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NOTES BY THE WAY
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We have received several letters on this subject
from writers who are under the impression that this
reform should be made part of the Spiritualist platform.
We think that for the present .Spiritualists have
sufficient to do in maintaining- their central principle,
which carries with it by implication the reform and
removal of many of the barbarisms of an imperfectlydeveloped humanity. It seems to us that these evils
are better outgrown by the gradual advance of spiritual
perception than by some legal enactment. These enact
ments are sometimes premature and while curing one
evil tend to create others. Moreover it is not to be
forgotten that there are two sides to this case and that
many men of trained mind and humane sympathies are
not at all convinced that the time has arrived for the
abolition of this form of punishment.
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WHEN

DISBELIEF IS DELIBERATE.

Many years ago the late Canon Liddon answered
an objection that it was strange that the evidences for
Christianity in the way of seemingly miraculous
happenings were rejected by many of those amongst
whom they occurred. He replied :—
Our experience shows that when the human
will is strongly disposed to ignore the practical
consequences of a fact, it has a subtle and almost
unlimited power of blinding the intellect even to
the most elementary laws of evidence.
That remark has a strong bearing on our modern
evidences when they are brought before those who
have the “will to disbelieve”. Observing some of
these persons narrowly, we have sometimes arrived at
the conclusion that, although secretly they know the
truth, they find it a very uncomfortable one. They
have their own reasons for this into which we need
not too curiously pry, concealing our own private con
clusions out of charity. But it is a little curious that
the thought of the possibility of a future life should
<nake some people so angry—and sometimes terrified I

In an address which, as a proficient stenographer,
the late Dr. Ellis Powell delivered at Caxton Hall to
a meeting of shorthand-writers, in 1917, he looked
forward to a day—he thought it would be within the
lifetime of some of his hearers—when telepathy would
be a recognised method of communication. Within .*
generation, he thought, children would be taught how
to transmit simple signs and messages from mind
to mind. In the intervening ten years since he spoke
we have seen so many marvels of discovery that Dr.
Powell’s vision of the future seems not at all exag
gerated. There is a great increase in the sensitiveness
of the telepathic sense, as we see by many signs around
us. Very few of the instances ever see the light—the
newspapers are mainly occupied with matters which,
being of immediate general interest, are regarded as
more important. But telepathy is making its way.
There is a great advance on 1917. As Sir Oliver
Lodge said of it at about that time, “ Telepathy
. . . opens a new chapter; it is not a coping-stone
completing an erection, but a foundation-stone on
which to build.”

INFERIOR MEDIUMSHIP.
We were attending lately a sitting with a medium
whose powers, after many years, appeared to us to be
very much on the wane. Several experienced investi
gators were present, and they all concluded that the
“manifestations”—such as they were—could be only
classed as “psycho-automatism.” There was no
evidence of any genuine spirit-communication—the
messages were of the usual stock character, such as
anyone with any knowledge of the people who were
supposed to be communicating could easily have fabri
cated. There was much “fishing” and several obvious
guesses, which were usually wrong. There was, in short,
little or nothing that could not have been explained by
the psychological possibilities of the medium and the
slitters, without any need to call upon the activity of
independent spirit agencies. The old Spiritualists of
fifty years ago were quite familiar with this aspect of
the matter. It is to be regretted that many of the
modern inquirers without knowledge or experience, and
indisposed to take any pains with the matter, accept
these pseudo-manifestations as genuine. They seem to
be satisfied with very little, and we hope that some of
them will raise their standards of what constitutes real
proof of spirit return. Where the real manifestations
can be gained it is rather foolish to be contented with
weak imitations, even when there is no conscious fraud.

The question which now confronts us is this : If our
Lord Himself needed the ministry and strengthening of
angels, and if his Apostles were served by them, and if
the great and good before and since testify to the reality
of these ministering servants of God, how much more
are we ordinary human beings in need of such assist
ance from on high. “ Angels Seen To-day,” by G.
Maurice Elliott and Irene Hallam Elliott.
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QUESTIONS ANSWERED
BY A CONTROLLING SPIRIT.
^4

[The following answers to questions were given some years
ago by 1 ien-Sien-Tie, the philosophic Chinese control of the late
Mr.
J\ M orse. We reproduce them here, as they are reliable
replies to many queries we frequently receive from corres
pondents.]

Question :

“ How will it fare on the other side with
those who have been lonely on this side—those who
have not strong family ties and who have made scarcely
any friends?”
Answer : “ Companionships are matters of attrac
tion and affinity. Circumstances exercise a determining
influence or direction in the forming of companionships
and friendships, and therefore in this world it may
sometimes seem that people are absolutely alone, with
no one to interest himself in them, with no ties of
affection, sympathy or kindred or mutual purpose and
interest. . Yet such people, in going through this world,
are not always convinced that they are absolutely alone.
They may have interior resources upon which they can
draw; they may live a contemplative life and attract to
themselves inspirations from their immediate earthly
surroundings; they may also, psychically speaking, be
in association with people invisible to them, and from
these unseen invisible friends there may flow forth
inspirations and suggestions which may bring the twain
closely together, and perchance at night, during the
hours of sleep necessary to the physical organism, the
indwelling spirit may either come into active relation
ship with the other side of life or be temporarily
dissociated from the bodily organism, and for a
time become a denizen of that other side of life,
and during these experiences may find that friend
ship is a reality. The spirit will meet and mingle with
those whom it then understands to be its friends, and
spiritual ties may bind them together, so that when-at
last a greater dissociation occurs and the person ‘dies’
and thus enters freely and fully into the second state
of life, he finds those friends there waiting with a
glad welcome, and whatever loneliness and consequent
sorrow he may have experienced while in the flesh is
forgotten—altogether removed from his thought by the
happiness of the full entry into this divine friendship
which has been formed in the somewhat singular
manner to which we have just referred. No one can
be absolutely alone. Each measurably affects the other,
not always consciously, but none the less really, and
it is probable that could this particular lonely person
range through the whole of human life, he might dis
cover affinities and sympathies and people with whom
he could enter into some commerce of thought with
pleasure and profit. But under the artificial circum
stances of human life, which do not allow the full play
of the spiritual and social elements in man’s nature,
many people are condemned to tread a lonely path.
“It fares with them, then, that when they pass to
the other side of life they are sure to find some
companionship, some friendship, and as friendship
cultivates and draws out the qualities of the immortal
soul, that friendship which they have experienced on
these nocturnal visits to the other world has developed
them spiritually and affectionally, and they are thus
prepared to take up the friendship in its full complete
ness when they dwell permanently upon the spirit side
of life.”
Question : “ What kind of life do children of twelve
or fourteen years old lead in the spirit world? Do they
keep the memory of their life on the physical plane,
and are they conscious of the doings of their parents?’Answer . As to one part of the question, we may
say that it is a happy fact that in many cases children
are not acquainted with the doings of their parents 1

Do they remember their earthly associations? r Ut it
to yourselves, friends, Did not your senses and
mentality seem more active about this period of w*..
life? Had not everything- a freshness and beauty
it which you look for in vain in after years? Ro^
were never so beautiful, their perfume never so swe^
the glancing shadows on the rippling stream never I
made such a sweet picture as in the days of your chit,
hood. Supposing then that, not exactly ‘unspotted
from the world’, but in a condition of comparative I
ripeness and beauty, the child passes from this stage
of life. Surely, if it takes its mind with it, it must
remember from where it came—the earth—itsLfriends.
its parents, its companions, the circumstances of its
life. Now, this child, so remembering, will not neces
sarily regret the translation that has taken place. The
child has tasted but little of the sweets and bitters of
life; there is no real longing after the flesh-pots, so
to speak, developed in its affections, so it naturally
turns to the circumstances in which it finds itself,
finds its happiness there, and as in the spirit life all
associations depend upon affinities and attractions, its
associations, governed by these twain laws, will bring
it into the company of other children of the same status,
mentally, morally, and spiritually as itself.
Let us
observe just at this point that there are millions of
children passing from this world every year. Hundreds
of thousands out of these millions depart, scarcelv
exciting a regret at their departure. It is somewhat
sad to1 say that many parents are, indeed, glad to ftr
relieved of the burden that is taken from their shoulders
when the child leaves the home for the other land. It
would be futile to attempt to argue for a single moment
that such children have a strong desire to go back to
parental surroundings—to return to the home where
love is not. It would be absurd to suppose that mud?
affection would exist between these children and such
parents. The child, however, is not left alone. There
are thousands upon thousands of men and women who
have never had the sweet word '■Father' or ‘Mother’
addressed to them in this life, but in whose hearts there
has lain dormant that love which parentage calls forth.
They have craved beyond words sometimes to hear ust
prattle of infancy, to feel a tiny hand caressing the:
faces. They die. May we suggest to your mind that
God is good, after all, and that He has never endowed
His children with any faculty which cannot in the nansr
of things be ministered to? Do not fall into the cc*mon error of saying that these people we have refer*
to are indications of the fact that God has endow
certain people with faculties to which life does I
minister. That argument is based on an entirely iM
conception of existence. You are limiting your
1
to the earthly life and assuming, as so many do, M
unless a thing is realised on this stage of life it^j
never be realised at all. There is the mistake.
here is the value to you of the fact of spirit rdR||
for spirits tell you emphatically that those who^l
been deprived of the joys of parentage on earth*]
in the succouring and training of these poor
outcasts ample opportunities for the realisation
practice of the quickened and purified desires whies
with them on the other side. And in the
training of these children they find ample oppod^
for their education, training and culture, the
of their powers of consciousness, intelligence,
all the sweeter graces that you predicate as
in spirit life. Surely there is a providence for
on ‘the other side of the way’—colleges,
schools, methods of education and developmentof them would be laughed at, perhaps, if preset
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LIGHT

..^rW pifiicationallv vet the best of the systems
which vou hrtV*' nnopted tor the cultivation of your
children have resulted from the inspirations received
tuun educationalists on ‘ the other side of the way.’
The child in spirit life, then, is cared for, trained, and
cariiol safely along* the period of its early development
until it attains its full stature, and stands ‘ clothed and
in its right mind.’ It is then free to pursue its own
career, if it so desires, and take whatever course seems
best to it. Now, do not imagine that the life of the
child or the adult in the spirit world is one long con
tinued and persistent effort to get wiser, to obtain more
knowledge and become better educated. Why, just
think of it. When you get into that other life you
begin to realise that you are going to live for ever
and ever. And you wisely say, ‘Why should I wear
myself out by persistent effort when I have all the ages
to acquire what I wish to know?’ The great joy of
the spirit life is that you are not compelled by circum
stances external to yourself to painful exertions such
as those to which you are subject while in the flesh.
The joy of living, of gaining knowledge, and the con
sciousness that you have all the ages of the future
before you are your compensations for many of the
sorrows you endure in this mortal life, and these mean
joy unspeakable for the child.
“ To the questions, ‘How are differences of age
adjusted in spirit land? Do infants grow after passing
over? At what age do they mature, and what happens
to the old and infirm of mind and body?’ the control
replied briefly that the old and infirm of mind and body
were simply such by reason of the natural decay of the
organism through which the indwelling spirit operates.
When that organism was left behind and the indwelling
personality emerged at death, it assumed the spiritual
body which was its vehicle on the. other side of life.
That body already existed in the physical’body, and
reached its completion when the individual attained his
prime physically. Therefore when he had got rid of
the recollections of his earthly conditions he adjusted
himself quite naturally to. the ‘prime’ period of his
existence, and all men were young and all the women
beautiful in the ‘ Homes of the Hereafter.’
“ Answering the questions : ‘ Do all people survive
bodily death ? Can bad people grow worse on the other
side, or will all progress to higher states?’ ‘Tien’ said :
‘ If all people do not survive bodily death the whole
doctrine of human immortality might be at once dis
missed. “Can bad people grow worse?” Certainly they
can; if you can only work out a portion of that badness
which you have inherited, then the mental and moral
portion of it which you take with you must come out
there in consequence of your natural disposition or in
the course of training directed upon you for the purpose
of eliminating that natural badness by subordinating
the evil tendencies to the higher faculties of your nature.
In the course of time God “tries over” everything He
has made, which is only saying, in other words, that
all God’s children will obey the divine impulse. There
fore ultimate, universal, and eternal progress is the
destiny of mankind.’
“ ‘ We hear,’ wrote another inquirer,'1 a great deal
about evil spirits, demons, obsessions, and the danger
of opening up communications with spirits. Is it a
fact that the evil spirits are more numerous and more
powerful than the good ones?’ In the course of his
reply, the control pointed out that the spirit people
were ‘ exported from this world. ’ The opening portion
of fhe question was, therefore, a pointed reflection on
the character of mankind at large, for if there were a
greater number of evil spirits than of good ones, then
it followed that the evil people in this world outnum
bered the good ! This conclusion, however, was too
.absurd for serious argument. No man was absolutely
bad and no man entirely good. There was something
of evil in the best man and something of good in the
Worst. The great object of all human progress and
education must be to bring out the best, and the best
would inevitably vanquish the evil whenever the
opportunity was afforded. A great many people had
been frightened away from the subject of Spiritualism
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by this cry of evil spirits and demons. GenturieM ago
it was believed that evil spirits played a great part io
ordering the phenomena of Nature. Science, however,
had explained the phenomena of Nature, dispelling with
her clear light the gloom of that ignorance which
believed that frightful creatures lurked in the caves,
lived in holes in the ground, dwelt at the bottom of the
sea, or existed invisibly in the great spaces of the
universe. Science had explored the cave and found
only a toad where the ignorant man had found a devil
Spiritualism had played a wonderful part in informing
the world in regard to this very matter. It had
demonstrated the fact that the communicators from the
other side were all human beings who were able to
prove their continued humanity. And no intelligent
Spiritualist would argue for those demons and devils
and black-souled beings that many people tried to
frighten us with. Certainly there were evil-minded
human beings against whom we needed to be constantly
on our guard, and the intelligent searcher after truth
in regard to spiritual matters, knowing that his way
was somewhat unexplored—even dangerous—would
tread warily, and would not accept from any spirit
communicator any statement that did not commend it
self to his reason. It was noticeable that these ideas
regarding demons were commonly presented by socalled religious people, whose religion apparently gave
them a more profound faith in the ability of devils to
enlighten mankind concerning the mysteries of life in
the hereafter than in the power of the angels to do so.
The fact was that all this talk of devils on the part
of these ‘religious’ folk was only an indication of the
fact that they had no real knowledge of the future state
such as they professed to have.
“ Turning to the question of safeguards against
those ‘ evil spirits,’ who were simply the departed men
and women who had lived in the world, the control
said : ‘ In this life if you shun evil companions and
avoid their example, you are able, in the great majority
of cases, to keep them at a distance, and live your
own life as you should always live it, self-centred and
determined to be the best within you that is possible.
When you have to do with a dead man treat him in
the same way. No sanctity belongs to a man because
he is dead, and if you will be yourself and live your own
life, keeping your will firm and sure, there is no reason
why you should be afflicted with evil spirits.
Like
attracts like; black or white, it matters not. If the evil
spirit enters your sphere it is because there has been a
loophole Somewhere. Obsession? Yes. You “obsess”
one another. Each friend “obsesses” the other. Those
of you who are deeply interested in the same thing are
more or less “ obsessed.” Obsession, after all, is only
a perversion of mutual sympathy and interests.’ ”
(To he continued.)
PSYCHIC

PHOTOGRAPHY.

Col. Sir Walter Shakerley, Bt., writes :—
You published in your issue of December Sth an
account of a lecture by Mr. Bulford on Spirit Photo
graphy, in which he states that he has decided that
an “extra” is impressed on the plate within the
camera, by an application of ectoplasm to the film,
and not on an ectoplasmic cloud close to the sitter;
in proof of which he adds that when using two cameras
he has not succeeded in getting an “extra” on both.
If the plate is so manipulated after being selected,
can Mr. Bulford explain why so many “extras” appear
upside down? I have an “extra”, a fine and finished
portrait, of a spirit friend taken by Mr. Hope at that
friend’s own request. In this case the face, an inch
long, is upright and in the centre of the vacant por
tion of the plate, quite clear of the sitter. Care has
evidently been taken to ensure a good result.
But I have others, taken casually, especially some
which apparently have not had time, (or power) to
develop* completely. These are in all sorts of posi
tions, and even in front of the sitter. Is there any
explanation of this apparent carelessness on the part
of those wishing to be photographed?
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LIGHT OUT OF DARKNESS.
R\ PvrtR Stormouth.
Before I reached my present position in regard to
Spiritualism I wandered long in the dry, arid desert
of Agnosticism.
Forty years ago the Northern
University at which I graduated was saturated with
the materialistic teaching which represents mind and
body as dependent on each other so much that when
the latter ceases to function K so does the other. Sir
Arthur Keith (who was a contemporary of mine at
the aforesaid College) has not moved from that posi
tion. I should not like to call him a stick-in-the-mud,
but there are scientists of that description airing their
views on a subject which they do not consider worth
a brain wave.
Now I have always looked upon
Science as knowledge of all sorts; but how often have
we seen fact after fact (as was supposed) thrown
overboard by later investigations of the scientists
themselves. Even the profound Newtonian discovery
of Gravity has been questioned.
Dr. Chalmers Mitchell treats the facts presented
by Crookes, Wallace, Richet, Lodge, and others as
not worthv of consideration bv the British Association.
Now this learned gentleman, who also wore the “red
gown” in my student days, cannot see the wood for
the trees. His range of knowledge extends only to
animals in a Zoo. Sir Arthur looks after the monkeys,
and Dr. Mitchell studies the other specimens. I read
their books and accept most of the facts that they
propound- Why do I accept their facts so readily ?
Chiefly because I have neither time nor opportunity
to study the habits and ways of the lower creatures.
Although Crookes, Wallace, Richet, and Lodge have
placed the results of their investigations before the
scientific world, Dr. Mitchell declares he has no time
(and I suppose no inclination) to look into these
facts and weigh them to the best of his ability. What
right, then, has he to say that they are not true and
that they do not appeal to him? He does not treat
Botany nor Geology in the same way; he accepts the
conclusion and adopts them as part of the many sub
jects discussed at the meetings of learned societies.
There is a want of logic in all this that makes me
doubtful if he has not forgotten the severe logical
training he received at his Alma Mater forty odd
years ago.
However, I do not lose patience with anyone who
cannot see eye to eye with me in my views on
Spiritualism, seeing that I lived on this planet for

sixty years before the idea of a spirit world and pos

sible communication dawned on my belated compre
hension.
No sneers or denunciations as to brain
softening or incipient lunacy can prevail against one
who has experienced such startling revelations as I
have received along with many others who have inter
ested themselves in this subject.
The “— subconscious” is an utterly futile theory
<■ to
account for what I have received through mediums
and automatic writing.
Manv people do not want
their lost ones to send any news of their spiritual
existence.
It is a horrible thought: if they are to
have any such dealings at all, they would prefer to
carry out the experiments themselves. That is just
the core of the whole question. They cannot do so.
They are not privileged for many reasons, just as
they cannot get word from their friends without the
aid of the Post Office or the telephone system. There
are receivers, or mediums in this world, highly sensi
tive people, through whom alone such communications

can pass from the spirit world tp this dttti
be fallible (who is not?) at certain titnew, hnt
can be discounted like muddied t**fajframw nr gjJ
cordant notes from a planfat,
The subject of ani after-life and cortimutileaii®
from the spirit world must be treated as a reasobahii
problem for investigation and discussion.
It needs
not scorn nor ridicule but an earnest desire to know
more of a subject which has baffled the best minds
of the ages. Spiritualists claim to have placed before
the world facts which are revealed by beings of $
higher wisdom than ourselves, and they are slowly
making that claim good. If only the average man
arid woman would stop and listen I
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(») Sit entirely at ease, but do not fold hands, nor ■ in our w<
ness of h
cross legs. When sitters are required to “link hands,”
particular
it is generally effective if one or two finders are lightly
interlocked.
S eating,
instrumei
(2) Padded chairs should be avoided. Comfortable ■ “conditic
wooden or cane, or rush seated chairs are preferable; ■ largely
(3) Do not sit in a cramped or bent position.
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This
(4) If the making of notes is necessary, these should I is, as we
be made in the shortest way possible. Undue mental ■ one of ‘
application in this direction precludes the sitter from I and flow
affording any help he or she might be able, otherwise, I noticed,
to give towards the setting up of the “active” condition
I near anc
so necessary for sustaining the “power” of the medium | presence
and the circle as a whole.
through
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(5) Mental strain should be lessened as much as
sciously
possible. A sociable mood should be encouraged. Con
versation should be relevant, and easy in flow; no 1 mediurr
argumentative disquisitions should be indulged in; a f that by
“genial atmosphere” should prevail.
■’ ’ I usually
municat.
(6) If singing is asked for, never mind whether you I better: 1
think you cannot sing, just try to blend your voice I and will
harmoniously with the others—at least “breathe out” I after a
the hymn or song; don’t cavil at the words; aim at I mental
a brisk expression of bright melody, or of spiritual I and mis
musical sentiment of a devotional nature if that happens I matter
to be the trend of the singing.
I some ol
(7) Preserve a “clean heart and a cheerful spirit” I visit m
throughout the seance; a “clear head” and a “stomach ■ messag
at ease” is also most important I The taking of a heavy ■ the me1
meal just prior to a sitting is inimical to success, and B conditic
often harmful—any mediumistic person should be B physica
and del
specially careful of this.
flesh,
(8) Sitters should be, at least, acquainted with each ■ inquirer
other if special communication is desired, that isj^H a mom
Con
messages from any well-known friend is sought fort 9
soul—i
independent voice or other physical methods.
ever n<
(9) Remember that “ side,” “ swank,” secretin
lous.
ness, or a carping spirit, are alien elements in a seao^ '«
As a
room.

(10) Lastly, do not forget that a critical attitude1^ 9
be combined with one of goodwill, of cheerfulness
of real natural reverence for “the good, the beautif®’®
and the true.” .
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Professor Hans Driesch, so prominent in
research, is accounted to be one of the leading
in German science and philosophy, and is held in
honour in the intellectual circles of his countrb
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SPIRIT MESSAGES: THE TRUE
AND THE SPURIOUS.
The question of the methods and machinery by
which our friends on the other side transmit to us
their messages is one that would require a large volume
to discuss adequately.
We can only in this place
touch upon a few salient points.
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In this world all our ordinary modes of communi
cation from brain to brain are, like the brain itself,
of a physical character. Speech is a matter of vibra
tions of the air, heard as sounds; writidg or printing
is a question of signs on paper. Beginning as ideas
in the mind, they have to be translated back into ideas
in order to be understood. The discarnate spirit is
not, in his own realm, dependent upon these methods.
These only come into play when he desires to com
municate with his brethren on earth, and then he
has to appeal to their physical senses as best he can.
"Whatever he has to say must be first a thought in his
mind and the clearness with which it is expressed
in our world depends, first, on the strength and clear
ness of his thought, and, second, on the quality, of the
particular instruments which he uses in communi
cating. Even that is not all the story, for the best
instrument may be temporarily out of tune, or the
“conditions”—a term which covers an immense and
largely unknown region—may be unfavourable to
communication.
This process of communicating from the other side
is, as we have often been told' by spirit communicators,
one of “times and seasons”. There is a kind of ebb
and flow between the two worlds, as many of us have
noticed. At the flow-tide our friends may come very
near and give very clear and definite tokens of their
presence. Then the tide recedes, and what comes
through is confused and garbled, fragments of the
“real thing” mixed with supplementary material uncon
sciously contributed by the thoughts and emotions of
mediums and sitters. It is an unfortunate circumstance
that by the uncritical these supposed messages are
usually accepted and retailed as wholly genuine com
munications.
The experienced Spiritualist knows
better: to his trained mind they do not “ring true”,
and will not bear analysis. Even the credulous folk,
after a heavy diet of this spurious stuff, suffer from
mental indigestion. They find. themselves deceived
and misled, and in some instances throw up the whole
matter in disgust. This is a general explanation of
some of those “set-backs” and disappointments which
visit many inquirers who are so intent on getting
messages that they overlook the necessity for studying
the methods of communication and providing the best
conditions. They demand that spirits shall conform to
physical laws and communicate always in as clear
and definite a way as though they were still in the
flesh. The demand is preposterous, as the careless
inquirers would themselves admit if they stopped for
a moment to think the matter out.
Communication from mind to mind—from soul to
soul—is the normal way. The physical method, how
ever necessary at this stage, is indirect and anoma
lous. It is only intermittently clear and trustworthy.
As a spirit communicator lately remarked of the
“direct voice” method : “It is hard to get anything
intellectual through the direct voice. We have to
focus so much power on the actual mechanism which
we build up in order to produce the sounds that we
can only, as a rule, get simple messages through.”
And yet there are those who seem to regard the
“direct voice” as a fully installed method of telegraphy
between the two worlds. Really, our telepathy is only
at its beginnings. That is why those who rely upon
it as something- in full working order get such fre
quent and rude shocks. The conditions of spirit com
munication are likely to continue fickle and capricious
until we have mastered the laws which govern them.
Every now and again there comes an auspicious
moment, and then the communications are definite,
(Continued at foot of next column} .
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.
(The Editor does not necessarily identify himself with the
opinions expressed by Correspondents.)

“ THE PROBLEM OF THE ‘SUBCONSCIOUS’/**
Sir,—Your correspondent, Mr. P. R. Palethorpe,
quotes Hudson’s The Law of Psychic Phenomena, as
defining the subconscious as the “I, the ego, the
soul”. It is the “life principle”, he says, and “The
powers of which we catch occasional glimpses
are powers which pertain to its existence in a future
world. It is a part of God, partaking of the nature
and attributes of the Divine Mind”.
Mr. Palethorpe then proceeds to draw the following
conclusions: “ The subjective (or subconscious) mind
is, then, the soul or spirit. It is independent of the
body; the conscious is not so. The conscious dies
with the body. Its powers depend wholly on a physi
cal condition of the brain.”
Perhaps we err in treating the conscious and the
subconscious as separate and distinct parts of the ego
or soul, whereas they are the manifestations of the
soul, functioning, as. best it can, through the limita
tions of the physical organism;
The soul, in its operation, has been likened to an
ice-berg, the larger portion of which is submerged in
the ocean; the smaller portion is in the atmosphere
and sunlight. It is the submerged portion that repre
sents the soul during its work-a-day life when it is
puzzled with occasional glimpses of the higher and
brighter part. Of course, it judges life and its varied
manifestations from its plane, which is submerged in
the denser element, and is inclined to treat its other
part as being fleeting and illusory.
This is a rough illustration of how we appear to
the denizens of the spirit-world. They know our per
plexity, because they, too, have had similar experi
ence. They try to make plain to us that the organised
spirit body is more responsive to the full powers of
the soul when freed from the restrictions of the earthly
body, and often during the hours of sleep, the soul,
clothed in the finer substance of the spirit body, Is
able to bask in the realms of the spirit world, to
visit distant friends, and districts, and at times to
impress these on the memory of its sleeping, sub
merged self. But there is no portion of the soul’s
activities lost. All is stored in the memory of the
superconscious self.
Thus it will be seen there is the memory of our
earthly life, and the fuller memory of the visits to the
Spirit world. But when we become denizens of the
spirit world, and wish to draw near to friends left
behind, we shall realise, as do our spirit friends, that
the psychic and astral forces surrounding the earth
inhibit portions of the memory. Such, in brief, is the
testimony of my spirit teachers, and such, I see, is
the testimony of the Rev. Charles Drayton Thomas’s
father from the spirit world.—Yours, etc.,
Alfred Kitson
(late Gen. Secretary to the British
Spiritualists’ Lyceum Union).

(Continued from previous column}.
trustworthy and convincing. The wise investigator
contents himself with these for the time and waits
patiently for the next favourable opportunity—the
“vital moment”, as a spirit communicator calls it.
The unwise ones press and probe and try to force
things out of their season. Their imperative demand
automatically creates a supply, but it is a supply of
inferior and adulterated stuff, as even the clear-headed
people amongst non-Spiritualists become instinctively
aware. It is not always malice and prejudice which
leads such people to reject some so-called psychic
evidences. It is the intuitive perception that they are
untrustworthy. That is why all sincere and intelligent
Spiritualists are now endeavouring not only to
accumulate indubitable proofs, but to clear the chan
nels by which they are conveyed.
D. G.
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ATTACKS ON SPIRITUALISM.
Readers of Light occasionally
•r write us in some
distress drawing attention to attacks on our subject
that appear from time to time in the Press; it may be
that in the course of a report of an address by the Rev.
Igno-Ramus there appears a scathing condemnation of
“the vulgar magic of Spiritualism”; or perhaps in the
course of an article on “The Fallacy of Spirit Communi
cation” Mr. Dunce Dullard explains the impossibility
of a “disembodied spirit” being able to send messages
from the land of shades; or possibly the subject is dealt
with in a letter (sighed “Disgusted,” “Commonsense,”
“Anti-Humbug,” or some equally uncompromising
pseudonym) in which the writer shows—supporting his
argument with a Biblical text—that attempts to get in
touch with our arisen friends are sacrilegious tamper
ings with divine mysteries, and liable to bring the rash
investigator in contact with diabolical agencies. And
so on.
Such outbursts as these prompt some of our friends
to write us imploring that we take immediate steps
against the attackers. Usually we decline to do so,
feeling that the attacks do not merit any serious
attention.
Of course there are some forms of attack that we
feel called upon to deal with energetically; we resist
for instance any serious attempt to curtail unfairly the
freedom of the genuine medium and the liberty of the
earnest psychic investigator. For the dull type of critic
who pours out at intervals his dreary stream of
platitudinous condemnation, we have a patient toler
ation. Spiritualists can afford to smile and be silent
in face of these vapourings.
If the central ideas for which we stand were matters
of faith or opinion, there might be a justification for a
deliberate policy of vigorous and unremitting defence
against criticism and hostile comment. But our case
is true, and Truth needs no forcing or thrusting, no
armour-plated defences, no vigorous system of counter
assault to protect it from outside attack; Truth is an
impregnable rock against which the waves of criticism
batter themselves in vain-.
Granted that there will
always be those who deny plain facts, but such people
usually matter little. The man who obstinately persists
that two and two make five scarcely needs refuting, and
it is frequently the wisest policy to leave him to his
delusions; for we live in a free country, and there is no
law that prohibits the braying of asses.
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the sceptic
By Frank Lino.
It was in the middle of a tunnel that I first becatn»|conscious of the ghost’s presence. A sudden feeling
of chilliness in the compartment caused me to lower
my newspaper, and glance towards the window; which I
however, was shut. I was about to revert to my read
ing when a melancholy groan, somewhere in my
immediate vicinity, apprised me that I was not alone.
In the corner, facing me, sat a man of unusually small
stature; he was, indeed, almost a dwarf. He looked
decidedly more solid than one would have expected for
a ghost; so much so, it did not directly occur to mt
he was one. So timid was his manner, I hesitated to
address him, thinking he might vanish at once at the

sound of my voice. Thus he was the first to speak.
“ Why do you not get into a panic and pull the
coid?” he sighed. “ There is no object in haunting
people if they do not go half-crazy with fright, or faint.
The other night one old lady, on my entering her
room, begged me to be seated and warm my feet in
front of the fire while she brewed me a cup of tea.
Heartbreaking! How would you like it?”
Most disappointing,” I sympathised.
It is,” he lamented, “ very! From your atti
tude towards me I might be merely an Eskimo; some
strange being from a region of this world with which
you are unfamiliar. You do not gurgle inarticulately,
nor bury your head in your paper; you converse with
me quite calmly. At one time I used to find it very
effective to open the door and fling myself out. That
sent people frantic; they’d leap out of the carriage
after me, in many cases. But now these patent' catches
on the doors have spoilt everything.
Last time I
attempted the trick, I couldn’t force the catch back.
‘ Let me ’ave a try at it, guv’nor,’ proposed the burly
workman whose nerves I had hoped to shatter. He
was a pig-headed fellow; naught would convince him
I was a ghost.”
“ The British workman is a very obstinate
species,” I murmured.
“ He was more than a trifle intoxicated. Kept on
telling me I ought to sign the pledge. When I tried
to convince him I was supernatural, then did he
threaten to punch me into sobriety. I’faith, one has
not the ghost of a chance,! No one in these days truly
believes in us.”
“ You surprise me.
My impression is that the
public is becoming daily more enlightened in psychic
matters.”
1
“Of a surety. And familiarity doth breed contempt
Fools swarm to seances; afterwards gabble aborf
spirits, as of the latest dance, music-hall turns, what
soever craze is to the fore.
They speak glibly ®
‘thought-forms’, ‘metethereal imprints’, ‘ectopias/ ,
‘ideoplastic forces’, ‘telekinesis’, ‘cryptomnesia’.
terms were not heard of when I was in the flesh.
analytical enthusiasm is worse than absolute scr
cism.”
“You mean it dispels all fear; or even doubt.” J
“ More than that. It makes, sir, a sceptic of K
1 ask myself, am I just a scrap of metethereal impr’nt|
an evanescent thought-form, or a—a jet of atavism
animism? Do I really exist at all? I fear I shall
driven to West Africa, in order to retain a shred *
my self-respect—to the tattooed Yorubas, whose
skin turns pale at the very mention of the
‘Egugu’, or spirit of the dead. ...”
, .
The light from a lamp gleamed into the carria^'
the train was nearing a station. He shivered, put
his hand to shade his eyes. Then he floated
the door as quickly and silently as the luminance
a pocket-torch.
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SIDELIGHTS.
•» Plymouth, with her nine Spiritualist sects-—each

with their own church—is for its size one of the most
psvehically-minded towns in England,” states the

Western Evening Herald.
*****

Writing in the Daily News of December 8th, in
connection with the series,, “Spiritualism on Trial”,
Sir Oliver Lodge says: “ What survival means, and
what its implications are, may still remain to be asccrtained. But there is- a prima facie case for investigation. . . . The evidence is that personality persists, that individuals continue after the destruction
of their bodily organism. ”
*

*

*

*

*

Mr. E. P. Hewitt, K.C., contributes to this same
series in the Daily News of December nth, giving
his views on the Spiritualist case in the course of an
interview held at his chambers in Lincoln’s Inn.
In
answer to the interviewer’s question: “ Do you, as a
lawyer, really feel satisfied that the fact of spirit
communication
has
been fully
and
abundantly
proved?”, Mr. Hewitt replied: “No murderer has
ever been condemned on evidence approaching in
conclusiveness the wealth of testimony which estab
lishes the power of spirit communication.”
*

*

*

*

*

In an interview published in the Daily News f
December 13th, Mrs. Philip Champion de Crespigny
points out that hundreds of thousands declare every
Sunday their belief in the “communion of saints”,
while antagonists of Spiritualism claim that the
Spiritualists communicate only with the devil and his
followers: “ But if the doOr be opened at all, why
should it' be closed to the great army of those who
are neither saints nor devils—those we have loved and
lost for a time? Reason rebels at the illogical limit
ation.”

*****
The strange story of a civil engineer, Mr. C. P.
Fox, C.E., who found himself, and his bed, trans
ported to a neighbouring cemetery during his slum
ber is given in the December issue of the Occult
Review. He was engaged at the time on construction
work for the South Mahratta Railway, and late one
evening arrived near Castle Rock in the Canara jungle,
where he passed the night in a dak bungalow. There
was a disused burial ground near by. The engineer
■slept in a camp-bed on the bungalow veranda;
waking suddenly, he found himself in the burial
ground, his camp-bed wedged between two tombs.
Furiously he called his servants, upbraiding them for
playing a practical joke on their master. Tremblingly
they protested their innocence. With great difficulty
the bed was dislodged and brought back to the
veranda. Again Mr. Fox woke, to find himself upon
a swaying bed, and, to his amazement, realised that
he was once more among the tombs.
Philosophi
cally, he determined to remain where he was; he fell
asleep, and on awaking at daybreak found himself
back on the veranda.
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Writing itl ||(l> Dally Newt ol D*1'' mbt-r 1 ph, «
correspondent, Henry K l-osk<w, IM<‘ QknrtermusUr..
Sergeant of ||1P (Mf|i (Qinru Mary’s Own) IE,y;d
I.IUHSfUS, t(*(,i|||^
<-x p<TH'fi< *' ihal tjt t
in flu* Winter (,|
Nome scrg<-;mt-mslrm lorn <,| the
(riiards who had been discussing Spiritualism in th<*
mess canto, round to Mr, I'onkew’s quartern, where
they' sal round a fable, apparently in an attempt to
obtain psychic, manifestations. Mr, I'oskcw, who at
apart, taking notes, states that the table rapperl out
the name ol one of I lie sitters, Sgt,-Major Bennett j
next came a poem of three verses; there is a sug
gestion that ibis was communicated by a dead com
rade ol Sgt,-Major Bennett, for the latter stated that
he and a soldier friend had recited it together in the
trenches on the morning of the day that the friend
was killed,
*****
I, Iwo,
A . more
,
Iposthumous articles on “Survival after
Death
from the pen of the late Viscountess Grey of
Fallodon appear in the }' orkshire Post of December
4th and 3th respectively.
the views she expresses
are, to quote from Lady Grey’s own words, “ the
outcome ol many years of interest in the study of
Psychical Research, lor my father instructed me early
in the teaching at the back of Spiritualism.”
She
continues: “ People of authority concerned with the
movement visited my parents’ home: Edward Mait
land, Gerald Massey, Barrett, Gurney, Myers, Crookes,
Mount-Temple, Wilberforce; these 1 heard converse,
and their books lay on our tables; but 1 was never
led to hold Spiritualism in the place of religion.
It
was looked on as a light of knowledge in which to
view the teaching of Christianity, and through it better
to understand the narrative of the New Testamentthe greatest Ghost Story in the world.”

*****

“ My husband had a queer experience at his work.
He was descending from a crane at the time. Near
the foot of the ladder from the crane is a large tank
full of water. As he came down the ladder he chanced
to glance into the tank, and he was startled to see the
vision of our boy in the water.
‘ It’s a good job I
had a firm hold of the rails, or I would have fallen
down,’ he said afterwards.” 'I bus says Mrs, Crowe,
of 312, Borough Road, Middlesbrough, in an inter
view in Thomson’s Weekly News ol December 8th,
in reference to the mysterious death of Edward Crowe,
a fifteen-year-old boy, who was found drowned in
Dunkirk docks while on his first voyage, in the s.s*
“Lord Guilford”.
Mr. Grown saw the lad’s face
reflected in the tank on two different occasions; this
was several days before news of lulward’s death had
reached his parents.
#

#

#

#

#

An ‘‘ordinary manual labourer” who knows no
foreign language and has never been out of England
is stated by the Sunday Chronicle ol D<(‘< inbcr <;th
to have “burst into a passionate flood of words in
an unknown tongue” while in a state of s<uni-c‘onsciousness following an accident in a Sheffield engineering
works in which he sustained a crushed fool .
I he
language was believed to have bt*<*n Hindustani, and
the injured man is reported to have said that an Indian
would “speak through him” during moments of rnrntal
stress, though he himself had no knowledge of what
was said, l he ambulance^room attendant who dealt
with the case states that alter addressing some Ilin*
dustani phrases to the “Indian” he at once recciv<‘<l
an answer; “ the voice was there,” he says, “ but it
was certainly not the voice of my patient.” Unlortun*
ately, he could not say whether the answer was in
Hindustani or some other tongue.
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THE INNER LIGHT,
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Evans.

After long travail the soul comes at last to that
Btagv where all is darkness.
Having sought dili
gently in the outer world amongst the works of God;
having climbed the stairway of the stars, and dived
into the depths of the sea; having explored the caverns
of earth, and sought out the mysteries of the air;
at last it proclaims, even amidst the wonders of God’s
creation, that “all is vanity”.
Amidst the lesser
glories of the world; amidst the stately silence of the
night; amidst the beauty and grace of form of
beast and bird and flower, the soul finds no rest, It
lingers in the halls of the eternal and scrutinises the
scrolls of Being, and seeks ever to know; yet as
knowledge is added to knowledge, as it unrolls thel
pageant of history, it reads only of the restless, heav
ing sea of* life. For ever man goes forward; and his
songs, dramas, art in all forms, seem futile and vain,
for man seeks a light that never was on sea or land.
And while he seeks in the external he can never see
the light that is hid, for he looks not unto God but
only unto God’s creation.
And yet, even God’s work reveals His majesty;
His infinite care and patience, for does He not fashion
the meanest atom with as much care as He forms
' stars and clusters of worlds? Who that pauses before
a flower and beholds its sweet beauty can forbear
from thoughts that surge from the unknown—
thoughts that press heavily because of their very
vagueness, yet which speak definitely enough if the
mind be uplifted to the world of soul? Yea, even in
■ the outer courts of God’s universe where beauty is
strewn with lavish hand; where stars and flowers
glow with light, and birds carol their praises; where
the very fish in the seas leap for the “joy of life”; in
all this there may come into, the adoring mind a
breath of higher worlds, a glimpse of richer glories.
But man labours to be exact. He must know how
these things be, and after all his labour, his explora
tions and searchings, he falls back, sick at heart,
wearied, worn and dissatisfied, with no shadow of
peace upon his heart. Then comes darkness, a state
in which all seems blank negation; where beauty
becomes the mockery of sorrow; where the light of
stars and suns but throws into greater relief the
darkness of his soul; where the scent of incense and
flower mocks his soulful yearnings, and seems to drive
him to despair—for all these outer wonders and glories
that are but the casket which holds the jewel have
not yielded up to his spirit what he has sought, So
he sinks back into the gloom. His hand lets loose
the reins of his spirit, and for awhile he drifts, For
all is vanity ! So’ he rests.
And what wonders and transformations take place
in the dark. It was in darkness that the spirit of God
brooded upon the face of the deep, and moved upon
the face of the waters. In darkness did God dream
of the universe-to-be. And man, after his searchings,
comes without knowing to the place of primal dark
ness. Then begins the great wonder. For while he
rests he must perforce wait, and it is while he waits
the wonder begins. Without conscious awareness of
any inner change there creeps into his mind a frag
ment of divine speech, “ They that wait upon the
Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up
with wings as eagles; they shall run and not grow
Ah 1 he knew
weary; they shall walk and not faint.
in the world
not when he searched L.
__ 2 of form that th*
formless was ever with him; that “although his heart
devised his way the Lord directed his steps”.
He
knew not that his eager searching was but a prelude
to discovery, though he hoped to discover much and
did discover much about the outer life.
But the
whisper from the unseen heights of Being brings him
to the sanctuary where the flame of Divine Love burns
in all its purity.
And in the light of that hitherto

*

hidden glory he knows God.
Here is Life
for there is uncovered in him the Christ Of Go,|
has patiently awaited his home‘-corning. He who c *
not come to birth amidst the noise of the world and
its tumultuous strivings} he waited with infinity
patience for that exhaustion of mind he knew mu*
come; waited for that surfeit
i
of knowledge which
should make him_ .proclaimi, “all is vanity”. And in
the darkness which followed the long travail conies
the first gleam of that inner light whose glory suffus
ing his being is for him the realisation of the first
command, “Let there be Light”. Now he knows the
meaning of the words, “I am the Light of the
World”.
Yes, the world of the soul, the world
wherein comes to birth that tender compassion which
outstretches its arms to save mankind. Here he sees
“with other eyes” and looks into the depths of his
own soul and sees reflected in the clear pool of his
own being the image of God.
Now comes peace.
Thereafter the welter of the world ceases to perplex:
to the knowledge of outward things he adds the
wisdom of the spirit. Out of blood and tears have
come strength and knowledge of a great purpose
underlying all creation. He rests, yet in his rest toils
greatly at the things of God. He knows that within
is all power, that all creation but reflects his vision
of God. By this inner light his steps are guided, and
he sepks God in all ways and finds Him in all places.
And he rejoices to find Him enthroned in the heart
of his brother, for then he knows that the kingdom of
heaven is near.
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MIND.

A letter in our thoughtful contemporary The Outline,.
by Mr. J. Bari-Woolls, discusses with much penetration
the question of Life after Death. He observes that in
the play “Thunder in the-Air” (to which we gaveattention at the time of its appearance) the idea of
survival was interpreted as meaning only the survival
of the memory of the deceased man in the minds of
his friends. That, of course, is merely metaphysics,
and metaphysics to-day is out of date. Mr. Bari-Woolls.
comes nearer to the idea when he finds that mind
pervades everything, and that the whole of a man’sactivities in life is the expression of himself as a mind
using certain physical structures upon which, however,
his mind is not dependent for its existence. Further,
he cites Dr. McCurdy in whose Principles of Psychology
and Physiology it is shewn that the functions of the
mind can usurp structures of the body not primarily
evolved for those functions, which is well known to
medical men familiar with the fact that when one part
of the brain is damaged or destroyed, another part will
take over the work. (The same consideration, by the
way, applies to some other bodily organs.) As Mr.
Bari-Woolls remarks, consciousness requires a nervous
system to express the designs of the mind, and he asks:

What can be more logical, then, than the bel$
that mind survives the death of the body,
remains unconsciously active, until, by usurpi^
the nervous system of a living medium, it gain*
temporary consciousness and can then commufli'
cate with the living?
That is actually what happens. Only we should
rather enlarge the idea by pointing out that the dis*
carnate mind is active and, conscious on its own plane»
having its appropriate instrument of expression in
spiritual, or etheric, body, proper to its new state *
life. It is only in communicating with us who are ®
physical conditions that it has temporarily to adopt thff
methods indicated by Mr. Bari-Woolls.
But th*8*
things will be made clear to the world at
the knowledge and understanding of psychic fau
increases.
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Throughout the ages man has always endeavoured
to depict his God as being in his own image. This
rather unfortunate tendency on his part has mostly
led to a degraded conception of Deity; and, conse
quently, to religious intolerance—the curse of the
world from time immemorial.
In the great Scriptures of the world, strangely
enough, this tendency is not apparent (excepting, per
haps, a portion of the Old Testament), and of all those
Scriptures the wonderful writings left as a rich legacy
to us by the Sages of ancient India—the Upanishads
—best preserve that tremendously high conception of
God which is, to a lesser degree, perhaps, character
istic of ail the truly inspired Books of the world.
To the writers of the Upanishads, those deeply
mystical forest-dwelling saints, God was all-pervading,
nothing was separate from Him, yet He remained
beyond comprehension, at least, by the ordinary con
sciousness. Brahman was all—existing in all things,
the root of all things, guiding all things, yet unper
ceived bv those in whom He dwelt.
To them, Brahman, the All-pervading Spirit, was
the Spirit in man—was the true Man. It follows from
this that every man, whether a liar, a saint, a drunk
ard, a pure mystic, a thief, or a God-loving man, is
Brahman in essence; and the only difference between
a murderer and a holy man lies in the thickness of the
veils which conceal the Light of the Spirit within—
veils, thickened or thinned, by the bad and good deeds
of the personality.
This Brahman, although incapable of comprehen
sion in Its entirety, could be found by the earnest
striver after Truth, by means of meditation, pure
living, and non-attachment (the doing of duties with
out desire for fruition). By turning the purified mind
within, and realising that Liberation came from within,
and not from the favour of a despotic Deity, is the
fundamental teaching of the Upanishads. That, and
the fact that they teach that God dwells in the hearts
of all creatures, makes them one of the most inspiring
of all the Scriptures on which to mould one’s life.
In the Brihad Aranyaka Upanishad (3. 3rd Bra’
Mana) it is said of Brahman:—
“ Unseen He sees, unheard He hears, unminded
He minds, unknown He knows. There is none that
sees but He, there is none that hears but He, there
is none that minds but He, there is none that knows
but He. He is thy soul—the Inner Ruler—immortal.”
These ancient Mystics held that the ordinary
“everyday”, unpurified mind and emotion, were the
great concealers of the Spirit, and only those who set
about refining the mind, and transmuting (not destroy
ing) the emotions, could reach that Inner Ruler. Thus
in the same Upanishad as before (3rd ch.) :—
“ He is the perfect Spirit, of the measure of a
thumb, the Inner Soul, who always abides in the heart
of every man, the Ruler of knowledge, who is con
cealed by the heart and mind. Those who know Him
become immortal” [suffer birth no more).
Then with almost a cry of triumph :—
“ I know Him, the Undecaying, the Ancient, the
Soul of all, omnipresent by His pervading nature,
whom the knowers of Brahma call unborn, whom the
knowers of Brahma call everlasting!”
Now, there is only one way to realise—to be at one
with—the Spirit which lies within.
All the sacred
books of all religions, without exception, have the same
teaching with regard to it. The Upanishads are not
lacking in practical ethical teaching, and directions
for Self-realisation.
In the Katha Upanishad (3rd

Valli.):—“ Know the soul [embodied soul] as the rider, the
body as the car. Know the intellect as the charioteer,
and the mind again as the reins.
“ They say the senses are the horses, and the
objects are the roads. The enjoyer is the soul endowed
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HIGH FREQUENCY HEALING.
By Captain

Q. C. A.

Craufurd,

R.N.

J

I have recently been experimenting with the Electric
high frequency discharges.
The action of these upon the human body appears
to be very beneficial in many cases.
These high frequency vibrations appear to one to
be on the borderland of psychic matters.
Let us follow, for a moment, the process of taking'
an electrical vibration into the system.
At a low rate of vibration, electricity is exceedingly
distressing, and we get that terrible sensation known
as the electric shock, but as the rate of vibration
increases the sensation becomes, more bearable until
at a very high rate indeed, known as high frequency,
the shock to the nerves becomes a mere tingling sensa
tion very much like that of blood returning to a limbwhich has gone to sleep. The sensation of “pins and
needles” is so much alike in the two cases that we
are led to speculate as to whether or not they are the
results of a similar reaction. As the high frequency
is increased to a higher frequency the tingling sensa
tion fades out and gives place to a sensation of
warmth.
This is the point at which these electrical vibra
tions are beneficial.
These high frequency stimula
tions, applied regularly, cure all kinds ot ailments,
such as chronic rheumatism and disorders of the
glands, etc.
Various theories are put forward from time to
time by the medical profession which seldom agree,
but the facts are that vitality appears to be restored
to certain organs enabling them to carry out their
work.
This is precisely what seems to occur when a
so-called magnetic healer gets to work. He claims,
as a rule, that it is a matter of vibration.
To the
man-in-the-street this appears to be sheer nonsense,
but the man-in-the-street does not necessarily pause
to consider how wholly dependent he is upon very high
frequency vibrations.
The action of breathing and the beat of the pulse
should tell him that unless he can respond to vibra
tions of a certain rate he cannot live in this world.
Since the lungs and the heart call for definite
rates of vibration is it not clear that we must expect
other organs to respond to other rates? We find
that this is so. Eyes and ears have their own octave
scales, and these frequencies are very high compared
with the slow periodicities of the heart and lungs.
The very high frequencies that are used in electrical
experiments are all produced by interacting “fields”,
a field being equivalent to an aura, an invisible outer
shell of energy. Consequently in manipulating high
frequency mechanism we are forced to come very
close to practices which psychic people have been
insisting upon for a very long time and calling “mag
netism”.
While a patient’s vitality is low,, secretions may
have been formed which need a higher rate of vibration than normal in order to disperse them; extra
energy of some kind may be called for which the
sufferer is unable to supply; the impure secretion will
not break down unless a higher rate of vibration is
supplied— iifher bv electric treatment or bv the “mag-netic passes” of the professional healer.
The high frequency treatment may be merely thestimulation of the nerves to respond to that psvchicforce which produces the human aura, and it may be
far better to employ energy of a human origin than
that produced by mechanical apparatus.

(Continued from prezdous column.)

with body, sense, and mind; thus sav the wise.
“ Whoever is unwise, with reins never applied,
has the senses unsubdued, like the wicked horses of
the charioteer.
“ But whoever is wise, with the mind always
applied, has the senses subdued, like the good horses
of the charioteer.’*
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I have sometimes thought that the question of
understanding other-world conditions and psychis
methods of communication would be simplified if the
student took account of his experiences in this world.
Take, for example, the question of “helping out”
phenomena or messages. We are all familiar with
that type of person who “butts into” the story told
by another, either to anticipate the point or to assist
the narrator in finding the most appropriate wordj. We
also know the type of mind that has an itch for
gratuitously altering and “improving” the written
statements of others. These things are never regarded
as criminal, but only as marks of officiousness or
excess of zeal. But when similar things happen in the
case of psychic phenomena there is an immediate howl
of “fraud”, and the whole matter is dismissed with
ignominy. The medium, of course, ought to be
passive, but mediums are human, like their critics.
*

♦

*

«

«

I think there is room for discrimination in these
matters, for there is all the difference between people
who maliciously garble or misrepresent the statements
of others, or who alter documents for nefarious pur
poses, and the class of persons to whom I have
referred. The first set is inspired by criminal motives;
the other simply by amiable but ill-timed efforts to be
useful, flavoured, perhaps, with a little egotism. There
is not such a wide difference between this world and
the next as the raw student of inter-communication
appears to suppose.
•
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•
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ftPIRITIJAl.ISM ON TRIAL.”

rhe Daily Ntnas discussion » which is in mid-ra,
At fl
the moment of writing, is full of matt-ter for int*^
md ignation, astonishment or amusement
accordhuZ^
th.I disposition of the
reader. Rut we feel that Z
mot fail to have a tremendous effect. We see ft
t brought out some new facts on the side of
iject, as well AM disclosing the identity of sotn*
her to unknown friends. On the side of the “anti’s”
re appeared statements» showing the general poverty
argument in the opposition camp in the way of
doded theories, and errors and misconceptions so
turd that they have provoked wrath on the part of
'se Spiritualists who are evidently afraid that their
truth may suffer by too much rough handling. For
our own part we feel that it is a good thing that the
opposition shall be allowed to do its worst and test
its strength to the utmost in the tussle. This was the
standpoint of “M.A. (Oxon.)”, who held that in
testing a supposed truth it was necessary to break
everything in pieces and pound it in a mortar. If
the subject of that drastic ordeal could not survive
the process, then it was not a truth and might be
discarded. This was a robust philosophy—too robust,
we fear, for a few of our friends. But if we adhere
firmly to our central principle and are not distracted
by what happens in the case of details and minor
issues, we shall do well. We can in this instance
reverse Benjamin Franklin’s old aphorism and say
with equal truth that if we take care of the pounds
the pence will look after themselves.

NOTES

ON

NEW BOOKS.

“ The General Book of the Tarot.”

By A. E.

Thierens, Ph.D. (Rider & Co. 5s.)
Dr. Thieiens’s system of divination by cards (the
Tarot) is based on comparison of divination by astrol
ogy. The four suits correspond to the four elements,
and the twelve cards in each to the “houses of the
Zodiac”. This method of divination is supported in
principle, though not in details, by Mr. A. E. Waite
in an historical Introduction. There is nothing to
convince the sceptic, but much to interest the initiated
and to mystify the general reader.
K. M. E.

#
6f

Somewhere in his works, Andrew Jackson Davis
describes a kind of clairvoyance of the mind which
develops in people of trained intelligence—'‘intellectual
clairvoyance”, he calls it. It must have been clair
voyance of this type which prompted Erasmus Darwin
to write in 1792 (in his poem “The Botanjp Garden”)
the following poetical prediction 5—
Soon shall thy arm, L'nconquered Steam! afar
Drag the slow barge or drive the rapid car,
Or on wide-waving wings expanded bear
The flying chariot through the fields of air.
But he went* even farther by suggesting in a note
that, if not steam, “some other explosive material”
might be the motive power of the “flying chariot”.
Quibbling critics cannot, therefore, well complain that
the poet was wrong, because our aeroplanes are not
driven by steam. Erasmus Darwin, by the way, was
the father of the great Charles Darwin, and his pre
vision of the railway train and the aeroplane is well
worth remembering.

(Foulshai
and Co. 5s. net.)
S
This will be welcomed by those interested •
astrological research and the occult significances,»
any, of the Pyramid measurements.
fl
The law of Cyclic Unfoldment is dealt with, atl
the theory expressed that Periodicity is the recurred
manifestation of the Cyclic Law, and that this La*
is the expression of the Divine Plan.
The Pyramid measurements as applied to prophet?
are given in considerable detail, and it is shown ho*
the exact duration of the Great War and also the tin®
erf Tribulation to come were predicted.
It is claimed that the exact dates of the outbreak
of the Great War and also of the cessation of hostility
were given with accuracy, but no references are givefl
as to the “where and when” of the publication of
predictions.
A. A. G
Hebrew Astrology.”

By “Sepharial”.
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Marylebone Spiritualist Association, Ltd.,

The British College of Psychic Science, Ltd.,

PU8LI0 WORSHIP, SUNDAYS AT S.M.

19. HOLLAND PARK, LONDON, W.11.
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AEOLIAN HALL. NEW BOND STREET, W

Mor. Principal, MRS. HEWAT McKENIIE.

ST(HL)

Sunday, December 30th, at 6.30.

Autumn Syllabus on Application.

Address
...
Clairvoyance...............

Trance Mediumship, Private Appointments
.... MPS. GARRETT
Clairvoyance and Trance Mediumship. Private Appts MRS. VICKERS
Trance Mediumship. Private Appointments ....
MRS. MASON
Trance Mediumship, Private Appointments ....
MRS. ROUS
Trance Mediumship. Private Appointments ....
MISS FRANCIS
Clairvoyance .... MKS. CAMPBELL
I .-.A__ I
and MISS FRANCES CAMPBELL
Psychic Diagnosis and Treatment.. Private .... MR. G. P. SHARPLIN
.... MRS. KITCHEN
Psychic Development. Private and Group
The College will be closed from Ftiday, December 21s/,

J

1 the w«y«

NOTE._ The College has occasional accommodation for Students or
Interested visitors from the Country or Abroad.
Vol. VII., No. 4.
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SCIENCE ”

JANUARY 1st., SEE COVER.

THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION.
13 PEMBRIDQE

PLACE.

BAYSWATER,

W.

Sunday, December 30th, 11 a.m.....
........... ...
Rev. W. J. PIGGOTT
Sunday, December 30th, 6.30 p.m.
.............
MR SNOWDEN HALL
Wednesday, January 2nd, 7.30 p.m. (clairvoyance) ....
.... MR. A. VOUT PETERS

The 11W. T. Stead ” Borderland Library
5, SMITH SQUARE, WESTMINSTER, S.W.l.

(Four minutes from the Houses of Parliament.)
Hon. Secretary ....
....
....
....
....
.... MISS ESTELLE STEAD
The Lending Library contains hundreds of books on Psychic subjects.
Fully Classified Catalogue, 2s. 7d. Supplementary Catalogue, 7d.
Open daily 11 to 1—2.30 to 6. (Closed Saturdays and Sundays.)

MR. G PRIOR
MRS. ROBERT^

Silver collection on entering.
AT HEADQUARTERS.
TELEPHONE MUSEUM 0676.
4, Tavistock Square, W.C.l.
MEETINGS.
Monday, December 31st, at 3, Psychometry
.... MISS L. THOMAS
Tuesday, January 1st, at 7.30, Clairvoyance ...
MRS. MEURIG MORRIS
Thursday, January 3rd, at 7.30, Clairvoyance
........... MRS. CANNOCK
GROUP SEANCES.
Monday, December 31st, at 7.30
.... MRS. NORDICA
Wednesday, January 3rd, at 3
MR. GLOVER BOTHAM
Classes for Psychic Unfoldment and Training.
The new session commences Monday, January 7th, 1929
Monday at 7.30p.m.
....
....
....
MRS. S. D. KENT
Wednesday at 7.30 p.m........
....
....
MRS. KINGSLEY
Thursday at 7.30
....
...
....
MRS. ROBERTS
Friday at 7.30
...
...
...
MRS. KINGSTONE
SEANCES FOR ECTOPLASMIC PHENOMENA IN RED LIGHT
Tuesdays, at 7.30
MRS. HENDERSON
Fridays, at 6.30
MRS. HENDERSON
PRIVATE SITTINGS.
Daily
MRS. ESTELLE ROBERTS. MRS. A. TOHNSON
Mondays and Fridays
...........
....
............... MRS. CANNOCK
Tuesdays..............
..................................
MR. GLOVER BOTHAM
Wednesdays
.... MRS. BARREL
LIBRARY.
Open daily, 11 to 7 (except Saturdays).
An invitation to become a member is extended to all who wish seriously
to investigate the claims of Spiritualism. Mr. S. E. Treloar, Hon. Members
Secretary, will be pleased to enrol Associates and to receive applications of
intending members. Subscriptions: Members 10s., Associates Is. 6d., yearly.
All correspondence to the Hon. Secretary, Mr. F. W. Hawken.
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GROTRIAN HALL
115, Wigmore Street
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Closed until January 14th.

Clairvoyante: Mrs. Rous.

PUBLIC MEETING
In CAXTON HALL, Victoria Street, S.W., THURSDAY, JAN. 17th,
MR. VOUT PETERS

WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST CHURCH,
136

HARTFIE! D

ROAD.

WIMBLEDON.

1 ’

(FoulsNj

interested
^pnificances.

1

A Spiritual Healing Service is included.
Silver Collection on entering in the evening.
Private Sittings with Medium*? can
Healing Circles are held Mondays and
tion to be made to the Hon. Sec.,
Tele.' Mayfair

be booked in ADVANCE.
Thursdays at 7 p.m. Applies63, Weymouth Street, W.l.
6814.

No Admittance to Services after the opening hymns.
Sunday, December 30rd, 11 a.m.,
........................
MR. ERIC SISSON
Address, Spirit-descriptions and messages.
Sunday, December 30rd, 6.30 p.m....................
MR. A. VOUT PETERS
Address, Spirit-descriptions and messages.
Wednesday, January 2nd, 7.30 p.m.
.............. MR. W. A. MELTON
Spirit-descriptions and messages.
Free Healing: Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.;
Wednesdays, 3 p.m. to 5.30 p.m.

Worthing Spiritualist Mission Church, Grafton Road.

<•»

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30th.
11 a.m.—Speaker, Dr. Osterley.
6.30 p.m.—Speaker, Rev. G. Vale Owen.

Sunday, December 30tlr, 11a.m., Mr. H. Boddington. Thursday, January 3rd,
8 p.m., Members only; 6.30 for Public.
THE

TEMPLE

OF

LIGHT

58, Southwark Bridge Road, S.E.l.
Christian Spiritualist Services, Sundays, at 7; Thursdays at 8. Address and
Clairvoyance; Anthems by the Temple Choir. Development Circles. Private
interviews. Meetings, etc., daily. Read the “Wonderful Story of The
Temple of Light”, post free, Is. 6d.
Sunday, December 80th, at 7: CAROLS Address:
MADAME BISHOP ANDERSON

SOCIETY

MEETINGS.

Psychic_Unfoldment.

PSYCHOSENSICS:
The Home Training Correspondence Course with
a world-wide reputation.
Special Text Books by F. BRITTAIN.
Send for pamphlet, “The Key to the Gifts and Powers of the
Spirit*9, with ljd. stamp for postage.
Secretary: Psychosensic Training Institute, 28, St. Stephen’s Road,
London, W.2.
South African Representative: Mr. L. Charlston Goch,
P.O. Box 4122, Johannesburg, South Africa.
THE BOOK FOR ALL PSYCHIO STUDENTS.
“Symbols and their Interpretation*9, by F. BRITTAIN. Price 1/6.
Postage 2d. extra, or order from your bookseller.

Are You Interested in I
the other Side of Life ?
If so come and hear

Lewisham._ Limes Hall, Limes Grove.—December 30th, 11, open circle;
6.80, Mrs. E. M. Neville. January 2nd, 8, Mr. Glover Botham, Address and
clairvoyance.
>
Camberwell. —The Central Hall, High Street.—December 30th, 11,
open circle; 6.80, Mr. & Mrs. Bain, Wednesday, 7.30, public circle at 55,
Station Road.
Peckham .—Lausanne Road.—December 80th, 7, Thursday, 8.15.
Richmond Spiritualist Church, Ormond Road.—December 30th, 7.80,
Mrs. S. D. K ent, Address and clairvoyance. January 8rd, 7.80.
Croydon. — The New Gallery, Katharine Street. — December 80th, 8,
Lyceum; 6.80, Mrs. Annie Boddington, address and clairvoyance.
Fulham.—13 Lattice Street (Nr. Parsons Green Station).—December
30th, 11.80, circle; 8, Lyceum; 7, Mrs. H. V. Prior;Thursday,8Mrs. E. Neville.

DR. LASCELLES’ TRANCE ADDRESSES
At 26 St. Georges Square, S.W.l

They are the talk of the Spiritualists* Movement.

Sundays at 7 p.m.
(Victoria to Lupus Street, Bus 24)
Sitters urgently needed for (Half-Hour) Harmony
Prayer Circles from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Daily. No Fees.

For particulars apply to the Secretary H.P.C. at above address.
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LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LTD.
rnlaphenw1 Kama.

16 Queenaberry Place,
South Kensington,
London—-------- S.W. 7.

HhKUSrI IM4.
1999

Rly«.!

DhtHet, Mulrnti^lh^

Tttbei* Piccadilly dk

Bticect 14, BO, 40, 74, gg

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION, ONE GUINEA, payable on the 1st of January.
ADVANTAGES OF MEMBERSHIP.

Use of Circulating and Reference Libraries (3 books at a time). Fre,
admission to ordinary lectures.
Reduced fees for psychic experiments. Use of comfortable premises, oppor.
tunity of meeting those interested in Spiritualism and allied subjects.

HOURS.

The Library and offices are open daily from 10 to 6, except on Saturdays when they close at 1 p.m.
The Library remains open until 8 p.m. on alternate Thursdays—the days of the General Lectures.
I

A

CLASSIFIED BIBLIOGRAPHY of Spiritualism and Psychic Research at lid. post free is a useful guide in
the selection of books.

SYLLABUS OF SPRING SESSION NOW READY.
FREE PUBLIC LECTURES.

Thursdays at 8 p.m.

I

First series by MR. H. ERNEST HUNT on “Spiritualism and
its Import.”
Jan. 15th, “ An Outline of Spiritualism.”
GENERAL LECTURES.

Alternate Thursdays at 8 p.m.

Jan. ioth, Lecture and Conversazione (to meet MR. HORACE
LEAF, F.R.G.S., on his return from America), “ Some
Interesting* Experiments with Mediums in America.”
DISCUSSION CLASSES AND TRANCE ADDDESSES.
Alternate Wednesdays at 3.15 p.m.

Jan. 16th, MISS WAKEFIELD, D.C., on “Carl Welkisch, a
Modern Mystic and Healer”.
Feb. 6th, 20th, Mar. 6th, 20th, Answers to written questions
of an impersonal nature through the mediumship of MRS;
BALMER.
CONVERSAZIONES, Wednesdays 4.30 to 5.30 p.m.

(To follow the 3.15 p.m. meeting.)*
For the purpose of introduction among Spiritualists and friends.
DEMONSTRATIONS OF NORMAL MENTAL MEDIUMSHIP.
Tuesdays at 3.15 p.m.

j
PRIVATE SITTINGS for Personal Experiments can be arranged
with mediums engaged at the L.S.A. and with other mediums
approved by the Council.

Council desire to tender their hearty thanks
to the numerous friends who have made such a splendid response to
the appeal made for the Spiritualists' Defence Fund. Many of these
generous donors are non-members, and others - are complete strangers,
some of whom live in far-off countries. The total amount received to date
is £763 18s. 8d. The cost of the prosecution was £879 19s. 2d. This
includes the whole of Mrs. Cantion's solicitor's costs and the Court
charges both before and after the separation of the defence in the
two cases.
All donations should be sent to the Honorary Treasurer, Captain
A. A. Carnell, 16, Queensberry Place, S.W.7, who will acknowledge.
£ s. d.
Amount previously acknowledged
...
...
...
... 745 10 0
From the following friends in New York, per
Mrs. H. L. Baggallay:
Pierson, Mrs. J. H.
...
...
...
...
...
3 0 0
Cannon, Mrs. William
...
...
...
...
... 25 dollars
Cornell, Mrs. Chas. J.
...
...
...
...
... 25 dollars
Wooley, Mrs. Cornell
...
...
...
...
... 25 dollars
DEFENCE FUND.—The

Jan. 15th, MR. T. E. AUSTJN.

£763 18 8

INQUIRERS are invited to call or write. The Secretary, Miss Mercy Phillimore, attends daily except Saturday from 10 to 6 p.m.,
and until the end of the evening meetings, and is at all times prepared to meet inquirers. It is advisable that-appointments be
made to avoid possible loss of time.

BOOKS

FOR

SALE.

Ouija and Planchette Combinations at 7/6; Trumpets for direct voice phenomena, 7/10; Crystals, from 13/-.

several ways.
By H. A. DALLAS.' Post free, 1/-. This book is useful
most
serious
enquirers.
enlightened replies to the many questions raised by critics. It explains problems which occur to
“OBJECTIONS TO SPIRITUALISM ANSWERED.”

Edition, . being
some of the original teachings by Automatic
Writing through the hand of the Reverend
W. Stainton Moses (M.A. Oxon) in which
are recorded messages from the Medium's
Controls and Answers to Questions. A short
Biography by Charlton T. Speer is included
Price 6/6 post free.
Why We Survive.—By H. Ernest Hunt. Post
free, 2/8.
True Ghost Stories.—By Cheiro. This book
contains sixteen authentic ghost stories,
including the famous British Museum Case,
and messages from Nurse Cavell. Post
free, 2/8.

Spirit

Teachings.—Memorial

Teiepatny and Spirit Communication.—By L.
M. Bazett. With Foreword by Sir Frank

Benson. Post free, 2/8.
Raymond Revised.—By Sir Oliver Lodge. Post
free, 6/6.

The Great Problem and the Evidence of its
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