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NOTES BY THE WAY.

Sir Oliver Lodge and “ The Bookman.”

■ The February issue of the “ Bookman ” contains 
I an article by Mr. Alfred Noyes on “ Sir Oliver Lodge’s 
I Correlation of Science and Religion 7*; a portrait of 
K Sir Oliver appears on the cover, and there are other 
I* / excellent photographs of him in its pages. In his admir
al able “Appreciation” of the great scientist and his

work, Mr. Noyes' deals with the changed attitude of 
science in regard to religion, and the metamorphosis 
in both which has taken place of late years. Dealing 
with the exploration of the unseen world upon which 

F advanced science is now entering, Mr. Noyes remarks :

■ Many unimaginative people are still at the
■ childish stage where they think any attempt in this
H direction a symptom of insanity. Those who scoff-
L at Sir Oliver Lodge’s attempt will do well to
■ remember that he was one of the great pioneers
E of wireless in the days when fools would have

scoffed at this also.
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Mr. Noyes also expresses the view that Sir Oliver 
“ is doing for our age what the Greek philosophers 
did for -theirs . . . for he points to a future correla
tion of science, philosophy, and religion, with an 
earnestness of purpose and a sincerity of conviction 
that place him among the prophets of our time.”

* # # *

A Wireless Coincidence.

Writing in one of the radio newspapers, Mr. K.' 
Lewis Wright, who is the South African Trade Com
missioner for Belgium, tells of an astonishing coinci
dence. He was reading the back page of the “ Cape 
Argus ” of October 2nd, and had just reached the line : 
“ the Gila Monster wears a flashy suit of orange and 
black, or crimson and black,” when, to his ‘amaze
ment, he heard the same words coming from the loud 
speaker of his wireless instrument which happened to 
be in action at the time. The fact was that the same 
article was being broadcast from Daventry, and the 
broadcaster there reached the same line in the article 
at the same moment as Mr. Lewis Wright, who was 
then in a.Belgian village. An odd coincidence, indeed : 
although of course there is nothing supernormal 
about it. Our acquaintance with supernormal or 
psychic coincidences has taught us that such things 
are always designed to serve some particular need. 
We rarely seek to make them public. For one reason 
they are sometimes too astonishing to be credible.

Concerning Prevision.

A recent article in our contemporary, “ The Two 
Words,” remarks that there is “ something obnoxious 
to the rational mind about tjie whole question of 
prophecy. ’ ’ Quite naturally, if accurate prediction of 
future events really implied that human life is entirely 
under fate and the events of the future fixed and un
alterable. That, as we have the best reason to know, 
is not the case. All the events of the future are poten
tial in the past and present, but there is no mathe
matical certainty about any of them, although in some 
cases the chances for a particular event may be as 
999 to 1. There is always, as we have observed, some 
little element of fluidity. We have seen a prediction 
fulfilled to the letter—we have seen another in which 
the events foreseen did not fall out exactly as forecast. 
Some little uncalculated fact came in at the last moment 
and deflected the current of events. As to an explana
tion of prevision, we can think of two. They seem 
different but may not be incompatible—the same thing 
expressed in two different ways. One is the working 
out of a chain of sequences, a reasoned statement of 
the future worked out from the facts of the present. 
The other refers to the possibility that the human 
spirit which is outside of and above time may occa
sionally view the future with the same clearness as 
that with which the embodied consciousness views the 
present.

# * * *

Superstition and Sensation.

To a rather dubious story of haunting in a news
paper is attached the description, a “ creepy tale.” 
There are so many stories of ghosts and apparitions 
nowadays, however, that these cheap thrills are soon 
likely to pall on the public, which will decline to have 
its flesh made to “ creep ” in this easy fashion. There 
is a point beyond which these sensations cease to be 
child-like and become merely childish. There is a Latin 
proverb to the effect that everything which is unknown 
is taken to be magnificent. It certainly seems that 
the unknown is usually regarded as anything and every
thing which it is not. Certainly the world of spirits 
is no longer an unknown region. We have at least 
learned sufficient of it to know that it contains noth
ing fearsome and supernatural—nothing to give any 
sensible person “ the creeps.’ Indeed, some of us 
are beginning to suspect that the world in which we 
live holds many things which we have more reason to 
fear than anything which belongs to that Unseen 
World which ignorance and superstition between them 
have embroidered with so many terrors.

TRUTH.

No matter though it towers to the sky
And darkens earth, you cannot make the lie 
Immortal; though stupendously enshrined 
By art in every perfect mould of mind;
Angelo, Rafaelle, Milton, Handel, all
Its pillars cannot stay it from the fall*

Gerald Massey.
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THE “MORNING POST”
Bv STANLEY DE BRATH.

ENQUIRY.

(Continued from page 75.)

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle says, “ I believe that 
only three supremely great thing's have ever happened 
in the history of the world. The first was the mono
theistic ideal, which standardised, so to speak, the 
Central Power : the second was the coming of Christ 
with his code of ethics which has given us the ideal 
of human conduct. The third was the coming of 
Spiritualism, which has opened up another plane of 
being and has rendered accessible sources of wisdom 
and guidance which are destined to save the world.” 

Professor J. W. Graham (Society of Friends) 
pleads for the Religion of the Spirit, experimental, 
independent of external doctrine, ritual or history— 
however valuable—which needs no clergy, and esteems 
various parts of the Bible only according to their 
proved utility. (A formless religion, but desirable.)

Mr. Hamilton Fyfe (as a representative agnostic) 
says, “ Christianity, like all other religious teaching, 
has failed to effect any lasting improvement in human 
nature because it is based on an idea which cannot 
be squared with human experience. ” This idea is that 
“ God is Love,” which is incompatible with the war 
in Nature. It should be reversed—Love is God. 
“ Christ said ‘ God is within you, not outside.’ He 
implied that there could be no external proof of God, 
since God had no existence apart from the thoughts 
and acts and impulses of men.” (One would like to 
see the references in support of these astonishing 
statements. I wonder to whom Jesus prayed!) 
“ The impossible cosmogony was invented in order to 
subjugate the human race.” (!)

The Principal of Lichfield salutes the influence 
of women as the most effective helpers of the higher 
humanity. The great fact is the Revelation of Christ. 
He refers readers to Bishop Gore’s Reconstruction of 
Belief.

Sir Reginald Craddock says that the man who 
acts on the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood 
of Man may make valuable contribution to the spiri
tual life of the nation even if an agnostic on all other 
points. (True, but the question is how is that belief 
and action to be brought about with the mass of the 
indifferent?)

The Archdeacon of Chester calls for a Return to 
the Gospels and a ministry of preaching.

The Rt. Rev. Bishop W. J. Carey (Bloemfontein) 
says, “ Many a man who now thinks that religion is 
personal piety, or (I regret to say) only a sort of 
fire-insurance, would feel far differently if he would 
realise that his religion includes the gigantic attempt 
to alter the whole spirit of the world, and make 
humanity really human to itself, which at present it 
certainly is not.”

Dr. W. E. Orchard agrees with Mr. Dark, but 
admits that men cannot start at this point. We jnust 
o/Z repent for the sins which have written out their 
consequences in personal unrest, international warfare 
and industrial life.

The Bishop of Cashel and Waterford finds that 
“ the Reformation rendered inevitable all that has 
Since come to pass; authority in religion has been shat
tered.” He asks “.Did Christ give authority other 
than to be good and to do good in His Name? ”

Canon Oliver Quick thinks there is no patent cure 
for spiritual unrest, Economic pressure, cheap jour
nalism and expensive amusements are combining to 
make people more and more incapable of serious think- 
ing upon great issues.

and make

We must
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Canon Lacey laments that the tide of emotion pro. 
duced by the war left “ a featureless sentimentality.1' ■ 
Belief in God and patience will rebuild. I

The Archbishop Of Armagh (second letter) pays a I 
tribute to Science, and deprecates the confusion of Reli
gion with Theology. He thinks that objections based I 
on the Uniformity of Natural Law, the discrediting of I 
mediaeval Theology and of Divine (physical) interven- I 
tions have little force. I

The Rev. Hubert L. Simpson (Presbyterian) pre- I 
diets the turn of the tide towards spirituality. (Pre- I 
parations all over Europe for poison-gas war do not 
look like it 1)

Canon Goudge (third letter), summing up, gives a 
definition of “ orthodoxy ”—assent to the Apostles’ 
and Nicene Creeds; considers all attacks on Chris
tianity strangely antiquated; thinks that the cor
respondence reveals a new poignancy to the difficulty 
of believing that “ God is Love ”; states that this 
assertion is “ based wholly on the Incarnation and the 
Cross ’ ’; recognises that the war and other sufferings 
are due to misuse of man’s moral freedom; and com
mends the “ gay and gallant Christian ” who would 
deify Love and make our action one with our worship. 
(Assent to the creeds includes the Virgin Birth, the 
Deity of Our Lord, His Ascension into heaven, the 
return for an Assize of Judgment and the resurrection 
of the bodies of the dead. Surely these articles need 
some explanatory re-statement?)

While I have made some comments, it is not my 
intention to criticise any of these pronouncements; but 
it is, I think, obvious that two salient points emerge 
in which all these authorities are in agreement—devo
tion to the Person of Our Lord and Master and the 
necessity for some working philosophy of religion. 
The same may be said of the bulk of the less authori- 

' tative correspondents, though in the agnostic and 
humanitarian groups devotion to the Personality is 
replaced by acknowledgment of the ethic; but, surely, 
if the ethic is supremely true, acknowledgment of the 
Supreme Personality should naturally follow.

It would be easy to criticise particular points—such 
as that “ Christianity has failed to effect any lasting 
improvement in human nature.” A very slight know
ledge of real history (not the lifeless shell taught in 
schools) confutes this. No doubt dogmatic Nicene 
Christianity failed to save the Roman Empire, as it 
may fail to save the British, and the reasons may be 
found in Gibbon’s second volume (ch. xxxi.); but 
this is precisely because Creed had displaced Religion. 
Still, when we think of the Roman Coliseum and its 
“ Games,” would its gladiatorial fights and spectacles 
of men and women torn to pieces by wild beasts be 
tolerated now? Was not this horror actually stopped at 
the cost of his life by the Christian monk Telemachus? 
Did not the labours of Celtic and Latin missionaries 
lay the foundations of civilisation amid the welter of 
the tribal wars of the 6th, 7th, 8th and 9th centuries? 
Did not Norway emerge from piratic vagabondage by 
Olaf’s introduction of Christianity? A Frenchman 
who was recently asked what most impressed him ® 
England, replied, the inscription “ Supported by 
Voluntary Contributions ” on so many Hospitals and 
Homes of Refuge. Who laboured most for the wel
fare of our soldiers and sailors in the war? TH 
Socialists or the Confessedly Christian people? 
space forbids further analysis. . .11

The very existence of humanitarianism is evide1^* 
of the permanent improvement of human nature?* 
Christianity, though it is true, as Mr. SoraVH*
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recognition of facts—natural, biologic, historical and 
super-normal—leads to a religion which is in agree
ment with them all, and, like early Christianity which it 
so closely resembles,, is “ understanded of the people,” 
appeals to their spiritual commonsense, and restores 
‘ ‘ faith ’ ’ to its proper meaning’ of trust in the Divine 
Fatherhood instead of adhesion to such highly meta
physical statements as are contained in the document 
known as the Athanasian Creed, and there described 
officially as “ The Catholic Faith which except a man 
believe faithfully he cannot be saved.”

-such 
Lsting 
tnoY' 
Hit 
Bicene 
as >* 
ayb!
• ba* 
ig'0!!' 
nd 115 
-tael*5 
*‘s ”< 1 
ped a*

>0,r of 
ucf J < 
iu/5' i

i 
t>y

1,5 % 

&

DEAN INGE ON THE MYSTIC AND THE INNER 
LIFE.

I
------------- ■

1
In the course of an article in a recent issue of The Evening 

Standard, on “ The Man With no Religion/’ the Very Rev. 
W. R. Inge defines the Mystic as one <c to whom the unseen 
world is more real than the visible ” : whose temperament “ is 
a gift like a taste for music or like Wordsworth’s insight into 
the heart of Nature; in its highest form it is a kind of 
genius.” Later on in the same article occurs the following 
significant passage :—

But it does not follow that all who have something of 
this gift use it well, or that those who have it not are 
morally on a lower level. Religion misused is a very evil 
thing indeed, though it retains all the outward marks cf 
religiosity.

The whole article affords the reader further evidence—if that 
were necessary—of the learned Dean’s deep insight into human 
nature. There are several other noteworthy passages, one of 
which is quoted below, as it has a special significance of its 
own :—

But what, it may be asked, are we to say of those who 
have no inner life at all, whose whole existence is immersed 
in external activities, who work and play and chatter in* 
cessantly, as if they were afraid to be alone with them
selves? Well, there is not much to be said about them; 
as Matthew Arnold says, they “ never once possess their 
souls before they die.” They may think themselves very 
practical people; they may have a good time, or they 
may make money. God u gives them their desire, and 
sends leanness withal into their souls.” Whether they 
call themselves Christians or not, their opinions are of 
no importance whatever.

2
9
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not these people the very ones to whom the phenomenal 
of Spiritualism would especially appeal in a beneficial 
Would not their spiritual eyes be opened? It is, 

any rate, worth While to bring such mailers before lheni.
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HOUDINI THE MAGICIAN.

By James Coates,

Houdini is dead. Houdini was great. I would apeak well 
of Houdini now. Houdini was a specialist among conjurers 
all of whom will admit he was an outstanding personality 
among them. His was the unbeaten track; he was a man of 
grpat skill and ability. There was only one Houdini, 
“ Houdini, the Handcuff King.”

The world, or “ the man in the street,” is prepared to accept 
self-assertion from a man who is able to mystify, excite and 
humbug it with wonderful performances. 'Houdini could do 
that and well deserved his title, “ Master Magician.” He was 
a showman—in a dress-suit—who knew “ the uses of advertise
ment,” and employed every device to gain publicity. Although 
his feats had nothing to do with Spiritualism he attacked the 
subject in order to gain publicity for himself. That was 
unfair and unjust, but in this respect Houdini was no worse 
than many others of his profession. Whether he was a psychic 
or not is of no moment. All his performances and their 
success were due to skill, wowr, audacity, courage, physical 
training and ability. He had great experience. He did 
nothing without training, forethought and preparation.

To claim that he was a medium or psychic and was there
fore helped in his performances by spirit people—good or 
evil—is only an assumption for which there is neither evidence 
nor necessity. A similar claim was made by some Spiritualists 
in the days of the Egyptian Hall. To make a claim of the 
kind not only shows great lack of the sense of proportion, but 
a credulity most deplorable.

Maskelyne and Cook were clever conjurors and entertainers. 
There tvas no occasion to call in spirit-agency to account for 
the performance of their marvellous tricks. No wonder con
jurers smile and denounce Spiritualists as a deluded lot.

To assert that Houdini dematerialised his body in order to 
escape from handcuffs, police cells, boxes or tanks and then 
materialised it again, is absurd. To suppose .that spirits train 
conjurers to do marvellous tricks is ludicrous.

It is credulity of the worst kind—unworthy of men of in
telligence—to conclude that because one does not know how 
certain clever feats are performed; they were therefore pro
duced by spirit-agency. No wonder there are some frauds 
abroad and at home playing on this unhappy credulity.

Houdini is dead. Houdini was a prince of conjurers and 
he spoke truthfully when he said, “ I am human,” and dis
claimed doing his works by “ Divine power.” That his 
character showed flaws is only to say that, like the rest of us, 
he was not perfect. But he was a magician, he was unique, 
and we can give him his due recognition.

WORLDLY WISDOM AND SPIRIT GUIDANCE.

By Eva Clark.

“ I have lost a lot of money through following the advice 
of A’s control. She must be a bad spirit.”

That was the story with which I was greeted on going 
to conduct a meeting recently. It raises a question which has 
caused many Spiritualists much thought: “ Are spirit people 
able to give reliable information on material things?” It 
depends largely on the nature of the controls. In the case I 
have .quoted the spirit helper was in earth life a little girl 
belonging to a rather primitive people. To consult her on 
complicated legal and financial.matters was foolish.

On the other hand, there are controls who had and have 
retained a large amount of worldly wisdom and who take 
pleasure in giving guidance to those in need of it.

Many people have experienced most valuable guidance as 
to material things from the spirit world. Frequently it comes 
unsought. Most often it is given to those who hold this world’s 
goods very lightly. The principle contained in the exhorta
tion to put spiritual things first, with the attendant promise 
that all needful things will be added, is one on which 
all the more highly developed spirits act. They do take the 
trouble to get into touch with earth-conditions', in order that 
they may give such assistance as will leave us free to attend 
to more important things. Help and guidance in times of 
perplexity we can rightly expect, but to go to mediums whose 
helpers are unknown and untried, and to accept their counsel 
as infallible, is absurd.

In any case, the final responsibility for any decision we 
may make rests upon ourselves; it cannot be shifted on to 
other shoulders, either incarnate or discarnate.



behind the scenes.
By Nril Gow.

\ Discussion on Badges.

There was a note of genuine regret in the voice of the 
Sub-Receiving Officer, quite different from his habitual tone 
of bland and polite indifference.

••That’s quite all right!” answered the Young Spirit as 
he rubbed his streaming hair vigorously with a towel.

The two young men were seated upon the sun-bathed lawn 
which frames the swimming pool of the Arrival Station at 
which they were both posted for duty. The apology arose out 
of the light-hearted action of the Sub-Receiving Officer, who, 
while disporting himself in the swimming pool in company 
with the loung Spirit, had held his companion’s head under 
the water for a longer period than that startled young gentle
man considered reasonable. Water, in the celestial country, 
is much like it is with us; it is wet, and can be used for 
drinking and swimming; on the other hand one cannot drown 
in it, although a too prolonged submersion may in some 
cases be followed for a short period by a condition of coma— 
not unlike a temporary drowning.

<c So you see,” explained the Sub-Receiving Officer, as he 
elegantly mopped the streaming moisture from his shoulders, 
" you couldn’t have drowned. If you didn’t realise that, no 
wonder you were startled ! Anyhow, I’m profoundly sorry.”

<c Quite all right, old man !” grinned the Young Spirit. 
He generously decided to change the conversation, feeling 
that his debonair companion was suffering from a slightly 
remorseful embarrassment. “In a way,” he said lightly, 
“ it’s a disadvantage—not being able to drown !”

The Sub-Receiving Officer ceased mopping and stared ques- 
tioningly.

“ I mean,” went on the Young Spirit, " it cuts out Heroism. 
No drowning—no heroic rescues !” He hastily slipped on his 
tunic as he spoke. “ How can I plunge gallantly into the 
raging torrent and save a drowning man, if the chap can’t 
really drown? There’s no credit to it.”

“ Quite so,” agreed the Sub-Receiving Officer, with whim
sical seriousness. “ Cuts the ground—or rather the water • 
from under one’s feet; the agonised cry for help—the drown
ing, figure going down for the third time—the dramatic and 
gallant rescue—all this is cut out at one fell swoop.” He 
climbed rapidly into his clothes.

“ To be followed,” continued the Young Spirit in the same 
lighthearted strain, “ by the interview in the local gazette, 
with photo (usually a highly libellous effort) and the subse
quent presentation of a parchment certificate by the secretary 
of the Life Saving Society.”

“ Or better still, a gold medal,” retorted the Sub-Receiving 
Officer, with suitable gravity, as he idly threw a handful of 
pebbles into the limpid water. “ I would insist on the gold 
medal. What’s the use of a certificate? You can’t hang it 
round your neck to attract the admiring gaze of the multi
tude, whereas a medal  . ” He broke off and stared 
curiously at an approaching .figure, who bore down upon them 
from the direction of the Station buildings.

The newcomer was clothed in the earth garments of present 
day fashion. He was an unassuming, amiable man, to judge 
from his clean-shaven face, with no special claim to distinction 
beyond a pair of unusually eager eyes, and a pleasantly naive 
manner.

“ One of the Arrivals,” remarked the Young Spirit, glanc
ing over his shoulder. “ Hasn’t been here very long to judge 
from his aura,” he added.

The Sub-Receiving Officer made no reply. He was staring 
fixedly at the approaching figure with an air of unusual 
curiosity.

“ Extraordinary coincidence !” he said. “ We were just talk
ing about medals.”

The Young Spirit followed his companion’s glance, which 
was directed towards a small gold-and-enamel badge which 
decorated the lapel of the newcomer’s coat.

“ Good morning, sir ! Morning gentlemen !” said the New 
Arrival briskly* “ I’m just looking round the place. Beauti
ful spot is it not? May I—is it permitted for me to sit on the 
bank and enjoy the view? I'm an 'Arrival’ you know!” 
Without waiting for permission, the eager gentleman seated 
himself on the grass and inhaled the warm, scented air with 
gusto.

M Ah, I see you’ve noticed my badge,” he said affably.
° What is it—life-saving or boy scouts?” asked the Sub

Receiving Officer, showing his white teeth in a half-ironic 
amile.

” This •” said the stranger, swelling his cheat with 
pride, in an effort to show his badge to the best advanta^ 
” is my Spiritualistic badge. This badge proclaims my proilfj I 
and unalterable adhesion to the principles of Spiritualise h 
He polished the shining emblem with his sleeve and then 
added, tf Of course, this is only the astral part of my badge, t,he 
actual material portion having been left behind on the earth, 
plane.”

“ So I gathered,” murmered the Sub, dryly polite. “ Anr| | 
may I enquire what are these principles of Spiritualise 
your adhesion to which this gaudy decoration bears witness?" 
His voice was gravely courteous, but the Young Spirit, who 
was listening with great interest to the conversation, seemed 
to detect a faint note of amusement in his comrade’s speech.
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The New Arrival, nothing loth, explained to his two 
listeners what Spiritualism meant. Both the auditors main
tained an air of courteous impassivity.

“ It seems to me, sir,” remarked the Sub, lounging back 
*on the grass, which he plucked at idly from time to time, 
” that your conception of Spiritualism is, at bottom, the accept
ance of a certain fundamental and universal principle of Life.”

“ Thoroughly universal,” agreed the New Arrival, evidently 
pleased to find his point of view thus interpreted.

The Sub-Receiving Officer remained in thoughtful silence 
for a few moments. His customary pose of elegant whimsical 
indifference had temporarily been replaced by one of his rare 
moods of serious reflection.

“ If a thing is universal ” he went on slowly and thought
fully, “ I hardly see how ----- ” He threw a stone into the
swimming pool and looked intently at the rapidly-forming 
circles on the surface of the transparent water. “ I mean to 
say a badge or a medal—well, they’re so definitely uni
versal.” He spoke slowly and reflectively, more as one who 
speaks his thoughts aloud unheedful whether there may be a 
listener within hearing.

A medal !” The Sub-Receiving Officer’s voice was cogita
tive. “ The whole essence of a medal or badge is that it shall 
be exclusive. It testifies to something which is not universal, 
but which is special and particular. The Victoria Cross cuts 
its wearer off from the common herd. There’s no suggestion 
of £ universality ’ about it. That’s why I hardly see the artistic 
and poetic justification for wearing a medal for what you call 
Spiritualism, which—so far as I can understand it—is em
phatically special, particular and exclusive.”

“ Oh, but you don’t understand,” broke in the New Arrival 
eagerly, “ This badge that I wear enables Spiritualists to 
recognise each other when they meet.”

“ Like a secret society,” murmered the Sub.
“ Not exactly a secret society,” protested the visitor. C£ But 

it keeps us Spiritualists together; it shows the world that we 
are not ashamed of our belief; it advertises our cause, and 
arouses curiosity in the minds of the passer-by.”

“ Precisely the arguments that one would advance for a medal 
to be worn by the ‘ Good Templars,’ the ‘ Independent Workers 
of the World,’ or the exponents of the Flat Earth Theory, or 
even the members of a ladies’ knitting guild.” There was no 
suggestion of irony in the voice of the Sub-ReCeiving Officer. 
His tone was gravely polite, but a faint twinkling of the eyes 
betrayed an inward enjoyment.

“ Pardon me,” said the New Arrival, “ but I fail to see 
how that affects the case.”

“ Oh, it affect the case,” agreed the Sub, “ except
upon what I should term interior aesthetic lines. But the 
‘ Independent Workers of the World,’ the ‘ Tram Drivers’ 
Association,’ the ‘ Ancient Order of Bisons,’ the c Grin-and- 
Bear-It Club ’—all these obscure but worthy bodies may appro
priately wear badges, medals, sashes, special hat-bands and 
exclusively patterned neckties. But Spiritualism as I under
stand it—seems to be somewhat beyond those types of move
ment. It seems to carry with it a gigantic and universal 
idea, something vast and cosmic, something so overwhelmingly 
removed from these obscure (but, as I said before) worthy 
movements ----- ”

He broke off musingly. “ It’s like wearing a medal to adver
tise the Law of Gravitation.”

“ I don’t agree at all,” persisted the New Arrival. “Why 
should I not prove to the world that I am proud of 
beliefs?”

The Sub-Receiving Officer did not reply. He appeared to be 
immersed in thought.

“ Anyway,” continued the Arrival, by way of a parting 
shot. “ I know many people who share my ideas on the sub 
ject—whatever yawr views may be?3 Saying which he r05*’ 
nodded amiably to the two companions and walked 
rapidly.

* * * *
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Psyche is indeed a remarkable quarterly. It gives one 
the general impression of being a “ most robustious ” intel
lectual country, containing great citadels, from which issue 
forth giants sword in hand to mighty combats. Sonorously 
roll the thunders of its vocabulary, and brightly flash the 
lightnings of wit in its pages. There are also calm periods 
in which the radiantly obvious comes into its own, and the 
humble fool c< contented if he may enjoy, the things that others 
understand,” can really make out what it is all about—for 
a time. Dr. Hartgenbusch, for instance, in " Gestalt Psycho
logy in Sport ” is quite interesting. We may be puzzled by 
“ oestalt Psychology,” but we can quite grasp that the crowd 
knows it must hold its peace when the high jumper is col
lecting himseli for his jump, and tnat it may shout lieely when 
it is encouraging a runner. Also the description of the bicycle 
race is quite good, except that one would like to know who does 
win in the end.

There is a frontispiece portrait of Mr. John B. Watson, 
the Behaviorist, who, says the Editor in his own brilliant niche 
of two pages in the forefront/“ must be astonished at his own 
success. He made a special study of Thought, and loudly 
declared—first in 1912, and again in 1919—that there was no 
such thing.” Naturally, out sally various professors in the 
succeeding pages, and treat him, or rather his theory, as 
Kingsley’s creatures treated the Hairy Oubit :—“ They tigg’d 
him a’ to pieces sma’,” and very well and truly is the “ tig
ging ” done. But all extremists are valuable, because they 
stand for the logical terminus of some line or system, and 
we can see clearly where' to stake our claims by the light 
of them. But this “ Psychology—sans Psyche ” makes rare 
sport for Professor W. B. Smith, who it “ reminds too 
forcibly of ‘ snakes in Iceland.’ ” Professor W. M. Wheeler’s 
address at the International Congress of Psychology held in 
the U.S.A., last autumn, is given in full, on “ Emergent Evo
lution and the Social.” Here he leads us gently up, or down, 
an inclined plane to the conclusion that the remarkable increase 
in the fore-brain, coupled with a possible lack of fertility, may 
consign us to extinction with those races of animals that 
perish of special overgrowth; There is one point in which 
compensation may be found, however. Turning to Mr. Richard 
Hope on “ Laughter and the Comic,” we read, “ Man is still 
very infantile, and those' who have taken the next step up 
the evolutionary ladder, those rare souls iji whom a sense 
of the comic has developed into a sense of humour, are still, 
alas, very few and far between. Still, the history of the 
comic shows that they are steadily increasing.”

A note in the “ Current Intelligence ” (p. 99) is likely to 
be of great interest to our readers, since nearly every name 
in it is well known to us. Under the heading, “ Symposium 
on Spiritualism,” we read :—

“ The first practically international symposium on 
Spiritualism is to begin shortly at Clark University, 
Worcester, Mass., where authorities in the field will argue 
the case, both and

“ Sir Arthur Conan Doyle has already sent his manu
script to be read, and Sir Oliver Lodge has written that 
he approves the conference. A MS. prepared by Harry 
Houdini before his death will be read at one of the sessions.

u Other speakers will be Dr. L. R. G. Crandon, hus
band of tne medium u Margery,” Prof. Joseph Jastrow, of 
the University of Wisconsin ; Dr. Walter F. Prince, of the 
Boston Society for Psychic Research; Professor F. C. S. 
Schiller, Professor of Philosophy at Oxford University; Dr. 
Gardner Murphy,* of Columbia University, Frederick Bligh 
Bond, Mrs. Margaret Deland, and Prof. Hans. Driesch, 
Professor of Philosophy at Leipzig University and Presi
dent of the British Society for Psychical Research.”

F. E. L.

Tub Rev. F. Fielding-Ould is exhibiting a collection of his 
Italian sketches at the Walker Gallery, n8, New Bond Street, 
W., from February 22nd to the 28th, and invites any readers 
Qf Light, who would care to do so to look in and see them.

ma ii t
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

(The Editor does not necessarily identify himself with the 
opinions expressed by Correspondents.)

MRS. ROBERTS JOHNSON’S VOICE MEDIUMSHIP.
Sir,-—Referring to Mr. R. H. Saunders’ communication in a 

recent issue of Light, pointing out that Mrs. M. I. Ellis was in 
error ih stating that “ Joe Watkins ” is mv guide, may I 
be permitted to say that the name should read Joe Griffiths. 
He is a Lancashire lad who attached himself to my spirit group 
a few years ago. I may add that I obtained several clear 
records of his conversation each month, also the voice of David 
Duguid and other spirit communicators.

On the occasion of my next visit to London those desirous 
of hearing these records will be afforded an opportunity of 
doing so and also of witnessing the process of record-produc
tion, on receipt of personal applications addressed to me, care 
of The Open Door Library, 69, High Holborn, London, W.C.

Yours, etc.
(Mrs.) ROBERTS JOHNSON. 

Stockton-on-Tees.

THE LATE DR. FELKIN.

Sir,—There may be other readers of Light who will recall 
Dr. Felkin, who passed away in New Zealand on December 
28th, 1923. Not only was he formerly an explorer and a 
missionary, but he was one of the most marvellous psychics 
that I have ever met. I was not only treated successfully 
by him on those lines, but he restored to health a very bad 
victim to dipsomania and drugs, but who, alas, left his care 
and relapsed into his former evil habits.

Dr. Felkin was much interested in Dr. Kilner’s investiga
tions regarding the human aura and had a demonstration in 
his study at which the late Dr. Lloyd Tuckey, and many 
others interested in psychical research were present. He lec
tured on that subject in a most interesting manner, and his 
knowledge of the anthropology and psychology of native races 
was very profound.

Yours, .etc.,
PAX.

THE MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION.

Mr. George Craze, President of the M.S.A., Writes :—
The report of the work of the M.S.A. for the year ending 

December 31st, 1926, submitted by the Hon. Sec., Mr. F. W. 
Hawken, to the January meeting of the Council, was one full 
of encouragement to Spiritualists. It show’s steady and con
sistent progress in every branch of the Society’s activities. 
This is due, in great measure, to the high standard main
tained by the speakers and mediums, whose services the M.S.A. 
have been fortunate enough to secure.

In this connection the Association desires publicly to express 
its grateful thanks to the following lecturers and mediums who 
have helped them during 1926 :—

Her Grace the Duchess of Hamilton, Mrs. E. A. 
Cannock, Mrs. Hester Dowden, Mrs. Kelway Bamber, Mrs. 
Champion de Crespigny, Miss Lind-af-Hageby, Miss Florence 
Morse, Mrs. B. McKenzie, Miss F. R. Scatcherd, Miss Estelle 
Stead, Mrs. St. Clair Stobart, Mrs. Lucy Smith, and 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Messrs. Barbanell, H. Boddington, 
Bligh Bond, Rev. H. Browning, Harold Carpenter, Rev. 
Drayton Thomas, W. S. Hendry, E. P. Hewitt, K.C., Ernest 
Hunt, Rev. G. Hall, Rev. J. Lamond, Horace Leaf, Rev. G. 
Vale Owen, Ernest Oaten, A. Vout Peters, George Prior, G. 
Simpson, Edmund Spencer, Hannen Swaffer, Frank Vernon 
and R. H. Yates.

Mediums.—Mesdames Barker, Baylis, Brittain, Campbell, 
Cannock, Cantion, Collyns, Gladys Davis, Hadley, Annie John
son, Kingstone, Kent, Mansfield, Morse, Mills, Marriott, 
Neville, Annie Patterson, Taylor Woodhall, Frances Tyler, and 
Messrs. Colman, Glover Botham, Leigh Hunt, Horace Leaf, 
Maskell, Melton, Harvey Metcalfe, Vout Peters, Punter, Edmund 
Spencer and- Albert Taylor.

And, finally, the Council would like to express its great 
appreciation of the valuable help which the M.S.A., and the 
Spiritualist movement generally have received from Light.

Mr. R. H. Saunders, writing in reference to the article, 
u A Christmas Tree for the Children of Two Worlds,” which 
appeared in our issue of January 8th, says :—

<c I have heard from many parts of the world where the 
little story of the Christmas Tree has been read, but 
I was surprised to find that Light has penetrated to that 
lonely isle in the South Atlantic, Tristan da Cunha, and 
I should think Light is more needed there than in any 
other part of the world.”

Tristan da Cunha, it may be added, is one of the loneliest 
colonies in the world, having a total population of about one 
hundred and fifty souls., who rely for many of the necessities 
of life upon the one or two ships which call there in the course 
of the year, t
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“CLEARING THE LINE.”
Causes of Confusion in Psychic Messages. 

Those who study the subject of spirit communication 
are familiar, either directly or indirectly, with the 
question of nonsensical or deceptive messages. There 
are instances of each—sometimes it is mere rigmarole, 
and sometimes an intelligible communication which 
turns out on examination to be spurious. Opinions 
vary as to the cause or causes. Recently we listened 
to a group of Spiritualists who were discussing the 
subject and a gentleman of long and wide experience 
gave his view : it was that these errors and failures 
were always the result of the “ power ” at the seance 
being weak. It seemed a rough and ready generalisa- 

L tion, but when we came to reflect on the point we
af- began to realise the truth of it. We remembered that
. spurious messages in our own experience had always

or nearly always happened in circles where the 
lb- “ power ” was feeble, either from discordant con-

- ditions or for other reasons. We had frequently 
■ noticed that in such cases, either nothing at all hap

pened, or that if an attempt was made to force the 
H manifestations the results were unfortunate—the com

munications became confused and misleading. What 
little “ power ” was present was scattered or used 

I at random. '
I Daily experience shows us that for good and

accurate work of any kind there must be concentra-
I tion. A writer, for instance, must focus his mind on

his task. If his mental energies are low or his mind 
distracted, queer blunders make their appearance in 

* his writing. In extreme cases, it may become wild
and erratic. It seems highly probable that something 
of this kind may happen in the case of at least some 
of the failures and defects in psychic messages.

We are still very much at the beginnings of what 
has been called “ spirit telegraphy,” and it is always 
profitable to examine the causes of errors in trans
mission, The one we have noted probably covers a 
very large part of the question, viz., failure of 
“ power.” That “ power ” depends very much on 
the degree of rapport between the medium and the 

'■ | , circle, and those unseen communicators who, as we
have every reason to know, have their own difficul
ties, the precise nature of which we cannot always 
comprehend. They have told us that apart from the 
special conditions of a circle, unknown factors may 
come in. There are times and tides and seasons__
sometimes these are favourable, sometimes they are 
adverse. More than once spirit communicators have

compared the matter to the ebb dftd flow of ;i ihi. 
which alternatively carries them towards UM arid 
them away—speaking figuratively, of course.

Those who have sat in circles where the 
tions by independent voice or otherwise have het^ 
clear, vigorous, and sustained, answering every 
of genuineness, and who can compare such experience 
with others where the messages have been broken anf 
confused, will know how the standards of communicfe 
tion can vary. Nor is it always easy to discover the 
cause of the failure, for the sitters and the conditions 
in each instance may be very much the same, yet the 
“ power ” on some occasion has broken down for no 
detectable reason. It may well be that in such failures 
there are large impersonal causes outside of our know
ledge, but comparable, as suggested, to the ebbing and 
flowing' of some cosmic tide.

Meanwhile, it is worth considering whether the ex
planation of confused and deceptive messages, viz., 
defective psychic power, is not, as a general rule, the 
true one. We know how readily the mind will fabri
cate ideas when there is a lack of conscious control and 
direction. Then it is the fertile source of what have 
been called “ subliminal romances,” stories which hang 
together but have little or no basis of fact.

Science is slowly leaving the realm of matter for the 
region of mind. There is much exploration to be done 
in the new territory, and we doubt not that the scien
tific spiritualist is amongst those best equipped for 
bringing it “ under rule and chart.” And no small 
part of the work will lie in fhe direction of “ clearing 
the line ” in this matter of spirit communication.

THE PORTAL.

O, what a lovely West!
The little golden clouds are all adrift,
In opal space, where colours change and shift.
And upwards, spreading o’er the tender blue, 
Like wings, are lines of silver white, and through 
The whole a peace no words may say, 
Over this first sweet autumn day,

The sky that you loved bestI

Surely some quickening breath,
But now, thro’ all the garden moved, for there,
The poplars at its breath bent as in prayer!
Here the same flowers you loved a year ago,
Are all aglow again, smiling as though
No change had come. A songster trills,
In the remembered key. It stills

But me this wind of Death 1

For I have left all fears.
Nd passion Stirs, no hope and no desire, .
Only a round of thought that wakes to tire !
In trance I seem to trace the season through.
Dreaming, ’twas here we planned what we should do, 
When summer should have come again—
My life with silence is o’er-lain,

And being spent with tears !

You could not hear my call?
The spire, as then, stands clear against the sky; 
Your pigeons, as of old, about their dovecote fly, 
And the great world beyond our garden space, 
We queried of, keeps the same dazzling face. 
Your silence, ’tis that makes the pain— 
If you could speak from out your plane,

And free me from this thrall ’.

Only this chill despair !
Yet even as I stood, I felt the change,
For life grew warm! And, wonderful and strange, 
A something touched me from your dwelling-land— 
A voice, a movement. Some sweet life-wind fanned 
My brows, and I was borne to you, 
Or else you came the sunset through,

Though viewless as the air !
Frances TyrM**'
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The u subconscious mind ” is so far from being generally 
understood that it may well be looked at again and again 
from different angles, and as envisaged by various minds. In 
The Banner of Life there is an interesting article on Dual 
Minds, by Edward C. Randall, quoted from The Harbinger 
of Light. Here are a few excerpts from it:—

It is now known that we have two minds as well as 
two bodies. The sub-conscious mind functions in the 
etheric brain of the inner body; the conscious mind func
tions in the physical brain of the outer body. . . . The 
conscious mind is something else besides being a centre 
of nerve impulses controlling the action and movements of 
the body. It has a far greater relationship to the universe, 
to our fellowmen, and to God. The mind is the dynamo 
that is constantly generating thought forms. These 
thought forms have shape, size and colour, and potentalities 
appalling to those who understand clearly the functions ot 
the conscious mind.

* * * *
To what extent the conscious mind penetrates and records 

its action on the other mind is not yet agreed; but in the 
article from which we are quoting the author says it is the 
subconscious mind which survives death, “ car ring the im
prints made on it by the conscious mind, which 'does not 
survive.” Whether there is in his view some confusion of 
the concept “ conscious mind ” with the ordinary action 
of the brain (which is physical, and must die) we cannot here 
inquire. Let it be noted, however, that the term “ mind ” 
does not belong to the same category as “ brain.” Mind is 
not physical. As regards the subconscious, Mr. Randall 
writes :—

The sub-conscious, or super-sensitive mind, which so 
many people know not, although they possess it, is a fourth 
dimensional mind, or the mind of the astral body, con
tained within your three dimensional, physical body. The 
sub-conscious mind, being fourth dimensional, is sub
ject to that unerring law of accuracy, which is dominant 
in the fourth dimensional or etheric plane. Therefore, 
the sub-conscious mind, because it is accurate, should 
dominate the conscious mind, which is likely to be inaccu
rate because it operates only in the third dimension and 
is subject to the desires of mankind, limited by environ
ment and by all sorts of conditions.

* * * *
Troubled with the proposition that man has two minds as 

well as two bodies, Mr. Randall referred his difficulty to Dr. 
David Hosack, an inhabitant of the spirit world, for more 
than a century, with whom he had been in communication for 
thirty years, and whose statements had always been found 
to be reliable. Abbreviated, Dr. Hosack said :—

yf
f

As you have two bodies, the material and the spiritual, so 
you have two minds. The spirit mind is that which comes 
from the infinite, and is clothed with the material at con
ception. It is life-force, and cannot be destroyed. . . .

The material mind is the conscious mind. It functions 
through the direction of the spirit mind, unconsciously, of 
course, as the spirit mind, in the majority of men, is 
enwrapped so closely with gross material folds that it is 
rarely discernible. However, the two are as separate and 
distinct as your two bodies.

* * * *
The Ddily Hews (8th February) has an article concerning 

the mediumship of Mr. George Valiantine, through whom the 
voice of Confucius, the Chinese philosopher who died in 478 

is claimed to have been heard at recent seances in New 
York* Dr. Neville Whymant, assistant in Chinese at Oxford 
University frdm 1913 till 1915, was present. The New York 
correspondent of the Afootf says that Dr. Whymant believes he 
had heard recited in Chinese one of the poems edited by 
Confucius in the Chinese classics, and u heard it recited in 
a way which, for the first time, makes it an intelligible whole 
and clears up difficulties which have hitherto puzzled experts 
in the language.” Voices speaking languages of which Mr. 
Valiantine is entirely ignorant were listened to by Dr. Why
mant, who speaks thirty Oriental and other tongues

For some minutes he carried on a conversation with a 
voice purporting to be that of an Italian, lhen he heard 
a voice speaking a language which puzzled him till he 
realised that he was listening to Chinese of a refinement 
and delicacy, he says, which is spoken nowhere to-day.

The voice asserted that it was that of the spirit of Con
fucius and answered questions about the classics of ancient 
China. After a conversation in Chinese had lasted for 
some minutes, Dr. Whymant said there were many poems 
in the classical poetry unintelligible to readers.

° Such as?” said the voice.

MG II T 91

Thereupon Dr. Whymant recited the first line of one such 
poem, the spirit voice at once continuing it to the end of its 
sixteen lines, the translation differing from that by Professor 
James Legge, whose version has been regarded as the best 
one.

Mr. Valiantine has just arrived on a visit to this country 
for the purpose of psychic research work.

* # * *

From an article by Dion Fortune in The Occult Review 
we take a passage on the Group Mind, a phase of psychological 
action too little considered: —

One may conceive of the group soul of our race 
lying deep down, below sub-consciousness; but one may 
conceive of the group mind of any organised body of 
people as an oversoul, a vast, brooding, artificial elemental, 
potent for good or evil, under whose light or shadow each 
individual member of the group carries on his life. The 
influence of a group mind is incalculable and but little 
understood. It must suffice to say that whenever anyone 
joins an organisation he comes under the influence of a 
group mind, and the more closely knit and more highly 
emotionalised the organisation, the stronger the influence 
over its members. Therefore, it behoves us to be very 
careful what groups we join, for there are few souls who 
can maintain themselves untouched by group influence.

* * * *
In the correspondence columns of the above Review is a 

rather important communication by Iona Davey on the new 
edition of The Secret Doctrine :—

As one of those who helped in the work of comparing 
Mrs. Besant’s Edition of The Secret Doctrine with the 
original, I can testify to the accuracy of the statement 
made by Dr. Stokes in the O. E. Critic, of October 21st, 
1921. He had received a letter from one who was doing 
this work, who wrote as follows : “ We have been check
ing Mrs. Besant’s Third Edition of The Secret Doctrine 
against the original text. It is a big task and takes time. 
So far the comparison has been made of about four hundred 
pages of Vol. 1, and that comparison shows more than 
eight thousand actual variations from the text of the 
original edition . .

A page of examples is given in the Review, and the writer 
in concluding says :—

The disfigured pages reveal how terribly the original 
MS. has been tampered with, and would shock any un
biassed person even if it concerned the posthumous work 
of an ordinary writer. How much more shocking is such 
an act of vandalism in connection with The Secret Doc
trine, which was so largely inspired and corrected by the 
Master Himself !

* * * *
The Evening Standard tells “ two creepy stories ” taken 

from the Gazetta del Po^polo, of Turin, obtained at an inter
view with the Countess Napierkovna, formerly at the court 
of the Tsaritsa. Referring to the late Tsar as a believer in 
spirits, and in the goodness of their power, he is thus 
reported :—

One evening I was in my study when I heard a noise 
in the next room, which I knew to be empty. I sum
moned the sentry and opened the door. My blood became 
frozen with horror; for there on a bier, surrounded by 
lighted candles, was my dead father, just as I had seen 
him for the last time in the Cathedral of St. Peter and 
St. Paul.

I turned round and saw the sentry pale as death, his 
rifle in his hand. I commanded him to remove the bier. 
He advanced with his weapon and touched the bier with 
his bayonet. It immediately disappeared, and the sentry 
fell to the ground dead. My doctor who afterwards 
examined him said that death was due to a terrible shock.

* * * *
The Sphere repeats the story told by Archdeacon Lovett 

in the parish magazine of St. Thomas’ Church, Portsmouth, 
concerning the experience of a friend who was sitting in the 
unlighted church at dusk on December 29th, which is the 
anniversary of the murder of St. Thomas a Becket by four 
knights of Henry IL, more than seven hundred and fifty years 
agoi

Suddenly he saw a tall figure dressed in the habit of a 
ruonk of the Middle Ages. His habit was torn to shreds 
and bloodstained, while his arms were wounded, and the 
crown of his head most terribly injured. At first the 
onlooker was afraid and covered his eyes, but when a deep 
voice began to utter over and over again in Norman 
French the prayer, fcft Keep, we beseech Thee* this church 
with Thy perpetual mercy,” he joined in, and so they 
prayed together until the verger entered to prepare the 
church for evening service and the figure disappeared.
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rill KNl ARGEMENT OF LIFE.

\pprkss by the Rev. *F. Fieldtng-Otjld, M.A.

To the members and friends of the London 
Spiritualist Alliance, on Wednesday, 9th inst., the 
Rev. F. Fiel.ding-Ou ld delivered an address, which 
the Chairman, the Rev. Dr. John Lamond, at the close 
of the meeting, described as one of the most inspir
ing and illuminating to which he had ever listened.

Mr. Fielding-Ouid’s subject was the “ The Exten
sion of Consciousness,” and he enriched his theme with 
many illustrations from the lives of the saints, from 
history sacred and secular, and from the experiences of 
daily life. He treated his subject more from the philo
sophical than the scientific standpoint. He began by 
asking, “ What is consciousness?” Consciousness 
was not simply knowledge, if by knowledge we mean 
mere cognisance of facts (for example, the historical 
fact that Rome was sacked in 1527). It really meant 
digested and assimilated knowledge, knowledge 
pondered over, understood in its relation to other facts 
and fully realised, the conclusions arrived at rather than 
the facts upon which they are based, the mental pro
duct of the manifold experiences of life. Facts might 
be forgotten, but each in its moment of activity had 
its appropriate effect upon the consciousness.

“ Thus,” said Mr. Fielding-Ould, “ Napoleon in 
my consciousness is the conception of him to which a 
thousand facts have contributed, and a new fact—the 
discovery for instance of some kind deed which he *
did—would involve a revision of my mental picture. 
Evelyn Underhill speaks of those who> ‘ live in a stuffy 
world, while their inheritance is a world of morning 
glory,’ because they have not ‘ opened the windows ’ 
of the spirit.”

Proceeding, the lecturer said that the general 
impression, the floating atmosphere of consciousness, 
was more important to' the character than knowledge. 
Apart from all dogmas and details, the consciousness 
of Christianity was love, and when it first came to this 
country its genius overwhelmed the religion it found 
here. Christianity had taught the absurd doctrine of 
the return at the last day of the disembodied soul to 
seek its old body. The Druids, on the other hand, 
taught emphatically that the next life is already an 
embodied life, that the soul was no wraith or spook, 
and that the other world was like this but better; very 
much the same teaching as Spiritualism gave. Although 
the Druids were thus in advance, of their Christian 
teachers they were soaked in blood, they practised 
human sacrifice, accompanied by tortures. What one 
might call the “ consciousness ” of Christianity there
fore was immeasurably superior; mere knowledge, 
however exact, was of no avail against it.

Consciousness sometimes opened, not as a door, 
but as though a fold were smoothed out. Something 
with which we had previously been quite familiar was 
suddenly found to have a new ‘-meaning, a depth and 
importance which we had never suspected. This was 
especially common in religious matters. Such phrases 
as “ The Father,’'’ or the “ Good Shepherd,” suddenly 
revealed a new significance. An idea such as that of 
the Presence of God with which we might have toyed 
for years, came to be a moving truth. It had pene
trated from the outward vestibule of unrealised 
knowledge, into the inner sanctuary of the soul. We 
were suddenly enriched; the personality became 
endowed as with a legacy, we had assimilated and 
made our own another aspect of truth.

It was for lack of such experiences that the creeds 
and dogmas of religion might become stale and mean
ingless, without influence on the mind or life. That was 
the common experience with those who had brought 
it upon themselves^ by neglect of what are called “ the 
means of grace.”

The pleasures of existence were on a sliding scale 
and a person’s enjoyment whs determined as much by 
bis capacity as by his environment. Circumstances 
could not give a man pleasure apart from the 
operation of his own consciousness. At the bottom of

the scale were the animal sadsfactiwiB- to he warrn 
and well-fed. The mental and emotional pleaaurgg 
were on a higher level, but were only possible to th«» 
awakened capacity. The spiritual joys were higher ■ 
still but the consciousness of many persons was 
firmly closed against them as that of the monkey con, ■ 
tent with a str;ww flt d and a mouthful of nuts, and I 
incapable of enjoying poetry. The various grades of tfoe B 
emotion of love were a good example of this truth. B 
its lowest it was mere brutality, the stimulation of t|| B 
rudimentary nervous system. Then choice and selei. ■ 
tion entered; predilection grew into affection; ■
affection deepened into1 real love. It was no longer B 
self-seeking and a means of self-gratification; it B 
became more and more desirous of securing the well
being and happiness of its object.

At this point the lecturer gave some remarkable ..I 
illustrations from the love of Dante for Beatrice, 
Petrarch for Laura, Leonardo dei Medici for Lucrezia 
Donati, Michael Angelo for Vittoria Colonna.

Our heaven must be determined by our capacity as 
well as by our merit. We might ask ourselves what 
kind of heaven would content us, and in the answer we 
should see the level of our aspiration and the con
dition of our consciousness. We should enlarge our 
receptiveness in order to attain a finer sense of appre
hension and to make ourselves capable of nobler 
contacts.

There were people who suddenly attained wealth 
which they did not know how to use. The extremely 
expensive but deplorably tasteless furnishing of their I 
houses portrayed their inner nature. They would buy I 
a library, having themselves no inclination or power to ■ 
gather the treasures which it held. They bought I 
pictures, but their only pleasure in these was to hear B 
their guests praise them. So might a man find himself 
at a level hereafter, whose possibilities he was quite 
unable to appreciate. The thought life was the real 
life : “ As a man thinketh in his heart so is he.”

Many ideas and impressions wandered into the 
vestibule of the outer mind, and we were at liberty to 
reject them or to admit them into the treasure-house of 
the consciousness. Unwise reading and degrading 
companionship were apt to fill the consciousness with 
much undesirable matter, and we ought to guard care
fully the portals of the mind. The knowledge of evil I 
whs not necessarily in itself defilement. There was no 
foul mud turned up by the waves of human depravity ' 
which was not perfectly known to God; but there was 
a mental process, analogous to that of the white cor
puscles which destroy disease germs, by which a man 
might know, without the sympathetic participation 
which shared the crime, as Milton had said :— I

Evil into the mind of God or man j
May come and go, so unapproved, and leave I
No spot or blame behind. I

Everything pointed to the fact that the next life I 
would be much more essentially than this a thought-1 
life. We were told that even now we were making I 
the conditions, the very environment of our next life, I 
that we were developing a consciousness which would | 
be able to receive certain impressions there, and be I 
blind to and unconscious of others. Heaven or belli 
and any intermediate place or condition were in man'sl 
own consciousness, in his power of response _t°l 
impressions elevated or debased. We should give« 
scope to thoughts and deeds of love and appreciatio&l 
and one might even in this world feel a magic chang^B 
in our environment as though a soft, rosy light hatil 
begun to glow round about us, and we breathed B 
balmy and health-giving atmosphere. B

Man’s progress was accompanied by the graduB 
opening out of his consciousness. Indeed, it fhi|?B 
be said that his progress consisted essentially in C\B 

. process. There, were numbers of people whose 
ambition was to get rich. They imagined that h 
they could have enough money they would have a^rB 
to everything. It was of course an utter 
Real riches alone were possessed by the man B 
widely-extended consciousness, and if he had r31 B 
and food he might be content. B
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His vision 
was unalienable 
someone of it in broken phrases, but he could not share 
it with them. One reason was that we could not 
accept a truth until we were ready for it. lhe martyrs 
died, as was supposed, by sheer obstinacy, holding an 
opinion and an argumentative posrtftMJn spite of over
whelming reasons to the contrary. It was, however, 
a much stronger thing than a mere opinion which the 
martyrs held. They knew, they had seen. Faith 
might seem a flimsy speculative faculty, but it pres
ently made its object a solemn reality.

The imagination was a faculty which, had to be 
taken seriously. It was not a mere weaver of baseless 
fiction, it might be used to clothe what came from the 
other side merely as an impulse or a wave of power.

We needed before all things a widening and enrich
ing of consciousness. This was doubtless the aim of 
the rituals, and the initiations of the old religious 
ceremonies such as the Orphic and Eleusinian 
mysteries.

Amongst the forces which had proved themselves 
to be powerful levers for opening the door of conscious
ness, the lecturer cited Spiritualism, which sometimes 
effected remarkable changes in the mental and spiritual 
outlook of its students. Beauty, again, might act on 
certain sensitive and appreciative spirits as a wonderful 

’opener of consciousness. Another potent means of 
opening the inner possibilities of the soul was music. 
But all these modes of soul-growth were somewhat 
spasmodic. The normal and sure method was by the 
exercises of religion. Prayer was the essential and 
fundamental factor. It was the spiritual urge which 
was of the first importance.

Religion was the science of the approach to God, 
the gradual moving from the circumference towards 
the flaming centre of all things.

In conclusion, Mr. Fielding-Ould said
It is infinitely important that we should store 

our consciousness with beautiful and healthy 
ideas, and use those; well-tried means which will 
open up .new and 
dour. We have a 
very foolish if we 
comes to hand.

“ I am as God 
excuse for some'fault.

It is false. We make ourselves. We 
product of innumerable thoughts, and “ if 
ugly at sixteen, you can’t help it, but if 
ugly at sixty, it is your own fault1” (A|j

A vote of thanks to the lecturer was moved by Dr. 
Robert Fielding-Ould, and seconded by Mr. Henry 
Gollett. Grateful acknowledgements were also given 
to the chairman, the Rev. Dr. Lamond, and with a 
general sense of the impressive and interesting nature 
of the occasion the meeting dispersed. «

■r 1 »

RAYS AND REFLECTIONS.
We are in February—u moon of half-candied meres, and 

flurrying, fading snows,” as Henley called it. It is the month 
of “ unkindly rains,” when “ the lawns grizzle o’ nights 
and wet fogs search the fold.” Its psychic significance, 
according to the astrologers, is that it is the month of the 
zodiacal sign Pisces, in which many mediums and psychic 
people are born. A watery month, it abounds in that element 
which is said to be the .negative symbol of Spirit. Did not 
the ancient Greek mystic—his name has for the moment escaped 
me—say that the Soul desired always to be wet?

# > * *

Mr. Arthur Machen, whose stories and essays have met with 
wide appreciation, occasionally discourses in the Observer on 
occultism. Indeed, some of his books have dealt with the 
occult and mystical side of life, but thes£ have usually been 
along romantic rather than realistic lines, their literary charm 
being their essential quality.

* * * *

In one of his recent- essays in the Observer, under the 
general head of “ Queer Things,” Mr. Machen says that a 
correspondent sent him an account of two gnomes which she 
saw at Saffron Walden some years ago. It is an interesting 
little story, especially when I compare it with the many stories 
I have listened to from persons who claim to have seen fairies.

* * * *
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The National Laboratory of Psychical Research may be 
congratulated upon the issue of their new “ Proceedings,” the 
first number of which has just been issued, and a copy of which 
is being forwarded gratis to all members of the Laboratory. The 
current “ Proceedings,” which is well printed and excellently 
got up, contains an exhaustive report of the telekinetic and other 
phenomena of Eleanore Zugun, and is illustrated with photo 
plates and diagrams as well as being provided with a useful 
index. The price to non-members is 3s. 6d. net.

Mrs. Philip Champion de Crespigny, the well-known novelist, 
artist and psychical researcher, has found time in the midst of a 
busy life to embark upon another field of activity—the dramatic. 
“ The Spanish Prisoner,” a romantic costume play of which she 
is the author, will be presented at the Little Theatre, Leeds, by 
the Leeds Repertory Company, on Wednesday, the 23rd inst. 
Mrs. de Crespigny is also exhibiting, at the Ridley Art Club, 
Spring Gardens Galleries, London, a group of pictures among 
which two very eharming water-colours, “ A Busy Corner ” 
(No. 238), and “ The Condamine, Monaco ” (No. 178) deserve 
particular notice.

Messrs, The 'Gem Supplies, Ltd., 67, Southwark Street, 
London, S.E.l, will be pleased to forward upon request a 
free booklet giving information about their portable lurkish 
baths, which they recommend as a means of toning and 
stimulating the physical system, and safeguarding against 
rheumatism, sciatica, lumbago, nervous depression and 
influenza (Advt.).

Mr. Machen puts his correspondent’s vision of the gnomes 
down to hallucination—mental images projected from the mind. 
As he well observes, “ it should always be our practice to 
accept the more probable rather than the less probable theory.” 
That is a good rule, and I wish some of the more obstinate 
sceptics would observe it, instead of trying to account for well- 
authenticated psychic facts by theories remote and improbable 
to the last degree.

* * * ’ *

On this question of gnomes and fairies, however, we have to 
proceed with extreme caution, even at the risk of annoying 
some good people who are ready to take oath that they have 
seen the elves. They are not at all fanciful or imaginative, 
some of these people. I know one burly man, a practical 
matter-of-fact person who follows the law and is good at field 
sports, who tells a circumstantial story of meeting a gnome in 
a wood. The little creature ran in front of him and guided 
his steps to a flint arrow-head. My friend collects these 
ancient flints.

* * * *

Now I find it almost as hard to disbelieve this story as to 
believe it. On the whole, I am disposed to take the view of 
a famous scientist who, discussing the question of seeing 
fairies, said that for him the problem was not so much whether 
the seers really saw anything as what it was that they really 
saw.

* * * *

If what they see is something projected from their own minds, 
well, that is a phenomenon worth investigation—there is some
thing very suggestive about it. And when fairies are not 
only seen by more than one witness, but actually photographed 
as in the case of the famous fairy photographs, the question 
becomes more interesting than ever. But we are not likely to 
settle it until we have more knowledge of our minds and 
their possibilities as creative agencies.

* * *

Some remarks in a Sunday paper on the subject of fear 
have not only a general -but a psychological interest. Thus, 
it is stated that a person rarely suffers from fear when it is 
useless and can no longer serve any purpose in protecting one 
from danger. In a situation in which death appears inevitable, 
fear goes and its place is sometimes taken by curiosity. We 
"remember how David Livingstone when in the jaws of the 
lion felt no sensation but that of a languid curiosity as to 
how the lion would eat him. And we know how sick people 
in danger of death ordinarily behave—they are serenely in
different. That this should be the case, even when in the 
sufferer’s mind the shadow of death is blackened by the super
stitions of the old theology, shows the providence of Nature, 
and the triumph of the spirit over the falsities of the mind.

D. G.
■
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as wicked and sinful persons, 
here anticipate nothing better than immediate 
to all the torments of Ilell. Why this should be so, 
exactly tell, since nowhere in His teaching does your 
ever lead you to think that such will be the case, 
it may be due to wrong teaching or instruction; but 
case, it is wrong.

Your conception of your Saviour is sadly at fault 
can only conceive of Him as a revengeful Deity, only await- 
ing your arrival here in order to demand immediate expiation 
for all the sins you have committed during your stay on earth. 
Do you think when He commanded you to forgive your brother 
unto seventy times seven, He Himself had no intention of 
practising the advice He gave you?

I am not here going to tell you about the love of Christ 
for all His people; I could tell a very great deal about it, and 
give you many remarkable instances to prove it.

Well, such being the case, how can you conceive of a loving 
and long-suffering Father merely awaiting your arrival in 
these spheres in order to wreak vengeance upon you, and 
render your future life a misery? No, the conception is 
entirely wrong and quite inaccurate; I want you to dismiss 
it from your thoughts, both now, and upon your arrival here. 
No one is condemned to eternal perdition here, saving indeed 
those who may ^voluntarily elect to be subjects of Satan and 
work his will; even in their case, we always look forward to 
the time when the misery of their lives, after years of wrong
doing, will one day lead them back to our fold.

Eternal punishment may exist for all we 
conditions in these far off evil spheres are 
known to us, but we are fully aware of the 
and degradation to be found there.

_ ___ __________ _______ ______ ■ -

SPIRITUALIST COMMUNITY

know, since the 
only imperfectly 
misery, torment

SERVICES
Rev. G. Vale Owen on “ The Word of God.”

In the course of his address at the Grotrian Hall on Sunday 
morning last Mr. Vale Owen said that the word of God is 
perfect and infallible, but the Bible is not, though it is the most 
wonderful book in the world, and the most perfect record of 
psychic happenings. In 1325 alter the Council of Nicaea, the 
Scriptures were handed to Scholars or Correctors, and they had 
to correct and alter the Sacred Writings in order to bring them 
into conformity with the doctrines lately compiled by the Council. 
This is stated to be the case by the late Archdeacon Wilberforce. 
One of the texts that anti-spiritualists quote is “ The soul that 
turneth after familiar spirits, I will turn my face against that 
soul ” (from Leviticus), and is. repeated, in Deuteronomy, but 
this was given to the Israelites for their guidance when they 
should occupy Canaan. Now the Canaanites weie among^ the 
lowest and most debased of the human races that were inhabiting 
the earth at that time, and it would have been a terrible thing 
should the Israelites have had private seances or gone to any of 
the existing mediums that were living in the land, as owing to 
the terrible conditions, nothing but evil could have ensued. Moses 
therefore forbade them to do so at all, telling them that the 
Lord would provide right mediums whom they could consult. 
Minute instructions were given as to the thorough cleansing of 
the ground where the Seances were to be held in order to get 
rid of sordid and evil conditions. Another episode that Mr. Vale 
Owen took was the much maligned “ Witch of Endor.” She 
was not a witch at all, but a woman of good education and 
breeding. The word was used by the compilers of the Bible at 
the time of James the First in order to please the King, as he 
had written a book against witches. Paul, in the New Testa- 
meat, yives the list of various Mediumistic gifts which he 
affirms are all from the self-same spirit, and St. John told his 
followers to test the spirits, and see whether they were God-sent,lollowers to test the spirits, and see whether they 
otherwise to have nothing to do with them.

M. J. C.
Witness for the Higher Communion.—-” In 

intercourse there must be no tinge of claim, 
selfish desire. Nothing must remain but a pure and utterly 
disinterested love which, while asking' for this supreme con'- 
solation, prepared to submit should it be withheld. When 
in all humility the stricken heart is ready to surrender, to 
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Hidden within each one of us were 
awaitirtg intelligent encouragement; every one of us was 
of a greater psychic sense than we at present realised.

Many of us, said Miss Stead, were like houses with alf^ 
blinds drawn, and admitting neither light nor heat from ' 
sun's rays. We should raise the veil of our consciousness, 
the gifts of the spirit, and develop these psychic powers. Witj | 
patience and self-sacrifice this 
rhe reach of all. 
developing circle 
the home. Each soul must be its own Saviour, and must con
tinue to advance in spiritual progress towards perfect union 
with the Soul of the universe. •

That sanctity which was. within the soul was the only reality. 
It was written over the doors of certain ancient temples : Man 
know thyself; knowing thyself, thou knowest all mysteries.

Miss Stead read messages of hope and encouragement, from 
her Father, and quoted, too; his. words: “ Spiritualism is the 
teaching of Christ brought up to date.”

The service concluded with descriptions 
ages given 
ci a ted.
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NOTES ON NEW BOOKS,

V. L. K.

“ Healing
(Hutchinson & Co., 3/6 net.)
Mr. R. H. Saunders has a clear and concise style which 

adds considerably to the interest of this book, which deals 
mainly with the beneficent activities of the Persian philoso
pher and physician, Mowaffikeddin abu Mohamed Allatif ben 
Yussef, known as Abduhl Latif. This personage was born J 
in the twelfth century, and is recognised among scholars ar® 
a man of distinguished parts; an original manuscript oi 
Abduhl Latif, says Mr. Saunders, now rests in the Bodleian 
Library at Oxford. Many details of his earth life are given 
in this book, the main interest of which, however, centres round i 
the manifestations of the Persian doctor through the agency 
of several well-known mediums.

Some of the cures affected by Abduhl, as set out by the j 
author, are strikingly dramatic. Mr. Saunders states that he is 
not authorised to publish the names of all the patients at present, i 
but is in possession of every detail of these cases as well as 
a large number of grateful letters from those who have bene
fited by the healing powers of the Persian spirit and his assis-’ 
tants. The unseen operators specially requested that there 
should be submitted to them cases of serious disease such 
as could not easily be dealt with by the medical profession, 
and in the instances quoted there are records of septic poison
ing, paralysis, consumption, cancer, and other dread afflictions, 
which have been removed or alleviated through spirit agency.

Of no less interest is the portion of the book in which are 
quoted the answers given to questions submitted during seances 
upon the conditions in the next state of existence, as well as 
upon a host of other topics which students of other-world 
matters find perplexing. The subjects are dealt with simply 
and convincingly, and in a manner that will not strain the 
credulity of the uninitiated.

Mr. Saunders, as is known by most readers of these pages, 
has done much valuable active work for the cause of Spiritualism. 
The public attention which was called to our subject by the 
late George R. Sims, who testified to the relief he obtained 
from the Spirit doctor, Abduhl Latif, was indirectly due tC| 
Mr. Saunders, who induced the veteran journalist to inquire 
into the matter and gave him facilities for investigation. Conj 
siderable public interest was also aroused by the 
Tree n seances (a record of which appeared 
which are referred 
augurated by 
gra tula ted on 
importance.
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NEW BOOKS RECEIVED.

Edras<” Vol. By Frederic I
Selwyn & Blount, Ltd. (6/-)

“ Monkeys of Hai Tu.” By Maxwell Carnson. 
(yS. 6d.)

Hutchins

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Inquirer (Canterbury),—Thank you. The ex^eriW j 
interesting but too slight to justify publication. J

T. J. Atkin. —We are obliged for your letter, 
message, although sound and sensible, is hardly § 
tion, as the advice in it is so often given. al
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The British College of Psychic Science, Ltd.,
Bl. HOLLAND PARK, LONDON, W.11.

(TWk PARK 4T09.) Hon. Principal, J. HEWAT MoKENZIE.

New Syllabus on Application,

” Some Features of the TrdhsliminaL”
Lecture ...................................MR. G. R. 8. MEAD (Ed. The Quest)

Wednesday, Feb. 23rd, at 8.15 p.m.
Course of Lectures ... t............ MISS MARGARET V. UNDERHILL

The Development of our Knowledge of Psychic Science.*' 
Thursday, Feo. 24th, at 3.30 p.m.

Group Psychometry. (Bookings) ... ... MRS. ANNIE JOHNSON
Tuesday, Feb. 22nd, at 4 p.m.
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Demonstrations.
Direct Voice. Private Appointments.......... MRS. BLANCHE COOPER.

Groups, Weds., 8 p.m., Fri. 5 p.m. Bookings required.
Trance Mediumship. Private Appointments................. > tvtdq uauvft
Psychical Development Classes ................................... | BARREL.
Trance Mediumship. Private Appointments............... MRS. GARRETT.
Clairvoyance and Trance Mediumship. Private Appts.

Private Psychical Development ............. MRS. VICKERS
Trance Mediumship. Private Appointments. Thursdays.

MRS. HESTER LINES.

Marylebone Spiritualist Association, Ltd.,
4 & S, TAVISTOCK SQUARE, W.C.1. Tel. MUSEUM 0678.

Public Meetings for Psychometry and Clairvoyance.
Monday, Feb. 21st, at 3, Psychometry
_ , t , MRS. FLORENCE KINGSTONE
luesday, Leb. 22nd, at 7.30, Clairvoyance

, MRS. ANNIE PATTERSON
Ihursday, Pel). 24tn. at 7.30, Clairvoyance

MRS. E, M. NEVILLE

Seances for Normal and Trance Clairvoyance.
Monday, Feb. 21st, at 7.30 ...... MRS. ANNIE JOHNSON
Wednesday, Feb. 23rd, at 3 ...... MRS CANNOCK

Public Lecture, Saturday 26th, at 8,
“ Can Telepathy Explain/’

MR. VOUT PETERS

Clairvoyance and Psychical Development. MRS. G. P- SHARPLIN.

Private Sittings with the following gifted mediums can be booked in 
Advance:—-
Mondays ............ ......... MRS. CANNOCK
Wednesdays ...... ......... MR. GLOVER BOTHAM
Thursdays .................. MISS GRACE COLLYNS 
Fridays ............... ... MRS. ANNIE JOHNSON
Fridays (Automatic Writing) ...... • ... ... MRS. CANTLON

Mrs. Bayliss, the Materializing Medium will resume her sittings for this 
Association early in March.

Psychic Diagnosis and Treatment of Disease ...
Healing Groups, Mon., 3.30, Thurs., 8 p.m.

MR. G. P. SHARPLIN. 
Non-members Is.

Excellent Library Open Daily, 11 to 1 and 2 to 7 (except Saturday),
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Public Clairvoyance.
Friday, Feb., 18th, at 8 p.m.................
Friday, Feb. 25th, at 8 p.m.............

MRS. BRITTAIN 
MRS. TYLER

SUNDAY SERVICES
ZEOLIAN HALL, NEW BOND STREET, W.

Vol. V.
2/9 Post free.

Invaluable to

“PSYCHIC SCIENCE.”
NEW YEAR ISSUE.

serious students. Sample copy

No. 4.
11/- yearly.

on application.

WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST CHURCH,
136 HARTFIELD ROAD. WIMBLEDON.

Sunday, February 20th, 11 a.m,, Mrs. MARY CLEMPSON, Trance, Address, 
Spirit-descriptions and messages.

„ 6 30 pm. .. Mr. ALFRED VOUT PETERS, 
Address, Spirit-descriptions and messages.

Wednesday, February 23rd. 7.30 p m. .. Mrs. FRANCES TYLER,
Address, Spirit-descriptions and messages.

Healing, Tuesdays, 7 p.m. Wednesdays, 3 p.m.

THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION,
13 PEM BRIDGE PLACE, BAYSWATER. W.

Sunday. February 20th. 11 a.m.............. .. .. Mr. H. ERNEST HUNT
.. •. .. 6.30 p.m. .. /. Mr, MILLS TANNER

Wednesday ,. 23rd, 730 p.m. (Clairvoyance) .. Mrs. CHARNLEY
Wednesday Services at 7.30 p.m.

Worthing Spiritualist Mission Church, Grafton Road.
Sunday, Feb. 20th, 11 and 630, Mr. Ella; Feb. 24th, Miss Scoggins.

SUNDAY’S SOCIETY MEETINGS.

Sunday evening, Feb. 20th, at 6.30.
Address ......... ...... ... ... MR. GEORGE PRIOR
Clairvoyance .................. MRS. CANNOCK

Silver Collection on Entering.

Membership Invited. Subscription 10/- per annum.
Correspondence to Hon. Sec., F. W. HAWKEN.

SPIRITUALIST COMMUNITY SERVICES.
Morning and Eveningj GROTRIAN HALL

i 115, Wigmore Street
(Nearest Station, Marble Arch or Bond Street).

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20th.
I 11 a.m.—Speaker, Rev. Dr. Lamond.

6.30 p.m.—Speaker, Rev. Vale Owen.
February 27th, 11 a m., Rev. Vale Owen; 630 p.m. Mrs. St. Clair Stobart

A Spiritual Healing Service is included, 
SILVER COLLECTION.

———
Healing Circles are held Mondays at 7 p.m. and Fridays at 3 p m. 
Applications to be made to the Hon. Sec.. 21, George St., Baker Street, W.l.

The f< W. T. Stead n Borderland Library
5, SMITH SQUARE, WESTMINSTER, S.W.l. 

(Five minutes from the Houses of Parliament.)
Hon. Secretary .................. MISS ESTELLE STEAD
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Lewisham.—Limes * Hall, Limes Grove.—February 20th, 
11.15, open circle; 2.45, Lyceum; 6.30, Mr. W. Ronald Brailey. 
February 23rd, 8, Mr. Harry Boddington.

Camberwell.—The Central Hall, High Street.—February 20th, 
11, service; 6.30, Mrs. Croxford.

Shepherd's Bush.—73, Becklow Road.—February 20th, 11, 
public circle; 6.30, Mrs. Stephens. February 24th, 8, Mrs. 
Holloway.

Peckham.—Lausanne Road.—February 20th, 7, public meet
ing. Thursday,’ 8.15, Miss L. George.

Richmond Free Church, Ormond Street.—February 20th, 7.30, 
Mr. Newman, address and clairvoyance. (Doors close 7.40.) 
February 23rd, 7.30, Mrs. G. Kent,

L.D.C.—Debating Section.—114, High Holborn, RLC.i.— 
February 21st, 7.30, Mrs^ K. Fillmore, u The Place of Jesus 
Christ in Spiritualism. ”

Bournemouth Spiritualism Mission, Charminster Road 
(opposite Richmond Wood Road) Bournemouth.—Sundaysa at 11 
and 6.30, address and clairvoyance. Local clairvoyant, Mrs. 
W. G. Hayter.

Croydon Spiritualist Church, New Gallery, Katharine Street. 
***February 20th, 6.30* Mt. Horace Leaf.

The Lending Library contains hundreds of books on Psychic subjects. 
Fu’ly Classified Catalogue 2s. 4d. Supplementary Catalogue 7d.

Hours 11 to 6. Closed Saturdays and Sundays.
Trance Mediumship, Private Appointments ......... MRS. BARREL 
Healing ............ ............... MR. FOSTER 
Tuesday, 3 p.m., Healing Class ... ............ MR. FOSTER
Wednesday, 3 pm., Circle for Clairvoya ice, February 23rd,

MRS. ANNIE PATTERSON 
Thursdays, 3 p.m., Class for Development ...... MISS Al MEE EARLE 
Thursdays, 6 p.m.. Devotional Group ........... MISS STEAD 
Wednesdays and Fri lays, MRS. DEANE. Sittings for Psychic Photography.

(By Appointment.)
Fridays, 2.30 to 5 p.m.. Library “At Home.” Members and all interested 

to talk on Psychic Subjects cordially invited. Tea 6d.

MISS S. DEXTER.
Vocational Adviser and Phrenologist.

Seen by appointment at The Rally Re
38 Dknnakk Street, W.C.2 (Top of Charing Cross Road)-

TO

TO 
TO

THE

PSYCHOSENS1C
CORRESPONDENCE COURSE

Is Training Students of All Nationalities
USE their Psychic taculties^
DRIVE weakness and disease from their bodies by the 

force of will power.
DEVELOP a strong magnetic personality and mental 

acumen-
Prove this for yourself by becoming a pupil, and learn 
to use the powers of the Spirit whilst in the Body! 

Sb'HiI i'taD.p /ar cxyiautitory pampAtet* 4b tAd SecTetciTy,
THE PSYGHOSENSIG CORRESPONDENCE TRAINING CENTRE,

28 St, Steohen s Road. London. W. 2
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LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LTD.
Telephone* KKN9.
Rlvt. • DUtrict, Matropnlh**** 
fubot Piccadilly A

14, 30, 49. 74, 99.

16 Queensberry Place, 
South Kensington, 
London—------ S.W. 7

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION ONE GUINEA.
Members’ Subscriptions for 1927 became payable on January 1st.

PRIVILEGE OF MEMBERSHIP. Use of Circulating and Reference Libraries, free admission to Lectures, financial 
advantage in experiments, use of comfortable clubrooms.

LIBRARY SUBSCRIBERS. To meet the wishes of enquirers who prefer not to enrol as members a Library 
Subscription is offered on the following terms: One Book at a time for three months, 7/6; for six months, 12/6; for twelve 
months, one guinea, the period to commence from day of payment. The usual privileges of Membership are not included. 
It should be understood that membership does not necessarily imply any special belief.
ENQUIRIES. The Secretary, Miss Mercy Phillimore, attends every day, except Saturdays, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and 

until the conclusion of Meetings, and is at all times willing to meet inquirers and to render such help as is possible. It is, 
however, desirable that appointments be made, when convenient, after 11.30 a.m.

LECTURES. Wednesday, Feb. 23, at 8 p m. Rev. H. BYERLEY THOMSON on “The Psychic Experiences of a 
Parson.” Chair: Mr. HENRY COLLETT. (Members free).
Note: Tickets (3/-, 2/- and 1/-) are now ready for members and their friends for the Lecture by Sir OLIVER LODGE, 
F.R.S., on “ Possibilities of the Human Spirit,” at the Grotrian Hall, Wigmore Street, W.l, on Wednesday, March 2nd, 
at 8 p.m.

CLASSES. TRAINING OF THE PSYCHIC FACULTY. Leader: Mrs. LENNOX KAY. (For Members, Free). 
HEALING CLASS, Thursday evenings, 7 p.m., conducted by Mr. W. E. FOSTER, under the direction of his guides, 
“The Teacher,” for Spiritual Teaching, and “White-Wing” for Magnetic Healing. Mr. Foster is willing to receive 
privately at the L.S.A. two patients during Thursday, provided appointments be made not later than the previous Monday 
morning. *
DISCUSSION CLASSES. Wednesdays, 5—6 p.m. Feb. 23rd, Rev. C. DRAYTON THOMAS, subject: “Does the 
Soul Travel from the Body during Sleep ? ”

AT HOME. Wednesdays. 3.30—5.0 p.m. for introductions among Spiritualists and Inquiries. HOSTESSES: Ladies of 
the House Committee.

PRIVATE SITTINGS- > 1 | I
Mrs. J. W. GARRETT (Trance), Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturday mornings.
Mrs. CANTLON (Automatic Writing), Wednesdays.
Mr. T. E. AUSTIN, Normal Clairvoyance, etc. (Wednesdays and Fridays).

PUBLIC DEMONSTRATION OF CLAIRVOYANCE AND PSYCHOMETRY.
Tuesday, Feb, 22nd, at 3.15 p.m., Mrs. CANNOCK. (Members free).

CIRCLES.
Wednesday, Feb. 23rd, at 3.30 p.m., Mrs. JAMRACH (limited to six sitters). 
Fridays, at 7.30 p.m., Mr. T. E. AUSTIN (limited to twelve sitters).

SITTINGS FOR MATERIALISATION.
Arrangements have been made with Mr. and Mrs. BAYLIS whereby members of the L.S.A. may have the opportunity of 
sitting with them at their home every Monday evening. It is considered desirable that intending sitters shall be 
familiar both with the theory and practice of general mediumship. Applications for particulars should be made to the 
Secretary.

REFRESHMENTS served every afternoon 3—5.45.

Office Hours: 1O—6 and 1 o’clock on Saturdays. Syllabus on application. £
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JUST PUBLISHED.—Healing Through Spirit 
Agency <—By the Great Persian Physician, 
Abduhl Latif. And information concerning 
The Life Hereafter. Of the deepest interest I 
to all enquirers and Students of Psychic | 
Phenomena. Written and compiled by 
R. II. Saunders. Post free, 3/9.

Ether and Reality.—The many Functions of 
the Ether of Space. By Sir Oliver Lodge, 
F.R.S. Post free, 3/9.

An Artist in the Great Beyond.—By Violet 
Burton. These messages are the outcome 
of the intercourse between a mediuxnistic 
daughter and her Artist Father. Post free, 
4/9.

The Ghost Book.—Compiled by Cynthia
Asquith. This volume contains some of the 
weirdest and most uncanny stories of the 
Supernatural. Post free, 8/-.

Human Personality and Its Survival of Bodily 
Death.—By F. W. H. Myers. Post free, 8/-.

The Law of Psychic Phenomena.—By Thomas 
Jay Hudson. A working Hypothesis for the 
Systematic Study of Hypnotism. Spiritism, 
Mental Therapeutics, etc. Post free, 7/10.

A Heretic in Heaven. Being the post-mortem 
Memoirs and Reflections of " Daddy." 
Amicus, the author of “ The Morrow 
Death." Post free, 4/9.

Some Thoughts on Mediumship.—By L.
Bazett. With an Introduction by Sir Oliver 
Lodge, F.R.S. Post free, 3/9.

Bear Witness.—By A King's Counsel. In this 
remarkable book a well-known King's Counsel 
bears witness to the truth and validity of 
Spiritualism. Post free, 4/9.

Revelation of a Society Clairvoyante.—By Miss 
Sr John Montague. Denoting many marvel- 
lous predictions, all fulfilled. Post free, 11/%

Spirit Teachinge«—Through the Mediumship of 
William Stainton Moses, M.A. (Oxon). Post 
free, «/6.

By 
of

M.

a New Arrival 
Beyond the Veil.—Communicated by 
Stead. Post free, 3/9.

Impressions from the Unseen.—By 
Bazett. With an Introduction bv Sir 
F. Barrett, FJLS. Post free* 5/3.

SEND REMITTANCE WITH ORDER TO THE ABOVE ADDRESS.

Facts and the Future Life.—By the Rev. G.
Vale Owen. This book contains much valu
able data, together with an array of facts on 
the subject of human survival, which has been 
found most helpful to a great number of 
people who were looking for guidance and 
veridical evidence in their quest for further 
knowledge. Post free, 4/9.

The Facts of Psychic Science and Philo
sophy.—By A. Campbell Holms. An encyclo
paedic work of great value, containing refer
ences to all phases of psychic phenomena, 
with exhaustive bibliographies. Post free, 
25/6.

Spiritualism in the Bible.—By E. W. and M. H. 
Wallis., Post free, 1/6.

Love and Death.—A Narrative of Fact with a 
Foreword by Sir Oliver Lodge. Post free, 
3/9.

From Four who are Dead.—Messages to A. 
Dawson Scott. Post free, 5/4.

On the Threshold of the Unseen.—By Sir Wil
liam F. Barrett, F.R.S. An examination of 
the phenomena of Spiritualism and of the 
evidence for Survival After Death. Post 
free, 8/-.

Kathleen.—By Rev. John Lamond, D.D. A 
Study of tne Supernormal. Being messages 
from his daughter in the Spirit World. Post 
free, 6/6.

Psychical Investigations.—By J. Arthur Hill. 
Some personally-observed proofs of survival. 
Post free, 6/6.

Researches into the Phenomena 
ism.—By Sir William Crookes, 
free, 3/9.

The Blue Island.—Experiences of

of Spiritual-
F.R.S. Post

W. T.

L. M.
William

The Progression of Marmaduke.

of learning on earth how 
the life to come. Post

Writings 
given by him after his passing to the Spirit 
World—Through the hand of Flora More. In 
this book we have the’vivid and convincing 
story of one who describes his passing over ; 
his experiences in the Spirit World; the con
ditions he finds there, and tells us much that 
is profoundly impressive regarding the in
teraction of life in this world and the next. 
Post free, 3/9.

The Progression of Marmaduke (Second 
Series).—Through the hand of Flora More. 
This book shows how the two worlds are in
extricably bound together, end also the 
supreme importance i ’ : _
to fit ourselves for 
free, 3/9.

Death and the Life Beyond.—In the Light of I 
Modern Religious Thought and Experience.— I 
By Frederick C. Spurr. Post free, 5/4.

How to Develop Mediumship.—By E. W. and 
M. H. Wallis. Post free, 2/3.

Psychic Philosophy as the Foundation of a I 
Religion of Natural Law.—By Stanley de I 
Brath, M.lnst.C.E. Post free, 5/10.

More Things in Heaven and Earth.—By Robert 
Blatchford. This book is a tempera# 
answer to the usual arguments against I 
Spiritualism. The author, a life-loi^ 
materialist, explains why, through person# 
experience and the careful study of the ex
periences of others, he came to abandon W 
materialist belief and to accept the theory 
of human survival of death. He analysed 
closely the evidence with which he was pet* 
sonalLy confronted, and leaves his readers W 
draw their own conclusions. Post free, 3/5

A Guide to Mediumship and Psychical Untold 
meat.—By E. W. and M. H. Wallis. M 
free, 6/10.

The History of Atlantis.—By Lewis
Post free, 11/-.


