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NOTES BY THE WAY.

MIND AND ITS MYSTERIES.

The high level of journalism to-day, as compared
mwith its earlier days, is illustrated .oy the frequent
appearance of original and suggestive thought even
In the comments on current events. Thus In an
article on the Gilbert and Sullivan partnership we
find the Evening Standard recently remarking on the
I inexplicable union of two minds to produce some-
thing hot within the capacity of either alone.” This,
says the journal—

takes us to the threshold of the ultimate mental
mysteries, and obliges us to confess that we are
more ignorant about the processes of our own
minds than about the composition of the farthest
star that any telescope can descry.

Truly we are moving on. It is not so many years
ago that the mind was regarded as a kind of function
of the body, a sort of by-product of matter. Did not
some incompetent thinker once proclaim that the
brain secretes thought as the liver secretes bile, or
some nonsfense to that effect? Now that scientists
and thinkers are humble enough to confess that the
human mind holds a great mystery, we are in a fair
way to make a successful exploration of its secrets.
They hold a whole Universe of meaning, and recog-
nition of that fact will carry us far beyond the dull
conclusion that matter is the ultimate reality, when
It is merely the first rung of the ladder of Life.

* * * *

LOUIS DE ROUGEMONT.

Under the title, *“ Famous Liars and Historic
Hoaxers,” a writer in a Sunday newspaper mentions
the queer case of Louis de Rougemont, who many
years ago published strange tales of his adventures in
unexplored portions of Awustralia, and was exposed
as an impostor, for some of his statements would not
bear Investigation. The article mentions that he
figured for a time as a Spiritualist preacher in New
Zealand. This is likely enough, for after his exposure
lie attended Spiritualist meetings in London, where
he received a cold welcome, and was suppressed when
he attempted to address them. This was too rich a
joke for some of the newspapers, which gleefully
announced that de Rougemont had been taken into
the Spiritualist fold! Naturally this misrepresentation

Whatsoever doth make Manifest is Lisjht | ""—Paul.

Price Fourpence.

gave great offence to many Spiritualists who were
unable to enter into the humour of the situation. It
was not, however, to be expected that a joke against
Spiritualists in tllose days was to be spoiled by con-
siderations of truth, justice, fair-play, or any trifles
of such sort. We remember meeting Louis de Rouge-
mont at that time. He impressed us as being a gentle,
inoffensive old fellow, much given to dreams and
visions, and apparently unable to distinguish between
Imagination and fact. It is only fair to his memory,
however, to record that a few years ago some dis-
coveries in Australia in the region described by de
Rougemont were found to agree curiously with the
account he gave, and it was claimed that he had at
last been vindicated. It may be so. The old dreamer
long ago passed to a land where these things do not
very much matter.

* * # *

FORTUNETELLING: A QUESTION.

We have sometimes wondered how the law would
regard a person who pursued fortune-telling as a
vocation on normal lines, that is to say, without
using- any occult art, craft or device. It is sometimes
argued that doctors and politicians (amongst others)
make predictions, and are well paid for their work,
but the law never punishes them for “ fortune-
telling.” But then, of course, they never make any
claim to “ occult ” powers, and their kind of * for-
tune-telling- ” is only iIncidental to their business. It
IS observable that in fortune-telling cases the police
always look for the cards, crystals, charts or other
paraphernalia of the professional soothsayer, because
the discovery of these things strengthens their case.
Lt is apparently the “ psychic ” or “ occult ” element
that brings prediction of the future into the prohibited
area. Now let us suppose that a person with a
natural power of reading the future independently of
external aids—and there are such people—were to
“ tell fortunes ” for a fee, what would be the posi-
tion then? It i1s a point on which we would like the

opinion of some of the able lawyers amongst our
readers.
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KNOW OF MATERIALISATIONS FROM

PERSONAL EXPERIENCE;

[We reprint, by request, this Paper, read by the late Madame
d’Esperance before the London Spiritualist Alliance in November,
1903,]

Among all the many spirit manifestations which
have been for the last century forcing themselves on
the notice of the student, the phenomenon of Materiali-
sation has been the least understood and the least
credited. So many frauds, or | will say alleged frauds,
have been discovered or suspected, that one can under-
stand how natural it has been for the ordinary investi-
gator to gquestion the genuineness of any such pheno-
menon. lhe necessary conditions for its production
offer many facilities for imposition. And in addition
to this, the phenomenon itself is of so extraordinary
and wonderful a nature that it is a strain on one’s
credulity to accept it as a fact. It is easier for people
accustomed to the follies and foibles of their brother
man to believe It to be a vulgar fraud, or a very gues-
tionable joke, rather than a spiritual manifestation of
the highest significance. . Indeed, | know many pro-
fessing Spiritualists who, while accepting- all the facts
of clairvoyance, clairaudience, inspiration, and auto-
matic writing, draw a line at Materialisation. Conse-
quently, of all the manifestations .with which Spiritu-
alists are familiar, Materialisation has fallen into
the greatest disrepute with the world at large.

The fact that angels (or as we of to-day would
call them, materialised spirits) walked, talked, or ate
with men in olden times Is accepted with unquestion-
Ing faith by orthodox Christians, but the Church has
seen fit to inculcate a disbelief Iin the possibility of
such visits in these latter days. | know of no suffi-
cient authority for such teachings, nor has anyone
ever told me where any such definite authoritative
statement is to be found.

During the first years of our investigating experi-
ments in the field of Psyche,- I, and the few friends
with whom | was associated, frequently heard of the
phenomenon of Materialisation, but just as frequently
we heard it denounced as imposition, so that we at-
tached little, or no importance to the reports. Once
In a railway carriage, | heard a gentleman relate to
a fellow traveller the story of a seance he had attended
the previous evening at Weir’'s Court, Newcastle-on-
Tyne. He stated his conviction that the so-called
spirit which manifested was a monkey which had been
concealed Iin the room. (Laughter.) | listened to
the conversation with interest, thinking the man’s
Idea as to the monkey was a-rather plausible explana-
tion! | had once possessed a monkey and had become
familiar with many of its habits and manners, also
with Some peculiar sounds, which, when | imitated
them, always excited the animal to certain actions.
These | had found to be common to other monkeys,
and 1t occurred to me that if | could see the
“ materialised spirit,” | should be able to detect
If a monkey played any part in its production. The
first time, therefore, that | had an opportunity of

attending such a seance, | availed myself of it, full
of curiosity.

Some twenty or more persons were gathered to-
gether in a small room in Newcastle. The medium
was duly searched, tied, sealed, and bound to a
chair, after the barbarous fashion that obtained In
those days. A curtain was drawn before her, and we
waited, gasping, In the vitiated atmosphere. Then
the curtains opened, and a bundle of something grey-

Ish-white emerged from behind them and moved about
before us. The darkness was too great to distinguish

form 01 feature; it might have been a human figure
or an animated feather bed for all | could distinguish’!
and the only conclusion which | arrived at was that
whatever the apparition might be, it was certainly
not a monkey, But neither could | accept the whitey,
brown bundle as § spirit from the celestial spheres:
On the whole the experiences of the evening were dis
agreeable to me, and but for a visit from Mr. Alex,
ander Aksakof they might have stopped there. j

Mr. Aksakof had come to England for the purpose]
of holding materialisation seances with various!

mediums. He permitted me to accompany him to te
seances, and gave me some lessons on “ observation™

which, he said, was superior to “ seeing.” He alsol
advised me to refrain from jumping to conclusions, oil
at any rate not to express opinions unless formed on!
sufficient basis, and even then to be careful lest I had!
made some mistake. ““You see,” he would remark,|
“ with somewhat prejudiced eyes, because these forms |
are not what you have pictured them.” It was prob-
ably true; but he himself not only saw, but observed
with every sense alert, and all his observations were
noted for reference afterwards.

My friends and | had experimented nearly seven
years, holding seances regularly once or twice weekly.
The results of these seances had from the first imbued
us with a lively interest, and that interest never
waned. We became so accustomed to the wonderful
phenomena that the greatest wonder of all was how |
we could have lived so long in the world without know-

ing- of these powers. We were like children let loose
Into a new playground that offered unlimited scope for |

novel and delightful games. Conditions we knew little |
or nothing about. We soon found, however, thatwe |
could get on best without the presence of strangers!
In our circle; and although we were anxious to make |
our discoveries known to our acquaintances, we camg |
to look upon the presence of visitors as a nuisance |
and a hindrance. Of the why and wherefore of this |
we did not then trouble ourselves' to inquire.

What little | had seen of Materialisation had no |
created any desire on my part to try for it in ol
circle, though one or two of our number were enthiFl
siasts on the subject. Our spirit friends had told®!
that they did not understand the process of buildHI
up a form, and we were therefore content with tki
work we were doing.

At the end of the sixth year a downpour of
was one of the immediate causes which led to
awakening of a real interest in the phenomenon
Materialisation. Our usual seance had been a failu*H
It-was raining hard, and none of us felt inclined!'!
leave the shelter of the seance room. There wasB
cabinet in one corner, and it was proposed that son®
one should take a chair and sit there in the dark!
see what would happen. A gentleman volunteer
and the rest of us sat round and sang. | fancy
were all expecting him to play some joke on us. ‘LI
however, soothed by our singing, or perhaps in .|
of it, fell sound asleep. This did not meet "id*'LI
approval, and he was requested to come out. A hl
took his place behind the curtains, but she de<”|
that there was something alive moving in the C¢"S]
and refused to stay alone in the darkness. To *1
my friends that | was more courageous | took |
seat In the dark cabinet, but my courage quickvj. |
me, and It iIs not too much to say that 1 felt haltp.-
fled with terror when | distinctly felt something m0 (I |

in the air, and occasionally touching my
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shoulders. | quickly rushed out again. After a while,
however, my curiosity got the better of my fear. The
interior of the cabinet was carefully examined, and
then, satisfied that there was absolutely nothing in it
but a chair, | re-entered it. Shortly afterwards some-
one outside in the circle exclaimed .—

* Look| there i1s a man’s face between the cur-
tains.”

Everyone saw It, remarked on it, and addressed Iit,
receiving some intelligent signs in reply. | could see
nothing. My curiosity was naturally roused to a high
pitch. Inside the curtains the darkness was too great
to enable me to use my eves, so | tried to leave mv
seat and go outside to inspect the apparition, when
| felt a strange powerlessness to move my limbs,
which frightened me. This, however, passed off, the
face disappeared, and we all eagerly discussed the
extraordinary occurrence.

We were informed, through writing, that the face
belonged to ““Walter,” one of our spirit-friends. He
seemed immensely proud of his achievement, and an-
nounced his intention of repeating it at the first oppor-
tunity. He remarked that he had no clothes, and
did not know how to make any. We told him not
to trouble about that, for we would provide him with
garments. This we did, turning some muslin curtains
Into a sort of dressing-gown, which we hung up in
the cabinet at our next meeting, to which we looked
forward with impatience and expectation.

“Walter” repeated his experiment. He took the
garment we had prepared, inspected it carefully, and
then rolling it up into a ball, threw it out into the
room. He soon afterwards followed it, dressed in
a robe which he proudly, displaye.d as his own work,
which he had learned to perform. From this time
we set ourselves assiduously to cultivate this new phase
of manifestation, with what success has been related
both In ““Shadowland,” a-book published a few years
ago, and in works by two or three authors interested

In the subject.

From the first | refused to go on with these experi-
ments unless | was able to take as active an interest
In them as the other members of the circle. | was
told that if | were to be put into a sort of hypnotic

>ns we knew little Isleep the spirits could work with greater ease, but
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m however, that we refused to submit to this, arguing that a person

can only be responsible for actions performed con-
sciously, though people did not always bear that in
mind, particularly when it was a question of doubtful
manifestations. | shrank from being made the uncon-
scious tool of forces | did hot understand, and equally
as much, or more, from being victimised by investi-
gators who were as ignorant as myself in these
matters. (Hear, hear.) Another reason, and | think
It was the strongest, was that | was as interested in
the study as any of my friends were, and did not
wish to lose any opportunity of learning what was
the mysterious power which underlay the strange new
phenomena.
(To be continued.)

(Continued from next colw-n )

wisdom and sympathy on the part of the company who
had persuaded the medium to operate for them, the
sensitive’s disappointment and chagrin at a miserable
failure with apparently no redeeming trait, the cool
self-satisfaction of the good folk who knew too little
and imagined too much about supernormal phenomena,
Indicated clearly the unsuitability of the experimental
scientific method.

Perhaps no one was to blame; but the fact remains
that so long as mediumship calls for mental and
emotional repose on the part of the medium, it will be
Impossible to apply a method which inevitably dis-
turbs and worries him. This is, no doubt, why the
simple, confiding inquirer succeeds where the scientist
fails. Animated by affection Father than logic, he puts
the medium at ease; all avoidable inhibitions being

%husi removed, the psychic’s inspiration flows mote
reely.

MEDIUMSHIP AND THE
SCIENTIFIC METHOD.

By Horace Leaf, F.R.G.S.

It is doubtful whether mental forms of mediumship
will ever be amenable to the experimental scientific
method. 1o the observational method it has always
responded, and, judging by astronomy, this way may
be very successful.

Unfortunately scientists are not usually favourably
disposed towards the study of mediumship. Thertf are
practically no- laws to guide them safely through the
maze of normal mental operations. In the region of
the supernormal they are like mariners without charts,
and they object to be carried along by unknown cur-
rents to a mysterious or undesired port.

This natural objection doubtless accounts for the
poor job science has made of investigations of such
faculties as clairvoyance, clairaudience and psycho-
metry.

1 once experienced the ineptitude of the experi-
mental scientific method in this branch of inquiry.
After a series of experiments secretly conducted by a
well-known scientific society, a medium received an
Invitation to- demonstrate clairvoyance at a test seance.

The secret method had been well-conducted -and
apparently successful. Individual sitters had been
sent to various mediums without revealing their iden-
tity or purpose. The test seance was based upon
reports of these private interviews, the most successful
medium being selected.

When consenting to conduct the seance, the
medium felt very dubious of good results, the idea of
his -mediumship undergoing a severe test naturally
worried him. The sitters comprised professors from
a famous University and several well-known people.

The medium stipulated that before the clairvoyance
commenced he should be permitted to say something
about the nature of his clairvoyance faculty, for two
reasons. First, because he thought the sitters might
not be well-informed on the subject; and, secondly,
because he thought better results would be obtained if

his advice were carried out. _
It must have been obvious to all present that his

mind was ill at ease. He soon concluded, however,
that his remarks were not likely to make matters
better.

The advice was that the investigators should not
experiment with but merely observe the operation of
his clairvoyant faculty, note what was said, and judge
by the results. There was no pretence to infallibility,
merely a promise to do his utmost to ensure success.
The statements made and the forms described might
not all be recognised; it was seldom psychics made no
mistakes. The company were, ‘as far as reasonably
possible, to refrain from asking- questions. When they
did ask them, they were to do so judiciously, as too
many questions might stop the flow of psychic in-
spiration, side-track the sensitive into seeking for
Information, and send him off on wrong tracks. Mental
passivity or repose was what he most desired. Abrupt
Interjections and criticism, especially if adverse, were
as much as possible to be avoided.

Although the medium’s remarks failed in their ob-
jective, they constituted sound advice. Their effect,
however, proved disastrous. They were obviouslv
regarded as * special pleading,” a confession of iIn-
8ompetence, perhaps an effort to cover dubious con-

uct.

The sitters, therefore, studiously ignored them.
From the commencement of the psychic’s efforts, the
things suggested as valuable contributions to success-
ful results were studiously ignored, and in a few minutes
all chances of success had been destroyed.

It would be difficult to describe a medium’s feelings
In these conditions. Irritation at the lack of tact,

(Continued at foot of previous column )
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saw by means of mv clairvoyant gift.”

Miss Montague was born in India. At a very
early age she was instructed by her ayah in the
mysteries of one branch of the occult art. It took the

form principally of crystal-gazing and sand divination.

At the age of five, while engaged in her favourite
pastime of gazing into the crystal, she saw the repre-
sentation of her mother’s bedroom. Lying- on the bed
was " blue dressing-§own upon which|_ay a sleepy
cobra. Jin the vision the child saw her mother enter
the room, and stretch out her hands towards the gar-
ment, upon which the serpent reared itself up prepa-
ratory to striking. , Throwing the crystal away
violently, the little girl screamed hysterically for her
mother, who ran up, accompanied by servants. In a
broken voice, the’ story- was told, but the grown-ups
were incredulous. The child was taken to the bed-
room, where the adults endeavoured to pacify her by
pointing out the falsity of her vision. * Look, dear,”
said: her mother, * there i1s my blue dressing-gown,
and there Is no snake on it.” So saying, she lifted
the garment, whereupon there darted out of the sleeve
a concealed cobra, which reared itself on its coils with
distended hood. Fortunately a native sentry on duty]
outside the station was able very pluckily to kill the
serpent with his bayonet.

Some time afterwards Miss Montague obtained a
vision of her father riding past a troop of men accom-
panied by his officers. Suddenly one of the men, a
native, stepped out of the rank and stabbed the child’s
father; after which the picture vanished in a reddish
haze, as though the globe was filled with blood. This
Incident had actually taken place. Her father, while
reviewing the inmates of a native prison, had been
attacked and stabbed, although fortunately not fatally.

“ | never look in the crystal for myself,” said
Miss Montague. Her ayah had specially warned her
against this. She was not quite sure of the precise
reason for this prohibition; nevertheless, the injunc-
tion had been explicit, and she had only disobeyed
once. On that occasion the picture she saw was
terrifying.

Her psychic gifts were not confined to scrying or
divination. She was also clairvoyant on occasions.

Part of her girlhood had been spent in % convent
In Brittany, where a deep attachment had sprung up
between her and one of the lay sisters. A compact
had been entered Into in deep seriousness by the
Sister, but, naturally enough, somewhat thoughtlessly
by the young girl. It was that the one who died first
would appear to the other, If such a thing were
possible.

Some time after leaving the convent, shortly after
her marriage, Miss Montague was about to dress for
a race-meeting. She was engaged iIn the practical
task of deciding between the respective merits of two
frocks, her mind entirely removed from all psychic
subjects, when there appeared in the doorway the
familiar figure of the lav sister. *“ What are you
doing here, Soeur St. Andr*? ” said Miss Montague,
astonished ami delighted at seeing her friend.

latent in everybody. She considered it* va?; 828.?2{

lor this to be developed whet ipossibu; |
It must be developed carefully on th ht lines, i
time would come when cJriiv@yanee and other faculti
now regarded as stipermofmal would become common.

place, Psychic phenomena would cease to be a u nim.
clays' wonder.”

l he pictures that she saw in the crystal were of
all kinds and descriptions. Many of them were plea-
sant in the highest degree, some of them were terrify,
Ing. She regarded the latter as being Iin the nature
of warnings, and not as indicating a fixed and Inevit-
able fate. She did not believe In unalterable destiny.
She was convinced that each one had the power in
some degree of altering the fate in store, although if
the right steps were not taken, the threat or warning
obtained by psychic means would be fulfilled.

One incident related by Miss Montague caused
much amusement. She was investigating a haunted
cottage. Pictures moved up and down the wall, furni.
tore was shifted from place to place, while a large
vase ‘' lay down ” in a recumbent position before the
eyes of the onlookers. No ghost, however, appeared.
Miss Montague then went upstairs into a vacant room
where she found a little old lady, poorly dressed and
apparently a member of the household. * Good-dav,”
sald Miss Montague, “ | am looking for the ghost.”
Apparently the little old lady was deaf, for she made
no sign. “ | shouted in her ear, ‘' | am looking for
the ghost.” ” Still she made no sign. Perhaps this
was not to be wondered at, said the lecturer, amid
laughter, for the * little old lady ” herself was the
ghost!

THE COMING CALAMITIES.

A CONSOLING MESSAGE.

The author of Speaking Across the Border Line.
and other well-known books desires us to publish the
following spirit communication received by her

““I do not wish you to dwell too- much on the
many prophecies concerning evil times which are ©
come upon the earth. | know that they are pfff
dieted, but the very worst conditions may be trans*
muted. This can be brought about from the Spitl
World. There are influences even now being
In motion to attain this end, but to be effective thy
must be accepted by the people.

“ 'We know well that the Spiritual horizon is bW
with clouds, and that the whole world is full of selfi]
ness, greed and materialism. But these clouds
be dispersed. As God promised in the olden times "
spare the city if there were ten righteous people the**
in, so, pi like manner, if all those who truly love
serve our Ltord will combyine-in—earnest prayer, the’
black clouds will be dispersed, and your world "
be saved.

“My child, do not let vourself despair by d" )
Ing too much on the gloomy forebodings of {l
around you.

“ St. Paul tells us that there is nothing~intai™
about prophecy, for he distinctly says that * prof
may fail.’

“ Rise* up In faith, and help to unite all . JjjuU
of love and service with those of the Spirit

and thus will be established on earth the
Kingdom of pur Lord Jesus Christ.”
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letters to the EDITOR.

(TM Fitter does not necessarily identify himself with the
opinions expressed by Correspondents.)

“PHANTASMS OF THE LIVING.”

Sir,—I read in Light, of the 22nd ulto, with in-
terest H. A. Ridley’s letter * Phantasms .of the
Living,” and beg to submit to you an experience
which occurred to me, and which some* years ago you
printed in your paper, but which | think you might
possibly consider sufficiently interesting to repeat.

Many years ago when in Milan, |' arranged with
two friends to meet at the station and go to Como.
Bv some mistake | -went to the wrong- station, and
they, not finding me where they expected to, started
without me, for 1 found out my mistake too late to
join them. At Como, when crossing the Piazza Volta,
one of them exclaimed, *“ Why there is Claude driving
with Professor G. across the Piazza. Let us go back
to the hotel where we shall find them.”

Needless to say | was not there. My other friend,
however had seen nothing. As far as could be ascer-
tained, when we met later in the day, at the time of
being seen driving across the Piazza, at Como, | was
driving across the Piazza in Milan with Professor G. |

The difference between the conditions of the ap-
pearance and that of H. A. Bulley is that he was
“ asleep ” when seen in church, though his physical
body was at home, while | was seen when | was verv
much awake!

Yours, etc.,

Claude Trevor
17, Lung’Arno Torrigiani,

Florence, Italy.

THE PRE-NATAL STATE.

Sir,—Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, speaking at Grotrian Hall,
on Sunday evening, October 23rd, referred to Dr. Barnes and
Evolution. It is true that our pre-natal state takes us through
various evolutionary stages: proto-plasm, fish and gills stage,
animal and tail, covered with a kind of hair, etc., but we know
of no fish or animal like the pre-natal form of man. Are these
forms extinct or is the formation just a coincidence? | am a
firm believer in evolution ; but the argument from the pre-natal
state seems to be weakening, especially when we realise that
the pre-natal form of the gorilla is white of skin, and its hair
iIs of a light texture resembling the Nordic man more than the
negro. If the foetus of the human shews the stages of evolu-
tionary development what have we to say of the apparent devolu-
tion of the foetus of the gorilla?

Again, if Sir Arthur is reported correctly, he speaks of Sir
Arthur Keith and Dr. Barnes waiving aside Spiritualism. |
know nothing about Sir A. Keith—but | know that Dr. Barnes
iIs a Christian Spiritualist as all Christians are. The fact is
that Sir Arthur rules out all who do not see eye to eye with
himself, on what appears to many of us, very materialistic
Spiritualism.

Further to say that u the idea that God cut his connection
with the spiritual world 2,000 years ago, and has never been
joined up since ” and infer that Dr. Barnes believes that the
connection between God and the spiritual world is cut, is not
only absurd, but entirely untrue. | only trust that Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle has been incorrectly reported.

There is no need whatever to go to seances, or even go for
material manifestations of spiritual life—the spiritual life of
itself is far more powerful without these aids, which in many
cases are dragging down Spiritualism into gross materialism.

There is iwed to distinguish between spiritual Spiritualism
un.l material Spiritualism.

Yours, etc., A. H. Waddington.
Rector of Willey (Rugby).
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THE FELICIA SCAT( HERIFMEMORIAL,

Sir,— May | through your columns £xpr**f< ruy grateful “hnrik
to the Scatcherd Memorial Committee for the excellent mono-
chrome of my old friend and co-worker, Mis/ Felicia Scateherd.
It reflects the greatest credit upon the artist, Mrs. Dora Head,

and will be a continual reminder of the wonderful work which
Miss Scatcherd did in the cause of Spiritualism and Psychical
Research. | am gratified that the Committee have recognised

the interest which the North of England takes in perpetuating
her name.

| am in consultation with the Britten Memorial Trustees,
with a view to depositing the photograph, suitably framed, in the
Britten Memorial, thus ensuring its place in a permanent col-

lection, where it will do good service in reminding future genera-
tions of one of the workers of the past.

Yours, etc., Ernest W. Oaten.

DO ANIMALS THINK?

Sir,—With reference to the account of Herr Krall’'s won-

derful horses, in your issue of October 15th last, may | advan<e

tlict tlie hoise “ Zarif M may have been the equin*-

medium, or instrument, of an external (probably discarnate;
intelligence?

Is it absurd to suppose that the higher and more intelligent
animals, such as horses, dogs, elephants, and sea-lions, in
whom, after Man himself, Mind finds its highest mundane
expression, should, like the genus homo, be upon occasion,
used as instruments, of media, for discarnate human mani-
festation ?

There is good reason to believe that some animals, especially
dogs and horses, are clairvoyant, and clairvoyance is assuredly
a spiritual gift when possessed by human beings.

In what light does Psychic Science view the alleged clair-
voyance of Balaam’'s ass? Is it held that Balaam received
his humble servant’s well-merited rebuke clairaudiently, or was
the unfortunate animal really and truly the * medium ” through
which the rebuke was administered by some form of spirit
control ?

Do not “ Zarif's ” remarks, *“ Nice girl,” *“ | don't want
to. see her,” *“ Wood very nice,” and also his waggish reply
that the nice animal he had seen was “ Frau Krall,” smack
far less of equine intelligence than of a human mentality?

Is it not reasonable to believe that psychic laws, which
govern all creation, may upon occasion operate through the
more mediumistically sensitive of the higher animals in the
same manner as through the highest and most developed animal
—NMan?

Are not all animals subject to some form of spiritual
guidance the working of which we do not understand, but
endeavour to cloak our ignorance by terming it instinct *°?

If telepathy is the true explanation of the horse’s tricks,
the problem then arises: If thought is a language universally
understood by all nations and races, are the animals also able
to understand it to a greater or lesser extent?

Yours, etc.,
H. Allen George.

A Radio Anniversary.—The Montreal Gazette of Thursday,
October 13th, refers to that date as a Radio Anniversary, for
on October 13th, 1902, there was carried out the first application
of wireless telegraphy whereby signals- were transmitted from
a stationary point to a moving train. The account mentions
the fact that the experiment was carried out at the instance
of Mr. G. T. Bell, then General Passenger and Ticket Agent
on the Grand Trunk Railway. Mr. Bell, as some of our readers
will know, is a stalwart supporter of our movement in Canada
and visited London a short time ago, when he made the personal
acquaintance of several prominent people connected with
Spiritualism and Psychical Research, including Captain Jack
Frost, the wireless expert.

Thames Embankment Outcasts.—Sister Margaret Pridmore
has been working single-handed for many months amongst the
poor outcasts on the Thames Embankment. In this good work
Mrs. St. Clair Stobart and Mr. Denis Grinling have been taking
part, and they are now trying to obtain a hostel whereby they
can provide the needy with food and shelter and investigate the
cases and help them to obtain work. We gather that the
enterprise is receiving the sympathy of Sir Oliver Lodge, Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle and Lady Doyle, Mr. Hannen Swaffer and
other prominent persons. Any of our readers who desire to
further the work may communicate with Mrs. St. Clair Stobart*
7, Turners Wood, Hampstead Garden Suburb, N.W.u.
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MEDIUMSHIP AND
> SENSITIVENESS.

The nature of mediumship is being scientifically
studied nowadays, but, even so, many people who are
enquiring into the subject for the first time have very
little knowledge of the highly susceptible nature of
mediums and sensitives.

In one of her addresses some years ago, Miss
Felicia Scatcherd dealt with this question as a matter
of her own personal experience. She remarked that
mediums, as a class, are mainly honest and trust-
worthy, giving utterance to what they receive, and
frequently not knowing whence it comes or how it is
conveyed. By consequence the mediums themselves
are liable to misunderstand their gift and may, as a
result, be very unjust to some of the people with whom
they come into contact, not understanding always the
true reason of any personal antipathy they may feel.

In illustration Miss Scatcherd stated that, some
years before, when visiting Paris in order to bring
about a better understanding between French and
English psychologists, she had visited a famous
physician, Dr. H------ . who was most successful In
treating forms of mental derangement and lunacy.
The doctor was very kind and helpful, and as Miss
Scatcherd came to him from a valued mutual friend
he spared no pains in order to make her visits of real
service to her. She conceived for him a great admira-
tion and respect, arid yet she could not disguise from
herself that at times she was considerably repelled
from him by some objectionable influence which was
utterly out of keeping with his known character. It
puzzled her very greatly. But at last the mystery was
cleared up. She found that he had been dealing with
serious cases of mental aberration and madness, just
prior to meeting her, and the disagreeable impressions
she received really came from the atmosphere of the
patients which still hung about him. Though she was
sensitive enough to perceive these conditions, she was
not at first sufficiently experienced to distinguish be-
tween this super-imposed atmosphere and the doctor’s
own utterly inoffensive aura. His real character, In
short, had become temporarily clouded and obscured
by his contact with the unhappy people under his
care.

This i1s a typical example of what may frequently
happen in mediumistic experiences, and it throws a
strong light on a great deal that is often very per-
plexing to the enquirer as well as to the medium-* In

fact, as Miss Scatcherd herself put it, the more
susceptible and sympathetic sensitives are to certain
forms of suffering and sin, the more easily do they
pick up and reflect the corresponding vibrations.

11 C

OFFICIAL  SCIENCE AND PSYCHIf:A
RESEARCH.

Dr. K. J. Kabraji, of Simla, sends us a copy

a letter which \yas addressed by him to the cditg
of a British scientific journal, and from which Wd

take the following extract. It should be premi»M
that Dr. Kabraji is" expressing his opinions oil tb
tone adopted towards psychical research by writer®

Who represent the attitude of official science tdfard]
the subject .—

Most of these adverse remarks on a pey
and rapidly unfolding branch of knowledge ar
of the nature of history .repeated; not merely |
that these expressions (and the most fantastie
hypotheses and allegations of trickery) havij
become the last and monotonous cry of certain
men, who, being highly specialised in some one
little fragment of knowledge, are the least fitted
to judge and to accept fresh views—>but also-in
this, that they are following in the train of th
persecutors of Galileo, and of the men who

condemned highly sensitive people to be bumf
for witchcraft.

It reflects sadly on the complacency and self-
sufficiency of some scientific minds to-day, that
they cannot think of Knowledge as a thing un-
limited by the categories and boundaries within
which they have been accustomed to work—
there are more things in heaven, and earth than
are dreamt of in their philosophies. One almost
begins to wonder whether one might trust the
brilliant work in their own special field that they
put forward as established facts and proved
truths; could a limited and narrowed mind
teach a single ultimate truth? For limited and
narrow, and, even more truly, unobservant they
are, If after years of attested and published
Investigations in all countries—and notably in
Great Britain bv the old Dialectical Society, by
the present Society for Psychical Research, and
the no less important, if recent, National
Laboratory of Psychical Research should
count for nothing, and those who see a more
comprehensive universe and an extension of
physical laws into non-physical regions, ai
count for less than nothing—weak-minded

Scientists all over the world, and physicists®
the weakest-minded Vvariety, in particular— ae
looking forward to a time when the findings of
psychical research will take their legitimate
place in scientific journals, and when the work
of such pioneers as Crookes, Myers, Ru$»
Wallace and Lodge will become the foundaw*
for a further up-building of knowledge, i
these names will have the honour we give®
Newton and Helmholtz and Clerk Maxwell. M
also to the time when the doubters and cri«
will, at least, look into the work their brotMI
scientists are doing almost everywhere *
well within their reach, before expressing th*
selves on a subject of which they know 1"
than the writers they review.

SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE AT
ALBERT HALL.

Special attention is called to the announceinjl",l"f‘t
the front page of this issue, of the Spiritualise - |
of Remembrance, which iIs to be held at the
Hall on Armistice Sunday Morning, Novembei
at 10.45 o’clock.
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FROM THE LIGHTHOUSE
WINDOW.

The .Morning Post (October a6th) has begun a
series of four articles, by Sir Oliver Lodge, on Physics
and Psychics, the Non-Material Entities, Ether a Great
Reality, and Action at a Distance.: Sir Oliver’s extra-
ordinary gift of exposition will not fail to make these
articles highly attractive and instructive even to the|
"““ordinary reader.”’l Starting the first article with
the observation that “ every psychic phenomenon is
accompanied by, or associated with, some physical
phenomenon as an Inevitable concomitant,” he
writes—

But, at the outset, we must discriminate be-
tween the strictly material aspect of the uni-
verse, which appeals directly to our senses, and
the more general physical aspect, which includes
matter as one part of its domain, but extends
far beyond anything apprehended by the senses.
The temptation is to limit ourselves to the study
o'f the various forms of matter; and many of the
sciences exclude anything else from their con-
templation.

Attention i1s here drawn to the differential defini-
tion of the material and the physical, for in the com-
mon opposition of the material and the spiritual, there
may be confusion between the physical and the
material. Sir Oliver makes it clear how in his use of
terms the physical belongs to physics:—1' Even in
'Chemistry we have to deal subordinately with non-
jnaterial physical entities, sucli as electricity and
light.”” In passing let the correct use of the term
entity be noted, since it is so liable to misuse.

> x> x> x>
r

We add a paragraph from the same article in
fuller exposition of the physical as a wider category
than the material.—

But the science of Physics, though it, too,
deals largely with the properties of matter, goes
beyond them, and seeks to understand the
nature of what have been called * the imponder-

ables ” ; that is to say, it seeks to investigate
i y, of magnetism, and of
light. And though some physicists try to attend

to these things without explicitly postulating an
Intermediate medium which extends to the re-
motest star and fills up all the interstices be-
tween atoms, yet a great deal of progress can
be made without mentioning it, and mathematical
consequences can be deduced and verified, even
though the ether is completely ignored.

In the Empire News, Mr. H. Dennis Bradley
destructively replies to two of Captain E. Clive Mas-
kelyne’s recent articles in that newspaper, with special
reference to the Valiantine seances and “ direct
voice ” mediumship. Captain Maskelyne is convicted
of ignorance of his.subject, and incompetence to deal
with it.  Preceding some detailed refutations, Mr.
Bradley writes—

Does anyone imagine that such minds as
Professor Ernesto Bozzano, Dr. Geley, Charles
Richet, Flammarion, Sir Oliver Lodge, and
Professor Driesch would waste years of their
lives in this study if it were based only upon
such flimsy, unlnterestlng and mechanical foun-

dations as conjurers’ |IIu5|ons’? Such a con-

tention would = not s)(l ludicrous and
illogical, it would be M Itlng- to their intelli-
ge%%cc hic research is an intricate modern
SC |ence a}ﬂlch can onlg adequately be dealt with
by the “scientist and Dy the psychologist; it Is

not a study suitable lor conjurers.

LIGIIT
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Dealing with  |he Bishop and the L-won,” R* -
ligion and Science, in the Sunday Times, Ernest Ray-
mond (author of Wanderlight, Tell England, etc.)
says that much of what we call magic Is not magic
at all, but a natural exercise of faculties
Westerners have lost:

That Indians of deep spirituality can move
objects at a distance from them by spiritual force
alone and can apprehend all sorts of hidden
things by the same force, is a commonplace.
And | personally know of two men—men of that
supreme sanctity which is nothing less than a
revelation of the Eternal—who were able to
apprehend some change—what the change was |
do not pretend to say—in the sacred elements
after consecration. One was not the least bit
orthodox, and the other was an Anglo-Catholic.

o Eoa o I

Hauntings, of one kind or other, are always with
us. Here is an account, from the Daily Express, of

an ““ eerie cupboard ” said to be haunted, as told by
a dealer in antiques —

Spiritualists assert that old furniture is fre-
quently haunted, and though not of a super-
stitious disposition myself 1| am bound to admit
that strange things have happened with ‘'old
furniture.

A fellow-dealer, a friend of mine, was once In
possession of a haunted cupboard—and | can
assure you he was thoroughly glad to be rid of
eitt. The door would open mysteriously and the
cupboard would rock as though some struggle
were going .on within.

It has now gone to London, where, | believe,
It is to be iInspected by a famous psychical
research expert.

* * * *

 Efforts are "being- made to form a Society tor
Psychical Research in Manchester. The following
excerpts on the subject are from the Manchester City

News.—

The main objects of the society would be—
To investigate matters concerning the
future life and its conditions, and also by
what reliable means, if any, we can come
.1 Iinto direct contact with those behind the

mk>™"\  vell.

To ascertain what relation our present
life has to the life to come.

To ascertain what part dur own inner
selves or spirits play In these matters, either
Independently or in conjunction with higher
Intelligences.

The Society would also examine any other

phenomena which it considers might have some
relation to the main subject.

* * * *

From a leading article on “ The Controversy,” In
the Evening News, we quote the concluding para-
graph —

What men and women ask of their religion is
as simple to state as it is difficult, in these days,
to provide. They want their hope of immortality
sustained to the point of belief. They wish to
be assured that so much that is apparently aim-
less and cruel and unjust is permitted to be for
a good .reason, and that God is really One to
whom the fate of each one of His creatures is a
matter of concern, and not merely a First Cause.
These are the comforts that the Church can give
that cannot be provided by any material philo-
sophy, and as long- as they are forthcoming the
Church will flourish.
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« Many people engaged in psychic research are
allowing themselves to get into that state of mind in

which they' cannot see the wi*>d tl>r the trees| said
Mr, Malcolm Bird, Research Officer of the American

S.P.R., in the course* of a lecture before the members
and friends ot the National Laboratory of Psychical
Research recently- Psychical research started as pure
observation, but the ultimatelend*ant aim was not in
itself a long- series of observations| a fundamental
question was involved, namely, whether the observed
phenomena were due to spirit action or due to some
other cause. The solution of that Question itself]
however, was no more than the beginning of a quest.

If one went Into a seance room, and encountered
brilliant manifestations, one did not explain the pheno-
mena merely by attributing- them to spirit action. One
wanted to know far more. What was the technique?
What *“ made the wheels go round *’? These ques-
tions could be investigated by means of a study of a
mass of controlled observations quite independently of
whether one believed in the spirit hypothesis or not.

He touched upon the subject of materialisation.
During- such a seance there seemed to be present in
the room a certain material object or body which was
not permanent, using- that word in the ordinary every-
day sense. There was In any case a difference be-
tween the materialised objects of the seance room and
the familiar objects of daily life. It was necessary to
try and find points of contact between the two; to
ascertain how many points of contact psychic science
had with Orthodox science. The whole question seemed
to be involved iIn the larger question, “ What is
Matter?” Matter was apparently a certain special
condition of the ether. But then the precise nature of
ether was largely speculation. To understand psychic
science we must understand physical science. Obvi-
ously the universe must be built on some fundamental
structure. If we turned loose a physical object in free
space without interfering with it, what would happen?
Classical science had said it would stand still. Newton
said it would travel through space in a straight line.
Einstein went further; he saw the fundamental struc-
ture of the universe as an extremely complex affair :
that If there were only one particle in the universe it
would move according to Newton’s law. But there were
a'great many particles of matter in the universe, and
Einstein’s view was that the presence of any particle
of matter in any part of the universe tended to alter
the structure of the universe in that region. That was
consistent with* the idea of matter being a strain in
the ether. A curious condition was produced in the
ether which made matter exist, and automatically
there would be set up an abnormal condition affecting
the path of other objects coming into that region.
That was the picture of the universe given by Einstein;
bodies fell with a constantly increasing velocity be-
cause they could not help themselves.

Now In the seance room physical objects wandered
about in curious paths apparently in defiance of the
ordinary laws of gravity. It might be that the medium
constituted a material object of unusual character in
the immediate vicinity of which the structure of space
was de-formed in a way quite different from that which
constituted the gravitational field. This, of course,
was an abstract speculation.

| here was a great deal of evidence in favour of
the spirit hypothesis, said Mr. Bird. There was also
evidence in favour of the psychological hypothesis. In
many cases the easiest explanation was to say, “ Let
us assume that a certain person now dead has not
ceased to exist, but is now present and functioning.”
But even the Spiritualists themselves admitted that
there was evidence the other way, that there were
other causes than the_functioning of spirits, such as
telepathy and unconscious fabrication py the medium.

He did not think there were any phenomena up
absolutely defied either of the two hypothec T
was a series of explanations, all of which Would"l
some of the phenomena. Other forms of phenom*.-
absolutely refused to yield to any except one Ijf a
explanations.

Hie Spiritualist could satisfy hirflself that, provide
he was allowed sufficient auxiliary hypotheses, an«
thing that happened in the seance room could be
plained. That was also the position of the man whi
rejected the Spiritualist theory, Most people, when
confronted with the problem, tended to select the
explanation which pleased them most, or appeared t
them simplest or most logical.

“ People are continually asking what explanation]
| prefer,” said Mr. Bird, who added that because h
did not choose to say, they thought he was dodging
That was not the position at all. His mind was a cold,
blooded mathematical one, and he did not feel th
necessity of choosing between the alternatives. |
was quite possible, in fact it was entirely proper,
keep the two alternatives in one’s mind without choice]
or preference. He could not see how any serious
person who estimated all the evidence at its greatest
value could take up a different position. Of one point
he was absolutely certain. It was this : that psychic
research was the most important science of

moment. One day they would be able to Erove th II
e spirit
theory were true, it would be the most important |

spirit explanation or its alternative. If t

scientific discovery ever made by the human race.
Similarly if the 'phenomena were due to the human
mind or certain faculties never before known, then
again the scientific discovery of such a fact would
equally take rank as the most important discovery
ever made.

PSYCHIC PERCEPTION.

M. Boirac had occasion to see in Paris Mme.
V----- . who claimed, when hypnotized, the faculty of
reading by her finger-tips. He verified this when her
eyelids were closed by gummed paper and a thick

. bandage placed over them; she could not only

read visiting cards and printed papers, but letters
written in ink or pencil in characters so small as t
be almost imperceptible. She could similarly describe
photographs, and even tell the time from a watch by
simply passing her hand over the glass. She also
took the precaution of wrapping the watch-case in 3
handkerchief, because, as she said, the gold gave h.
a sense of burning.

This experiment gave him the idea and the wish
to reproduce this phenomenon with a new subject
who had never heard of such a thing, who had na
i_deg/of it, and whom no one had previously hypno-
tised.

” Chance brought me such an one at the begin-
ning of the winter of 1904. Ludovic S----1
twenty, was a designer in a large factory. | expen
mented with him mainly in November and December* |
1904, and in the six or seven early months of 19°»

“In the course of our first sitting | tried to re™
duce the phenomena observed with Mme. V---- M
asked him if he would try to reproduce them. ’/]
you think that | could read with closed eyes?' N

said. ‘| do not know,’ | answered, ‘ but let us try-J
” Taking a letter from the file at random, | putl]

In his hands and, at his request, explained how U
set about it. ‘ Do as Mme. V—— did. Pass
fingers over the paper, put it to your forehead and
the pit of your stomach till you feel something.’ -y*
trying for some time he said, ‘ | feel nothing; 11J
an Impossible thing. There must have been six
trick;.” | pointed out that he was giving up too soot*
fib doubt time and effort would he necessary,
Invited him to begin afresh. He began feeling
pressing the paper very attentively, and then
denlv gave a shiver. ‘What is 1t? ' | said. nl
thing,* he replied. { But it must be something
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you shiver? ' No; it is impos-
. absurd. . Well, it seemed to me that_there
be written K Mon cher Camille.” * . It IS hot

Mon chet Camille/ ‘it is “ Mon cher Emile."
 Perhaps it is but a coincidence; let us try again.

” Remembering that Mme. V------ had said that
it i1s well to begin with large printed letters, | put a
newspaper into his hands, and said, ‘' Read the title
of this paper.” He asked me to indicate the exact
place, passed his fingers over it, and said, ‘' Is it not
Le Progr?s de Lyon? ' ‘ Very good, | replied; ‘ but
perhaps it is another coincidence, for the paper has a
considerable circulation hereabouts. Here js an-
other.’ ‘Is it not Le Moniteul' des Tirages
financiers? ' . . . ‘ Now doubt is impossible; bravo,
mv friend! you see you can read with closed eyes.’

" To my great surprise he answered, ‘ No, sir, |
do not read.’ . . . ‘ What, then, do you do? ' . . +
| feel nothing under my fingers, | see nothing before
mv eves: only it comes into my mind, | cannot say
few; diat 1t must be this or that; | fancy that your
thought suggests it to me.” * After all,; | said, ‘ that
is possible, though | do not think so. We will try to
clear it up another time.' With that | awakened
him, and he took his leave.

“ It was only at the third trial that | could dis-
cover the part that | personally had in the pheno-
menon, At this sitting a large number of persons
were present, to whom | first showed the fact of
reading by the finger-tips as above described. One
of them asked whether the reading were, really done
bv the fingers or by thought-transference from me. |
answered that |1 did not know, that the subject himself
had that idea, and the occasion was a good one to
test it. | therefore asked my interlocutor to write
a phrase of his own composition on a piece of paper.
This was folded, so that | should not know the con-
tents, and was given by me to S------ , who opened it
and read without difficulty, except that he made one
mistake In the initial letter of one word. Indeed,
owing to peculiarity in the writing a person reading
W:(th open eyes might 'equally have made this mis-
take.

“ But another experiment made at this same time
showed still more certainly that the subject perceived
directly, and not by transmission of any outside influ-
ence. One of those present took a book and, opening
it at random, placed it in the hands of the percipient
S----- . who began to read the page at which the book
had been opened. This time neither I nor anyone else
knew the text, so that there could be no mental sug-
gestion nor transmission of thought.

»“ In all my subsequent experiments |
analyse this curious phenomenon. ™ -

Proceeding to explanatory research, Boirac was
led to verify that the subject did not seem to be
affected by colours, nor by a shape to which there

milg(;ht adhere a greater or less amount of printers
Ink

tried to

That he described photographs by passing his
hand over the surface, and could even distin-
guish details through glass.

That he came to be able to read with his
fingers a paper placed at a distance, provided
that his sensibility were suppressed according to
de Rochas’ method.

That all results were positive and conclusive
In complete darkness; and, more strange still,
that the interposition of another person between
the subject and the writing did not impede the
phenomena; just as if that PeErson were a con-
ductor of the impressions.

From this well-devised series of experiments M.

Boirac concluded that the results were due to super-
normal conscious interpretation of tactile impressions

habitually unperceived.

_ Reproduced by permission, from ““Supernormal
Faculties in Man" by Eugene Osty (Methuen & Co.)
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RAYS AND REFLECTIONS.

We hear a great deal nowadays about the non-
reality of Time, as that it is a subjective idea, a
phenomenon of consciousness, and so on. But Time
contrives, nevertheless, to do some good practical work.
It smoothes out life, solves our problems and resolves
our difficulties, exposes the false and reveals the true.
And how it carries us on! We meet an obstruction,
wonder how we shall surmount it, and before we can
quite realise the fact Time has carried us on and

beyond it. It is said that Time changes. | suspect
that it is onlv we who change.
There are still people who, like Dr. Samuel

Johnson, have a horror of death and put away the
thought of it. These are the people who have a
very chilly welcome for the canvasser who calls upon
them with a view to doing some business in life
assurance ! It was one of these people (let us call
him X.) who lately succeeded to an estate on the
death of a relative. A jovial friend, in congratulating
X. on his good fortune, playfully reminded him that
In inheriting the family mansion he had also inherited
the family vault! X. received this jest with a frozen
face and was evidently much offended. The joke,
indeed, fell so flat that the joker was dismayed. He
was heard later to remark, “ I am not afraid of X.
leaving- me out of his will, because he will never make

a will. He would think he was signing his own death-
warrant !

* *

= -

In odd contrast to those melancholy mortals who
so dread their own mortality are the people who have
to do with death as an everyday business. One of
mamy friends is the chaplain at a great cemetery where
funerals are numerous and constant. But they do not
depress him in the least, and he iIs a very hearty and
cheerful fellow. Then there are the undertakers, who
are not at all a mournful set of men. They may not
exactly take pleasure in death, but they certainly know
how to enjoy life.

* * * -~

Very curious are those cases in which people
accurately predict the time of their own death. We had
an instance lately in the case of the little Lady Mairr
Douglas Hamilton, whose decease we recorded a few
months ago, The child foresaw her own early death,
and even selected the spot in which she desired that
her body should rest. De Quincey, in one of his
essays, tells of a somewhat similar case in a family
known to him—that of Admiral Lord Howe. One of
the daughters was engaged to be married to the Earl
of Morton. When her bridal dress arrived, the lady
observed that she would never wear it; that, although
It was but a fortnight to the day fixed for her mar-
riage, on that day she would be dressed in a shroud.
Everybody was shocked at such a declaration, but all
came to pass as predicted. Three days before her
wedding- day she was dead of a sudden illness, and
was dressed in her shroud “ on the very morning
that was to have been the wedding festival.*

= = - -

“ Do you believe in premonition—the fore-know-
ledge that something is about to occur? > ““ | should
think | do. Yesterday | was at the top of a ladder
trying to fix the aerial for our wireless recéiver, and |
had a presentiment that something would happen.’F
“ And it came off, | suppose? ” ” No, but | did.”

D. G
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A FABLE

In a great market-place there gathered daily a
tribe ol people whose manners and customs were
studied by a philosopher from another country. He
observed that they were given 10 chattering and
grimacing; that many of them were not too honest,
but disposed to snatch from each other any personal
propertv which the owner was not strong enough or
running enough to guard. He noted, too, that they
were exceedingly imitative, copying each other’s
raiment and any peculiarity of speech or manner
Which they conceived might lead to distinction, This
they called “ Fashion.” W.ith these antics there went
a curious inconsequence and iInstability of mind, They
would set out to do a thing, forget it In a few
moments, and take up something else, These
characteristics, together with the absurd vanity of
some of the people, greatly interested the sage, for
he had previously noted all such peculiarities as being
conspicuous amongst the monkey tribe.

But when later, in a scientific treatise, he hinted
that there was some possibility of a relationship be-
tween the two tribes, the fury of the people knew
no bounds. They denounced the idea as a malicious
libel, and, headed by their priests, they clamoured for
HS blood, and in the end he barely escaped with his
iIfe.

Moral . Few people care to be reminded of their
poor relations.

MR. VOUT PETERS AT AEOLIAN HALL.

The Glorious Message of Spiritualism.
. *

Shakespeare evidently had some inkling of .the world of
spirits, pointed out Mr. Peters in his address before’ members
and friends of the Marylebone Spiritualist Association last Sun-
day. We find significant passages in support of this idea in
many of the great dramatist’s plays. We had made much pro-
gress since* Shakespeare’s day, yet man still asked “ If | die
shall | live again? ; Is death really *“ that bourne from whence
no traveller returns >>? The horror of death had gripped men
In all past ages. Death had been surrounded with rituals and
ceremonies in order to diminish its horrors. Spiritualism brought
a glorious message of continuity of life. It taught that, as a
man had lived on earth so would his life iir the hereafter begin.
Kindly acts, loving patience and forgiving words, these were of
the Spirit of God, and the glory of man would indeed be
crowned with the glory of God. Life, said Mr. Peters, was a
joyous, beautiful thing, and God’s glory was man's eternal
blessing. V. L. K

ARE ANGELS DISCARNATE BEINGS?

The Rev. Byerley Thompson at Grotrian Hall.

There were probably two orders of heavenly beings, said Mr.
Thompson on Sunday last;, the first of these belonged, he con-
sidered, to the Heavenly Host, they had never been incarnated
In the flesh. The second order were those who had dwelt on
eSrth, had *sinned, suffered and progressed in this plane, and
had passed into that other and higher life; from this company
we infer that our guardian angels are appointed. It must
surely be a great comfort for us to feel that those spirits who'
help and guide us, have themselves suffered like passions as
we have, and can sympathise from personal experience with
our own difficulties and temptations. One should not, however,
form a habit of appealing too frequently to spirit helpers as a
substitute for prayer to God direct.

M. J. C

From Mr. E. A S. Hayward, of Hong Kong, we learn that
he and Mrs. Hayward have been invited to meet twenty clergy-
men with a view to giving a talk on psychic phenomena and
their experiences. We gather from Mr. Hayward and other

friends in Hong Kong that the subject of spirit communication
h one of increasing interest there,

11 T
NOTES

Fragments from the T
and compiled by 11

It is the claim of fh
the output of Theosophic
one, yet the later books
and records of research
teachings. And so we .
extracts from “ H. P.
The Secret Doctrine.”
inent of the two famous as
designed to convey th
Blavatsky’s philosophy ir
may be said to have succeeded very well, for he
much that Is central and vital in the teaching,
have not read the two volumes will be able to gain
idea of their oaniems by a study of Mr. Bmwt's compiM
and If any amongst these desire to learn more they will j
In it a useful manual of introduction and explanation.
Luciufc:

” How to Enter the Silence/ By Helen Rhodes Waj
(L. N. Fowler. 4s. 6d. net.)

This is a book of a class so numerous that each addlj
to the list is calculated to excite wonder in the mind of |
detached observer. Evidently there is a strong demand f
this type .of literature, and it is perhaps a hopeful
an age of feverish hustle and activity, displaying that
disposition that Ruskin described as the state of mind whiiil
being somewhere, desires at once to go somewhere elsn.
book' is divided into fifteen chapters, and contains teach
that should be invaluable to those who desire to learn hd
to gain quietness of mind and strength of soul. The auth
makes some effective links with the latest science and phi]
sophy, and fortifies her argument with quotations from hi(
authorities. rhe standpoint is that of the mystic, and ti
author claims that the silence * is not an inert passive stat"
nor psychism, nor trance,” but “ a lucid work of the higher
spiritual activity.” Lucius. |

u Creative Personality.” By Ralph Tyler Flewelling. (Ria
& Co. 7s. 6d. net.)

This is a philosophical study of the nature and meaning 4
Personality in its largest sense. It proclaims the importanl
of humanity and the need for subordinating scientific vaM
to human values, The author sees, with Emerson, that “ tiling
are in the saddle and ride mankind.” All the clear thinkefi
of to-day see the danger which comes of the tentative a
ephemeral side of life being allowed to take the place of tfl
eternal and permanent truths. Of course, that process of sm
stitution is never really effected. It is a mere illusion’, ba
the illusion is deadly. The theme is fully and closely reasoa
In the-four sections into which the book is divided—i.e., ProbW
of Reality: Problems of Thought, Problems of Value, aw
Problems of Life. We take the following quotations as indicatinl
the tone and temper of the book — J

Without the presence of moral insight the advance d
science becomes the menace to humanity. Morally un-i
tempered, it promises only universal destruction' to that
fragile plant which we call human life and civilisation. .. j
What position can end the deadly pessimism which holds
man back from positive achievement, keeps him heljdesi
in the face of social wrong and evil? The position thal
this is God's world, but that God, Wwishing to trfra
man a party to moral achievement, awaits only manse*
operative efforts.

The present reviewer found the book full of helpful
stimulating thought on problems of the time, The author™
read widely, thought deeply, arid has vision and a i
view. LvCi®

NEW BOOKS RECEIVED.

% The Religion of the Spirit.” By Stanley De
M.Inst.C.E. (Rider & Co. 5s. net.)
“ Steeps To the Stars/" By Marguerite

(Methuen. 7s. 6d. net.)
M 106 Best Prayers/™ Chosen by C. Lewis Hind.l
Philpot, #L.td. 2s. 6d. net, cloth, js. 6d.)

4 Bulwer Lytton as Occultist.” Bv C. \elson
(The Theosophical Publishing House, Ltd. 2s. ner3 |
“ Progressive Mentalism. By Zumstegf ~ fthe IM

sophical Publishing House, Ltd. 3s. net.)
Th? Mind of Annie Besant.” Bv Theodoie
(The Theo&ophical Publishing House. Ltd. 5-. uet.i

By the Nursery Firel” Illustrated. loing
(The St. Catherine Press, Stamford Street, S.E. -s-
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