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Programme of Meetings for the Coming Week.

TUESDAY, May 11th, at 3 p.m.—
For Members ONLY.
- Séance for Clairvoyant Descriptions.
No admission after 8 o'clock.

THURSDAY, May 13th—
For Members ONLY.

At 6.30 pm.— ... Meeting for Devotional Cont;empla.tlon-
' Members Free; Visitors, 1s.
At780pm— . v Dr. W. J. VANSTONE.
Lecture : pmt;ua.l Significance of Talismanic Jewels.”

FRIDAY, Ma.y 14th, 8.50 p.m.—
Members Free; Visitors, 1s.
Talks with a Spirit Control ... Mgrs. M. H. WaLLis.

Open Meeting for Written Questions of an Impersonal
Nature Bearing on the Future Life.

MEMBERS, One Guinea.

For Syllabus and further particulars regarding the work of the
Allsance apply to the Seoretary.

The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd.,

STEINWAY HALL, LOWER S8EYMOUR 8T., PORTMAN 8QUARE, W. 1.

SUNDAY EVENING NexT, AT 6.30, MRS. E. A. CANNOCK.
May 16th—Mr. Horace Leaf.
Welcome to all. Admission Free. Colleotion.

Stelaway Hall is within two minutes’ walk of Selfridge’ s‘) Oxford Sb.,
and five minutes from Bond Street aud Marble Arch Tube Stations.
8piritualists and inquirers are invited to join the Association.

THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION,
18, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W.

SUNDAY, MAY 9ra.

At 11 a.m. oos MR. ERNEST MEADS.
At6.30 pm. ... o ... DR. W. J. VANSTONE.
Wednesday, May 12th at 7.30 p m., Mr. Thomas Ella.
Friday, May 14th, at 7.30 p.m, Mr. Ecnest Hunt.
Thursdays, Meeting for Inquirers, 4 p.m

THE * W. T. STEAD” LIBRARY AND BUREAU,
18a, Baker Street, W.1.

READING ROOM AND RESTAURANT OPEN DAILY.

TUESDAY, May 11T1H, AT 7 P.M. .. MRS, NEVILLE.
THURSDAY, MaY 13TH, AT 3.30 P.M....Rev. Drayton Thomas.
Free Healing, Wednesday, 7 to 8 30, Mrs. Seyforth.
Non-Members not admitted until 3.15 and 6.45 p.m.
Members Free. Visitors ls.

WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION,

(Through Passage between 4 and 5, Broadway, Wimbledon.)

SUNDAY, MAyY 9TH, 11 A.M, .. MR. F. JONES.
3 P.M. .. LYCEUM,
6.30 p.M, .. - REV. ROBT. KING.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 127H, 7.30 P.i.... MRS. E. A. CANNOCK.
HeALING.—Daily, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., except Tuesdsy and Saturday.

SPIRITUALISM.

SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE

" WiLL DELIVER A LECTURE ON

“DEATH AND THE HEREAFTER/,

AT THE

Adult School Hall, Park Lane, Croydon,
On Monday, May 10th, at 7.30 p.m.
Chairman : Dr. ELLis T. PoweLr, LL.B., D.Sc.

TICKETS: 5/- and 2/6 (numbered and reserved); ad-
mission 1/6 and 6d. To be obtained from Mr. Thomas
Cook, 28, George-street, Croydon.

THE GREAT DEBATE.

THE TRUTH OF SPIRITUALISM.

Verbatim Report of Debate between Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle and Joseph McCabe. Revised
by both Disputanits. ‘
Paper covers, 64 pages, 1/2 net post free-
6 copies 6/- post free 12 copies 12/- post free.
Lieer OFFICE, 6, QUEEN SQUARE, LonpoN. W.C. 1.

DELPHIC CLUB, 22a, Regent Street, SW. 1.

Sunday, May 9th, 7 p.m. Social Evening.

Wednesda.y. May 12th, 5 p.m. Miss Ellen Conroy.
¢*Symbolism of the Druids.”

Frlda.y, May 14th, 56 p.m. Thakur Shrl Jessrajsinghji
Seesodia. ¢‘ Psychology in the East.”
For particulars of membership apply the Secretary.
Visitors are admitted by invitation of a Member.

Members’ Subscription: Town, 3 guineas ; Country, 2 guineas.

CHURCH OF HIGHER MYSTICISM,

22, PRINCES STREET, CAVENDISH 8QUARE, W.

MRS. FATIRCLOUGH SMITH is giving a series of Instructive

Addresses on ‘‘ Che Human Aura,” *‘ Auric Colours,” &c., EVERY
SUNDAY AFTERNOON, at 3.1 oclock with illustrations and. some
(lelmeatlons

Silver collection to defray expenses. No Suunday evening meeting.

BRIGHTON SPIRITUALIST BROTHERHOOD,
Old Steine Hall, 521, Old Steine, Brighton.

Sn:svwss-—Sunday. 11,30 and 7 p.m. ; Monday. 7.16 p.m. ; Tuesday,
3 p.m. ; Thursday 7.15p.m. A hea.rny welcome as all meetmgs

SUNDAY, MONDAY & TUESDAY, MRS, ALICE JAMRACH.
Admission Free. Silver Collection.

MR H. ERNEST HUNT
will give his

FIVE SELF—DEVELOPME NT LECTURES ON
MENTAL TRAINING & NERVE CONTROL

At 72, HIGH STREET, MARYLEBONE (Marylebone
Music Studios), near Baker Street Station,

On WEDNESDAYS at 7, commencing MAY 12th.

Fee for the Course, 21/- ; Single Lectures, 5s. Synopsis and Par-
ticulars from the Secretary, 30, Woodstock-road, Bedford Park,W.4-
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The International Home Circie Federation.
(Affiliated with the ‘‘Spiritualists’ Nstiqul ITnim").

! Hon. Sec.: Miss M. BAINES, 8, Heath Close, Hampstead Way, N.W. 4.

A LANTERN LECTURE
On Spirit Photography and Allied Phenomena
Will be given by

MISS FELICIA SCATCHERD

At the Arts Guild Hall, 6, Queen Square, Southampton

Row, W.C. :
(Near Holborn and Russell Square Tube Stations),

On MAY 11th, at 7.30 p.m.
, V1800UNTESS MOLESWORTH will take the Chair.

Many of the photographs have been specially gathered from the Con-
tinent, and are likely to cause much comment and interest, being
eutirely new to English audiences.

Tickets 28 (including tax).
May be had from the Hon. Sec.
«“THE MEMPHIS” OUIJA BOARD
h Ideal for Investigators wishing to get  Psychic
! Communications.” Silent, frictionless, portable.
MEMPHIS In neat case, with booklet of full, plain instruc-

tions which can be understood by anyone.
mall slze (7in. by 8in.) .. 6/8
l.irge size gSln. by 15in.) .. 13/8.

R. B. T.NAYLOR, Carr Bank, Whatstandwell, DERBYSHIRE.
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NOW READY.

RACHEL COMFORTED,
Being the Conversations of a Mother in the Dark with her Child in the Light.

By Mprs. Fred Maturin.
With Prefaces by Sir A. CoNaN Doyie and the late W. T. STEAD.

Remarkable records of years of conversations im her own home, per
planchette (with no professional aid), of a mother with her dead child.
aged thirteen. * Sunny’s” charming homely and joyous descriptions of
h%s life in the Beyond are, so far as is known, unparalleled throughout

g;- individuality, continuity and consistency. They also

for the!
the world for including incidents not

abound with evidential matter of all kinds,
within the knowledge of the sitters.

Cloth, 260 pages, 6/6 net post free.

‘May be obtained at—
Orrice of ‘“‘LieaT,” 6, QUEEN SQUARE, Lonpon, W.C.1.

THE UNIVERSAL

BADGE OF SPIRITUALISM (Reg.)
BROOCH OR PENDANT
Blue Enamel Star with pierced Cross in
centre, open set in metal Circle. Oxydised,
3/-; Copper, 5/6; Gold, 36/-.
MRS. MONTGOMERY IRVINE,
115, Ladbroke Grove, London, W. 11.

Spiritualism : its Position and
Prospects.
A Record and a Summary of the Present Position,
By the Editor of LIGHT.

Being a reprint of the article in the January “ Quest.”
Price 4d. post free 5d.
To Societies: 3s. 6d. dozen; 12s. 6d. for 50; 25s. per 100,
post free.
OFFIcE oF ‘“‘LicaT,”’ 6, QUEEN SqUaRE, LoNDON, W.C.1.

Experiments in Psychical Science.
LEVITATION, “CONTACT,” and the *DIRECT VOICE.”
BY W. J. CRAWFORD, D.Sc.
lllustrated. Cloth, 191 pages, 6/4 net post free.

Now Ready. Second Edition.
‘THE REALITY OF PSYCHIC PHENOMENA, RAPS,
LEVITATIONS, etc.
By W. J. CRAWFORD, D.Se.
Cloth, 246 pages, 3/56 net, post free.
LieaT OFFICE, 6, QUEEN SQUARE, LoNpeN, W.C.1.

-

THE UNDISCOVERED COUNTRY.

A Bequence of Spirit-Messages describing Death and the
After-World. Edited by HAROLD BAYLEY: Introduction
by SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 6s. 6d.
net post free. .
¢, . . There are also messages dealing with ¢ War ’—the present
great War especially, All are valuable and instructive, and many of
them are on a high plane of thought, full of consoling and inspiring
influence. The boog is & notable production. It will nobly servea
need at the present time.”—LiGaT, - -
J. ARTHUR HILL'S NEw BooEK.

SPIRITUALISM : ITS HISTORY, PHENOMENA AND
DOCTRINE. Large crown 8vo. - Cloth, 8s. post free,

Those who desire an authoritative statement of the facts about
Spiritualism will find it in this readable book, which explains what
Spiritualism and Psychical Research stand for ; while to the student |
it will serve as an exhaustive Manual on the whole subject.

In an illuminating Introduction Sir Arthur Conan Doyle describes
his own attitude and experiences.
MAN IS A SPIRIT. By J. ArTHUR HILL.
Large crown 8vo. Cloth, 58, 6d. net post free.
A collection of spontaneous psychical experiences of many kinds,

told in the peroipien* s’ own words, Their value lies in the fact that
they emanate fromi ividuals knowing nothing of the traditions or

conventions of psycaical research ; and that Mr. Hill has included
no instance without having been convinced by correspondence or
interviews of the narrator’s integrity.

“Light” Office, 6, Queen Square, London, W.C. 1.

THE NEW REVELATION.
By SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE.

This celebrated author gives to the world his convictions on the
subject of life after death, after thirty years of investigation. There
is personal and convincing evidence of a continuation of life hereafter.

Cloth, Sixth Edition, 5/3% net. Paper covers, 2/9 post free.

THE VITAL MESSAGE.
By SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE.

Sir Arthur advances new conolusions on the subject of life atter
death, carrying on the principles of ‘ TBE Niw REVELATION. ’

Cloth, 228 pages. 5/4+ net post free.

Orrice oF ‘“LicuT,” 6, QUEEN SquaRrE, LoNpoN, W.C.1.

‘THE NURSERIES OF HEAVEN.

A Series of Kssays by Various Writers concerning
the Future Life of Children, with Experiences
. of their Manifestation.after Death .
Edited by the REV. G. VALE OWEN and H. A. DALLAS.
With some of REV. VALE OVEN'S Script Messages.

SOME OF THE CHAPTERS.—Of Such is the Kingdom, by H. A. Dallas ;
The Parent and the Child, by the Rev. Thomas Roberts (\Yiour of Holt);
Is it Well with the Child ?—It is Well, by Rev. H. Fielding-Ould (Vlc:r

y
in

of Christ Church, Albany Street); The Dominance of the Hilfh‘lt.
Dr, Ellis T. Powell (Editor of the *Financial News”); Children
SPirlt Life—Some Observations and Experiences, by David Gow tor
of LiGHET); Do Still-Born Children Survive? by John Lewis tor,
*‘Psychic Gazette® ): Hoge and Comfort for Mothers, by Doris Severn;
Extracts from Letters and Published Books ; Letter from Dickey in the

Spirit World; The Passing of Daisy Dryden; Two Sisters, by Rev. G
Vale Owen ; Pages from the Scripts of the Rev, G. Vale Owen.

{Profits from sale of this book to be given to the Fund for the
Children of Blinded Soldsiers.)
Cloth, 174 pages, 5/4 net post free.
LicaT OFrICE, 6, QUEEN SQUARE, LonDoN, W.C. 1.
approval. Special Department, in
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ON THE THRESHOLD OF THE UNSEEN.
By SIR WILLIAM BARREIT, F.R 8.

It is an expert physicist’s Examination of the Phenomena of
Spiritualism and of the Evidence for Survival after Death.

Cloth, 886 pages, 8/- net, post free.
OrrFIcE oF “LicHT,”” 6. QUEEN Squark, LonpoNn, W.O.1.
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NOTES BY THE WAY.

The Jeremiahs are abroad to-day prophesying the
coming of great. woes, and there is more than one
Solomon Eagle crying of impending calamities. But
there are optimists also, and some of them are dreaming
of world construction and Utopia. The Utopia makers,
indeed, are many, and if each of them regards his
scheme as the only one likely to result in a new world-
order, we need not on that account reject it.  All the
contributions of the idealists are doubtless of some use
in the edifice which is being built up. Behind the
limited power and vision of the human workers are
great Cosmic forces—the Universal Intelligence selects
and rejects with unerring judgment. None of the
Utopian schemes probably is entirely fallacious.
Every one contains the germ of an idea, and the good
in it is rigidly conserved. The defects are mainly due
to artificiality and mechanicalism. We are evidently
not ripe for a world in which everybody is to be well-fed
and comfortable. -This world, as a spirit communicator
once remarked, was ‘‘not meant to be perfect.”
Adversity is a prime condition for evolution, which sug-
gests that to-day we should be evolving at a consider-

able rate! ~ We have here, as the Apostle said, ‘‘no
abiding city.”” But there is such a thing as ‘‘living
by the way.”” As “R. L. S.” put it, "It is better to

travel hopefully than to arrive.”’
* * * *

True, there are some rare souls who find life some-
thing of a Utopia even as it is. Like Mark Tapley,
they revel in hardship, peril and adventure.  These
things give a spice to their lives. They would find a
comfortable world dull and tedious, and so indeed would
all of us—after a time. Professor James tells how he
once took up his abode in a model town in America.
It was designed to shut out every element of danger
and disorder; it aimed to abolish everything of a dis-
agreeable character. James lived there for some time
and then revolted. He found it an impossible place.
He could not breathe freely in it, and it was a relief to
get back once more to the rough and tumble world of
every day, with its ‘‘moral precipitousness.’”” There
is, indeed, something in humanity too great for mathe-
matically-perfect states. It cannot endure the precision
of a logically-planned existence. We have sometimes
thouglit that although many weary souls to-day are
longing for rest and calm and security, their real need
might be summed up in the words, ‘““more life.”
** 'Mis life of which our nerves are scant.”” Well, the
life is pouring in, and as soon as we arc sufficiently
receptive we shall be filled with its energy, braced up
and madg whole to take a part ¢f the great procession
of humanity. '

‘at any rate, whose talents lie in that direction.

In ““A Theory of the Mechanism of Survival: The
Fourth Dimension and Its Applications”” Mr. W,
Whately Smith, of the Psychical Research Society,-
gives us a well-reasoned study of fourth dimensional
space as applied to some of the facts of Psychical
Research and also to questions of Time and Prevision.-
Necessarily Mr. Whately Smith’s book is mainly one for
the advanced student of psychical phenomena, and
needs in the reader some acquaintance with mathe-
matics to make it quite clear. We do not propose at
the moment to go critically into the questions which it
raises. We found it interesting and highly suggestive,
being not at all opposed to the idea of approaching these
subjects from the mechanistic standpoint, for wherever
there is life there is mechanism, and to understand that
mechanism is part of the task before us—some of us,
There
is a good deal in the book which should be of use to
students generally, for Mr. Whately Smith deals with
Dr. Crawford’s experiments (of which he can speak as
a witness), clairvoyance, levitation, Eusapia Palladino
and Slade, the ultra-violet light, and cognate matters.
The book is published by Kegan Paul and Co. at 5/- net.

THE PRESENT POSITION OF SPIRITUALISM.

A PLEa For LEADERSHIP.

By tHE REV. G. VALE OWEN.

There is much wisdom in the leading article on page 140,
and that part of it which T trust will be especially taken
note of at thc present time is the intimation that we must
go forward. We must move, indeed, but with the right
sort of movement. The traveller on the joy-wheel moves,
but, for all that, he does not get much forwarder. It is,
no doubt, a most pleasing sensation, especially as the other
fellow is doing all the*work—-the O.F. in this case being the
engine, The joy-rider himself is really not moving, but
being moved. In other words, he is a drag on the wheel.
And the wheel is not over pleased with the arrangement,
for the efforts of the wheel have a centrifugal tendency. He
still maintains the customary glad eye, however, and round
and round he goes regardless. .

Also he does not guide. The man at the helm of a ship
guides. And he has to put his back into it if the job is to
be done properly. Moreover, he has to keep the same pace
with the ship. True, he does not move of himself any more
than he of the glad eye does.  Still he does his bit in his
own way. Moving with the ship, he is really part of the
whole husiness, which would not be very satisfactory if he
let go of the rudder and sat down to joy-ride on the deck.

nother simile, If the guide be an explorer, he must
go ahead of the adventurers, his comrades. That is the
only way he can lead them satisfactorily. And to do it at
all he must set his jaw forward and take risks.

To come back to the starting point, and so to follow for
once the bad example of the glad-eyed joy-rider; let us
remember that, in its present phase, the spiritual movement
is an exploration, an adventure which needs the lead of
those who dare to go forward in all kinds of weather. There
are multitudes waiting, ready to follow, nay, where a leader
is found they are not slow to help him shoulder the burden.
Sir Oliver Lodge and Sir A. Conan Doyle have proved this
manfully. Lo . .

Novw, in respect of individaals and of institutiéns, includ-
ing the Press, who and which will lead? Not tiu; Con-
servative, not the Moderate Liberal, but, for good or-ill, the
Radical and Hot Gospeller. These will make mistakes, no
doubt. But they will lead. Moreover, the people will
follow them, and I am one of those people. . .

Yes; to use the excellent words in the leading article,
“IVe must expand cur activities,”
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THE BEARING OF SPIRITUALISM ON
THE NEEDS OF THE TIMES.

ApprEss BY M. Staniey De Brata (“‘V.C. Desertis).

‘‘Has Spiritualism any bearing on the needs of the times,
and if so what is the nature of that bearing?’’ are questions
which must have exercised many minds of late. They were
very ably answered in the address to which we listened in
the hall of the London Spiritualist Alliance on the evening
of the 29th ult. Mr. Henry Withall, who presided, said,
in introducing the lecturer, that while it was true that the
foundations of Modern Spiritualism were laid in America,
in this country at least it largely owed the firm corner-stones
on which it rested to four men—Sir William Crookes, Wm.
Stainton Moses, Edmund Dawson Rogers, and the speaker
of that evening. They saw the need that people’s minds
should be prepared before entering on the investigation of
the phenomena, and to their careful and self-denying
labours he thought it was mainly due that the movement
was saved from an inrush of curiosity-hunters—a serious
danger to any cause. He himself felt it a great honour to
aglpear on the platform with the author of ‘“Psychic
Philosophy.”’ .

The following is a synopsis of Mr. De Brath’s address:—

One of the great needs of the time is that religion should
he restored to the life of the people, and be much more
natural, joyful, and even commonplace. This was so
formerly in the times of the Miracle Plays in the Churches.
The reliiion thus portrayed was not (it is true) of a very
oxalted kind. The Deity, in a green coat with attendant
Virtues, appeared on the stage, while the Devil in black
tights with horns and hoofs played pranks. But no one was
ashamed of religion, whether serious or frivolous; the
Church was absolutely right: the Turk (then at the gates
of Vienna) was the enemy of God; war was a high adventure,
not very costly in money or life; and une sort of doubt troubled
the men of that age. In Elizabeth’s day the religious con-
cepts remained much the same; the temper was that
reflected in Kingsley’s “Westward Ho!”’

With the Civil War the Puritan became dominant in con-
trast with the roystering Cavalier to whom religion was little
more than a form of loyalty to the King. In the Georgian
era orthodoxy was almost a Tory badge. Women and chil-
dren were degraded into heasts of burden in the mines.
Estimating refigion by ethical consciousness, the men who
saw these things without indignation could hardly be said to
have had any. The speaker here quoted Elizabeth Barrett
Browning’s ‘“Cry of the Children,” and alluded to the work
of Lord Shaftesbury in connection with the Factory Acts.
The Oxford movement was an attempt to revitalise religion
by a return to past ecclesiasticisms.

Facrs AND DOCTRINES.

Science was the enemy, not of religion, but of ecclesias-
ticism, but scientists. being men of like passions with theo-
logians, went much further, alleging that Matter generates
Life, that “‘soul’” is a mere name for the functions of the
body, that God is a figment of the mind, and that the law
of human progress is the survival of the fittest in the strug-
gle for existence. They shut their eyes to the obvious, that
science in the hands of men of ill-will may be a great curse.
They and the theolo%ians alike thou%ht in terms of doctrines.

oncurrently with this doctrinalism on both sides, there
grew up the great body of supernormal facts known as Spirit-
ualism. These are now recognised as facts. Telepathy
——influence from mind to mind—is the normal mode ofp com-
munication in the Unseen; and it is no wonder that it
should operate occasionally between incarnate souls, or be
the means of communication from the discarnate. The
Paris materialisations were recently seen by over one hun-
dred men of science. Psychic photographs are recognised ;
and exteriorisation of power is a commonplace at séances.
Men who are guided by pure science—like Sir Wm Crooles,
Alfred Russel Wallace, Professor Hyslop, Professor Craw-
ford, and Sir Oliver Lodge—and hundreds who are guided
by pure common-sense, are agreed in referring the pheno-
mena to discarnate souls.

._All these things indicate a power in Nature or Man which
differs from_all other discoverics in that the phenmomena
show life and intelligence. This is the starting point. Any
theory to command respect must cover all the facts, not
merely a small group like automatisms. It is no use say-
ing “Oh! it 1s all telepathy’’—telepathy won’t give a
materialisation. It is no use saying, “The theory of the
Subconscious Mind has given the death-blow to the spiritist
hypothesis.””  The subconscious mind plays a large part,
but if it can cause a medivm to speak in a language he has
never heard or tell things with which neither he nor the
sitter has even been in contact, either consciously or uncon-
sciously, then it has powers which leave our humble claims
for the human spirit far behind. Let the gentlemen who
put forward these theories prove their “explanations’; as
it is. they remind me of the boy who said to the teacher who
was expo_undm%)eSh'akespeare to him, “I understand it well
enough till You begin to explain ’’  Any theory, to be valid,
must also fit with all the facts (I do nob say the theories) of
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hysical science, the course of history, the grov ans-
ormations of Cilristia,uity, _the authentic histo: om-
pilatlon of the Sacred Scriptures, the course Aon,
the science of Comparative Ilieliglon, and the p the

day.

T SpiriT AND THE SUBCONSCIOUS SELF.

Now I venture to assert that the only thqong' which com-
plies with these conditions is that the Mind which has
directed the course of animal evolution is in organic com-
tact with the human mind, in which the subconscious rises
into human consciousness; that the subconscious Self is tne
real Self; that the normal perscnality is only that subcon-
scious or sub-liminal Self limited by its conditions of race,
education, and environment generally; that it survives the
body and carries into its larger personality that lesser
personality with which some of us are so well satisfied. Its
conditions being etheric and not material, it is impossible
that those conditions should be expressed in direct language.
It speaks to us of these things by symbolism. It always
has spoken by symbolism, whether in the Book of Genesis,
the Apccalypse of St. John, or the Vale-Owen script. This
subconscious Self, which is no cther than the human spirit,
has an etheric body which stands in much the same relation
to its environment as our bodies to our environment. But
it is (according to its grade of development) in more or less
consclous contact with the Sugreme Spirit who, as Isaiah
said, dwelleth in the high and holy place and inhabiteth
Eternity. .

But it is still the person we knew here, and the familiar
communications which come to us from across the border-
line restore to religion its naturalness and inevitableness,
and contradict nothing whatever in the realm of physical
science, whose limited and negative deductions result only
from a very restricted selection of data and a small area of
investigation. = The Unseen has become a familiar thing,
not an awe-inspiring one; it is real, it is joyful, it is homely,
and meets the needs of everyday peogle.

How does it meets the needs of the world at large? The
great need is Peace—the cessation of strife not by exhaus-
tion, but by Concord. This can come only by the accep-
tance of a spiritual principle, Harmony is not unison; that
was the idea of the past—-that all men should profess one
creed and think alike. It should be with us as it is with an
orchestra in which every instrument has different tone, com-
pass, and capacity, playing different notes but in one time
and expressing one theme.

All civilisation is thought externalised.  Institutions,
books, sciences, human laws, all exist as thoughts before
they are externalised, and to produce harmony they must
be guided by one principle. e vresent civilisation is the
externalisation of our thoughts of Conflict.

The harmonising principle is that the essential Self is a
spirit, and that the law of 1ts develovment is co-operation in
good will.  Three categories of Reality are known to man—
Matter, composed of atoms and molecules, very refractory to
transformation; Energy (electricity, heat, light, etc.), very
readily transformable; and Mind, which _whether human or
superhuman, conscious or subconscious, directs Energy.

Materialists say that all the phenomena of Energy and
Mind proceed from Matter, and therefore the law of Evolu-
tion is Conflict.  Spiritualists support tho converse pro-
cess—that as Matter 1s a product of Energy, the atom being
composed of grouped electrons, there is reason to think that
all that is may bc referred ultimately to Mind or Will; so
that the worll is the ‘‘representation’ of Will, human and
Divine, as its primal source.

MATERIALIS M.

Tor MENACE oF

The Materialist view is the one put before'the working
classes in thousands of cheap pamphlets, as the latest con-
clusion of pure science, telling them that survival of death
is false, religion & device of the propertied classes, and that
there is no God. The purpose is to lead to the inference
that Man may do what he will without fear and without
hope. This view is put forward in preparation for the
class-war, and the onll:r countervailing influences are the
Spiritualist societies of the North of England, which are
doing brave work under great difficulties.

Till the spiritual principle prevails there cannot be co-
operation: and to those who have no religion that prineiple
can only come through science. ILet it%)e shown scientifi-
cally that the soul is a reality and dces survive; then all
men will draw the inference that the law of human progress
is co-operation in good will.

But we must beware lest we make this an excuse for re-
actionary thought and spiritual apathy, and think wo can
quietly revert to pre-war conditions. Nor should we judge
the whole Labour movement from hot-headed partizans. Tﬁe
working classes are far more educated than they were.
Speaking as an engineer I tell you that the skill required to
make such instruments as the thermionic valve for wireless
telegraphy is far higher than the skill of the average public
school and University man in any direction whatsoever. It
is not reasonable to expect workers to be content with
present conditions.

What we may look for is that if no attempt be made to
reduce wages when prices fall, they on their side will abandon
the suicidal policy of restriction of output. That is the
practical co-operation which realises the spiritual principle.

rices fall by abundance of production and in no other way.
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Under “‘nationalisation’’ or any other nostrum _they will
rise heavily. This can be proved in very few words. Under
nationalisation men expect to be paid by the week irrespec-
tive of output, and they are irduced to support nationalisa-
tion by promises of ‘““a good time.” I Eave yet to meet
the man to whom ‘‘a good time” does not mean less work
and more pay.

The whole of the supernormal facts reveal a principle—
the existence of Spirit and its guidance both of the race and
of individual lives, subconsciously in the former case, and,
if we will, consciously in the latter. ~'When that principle
is accepted the result must be harmony, together witﬁ perfect
{rfgdom of thought. It will bring the Peace so much needed

o-day.

But Spiritualism must be quite unsectarian. A militant
Spiritualist once said to a friend whom he thought lukewarm
in controversy: ‘“Why don’t you stand up for the Truth?’’
His friend rejoined: “My dear fellow, if I obey the truth
I expect Truth to stand up for me.”” That seems to me the
right attitude for Spiritualists—demonstration, not con.

. troversy; and let us speak as learners, not as teachers, nor

claim to be guides in that undiscovered country which we
have only just begun to explore.

The meeting concluded with a cordial vote of thanks to
the lecturer, :

THE LATE MR. JAMES STEVENSON.

With the decease on the 19th ult. of Mr. James
Stevenson, of Dundee—referred to in our ‘‘Lighthouse”
page last week—the scanty ranks of the remaining pioneers
of the Spiritualist movement in Scotland have been still
further depleted. Born in Dundee in 1850, Mr. Stevenson,
early in his career, interested himself in the religious life
of the town. e was for many years a prominent member
of the Rev. George Gilfillan’s Church and later was one of
the founders of the Gilfilan Memorial Church which,
curiously enough, was the place in which Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle so .recentiy addressed the citizens of Dundee on
“Spiritualism.”” ~ Mr. Stevenson was first attracted to our
subject in 1895 through some newspaper references to the
subject and the perusal of two books lent him by the Rev.
David Macrae, with whom at that time he was closely in
touch, having been for twelve years the secretary of his
Church.  Attracted by the teachings set forth 1n these
books Mr. Stevenson pursued his investigations until he
had proved the truth of the subject for himself. His own
mediumship developed quickly, the principal phases being
automatic writing and trance speaking. By means of the
former he was able to give Mr. Macrae several spirit mes-
sages, but though recognising his transparent honesty Mr.
Macrae attributed the messages to the work of Mr.
Stevenson’s subliminal self. = Mr. Stevenson retorted that
in that case his subliminal self must be an arrant liar. The
upshot of it was that Mr. Stevenson severed his connection
with the Church in 1896, and in recognition of his long and
ungrudgm service he was presented with an illuminated
address and a purse of sovereigns. In the same year, along
with eighteen others, Mr. Stevenson formed the Dundee
Society of Spiritualists, of which body he became the first
President, an office he retained for twenty-one years. His
energies were not confined to Dundee,for he took a prominent
gar_‘t. in the inauguration and development of the Scottish

piritualist Alliance. He was always a strong advocate for
a high standard of platform work. Himself a fine trance
speaker, -he served the Scottish societies with much accep-
tance. ~ His chief control was his former minister, the Rev.

- George Gilfillan, and so clear and distinct was the person-

ality of this man through Mr. Stevenson that those who
knew him in earth life had no difficulty in recognising him.
Some of Mr. Stevenson’s finest addresses were received by
means of automatic writing, one of the most beautiful being
entitled ‘“Memory’s Garden,’”’ which was subsequently pub-
lished in pamphlet form.

Mr. Stevenson’s body was interred in the Kast Cemetery,
Dundee, on the 22nd ult. At the request of the family the
services at the house and grave were conducted by Mr. J.
M. Stewart Vice-President ¢f the Glasgow Association of
Spiritualists, assisted by Mr. David Urquhart, Vice-Presi-
dent, Dundee Society of Spiritualists

Moraer JuLiaNA oF NorwicH.—All true students of
mysticism in its deeper significance are acquainted with the
name, and some of them with the writings of Mother
Juliana of Norwich (1378). Thesc will welcome the edition
of her writings (“Revelations of Divine Love’’) just pub-
iished by Messrs. Ke%an Paul and Co., Ltd. (5/- net), with
a preface by ¥ather Tyrrell, 8.J., as revealing another facet
of the great Illumination which has come to so many minds
in so many forms, high and low, learned and simple—revela-
tions of Wisdom or of Love, or both blended in different
measures. The key to the interpretation of Mother
Juliana’s revelations is well expressed by the writer of the
preface to the present volume in a citation from the seeress’s
own words, “Wouldst thou wit thy T.ord’s meaning in this

thing? Wit it well: Tove was His meaning.  'Who showed
it thee? TLove. Wherefore showed He it thee? Tor
Tove.”” We recall the words of Diotima, the teacher of

Socrates: ‘““Love bridges the chasm.”
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MR. F. BLIGH BOND ON THE NEW
- REVELATION.

Mr. F. Bligh Bond contributed to the ‘‘Brisfol Tiniés’
on April 24th some interesting impressions of Sir A. Conan
Doyle’s meeting in the Colston Hall a few days previously.
From Mr. Bligh Bond’s article we take the following
extract : —

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s address on Tuesday evening
was something of a portent. Nothing surely could be more
indicative of the vast and silent change in the public attitude
towards a subject but recently so iespised and abhorrent
to the majority of conventional thinkers than to see the huge
hall crowded with people of a normal and intelligent type.
. No one, I am sure, could have listened impartially to
the lecturer without feefing the spiritual motive which im-
pregnated his words. Equally alse, no one could fail to be
struck by the consciousness that what his audience so respon-
sively acclaimed was the evidence of that same spiritual
motive. Herein, it seems to me, the lecturer was but giving
effect to the apostolic injunction (I. Pet. iil., 15) to be
“ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh
you a reason of the hope that is in you.” .

Where Sir Arthur was on soundest ground was in his
appeal to the facts of the apostolic period, when the s iritual
gifts were common in the Church. The parallels which he
ostablished, and which cannot be successtully controverted,
hetween those gifts of the early Church and the manifesta-
tions of modern times, are yet more obvious upon closer
study of the patristic records.

Iiet me give a few examples. It is not generally known
that in the early Church there were trained clairvoyants
attached to each congregation., Three widows, discreet
women, as we learn from the ancient book, ‘‘The Apostolic
Constitutions,”” were delegated to act for each congrefation;
one for the gift of ministry to the sick, and two for “revela-
tions.””  Here we have a precise ahd accurate parallel to
the modern trance-clairvoyant. Again, when we read the
words of Tertullian, that very stern and orthodox IFather,
we find him calling upon Marcion to exhibit the exercise
of spiritual gifts whicll)l he says are forthcoming from his
own side more easily, and thesc gifts include trance-utter-
ance in ‘“‘amentia’ or unconsciousness, prophecy, prediction
of the future, and revelation of the secrets of the heart.
And Irenwus, writing about the end of the second century,
SAYS §-—

“We hear of many brethren in the Church possessing
prophetic gifts and speaking through the Spirit in all kinds
of tongues, and Lringing to light for the gencral advantage
tlfleGhid (’l,en things of men, and setting forth the mysteries
of God.

As to the “discerning of spirits,”” Paul insists with the
utmost emphasis (1. Cor., iv., 4-11; xiv., 23) that whereas
all these gifts come from Goé‘ at the same time they can
also come from evil spirits and the listeners must decide for
themselves as to this,  There is an apparent contradiction
here of which the apostle does not secm to have been sensibie.

With the early Church, Faith was not mere belief. It
was an apprehension of spiritual realities (see Hebrews
xi., 1) for which a man would cheerfully sacrifice all earthly
possessions, even life itself.  This apprehension, humanity
earnestly desires to regain, and if the {)rofesslonal exponents
of the Faith have no g[onger the knowledge or the power to
give it, then Humanity will claim it, and will storm the
gates of heaven for itself.

When the Faith was most real, the Church was most truly
a democracy; with the usurpation of spiritual power in
an oligarchy of bishops, the spiritual gifts disappeared. If
I mistake not, the true meaning of such meetings as that of
last Tuesday is the re-awakening of the spiritual democracy,
with all that it implies. . .

It is a strange and fearful thing to behold in these days
the official Churchmen driven’ into an unnatural alliance
with the materialists in their fight against this re-awakening
demand for spiritual freedom. This attitude, it is to be
feared, is likely to react upon the professional exponents of
religion in a manner as yet hardly calculated—namely, by a
further diminution of spiritual authority. It is too late to
stifle the independent growth of the uew life, and it were
well for the Church that she recognise the inevitable.

Tug fourth article of Mr. De Brath’s series on ‘“‘Spirit-
ualism and Religion’’ gwill he published next week.

ONE must be onesdlf and not the reflaction of others is
the main thought we get from William Kiddier's .‘‘The
Painter’s Voice’” (Fifield, 2/6 net). Not that Mr. Kiddier
dwells on that thought but because the reader feels that here
is 2 man who is striving to get behind the conventional and
utter his deepest spiritual intuitions (to him intuition is far
greater than reason) in briefest and SImPIest terms. Truth
to him is a matter of few words. ““Truth,” says this

ainter-poet, ‘“‘may come upon my canvas with a few touches,
Kut ’tis gone with one touch too many.”  Alas, how many
of us are not content with adding even that one touch!
This impressive little book is dedicated ““To my son killed
in action.”
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THE SPIRIT CIRCLE. ’

Somr THougHTS ON SPIRIT MESSAGES.

The unpublished automatic writings in the Note
Books of the Rev. William Stainton Moses (‘‘M.A.
(Oxon)’’), which have been typewritten and bound for
the L.S.A. library, have had many readers. Looking
through them the other day we came upon some pas-
sages of more than ordinary interest. They offer solutions
to many questions we still hear hotly debated. In read-
ing one of them we recall the keen interest which Mr.
Andrew Lang felt in the “‘fire test.”” One of the last
letters from that brilliant Scottish writer which came
into our hands was on that very question. Here is a
statement on the subject from Note Book No. 1:—

The fire test is done by mesmeric power which throws
round the object an aura on which the flame has nn effect.
It is analogous to the spirit chemistry by which we resolve the
particles of solid matter. You will understand more oxne day.
All the control exercised by spirits over the elements of your
earth is a mystery to you. We could not explain it save by
analogy, and vaguely. Your rude senses cannot recognisc
aura which surrounds everything in nature. It is that which
we use.

That explanation is consistent with many others
which have come through and are still received from the
other side concerning the methods by which spirits pro-
duce effects in the material world, although cut off from
that direct access to the physical plane which we who
are spirits in the body possess. It is true the explana-
tions convey little to us at present—in fact, the full
secret is incommunicable—but we are learning morc
and more as we go on, not so much by the accumulation
of knowledge as by the thinning of the gross veil of the
material senses.

; Here is another message relating to this same ques-
ion :--

It is not easy for us to explain to you or for you to com-
prehend that there is in controllin spirits a sort of vital
force ar will force, as ye call it, whicﬁ cnables them to control
the elemental forces which are evolved from the circle. A
circle is composed of different organisms each with its own
magnetic aura, each with its own positive and negative will-
power, each giving off a different influence. The influence-
aura, or what you please to name it, of the medium is one
which amalgamates with and binds the rest together, and
enables us to_use the emanations. Consequentiy no circle
without a medium is of use to us, though the elements may
all be there. These are the forces which are generated. Now
the spirits are as ye are. Some there are who are born to
command among you; some to yield obedience; some are pas-
sive, others active agents in your world. So with us. We are
m_tcfligences of varying powers or varying lcapacities, of
different degrees of development, of different degrees of 1n-
fluential and impressive power. So we have our several works
proportioned to our several powers. Some command; others
work in subservience. Some govern the bands of the mis-
sionary spirits, and preside over the bands who come to
minister on earth.

These statements are borne out by countless com-
munigations which have been made since these mes-
sages were received by ‘“M.A. (Oxon)"’ in 1875. We are
assured of their truth. ’

Let us continue the quotation :—

Rach circle is to spirit gaze a centre of light, visible from
afar, frequented by crowds who fain woulﬁ talk with the
denizens of earth. Some of these spirits are powerful in their
ability to use the elements. They are, in truth, more power-
ful in that capacity than the more highly developed spirits.
In proportion as we progress we become less able to manage
the eclemental forces, and resort more to clemental impres.
sion and distinct intellectnal gnidance and direction. It is
the grosser spirits who communicate most readily o
strangers. . . Tt is these grosser spirits who are able to
use best the clemental forces. They are not bad nor evil in
their intent, but ignorant, rude and undeveloped.  They
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seize greedily all opportunities, and are the false
and foolish messages, erring partly through ig artly
through folly.

There is matter for profitable reflectio tis,
of course, a point of view—not final nor r au-
thoritative—-but in our experience gener.

With all its mysteries, the spirit w very

human world, and the human world here has 1ts mys-
teries, too, as all who view it thoughtfully must realise.
Neither here nor there are the elements of mind and
affection always well balanced. Sometimes the heart
outruns the head, and we have loving coun * * ' lack

something of wisdom. The loving spirit wc save
those whom it loves on earth from ordes the
wiser spirit sees are necessary for the perm: Ifare
of the incarnate soul. Or, it may be, some 1ally

ambitious spirit urges its earth friends to the carrying

forward of schemes which, however well ' ean
invasion of their legitimate claims to ¢ bheir
own lives in their own way. Self-sacrifi bub
there are times when it is foolish and nee

Let us who are drawn to study and itual

and psychical matters remember that the great end of
character-building is self-mastery, self-direction, the
command of destiny, always, of course, in co-operation
with those higher forces which are beyond human
pewer and scrutiny. So fortified, the spirit circle may
be made a blessing and an inspiration. But to the drifter,
the careless, the self-seekers, it may be, like all the
great things of life when abused, a means of mischief
and even catastrophe—not irremediable, of course, but
deplorable and needless, for one of the tragedies of life
here is the vast amount of pain and misery that need not
be, and would not be, were humanity wise enough to
take its tcaching at first hand, from the principles of
Nature, rather than slavishly to follow the dictates of
man-made custom, tradition, and authority.

THE SOCIETY OF THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS.

A CONFERENCE.

By tae Rev. CraRLES I.. TWEEDALE (Vicar of Weston).

The suggestion made in your last issue by the Rev. Ellis
G. Roberts that a conferenee of leading Spiritualists should
be called hefore the Lambeth Conference meets is a good
one, and I beg to endorse it. For several years past I have
advocated in my books and pamphlets the re-establishment
of the real and objeciive ‘“Communion of Saints” as a
practice in the Arglican and other Churches. At the present
time the Churches are out of all conscious and objective
touch with the departed, and with the spirit world, and are
unable to give a scrap of objective evidence that the ‘‘Com-
munion of Saints,” in the sense of communion with the
Church Triumphant, is anything more than sentimental
fmagining or pious make-believe. The time has come in
the interests of practical religion to revive the practice of
the Communion of Saints, and so put the members of the
Churches into censcious and actual communion with the
spirit world. I propose that this be the main object of the
Conference and that the Society of the Communion of Saints
be formed, with branches in every parish, or in connection
with each place of worship; such society, while not confined
in its membership to members of the éhurches, to consist
of those who arc interested in the subject of survival and
the reality of spiritual things, to meet in some convenient
place to discuss the subject and to exchange experiences and
evidences. There might be Church societies and non-
Church societies, all affiliated under the common title and
bond of the Society of the Communion of Saints. The
meetings might he held in turn at the houses of the various
members where the branch society is a small one. Such
a society, based on broad lines, coald not fail to have a
powerful influence in deepening the sense of the reality of
the things normally unseen and eternal.

L.S.A, MEETINGS: ALTERATION IN SYLLABUS.

Owing to the postponement of one of Mr. Vanstone's
lectures, render«d necessary by the Conan Doyle-McCabe
debate, it has been found advisable to extend the session by
onc¢ week. On_ Thursday evening, the 20th inst., Mr.
Vanstone will conduct the usnal group for Devotional Con-
templation and give the final lecture of his present series,
and on the following aftcrnoon “Morambo,” through Mrs.
Wallis, will answer written questions. Mr, Vout Peters
will give clairvoyant descriptions on the afternoon of
Tuesday, the 25th, and the session will close with a social
evening on Thursday, the 27th.
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'FROM THE LIGHTHOUSE WINDOW.

We learn with pleasure of the arrival of Mrs. Ltta
Wriedt, who reached London a few days ago and has now
taken up her residence amongst us. Letters for her can
be addressed to this office.

» * * *

We understand that Mr. Percy R. Street, at the instance
of his medical adviser, has relinquished all his engagements
until October next.

» » L -

The celebrated French medium, Mademoiselle Eva C., is
now on a short visit to London, accompanied by Madame
Juliette Bisson. We understand that the Society for
Psychical Research is to conduct some investigations into
the phenomena of materialisation with this medium. Dr.
Schrenck-Notzing and Madame Bisson have already pub-
lished voluminous reports of their experiments with her.

* »* * -

Dr. Abraham Wallace has returned from his six months’
visit to the United States. @ While there he addressed a
number of meetin%s and met many people prominent in the
psychic world. r. Wallace says that he was impressed
with the general interest in psychic subjects shown all over
America, and this interest was mirrored in the Press. We
hope shortly to be able to publish an account of Dr. Wallace’s
impressions during his tour.

- - » *

Mr. A. Vout Peters, writing from Copenhagen, deseribes
a very successful meeting he addressed there on Sunday,
April 25th, at which 2,300 people were present. Mr. Peters
spoke on the New Revelation, and followed his address by
some clairvoyant descriptions which were all recognised.
- * Ll *

Mr. Peters states that he finds a keen interest in Spirit-
ualism in Denmark, especially on the part of the more
intellectual people. Tl‘:e Press, which was formerly un-
sympathetic, now supports the movement, and Mr. Peters
was interviewed by the most conservative of the newspapers.
Danish friends, we are told, desire to come in closer touch
with English éplritualists.

» » - »

Few who heard Miss Scatcherd’s second lecture on Psychic
Photography, a report of which appears elsewhere in this
issue, would have believed that she had risen from a sick bed
to keep her appointment, returning to bed when it was over.
It was a triumph of will power. er third lecture on May
11th promises to be of exceptional interest.

- - * -

Sir A. Conan Doyle, in an article entitled ‘‘The Shadows
on the Screen” in the May number of the ‘‘Strand Maga-
zine,”’ examines the extremely interesting hypothesis that
past events leave a record upon our surroundings which is
capable of making itself felt. heard, or seen for a long time
afterwards.  Sir Arthur, indeed, declares his belief that
such is the explanation for many peculiar experiences which
have been plac:d on record.

- * - *

Invisible air records, he says, would explain many things
which are otherwise inexplicable. ‘Men of strong nerve
have been known to he terrified in certain localities without
being able to give any reason. Some horror of the past, un-
seen by their eyes, may still have impressed their scnses.
One does not need to be very psychic to get the same result
upon an old battlefield.”

* » » *

Sir Arthur adds, “I am by no means psychic myself, yet

am conscious, gulte apart from imagination, of a curious
effect, almost a darkening of the landscape with a marked
sensé of heaviness, when I am on an old battlefield. T have
been particularly conscious of it on the scenes of Hastings
and Culloden, two fights where great causes were finally
destroyed and where extreme bitterness may well have filled
the hearts of the conquered. The shadow still remains.”

* » » *

After relating a case which he considers clearly fits itsclf
into the theory of a form-picture thrown out at a time of
emotion, Sir Arthur goes on to say, ‘Difficult as my
hypothesis may seem, we have to remember that the only
conceivable other explanations would he either that the man’s
self was there in front of the fire after a century of spirit
life, or that his thoughts in the spirit world conclrning an
episode in his carth life wera so constant and vivid that they
conjured up a picture in the room. The latter explanation
might he accepted for a single episode, but when it is a
constant matter, and when one remembers how many other
reminiscences of earth life such a man must have had, it
is difficult to consider it seriously.”” Sir Arthur has holdly
faced a complex side of psychic research, and his observations
will be found well worth attention.

» L 3 * -

The_“Globe’”’ (May 3rd) publisbes communications from
four Bishops of the Church of England on the subject of
Spiritualism.
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The Bishop of Hereford considers that for ordinary
E‘eople Spiritualismm is ‘“mentally and morally debilitating.’”’
he Bishop of Norwich finds nothing in it so strong and com-
forting as the Fellowship of Christ. The Bishop of Truro
is of opinion that ‘‘the future is veiled from our eyes.”’ The
Bishop of Lichfield agrees with the views recently published
by Canon J. M. Wilson wherein he objects to the Spirit-
ualists’ exposition of the nature of the next stage of exis-
tence revealed to them by the departed through controls.

» L » »

The Chelmsford ‘‘Diocesan Chronicle’’ publishes what in
the circumstances is rather a remarkable paper which was
read before the Colchester Clerical Society in February
last. Tt is entitled ‘“The Rumours from the Nearer
Beyond,’ and is by A. C., who is evidently a ripe thinker.

- - - L

After examining the results achieved or indicated in the
field of psychical research, the writer considers that what is
therein presented does not enter into competition with the
Christian hope as to the future life. That, he says, stands
expressed for us in the high vision of the Epistle to the

Hebrews.
*» - * *

‘““But,’’ he continues, ‘it is conversant with the habit of
our modern mind to expect the future to open itself in many
stages, and it is the possibility that we have before us some
glimpses of the stage next succeeding our earthly life that
invests with profound seriousness for Christian men_ and
women the extensive and increasing literature to which I
have now ventured to invite your attention; critical cer-
tainly, but also respectful, and not without expectancy of

benetit for the illumination and purification of our religious

faith.”
- . - -

Philippa Forest contributes an cxcellent article entitled
‘“Are the Dead Dead?’’ to *‘Pearson’s Weekly’’ (May 8th).
Speaking of the present wave of intense interest in Spirit-
ualism she says that platitudes about ‘‘unfathomable
mysteries,”” or ‘‘sinful attempts to find out things we.arc
not intended to know,’’ will not check the rising tide. She
considers that dogmatists who try to check investigation
with portentous pronouncements about ‘‘sin’’ and the ‘‘will
of God’’ command as little attention as they deserve.

» » * *

This writer well points out that a professional medium is

* by no means necessary to secure results, because unsus-

pected psychic power is present in many people and only
needs right surroundings in which to develop.

* - - -

She says, ‘I have seen far greater marvels—if one may
call them so—in my own and my friends’ drawing rooms
than in any professional parlour, and that when only the
little circle formed by ourselves was present. Heavy furni-
ture has been moved without contact, lights, scents, raps
giving intellizent messages and answers to questions, and
in some cases predictions that have been proved true by
time, and all the other marvels of séance rooms have mani-
fested themselves many a time and oft.” She adds that
when they began their sittings they were not aware that
they possessed any mediumistic powers.

- - - -

At the sittings of the Glasgow Presbytery on April 28th

" the Rev. W. A. Reid asked for the appointment of a small

committee to inquire into *‘the alleged psychic phenomena
so much in evidence at the present time.” He said that
it was a dpeople’s question, that thousands were interested
in it, and that the Church could not afford to ignorc the
Spiritualist movement. = Mr. Reid added that he knew
sevoral ministers and elders in Glasgow who believed they
had got messages from the so-called dead, and he knew
Chlll‘(fil of Scotland ministers who claimed to have the heal-
ing touch. After a long discussion the request was refused
hy 36 votes to 7.

»* » * *
Mectings next week:— -
Sunday :— -

Miss Maud MacCarthy, 81, Lansdowne-road, 8 p .
Mrs. Fairclough Smith, 22, Princes-street, 3.15 p.m.

Monday : - .
Croydon, Sir A. Conan Doyle, 7.30 p.m.

"Tuesday : —

1..8.A., Mrs. Brittain, 3“).111.
Stead Bureau, Mrs. Neville, 7 p.m.

Home Circle Federation, Miss Scatcherd, 6, Queen
Square, 7.30 p.m.
Wednesday :-—
Delphic Club, Miss Ellen Conroy, 5 p.m.
72, High-street, Marylebone, Mr. Krnest Hutit, 7 p.m.

Thursday :- -

1.S.A., Mr. Vanstone, 7.30 p.m.

Stead Bureau, Rev. Drayton Thomas, 3.30 p.m.
Triday : —

L.S.A., Mrs. Wallis, 4 p.m.

Delphic Club, Thakur Shri, 5§ p.au.
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THE MEANING OF ALCHEMY.

Abvress By THE Rev. A. H. Lgk.

® On Wednesday, April 28th, the Rev. A. H. Lee lectured
on this subject at the Delphic Club, Regent-street.

The lecturer began by emphasising the ancient origin of
the Art in China, Egypt, and amongst the Arabians. It
is (he said) perhaps the most occult of all so-called ‘“‘occult
arts,”” and the most sublime in its true aim. Many im-
postors have attempted to exploit it for selfish purposes,
but many great names are found amongst genuine truth-
seekers both on the physical and spiritual side of chemistry.
The evidence for actual transmutation of metals may be
considered as uncertain, but the late Sir William Crookes
had done much to vindicate the alchemical postulate of the
“First Matter,” which he called ‘‘protyle.” In JFrance
modern alchemy has had a number of followers, led by
“Papus.” One of the most ancient and important ‘‘oracles’
is the famous Emerald Tablet of Hermes which sets forth—
in symbolical Janguage--the whole theory and practice of
the art. The First Matter, known under many divers
names, is the mother-stuff or universal Mercury, on the
finding and converting of which the success of the would-be
alchemist depends. It is that which centrally subsists in
all that circumferentially exists from it; it originated with
the primal “Fiat Lux’ and is ‘‘light of light.” Tt can
only be seen and cognised inwardly-—on its own ground; it
is the pure matrix round which aggregates the disordered
material of our phenomenal world.  The ancients called it
Proteus (protos, firgt), the ever-changing, to indicate its
plastic, adaptaf)le nature; also Hermes or Mercury, i.c.,
the vibrant universal Ether which is the medium-vehicle or
“messenger of the gods’’ of interaction between different
planes.

No true alchemist professed to transmute what we call
natural species, or said that lead qua lead could be turned
into gold. But they surmised that the subject-matter of
all metals (including the human), or their ‘‘radical moisture,”
could be withdrawn by skilful “‘dissolution’”’ and by a certain
fermentative process sublimated from lower to higher shapes.
This process was always described as threefold, correspond-
ing to the purgative, illuminative and unitive path of the
soul in medizeval mysticism ; it was summed up in the formuly
“Dissolve, Coagulate, I'ix’’: volatilise the fixed, and fix the
volatile : gpiritualise tne body, and corporify the spirit.
The chief labour was to find the key, the true “mercury’ on
which to commence operations. .

The three principles with which the alchemist must work
are salt (stable being or body), sulphur (expansive power
initiative), and mercury (receptivity), in which we all
“stand,”” but in a fallen state because the two first oy()ipose
cach other, and perfection can only come by ‘‘the shadowy
third”’ being sought and reintegrated, bringing us from the
Duadic state (“‘the fall”’) into the Triadic. — Probaily by
the “Argent Vive” (mercury or flowing silver) was indicated
what is now known as the ‘‘astral’’ body: undoubtedly the
hierophants in the Amncient Mystcries and the alchemists
later on possessed a secret for the quickening of the regenera-
tive process in this soul-stuff of candidates, which is, and
must_always be, carefully guarded. The process of fer-
menting grape-juices into wine, and that of the hen’s egg
ovolving into a chicken, both afford admirable illustrations
(in lower kingdoms) of the Royal Art that is open to men
who desire a “‘new birth.” . )

Most alchemical literature is unintelligible or misleading
to those who have not the key: the most remarkable Eng-
lish essay in the last century was the ‘“‘Suggestive Inquiry
into the Hermesic Mystery,” by Mrs. M. A. Atwood, sup-
pressed on its first publication in 1850, and republished
m 1918.

Husk Vunp,.—Mrs. Etta Duffus, of Penniwells, Elstrce,
Herts., acknowledges, with thanks, the following donation:
Kaye, £2. ' .

Mr. G. R. Dexnis, in his very sensible little work “The
Quest of the Unseen: Spiritualism in the Light of Christ-
ianity’’ (J. M. Watkins, 1/- net), secks, and we think suc-
cessfully, to set forth the higher aims and ideals of Spirit-
ualism  and to show that the subject is worthy of the
attention of all serious people, and especially of the Uhurch.
He thinks it “safe to say that the growth of the movement
will not be hindered by any action that the Church may
take; but if she should decide that it is ‘subversive of tho
Christian faith,” and refuso to countenance jt, the breach
botween the Church and modern thought will be still fur-
ther widened, a result which all her lovers must deplore.”
e does not suggest that the Church should advocate the
indiscriminate practice of spirit communion, but he does
urge that the clergy should study the matter earnestly so
that they may he able to distinguish between what is good
and what is bad in the Spiritualist inovement and that tho
advice they give thoir flocks may be the result of knowledge
and not of prejudice. To aid them in this study he examines
the claims of Spiritualism, its teaching regarding the after-
life, the benefits and dangers attending the use of psychic
gifts, and the witness of the Bible.

-
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THE MEDIUMSHIP OF MR

Mr. W. G. Mitchell (3, Harewood Te
writes : —

I hold no brief for Mrs. Harris or any other medium,
but your footnote to the Norwegian report in the last issue
of Licar leads one to surmise that there is another side to
the story. It behoves us to be both just and charitable as
well as impartial, and to do exactly that which the Norwegian
Psychical Research Society have dome, viz., speak of Mrs.
Harris as we have found her. .

I often wonder whether any organised Psychical Research
Society, either in our own or any other country, goes quite
the right way about getting the best out of the mediums who
subject themselves to the hyper-critical investigations of
official psychical researchers. No reasonable medium would
object to ‘‘test conditions’’ if as much attention was devoted
to ‘‘conditions’’ as to ‘‘test.”’

It one goes to a {rumpet séance to investigate the claims
of trumpet mediumship, one should not expect necessarily
to hear ‘‘voices in the air,” and it is, to my mind, no more
unreasonable to expect a materialised voice to be in _some
unexplained way connected with the organism of the médium
than it is in the case of a fully-materialised form.

British investigators will not fail to recall the very
stringent test which Mrs. Harris submitted to in London
when she endured the unpleasant experience of conducting
a séance with a mouth full of prepared fluid which, had she
swallowed or ejected it, would have spoilt the ‘‘test.”” The
sympathetic ‘‘conditions,” however, that accompanied the
test, enlisted the hearty co-operation of the medium. The
result was, as is well known, that voices were heard in the
trumpet and Mrs. Harris’s mediumship was a proven fact.

Just one other incident I would like to recall. A few
Yyears ago, I and one or two friends had the pleasure of
dining with Mrs. Harris at her private apartments in the
suburbs of Belfast. After dinner we had an impromptu
séance, and it will long linger in my memory. There were
about six of us, including Mrs. Harris; the room .was it
darkness, and Mrs. Harris announced that she would try
and keep ‘‘normal” so as to be able herself to witness the
phenomena. The voices and levitation of the trumpet unde:
the circumstances might not have convinced a sceptic, but
when a large globe of phosphorescent light floated round the
room, sufficiently brilliant to illuminate the pictures and
furniture as it passed, then I think it would have at leas
caused the most stubborn critic to wonder.

A mandoline was levitated and the illumination from the
psychic light showed it plainly to be moving around the roon
without contact. The next phenomenon was in the form o
a brilliant blood-red flame, measuring from nine to twelv
inches at its base and rising in height to quite six inches
flickering and burning like a human fire. This flame floate
around the room and as it approached me I asked Mrs
Harris whether it would be dangerous for me to place m
hands near it. She advised me not to do so as she did no
understand the nature of the phenomenon. In spite o
this advice, I ventured to move my hand towards 1t, an
feeling no heat, I placed my hand into the centre of the flam
which played around and between my fingers. I felt I wa
in the presence of unseen intelligences and the Biblical stor
of the burning bush came vividly to my mind as did also th
phenomena of the Day of Pentecost. It was a wonderfu
evening.

Mrs. Harris may have her shortcomings—who of us hay
not?>—but in my opinion treat her as a sensitive should L
treated, and the genuineness of her mediumship can soo
be proved.

tRIS.
rlington),

“I'ry a little experiment; think and act the spirit of t}
thought, ‘I consciously radiate goodwill, gladness an
happiness’ for a week. Put aside your previous attituc
and live in, and up to, the spirit of this. ~Do not argue «
growl or be too ridiculously pompous to bring yourself
it, but just go ahead and do it.”’—‘‘Self Training,’’ by I
JirxEsT HUNT.

Work THE LAw or Proeress HErearTER.—I hear yq
debating how wa live and whether we eat and drink a:
earn our living. At the risk of giving false impressio
Jet me tell you we have sensations. Every sense y
possess is continued on a higher vibration. We eat, drin
and we work—that is, all who are progressing do—not f
a living, however, but because work is the law of progre:
. . The first instruction we receive is in the use of our ne
bodily powers. We are not helf)less infants, but are mo
in the condition in which an invalid finds himself afterr o P!
longed illness when again attempting to walk. You kne
many have the experience of learning over again. Wi
their mature minds it is a question of days, not years—
it is here. 'We comer over with our mentality as matur
as when we left earth, but with bodies in which we ha
been living but not using, so we often nced to go to sch
or have special instructors. In the case of one co
ing over with impaired mentality the period of rest g
awakening takes longer.

—“A Soldier Gone West’’ (edited by
H.M.G.and M. M. H.)
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PHOTOGRAPHING THOUGHT.

Miss SoATCHERD’S SgcoND LECTURE.

We referred last week to Miss Ielicia Scatcherd’s
versatility, but in view of her second lecture on Psychic
Photograpil , delivered at Queen Square on April 27th
under the ausElces, of the Home Circle Federation, we shoul
prefer to emphasise her surprisingly comprehensive and.inti-
mate knowledge of this important ,i)ranch of psychic
research. Students of the subject cannot afford to miss
such opportunities of enlightenment unless they are content
to stay in the backwaters of scientific investigation. In
that case their opinion counts for nothing.

Miss Scatcherd made good use of her personal knowledge
of the work of the French scientists Darget, Baraduc, and
de Fontenay. She exhibited on the screen pictures of in-
tense interest which had prohably never been shown in Eng-
land before, and in her descriptive remarks she touched on
and illuminated many obscure and bafiling points. Com-
mandant Darget is the man to whom we owe the discovery
of the scientific evidence for the existence of human emana-
tions, and it was he who produced pictures of human
thought. Dr. Hippolyte Baraduc, as the result of Darget’s
cxperiments. showed that thought could be photographed.
Compared with the results achieved by Mr. William Hope
at Crewe, those obtained in France seemed trifling, yet the
lecturer pointed out what progress our Continental friends
had made with their scanty material.

Miss Scatcherd has a happy faculty of getting in touch
with her audience, even at times indulging in conversational
interludes wherein she seeks to elicit their views on some
point under discussion. This absence of formalily infused
a spirit of cameraderie into the proceedings. There was
a large gathering and those who had faced a most un-
pleasant sample of April weather were amply recompensed.

Mr. Henry Blackwell at the close of the lecture made an
interesting contribution to the subject of the evening and
illustrated his remarks by showing a few slides which,
curiously enough, met and answered several questions raised
by members of the audience. They also justified Miss
Scatcherd’s statement that Mr. Blackwell's pioneer work
in this new field of science ought of itself to have compelled
scientific recognition of the facts adduced.

The Rev. Waller Wynn, who presided, paid an cloquent
tribute to Dr. Ellis Powell’s recent address delivered before
the I..S.A. on April 15th

Miss Scatcherd’s third and final lecture will he given on
Tuesday, May 11th at 6, Queen Square at 7.30 p.m. In
this she will show a series of wonderful pictures taken in
Paris in connection with the well-known medium Fva C.

Viscountess Molesworth will preside. L C

THE SUFI VIEW OF REINCARNATION,

‘““The Phenomenon of the Soul’’ éSuﬁ Publishing Society.

2/6 net) is the title of the third of the ‘‘Voice of Inayat”
Series, 1n which Sherifa Lucy Goodenough embodies in book
form the teachings of Inayat Khan, the bearer of the Sufi
rmessage to the Western world. Every soul, we are told, is
.8 ray or portion of the Eternal Consciousness confined by
_the external self, the mind and the hody. The soul is com-
pared to a mirror; upon it ‘‘is reflected the happiness or
-misery, the joy or sorrow of the external self, but the soul
lin itself s neither sad nor joyful.:  The soul is neither sub-
ject to birth and death, nor has it increase or decrease; it
neither evolves nor degenerates.”’

The Sufi religion does not accept the doctrine of reincarna-
tion, and the case against that dlt))ctrine is very well argued
but when a dogmatic statement on the one side is met by
an explanation on the other which makes equal demands on
our faith we are left in a quandary. We do not know what
has ha;ipened to us before we apsear on this planet. The
Sufi, hke the Reincarnationist, does. The soul, it seems,
‘on its journey from the unseen to the seen world, meets the
'souls which are on their return journey from the seen to the
unseen, and so far as it is attuned to those souls it recelves
impressions from them. ‘‘For instance, a soul meeting the
soul of Boethoven receives the impression of Beethoven’s
music, and then is born with the musical qualities of
Beethoven. The upholders of the theory of reincarnation say,
‘He is the reincarnation of Beethoven.’ The Sufi says that
if it is meant that Beethoven’s mind is reincarnated in him,
it may be said ; but because the spirit is from the Unlimited,
he says it need not necessarily be called reincarnation. There-
fore a person of poetical gifis may be born in the family of
.o statesman where there never before was a poet.”” It may
be so, but we are sadly in want of evidence on the matter.
It would be interesting to receive an evidontial communica-
tion from some departed poet, artist, or musician who had
met and impressed a soul on its way from the unseen to the
seen, especially if he could let us know when and where that
soul was to appear on earth, Maeterlinck, in “The Blue
Bird,’’ showed us the hall of the children who were awaiting
birth, but there were no souls of the departed there. But
wg are not criticising Sufi philosophy. Some of it is rathen
difficult to follow, but there is much in it that is beautiful
and attractive,

D.R.

LIGHT.
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THE TYRANNY OF PHRASES.

A PreAa vor CLEAR THINKING.

It is well now and again to challenge some popular phrase
or saying which is finding a too ready welcome into our lit-
erature, and bid it submit to examination before yielding our
judgment to its claims. To Mr. Prentice Mulford, I believe,
belongs the credit of having first proclaimed that ‘“Thoughts
are things,”’ since which time few if any of the kind people -
who_conceive it to be their duty to lecture us on the im-
portance of right thinking have been able to avoid trotting
out that oracular pronouncement with more or less frequency.
This is not to be wondered at. It is so pleasantly alliterative,
and there is such an air of finality about it, as of something
which it were high treason to question. So nobody appar-
ently has questioned it, or if anybody has, he or she hasn’t
ventured to do so in print. I am, therefore, conscious of
great presumption in humbly asking what precisely is meant
in this connection by ‘things.’” According to English dic-
tionaries I find that the word ‘‘thing’’ has, in ordinary lan-
guage, two general meanings. First, it stands for ‘“‘whatever
can be the subject of consideration or discussion, any sepa-
rate or distinguishable object of thought.”” There is no need
to tell us that thoughts are ‘“‘things’ in this sense; so are
size, form, colour, hapriness, misery, ambition, and—the
“thing’’ to which I specially object—ambiguity. The word is
all-inclusive. Mrs. leila Boustead, in her brightly written
article, ‘“What is Telepathy?”’ (p. 2), tells us that thought
is imperishable and undying (which is only another way of
saying that the human spirit is imperishable and undying),
but she adds no emphasis to these adjectives by calling it a
“thing’’--if the above is all that she means. The other defi-
nition is ‘““Whatever exists, or is conceived to exist, as a
separate entity.”” Do our New Thought friends seriously
conceive thought to exist as a ‘‘separate entity’’? Thought,
whether it be voluntary or involuntary, is an action of the
mind or ego. “I think.”” To say that it is a separate and in-
dependent entity is to say that an action can exist apart
from and independent of the actor. It would be just as sen-
sible to say that love can exist without a lover, motion apart
from that which moves, and attraction or repulsion without
any person or thing attracting or repelling. But the danger
is this—that having once accepted such a statement we start
building oun it. We picture filmy fragments of thought, affec-
tion, fear, dislike, and anxiety floating around in the at-
mosphere, ownerless and objectless, or perhaps (if we possess
the weird imaginative powers of a ‘‘psychic expert’’) con-
densing themselves into elementals or other monstrosities of
the most gruesome and nightmarish description, If we would
keep our judgment clear, catchy phrases of this kind are,
lthe&'gfore, better avoided. They are mischievous and mis-
eading.

But we cannot always avoid inexact forms of speech.
Language is a compromise. We find it convenient to talk
about the abstract in terms borrowed from the concrete, but
as there is no true analogy between the subjective and im-
material and the objective and material, the terms we
employ are necessarily inexact. This does not greatly matter
so long as a mental reservation is always present with us.
Lose sight of this reservation and the result is confusion.
For instance, we speak of ‘“thought transferemce.” It is
convenient to do so, but let us be sure of what we mean by
the expression. We know quite well what we mean by the
transference of any material object. When A transfers a
Treasury note from his own possession to that of B, A has
it no longer, because he has parted withy it to B, But in the
case of what is called ‘‘thought transference,”” A does not
part with his thought; he has it still, and B’s thouﬁht only
resembles A’s in the degree that B’s mind is of the same
quality as his friend’s, and has passed through similar expe-
riences, and been subject to similar influences. The ideas ot
which B’s thought is composed have been latent in his mind
all along; they came to him in the firet instance by way of
sense impressions. All that A has done has been to call up
these alreddy existing ideas, and to suggest (whether by
agreed upon signs, written or spoken, or in some more im-
mediate and as yet not understood fashion) a certain combin-
ation or arrangement of them similar to that which exists
in his own mind. No doubt, as in hypnosis, there are ways
in which one person’s mind can immediately affect another’s
without the employment of any external agency, but it still
holds true that the process bears no true analogy to the
transference of any material object.

Again, we take an adjective to which we variously a;l)lply
the meaning of immaterial and of pure and lofty in char-
acter, join it to a substantive that we generally associate
with what is material, and talk of the ‘‘spiritual world”’—
adding that ‘‘the spiritual world is the world of causes”’—
when all the time we mean a world that to the people who
dwell in it is just as material as ours is to us, a world
multitudes of whose inhabitants are not necessarily more
spiritual in any lofty sense than are the worst elements of
society here. Tt is only spiritual in the sense that spirits
dwell in it, but that is just as true of our present stage of
being; and it seems no more likely that the varied pheno-
mena of that world, the trees and flowers, etc., are the causes
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of similar phenomena in this than that the men and women
there are the causes of the men and women here. The real
spiritual realm, the realm of causes, is not something out-
ward and visible at all. It is there, but it is equally here.
It is unseen and only known by its working. It 1s the realm
of spirit and life, manifesting itself through nature and
thegough man. .

‘““And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the
waters.”’ GERSON,

SPIRITUALISM AND PSYCHICAL
RESEARCH IN FRANCE.

" We have received from the editor of the “Revue Spirite,”’
42, Rue Saint Jacques, Paris, an intimation of two impor-
tant foundations in France.

(1) The International Metapsychic Institute has already
been noticed in our columns, but its recognition by the
French Government as of public utility is a sign of the times
which English Spiritualists will note.

- (2) A federation of all who support the Spiritualist
movement in France and her colonies has been formed under
the title of the ‘“Union Spirite.”’

The former is domiciled at No. 89, Avenue Niel, Paris,
where it has an ample and well-fitted laboratory with self-
registering machines, a libravy, reading room, lecture room,
and archives. It is, as stated, international, and is under
the distinguished presidency of Professor Charles Richet.
Tts working Council consists of eminent scientific men only.
Its Director is Dr. Geley. to whose striking and original
work we have often alluded. It will investigate, experi-
ment, and publish, under the guarantee of exactitude given
by a Committce of experts, the results of psychic experi-
ments made under its supervision. Above all, it is the first
and only body which has definitely undertaken to provide
for reliable mediums ‘‘a life free from distracting cares,
allowing them to devote themselves to the development of
their valuable faculties.””  Suggestions to this effect have
often been made here by those who recognise the invaluable
and essential services rendered by mediums, often to their
pecuniary detriment. Unfortunately these have remained
in the realm of good intentions. The subscription is 25
francs annually.

‘The Union of French Spiritualists foresees that the ideals
of Spiritualism are destined to prevail at no distant day.
It is formed to secure unity of policy and action in view of
that general recognition which is rapidly coming to pass.

These developments import much. They provide a
guarantee of scientific accuracy to which no single and
isolated experimenter can lay claim. We do not, of course,
minimise the exceedingly valuable work which has been done
by men and women working on their own lines, nor the
credibility of their results, but we have painful evidence
every day how readily the work which rests on single testi-
mony is set aside. = The verification of the supernormal
vhenomena and their reception by the scientific world at
large will be attended by the same dangers which heset all
movements as soon as they become successful. They are
adopted by the unthinking and by doctrinaires. They tend
then to lose sight of principles in disputes on minor points;
they split into parties. This tendency in human nature
first injures, and then destroys, their usefulness.

It is to guard against this danger that the French Union
has been formed. @ We have recently advocated the same
policy here, where it is perhaps still more needed in an atmos-
phere more disposed to sectarianism than are our French
friends. No English Spiritualist has, as yet, come forward
with the large benefactions of M. Jean Mexer. who recog-
nises that the supernormal phenomena, if true. are of vast
importance, not only individually but nationally also. in
providing that common principle of proven belief which har-
nises that the supernormal phenomena, if true, are of vast
freedom of thought. But though we may regret that this
has not as yet been done in Britain, we have only congratula-
Apiorll)s for the energy and unity of aim whigh has prevailed
in Paris.

Prato oN A QuesTioN or THE Hour.—If we think we ought
to investigate what we do not know, we are hetter men, more
courageous and less slothful, than if we think that what we
do not know is something which it is neither possible to
ascertain nor right to investigate.—Prato (‘‘Meno’’).

Morar, TALE.—It is told of a rich but rather par-
simonious man that, on being asked to help a worthy cause
with money he excused himself on the ground of bad trade,
decrease of capital, taxation, winding up with a general
allusion to the increasing number of calls on his purse;
whereupon the applicant for help told him the following
story : ‘‘There was once a man who was asked to lend a ropo
to a neighbour. His reply was that he was in need of a
rope just then. ‘Shall you require it a long time?’ asked
the neighbour. ‘I think I shall,’ replied the owner, ‘as I
‘am_going to lie up some sand with it.” ‘Tie up sand?!
exclaimed the would-be borrower. ‘How can you tic up
sand with a rope?’ ‘Oh, you can do almost anything with
 rope when you don’t want to lend it,” was the reply.”

LIGHT.
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SPIRITUALISM AS THE G 0 A
NEW ORDER.

Unrest, turmoil, suffering; abound on . The

whole world is still in travail of -the ne sh shall
be born from out the present chaos.

“Is it Peace?’’ asked the watchman 3 Jehu
approached the city of Jezreel. *Is it P« |uestion
with each other in this twentieth centu -it may
be that the answer which Jehu gave is without
significance for us. ‘““What peace, so long »redoms
of thy mother Jezebel and her witchcraft nany?”’
Blunt, ugly words—so unpleasant to our hi :d ears!
But if we are honest perhaps we shall he 1t that

Jehu might justly utter the same words as a condemnation

of our civilisation to-day. Conditions and of
luxury unparalleled in the history of our e exist-
ing side by side with an ever-increasing vo! employ-
ment and poverty. Little children dying ion and

diseases of malnutrition—mothers too unde: rish the
pitifully stunted babes they bring into 1 famine
and pestilence sweeping towards us from Central Europe
and Asia, men broken in the war, victims of tuberculosis
bi' the thousand, and lacking the skilled treatment which
alone can alleviate their sufferings—such are the conditions
prevailing to-day. The old social order has crumbled to

ieces, and from out the chaos the new era has not yet been
gorn! On every side one hears the parrot-cry, “Reconstruc-
tion.”” But it echoes somewhat hollowly on ears attuned
to the great moan of suffering which ascends from this our
present world in its throes of a new birth.

What are we doing, irdividually and collectively, to
restore harmony where now there is discord? We each have
a definite responsibility for the conditions in which we live
Ffor morality and justice are, after all, affairs of individual
ives. .

Have the Churches given us any definite lead? Generally
speaking, they have falled. =~ Where, then, can we turn for
guidance in this hour of crisis? Many have found their

arkness llﬁhtened by the teachings of Spiritualism, the
science of the spirit. : _

It is no new religion, this S}i]iritualism—mther it was
the underlying principle of all the great religions of old.
Ancient Egypt, Be'rsia, Chaldea, India, all based their teach-
ing on the philosophy which we call Spiritualism. _ The
New Testament is pre-eminently a Spiritualist baok. Spirit-
ualism eaches that man is a spiritual being, endowed
here anud now with spiritual gifts which must be used for the
good of all.  'We must readjust our standards of life, and
try to regain something of the simplicity and purity which
characterised the lives of the early Christians.

In our mad race for money and for ¥)leasure on the
material plane, we are losing the capacity for spiritual en-
joyment.  ‘““What shall it profit a man to gain the whole
world if he lose his own soul?”’ We complain we have no
time to cultivate spiritual gifts—life is too short, too full
of material problems! Oh, the tragedy of it! Do we not
vet understand that ‘‘it is the spirit which giveth life,”
and that material things must take a subordinate place?

This does not imply that a Spiritualist should spend his
life contemplating Scripture, nor that he should withdraw
from the world to live a ‘‘religious’ life. = Far otherwise!
Keep in the world. It needs men and women who have the
power of spiritual perception. ‘“Where there is no vision
the people *)erlsh.”. The world owes more to its ‘‘dreamers"
than it realises, for the dreams can, and often do, materialise
into concrete realities such as the utilitarian materialist
would never dream of ! .

Spiritualism has a direct application to the problems of
our day. Social order and civic justice can only come when
every member of the State will at least acknowledge that it
is desirable to do unto ‘‘others as we would- they should do
unto us.” ‘“‘Bear ye one another’s burdens and so fulfil the
law of Christ.”” If we would only, each one, strive to carry
out the teachings of that great Master known to the world
as Jesus, what an astounding difference there would be!
In all their beauty and simplicity they hold for us the key
which shall unlock the door leading fo the true Palace of
Peace.  Peace in our hearts, peace in our public life!

The ancient wisdom sheds a light upon the path leading
to tho New Jerusalem—that mystic city, ‘‘having the glory
of God,” which needs no temples for the worship og the
Highest, because He is in the midst thereof; wherein there
is no night, neither sorrow, nor crying, but instead, the
majestic harmomies of the spheres as they whirl through
space.  ““There is music in keys unknown to the dulFer
ears of earth, and harmonies whose chords are souls attuned
to each other.” 6. T

Dowir and dree are jestin’ and glee
‘When poverty spoils good company.
' " JOANNA BAILLIE.
TaE truest truth lies in the mystical direction, and
though we are here to live the earth life and to learn its
lessons, we are nevertheless right in facing that way rather
than the other,.—J, Artaur Hirs in ‘“Man is a Spirit,”
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TO-MORROW'S SOCIETY MEETINGS.

——

These notices are confined to announcements of meetings on the coming
Sunday, with the addition only of other engagements In the same
week. They are chargedat the rate of 1s. for two lines (including the
name of the soclety) and 8d. for every additional line.

The Marylebone Spiritualist Association, Ltd., Steinway

all, Lower Seymour-street, W.1.—6.30, Mrs. E. A.
Cannock. May 16th, Mr. Horace Leaf.

The London Spiritual Mission, 13, Pembridge Place, W.2.
—11, Mr. Ernest Meads; 6.30, Dr. W. J. Vanstone. Wed-
nesday, May 12th, 7.30, Mr. Thomas Ella.
14th, 7.30, Mr. Ernest Hunt.

Croydon.—96, High-street.—11, Mr. Ella; 6.30, Mrs.
Annie Boddington.

Walthamstow.—342, Hoe-street.—7, Mr. Forsyth, address
and clairvoyance. Monday, Grove-road, 8, Mr. Sander.

Kingston-on-Thames.—Bishop’s Hali, Thames-street.—
11, Mrs. Brown; 6.30, Miss Conroy.

Lewisham.—The Priory, High-street.—6.80, Mr. Richard
Boddington,

Spiritualists’ Rendezvous, W. H. Smith Memorial Hall,
4, Portugal-street, Kingsway.—7, Prof. Jas. Coates, Friday,
14th, Mr. G. W. Sharpe (Birmingham) in Furnival Hall.

Peckham.—Lausanne Hall, usanne-road.—Saturday,
8, Sunday 11.30 and 7, Monday, 3, Mrs. L. Harvey. Thurs-
day, 8.15, Mrs. M. Clempson.

Church of the Spirit, Windsor-road, Denmark Hill, S.E.—
Sunday, 11 and 6.30; Monday, 3 p.m., and Wednesday, 7.30,
Mrs. Hettie Butterworth, of Barrow-in-Furness. .

. Battersea.—45, St. John's Hill, Clapham Junction.—
11.15, circle service; 6.30, Mrs. Bloodworth. 6th, 8.15,
clairvoyance. . .

Woolwich and Plumstead.—Invicta Hall, Crescent-road.—
Thursday, 138th, 8, Mr. North. Sunday, 16th, 7, Mrs.
George; members’ circle after service; 3, Lyceum. All
seats free. T

Wimbledon Spiritual Mission, 4 and 5, Broadway.—-
9th, 11, Mr. F. Jones; 3, Lyceum; 6.30, Rev. Robt. King.
12th, 7.30, Mrs. E. A. Cannock. Healing: 10 a.m. to
1 p.m., excepting Tuesday and Saturday.

Holloway.—Grovedale Hall (near Highgate Tube Station).
—To-day (Saturday), 7.30, whist drive in aid of Building
Fund. Sunday, 11 and 7, Mrs. Jennie Walker, of Canada.
Wednesday, 8 p.m., Mr. and Mrs. E. J. Pulham.  Thurs-
day, 8, Mrs. Jennie Walker, ‘“‘Flower Séance’’ in aid of
‘Buiiding Fund; silver collection. 15th, social and dance.
16th, 11, Mr. A. W. Jones; 3, Lyceum; 7, Miss Mary Mills.
23rd, 11, Dr. W. J. Vanstone; 7, Mrs. Rollestone.

Brignton.—Old Steine Hall, 52a, 0ld Steine.—11.30 an
7, also Monday, 7.15, and Tuesday, 3, Mrs. Alice Jamrac
(see_advertisement).

Brighton.—Atheneum Hall.—11.15 and 7, Miss Felicia
‘Wednesday, B, public

Friday, May

R. Scatcherd, addresses; 3, Lyceum.
meeting, Miss A. Scroggins.

THE HILL OF VISION,
A FORECAST OF THE GREAT WAR,
And of Social Revolution, with the Coming of the
New Bace.

Gathered from Automatic Writings obtained between 1909 and 1912,
and also in 1918, through the band of JOHN ALLEYNE, under
the supervision of the Author,

By FREDERICK BLIGH BOND, F.R.I.B.A.
Cloth, 134 pages. 7/I1 net post free.
Orrios or ‘ Licu?,” 6, QUEEN Square, Lonpbon, W.C.1.

SPIRIT TEACHINGS.

Through the Mediumship of William Stainton Moses
(“M.A. Oxon.”)

By Automatic or Passive Writing.
With a Biography by Charlton T. Speer and Two Full-Page Portraits
Ninth Edition, Bound in Cloth, 323 pages, price 6/- net,
or post free 6/6.
OrrIcR oF “LicHT,”” 6, QUEEN SqQUaRE, Lonpon, W.C.1.

SPIRITUALISM .= BIBLE.

This work by MR. and MRS. WALLIS shows the connection
« betwesn BIBLICAL AND MODERN SPIRITUALISM. .

It deals with : Inspiration and Mediumship; The Prophet Mediums ;

‘The Word of God ; Angels, Who and What are} They ?; The Endor

Séance ; Spmtuo.hspg ast and Present; The Psychic Powers of

Jesus; Good Conditions Indispensable; The Spiritual Teachings cf

Jesus ; The Spiritual Experiences of Peter, Stephen, Philip and

Paul; Biblical and Modern Psicl.aio Phenomena; God in Man, or,
. “The Christ of God.”

104 pages. Bound in stiff boards, 1/8
post free, or cloth, 2/9. » 1B}

OrricE oF “LieHT,” 6, QUEEN 8qUARE, LonDpoN, W.C.1.

EVIDENCES OF SPIRITUALISM SERIES,

After-Death Communications, By I. M. Bazzrr.
2/8% post free.

Fourteen Letters from the Beyond. By Mary Haminron

Coars.  2/8% post free.

Psychical Miscellanea. By J. Arraur Hi. 2/8%
post free.

Practical Views on Psychic Phenomena. By G. E.

WriGHT. 2/83 post free.
OrrioB oF “‘LicHT,”’ 6, QUEEN SqQUARE, LonDoN, W.C.1.

REMINISCENCES :scereo sumorer,

Including an account of Marvellous Spirit Manifestations.

The Medium in a Oage. Spirits materialise, hold conversation with the

sitters. and then dematerialise in full view of all present. The Spirits

make wax moulds of their feet, &o., &o. ttluetrations of the plan of the

room, of the oage and cabinet, and ot the wax moulds: also portraits
of 14 of the principal persoue present are given.

Cloth, illustrated, 143 pages. 1s. 8d. post free.
“LicaT” Office, 6, Queen Square, Southampton Row, W.C. 1.

Spmtuahst,s when in London should stay at
Hunstanton House, 18, Endsleigh-{ndons, London, N.W. (2
ainutes Euston Station, 5 minates 8t. Panoras and King’s Cross);
sentral for all parts ; peti‘eot sanitation. Terms: 58, Bed and Break-
fast; no charge for attendanve. Full tariff apply to Mrs. Stanley
Watts, Proprietress.

W( turative Suggestion,” by Robert McAllan,

Proves the value of hypnotic ungﬁsﬁon in treating moral, mental
and nervous disorders, as Insomnis, Neurasthenia, Obsessions, De-
pression, Belf-consciousness, &o.; free from author, 4, Manchester-st.
Manchester-square, London, W.1. Hours, 10.30 to 5.30. Mayfair 1398

Psychic Research in the New Testament.
Scientific Justification of some of the Fundamental Claims of
Christianity. By Ellis T. Powell, LL.B. (Lond.), D.Sc. (Lond.).
3% gtgles, 1s. 13d. post free. LraHT Office, 6, Queen Square, London,

Holiday Seekers and those requiring a

(o]

T natural air tonic for nerves. Come to sunny Clacton—to Mr.
and Mrs. G. F. Tilby, * Dewhyrst,” Thoroughgood-road, Clacton-on-
Sea. Boarding House. 3 minutes station or sea.

Spirit Teachings. Chapters from the Writings

of “M. A.Oxon” (William Stainton Moses). Reprinted from
the book of that title, together with some descriptions of the circum-
stances in which they were received. 15 pages, 2d. gost free, or 1s, 3d.
per dozen, from LierT Office, 6, Queen Square, London, W.C. 1.

e Index for ¢ Light,” 1919, is now ready,

grice 64d. post free, from LiaHT Office, 6, Queen Square, London,

or Sale.—A new copy of “ An Encyclopeedia
of Occultism.” A Compendium of Information on all Occult
Sciences, Psychic Science, &c. Published at 25/- net. Many illustra-
tions. 451 pages. Offered ab 20/- post free  LieaT Office, 6,
Queen Square, London, W C, 1.

Is Modern Spiritualism Based on Facts or Fancy?

By James Coates, Ph.D., F.A.S. With Four Photographs. 95
pages, 2s. 2d. pist fres, LigrT Office, G, Queen Square, London, W.C.1.

Lectures at 153, Brompton-road, S.W. (Theo-

sophical Fres Reading Rooms). Every Tuesday, at S p.m., on
‘*The Seven Rays of Developmeno.” Every Friday, at 3 30 p.m., on
*“The Occult Side of Life.” Admission free. For full syllabus of
Lectures apply Secretary as above.

A uthors should forward Novels, Stories, Poems,

Songs, Music, Plays, Essays, &c., to Mr. Stockwell, who will
immediately advise whether for Book Publication or Sale to Magazines.
No Reading Fees. Typewriting not essential. New writers specially
sought. Psychic MSS. very welcome.—Address: Mr. Arthur H.
Stockwell, 29, Ludgate Hill, London, E.C. 4.

Bound Volume of “Li%‘ht ” for 1919. Bound
in half-roan, 22/6 post free. LiacrT Office, 6, Queen Squarve,
London. W.C. 1.

Psychic Force; an Experimental Investigation
of a little-known Power. By Gambier Bolton, F.R.G.S., F.Z S.
96 pages, 1/8 post free. LieHT Office, 6, Queen Square, London, W.C.

Some Reminiscences. An Account of Startling

Spirit Manifestations. By Alfred Smedley. With plans and
portraits of a number of well. known persons who were eye. witnesses of
the manifestations. 1s. 3d. post free. LicHT Office, 6, Queen Square,
London, W.C. 1.
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Post free from the Office of Ligur,” 6, QuEEN Square, SouTaaMPTON Row, , at
the prices quoted. Remittances must accompany orders, otherwise they k.
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amination of the Phenomena of Spiritnalism and of the Hvi- Heard a Voice : or, The Great'E . B
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through his two young daughters. Cloth, 272

an is a Spirit. A Collection of spontaneous i ks wi
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EREO 8 2 — Cloth, 160 pages, 2s. 8d. _ : o
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Beor. &%?h ?fé};‘g eosfliel:.f Andrew Jackson Davis, the American Y, p‘g::ege%?’. Communicated to J. 8. M. ° Dloth,
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Tt e & | Tewching: of Tore Tt g
ical Han or ents of Mesmerism. By Professor : : P '
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Seeing the Invisible. Practical Studies in Psy- | 'Jhe New Revelation. By Sir A. yle
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Photographlng the Invisible. Practical Studies T Cloth, 228 pages. 5s. 4d. ' .
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fter Death. New Enlarged Edition of Letters Phantasms of the Living, By aey,
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Practical Pgychometry : Its Value and How it
is Mastered. By O Hashnu Hara. 1s, 8d.

actical Yoga. A Series of Thoroughly

Praotioal Lessons upon the Philosophy and Practice of Yoga with
& chapter devoted to Persian Magio. By O Hashnu Hara, 1s, 8d.

actical Hypnotism. Teaching eilghteen differ-

ent methods of inducing Mesmerism or Hypnotism, By O
Hashnu Hara. 1s. 8d.

e Voices. A Sequel to Glimpses of the Next

State. Accounts of Bittings for the Direct Voice in 1912-13, By
Vice-Admiral W. Usborne Moore. Cloth, 461 pages, 4s.
Speaki.ng Across the Border Line. Letters from

s Husband in Spirit Life to His Wife on Barth, Paper covers,
23.3d. Art Linen Binding, 3s, 4d.

Not. Silent, if Dead. By H. (Haweis). Through

ALV the Mediumship of Mrs. Lamb Fernie (Parma). Oloth, 4s, 11d.
he Dead Active. By H. (Haweis). Through

the Mediumship of Mrs. Lamb Fernie. Cloth, 194 pages, 4s. 10d.

The Wonders of the Saints and Modern Spirit-
ualism. By the Rev. F. Fielding-Ould, M.A. Cloth, 4s. 9d. net.

Claude’s Book. Hdited by L. Kelway-Bamber.

With letter from Sir Oliver Lodge. Cloth, 149 pages, 6s. 4d.

'I‘hrough the Mists, or Leaves from the Auto-
biography of a Soul in Paradise. Recorded for the author. By
R. J. Lees. Cloth, 4s. 5d.

isions, Previsions and Miracles in Modern
Times. By H. Howard Grey, D.D.S. Oloth, 532 pages, 5s. 6d.

rl’\he Proofs of the Truths of Spiritualism. By

the Rev. Prof. G. Henslow, M.A. With 51 Illustrations. Cloth,
255 pages. 8s. net. )

Hafed, Prince of Persia; His Experience in

Earth-Life and Spirit-Life, being Spirit Communications received
through Mr. David Duguid, the Glasgow Trance-Painting Mediom.
With an Appendix containing communications from the Spirit Artists.
Ruisdal and Steen. 592 pv.. 7s. post free. -

Human Personality and its Survival of Bodily
Death. By F. W. H. Myers. Abridged Edition. Cloth, 307
pages, 8s. )

an’s Survival after Death ; or the Other Side

of Life in the Light of Scripture, Human Esperience and Modern
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Life after Death. Problems of the Future Life

and its Nature. By J. H. Hyslop, Ph.D., LL.D. Cloth, 346
pages, 9s.
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16 Spirit Drawings. Cloth, 520 pages, 18s.
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