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London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd. , The British College of Psychic Science,

5, QUEEN SQUARE, SOUTHAMPTON ROW , W.O. 1.

TELEPHONE : MUSEUM 5106.

...

The ‘ Library and Reception Rooms are open from 10_to 6 (except

Saturdays) for the use of Members and their friends. The Librarian

and the Secretary are in attendance daily. Members please note that
tea and biscuits can be obtained between 3.30 and 4.30 , for which a

nominal charge will be made.

TEL. ] 59, HOLLAND PARK, LONDON, W. II. ( PABK 4709

Hon. Prinoipal J. HEWAT MAKENZIL.

Best equipped Centre for the study of Psychic Science in Britain .

Opportunities for practicalExperiment, Library, Reading Rooms.Healing

Treatment and Instruction CourseinHealing by Mr. W. S. Hendry.
Diagnosis and Treatinent by Mrs. Ogilvie, the Scotch Seer, by appoint

ment, at the College during August.

Public Clairvoyance.

Friday, July 22nd, at 8 p.m. MRS. MARRIOTT .

Tuesday, July 26th, at 3-30 p.m. MRS. BRITTAIN .

Friday, July 29th , no meeting.

The College will be closed from July 29th to September 19th .

New Syllabus will be ready early in September upon application to Hon.
Sec. (postage 1ja. )

Town Members — Entrance fee, £ 2 25.; annual subscription. £ 338.

Country Members—Entrance fee, £1 1s.; annual subscription , £2 28 .

Important Notice to Intending Members.

You can become a Member for the remaining half of this

year for Ten shillings and sixpence providing you also pay

your subscription of One Guinea for 1922 at the same time.

Marylebone Spiritualist Association, Ltd.,
STEINWAY HALL , LOWER SEYMOUR STREET, W. 1 .

SUNDAY NEXT, July 24, at 6.30 p.m. MRS. E. A. CANNOCK.

Welcome to all . Admission free. Collection .

Steinway Ball is within two minutes' walk of Selfridge's, Oxford St.

Spiritualists and inquirers are invited to join the Association .

The London Spiritual Mission,

13 , Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W.

NOTE.-The Temple will be closed for decorations

to August 21st.

THE BUDDHIST SOCIETY

Public Meetings are suspended until further notice.

Lectures on Buddhism to other societies are now being

booked for the coming autumn and winter.

Those interested in the subject should write to THE

GENERAL SECRETARY, THE BUDDHIST SOCIETY, 41,

Great Russell Street, London, W.C.1.
Publications :

“ THE BUDDHIST REVIEW "

A Quarterly, containing valuable and authoritative articles.

Sample copies, 1/2 . Yearly Subscription, 4/8.

“LOTUS BLOSSOMS ”

A collection of the sublimest utterances of the Buddha.

Gives a clear outline of the meaning of Buddhism , drawn from

the original sources. Price 7d. post free.

PSYCHO -THERAPY

(DRUGLESS MENTAL HEALING ).

Neurasthenia, Neuralgia, Insomnia, Epilepsy, Shell-shock and

other nerveand functional disorders curable by Suggestion.

Health and Happiness restored by a simple, natural, yet

scientific method. Booklet 7d.

Dr.C. G.SANDER , F.R.P.8 ., D.Chrom ., D.Bo.

56, BROMPTON ROAD, LONDON , 8.W.3.

Phone : Kensington 6379, Consultations andcorrespondence.
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The " W. T. Stead ” Library and Bureau ,

80a, Baker Street, W.

Hours 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. (Closed Saturdays and Sundays. )

Restaurant 12 noon to 6 p.m. Tuesdays 12 to 9 .

Tuesday, July 26th, at 7 MISS MOCREADIE.

1

Thursday afternoon meetings discontinued during July.

Dr. Vanstone, Devotional Group,July28th , at 6 p.m.Members Free. Visitors 18 .

Wimbledon Spiritualist Mission .

BROADWAY HALL (through passage between 4 & 5, The Broadway ). MEMPHIS AIDS TO PSYCHIC DEVELOPMENT,

Sunday, July 24th , at 11 a.m.

6.30 p.m.

Wednesday, July 27th, 3 p.m., Healing Circle,

MR. F.J. JONES.

MRS. PODMORE.

Treatment, 4 to 5 ,

MR . & MRS. LEWIS .

MRS. F. KINGSTONE

MEMPHIS CRYSTALS, 108. 6d . , 16s, 6d., £ 1 1s . post frao.

MAGNETIC MIRRORS. 48. Bd. and 108. each post freo,

QUIJA BOARD8. superior to Planchettes, 78. and 18., ed.

SEANCE TRUMPETS FOR DIRECT VOICE, etc., 78.

Prompt Delivery .

M. P. BOOTH, 14a, Clifton Street, Cardio .

7.30

Brighton Spiritualist Brotherhood ,

Old Steine Hall, 52a, Old Steine, Brighton .

July 24th , 25th and 26th ,Speaker and Demonstrator,

MISS FLORENCE MORSE.

Worthing Branch - West Street Hall, Worthing - Sunday, MR.
R. RRAILEY.

Worthing Spiritualist Mission ,

St. Dunstan's Hall, Tarring Crossing, W. Worthing.

THE PRINCE OF WALES THEATRE .

(By ki nd permission of Mr. Andre Charlot and Me88T8. Yearsley & De Groot ).

ONE SPECIAL MATINEE

(Under the auspices of THE UNION OF EAST AND WEST)

TUESDAY, JULY 26th , at 2.30 p.m.

An Occult Play, “ AFFINITIES."

By ZULA MAUD WOODHULL.

The scientific interpretation of occult forces and the consequent subtie
influence of one life on another are for the first timo dramatically

expressed in this play.

CAST INCLUDES WELL-KNOWN ARTISTS .

Tickets (including Tax ) -Stalls, 11s.; DressCircle, 8s. 60.;Upper Circle,
5s . 9d.; Pit, 3s. ; Gallery, Is . 60.-- can be obtained at the Box Office and

usual Booking Agencies, or from Miss Clarissa Miles, 59, Egerton

Gardens, S.W.3. Telephone: 802 Western .

Sunday, July 24th . 6.30 p.m.

Wednesday, July 27th , 3 p.m. & 6.30 p.m....

MRS. HEATH.

MRS. HEATH .

MRS. FAIRCLOUGH SMITH, the well-known Mystic,
who has just returned from a six months' tour in U.S.A., is giving

a series of addresses on the Human Aura and Colour, with some

demonstrations , in the North Drawing Room, The Royal Pavilion

Brighton , on Sundays at 11 a.m.and 6.30 p.m. , commencing July 24th.

All welcome. Silver collections to defray expenses .

CURATIVE SUGGESTION.
Communion and Fellowship : By H. A. DALLAS

Introduction by Sir W. F. BARRETT. A book to help the

realisation of fellowship with friends Obtainable

Office of Light, 2/2 post free.

unseen .

MR. ROBT. McALLAN,

who has had many years' experience in the treatment of Moral,

Mental and Nervous Disorders . and Functional Troubles, with and

without Hypnosis, offers his services to suffertrs._Insomnia , Neuras

thenia, Obsessions, Depression: Self-conscious Fears, etc. , quickly

yield to this method of treatment. — 4, Manchester Street, w. 1.

Phones : Mayfair 1396, Croydon 1888. Explanatory brochure post free.

The Gem Home Turkish Bath .

A simpleand pleasantmethod of obtaining that perfect cleanlinessofbody

whichshould be helpful in establishing communication with the Spiri.

tual. Theidea is worthy ofa trial. The Bath is alsoa powerful preven.

tative of disease . The Editor of the "English Mechanic " says “ We

strongly recommend readers, suffering from Rheumatism , Neuralgia,

Liver troubles, Skin disease, Dyspepsia . Insomnia, to get one. They
will never regret the outlay." Booklet free, GEM SUPPLIES Co , Desk ii,

67 , Southwork Street, London, S.E.I.

“ Home Circles " (3rd Thousand). Post free 3 d .

“ The Larger Spiritualism ” (4th Thousand). Post free 5d .

“ Spiritualism- Its Principles Defined ." Post free 24d .

“ The Place of Jesus Christ in Spiritualism ” ( 7th

Thousand). Post free 5d.

By RICHARD A. Bush, F.C.8. Obtainable from author at

Morden, Surrey. The four booklets post free 1 /2fd .

PLANCHETTE . Useful for developing the power of
Automatic Writing. Polished Mahogany board, BrassAttings,

with Ivorinewheels, complete in box, 81 post free. SMITH &

PHILLIPS, 26, Corporation Street, MANCHESTER .
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What “ Light” Stands For.

1 )

1

" LIGAT " proclaims a belief in the existence and life

of the spirit apart from , and independent of, the

material organism , and in the reality and value of in

telligent intercourse between ' spirits embodied and

spirits discarnate. This position it firmly and consis

tently maintains. Its columns are open to a full and

free discussion - conducted in the spirit of honest, cour.

teons, and reverent inquiry - its only aim being, in the

words of its motto, " Light ! More Light ! " ,

tical shapes. His latest contribution to social economics

is his book, “ Capital and Labour: Their Duties and

Responsibilities, " the note of which is struck in the

Introduction :

The great need of to -day is to spiritualise industry,

politics and democracy for universal service, to abolish mean,

sordid, grasping selfishness , and substitute the Gospel of
Love.

A practical business man , Mr. Walter Jones dis

cusses capital , credit, finance, income, labour, etc. , mak

ing many telling quotations from leading writers on

these questions, and outlines a scheme of financial

reconstruction , which we naturally cannot enter upon

here. We are none the less fully alive to the bearing of

Spiritualism upon reform , trusting to its general prin

ciples to outwork themselves in the multitudinous

details which can only be adequately handled by ex

perts. It is sufficient for the present to note that in

the case of Mr. Walter Jones and other leading business

men those principles are bearing fruit. They are realis

ing the truth of Ruskin's observation, that the chief

wealth of a nation is happy, healthy men and women .

The cultivation of such a harvest is its “ chief industry .”

NOTES BY THE WAY.

the one Spirit's plastic stress

Sweeps through the dull dense world , compelling there

All new sucoessions to the forms they wear;

Torturing the unwilling dross that checks its ' flight

To its own likeness , as each mass they bear ;

And bursting in its beauty and its might

From trees and beasts and men into the Heaven's light .

-SHELLEY ( " Adonais"' ).

* * *

)

we

There is a story of a French peasant who, on being

brought before the nobleman on whose estate he had

been poaching, was asked what he had to say in defence

of his conduct. “ I must live,” said the poacher, to

which the nobleman made the historic tort , “ I do

not see the necessity. ” We are in no such position as

regards our own reason for existence , knowing that to

thousands of readers it is an article of faith that LIGIIT

is indispensable. Apart from that, we have an assured

conviction that, come weal, come woe , the
powers that

bave sustained us so long and through so many chances

and changes will carry us safely through all that may

yet betide. But if we have no ambition to " flare,

are strongly indisposed merely to " ficker,” and that

is a matter very much in our own hands and in those

of our many friends. We aspire to be thoroughly self

supporting - we desize the glorious privilege of being

independent," in material resources as well as in our

opinions. That is why we desire ardently to support

Mr. Engholm's remarks in LIGHT last week on the

“ Publicity Bonds' which are to provide themoney that

shall make Light zmore widely known and make it a

power in the Press . There are those who design to

benefit us by will at their death , and while we wish

them long life ,” in the Irish fashion , there are others

to whom , as regards our needs , we commend the ex .

cellent American motto : " Do it now !”

Mr. Geo. Cole (Gateshead ), writing on the subject

of ectoplasm , says: --

I was greatly struck with Madame Bisson's theory of the

functionof mediumship set out by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

in the " Weekly Dispatch ” of the 10th inst . “ Her conclusion

is,” he says , “ that Eva acts the part which a ' detector'.

plays when it turns the Hertzian waves, which are too short

for our observacion , into slower ones which can become

audible. Thus, Eva breaks up certain currents and renders

them visible . '' And he might have said , " renders them

tangible as well .

Sir Arthur concludes, “ One dimly sees a new explana

tion of mediumship . Light seemsa colourless thing until

it passes through a prism and suddenly reveals colour in
the world . "

Can we not also see in this luminous suggestion of

Madame Bisson an explanation of the whole material uni.
verse ? What is it but that certain beings ranging from

the electron up to man are slowing down etheric waves

in the initial processes of their evolution, so as to involve

oven our human consciousness in what “ Lieutenant-Colonel'

in Light ( p . 441 ) calls the “ material shadows" playing in

three dimensions of space ?

We agree with Mr. Cole that there is promising

material here for science, and we are glad to observe

that some of the more advanced scientific investigators

are taking up the subject seriously.

1

6 )

* * * *

Mr. Walter Jongs of Stourbridge, whom many of

his friends were pleased to meet at the Garden Party ,

bears a name well-isnown not only in Spiritualism but

in the engineering world where he has carried out much

valuable work in the direction of sanitation . He is also

known by his writings on social reform , and his

activities in that direction have taken some very prac

THE “ LIGHT' PUBLICITY BONDS.- We have reason to be.

lieve that the scheme for supporting and extending our

journal is meeting with favour, and that in future those

who take the Bonds will have reason to cungratulate them

selves on their action in becoming associatedwith the prime
movers in a great work . Others unable to support the

Bond scheme are reminded that the LIGHT Development

Fund is in existence to supplement the Bond enterprise.
A TRIBUTE TO “ Light. ” — “ I have been a subscriber for

a couple of years to your journal which I find not only in
teresting, but most stimulating and encouraging .

Its

whole tone is both lofty and thought-inducing, and in

creasey one's sense of tho augustness of life, the greatness

of human destiny, and also of the depth of man's respon

sibility . I wish Light and its high -souled and scholarly

contributors every success in their good mission .''- From

J. H. ASKINS , M.B.

Ligbt " can be obtained at all Bookstalls

and Aewsagents ; or by Subscription,

22 - per annum .



470 ( July 38 1991.LIGHT

WHY SPIRIT 'NAMES ARE HARD TO

COMMUNICATE.

BY ARTHUR J. WOOD.

One of the problems that has puzzled enquirers into the

phenomena of spirit communication is that of the apparent

difficulty in the transmission of names . Judging from the

almost universal experience of cases of this nature, there

seems to be some hindrance of a very real kind , and a clue

to its character would no doubt be as interesting as it

would be welcome.

Apart from those instances where the names given are

obviously false, and due , presumably, to the vanity or

wilful deceit of malicious spirits, there are other and more

genuine cases where the communicators seem to be really

handicapped in disclosing their identity, and even display

a reluctance to do so.

Readers of “ Raymond " will remember the ingenious

theory that Sir 0 . Lodge advances to account for the

difficulty — that it may be due to the gradual fading away

of earth memories ; and he points out that a similar failing

is not unknown to ourselves in recalling names ; which is

very true , especially in our attempts to recall other people's

names, but would scarcely seem to be the case with regard

to our own . His theory , in default of a better one, answers

up to a certain point , but is not altogether satisfactory, as

he himself would no doubt be the first to admit . May I offer

a solution which seems to clear up the mystery so completely

that there need be no further cause for perplexity .

But before doing so , let me ask the reader's attention to

a few passages in the valuable Vale Owen Messages where

this name difficulty is discussed . I cannot give the refer

enges in the published volumes to the passages adduced ;

I take the extracts from the messages as they appeared in

the “ Weekly Dispatch .” To save space I use the following

contractions : “ V. 0." for Mr. Vale Owen and “ C." for

the communicator,

The italics are my own , for the purpose of emphasising

their connection with the proffered solution .

>

I.

earth name fading, and at last almost, or quite, vanishing
from the memory.

It will be observed from the above extracts that the

difficulty is , perhaps, not so much one of transmission, as

of transcription or translation ; for the speech of angels,

according to. Swedenborg, is a language of ideas ; and he

states that more can be expressed in one angelic word than

by a thousand in human language . Hence it is that all

communication between that world and this is a communica

tion of the ideas of thought, andmust fall into such ex

pressions of human languageas are best able to convey them .
This is very clearly explainedin the recent Stead messages,

from which I extract the following from amongst other

passages bearing on the same subject :

" I communicate with you by the intermediary of your

spiritual self—as one intelligence with another. I do not
transmit words. I speak to you in thelanguage of spirits ;

that is to say , I think , and the vibrationsof my thoughts

are transmitted by the intermediary of our spiritual

bodies . Your spiritual body then gives consciousness of
my thoughts to your brain, and you translato these

thoughts into corresponding written expressions."

This is very interesting and instructive, because Sweden

borg , long before telepathy or thought-transmission was

ever dreamed of , said : -

" All the thoughts of man diffuse themselves into the

spiritual world inevery direction , much in the same way as

the rays of light are diftused from flame."

And this , he remarks, whether man be still an inhabitant

of this world or the next . Here we have the clue both to

telepathy and to spirit communication ; for we may be sure

that spirits have far more control over thought and its

direction than we have .

So far , so good. It must be obvious that ideas or

ihoughts, as such, have nothing in common with language,

as such . Ideas , which in themselves are mentalor spiritual,

may be " materialised ” in as many different ways as there

are human languages or symbols adequate to express them .

But let us return to the name difficulty . I think its

solution is contained in the following passage taken from
Swedenborg's " Apocalypse Explained, paragraph No.
676 :---

" All in the spiritual world are named according to the

quality of their life; thus with a difference within the

societies, and without them. Within the societies the

quality of the state of everyone's life is constant ; but before

man comes into that society which accords with his ruling

love , he is named agrecably to the idea and perception of

the quality of the respective states through which he passes. ”

Now it is very clear from the above that, apart from

the difficulty of communicating a name indicative of one's
purely spiritual quality in any form comprehensible in

human language, there is the further difficulty that when a
,

much progressed spirit descends towards the earth sphere,
and to doso is obliged to alter his condition or quality, it

is quite in keeping with the beautiful laws of order and

harmony prevailing in those spheres, that a new name ex
pressive of his changed state should obtain , in order truth

fully to correspond to and represent it.

We catch a glimpse of the operation of the above law in

the second extract from the Vale Owen Messages, where

the communicator calling himself “ Arnel's expressly states

that he is knownby another name in a sphere superior.

Moreover, he was first known to Mr. Vale Owen as " Loader"

( a name obviously assumed for a purpose ), and we have even

a variant of " Arnel" in " Arnol, " so that we have here

four different symbols for the one personality. Is it there.

fore any wonder that, as in the first extract given, the

communicator should lay stress upon the difficulty of the

subject ?

But, with the statement of the Swedish seer before us,

we are now in a position to understand and appreciate the

extent of it ; especially as a single spiritual name may in .
clude such a number ofqualitative ideas as to altogether

exclude the possibility of any single natural word or idea

being able to express it — and to adopt circumlocutory

methods would hardly be a satisfactory proceeding.
There is one obvious lesson to be drawn from all this ;

and that is, that more attention ought to be paid to the

internal character of a message , and to a perception of its

truth through its agreement with other messages, rather

than toanyspecial name attached to it . In other words,
truth will bear witness of itself in the long run, and not

require the buttress of any particular cognomen to support
it .

V. 0 .: Why do you not give me his name ?

C.: His name is Arnol , but those riames sound so strange

to earth ears , and people are always trying to find out their

meaning, that we are rather shy of giving them . The

meanings are inostly incomprehensible to you .

V. 0.: What makes it so difficult for you to give names ?

C.: There is a difficulty in explaining the difficulty

from your point of view so apparently simple a matter ;

from our point of view there is a great deal in a name . The

mere utterance and transmission of some of these names is,

when we are in the earth region, a matter of more difficulty

than you would perhaps deem . It is a subject, however,

which is hard to emplain .

II .

V. 0.: Before you go, Leader , I would like you to tell

meyour name. Leader is the only name I know you by , and

it does not commend itself much to me.

C .: Well, well, my son, there is something in a name

withal, for all your good sage's dictum . I am known by

another name in those spheres which are to the Temple

superior. But in those below , I am called byname " Arnel.”

V. 0 .: My mother told me of one named “ Arnol . '

C .: There is no earth letter scheme to compass heavenly

I am he of whom your mother told you .names .

III .

V. 0.: I have been wanting to ask you their names, sir .

C .: Give them what names you will, my son , and those

shall serve for their identity .

V. 0 .: I have not thought of it.

C.: Well , think , and tell me. It were better you named

them, as I, who know their names, may not trans

cribe them for you . They could not be put down in your

letters.

IV .

V. 0 .: There seems to be a great difficulty in the trans

mission of names.
Why is this?

C .: As to earth names, they are remembered for a time

after transition by death ; but new names are given here to

the exclusion of earth names. This has the effect of the
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A BESSINET SEANCE .

We are indebted to Mr. Ernest Duxbury for the account

which we 'give below of a séance with Miss Ada Bessinet.

We are glad to have this opportunity of giving our readers

such a careful detailed record , in view of the widespread

interest in the séances for materialisation at which this

medium is giving such wonderful and convincing proofs of

the reality of psychic phenomena. Many who have been

fortunate enough to have a sitting with Miss Bessinet will ,

we are sure, appreciate this record , which will enable them

to compare these notes with their own experiences.
-

6

Record of a séance held at the British College of Psychic

Science , Holland Park , London , W. , on Thursday, May

26th , 1921 , at 5.30 p.m.

I was one of the sitters at the above-mentioned séance

given by Miss Ada Bessinet , of U.S.A. , under the auspices

of Mr. and Mrs. McKenzie , the Principal and Secretary re

spectively of the College .

There were present , besides the medium , sis ladies and

four gentlemen , and Mrs. McKenzie acted as leader of the

circle. The séance room , which was on the second floor of

the house, contained a large table, round which the sitters

seated themselves, as well as the medium , who had her

back to the fireplace in such a position that it would have

been difficult, if not impossible, for her to leave her chair

during the séance without attracting the attention of one
or other of the sitters on either side of her . One of the

gentlemen present searched the room to see that nothing,

was concealed there, and another locked the two doors

leading out of it, and kept the keys in his possession. On

the polished wood of the table were placed a tambourine , a

trumpet about three feet long, of megaphone shape , and

some sheets of paper and lead pencils. The medium was

not secured or tied up, the intention being to judge the

phenomena on their merits , and not to inhibit them by un

favourable conditions . When everything was ready, the

electric light was switched off by one of the gentlemen, and

the room remained in complete darkness . Mrs. McKenzie

set playing a large musical box , or gramophone , to give

favourable vibrations. She stated that the medium usually

fell quickly into the trance state , and remained very quiet
when in that condition .

The phenomena which followed fell into four phases , and

may be described accordingly. The first phase consisted of
miscellaneous phenomena. The hands of all the sitters had

been placed on the table , and shortly after the séance be

gan I distinctly felt a cool breeze playing over my hands.
This was also commented on by other sitters. Towards the

close of the séance it was more marked, and felt like an
actual wind . Trailing sparks of light now travelled in

curves over the table at intervals of a minute or two , fading

suddenly away, and giving the effect of fire -flies. This was

seen by myself and other sitters . Then the tambourine was

picked up and shaken vigorously , in time with the song

being played on the gramophone. I could hear it being

played vigorously, and travelling rapidly in the air above
the table round the inside of the circle. This was done on

several occasions .

A resonant male voice now accompanied one of the songs

on the gramophone, as also did a feminine voice for several
minutes. A variation was made by the accompaniment of

loud and distinct whistling in tune with the gramophone
song and for a short time soft whistling was heard without
any other accompaniment. The voices were heard by all

the sitters, as well as the whistling . Mrs. McKenzie stated

that the records for the gramophone were changed several

times by one of the medium's controls, without action on
her own part.

During this time the hands of many of the sitters were

touched in succession quickly round the table by what felt
like human hands . I was myself so touched on one hand

several times , and mentally requested that both my hands
should be touched together. This was subsequently done ,

both my hands being gently patted .

The second phase of the phenomena consisted of what

are known as materialisations. A mysterious light would

for a few seconds in the air above the

table , illuminating an object near it . On the first few occa
sions some of the sitters said they saw faces . I could not

myself for the first few minutes distinguish any faces,

though seeing the lights . At last, however, I saw clearly

the profile of a face, illuminated by its accompanying light.

I also saw plainly á face appear to a gentlemen near me ,

which he seemed to recognise as that of his son . Over what

seemed the centre of the table I also clearly distinguished

a face, and a form draped in white, extending to about the

waist . This was also seen by other sitters. Then I felt my

self touched, this being the indication that some one wished

to appear to me . The light lit up for a few seconds, and

I saw distinctly a pallid feminine face, looking as though

asleep . I could not, however , recognise it, and said so.
Several of the sitter's stated that it was the face of a

beautiful young lady . Again the light lit up , and I saw

once more the same beautiful face . This time I traced a

certain resemblance to a face I had either seen in life or

in a photograph, and formed a conjecture as to who it might

be . The gruff voice of the control, speaking through the

modium , noy told all the sitters to stand up and keep close

together, which was done. I then felt myself pulled strongly

forward over the table by the lapel of my coat, and what

felt like a hand was placed on my head , and at the same

time I felt a push in the back . I involuntarily leaned right

over the table, when the light lit up, and the same beautiful

face again appeared, remaining visible for a longer time
than usual.

Acting on my conjecture I then asked, “Is it Josephine ? ”

Immediately I was patted, apparently with pleasure, first
on the hand, and then on the head . I then asked, " Can

you smile ? " At once there was a marked movement of the

lips, but it was not very successful asa smile. To test again
my conjecture I once more asked, " Is it Josephine ?” I

then heard a weak voice answer, " Yes,” apparently coming

from the face . The lady on my left also said that she heard
this reply.

The “ Josephine" I had in mind was a beautiful girl who

died of consumption twenty-seven years ago, at the age

of twenty-five . I never saw or knew her in life, and only

chanced to see a photograph of her about three days before
the séance . I have known her only surviving sister for

many years, who had told me a great deal about her sister

Josephine , and I had some slight reason to suspect that

the latter took an interest in the welfare of her sister on

earth . It was largely the youth and beauty of the illu

minated face , as commented on by the other sitters, which

suggested to me that it might be Josephine . Her sister had

told me that Josephine was regarded by some people in her

lifetime as one of the most beautiful girls they had ever

seen . In reply to a question put by me to her, the lady on

my right said that the hair above thebeautiful face seen was

of a fair brown colour, and brushed back from the brow.

The sister of Josephine tells me that the latter's hair was

of a chestnut brown colour, and her photograph shows it

brushed back from the forehead . It is important to re

member that when the phenomena occurred the sitters

were all standing up round the table close together , that

the beautiful face appeared above the table only a few

inches away from my own, and that the gruff voice of the

control , who spoke through the medium's organism , always

appeared to come from the place where the medium was

seated at the beginning of the séance .

The third phase consisted of whispering voices through

the trumpet . A gentleman near me told me that he thought
he had talked with his son killed in the war . Another

gentleman also seemed convinced that he had held a brief

conversation with his deceased father. The trumpet eventu

ally touched my own hands, thus indicating that I was to

use it . I stood up , and as I did so the trumpet rose with

me above the table in what seemed a horisontal position at

right angles to the position of the medium , not being sup;

ported at the other end by myself. I placed the wide end

to my ear, and heard a hoarse whisper, which I could not

have recognised, saying : “ I am so pleased to come to you ,

I replied , “ Can you tell me who you are ?” The

whispered reply came back : “ Your mother." In speaking

myself I missed some words , but heard these sentences: "I

am giving all the help I can . I am giving you strength ,

and will try and write to you." I replied, " You mean to

night ? ” The power then seemed to fail, and the trumpet

was lowered to the table. While a gentleman near me was
using the trumpet, I listened intently, and could just hear

a faint whispering over the table at the far end of the

trumpet, but could not distinguish any words .

The fourth phase consisted of writing on the sheets of
paper on the table . The control asked the gentleman at

the right hand of the medium to keep his hand on hers, ap

parently to show that the writing was not done by her .

The paper and pencils could be heard moving on the table,

and the sound of very rapid writing was plainly audible.
At one time a faint light shone on the surface of the table.

The sheets of paper and the pencils were then pushed into
the hands of several of the sitters. A pencil and sheet of

paper were pushed into my hands, but when I asked , " Is

this for me ? ") it was at once removed and given to the lady

next to me . The control now stated that the power was

failing fast , and desired a change of sitters. The gentleman
on the right of the medium and myself both felt ourselves

touched , and changed places accordingly . The control then

asked that all hands should be removed from the table, but
that the two sitters on either side of the medium should

place their hands on hers . This was done . I then felt her

right hand give one or two convulsive tremors, and soon

afterwards the medium came out of the trance condition ,

and stated that she felt all right again .
The red light was first switched on , and afterwards the

white light, and it was then found that three of the sheets

of paper on the table bore written messages . The writing

was not very legible , but could for the most part be read ,

and conveyed some natural and coherent messages. I found

no writing purporting to come from my mother.

The medium then withdrew . Her face did not show any

heightened colour, and did not bear any sign of the dis

play of muscular exertion on her part . The séance lasted

about two hours,

dear. ”

suddenly appear

>
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THE PROBLEMS of SIN and SUFFERING .

An Examination in the Light of the Psychic Knowledge which

Investigation has Brought Us.

BY DR. ELLIS T. POWELL.

1

66

my sins1 SO the body

>

pose.

The annexed is a letter which recently But it will be seen that whereas the theo

reached me among a correspondence which logical doctrine of sin attributes to man an

has attained Gargantuan dimensions : inherent perversity of nature, supposed to

“ May an unknown correspondent venture
have been bequeathed' to him by Adam , the
fundamental Christian idea as expressed in

to thank you for tho lielp and encourage
hamartia is that of an unsuccessful effort to

ment which your writings have given him ?
achieve a given end. In a word, the basic

having the responsibility and privilege of
idea is completely in accord with what we

addressing Christian people week by week,
are told from the Other Side, viz . , that man

I write now to suggest , if I may, a subject
which is of supreme interest to every is a creature struggling upwards from very

Christian soul: a subject full of difficulties
humble beginnings, and that the course of

his struggles is also the record of his many

and subtleties, upon which I am sure you. As

have often meditated , and concerning which
failures to come up to the scratch .
Tennyson says : --

I should be most grateful for your considered
opinion. " I have climb'd to the shows of Age, and I

“ The subject which I specially wish to
gaze at a field in the Past,

commend to your notice is : What has Spirit
Where I sank with the body at times in

ualism to say on the problem ofthe relation
the sloughs of a low desire,

of Divine Forgiveness to Divine Punish
But I hear no yelp of the beast, and the Man

ment ? Does Divine Forgiveness carry with is quiet at last

it immunity from Punishment ? Does Dr. ELLIS T. POWELL . As he stands on the heights of his life with

the Atonement (if I repent) take away Author of a glimpse of a height that is higher .”
The Evolution

that the results of those The " sinking with at

sins are done- away with in the invisible
of the Money Market."

times ” represents the instances of hamartia

worlds ? When Christ said : “Thy sins be for in the careers of every one of us. " If

given thee , ' did it mean that the hearer would not be we say that we have no hamartia we deceive ourselves, and
punished for past sins in the world to come ? When the the truth is not in us: but if we confess our missings of

sinner repents, and is 'absolved ,' what exactly happens? There the mark, God is faithful and just to forgive us our missings
is grave difference ofopinion on this subject among humble of the mark , and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness .

Christian people, and it would be most helpful to learn ( I. John , i . , 8 and 9.).

what a Christian Spiritualist like yourself thinks on this And now that we know what hamartia really meant, let

vexed problem . How is Thy sins be forgiven thee' to be us endeavour to get an equal clarity of comprehension with

interpreted in the light of"Whatsoever a man soweth that
shall he also reap '?

regard to forgiveness. As before, I keep to the New Testa
ment. Here two verbs bear the whole burden of the work," I

and the first , as we shall see, is not to our immediate pur
tionswithuld willingly share my own thoughts and convic

you on this subject, if this letter were not already This is charizomai, which means " I am gracious to
too long ; but I hope you will not think that I am exceeding a person ,, " and does not contain the basic significance of

a stranger's privilege in asking you to take ( if possible ) an forgiveness at all. It rather signifies the answer of a person
early opportunity of sharing with your readers in LIGHT

to whom you apologise for having inadvertently inconve
what you think is true and profitable for us to know on a nienced him , his answer being that the apology is accepted.

problem which is dark and difficult to many souls." For instance , in Luke vii., 43, we have the story of the

In this, as in every instance which involves an investiga- money -lender who had two debtors, one owing him £ 50

tion of the psychic regions of Christianity , we must get and the other £5. As they were unable to pay be freely

right down to the rootsby seeing what the New Testament forgave them both. In answer to Christ's question, which of

words originally meant to those who heard them. When them would love the money-lender most , " I suppose ,”! said

Christianity was introduced to the world, it did not find a Simon, " the man to whom he wasmost gracious, " that is to

technical terminology ready to its hand. It had to impress say, the man whose apology for inability to pay made the

the new technical sense upon existent Greek words in just largest demand upon the generosity of the money -lender. This

the same way aswe have stamped a new significance uponthe particular Greek word is used in about ten instances in the

old word " tube" by making it mean a particular species of New Testament. Practically the whole of the rest of the

railway. Thus (to give familiar examples) the Greek work , where forgiveness is in question , is done by the

word martyr " originally only meant " a witness, and the Greek verb aphiemi, which occurs over forty times . To give

term " soteria , which in our version is rendered " salva- a very familiar instance, it is the verb used in the Lord's

tion ," merely conveyed to a Greek the idea of a safe return Prayer , “ Torgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that
home . trespass against us." .

There are three words used for sin in the New Testament . The reader who wants thoroughly to understand the for

The principal word, is hamartia , with its derivative hamar- giveness of sin's in its psychic sense must endeavour very

tema . Hamartema, however, only occurs in four places , carefully to grasp the essential significance of this verb.
and its obvious derivation from hamartia will enable the There is a Greek term cimi which means to go , It has

same elucidation to serve for both words . The third term is what is called a causal form in the verb iemi, which signifies

paraptoma. But that word only occurs three times . Its " to make to go, to set a-going, to send away, to let fly ,!'

original meaning was "a fall, taking place by or near some- and this verb in turn his an intensive derivative in aphiemi,

thing,”. and hence its New Testament significance of a lapse the verb with which we are concerned. Thus, the real sense

or deviation from uprightness . We need not , pause to of the word is " to throw ," but in New Testament days the

analyse it . word was used more generally with the meaning to leave"

THE ESSENTIAL MEANING. or to let go." If a Greek of New Testament time had

wanted to say , " Take it or leave it,” that is the word he
Having thus cleared the ground of the two subordinate would have used. Probably the most illuminating method

words, we turn to the main New Testament word for sin
of illustrating the exact meaning of the word will be to

hamartia, which occurs about 160 times in tlie text of the set out a number of familiar passages from the New Testa

New Testament, and is the standard terin continually in ment where it is used , putting in italics the respective trans

the mouth of Christ, in addition to being used by His lations :

apostles and all the early Christian writers. Now, hamartia

in Greek meant " a failure to hit the mark ." That is the Mat . iv ., 11. Then the devil leaveth him,

sense which it bears in all the Greek writers, from Thucy 22. they inmediately left the ship and
dides downwards. And the idea is quite obviously this ix. , 2. of good cheer ; thy sins be forgiven thee.

that man has an obligation to attain a certain standard of
xiii., 36. Jesus sent the multitude quay, and

conduct, or, as it were, to hit a certain bull's eye, so that xix . , 14. Suffer little children , and forbid them not ,

when he misses it there is a case of hamartia . Upon this xxiii . , 38. your house is left unto you desolate!

primary significance of the word the whole theological doc. xxiv . , 40. one shall be taken and the other left.

trine of sin depends , xxvii., 50. a loud voice , and yielded up the ghost .

1

.
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Mark vii ., 8. laying aside the commandinent .

xiii., 2. there shall not be left one stone.

Luke v . , 11. they forsook all, and followed him .

X., 30. departed, leaving (him ) half dead .

John iv. , 28. The woman then left her waterpot,

xi . , 44. Loose him , and let him go ,

xii . , 7. Then said Jesus, Let her alone :

xx., 23. sins ye remit; they are remitted .

Heb . vi., 1. leaving the principles of the doctrine.

Let me use a short parable in order to assist us in get

ting at the root ofthe matter . Middle- C on a piano has

for some time been dropping flat. Instead of being in perfect

unison with the note an octave above, it now produces a

perceptible discord when the two are sounded together.

Upper-C is very indignant about this, and assumes a very

reproachful demeanour towards his neighbour an octave be

low . Ultimately middle- C begins to be sorry for the trouble

he is causing. Instead of treating his own flatness with in
difference he makes up his mind that he will try to resume

his former unison with his friend an octave above. This

excellent intention he communicates to upper-C, who

promptly abandons his resentful attitude andresumes the

old friendly relations. But this has not cured the flatness

of middle - C . He is still out of unison with his friend . Only

by recruiting the assistance of the tuner can he be brought

back to his proper level . But when the tuner comes middle

C is very willing to submit to the tuning process, since

he is extremely anxious to atone for his fault and to rele

gate it as far as he can into the forgotten past .

THE PARABLE INTERPRETED .

Now, here we have an illuminating analogy. Middle-C ,
the living man, has gradually got out of unison with upper

C, who represents God. He has repeatedly missed the mark ,

to revert to the expressive terminology of the New Testa

ment writers . In due course he resolves that this missing

of the mark must be amended as far as in him lies . That

intention he communicates, in such way as spiritually suits

him best, to the Supreme. If he be sincere his professions

will be accepted and he will be reinstated in the former re
lationship . That is to say , his missing of the mark will be

forgiven , dropped, let go, laid aside, remitted — to use vari
ous terms, all of which will translate the original Greek
verb . But the discord remains. Owing to his own negli

gence in having become flat, this human middle-C cannot

sound in unison with the Divine upper- C ,however much he
may wish to do so . In plain English , the missing of the

mark itself has been remitted , but its consequences will
have to be worked out before they finally cease to operate
to the prejudice of his relations with the Divine . This is the

significance which attaches to such texts as those which tell

us that " whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap . "

And the warping influence extends not only to the physical

systembut also to the spirit, as is shown by such warning as
that of Prov. xxiii . , . 7 ; “ As a man thinketh in his heart

so is he . ”. The pernicious thoughts distort bim , and he must

come back to the straight before the consequences can be
completely obliterated. Moreover there may be expiation

to be made by the repentant offender, as regards other

persons, either injured or driven into hámartiathemselves,
in consequence of his actions .

(To be continued. )

ܙܙ

Under the above title a writer in " The Nation and

The Athenæum ” devotes two columns to proving, to his

own satisfaction , that all psychical phenomena are expli

cable by one of these two varieties of fraud .

The portion of the article which deals with conscious

fraud is, as is usual in such cases , barren of argument and

evidence. Its pièce de resistance is the now discredited

investigations of Messrs. Whately Smith and Patrick . This

is enough to show that this portion of the article is un

worthy of serious attention.

But in regard to the writer's treatment of “ unconscious”

fraud, a few words may usefully be said . He rediscovers,

with great pomp and circumstance, the well -known phe

nomenon of cryptomnesia. He tells us that " if we accept

the hypothesis that all we have ever knownis permanently

enregistered in the unconscious, then the difficulty of saying

that certain information could not be known to the me

dium becomes greatly increased . ' He , therefore , concludes

that “ The immediate effect of this
is to hold all

spiritualistic results in suspense ;. a comprehensive and

non -analytical scepticism becomes justified .'

The writer seems to be totally unaware that every stu

dent of psychical research keepsprominently before him the

possibilities of cryptomnesia. The case of the emergence

of subliminal memories, quoted by him in his article, is on

all fours with many which have been investigated years

ago and are familiar to every instructed Spiritualist . See ,

for example, “ Proceedings S.P.R.,” Vol . XXV . , p . 455, seq . ,

“ A case of Emergence of Latent Memory. ” '

No one pays any great attention to what a sensitive says

as to his normal knowledge . Cryptomnesia is only excluded
when it is independently verified that the sensitive could

not have had normal knowledge of the subject of the com

munication purported to be transmitted by him .
As regards three of the most convincing types of evi

dence -- the cross correspondences, the book tests, and the

newspaper tests — the hypothesis of cryptomnesia entirely

fails to offer any explanation. We may credit the subcon

scious with the power to record every effect which may at

any time reach it , but we cannot credit it with the power

to create new matter .
The real point at issue is that , when every possible de

duction is made for cryptomnesia, sub -conscious cerebration ,

mistakes in observation and record, and all other possible

sources of error, there still remains a considerable and in

creasing mass of phenomena which are not explicable by

any other than the spiritistic hypothesis. It is this point
that critics such as the writer of the article under discus

sion cannot, or will not , see .

In this subject we cannot generalise, and say that be

cause the hypothesis fits some phenomena of a certain kind

therefore it covers all phenomena of that kind .

Some psychologists will go any length—even to the ex

tent of inventing a purely imaginary cosmic reservoir of

human memories to which the unconscious of a sensitive can

obtain access rather than consider the plain and simple

spiritistic hypothesis.

This is clearly due to a priori prejudice. The truly sci

entific attitude is to treat the spiritistic hypothesis just like

any other hypothesis, and to admit it where it fits the

facts better than any other .

A FINE PSYCHIC NOVEL.

" THE MAN ON THE OTHER SIDE. " *

use .

“ WHAT WAS CHRIST'S LANGUAGE ? ”

Mr. W. H. Schoff, of Philadelphia ,, a correspondent

learned in Scriptural exegesis, writes thus interestingly
of the question recentlydiscussed by Dr. Powell and Major

Marriott (pp . 345 and 382) :

The cry on the Cross is an interesting, and by no means

a simple, problem . It is, of course , a quotation from Psalm
xxii., 1 , where the Hebrew is Eli, Eli , lamah 'azavtani .

The root sh -b - q does not occur in Hebrew . Yet the Greek

transliteration is clearly from the Aramaic, as if made from

the Targum or popular paraphrase of the Hebrew scriptures

in current It is not quoted from the Septuagint,

which at Psalm xxii. , 1 , reads theémou , theé mou , hinati me

egkatélipes. But if we observe the text of the Gospel of

Matthew, the Evangelis , is usually found, when quoting

from the Old Testament, to be translating direct from the

Hebrew , while the sayings of Christ recorded in that Gospel

are usually from the Septuagint Greek . Why, at the last,
Aramaic should appear, is a psychological question, Per

haps because it wasthenative language, as Greek must

have been the secondary one . Perhaps because an Aramaic

psalter was in common use, and therefore familiar .

These triliteral Semitic roots are in themselves a fas

cinating problem . How primitivo man could have worked

out, and held to , so elaborate a language-structure , one finds
it hard to comprehend. It is quite true that Arabic ,

classical or modern , uses , and conjugates , in almost the
same forms, the same roots used centuries earlier by the
Hebrews and Babylonians, and with little difference in

meaning. But this would hardly require us to conclude

that the Evangelist used Arabic ; for Aramaic was the
language of the country where he lived, and was built on
tho sanie forms.

No doubt a Phænician merchant, re-appearing on the

scene at Tangier or Malta or Zanzibar, could even to -day

succeed in making himself understood .

All Spiritualists should read this splendid psychic novel .

It should be a valuable work to lend to friends who need com

fort as well as enlightenment on such matters , also to

pass on to people who ought to have our movement brought

to their notice. Very many people who would not attempt

to read a serious account of Spiritualistic phenomena will

read a novel gladly, and this one has the merit of present

ing our facts correctly. If the foundation of the romance

is not in actual experiences ( though I believe this probable )

it at least is full of psychic happenings true to our facts .

There is no straining at effect or mystery, yet the reader's

attention is completely held by the beauty of the thoughts

and the charm of the descriptions . There is much pathos

and humour, and the characters are truly drawn ; also there

is a subtle atmosphere of that peace and joy which comes

to those who have conquered the parting of death and es

tablished actual communication with the departed loved ones.

The feeling of eternal life — this life seen as a part of the next

stage , and as continuous- pervades this most unusual work ,

and fills it with fragrance and power.

I do not know if the author', Miss Ada Barnett, writes

from personal experience, but at any rate she presents our

phenomena in a manner calculated to charm the believer

and arrest the attention of the sceptic.

Spiritualists will welcome more of a like nature from

the pen of this gifted author.

IRENE TOYE WARNER -STAPLES, F.R.A.S ..

George Allen and Unwin , 7/6 net.
*
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AN, OLD -TIME STORY OF SPIRIT COMMUNICATION .
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The Hon . Mrs. Alfred Lyttelton read a paper at a meet
ing of the Society for Psychical Research held at the Stein

way Hall on July 13th , in which , in her own words, she

essayed to give " a simple account of some of the Society's

past and present activities.” Mr. Gerald Balfour presided,

and among those present were Mrs. Henry Sidgwick, Lord

Grey of Falloden, Lady Glenconner, Sir William Barrett,

theHon. Everard Feilding, Lady Dewar, Professor Haraldur .

Nielsson, the Rev. Drayton Thomas, Miss Felicia Scatcherd ,
Lady Troubridge, and Miss Radclyffe Hall.

Mrs. Lyttelton said that the committee of the Society

had been somewhat forcibly impressed lately with the ignor
ance shown by the general public of the society's aims and

methods . The society suffered, on the one hand, from a

great deal of misconception, criticism , and ignorant scoffing,
and on the other from an extravagant idea of its powers
and consequent sense of disappointment that the existence

of the soul, of messages from the dead, and even a second

Advent, were not at once.proclaimed. They had welcomed

the idea that some one, like herself , who had never taken

any share in the administrative side of the work, but had

long been interested in the subject, should give a simple

account of some of the society's past and present efforts

and the possible future lines of its development./

APPARITIONS OF LIVING AND DEAD .

The society had established beyond any question that

some of the supernormal phenomena they had started to
examine existed . Apparitions involving some veridical

element had been seen , both of the living and of the dead ,

A multitude of cases of telepathic communication had been

proved, as well as innumerable instances of physical pheno

mena, such as table-turning, levitation , rappings, and mes
sages. The transmission of thoughts and ideas otherwise

than through the senses had been demonstrated, and side

by side with the wonderful advance of the last twenty years

in the study of psychology, the careful and patient work of

the society had explored the subconscious mind, and dis

covered many of its strangeand unsuspected powers and

habits. Nothing, said Mrs. Lyttelton , wasreally sporadic
and not subject to any law . She had come to the conclusion

that the main work of the society for the next few years

should be the investigation of the obscure functions of the

subconscious mind, and among these the most important
might well prove to be the action of telepathy.

EXPERIENCES IN TELEPATHY ,

Telepathic experiments had recently been carried out

between Professor Gilbert Murray, and his daughter, and

between Mr. Hubert Wales and a lady only slightly known

to him . The results showed that the transference of thoughts

without sight , touch, speech , or any kind of contact was

definitely possible.

Mrs. Lyttelton gave a telepathic instance in her own

experience. While she was putting on her shoes one morn

ing she thought she saw a piece of the white skirting board

of the room in flame. But it was only an optical illusion.

The next day she received from her son at Cambridge i

letter saying he had had in his rooms a fire, which started

with the white skirting board catching alight.

TRUTH THE GOAL.

The society claimed to be a scientific body working in

the same way as any other ; but it wasthe misfortune of

the subject with which it dealt to be inextricably entangled

with human terrors and hopes . The society had its hand

now on the thread which would guide it through the maze

of mystery and doubt. Truth was their goal, and a fearless

acceptance of whatever it might imply, their intention .

No prejudices, no beliefs, no fears, should stand in theway.

Ridicule and contempt had been faced , and would probably

have to be faced again , but the S.P.R. would continue to

investigate, sift, and classify . Her own belief was that

definito scientific proof of the existence of what were called

spirits” would be attained , and that by the help of scientific

study and inquiry they would get authentic tidings of things

at present invisible .

In conclusion , Mrs. Lyttelton appealed for help for the

society, not only financially , but by the submission by in

dividuals of cases of significant dreams , telepathic ex

periences, and physical manifestations, dated and authenti

cated forthe society's investigation .

Tho Hon. Gerald Balfour said Mrs. Lyttelton's paper

might be described as " How it strikes a non -official men

The Press generally spoke of the S.P.R. as a “ spook

society , " while Spiritualists were apt to regard its attitude
with suspicion. The fact was that the society existed for
scientific investigation . Its duty was to collect evidence.

Conjectural hypotheses belonged to thosc who beld them , not
to the society. Its aim was to record without prepossession

or prejudice , and to follow the evidence fearlessly wherever

it might lead. (Applause .)

In one of her addresses, some time ago Mrs. Yates, of

the Theosophical Society, told a remarkable story of "spon

taneous somnambulism ", which led to the capture of two

criminals. The special interest of the account for us was

the story of the girl Poweleska , who claimed to be in com

munication with the spirit of Michel, the murdered man.

‘Mrs. Yates kindly furnishes us with the following notes

of the story :

The following extraordinary case is recorded in judi

cial proceedings which have authenticated the account . The

situation of the subject, who was in prison, and the special

surveillance to which she was subjected give us

guarantee that she could receive no knowledge of the facts

save through the faculty of lucidity .

Odessa, 1842.- Old blind man Michel has for many

years been accustomed to get his living by seating himself
on a beam in a timber yard with a wooden bowl. The in

habitants believed he was a soldier, who had got his wound

in battle . For his own part he spoke but little, and never
contradicted this opinion .

One night Michel met a little girl named Poweleska,

friendless and on the verge of perishing ofcold and hunger.

He took her home , and adopted her . Instead of sitting in

the timber yards he went about the streets in her company

asking alms. The child called him , " Father, " and was ex

tremely happy. After five years a misfortune befel them
owing to a theft having been committed in a house at which

theyhad visited in the morning. Poweleska 'was arrested,
and the blind man left alone once more . But now , m

stead of resuming his former habits, he disappeared alto
gether, and the girl was brought before the magistrate to

be interrogated with regard to his probable place of con
cealment.

“ Do you know where Michel is ?” said the magistrate.

" He is dead ,” said she, shedding torrents of tears .

As the child had been shut up for three days without

any means of obtaining information, this answer, together

with her unfeigned distress,caused considerable surprise.
“ Who told you , he was 'dead ?" = " Nobody."
“ Then how can you know it ? ” — " I saw him killed ."

" But you have not been out of the prison . - " But 1

saw it nevertheless."

" But how was that possible ; explain what you mean .
- " I cannot. All I can say is that saw him killed ."

" When was he killed , and how ?!? — " It was the night I
was arrested.'s

That cannot be ; he was alive when you were seized.”
-Yes, he was ; he was killed an hour after that. They

stabbed him with a knife."

“ Where were you then ?" - " I can't tell, but I saw
it . "

The confidence with which the girl asserted what seemed

to her hearers 'impossible and absurd made them think she

was either insane or pretendingto be so. So they quies

tioned her about the robbery, asking her if she was guilty.

" Oh, no . '

" Then how came the property to be found about you ? ”

" I don't know . I saw nothing but the murder . !'

“But there are no grounds for supposing Michel is dead ;

his body has not been found ." - " It is in the aqueduct."

woman. Michel was walking very slowly after I was taken
do you

from him . A woman came behind him with a large kitchen

knife ;. but he heard her and turned round. Then the wo

man flung a piece of grey stuff over his head, and struck

him repeatedly with a knife , the grey stuff being much
stained with the blood . Michel fell at the eighth blow ,

and the woman dragged the body to the aqueduct ; and let

it fall in without lifting the stuff, which stuck to his face.”

The magistrate said it would be easy to verify these

statements , so he dispatched people to the spot, who found

the piece of stuff over Michel's head exactly as it had been

described. But when they asked her how she knew this, she
could only reply, " I don't know ."

“ But you know who killed him ??? — " Not exactly, but it

is the saino woman who put out his eyes ; but perhaps he

will tell me her name to -night, and if he does I will tell

Whom do you mean by he ? !!-"Why, Michel, to be
sure .”

During the whole of the intervening night , without al

lowing her to suspect their intention, they watched her, and

it was observed she never lay down , but șat upon the bed

in a sort of lethargic slumber. The body was quite motion

less , except at intervals when this repose was interrupted

by violent nervous shocks which pervaded her whole frame.

Next day when brought before the magistrate, she de

clared she was unable to tell him the name of the assassin .

" Stay,” said he, " did Michel never tell you, whon

alive, how he lost his sight ?"

“ No, but the moruing before I was arrested he pro

mised to do so , and that was the cause of his death . "

“ How could that be ? " - " Last night Michel , canie to

me and pointed to the man who hid behind the scaffolding

011 which -he and I had been sitting . - He showed me the

a
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man listening to us, and said, I'll tell you about that

to-night, and then the man disappeared ."
" Do youknow the nameof this man ? " -"Yes, it is Luck .

He went afterwards to a broad street that leads down to

the barbour, and entered the third house on the left .

" What is the name of the street ?"- "I don't know ,

but the house is one story lower than the adjoining opes.

Luck told Catherine what he had heard , and she proposed

to him to assassinate Michel, but he refused, saying that

it was enough to have put his eyes out fifteen years ago
while he was asleep at her door, and then to kidnap him

into the country. When I went in to ask charity Catherine

put a piece of plate in my pocket in order that I might be

arrested . Then she hid herself behind the aqueduct to wait

for Michel, and she killed him .”

" But since you saw all this why did you keep the plate ?

Why did you not warn Michel ? " - " But I did not see it

then . Michel showed it me last night.”

" But what would induce Catherine to do this ? ” _

" Michel was her husband , and she had forsaken him to

come to Odessa and marry again . One night, fifteen years

ago, she saw Michel, who had come to seek her. She

slipped hastily into the house. Michel, who thought she

had not seen him , lay_down at her door to watch . But he

fell asleep, and then Luck burnt out his eyes, and carried

him to a distance .'

"And is it Michel who told you this ? " - " Yes, he came

very pale and covered with blood, and took me by the

hand and showed me all this with his fingers .'

Upon this Luck and Catherine were arrested. The wo
man had been actually married to Michel in 1819 at

Khersow . They subsequently confessed the crime. When

they communicated the circumstances of the confession to

Poweleska she merely said , " I was told it last night.

The affair aroused great interest, and people all round

the neighbourhood hastened into the city to learn the sen

tence .

“Who shall venture to assert , ” says Dr. Emmanos, "that

this communicating with the dead in sleep is merely a sub

jective phenomenon , and that the presence of these appari

tions isa pure illusion ."

might call a sort of aura. When roading the book they
have in a way psychometrised the book and left a thought.

A book straight from the printers would not be at all good,

but very difficult. It is something like a person who has

been in a room five hundred years ago and has left there

an impression .

Again Feda says : " He's got a feeling, neither he nor

any other spirit could sense a book which had come straight
from the printers and never been perused . It wouldn't

matter if you had not read them, as long as someone has.”

Mrs. Sidgwick comments on this somewhat doubtful

theory of Feda's. She says, “ There is no adequate evidence

that an uncut book is more difficult to 'sense than one

which has been read. "

But of course the laws which govern spirit communica

tion are still so little known that it can only be by the

accumulation of evidence that this curious point can be

decided one way or other. Feda, it will be noted, does not

say " impossible ," only “ more difficult."

As bearing on this point I shall now recount a rather
satisfactory " book - test" received recently by a friend and me

On April 2nd , as soon as we sat down there was spelt

out : " We want you to open the gleaner." I said , sotto

voce , " Surely gleaner is nonsense. “ It is quite all right, ” :
my friend said, “ The 'Gleaner' is a missionary paper.

[My friend then asked if the new number was meant. It

had arrived by post that morning from the printers and

had not been taken from its wrapper . It was in another
room . ] "Yes, page 9. It says, ' no men can be made to

take an interest in good things unless God helps them . '

(What part of page 9 ?) " First line and second sentence."

I broke open the wrapper, and near the top of page 9, in

either the second or the third line was :

“ We cannot expect people to follow an ideal of which

they have not the least conception . The Holy Ghost

speaks in divers manners.

This sentence was in a kind of sermon ; all the rest of the

magazine consisted of news from the various mission - fields

with numerous illustrations. What we got seemed to us

quite a correct translation of the thought into other words .

No other sentence in the paper would have suited in the

least ; so coincidence cannot explain, nor telepathy, as the

magazine had not been opened since it left the printing
Juuse until after we had received the test .
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AMATEUR CORROBORATION OF

“ BOOK -TESTS. "

By M. L. CADELL .
LIFE'S CONDIMENTS.

a

>

were

.

>

The long promised " Book Test” number of the “ Pro

ceedings of the Society for Psychical Research has now

appeared, with an analysis of cases and interesting com

ments thereon by Mrs. Sidgwick . Some of the tests are

most successful, and really seem to afford undoubted proof

to an unbiassed mind that they are given by friends of the

sitters on the other side. Great pains have been taken by

the sitters to exclude all possibility of sub-conscious know

ledge on their part of the books selected. In some cases the

entire contents of a bookcaso have been removed and a set

of unexamined second-hand books put in their place.

Indeed , much credit is due to all concerned for the infinite

pains that has been taken to convince the public, who are

80 ready to catch at any loophole which will enable them

to cry , " Telepathy, only telepathy !!!

For nearly two years I have been given book -tests

through alphabet and pointer while sitting with a friend,

and it is very interesting to find in this volume that others

have encountered the very same puzzles and difficulties that

we have done. This seems to show that these are not

peculiar to Mrs. Leonard's mediumship, but are common to
book -tests by whomsoever they are tried .

In LIGHT for January, 15th ( p. 46) I gave an account

of a few of our amateur book - tests, but without repeating

what I wrote then I may say that our experience thoroughly

corroborates the following points :

( 1 ) We have found the number of the page much more

difficult to give correctly when it is more than two figures ;
si tho successes with single numbers are most numerous. The

order of the figures we have also found sometimes mis

plaeed , 6.9 ., 71for' 17.

(2) Sometimes we have found, as sitters with Mrs.

Leonard have done, that the opposite page is meant, quite

clearly ; that is, the side facing when the book is laid open,
(3 ) Occasionally the pages are counted with proface and

title page insteadof by actual numbers, and once the pages

were ' successfully counted from the end backwards.

( 4 ) The communicators through Feda found that

failure in the “ book-test ” meant as a whole that the sitting

was not a very successful one .

(5) The communicators quoted by Mrs. Sidgwick agree in

saying that they do not read the pages of a book word for

word as we do, but " sense” tho meaning. Occasionally ,

though, some special word came through correctly or nearly
This has also been our experience exactly .

There is a sixth point on which Feda lays soine stress ;

this is that it is much easier for a spirit to senso " a book

which has been previously read by someone or other. She

says: " Everyone who has rend å book has left what you

Two tiny children had been lifted into high chairs

on opposite sides of a small table . Before each was

basin of bread and milk . Something was lacking. “ To it ! "

was the united demand . We hesitated . We were not learned

in baby idioms. But babies are not accustomed to being

kept waiting . Baby fists beat on the table . Baby voices

rose in a perfect crescendo, " To it! To it ! To it !To it !"

We looked around in dire perplexity. Just then their mother
entered . " They want sugar to it , ” she explained. The

required condiment was added, the agonised cries
hushed and contentment reigned .

The incident, many years old , recurs to us with a sense

of familiarity as of something in which we ourselves
children of an older growth - have been the chief actors .

How oft , as we sat at life's table, have our minds refused to

feed contentedly on the normal round of interests, and
craved for some added zest . Simple bread and milk is not

enough. We must have sugar. We do not scream , and

beat , and kick in our impatience, but the inner cry is not

the less insistent. The craving for novelty hurries us hither

and thither . We look forward to keeping an engagement

with a friend . That over , we look forward to our holidays.

“ To it ! To it !” we cry . We rush off to Swiss scenery and

revel in mountain, and lake, and glacier . The impressions

last for a time, and then fade, and some fresh appetiser is

demanded . We sigh for happy times in the long past . So

inuch that was once interesting haslostits savour, has be
come " stale, flat , unprofitable ." One week is like another ,

and one year is like another except that we grow tireder,

more jaded . “ To it ! To it !"

Let us hush these foolish cries . We are no longer babes.

God has surely some happy surprises forthose whopatiently

take what the day brings. Have we learned to cultivate

the simplest pleasures ? Too highly seasoned food ruins the

appetito. The palate of the vegetarian is more sensitive to

delicate flavours than that of the meat-eater . The thrush is

singing all day in our neighbour's elms. Even in the big

City there are pleasant gardens wherein we may sit for a

while, and watch the children play, and see perhaps the old ,

old story told in ininiature - the little maid of three making

pretty love to the shy toddling boy of two . Life has few

swoetor sounds and sights than these .

Better still if we can drop some sweetness into another's

cup. May, there not be some saddened life we can cheer, .

somo sinful life we can pity and help ? In such gentle offices

we shall find the insistentcry of our nature for change, and

zest , and novelty will subside . Life's fare will no longer

seem tasteless. Love, the best of all condiments, has been

added to it . We shall taste it and be satisfied .

GERSON.
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“ LIGHT " ANDAND ITS OUTLOOK.

A FEW SIMPLE PROPOSITIONS .

2
We have been for years describing our position in

the world of journalism , explaining what we stand for,

and then, having said all that apparently can be said ,

in a variety of ways, we find it continually necessary

to say it all over again . So be it. We hope this time

to say it so plainly that it will be unnecessary to repeat

it for quite a long time.

11101111110

OUR PURPOSE .

might :quote authorities, Mr. WĘ. Gladstone, for

tions. But the only saw but traced those comec

to authorities has been over

done, especially in days when it is in the power of

every intelligent mind to settle the question for itself
with the facts before it.

1:11

A COMPLICATED SUBJECT:??

We have been told that the question is a complex

and one. It depends upon how you approach

it . side of always diyinely

simple. It relates to matters felt, seen and known
soul is wise in spiritual
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d
by hard contact with the discipli
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of mortal

life . On the other hand, many a giant intellect finds

itself hard put to it to shear a way through the intricate

tangle ofPalfacts in order to arrive at a firm

position and a clear light. That it does not usually

succeed is intelligible enough . Monial or intellectual

vision is tremendously necessary in dealing with the

business of the material world , but it is not spiritual

vision. One does not discover the soulby anatomy, and

no living organism can be built up merely by articulat

ing thedry bones of psychical research and clothing

them with no matter how perfect a texture of scientific

phrases.

Boi HUMAN SURVIVAL.O'TK , visno o

We have proved human survival; we cannot prove
onderfloor

immortality except by inference. We can see that the

survival ofman tends to the immortality of

as we see that time tends to Eternity, be

somehow involved in the other. We prefer to stand

for immediately practical issues . If man survives

beyond the grave, not by any
miraculous theworld

because survival is it factin Nature, and if the worldto which we pass at death
is

als e , and if

part of the natural

order, then is our view of life immensely widened, and

our faith that the Universe is directed by Divine In
telligence receives ample justification .

That is a sufficiently broad basis for usor forany.

one. What religious implications areto be drawn from
it is a matter for the individual judgment. Facts are

facts for all, but one man's truth may not be at all

true for another. Hence the broad standpoint we take

Wehold that it is open toevery

affirm what he believes to be true , but he has

no earthly or heavenly right to take up a position of

antagonismto those who donot, for any reason ,accept

his view. , and never,
That leads to endlesswho

so far as we have seen , anything else . The best

Spiritualists we know are those who following quite

different religious beliefs, can meet together in amity,

none wishing to traverse the doctrines of any of the

rest. That they have the truth each in his measure,

is clearly apparent, for it is in the life rather than in

professions of faith that these things are made manifest.

because ouro

of man, just

one is

>

1

We exist as a journal because we recognise that man

is more than an animal , something higher than a com

bination of material elements . We hold that he is a

spirit with powers beyond those with which he is

ordinarily acquainted. Those power's manifest the

working of a soul behind the physical structure. We

call them psychical faculties--clairvoyance , clair

audience, precognition, and prevision , are amongstthem .

Instances of these faculties are known all through the

ages . There is hardly a family in the realm which has

not its ghost story, its tale of dream and vision , its

legend of an interposition from the Unseen World . It

has been our work, with that of other journals , groups

and societies , to collect these cases , to study them , to

draw inferences from them and see where they lead

The evidence for these things is simply overwhelming.

Regarded in the mass, they leave the inaterialism of

the last two centuries without a foothold ; they prove

the truth of the so - called ' miraculous " element in the

Bible ; they show the real basis of the religious element

in humanity. They give us our locus standi, so clear

it is that the reality of these things must be brought

home to humanity ; that the Churches must be made to

realise that they have in Spiritualism their most power

ful ally in vindicating their position in the face of

scepticism and in coping with that even greater enemy

of the truths for which they stand - indifference.

OUR STANDPOINT.

up inonetolese mat
ters.
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We have said over and over again --we say it once
THE PASSING OF JOHN LOBB: 1 :21 *

more, in a different fashion that Spiritualism deals olo on 3010)

with an essential basis of religion , in proclaiming that:
Mrs Florence H. B. Turner writes :-108 ;

we are spiritual beings living, while in the flesh as

material beings, in a material world , but at the same John Lobb! was a great personality, one of God's own

men, upright; honourable, true and courageous..a mantime , in touch with the spiritual order in some one of whose name is revered throughout this great city, upon
'

its innumerable . pliases, humble it may be or relatively.c? whose shoulders rested many dignities, and who used them

high . We aini to be inclusive rather than exclusive . fearlessly for good, and worked in and through them for the

but while Spiritualism , in its highest and best sense, benefit of mankind. He was chosen , and he did not fail !

John Lobb was, is , and will ever be a great citizen !
may be the handmaid to Religion , it cannot be Religion Spiritualism was lifə to him, the source of all he cared

itself. We have amongst ourreaders, and Spiritualism for most ; peace, harmony and fellowship he knew the

includes amongst its followers, men and women of many spirit world as we know our own immediate neighbour

hood and, I doubt not, even now is walking in familiar
different faiths . Many devoutmembers of the Christian places," from whence ne will send us helpful messages and

Churches are also earnest Spiritualists, although they advice,

may not always adopt the name. That is the best Great things (as this world knows them), wealth , position,

reply to the objection raised so constantly and so base- came to , and left, John Lobb, in his long lifetime here,

but he was undisturbed always happy, hisdear old facelessly that Spiritualism is anti-Christian. Some Spirit
radiant with smiles, we would greet you with a hand gripualists may to the accusation by an attitudeTenda
that meant friendship.

of hostility to the Christian Church . But that is no Those who knew him best, loved. him -most - but all must

affair of ours, and does not in any way affect the feel his influence and , whether they know it or not , will

validity of our facts. Those facts have definite con live , spiritually, a little better, a little happier, a little
kinder because John Lobblired , , and willcontinuo tonections w Spiritualism , as à philosophy. Wo " manifest" as God wishes in this great City of London.
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FROM THE LIGHTHOUSE WINDOW. to have made a searching examination of the house, but
found nothing.10 ore

cis caProfessor Haraldur Nielsson, from Iceland , with whose

work as a psychic researcher readers of LIGHT are familiar,

is now on a visit to London with his wife .

The Rev. A. R. Crewe (U.S.A.), who is known to

leaders of LIGHT, has an interesting article in " Pearson's

Weekly ! ( July 16th ), entitled "The Wireless of the Mind ,"

in which he records some successful tests of his own in

telepathy .

>

*

Mr. James Coates left last week for Switzerland for a

holiday. His numerous engagements during the past months

have kept him very actively occupied, and the rest and

change of scene should prove acceptable.

He says :

售 #

Most of the members ofthe London Spiritualist Alli

ance are away onholidays. If during their wanderings they

should come across any well authenticated stories of psychic

phenomena it is to be hoped that they will make a point

of recording them and forwarding them to the L.S.A for

filing and reference.

“ There is nothing supernatural about tele

pathy. The faculty of communicating thoughts and ideas

from one mind to another without signs or speech can be

explained as logically and as conclusively as a problem in
arithmetic. I have on several occasions proved that two

persons of the right type of mind can communicate with

one another by thought alone . ' After relating instances

of this, he concludes, And if we believe, as so many people
do, that what we call the soul goes forward after our bodies

have perished, it becomes a matter of simple reasoning to

believe in the ability to communicate with the so -called

dead without speech in other words, by telepathy .

*

An At Home is to be held at the Stead Bureau on Mon

day next, in connection with the close of the present ses

sion .

# us

A bust of Mr. William T. Stead, a replica of the one

on theThames Embankment,wasunveiledin Central Park,

New York , on July 6th, byMr. Melville Stone, the Chair
man of the American Stead Memorial Committee, who, in

the course of a speech , paid a tribute to Mr. Stead's work
for internationalpeace.

Can any reader tell where there is a copy of a

pamphlet, entitled “ Personal Experiences of William H.
Mumler in Spirit Photography , Written by Himself" ?

Mumler was the pioneer in psychic photography, and this

record of his seems to have disappeared. A mention of it

will be found in the advertisements at the end ( p . 26 ),of

“Pioneers of the Spiritual Reformation ," by Mrs. Howitt
Watts .

The Rev., G. Vale Owen contributed to the " Weekly

Dispatch ” of Sunday last the first of a series of articles on

" Man's Survival After Death . " It is excellent both in

matter and manner, and will stimulate interest in the

articles which are to follow .

6

“ John Bull," in its issue of the 16th inst ., has some

caustic remarks on “ a family of 'mediums' named Gaulton .'

“ Kings and clowns on tap for the credulous" is one of the

headings of the article, a description which, we fear, is
over-true . The journal then proceeds to denounce what

it apparently regards as another family of mediumsnamed

Munnings. As our readers know , Munnings and Gaulton are

one and the same . The paper remarks of these people that

" whatever be beyond the veil is scarcely likely to be dis

closed by the perpetrators of such puerile mummeries.'

*

At the outset Mr. Vale Owen makes his position clear.

He
says : " First of all, I am not going to prove to my

readers that their loved ones are alive in the land to which

they have gone. Certainly, the onegrand fact of human
survival will be my theme. But I shall not prove it to any

one. What I shall try to do is to put my readers in the

way of proving it for themselves, if they think it worth

* *

At the Dudley Police Court on July 6th a woman,

charged with fortune-telling, was sent to prison for four

teen days.
while . ?

He says :

At the same court on the same date a similar charge

against another woman was dismissed on her giving a

promise not to repeat the offence. It was stated on her

behalf that during the war she had carried on her art at

important charitable functions, securing a considerable sum

of money for a fund for prisoners of war and for the Red

Cross, and this was done with the cognizance of every

magistrate in the borough .

After relating a touching and beautiful incident of a

mother's return to her' infant, Mr. Vale Owen makes this

comment, which is worth reproducing because it is so

characteristic of him . “ The sceptic may smile

the smile of the wise on reading such a story as this. I
used to do so myself ;. so I can forgive him . But I have

learned something during my quarter -century's work among

these hard -headed north - country people. I still smile to

day when they break through their ordinary thick crust of

reserve to tell me of such incidents as this . But my smile
now is that of a wiser and, I hope , a humbler man. It

is the smile of one who knows that what they tell me is

true. To me it is true, first ,because I know these people .

They are simple, shrewd, truth - loving, and lie-hating people.
They are not visionaries. And I also believe thembecause

I can duplicate, in all essentials, from my own experience ,

what they tell me out of theirs. I shall have many such

incidents to relate in the course of these articles."

رو
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“ V. C. Desertis," writing to the " Two Worlds”? ( July
15th ) on “ Theological Controversy ,' concludes as follows:

“ We abuse ,a useful ally when we abuse the Bible , just as

the Churches abuse a useful ally when they abuse Spiritu

alism . Do let us drop theology and concentrate on positive
progress in our own subject. Those who are 'out to smash

Christianity' are confounding theology and creedal forms
with the sublime spiritual common -sense of the Gospels.

They injure the cause of Spiritualism , repell

ing those who well-disposed to it . Those who

attack and those who defend the Bible along liter

alist lines are both taking up , a false position , and

showing, that they do not know what modern research has

proved .

are

Princess Wahletka, the Indian seeress , is exciting great

interest in Leeds, where thousands are seeking to test her

psychic power. In one afternoon, according to the “ Daily
Mirror, a thousand women attended a special séance.

The mention in this page of the whereabouts of a small

quantity of Dicyanin , the coal tar dye with which the Kilner

screens are made, has had a good result. A capable psychic

researcher at once secured the Dicyanin and is about to

i enter upon a series of experiments . There is need for this
investigation, for a doubt exists in many.minds whether it

is only those who possessclairvoyant. power who can see

the aura by means of the Kilner screens, In that case the

screens are not necessary .

He continues : " Spiritual truths are expressed by each

generation according to its previous training and traditions.

The essence is independent of all religious forms, but each

man must have some forms if he has anyreligion at all.

There are some Spiritualist forms which will by no means
stand criticism, and dogmatism in any shape is futile .

It is the work of Spiritualism to harmonise religion and
science . Both are true and are not in opposition to the

Bible or to history if we understand both as they really
are , unwarped by dogmatism ofallkinds."

so very

R

M. Maeterlinck has written a new book, entitled : " The
Great Secret , to be published in the autumn. It deals

with tho occult in India, Egypt, Porsia,Chaldoa and Greece .

The " Daily News ” quotes from a letter which a corres
pondent received from the Rev. Dr. F. B. Meyer, in which

tho latter notes, among other signs of decay in the idoals

of refinement which characterised the ago of Victoria , “ the

substitution of Spiritualism for religiou." The movement
must indeed be growing to inspire this (to him ) sombre , if

inistaken , view .

The “ Daily Express Manchester correspondent reports

what appears tobea poltergeist outbreak at Atherton ,

where, in the cottage of Mr. Jolin Peacock, bricks and
stones have been . violently flung across the room ,

striking the children .

*

some
)

It is reported that the Peacock children refused to sleep

upstairs, but when they slept downstairs pillows flew from

under their heads, and an , apron careered across the room,

dropping at a police constable's foot . The police are said

The " Yorkshire Observer ," in a notice of Mr. Edward

Bush's famous, or infamous, booklet, " Spirit Photography

Exposed,” says, “ The weakness of his argument is that he

presupposes a lower level of intelligence in those who have

professed , themselves satisfied than he is entitled to do .

And he assumes that his experience was identically theirs,

which is by no means proved .”
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TELEPATHY AND CLAIRVOYANCE .

By HORAOE LEAF .

no

>

In regard to my own oase, I saw no form but meroly

" sensed" it. Igave the name and appearanceas thoy.sus.

gestedthemselves to mz mind. The impression I received,

however, that thesailor was exercising an influence on the

lad, proves that I thought I was in touch with a spirit.

and I can only ascribe the incident to thought reading of
the deferred type. The message puzzles me. That

I got it supernormally, I have doubt, and it

probably camefrom a realspirit in the percipient's " zone

of communication ;" while I erroneously attached it to the

thought form I sensed . It may, however, have been merely a

case of association of ideas; a common thing in connection

with clairvoyant descriptions of spirits and the delivering of
their messages. If so , it had no other origin than in my

own mind. This , I think, is unlikely in this case , as, being

S») successful in receiving the impression of the form and

the name, I feel confident that the message was equally

supernormal - in origin , and must have come from a real

intelligence or spirit.

Dr. Cooke suggests that as the incident occurred towards

the end of the meetiag, when no doubt the power! Tas

beginning to wane, 'Imay have been unable to judge

correctly the nature of the impression . This is probably

true, although I have very occasionally had similar
instances occur when there could be no reason for supposing

the power was anything but strong. .

The second incident, which occurred in the same hall

Denison House happened at the early part of the meeting,

Dr. Cooke thinks the error arose from the impetuosity of
the medium ; for, afterwards he described to the

gentleman another spirit who was recognised as a deceased

person, It was, said the medium , this spirit who informed

him of the first description . This case, therefore, is to be

best accounted for along the lines of telepathy between the
living and the dead .

I have mentioned these instances because of their unique

character . It is a well observed fact that clairvoyants gen.

'erally describe forms altogether unlike those the recipient

desires to communicate with , and therefore , thinking

about . This is, indeed, often a source of concern and dis
appointment for both sitter and medium . If clairvoyance

and kindred kinds of mediumship were due to telepathy be

tween the living the percentage of successful descriptions

would be much greater than it is. Curiously, although

thought transference is doubtless the principal method of

communication between the living and the dead, for an in.

quirer to think intensely of anyparticular person or thing
when consulting a medium , hinders rather than helps the

medium . This is owing to the medium being finely attuned

to the thought conditions of his spirit helpers. The strong

mental conditions of the sitter only act as disintegrating

forces, by crossing and breaking up those originating

the spirit world .

same

It is still a firm belief among many people that much

that passes forclairvoyance is nothing more than telepathy

between the living . Interesting, as the theory is, and

occasionally supported by good evidence, as it appears to

bo, I do not believe that it can ever seriously challenge the

Spiritualistic interpretation of clairvoyant phenomena

That telepathy enters largely into communications which

reach us from the spirit world, there need be no doubt.

Every capable mental medium will readily admit it as the

best explanation of much that falls within his or her

psychic experience. Clairvoyance, psychometry and im

pressions are all conceivably telepathic phenomena of this

order;and, if we are rightly informed that the principal

means of communication in the next world is by the trans

ference of thoughts and foelings from one to another, the

use of telepathy in spirit intercourse with us is only to be

expected.

This, of course, is not the question in dispute when the

critic charges the medium with reading the minds of the

sitters. To the sceptical critic, to admit the operation of

spirits at all is to prejudge the case. It is ,he considers,

much more rational to endeavour to explain all supernormal

phenomena by normal means. Only when all ordinary or

natural explanations have been exhausted must we resort

to tho abnormal. Carried out honestly and reasonably, a
moro healthy rule is difficult to find ; but, alas , the critic

usually goes too far and overworks his own theory .

Having exhausted the possibilities of the waking mind

to receive telepathic inıpacts, he ruthlessly drags in the

subliminal, and safely entrenched behind this remarkable

but doubtful quantity, he does not fear being dislodged.

There can be no doubt as to the reality of this hidden

portion of the human consciousness. Its potentialities are

undeniable. It ascends on the one hand to the mysteries

of genius, and descends on the other to the horrors of

insanity '; before it the psychologist sits in respectful silence ;

to him it is a practically unsounded sea, 'full, for aught he

knows, with powers and faculties far exceeding those

uormally manifested by us . Our ignoranco of the sub

liminal is the critic's safeguard. Since we do not know

exactly what it can do, one is safe in assuming that it can

do anything. Upon this unfair assumption the telepathic

demon builds his arguments and maintains a false security.

No well-informed Spiritualist will deny that telepathy

between the living doors sometimes occur ; neither will any

observantmental medium deny that occasionally he receives

by thought-transference visions and impressions from the

minds of living people . But I do not know one who has

failed to realise that thi', is the exception and not the rule.

It sometimescreeps in unobserved by the psychic, simply

because it is in harmo iy with the means by which so many

of his mediumistic experiences como to pass.

I have long been of the opinion that one of the chief

aims of a mental medilim's spirit helpers when developing

bis psychic gifts is, whilst making him sensitive to their

thoughts and feelings , to insulate him against all other.
In proportion as they succeed in doing this, his medium

ship increases in value. Imagine what would happen in

any séanco composed of several people, or public meetings

where psychic demonstrations are being given if the

medium was open to receivo telepathic impressions from

all and sundry ! Surely nothing but confusion would result.

Quite recently two very interesting instances of tele

pathy between the living were recounted to me by a London

physician, Dr. A. D. Şerrell Cooke; and as I happened to
have been the medium in one of them , I can speak from the

psychic's point of view .

Dr. Cooke, accompar.ied by his son, a lad of fourteen ,

attended a meeting for clairvoyant descriptions , held under

the auspices of the Marylebone Spiritualist Association in

January last. The descriptions were given by myself. In

the course of the proceedings I said to Dr. Cooke's son , a

perfect stranger to me , thatI got with him the spirit of a
one-legged sailor named Johnson, whom he know . The

“ spirit," I said , was exercising a favourable influenceon

the boy .

After the meeting Dr. Cooke,asked his son whether he
really knew such a person as I had described . To his

amusement and astonishment the boy replied that he did

not , but that he was reading a story inwhich one of the

characters was a one-legged sailor called Johnson. The lad

assured - his father that at the time of the test ho was not

thinking of this imaginary personality, but was in a rather
listless state of mind .

Dr. Cooko informs me that on another occasion he orer

heard sono remarks passed between two people, to one of

whom a clairvoyant description had just been giveu by a

well-known public clairvoyant (Mr. A. Vout Peters). The
modium had described the form of a wall , who was sup;

posed to be dead , an :] who spoke a Latin language and

cawo, apparently, from Spain . Tho recipient repudiated

any knowledge of such a person, until his wife reminded
him that he had been in the presence of the gentleman all

day and had only just left uim . The details of appearance ,

language and country were all correct: but the person was

"living, although themedium thought he was dead .

1

FOUL TACTICS.

Of old the tactics of the opponentsof the " Now Rere
lation," who include people who, for some reason (a cogent
one , no doubt) are desperately in fear of a life beyond the

grave, was to dismiss the whole subject with contempt. Then

followed persecutions of themediums or sensitives clair.

voyants and the rest - coupled with an attempt, arisingout
of a confused state ofthe intelligence, to explain the
whole thing' on the grounds of conjuring . All these and

other tactics having failed miserably , the aid of the man

with themuck rako” has been enlisted. People of the baser

sort are noiv occupied in hunting for garbage, and attacks

on the moralcharacters of persons prominently connected

with Spiritualism are being made in various quarters. As
there is no class or denomination all the membersof which

are spotless,tho questionofthe truthorfalsity of these
accusations does not arise here ; and they are clearly

illogical.. But logic is not a strong point in the enemies of
Spiritualism . Very naturally the attacks are directed

mainly against the subject onits religious side, and as, in

this aspect,it presents points of comparison with early

Christianity, we can recall that the early Christians were
madethe victims of the same treatment. For therest, it

is clear thatthe latest tactics of the enemy are likely to

haveas little success as those which preceded them , and
indeed they show a poverty of resource which is eloquent

of the straits to which the opposition is reduced.

3 )

m

SINCE the evils of society flow from ignorance and in
ordinatodesiro, meu will never ceaseto be tormented till

they shall become intelligent and wise ; till they shal prac

tise theart ofjustice, foundedon a knowledge of the vari.

ous relations in which they stand and the laws of their own

organisation ..-- VOLNEY.

THE UNCLOUDED View.-- Soon " Death's bright angel"
will come and remove our lantern andthen we shall be

hold behind the lantern our higherself projecting forus

the effects of our lives,now, on the luminous planes ofthe

higher nature - four and still more complex dimensions of
existence. Nature with all her myriad 'forms will be still

the screen ou which we shall behold our life and that of

all others ; but now the light that streams through our

lantern - the spiritual body will be brighter and neares
the reality which is the thoughts of the God from whom

wo came and to Whom we shall oternally return .--G. COLE.
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THE CURSING OF THE FIG -TREE .

CARIST'S ILLUSTRATION OF THE POWER OF THOUGHT.

By I. TOYE WARNER -STAPLES, F.R.A.S.

" by faith alone," they say, as if these wöre far easier than

material actions and works of an active nature whereas

faith is harder than " work , " it is a supreme effort of the

trained human will only to be attained after years of sys

tematic suggestion and practice.

Thought produces vibrations; hence Christ, when doing

any special psychic work , insisted on complete faith. In the

case ofJairus' daughter He turned out the scoffers, and kept

with Him those whose thoughts of faith would aid Him , or

at least , not set up adverse conditions. Collective and de

termined unbelief oven prevented any manifestation taking

place in certain towns He visited . Even He had to have

certain conditions ere He could do His " mighty works” .

thus showingHe worked by meansof natural laws, and not

in any arbitrary manner .
TheJews limited His powerby

their “ unbelief” just as surely as if they had bound Him

hand and foot, and then asked Him to move.

Christ taught Peter that his own faith could make it

possible to walk on water, and He proved it to him by allow

ing him to begin to sink when that same faith was weakened

by doubts ! Many forget that the power in this case was

in Peter himself, and not dependent on any special exercise

of Christ's power on his behalf.

It is just in this matter that continued repetition of

faults, and failings, and weaknesses-- moral, mental, and

physical-- has an adverse effect on the mind, and helps to

bring about that which is deplored . Such an attitude is

pessimistic, enervating, and depleting to both psychic and

nervous systems. To repeat " there is no health in us" too

often is no rational way of assisting us to regain that lost

health ! The subconscious mind should be fed on elevating,

positive, healthy thought constantly ; then the unhealthy

will have no room and die of suffocation !

We must visualise the ideal of what we wish to become

and cease to dwell, even in a penitent manner, on what we

are, or may have been . Christ, Who knew this. occult law ,

never asked anyone to be constantly, bewailing, sins. His

orders were , “ Go,, and sin no more.' “ Pluck it out, and

cast it from thee,” i.e., do not nurse it and dwell on it per

petually, for by such a means you increase its power and

root it more firmly in the subconscious mind. Constantly

strive to think right thoughts and do good acts, then there

will be no room or time for evil .

Let usthen , in worshipand public services, contemplate ,

adore, and teach ever the Ideal ,the healthy, andthe noble,

rather than waste time bewailing our “ manifold sins and

wickedness, which we from time to time have committed.'

These are a few of the lessons we may learn , I think,

from the cursing of the fig - tree.

PRAYER.

The incident of the cursing of the fig-tree by Christ

recorded in St. Mark, xi ., 12-25 , and St. Matt., xxi. , 18-22

--has been a stumbling block to many. At first glance it

seems so foreign to His whole teaching and so contrary to

His constant reiteration of forgiveness," patience, and“

love. To the student of occultism this passage presents no

dificulties, and is not hostile to what we should expect of

the Christ.

Is it not a vivid object lesson, given by the Master to

the disciples to illustrate the enormous power of thought

what it can accomplish when directed by a powerful will and

absolute faith ? We are told that Christ, coming to the fig .

tree , found it barren , and said to it, “No man eat fruit

from thee henceforward for ever . ” His disciples heard this,

and passing, that way the next morning observed that the

tree had withered ,and, "Peter calling to remembrance

saith unto Him , 'Rabbi, behold , the fig -tree which Thou
cursed is withered away, And Christ then drove home

His lesson . " Have faith in God. Verily I say unto you,

whosoever shall say unto this mountain , Be thou taken up

and cast into the sea ; and shall not doubt in his heart, but
shall believe that what he saith cometh to pass ; he shall

have it. Therefore I say unto you, All things whatsoever

ye pray, and ask for, believe that ye have received them ,
and ye shall have them. "

This whole passage is full of occult teaching on the

power of faith, the dynamics of thought and the secret of
success in all events of life . It is because of Christ's full

explanation in the latter part of the narrative that we can

at once see the true meaning of this seemingly drastic des

truction of a living thing. A few details are of special in

terest to us. This particular fig -tree was the solitary tree

in view , for in the margin of the R.V. (St. Matthew's

Gospel), we read, " A single tree.” It would, therefore, at

tract attention from a great distance off, and cause the

weary traveller to add tohis journey by reason of its pro

mise of fruit, thus it would disappoint many — it offered that

which it had not, and was, therefore, a sham and a decep

tion. That there were many leaves 'might imply that this

particular tree bad - as fruit -trees sometimes do-gone all

to leaf rather than to fruit. By His supreme clairvoyant

faculties Christ was aware whether there was any chance

of fruit in due season or not . From His subsequent action

I should judge that thistreewas entirely barren, and only

cumbered the ground.” That the Christ ever "cursed”

e tree in a moment of petulant anger is not to be imagined

for a moment!

This tree , then, being useless, was a very fitting object

on which toillustrate the enormous power of a well-directed

will. Atthe same time it showed the disciples their real

responsibility for hurtful thought — that a curse acts and is
an actual force , not to be setin motion heedlessly and for

an evil object, as it had been done here for a noble one.

Evil thoughts are dangerous and do actually wither and

last whatever lies in their path . Christ projected an actual

orce, or magnetic emanation, such as had healed many

people, but this time He used it to kill that which was of

no further use . This was a faint illustration also of how

le could have used His occult power had He so wished,

nd shows us how marvellously patient He ever was with

Jis enemies whom a slight exertion of His power could

cave destroyed.

Such faith as this is no easily attained attitude of mind :

isagift, it is the scientific basis of prayer - its method of

ccomplishing that which is so greatly desired. The whole

assage is in complete agreement with oriental occult teach

ng. We must visualise a thing, condition , or object , before

e can create it ; we must picture the virtues we desire

efore we can obtain them . " All things are possible to him

hat believeth ." Why did Christ insist all through His

pinistry that nothing could be accomplished without faith ?

Vas it not because He knew that thoughts are a real attrac

ve or repulsive force? We are told that the unbelief of

Peptics and scoffers prevented even the Master Himself

om doing any mighty work, “ because of their unbelief.”

Low much morethen , is it hard for those who have their

wn doubts to contend with besides those of outsiders !

Visualisation and projection of the thought must precede

ctual accomplishment, and to get to this stage ofcontrol

f the will careful training is necessary. The belief and

with Christ mentions so constantly are no mere verbal utter

ncés, no formulæ to be said by rote like a creed or lesson ,

it a scientific direction and control of mighty forces as

et only slightly understood .

Ohrist said in another place, " he that hateth his brother

a murderer” -here, in the cursing, of the fig-treo , He
aows us how this accusation is true . It is by the power of

Crected thought that “ black magic ” is accomplished. In

he next life this power of creation by thought” is far

gro potent, and appears to be the normal way of working:

e are constantly sending out thoughts , which are lielpful

- harmful, healing or killing, to thosc on whom they strikc.

Faith , of the real, effectual kind, is both rare and diffi

alt, yet we constantly hear people speak of it as if it were

e easiest thing imaginable- " only believo,” “ only trust,"

:

By The Rev. F. FIELDING-OULD , ' M.A.

It is possible to close the mind resolutely against all
except this spinning planet on which from dawnto sunset

we crawl through our little day . It is possible to act as

though the earth were detached and independent, a lonely

speck, teeming, indeed , with life , but floating in a vast

but dead universe. So a countryman might confine his

thoughts to the trivial interests of hisown village and care

nothing for the wider life of the nation or for the doings

of the great peoples which lie beyond .

Spiritualism has abundantly proved that the worlds
intermingle and that the apparently impervious wall

between them is in reality the most gossamer and threadbare

of curtains, opaque from one sideonly .

Misled by the temporary encasing of the flesh , many

lose sight of the fact that we are spirits purselves, and

already hold an appropriate rank and grade in the one

great universe. There are various modes of communication

with the loftier levels of being, and prayer, which brings

us into touch with the highest of all, is the noblest of

them . A little child being asked the other day what he

had said in his prayer, replied, “ First I said I loved Him ,

then I told him my alphabet, and then I told Him a fairy

story . " This is nearer the ideal of prayer than much

which goes by the name, for prayer in its essence is com- :

munion , intercourse and fellowship.

St. Paul tells us to " pray without coasing,” and it can
bo done if conduct is what it should be, for ais St.

Augustine says, " We pray without ceasing when

works pleaso God." To do His will in however humble a

capacity is to walk with Him in harmony and peace, and
that though our thoughts are necessarily concentrated uporn

tho occupation of the moment.

Prayer, moreover, which exercises its faculties, has a

mighty effect upon the soul which prays, for it rapidly

develops the latent powers of the spirit, and as the great

Bishop of Hippo says again , “ Tho soul becomes what it
turns to . ” man prays “ the fashion of his coun

tenance is altercd ” (Luko ix . , 29 ), tho faco of even the

unrespousive material it strument a little , as timo goes on ,
but far moro sympathetically, the countonance of the

utherial body begins to glow with an nearthly radiance .

Many bocomo discouraged , for they think that , pray as

they will nothing happens," and that it is an arduous,
one-sided affair after all . But spirits strongly confirmt

the teaching of the Church, that there is , when prayer is

made, a corresponding activity on the " other side,' that

our

As a
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subtle forces are set in motion, and that aspiring

thought is unnoted or lacking in its definite effect. The

spirit cannot breathe that air and not know an intensified

vitality, it cannot mingle habitually with angels and not

catch something of their spirit, it cannot establish con
tact, even momentarily, withGod Himself and not be

thrilled to the very foundation fibres of its being .

" More things are wrought by prayer

sid Thanthis world dreams of, wherefore let thy voice

Rise like a fountain (for me) day and night,

For so the whole round earth is every way

Bound by gold chains about the feet of God .”

- >
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THE PSYCHIC ELEMENT IN

LITERATURE.

7 !! .:

12,7

GLEANINGS FROM NOTABLE BOOKS .

BEST,

By W. GEO . WHEELER, L.P.I.
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same way, Mrs. Beecher Stove in her looher "Uncle

Tom's Cabin , ” describes Tom as being cheered by the vision

of the beautiful child, Evangeline, afterher passing over;

and to the child's father, Mr. St. Clair, before leaving this

world, comes'amanifestation ofhis angel mother.Long.

fellow presents the same idea in one of his poems. Mrs.

Booth Tucker was comforted and restored to health through

a vision of her beloved departed mother.

Once more to quote Prentice Mulford, " There is every

grade and quality of mind on the unseen side of life .

There is as much error in that mind, which comesnearest

the world's atmosphere of thought as there is with us."

" If we pin our faith to any individual spirit and accept its

utterances as infallible, no matter who it may be, or pre

tend to be, then we are in danger of falling into 'error."

This is probably over-stated, but it certainly suggests that

the soul should be purified and fitted for communion

WITH THE NOBLEST AN

rather than with the doubtful and depraved. Löycester

Lyne perceived angel faces during his illness because his

spirit life was prepared to receive them ; just as Glyndon,

in Lytton's " Zanoni,” perceived only the fearful «dweller
on the threshold " since his nature had been given to folly.

The spirit -messengers may appear silent when - man's

soul is not prepared to receive the message. The untrained

nature may not justly claim a vision of the departed, and

the trained earthly spirit may be limited asto its revelations.

As the author of " The Day After Death ” remarks: "In

order to receive these communications, a man must possess

a pure and noble mind, and he must have preserved the

-cultus of those whom he has lost. ” " Persons who receive

communications from the dead have remarked that these

communications sometimes cease quite suddenly. A cele

brated actress had manifest communications with a person

whom she had lost by a tragical death . These communica

tions abruptly ceased . The soul of the dead friend, warned

her that their intercourse was about to cease. The super

humanbeing who was in relations with the terrestrial per.

son had already risen in rànk in the celestial hierarchy, and

could no longer correspond with the earth ."

Ella Wheeler Wilcox wrote a little poem, entitled "The

Land of the Gone-Away -Souls .” A verse runs:

" Messages come from the mystic sphere,
But few know , the code of that land ;

Yes, many the messa but few who hear

In the din of the world below ;

Or hearing the message, can understand

Those truths which we long to know .”

We have entered a new age of psychic thought and er.

perience, a vast realm opens before the mental vision,and

we stand on the threshold of the mightiest revelations the

soulhas known. The greatest poets , philosophic spiritual
thinkers , and literary artists cannot but rejoice at the

mystic wisdom of the Last blending with the unfolding know
ledge of the West .

T
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RUSKIN ON CRYSTALS AND THE LADDER

OF LIFE.

In Prentice Mulford's work; “ The Gift of the Spirit,"

is a fine . chapter on " Healthy and Unhealthy Spirit Com

munion .". The author recognises Spiritualism in its higher

forms, at the same time referring to the disagreeable asso

ciations which have clustered around the word.

ceives that there is mention again and again in the books

of the Bible of beings from the other side of life , who com

municated with men . If true, and “ the same forces or ele

ments are in nature now which existed then to bring about

such results , why should they not operate to-day ? ”

He claims that like attracts like, and distinguishes be

tween the material and the spiritual mind. He who visits

demoralising places attracts degraded spirits ; he whose

soul is upward cast draws tohimself ennobling and exalted
spirits. There are great spiritual laws, and " we cannot

get spiritual laws and ignore the existence of individual

spirits .” He suggests that spirits, without physical bodies,

are associated with eachindividualonearth .

Prentice Mulford favours Spiritualism : but he does not

feel bound to accept all its forms . Thus he says : “ Two

minds have no business using one body, it isunnatural,”

and that " spiritual seekings for 'selfish motives produce little
good .”

i Bulwer Lytton was 'acquainted with the psychic, and re

veals it much in his fine works, " Zanoni" and " King

Arthur." His delineation of Zanoni is magnificent; it

depicts one who communicated with a great psychic in the

realm beyond . Zanoni himself possessed powers far beyond

the ordinary, being conversant with the secret arts and

sciences, living a life of nobility and superior unfolding .

Lytton refers to the danger of the unprepared soul rushing

blindly into the great psychic realm , and portrays the awful

ness of forcing admission without a pure , unsullied mind to

meet its demands. I recently read awork by Robert Hugh

Benson , " The Necromancers,.? which portrayed the same

idea .

Louis Figuier, in his wonderful work ,

" THE DAY AFTER DEATH,'

rejects Spiritualism in its popular commonplace form , but

unconsciously accepts the highest side of Modern Spiritu

alism , as is apparent from quotations from his personal ex

periences . He refers to an Italian Count , who, having lost

his mother forty years ago , was yet able daily to communi
cate with her . To the secret counsels of his mother he

owed, he says, his successful career and good fortune. A

celebrated journalist lost a son, 'a 'charming youth with
literary accomplishments. With this departed boy he is

able to converse . ' ' A barrister maintains constant relations

with a sister who, when living, according to him , possessed

every human perfection, and who never fails to guide her

brother in every difficulty of his life .
That psychic communion is possible , soul here being in

Anenced and affected by soul there , may be taken as ver'i

fied , proclaimed from individual experiences at the mouth of

many witnesses. The linking up of souls in two realms ,

Here and beyond, stands among the many mighty wonders
of this wonderful age.

Most Spiritualists will have seen or heard of Mrs. Mary

Davies' delightful book, "My Psychic Recollections ,
which an illustration maybe given : A doctor had a

charming girl of three years old . The authoress had met

her, andwas interested in her little personality. The nurse

told her the child's name, and that her father lived near

by ; her mother had " passed ' on ." One night Mrs. Davies

was awakened by a spirit woman, who implored her to save
the doctor's darling . Mrs. Davies promptly went to the

doctor's, who evidently thought her deranged, and related

her vision. He went up to the nursery and burst open the

door. The nurse was unconscious, anda candle on the floor
had set fire to a bedcover , which was smouldering. There

was danger of being burnt to death . The child was rescued .

Edna Lyall may or may not have specially thought of

Spiritualism when producing " Don'ovan ," but during the

illness of her hero he is conscious in his dreamy hours of

the presence of " little Dot , ' ' his beloved sister, some time

departed .

11
6

1

The remarks of Major Marriott on crystals (p . 463) re

mind one of the beautiful passage in " Ethics of the Dust, "

in which our thoughts are led up from the earth, as by

Jacob's ladder, to the Angelic Ministry, " the Heavens and

all the Powers therein .”

“ You m at least earnestly believe,'' he says , "that

the presence of the spirit which culminates in your own

life , shows itself in dawning wherever the dustof the earth

begins to assume any orderly and lovely state . You will

find it impossible to separate this idea of gradated mani

festation from that of the vital power . Thegradations

which exist between the different members of organic

creatures( e.g., calyx and corolla ) exist no less between the

different ranges of organisms. It admits the idea of a life

above us , in other creatures, as much yobler than oursing

ours is nobler than the dust.
The most vital and

beautiful Christian temperrests joyfully in its conviction of

the multitudinous ministry of living angels, infinitely varied
in rank and power...

And hard upon this comes also to mind that very noble

passago with which Alfred Russel Wallace concludes his

" World of Life,” after discussing the idea of hierarchies in

creation , and howeach grade of being would be " supreme

overall beingsof lower grado, who would carry out their

orderswiththo inost delighted and intelligent obedience."

Here is , surely , the vision of that Kingdom which , me

pray may come.

a

from

۱ )

T. E. L.

9 )

A New Song . — The lyric, " Dayspring,” by David Gow,
which appeared in Light some time ago, has been set to

music by Mr. F." A. Challinor, the composer, and is probalished by Ryalls and Jones, Limited , 224, Great Portland

street, London , W., and Giange-road ,

musical setting is an artistic piece of work, full of deli
cacy and feeling." Its quality is attested by a critic who is

himself a composer .

Birken
head. The
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PSYCHIC PHOTOGRAPHY
.

1

on the subject of psychic photography, and we recall one

of his observations to the effect that some quite genuine

examples of psychic photography looked as if the " extras"
had been cut out of another photograph by a can -opener.

Needless to say he was quite convincedof the reality of the

results, although he was naturally reticent on the subject

of the precise causes at work . His attitude was the scientific

one of testifying to the genuineness of the phenomena and
avoiding hypotheses.

We salute his memory and pay a grateful tribute to his

work as a pioneer of one of the most important branches

of psychical research .

“ PSYCHIC EXTRAS ” : A CAUTION.

So many allusions have been made in the recent articles

and addresses on Psychic Photography to the late Mr. Traill

Taylor that a short account of him will be of interest to

those whose memories do not go back to the days of the

early experimenters.

Nr. J. Traill Taylor, who passed away on November

Ith, 1895, in Florida , where he cultivated orange-trees , was

porn at Kirkwall in the Orkneys on January 23rd, 1827, so

hat at the time of his death he was in his sixty -ninth

Fear. As a youth he was attracted to and practised the

Daguerreotype process, and in the intervals snatched from

he pursuit of his profession as a watchmaker developed
great aptitude for the study of chemistry and optics of the

hen very young art of photography. In Edinburgh he was

roughtinto contact with Sir David Brewster , Henry Fox

Talbot, Mungo Ponton , Piazzi Smyth, R. H. Bow, Thomas

Davidson (the optician ), and other noted workers of sixty

Fears ago, by whom he was highly esteemed for his know

edge of photography and his abilities as an experimentalist
and writer. For some time he was connected with the

Scotsman " and other Scottish newspapers, and dated his

rst association with photographic journalism from about

he year 1855, when heestablished an ever -circulating maga

ide devoted to photography, and called “ The Photo.

rapher.

In the year 1859 Mr. Taylor became a regular con

ributor to the " Photographic Journal , " and thus started a

onnection which was only to terminate with his death .

five years later—that is, in 1864on the retirement of

Ir . Shadbolt, he was appointed Editor, a position he filled

or the succeeding fifteenyears. In the early partof 1879
e vacated the chairfor the purpose of taking a commercial

ppointment in the United States, and before his departure
- num ously -attended farewell dinnerand a handsome gold

vatch were offered to him as marks of the esteem in which

he was held by the photographic public. Circumstances

Reciding him toabandon hisnew position about a year after

is arrival in New York , he resumed his connection with

hotographic journalism , taking up the editorship of the
Photographic Times" (New York ), which rapidly prospered
under his skilful direction .

He did a fine work not only for psychic photography

at for photography in general, and was a leading figure in

he photographic world , being highly popular by reason of

nis geniality and helpfulness. He was in fact a man of

warm sympathies as well as outstanding ability in his
Focation .

Our last recollection of him is when he spoke publicly

Two photographs with alleged " psychic extras" have

been sent tome this morning ( July 16th ) for criticism .

Mere inspection of prints or negatives cannot be decisive

one way or the other ; everything depends on how the nega

tives were taken. I may, however, say at once that these

look prima -facie like fakes. I have had satisfactory per

sonal proof that psychic photography is a genuine phe

nomenon , but to accept all alleged instancesof it is quite

another thing . Messrs. Whately Smith and Patrick are

quite right in detailing how frauds may be imposed on the
credulous .

One of the simplest is to expose a plate on a faked por

trait surrounded by drapery , against a dead -black back

ground , to substitute this exposed, but undeveloped, plate
for one of the experimenter's own plates, and claim the
result as an " extra "

Sealed packets, too , can be opened unless the sealing is

very well done . The most effective method of sealing is to

tie a coloured silk thread round the packet, knotting it

back and front, and to seal over the knots. If this is

done and the plates are signed by the experimenter imme
diately the packet is opened by him before the medium

touches the plates at all , there is a reasonable probability

that any extras are genuine, if also there are several plates

exposed in the camera without any adjustments, and the

development is carried out by the experimenter himself .

If these conditions were carried out by all the sitters

there would be fewer doubtful results . No honest medium

will object to them , indeed they are a protection to the
medium as well as to the sitter.

S. DE B.

THE MEANING OF MEDIUMSHIP.

By PHYLLIS AYLMER LLOYD .

erial plane.

There are so many forms of this gift that each requires

parate study and treatment, though certain great funda

nental laws link all the different phases. But without the

areful consideration of the laws governing mediumship

Ettle good can result . In all cases, I think, the medium
hould be treated as a finely -tempered instrument, the

andling of which requires great delicacy of touch, and
uarded with that care with which a master craftsman

eeps his most valuable tools .

In physical mediumship scientific experiment is appar

mtly discovering that it is the vital force of the psychic

Ehich is temporarily tapped to provide the power with

hich the spirit operators are able to manifest on the ma

Therefore, in experiment for this kind of phenomena , it

zems that the physical body of the medium should receive

pecial care, both before, during and after a sitting, to

nsure satisfactory results, and that all bodily fatigue
hould be avoided so far as possible . Consequently, one

arvels sometimes at the reasoning of those who argue

hat for money to be received in payment for psychic ser

ices is unsuitable and conducive to fraudulent practices.

In most cases, in these days of industrial competition ,

Sme means money. No doubt, many great souls invarious

=rofessions would willingly give their services in the in

erest of humanity, if it were possible to persuade the

gadesmen, merchants , and even the Government, to do

In mediumship on the mental plane great quietude of

nind and spiritis essential, and to those who understand

he power of thought, it is readily comprehensible that in

he stateof acute sensitivenessto which a medium is keyed

p in order to function upon super- physical planes, he-or

he- vibrates like a tant' wire to the mental conditions

I feel more and more assured that the only atmosphere

in which a medium can mentally breathe is in an atmos

phere of sympathy and love created by the thoughts of

those whom he ( or she) is trying to serve, and that this

atmosphere , too , is one in which the spirit communicators

can operate most perfectly, being, as it is , the normal con

dition of the spheres to which they belong , and in which

spheres the psychic is temporarily functioning in the mental

body.

I speak with experience when I say, that hard and even
keen thought can wound this finer body as sticks and

knives can wound the physical body, and when it is re

membered that, according to the form of mediumship exer

cised , the psychic is working in the etheric or spiritual

body, it is easily understood with what care we should

regulate and control our thoughts and actions when seeking

the advantage of her supernormal activities.

Spiritual mediumship, I think if one can use that

word for want of a better – very rarely occurs unless the

medium is alone, and is the result of such upliftment of

thought and such tapping of the universal reservoirs of

knowledge and power that the incarnate spirit is almost com

pletely detached from those conditions which can harm or

affect the medium on lower planes .

But the word " medium " in the sense of an instrument

of communication between incarnate and discarnate souls,

implying, as it does, three separate entities, does not
really apply to this last state, as here the communiòn is
direct between Spirit individualised and spirit universal,

and can rarely be interpreted to another.

It will be seen , therefore, that mediumship proper is not

a path strewn with roses, or rather that though there are

roses , there are also many, many thorns , and should not
be entered upon lightly or from any motive that is not
born of the desire to serve both God and mankind .

It is wise first to develop strength of character and that
spiritual unfoldment which brings in its train such

love for anything in which is life , that the sacrifice on

tailed in mediumship counts as nothing against the pure joy

of service, which is at once its power and its roward.

kewise !

round him ,

1
1
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A BASUTO PREACHER'S STORY OF HIS

CONVERSION.

“ OPTICAL - WAVES AND THOUGHT WAVES"

>

Recent numbers of the Johannesburg Star' contain

accounts of a native evangelist, the Rev. Walter Matiti,

who has been travelling along the reef expounding the

gospel, as he understands it , to congregations of natives .
Everywhere, we are told , they flock to hear him in thon

sands, and are held spellbound for hours together. The

main theme of his sermons is his own conversion . Born in

Basutoland he led a pretty wild life until well on in man

hood . Thenabout fourteen years ago he was stricken with

a serious illness which lasted nine months. One day his

heart seemed to have ceased to beat, and his family thought

he was dead. He himself believes that he actually died,
and it is his wonderfully realistic and graphic descriptions

of what he saw in the trance which preceded his return

to earth experience that so enthralls his audiences . He

tells how he was taken up to heaven and down to hell,

how every single action in his past life was presented to
him afresh , and he was charged to repair the wrongs he

had done. Travelling, with him through space his angel

guardian pointed out the various countries over which they
were journeying, and the coast line of West Africa. He

was told to look closely at Basutoland . He did so ,, and

saw his own home, his dead body lying stretched out on a

mat , and a groupof weeping women and children gathered
round it . Then followed experiences which vividly recall

parts of the " Pilgrim's Progress. '' When he came back

to life be declares that he could speak all languages
Greek, English , French, German, Chinese, etc., but he

has lost this gift perhaps, he fears, because he has not
followed the Divine will closely enough in the injunction
that he was to go abroad and preach to every tribe, irre

spective of creed . He was ordained as a minister of the

Dutch Reformed Church , but of late he has thrown oft

the denominational shackles, and preaches to members of
all churches.

A native minister told a representative of " The Star"

that many of the natives were mystified when Mr. Matiti

began to tell them bits of their past life . Those who have

heard Matiti and witnessed the effect of his eloquence and

personal magnetism on his people sincerely hope that his

doctrines will never be tainted with politics, and that his

influence will always be as wholesome as it appears to be

at present .

Mr. C. V. Tarr (Exeter) writes :

The communication sent by D. D. which appears in

Light of the 2nd inst . ( p . 432) under the title " Optical

Waves and Thought Waves," contains some extremely in

teresting statements. One particularly struck me, viz ., that

the human eye gives off an emanation or radiation in the

act of vision .

In view of the announcement in the " Daily, Chronicle"

recently that Dr. Russ, M.B. (Lond.), M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.,

has invented an instrument capable of responding to a

hitherto unknown ray from the human eye, I think this

statement worthy of attention. Of course, it is only an
other instance of the knowledge and prescience of the spirit

people being superior to that of men on this side ..

For some time past I have suspected that the eye plays

some part in the movement of the sideric pendulum . It

is very difficult to prove thiswith the pendulum , which will

only move in contact with the hand . But I have noticed

that if I close my eyes and then after a few minutes open

them again , the action of the pendulum is very much

weaker bythat time, and sometimes has almost completely

stopped. In a short time, however, with the eyes open it

will move more strongly, "regaining its original vigour., I
have noticed this ever since Ibegan experimenting with the

pendulum, but I confess that I had not conceived that

definite ray, proceeded from the eye, which might be con

cerned in the production of the movement. I had thought

rather, that with the eyes steadfastly fixed on the instru

ment, a thought- force might be generated which sometimes

helped the movement.

Another line worth following up, I think, in the light

of the new discovery is the fact that healers all through

the ages have healed persons bythe power of the gaze alone.

I know of firsthand cases. A friend who has great healing

power tells me that her most potent healing force is
exorted by the gaze . She had no control of this gaze. The

power simply possesses her, and is focussed in the eyes.

Patients say that they feel this force of a look running

through the whole body like an electric shock , and relief

usually follows . Truly , science , with heavy feet, treads in

the wake of the Spirit .

A CORRECTION .

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.The Vicarage,

St. Anne's Park , Bristol.

SIR ,-—I do not think you would willingly create a false

impression as to the progress or otherwise of the Church

of England, which, however, a note in your issue of July

9th , left uncorrected, is likely to do .

Far from there being a decrease in Confirmation Candi

dates, the official figures for 1920, as compared with 1919,

show an increase of 2,408 , whilst the number of communi

cants increased by no less than 38,418 . Moreover, the

figures for the latter year did not include the Welsh' Dio
ceses, whereas the former did , which makes the increase the

more significant .

As regards Ordination Candidates, the small number

available at the moment is due to the closing of the Theo

logical Colleges during the war. These are , however, prac

tically full again now, and the normal supply from them

will soon recommence .-I am , Sir,

Your obedient servant,

H. S. URCH.

July 13th , 1921 .

P.S. – Voluntary contributions also increased greatly
in 1920 .

[We appreciate our correspondent's care of statistical

truth, and regret having been misled by the " Evening

Standard . " Referring to the Official Year -Book of the

Church of England we find our correspondent's figures to be

quite correct, and are obliged to him for setting the matter

right. - ED .]

JUSTICE (Hastings). It is true that a thing must be

either right or not. right, but surely that is an abstract
view of the question. In this matter of vegetarianism , for

example, 'it would be wrong for you to eat meat if you felt

it was against your highest interests; but what about a

Greenlander or a Laplander ? Even if he werea Spiritualist

he would have to go on consuming animal food, because
his climaterequiresit, and he would have little or nothing

else to oat. We do many things which would be wrong

for people in other lands with other religions and customs;

and vice versa . What is wrong to you may not be wrong

in another. There are great rules of right for all mankind,

but there are smaller questions which each must settle for

himself. He must not tryto impose his particular law on
others. " If each would mend one we should all be

mended . ' '

MAXIM . - The allusion is doubtless to the statement of

Madame Guyon, the mystic : “ I understood that God wished

to teach me that thelanguage of angels might be learnt by
men on earth — that is, converse without words. "

Joan YOUNG ( Largo ).- Your letter and the verses are

welcome, although the latter offer us nothing suitable for

quotation in Light this time. Thank you for your good

wishes and the news you give us.

Mrs. L. M. HUMPHRY. — The Psychomotormeter was in
vented by Dr. Mansfield Robinson. It is madeof aluminium,

and the force supposed to influence it is described by the

inventor as “ soul force .'

PHOTOGRAPHIC STUDENT. — Yes, the practice of using a

hymn or prayer as a prelude to an experimentin psychic

photography may be overdone, but it is quite understand

able, on the part of those mediums who hold their gift

sacred and recognise the existence of the unseen vorld .

W. BAYNFORDE .— “ Procul, O ! procul este profani" may

be translated, “ Retire, retire hence, ye profane ones!".It
was the beginning of the invocation used in the Eleusian

mysteries.

AN OCCULT PLAY. — Under the auspices of the Union of

East and West an occult play called " Affinities," by Zula

Maud Woodhull will be given at the Prince of Wales'

Theatre on July 26th at 2.30. The truth conveyed in this

drama has long been known in the East , and throughout

all ages and in all countries the presence of occult forces

and the consequent subtle influence of one life upon another .

have been vaguely felt. But the scientific expression is

given for the first time in the West in this play . The cast

includes Lucy Wilson , Barbara Everest, Florence Buckton ,

Hazel Jones, Hugh Bayly, Arthur Vezin , Gordon Bailey,
and Frederić Sargent.

NEW PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED.

O LORD of Nature's life and light,

In us thy living power be shown

To melt the self from heart and sight,

Thy might to feel, Thy will to own :

That thus our kinship we may prove

O Lord of Life, enlarge our love !
T. T, P.

" The Origin and Problem of Life : A Psycho-physio

logical Study," by A. E. Baines (Routledge, 3/8 net) .

" The Ruins: or a 'Survey of the Revolutions of Empires,

to which is added The Law of Nature." By C. F. Volney.

A revision of the translation of 1795 with an introduction

by George Underwood. (Pioneer Press, 5 / - pet .) .1
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS .
Conduoted by H. W. Eogholm, Editor of the Vale Owen Soripto .

9

Ourreaders areasked to write us on all questions relating to Psychic and Spiritual Matters, Phenomena ,

& c., in fact , everythingwithin therange of our subject on which they require an authoritative reply. Every

wook answers will appear on this page.

We do not hold ourselves responsibleformanuscriptsor photographsanlesssent to us in registeredenvelope

and allcommunications requiring a personal answermust be accompanied bya stamped , addressed envelope

for reply .

.

:

ETECTING SPIRIT PRESENCE.

" IVYLEAF" writes : “ We are constantly being told that

are surrounded by unseen companions, guides, spirit

Tiends, and so on . Now at circles and when people are

itting together ' privately, they have sensations of cold ,

d otherwise feel themselves physically affected. This is

tributed to thepresence of spirits. But ifso, and spirits
e always with us, more or less, why do we not feel so

equently ? One would expect it to be an almost constant
ect, if the Spiritualist teaching is true in both cases. In

ply, I wouldask if my correspondent really believes that
spirits are always with us, more or less" ? There is much

idence that this is not the case, and besides, it is against

reason , if it is true , as we are told , that the next life

one full of activities. At the same time it is certain that

irits are often present without our being aware of the fact .

feel their presence requires a state of placidity and a

gree of sensitiveness, as well as a mental and spiritual
king-up with the Beyond. In other words , spiritual per

ption has to be awakened. If this were not the case highly

veloped sensitives could notcarry on the business of their

dinary lives . They " cut off” their psychic consciousness

nile going about their daily affairs. You and I do it, too ,

consciously , in our outer normal consciousness when we

88 , without seeing , a friend in the street .

HAT 18 THE SUBCONSCIOUSNESS?

J. C. (Glasgow ): - A whole article might be devoted to

e question you raise, which is not at all easy to answer in

few sentences. Leading writers on Spiritualism , as you
y, frequently refer to the subconsciousness as the source

some (not all ) communications supposed to come from

irits. There is a conscious mind and will which we exer

so in our everyday life, but there is also a subconscious

rt of us which carries on some of our work without any

rection from us . The heart beats, the blood circulates, the

od is digested under the direction of an intelligence which
erates independently of our conscious minds. On the

entalside of things, this applies to many operations which

at first carried on with difficulty and by the exercise of

r wills, but which afterwards became automatic — that is

say, they are done by the subconsciousness. One need not

ote examples of this they are common and obvious . Be

nd this stage come, for example , " dream states," in
ich the unconscious mind willweave all kinds of fancies

at have their origin in the mind itself, freed for a time

om the direction of the conscious will . Another step be

nd this bringsus into the region of definite and evidential

amples of spirit communications — the action of intelli

gences outside ourselves. These may occasionally be coloured

or perverted by the action of the subconscious part of the

person through whom they are transmitted . This is to deal

very briefly with a large question ; but it may be of use

to you in gaining a better understanding of the subject.

DOES OMNISCIENCE INCLUDE THE NEED FOR

JUDGMENT ?

G. T. Foster .-- Your question as to the accuracy of

writers on Omniscience as exercising judgment involves the

old question of the Absolute and the impossibility of speak
ing of it in any but relative terms. In reply to your

objection , Dr. Powell writes :

" Judgment is not merely ascertaining whether im

pressions or ideas agree or differ. Every judgment is a

partial interpretation of reality, becoming more and more

complex , and involving a wider and widur range of reality

as knowledgeadvances. This judgment ranges all the way
from the simplest act of perception performed by the child

who says ' This is a dog,' to the embracing and interpretation

of the whole of reality in an ideally perfect judgment by

Omniscience. The wider the knowledge the better the ca

pacity for judgment. I must say I am amazed at the sug

gestion that it is only lack of information which renders

necessary an act of judgment . On the contrary , the wider
the information the more complete and perfect is the

judgment.

ور

MEMORY BEYOND THE VEIL.

G. Wilson . - The best way of replying to your question

may be to quote the following passage from a recent book,
“ The Fringe of Immortality,' by Mary Monteith (p . 82 ) :

“ A short memory is not characteristic only of the dead. If

we consider how elusive it is in life , and with what difficulty

old memories are awakened, more sympathy will be shown
with those on the other side when disappointing messages ,

which are perhaps distorted out of recognition in the tran
sit through another's mind or brain , are received. The deli

cacy of telepathic communication , to take but a normal

method, can only be realised through practical experience ,

and , like experiments [in telepathy ] with the living , make

one wonder how the dead ever manage to convey sensible
messages at all . It is no good underestimating the diffi

culties of communication, and not the least is the lapse of

memory on the part of the inquirer with vegard to certain
points raised by the communication ." We would recom

mend you to read the book . It clears away many of the

objections and difficulties of the inquirer.

THE UNDISCOVERED COUNTRY.
1

80

A Sequence of Spirit-messages

This work will prove & describing Death and the Mr. HAROLD BAYLEY

revelation to those who

are not familiar with the After -world. has presented the whole

beautiful and ennobling
Edition to the “ Light”character of manyspirit

Selected from Published and Unpublished
messages. “ The Undis

Automatic Writings (1874 to 1918) . Development Fund,
covered Country " is &

standard work of refer Edited by HAROLD BAYLEY, every copy sold will in

enoe concerning the “ Lite

Beyond the Veil.” with an introduction by
future help this fund,

SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE.

POST FREE 6/6

Office ofof “ LIGHT ?

5, QUEEN SQUARE, LONDON,LONDON, W.C. 1.
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RAYS AND REFLECTIONS . SUNDAY'S SOCIETY MEBTINGS.

These notices are confined to announcements of meetings on the coming

Sunday, with the addition only of other engagements in the samo

week . They are charged at the rateof 18, for two lines (includingthe
name of the society ) and Od. for every additional line .

In the " Sunday Express " Mr. James Douglas deals

trenchantly with the disease of the age. He says, England

has no time for God, ” . and_repeats thatstriking, sentence

several times in his article. He speaks of the dullincapacity

for the higher joys, the finer raptures of existence the
" ignoble fear of rest and quietness and solitude and

silence . " It is all sadly true. That is why Spiritualism is

in the world to- day to provide an elixir, to show a more

excellent way, the way of the Spirit .

.

1

Lewisham . - Lime's Hall, Limes Grove . - 6.30, Mrs.

Worthington .

Croydon . - Harewood Hall , 96, High -street . - 11, Mr.

Percy Scholey ; 6.30, Mrs. A. Boddington.

Church of the Spirit, Windsor-road , Denmark Hill , S.E.

-11, open service ; 6.30, Mr. T. W. Ella .

Shepherd's Bush . 73, Becklow -road . - 11, public circle ;

7 , Mr. H. Bolton . Thursday , 8 , Mrs. W. Smith .

Holloway.--Grovedale Hall, Grovedale-road (near High

gate Tube Station ).– To -day, ( Saturday), at 7, whist drive.

Sunday, 11, Mr. T. W. Ella ; 3, Lyceuin ; 7 , Mr. Percy

Smyth . Wednesday, 8 , Mrs. E. Edey.

Brighton . - Athencum Hall. - 11.15 and Wednesday
, 8,Mr. Alfred

Mr. S. W. Roe; Mrs. Curry, clairvoyance .

Peckham .- Lausanne-road . - 7, Mrs. E. Orlowski. Thurs

day, 8.15, Mrs. E. Marriott.

St. John's Spiritual Mission, Woodberry Grove, North

F'inchley (opposite tram depôt).- 7, Mr. H. W. Engholm .
Wednesday, 8, Mrs. Jamrach. Monday, 7.30, circle . Thurs
day circle discontinued.

Sutton.-Co -operative Hall, Benhill-street. - 8.30,-

Madame Rose, address and clairvoyance.

6

The July issue of the " Sovereign Magazine" contains a

story, “ The Power," by Kathlyn Rhodes . It tells of an old

woman , a reputed witch, living with herson , a hulking
poacher, in a lonely cottage on a country heath. The old

crone tells fortunes to the swains and lasses of the neigh

bourhood , and is visited by police officers, who designto

entrap the woman in the usual way. But they have rec

koned without her " power," which, as she says, " comes and

goes ," for indeed she has admitted to a previous visitor, a

village girl , that when the power is absent she makes up"

her prophecies. The power having come upon her, she as

tonishes the police officers with a story of a murder in the
neighbourhood, the perpetrator of which one of them (a
detective ) is endeavouring to discover. She identifies the

murderer as her own son , and he is arrested on his return

home-a dramatic story with a moral concerning the true

inwardness of fortune-telling.

>

>

3

S.S. "

I have referred before to some of the remarkable pre
dictions made by Andrew Jackson Davis in the ' fifties of

last century , when he foreshadowed the electric light, the
automobile , aviation , etc. I am reminded of one of his

prophecies by an article in an American magazine which

deals with the fact that the problem of generating electricity

from the wind has been solved by the engineers of the

Perkin Corporation, acting in conjunction with the Westing
house Electric Company . Now , Andrew Jackson Davis

not only foretold aerial flight, but said that the first method

of propulsion would be superseded by the discovery that the

force required could be generated from the air . The dis

covery of the American engineers is at least significant .

WHITE STAR LINE .

Majestic " (building ) 56,000 tons .

The Largest Steamer in the World .

R.M.S. " Olympic," 46.439 tons.

SERVICES TO ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD.

*

Apply to

WHITE STAR LINE, 30, James Street, Liverpool ; TA

Canute Road , Southampton ; 1, Cockspur Street,

London . S.W., and 38, Leadenhall Street, London , E.C.;
and Union Chambers, Templo Row , Birmingham .4

The Rev. Ellis G. Roberts tells me he is very pleased

with the use made of the case of silver spoons which he

presented to LIGHT, as described in the account of the Garden

Fête . And he tells me of a curious coincidence in connec

tion with it . But as at the moment I have not his per

mission to give the story I must reserve it for another

occasion .

.

I have a lurking sympathy with the crank whose function

in the economy of life is ordinarily misunderstood. He is

usually a man of one idea, an idea in advance of his time,
and generally contrives to be a nuisance. But this is the

way of Providence in getting a new thought into the con
sciousness of the race .

R. M. S. P.

SERVICES BETWEENUNITED KINGDOM ,

NORTHERN EUROPE &

ATLANTIC & PACIFIC COASTS OF

NORTH, CENTRAL & SOUTH

AMERICA .

* * * #

THE ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY,

LONDON :
Atlantic House, Moorgate Street, E.C.a.

32 , Cockspur Street, S.W.1 .

1
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I was told some time ago by a visitor to a certain café

much frequented by reformers , that while there his atten

tion was drawn to a strangely attired man, who was taking

his ten with a little group of advanced thinkers. He was

told that this man was a crank who made it a practice

never to carry money . “ Then how can he pay for his

tea ?” asked the visitor. “ Oh, his friends do that,'

the reply ; " you see it is a new religion . " " A new religion ? ”

said the astonished inquirer; "why that's not a new religion.

That's a very old dodge !" Yet even when laughing over

the story I could not but feel that the man who thus dis

dained the use of money might be one of the fore-runners

of that new and better dispensation in which the cash
nexus " and the commercial life will be supersededby a

social system like that described in William Morris's " News
from Nowhere " .La commonwealth where Service before Self

was the rule and money was unknown.

LUCIUS .

NORWAY
13 DAYS

25 GUINEAS
" LIGHT” DEVELOPMENT FUND.

SUMMER PLEASURE CRUISES

FOR Visiting Finest Fjords,
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In addition to donations recorded in previous issues,
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THE CATALOGUE OF LIBRARY.
TAE heavens were once given to the astronomer . No

other starry system can be expected than was once de

livered to the Chaldæan star -gazers and their fellows in

other lands . Yet astronomy has been finding out more

about the heavens ever since, and the end is not yet. It

is so with the truth of the Spiritual world.-— "The Hibbert

Journal."

(Consisting of Three Thousand Volumes) of the

London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd.

PRICE 2/8 POST FREE .

From Librarian, London Spiritualist Alliance , Ltd., 5, Queen

Square, Southamptop Row , Londop, W.C. 1.
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Who Will Answer This Urgent

Call for Help ?

EUROPE'S STARVING CHILDREN.

Innocent Little Ones Suffering the Constant Tortures

of Hunger and Disease.

6

• A with incalculable sorrow ,I can think of nonemore pitiful than that which
has overwhelmed the innocent little children of Europe.

" The sad story of these poor little ones, bruised and broken on the cruel

wheel ofwar,hasappalledthe world , and thework of the Save the Children Fund

deserves universal support.

The appeal made by the Fund is an appeal to us as Christians and to
our common humanity , which must surely prove irresistible, That millions of

little people should be literally starving, shutout of that paradise of childish joys

which is the prerogative of normal childhood, is perhaps the worst as it is cer.

tainly, the most pathetic outcome of the war.

“ I trust that the effort of the Save the Children Fund ' to

STOP THIS SLAUGHTER OF THE INNOCENTS

will be continued with unfaltering vigour and be crowned with

success. The Rt. Hon. W. M. HUGHES, K.C.

2
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“ FOR MY SAKE.”

man

6
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The race marches forward on

the feet of little children.

Surely the angels in heaven must

be weeping bitter tears at the sight

of what one of the noblest-hearted

sons of our Empire described as

being " the most awful spectacle in

history."

A Glimpse of Central Europe's post -war

misery from Mr. Coningsby Dawson's “ It

Might Have Happened to You .

" The mother was scarcely clad above
the waist. Her eyes were punk deep in

her head and burot with the fever of

famine. ' About her neck a horrid rag was

knotted, for her throat was puffed with

tubercular glands. She spoke in a hoarse

whisper, pauting with the effort. . . They
had five children, yes. They were nearly

naked as we could see . They were all

consumptive and always starved .

Probabiy theywould die soon, shesupposed
that would be better."

So far a glorious record of rescue

has been effected by the " Save the

Children Fund ." Rescue which has

resulted in keeping hundreds of

thousands of little ones from Death's

door-but they must still be fed

or otherwise it would have been far

better never to have relieved them .

Can we fall out from the fighting

line of rescue and thus bave all

former efforts brought to naught ?

This is inconceivable-it would be

an admission that, humanity and

charity have capitulated to man :

kind's most relentless foe " Starva

tion .' Rather let us gird our loins

“ Inasmuch as ye gave ear unto the sigh

ing

of the least of these , the childrenof
My care,

Of your love from death redeemed them,

or in dying

Stood betwixt them and the shadow of

despair ;

" Inasmuch as, when the little ones did

languish,

Ye put forth the hand to make their

burdenslight ;

Inasmuch as, when they lay on beds of

apguish,

Ye were with them in the watches of

the night

" All the joy ye brought to light when

sorrow hid it

Now awaits you, an exceeding great

reward ,

Asye did it untothese, to Me yedidit :

Enter ye into the joy of your Lord .”

" Lord , when sought we out the children.

that did languish ?

When put forth the hand to make their

burdens light?

Lord , we wist not when they lay on beds

of anguish ,

And we slept throughout the watches of

the night."

“ Inasmuch as , though ye might not touch

or tend them.

Ye were with them in your love to heal.
and save,

And were hands and feet to those who

did befriend them,

By the gold and by the silver that yo

gave. "

JAMES BRUNTON STEPHENS.

and determine to Fight the Good

Fight" until triumph crowns our

efforts.

The child you save may , grow

up to be just an ordinary

orwoman-just one of the common

people - or ,it may be, you aro'nur

turing the spark of life in some frail

infant breast, who in lateryears, is
destined to be a bright and shining

light amongst men. No matter wbat

the future -we all have a solemn

duty to the present, and ifwe close

our ears to theheartrending con:

ditions of these little innocents,

then we have disregarded not only

the laws of Nature and civilisation

butthe teaching of the Son of God.

" BIGGEST IDEA SINCE JES!S.'

1 : " Remember," writes an Irinh supporter,

" the Save the Children Fund is right on

the line of the biggest idea the world has

had since Jesus, after fondling an infant

inHis armsamongst the apostles,said :
; Of such' is the Kingdom .'

Little lives are flickering out
whilst you hesitate.

The crael

clutches of Starvation are tighten

ing in torture on little spectral

bodies. Save one or more to day.

Yield to the impulse of your heart

and render a God inspired service

to these poor starving children.

Send the most generous contribu

tion you can to -day and address it

to

Lord WEARDALE, Chairman of Committee

“ Save the Children " Fund (Room 324),

26, Golden Sq ., Regent St. , London, W. 1 ,

6 .

* * *
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