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What “ Cight” Stands_For.

¢ LIGHT ” proclaims a belief in the existence and life
of the gpirit apart from, and independent of, the
material organism, and in the reality and value of in-
telligent intercourse between spirits embodied and
spirits discarnate. This position it firmly and consis
tently maintains. Its columns are open to a full and
free discussion—conducted in the spirit of honest, cour-
teous, and reverent inquiry—its only aim being, in the
words of its motto, ‘ Light | More Light!”

NOTES BY THE WAY.

Lilies and jasmines surge up on the crest of the waves

of light.

—RABINDRANATH TAGORE.

During a very long and -crowded experience of life
both within and without the ranks of Spiritualism and
Psychical Research. we had somectimes wondered
whether the amount of nonsense uttered or published
by the incredulous critic of those subjects did not far
exceed the nonsense given out by the more credulous
section of believers.  Certainly there have been
torrents of trash on- both sides, the result generally of
an incapacity to think clearly, and of a rash desire to
generalise largely from a few instances. But the
sifting process which has been going on during the last

few years has had a marked effect on the general
situation.  The issues have become much clearer.
Indeed, a peculiar position has arisen. We have wit-

nessed recently the spectacle of so-called Psychical
Researchers clinging obstinately to the foolish explana-
tion of fraud, while hostile Rationalists have begun to
admit that the explanation of trickery has been
overdone. : '

* * * *

We are already beginning to wonder whether this
topsy-turvy state of things may not in the end even-
tuate in the Rationalist giving a lead to a certain
type of Psychical Researcher, ill-informed, perverse,

obstinate. It would be quite natural, for some of our
‘Rationalistic critics are much clearer-headed men than
those who, posing as investigators and adherents of our

-subject, are perpetually raising theoretical difficulties.

‘and objections. They have carried the explanation of
“fraud’’ to a point when even the materialist himself
- has become as weary as the biologist in the story wha
it was said took a boat and put to sea in order to
-escape hearing any more about ‘‘the organism and its
.environment’'! We are dealing with a multitude of
facts, attested by witnesses of repute, and all confirm-
‘ing and amplifying a vast volume of testimony given
by the Spiritualists of the past, whose good faith and
‘veracity are thereby vindicated. @ We hear the facts
.denied, but our withers are unwrung. We see them
‘laughed at—and the sound is as ‘‘thg crackling of

) % 94gbt” can be obtained at all Bookstails
. and Rewsagents ; or by Subscription,
22/= per annun.

thorns under a pot.”” Butb those laugh longest wha
laugh last, and we do not think it will be the opponents
of Spiritualism who will have the last of the laughing.

* * * *

We have been favoured with a copy of the ‘‘R.P. A.
Annual’’ in which attention is directed to a story, ‘‘The
Perils of Spiritualism,’’ which it appears is founded on
fact. This tale, from the pen of Mr. David C. Roose,
is concerned with the career of one Bobbie West, who
is depicted as an amiable idiot who ‘‘would witness the
simplest feat of legerdemain with the naive wonder of
a child.”” He seems to have spent most of his career
in a Government department, which is not without its
significance. Mr. Bobbie West took up Spiritualism
with ardour, and apparently believed everything he
heard or read on the subject—he was that kind of man
—and finally came to a dreadful end, seeing ghosts
everywhere. We have to give the story in a few words.
1t covers several pages of the Annual, and is doubtless
published as a solemn warning. It comes strangely
from a body of persons who are never tired of poking
ridicule at the missionary efforts of those religious
zealots who circulate tracts describing in lurid fashion
the horrible deaths of ‘‘infidels.”” As the article is
marked for our attention, we suppose we are expected
to say something about it. It is a quite easy task.

* * 1 *

In the first place, let us say we came recently into
touch with the case of a rather distinguished man of
science whose life was clouded and whose death was
made a gloomy horror by his Rationalistic belief that
death meant extinction. He feared death so much that
he could not talk of it without distress. We might
write up the case as a little sketch ‘‘founded on fact™
and call it ‘“The Perils of Rationalism.”” Of course we
should never think of doing so, because, without being
rationalistic, we try to be rational. It is not rational
to use cases of this kind as arguments in questions
which can only, be settled by the use of reason. Other-
wise a case of religious mania might form the text of
an article on ““The Perils of Religion,’’ the suicide of
an abandoned wife furnish forth material for a story
anent ‘‘“The Perils of Marriage,’’ or a death from over-
eating point the moral to a sketch concerning ‘‘The
Dangers of the Dinner Table.”” It was Mark Twain
who wrote of ‘‘those deadly beds’’ in which so many
people died. Tf Rationalism is reduced to this sort of
thing it must be running to seed. We note on the page
preceding the story the following sentences:—

Religion rejects new ideas because they are ‘‘contrary
to Scripture.” Rationalism has no Scripture, and is there-
fore hampered by no such ridiculous scruples.

No? But is there not a kind of “Seripture’’ to
which the Rationalist himself conforms when rejecting
"“new ideas’’—a kind of ‘‘Scripture’’ that keeps him
moving for ever in a circle—the same circle in which
we watched him circumvolving thirty years ago?

“TnEyY live too far above, that I should look
So far below to find them; let me think
That- rather they are visiting my grave
Called Life here—undeveloped yeot to Life.”
, —SouTHWELL,
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& THE PROGRESSION OF MARMA I

Trrovar A.’s Hano. (July 81st, 1914.) -

“Tt is with great pleasure that I find myself allowed to
continue my history. Naturally ‘it is but a brief sketch,
and . any smount of difficulties. have to be surmounted.
-8till; no difficulty need be insurmountable. Now you must
“not think that my upward path was from this time easy.
Indeed, it seemed to me it was full of obstacles; for all my
" mind was filled with eagerness to make up for a mis-spent
life, and to advance morally and spiritually. Old habits
are as hard to break through in the spirit-world as on the
earth-sphere. The only difference I found was this: on the
earth’ plane I was perfectly indifferent to morality—it was
non est for me; but her¢ in the spirit-world I awakened to
the fact that I was reaping a whirlwind, and such was the

enlightenment that I was simply  swallowed up by remorse.
and for a weary time could not shake off the chain of my
iniquities. The fact of being forgiven did not make me.
any the happier, but rather the fire' of remorse was fed to. .

burn more actively, and my sufferings were great, but no
greater than I deserved, for I knew when I sinned-I was
breaking The Law. v R

“So active was this hell-fire that I was literally forced
to flee from myself, .and this I did through the compas-
" sionate love of my friend, who besought me to try to help
others, to bring the LiEht home to them; and .to dwell con-
tinually ‘on my own short-comings and bemoan them was
not. the right attitude. Rather should I face the present
with the %movnledge bought by suffering, and turn that
knowledge to good account until the good outweighed the
evil. And this could be, he said, for though the past might
have borne a grievous recerd, the present might be such
that its brightness could not only hide the miserable past,
but expunge it. - )

“It was as my dear friend had said. I found that by
humbly waiting, ready to help others, the opportunities
came thick and fast, and as my spirit became compassionate
and helpful towards suffering in others, so the sting of my
remorse was_rendered less active, though it always acted
as a goad if I ever hesitated to help .another. So much
had I been forgiven that I used to marvel at the repentance
of others for not a third of my record! But everything that
is against right-doing is sin, be it great or small, and I
am more than certain the ﬁreatest sin is that of selfishness
—this is the root of all evil; "at least I think so, knowing
from personal experience how, from my youth upwards, it
rendered me callous to the sufferings of others where my
own wishes were concerned.. i

‘“How complex is man! Music and nature at one timé
appealing to the God within: discord and animal emotions
feeding the devil within! The mind is a battleficld, at-
tacked on all sides, it would appear, and wretchedly
equipped to play a good part—ancestry, that bane and
curse, stamped on a poor puny infant, swathed in purple
and fine linen; the weight of a coronet hanging by a thread
over that sleeping form; in later years proving a veritable

crown of thorns, with the sins of the fathers attached to '

it, and spreading roots in all directions, so that when the
infant becomes a youth he is fast bound with the sins and
trespasses of past ages, and ‘needs must’ when the devil of
ancestry and circumstances drives! Believe me, the rich
man’s child and the prison slum-child, there’s not much
to_choose between themn—they are both in the grip of a
spiritual law; the law by which the sins of the fathers are
visited on the children; only one hides the flame burning
within for the sake of caste; the other is at war with society,
and lets the flame escape, naked and bare! )
“What a mystery is life; the whole scheme a bewilder-
ment! T am told this is not so to those who have attained
the Helqh_ts, and their message to all such ienoramuses
as myself is this: ‘War against evil by living rightly. Right
living is the way to the knowledge of good and evil, and
directly that knowledge is gained, Divine Wisdom reflects
in the mind a_solution of many unsolved problems, and the
plan of life, nstead of appearing disorganised, proves to
be a masterpiece of wonderful organisation, pressing ever
towards perfection.’ Tt was comforting and re-assuring to
ear this, for at present, when I see the gross . injustice and
9ruel’ty.met9d out to both men and animals, I cannot say :
God’s in His Heaven, all’s right with the world.” Tar from

it: all’s wrong with the world, -and will be until sinners

‘Being Sketchés of his life, and some writings given by
after his passing to the spirit-world. Given through
C hand of Flora More. R

(Continued from page 679.) -
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like - myself grip hold of the 1 t. only is
. Omnipotence in the Heavens, b L Ihw
not yet got a firm hold of this o amasing
mercy shown here astounds, be’ Xes me.
“My friend tells me I am : rce yalnes
only—that beneath the outwa 18 & deep
under-current of circumstance- collusion
with heredity -and environment. what I
inferred originally, but it seems to 1 knowledge
should be an incentive to figcht agai onditions, -
My friend again explains: .‘The will serverted;
for “‘ag the twig is bent, the tree’s wnd omni-
potence judges a man not by the-sur ; the, dees
under-current of circumstances -that o to buil

up his character.’ If that is so, where ... _ . __ . responsi
bility come in? My friend again answers: ‘In letting slide
the golden. opportunities that have been: within his grasp.
No will becomes perverted all at once; it means a graduil
deterioration; and where a soul is responsible is in_being

.

~deaf to the moral persuasiveness of good, and cl.i].zljjngto |
acksli

evil. No one is accountable for an ancestor’s b dings,
but knowing of them and not turning his knowledge to
good account, he makes himself part of that ancestry by
repeating ‘‘the sins of the fathers.”” As the right spirit
. grows. so the power of resisting evil increases and develops

. in us.’

“I feel you want me to tell you more of my personsl
history. Had I no relatives? It seems to me their name
was Legion. 'Do you know & man’s soul can be murdered
by his relatives? Do I grieve you by this bitternes? I

- am sorry, and should be, for I have .a man’s best friend

here in my dear mother; so do mot think of me longer u
friendless, but as a brother learning to walk on the clifs
and not_ scramble on the rocks: ‘holding a mother's hand,
and sunning himself in‘a loving companionship that hss
much more in common than when on earth.

. “Your devoted brother, MarmapURE."

Note BY Miss Frora MOoRE.

This is the end of the writing. through A., who found
she had not the time for continuing the communications,
and by mutual consent it was arranged they should now be
taken up by myself, .through whose hand all that follows
was given. Marmaduke’s greetings .and farewells at the
commencement and end of all the writings are omitted for
the sake of brevity. Each paper is signed ‘Your grateful
brother, Marmaduke.” : :

. . ““October 10th, 1915.
‘When last I wrote I was philosophising over the diffi
.culties of getting into touch with the conditions in the
spirit world, and was saying that all repentance seems
futile as long as it is only repentance, and does not grow
to deeds. I began by helping those whom I saw imme
diately around me; then little by little I was introduced to
a wider sphere, and for some time I have been allowed t0
2o on the battlefield and accompany the spirits who pass
over to their new home. That brings me to the effect such
work has on oneself. At first there is renugnance:
dreadful sighty are distasteful and very oftem, too, oo
cannot make the ‘dead’ realise that they are so, but
one perseveres one gradually reaches the -higher plane
real service. I think I have arrived at that now, and ®
I am hoping I shall be allowed to write my experiencss
more fully as we get better en rapport together. .
The human mind seems composed, of: various portions
capable of responding to different emotions, all distinct
and separate, and some even contradictory.  Therefore,
when -one passes over and sees one’s mind laid bare before
everyone for all to read, one is appalled at what it
contained in earth life. It is like tgxe map of the world.
with civilisation elbowing its way . through savagery an
iostling aside other countries 'still in darkness. I thought
I was a cultured man till T came over here, Then I v
that culture, as I had deemed it, was merely habit, in:
pressed on one from the earliest childhood. A cultured
man (so called) can often be the greatest savage, and
was, so now you will be prepared for any revelations I
may make concerning myself. Thank God I see now where

+ I have failed, and I hope to be allowed to atone in the

cternity to which I now ;look forward.”
(To be continued,)

~
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THE TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM
HOWITT.

The names of William and Mary Howitt.in English
literature are ‘‘familiar in our mouths as household words.”
The connection of William Howitt with Spiritualism is not
so well-known, and we therefore give the following testimony
from him written as long ago as 1862, when as author and
editor, he was a well-known figure in literary circles:—

Whilst others speculate about odic force and an action
on the brain, we cut the matter short and say, ‘“There
stand the s}nrits themselves, seen, heard, felt, and con-
versed with.” .

More than six years ago I began to examine the phenc-
-mena of Spiritualism. I did not go to paid or even public
mediums. I sat down at my own table with members of
my own family, or with friends, persons of high character,
and serious as myself in the inquiry. I saw tables move,
rock to and fro, and raised repeatedly into the air.

I heard the raps (sometimes a hundred at once) in every
imaginable part of the table, in all keys, and of various
degrees of loudness. I examined the phenomena thoroughly.
Silly but playful spirits came frequently. I heard accor-
deons play wonderful music as they were held in one hand
often by a person who could not play at all. I heard and
saw - handbells carried about the room in the air; put first
into one person’s hand, and then into another’s; taken away
again by a strong pull, though you could not see the hand
touching them. I saw dining and drawing room tables
of ‘great weight, not only raised in the air, but when placed
in a particular direction, perseveringly remove themselves,
and place themselves ql:lite differently. I saw other tables
answer questions, as they were suspended in the air, b
moving up and down with a marvellous softness. I heard,
sometimes, blows, apparently enough to split the table, when
no one could have struck them without observation; and I
breathed perfumes the most delicate. I saw light stream
from the fingers of persons, or while mesmerising someone.
As for communications &n‘ofcssedly from spirits, they were
of daily occurrence, and often something wonderful. Our
previous theological opinions were resisted and condemned
when I and my wife were alone.

Many persons whom we know, draw, paint, or write under
spiritual agency, and without any effort or action of their
minds whatever; some of them eveh having never learned
to draw. I wrote a whole volume without any action of my
own mind; the process being purely mechanical on my part.
A series of drawings in circles, filled up with patterns,
every one different from the other, were given through my

band—one each evening. The circles were struck off as cor-
rectly as Giotto, or a pair of compasses, could have done
them; yet they were simply made with a pencil. Artists
who saw them were astonished, and, as is generally the case
in such matters, suggested that some new faculty was de-
veloped in me; when, lo! the power was entirely taken
away, as if to show that it did not belong to me. The draw-
ings, however, remain; but I could not copy one of them in
the same way if my life depended on it. A member of my
family drew very extraordinary and beautiful things, often
with written explanations, but exactly in the same
mechanical, involuntary manner. In fact, most of these
drawings are accompanied by explanations spiritually
given, showing that every line is full of meaning.

I may add that I have never visited paid mediums, but
I have seen most of the phenomena exhibited through Mr.
Home, Mr. Squire, and others. I have seen spirit-hands
moving about; I have felt them again and again. I have
seen writing done by spirits when I laid a pencil and paper
in the middle of the floor, and very good sense, too. I
have heard things announced as about to come to pass, and
they have come to pass, though appearing very improbable
at the moment. I have seen persons often, in clairvoyant
trances, entering into communication with the dead, of
whom they have seen nothing, and giving those who had
known them the most living descriptions of them, as well
as messages from them. :

Now, it is idle to talk of odic force in the face of facts
like these, which are occurring all over America and in
various parts of Europe, and which accord with the attesta-
tions of men of the highest character in all ages and

nations. In Greece, Plato, Socrates, Pythagoras, and num-
bers of others asserted this spirit-action; in Rome, India,
Egypt, Scandinavia, and aboriginal America, as well as
in .Pudea,, and amongst the most eminent fathers of tho
Church, the leading minds of every age but this have but
one voice on the subject. .

It is the last vain clutching at shadows to avoid coming
to the substance, which makes those educated in the anti-
spiritual theories of the past century seize so cagerly on
the odic force as their forlorn hope. It will be torn by
advancing truth from their grasp. The cry that all is
imagination is gone already; odic force is the present stage,

and it must go too.
WirtLiam Howirr.

* . * ¢Odicforce’” asan explanation of psychic phenomena
was one of the precursors of the ‘‘telepathy” theory.
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SCIENCE AND THE SUPERPHYSICAL
WORLD.

A PrLEA vor A PsycHican LABORATORY.

By C. V. W. Tagn.

I have read with the deepest interest Sir William Bar-
rett’s article (p. 664) in the latter part of which he pleads
for the re-investigation of the phenomena of organic and
inorganic luminosity along the lines taken by Reichenbach.

Not until a psychical laboratory is founded by the
S.P.R. will the work of the pioneer psychical scientists be
justly and correctly valued as part and parcel of the his-
torical progress of the science. As things are now, we are
in_that position which makes it possible for the most pains-
taking and long-continued experimental work, leading to
the discovery of the deeper facts and laws of psycho-
physiology and the general phenomensa of nature, to be for-
gotten or ignored after the -liapse of a few years. It is true -
that such a state of affairs has béen paralléled in the devel-
opment of orthodox science; the sfory could easily be
unfolded of important discoveries ignored or forgotten until
a time riper for their understanding and acceptance. But
it is also true that the extraordinary conditions of our
subject, whereby we have to deal, not with one world at a
time, but with

Two Worrps or MoRe

at the same time, resulting, as they do, in the preduction of
(even at the best) necessarily evanescent phenomena, lead
naturally to such an attitude on the part of our sceptical
contemporaries. .
The late Lord Avebury, in one of his delightful essays,
mentions the fact that Sir Humphry Davy discovered the
anmsthetic effect of nitrous oxide, or ‘“laughing gas’’ as it
was then called, fifty years before anyone thought of
putting the knowledge thus gained to practical use. It
seems that in the same way, orthodox scientists, many of
whom know the fundamental facts of psychical research, are

- likewise unable to see the practical influence of these facts

on the bases of the other branches of science. en we
reflect upon the wide range of psychical phenomena which
have been observed and established by the leading savants
of the world, it seems incredible that Psychical Science
should have to huddle timidly up to the older sciences as
if craving for nourishment and shelter. Yet can we doubt
that the phenomena with which Psychical Science deals are
ultimately bound to become the

VITAL AND SPIRITUAL BASES

of all other scientific knowledge? The wonder is, after all,
that a National Laboratory has not been established by a
nation which has contributed so much of the first import-
ance to the world’s science. But doubtless this cannot be
hoped for until some psychical Edison can disclose a mate-
rial benefit to mankind in psychic research, such as might
come from a discovery of how to utilise the energy of auric
emanations, or some other discovery of practical utility.

The greatness of the work of Baron Reichenbach lay in
the fact that he sought to discover a universal law under-
lving the phenomena of luminosity in magnets, crystals,
etc., which he investigated. Thus I may mention his bril-
liant generalisation that the phenomena of the

AURORA BorEeaLis

form the great natural analogue of the polar luminosity of
magnets, the facts of which he has indisputably established.
When one remarks that the modern theory of magnetism
is hichly unsatisfactory, it may well be that the lines of
the Baron’s researches will prove the most fruitful in the
end. Yet in a treatise on magnetism which I read recently
the name Reichenbach was ignored, nor was any mention
of his great work made in a copious hibliography of the
subject. What a rich field for research lies to hand, if an
S.P.R. laboratory should be established, in snch phenomena
as auric emanations, water and metal divining, and. the
general physics of mediumship! Here lie all the possibilities
of union with the material sciences strictly so-called. The
lines of research opened up by Reichenbach and Kilner,
for example, point the way to the actual scientific demon-
stration of the existence of :

A SvuperpHYSICAL Bobpy

in. man. Now the evidence is only indirect; we depend upon
clairvoyant demonstration, and upon the deductions de-
rived from general psychic phenomena and spiritual com- -
munications. Talk ahout the energy of the physical atom:
what possibilities Tie in the investigation of the energy of
the invisible emanations of animate and inanimate things!

These are the lines of research which will bring abount
the scientific demonstration of the facts of a suqerphystgal
physiologv. which will link up superphysical science with
the nhysicdl and natural sciences, and make the knowledge
?fl the higher worlds the informing principle of all know-
edge.
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- 1 DISCOVERED IT.”
ADDRESS BY MR. F. R. MELTON, B.Sc.,
Before the Members of the Londén Spiritﬁalist Allian’c
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A man of evident sincerity, gifted moreover not only
with a pleasant frankness of speech and manner and a
captivating sense of humour, but with a clear brain’ and

- quick perception, a man whose every faculty was alert and
. wide awake. Such must have been the almost immediate
judgment formed by every member of the crowded -audi-
ence assembled in the hall at 6, Queen Square, on the even-
ing of Thursday, the 20th inst., regarding the personality
of Mr. F. R. Melton. S
whether the impressions conveyed by the remarkable articles,
which had appeared under his oo

name in LicET would be streng-

thened or weakened by a nearer

acquaintance with their author.

_It, therefore, is most-satisfactory -

to record that any misgivings

that may have been entertained

on that score were at once set at

rest. We have never witnessed

at any meeting of the L.S.A.

greater appreciation and enthu-

_siasm than that which was ex-

cited. by Mr. Melton’s- address.

In following. the wonderful story

he unfolded his hearers could not

"doubt that they were listening

not to any wild romance due to

an over-active imagination or in-

ability to make correct observa-

tions and deductions, but to a

naorrative of sober fact.

. Mr. H. W. EnxgHOLM, in open-
ing the meeting, alluded to the
old story that the devil when he
first saw the ten commandments
exclaimed; ‘“What a rum lot!’”
That was. the thought which most
people had on first getting into
touch with psychic phenomena,
but on closer study they discov-
.ered that these phenomena,
however strange they might ap-
pear on first acquaintaiice, were
just as orderly as. any other
which took place in the realm of

nature. Mr. Melton, in the early
" days of his investigation, had
faced these strange facts with a
perfectly broad mind and a calm-
ness of observation which enabled
* him to take in details which less . .
- observant persons often overlooked, and to-day he had
arrived at a point at which he was able to utilise in a
strictly scientific way the psychic laws he had discovered,
by .producing an.instrument by which the Direct Voice
could be brought down to our material senses, and explained
and analysed. .

Mr. MEerToN, who was warmly received, said that when
he was. invited to address the members of the London
Spiritualist’ Alliance, he thought he was lending himself
to the invidious task of carrying coals to Newcastle. To
- come to tell anything fresh to such a body seemed im-

ossible. He intended to speak to them about his Psychic
‘Telephone. Now, if one went back to the origin of any
great discovery he had to go a long way back. Columbus
_was led to embark on his voyage of discovery by seeing the
.seaweed, sticks and foreign leaves thrown by the tide on
his native shore. He knew from this that there must be
beyond the Atlantic some huge continent. So that evening
- he.proposed to tell them how he was first brought into con-
nection with the subject of psychic science. . .

Tt was in 1887 that he returned from Australia and New
Guinea, and settléed in Birmingham. He and his wife took
. a house which they discovered to be haunted by a httle old
woman in brown, who was seen at different times by all
the members of the household, also doors and windows were
mysteriously opened. Mr. Melton was able to trace the
previous tenants of the house, and through them he learned
that it had belonged to a grasping old lady, who resembled

= O

Curiosity  had been active as to -

MR. F. R. MELTON, B.Sc.

- the figure .seen by them all. Thrc urbanees
he was led to consult the police. nothing
for him, but the Deputy Chief of n an in
.troduction to a gentleman interest matters,
Mr. William Ashford, who had had nary ex-
‘perienées. Together they went to 18, 50me
genuine, others not. For nine morx ained no
.results, and were just on the point of hhmg P
when one evening they attended a meeting.
The woman medium, on-going under straight
. up to a do his, and
speaking 11 or of his

deceased s he
something ate to
him - priv: left the
‘room toge ien they
" returned, - reviously
a thorough. looking
serious.. He has told
me very sec idential
things known ay sister
and myself.”’ equently
visited the ] medium
and her I plain
working peo | a num-
her ‘of sittir elton re-
* lates how - 1, tunder

¢l
" control, was able to play the
organ in a masterly way. He
took her to the church where he
(the speaker) was organist, and
found that a certain peculiarity
which this organ possessed—an
which only a person familiar wi
church organs would detect—
was at once recognised by the
control. On being-asked for his
earth name, the control suid,
“In the third drawer of your
music cabinet you have three
cempositions of mine,’”’ and gave
. the name of a well-known con-
" poser of organ music, Mr. Jol
Pridham. It was a fact that Mr.
 Melton had these pieces. He
" carried on  his investigations
_with this medium for two year,
“and thus received the -impetus
which led him on to further dis
coveries.
. . R Then he went abroad for
four or five years, and oo
his return went to live in Bristol. Here he met his doctor
friend again, and they renewed their investigations. Wi
them it was no question of wonder-mongering. They s
out to discover the laws underlying the phenomens. It
was not the philosophy of the subject which they studied,
but its scientific aspect. "
Some two years ago he joined a circle held at the house
of a lady doctor. Soon he received a message r westin
him to have sittings at home with .members of
family, where the manifestations would surprise him.
wife was very pleased at the idea, reminding him that she
had three brothers who were killed in the war, and that ﬂlz
young lady to whom their eldest boy had been engaged ha
also passed over. ) . "
They sat in their family circle for the first time on Go
Triday last. During the sitting his eldest som, aged
twenty-seven, came in. They were then receiving a I
from the young lady already mentioned. She had in ber

4
oW
“His

earth life been connected with the el T ade,

understood the Morse code. The son : pping 00
the table in Morse, and the raps repli "'a while
he said, “It’s J. right enough; she’s our 0¥l
private code. Tt’s marvellous.”” - He er, She
wishes me to tell you there is a gentlem side who

will be able to control me, and who can help you.” Two
or three weeks afterwards, his_son was sitting in the am
chair, apparently asleep, and he himself was playing

“Moonlight Sonata,” when suddenly he heard himself s
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dressed by a deep voice, the speaker introducing himself as
“W. B.,”” of whom Miss J. had spoken. They had a long
conversation, and W. B., before his departure, promised to
come again, saying that he would be able to give them great
help in their investigation.

A strange thing was that when Mr. Melton’s little
eleven-year-old daughter sat in the armchair which her
brother had occupied, and put her head against the upper

art, she declared that she could hear mumbling sounds.
%ne evening Mr. Melton sat in the chair himself and heard
what sounded like voices speaking in the distance. On his
asking W. B. for an explanation of the sounds he was told
that that part of the chair was entirely saturated with
ecto%llasm from the medium (Mr. Melton’s son), and it was
by this means that the sounds were produced. W. B. said,
“With a little practice we could communicate by means of
the power thus drawn.’” His son then suggested that they
should make a very sensitive telephone. Mr.
described the apparatus he constructed, details of which
were given in our issue of August 20th last (p. 536.)

This instrument worked with perfect accuracy, but could
only be used in an atmosphere of dead silence. It was so
sensitive in picking up external sounds that these obliter-
ated the low psychic waves set up by the spirit friends.
Consequently it was impossible to employ the instrument

_in anything like a public way for demonstration. e con-
sul W. B. as to remedying this defect, and the latter
made many suggestions. One evening the little girl, who
was a great favourite with W. B., had, unknown to the
other members of the household, taken her toy balloon and
placed it on the top of the piano behind a photograph, in
order that her small brother should not be able to interfere
with it. When the lights were turned out for a sitting,
W. B. at once playfully remarked to Dolly that it was
very kind of her to bring him a balloon te play with!
She asked how he knew it was there, to which he replied
that he sensed its presence because it contained a portion
of herself. This she was quite unable to understand, till
he explained that as she had blown the balloon up she had
imparted a portion of herself to it. He added that he would
bring the balloon over to her, and he did so, dropping it
into her lap. Mr. Melton immediately asked W. B. whether
the fact that the child had blown up the balloon enabled
him to lift it across the room. He replied in the affirma-
tive, stating that it was a psychic link, making it possible
for him to do so. He said further that if a balloon of
similar character were to be inflated by the medium it would
respond to any of his (W. B.’s) actions. It then occurred
to Mr. Melton that this method might be used in connec-
tion with transferring the ‘‘waves’” set up by W. B.
to the transmitter of a telephone, an idea which was con-
firmed by W. B.

After a little experimenting, Mr. Melton made a new
telephone, which was simply a box twelve inches square
containing a telephone transmitter with a hook attached
to its diaphragm. A toy balloon enclosed in a lady’s silk
hair-net, was then inflated with the medium’s breath, at-
tached on one side to the hook, and poised with a delicate
aluminium spring fastened to the other side of the balloon
and then to the wall of the box. The ordinary battery con-
tact was then set up to convey the current to the head-
piece of the receiver, the box being closed to shut out all
external sounds. The spirit was then able to use the psychic
link between the medium and the balloon. As the balloon
was agitated by the voice-waves of the spirit it affected
the diaphragm of the transmitter, and so conversation
could be carried on—in other words, waves of motion were
converted into sound waves.

Referring to his visit to London, Mr. Melton said that
on the previous evening he had sought to get in touch with
W. B., who said, ‘I cannot get into full communication
as your boy is absent. Go upstairs and get a suit of his
clothes and throw it on the chair.”” He did so, with the
result that it was just as if his son were present. W. B.
promised to accompany him on his visit, and he had no
doubt that he was present that night.

The lecturer gave some strikin
power of W. B. to inform him of what was going on at a
distance. A case in point was his being told exactly what
his sister was doing at a certain hour in the house in which
she lived at Gorleston. This was confirmed in a letter from
her on the following morning.

Those, said Mr. Melton, were just the lines on which they
had gone. When anything fresh happened he asked, ‘‘Can
you explain to me how this is done?’’ and the reply was,
‘“Yes, but the difficulty is to translate into your language.”

Next Mr. Melton referred to the subjéect of psychic pho-
tography. He had tried to impress plates by thought, and
had succeeded. With regard to W. B.’s power to impress
plates, he instanced an occasion where the spirit operator
offered to produce psychic effects on one or more plates
named in their order in an unopened packet, and this was
carried out in accordance with the requests made by Mr.
Melton. This was a sufficiently arresting experiment as
showing the supernormal character of the forces at work.
A significant example of the perplexities connected with
this branch of rescarch was shown when W. B. complained
that he found a difficulty in carrying out a certain ex-
periment because an ‘‘earth-form’’ continually got in the

LIGHT

Melton here .

illustrations of the.

697

way. On inquiry Mr. Melton discovered that the ‘‘earth-
form’ was that of the photographer, who admitted that
the experiment had been constantly in his mind. This, said
Mr. Melton, suggested the advisability of being as passive
as possible in conducting these experiments. An interesting
point in psychic photography which the lecturer touched
on was the fact that when we exposed a plate we could not
tell what was on it until it was developed. But those on
the Other Side were able to do so. Details of this being
done were given, as previously published in Lxemr of
August 6th last (p. 511). .

On the Other Side they had laws and conditions, and he
thought it was our duty on this side to try to find out
those conditions., (Hear, hear.) B )

Qur spirit friends saw much of the inner side of events -
in this world which we were unable to see. He often dis-
cussed with them the terribly tangled conditions of hu-
manity. They told him things which were going to happen
in all probability, and urged him to point out to men and
women their true place in the universe, and show them .
that the tangled conditions in which they were living were -
not the full development of their lives, that this life was
only a nursery, a training ground for a grander and a
fuller ' life.

“It must not be forgotten,”’ said Mr. Melton in coneclu-
sion, “that there are upon this earth all the great possi-
bilities and potentialities for bringing into existence the
true significance which was undoubtedly apparent to the
mind of the great Nazarene when He taught His disciples
to breathe the divine prayer, ‘Thy Kingdom come.’ >’ (Loud
applause.)

The Chairman remarked that they had listened to wonder
upon wonder. It might be that they would yet find that
one of the greatest discoveries of the age had originated
through a child’s toy-balloon.

Lieut.-Col. HARDWICK, in proposing a vote of thanks,
reminded the audience that some little while ago Mr.
Edison had stated that if there was anythmg in the experi-
ences we claimed to be true he would make a machine to
prove it. They had not had to wait for Edison. (Applause.)
As an illustration of Mr. Melton’s extreme care In cll)lecki.ng
his experiments he might adduce a fact told him by the
lecturer but which the latter had omitted to mention in his
address. Mr. Melton, as an organist, knew of an instrument
by which it was possible to get the exact pitch of an ozfan
Elpe, and by means of this instrument he was able to satisfy

imself that when the voice appeared to come from another
part of the room from that in which his son was seated it
was no auditory illusion—it actually did so.

Dr. ABRAHAM WALLACE, in seconding the vote of thanks,
said he thought that that evening would prove to be an
important one in the history of the movement. At a recent
séance he had been told that we should soon have a revela-
tion in psycho-physics, and he considered that was what
Mr. Melton had given them. At present we did not know
where the psychic began and the physical ended. He
heartily congratulated Mr. Melton on his achievement.
(A;ﬁdause.)

n interesting incident which marked the close of the
meeling was that Mr. Vout Peters, who was among the
audience, being asked by the Chairman whether he saw any
spirit friend in the neighbourhood of the platform, gave a

- description which was recognised by Mr. Melton as applying

to his friend W. B.

A COUNSEL OF PATIENCE.

It is very human to be irritated by cheap and shallow
criticism, by questions which betray a lack of the most
elementary common sense, by the )l)larade of objections, fond}
regarded as insuperable, which a little sober thinking woul
speedily dissipate. The attitude of mind which in p?clncal
matters ‘“‘suffers fools gladly’’ is only to be acquired, as a t
rule, after a good deal of experience and the cultivation of
that mental dgetachment which can enable one to place him-
self in the position of the questioners and the critics and
view the matter from their standpoint. Then it will fre-
quently be found that the stupidity shown is merely the
result of inexperience, and that as a rule the man who
is_very foolish in his dealings (either as_convert or critic) -
with psychical phenomena may be singularly able and in-
telligent in_ his own particular business. His apparent
stupidity, therefore, is simply the effect of that rashness
which leads so many to “lay down the law’’ on subjects
concerning which they know little or nothing.

“Tpe Nicer Lanp,”’ by William Hope Hodgson (Holder
and Hardingham, 2/6 net) is a book of weird imaginings.
It contains a description of the world thousands of years
lLience, when the population appears to be gathered together
into two great pyramids, the rest of the earth being filled
with horrors of darkmess. Nevertheless, a pretty little
romance runs through the story, a romance as charming as
those of the days of chivalry. It is an oddly lphra,se& book,
but Kit. will have its appeal to those who love thrills.— .
E. K. G. :
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FOR READERS OF “RAYMOND.”

-SoME ExrrLaNaTORY NoTES BY SIR OLIVER LODGE.

To the tenth edition of ‘“‘Raymond”’ Sir Oliver Lodge

added an explanatory addendum which, it is possible, most =

of the readers of the earlier editions have not seen. For
that reason we print it here so that those who possess these
earlier ‘editions may, if they wish, cut it out and paste it
into’ their copies of the book. 1In any case it should be
useful’ ‘as explanatory -matter covering many questions
arising out of a study of “Raymond”’ up to and including
_ the ninth edition. ‘

ExPLAﬁA'ronx AppENDUM TO ALY EpITIONS OF ‘‘RAYMOND.”

propose to take advantage of the opportunity afforded
by the tenth and later editions to make a
‘tion or commentary, which may -incidentally meet some of
the objections raised by the more reasonable type of critic
~—namely the critic who is willing to devote some time and

‘attention to a book in order to arrive at its real meaning,

. The majn object of a book like this is to help to bring
comfort to bereaved ‘persons, especially to those who have
been bereaved by war. I do not indeed recommend all sorts

of people to visit mediums or try to investigate the subject -

for ‘themselves.”” If they do, it must be on' their own re-
sponsibility. When sane people desire, on sound and good
motives and in a reasonable. spirit, to gain. first-hand expe-
rience, in the hope of thereby mitigating their sorrow,
there are people who do their best to belp them; but it
is unwise to take the responsibility of wurging such -a
course. And some should be dissuaded.
siderable number of bereaved people
among them many who knew nothing of the subject before-
hand." People in distress have gone
tions to a reputable medium, quite anonymously, and have’
got into touch unmistakably with their departed. = This
has happened in
The result has been a considerable addition to the bulk of
cumulative evidence in favour of the genuineness of the
phenomenon, and i ’

but who in trance gave many intimate family details. " It
is absurd to suppose that people who had never been to a

medium of any kind were recognised; still more absurd to -

suppose that every anonymous stranger is personally known
stndP ‘has heen looked up. . g P v

~ The hest mediums are simple
anxious to do the best they can with their strange gift
for -the help of people in sorrow. Occasionally individuals
may be encountered who pretend to powers which they do
not possess, or who eke out their waning’ power by guess-
work and subterfuge; but in so far as these imitators are
fraudulent they are not genuine mediums. If inexperienced
novices go to charlatans who advertise by sandwich-men
and other devices, they deserve what they. get.

On the-other ‘hand, 1 have not usually found bereaved
people too ready to be convinced, Some are; some are
foolish- enough to give evidence away in a careless manner ;
but as a rule it is a mistake to suppose that people who
are really seeking for consolation are ready to be misled.
They are often quite critical, and reasonably  cautious.
Their anxiety sometimes makes them excessively anxious
not to be deceived in so vitally important a matter. And
even after they have had quite good evidence, they some-
times go back on it—very naturally—and -become sceptical
again. Many years of experience were needed in my own
case before 1 was ready to admit the cumulative outcome

of the whole body of evidence as finally conclusive.

-Concerning the particular case of my son Raymond, I
have had ‘many further talks with him since the book was
published : but the stress and anxiety to communicate has
subsided. The wish to give scientific evidence remains,

. but; now that the fact of survival and hgpf)y',qm loyment
1s established, tlie 'communications are placid— ike " an
occasional “letter home. He has, however, been successful

_in-bringing to their ‘parents a nuniber of youths, some of
whom he ‘.l'i(_l‘
has_accordingly heavily increased. - .

"1 hopé that in ‘time, when the possibility is recognised
and taken under the wing of religion, people will not need
individual and’specific messages to ‘assure them of the well-
being ‘of ‘their loved omnes. They will, I liope, be able to
feel assured that what has been proved true of a féw must
be‘true of all, under the same general circumstances. More-
over;"it is o be hoped that they will bé able to receive
help and comfort and a sense of communfon through their
own- powers, in peaceful times, without strain or special
effort, and without vicarious mediation.

-The power, or sensitiveness, or whatever it ought to be
called, seems to bLe a good deal commoner than people
think. I anticipate that in most families there will be
found one member who may be able to help others to some
knowledge in this direction. Elaborate proof is necessary at

straightforward people,

first, as it has been in connection with niany now recog- -

nised and familiar things—such as the position of the earth
in the solar system—but when once a fact or doctrine is
generally accepted, people settle-down in acceptance and

short explana--

Nevertheless, a con-
have been helped;
with careful instruc- .

numerous and some noteworthy cases.

incidentally of the power of mediums-
who normalfy knew nothing whatever about their visitors, -

tew hefore death, and. the weight of evidence -
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enjoyment of the general belief, witho 7 after
exée{)tiona.l experience for himself. of the
human mind and of the body-politic : ; right
['beliefs take time to enter, and wrong ime to
{ disappear; but periods of anxiety a1 sontro-
" versy do not last as .a permanent co fepre-
sent a phase through which we have 1 .

One difticulty which good people lowin}
themselves to' take comfort from the o atti-
tude of the Church to it, and the Te en-
croaching on dangerous and forbi . have
no wish to shirk the ecclesiastical po: indeed
important, for 'the Church has grea [ ‘must
clam that Science can pay no at gshc@l

" notice-boards; ‘we must examine ;; and
1 do not_agree that any region of mately
be barred out by authority.

Occasionally the accusation is made omena
‘we encounter are the work of devils il " chal-
‘lenged to say how we know that’ they f 3({1
character, To that the only-answer is the . —“‘by
their fruits.”” 1 will not elaborate it. - 1ave a
long list' of the fruits of the Spirit. Yet 1 ean to
say that no precautions need be taken, every-
thing connected with the subject is wholly 1o not
regard as wholly good any activity of n the
pursuit of Science can be prostituted ve 560
now only too clearly in the war. Ever; 2an be
used and can be abused. I have to sf des to
answer these objections: they are ofte thy of
the sacred name.of religion; they’savo alism.
The Chief Priests were always ready ‘t ything
done without their sanction to the ] zebub,
The Bishop of Beauvais denounced Joan ces as
diabolic. It is a very ancient accusation. zht of
historical instances, it is an over-flattering ish fo
give no other ‘answer. ‘

Concerning the substance of. the 18- Te-
ceived from the other side, perhaps the b por- -
tion is the account given of the similari litions
as described ‘‘over there’’ to the con ag on
the earth; and it is asked, how can t o? I
reply, in a]l probability because of t. f the

observer. I do not dogmatise on the.point, liut. T conceive
that in so far as people remain themselves, their power of
interpretation will be similar to ‘what it 1 here.

Hence in whatever way we interpret a ma | here
and now, so, jn like>manner, are we likely ‘et an
etherial world—through senses not altoget. lar in
effect, however they differ in detail. .
Surely the external world, as we perce argely
dependent on our powers of perception an ation.
So is a picture, or any work of art. The '.self—l-
whatever that may mean—can hardly be | 18,
admit it is a difficult proposition, but the ¢ fairly
consistent on this point of similarity, ever reden-
borg; the next world is always represen \rpris-
ingly like this; and though' that obviously elft?
scepticism, 1 expect that it corresponds + b o

reality. -1t looks slmost as if that world ‘were an etherial
count{rpart of this: or else as.if we were all really in one
- world all the time, only they see the etherial aspect of it
and we see the material. The clue to all this seems to
. depend on the similarity, or rather the identity, of the
observer. A nerve-centre interprets or presents to thé
mind each stimulus in the specific. way to which it has
become accustomed, whatever' the real nature of the
stimulus; ablow on the eye, or a_ pressure on the retina,
is interpreted as light: irritation in the auditory nerve is
interpreted as sound. So, it .may be, to our personality
experience will interpret itself in- the accustomed way.
To come to smaller details. If the accusation has been
brought that such things as smoking and drinking are re-
presented as in vogue among the denizens of the other side,
that accusation is utterly unjustified and untrue. A state-
ment detached from its context i3 often misleading. What
is revealed in my book, if it has any trustworthy signifi-
cance, implies clearly and decisively that they do not thus
occupy their time; mor are any such things ngltu,ra] to
their surroundings. Nothing but common sense is need
to understand the position. If there .is a community over
there, it cannot be a fixed and stationary one, new-comers
must be continually arriving. My son is represented as
stating that when people first come over, and are in 8

puzzled state of mind hardly knowing where they are, they -

ask for all sorts of unreasonable ‘things; and that the
lower kind are still afflicted with the desires of earth. Aﬁg
all, this is really orthodox moral teaching, or I am mu d
mistaken; it is one of the warnings held out to sen.suaf
persons that their desires may persist, and become part o
their punishment.
A friend has recently sent me a sentence extracted from
Swedenborg’s ‘‘Spiritual Diary,” Vol. 1, paragraph 333.
‘““The souls of the dead take with them from the Dbedy
all its nature, insomuch that they still think the_mselve;
in the body. They have also desires and “appetites,
eating and the like; so that those things which belong
to the body are inscribed upon the soul. Thus they re-
tain the nature which they take with them from the

~. [October 29, 1021,
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world; but this, in process of time, is delivered to
oblivion.”

The same idea is independently expressed by me in the
chapter on ‘“L'he Resurrection ot the Body,”’ towards the
end of the ‘‘Raymond’’ book. And in fact the slander
referred to in the preceding paragraph is so perverse and
‘pernicious as to be essentially wicked. The truth of the
position can be quite easily realised, and there is no excuse
save stupidity for what must otherwise be purposed misre-
presentation, akin to the accusations of devil-worship and
necromancy.

Imagine an assembly of clergymen in some Retreat,
where they give themselves to meditation and good works;
and then imagine a traveller arriving, mistaking their
hostel for an hotel, and asking for a whiskey and soda.
Would that mean that alcoholic drinks were natural to the
surroundings and part of the atmosphere of the place?
Would not the feeling aroused by the request mean just the
contrary? The book says that in order to wean these new-
comers from sordid and unsuitable though comparatively
innocuous tastes, the policy adopted is not to forbid and
withhold—a policy which might over-inflame and prolong
the desire—but to take steps to satisfy it in moderation
until the new-comers, of their own free will and sense, per-
ceive the unsuitability, and overcome the relics of earthly
craving; which they do very soon.

‘Whether the statement be accepted as true or not, or as
containing some parabolic element of truth, 1 see nothing
derogatory in it; and the process of weaning may be wise.

It must be admitted, however, that games and songs
are spoken of ; and I have heard it claimed that ‘‘spirits of
just men made perfect’’ ought not to be occupied in any
such commonplace ways, even during their times of relaxa-
tion. To this I reply that when perfection or saintliness
is attained that may be true: it is not a subject on which
I am a judge. Games and exercise are harmless and bene-
ficial here, even for good people; and surely, if young
fellows remain themselves, games and exercise and songs
will not seem alien to them there,—at any rate not for
some time. People seem hardly to realise all that survival
with persistent character and personal identity must really
involve. It is surely clear that the majority of people,
whether in this or in another life, are just average men
and women, and neither saints nor devils; and ecclesi-
astical teacfxing has surely erred in leading people to sup-
pose that the act of death converts them into one or the
other. Progress and development are conspicuously the
law of the Universe. Evolution is always gradual. Youths
shot out of the trenches—fine fellows as they are—are not
likely to become saints all at once. They cannot be reason-
ably spoken of as ‘‘just men made perfect.”” Let a little
common sense into the subject, and remember the con-
tinuity of existence and of personal identity. Do .not sup-
pose that death converts a person into something quite
different. Happier and holier, pleasanter and hetter, the
surroundings may be, than on earth; there is admittedly
room for improvement; but sudden perfection is not for the
likes of us.

It is, moreover, highly unlikely that the experience of
everybody on that side is the same: the few saints of the
race may have quite a different experience: the few dia-
bolical ruffians must have a different one again. I have
not been in touch with either of these classes. Therc are
many grades, many states of being; and each goes to his
own place.

If it is urged by orthodox critics that the penitent thief
went to heaven; I reply, Not at all: according to the re-
cord he went to Paradise, which is different. - A sort of
Garden of Eden, apparently, is meant by the word; some-
thing not too far removed from earth. As far as I can
make out, the ancient writers thought of it as a.place or
state not very different from what in the book is called
““Summerland.”

Against this it may be urged that Christ Himself could
not have stayed, even for a time, at an intermediate or
comparatively low stage. But I sce no reason to suppose
that he exempted Himself from any condition appropriato
to a full-hodied humanity. Surely he would carry it
through completely. Judging from the Creed, which I
suppose clerical critics accept, they appear to hold that
Christ oven descended at - first—descended into hades or
the underworld—doubtless on some high missionary offort.
Anyhow, and quite clearly, the record says that for forty
days He remained in touch with earth, presumably in the
state called Paradise, occasionally appearing or communi-
cating with survivors—again after the manner of transi-
tional humanity. And only after that sojourn, for our
benefit, did He ascend to some lofty state, far above any-
thing attainable by thicves, however penitent, or hy our
yvoung soldiers, however magnificent and seclf-sacrificing.
Aftor seons of progress have elapsed they may gradually
progress thither.

Meanwhile they are happier and more at home in Para-
dise. Thore they find themselves still in touch with carth,
not really separated from those left behind, still able ac-
tively to help and serve. There is nothing supine ahout
the rest and joy into which they have entered. Under the
impact of their young energy, strengthened by the love
which rises towards them like a blessing, the traditional
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barrier lLetween the two states is suffering violence, is
being taken by force. A band of eager workers is con-
structing a bridge, and opening a way for us across the
chasm; communication is already easier and more frequent
than ever before; and in the long run we may feel assured
that all this present suffering and bereavement will have a
beneficent outcome for humanity. So may it be!l

o

RAYS AND REFLECTIONS.

Pressurce on our space has prevented an earlier reference
to a letter from Mr. A. C. March in allusion to my com-
ments on the ‘“‘Indian Rope Trick.”” Mr. March points out
a connection between this performance and psychic photo-
graphy. “Many critics,”” he writes, ‘‘allege that ‘spirit
photographs’ and ‘fairy photographs’ are due to thought
impressions, mind corrcentrations affecting the sensitive
plate. The experiments of Dr. Baraduc and Miss Scatcherd’s
famous lace jacket are examples.”” Arguing from this, Mr.
March suggests that the photographic plate in the case
of the Indian Rope trick may be affected by the mental
concentration of the fakir who performs the.feat. Assum-
ing that the Indian Rope Trick is a_genuine feat of psychic
powers the suggestion is well worth considering.

The new generation is coming into the movement at a
great rate, and the veterans are always glad to welcome
the young men. Their enthusiasm is a great asset. O
the veriest curmudgeons resent their lack of experience and
their beautiful self-assurance. They come into this office
to tell us that we are on the right track, that there is really
such a thing as spirit communication, with much else that
some of us were familiar with when the young men were
in their cradles. They are ready to instruct Sir William
Barrett in chemistry, to give Sir Oliver Lodge hints about
the ether, and to advise Sir Arthur Conan Doyle on the
best methods of approaching the populace. Over these
things we may smile indulgently. We were much the same

" at the same age and without the same excuse for exuberance

and enthusiasm.

Generally speaking ail thic greatesl things in the modern
Spiritual movement have heen done by those who never an-
nounced beforehand what they intended to do, and who,
indeed, were often unconscious of the work they perfox_‘med,
building better than they knew. Iven those who sim ly
held the outposts were, as a rule, grimly silent men, for,
as Dean Inge remarked lately, the man who can hold his
tongue can hold anything.

» * * *

Even as a mere matter of tactics, it is wise not to be
too vocal and so give opportunity to the enemy. We recall
the casc of Mr. Snodgrass in the street fight in which Sam
Weller was engaged. Mr. Snodgrass announced in a very
loud voice that he was ‘“‘going to begin,” and was promptly
suppressed before he became dangerous.

* * * *

“Dangerous and diabolical’’ is a phrase frequently used
in cases where experiments in spirtt communication ‘‘go
wrong’'—where, for instance, there is an incursion of dis-
orderly and mischievous ‘‘intelligences.’”” I have known a
fow such cases. They are inseparable from the subject. It
is a very human world on both sides of the way, and these
mischances go to prove the fact.

- [ L ] *

We must keep a sense of proportion in these matters.

* The earnest investigator of any unexplored region of Nature

is not put off his quest by dangers and accidents. He de-
lores them, but keeps his mind on his main objective. 1
ﬁnow of no great invention that has not brought a percen-
tage of disasters in its train—take, for instances, aviation
and radium. It is courage and caution which wins. Nothing
is accomplished by panic fear. .

- - - -

A good deal of supposed olsession and diabolical invasion
arises on this sido, coming about sometimes as the outcome
of a conflict of forces: there is sometimes great disturbance
when spirit influences first begin to operate on physical con-
ditions. As to actual cases of interference by ill-disposed
spirits, well, these were understood by the early Church
and dealt with in the New Testament records. St. Pau
utters his warnings. As a piece of practical advice, I would
counsel those who are troubled by such things to shut off
communication at once when their experiments tend to
go awry, or else to secure the aid of trained investigators
strong 1n will and understanding. There is never any occa-
sion for panic. Such things at worst prove the reality of a
spirit world. They may even be welcome to some, as In the
case of tho materialist who said he would even be glad to
have proof of the existence of a world of devils—anything
that would convince him that this life was not alll

D, G.
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THE TIME OF DAY.

SoME NoTes oN Passing EvenTs.

We have it on the authority of the “Eve.n.ing

’

'r_.._ IGHT

News’’ that there are really such things as clairvoyance -

and psychometry:- We have learned from the ‘‘Daily
Express’’ of the possibility that angels exist and may
be seen by the eye of simple faith; that it is unwise
to scoff, and further that God is not mocked ; which we
hope the journal will remember. The ‘‘Sunday
Tixpress,”’ in the person of Mr. James Douglas, is con-
ducting a serious inquiry into the reality of supernormal
facts' since it is impressed by the obvious sanity of
some of the leading exponents of the idea that there
may be a means of communication with other worlds
of human life. The Archbishop of Canterbury, in his
- sermon at Birmingham, directs the attention of the
Church to the importance of psychic phenomena, an
allusion, by the way, which seems to have escaped the
attention of one of the Church papers notable for its
hostility to those facts, since it omits that passage' in
the sermon—an oversight, of course. )

¢ And now we have Mr. Melton, of Nottingham, a
trained scientist, who not being a ‘‘devout Spirit-
ualist”” (pace Mr. Dingwall), and keeping himself aloof
from all prepossessions, Spiritualistic or anti-Spirit-
ualistic, claims to have devised a telephone in which
he and his friends carry on conversations with people
in the supermundane world who prove their reality in
abundant measure, satisfying the most rigid demands
for evidence not only of their existence but of their
claims to live in another region than that of mundane
time and space. We have not seen the instrument
and therefore must speak by the card. But if all Mr.
Melton told the large audience at 6, Queen Square,
on the occasion of his address, be correct—and we have -
every reason to accept his statéments as entirely
truthful—his achievement is a really important one.
It does not, of course, stand alone. Mr. Garscadden’s
apparatus has already. been fully described in- the
Press. We hope that all these experiments along the
line of telegraphy will go on and be brought to per-
fection. We.own to being much impressed by the
entirely rational conversations recorded in connection
with the later forms of psychic telegraphy. Earlier
instances and ‘records of the kind of cemmunications
which were received by them occasionally raised' a
suspicion in our minds that the person at the other end
of the line was either the Man in the Moon, Mr. F.’s
Aunt, or one of the characters in Alice in Wonderland,
preferably the Mad Hatter. We got a great deal of
this sort of thing, and if we bore it patiently it was
simply because we hoped by perseverance to find the
nonsense succeeded by sorhething rational and .coherent.
In this the earlier machines conspicuously failed. There
was one apparatus, now apparently extinct—but we

feel in a charitable mood and will make no invidious

allusions.

. Indeed things seem to be shaping very well indeed.
Definite practical results are being reached in every
direction. Qld-time experience warns us against
exuberance, but we certainly feel a gentle joy.. We can
even be sorry for Mr. Clodd and Mr. McCabe and

charitably - wish “them - a-
coming troubles. Their p
that of the American pri
commenced, told the Co
in advance. - o
We have made marked prc
mistake on that point.. To
feature about the ‘‘step forwa
things practical, definite and

. years some of us have known

elusive substance which seems
between the world visible and
Intelligent spirit operators di
ago and gave detailed descrip:
day recognised as ‘‘plasma’’)
lated by them in set experir
abundant in certain localities
order made use of it uncon
and audible to us quite unw

key to the phenomena of h

to say much about these
scientist scoffed at the. sul
against it, and talked of

‘peculiarly’ modern instance of

led, just as he would quote E:
specially .applicable to some twe
problem. As for the man in the
grin vacuously or quote his favou
had assured him that all these t
drivel. But there were a few
intelligent scientists, a handful of
and relatively a great many sensil
men in the street. These people
they saw it and stuck to their ¢
courage  that the world will not £
centuries to come. Nor will it, we
the splendid heroism of some of
sacrificing all their worldly interest:

-against overwhelming odds to carry

the hearts and minds of their fello
battled desperately against it while ¢
even more formidable resistance—
inertia, stolid and contemptuous i
leaders of -a  ‘‘forlorn hope’’ had
courage—they had the faith that can
and is now moving them.

The “great’ passage’’ of the w
movement towards worlds not reali

_ fubure be fully described in great

‘‘learned clerks.”” They will be nr
valiant chronicles. Many splendid
blazoned, many names freshly rememb

- a greab page in the records of Religion

of Science. But its main interest wil
one—comedy and tragedy, humour and
and cowardice, sense and stupidity, m
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family. It will be a great human epic.

not matter much. If it is called Spirit
be well content.
associations, but ib is at least compre
last when many elegant and immaculs
have had their day and ceased to be.
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FROM THE LIGHTHOUSE WINDOW.

1
In his memorable address to the members of the L.S.A.
" last week, Mr. F. R. Melton carried his audience by storm.
He is a gifted lecturer, and the matter with which he dealt
was of so wonderful and epoch-making a character, that, as
Dr. Abraham Wallace said at the close, the occasion was
a red-letter day in the history of the movement.

L g L . .

The news will be welcomed that a new edition is about
to appear of Sir William Barrett’s excellent little handbook,
‘‘Psychical Research’”’ (Home University Library).

» * * *

.. Colonel Cowley informs us that Mrs. Roberts Johnson
will visit London on November 7th. Letters to this office
can be forwarded to her.

- - * *

. Dr, Abraham Wallace lectured in Harrow last week on
Psychic Photography to a keenly interested audience, to
whom he showed his fine collection of psychic pictures. In
addition to his own wide experience of the subject, Dr.
Wallace has had the advantage of having known the leading
researchers in this domain for many years past. Few are
better qualified than he to speak about it.

»* * * *

Dr. Percy Dearmer, in the course of an address on
‘““‘Angels,”” on the 24th inst., at the Guild House, Eccle-
ston Square, said that for long people had been in the habit
of regarding the beautiful old stories of angelic visitations
as largely mythical. He believed, however, that investiga-
tion would establish, and was establishing, the fact that
those stories were truer than had been imagined, and that
spiritual beings whom we called angels did come from an-
other world to us.

» * - »

Mr. James Douglas’s pronmised further instalment of his
quest on the Great Adventure appeared in the last issue of
the ‘“‘Sunday Express’’ (October 23rd), in which he describes
a visit to Sir Arthur Conan Doyle in his lovely home at
Crowborough. Here he heard of many things which made
him think deeply—among others, of the mysteries of ecto-
plasm, newspaper tests, and automatic writing.

* »* * L

Mr. Douglas says: ‘‘I keep an open mind with regard
to all these marvels and mysteries. I may be unreasonably
sceptical, but in this investigation I feel that it is my duty
to seek for absolyte proof. I know little about telepathy
and about the sub-conscious mind. But next week I hope
to_carry my inquiry a step further, and to show that the
prima facie case for careful examination of the evidence is
exceedingly strong.”’

* - * -

The Rev. G. Vale Owen, in his last article in the ‘“Weekly
Dispatch,”” discusses the question whether it is possible for
a gerson asleep to travel to another person at a distance
and to assume some degree of materiality so as to become
visible to the natural sight of that person in the ordinary
way. He relates the following incident which happened to
himself some years ago: ‘‘There were some friends of ours,
Mr. and Mrs. Weblock, living at Malvern. The lady was
an_invalid and at that time In great and almost continual
pain. Both she and her husband had asked me for my
prayers on her behalf. On Saturday after lunch I went into
my study and sat down for a few minutes’ relaxation before
starting my afternoon’s round. My thoughts went out to
my friends. They were a sweet couple, and an intense
desire came into my mind to help the sufferer.
if I could manage to get there in my spirit body, as we
travel in our sleep-time, I might perhaps be able to help
her from the spirit side, without her being conscious of my
presence. I had heard of this being done by several people.
Thinking thus I fell into a doze, which lasted about a
quarter of an hour. Then I woke up and went about my
work. I had no recollection of any dream at all.”’

L 4 L ] * -

Mr. Vale Owen -continues: ‘Early the next week I re-
ceived a letter from Mrs. Weblock which showed me that
I had heen more successful in my experiment than I had
realised. She asked me if I was conscious of the fact that
on the Saturday previous I had paid her a visit in Malvern.
She had been resting on the couch in the dining-room when
the door opened and I had walked into the room. I
had smiled at her, as if enjoying her surprise at seeing me
there, and, after some few minutes, I had faded away.”

* * * L

Some entertaining remarks on the subject of ‘‘Ghosts’’ '

were made by Bishop Mercer (Canon of Chester Cathedral)
in a recent lecture under that title at Wakefield. He said
that there were ghost stories by the hundred thousand,
but if one took the trouble to analyse them at their face
value all “proof’’ of their supernatural character could be
explained away. The Bishop’s explanation was simple:
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“When_a person stated emphatically that he had seen an
apparition, or ghost, it was no reflection on that person’s
integrity to discount what he said. They must consider the
temporary disintegration of the person’s mind. There were
no such things as ghosts.”” It is good to have definite
pronouncements of this kind by those who know. -

- * -* *

Remarkable cures by prayer and laying-on of hands were
reported to have occurred last week at Horbury Church,
Notting Hill Gate, where Pastor Stephen Jeffreys, of Dow-
lais, has been conducting special services. Among the cures
alleged was that of a Glasgow girl, whose eyes had received
hospital treatment for some time. She is said to have gone
to the church, and, after going through the prayer exer-
cises, to have left with her eyes quite normal and her glasses
in her pocket. In another case, a man who had gone on
crutches for twenty years left them in the church and
walked home. Mr. Jeffreys claims no powers of healing, but
says that the results obtained are from faith in prayer.

- e .o )

The L. S. A. classes conducted by Mrs. Leaning, Mr.
Ernest Hunt, and Mr. George E. Wright are now in full
swing, and they are exciting great interest. As the lec-
turers briefly recapitulate the matters on which they have
already touched, it is not too late for fresh members and
their friends to profit by this splendid opportunity. The
Readings from the Vale Owen Script by Mr. H. W. Eng-
holm, in the large hall of the Alliance, have proved won-
derfully popular. Particulars of the series will be found
elsewhere in this issue.

» » L} L ]

There is ground for supposing that many people have
seen the human aura without knowing what it is, just as
there are excellent psychics who know nothing of Spiritu-
alism. In the ‘“Weekly Dispatch’”” (October 23rd) Mr. S.
Leonard Bastin, writing on ‘“‘Our Battery Bodies,”” describes
the experiment of holding the tips of the fingers together in
front of a black background. He says: ‘Take care that
one’s hands are well in the shadow, and for this it is a good
plan to stand with the hack to the window. Keep the finger
tips together for about forty seconds, and then very gradu-
ally move them apart. Watch closely and thin streams of
vapour, hardly to be called light, will be seen coming from
the finger tips. As the fingers are moved farther and farther
apart the threads will become increasingly thin until they
hreak off and disappear altogether. These weird threads
are caused hy the electricity in the body.”’

» - L J L J

It is a case of.‘“‘a rose by any other name,”’ for Dr. J.
Maxwell, the well-known French psychic researcher, in his
fine book, ‘‘Metapsychical Phenomena,”” speaks of the same
appearance as an ‘“‘effluvium.” This chapter of his on what
he calls “Luminous phenomena’ is well worth reading by
all who are interested in the aura. Under the conditions
of lighting which he describes he says that seven or eight
out of ten persons will see a sort of grey mist uniting the
tips of the fingers. He adds: ‘From the experiments I
have made I reckon that out of 300 people of both sexes,
240 to 250 perceive the effluvium; two or three out of a
hundred see it as blue. I have found two who saw it as
yellow, and one who saw it as red.”” This book was published
in 1905, long before Dr. Kilner’s experiments.

- B . .

At the present time, when the question of birth control
is being discussed in the Press, the following extract from
a correspondent, ‘“‘Jacob’s Ladder,” in the ‘‘Harbinger of
Light” (September) is worth attention. He says: ‘“Our
spirit-friends tell us that when the fostus arrives at the
human stage it attains to a permanent individuality, which
nothing can destroy, and that, no matter at what stage
after this period the child passes away without being born,
its individuality persists and it receives in the spirit-world
the development it missed on earth. It follows, therpfore,
that a mother who, by procuring abortion, has wilfully
destroyed her unborn babe, has to meet on her entry into
the spirit-world the child she has virtually murdered. It is
impossible to imagine a more terrible punishment than that
which thus awaits the guilty mother, which must necessarily
last until the child has outgrown the effects of its mother’s

act.”
L

- * *

He adds: “I cannot help thinking that, if these facts
were more widely known, it would put an end to this form
of race-suicide. ~If Spiritualism never does anything but
this, it will have deserved well of this_twentieth century;
and it is by no means difficult, through spirit-communion,
to establish these facts in an unassailable manner.”

* - * -

The Ventnor correspondent of the ‘‘Sunday Expreqs,_”
in his recent account of the skeletons discovered at Craigie
Todge, to which we have already alluded, spoke of Mrs.
ugh Pollock, the lady whose psychometric gift was used in
this discovery, as heing ‘‘quite unlike the usual medium.”
It would have been interesting to have had his description

of this type.
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Ax OreN LETTER. “has not kept abreast of the times. It is mo 1ces-
: - . X ; . r is i is P.R. to'm icial
To Mr. Bric J. Dingwall, American Society for Psychical ?::Z ) t?g(:til:nltofaigesgg?éw?r(}glcele,s orRs;ny otl So-
Research, New York. : " ciety, even if it_desired to. do &0, cannot by its
’ - e articles of association make an official “decla:

Dear Sir,—You will have seen that your letter criticis- ‘matter; it can only give a summing up of nce.
ing the psychic photography produced in connection with Tt cannot announce a verdict nor pronounce ent..
Mr. Hope and Mrs. Deane duly appeared in the columns of This is to leave the matter in -the air, so to s ely,
Lieur last week. I leave certain comsiderations in your Mr. Dingwall is aware of this. I know for a the
letter to be dealt with by the persons particularly con- mediums for Psychic Photography in this are
cerned, as, for example, the Rose psychograph. I confine willing at any reasonable time to give - ;i to-
myself to the questions arising out of the leader on page those anxious te test these -‘matters for 1 But
604, to which you refer. - S when certain pseudo-psychical researchers- ing-

You say you did not assume that it is necessary to wall—demand in the name of their respec in-
be a ‘‘devout Spiritualist’” to believe in psychic photo- vestigations and ‘‘third de ree’”’ examinat the
graphy. No, you did not assume this in as many words. same time display an a.p(f ling ignorance ities
You merely insinuated as much by the use of a .phrase of psychic phenomena and a lack of even the tive
which left you in the position you now adopt of disclaiming form of etiquette, it is not to be  wondered ‘the
that you had actually made the statement explicitly. . Thls mediums resent these discourteous overtures, al 1058
method of suggesting something without actually saying .it investigators who really know something of the mile
is quite an old device in controversy, and is a favourite at such behaviour, and get on with their bus: are-
resort of the debater with a weak case. However, we may ful, patient and courteous investigation, there _ ing,

" let that pass. .

You complain that the critic of psychic photography is
twitted with lack of experience, and at the same time
denied the opportunity of obtaining that experience. No
doubt you have reason to complain that a few thousand
miles separate you from the opportunity of obtaining a
test experiment with Mr. Hope. But that surely is a matter
personal to yourself. - It has no general application since
so many persons who at first took up a critical attitude to
Mr. Hope’s productions were allowed the opportunity of
obtaining the experience. .

"You refer to the Keeler slate writings as examples of
trickery which deceive many intelligent people.  Unless
amongst the people thus deceived there are trained psychic
experts I see no analogy with the case of psychic photo-
graphy in which (on the sceptical argument) a number of
expert photographers are deceived by persons whose know-
le({ge of photography and its resources is plainly of the
most elementary kind. ) .

The fact that you and Mr. Whately Smith, Mr. Edward
Bush, and others are unconvinced of the genuineness of the
results obtained in psychic photography is, of course, a
matter to be regretted, but its importance may be easily
exaggerated. You say 1t is a question of ‘‘good evidence,’’
which I admit. To me, and to others who, as trained pho-
tographers, are far hetter able than I am to form conclu-
sions from practical experiment, the evidence for psychic
photography seems to be quite good and stromg enough to
establish the case.

Yours, etec.,
‘Davip Gow,

October 22nd, 1921. Editor.

To the Editor of LiguT.

Sir,—1 regard the letter you published over the signa-
ture of Eric J. Dingwall, on page 690 of Licrr, October
the 22nd, with much concern, for the reason that this gen-
tleman malkes his assertion in an official capacity as repre-

senting a department of Physical Phenomena attached to

the American Society for Psychical Research. It seems
inconceivable that the Council of this eminent scientific
body could be a party to such misstatements, perverted
criticism, and narrowness of vision as are displayed by Mr.
Dingwall. S
In the course of his letter he refers to the article in
Licar which appeared on October 20th, 1920. I presumc
he means the one that was published on October the 30th,
1920. His statement that there are over one dozen errors
in the transcription of the psychograph is entirely errone-
ous. There were two typographical errors, and those so
slight that the value of the transcription is not lessened in
the slightest, nor the integrity or powers of observation
possessed by the transcribers discounted in consequence.
Mr. Dingwall, in making the ahove statement, should
have substantiated it by pointing out ‘the ‘‘errors” he
states he discovered, as more than one psychical researcher
of note is included in this matter.
It should not be necessary to inform Mr. Dingwall that
there are societies and scientific bodies otlher than the
S.P.R. deeply engaged in an investigation of supernormal
hotography, and the specimens obtained from Mr. Hope,
rs. Buxton, and Mrs. Deane are only a small: contribution

towards the ever-growing oxamples of this phase of Psychical
esearch,

I fear that the Council of the American S.P.R. are un-

aware of the fact so patent in Mr. Dingwall’s letter that he

- American Society for Psychical Research

not opinions, but results. . .

As Mr. Dingwall says, what he thinks does not matter.
But it does matter very much when he writes in an official
capacity, and on behalf of a Society greatly honoured in
this country, expressing opinions in its name that are not
only out of date but quite out of keeping with the serious
business of solving the problems of Supernormal Photo-
graphy. - oo .

‘—Yours, etec.,
' H. W. EncuoLy.
—

To the Editor of Liax.

Sir,—I am not surprised or displeased to see the letter
of Eric J. Dingwall, of the American S.P.R. gp. 690). It
n w

presents the attitude of the superior perso o thinks he
sees intellectual incapacity in those called . I
suppose that he is riglit, for were not S eply
interested in the inauguration of the R.?
Amongst its ‘members were several disti v of
science, many of whom were not and co dled
Spiritualists. Yet  they lived to be - the
genuineness of Psychic Photography. Of ight
mention Sir William Crookes and- Dr. Alfred lace

out of many. - T

Psychic photography has been before the world for sixty
years, and in that time neither the men of science, nor the
practical photographers (and Sir. William Crookes was an
able photographer, as well as a scientist) who have investi-
gated it have denounced it as fraudulent. These men have
not accepted ‘‘smudges’” as psychic pictures. The first
psychic picture obtained under test conaitions with Hope
was the undoubted portrait of Lady Crookes, while Dr.
Russel Wallace obtained with Hudson three differing pic-
tures of his mother—representing her as she was in three
different periods of her earth life. .I do not gather that
Mr. Dingwall has personally investigated Hope’s medinm-
ship or that he is aware that the powers of this untrained,
illiterate man, who is a very inefficient photographer, have
been investigated by eminent. photographers in this coun-
try. I may instance Dr. Lindsay Johnson, F.R.P.S.,
amongst others.

- It does not matter whether it is a rose or brick which
appears on a photographic plate if the result is obtained
under the strict test conditions imposed by men of science
and practical photographers, especially where the psychic
himself takes no part, neither his plates nor his camers
heing employed. These are facts worthy of the attention of
men who would personally investigate the matter.,

To compare the careful investigation of Hope’s psychic
powers by men of science and photographers, with P. L. O.
Keeler's slate writing is simply absurd. -

_ But as Mr. Dingwall’s Inowledge of the matter is based
on comparing pictures with photographs, that gentleman
Is justified in his modest disclaimer,. ‘I do not pretend to
be able to judge.” Then why put forward a tissue of charges
and assumptions_about a subject and .a man, with no real
knowledge of either? If I did that I should be impertinent.

—Yours, etc.,
: Jarmes Coares.

S——

To the Editor of Liamr.
Sir,—The conceit and arrogance of i orance ifest
in a letter published in LicmT Iast week %; 690) fxx'g;l: Mr.
Bric J. Dingwall, a recent addition to the staff of the

d teply.
Hpo is sadly behind in his knowledge. of sﬁzyﬁmb%
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and is being done, not by what he calls ‘‘an expert,’’ but
by a body of careful investigators, most of whom are as
good experts in observing l})henomena, and weighing evidence
as any that Mr. Dingwall can produce. They are, there-
fore, quite qualified to' pronounce on the ‘‘extras’’ found
n the ghotographic plates (contemptuously described by
him as ‘‘smudges’”’) produced by the mediumship of the
Crewe Circle, of which Mr. Hope and Mrs. Buxton are
now the principal members.

Their powers have been tested both individually and
collectively by most of the prominent members of the So-
ciety for the Study of Supernormal Pictures, men and
women as well qualified as any of the members of either the
American or the English Society for Psychical Research.
Moreover, most of them are also members or associates of
the latter Society, and I am satisfied, better equipped than
either Mr. Whately Smith or Mr. Eric J. Dingwall for
such an investigation.

—Yours, etc., -
ABraHAM WarLnace, M.D.

President of the Society for the Study of Supernormal
Pictures; member of the Society for Psychical Re-
search (London), and formerly a member of the Council.

The Rev. Ellis G. Roberts writes:—

Mr. Dingwall should practise the accuracy which he
demands from others. The phrase in my article to which he
refers -(p. 690) is used in_ome clearly defined context, and
he applies it in another. I fancy there is but one reader of
Licar who could have made such a mistake, and it is
%unqus that he should hail from the same country as Mark

wain.

LEGAL REMEDY WANTED.

No EFrrecTive RECOURSE A@AINST LIBEL OPEN To Psycmic
RESEARCHERS OB EXPERIMENTALISTS.

Dr. Ellis Powell writes:—

“As my e?erience of the libel law is probably among
he largest and widest I should like to associate myself with
vhat the Rev. Ellis G. Roberts has been saying about the
lesirability of sharpening it for use by people like Mr. Hope
vhen they are attacked in such scurrilous fashion as ﬁe
‘as been. At present a man who is traduced in that way
1as only one or two possible courses to pursue. Either he
an sit down under the attacks, in which case he is exposed
o the remonstrances of misguided friends who are con-
tantly asking him what he intends to do; or, on the other
and, if he initiates proceedings he must be prepared to
penci at the very least £300 to £500 in bringing the case
o trial, and even when he has done so a biassed summing-
p by the judge may ruin his chance of a verdict.

. Finally, if he gets the verdict it may be quite useless to
im. The defendant may decline to pay either costs or
amages, and in the present state of the law it would be
ain to attempt compulsion. Further, at the trial of ile
ase the plaintiff would be subjected to cross-examination
f the most offensive kind, which might go so far as to
nggest that he was an escaped lunatic, an undetected
hief, or even a murderer who had so far managed to ¢vade
1e _hands of justice. Ior a man who wants his remedy
painst reckless traducers there ought to be, and there <asily
ight be, a swift and ready means. Unhappily all the
-aditions of the legal profession (of which, be it said in
1 candour, 1 am myself a member) are against its provi-
on, and consequently I see no very early prospect of a
1ange for the better. All the same, 1 am delighted to
yserve the subject ventilated by means of the trenchant
on of my excellent friend Mr. Roberts, who adds in this
ay to the innumerable services he has already rendered
 the cause of psychic research.”

Dr. ELus PowerL addressed the members and friends of
e Richmond Spiritualist Church on Thursday, the 20th
stant, taking for his subject ‘““The Psychic Side of the
fe of Jesus.’ On the previous ovening lie had addressed
e Institute of Cost and Works Accountants, giving them
. elaborate scientific analysis of the Currency Problem.

CoLoNeL Cocuinn, C.B.—Mr. H. R. Foskett, late Quar-
r-Master Sergeant in the 18th and 19th Hussars, writes

express his interest in reading in our last issue the
ituary of Sir E. B. Coghill, as he has received communi-
tions from the late haronet’s uncle, Colonel Coghill, C.B.,
th -whom he served in the 19th Hussars. Mr. Foskett
tes that he was the Colonel’s soldier servant, or valet,
ym 1879 to 1882, in Ballincollig, Cahir, Dublin, and Bel-
st, when he left him. The Colonel was an Indian veteran,
d was at the siege of Lucknow, apd also commanded the
-hh Flussars in the first Egyptian campaign. Mr. Foskett
ind him to be a very loveable man, but was unaware
ile with him that the Colonel was a Spiritualist. Our
.resnondent adds that the Colonel was an artist, and the
. ¥ ussars have an oil painting of him by himself.
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AN INQUIRER'S FIRST EXPERIENCE.

SoME MATERIAL FOR ANALYSIS.

[We have received the following account of an experience
from a lady who does not desire her name to be published,
although it can be given to any inquirer interested in her
story. We may add that we personally knew the gentleman
to whom she refers, a man of high public standing and well
known in the political world. We make no comment on the
nature of the experience, but merely mention that the
narrator does not write as a Spiritualist, but simply as an
impartial observer.]

Always having been a sincere seeker after truth, it was
with an open mind that I read for the first time a copy
of LicHT, given to me last July by the wife of a well-known
man in the political world who has since passed on, and
who for two years previous had been an Investigator of
Spiritualism.

I was interested to read in the editor’s explanatory note
as to what this journal stands for, these words: ‘LieHT
proclaims a belief in . . . . the reality and value of
intelligent intercourse between spirits embodied and spirits
discarnate,”’ but it was not until a fortnight ago that an
opportunity arose for me to prove the statement. I re-
ceived an invitation from Mrs. Oliver, of Hove, to attend
a small circle. What I heard there was interesting, but
wishing to have further proof, I decided to attend on the
following week. The day came. I had been reading in the
afternoon the life of ‘“lhe Angel Adjutant,”” in ‘“Broken
Earthenware,”” by Harold Begbie, and was very much im-
pressed by her selfless devotion to the downtrodden and
wretched ones she worked among, and it suddenly occurred
to me, knowing that she had ‘‘passed over,”’ to ask her to
come to the circle that evening, and give me a sign that
no one in the room but myself would understand. Also I
dared to ask General Booth to appear, and likewise Mrs.
Eddy, a large photograph of whom hung in the room where
the circle was held. :

I did not in the least expect-any answer from such cele-
brated people, but to my great surprise and joy a spirit,
reputed to be Mrs. ¥ddy, came. She was described to me
by a young man who has been a natural clairvoyant from a
child. He said, “The lady in that picture [pointing to the
photo of Mrs. Eddy] is standing behind you with a wreath
of forget-me-nots over her head.”” The exact words of her
message I do not remember; it was quite personal, and
referred to my spiritual progress.

Mrs. Oliver then described the ‘‘Angel Adjutant’’ of the
Salvation Army as she appears on the cover of the book
mentioned above. She did not give me a verbal message
excepting her love, but laid right across me a white sash, of
which no one but myself understood the significance.

A few minutes later Mrs. Oliver went under control, and
General Booth was described. Part of his message was that
if he had known when he was here what he knows now
about the life after so-called death he would have preached
it in all his pulpits. He also gave me some personal advice.

A few days later he again came to me through the same
medium, and most emphatically said that spirit control is
a good thing (personally, I am against it) as (to quote
him) ‘How else shall I let my own people know I am still
amongst them? Yes, control is good.”

The ‘‘Angel Adjutant’’ again came, and this time
brought a message saying, “The other lady you asked to
come this evening is unable as she has important work
in the spirit-land,” the ‘‘other lady” being Mrs. Eddy.

Should any reader care to communicate with me they can
do so through the Editor. Fiar Lux.

CREDULITY IN PSYCHICAL

RESEARCH.

Mr. George E. Wright's lecture on the above at the
British College, on Wednesday, the 19th inst., was re-
ceived with great interest. Two ways were open for re-
searchers, said the lecturer, personal experience and a
study of the testimony of others. In other sciences it was
not considered necessary for eovery student to undertake
the practical worl, hut in psychical rescarch, the piled up
careful testimony of well-known people was thrown con-
temptuously aside, and ignorant prejudice and unveiled
hostility held the field. Mr. Wright impressed upon his
hearers the nccessity for careful observation and the keep-
ing of exact records; also of a good use of existing testi-
mony. The credulity of the critics in the abnormal physncal
powers they attributed to the medium was exemplified by
many instances. .

Mrs. Champion de Crespigny gave the first of a series
of four talks at the British College on *Links Between
Spiritualism and Theosophy,”’ on the 20th. She_ (.lealt. ablv
with “The Achiovements and Limitations of Spiritualism,”
congratulating Spiritualism on its affirmation from direct
evidence of the continuity of life, hut holding that it was
a science and a philosophv but not a religion, although it
throws new light upon religion. A good discussion followed
on many points, and the future talks were anticipated with
interest. .

CRITICISM AND
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SPIRITUALISM IN SCOTLAND AND
T IRELAND. ) sl

By Horace LEar.

.

my arrival there in September the Glasgow Association of
Spiritualists showed signs of great activity. Miss
Bessinet was holding a series of successful materialising
séances under the auspices of the Association, and I heard
nothing but good reports from the sitters, some of whom,
with characteristic Scotch exactness, had obtained the sig-
“natures_of other sitters when anything very impressive and
convincing occurred. . :

"A few weeks previously Sir William Barrett, F.R.S,, a

had lectured before the Glasgow S.P.R., and in the course
of his remarks, had spoken favourably of Spiritudlism;
while preparations were being made for a visit from Sir

Oliver Lodge, who was to speak in the great St. Andrew’s.

Hall for the same society. All this resulted in creating a
ferment of interest in psychical matters which reacted
beneficially on Spiritualism. T

~ Much excellent and evidential mediumship is being
demonstrated in consequence. I heard a large number of
remarkable cases recounted by .the recipients.-
by a well-known Glasgow minister who informed me that

for. many years he had had proof of the existence of spiritual -

helpers whom he believed to be none other than departed
human beings. He told me a few. of his experiences. . They

were truly wonderful and Leautiful, and could leave no room -

for doubt as to their spiritual origin. At his request I
refrain from publishing them, as they are well-known among

the members of his congregation, who are not, unfortu-’

nately, as broadminded as tlieir minister, and would object
to his being recognised as an acknowledged Dbeliever in
Spiritualism, : )

. One of the most interesting and convincing accounts of
successful clairvoyance that I have heard for a long time
was given me by my host and hostess during my stay in
Glasgow. Three years ago their little daughter Greta was
taken to the hospital with diphtheria. One night, when
the child’s condition was very serious, they retired to bed
and fell asleep. The father had a disturbing dream, and on
awaking recounted it to his wife, expressing the opinion
that it augured ill for their little girl. . The time was
about 1 a.m. Suddenly they were both startled to hear the
sound of paper being torn, and, both looking in the direction

Spiritualism seems always to flourish in Glasgow. On -

Ada -

One was’
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of the noise, they saw a piece
their heads, deliberately pull
force to the length .of abouil
same time ‘the lady’s:brother,
came into their bedroom in a
declaring that he coeuld .not.
dition of his throat and chest,.
was choking. He .felt confident
manner he had taken on Gre
must at that moment be exceec
about 1.6 a.m. On arriving at

-later to enquire about his child,.

that she had passed away that
Later, when the body was pr
parents had inscribed upon the f
it was dressed the words, ‘‘Suff
unto me.”” Three days after tl
tended a local Spiritualist pub
being a Scotch lady unknown to
of the ¥roceedings the medium
spirit of a little girl named Gi
e mother saying nothing, the x
and asked, ‘“Are you her mother
beside you.” Deeply moved, the
thought it was her little dau

. paused for a moment as if uncert:

the words, ‘Suffer little children to
vey anything to you?”’ I -have the
confirmation of the accuracy of the a

I arrived in ‘Belfast after breaki
pretty little town of Darvel in Ayrsh
public lecture on Spiritualism ew:
Lesser Town Hall was filled, a numt

gain admission. Darvel was the centre.

movement, around it being fought
which helped to distinguish that.
The greatest interest was shown t
and when questions were invited t
intelligent. So keen was the audie
cally to turn them out of the hall
the hour. Local newspaper reports
since reached me, and all are favoura
The day I arrived in <Belfast’ was

riot, necessitating the use of batons by
whole, however, political matters were
The presence of armoured cars
_fixed bayonets and steel helmets by no m

stay.
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Spiritualists, who simply packed the local church on occa-
sions. The movement cannot show its full strength heye,
owing to the difficulty of obtaining a suitable hall in which
to conduct its meetings. Interest in Spiritualism has lately,
I hear, extended among big business and professional men
in Belfast. I had some personal evidence of this fact,
meeting gentlemen well-connected with finance, law, medi-
cine, art, and the Church. Some were actually mediumistic,
and openly acknowledged it. - All were ardent and enthu-
siastic Spiritualists. Their interest reached beyond psychic
phenomena, and many a delightful talk I had with them
upon the philosophical and spiritual significance of the
movement. ‘ . .

Belfast has hitherto been famous for its physical me-
diums; now there is good reason to believe that that city
" will become well-known for mental mediums, several of
whom are well-developed. Foremost among them must be
placed Mr. Nugent, an amateur medium of remarkable
power. Working mainly ttrough spirt control he has
succeeded in getting wonderful proofs of survival, to the
unspeakable comfort of many bereaved people. There will
shortly be published a small volume by an admirer of Mr.

- Nugent, based upon his psychic gifts.

*“SEEING THE AURA.”

" Colonel Baddeley sends us the following:—

“T have always felt so sceptical as to the value of any
purely mechancial contrivance to enable us to perceive the
supernormal, and so sure that the presence of a ‘medium’
or ‘psychic’ is necessary in each and every case, that I am
disposed to consider as quite possible Mr. Whately Smith’s
tentative hypothesis that the apparent ‘aura’ seen by the
aid of dicyanin screens is due to light reflected from such
minute particles as give rise to the sense of odour.

“] would suggest that if such he the case a similar
‘aura’ should be seen around animals also (such as monkeys),
and even possibly around inanimate objects emanating
odour., I am not aware whether any experiments in tnis
direction have been made. Negative results would not
necessarily disprove Mr. Whately Smith’s hypothes:s, »s
the particles 1ssuing from the human body might bave

roperties peculiar to themselves as regards reflection of
ight. Some other kind of screen might be necessary to
enable one to perceive the emanations from the bodies of
animals. On the other hand, positive results would, I
think, go a long way towards establishing the hypothesis.”’

Dr. F. N. H. Hutchinson writes:—

In reference to the Human Aura and Kilner Screens, I
think it well to state that Dr. Kilner considered the visi-
bility of the aura to be due to very short wave length light
in the region of the lavender grey. He very kindly showed
me the aura, and also the following experiment: A fine
object was accurately focussed in the microscope. The ob-
server’s gaze was then directed through one of the screens
at moderately bright diffused light for twenty to thirty
seconds. On then looking down the microscope the object
was found to be out of focus. On racking the microscope
appropriately for less refraction it again became sharply
defined. The idea is that normally the eye is adjusted for
the most luminous wave lengths and that the screen tem-
porarily blinds it for these, so that, in the effort to see, it
utilises the less refrangible rays. It is curious that ‘‘ecto-
plasm’” and the appearance of some phantasms seem to De
of this colour—that of the ‘‘pale ghost.”

A DRAMA OF THE UNDERWORLD

Mr. H. W. EncHorLM’s READINGS.

Mr. Thomas Raymond writes:—

The reading of part of an unpublished script, given
through the Rev. G. Vale Owen, by Mr. H. W. Engholm
on a recent Wednesday evening, was listened to with intense
interest by a large audience, whose absolute silence denoted
the fitness of the message. This script should certainly be
gub_hshed. For dramatic power alone no play or work of

ction ever given to the world possesses anything approach-
ing it. Without the least departure from the quietest possi-
ble manner of address on the part of the speaker, the large
audience was again and again perceptibly thrilled with
amazed conviction as the descriptions were unfolded. Where-
as only the most spiritually unfolded of minds are capable
of receiving much of the published Vale Owen script, this
account of the working of the Good Law in the underworld,
which was given to us on Wednesday, must compel atten-
tion from all. Verily, “truth is stranger than fiction!”
atever meaning is placed upon the word sin; even if it
be only error, yet it is well that it be understood that its
comnsequences are .suffering and remorse. Ignorance is no
justification, either in human or divine law. Yet it was
touchingly beautiful to get this fine evidence that earth’s
tragedies are indeed heaven’s comedies. The higher service
seems to he that of correcting the mistakes of earth : Forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive them that trespass against
us. “Seeing our own soul’s self in likeness of another.”

LIGHT
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MYSTERIOUS REPAIRING OF A WATCH-CHAIN.

Mr. Claude Trevor writes from Florence :—

‘In 1915 or 1916, on undressing to go to bed, and re-
moving my gold-linked watch-chain from my waist-coat,
one of the links which had worn very thin, snapped. When
mentioning the fact to a very dear friend (we been
almost inseparable for thirty-four years) and expressing
my intention of having it mended, he dissuaded me, for
reasons I need not go into here, suggesting my waiting to
have the repair done on our next visit to _England, whence
we had returned in 1914. T took his advice; put the two
portions of my chain into a box containing pins, studs,
etc., and thought no more about it, buying myself a com-
mon leather watch-guard to serve me for the time being.

My friend passed over rather suddenly in 1917. I never
gave my chain another thought, and continued wearing its
leather substitute. About a year and a half ago I had oc-
casion to go to the box where it was lying, and out of
curiosity intended to look at the two pieces, when, to my
utter astonishment, there were the two pieces joined. I
can most solemnly declare that no one could have had access
to the box where they had lain so long. Besides, supposing
for argument, that my friend had managed to get posses-
sion of my chain, and as a surprise to me, had got it re-
paired, the reasons he ;l)ut forward for my nof having it done
till my return to England were just as strong against his
getting it done for me there. I wish someone could en-
highten me as to this, to me, inexplicable mystery. I have
heen wearing the chain ever since, and the above occur-
rence is ever in my mind.

[Experiences such as that recorded by our correspond-
ent have been known, but in this case we have no means of
judging whether supernormal agency was at work.]

MR. MELTON’S ADDRESS.

“Stranger’’ writes:—

Mr. Melton’s lecture of the 20th inst. was an event in
the history of Spiritualism, an announcement of the
greatest importance fraught with at present unknown possi-
bilities. May one ask if Mr. Melton will be giving at any
early date an inspection and possible demonstration of his
wonderful discovery ? )

As an earnest enquirer of some years but a stranger,
any privilege of being present at phenomena is greatly
valued. Tt is not perhaps generally realised how almost
impossible it is for a stranger to get into any circle or
investigation conducted by those of authoritative knowledge.
Our interest can -only be fostered by public meetings and
current literature.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

HereNn T. BricaaM.—We received and thank you for
your letter announcing the death of Miss Belle V. Cush-
man, to which we made reference last week. We
met both you and her on your visit to England a good many
years ago, and we share the general feeling concerning the
transition of one who, as you say, was a gifted and noble
woman. Although you have the consolation of a knowledge
of the true meaning of death, you will miss the old com-
panionshl&, and you have our sincere sympathy.

Mth. .—We have forwarded your letter to the right
quarter.

A. E. J.—See answer to McQ. G.

E. K. B.—Thank you, but on reflection we think it wiser
not to publish the statement. It is clearly a matter that
should be taken wup directly with the subject of your
remarks.

E. W. D.—Thank you. It is a trenchant reply which we
hope to quote when the pressure on our space is relaxed.

“LIGHT"” DEVELOPMENT FUND.

In addition to donations recorded in previous issues,
we have to acknow]edge, with thanks, the following sums:—

£ s, d.
“A Friend” ... ... 100 0 O
Miss G. T. Massey . 010 0
Anonymous 100
G. H. .. 015 0

A Scottish clergyman writes: ‘I get LicHT every week
and find in it much food for thought, besides receiving an
{néﬁelli%ent stimulus. It is a storehouse of psychic know-
edge.

RIGHTON NEW PsycHic CENTRE.—It is announced that a
tea and entertainment to celebrate the end of this season’s
drawing-room circles and to endeavour to obtain funds to-
wards the equipment of the Centre, will be held on De-
cember 8th at the Brighton Pavilion. Tickets and informa-
tion can be obtained from the President, Lady Oakeley
(16, Sussex Square, Brighton), and others of the hostesses,
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METHODS IN MEDIUMISTIC
INVESTIGATION. |

E Mr J. Howat McKenzie, speaking on this subject on the
&th inst., before the members of the British College of
Psychic Science, of which he is the Principal, said that, it

-was necessary to remember that humanity was in various’

stages of development. While there were those who were
satisfied with the testimony regarding psychic incidénts in
past ages found in the various Bibles and literature of the
past, he estimated broadly that about half of the human
race belonged to the class who did not find personal satis-
faction:in literature and required direct evidence of a more
personal and scientific nature on which they could con-
fidently rest. They could not believe the testimony of an-
cient teachers or even be convinced by reasoning; convic-
tion could only come when they had observed _certain
unusual facts relating to the powers of man’s psychic being
and had become familiar with these through repeated ex-
periment. Lo o

Facts which convinced some, still encountered a thou-
sand denials from others. Even though the testimony was
as clear as the sun in the heavens, and proved up to the
hilt beyond any peradventure, many would not or could not
believe, owing to their long, deep-set scepticism. They
asked, and very rightly asked, for first-hand evidence. Tt
was just here that the Psychical Research Society had
failed. They had compiled vast volumes of _interésting:
printed matter, but negqected too long to provide actual
demonstration to the hardened sceptics of the facts they
had_discussed at such length. Whatever might be said
against the old methods of investigation used by Spiritu-
alists, they were the only real students of the nineteeth
century who studied at first hand the facts of psychic phe-
nomena when the scientists in other branches of learning

neglected and ignored these phenomena. Spiritualists had-.

to carry on the battle in the face of a sceptical world, and
did so now at a great cost to themselves.

One very important fact appreciated by the Spiritu-
alists and too often neglected Ly scientists in the past was
the imperative necessity for providing sympathetic relations
between themselves and the medium. Dr. Walter Prince,
of the American S.P.R., claimed at the recent International
Psychic Conference at Copenhagen, that- it was the duty
of a scientist to enter the study of nature’s laws as mani-
fested through mediums without prejudice and without
emotion. This might be a desirable attitude in the study of

“most subjects, but while he agreed that these manifesta-
tions should be studied without prejudice, he very seriously
questioned whether. they could examine them without sym-
pathetic emotion, for it was just that warmth extended by
‘sitters towards the medium that seems to produce the best
results. To approach a medium in a cold, calculating mood,
as one could imagine a chemist approaching his chemical
laboratory, was but to court disaster. Tt froze up the
medium’s sensitive- psychical faculties, and reduced the
quality and extent of the manifestation. There were' some
students so constituted through lack of sympathy in their
nature as to continually meet with failure in the séance
room, and if this was fully realised, an earnest endeavour
would be made to cultivate a kindly feeling towards any
mediums with whom one wished to experiment. Dr.
Schrenck Notzing put the matter in a nutshell in his book
on Materialisations, where, on page 16, he. states: ‘There

must be a combination of an extreme degree of scientific .

scepticism with a personal benevolence towards the me-
ium.”” Amongst the various students, as a law governing
the subject, it had been conclusively proved, that the best
scientific results were secured by those of a generous and
kindly disposition, and the poorest evidence by those of
a carping, cold and over-critical nature. They must learn
that mediumship had its own essential conditions; which
must be respected and
the personal predisposition:

. Mr. McKenzie went on to impress on his hearers the
Importance of making notes of things immediately after their
occurrence. To write a statement days or weeks after the
expériment was to reduce its value greatly. TFacts -and
events were unintentionally mixed up. Their order and
succession became fogged in the mind. Apparently unimpor-
tant episodes were omitted and the report was often unin-
tentionally supplemented, according to_the writer’s subjec-
tive interpretation. Believer and unbeliever would both
unconsciously tend to fill up the gap of memory in their
own way. The believer would sometimes see evidence of
spirit. communications where none existed, and the disbe-
liever would find fraud where there was none. Indeed, it
was exceedingly difficult to obtain g good unprejudicéd state-
ment of fact. It would be wise for students to hold their
Judgment in suspense regarding the genuineness or fraudu-
lence of a medium until such time as they had checked
their observation by repeated experiment either alone or
with others. They must, as a College, seek to fit certain
individual students to .become worthy investigators, who
would learn how to avoid the pitfalls and errors of the past

(Continued on page 708.)
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

Conducted by H. W. Engholm, Editor of the Vale Owen Soripts.

week answers will appear on page.

for reply.

MUSIC AS A HEALING AGENCY.

GeoreE C.—There is no doubt about the healing qualities
of that music which, as the poet assures us, has power to
soothe the savage breast. We have referred to the matter
several times in LIGHT in connection with experiments made
to test the effect of music on sick people. No doubt the
matter did not go far because there is always a tendency
on the part of cranks and enthusiasts to run their pet sub-
ject to death by representing it as a universal remedy. It
is obvious that music will not cure a hroken leg. It is also
obvious that in many—not all—cases of sickness, music will
have a soothing effeet on the mind, and so, indirectly,
benefit the body. We have known cases in which under the
influence of music a high pulse has leen reduced. As a
~means of healing or soothing a troubled mind music has
an important place, and where it can be used it is likely
to be a valuable adjunct to other means of cure. But we
should be chary of making any extravagant claims for it.

ATONEMENT AND PERMITTED ILL,

P. B. B.—On the question of permitted ill I doubt if the
Deity has placed it within the power of any human being
to do permanent injury to any other. It is well that we
should use our utmost endeavour to atone for any harm we
have wrought. We have not put our own sin away until
we have made what reparation lies within our power. It
is right that we should know no peace till we have done
this. It is well also that we should suffer lifelong regret for
the ill we have done which we are personally unable ever to
set right, and which appears indeed to be irreparable. But
to suppose that it is irreparable merely because we are un-
able to repair it, or that the Infinite Father would put it
within the power of any one of his thoughtless children to
imperil the whole of another’s future welfare or do any-
thing outside His own power to put right is inconceivable.
Where we fail He will surely employ other agencies, and
not suffer His ends to be defeated for lack of effective in-
struments for their achievement. It is our loss and pain
‘that others have to be chosen to remedy ills we would
fain remedy ourselves. : .

PHYSICAL DEFECTS AND THE FUTURE LIFE.

_ E. S.—TIt is understood that the spiritual body does not
perpetuate the defects of the physical one. The life no
longer has to express itself through faulty channels. The
twisted leg is straightened, the diseased brain, which warped
the action of the mind here, is replaced by one of more
perfect mould. All the reasoning we apply to the matter
and all the testimony which reaches us from those who,
having ‘‘passed on,’”’ are sufficiently advanced to have mas-
tered the conditions of their new state, confirm this con-

Ourreadersareasked to write us on all questions relating to Psychic and Spiritual Matters, Phenomena,
&oa,, in fact, everything within th%lll'iasngq of our subject on which they require an authoritative reply. Every

‘We do not hold ourselvesresponsiblefor manuscripts or.%hotographs unlesssent to us in registered envelope,
and all communications requiring a personal answer must

e accompanied by a stamped, addressed envelope

clusion. You speak particularly of insanity, and we re-
cognise that, so far as we know, this may not always be
caused by diseased states of the physical brain itself. A
spirit on its first passing over may be as subject to wild
anxiety, excessive grief, gespair, anger and other disorderly
mental conditions as- when on earth. Insanity is a wide
term. We are told that there are spirits on the other side
so dull of perception and so much the abject slaves of the
false teaching they received on earth, that they are still
looking for a physical resurrection and a literal Judgment
Day. This to us is just as insane as some of the ideas which
are generally recognised as lunacy on earth.

MR. JAMES COATES AND HIS WORK.

C. MacKenziE.—We cannot give you more than a Dbrief
outline of Mr. James Coates’ career. Although at an ad-
vanced age, he is still active and vigorous and we hope that
the event which will call for a biographical sketch of him
is still far distant. We believe he has resided during most
of his life in Scotland, and in his earlier days was an au-
thority on hypnotism and allied subjects. He is a past
master in many departments of psychical inquiry, notably
psychic photography. His books, which deal with these sub-
jects, are published by L. N. Fowler and Co., and include,
amongst others, ‘“‘Photographing the Invisible,”’ ‘‘Seeing the
Invisible,” ‘“Human Magnetism,”” and ‘‘Psychical Phe-
nomena.” Perhaps we may get Mr. Coates to give us
a little sketch of his life and experiences. It is hound to
be intensely interesting. He has seen so much and met so
many, and his conclusions are sound and shrewd, for he has
that gift of humour that keeps the mind sane and the judg-
ment true.

PSYCHIC PHOTOGRAPHY.

MR. Joun T. RanpoLPH asks me to enlighten him with
regard to Mr. Traill Taylor’s helief in the truth of psychic
photography, and wishes to know whether spirit photo-
graphs have been produced under stereoscopic conditions.
As to the first point, I can only refer my correspondent to
Mr. Traill Taylor’s published statements of how with his
own camera, and not allowing the plate to go out of his
own hands until after development, he obtained psychic
extras. Also he used stereoscopic plates, hut while in the
result the two sitters were stereoscopic the psychic figure
was absolutely flat. Mr Traill Taylor made the important
discovery that the psychic figure in one was af least a milli-
metre higher than in the other. From that he deduced,
what has since been abundantly proved in many cases, that
the psychic images had not been formed by the lens at all.
These and other particulars will be found in ‘“The Veil
Lifted,”” by Mr. Andrew Glendinning.

Plain, but very good
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and thus raise the whole subject of psychic science, and fit
it ‘to become 'more and more a profitable study to the
" general public. Afflicted humanity throughout the world
. needed the message that psychic science could. give by
bringing it to a knowledge of.the laws of its own soul, laws
in which to-day it was totally uninstructed. .

“While many were seeking to bring a new social system
info existence the words of Lessing must be impressed upon
them more and more, that ‘“The beginning of all improve-
ment was the improvement of the soul.”” The freedom of
thought and experiment enjoyed to-day had never been
equalled, and the onortunit‘y for advance must be seized,
for materialism still rode triumphant, and ignorant eccle-
siasticism had not yet been defeated. Those convinced of
the truth of spirit return were still the pace-makers of
the new era, and their tracks were being continually deep-
ened and strengthened by the slower movements.of science
and religion. Let all students continue to value at ifs highest
{:151 new revelation, and the world would soon rejoice in the
ight, - . .

SUNDAY’S SOCIETY MEETINGS.

These notices are confined to annou,ncomenfs of meetings on the coming

Sunday, with the addition only of other engagements In the same
week, Theyare charged at the rate of 1s. for two lines (including the
name of the soclety) and 8d. for every additional line,

Lewisham.—Limes Hall, ILimes Grove.—11.15, puabiic
circle; 6.30, Miss Violet Burton. Wednesday, 7.45, propa-
ganda meeting; address and clairvoyance by Mrs. A
Jamrach, i ‘

Croydon.—Harewood Hall, 96, High-sireet.—11, Mr.
Percy Scholey; 6.830, Mr. Percy Scholey. :

1, Mrs. Hull; 6.30, Mr, .E. Meads.

—1
ﬁrighton.—Athenwum "Hall—11.15 and

A.

7, Mr. .
Boddington; 3, Lyceum. Monday, 8, healing. Wednesday,

8, Mr. A. Cran%p. - . .
Shepherd’s Bush.—178, Becklow-road.—11, public circle;
7, Mr. W. E. Walker. Thursday, 8, Mr. Spiers.
Holloway.—Grovedale Hall, Grovedale-road (near High-
gate Tube_Station).—To-day (Saturday), 7.80, whist drive
in aid of Building Fund. Sunday, 11, Mr, Geo.' Prior; 3,
Lyceum (Mr. Drinkwater); 7, Mr. A. Vout Peters. Monday,
8, ‘public circle (members only). Wednesday, 8, Mrs,
Graddon Kent, address and clairvoyance. Friday, 8, free

healing class.
H. Boddington.

Peckham.—Lausanne-road.—7, Mr.
Thursda}r, 8.15, Mrs. M. Clempson. : .
St. John’s Spiritual Mssion, Woodberry Grove, North

Finchley (opposite tram depot).—17, Mr. H. W. Engholm. -

Wednesday, 8, Mr. T. W. Ella.
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SIR WILLIAM BARRETT, F.R.8. .
It is an expert physiciet’s Examination of the Phenomena of
Spiritualism and of the Evidence for Burvival after Death.
Cloth, 338 pages, 8s. net. post free.

THE ARCANA OF SPIRITUALISM.
A Text-Book of Spiritualism. By HUDSON TUTTLE
Cloth, 300 pages, 7s. 0d., post free.

MAN'S SURVIVAL AFTER DEATN. ]
Or the OTHER SIDE of LIFE in the LIGHT of SCRIPTURE, HUMAN
EXPERIENCE and MODERN RESEARCH.
By Rav. CHAS. L. TWEEDALE.
Cloth, 582 pages, 11s. 3d.

““GONE WEST.”
Three Narratives of After-Death Experiences.
. 8. M. WARD, B.A.
Cloth, 359 pages, 6s. 6d.
THE REALITY OF PSYCHIC PHEHOMENA,
Raps, Levitations, &o.
By W. J. CRAWFORD, D.8o.,
Lecturer in Mechanical Engineering, the Mnnloi?l Teohnical
Institute, Belfast; Extra-Mural Lecturer in Mechanical Engineering,
Queen’s University of Belfast, &o. :
The absorbing record of a long series of scientific experiments,
giving uton.lahﬁ:g results, and leading to most remarkable conola-
sions. The book will surely mark an epoch in scientific literature.
Cloth, illustrated, 246 pages, 6s. 6d., post free.

EXPERIMENTS IN PSYCHICAL SCIENCE,
LEVITATION, * CONTACT" and the ‘* DIRECT VOICE.”
By W. J. CRAWFORD, D.8o.

Cloth, 101 pages, 6s. 6d. net.

THE PSYGHIC STRUGTURES AT THE CGOLICHNER CIRCLE.
By W.J. CRAWFORD, D.8c.

Further experiments which followed those described in his two
former books. The results obtained are worthy to rank in importance
with eny scientific discovery of the nineteenth or twentleth century,
and justify the great interest shown in the previous work of th
and gifted investigator With Introductory Note by Editor

1
of “ Light.”
es Many plate photographs showing some of the more
portant phenomena. 11s. net, post free.

THE GATE OF REMEMBRANCE.
The Story of the Psychological Experiment which resulted in the
Discovery of the Edgar Chapel at Glastonbury.
By FREDERICK BLIGH BOND.
Cloth, fllustrated. 176 pages, 8s. 3d., post free.

THE EARTHEN VESSEL.

A Volume dealing with 8pirit Communications received in the form
of Book-Tests. By LADY GLENCONNER. With a Preface by SIBR
OLWVER LODGE,

Cloth, 156 pages, 8s. 6d., post free.
THE MIHISTRY OF ANGELS.
Here and Beyond.
By MRS. JOY SNELL (A Hospital Nurse).
Fifth Edition, 174 pages, 28. 23d.; post {ree.

PHOTOCRAPHIHC THE INVISIBLE.
Practical Studles in Spirit Photogrephy, Spirit Portraiture, end
other Rare and Allted Phenomena. By JAMES COATES, Ph.D., F.A.8.
With 8 photographs. Cloth, 1ls. :

PRIVATE DOWDINC.

A &mn record of the after-death experiences of a soldier killed in
the Great War. And some questions on world issues answered by the
meseenger who taught him wider truths. .

With Notes by W. T. P.
Cloth, 2s. ¢d. net, post free.

. THE CHURCH AND PSYCNICAL RESEARCN.
A Layman’s View. By GEORGE E. WRIGHT.
oth, 147 pages, 3s. 0d., post free.
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PITEOUS PLIGHT OF INNOCENT CHL N

Have Mercy Upon These Victims of the Most Terrible Visitatio

Actions—not Words—are Needed, and

at O'née,.‘ for ‘whi'lfe'.,\'wr'_e g

Perish who might hayé, otherwise been Saved. - .

T MMEDIATE action only can save the lives of Russia’s ot thélintarnal' conditions in R ps 1m0 v
—e - - . o P T T more quslified to speak authorit: r Nansen.
smck?n little ones. While the s1tuat.19n is d-ls . Crarged with the control of the R wyr
cussed, while the man in the street talks, while commit-  Relief, Doctor Nansen hasstudied ditiond frst
tees are formed, children die in thousands. While you - and his statement thereon is emph o
read theése words of appeal—while the awful story is _“Hondreds of thousands of R ) dying and "
being unfolded to you—children are dying, and in_ their _millions E{;u‘o are throatened with the 1 peromdel
death agony they turn their eyes towards you in piteous. . """‘SWLY by ‘:i‘:l’.""“%?":“-d 9%"‘" mau y N'!'d'- |
| Must babies languish and perish while Buch is the verdiet on tHSA? . o
and mute appeal ! Mus s lang p one of the world’s most “famous 1 the oo
the eternal talk and conversations goon? . ditions prevalent in that stricken. ¢ 1-how lite
No! -a thousand times No ! S : : children hourly go to their death, can nent looger
- Prejudices. and Politics must ‘e relegated to the stand on orie side and let- them die Wi iftonnn
heap whil Save the Children S them from a horrible doom ? o ,
scrap eap whiie we dave the . i ; o Such Illpli&‘l“‘ |
Was ever human story RS ot they w
mors pitiable or heartrending .-t the e ;nd m1
than the following extract? , :ﬁ:; ot |
It is not the vapid outpouring . 'Hay snd gl
of a political fanatic, but the ¢ U yow .
cool studied story of an inde- i ] %rmm_w- j
' i . tims . Famine
pendent T}fy%\yxtn?ss who o e L. il
writes in The imes :— ) . 4 0 with wrrible e |
‘TOO0 EXHAUSTED TO YooY t};;len( mAsofhu“n; |
MOVE . o . ‘have A opcomtt |
) A3 r -.andf arable
. . TUsually there is no pro- to a1 P
tection from the sky whatever. " T U We
In uncouth tents the whole family *. Londor
is herded together ; old men with LN Sahara
emaciated bodies and eyes that ‘ gf Re
are .scarcely 'seen in their i bﬁi”é
death's heads of what ougbt " jshed
to be faces, women hardly ) Tailli
able to step from. ‘ome side A ‘sand
of the shelter -to the other, and _'Zﬁ}j ling.
children—innumerable children == Listen
sitting listlessly on the ground = Sag:;tgu
too exhausted tomove, totallor  _—, )
toplay. . . ond all the time fl 32:2;2::
they grow thinner and thinner. -\ Fidden
Some of them die and the rest ) voices g
get ready to follow them—The ﬁ,{,}, ~ ‘closer,
Times, September 19th. - 7. though
- " like aol
BRITISH DISTRESS. ﬁ 7' - Wastes
The “Save the Children = — BRITE
pand. pew aspuberiols | T =y = - row
4 v o .t
Coilef of British Chiidren. | = / e = _ ._E
Al WP o530 mevet.of | | — - s B
ma - . . N - " ot -
Th ds of t families aft ds lesst th tes L N
may rest assured that sn T o Food retarn to theif homes Jendering atmlessly, SO o succamb—s | The administrators
Chila Rellef. . victims of the terrible pangs of husger. Ohldo not delay your Mercy Gift-—Time the Childrén- ‘.l'ﬂﬂ -
is so precious. Delay means l.;vcsI.ost.v_hlchmiththavebeenSlved. Remember -] “are all Britons withsn
ison ledge of Russis. They,

itis the little ones that suffer;most andit

their behalf this urgent appeal is made.
——" foed theichildrensnd

The plight of Russia’s children
is deplorable. It has never been
equalled in the history of the world, Famine is
taneous disaster, but aslow inevitable machine of death gradu~
ally but surely taking off “its victims. In some parts there has
been a fraotion of a crop—less than .the seed corn sown being
garnered, - :

This has but mocked and extenuated the sufferings of the
children by postponing their end by but & week or two. '

. Thousands of peasant families after wandering aimless]y across
the wastes in search of food return to their homes to die. They
are already lessened in number, for many have dropped expiring by
the wayside—succumbing $o the pangs of hunger.

Some have met death in the awful pestilence that sweeps the
and, and the terrible crits of children in the excruciating pains of
dysentery ring in the ears of those who are left. And what of these

poor remaining souls? They stagger to all that remains of their .

homes, and passers-by see
WHOLE FAMILIES DEAD UPON THEIR

DOORSTEPS.

The sight is revolting and terrible. Those who now look ‘on
- know that as surely as night follows day their own end cannot
be one whit less shocking.

not an instan- -

« interference, . .The sl
of Lord Weardale is a definite guarantee that'the o0d-wil
starving children. You know that whatever you s{!e,twﬂh
ihe Children Fund ” will feed the helpless babes just 88

ourself would feed them if the tiny mites were clamo!

ee. With such an assurance you surely ~==* hesita

longer. You cannof possibly delay your
dooms more children to an early and °
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