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NOTES BY THE WAY.
The Isolated Case.

Among the large volume of correspondence which
reaches the editorial offices of Light from all parts of
the world, there is usually to be found a certain type
■of letter describing incidents of a real, or supposedly
real, psychic experience, accompanied, by the request
that we will express an. opinion, as to the events
■described, stating whether the experience set out is
the result of spirit intervention, or otherwise. These
letters vary in detail, but their general purport does
not alters The correspondent describes a dream, or
a waking vision, in which, say, a tall, bearded man
walks across the room, opens the door, and passes
out of sight ; or perhaps we are told that our corre
spondent, while sitting in a crowded tube train, hears
a mysterious voice saying, “.Go home at once! ” Or
it may be we are informed that our anxious enquirer,
while driving a motor-car along a lonely lane sees
a solitary figure ahead, standing motionless in the
middle of the road; loud warning “ toots ” on the
horn fail to move this figure, which, when the car
approaches within a few feet of it, mysteriously dis
appears. Light is asked to decide whether these were
psychic experiences 1 And, of course, we have to
answer that there are no means of knowing. A single
isolated experience, unrelated to any previous or sub
sequent happenings—standing, as it were, in mid-air—
is not a matter upon which judgment, can be passed.
It is only when these experiences are supported bv
some corroborative evidence, or; where they arise out
of, or lead up to, certain circumstances of a striking
nature, that their significance can be determined.
Isolated events such as we have described may be, and
no doubt frequently are, of purely subjective origin.
*

*

*

*

The Reincarnation Problem.

Light has in the past c^ealt very exhaustively (not
to say exhaustingly) with the question of reincarna
tion. The fervour with which the question was
originally debated has in the meantime died down,
which rather suggests that nowadays people have not
the leisure to devote to controversial matters which
are not of the first importance. A correspondent,
H* C. P., in a recent letter against reincarnation,
points out that in the order of Nature there is no
backward movement, and elaborates his point by
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reference to geology, zoology, and other branches of
science which relate to physical evolution. That is
true enough in, the large aspect. Things are carried
forward all the time—with continuous improvement.
But probably the reincarnationist would meet the
objection by the argument that reincarnation is’ a form
of spiritual evolution, and that the soul progresses
all the time by successive embodiments, so that there
is no real retrogression. We have always seen that
there are Certain transcendental explanations of the
reincarnation idea which touch the spiritual rather than
the physical side of things. When one is dealing with
“ the abysmal depths of personality,” however, it is
difficult to be definite, and the fact that appearances
are deceptive may apply to the arguments on both
sides. It is a question on which we prefer to keep
an open mind for the present amid a welter of opposing
opinions. As we all know, there are spirit-communi
cators who affirm and others who deny the doctrine.
But there is no dispute amongst them over the question
of survival after death—they are all certain^ of that I
The fact that they show no such unanimity on the
question of reincarnation indicates that it is a very
speculative matter.
*

*

*

*

An Old-time Experiment.

Some fifty years ago, at the office of a Spiritualist
paper long defunct—the Medium and Daybreak—in
Southampton Row,. Bloomsbury, a series of seances
was given1 by Mr. J. J. Morse, the trance medium,
at which messages from “ strangers ” were received.
These “ strangers ” were for the most part quite
ordinary people, who, having passed from earth, were
permitted to come back and give some account of
themselves. They gave their names and other par
ticulars about themselves, and these were published
every week in the Medium and Daybreak. In many
cases the communicators were recognised by friends
or acquaintances, or their statements were verified by
inquiry. The results were curious and instructive.
Some of the friends and relatives of the “ strangers ”,
who- heard of the matter were gratified by the messages
and impressed by the evidence afforded. In other
cases the recipients were annoyed at the publicity and
denounced the messages as impertinent and sacri
legious ! An angry local journal, commenting on one
case, spoke of the affair as fanatical and pointed
with indignation to the fact that the deceased was
a “ highly respectable ” person, the inference being
that no respectable person would ever send a message
from, beyond the tomb. In one instance, too, legal
proceedings were threatened ! It is very interesting
to look back on these things and compare the past
with the present, although even to-day we imagine
that an experiment of this kind would provoke a
certain amount of opposition and ill-will, although
nothing like that which it stirred up half a century ago.

This flesh is but the visible outshowing
Of a portentous and a mighty thing,
Whereof, each mortal knowing,
Becomes a kingI

—Angela Morgan.
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MI-NTAI, AND MORAL DISSOCIATION
By J. Rutherford.
4

*

Let us live. Let us have the true joy of life, which
is the joy of the poet in pouring himself out in his
poem, Let us express our infinity in everything round
us—in works we do, tn things we use, in men with
whom we deal, in the enjoyment of the world with
which we are surrounded. Let our soul permeate
our surroundings and create
{
itself in all things, and
show its fulness by fulfilling<r needs of all times. This
life of ours has been filled with the gifts of the Divine
Giver. The stars have sung to- it, it has been blessed
with the daily blessing of the morning light, the fruits
have been sweet to- it, and the earth, has spread its
carpet of grass so that it may have its rest. And let
it, like an instrument, fully break out in music of its
soul in response to the touch of the. infinite soul.—
Rabindranath Tagore.

We need a New Revelation—not of Heaven or
Hell, but of the. spirit within ourselves.—Dr. Channing.
It is agreed on all hands, I believe, that natural
knowledge is not an undesirable thing for the medium
to possess. If John of “ Revelation ” had had some
acquaintance with the faculties of the human mind,
it is probable he would not have recorded a “ war in
Heaven,” as in Heaven we cannot imagine entrance
of Souls possessed of dominant, destructive, and com
bative (propensities. John, it is set forth, wrote these
extraordinary, words: “There was war in, heaven;
Michael and his angels fought against the dragon;
and the dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed
not, neither was their peace found any more in heaven.
And the dragon was cast out—that old serpent called
the devil and Satan, who deceiveth the whole world :
he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast
out with him.” A higher critic has pointed out that
John, when he saw this, was not in true spiritual
perception, but suffering from some1 kind of “ mirage
vision.” Obviously John must not be taken literally.
Truth acts like electricity on. old beliefs, old creeds,
dissolving them, and religion is a different thing from
creeds, and its great words are aspiration, fraternal
love, justice, and love to the neighbour more than
self. The absolute religion teaches that the man—
’body, soul, and/spirit-5—must live in unity and harmony
in order to realise a full and healthy and religious
life. “ Spirit, the inmost arid eternal,
eternal ” says our seer,
A. J. Davis, “ is the source of sanity and power,
Force is animal, and .is liable to exhaustion and
insanity.
Power never, reveals exhaustion, never
desponds, never ‘ gives up the ship.’ ” If, then,
mediums become reliable channels for their own spirits,
we may look forward with confidence to their being
aided beyond “ a mortal pitch.” Davis further eluci
dates spiritual psychology by pointing out that “ spirit
travels over and through the soul in two directions
at the same moment, and thus the physical body is
under spirit influence every second of time.” “ Man,”
he continued, “ in this world is compounded of spirit,
soul, and body, united into1 one orgariisation by many
golden links, and in a connected chain of animating
and energising elements* These elements are not em
bodied independently, of the physical organs until
after death.” It is not correct, therefore, to infer
that mediums can leave their bodies, hop about on
the threshold of Hades, and act as missionaries to the
“ unsaved.
spiritual ” body

exists in fluid form, unorganised, and wjlen
elements are, through disease or accident,
from, say, the region of “ conscientiousness *’ m
■
moral brain, the want of moral principle is Seen I
Dissociation may come through excitement or vibra- I
tiions in the brain in excess of its natural movements, I
or exertions continued beyond the natural capacity, I
Alcohol is a potent cause of dissociation, and the true I
personality is, by its influence, often drowned. There
are, consequently, persons moving about in the world I
who, to all intents and purposes, are dead. A. }. I
Davis gives a case he observed, while in the “ superior I
condition,” of a gentleman past middle life,' of un-|
doubted intellectual capacity and much cultivation, who I
for years was an exemplary churchman, but who!
became at times half-imbecile and sometimes exceed-1
ingly shocking in the use of vulgar and profane I
language. The coronal parts of his brain appeared!
to clairvoyant perception whitej because of blood desti-a
tution and exhaustion in the due proportion of phos- i.
phorus. Consequently, he was at times without the I
ennobling feeling of conscientiousness, and deficient in I
power derived from the sentiments of self-respect,
hope, and sublimity. In such a case the spirit could
not legitimately act and declare its true nature through
the organism.

This unhappy cause—-dissociation—operates unfor- I
tunately in the modern theological world. There is I
a difference between the professed faith of the com- 1
munity and its actual life—between the prevailing I
religious belief and its outward manifestation. It is I
observed in the losing of the sense of immediate f
accountability; neglect of conscience; betrayal of trust; I
insensibility to the claims of our fellow-men; a want E
of conscientiousness carried into the daily affairs ol I
life. We have evidence of fraud in. all classes of thecof F
munity, daily suicides, murders, taint in every dep® ■
ment of Christendom—Catholic, Protestant, Evangelic I
Protestant, Liberal Protestant. This implies that tht 3
faith of the day—under whatever form professed—has
lost its connection with life; not necessarily that it is
untrue, but the couplings are loosed, the connection
with the innermost divine essence, the spirit, broken.
Men no. longer feel the validity of the faith thev
profess. Is it possible that individuals should have
faith in themselves, faith in their own consciences, I
faith in the qualities that adorn, beautify, and sustain I
their nature, faith in their capacity to make this world I
better, when all the time they are professing not to
believe in themselves; when all the time they are dis- I
avowing their own virtue, flinging themselves at the
feet of an external “ redeemer,” and trusting that he
will save them from the consequences of their own |
misdeeds?
Is it possible that such a religion, based on these
opinions, should do otherwise than lead to just such
things as we see—weakness, imbecility, fraud, neglect
of duty, contempt for moral obligation?
The Higher Spiritualism addresses itself to the |
evolution of spiritual qualities. Its whole aim is to
make persons—men worthy of their manhood, women
worthy of their womanhood'. It never attempts to
build Up men and women after the fashion ot
“ society.” The Higher Spiritualism aims to bring
about a reign of justice, truth, brotherly kindness.
True Spiritualism (not phenomenalism) demands that
people should expand themselves to the utmost measure
of their nature, "should acknowledge their intrinsic

1

'N

grcntness, hvo out of themselves in universal ideas,
purposes, and turns. When the skylark sings in the
morning* at the windows of Heaven, his song is a
sweet suggestion that Nature, is full of music, and that
the objects and aims of life should be above all
grovelling and earthly things. It is indeed wonderful
to think that at the core of things there is a principle
ol perpetual renovation. 'As human nature is endowed
with this principle, we comprehend its grand possi
bilities in the path of ascent; of its intrinsic capacity
ultimately to grow over a wasted life and to adorn
with loveliness a stunted and perverted nature. Let
us all seek and pursue that which ennobles and
■dignifies, and avoid all low sarcasm about each other’s
knowledge or want of knowledge, knowing full well
that in the final sense we know actually nothing. The
public eye is watching to see if Spiritualists are really
on a “ higher plane,” that we love worthily and
-exalt the highest love above the lowest, and hunger
after moral and spiritual elevation and perfection.
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“OH FOR A BOOK!”

A Note

on the

Literature

of

Spiritualism.

By F. E. Leaning.

?

Are there fewer book-lovers than there used to be ? Those
-of the Old Brigade often think so, but that may, of course, only
be part of the general delusion that when we were young, all
•sorts of things were better than they are now. But it is, with
out controversy, a hurrying age, and people write, and read, with
less attention and care than is quite good for the soul. It is
true that there is a v£lst output of books, far too many for any
one reader to read with that slow, quiet enjoyment which goes
with, genuine assimilation. Few of us follow the advice to
41 read for five minutes and think for ten ” : we cannot afford
the time. And there are other excuses. Some people know so
much that they have nothing to learn. But we cannot all begin
where they are leaving off, and it may be noted that the chiefs
among us do riot set the example of despising the printed word.
After the exposure of a certain Continental medium, Prof.
TThirring tells us, “ I began studying the literature.” The late
Professor Flammarion and Prof. Bozzano must both have been
prodigious readers of our own literature. But it may be argued
•that, as they are themselves prolific authors, they had to be.
Perhaps so, but what is the use of authors if people will not
read for themselves? They 'become, like the king in the parable,
who had all things ready for a banquet except the guests for
whom it was prepared. And since we have not the handicap,
which they had, of having to leqrn a most difficult foreign lan
guage first, there is the less excuse for ignorance.
With a view to putting the menu of our subject before the
public, two Bibliographies have recently been issued by the
■National Book Council, both of which have been drawn up
and approved of by the bodies concerned. They are not intended
to be exhaustive, but are rather purely selective and representa
tive. That on Spiritualism consists of about sixty to seventy
volumes, all in print, and priced. Anyone who should read the
whole series would find himself very well informed on the best
and most authoritative sources of every branch of our subject.
It is not a big library, and its total cost would come to just
£2^. Of course, if he added the short list of classic and
standard works now out of print, and the series of Proceedings
which form the bulk of the S.P.R. Bibliography, it would be
more. The prices range from one shilling upwards to two
■guineas and more, but I was rather surprised (on having the
curiosity to examine into it) to find that fully seventy-five per
cent, of them are under ten shillings.
As, for reasons which I cannot analyse here, but which are
clear to anyone who reads Mr. Stanley Unwin’s book, The
Truth about Publishing, all kinds of books tend to go out of
print much more rapidly than they did before the war, it would
be wise for readers, even at some sacrifice, to possess themselves
•of as many of the books on this list as they can. And, more,
let them follow the old Hermetic maxim, which I was pleased
to see a reminder of in Psychica recently : Lege, lege, lege, et
relege—Read, read, read, and re-read—not so much many, as a
few wisely and well, for reading of this kind u maketh a full
man.” It is better, for instance, to read one large book such
as Myers’ “ Human Personality,” which Prof. Driesch told us
he had read over again lately very carefully, than a dozen
slighter books which make no demand, but also make very
little for edification. It is by too much easy and ** popular ”
reading that I have known a Spiritualist come to forsaking
Cight because u it was getting too transcendental ” !
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she had drawn her chair close to the loud'-spe<ik er.
gazing stonily at the wall opposite . He inerehr sa 1
dear,” and trotted off.
She forgot him completely as soon as he was out of sight,
and gave herself up to the Service, and to memories of the past.

It was during the dedication of the Memorial that her son
came to her. He stocxl in th^tdoorway, just as her husband had
^lone, hesitant, and half-uncertain of his welcome. She raised
big, startled eyes at him, whispering his name. He came then,
and stood close to her, smiling down at her, as he used to do
in the old happy days.
” You see, I’ve come back,” he said. u Lots of the fellows
are back to-day; some of them have gone to see their names
written on the Gate. But it’s only for your sake that I’m glad
to have mine written there. I knew you would be feeling proud,
Mother, to think of ‘ our ’ Memorial being unveiled in this grand
manner. It atones a little for your disappointment in me.”
She made a little murmur of dissent.

” Oh, I know, I always knew, that you had hoped such
great things of me. And then I turned out just an ordinary
fellow—like Father—and you couldn’t help being disappointed in
me, as in him. Then when I died, you began to think again
of all the splendid things I might have done if I’d come through
the War. But, Mother, even now there are opportunities to do
splendid things, and I’m often conscious of your ambitions for
me, and try to live up to them still—upstairs. Your thoughts
are such a help to me. But you’re not to think of what I
might have done, only of what I still may do. And the same
with Father. Don’t be disappointed in him. Encourage him—
as you did me, that last time I went back to the Front. He
misses me, as much as you do. Let him share your sorrow—and
your joy in my return.”
Then he went, and the next time Mrs. Ponsonby looked up,
her husband had taken his place.

” What, you didn’t turn off the wireless! ” he said fussily;
” the Service must have been over some time ago.”
But, unexpectedly, she only laughed, and kissed him. 44 Never
mind the wireless,” she said, linking her arm in hisB 44 come
into the garden, I have something to tell you.”

Towards Unity.—You must know that, when people first
come out of Qie earth life into the first stage of their life eternal
on this side, ’they are as they lefL the earth. This much you
know. They who have any serious religion at all continue theii
worship and manner of life and conduct according to that religion
as to its main and leading principles. But as they progress ther£
is a winnowing, and the chaff is blown away, one fistful after
another, as they go on from sphere to sphere. Yet, while some
shoot ahead, the bulk linger and go more leisurely onward.; and
those who have left them behind come back to them, from time
to time, to instruct them. So they go on from age to age, from
realm to realm, from sphere to sphere; and all the while they
approach nearer to the Universal idea of the All-Father. Brethren
they still are together; but they learn to welcome, and then to
love, brethren of other modes of religious thought and belief;
as these others do also. And so there is a constant and increase
ing intercourse between those of varying creed. But it is long,
before most will merge together in absolute unity.
u
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“HAD I A PREVIOUS
EXISTENCE?"
By I. A, N. C
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and wonderful manner, making it “ Feetigh I cannot reproduce the sound with
sadness.)
I may here add that Fitzjames has a population
of 1, -XX) sou Is, and is distant about two kilometres
from Clermont (Oise).
Now. the thing which struck me about this village
(after I had recovered from the shock occasioned by
its grotesque n.ante)
.... was the fact
__ that it seemed uncannily familiar. I said ,,, on Tn 11,- (and involuntarily) :
_• *
** By Jove * I kno •<. uiis place
_*______:
Actually, I _possess
no recollection of ever having been within even fifty
miles of the spot before. One cannot visit a place
and then foreret the incident ’
called “ Fitzjames
This
as kind of experience is not entirely unfamiliar
to me. On many occasion at a dinner-part}*, or some
similar function, I have had a strange sensation that
everything around me forms part of a panorama the
details of which are already stored away in my consciousness.
I know also, in these moments of
abnormality, exactly what will take place in the next
few minutes.
That bald-headed gentleman, for instance, who is
swallowing his turtle-soup with enormous gulps will
(I know) put down his spoon, emit a throaty cough,
crumble his bread, address a remark to the lady
seated on his left (who will, in her turn, nod and
smile politely), after which he will lean back in his
chair and gaze with a fish-like stare at the bowl of
chrvsanthemums in the centre of the table.
When he actuallv puts down his spoon, emits the
throatv cough, crumbles his bread, addresses the
remark to the lady on his left (who dutifully performs
her nod and smile), and finally leans back in his chair,
gazing at rhe chrvsanthemums, according to schedule,
I am conscious of feeling no surprise whatever. The
whole scene appears, to my momentarily disoriented
mind, like a twice-told tale. I seem to be gazing at
a cinematographic film which I have seen once before.
Possibly this phenomenon may be put down to the
effects of the good red wine. I grant the hypothesis.
But why should red wine act in this manner? Why
on earth should a generous alcoholic beverage have
the effect of enabling me to foresee correctly the
events of the next few moments, and give me the
sensation of having lived through the scene on some
past occasion?
In anv case, there was no alcoholic element in
my “ Fitzjames ” experience; and I am left to ponder
oa my past incarnation, if any, when I was (or was
not) associated in some manner with a French village
bearing a name which staggers the credulity of an
English visitor, and is disturbing to the vocal utterance
of the Gallic inhabitant. Was I. perchance, the
original Fitzjames who bequeathed his ill-fitting title
upon this helpless hamlet?
With a slight effort of imagination I can picture
myself as the doughty knight Fitzjames, clad in the
antique garb of English knighthood, circa 1420 a.d.,
and pricking my way over the fair lands of France
with my trusty squire. accompanied by a handful of
retainers. I have wedded a charming and high-born
lady, daughter oi a French nobleman; among other
possessions which she has brought me as her down
are the broad acres winch will later become a v lllage—
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But c<iming* to the brc>ad issue, has all t
bearing on the question : “ Had I a previot
existence?
A lady told me recently that she recalled perfectly ’
her previous existence as a member of the
of Rameses II of Egypt. She is perfectly clear on
the details. Cross-examination fails to shake her. She
isf certain. Moreover, I am convinced that she is
sincere.
But what is her testimony worth as evidence 00
this question of reincarnation ? I sav (with the greatest
respect for the lady), “ Nothing! ” Her experience
might reasonably be placed under the general heading
of “ Mental States ”—those obscure conditions of
mind which baffle the doctor and the psychologist,
but as to which there are probably some perfectly
normal explanations.
On logical grounds, it is difficult (for me, at least)
to see any necessity for the Reincarnation Theory.
My reincarnationist friends urge that there is no other
satisfactory explanation for these innumerable instances
of memory of previous lives.
My reply is that mind is a vast and complex thing,
and there may be dozens of explanations to account
for its vagaries other than the somewhat mechanical
theory of reincarnation.
When we have explored further into that dark
and obscure vault of mystery known as the human
consciousness (of which we have as yet but the smallest
shreds of real knowledge), perhaps we may discover
the process by which the mind seems, on occasion,
to Sash back into the misty past and dart forward
into the dim future.
Among my friends I number quite a fair sprinkling
of Reincamationists. Some of them occasionally re
count to me various events in their past lives. They
assure me solemnly that they recollect these happenings
with perfect clarity. When these things are told me
in good faith I accept them.
I notice, however, a certain similarity in the taie
and manner of telling. To begin with, most of my
friends who have these startling memories all seem to
have occupied positions of eminence during their past
incarnations—but not of the greatest eminence,
mean that they were not Kings, Emperors, or
Pharaohs, but rather Kings’ daughters, Emperors’
favourite physicians, or Pharaohs’ high priests.
I have often pondered on this phenomenon. A¥hy
alwavs one of the court-cards, and never the ace?
(Always, vou will observe, somewhere near the top
of the pack, and never among the “ deuces ” and
“treys”!)
I \
J
I observe also that my friends exhibit great satis
faction when they tefl me stories of their past lives.
I am sometimes led to reflect that (possibly quite
uncousciouslv) thev want to believe in a previous
existence- Thev seem, also, to take an impish pleasure
in contemplating their former misdeeds. Perfectly
respectable, upright, moral, dean-living ladies and
gentlemen of the twentieth century seem to be able
to recollect past lives of startling luridness and
incredible atrocity.
Are they romancing? Not consciously, I feel sure.
I do not seek to enquire too closely; they are my
friends, and what thev tell me I would fain believe!
*
»
*
«
I have just been informed that the village of Fitz
james was probably called after a prominent French
banker who flourished during- the French RestorationConfound it! I had quite settled in my mind that
I was the original Fitzjames!
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letters to the
(Th® K

light
editor. THE HELLENBACH

does not necessarily identify himself with the
opinions expressed by Correspondents.)

Sir,—The correspondence started by Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle's suggestion of adding another to the
Seven Principles of Spiritualism seems only to
emphasise the contention which Light has, I think,
always upheld, viz., that Spiritualism is not a religion,
but might and should be its greatest mainstay, and
on this point an analogy may neither be out of place
nor perhaps unuseful.
When the art of printing was invented it was
welcomed bv earnest thinkers as a valuable help to
religion, but the official Church by no means joined
in this welcome. To put the Bible into the hands of
the common people would be dangerous 1 Only its
professional interpreters should be allowed to take
advantage of this new process, which could be used
for evil propaganda, and might indeed be a device of

the devil!
To-day this attitude has, of course, long since
passed. It is recognised that printing has indeed been
one of the most valuable of the handmaids of religion,
and the modern organisation
of the Church can scarcelv
O
be imagined without it; yet no one would maintain
that the art and practice of printing is a religion—
though it has, I believe, its “ formes,” if not its
ceremonies !—-since it is used for every secular, every
trivial object, and indeed for many worse and even
“ devilish ” purposes, but we do not find that the
Church fights
shy of it on that account.
O
May we not see an analogy here? Is not the
Church treating this new “ discovery ” as it did the
old one? Instead of welcoming its aid, it would leave
it to the scientist or the researcher, and more than
hints at its “ danger,” and possibly evil origin.
On the other hand, are not some Spiritualists
helping this very opposition by attempting to make
into a religion a science which has no more claim to
be so called—on account of its serious bearing on our
future destiny—than has the art of printing on account
of its valuable-aid in making'the Bible known to the
world?
Yours, etc.,
'
. ■
Arthur- M. Heathcote.
Compton, Winchester.
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Miss .Lilian Whiting writes:—
As we live so largely by our appreciations and our
ideals, the great and fairly world-wide appreciation of
Sir Oliver Lodge is one of the notable influences in
contemporary progress. The Boston Transcript (the
classic in Boston journalism) has this word of Sir
Oliver in it's, issue for June 18th, 1927 :—
It is certainly no small thing in these days
when a man of the highest scientific standing
bears witness to the reality of a spiritual order
and the certainty of a glorious Beyond, and
speaks as a humble follower of Jesus Christ.
Sir Oliver uses his scientific knowledge, at once
so minute and extensive, to support and enforce
the essentials of Christianity.
In the same issue a correspondent of the Transcript
writes :—
If I were to make a list of the nineteen
immortals, it would read something like this :—
Abraham, Moses, Plato, Socrates, Pericles,
Christ, St. Paul, Galileo, Columbus, Shakespeare,
Napoleon, Lincoln, Dickens, Franklin, Langley,
Emerson, Edison, Marconi, Sir Oliver Lodge-.
The great scientific work and the great leadership
in Spiritualism for* which we are indebted to1 Sir Oliver
Lodge are signal aids in lifting humanity to a higher
level.

Major-General H. P. Enesy, of Budapest, writer*—*
Hungarian and German Spiritualists will ectebtBitf!
on September jrd the centenary of the birth of Baron
Lazar de Heilenbach. Born of an aristocratic family
which has produced many famous men, he became an
economist and politician, later taking tip the study
of philosophy and occultism, which he continued with
ardour during the last thirty-four years of his life.
He was a rich man. He was a great friend of the
renowned Hungarian medium and authoress, Baroness
Adelma de Vay, and visited and corresponded wfth
many prominent English and German psychical re
searchers.
During his lifetime several famous psychical
mediums visited him by invitation for long or short
periods, among them being Eglinton, Bastian, Fowler,
and Slade.
■
In the realm of scientific occultism he was in
advance of his age, particularly in respect of his
views on the ether, on vitalism, and psychic
phenomena.
The.older Spiritualists may recall that in February,
1884, in Vienna it was reported that H. Bastian was
“ exposed as a fake ” by the Crown Prince Rudolphe
and Archduke Johann Orth—both of whom later met
a doleful end. Bastian had been the medium for the
materialisation of four different figures at a test seance,
but after the “ exposure ” no dresses or articles of
clothing were found on him. The Archduke Johann*,
although a highly intelligent man, in his booklet,
“ Glimpses into Spiritualism,” ridiculed the whole
movement, and especially singled out Heilenbach. The
latter defended Spiritualism with a fine book, “ The
Logic of Facts,” in which the Archduke’s attacks;
were skilfully met in the manner of a chivalrousfencer countering an opponent. He considered
necessary to approach the Emperor Francis Joseph
for permission to publish this. The Emperor’s reply
was: “ He is the attacked; let him defend himself
as he likes. He need not make it too subtle.”
Heilenbach produced many valuable writings on
very different themes, most of them in the German
language. His classical work is “.Birth and Death,”
others being “ The Magic of Numbers,” “ On the
Ether,” etc. He well deserves the title given him
by his admirers : Heilenbach, the champion of truth
and progress.

Light and Materialisation.—The detrimental
action of light on ectoplasmic forms is not surprising.
Light is well known to be fatal to many micro-organ
isms, and seems even to hinder the organisation of
primordial, forms of life.
Germs in process of
development are usually shielded from its action more
or less by the natural conditions. The early stages of
embryonic life take place in relative or complete dark
ness. One of the functions of chlorophyll in vegeta
tion seems to be the protection of delicate tissues
against light, and it is a common observation that
vegetable growth takes place mainly at night, . . .
If light hinders the biologic process in the first stages
of organic growth, considering- that this process is
very slow, it is easy to conceive that it should actually
paralyse the same processes during materialisation,
when the rapidity of vital action is greatly accelerated.
The human embryo, for instance, requires weeks to be
built up in the womb, shielded from light; in a seance
a quasi-human or a human organ is completely formed
in a few seconds, . . . The injurious action of light,
therefore, is only natural arid logical.—From Clair
voyance and Materialisation, by Dr. Gustave Geley.

I, i <■ II T

3'S
I.ICJIIT,

Fditori.1 Office., 1«, QUEENSBERRY PLACE,
SOUTH KENSINGTON, S.W.7.
all communications intended for the editor
should be addressed to the Editor of Light, 16, Queensberry
Place, South Kensington, S.W.7.

BUSINESS COMMUNICATIONS and " LIGHT ” SUB
SCRIPTIONS should in all cases be addressed to Light,
34, Paternoster Row, London, E.C.4. Cheques and Postal
Orders should be crossed and made payable to Light.
SUBSCRIPTION RATES.—Twelve months, 22/-; six months,
11/-• Payments must be made in advance.

ADVERTISEMENTS.—All applications respecting these should
be made to The Advertisement Manager, Light, 34, Pater
noster Row, E.C.4. Telephone: Central 1462.

RATES.—^10 per page; 10/- per inch single column; societies,
8/- per inch; classified advertisements, 1 /- per line.

FROM THE WATCH-TOWER.
SOME

REFLECTIONS

BY THE

WAY.

Whenever any invention or discovery, however
marvellous, has been seen and used a sufficient number
of times by the world at large, it ceases to be regarded
as wonderful. It becomes ordinary—it passes into the
dull catalogue of common thing's. Probably when it
was first announced, as a rumour, it was disbelieved
and made a matter of popular ridicule. As it pro
gressed towards acceptance, it may have been the sub
ject of fierce hostility, especially if it threatened any
vested interests. But, in the end, it bore down all
opposition except amongst the very backward and
benighted, and when a new generation came on the
scene it had the appearance of something that had
always existed—the memory of, the young people
would never have known a time when it was not.
It is probable that no discovery has ever had to
run such a gauntlet as spirit communication. Yet it
is only natural that so great a thing should have to
undergo an ordeal proportionately great. It has now
emerged from the worst of its obstructions, but its
way is still stubbornly disputed. Sometimes it seems
as if its detractors were more numerous than of old;
ibut that is only because it is more conspicuous than it
was. Many are now vocal who before were silent, be
cause they were not aware of it. But its friends and
supporters are now a great and growing host, where,
forty years ago, they were a little struggling group
•of “ voices crying in the wilderness.”
There are still, as we know, hostile forces engaged
in decrying and resisting the new thing. But before
he condemns them, let any Spiritualist of mature years
■remember his own record. Can he lay his hand on
his heart, and declare that from the first he believed
in aviation or wireless or some of the other discoveries
that, in their beginnings, were scouted in the Press
and in the market place as things improbable and im
possible? Can he say that, when he heard men jibing
at the notion of aerial flight, he did not join in the
ridicule? But, in any case, let him be tolerant of
sneering and sceptical remarks about spirit-communi
cation, and remember that what is so familiar a thing
to him is not so familiar to those who scoff at it. Let
him rather congratulate himself that he is amongst
those who are first in the field.
Another thing to be remembered is that communi
cation with the next world of human life is still in its
very early stages. 1 here is an immense amount of

ground still to be covered in finding ont the Iawn nF
communication, and by repeated experirnents eliminut
ing the sources of error and confusion. The wnnd..
to us is not that our progress is slow, but that so rruipL
has already been accomplished. It is the silent, car*
fpl investigators who are doing the best work, settle
down their discoveries quietly, and never shouting
every new fact that they come across, or making
prematurely public all they have learned. These peopk
do not answer the ignorant critic; they are not excitw
or vexed about the misstatements circulated regards
the subject, because they know those’ falsifies w’
answer themselves in due time, and that, although a
lie travels much faster than the truth, it has no staying
power—it does not last.
Another reflection—it is one we have offered before
—is that nothing that is real and true and of the last
importance to humanity can be too severely tested.
An error is as fragile as porcelain. It cannot endure
rough handling. But the truth can be pounded in a
mortar and suffer nothing.
The time will come when communication with our
friends who have passed from mortal life will be so
familiar a thing that our descendants will find it a
source of amusement to read what was said and
thought about it by their forefathers, just as we laugh
to-day over the denunciation and ridicule that were at
first excited by the idea of steam travel and aerial
flight.
Meantime we can look back on the struggles and
sufferings of the pioneers of Spiritualism not so many
years’ ago, and hold in honour that little band of heroes
who held on grimly through a storm of execration and
ridicule such as we of to-day can scarcely realise.
They bore the brunt of the battle, and broke the back
of the opposition, and our ordeal is light in compari
son. Let us be grateful for their work, and not put
them to shame by our indifference, fear or unworthi
ness.
INTERNATIONAL

CONGRESS

IN PARIS.

The Third International Congress of Psychical Research
under the presidency of Professor Charles Richet, will tafc
place in Paris, September 26th to October 2nd next, in #
tinuation of the previous Congress held in Warsaw in 192^
Lectures will be given at the Sorbonne (Amphitheatres Richelieu
and Descartes).
The questions for discussion fall under six heads
1. Supernormal action of the human being upon matter.
(Telekinesis, teleplastics, etc.)
2. Supernormal knowledge.
(Telepathy, clairvoyance,
fore-knowledge, etc.).
3. Physics and metapsychics.
4. Psychology, physiology, biology and metapsychics.
5. Laboratory practice.
6. Terminology.
Only such scientists and psychic students as have been in
vited by the national committees, or by the French organising
committee, will be considered as full members of the Congress.
Only such members who have been delegated by the national
committees will have the right to deliver addresses and take
part in discussions.
Reports and cqpimunications will be made in German, Eng
lish, or French. Generally the verbal addresses are limited to
twenty minutes, personal discussions being limited to about five
minutes for each speaker.
Visitors will be admitted to the lectures and discussions ii
in possession of a card of admission, the cost of which is twenty
francs, to include the whole series, and which also includes a
printed report of the Congress. Admission to single lectures i*
five francs. Cards of admission can be obtained at lTnstitut
M6tapsychique, 89, Avenue Niel, Paris. (17c.).
An office will be opened at that address for information and
assistance from September 20th onwards. This will be
from 9 a.m. to 12, and from 2 p.m. to 6'p.m. Details, pro
grammes, r£sum6s of lectures in three languages and cards of
admission, will be obtained at that office.

D.

FROM THE LIGHTHOUSE
WINDOW.
From the Bradford Telegraph and* Argus we ex
tract a paragraph of some correspondence on
Spiritualism and Christianity :—
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Men seem to have come to the conclusion that
what is essential in religion is that spiritual in
sight which will enable them to live clean and
vigorous lives. Men have found that this is
possible to well-intentioned men of all, or no
creed; that the most important thing about life
is the living1 of it. Here I claim that Spiritualism
gives one that insight much clearer than either
the Church or Wesleyanism, and this seems to
be where people are getting the satisfaction of
the soul.
*
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Referring to the release of Mr* Horatiy Botlrnnley,
Empire News says :—■
T
Mr. Bottomley’s promised journalistic venture
is to be entitled The Other Side, and will deal
Strongly with religious matters in which the
future editor has recently been taking a great
interest.
It is not yet known whether the promised pub
lication will have a Spiritualist or an Evangelical
brfsis.
#

*

•

#

*

.*

Writing in the Referee on “ Our Wider Vision,”
and showing that “ the average layman to-day is a
larger personality than when first permitted to read
the Bible in his native tongue,” the Rev. G. Vale
Owen thus concludes a thoughtful article:—
He is a traveller who has grown in stature as
one after another of the glories of the universe
has dawned upon his soul. We left him rest
ing—but thinking and aspiring still. He is but
awaiting the further revelation of the glories
which he senses just beyond the hills towards the
East from which the light is streaming.
He waits to see if a well-instructed guide will
chance that way. He would prefer to make the
ascent in such company. But the sun mounts
higher steadily. He cannot wait for long. Even
now he is stirring uneasily. I think he is about to
■ arise and shake himself, and essay the ascent

#

*

A correspondent of Reynolds’s News writes to that
newspaper about the “ extraordinary growth of
Spiritualism, noted by all observers,” and asks a
question which every Spiritualist can easily answer:—
Hundreds who never enter a church at all
flock into the halls where Spiritualistic lectures,
etc., are delivered. The real question seems, are
people comforted by this teaching, or is it pure
curiosity ?

*

*

The Graphic has an excellent article by Dr. Harold
■Dearden on “ The Fear of Death.” Having seen a
great many people face to face with death in various
forms, both in peace and war, he writes:—“ It is
perfectly true to say that, in the vast majority of cases,
the imminence of their death was accompanied by no
degree of fear whatever.” Curious to know the state
of mind of criminals awaiting execution, the subject
was referred to an experienced prison warder:—
His reply, delivered with a naivete which car
ried conviction, was, in fact, as follows. He
told me that during the trial it was often very
difficult to get the prisoner to talk or settle down
to anything, but after the trial and .sentence there
was, if ever, rarely any trouble of this sort.
“ Of course,’.’ he said, “ we do our best to
. take their minds off it. We play draughts or
cards with them, and they generally get along
pretty well. ”
♦

PARIS.
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*

*

*

The following item is from the News of the

W orld:—
The Queen of Rumania, her daughter-in-law,
the Crown Princess, and the Queen of Serbia,
are all keen crystal-gazers, and some weeks ago
summoned a famous seer from this side to- give
them prophetic information about the death of
King Ferdinand. She dated it almost to the
moment. Queen Marie has herself a wonderful
crystal ball, which was once in the possession of
Napoleon himself.
*

#

*

♦

The Daily Express gives us an interesting bit of
news about General Paget’s niece, Miss Dorothy
Paget, “ one of the greatest heiresses in England ” :—
She is tall and slim, and cares not a jot for the
opinion of anyone.
Miss Paget has recently taken a house in Kent,
so as to be near her sister at Leeds Castle. She
is, I hear, having considerable trouble with
ghosts, which, however, do not worry her any
more than ordinary beings.
*

*

*

*

In an article on “ Early Spiritual Workers,” by
P. A. Jensen., in Reason, he writes :—
The prominent writers who, independently of
one another, formulated the text of the religion
of Spiritualism, during the first decades, were
really only six in number, three men and three
women. These were: Andrew Jackson Davis,
Hudson Tuttle, Maria M. King, Cora L. V.
Richmond, W. J. Colville, and Mary T. Longley.
Emma Hardinge Britten was among the im
mortals, but she was an English woman, and she
is claimed by the English Spiritualists.
A
Mr. Jensen gives a little sketch of those six
workers, who “ wrote by the touch of inspiration.’’

alone.
*

*

*

*

From a postscript to the articles in the Church of
England Newspaper, by Sir Oliver Lodge, touched
upon in the preceding issue of Light, we take the
concluding passage:—
The notion of an etheric body is attracting
wide attention, as a more definite form of the
theory of a spiritual body which was mooted
nearly 1,900 years ago. The idea is supported
by communicators from the other side; and,
though the notion is still only in its infancy, and
requires much verification and elaboration, it is
possible that in this direction problems which
have seemed insoluble may ultimately be attacked
by future science, and gradually brought down
from the atmosphere of faith into the region of
knowledge.

APPRECIATIONS OF “LIGHT.’*
“------your valuable and helpful paper. I may say I have to
convey the grateful thanks of Mrs. *------------ for the splendid
articles you give us.”—B. C. (Halifax).
“ I have much appreciated the numbers of Light which have
reached me.”—A. C. O. S. (Raiatea, Society Islands).
u Your paper is most inspiring. In your paper we find many
items of interest, of happenings in America which are never
mentioned in our own papers.—B. W. (New York City).
“ I find it most interesting.”—E. M. H. (West 138th Street,
New York City).
“ I should like to add my expression of appreciation for your
most interesting and helpful paper.”—R. J. M. (Gateshead-onTyne).
“ Thank you for your splendid paper.
I read it every
week, and then post my copy abroad.”—R. F. A. (Northwood).
u I am one of your old subscribers, and a constant reader of
your excellently conducted paper.”—W. H. (Coronado, Cali
fornia).
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\ STRIKING materialisation.
lh

h.

W.

Duxbury.

The mxxMint of the following- remarkable example
. materialisatiiMi phenomena 1 have translated from
professor Roraano's recent book entitled “ A Propos
de PIntroduction A la M6tapsychique Humaine.”
I now proceed to relate an example draWh from
mv own experience, and which I have inserted
in my book, ipotesi Spiritica e Teoriche Scientifiche, which appeared in 1903. This incident
occurred in the course of a long- series of experiments with Eusapia Palladino, arranged by
the “ Circolo Scientifice Minerva,” of Genoa, in
which took part, as well as myself, Professors
Morselli and Francois Porro, Dr. Joseph Venzano,
and Louis Arnaud Vassalle, editor of the
“ Secolo NlX.”
At the sitting of the 10th February, 1902, there
were present with myself four members of the
Circle, namely: MM. F&ix Avellino, Evariste
Testa, Jerome Pastorino, and Joconde Faggioni.
I extract from the report of this sitting, drawn
up by myself, the following essential passage :
“ To the left of the medium M. Evariste Testa
is seated and M. Joconde Faggioni to his right.
The room is feebly lit by the light of a candle
placed in the ante-room.
“ Suddenly we perceive movements of the cur
tain of the mediumistic cabinet behind M. Testa.
Afterwards a hand, the form of which is out
lined and visible to us all, reaches M. Testa,
touching and caressing him, only to withdraw
rapidly after this. After which the curtain is
agitated anew, swells out, and adheres to the
face of M. Testa. The latter declares that he
feels himself in contact with a completely
materialised head. He has not yet finished his
sentence when we all hear the sound of a kiss
given to his face. M. Testa requests the per•
sonality who is manifesting to be good enough
to make known its name. We hear then (from
behind the curtain) inarticulate sounds, having,
however, the “ timbre ” of the human voice, as
if behind this curtain there’ were someone who
.
was making superhuman efforts to succeed in
articulating words. These sounds end, in fact,
by constituting a human voice—a frail, toneless
voice which utters, by spelling the syllables, these
words in Italian : ‘ I am your mother. My
child-! ’ There follow other kisses, other long
and affectionate caresses, with the interposition
of the curtain.. M. Testa, more than ever anxious
to obtain some decisive proof of identity, asks
the materialised personality to show itself to him
visibly. An affirmative reply is obtained; and
then the curtains open in the middle, and at
the height of about forty centimetres above the
head of Eusapia a woman’s bust presents itself,
which sometimes advances and sometimes retires
with a slow and alternating movement. Given
the position which I occupy relatively to the door
from which the light comes, I only succeed in
discerning in a confused manner this materialised
form; it is the same with MM. Testa and
Avellino. But MM. Faggioni and Pastorino,
better placed, and quite close to the materialised
form, declare that they perceive clearly the profile
of a woman’s face, the features of which they
distinguish very well. Their observations in this
respect are quite concordant. M. Testa, building
on the description which the two witnesses abovementioned^ give, minutely, of the features of the
phantom, is more and more convinced that it really
concerns his mother; so he insists with ardour,
he begs and exhorts the materialised form to
advance, in order that he may succeed in seeing

h. In view of these sohrilafion*i M.
with the arernt of ofie who only
reluctance to rob another of lii»» illinium,
to him : * No, no, dear Monsieur lewta, th*
I perceive cannot be your mother
I
discern its features, and 1 can tell you
•
is quite a young woman.’ ‘ Yes, yes/ reptiH
M. Testa; ‘ my poor mamma died at the
twenty years ! ’
“ This coincidence of fact, so surprising
I
SO1 unexpected, did not fail to produce a (k* I
impression on all present. None of us cZ j
have suspected that M. Testa’s mother bad
I
so young. M. Testa was, moreover, a
I
acquaintance for us all, having only joined oijr I
Circle a few days previously.”
I
Here ends the report of the sitting. But this L
incident was to have a very interesting sequel I
on the morrow. M. Testa had the idea of I
proving subsequently the authenticity of the in- I
cident which had so impressed him. For this I
purpose he took a photograph of his mother and I
added other portraits of young ladies, being I
careful to choose them exclusively from those I
which related to the same epoch. He afterwards!
called on M. Faggioni, requesting him to indicate I
which of these portraits most resembled the form I
which he had perceived. M. Faggioni then I
examined, these photographs carefully, one after I
the other; when he reached the last he cried: I
“ That is the form which I saw ! ” It was, ini
fact, the portrait of Mme. Testa.
I
It must therefore be agreed that M. Faggioni I
had observed well, and that the incident described I
implies an excellent proof of the personal identifi- I
cation of deceased persons; and this, so much I
the more, in that the portrait of M. Testa’s I
mother, which I have seen, had not the most I
distant resemblance to her son, and that in I
the collection of photographs presented to M. I
Faggioni there was that of an aunt of M. Testa; i
which bears a fair resemblance to the latter.
I
Such are the conclusions to which the incident 1
here described rationally leads, be it understood^ I
for those who keep the mind free from the mist I
of prejudices; and especially for those who ■
possess a vast knowledge of mediumistic cases/ ■
and, in consequence also, the necessary com- ■
petence to circumscribe, within legitimate lirmto, ■
certain naturalistic hypotheses, the real compass ■
of which is extremely narrow, but -which to ■
‘opponents having little acquaintance with these ■
cases appear to be,- on the contrary, illimitable. ■

THE VISION SPLENDID.
Mr. J. McDonald, of Johannesburg, sends us the follow
ing fine sonnet which he quotes from “ Memories of a Hostess,"
by M. A. de Wolfe Howe. (Fisher Unwin.) It is by Mrs.
Fields (wife of the .publisher), a woman of remarkable insighta friend of Emerson and other famous mep of the time.

I stood alone in purple space and saw
The burning walls of the world, like wings of flame;
Circling the sphere; there was no break nor flaw
In those vast airy battlements whence, came
The spirits who had done with time and fame
And all the playthings of earth’s little hour;
I saw them each, I knew them for the same,
Mothers and brothers and the sons of power.

Yet were they changed; the flaming walls had burned
Their perishable selves, and there remained
Only the pure white vision of the soul,
The mortal part consumed, and swift returned
Ashes to ashes; while unscathed, unstained,
I
The immortal passed beyond the earth’s control. I
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PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECTS OF
CACTUS JUICE.
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Under the heading, ** Magic in Cactus Juice, by.
which a series of visions was produced, the Daily
Express recently published an interesting article by
Douglas Grant Duff Ainslie. It was the Mexican
Cactus of which Mr. Ainslie wrote, and the experi
ments he related took place at Tangier. The choice of
subject was determined by the fact that he disclaimed
possession of any kind of clairvoyant gift. We now
quote from Mr. Ainslie’s article:
Our friend the engineer took the first pill about
midday in the presence of half a dozen of us,
men and women, grouped round the arm-chair
in which he sat.
Nothing occurred for half an hour, when he
swallowed a second pill, this time with a cup of
black coffee. Almost immediately after he had
his first vision (the clairvoyance came later):
‘ the Christ lay visible in the tomb in the Garden,
and in the heavens revolved three immense suns,
which contracted as they drew near, and finally
•
became balls of golden fire encircling the tomb
and revolving round it.
Soon the vision changed to a calm midnight sea,
illumined by the moon, which “ created a magic path
way of silvery light ” down to the visionary, and along
it came a figure with extended and pierced hands of
blessing, the head surrounded by a dazzling halo that
obscured the features. Again the scene changed, this
time to a modern street in Paris, “ with hurrying
crowds in front of the Opera and the Rue de la Paix.”
The narrative continues :—
He continued to absorb the pills at intervals
of half an hour, and at two o’clock partook of his
usual luncheon, still surrounded by friends writ
ing down every word he spoke. By five o’clock
quite a mass of notes testified to his unwonted
activity and to the potency of the cactus. He
complained of slight nausea, and lay down on
the sofa, continuing all the while, however, to
describe the visions that appeared before him.
It was then decided to test “ cactus-clairvoyance ”
further, and the clairvoyant was asked to concentrate
his attention on a lady who at the time was not well,
confined to her bedroom. The rest: of the story may"
be given in the narrator’s own'words:—
*
Our friend was silent for two minutes after
our request, and then said, “ I see the bedroom
quite well; I am moving round it.”'
‘‘ Try .to find the album from which she read
us a poem the other day. It must be on the
bookshelf or on the table at her bedside,” some
body said.
A moment’s pause, and he said, “ I Cannot see
the book.”
K
“ Do you see the lady lying in bed? ” he was
asked.
“ No,” he replied. ” She does not seem to
be in the room. I see her silver-backed brush on
the bed, but she is not there. There .is nobody
in the room. ”
He persisted in his declaration, and we were
practically convinced that he was wrong, so a
messenger was sent to the lady’s house, about a
mile distant, at the other end of the town.
The messenger returned, saying that the lady
had felt better that afternoon, and had moved
to the sofa in the adjacent room. The silverbacked brush was on the bed, as described by
our friend the engineer.

RAYS AND REFLECTIONS.
The curious investigator and historian who studies
the periodical literature of Spiritualism in its earlier
days—say fifty or sixty years ago—has some “ fine
confused feeding ” before him. He lights on admir
able essays and records by capable writers and
thinkers, intermixed with a great deal over which
he will laugh or groan, according to his temperament.
It is *queer stuff, some of it.
There are long
” messages ” from historical characters, showing not
the slightest evidence that they actually proceeded
from any of the great personages whose names they
bear. John Bunyan and John Wesley, Hypatia and
Socrates, Sir Isaac Newton, and a multitude of others
purport to speak. 'They discourse little pious homilies,
insipid and colourless, but the simple-minded arid
unlettered Spiritualists of those days received them
with huge satisfaction.
*

*

*

*

I remember a series that ran for a long time in
one of the journals of those days—a publication long
since defunct. The communications, to each of which
was attached the name of some historical character,
were in the nature of essays, all so much alike in
style that they struck one as being all the composi
tions of the same person. The people concerned in
publishing this stuff—which a critic of the period
described as “ verbiage ”—were very honest and wellmeaning, however credulous and lacking in discrimina
tion. Any good literary artist—like Andrew Lang—
could have produced messages so exactly like the actual
writings of some of the famous people concerned
that they would have stood the severest tests.
Andrew Lang indeed did produce a volume of essays
closely imitating- the styles of ancient authors, but
of course they appeared under his name—he was a
wonderful literary artificer. Had there been any money
in spirit messages, I doubt not some clever craftsmen
could have produced communications infinitely more
like the real thing than the dreary compositions which
were put forth in the journals to which I have referred.
*

*

*

*

In these matters it is very difficult to get a
criterion of evidence which would apply to the actual
message. We all know that famous authors and
orators rarely talk or write in private as they would
do in public. Dr. Samuel Johnson is a notable excerp
tion, and I know one famous writer of to-day who
can imitate Dr. Johnson’ with life-like fidelity. If he
.were a medium, and the “ great lexicographer ” gave
us a message through him, I wonder if it would be
in real “ Johnsonese ”? If it were, I fear I should
suspect it for that very reason1
*

» *

*

*

The difficulty in this matter is that “ literary ”
spirit communications are of such a mixed character,
ranging from the authentic message, through com
munications of various grades of colouration, down
to the veriest sham and shoddy—the product of the
medium’s own mind. I have known a considerable
amount of fine literature and real art obtained through
mediums who were normally quite incapable of pro
ducing- such results. But the great bulk of the
productions could not pass muster with people of
trained minds who applied the usual standards of
judgment. It appealed only to those who had no
experience in such matters. The simple, homely spirit
message is in a different class altogether. It is often
evidential to the last degree.
*

*

*

«

The career of many a new idea or discovery may
be thus summarised : “ It is impossible—let us dismiss
it! ” . .
. “ It is dangerous—let us oppose
'it! ” . . ,
It is a great blessing—It is strange
how we could ever have got on without it! ”
D. G.
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1 b*vr b**n exploring here in connection with the poor old
^xmM and it* future. 1 have seen the way it is turning—all the
n sp^Bng^up." ns you call it, in the material sense, which has
a psychic meaning.
Firstly, man must find out all the devices for speed in the
physical sense. Everything is getting faster and faster for one
^reat purpose—the discovery of the soul ! The secret of life and
death is this : that when we die we simply pass from one speed
to another. I could be seen by you now if it was not that my
body is finer. I am travelling at a different speed from yours.
The secret that the scientists will find through exploring
speed will be a system of communication by measuring the
speed of vibrations to us. They will in time then make a kind
of receiving apparatus that will take the very fine and rapid
vibrations we send out, which contain our messages, and are
now only received by mediums. You see, it will be simply a
question of speed to be evolved mathematically that will at last
reveal the secret of life and death.

That does not sound very spiritual.
undesirable channels ?

Will it not open up very

No, because only a few spirits here who have made great
mental progress will be able to concentrate sufficiently to control
such vibrations.

Everything is so fast already. There is no peace or quietude
anywhere; will not that make it worse ?
Not worse, because it is simply the idea of the speed that will
suggest the idea of psychic communication being due to a series
of very rapid vibrations, of a delicate kind, being given out.
After a time, when men can get more in touch with the teachers
here they will, at their dictation, build up a world that will
care more for peace and quiet, because they will realise that
the secret of health and happiness lies in going slower on the
material plane. All that comes in the great religion of the soul
which Spiritualism will evolve.

MRS. WICKLAND’S UNIQUE MEDIUMSHIP.
The Cure

of

Obsession.

A large audience assembled at the British College of Psychic
Science on the 19th ult. to welcome Dr. and Mrs. Carl Wick
land, of Los Angeles, whose previous lecture to the London
Spiritualist Alliance, which was reported in Light, had roused
the curiosity of many students and enquirers.
To illustrate something of the methods of their work, which
for thirty years has centred round the treatment of “ obsessed
persons, Mrs. Wickland, .who is a trance medium, kindly con
sented to allow a demonstration of her gift. Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle, who took the chair, described the character and the
meaning of the demonstration of which he had seen something
in Dr. and Mrs. Wickland’s home, when on a visit to
America.
He was followed by Dr. Wickland, who intimated
that among Mrs. Wickland’s guides was a band of about a
dozen strolling players, who had attached themselves for the
particular purpose of giving, through her, a kind of morality
play. .
'
,
A space was cleared in the middle of the room with a large
audience gathered round, and Mrs. Wickland went under con
trol. For well over an hour a dozen different characters were
portrayed: Love, Truth, Selfishness,* Frivolity, Justice, etc.
Mrs. Wickland became in turn each of these characters, taking
•each part in a “ Ruth Draper ” fashion, with dramatic force
fulness and emotional power. The words, as Dr. Wickland had
intimated, poured forth in a language believed to be an old
Russian or Ruthenian dialect. Whatever this language may
have been it certainly had power and even beauty.
It was truly an amazing evening, and a demonstration of a
class of phenomenon which has probably never before been seen
in England. At the close, Mrs. Wickland came out of control,
apparently in full possession of her normal vigour, as if all the
energy which she had poured into the play had been fully
restored to her. She is not known to have any conscious his
trionic power; it was therefore remarkable that she should be
able to run the whole gamut of dramatic emotion with most
striking fidelity under very difficult and restricted conditions.
The next evening a group gathered at the College to assist
a case of occasional obsession, the medium being entranced in
a somewhat similar manner as described above; the results were
satisfactory to the subject, and we trust that the benefit will be
permanent*
M.
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CASUAL VIRIM OPg
Some little time ago n contributor in Ltnur
a i
wherein a young girl
bnrk from the» wjlrh
to the bosom of her family, ^tay^rl n juhort whIH with h^r t
and mother, partaking of a m^nl with them, and
returned to the realm of spirits; it wnw jtmt a
one world to another.
Needless to say the story
fanciful, and was not intended to be taken with too miirh
ousness. Nevertheless something approaching such an exn^rj
has actually happened, as all seasoned Spiritualists are
although it may be doubted if the returned visitor woulfj
could, partake of such food as we earth-dwellers subsist
True, there are reported cases where a spirit-form has been
apparently eating, though whether such was actually the G;c
is a matter of some speculation. The point, however, j9 nf'?
important at the moment.
What struck many of our readers was the suggestion of ea
of effortlessness, of informality in the manner in which the
was effected in the story to which we have referred. There v/an
no seance, in the accepted sense of the word ; none of the usual
preparation that is the general prelude to an attempt at materiali.
sation.
Here is a consummation devoutly to be wished. The possi
bility of stray visitors “ dropping in ” from the next world, it
one to which some of us would look forward with the greatest
eagerness.
Whether the visitors would stay to partake of a
meal before returning to their celestial homes is a question on
which one can only speculate. It would certainly be an occasion
for rejoicing if the stage were reached where departed friends
could, without the necessity for seance-room methods, appear
among us for a short space, to share a portion of our daily life,
to chat over old times and make preparations for new.. In
other words to “ drop in.”
That stage is no doubt a long way ahead. At present we must
content ourselves with such means of communication as have
been granted to us—hands groping towards each other on either
side of the veil; whispers ; at rare intervals the manifestation
of the materialised forms of our loved ones who have passed onexperiments of a comparatively primitive kind, which will surely
lead to developments of a vastly greater scope.
Our present methods of communication are at a crude and
elementary stage. We do not say this in the slightest sense of
disparagement; on the contrary we fully realise how great is the
privilege even to touch the hem of the Unseen. Nevertheless
we may look forward to the time when our present seance-room
methods will be as out-of-date as, let us say, the tricycle or
the paddle-steamer are to-day; a time when inter-communion
between the two worlds will be enormously simplified; when
messages between earth-world and spirit-world will pass with
as little expenditure .of time and effort as are now needed for
ordinary conversation by telephone.
That day may be long in coming, but it will, of a certainty,
arrive.
And it is not not putting any great strain upon the
scope of reasonable prediction to go a little farther, and
picture a time when the Casual Visitor from the next wti
will be a welcome addition to the home circle, not as a
and phenomenal event, but rather by way of a pleasant evenday occurrence.

NOTES

ON NEW

BOOKS.

u An Anthology of Mysticism and Mystical Philosophy.”
Notes by the Compiler, William Kingsland. (Methuen
& Co., Ltd., London. 7s. 6d. net.)
Contains over 750 quotations from 158 ancient and modern
works, and is a supplement to the compiler’s previous volume,
“ Rational Mysticism.” A bibliography, and biographical notes,
which are included, are most valuable.
Nearly a hundred primary and secondary subjects are touched
upon; Mr. Kingsland’s occasional notes are illuminating and
I would fain have had more of him. A fine book, not only to
read, but to pick up again and again for inspiration; a perfect
bedside book, and well worth buying.
A. Harold Walters.

ANSWERS

TO

CORRESPONDENTS.

Miss G. R. Guelph (Northwold).—We thank you for your
letter. We have devoted some space to the subject of fairies
and shall be referring to them again. At the present moment
we are unable to give very much space to an extension of the
discussion.
E. Roberts (Kensington, Liverpool).—We are regretfully
unable to find space for your letter. We note your statement
that you know of ten people saved from a premature grave hy
the Cardigan cancer cure. Of course it would be evidence
infinitely greater value if some of these people so cured woultestify personally, as . second-hand evidence is rarely convincingMrs. M. C. Merritt (St. John’s Wood).—We thank you
your letter* Protracted correspondence on this very contention'
subject is not desirable.
We fear your suggestion that 0^
Spiritualist organization should be formed that should be
powered to speak for Spiritualism at large is impossible
realisation at the present stage.
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Now Syllabus Ready September 1st.

Post free on application.

Public Meetings for Psychometry and Clairvoyance,

Monday, 8th, at 3, Psychometry ......
Tuesday, 9th, at 7.30 ......
...
Thursday, 11th, at 7.30
..
......

Private Appointments ......... MRS. BARREL
Trance Mediumship. Private Appointments..............
MRS. GARRETT
Clairvoyance and Trance Mediumship. Private Appts. MRS. VICKERS
Trance Mediumship. Private Appointments ......... MRS. MASON
Trance Mediumship.

NOTE.—Private

appointments

will

continue

through

August

with

various mediums.
NOTE.—The College has occasional accommodation for Students or
Interested visitors from the Country or Abroad.
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“ PSYCHIC SCIENCE.”

Wednesday, 10th , at
Seance for

5, SMITH SQUARE, WESTMINSTER, S.W.l.
(Four minutes from the Houses of Parliament.)
Hon. Secretary ..............
............ MISS ESTELLE STEAD
The Lending Library contains hundreds of books on Psychic subjects.
Fully Classified Catalogue 2s. 7d. Supplementary Catalogue 7d.
CLOSED FOR SUMMER VACATION.
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Friday, Aug. 12th, 7.30 p.m. (Flower Clairvoyance)
Mrs. GLADYS DAVIES
Wednesday Services at 7,30 p.m.

SOCIETY

MEETINGS.

MRS. BAYLIS

Seance for Physical Phenomena.

Tuesday, 9th, at 7.30 .........
Friday, 12th, at 7.30 ...

MRS. HENDERSON
MRS. HENDERSON

Private Sittings with the following gifted mediums can be booked In
Advance:—

Mondays
Tuesdays
......
Wednesdays
.........
Fridays
...... , ......
Daily
......
.........

MRS. CANNOCK
... MRS. A. JOHNSON
MR. GLOVER BOTHAM
MISS GRACE COLLYNS
... MRS. A. ROBERTS

Excellent Library Open Daily, 11 to 1—2 to 7 (except Saturday).

SUNDAY SERVICES
ZEOLIAN HALL, NEW BOND STREET, W.
Sunday,

August 7th, at 6.30.

Address
Clairvoyance

COLONEL PEACOCKE
MRS. A. BRITTAIN
MUSICAL SETTINGS,

We have pleasure in announcing that the Tune Book,
consisting of 100 pages 7J ins. x 6 ins., which includes the
Lord’s Prayer r and all necessary setting* other than
to be found in Hymns Ancient and Modern and the
Bristol Tune Book, is now on sale, cloth bound 2/6,
post free, 2/9.
Silver Collection on Entering.
Subscription 10/- per annum.
Membership Invited,
Correspondence to Hon. Sec. F. W. HAWKEN.

I

I

open circle ; 2.45, Lyceum ; 6.30, Mrs. S. Podmore. August 10th,
8, Mrs. Grace Cooke.
Camberwell.—The Central Hall, High Street.—August 7th,
11, service; 6.30, Mr. A. Lund. Wednesday, 7.30, public circle,
at 55, Station Road.
Peckham.—Lausanne Road.—August 7th, 7, -Mrs. E.
Clements, D.N.U. Thursday, 8.15, Mrs. S. Podmore.
Richmond Spiritualist Church, Ormond Road.—August 7th,
7.30, Mr. Ella, trance address. August 10th, 7.30, Miss M. D.
Struthers, address and clairvoyance.
Croyddn National Spiritualist Church, New Gallery,
Katharine Street.—August 7th, 6.30, Mrs. Petz.

Fulham.—12, Lettice Street (nr. Parsons Green Station).—
August 7th, 11.30, circle; 7, Mrs. Maunders.
Mr. Osborne.
z

SERVICES.

COMMUNITY

SPIRITUALIST

Morning and Evening

GROTRIAN HALL
115, Wigmore Street

(Nearest Station, Marble Arch or Bond Street).

SUNDAY, AUGUST 7th.
11 a.m.—Speaker, Admiral Henderson,
6.30 p.m.—Speaker, Sir A. Conan Doyle.
Aug. 14th, 11 a.m., Capfain Frost.

Lewisham.—Limes Hall, Limes Grove.—August 7th, 11.15,

jr

6.30 p.m., Mr. Horace Leaf, F.R.G.S.

A Spiritual Healing Service is included.
SILVER COLLECTION.
Healing Circles are held Mondays at 7 p.m. and Fridays at 3 p.m.
Applications to be made to the Hon. Sec.. 63, Weymauth Street, W.l.

WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST CHURCH,
136

HARTFIELD

ROAD.

WIMBLEDON.

Sunday, August 7th, 11 a.m., Holy Communion
-Me. R. A. BUSH
Sunday, August 7th, 6.30 p.m,
••
••
Mr. RICHARD A. BUSH :
“Some Hindrances to Health/’ followed by Mrs. Helene Dacam
giving Spirit-descriptions and messages.
Wednesday, August 10th, 7.30 pm.
..
..
Mi>s LILIAN GEORGE :
Address, Spirit-descriptions and messages.
Healing, Tuesdays. 7 p.m.

Wednesdays. 3 p.m.

Thursday, 8,

THE PSYCHOSENSIC INSTITUTE
BOURNEMOUTH SPIRITUALIST CHURCH, 16, Bath Rd.
(Affiliated to the Spiritualists’ National Union).
Resident Minister

o f

W.

Sunday, August 7th, 11 and 6.30, Mrs. Ruth Darby. Thursday, August IL th,
Miss Maddison 3 p.m., Members only, 630 p.m., for Public.
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PLACE,

Sunday. August 7th. 11 a.m.
...... Dr. W. J. VANSTONE
..
..
6.30 p.m.........
Mr. GEORGE PRIOR
Wednesday, Aug. 10th, 7.30 p.m. (Clairvoyance)
Mrs. FRANCES TYLER
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CAROLS OF SPIRITUAL LIFE,

The “W.T. Stead” Borderland Library

GLOVER BOTHAM

MR

Wednesday, 10th, at 3

The Work of Robert Boursnell.

Illustrated by 14 Photographs.
2/9, Post Free ............... 11/- Yearly.
Invaluable to all serious students.
Sample copy, post free,
Can be obtained at the College, The Psychic Bookshop, and
Mr. J. M. Watkins, 21, Cecil Court, W.C.
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Thursday, 11th, at 7.30

Editor: Stanley de Brath, M.J.C.E.
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Seance for Trance and Direct Control.

Remarkable Psychic Photographic Number.
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Mr. FRANK T. BLAKE.

Sunday Services, 11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Tuesday, 8 p.m., Phenomena
Thursday, 3 p.m,
,,
,,
,,
8 p m.i Lecture and Questions.
Friday, 6.30 p m., Healing Services.
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THE BRITTAIN CORRESPONDENCE COURSE
FOR

PSYC HIC UNFOLDMENT
SCIENTIFIC

-

PRACTICAL

-

SIMPLE

Unites the Powers of the
SPIRIT, MIND, AND BODY.
Develops Normal Clairvoyance, Clairaudience* and
Psychometry.
Acknowledged to be the World’s Foremost Course*

Send. Lid. stamp for pamphlets and enrolment form.
PSYCHIC UNFOLDMENT.
HEALING TREATMENT.

advertise your society
IN

“LIGHT”

Privately or by Class.

SEANCE GROUPS FOR PSYCHIC INVESTIGATORS.

Every FRIDAY at 3.30 p.m. Limited go 8 sitters at 5/- each
Conducted by Mrs. ANNIE BRITTAIN.
Seats must be booked by telephone or letter.
All correspondence to Secretary,
PSYCHQSEXSIC Institute 28, St, Stephen’s Road Bayswater, WA
Phone: Park 2790

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE,
16 Queensberry Place,
South Kensington,
London---------- S.W. 7.

IM4.
hwVffVHMNlhMi

1 9FS.

D.
Rlv«. : Dhfdrtt,
Tube: Plecadilly & R
Buteet 14, 30, 40.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION ONE GUINEA.
Members’ Subscriptions become payable on the first of each January.

During the Summer months the Library, Offices and Rooms will remain open as usual. The Autumn
Session will commence on September 29th, full particulars of which will appear in the new Syllabus,
to be ready early in September.

N

Training of the Psychic Faculty.

ADVANTAGES OF MEMBERSHIP. Use of Circulating and
Reference Libraries, free admission to Lectures, financial
advantage in experiments, use of comfortable clubrooms, etc.

Class for
KAY.

LIBRARY SUBSCRIBERS. To meet the wishes of enquirers

Members,

conducted

by Mrs, LENNOX

Materialisation and some Voice Phenomena. Mrs. I

who prefer not to enrol as members a Library Subscription is
offered on the following terms : One Book at a time for three
months, 7/6 ; for six months, 12/6; for twelve months, one
guinea, the period to commence from day of payment. The
usual privileges of Membership are not included. It should
be understood that Membership does not necessarily imply
any special belief.

BATTEN BAYLIS reserves her Monday evening seances at I
her residence for Members of the L.S.A. who can book places|
through the Secretary.

An
P;

Mr.

Le*1

REFRESHMENTS served every afternoon 3—5.45.

k

ENQUIRIES. The Secretary, Miss Mercy Phillimore, attends J

EXPERIMENTAL WORK.
Private Sittings. Mrs. GARRETT (Trance).

every day, except Saturdays, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and!
until the conclusion of Meetings, and is at all times willing to I
meet enquirers and to render such help as is possible. It is, I
however, desirable that appointments be made, when I
convenient, after 11.30 a.m.

Mrs. MASON (Trance).
Mrs. CANTLON (Automatic Writing).
Mr. T. E. AUSTIN (Normal Clairvoyance, etc.)

Office Hours:

IO—6 and 1 o’clock on Saturdays-

Syllabus on application.
s
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Beleace, Experimental Evidence, Philosophy.

By Dr. Gus
tave Geley. A record of experiments. Post free,

Clairvoyance and Materialisation.
39/9.

By Rev. C. L.
Tweedale. 3rd Ed.
536 large pages.
A
Standard work of Profound Interest.
Post

Man’s Survival After Death.
free. 11/-.

The Facts of Psychic Science and Philo
sophy.—By A. Campbell Holms. An encyclo

pedic work of great value, containing refer
ences to all phases of _psychic
_
_phenomena•»
Post free,
with exhaustive bibliographies.
M/B.
ths Threshold of the Unseen,—By Sir Wil-

Ham F. Barrett, F.R.S. An examination of
the phenomena of Spiritualism and of the
evidence for Survival After Death, Post
free, 8/-.
Science and Human Progress

By Sir Oliver

Lodge, F.R.S. Six Lectures now reprinted in
book form. Post free 4/9.
A Guide to Mediumship and Psychical Unfoldmeat.—By E. W. and M. H. Wallis.
Post
free, 1/10.

Facts and the Future Life.—By the Rev. G.
Vale Owen. This book contains much valuable data, together with an array of facts os
the subject of human survival, which has been
found most helpful to. a gresLt number of
people who were looking for guidance and
veridical evidence in their quest for further
knowledge. Post free, 4/9. ‘
Bpirituallsm In the Bible.—By E. W. and M. H.
Wallis. Post free, 1/9.

From Agnosticism to Belief-—An

account of
Further Evidence for Survival. By J. Arthur Hill.
3/10 Post free. (Reduced from 7/6.)

Researches Into the Phenomena of Spiritual

ism.—By Sir William Crookes, F.R.S.
free, 3/9.

Post

Human Personality and Its Survival of Bodily
Death.—By p. w. H. Myers. Post free, 8/-.

Thomas
Jay Hudson. A working Hypnothesis for the
Systematic Study of Hypnotism. Spiritism,
Mental Therapeutics, etc: Post free, 7/10.

The Law of Fsychlo Phenomena.—By

JPsyohical Investigations..—.By j. Arthur Hill.

Some personally-'observed proofs of survival.
Post free, •/••

SEND

Messages, eto.B from Spirit Communicators,

Spirit Teachings.—Through the Medium ship of

William Stainton Moses, M.A. (Oxon).
free, 6/6.

Post

Healing Through Spirit Agency.—By the Great

Persian Physician, Abduhl Latif.
And in
formation concerning The Life Hereafter. Of
the deepest interest to all enquirers and
Students of psychic Phenomena.
Written
and compiled by R. H. Saunders.
Post
free, 3/9.

The Return of Qeorge R. Sims.—By A Friend

of His. In collaboration with R. H. Saunders,
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