . . universal magnetism—from a medical point of view, in the
is to push on our knowledge of Sleep-walking, and to that > p .

! he 1 . ) eul £ ) o ) | human being ; he was the first to raise the study of it to the
- end he has printed a cirewlar of inquiry, contalning five- | yank of 5 science. Of course, he encountered antagonism, as

and-twenty queries, the answers to which ought to furnish | 311 of advanced views do. The Knights of the Order of Extin-
good material for generalisation. This is not the place to | guishers did their uimost to put out his light, but in vain, He
attempt any review of Dr. Tuke’s position, even if I were | died old, was buried in an obscure corner, unnoticed by savants,
competent to criticise it. But such efforts in the direction | but he has lived and will ever live in the memory of thousands
of scientific inquiry into these somnambulic phenomena, | of grateful fellow-creatures.—Cahagnet.

whether spontaneously presented or artificially induced, are As sufferers gradually learn that health and vitality can, by a
of the highest interest to Spiritualists. We hope to gain law (?f nature, be transmitted ; that one of a fa_‘mﬂy’ or a friend,
from such investigations some light on the state of trance, can impart that which is superabundant in himself to another

) - ) o in whom there is a deficiency ; so, in proportion, will the treat-
with which we are in one way so very familiar, and yet of | ment of orthodox medical savants decline. The magnetic agent
which we really know so little. is an essentially vivifying force : it strengthens him who is not
looking for strength : it often causes ailments to disappear from
o . . . . those who submit themselves to its action for experiments with-

Everything, whether animate or inanimate, whether a | out reference to health. But when the magnetiser’s object is to
thing of sense or a creation of the mind, every idea, | cure, the magnetic actionis of greater efficacy, and very often

res S0- i i —Jonrnal du Magnéti
whether based on fact or the growth of a delusion, every cures so-called incurable diseases.—Journal du Magnétisme.

truth and every error has its pedigree.” Starting from this A DrEay. —F. Olmstead, on the night before the funeral of
. ] . . o ) e the late President Seeley, with whom he had been a close
tandpoint iter | led & pedigree of | tk - -
Standpoint, an ingenious writer has compiled a pedigree or | friend, dreamed that they were standing together in a room
the devil,t7.e., he has traced the causes which have gradually | when the flooring gave way. In his struggle to save himself he
led, by a process of evolution, to the ideal devil—the per- awoke. In the morning, remembering his dream, and thinking
ol L. £ oy ) ) it might be a warning, he went to the house, and found the
sonification of evil. The existence or non-existence of such | yoom in which his friend’s remains lay was over a large cellar,
a being asa definite personality is not touched upon, nor ! the flooring resting on a beam thirty feet long. In this beam

does the author deal with the embodiments of the principle | ¢ discovered a crack in which he could lay his hand. Ina few

£ ovil £ 1i Christi liwi ! . hours a crowd of the late President’s friends would assemble, so
of evil found in non-Christian religions ; he simply traces | Mr. 0. at once superintended the fixing of some posts under

the links in the chain of cause and effect, which have been ' the beam, thus averting, in all human probability, a grave
. . . . _ . e ()
added as the ideal devil grew. Incidentally the author | catastrophe.—Danbury News, Conn. 1o fuc
. . . . . . .. . A W - ave 3 1 vl 0 18CLS
deals with the origin of the idea of spirits, jinns, peris | . To f”h.e“ how the say ?‘\‘,ts Of. Ort_h(?d“ _smlelnge yield ¢ s
deevs. el faid hs. § 1 all U in the reign of Louis XIV. Dr. Patin extolled antimony as g
eevs, elves, fairies, nymphs, fays, and all their kind. He | yedicine. This being an innovation, the College of Physicians
has some interesting remarks on the growth of the worship ' of France, high medical savants, obtained a decree from Parlia-
of spirits, the propitiation of those who were credited with | ent forbidding its use. A few years afterwards the k‘mf(; fell
i . sick, aud making no progress under his physicians had Dr. Patin
power to harm, and who, as time went on, grew from hob- | o1+ for and, while taking autimony from him, got well. The
goblins to a much larger proportion, and were placed under | College then petitioned Parliament to revoke the decxie_ei) .tfog
. . . - i moer iti arliame rohibite
the command of a superior god of evil, the devil. When [ Which it ha'd formerly petitioned. ] Pu]nmcgt“ D but
. . . . inoculation at the petition of the same College ; ,
say that this pedigree—displayed after the manner of & yon the king resolved to be inoculated, the College
genealogical tree—from the earliest conception of spirit | savants stepped out and made haste to undo its prohibitory
down to the full dpvplopm(,nt of the ideal devil. covers work ; and the law against inoculation was rcpqalcd. And now
. : 1 . 1’ ~ " who can tell how long our orthodox savants will allow the law
twelve closely-printed pages, 1 shall have given only a very enforeing  vaccination to remain  unvevoked ?—Jowrnal du
faint idea of the curious erudition shewn by the author, and  Magnétisme. e Socidté
T O ; vPAL TRAVELLING,—At the last sdance of the Soaété
the odd lore he has accumulated. Pulk, [ find, is, in various _ MENTAL TRAVELLING.—At the last s¢ ,
a . L e v Scientifique du Spiritisme, Dr. C., a visitor, for proof of this
forms, the word for an evil or mischievous spirt. Pooka faculty, asked that the clairvoyant, Madame S;g‘uner.‘nnght
is the Erse, and Pweeca the Welsh form. s “spook 7 the  visit his mother-in-law at Plombitres.  Madame 3., being put

i - . rapport with hi wesently deseribed the lady in her house,
Americau form of the same word? We hear nuch now of ?t).:s ’{::f:'ll:i)ti:::t](llc]:‘:::‘l::t.}«:lts,k ]fn‘}’nt.ings, maps, &e., all which he
spooks, and we certainly got the word from heyond the  giid was correct according to his own knowledge.  But when
Atlantic.  Spencer, if | am not mistaken, uses Pouke for  she described two ladies with her, he said sho must bo at f:!l}lf.
Two days after, ho informed the writer that he had received
confirmation of the truth of the clairvoyante's words.  The

an evil spirit.

writer concludes @ ¢ Dr. €. doubting part of the doscriptiolg,
The mere enuwmeration of the ters used for spirits in (gjsposes of the supposition  that the  claivvoyante read his
i i ; Jves The faculty denonstrates the independent exisience
VArious ¢ jes w tuke up lone space. IElves and  thoughts. _ i \ 1 o
ous countrics would - l L e of tho spirit, which, nnder certain conditions, can go forth, per
' e W : 3 \ Y N N 4 .,"‘_‘),k
* 3. and A, Churehill, New Burlington-street, W. coive, and transmit its perceptions to its body." -—Lerue

1 “ The Pedigree of the Devil,” By F. I, Hall. London : Tritbuer, 1883, Spirite.
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" FORCED DREAMS

l now propose to deal with, which we will designate as forced.
| What we are about to explain, and, if possible, prove 1s

* True, I talk of drcams 1
’ | that, by persistent effort of the Will, dreams can, to a certain

Which ace the children of an idle hrain,

Begot of nothing hut vain fantasy.”
—SHAKESPEARE, flumeo and Juliet.

Dreams arc as old as man himself. Since the time it
was prophesied that ¢ old men shall see visions and young
men shall dream dreams” up to the present, dreaming has
puzzled philosophers, while it has amused or terrified the
multitude in their slumbers. In ancient times, dreams
were the favourite media by which the gods and those who
had passed to the land of spirits made their desires and
experiences known to those still trammelled with the earthy
body. Even in the present day one not unfrequently
meets with well-informed persons who will be wonderfully
elated, or correspondingly depressed, by a dream. These
good people are, for the most part, superstitious, and
honestly believe that a dream means something—that it is,
in fact, a supernatural revelation. Not having a Joseph to
interpret their dreams, such people do so for themselves,
and as the tone of their minds at the time directs, translate
their half-waking thoughts into the cheery foretellers of
future happiness or the bilious harbingers of woe. It is
an undoubted fact that dreams are governed, and, to
a certain extent, formed by external stimuli; thus a
person, whose head had been Dblistered by his medical
attendant, dreamt that he was in the wilds of Western
America, had been captured and scalped by Red Indians,
and that they went whooping into the primeval forest with
their bloody trophy. Again, dreams may be classed in two
great divisions, viz., (1) those which occupy in reality
only an instant in their production, and (2) those in which
the person dreaming passes real hours in the pleasant or
horrible company of the creatures of his disturbed imagina-
tion. As an instance of the first class, we may give a
case recorded by Dr. Abercrombie, in which “a gentle-
man dreamed that he had been tempted to enlist as a
soldier ; had deserted ; been tried and sentenced to death,
and that, after the usual preparations, he was brought out
to be shot and the volley fired, when he awoke, and
discovered that a loud noise in an adjoining room had
both caused the dream and awakened him.” As to the
second kind, every mother, who has watched the features of
her slumbering child, can tell of the smiles and frowns of
the little face, as images or ideas—pleasant or the reverse
—flit through the half-sleeping brain of the little one. It
has been at all times admitted that in dreaming both the
Will and the Reasoning power are in abeyance. For were
this not to a great extent the case, who would be troubled
by an unpleasant dream, when, by an exercise of the Will,
he could at once change the character of the ethereal
drama ¢ Neither would he countenance a dream composed
of the well-known incongruous elements which make up so
many dreams, as the Reason would step in, detect the
unreasonableness of the confused imagery, and cast out the
thing as ridiculous. It is true there is often experienced a
strong mental volition in dreaming, as for instance, when
we find ourselves striving to cry for aid, strike a blow, or
escape from some one pursuing us; but this kind of dream,
it will be found, is almost invariably accompanied by an
utter impotency of action. It is also true that some
pictures presented to us in our dreams are in conformity
with our experience and agrceable to our Reason, although
that faculty may not have been employed in their pro-
duction.

The dreams we have already alluded to are those which

come to us uninvited ; these we will, for convenience sake,
describe as ordinary, to distinguish them from the class we

* We insert this article in the hope that further light may be thrown on the
stbject by the publication of possibly similar experiences on the part of others.
At present the facts, as stated by the writer, are too vague and meagre for any
opinion whatever to be expressed about them. It may, however, be interesting to
compare his statements as to * dream-directing ’ with a suggestion made by Mr.
€. C. Masgey in *“ LIGHT ” for December 1st, 1883, whercin he outlines an easy
experiment for tho purpose of testing the possibility of influencing the mental
impressions of a sleeper.~—ED, OF ** LIGHT.”

l

extent, be dominated and directed, provided always the
dream to be produced be not opposed to our inclination ;
for it seems evident that if we elect to dream something we
do not desire, our Will can scarcely lend itself to the pro-
duction of that dream. To force a dream, then, it should
be such that it is agrecable to our wishes; that the picture
chosen for reproduction should be vividly conjured up in
our imagination, and persistently determined upon during
our waking moments before sleep overtakes us, We do not
wish to be responsible for the principle that the mere fact
of determining upon a dream will cause its production on
one and the same night. On the contrary, we are inclined
to view, with some distrust, the story told us the other day
of the half-starved wretch, who, unable to stave off hunger
in his waking moments, determined one night before going
to sleep that he would, in a dream, dine off boiled mutton,
turnips, mashed potatoes, and have the run of a barrel of
stout. And that his effort of Will was so far successful
that he awoke next morning with a sick headache, and with
a general sense that he had indulged too freely.

A story like this, though good in its way, would require
considerable confirmation before it could be accepted with-
out reservation. The ordinary dream will come whether
we will or not; the *forced dream,” maiden-like in its
coyness, will probably baffle our first advances, but will
ultimately respond to our wooing, if, night after night,
we perseveringly resolve that it shall be formed exactly
as our imagination has pictured and our Will directed.

‘We have been able to collect several well authenticated
instances of this kind of dream, a few of which we will
relate. A gentleman of our acquaintance assures us that
whilst at Cambridge, @n statu pupillari, the year previous to
taking his degree, he managed to overcome in some measure
the torture of separation from the lady to whom he was
engaged, and to whom he was passionately attached, by
so educating his Will and Imagination that he was at length
enabled, any time he willed, to call up an individual dream,
of which the general outline and even the details were
invariably the same, the lady being present. That in this
dream, though he had by no means marked out the line the
conversation was to take, she was wont to talk and act after
her usual manner, and, in short, displayed those idiosyn-
cracies of thought, speech and action precisely the same as
when he was actually in her presence. He further relates
that it. was some weeks before he could fully control in his
dream the airy romance his imagination had so vividly
pictured. It should be mentioned (what is curious and in-
teresting as a physiological fact) that his health began
to fail from the very time his experiment was
attended with success. The following instance of
this mode of * dream - directing ” may be given as
falling within our own personal knowledge. A young
lady, within whose hearing this subject was lately being
discussed at a dinner table, enthusiastically announced her
intention of putting it to the test. The result may be
briefly summed up as follows :—She resolved that shaking
hands with, and offering a white rose to a gentleman next
to whom she sat at table, was to be the form the dream
should take. The first night she tried the experiment it
was a failure; the second was attended with a similar
result, but the third night she dreamt she was walking in
the grounds of her father’s house, plucking flowers for a
bouquet, when the gentleman before mentioned walked up
to her and said,*You've forgotten your promise ; ” and she
replied, “ My memory is not so good as it was, but I will
give you one of these,” handing him a flower. She states
that after this she had dreams every night at Will, in which
the gentleman, herself, and flowers were always present,but
that it was not until the seventeenth night that the dream
was produced in its entirety. On our inquiry whether she
could now control this dream whenever she desired, she
replied,* Nearly always, I can.” Thus, in a limited space of
time, she acquired the habit of *“dream forcing,” and it is
our firm conviction that it lies within every one’s reach, by a
similar effortof the Will,to produce results equally surprising.
Did space permit, we could give several other instances of
persons having, with more or less success, attempted thus to

direct the current of their dreams, and “give to airy nothings
a local habitation and a name.”
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MAGNETISM OR MESMERISM AND
ORTIIODOX SCIENCE.
(From the Jowrnal du Magnétisme, Paris.)

Many of the greatest discoveries—take for example
CGalileo’s and Harvey’s—have heen accepted by orthodox
science only after many repulses. [t seems that savants,
men who have studied, collated, and concentrated in their
minds the ideas of their predecessors, have rendered them-
selves incapable of taking in truths of a new order. "When
called upon to study a new system, they have to overcome
fixed habits of thinking, and confirmed prejudices.  To do
this is not so casy as to rise up against the innovation.

Savants, who kunow the weight, dimensions of a planet,
and the laws of its motions, who know how to send messages
with lightning velocity from one hemisphere to the other,
may know nothing of their own inner nature, of what moves
them and by what they are attracted and repelled ; they do
know that their bodies are subject to disorder and disease,
and that they will perish ; but they do not know anything
of certain efficacy which will preserve them, and cure their
disorders and diseases. For proof of this look through

history at the contradictory varieties of their medical
systems: all by eminent savants. How many errors have they
not consecrated ! How many truths condemned !

It was in 1784 that magnetism, as revived and intro-
duced by Mesmer, received its condemnation from the
Academies of Sciences and of Medicine in France. This
condemnation is only now, after a century, in the first stage
of being revoked. Not under its proper name, however, but
as hypnotism.

Hypnotism—from Zypnos, sleep—is a peculiar state in-
duced by causing a subject to gaze fixedly wupon some
small near object. It was brought forward some years ago (by
Dr. Braid) to shew that magnetic phenomena were produci-
ble by a procedure not magnetic. This, however, has been.
gradually admitted to be a fallacy, by all—except a few'
savants, who seem to think that such an admission would be
heresy against science.

The points of difference between magnetism and
hypnotism are numerous; but the principal ones are :—1.
In the magnetic sleep the subject is passive, in the hypnotic
he is active. 2. In the magnetic there is transmission of
thought vision without the aid of the eyes, and instinctive
perception of remedies; all of which are absent in the
hypnotic. 3. In themagnetic the p1"oﬁlinent symptoms
are generally the psychic, while in the hypnotic they are
somatic. In both states the muscles and their nerves shew
great excitability ; but there is this great difference betweew
them—they contract in the magnetic at the mere pointing
with the fingers at a distance, while in the hypnotie, the
stimulus, however fine, must be physical, such as the touch
of a feather, a ray of clectrical light, a strecam of cold air
from bellows. ’ _

Magnetism is a force generated naturally in cevery indi-
vidual, capable of acting upon all temperaments without

regard to age or sex ; it re-establishes cquilibrinm of forces
in the organism i1t cases of disorder and discase. Everyonc
whose forces arc in cquilibriunt can maguetise and thus re-
lieve or cure disorder and discasc; all that the operator
requires is good sense accompanicd by an carnest wish to do
good.

When it comes to be generally known that all arc thus,
and through this foree, able to cure, some academical
savant will become informed of ib; he may then assure
himself of the fact by experiment; then he will communi-
cate it formally to his ncadentic associates, and they will,
after o few years of learned discus_sion upon claborate re-
ports of committees, finally wdmit magnetism amoung or-
thodox therapeutic agents.

H. DurviLLe,

THE HERMETIC SOCIETY AND THE CREED.

At the meeting of this Society held on Thursday, 12th
June, the president, Dr. Anna Kingsford, delivered the
first of her promised expositions of the ¢ Credo of
Christendomn,” taking for her subject the first article of the
“ Apostles’ Creed,” as recited by thic Catholic Church, 1
believe in God the Father Almighty ; Creator of Heaven
and Karth.”

The Christian Faith, she said, 18 the direct heir of the
old Roman faith. TRome was the heir of Greece, and
Grecce of Egypt, whence the Mosaic dispensation and
Hebrew ritual sprang.  Egypt was but the focus of a light
whose true fountain and centre was the Orient in general—
Lx Orvente Lua. For the East,in every sense, geographically,
astronomically, and spiritually, is ever the source of light,
But although originally derived from the East, the Church
of our day and country is modelled immediately upon the
Greco-Roman mythology, and draws thence all its rites,
doctrines, ceremonies, sacraments, and festivals. Hence
the exposition to be given of Esoteric Christianity would
deal more especially with the mysteries of the West, their
ideas and terminology being more attractive and congenial
to us than the inartistic conceptions, the unfamiliar meta-
physics, the melancholy spiritualism, and the unsuggestive
language of the East. Drawing its life-blood directly
from the pagan faith of the old Occidental world, Christi-
anity more mnearly resembles its immediate father and
mother than its remote ancestors, and will, therefore, be

better expounded by reference to Greek and Roman sources
than to their Brahminical and Vedic parallels.

The Christian Church is Catholic, or it is nothing worthy
the name of Church at all. For Catholic signifies universal,
all-embracing :—the faith everywhere and always received.
The prevalent limited view of the term is wrong and
mischievous. The Christian Church was first called Catholic
because she enfolded, comprehended, and made her own all
the religious past of the whole world, gathering up intoand
around her central figure of the Christ all the character-
istics, legends, and symbols hitherto appertaining to the
central figures of preceding dispensations, proclaiming the
unity of all human aspiration, and formulating in one grand
ecumenical system the doctrines of East and West.

Thus the Catholic Church is Vedic, Buddhist, Zend, and

Semitic. She is Egyptian, Hermetic, Pythagorean, and
Platonic. Sheis Scandinavian, Mexican, and Druidic. She
is Grecian and Roman. She is scientific, philosophic, and
spiritual. We find in her teachings the Pantheism of

the East, and the individualism of the West. She speaks the
language and thinks the thoughts of all the children of
men ; and in her temple all the gods are shrined. I am
Vedantist, and Buddhist, Hellenist, Hermetic, and Christian,
because I am Oatholic. For in that one word all Past,
Present and Future are enfolded.. And,.as St. Augustine
and other of the Fathers truly declared, Christianity con-
tains nothing new but its name, having been familiar to the
ancients from the beginning.  And the various sects, which
retain but a portion of Catholic doctrine, are but as incom-
plete copies of a book from which whole chapters have been
torn, or representations of a drama in which some only of the
characters and scenes have been retained.

The discourse, which occupied an hour in delivery, dealt
with the origin, symbolisation, and interpretation of religious
doctrine in general, and the esoteric significance of the
opening clause of the Creed in particular, shewing in a pro-
foundly metaphysical disquisition the fallacy invelved in
the conventional anthropomorphie conception of Deity, and
the necessity to a rationallsystem’of thought of a substratum
to the universe which is at once intelligent and personal,
though in & sense differing from that ovdinarily mplied by
the term ; the Divine personality being not of outward form
but of essential cousciousness ; and creation, which is mani-
festation, being due, not to action from without, but to the
perpetual Divine  presence and operation  from within;
« (Jod the Father ” being, in the esoterie seuse, the orviginal,
unditterentiated Life and Substancee of the universe, but not
limited by the universe, and Hiwself the potentiality of all
things.

A conversation followed, in which part was taken by the
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Rev. (. W. Allen, the ITon. Roden Nocl, Mr. ¢. C. Masscy,
Madame de Steiger, Mr. Maitland, and others, in the course
of which the President gave some account of the method of
flumination whereby Divine knowl(sdgcs are obtained, and
gaid that recent conversations with properly instructed
initiates from the Bast had convineed her of the identity of
the religious systems of the Hast and the West.

——— ——

. Pasaatistannan’

CORRESPONDENCE.

[1t is preferable that correspondents should append their
names and addresses to communications. 1Inany case, however,
these must bo supplied to the Editor as a guarantce of good
faith.]

Letters Carried by Occult Agency.
To the Liditor of ¢ Licur.”

Sir,—In your issue of March 29th I rccorded some incidents
which had occurred at aséance with Mr. lglinton at my residence,
and I mentioned that another manifestation had also taken place
at the same time, the nature of which I was not then at liberty
to describe. Mr. Eglinton’s spirit friends, in fact, made a strong
request to me not to give publicity to the circumstance, because
the manifestation, though successfully accomplished on this par-
ticular occasion, was so seldom possible, and when possible so
areatly exhausted the medium, that they were anxious that the
medium should not be subjected to the demands which would be
likely to be made upon him for an attempted repetition of the
phenomenon. I promised compliance with the request, but have
been released from my engagement, because similar manifesta-
tions have been subsequently accorded to others and been
reported in the columns of ‘¢ Licur.”

The séance was held at my residence on the evening of
the 23rd of March, the company consisting—besides Mr.
Eglinton—of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Pearce, mmy wife, my two
daughters, my son, and myself. We took our places at a table
precisely at seven o’clock, and were directed by raps to put out
the light at once. We did so, and in the course of two or three
minutes ¢ Joey’s ”’ familiar voice, addressing me, said, ‘‘ Mr.
Rogers, I have taken the liberty of taking away a sheet of your
printed note-paper, with which to try an experiment. We have
frequently wished to give you this manifestation, but the con-
ditions have not been favourable at the same time at both ends
of the line. I think, however, that we shall succeed to-night.
Wait patiently a little while and we shall see.” I give the
effect of ¢ Joey’s ”’ message, quoting his own words as near as I
could remember them after the sdance.

During the next few minutes nothing occurred, and then
a luminous cross was seen floating about the room, and Mr.
Eglinton at the same time remarked that Mrs. Fletcher was
present—or her double—and that he could see her peering about
a3 though she were making a careful observation of the room.
After this we chatted, and waited, for some little time, and then
we heard a noise as of something flung upon the table, ¢ Joey ”
exclaiming at the same moment, in a loud voice, ‘¢ All right,
Mr. Rogers ! there it is.”

On lighting up we found upon the table a thin envelope,
securely fastened, and containing—as I saw on opening it—two
sheets of note-paper. Omn one of these—my own paper with
printed heading and monogram—was the following letter from
Mrs. Fletcher, written in ink, and in her own handwriting, as
no one who knows her writing could for a moment doubt :—

March 23, 2.20 minutes.

This instant the paper T am now writing upon fell upon the
table heside me and my spirit guide, Violet, asks me to yield my-
iself toher influence which I will do and will write you the result
ater,

2 o’clock and 35 minutes.
" T was taken to a room I had never seen hefore (said to be in
your house). The room, not a large one, was completely darkened,
yet I saw from the light from a luminous cross which Ernest
carried, a table around which I'saw seated several persons, three of
whom I recognised, viz,, Mr, Eglinton, Mrs, Rogers, and yourself.
Mr.E. was seated at the end of the table with his back to the win-
dow, Mrs. R. was seated on Mr, E.’s right hand, you upon his left.
Nearly opposite the table is a hook case, and upon it I saw two
| portraits which were pointed out to me by two spirits who were
~ with Ernest and Joey cngaged in producing manifestations. I
. never saw a larger assemblage of beautifuland refined spirits, all

engaged not only in trying to interest themselves and their well-

heloved friends, but as well to produce manifestations which will
| astonish and convince the world. I remained with you some

minutes (long cnough to see these two spirits, who said their names
- were Frank and Kathleen) when Joey said—Go back and . write upon
' the paper which I brought you what you bave seen and I will try

to take hoth letters back before the stance closes.

Yours for the Truth,
Susin WILLis FLETCHER,

The other sheet was a piece of thin forcign note paper, headed
with a crost and a motto, “ God understands.” Whether Mus,
Fletcher is in the habit of using puper so headed I do not know.
The writing, also Mrs. Fletcher's, was as follows. Tho first
part is written in difforent ink from tho rest, and appears to be
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the commencement of a letter, already begun,but never Imlsh_cd.
The second portion is a continuation of the letter cu the first
sheet :—
LAWRENCE, MASS,

DiAnr FriEND,—You will T am sure let my long illness excusc
my not replying to your last most agreeable and friendly letter.
.No other reason would have been suflicient to cause the delay, but
writing has been a most expensive luxury, a single letter frequently
causing me a week of intense fever, ,

Now I am better, and hope

These letters must speak for themselves, I can say no more. 1
shall darken my windows and sce if these letters are removed. If
they arrive safely, of which I have no doubt, pray let me hear from
you. I fecl terribly cxhausted, as thls phasc of mediumship always
deplctes me,

With my love to your good wife and best wishes for yourself,—
Yours most sincerely,

S, W, FLeTcHER,

Unless a fraud was perpetrated these letters were written;
and brought to me by occult agency, during our séance. I have
known Mr. Eglinton intimately for some ycars, as a medium,
as a man of business,and in private life, and believing him to be
a thoroughly honourable man, this conviction very naturally
goes a long way towards satisfying me that the manifestation
was In every respect a genuine one. Still T have looked at the
matter in all its bearings with the view of determining whether
the circumstances will stand the test of a close and severe
criticism, such as many of your readers will, no doubt, fecl
ought to be applied when so great a claim is made on their
credence.

If I am asked whether Mrs. Fletcher’s description of the
objects in my room and of the relative positions of the sitters is
correct, I reply that it is absolutely correct in every particular ;
but I am also in fairness bound to add that—supposing a fraud
to have been mutually arranged between Mr. Eglinton and Mrs,.
Tletcher—Mr. Eglinton could have furnished Mrs. Fletcher
with the necessary details, seeing that, in the many séances

which we have had with him in my house, we have always sat .

in the same room and in the same positions.

If 1 am further asked whether it is possible that Mrs.
Fletcher could have obtained possession of a sheet of my printed
note-paper, I reply, ¢ Yes, if I assume that Mr. Eglinton,
having been frequently at my house, secretly appropriated a
piece and forwarded it to her for the purpose of the fraud.”

These are confessedly weak points in the evidence for the
genuineness of the phenomenon, and would be naturally so re-
garded by a doubter who did not know Mr. Eglinton so well ag
I do. But there are strong points also—so strong indecd that I
do not see how they can possibly be made tofit in with the theory
of deception. )

The letters are dated March 23rd. The day for the séanco
was'fixed only a few days before ; not leaving suflicient time for
Mr. ¥glinton to have communicated with Mrs. Fletcher,
and received a reply from her from Lawrence, near Boston,
Massachusetts, where, as I have satisfied myself, she was at the
time.

Until this particular evening we had never commenced our
séance till eight o’clock, or nearly so. But on this occasion wo
had a special reason for beginning earlier. Weo had a new ser-
vant, and it occurred to me just before seven o’clock that we
would begin at once, so as to get ‘all over before she returned
from church. Mr. Eglinton could not have known that wo
should commence sooner than usual ; and yet the first portion
of Mrs. Fletcher’s letter is headed ‘¢ 2.20 minutes,” which—as
nearly as I can make out—would be, by London time, five
mantes past seven—just five minutes after our sitting had been
begun.

The time givenintheletter forthe commencement of the sccond
paragraph is ‘‘ two o’clock and thirty-five minutes.” Allowing a
quarter of an hour, as I think we may reasonably do, for tho
completion of the writing, this would bring the time to two hours
fifty minutes, which would be, by London time, thirty-five
minutes past seven. When I lighted up after the envelope had
been thrown on thetable, Mr. Pcarce looked at his watch and
found the time was thirty-five menutes pust seve.

I give the above facts, not as indicating any now features in
Mr. Kglinton’s marvellous mediumship, but simply as so much
additional testimony to the evidence already supplicd by others.
One othoer instance I may briefly refer to. On the 22nd of April
I accompanicd two ladics on a visit to Mr. Iiglinton, at his
rooms in Old Quebec-strect, for a slate-writing sdance. We ob-
tained slate-writing under satisfactory conditions, and then pro-
cecded to make a furthor experimoent. Two clean slates were
placed upon the table, ono over the other, with a crumb of slate
pencil between them. One of the ladies, Mr. Eglinton, and
myself, ecach laid a hand on the slates, and in this position wo
sat for somo time, waiting for writing—but none camo ; but on
removing the slates we found between them an envelope con-
taining a long letter, in a handwriting which I know well, and
professedly written in Boston that very day.—Yours truly,

, L. DawsoN Rousrs,

Roso Villa, Church End, Finchley.

June 14th, 1884,
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THE CIRCULATION OF
LITERATURE.

SPIRITUAL

A correspondent writes as follows :— Having applied
to several newsagents in Southsea and Landport to supply
me with ¢Licirr,” T am informed 1t cannot be obtained.
At last I applied to Smith and Son’s railway bookstall and
paid for three copies in advance. After waiting fourteen
days they coolly told me they could not supply it.” This is
only another instance of the censorship which Messrs. Smith
and Son, amongst others, set up as to what papers they will
or will not supply to the public. Did we not know it to be
a fact we should entirely have discredited the idea thaf, such
a course of action was possible with one of the chict distri-
butors of literature. But so it is. As a matter of fact
“ Licur” is invariably published in time for trade purposes
on Thursdays, and no ditticulty should he experienced hy
newsagents in obtaining their supplies through our agent,
Mr. E. W, Allen, 4, Ave Maria-lane, London, E.C., and
there would be no ditficulty were it not for the obstructions

placed in the way by Messrs. Smith and Son and others. !

Bigotry is not quite dead yet, and the head of this firm is its
high priest.  They refuse, persistently, to get © Licur 7 and
works on Npiritualism, even to the order of their regular
customers,

The sooner such a monopoly as they enjoy is

destroyed the better.

REVIEWS.

CANIMAL MacNerisM? ; or, MeEsMERISM AND ITs PHENOMENA,
By the late William Gregory, M.D., F.R.S.E. (Professor
of Chemistry at Kdinburgh University). Dedicated by the
author by permission to His Grace the Duke of Argyll;
together with an Introduction by ¢¢ M. A. (Oxon.)” London:
The Psychological Press Association, and E. W. Allen, 4,
Ave Maria-lane. Price 6d.

This is the tirst pat of o monthly issue of a work which has
long been considered a standard text book on mesmerism and
its phenomena.  The motto, * Mesmerisim is the keystone of

all the oceult sciences,” which appears on the title page, very |

aptly describes the importance of a study of this subject to

Spiritualists and all who are interested in psychical rescarch. |

Given an intimate knowledge of mesmerism such as this book
affords to students, we have no hesitation in saying that many

a dark problem and unsolved mystery, which now puzzle and .

perplex the investigator of Spiritualism, would disappear.

The part beforo us (the work will be complete in six
monthly issues) contains four chapters, the first of which
describes the mode of operation, the first cffects and sensations
induced by mesmerism and its varied characteristics. Chapter 11

describes the control exercised by the operator over the subject | -
" gorvice comumences at 7 p.u and all seats are frev,

in various ways, and it is curious to note how emphatically the

results of the recent researches of the Society for Psychical
Research confirm the earlier investigations of Dr. Gregory.
That, however, considering the wealth and importance of the
evidence for the truth of mesmerism already on record when
the S.P.R. began its work, was only to be expected. The same
remark applies to Chapters 1II. and IV., in which community
of sensation, Thought-reading, and clairvoyance are dealt with,
Dr. G regory’s style is clear and practical, and we scrongly
advise all who have not yet seen the book to obtain it without
delay, as they cannot, whether experienced Spiritualists or un.
informed investigators, fail to profit by a perusal of its pages.

Koor Hoomi UNVEILED ; OR, TiBeTAN ‘‘ BuppHISTS” v. THE
| Buppuisrs or Tiser. By A. Lillie. London: The
> Psychological Press, and E. W. Allen. Price 1s.

We were favoured with advance sheets of this pamphlet for
notice in our last issve, and we have now to acknowledge the
receipt of a completed copy. Those who wish to know what an
Orientalist of long standing has to say against the claims of the
Theosophists will find in this little brochure a calm stat ment of
the case as it appears to Mr. Lillie.

‘¢ BriNGING IT TO Book.”—Facts of Slate-writing through Mr,
« W. Eglinton. Edited by H. Cholmondeley Pennell. Lon-
J don : The Psychological Press, and E. W, Allen,

This isa reprint of several important pieces of evidence for
the genuineness of psychography, which have appeared in these
columns. Amongst them we may name the communications of
Mr. Cholmondeley Pennell, Dr, Wyld, Mr. C. C. Massey, and
the Hon. Percy Wyndham. The editor, in his introduction, states
that ‘‘ These letters were originally written without any commu-

| nication between their authors. The object of their collective pub-

lication is to present in a corroborative form a simple statement
of facts,as facts,and without expressing any opinion with regard
to the causes of their ocenrrence, beyond the absolute and unani-
mous conviction of the writers that the effects described were
not caused by the visible ¢physical body’' of the medium. For
any expression of opinions outside the above limit each writer is
individually responsible.”

This is a capital pamnhlet for distribution among those who
are interested in psychiral research.

Booxs RECEIYED AND WILL BE NOTICED SHORTLY.—'‘From
Grave to Gay,” by H. Cholmondeley-Pennell. * Phases of
Religion,” by Rev. E. Miall.

Tue LoNpoN SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE.—A social meeting of
the members of the London Spiritualist Alliance is being
arranged for an early date in July, to be held in the Banqueting
Hall, St. James's Hall.  Full details will be given in an early
I number of ** Licur.”

Mg, W. J. CorviLLe will lecture at Neumeyer Hall, Hart-

street, Bloomsbury, next Sunday, June 22nd, at 11 a.m. The
- subject will be ¢ The GGolden Age, or the true Terrestrial Para-
dise.” At 3 p.m. the subject is to be chesen by the audience,
and written questions are invited. On Sunday, June 29th, on
the occasion of Mr. W. J. Colville’s last service in London,
there will be a special address at 7 p.m. and a musical and
literary entertainment on Thursday, July 3rd, at 8 p.m.

Miss Corner's ““ Rhineland 7 is having a world-wide circu-
lation. It is an exceedingly pretty book and contains many
amusing anecdotes, besides all the interesting legends attached

to the ancient castles from Cologne to the Volksberg. Toall
who are contemplating a tour * up the Rhine,” we would
recommend it as an agreeable companion and useful guide. The
object of ** Rhineland " being a charitable one, it has already
been productive of one good, benevolent work among the
children of the poorest district of East London. It is the
“authoress’ desire to do another such work for the ““ poor old
people,” and she has our best wishes for'a like success,

Cavispisit Roowms.- On Sunday evening last a fairly numer-
ous audience assembled at the above rooms to listen to the
weekly trance address through Mr. J. J. Morse, the subject
being ‘* NSpiritualism : its Mission to the Race.” The argu-
ment involved was, that the facts and deductions therefrom,
which constituted Spivitualism, were designed to assist in a
co-equal unfoldment of the material and spiritual qualities of
the race, so that eventually all might exhibit the spectacle of a
perfected manhood and womanhead.  On Sunday evening next
the subject will be “The Ministry of Mediumship.” The
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SERVICES BY MRS. RICHMOND

Ar Kexsivaron Towy ITaLL.

The guides of Mrs. Richmond desire to announce that
this series of discourses is not intended in any sense to be
a phenomenal illustration of Spiritualism, but will be of a
nature to invite thought concerning the inner teachings of
spirit, Therefore they wish to announce that the subject
for the next discourse (the last Mrs. Richmond will give
in London for the present), on Sunday, June 22nd, at
7 pm., will be, ¢“The Terrestrial Kingdom, the Spiritual
Kingdom, and the Celestial Kingdom—Which will finally
prevail on Earth 1” Tickets for reserved seats may be had
at the oftice of this paper, 2s. each.

The guides of Mrs. Richmond announce that they
have a work to perform in the provinces after
this scries of discourses in London has been completed,
and suggest that four or five centres of work be chosen by

the Spiritualists desiring their ministrat ions, as they wil)
not be able to visit every place.

Mrs. Richmond will visit Nottingham and deliver
discourses on Sundays, June 29th and July 6th, in the
Club Room, Morley House, Shakespeare-street, Notting-
ham, The morning services will commence at 10.45, and
the evening services at 6.30. Mrs. Richmond will also
lecture in the Vine Chapel, Beaconsfield-street, Hyson
Green, on Wednesday evening, July 2nd, at 7.30.

THE DUAL PERFECTION OF LIFE ON EARTH.

A discourse given through M=zs. Cora L. V. RicEMOND, at
Kensington Town Hall, Sunday evening, June 15th, 1834,
Mr. Webster Glynes in the chair.

Music under the direction of Mr. John C. Ward.

The 22nd chapter of Revelations by St. John the Divine was
read by the Chairman as the lesson of the evening, after which
Mrs. Richmond prefaced her discourse by an appropriate invo-
cation,

Discourse.
The subject of this evening’s discourse, as already an-
nounced, is ;:—
¢ The Dual Perfection of Life on Earth.”

¢ In THE IMAGE OF Gop crREATED HE THEM.”

Not from the brow or feet to 1ule over, or be subjected to

man, but from the side (which indicates equality), the book of
Genesis declares, was the creation of woman ; and also that
“Man was made in the image of God,” man being the generic
term for man and woman. Why we speak of ‘‘dual perfection on
earth” will be found when you turn your eyes to the far Orient,
where, under the dominion of religions that have perverted the
nature of life, the servitude of woman, her imprisonment and
bondage, have been the painful subjects of human thought,
attempted Christian enlightenment, and philanthropic endeavour
fora long period of time. But not until Mahomedanism
overran the far East, perverting the more ancient religions to
its dominion, was this abject condition so fully realised. Other
nations, especially Egypt with her great and wonderful
power of intellectual and physical force, had accorded woman
an exalted position in learning and art, and even in the ruling of
the kingdom. Many of the most refined and exalted professions,
occupations, and ofticiating forms of worship werc accorded to
woman,—the maidens of Isis, or those who were chosen to be
espoused of religion. So, also in the greater exaltation of Greece
and Rome we have the expression of equal intelligence, in
the consciousness that the thought of woman kept pace at one
time with that of man ; that, sometimes in the realm of intelli-
gence, she surpassed even those who considered themsclves her
teachers. Why we speak of this, is because to-day, in Christian
lands, the ad vancement of thought in this twofold direction has
taken rapid strides. You are in the midst of a bloodless yet
sure revolution upon this subject, politically, to-day in your home
government.

The one thing that we wish to dwell upon more especially is
the inattention accorded (by man) to the sphere of life which
has usually been denominated the ¢‘sphere of woman.” Man
and woman must necessarily. make the completement of
existence and of all life ; and while man has pursued, over sea
and land, the conquest of material nature, while he has cut
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down the forests, and delved into the mountains for gold,

ploughed the seas for knowledge and riches, 1t is the confession

with all who have been pioneers, or have been upon the frontiers

of civilisation, that man without the presence of the home, with-

out the influence of woman, is a barbarian. Your own brothers
and friends wlll attest that until the influence of home is carried
into the wilderness there is no refinement, that side by side
with the axe of the pioneer must travel the gentler, more con-
serving hand of woman. [If that be true, then it is not merely
that woman shall fill the places or positions usually accorded to
the spliere of man, but that her own domain shall receive the
credit duc as being the other half of existence ; for if grain be
planted and reaped, and the soil be prepared by the hand of
man, it still is not food, and when it passes through the hands
of womau, in preparation for the sustenance of man, it has
received more than half the labour to make it such from her
hands.

It is not only that the home shall be exalted, but that
wherever the Christian civilisation extends, where the highest
type of humanity is found, the influence of the home is domi-
nant. It becomes the centre of every thought in life. From it
must radiate all goodly attributes, all benign virtues, all graces
that adorn and uplift the race.

The harem is not the home; hence, in the countries of the
East the nations are desolate. The home is held sacred among
the nations of the West ; hence, the exalted type of civilisation
(comparatively) that you have, which is leading on to the still
further and higher type, where the home influence will pervade
every department of human life. Foris it not true in nature
that co-equally the labour is shared ? In the building of the nest
of the feathered songsters in the vernal grove, the usual toil is
aided or shared equally wherever it is possible. And is it not
true even in the breath of the rose and the lily that this dual
life sustains its part, as science well knows, in the fructification
of fragrance and bloom ? that no fruitage is on the tree, that no
fair golden grain ripens unto the harvest, no purple vine hangs
clustering with fruit, without the expression of this double life
in equal form ?

When you enter the realm of physical life and declare that
woman cannot, by her inferiority in strength, perform the
labours and duties of man, we agree with you fully., Nor
should she do so if it be the duty of man to fight—if it be his
duty to usurp the rights of others, if it be his duty to conquer
the domains by injustice, fraud and violence, and appropriate
them as his own. You would not covet such right for your
daughters, wives, and mothers, nor would they seek to possess
it. But is it true that woman cannot succeed in battle ? Does
not history afford instances where women have led conquering
armies to victory under the influence of patriotism, or pride, or
inspiration, like Joan d’Arc? Have they not won as great and
signal victories as man ?

Is it not rather that woman cannot be considered in the
realm of physical strength co-equal with man? But her endur-
ance, her patience, her charity and her kindness more than
supplement this. If she may not fight your battles, she may
follow in the wake of the battle and bind up the wounds of the
sick, soothe the suffering and the dying. If the latter is not as
important as the former, then cease to slay, and there will be
no necessity for the ambulance, the hospital, the nurse, or the
physician to atlend upon such unfortunate circumstances and
conditions.

If man, therefore, retains exclusive right of victory and
conquest, as we believe, in dual life he re presents that which

|is symbolised in force, in external conquest, in creating the

pathway, in preparing the way, in levelling the forest, in delving
into mines, in building ships, and in creating different forms
mechanism—is not this domain, after all, but the prepar-

ation for life on the earth ; while woman’s life is that
which is conserving, that which is held sacred, that
which withholds from dispersion ; so that if the gold

be gathered by man, woman’s hand preserves it in the
house ? If the forest tree be levelled, then it is her presence
that makes that humble home exalted, and if for her sake many
seas and lands are traversed, it is because she binds by the in-
fluence of her conserving force of love the powers of matter to
the superior realm and domain of the spirit.

But when you enter the realm of mind, which is supposed to
be the realm in which civilisation will exist in the coming ages
of the world, which, indeed, is the boasted realm of modern
civilisation and thought, then we do not discover any difference.
Setting aside the enfeebling preparation that woman has had in
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the way of education of the past, she entersthe domain of i1_1-
tellectual pursuits on precisely the same level with man. 1f
she solves a mathematical problem, which you will accord she .
has proven herself capable of doing, she does it in precisely |
the same manner as man. There is no sex in geometry, :md‘
woman solves the problems of algebra and trigonometry by the
rules that the sterner sex solves them. !

In the realm of any material science or philosophy, the
same laws that govern the solution of any problem in the mind
of man must also govern them in the mind of woman ; and
when you enter the still higher realm of spirit and pursue this
subject, woman has intuition. If man is supposed to be |
superior in physical strength, he certaintly often turns to the
intuitions of the wife, the mother, the sister, or the friend, for |
counsel and advice. The reason of man, and the process of |
external judgment, may be sharpened by the daily contact
with the world ; but is reason always correct ? Is the judgment

always to berelied upon ? Have you not in business or in the
pursuit of daily toil taken the advice of the wife ? or when she
said, “‘ I would not trust that man”—*¢ But why 7’ you ask. “1
have no reason to give,” she replies, ““but I would not trust him,”
you have reasoned yourself intoaccepting the written testimonials
and they have failed, and then have you not wished you had
followed the intuition that could give no reason for its existence,
rather than your own judgment, which had been blinded by the
evidence that was brought ? In this realm of intuition woman ha
stood superior to man because withheld from daily contact with
the kind of life which warps the intuition into so-called
judgment, and perverts the natural perceptions into reasonings, |
which are often superficial. Butif woman have opportunities of
expression in life, it isnot that this intitution will cease %o be
exercised, but rather that it will become one of the aids in carry-
ing forward the varied pursuits of life. Would it not be more
exalted, if side by side, as you build the home, as you create !
the sanctuary and shrine, and surround it with every loveli-
ness and beauty, you also shall surround every avenue of human
expression withthe same loveliness, and the same beauty ?

That which is necessary to be done it may also become |

necessary to do beautifully, perfectly ; and the humblest place
in existence may become teautified by the presence of that
love, and that intuition which makes sacred even the walls of
the dungeon cell, if it abide there. The lowliest taste, the
narrow treadmill of daily existence then becomes exalted to a
divine pursuit ; for if you have the same source of inspiration
that exists in the minds of those who have intuition, you
will seek those pursuits that tend to exalt and uplift humanity.
““ But,” you say, ‘‘ woman cannot go to war for her country.”
So much the better ; neither should man go to war. ¢ But,”
you say, ¢ not for the defence of your country, or the laws of
the land?” We say, there is no need to take up arms.
¢¢ Shall we then remain at home ?” We answer, the defence of
the laws of the country does not depend upon the slaying of
one’s kind, The earth and humanity are the larger country
and nation to which you all belong, and in the coming time
there will be no wars, not because man will become
enfecbled or woman less womanly, but because there will be no
aggressiveness upon the rights of your fellow-men ; there will
be room enough, country enough, land enough for all, without
usurping the rights of onc another. You say woman cannot
take up her position in the halls of legislation because they are
not suited to her presence. Then make them so.  This room is
suited to the presence of this intelligent audience of men and
women, and there is no reason why woman, with firmness and
gentleness and equality of perception, shall not prevail in the
legislative halls, ¢ But women are not statesmen,” you say.
How do you know they are not ? Some of the best diplomacy
in the world has been carried on by women. They have sug-
gosted and discovered methods of international diplomacy which
men have carried into cffect, but women who, perhaps, might
oxcercige their gifts in the broader domain of legitimato states-
manship, are now bbed of that opportunity and driven to
diplomacy, whereby this latter might be deprived of much that
is now disreputable.

True, the voice of woman in the household is in itsolf a voice
of statesmanship, for is not the houschold the smaller nation or
kingdom ¢ May it not, then, be of greater value in the larger
houschold of the nation if the true oflice of the Governmont is
to bo the home of its subjects, the parent of its children, and
the voico of tho nation is to be equally the voice of love and
wisdom in tho dominion of tho world ? Thon, too, you spouak
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of the necessity of shielding
shall she be tempted more ? Is not the world at the present
time her dwelling-place? And if she is sheltered within the
walls of the home by her own exaltation and purity, is she not
sheltered also wherever she may go?

If the world is to be made purer and better, it is by the
acceptance of the fact, that side by side with the husband and
father and brother, the wife, daughter and sister must travel,
lover and friend should go together ; that ail ways may be made
cleanand ciear and pure in the social life. For certain it is that at
the present time, you are aware, there are ills that need redress,
conditions that need exaltation, states that must be renovated,
and it is only through this equality of perfect intelligence and
perception of truth that the existing social evils can be removed.
No exaltation can exist in woman while man is degraded. They
sink or rise together. And if man is not degraded there can he
no woman degraded upon earth. So to-day, then, in this ex-
pression of life you should study rather the ideal than that which
now is, and has been considered practical, for the ideal is the
highest practicability that the world can know. It is only
through the ideal that you attain perfection. Without it you
degenerate to the dull level and treadmill of daily utility,
never rising beyond the narrow walls of physical selfishness and
bondage. When you reach the realm of the ideal, then the
coeval powers of equal intelligence, equal refinement, equal
intuition will exist in the minds of man and woman, If
physical strength exists in a greater degree on the one hand, so
shall spiritual strength supplement it on the other, When they
meet in the realm of daily occupation and pursuit there will be
perfect accord of life, and perfect harmony of intelligence, and
perfect understanding one with the other.

woman from temptation—how

You have poets, philosophers, artists, in pairs, who illustrate
this divine and exalted state—your Brownings, your Howitts,
and a dozen others, who sang songs, or whose works are wrought
under the same inspiration of the same light and the same life,
The fair page in history shows how when Raphael painted the

| dear Madonnas, the soft, gentle image of his lovely wife and her

beautiful babes came out with the inspiration of love to guide
him ; how, too, in the poem of Dante, the wonderful vision of
the heavens, he beheld transfigured before him the divine
Beatrice, who gave to him the snowy rose of Immortal Love. So
you by the ideal seek and shall find this heaven of the poets, this
dream of those who traced their thoughts in the most exalted ways
of intuition instead of seeking the narrow level and dulness of
to-day, or worshipping at the shrine of Mammon. If the latter
is not a suitable place for woman, then cease to worship there—
cease the pursuits of daily toil and daily labour for human pride.
If the footsteps of human life are such that woman may not be
admitted to walk in them, or the achievements such that woman
may not covet them, then make them such that she may share
them with you.

The farmer in his field is often aided, not only by his son
but by his daughter. Youhave only to cross the narrow channel
into Europe, especially Germany, to see that the burdens of life
are borne by woman, while men are reserved for soldiers.
Women who stay at home till the soil, performing the work that
you declare unwomanly. If this can be in the so-called highest
state of civilisation, why can it not be accorded in the domain
of intelligence where it properly belongs? If women bear the
burdens daily in their households that men do not share, why
not let the intellectual and ideal compensation come also? for it
is only by this, after all, that you will one day attain that life
and light and social perfection which you are seeking now
blindly. Man expects to win it by revolution, by victory, by
conquest, in the various domains of nature, mind, art, and
science, but it will only be won when this perfect thought is
attained. Half of this is not perfection, and no one-half of a
creation can cver be viewed as a full expression of any truth in
creation.

That which realises perfectly the Kingdom of Heaven on
carth, and the domain of man’s spiritual supremacy, will be the
realisation of the full naturo and expression of man and woman
in the most exalted state possiblo of mortal being, not in the
midst of infevior states.

You judge of the world from the cxfernal standpoint, you
make material life the standard of oxistence, and yet civilisation
is forever striving to take you from the material into the realm
of mind and spirit.  Bvery invention bears yoa toward it, every
discovery points the way, every example of usctuluess in daily

life, uplifting your daily toil, 1s but an invitation to rizse inte the
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domain of the spirit.  There woman waits for you ; she has even
preceded you there ; she stands ready with all willingness of
heart and mind and spirit to aid in winning that surpassing
estate. It must De accomplished by the usual steps of human
advancement ; and day by day, and hour by hour, you must

make your intelligence, your conversation, your society,
your worship, your praise, your aspiration equal. There

can be no perfect state of social life when man visits his club,
and woman her haunts of fashion, and they only meet at home
in the most formal way. There can be no exaltation when the
fireside is deserted for the places of fashiom and business or
pleasure.  The truest nation is that in which the equal hife of
man and woman in the home is most exalted, and per-
fected, and what the savage lost, socicty scems to have
given in its place, viz, the lack of lome in the wilderness has
been succeeded by the laclk of home in the wildernesses of civili-
sation (i.c., crowded cities). In the middle ranks of life, where
wealth and fashion and superfluous luxury do not win away
from the home, is found the true standard of the civilisation of
to-day, and where that altar and shrine is held sacred and perfect
with united intelligence of the wife and mother, with that of
the husband and father, sustaining each other, by each giving
aid in the up-building of the home, the rearing of the children,
the example that is to be set before them,—this is the strength
of this Anglo-Saxon nation and its corollary nations (the off-
shoots from the parent tree), the strength of all that race
that has gone out to conquer and civilise the world.

But conquest shall be in vain, civilisation as naught, and
shall be but a supplemental barbarism—the extreme barbarism
of wealth, of luxury, of the pursuit of idle pleasure—if it take
the place of the strong sturdy home-life, thatlaid the foundation
for every land west of the Hellenic shores,

So, dear friends, let this aspiration of the coming time, that
picture that the poets have painted and in the realisation of
which you dimly believe, be your guerdon. ¢ The habitable is
full of bliss.”

There shall be no longer the rule of caste, hereditary titles,
or the more external government of wealth, or land, or aught
that the outer world can offer independently of man and woman ;
for the earth is to become exalted, and the nations are to be
made perfect by such life as shall enter the daily consciousness
of those who are to create the coming nations of earth ; and as
they are indeed exalted, so shall those who come after them
reap the reward of that exaltation in the perfect and divine life
which they have led. No more, as now in the East, shall the
young maiden be sold for gold ; no more, as in the West, shall
the young maiden be sold for titles, lands, or kingdoms, or
mammon of any degree ; no more shall the pain and drudgery
of daily toil be superseded by the superficial glare and glamour,
and mockery of degradation ; and no more, side by side, shall
your sisters of want, misery, and shame seem to mock those
who have sold themselves to worldly power or place within the
realm of social life. For all shall, with equal opportunity and
equal example for good, perceive the true light and the true way,
and without censure, with exaltation of charity, shall take
possession of these sorrowful domains of life, that have been
too long neglected, while every thought shall tend to the
perfection of that dual existence that lays the foundation for
homes, society, governments, nations, and finally invites the

highest and loftiest intelligences to come and dwell with you.
As the muses who dwelt upon Parnassus, as the gods who
from Olympus talked with men, so shall the ideal existence
crowd around your habitations and your firesides. In the
coming life that is to dwell upon the earth, perfect gentle-
ness, peace, purity, love, intelligence, knowledge, and
wisdom, shall take possession of the lives on earth. The
Divine Exemplar, Christ, pointed out the pathway of love and
light to man, and by the exaltation of individual virtue revealed
the true expression of that love on earth ; and as this was the
typical illustration to humanity, so in the coming time, day by
day, and hour by hour, your lives are being prepared for that
dual expression that is to typify the newer and higher way,
when that Messiah comes Who shall reveal this dual life
in its perfect state. 'When the new light and the new
life shall dwell among the sons and daughters of man
it will be the prophecy of the perfected life that is to come
upon the earth, for many are ready now to perceive that light,
and shew that knowledge and purity that shines forth in their

lives, but which is now drowned by the turmoil, striving, and
struggling of the voices of Mammon, and the worldly powers

| honmes, where the voice of the mother is heard, and where the
voico of the father in gentle parental guidance is also heard,
you shall one day behold the angel of the new life descend ;
through the valleys peace shall resound, and upon the hill-sides
- in the lovely homes, that are not stately halls nor palaces of pride
| but the haunts of beauty, loveliness, and grace, adorned by
every form of art, beautified by cvery expression of intelligence,
but necither regal, nor proud, nor exclusive in their domain ;
and you shall perceive that want, misery, and degradation, and
that social disgrace that dwells in haunts of crowded cities shall
be dispersed by the gentle voice of instruction, and the hand of
ministration in equal power shall reveal itself among the sons
and daughters of men, and that this will make its pathway and
its voice heard, even to the darkest places of human woe, when
the daughters of earth—when women shall consider that sinful
when found in the hearts and lives of men as surely as when
found in the hearts and lives of women ; when humanity shall
condemn equally a sin in the one as in the other—-if there nceds
'must be condemmation; when the voices of truth and purity
shall exert equal influcuce upon both,—and when there shall be
no censure that is not visited alike upon both; when tho
Magdalen, pleading to the Master, was forgiven, so is the voice
of the future revealed in that Divine love, that can exalt, uplift,
cast aside all blame under the light of the Divine judgment
which is impartial and exercised upon all alike.

Now, on Dbehalf of that coming time, appealing to that
which is highest and best in your natures, portraying and
revealing the life that through your own children and through
your own childhood, through the voice of wife and mother havo
pleaded to you, ever from the home, from the Heaven above
you, let this exaltation daily become more and more a part of
your being, until in that Divine Kingdom, side by side, as
angels in their perfect estate, man and woman shall walk the
earth free, and pure, and true, beneath the light of Heaven ;
while the voices of children shall no longer be turned into dis
cord by the sounds of pain and suffering, but all shall be sounds
of joy, and music sweet under the dominion of the light, of
the angel of love and harmony whose life is in your life, whose
soul is in your soul, and whose dwelling-place upon the earth
you shall make possible by your aspirations toward the Divine
and perfect, the dual kingdom of God’s love upon carth.

THE SOUL'S QUESTIONS.

Hast sifted all the boast of life and death?
Hast tracked dim nature to her inmost cause ?
Is the grave final—is the spirit breath—
God but the sum: of laws ¢

Has thy fierce mind outrun thine April years,
And wrought December in the icy blood?

Is thine heart schooled ’gainst human hopes and fears—
Is all indifferent good ?

And art thou wearing to the heedless goal
Resigned into the iron hands of fate ?

Oh God, the peril of the faithless soul,
TUnmoved of love or hate !

A scal is set upon thy pallid brow

Cursed with the spirit of dark uubelief :
Oh'! it were ecstasy for thec to know

The joy of human grief.

GOETHE'S LAST VERSE.
“ Uper ALLEN G1pruLN,” &c.

The mountain tops, in golden sunlight dying,
Whisper of rest:

The forest-birds in silence now are lying,
Each in his nest:

And motionless, by evening airs unshaken,
The forest crest :

Wait thou! and soon thou too

Shalt from life’s heavy dream awaken,

Oun the great Father’s breast!

In magnetising I mentally pray to the Source of all lives for
what is wanting in my brother’s life and in my own. I have
faith that such prayers are answered. All manifestations in
nature procceding from one Source, in obedience to laws—
unknown to us—to this Source I pray, with the conviction that
we are all dependent upom Him, as branchlets arc dependent

that arc heard in the land. In those lovely and sequestered

upon the tree from which they have sprung.—Calagnet,
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«THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT” ON THE
SPIRITUALISTIC AND OCCULT THEORIES.

The wave of interest in, and discussion of, Theosophical
theories seems now to have reached the Auntipodes, and our
Melbourne contemporary for May is largely occupied with
the subject. In the course of an editorial occur the follow-
ing remarks :—

For our own part we are only anxious for the supremacy of
Truth, and are ready to give up any theory we hold as soon as
another is presented which commends itself to our reason as
better and covering the ground more thoroughly than our present
one. For this reason we are seeking for ourselves and our
readers all the light we can get bearing upon the important sub-
ject of man’s future state and spiritual powers. Our Occultist .
friends profess to Anow absolutely the truth on both these mat-
ters, whilst the Spiritualist only knows what his experience and
that of others who have investigated in the same direction, has

revealed ; but as a rule he is a Free-thinker, and as such indis-
posed to accept anything on authority, hence the very assump- |
tion of such authority makes him suspicious of those who
assume 1it, and causes him to demand undoubted proofs
from them before he acknowledges their claims. Therefore,
when their dictum is diametrically opposed to his experiences,
Limited though they be, it is not to be wondered at that he
should reject, and in some instances ridicule, that which from
his standpoint appears unreasonable and untenable.

Spiritualists and Theosophists are in unison on many
important points ; they are working together for the dispersion
of ignorance and the advancement of humanity physically, !
morally, and socially, the main point of their divergence being
the nature of the future life. The Occultist asserts that it is
subjective, and that the spiritual ‘‘ Ego’’ does not and cannot
communicate directly with humanity, nor is even conscious of
what is transpiring in the world ; they do not deny the pheno-
mena called Spiritual, but attribute them to the reliquc or siowly
dissolving physical qualities of the personality bereft of the
essential spirit, or to a low order of spirit, called ¢ Pisachas,”
i.e., devils, and lastly to ‘‘Elementaries” (sub-human spirits).
The Spiritualists, on the other hand, are quite unable to
reconcile this with their experience ; they find the intelligences
communieating with them invariably asserting that they are
spirits, giving proofsof identity, exhibiting affectionate sympathy,
and a knowledge distinct from and often transcending that of
the human interrogators; they consult the records of those
more advanced in science or intellect who have investigated in
the same direction, and everywhere finding corroboration of the |
central fact of their experience, they are constrained to reject !
the Occult theory as untenable. The interview we have recorded* .
with the spirit *‘ Peter” will be found interesting by many, |
and especially to those who have met him either at Mr, Spriggs’
séances here or at Williams’s in London. Peter has been
personally alluded to in the Theosophist as a ‘¢ Pisacha,” but all
our intercourse with him was out of harmony with the character,
as we had always found him truthful, consistent, and obliging. |
We therefore gave him at his request an opportunity of justify-
ing himself and establishing, if he could, his right to be
considered a spiritual entity. The interview took place at our
private residence (where we have never met Peter before), with
only the medium, reporter, ourselves, and a country friend
present, Within three minutes of our sitting, Peter greeted us
in the direct voice, and when he had finished, the clear,
melodious voice of the Indian, Skiwaukie, rang through the
house and was heard by all on the premises. Peter was not, by
all accounts, nor is he now, a highly intellectual person, but in
a matter of fuct this is not essential. In a court of justice the
evidence of an intelligent peasant or workman of good repute |
1s equal to that of a nobleman or scholar when dealing |
with simple facts of their experience; and in this light
Peter’s testimony is as good as that of the most intellectual

spirit that ever comwmunicated. There is one particularly
noticeable feature in his statement that may throw some light
on the difficulty, that is in reference to the subjective siate he
and others pass into when resting from their labours. 1t would
appear to us that this is the state called ¢ Devachan” by the
Occultists, who assume it to be the normal condition of spirits.
It has been pointed out to us by an intelligence who professes
to have been one of the earlier ‘‘adepts,” that they, when in-
vestigating spiritual things, are in an abnormal state, and liable
to err in relation to more material conditions ; but of this more
anon: we simply present the case for the consideration of our
readers, and may have occasion to enter more fully into the sub-
ject further on.

i
|
|

PrymourH.—The services last Sunday were leld as usual,
the address in the morning being given by Mr. J. Husson
(trance medium), who spoke on our duties to ourselves and to
each other ; while in the evening, Mr. R. 8. Clarke discoursed
inspirationally on the question, ‘Can Prayer, under any
circumstances, prevail with Deity ?” this subject being chosen
by the congregation from a large number handed up to the
chairman.—THETA.

* Bee current mumber of Harbinger of Liyht.

MR. PETER LEE ON « LIFE.”

Under this heading the Rochdale Times gives a verbatim
report of a long lecture by Mr. Peter Lee, before the
Rochdale Field Naturalists’ Society. Mr. Lee is a warm
and devoted Spiritualist, and has not hesitated to aftirm his
belief in Spivitualism in the face of much that would have
discouraged many from such an avowal. TFor a long time
past he has taken considerable interest in all that concerned
Spiritualism in Rochdale, and has on every convenient
occasion urged its claims in public.

My, Lee, in the course of his very interesting address,
made the following remarks :—

We are justified, I think, in inferring the possibility and the
great probability that we ourselves, by a process of nature, are
imperceptibly developing that subtle principle called spirit,

 which shall survive in a condition suitable to its manifestation.

Should any one be beld enough to declare this an impossibility,
then I fall back upon psychological experiments, which have
proved beyond the shadow of a doubt to those who have success-
fully conducted them that there is something more in man than
his five ordinary senses. It is now too late to deny that there
are those known as clairvoyants and somnambules. Experi-
ments made by mesn:erists—and it is too late now to deny there
is such a science as mesmerism or animal magnetism—prove that
these persons can under certain abnormal conditions either see
thousands of miles through solid matter,or travel, as they affirm,
enveloped in a condition other than matter. It is nerfectly useless,
however strange it may seem, to deny what I now affirm,
because I speak from actual knowledge gained from personal
experiment. My experience agrees with what I have read and
also with that of other living witnesses with whom I have come
i contact. I take another standpoint here, and affirm there is
no death because I have proved the possibility of an abnormai as
well as the normal manifestations of the life principle ; that is to
say a lady in Rochdale, in an abnormal condition, has accurately
described existent facts at Sowerby Bridge, of which she had not
the slightest knowledge in her normal condition. When asked
to account for this she described herself as having left
her body—her sentient self being in Sowerby Bridge whilst
a vital connection was maintained with her physical
organism at Rochdale. A similar description has been
given by a lady—Madame Saumer, I think, by name, at Paris
when describing existent facts in Sweden of which she had not
a normal knowledge. All this may seem a digression from the
subject, but it is not, for facts like these open up to us an un-
explored sphere wherein shall probably be demonstrated man's
immortality. To waste any part of the universe is an impossi-
bility, to annihilate any part is equally impossible. This being
so as regards the physical entities, the same rule must hold good
of metaphysical principles. The thoughts of Demosthenes and
Cicero and of other philosophers who lived before them are
living principles in the minds of many men at the present day,
and shall we say the substance is dead and the shadow is the
living reality ? Nay, not one whit more than we say water has
no existence because it has evaporated and gone from our
sight. Tt is inconceivable that the outcome of immutable law
can have any retrocession. Life being an ever present, universal,
and indestructible principle, intelligence also being the con-
comitant of life wherever manifested, it follows that neither can
have an end. Two bodies of equal bulk cannot occupy the same
place at one time, but as one body gives place another may take
it, so there is nothing absurd in affirming that as the substance
through which life and intelligence are manifested, returns to
the bulk from whence it was built up, so another entity unseen
to mortal eye may take its place. Nature maintains her own
equilibrivm ; therefore if it were possible that one life could be
abstracted from the uuiverse, this principle could not hold.
What, then, must be the conelusion ? as there cannot be any
exceptions in universal principles, there cannot be any death,
the principle of life being infinite, indestructible, and eternal.

Mui. MinNeRr STEPHEN is practising the healing by laying on
of hands at Dunedin. The advertising columns of the Morning
Herald of April 5th contain several colummns of testimonials
from persons who have been permanently cured by him,—
Harbinger of Light.

Miss JearrresoN, an English lady, resident in Jerusalem,
has, as our readers are aware, already published two parts of a
small work, entitled ¢ The New Earth,” in which she en-
deavours to give prophetic interpretation to a good many
Scriptural passages and allusions. We believe that another
part—Part I11. —is about to be issued.

Mrs. RicumonNp AT NorriNgHAM.—DMrs, Richmond will
visit Nottingham and deliver discourses on Sundays, June 209th
and July 6th, in the Club Room, Morley House, Shakespearo-
street, Nottingham. The morning services will commence at
10.45, and the ovening services at 6.30.  Mrs. Richmond will
also lecture in the Vine Chapel, Beaconstield-street, Hyson
Green, on Wednesday evening, July 2nd, at 7.30.
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TESTIMONIES OF THE ANCIENT PATHERS

PERSONAL EXISTENCE OF JESUS
AND HIS APOSTLES.

CONTRIBUTED BY “LiLv.”

[A portion of these testimonies will be published weekly, until the series is
ended, They are translations from the Latin and Greek Fathers, and have been
made directly from the original texts, where these have come down to us. This
remark, parhaps, is necessary, as translators are frequently content with a
second-hand rendering from some modern language, and often,in the case of the
Greek Fathers, from the Latin, The translator is Joseph Manning, Esy., who
was specially selected for this work by one of the principals of the literary
department of the British Museum.]

XVIIIL.-—Srravrio.

“Serapio,” says St. Jerome, ¢ ordained Bishop of
Antioch, in the eleventh year of Commodus, wrote an
Kpistle to Caricus and Pontius on the heresy of
Marcion ; to Domninus also, who in the time of perse-

LIGHT,
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cution had fallen away to the Jews. IHe composed a
volume and another book on the Gospel, which passes
under the name of Peter, to the Church at Rhosse of
Celicia, which by the reading of it had gone aside into

heresy.”
(Ece. Hist. vi. 12))

as Churist.
experienced persons we deprecate.’

Jlusebius preserves an extract from this.

¢ For we brethren receive Peter and other Apostles
But the false writings in their name as

St. Jerome continues :—
“At first before he himself (Kusebius) had read this

book, he had given them psermission to read it, but
now, after having read it, he marks out in it a
number of passages for condemnation.

He says:”
¢ And indeed we found many more things than the

right account of the Saviour, and some quite different
which we subjoin to you.’

(J'o be continued.)
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Hints for the Bvidences of Spiritualism. Second Edition-
Crown 8vo, pp. viii.and 120, cloth, 2s. 6d.

The Childhood of Religions, including a Simple Account of
the Birth and Growth of Myths and Legends. DBy EDWARD
Cuoop, F.R.A.S. Crown 8vo. 5s,

The Reconciliation of Religion and Science. Being
Essays on Immortality, Inspiration, Miracles, &c. By T. W,
Fowrg, M.A. Demy 8vo. 10s, 6d.

Eeaven and Hell ; or, The Divize Justice Vindicated in the
Plurality of Existences. By ALLAN KARDEC. Translated by
AXNA BLACKWELL, Crown 8vo, pp. viil. and 448., cloth, 7s. 6d.

A Critical History of the Doctrine of a Future Life,
with a Complete Bibliography of the Subject. By WM. ROUNSE-
VILLE ALGER. Fourth Edition ; thoroughly revised. 8vo, pp.x.
and 914, cloth, 10s. 6d. ; postage 6d.

The Occult World. By A. P. Sinverr, A New Edition.
Contents : Introduction — Occultism and its Adepts — The
Theosophical Society—Recent Occult Phenomena—Teachings of
Occult Philosophy. 172 pp., cloth, price, 3s. 6d.

Our Eternal Homes. Contents: What is Heaven ?—Guardiar.
Angels—Heavenly Scenery—Death the Gate of Life—Do the
Departed Forget us ?—>Man’s Book of Life—Infants in Heaven.
Crown 8vo. 2s. 6d.

Spirit Identity : an Argument for the Reality of the Return
of Departed Human Spirits, illustrated by many narratives from
personal experience; together with a discussion of some diffi-
culties that beset the inquirer. Price 5s.

The Soul-World. The Homes of the Dead. Penned by
the Rosicrucian, P. B. RANDoOLPH, This work is dedicated to those
who think and feel ; who are dissatisfied with current theories and

rash speculations regarding the Soul—its origin, nature, destiny ;
who are wearied with the unsatisfactory platitudes of the Eloists,
snd desire a better ground of faith in Human Immortality. Cloth,
12wu pp 324, Price 8s. 6d., postage free.
The Day-Dawn of the Past : being a Series of iSix Lectures
on Science and Revelation. By “ An Old Etonian.” Contents,—
1. Divine Truths and Human Instruments—2. In the Beginning :
God—3. From Chaos to Cosmos—4. Foot-prints of the Creator—S5.
Man or Monkey ?—6. The Cradle and the Grave. 200pp., Crown
8vo.,Profusely Illustrated, printed on good paper,and handsomely
bound in thick bevelled cloth boards. Price 3s. 6d. ; post free, 4s.
“ This excellent little volume,”— Public Opinion.

On Miracles and Modern Spiritualism. By ALFRED R.
WaLLacg, F.R.G.S., F.Z.8,, &ec., author of * Iravels on the Ama-
zon and Rio Negro,” “ Palm Trees of the Amazon,” “Malay Archi-

I.—An

pelago,” &e., &¢. This handsome volume consists of :
Answer to the Arguments of Hume, Lecky, and others against
Miracles. II.—The Scientific Aspects of the Supernatural. Much
enlarged, and with a Note of Personal Evidence, III.—A Defence
of Modern Spiritualism. Reprinted from the Zortnightly Revien,
With an Appendix applying to the most recent criticisms. These
treatises are much enlarged, and in many places re-written, con-
stituting it a new work., The Note of Personal Evidence is very
valuable, and the Apypendix is entirely new, Price, 5s, May be

By A. Ro- |

Seers of the Ages.

Genesis :

had from the Office of “ LigHuT.”

The Principles of Psychology. Fourth Thousand. 2 vols,

36s.

Theosophy and the Higher Life; or, Spiritual Dynamies.

and the Divine and Miraculous Man. By G. Wyld, M.D,, Edine
President of the British Theosophical Society. Contents: I. The
Synopsis. II. The Key to Theosophy. III. Spiritual Dynamics.
IV, Man as a Spirit. V. The Divine and Miraculous Man,
VL. How best to become a Theosophist. VII. Can Anwmsthetics
Demonstrate the Existence of the Soul? VIII. The British
Theosophical Society. 138 pp., cloth, 3s.

The Spirit's Book. Containing the Principles of Spiritist

Doctrine on the Immortality of the Soul, &ec., &e., according to
the Teachings of Spirits of High Degree, transmitted through
various Mediums, collected and set in order by ALLAN KARDEC,
Translated from the 120th thousand by ANNA BLACKWELL,
Crown 8vo, pp. 512, cloth. 7s. 6d.

The Medium’s Book ; or, Guide for Mediums and for Evoca-

tions. Containing the Theoretic Teachings of Svirits concerning
all kinds of Manifestations, the Means of Communication with
the Invisible World, the Development of Medianimity, &c., &c,
By AuLAN KARDEC, Translated by ANNA BLACKWELL, Crown
8vo., pp. 456, cloth, 7s. 6d.

AXCIENT, MEDIEVAL AND MODERN
SPIRITUALISM. By J. M. PEeBLES. This volume of nearly 400
pages, octavo, traces the Phenomena of SPIRITUALISM through
India, Egypt, Phenicia, Syria, Persia, Greece, Rome, down to
Christ’s time., Treating of the Mythic Jesus ; Churchal Jesus;
Natural Jesus. How Begotten ? Where was He from twelve to
thirty? Was He an Essenian! MODERN SPIRITUALISM. The
wave commencing in Rochester ; Its present Altitude ; Admissions
from the Press in itsfavour; Testimonies of the Poets ; Testi-
monies of its Truth from the Clergy ; Beecher, Chapin Hepworth,
&e. ITs DOCTRINES SYSTEMATISED. What Spiritualists believe
concerning God, Jesus Christ, the Holy Ghost, Baptism, Faith,
Repentance, Inspiration, Heaven, Hells, Evil Spirits, Judgment,
Punishment, Salvation, Progression, the Spirit-World, the Nature
of Love, the Genius, Tendency and Destiny of the Spiritual Move-
ment. Boundin bevelled boards. Price 9s.

The Miracles and Predictions according
to Spiritism. (Just issued. Never before translated into
English,) By ArLnAN KARDEC, Author of ¢ The Spirits’ Book,”
“ Book on Mediums,” and “Heaven and Hell.” The object of
this book is the study of thre> subjects—Genesis, Miracles, and
Prophecies—and the work presents the highest teachings thereon
received during a period of several years by its eminent author
through the mediumship of a large number of the very best
French and other mediums.—The books of Allan Kardec upon
Spiritualism attained an immense circulation throughout France,
and were received with great favour by all classes. In this work,
here for the first time presented in English, it is conceded by
everyone he has far surpassed all his previous efforts, and
effectually cleared up the mystery which has long enshrouded the
history of the progress of the human spirit. The ground taken
throughout is consistent, logical, and sublime ; the ideas of Deity,
human free agency, instinct, spirit-communion, and many other
equally profound and perplexing subjects incomparably grand.
The iconoclasm of Kardec is reverential ; his radicalism con-
structive, and his idea of the divine plan of nature a perfect
reconciliation of scientific with religious truth; while his ex-
planation of miracles and prophecy in harmony with the im-
mutable laws of nature carries with it the unmistakable impress
of an unusually exalted inspiration. Whatever view may be

taken of the author's conclusions, no one can deny the force

of his arguments, or fail to admire the sublimity of a mind

devoting itself through the best years of an earthly existence

to intercourse with the denizens of the spirit-world, and to the

presentation of the teachings thus received to the comprehensions

of all classes of readers. The book will be hailed by all Spirit-

ualists, and by those as well who, having no belief in Spirit-

ualism, are willing to consider its claims and to read what may

be said in support of their truth, as a valuable addition to a

literature that embraces the philosophies of two worlds and

recognises the continuity of this life in another and higher form

of existence. Cloth 12mo, tinted paper, pp. 488. Price Gs, ¢d,
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TESTIMON& TO PSYOHIOAL PHENOMENA.,

The following is a list of cminont porsons who, aftor porsonal
investigation, have satistind themselvos nl" thoe rv::,h.i'){ of Koo of
the phenomena generally known as Puychical or blm‘mlf"lmnc'

NI An astorisk is prefixod to thoso who havo oxchangod

Jief for knowledeo, ‘ ]

])(h.q(f'!-‘-'txlvllr:. The Harl of Crawford and  Balearres, F.l‘».S.,
Peosident. 1L ALS, ¢ W, Crookes 'Ii‘oll(.)w and Gold Moedallist,
of the Royal Sooioty : *C. Varley, .lf‘.‘ll-.ﬁ., (.}i E';‘,‘A', ,I‘{'
Wallaco, tho ominent Naturalist: W. K. Bavvotb, W.R.S.H.,
Professor of  Physies in tho  Royal  Gollego of - Seioneo,
Dublin; Dr. Lockhart Robortson ; ¥Dr. J. Wlliotson, T R.S.,
gomoelime Prosident of the Royal Modical and Chivurgieal
Society of London ; *Professor do Morgan, sometimo Prosident
of the Mathematical Socioty of London : *¥Dr. Wi, hregory,
1RS48, sometime Professor of Chenistry in tho Univorsity of
Fdinburel ; *Dr. Ashburner, *Mr. Rutter, *Dr. Hovbert Mayo.,
I RS, Qe Qe

*¥Professor W, Zéllnor, of Leipzig, author of ““Transcondental
Physics,” &e. ; Professors (1 1. Fechner, Scheibner, and JL 11
Fichto, of Toipzig 3 Profoessor W, W, Weber, of Gattingon ;
Prefessor Hoftman, of Winzburg 3 Profossor Perty, of Borne;
Professors Wagner and Butlevolly of Potersbuvg ; Professors Havo
and Mapes, of U.S A, 5 ¥Dr, Robart Wriese, of Breslac; Mons,
Canille Flammarion, Astronomer, &e., &e.

Lrterarure, The 1arl of Dunravon; T. Al Trollopo
Q. . Hall; Gerald Massey ; Captain R Buvton 5 Profossor
Cassal, L1 D., *Lord Brougham ; *Lord Lytton ; ¥Loed Lynd-
hawst; ¥ Archbishop Whately; ¥Dr. R.Clunnbers, VRSB ¥ WO M,
Thackeray ; ¥*Nassau Senior ; ¥George Thompson; *W. Howitt;
*¥Serjeant Cox ; *¥Mrs. Browning, Hon, Roden Noel, &e., &e.

Bishop Clwrko, Rhodo Island, U.S.A.; Davius Lyman,
U.S A, ¥ Professor W, Denton ;. Professor Alex. Wilder ;
Professor Hiram Corson ; Professor Geovge Bush ; and twenty-
four Judges and ex-Judges of the U.S. Courts ; Victor Hugo ;
Baron and Baroness von Vay; ¥W. Lloyd Garrison, U.S AL
*Hon. R. Dale Owen, U.S AL *HHon. J. W. Edmonds, U.S A
*¥Fpes Sargent 3 *Baron du Potot ; ¥*Count A, do Gasparin
*Baron T.de Guldenstiitbbo, &e., &e.

Socian Postrron. —H. L H. Nicholas, Duke of Leuchtenberg;
LS L the Prinee of Solms; LS. H. Prinee Albrecht of Solhns
¥TLS.H. Prinee ile of Sayn Wittgenstein ; The Counltess of
Caitlimess ; Hon, Alexander Aksakof, Twmperial  Councillor of
Russin ; the Hon J. T, O’Sutlivan, somotime Ministor of U, S, A.
at the Court of Lisbou ; M. Favre-Clavaivoz, Iato Cousul-General
of Trancoat Trioste ; the late Kmperorsof *Russia and *Franco ;
Presidonts *Thiers, and *Lincoln, &e., &e.

Is it Conjuring?

1t 18 somotimes-confidently alleged that medivms are only
clever conjurers, who oasily decoive tho simple-mindod and
unwary.  But how, then, about the conjurors thomselves, somoe
of the most accomplished of whom have doclaved that the ¢ mani-
festations” are utterly hoyond the resources of their art 92—

Rogurre TTounin, the great French conjurer, investigatod the
subject of clairvoynnee with the sensitive, Alexis Didier. Tn the
result ho unverervedly admitted that wlat he had  observed was
wholly beyond the resources of his art to explain. Bee ¢ Paychische
Studien” for January, 1878, p. 43,

Provessor Jacons, writing to the editor of  ZLicks, Mehr Licht,
April 10th, 1881, in referencoe to phenomena which ocearred in
Taris through thoe Brothers Davenport, said :—4%As o Prestidigitator
of repute, and o sincere Spivitaalisty, 7 affirm that the medianinic
facts demonstrated by the  two brothers awere  absolutely {rue,
and belonged to  thoe Spiritralistic order of things in every
respeet,  Mesars, Robin and Robert Houwdin, when attempting to
imitato these anid facts, never prosented to the public anything

beyond an infantine and almost grotosquo parady  of the said
phenomena, and it would be only ignorant and obstinate persons
who could regard the questions seriously as set forth by these
gentlemen, .., Following the datn of the learned chemist and
natural philosopher, Mr, W, Crookes, of London, I am now in a
position to prove pluinly, and by pwrely scientific moethods, the
existence of o “paychio foree” in wmesmerism, and also * the indivi-
duality of the spirit ¢ in Spiritual manifestation,” "

Samukn - BenpAciing, Courr CoNaurtr AT BrRLIN, -
T hereby deelave it to be w rash action to give decisivo
judgment  wpon the objective  medial  porformance  of  the

American medium, Mr, Henry Slade, altor only one sitting and
the observations go mado,  After T had, at the wish of several
highly estoemed gentlemen of mnk and position, and also for my
own interest, testod the physical wediwmship of Mr. Stade, in o
soriow of sititings by full daylight, as well as in the evoning in his
bedroom, T must, for the sake of {rath, herchy cortily that thoe
phenomennl ocenrrences with Mr, Slade have beon thoroughly
expmined by me with (ho minutest obsorvation nnd investigation
of Wig rurroundings, including tho table, and that U have ref ix
the smallest degree Tound anything 1o bo producad by meauns of
prestidigitdive manifestations, or by mechanienl apparatus ¢ and
that, any explanntion of the experiments which took place wuder
the virewmstanees and copditions then obtaining by uny roforence o
prestidigitntion is absolutely impossible. Homusl rest with such
men of seience as Crooken nad Waidlace,in hondou s Porty, in Berno,
Putlerof, in 8t. Petersburg 3 to reaveh for tho explanation ol this
phenomenad power, and 1o prove its reality,  1doclaro, moreover,
thwo published opinions of byymen as to tho = How " of this subjeat,
to bo prevdure, and, aocording Ao my  view and esperionee,
falso nid one-sidod,  This, my docluration, s signod snd exeouted
betore 0 Notary nml witnesser—(Sigumd) SAMUKL BRELLACIHINI,
Berling, Docombor GLh, 1877

| June 21
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ADVICE TO INQUIRERS.

The Conduct of Circles.—By M.A. (Oxon.)

Tf you wish to sce whothor Spiribualism is roally only ugglery
nnd imposturoe, try it by porsonal experiment. .

If you can geb an introduction to somo experienced Spirit.
ualist, on whose good faith you ean vely, ask him foradvico ; and
if ho i holding private circlos, sock pormission to attond ono
to soo how to conduet sdancos, and what to expoct.

Thoro ig, howover, difliculty in obtaining accoss o privato
circlos, and, in any case, you must voly chiofly on oxperiencos
in your own family cirelo, or amongst your own friends, all
strangors being  excludod.  Thoe bulk of Spiritualists have
gninod convietion thus.

Form o civelo of from four to eight porsous, half, or at loast
two, of negative, passive temperament, and preferably of the
fomalo sex 5 the rest of a morvo positive type.

Sit, positive and negative altornately, seeure against disturh-
anco, In subduod light, and mcomfortablo ard unconstrained
positions, vound an uncovered table of convenicnt size.  Placo
the palms of the hands {lat upon its uppor surface.  The hands
of cach sittor need not touch those ot his neighbour, though
the practico is frequontly adopted.

Do not econcentrato attention too fixedly on the oxpected
manifestations.  Kngage in choerful bt not frivolous conver-
sation.  Avoid dispute or argument.  Scepticism has no
doterrent effect, but o bittor spivit of opposition i a person
of dotormumod  will may totally stop or decidedly impede
manifestations.  If conversation flags, music is a great help, it it
be agreeable to all, and not of a kind to irritate the seusitive car,
Patienco is essential ;5 and it may be necessary to wmeet ten or
twelve thmes, at short intervals, before anything ocews. 1If
aftor such trinl you still fail, form a fresh ecirclo.  Guess at the
roason of your failure, eliminate the inharmonious elements, and
introduce others.  An hour should be the limit of an
unsuccessful sdance.

The first indications of snecess usually ave a cool breeze passing
over tho hands, with involuntary twitching of tho hands and
arms of some of the sitters, and a sensation of throbbing i tho
tablo.  These indications, at lirst so slight as to cause doubt as
to their veality, will usually develop with more ov less rapidity.

If tho table moves, let your pressure be so gentle on its surface
that you are sure you are not aiding its motions,  Aftor somo
time you will probanly find that the movement will continue if
your hands are held over but not in contact with it. Do not,
however, try this until the movement s assured, and be in no
hurry to get messages.

When you think that the time has come, let some one
take command of the circle and act as spokasman.,  Explain to
the unseen Intelligence that an agreed code of signals is desir-
able, and ask that o tilt may be given as the alphalet is slowly
repeated at the several letters which form the word that the
Intelligenee wishes to spell. Tt s convenient to use a single tilt
for No, throe for Yes, and two to express doubt or uncertainty.

When a satisfactory communication has been established
ask if you are rightly placed, and if not, what order you should
take. After this, ask who the Intelligenee purports to be, which
of the company 18 the medinm, and sueh relevant questios, I
confusion occurs, aseribe it to tho difliculty that coxists in
dirocting the movements at fivst with exactitude.  Patience will
remedy this, if there be a real desive on the part of the Intelli-
genee to speak with you.  If you only satisfy yourself at first
that it is possible to speak with an Intelligence separato from
that of any person present, you will have gained much.

Thoe signals may take the form of raps.  1f 80, use the same
codo of signals, and ask as the vaps become clear that they may
be made on the table, or in a part of the voom where they are
demonstrably not produced by any natural means, but avoid
any vexatious imposition of vestrictions on free communication.
Lot the Intellizonco uso its own means 5 if the attompt to com-
municato deserves your attention, it probably has somethg to
sy to you, and will resent being hampered by usceless ter-
forence.  Hoorests groatly with the sitters to make the
manifestations clevating or frivolous, and evou tricky.

Should an attempt bo mado to entraneo the wmedium, or to
manifest by any violont mothods, or by moeans of form-manifes-
tations, ask that the atltempt may be deferred till you can seeuro
the prosenee of somo exporvienced Spivitualist, 1 this vequest
is not heodaed, discontinue tho sitting, The procoss of developing a
trance-medinm is one that might. disconcert an ineyporienced
tarer,  Inercased Light will cheek noisy manitestations,

lﬂlh‘“'\' 'I‘l'_\' the resulis you wol I»)' the lighi of  Reason,
Maintain a level head awd a clear judagment. Do onot believe
overything vou are told, for though the great anseen world
contains m:l“n‘\' a wiso and discorning Spivit, i also has inoit
tho accumulation of human folly, vanity, and orvor s and this
hes nearer Lo thoe saeface thane that which s wise and oo,
Dislrust. the free uso of great mues, Novor for 4 momen
abandon the use of your Remsone Do not enter iinio a very
Hu]mnn ill\'(\H(ig:Lfil‘ll o Nl)il‘ilw of it“\\ L‘-lll‘i('ﬂ“)' ur f\‘i\'\llil‘\'A
Cullivate a reveront dosire for whatl is pare, good, and teae,
You will bo vopaid i vou gain ondy aw v\l arounded eonviction
that thoro is n life after death, for which o pave and goed e
beforo death is tho best and wisest propacation
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