LG b(.wcﬁl

Alight:

A Journal of Psychical, Occult and Mystical Research.

“J1emT!- Mors LiGHT | "—Goethe.

“ WHATSOBVER DOTH MAKE MANIFEST IS LIGHT!”—Paul.

' No. 2,050.—Vor.XL. [Registered as]

SAaToRDAY, ArrIL 24, 1920.

Prioe TWOPENCE.

[ Nowspaper. ] 0 106 108, por bana.

The tenancy by the London Spiritualist Alliance of their present premises ceases on Lady Day,

next year.

It is desired to acquire by gift, purchase, or rent-payment, similar but larger

premises in a Central position. These should, if -possible, include a hall capable of seating 250
people; a large room for library, book rooms, editorial rooms, and housekeeper’s apartments.
Communications should be addressed to the Secretary. -

London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd.,
8, QUEEN SQU4RE, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, W.O.( 1.
Progmmme'oi Meetings for the Coming Week.

TUESDAY, April 27th, at 3 p.m.—
For Members ONLY.
Séance for Clairvoyant Descriptions.
No admission after 3 o'clock.

THURSDAY, April 29th—
i Members Free ; Visitors, 1s. .
At 7.30 pm.—~ ... MR. StaNLEY DB BrATH (V. C. DESERTIS).
Address: “The Bearing of Spiritualism on the Needs
of the Times.”

FRIDAY, April 30th, 8.50 p.m.—
Members Free; Visitors, 1s.
Talks with a Spirit Control ... Mgzs. M. H. WaLLis.

Open Meeting for Written Questions of an Impersonal
_ Nature Bearing on the Future Life.

MEMBERS, One Guinea.
For Syllabus and further particulars regarding the work of the
Alliance apply to the Seoretary.

The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd.,
STEINWAY HALL, LOWER S8EYMOUR 8T., PORTMAN S8QUARE, W. 1.

SUNDAY EVENING Nexr, ar 6.30, MR. ERNEST MEADS.
Welcome to all, Admission Free, Colleoction.

Bteinway Hall is wivchin two minutes’ walk of Selfridge’s, Oxford St.,
aud five minutes from Bond Street and Marble Arch Tube Stations.
Spiritualists and inquirers are invited to join the Aasociation.

THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION,
18, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W.

SUNDAY, APRIL 251E.
At i a.m. o em e e MR. G. PRIOR.
At630pm. .. . - MBR. ERNEST HUNT.

Wednesday, April '28th, at 7.30 p.m.. Dr. W. J. Vanstone.
Friday, 30oh, at 7.30, Mr. Ernest Hunt. }

Thursdays, Meeting for Inquirers, 4 p.m

THE “W. T. STEAD” LIBRARY AND BUREAU,
-, 13a, Baker Street, W.1. :

READING ROOM AND RESTAURANT OPEN DAILY.

TUEBDAY, ArriL 27TH, AT 7 P.M. ..MISS McCREADIE.
THURSDAY, ArriL 29TH, AT 3.30 p.M....MRS. MARY GORDON.
WEDNESDAY. 11 to 12 30, Mrs. Seyforth in attendance for healing.
Non-Members not admitted until 3.15 and 6.45 p.m.
’ Members Free. Friends 1s.

WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION,

(Through Passage between 4 and 5, Broadway, Wimbledon.)

SBUNDAY, APRIL 25TH, 11 o.M, ... MB. W. P. SWAINSON.
Subject : ¢ Atlantis, the Story of a Lost Continent.”
3P.M. LYCEUM.
8.30 P.M. .. MR.W.P. SWAINSON.
. Subject : *“St. Francis of Assisi.”’
WED'SDAY, APRIL 28TH, 7.30 .M. ...MRS. JENNIE WALKER.
Brarixe.—Daily, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., except Tuesday and Saturday.

»

jl‘he International Home Circle Federation.

‘(Affiliated with the *‘Spiritualists’ National Union”).

. Hon, Sec. : Miss M. BAINES, 8, Heath Close, Hampstcad Way, N.W. 4.

A SPECIAL COURSE OF LANTERN LECTURES

On Spirit Photography and Allied Phenomena
Will be given by

MISS FELICIA SCATCHERD

At the Arts Guild Hallks, Queen Square, Southampton
“ROwW, W.U.
(Near Holborn and Russ’ell Square Tube Stations),
On APRIL 2/th and MAY 1Ith, at 7.30 pm.

Chairman for April 27th—REv, WALTER WINN.
Chair for May 11th—V8cOUNTESS MOLESWORTH. .
Many of the photographs have been specially gathered from the Con-

tinent, and are likely to cause much comment and interest. being
entirely new to Eaglish audiences.

Tickets to Single Lecture 2s (including tax). -
. May be had from the Hon. Sec.

DELPHIC CLUB, 22a, Regent Street, SW.1.

Sunday, April 25th, 7 p.m. Social Evening.
Wednesday, April 28th, 5 p.m. Rev. A. H. Lee, *“Alchemy.™

Friday, April 30th, 5 p.m. Mr. Stavely Bulford.
¢* Esoteric Symbolisms.”
For particulars of membership apply the Searetary.

Vigitors are admitted by invitation of a Member.
Members’ Subseription: Town, 3 guineas ; Country, 2 guineas.

CHURCH OF HIGHER MYSTICISM,

22, PRINCES STREET, CAVENDISH SQUARE, W,

MRS. FAIRCLOUGH SMITH is giving a series of Instruotive

Addresses on ‘‘ fhe Human Aura,” ‘¢ Auric Colours,” &c., EVERyY

SuNDAY AFTERNOON, at 3.16 o'clock, with illustrations and some:
delineutions.

Silver collection to defray expenses. No Sunday evening meeting.

- BRIGHTON SPIRITUALIST BROTHERHOOD,
Old Steine Hall, 52a, Old Steine, Brighton.

Serviozs—Sunday, 11.30 aud 7 p m.; Monday. 7.16 p.m. ; Tuesday,
3 p.m. ; Toursday 7.5 p.m. A hearty welcome au all meetings.

SUNDAY, 11.30, Healing Service; 7, Flower Service.
MONDAY anxp TUESDAY MRS. MARY GORDON.
Admission Free. Reserved' seats 1s. Silver Oollection. -

‘Now Ready. .
THE GREAT DEBATE.

THE TRUTH OF SPIRITUALISM.

,Verbétim Report of Debate between Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle and Joseph McCabe. Revised
‘by both Disputants.

Paper covers, 64 pages, 1/2 net post free.
Licor OFFicE, 6, QUEEN SQUARE, Lonpox. W.C. 1.
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RACHEL s
COMFORTED

Being the Conversations of a Mother in the Dark with her Child
. in the Light,

By MRS. FRED MATURIN

- With Prefaces by Sir A. Conan Doyle and the late W. T. Stead

These are the remarkable private Records of years of Conversations in
her own home per planchette (with a reliable but quite inexperienced
member of her household as the only other sitter), of the authoress with
her child ¢ Sunny.” aged thirteen at the time of his *“ death.”

They began nineteen years ago, to the mother’'s own amazement, she
also being new to the subject. They were then considered too far in

. advance of the times to publish. It was one of the cherished dreams of
© that great-hearted friend ot the bereaved, Mr.W.T.Stead,that these simple,

et extraordinary conversations of a mother and child on the two sides of
he Veil should be given to-a sorrowing world when the appointed time
came. He and Rachel met just before his fateful voyage on the * Titanic,”
ahd had Mr., W.T.Stead returned,the book was to have been published then.
Certain chapters of the records have appeared at intervals in * LigHT,”

and* Mrs. Fred Maturin was inundated with deli%hted and touchiug

letters from strangers of both scxes from all parts of the world requesting
‘that she should publish her experiences in book-form. ¢ Sunny’s ** joyous,
child-like and homely descriptions of his life in “my Happy Land.” as
he calls it, are, so far as is known, unparalleled throughout the world for
their sustained individuality, continulig, consistency and simplesin-
«cerity as coming from an intelligent ohild.

SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE writes in his introduction :

“This beautiful book, Most of us will rejoice that we have our rest-cure in
such an earth-like heaven, or heavenly earth as * Sunny’ describes.”

MR. W. T. STEAD wrote in 1909 :

¢! In this book the description of life on the Other Side 1is written by a child
awho lives there, who tells his mather day by day how he spends his time, what
dessons he is learning, what games he is playing and who are his friends and
companions, It is a remarkable story.”

A lady writes to Rachel: '“I always feel that, though I have never met
* Sunny,' I know him, since reading the records, better than most children of my

uaintance,” Another of *Sunny’s” many unknown admirers writes :
It iz all 8o natural, simple and belicvable. What a privilege is yours.” And
yet another: ‘¢ It1isits naturalness and simplicity that makes it ring true.”’
The Chaplain of a well-known school writes : * How cordially I welcome
the appearance of the records and honour the mnotive which has prompted their
publication. Excuse this from a stranger.”

The perusal of this book must give the most hardened sceptic causeto

furiously think. 1t contains many evidenacs of incidents totally outside

* the knowledge of the two sitters, A charming portrait of +*Sunny” play-

ing on a flute, is glven as a frontispiece, and also one of “Sunny’s * mother
at the time of his childhood.

The authoress, in her closing chapter. writes: ** Rachels of all lands and climes.

‘to whom thisbook Is specially given, has my everlasting child, whose own great love -

‘bridged the grave, helped to dry your tears too ? "
It is for parents and others to buy the book and reply.

LONDON: HUTCHINSON & CO., PATERNOSTER ROW

WHERE THE “DEAD” LIVE. A Text-Book of Modern Spirit-
ualism—sublime in its simplicity, enthralling in its emotional in-
terest. and overwhelming in its appeal to the reason. A series of
automatic messages, with inspired answers to the questions that
are in every mind. 2/ net. )

THE GREAT OleEAL. J. 8. WADDIE. A capital up-to-date story,
will prove exceedingly acceptable. Attractively produced. 2/ net.

THE NEW MERCURY. DoNALD MESSENGER. A caépital little
story, up-to-date, well told, 32 pages, tastefully produced. 1/~ net.

A CORNISH PASTY. MARY ANDREWS. A specially commended
work—well written, entertaining throughout. Pretty frontispiece
and striking design on cover. 3,8 nct. )

APPLES OF SODOM. HyrLDA DEANE. Cloth and Gold, bevelled
boards, A splendid novel, original in plot and in working out of

i same. @/~ net.

1 THE SENSATIONAL LIST. ‘“HeNRY RoLAND.” This book of
humorous adventures is specially suited for cnjoyment by the
fireside. Iandsome Cloth and Gold binding. 3/- net.

THE INVISIBLE CHAIN. MARY DEANE. A little book that will
prove of real interest to all readers. Very striking cover. 1/ net.

THE DORAL VALSE. IRVIN COOPER. Exceptionally good;
-+ highly commended. 2/- nct. o

i areinvited to submit Novels, Stories,Poems, Songs,
' AUTH ORS Music, Plays, Essays, &c., to Mr. Stock:éll. w‘ha
will immediately advise whether for Book Publication or Safe to Magazines. No

Reading Fees. Typewriting not essential. New writers specially sought. Spirit-
ualist MSS. very welcome.

London: Arthur H.Stookwell,29, Ludgate Hill, E.C.4.

~i‘HE BRITISH COLLEGE OF PSYCHIC SCiENCE,

59, Holland Park, London, W. 11.

Hon. Principal : J. HEWAT McKeNzIE.

The College is now open, a.nd' the Hon. Sec. can ges visitors and
Prospective membera between the hours of 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. daily.
Prospectus on application.

The Oollege is specially desirous of furthering investigation in

Psychic Photography, !
and the Secretary will be glad to make arrangements for experiments
in the Photographic rooms with any who can show that they have
-ability in this direotion. i
Communications on the sabject will be weloomed.

The
Spirit
World

Proof
Positive !

HE amazing and true story of how
‘ this spirit photograph was taken,
and how the spirit face was afterwards
identified, is told fully in the “LONDON
MAGAZINE.” Names and addresses are
given—nothing is hidden! Other re-
markable spirit photographs illustrating‘
this wonderful article will be found in

The o |

LONDON Magazine

. Now on Sale,

Price 1/-
i
‘ THE UNIVERSAL
g ‘ BADGE OF SPIRITUALISM.
Brooch or Pendans in blue enamel and coppes.
\ ' Price 58, 8d. post free from
‘ MRS. MONTGOMERY IRVINE,
115, Ladbroke Grove, London, W. 11,
“THE MEMPHIS" QUIJA BOARD
h Ideal for Investigators wishing to get ¢ Psychic
Communications.” Silent, frictionless, portable.
MEMPMIS In neat case, with booklet of full, plain instruc-
oCCULT  PRODUCTS tions which can be understood by anyone. .
orge Stee falTy i) & 1¥e.
\ R. H. T.NAYLOR, Carr Bank, Whatstandwell, DERBYSHIRE.
THE SCHOOL OF THE MYSTERIES.
TUITION in the following subjects :— . )
inst}xi"lixﬁgo%xst%gg it.(l’::asuggo?:iﬁgg'c gg“ggggshigagnggg%‘l]fro&?:l tllgt?etll:s?:é
Sound Culture. . MAUD MacCARTHY.
The Basic or Platonic Solids, and Symmetric Form in relation to
Creative Idea. HORACE WOOLLER.
e SOPn ol Comioie, Faemony.Insumon:
JOHN FOULDS.
Symbolism of Number and Synhmctrlc Form as a key to the
Cliristian Gnosis. FREDERIOK BLICH BOND.

Public Lectures at the School (Tube, Holland Park) -

SUNDAYS, ar 8. MAY. 28p—‘‘A System of Angelic Revela-
tions.,” MAuD MacOAaRTHY. L
WEDNESDAYS. ar 8.—Question-Lectures are given by MauD
. MacCarraY. Y6 5Two il
HURSDAYS, APRIL 29ra_AND MAY 67tH, AT 5.—Two illus-
T trated lectures on * The Platonic Solids—the Basic Principles
of Symbolical and Magical Patberns,” &c. HORACE WOOLLER

Single Tickets, 3/- each, bo be obtained through the post only, from the
Huc:g. Sec:., Frate{-nity of 8t. Bride, 81, Lansdowne-road, Lomfon,W.ll.
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NOTES BY THE WAY.

Some of our readers are much impressed by the
quotation we gave from ‘‘The Guardian'’ of the 19th
ult. in ‘““Notes by the Way’’ (p. 105), viz., that ‘‘a wave
of materialism is passing over the world, and it will
need a wave of true Spiritualism to counteract it.”’
Well, we would like to be able to say that our heart
leaped up when we beheld this rainbow in the sky, bub
although the statement had its significance we did not
regard it as anything especially remarkable. It was
contained in a letter signed ‘‘Nemo,”’” and we do not
know who ‘““Nemo’’ is. Moreover, as we have said
before, the word Spiritualism is variously interpreted.
and bears different meanings for different minds. We
who are not accustomed to think in compartments, use
it as embracing all the meanings which are usually
attached to it; the largest as well as the smallest, view-
ing it as a comprehensive idea. Just now we are
witnessing a great clash of minds on the question, but
most of them seem to be concerned about minor aspects,
petty details which somehow seem to represent to the
persons concerned the whole subject. Not that it
maftters very much. Spiritualism goes on enlarging
its boundaries and ‘multiplying ifs adherents in spite of
all the Sir Oracles, the Dogbeiries, and the Partingtons.
It advances not so much by its logic-force as by 1ts life-
force. As one of its defenders said recently, it is pro-
bably an evolutionary impulse. If that is so—and we
are assured that it is—we need be under no apprehen-
sions- about its future. As for apologising for it, we
would as soon think of trying to vindicate the planetary
movements, or the ebb and flow of the tides. We have
only to explain it to these who seek explanation. It
will justify itself. We who stand for it should stand
as heralds to proclaim it, rather than as advocates to
plead for it.

* * * *

Many small intellectual movements have perished
by reason of their lack of humour, and the greatest

m " "3 have gone woefully astray from the same
ca ‘it is & commonplace now that lack of humour
sig cssence a defective sense of proportion. In
hi: » book on Charles Dickens, Mr. G. K. Ches-
te writes on one aspect of the matter :—

' not know how far mere %ood spirits will go.
Fc wo never think (as the old folk-lore did) of good
sp to the spiritual world. We see this in the
co: © from modern, popular supernaturalism of
th mirth. We hear plenty to-day of the wisdom
of world: but we do not hear, as our fore-
fa the folly of the spiritual world, of the tricks
of | the jokes of the patron saints. Our popular
ta 1 man who is so wise that he touches the su-
pe .+ Dr, Nikola; but they never tell us (like

the popular tales of the past) of a man who was so silly
that he touched the suKernatural, like Bottom the weaver.
We do not understand the dark and transcendental sympathy
between fairies and fools.

Of course, Mr. Chesterton, while he touches a pro-
found truth, handles it in a large and airy way with a
little of his characteristic paradox. We are not at all in
love with the silly side of Spiritualism (we have had
rather too much of it). But we have never failed to
observe that almost always its absurdities grew out of a
lamentable dulness. That kind of person whom R. L.
Stevenson described as the ‘‘solemn ass’’ was ususally
involved. There is such a thing as taking oneself and
one’s ideas altogether too seriously. We have a con-
stant object lesson in the results of dull, mirthless con-
ditions at a circle: no gleam from ‘‘the other side’’ can
penetrate its leaden atmosphere.

* * * *

Again we return to G. K. C. in his observations on
the humour of Diclens. They are marked with deep in-
sight :-—

We understand a devout occultism, an evil occultism, a
tragic occultism, but a farcical occultism is beyond us. Yet
a farcical occultism is the very essence of ‘A Midsummer
Night’s Dream.” It is also the right and credible essence
of “The Christmas Carol.”” Whether we understand it de-
pends upon whether we can understand that exhilaration
1s not a physical accident, but a mystical fact: that exhil-
aration can be infinite, like sorrow: that a joke can be so
big that it breaks ihe roof of the stars. By simply going
on being absurd a thing can become godlike: there is but
one step from the ridiculous to the sublime.

It is one of the saving graces of this Spiritualism of
ours that, however much i1t may be misrepresented by
its dullards, it is a revelation of joy. All may not realise
this at first, for it is a peculiarity of all great illumina-
tions that they dazzle the eyes of some, and accentuate
the darkness of all the gloomy corners into which they
do not at once penetrate. Our world by long usage has
learned not merely to tolerate bub to reverence many
customs that are so absurd that a humorist like Dickens
could cover them with ridicule. But to the dull-minded
these things have become so normal that ideas such as
those which the spiritual revelation is bringing in are
derided as foolish, immoral, unnatural. Yes, they ars
unnatural just in the same way as fresh country air is
unnatural and even poisonous to the man who passes his
life in a foul room, fusty from lack of ventilation. But
let us go on bringing in light and fresh air, even though
it leads to much squirming and cursing from those who
have come to loathe it from long acquaintance with
darkness and squalor.

THE SUSTENTATION OF ¢ LIGHT.”

It may be that under the stress of continually rising ex-
penses we shall be forced to follow the general move-
ment by raising the price of Lieur (of which Mr. Withall is
virtually the proprietor). Many of our friends in the past
have been strongly opposed to this step, and by donations to
the Maintenance Fuud have enabled us to aveid it, but
unless that Fund is generously supported just now we shall
have to consider the question of advancing the price, and
no longer remaining a solitary example of a psychic journal
kept at pre-war rates for the sake of the poorer brethren..

WHEN one is attempting noble things, it is surely noble
also to suffer patiently whatsoever befall us to suffer.—Prato.
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SOME FEATURES OF THE PRESENT
OUTLOOK.

Appress by Erus T. Powery, LL.B., D.Se.

It is a little difficult to give a title to the address which
Dr. Ellis T. Powell deliverad before the London Spiritualist
Alliance on the evening of the 15th inst., as, instead of
taking up any special subject he prelerred, on this occasion,
to pass under review a few of the topics of psychical interest
which are just now rather to the fore.

The Chairman, Mr. Dawson Rogers, in opening the pro-
ceedings, expressed his great regret that at the last meeting
of the Council of the Alliance, the Acting President, Mr.
Henry Withall, had felt it necessary to relinquish his office.
The Alliance owed a deep debt of gratitude to Mr. Withall
for his wise counsel and guidance, and the untiring services
which he had rendered to the Society for the past thirty
years. Of late he had felt the need of rest, but Mr. Rogers
hoped that Mr. Withall would still be able to preside at some
of their meetings. With regard to the speaker of the even-
ing, the Chairman felt ithere was little need to say much by
way of introduction. He had given them many an intellec-
tual repast in the past, and would, no doubt, give them
another on that occasion.

Dr. PowsLy began by warmly associating himself with
the remarks which had fallen from the Chairman with refer-
cnce to Mr. Withall. “I have,” he said, ‘““experienced at his
hands a great number of personal kindnesses, and I should
be wanting in courtesy and appreciation if I did not express
my regret at his resignation. hope for Mr. Withall
in his retirement many happy years, and that when the time
comes for him to cross the frontier, he will have boundless
arenas opening up before him, and find congenial work await-
ing him.”

The speaker then invited his hearers to join him in de-
voting a little {ime to a survey of some features of the
present outlook. It was always well, he thought, for the pro-
tagonists of great movements to pause from time to time,
and consider where they stood.

TaE QUESTION or FRAUD.

He was delighted to find from the utterances of Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle at the Queen’s Hall that there was no disposi-
tion whatever to shrink from tackling the question of fraud.
There always had been, and probably always would be, ter-
restriaily speaking, some element of fraud hanging on to the
skirts of great movements. ‘‘Have not I chosen you twelve
and one of you hath a devil?”’ He thought they must dis-
tinguish five clearly defined types of fraud in relation to their
cause, and it might conduce to clarity of thought if he stated
what they were. In the first instance there was deliberate
trickery, sheer swindling, downright humbug. Nothing that
he could say, and nothing even more forcible which he might
think, but must not say, could be adequate to characterise
the diabolical conduct of the agents of this kind of thing.
They were taking advantage of the most sacred and pathetio
yearnings of the human spirit for the purpose of exploiting
for their own pecuniary benefit. It was a welcome fact that
practically all the exposure of this kind of thing had come
from their own side of the table. They were even more keen
to defeat it than were their critics and assailants.

In the second place, they had hogus exposures by the
Agent Provocateur. These, in nine cases out of ten, involved
perjury of the most shameless type. Honest mediums were
mmplored to give a séance in order to assuage the grief or
lighten the spirit of some enquirer. When they had done
so they found that these people were police agents of the
most unscrupulous type, who promptly haled them to the
police court, and obtained a conviction by methods of the
most dastardly character.

.In the third place, there was undoubtedly occasional
trickery by perfectly genuine mediums. The power of me-
diumship was nearly always intermittent. We were foolish
enough to leave the medium to gain his or her living by the
exercise of his or her powers, with the result that they were
often invoked at a_time when they were not actively pre-
sent, although the medium’s bread and butter might de-
pend upon their utilisation. It was in those circumstances
that the medium was tempted by stern necessity to help out
,the absence of the genuine phenomena by producing bogus
manifestations. One must condemn that kind of thing, but
at the same timo it stood on a different footing altogether
from the downright fraud of the first category. ’

In the fourth place came what he would call “induced
fraud.”’ That arose from sitters of powerful mentality
hypnotising the sensitive medium into the commission of the
very acts of which they suspected him, though he would
have been_guiltless but for their influence. They sat with
their minds made np that he was fraudulent, and that his
fraud was worked in a particular way, and their mentality
unitedly operating on his sensitiveness induced, or, one might
say, comnpelled, him to do the very thing which they con-
jectured to be the method of his medinmship.

Finally, there was a fifth class of fraud planned and per-
R‘etrated i)y oxtra-terrestrial opgonents of investigation.

hese, although spirits themselves, desired to bring spiritual
science into discredit, and to stop its progress. These in-
fluences were among the principalities and powers of which
the Apostle spoke, and against which the best of mankind
were arrayed, The knowledge of the existence of such an-
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tagonism was among the deeper revelatiol ic re-
search.

Tue ATTITUDE or SrIRITUALISM ToWwWARDS ITY.

Another topic of urgent contemporary e was
the attitude o? their whole movement toy anity.
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle had recently state anity,
at the moment, wus like a train with taken
off. Generated in psychic research, susta e in-
fluences, and based upon psychic ~ philo: ianity
had chosen in the last few centuries these
sources of sustenance and energy, and to a arid
dogmatism, which satisfied nobody. Th ‘eason
why the churches were so empty, and led to

grip the mass of the population as they Yet
when one came to turn the light of psychic 1 >n the

New Testament one was amazed to find th: point
it was in complete accord with the pro sychic
truths. As they knew, he had himself, on 1sions,
gone hehind the English text, and analy 'lgxnai
Greek for the purpose of showing how p 1s the
acquaintance of the writers with all the most sychic
knowledge. If they wanted the whole gospel 1alism
defined they would nowhere discover it 1an in
a single verse from the Epistle to the ] > they
not all ministering spirits sent forth to ho are
on their way hcme?’’ (Heb. i., 14), an ited a

definition of the policy of eniightened . . they
would find it in another verse from the same Epistle, “The
removal of the things that can be shaken, in order that the
things which cannot be shaken may remain’’ (Heb. xii., 27).
The truth, as he believed, was that psychic research was
destined to he the greatest auxiliary which had_ever come

to the side of Christianity, and the most pow nch of
Christian apologetics. ~ He thought that 1c res
searchers were now coming to recognise that der of
Christianity was Himself the greatest psy mality
who had ever visited this terrestrial sphere, ¢ Ie had
descended from His exalted home in order mau-
kind, as well as their limited powers of comp would
allow, what were the plans of the Supreme * their
welfare and their ultimate destiny. He did e that

Christianity had anything to fear from the most incisive
criticism which could be directed at it. Of course, there were
parts of the Old Testament which, as the record of history,
must be abandored, and there were passages in the New
Testament which were obviously framed to meet the needs
of the limited knowledge of the men to whom the words were
originally addressed. To indicate these passages, to show how
the human intellect had evolved heyond the stage which they
represented, was legitimate criticism, and no honest adherent
of the Christian faith, be he Anglican or Nonconformist,
could possibly object to it. But he did regret to see that
occasionally Spiritualists were led into repeating ancient
and exploded arguments against Christianity, and thus into
fostering the view assiduously disseminated by the enemies
of psychic research, that there was ineradicable hostility be-
tween that and Christianity itself. .

The speaker went on to give some recent instances of the
kind of unfounded criticism to which he was referring.

In that connection might he point out to them, and
perhaps more especially to their opponents, how greatly

sychic science, which lay at the root of all religion, has
Signiﬁed religion itself, and he might even say the Person-
alities which lay behind it. Of course, that was true of
science gemerally. The old idea was that the fiat, ‘“Let
there be light,” operated in almost a ma ical sense, and
produced illumination. Modern science told them that in
order to validate the fiat they must, in the first place, have
the luminiferous ether to carry the vibrations of light, and,
in the second place, an organ of exquisite sensitiveness, viz.,
the human eye, capable of 1eceiving and interpreting the
vibrations, That analysis of the process, to his mm_(f: im-
mensely dignified the great Artificer in the eyes of His pro-
geny.
FvoLuTioN THROUGH JTHERIC UNION,

With more immediate reference to psychic science he
might refer to an admirable recent book by Miss E. Katharine
Bates, which pushed the frontier of psychic science still
further into the unknown in a manner beyond all praise.
Miss Bates had started with the accepted scientific view that
some new road of human evolution must be opened up if
humanity was to advance much further. There was eminent
medieal testimony that ‘it is perfectly impossible for the
human race to bear its.present conditions of life at its pre-
sent rate of tension and over-stimulated vitality unless some
unforeseen change takes place in the present conditions of
life.” Miss Bates’s view was that this unforeseen change
would take place in the shape of a more direct and palpable
function of the etheric body. We all knew that each of us
had an ectheric body, or a spirit body, as a counterpart of
the physical frame. She thought that it would gradually
dawn upon the more advanced individuals that they were
capable of some advance upon the mere physical union re-
presented by human marriage, and that there must be a
union on the etheric plane as well, quite capable of genera-
ting offspring of a higher type than the physical. “I have
sometimes noticed,”’ said Miss Bates, ‘‘quite young children
in their cradles apparently smiling and often talking in their
baby language to some unseen little companions, and I have
wondered whether these may not have been some of the play.
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fellows of the ordinary earth children,” that is to say, the
etheric offspring of the same or some other couple. = They
would remember that Private Dowding remarked that
“physical birth and death are not for ever. Generation and
dissolution_as known to you will be transformed and trans-
figured. - Herein lieth a mystery that cannot yet he un-
velled.” Miss Bates said—and he entirely agreed with her
view—that probably in this direction there lay the real ex-
planation (if such a word was permissible) of the great epi-
sode of the Incarnation. That is to say, the birth in that
instance was actually generated from the highest etheric
source, so that, instead of being a legend or a baseless fabri-
cation, the story ropresented what they would find ulti-
mately to be a scientific fact. Did it not seem highly probable
that this great Psychic should Himself appear through a
more advanced stage in the evolution of the race—that is to
say, o stage which probably represented their own next step
when functioning from their own etheric spirit bodies as St.
Paul called them? The etheric body was not occult to the
Ereat Apostle. How he would have rejoiced, and probably
ow he did rejoice now in the idea that through a thoroughly
orderly and evolutionary process, the most recently devel-
oped higher attributes of man and woman should come to-
gether and produce a finer race from their highest point
of capacity, able one day to act directly from the other side.

Replying to questions at the close, Dr. Powell attributed
the lack of proper care for the well-being of our mediums
partly to the lack of appreciation of the need for such care,
and partly to the fact that the movement up to the last
three or four years had been a struggling one. Now, how-
ever, that a number of l{)eo le with more ample means were
being attracted to it, he hoped to see steps taken at no
distant date to set aside funds for the benefit of sensitives,
so that they should not be dependent on the exercise of their
gifts. He quite agl:'eed with Mr. De Brath’s scheme for a con-
ference on the subject.

4s to the intrusion of mischievous, or degraded, spirits
at séances, every sensitive was guarded by a band of pro-
tecting spirits, but these were not always able to prevent
the undesirable element from occasionally slipping t{u‘ough.
Why such things should be permitted was a mystery, but it
looked as if, in the Divine economy, the puTpose was to
g)l‘co the investigator to use his brains for }his own protec-

on.

The meeting closed with a cordial vote of thanks to Dr.
Powell for his deeply interesting address.

MISS SCATCHERD’S LECTURES ON SPIRIT
PHOTOGRAPHY.

Miss Felicia Scatcherd is surprisingly versatile. She has
long occupied a prominent position in the ficld of psychic
tesearch, and has spoken effectively from many platforms.
Hltherto,. however, she has not, to our knowledge, lectured
on Psychic Photography, accompanied by lantern views. But
apparently nothing ‘comes amiss to her. On Tuesday, April
13th, at 6, Queen Square, under the auspices of the Inter-
lational Home Circle Federation, she essayed this task, and

- succeeded brilliantly. Her high reputation as a speaker

and thinker stood her in good stead on this occasion, for in
spite of the cold and wet evening, there was a large and
enthusiastic audience. Those who came were amply re-
Xérge‘{l) The chair was taken by the Rev. A. R. Crewe

Miss Scatcherd has the emormous advantage of being
able to show spirit pictutes in which she herself was the
tentral figure round which the supernormal happenings were
tegistered They thus become endowed in a marked degree
With a personal interest and wraisemblance. With other
ﬁ?’t‘“?s’ such as those centreing round Archdeacon Colley,

iss Scatcherd was also closely connected, and could speak
of them at first hand. Her lecture was brimful of interest.
which will continue since it was hut the introductory one of
2 course of three to be delivered in the same hall.

The second lecture is on Tuesday, April 27th, when the
chair will be taken by the Rev. Walter Wynn. L. C.

WeETHER the tale so simply told by . Prior in ‘“The
Mystic Builders” (C. Maurice Dobson, 1/9 net) represents
an actual experience or is only a parable—probably the latter
1s the case—matters little; it carries an effective lesson.

story is put into the mouth of Ralph Easeway, part
manager of a flourishing industry, who is visited by a coun-
try cousin to whom he shows with pride the ““lions” of the
town. In their walk they meet, among others, a High Church
tlergyman, a lady of good social standing attired in Salva-
E“"l my uniform, a man held in some respect by his fellows
Ut reputed to be an atheist, and a couple who, though oc-
cupying lucrative positions, dress rather meanly. We listen
to Ralph’s shallow judgments as they pass. The cousins part
3 a crossing, and the next moment Ralph, the critic—the
"k‘;n who flatters himself that he understands men—is
.°$!£ed down by a motor-’bus. Awaking on the ‘‘other
f‘de he is given ghmﬁses of the lives of active beneficence
ed b}'.th.e people he has slighted, and of the homes they
?;e building for themselves in the beyond, and he learns
i at under all forms and creeds therc is only one real re-
iglon-—that of love. . Ralph returns to earth, but with a
thanged outlook on life. ‘“The Mystic Builders’ would make
8 good little gift book,

CLAUDE PENROSE: POET, ARTIST AND
SOLDIER,

Tue Recorp oF A Furn ILare.

. Beautiful iu its binding, illustrations, and geheral get-up,
is this hig volume sent us by Messrs. Harrison,* and the
contents are worthy of the casket. That there is con-
siderably more of the preface than there is of the poems is
no cause for complaint, for wonderfully clever as the latter
are (and some of the most original in conception and perfect
in expression were written when their author was a lad of
sixteen at school) the greater interest attaches to the human
document, the revelation of a character as strong as it was
pure and sweet and a mind in which the artistic temperament
was blended with the energetic and practical. These latter
features were strongly eviﬁenced in Claude Penrose’s army
carcer, for except a few personal friends, none of his soldier
mates seems to have had any suspicion that the young officer
with whom they were so eager to serve and who showed him-
self so capable and ready in all emergencies was an artist
and_ a poet. Of Claude’s artistic abilities we are given
good assurance by the reproduction of some of his work—book
plates, water-colour sketches and beautifully designed
Christmas cards.  His literary talent he doubtless inherited
from his mother, Mrs. H. H. Penrose, who is the author of
many novels and stories which have won high praise from
the critics and in which she introduces studies of her boy
at different ages. When war was declared Claude at once
offered his services. In his letters home and his diary we
get a vivid picture of the progress of the war on the
Western Front. He was made a Major in October, 1917,
was wounded while at his post of Battery Commander on
July 31st, 1918, and died on the following day. He was
to have left on a month’s leave on August 3rd, and on the
10th he would have attained hiy twenty-fifth birthday. So
ended an earthly career of the greatest promise. At thiy
point, the biographical sketch, after referring to_some of
Claude’s psychic experiences, especially an extraordinary ad-
venture at Woolwich (of which we are told that a detailed
account “would be out of place anywhere-—except perhaps
in the pages of lacHT'') relates an incident which will be of
the greatest interest to our readers and with which we may
well conclude this brief notice of a fascinating book : —

Tae SiegN TEHAT wWas NoT WITHHELD.

On June 18th, 1918, a very dear friend, L. P., went from
London to spend a day in the country with Mrs. Penrose,
and during Eer visit mentioned the fact that she had met
an exceptionally gifted psychic, who earncd her living by
her needle. Mrs. Penrose entrusted L. P. with some verses
of Clough’s which had been copied out by Claude. These
wero sent to the psychic, who, however, was too busy at the
time to attend to the matter. Some weeks intervened.
'I:hen o(i}’J uly 15th, the psychic wrote to L. P. what she had
‘“‘sensed’’ : —

The letter was not posted at once; then it was sent to
L. P.’s London address, from which it was forwarded to
Yorkshire, thence to Westmoreland, and did not finally
reach .. P. until the morning of July 31st. It was, how-
ever, actually in her hands several hours before Claude was
wounded, and had, as already said, heen written a fort-
night carlier.” The psychic wrote:-—

“The piece of poetry, I sense, was copied by a young
man, an only son, age about 25, but his intellect is far
advanced for his years, and he is on a very high plane of
humanity. He has a very strong character and his pro-
fession is military, by which I mean he is a regular officer
and has mainly to do with guns. If he had been slpare”
he would have had a very brilliant military career; but if
he has not passed over already, he is just about to do so,
for there is nothing more for him to do on this plane. He
will be badly weunded first, and will go over shortly after-
wards.  Tell his mother, though, he passed away without
any suffering. I feel so strongly from the writing that he
is safely anchored at rest.”

Bverything was exactly as she said. The afternoon of
the day on which the letter came, he was badly wounded.
The next day he passed over—‘‘and all the trumpets
sounded for him on the other side.”” . . There is
nothing vague here. This is the sort of proof that holds
good in a court of law. It came at a moment when one
in despair cried aloud for a sign that spirit had not died
with flésh; and it satisfied. If there were nothing outside
the visible, these things could not have been foreknown.

Then he came—no tangible presence in the home which
he was to have reached on the very day when the news of
his death was sent to it, but a felt influence so strong that,
while its visits lasted, it could put grief to sleep.

Husk Funp.—Mrs. Ltta Duffus, of Penniwells, Elstree,
Herts, acknowledges, with thanks, the following donation :—
Mrs. Green, £1.

* «Poems by Claude I.. Penvose, with a Biographical
Preface” (Harrison and Sons, £€1 1s. net).
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OPPOSITION: ITS USES AND ABUSES.
A Worp

IN SEASON.

In politics the quality of a Government is gauged, to
some extent at least, by the character of its Opposition,
even by those who have not acquired the degree of
philosophical detachment that sees ‘‘an equal good in
opposites.’’

We have, in the past, dealt with this question, ex.
pressing the view that our opposition has a great and
valuable purpose to serve. ~We have never had any
complaint to make about it on the score of its numbers
and strength, but we have often regretfully lamented
its quality.  Moreover, we deplored the fact that so
much of it was the opposition of inertia and indifference.
And yet, somehow, it seemed to us that in the world-
order there might be something to be said even for the
aloofness of the general body of Scientists.

In his address to the Society for Psychical Research
in the year 1894, the Rt. Hon. A. J. Balfour dealt with
one aspect of the matter, when, referring to the subject
of psychical inquiry, he said : —

If we took it by itself we should say that scientific men
hayve shown in connection with it a bigoted intolerance, an
indifference to strictly scientific evidence which is, on the face
of it, discreditable. I believe that although the course they
pursued was not one which it is easy rationally to justify,
nevertheless there was a great deal more of practical wisdom
in it than might appear at first sight.

That is to say, as Mr. Balfour explained, no nation
or age can reasonably be expected to do more than the
particular werk which lies before it at the time. Natural
science, he contended, had, during its comparatively
short life, quite sufficient to do in building up the whole
body of the natural and experimental sciences. “‘If
Science had at first attempted to include in its survey not
only physical but psychical phenomena, it might for a
century have lost itself in dark and difficult regions, and
the work of science to-day would have been less, not
more complete.’’

The argument strikes us as a valid one. Things
must proceed in their natural order, and a Power Leyond
human direction and capacity governs the process. The
hour which brings the Man brings also the Event, and
neither, in the larger sense, can come before its time

Just now, however, we are thinking more of the
opposition of activity than that of indifference. Strange
as it may sound to some among our friends and foes
alike, we really want to see a strong and intelligent
opposition—we desire instructed criticism. For just now
our subject is going through its greatest period of transi-
tion. It is falling into the hands and minds of the
people at large, and its course must not be too rapid.
It requires steadying influences of all kinds.

It is part of our daily task to look over a mass of
newspaper and megazine comments, displaying in some
cases not merely a bitter hostility, but such a general
ignorance of the whole subject, that to the educated
Spiritualist it becomes simply farcical. Yet, doubtless,
even opposition of this sort has its uses. It holds back
from any contact with Spiritualism those who, by very
reason of the fact that they can be thus influenced, can
be clearly shown to be neither ready nor uble to deal fairly
with the matter.

We have sometimes wondered what would be the
character of our opposition, if all our opponents under-
stood precisely what we stand for. For it is a fact (from
which one may draw comfort or its reverse, according to
one’s temperament), that we have not yet met any critic
of the movement who displayed a real knowledge of its
character and purposes. We should have liked to meet
ane who, revealing such knowledge, yet opposed its
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course, giving his reasons. 'We heard much wild non-
sense about devils, lunacy, mental degeneration, beresy,
vulgarity and the like. =~ We heard no reasoned state-
ment indicating the view that, with a full appreciation
of what Spiribualism meant, and what Spiritualists
desired to achieve, the critic yet conceived that it and
they were in the wrong. .

Now to us spirit existence and spirit intercourse are
facts in Nature, and so far as we are correct in that view
we need have no qualms. It is quite useless to quarrel
with the order of the Universe. ““You cannot argue
against the law of gravitation,’”’ someone has said.
Strictly, of course, you can. We see many of our
opponents doing what amounts to the same thing—
arguing against facts. We are contented that they
shall be set right, but we see no reason for anger or im-
patience in the matter. Doubtless it is equally part
of natural law that every new revelation shall be resisted
to the utmost, so that when it is finally accepted, its
hold on human minds shall be secure and its validity
tested to the uttermost. .

There are those to-day who are not only prepared buy
even likely to suffer in mind, body and estate for the
truth they have reached in this matter of Spiritualism.
We desire to see them protected and their persecutors
restrained and punished. We are more concerned on
this point than with the refutation of objections and
arguments, many of which are too silly and trivial for
serious attention. This opposition by way of personal
attack and injury is the one we find it impossible tc
explain or excuse. It may have its uses, but we are
little concerned with them. This is the twentieth
century, and the arguments of the intellectually
deficient are out of date. =~ We have now a sufficient
body of enlightened opinion, social influence, and the
power of the Press behind us to give pause to those who,
unable to resist the progress of the new idea in any
legitimate fashion, would seek to revive the methods of
the fourteenth century.  There are those who will
understand precisely what we mean by that statement.
And we would have them take note of it.

ER]

DOES SPIRITUALISM CAUSE LUNACY?

An einphatic negative was Mr. H. J. Osborn’s answer to
this question, comprised in his illustrated decture on Tuesday,
April 13th, in Mortimer Hall, Mortimer Street, W.

Starting from the “‘born fools’’ laws of the Saxon kings,
lunacy was rapidly traced, through varied stages, to present-
day law and treatment. Dr. Forbes Winslow’s charge,
subsequent recantation, and some of the latest ‘‘parrotings’’
of the falsity having been noticed, the lecturer proceeded
to give the results of personal enquiry in official quarters,
and by correspondence with asylum medical superintendents.
The replies of these latter showed clearly that no data exist
showing Spiritualism as a cause of lunacy, while two typical
replies were: ‘I have one patient attributed to Spiritualism

but as insanity occurred in an aunt and her daughter, I
think there is hereditary tendency’’; and ‘“No patient fm_s
been admitted to this asylum whose insanity has been certi-

fied as caused by Spiritualism’; this last from a large
asylum, in a densely populated county, where Spiritualism
is speclally active. The numerical tables showed the real
main causes of insanity to be alcohol, prolonged mental
stress (interpreted by the authorities as due to “]ill;ivation,
bad environment, and neglect’’), and syphilis, while only
in ‘“sudden mental stress’” could Spiritualism as a cause be
reasonably looked for. The figures showed that this cause, all
contributing factors combined, contributed little over one
per cent. On the other hand, the Government tables, show-
ing insanity in many varied occupations, gave the averaﬁe

er cent. per ten thousand of population, as 4.94, but the

hurch of lingland clergy as 10.3, and the doctors 14.3. Of
clerics, every week one was certified insane, and of doctors
three every five weeks; while. taking twenty years as the
period of currency of the Winslow heresy, the lecturer some-
what ingeniously showed that deducting from admissions
the average of recoveries and deaths, the balance of twenty
years admissions certified and detained gave Church of Eng-
land Clergy 309, and of doctors 357—total 666; but he dis-
claimed an{ responsibility for the coincidence that the latter
figure is held to be the ‘“Mark of the Beast.”

The Rev. George Ward presided.

T ENJOIN you to the service of the nations and the pacifi-
cation of the world. The pavilion of unity is raised ; do not
gaze upon each other with the eyes of foreigners; ye are the
fruits of one tree, and the leaves of one branch. . . Let
him glory who loves the whole world.—Bama’ ULLamg.
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FROM THE LIGHTHOUSE WINDOW.

As will be seen in our advertising columns, Mr. A.
Punter will replace Mr. A. Wilkinson on Tuesday next, in
ii\éuzg clairvoyant descriptions before the members of the

* » » *

Southern California is just now graced with the presence
of a number of very interesting and distinguished people.
From recent American newspapers we see among the names

of th visitors to this land of flowers and sun-
shine ady Glenconner and their sons David and
Stew: i;  Francis Grierson, the well-knowpn
essay. ¢, to whom on several occasions we have
allud: :oiumns; Cosmo Hamilton, the novelist;
Bliss . poet; and Will Levington Comfort, the
novelist. -

* * * *

Mr. G. H. Lethem, J.P., formerly editor of the ‘‘Daily
Record’’ (Glasgow) has an article on Psychic Photography
in the current issue of the ‘‘London Magazine,’”’ with illus-
trations (see advt.).

* * * *

Mr. Lethem concludes his article by saying, ‘“For Mr.
Hope to produce by trickery the results I have described, and
under the test conditions on which he invariably insists, he
would require to be a magician before whom all the con-
jurers in London would be compelled to bow as to a master.”’

* * * *

He further adds, ‘“All those who know Mr. Hope know
that he is no magician, but just a simple, earnest, God-fear-
ing man who, possessing a very unusual tpsychlc gift, uses it
without fee or reward for the purpose of demonstrating the
reality of human survival, and the possibility of spirit com-
munion.”’

. * * *

It mayAbe mentioned that Mr. Hope will shortly be in
London, and will hold some sittings at the British College of
Psychic Science, Holland Park.

* * - *

A sequel to that remarkable book, ‘‘The Silent Voice,”
has been issued under the title, ‘“The Light of the World,”’
in which the teachings of the first book are continued in a
deeper vein. There is an impersonal note about the inspirer
of the message which, as_we said before, recalls the ‘‘say-
il%p” of Jesus recorded on the Ox%/rhynchus papyri:
“Lift the stone and thou shalt-find Me, cleave the wood, and
ilz%re ar/ns)l.” The book is published by G. Bell and Sons,

* * * *

Miss Katharine Bates writes of Mrs. Fred Maturin’s
book, ‘‘Rachel Comforted,”” which has just appeared,
“Sunny’s bright and beautiful nature, his tenderness, and
his sensitive and loving heart, speak through every page of
the book. I always feel that I know Sunny more intimately
than any other boy of his age, yet we never met in the
flesh.’’ '

- » - L4

The ‘“‘Hibbert Journal’”’ for April is full of interestin
reading. Mr. C. D. Broad writes informingly on “Euclid,
Newton, and Einstein.”” Ho says, ‘‘Einstein’s discovery
synthesises Newton’s two great principles—the laws of mo-
tion and the law of gravituation.” ishop Mercer has an
article on ‘‘Survival and Monadology,”” and the Rev. H.
Preserved Smith, D.D., writes on “Religion and the
Churches.”’

» * » »

1% "™ vard Carrington, in an article in “Leslic’s
Weel York), speaks of the enormous wave of in-
teres 8 é)sychic and spiritualistic which has swept
over d States. He sees a beneficial side in this in
that ken people out of their old materialism. At
the s he says, it has loosed a flood of credulity and
charlatanism.

* * - *

Prefacing his remarks with the statement of his complete
conviction of the reality of automatic writing and its occa-
siona nal character, Mr. Carrington comments on
the ¢ ; exists in this direction from self-deception
and Te says, ‘““There are hundreds of persons all
over y who are obtaining ‘messages’ by means of
the « lanchette board, or by means of automatic
writing, who are perfectly honest and weil-intentioned, who
believe 'that the ‘messages’ which they receive are from
sgu:lts, whereas, as a matter of fact, they originate within
their own minds.”’

- - » -
Hypnotism may be considered to hold a new statns as the

result of a decision in the High Court last weck. Mr. Jus-
tico A. T. Lawrence repelle(f the defence that a doctor’s
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fees for h’ﬂlmotic treatment could not be sued for in a court
of law. is branch of medicine has now the countenance,

therefore, of both faculties.
» » * -

‘““The Lancet’”’ subjects Dr. A. T. Schofield’s book,
“Modern Spiritism,” to some severe criticisms. It ex- -
})resses the opinion that he has ‘“failed conspicuously’’ in
his examination of the claims of modern Spiritism in order
to show its incompatibility with Christianity, and after
further allusions to signs of ‘‘imperfect knowledge,’’ re-
marks, “It is surely high time that the medical student re-
ceived adequate training in the principles of psychology and
physics.”’ . . . .

The ‘‘Dundee Advertiser’’ publishes an account of spirit
drawings occurring at Perth, where a Mrs. Wood is reported
to have sketched innumerable designs under the influence of
a deceased son. Specimens of ‘Mrs. Wood’s drawings were
submitted to the newspaper in question, which says, ‘“They
are as puzzling to the ordinary mortal as specimens of post-
impressionist or futurist art.””

Speaking of ghosts at Windsor Castle, the ‘‘Evening
News”’ recalls that the late King Edward used to tell a story
of how he and the late Duke of Edinburgh once encountered
the vague outline of what they regarded as some ghostly
visitor. King Edward was carrying a heavy book at the
time and promptly let drive with it, with the result that a
bust of Sir Robert Peel was knocked off its pedestal and
almost completely ruined. The late King u to add that
he reccived a severe verbal castigation from Queen Victoria
as a consequence.

The New York correspondent of the ‘““Daily Mirror” gives
an account of a girl at Long Island, Miss Belle Philrose, who
without previous knowledge of music reads, plays and sinEs
any piece of music put before her. She declares that all the
credit belongs to Mme. Adelina Patti, who has appeared to
her and has coached her.

* » » *

“One day,” said Miss Philrose, ‘““about three months ago,
when I had completed a hard day’s work and was sitting in
the parlour, a form of a woman, with a wonderfully kind face,
was before me. I was not afraid and seemed to know from
the first that she was a friend. ‘I am Adelina Patti,’ said
the vision, ‘and I am going to teach you how to sing and
how to play.” Then the figure of the woman, Adelina Patti,
scemed to fade away, but her face remained ever before me
and I went to the piano and played the piece that happene
to be there. I seemed to be doing something over which I
had no control. The selection was Tosti’s ‘Good-bye.’
From that time on the easiest thing or the most difficult
selection were alike to me. One day I heard that the
soldiers wanted people to sing for them. I applied to the
War Camp Conimunity Service and was assigned to sing at
their headquarters at Manhattan. That was the first time
I ever sang in public.”

* ) » * *

A phrase in Mr. Chamberlain’s Budget speech evoked
laughter : —*“I will now address myself to spirits.” It was
so appropriate to one of the topics of the hour.

» »* * -

Mrs. Susanna Harris has returned to London, and is

at her usual address, 18, Endsleigh Gardens, N. W,
* * * *

The “Evening News’ (1};. 19th) publishes particulars
from its correspondent at Henley-on-Thames regarding a
thousand-years-old tragedy which is said to have been pieced
together by a clairvoyant after the discovery of human re-
mains at Remenham. )

» » - -
Mectings next week : —
Sunday : —
Rev. Tyssul Davis, Alolian Hall, 11 a.m.
Mrs. Fairclough Smith, 22, Princes Street, 3.15 p.m.
Tuesday : —

T.8.A., Mr. A. Punter, 3 p.m.

Stead Bureau, Miss McCreadie, 7.30 p.m.

Miss Scatcherd, 6, Queen Square, 7.30 p.m.
Wednesday : —

Delphic Club, Rev. A. H. Lee, 5 p.m.
Thursday : -—

1.S.A., Mr. S. De Brath, 7.30 ‘s).m.

Stead hnreau, Mrs. Mary Gordon, 3.30 p.m.
Triday : —

1.S.A., Mrs. Wallis, 4 p.n.

Delphic Club, My. S. Bulford, 5 p.m.
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SPIRITUALISM AND RELIGION.
11—Tue

Roors or Pain.

By StanpLey DE Brarm.

In one of the communications from the Unseen which we
are repeatedly told are only valueless trivialities, it was said
that the reason for the prevalence of pain in the world is
that ‘““Your memory for purely psychic impressions’’ (such
as reading or hearing words, however true) ‘‘is very short;
unless associated with a physical experience, the idea con-
veyed is not applied in practice and is soon forgotten.”’

In other words, the mass of men shut their eyes to un-
welcome truths and elect to learn by consequence alone instead
of by reason and good will. This is really a complete ex-
planation of the Problem of Evil as it affects us practically.
"To reduce the pain of the world we need a larger consciousness
and a greater perception of Reality.

You tell a child many times not to play with fire: he takes
no heed, and in the end hurns his fingers: then he learns
the lesson. = We read a book on Hygiene which explains the
laws of health, and forthwith transgress any one of these
laws which interferes with our pleasure or our profit: not
till our fingers are burned do we believe in any practical
sense; and often not then. =~ History shows in the most
graphic manner the ruin which has always followed on class-
war: the example of Russia has repeated the object-lesson.
Yet a deliberate and organised attempt, supported by large
funds, is being made to persuade the mass of workers, who
are not 1evolutionary, to take revolutionary action and to
sweep away the whole political and economic system and
replace it by a programme which differs in no essential
particular from that which ruined France in 1793 and has
ruined Russia to-day. That the present system is not per-
fect we are all well aware, but at all events men and women
can and do live by it: under the Soviets they die of starva-
tion. And if that is the case in self-sufficing and agricultural
Russia, what would it be in Britain, dependent on overseas
trade? Representative government enables the electorate to
carry out 1n a systematic and orderly manner any reforms
they have willed.

But instead of producing arguments which will convert
the electorate, constant appeals are heing made to sectional
passions of envy and greed; and the palpably false economics
of Karl Marx and other internationalist Jews are given as
absolute and undeniable truths.  Authoritative leaders of
Labour say: “I advocate revolution openly, I am confident
revolution is coming. We hold Parliament and Government
in contempt.”  ‘““We are revolutionary, and our analysis
of society leads us to believe that in the class-war all weapons
are justifiable.’” ‘“The workers should form a responsihle
and authoritative body which could occupy a position in this
country comparable to the All-Russia Soviet.””  “Let
‘ca’ canny’ and the six-hour day be items in our immediate
programme. . On with the Great Class-war.”
“Proletarian schools’’ to the numbler of about thirty have
been opened in industrial centres ‘“to teach children of the
working class the absolute necessity for the abolition of the
present political State and the inauguration of an Industrial
Republic.”’

The whole of this article could easily be filled with quota-
tions of the direct incitements to class-war which are being
broadcasted among workers, precisely as was done in fhe
France of 1790 and the Russia of 1917. And it is a matter
of history that the moving powers in hoth these revolutions
were but some six per cent. of the total population, and
that those who set that six per cent. in motion were a very
small clique of utterly unscrupulous men, many, if not most,
internationalist Jews. To think that impetuous minorities
are negligible is to misread history. Ou}y the wire-pullers
like Robespierre and lenin know the ultimate purposes:
they delude their followers with fine speeches on “the
sovereign people’” : then every act of resistance to spoliation
and violence 1s set down as wicked opposition to the will of
the sovereign people and all restraint is at an end.

These are the signs of the times: this is the version of
co-operation and brotherhood with which we are confronted,
and over which religion has no power whatsoever, mainly
because the Church has taught, and still teaches in schools
all over the country, the literal truth of the Old Testament
as the foundation of belief ; a foundation which every thought-
ful pupil soon finds to he entirely false, and all Teel to be
artificial.

What has all this to do with Spivitualism? Much; for
these are the spiritual facts of to-day, and every one of us
has to_take some attitude townrds them. A very common
attitude 1is to pretend that thev do wot exist--that the
German and Bolshevixi mentality have changed- that by per-
sistently ignoring evil we can abolish it, ax certain “Christian

Scientists” pretend that by denying disease they make it
non-existent.  Another group trusts in ‘“‘the British charac-

ter,” but makes no attempt to teach or to guide, and ignores
real grievances honestly put forward. For instance, the
Metropolitan Police represented their case temperately for
nine months without result: a strike got redress in a week.
This apathy is as sure an incitement to violence as wilful
oppression,  Yet another group play with revolutionary
catchwords with no intention of translating them into reali-
ties, and thinks it can sow disunion without reaping revolt.
Let us clear our ideas. Once it was customary to charge
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the evil in the world on the Devil. Now we charge it upon
God. Guyau writes:—

““A Creator is a being in whom all things have their reason
and their cause and consequently the supreme and final
responsibility vests in Him. _ He thus bears the weight of
all the evil in the universe. In the degree that the ideas of
infinite power and supreme liberty are inmseparable from
our ideas of God, He loses all excuse, for the Absolute
depends on nothing, and has no joint liability with anything;
on the contrary, everything depends on Him and has its
reason in Him. To affirm a Creator is, in fact, to
transfer evil from the world to God as its primary source;
it is to absolve Man and the universe, and to lay the onus
omits author who in freedom of action created it.’’

Now, to return to the conditions under which these
articles were started—that we should not attempt the solu-
tion of problems which go beyond our present data and
faculties—instead of referring the evil in the world to a
hypothetical Devil or to a God made in our own image, let
us follow the very simple facts and charge it upon ourselves.

In the pessimistic arguments often advanced a,;iai.nst any
Divine government of the world, great stress is always laid
on earthquake, famine, disease, and cataclysms of Nature.
Such _do occur of course, but what is the percentage as com-
pared with the destruction and misery caused by war? What
is the proportion between preventible and non-preventible

disease? ~After many years of false modesty it is mow per-
missible to speak of the race-poison which works out in
sterility, abortion, premature senility, locomotor ataxy,

paralysis, and a host of minor diseases., How much
suffering is traceable to this cause? ~How much dementia
1s due to alcoholism, gambling, and ill-living of one kind or
another? How many of the C3 constituencies of which we
have heard so much are due to slum conditions? And if
Jiurope had spent on education and social betterment one
per cent. of the money, the energy, the thought, and the
inventiveness that have been lavished on war and prepara-
tion for war, how much might have been done to realise
conditions which are often spoken of as Utopian, though they
have been realised over and over again on the small scale
wherever will and energy have been put to realise them ?

Why was it not done? = Simply for want of the real re-
ligion which recognises Mind as the chief reality and the
sﬁidurity of all souls as a real fact ruling our destinies in
this present world,

Are not the appalling sufferings of the war due to the
frame of mind which devised the German schemes of world-
dominion, and the greed of the nation which supported
those schemes? 'Why have the European nations spent two
hundred millions annually to buy fear one of another ? States
of mind once more. 'Why is revolutionary action preached
among us again instead of the co-operation in good will that
can alone supply the material basis of production which is
essential to prosperity of all? Because our schools ignore
all real history and all real religion, and teach a witless know-
ledge, instead of how to live. The Jacohin programme enforced
by Terror in 1793 was the partition of capital, the cancel-
lation of all public and private debts, the murder of all who
stood in their way, and the deliberate plan to reduce popula-
tion by starvation. Out of the million who perished in
France, nearly three-fourths were ‘‘people of no account’’ as
the butcher of Nantes called them, peasants and shopkeepers.
The self-same policy, carried out by the self-same methods,
has reduced Russia to ruin and misery in the name of
Socialism and Fraternity! And there are those who wish to
apply the samc system to Britain, because they have never
been taught how these have worked out in the past.
The very rats will not emter a trap in which one
of them has been caught, while reasoning Man walks
into the same trap 'again and again. An old theo-
logy tells us that Man is fallen and the rats are not. Really,
there would seem to be something in it! Is it not because the
rats, obeying the subconscious mind, have an almost uncanny
power of self-preservation, while’ Man ignores his .own
iigher subconsciousness, which, in contact with the Divine
Idea, would, by inspiring good-will, lead him out of tempta-
tion, and, in due time, deliver him from evil ?

This is the primary connection of Spiritualism with
Religion. Previous articles have endeavoured to show
Spirttualism as a body of supernormal facts, scientifically
proven, connected with one another, arising in and throu
the subconscious mind; that this subconscious mind is indis-
solubly linked to the Divine Archetype: that in Man this sub-
conscious Self is much larger than the personality : and that
its chief distinguishing quality is the power of perception of
abstract Right and Wrong. The evidence which is before
all SpirituaTists (which it is needless to attempt to condense)
supports the universal intuition of mankind that this Self
survives the death of the body This being admitted, the
next question is, What is the hearing of all this on Jife and
conduct ?

It is often said that Religion and husiness, or Religion
and politics, will not mix. ~ While Religion is held to be
synonymous with creed, that is indubita%ly true. But if
Religion is the perception of actual and present realities,
and if human evolution is the growth of soul-faculty and
tho extension of consciousness, then not only must religion
mix_ with business and politics, but it must supply their
guiding principles. It cannot, indeed, give ready-made
solutions to industrial or political problems, but it®an give
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the temper of justice. forbearance, and wisdom which finds
the solutions to difficulties as they arise, And if Spirit-
ualism has a mission in ithe world during these troublous
days, that is its mission—a mission harmonising the methods
of the Intuition with the mechanism of physical science.
For the ends to which physical science is directed depend on
the Will. In the social unrest and the impoverishment ot
Europe we are experiencing the results of the Will to
Wealth and the Will to Power as the outcome of materialist
science. It is for us now to try the Will to Good which
‘Spiritualist science puts before us, not as the arbitrary com-
mands nor as “other-worldliness,”” but as the law of peace
and prosperity here and now.

SIR OLIVER LODGE: THE AMERICAN VIEW,

When one of the world’s foremost experts on physical
science visits America and prefers to expound his ideas
on Spiritnalism one can hardly blame some critical souls
for fee le as they might if Charles Darwin had in-
sisted us talks on the care of the teeth and nalils,

or if ] d occupied his American visit by lecturin
on cor This criticism is all wrong, we are tol
by ar writer in ‘‘Chemical and Metallurgical
Engin ‘ew York, February 18th). Sir Oliver, as
a mar al intelligence and ability, is entitled, we

are reminded, to his own conclusions on any subject on which
he cares to have any. If he wishes to tell us about one set
rather than another, whose affair is it? The public is
surely satisfied, since it throngs his lecture-halls, and if his
fellow scientific workers are disappointed at not hearing about
some of the things in which they are interested, they should
try to bear up, as blame is not rightly assignable to Sir
Oliver. Says the editor:--

“Sir Oliver Lodge is lecturing to capacity audiences with
standing room only and applicants turned away. He has
been made the subject of no little criticism from sources
distinguished for scientific learning and research on the

oug% that he reveals nothing in physics or chemistry,
itherto unknown. Why, it is asked, does a man of his
standing and achievement address himself to the elements
of physics and then meander off into the imaginary field of
ghosts and spooks? As a man of science, why does he not
appeal to scientific men and either prove his case or quit?

*“We are not in sympathy with these strictures, although
a diligent reading of his books and earnest aitention at a
number of his lectures have failed to persuade us of his con-
cusions. But as men of science it behoves us above all
things to maintain catholic minds. We may have some
curious ideas of our own, perchance, that would not find
general acclaim if they were told to the world. Sir Oliver
1s one who in the ripeness of his years has suffered a great
sorrow, His investigations into psychical research had
already persuaded him that communication may be held with
the spirits of the dead. It seems to us a strange and un-
profitable notion, but it does not seem so to him, and he is
a man of great intelligence as well as a keen obhserver. He
is entitled to his own conclusions.

“Science is mot a close corporation and its literature is
not included in an Index Eurpurgatorius. Men of science
are individuals, and they are entitled to any opinions they
Flease to hold. = Life would be dull indeed had they to march
ike a company of Prussian infantrymen. We have our
friend Dr. Jacques Loeb, of the Rockefeller Institute, who
is the protagonist of the mechanistic theory of life, and now
along comes Sir Oliver with a theory of vitalism that beats
the biologists in opposition. That 1s as it should he. Tet
us keep our minds open, avoid censure, and hold our hearts
ever young in the hope for more light.”

—“The Literary Digest.”’

A HANDY MANUAL OF SPIRITUALISM.

The new edition of Mr. Horace Leaf’s well-known hook*
which has just been issued, comes at an opportune time.
There are fresh inquirers coming to our movement every day,
who will welcome a short, compact statement on the subject
of 8piritualism. The book, too, has the advantage of heing
available at a very reasonable price, a consideration not to
be despised at the present day. In addition to giving par-
ticulars of notable occurrences of psychic phenomena, Mr.
Leaf relates many of his own experiences. Amongst these
are sittings with Dr. W. J. Crawford, of Belfast. Scattered

throug k are many evidential slories.
On sophy of the movement, Mr. Teaf writes:——
¢ : clearly understood that the Spiritualist
mak m to infallibility on matters spiritual. He
mer: of things as he has found them. It may bhe
that -ations to come patient offort will be re-
quir avel fully the often confused phenomena
whic trace of the spiritual world; but the in-
quir promise. Alrcady it convinces us that with
the of consciousness there is the persistence
also ustice, a strengthening of all that in the
best nd has agreed to call good.”
Mr af has produced in handy form a hook
which a wide appeal to readers.

—_—
* G

Spiritnalism ?”” by Horace Leaf. (Cecil

Palmer and Hayward, 3/6).
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“PIGS IN CLOVER”: SOME HINTS ON
STRATEGY.

By 1HE Rev. Enuis G. Roperrs, M.A. (Ozon.).
Part 1IV.

(Continued from page 123.)

““The Duke of Wellington has won a great victory,” said
the aide-de-camp, in a solemn voice . . *if the .o
llfgol lwx)ll only push on.”  (““The Great Shadow,’’ by A, Conan

oyle.

I must commence the last of this series of letters, the
greater part of which was written some months ago, with
an apology not only for any inaccuracies it may contain,
but also for the fact that I have been compelled to modify
my original intention. I had hoped to present a ‘‘Study in
Strategy’’ which might be of practical value—for my ex-
perience in certain directions is both extensive and peculiar
—but the breakdown of my sight has rendered impossible
that verification of detail which was essential to my plan.
There are, however, certain general considerations which I
feel justified in laying before those whomn they may concern.

I most heartily endorse the suggestion made by more than
one of the contributors to Li¢aT that a conference of leading
Spiritualists shonld be convoked, and add that this should
be done before the meeting of the Lambeth Conference in
July. It is absolutely necessary that Spiritualists should
organise their forces for the general advance which is bound
to come after a great victory. For a great victory, or rather
a series of victories, has been gained.  Consider the develop-
ments which have taken place during the present year. In
three months we have seen the appearance of the Geley
synthetic philosophy, the publication of the Vale Owen revela-
tions by the armsworth Press, the letters of Bishop
Welldon, and the record of the Drayton Thomas experiments.
These events mark an epoch, and every one of them is a
victory for Spiritualism. Then look at the other side,
Rationalism, as represented by its champion, has been penned
up in a perfectly hopeless position. l?l‘o explain Modern
Spiritualism as the product of Fraud is indeed the tactics
of despair. Never was unhappy porker more at the mercy
of the butcher than is Mr. McCahe at the mercy of the first
assailant who shall combine the fichting spirit with a certain
amount of logical skill. By this I do not mean proficiency
is the miserable art of debate, the ‘‘snip-snap sharp and con-
tradiction quick’” of which Mr. McCabe and his worthy
brother-in-arms, Mr. Magee, are past-masters. I mean some-
thing totally different. 1 mean the spirit that will have the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, that will
fight to the death against a lie, however pleasant or profit-
able, simply because it is a lie. To quote a pregnant sen-
tence from “V. C. D.””: “This is not a game.”” A simple
truth has been entrusted to us, and for this we must fight
as did the guards at Hougomont. ‘They’ll hold that
blace as long as one of them can wag a finger.”  (“The

ireat Shadow.”’)

It there i3 one fact that impresses itself upon thinkers as
distinct from the hirelings of the Press it is the tremendoua
power of an intelligent, dJdetermined, and well-organised
minority. The history of the Church affords an illustration
ready to hand. The predominance of the High Church
Party is a fact not to be questioned. This is due not simply
to the merits of its cause, but to the energy and devotion of
its members directed by the consummate strategy of the
15.C.U. under its great chief, Lord Halifax. ILord Halifax
is an enemy of Spiritualism, but he is an enemy from whom
Spiritualism has many lessons to learn.

No cause can command more brilliant intellects than
Modern Spiritualism—contrast the columns of Licmt with
those of any fashionable review. No cause can show more
dogged devotion as distinguished from shallow, self-advertis-
ing ‘‘zeal.” It is impossible to bestow too much praise
on the veterans, many of whom are still at work in our
midst, who have hurled the hostile battalions down the slope
where the fight has raged so long. But other fighters must
be brought in to share in the work that is yet to be done.
Victories in battle must lead up to triumphal campaign.
Stubborn fighting has won the battle; skilful strategy must
ensure the complete success of the campaign.

True that Spiritualism does not lend itself to over-rigid
organisation, nor would its warriors accept the dictatorship
of any leader however competent. The points on which
Spiritualists are united are few in number. But they ara
matters of vital import, and on them all should concentrate
until the success of the campaign is assured. To bring
about unity in these matters should he the first object of
the Conference. The second must be the organisation of an
attack upon the evils which now make the world a hell,
There can he ‘“no discharge in this warfare,” no slackness
in this campaign

What is the object of this strategy? Surely not simply
to hold out the assurance of a Summerland to the individual
who has successfully traversed the waves of this troublesomeo
world. A noble task, I grant you: but this is not all, The
task of Spiritualism, as I have often pointed out, is nothing
less than the Salvation of Mankind here and now. And this
can only be achieved by the ennobling of Human Charac:er
debased by a selfish Materialism.
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‘What is Man at the present day? Turn from Mr. Vale
Owen’s letters and read the remainder of the ‘“Weekly Dis-
patch,’”’ not: forgetting that this is one of the best of the
papers of its kind. What does it offer to the human in-
tellect, the greatest gift of God to man? Records of
murders Egst and present, disclosures of miserable folly and
vice, rubbishy fiction, despicable party squabble, wrangling
and intrigue. This is the food offered to the mind to he
consumed on the great God-given Day of Rest. _Nothing
to exercise the intellect, nothing to clevate the spirit. _Art,
Music, Science—what mention is there of these? What
wonder if H. G. Wells has prophesied of the time when all
the diverse races of the world shall have been resolved into
“‘a generation of little cads.”

Jt is the task of the Spiritualist to regenerate Mankind.
Only he whose ‘“‘hope is full of Immortality’’ can face such
a labour undismayed. The Christian who turns his back
on the Rising Dawn can do nothing but despair of the world,
Like the Dean of St. Paul’s, he must lament that ‘‘belief in
God and a future life is dying out of the hearts of men”’;
also, like the Dean, he can do nothing to prevent the con-
summation which he fears. Tho Spiritualist is in a very
different position. Tike a great Seer of the Apostolic
age he can stand before the mighty of this world, before
selfish capital and truculent labour, and reason of ‘“‘righteous.
ness, temperance, and judgment to come’’ until the tyrant
trembles on his throne. 'What has he to fear, for he endures
as “‘seeing Him Who is invisible’’?  Such a one, firm in his
belief in the Everlasting justice

Non civium ardor prava jubentium,
Non voltus instantis tyranni
Mente quatit solida.
The salvation of the world can come about only by the
ennobling of character. This is the message for ‘‘a stubborn
and stiff-necked generation whether they will hear or
whether they will forbear.”

BRITISH COLLEGE OF PSYCHIC SCIENCE.

Throughout lsst week interested visitors thronged the
new British College of Psychic Science, Holland Park, of
which Mr. J. Hewat McKenzie is the Hon. Resident Prin-
cipal, and Mrs. Barbara McKenzie, the Hon. Secretary. It
had been announced that the College would be thrown open
for a weck for imspection, and the invitation met with an
enthusiastic response.

This new home of psychic research is a large fine buildin
in a fairly central position in the West End of London, an
it is well fitted for the purpose in view. ‘‘A building worthy
of the great work of psychic investigation,’”” was how one
prominent psychic researcher expressed himself, after in-
specting the many fine rooms, which are to be devoted to
various phases of study.

Mrs. McKenzie, in a talk with a representative of Tiear,
said, ‘“We regard this as the outer frame-work to hold the
work we expect to perform in the various departments.
The aim of the College is serious study. We do not wish to
provide a mere social meeting place for those engaged in
psychic research-—those, I mean, who take only a curious or
temporary intcrest in the subject. The building contains
rooms for quiet study, as well as for lecture and class work,
and for demonstrations. A prominent feature is to be made
of investigation in connection with psychic photography. A
special room, adequately equipped, has been set apart for this
purpose, and free experimentation is encouraged on the part
of those who believe themselves to be possessed of this par-
ticular gift.”

During the week there has been on view at the College a
highly interesting collection of psychic pictures by Miss
Hargrave Martin (‘“Candida’’). The pictures were greatly
admired, and Miss Martin gave descriptions of them to many
inquirers. An equally fine collection of psychic drawings by
Mr. Horsfall excited much attention. A valuable selection
of psychic photographs was also shown, together with photos
of well-known investigators from all over the world. The
College has a small but excellent library, which will be added
to from time to time.

All the visitors expressed themselves as delighted with
the College, and wished Mr. and Mrs. McKenzie every success
in the important work they have undertaken.

MaNY a man thinks that it is his goodness that keeps him
from crime when it is only his full stomach. On half allow-
ance he would be as ugly and knavish as anybody. Don’t
mistake potatoes for principles.—CARLYLE.

Tre Psyouic ELemMeENT 1N TFicrion.—“‘The Clouding
Crystal’’ (Hodder and Stoughton, 1920). Occultism, in one
form or another, is now a favourite hunting-ground for the
novelist in search of a new tenisation. TUnfortunately few
have more than a nodding acquaintance with the facts, and
therefore they transgress the very first rule of literature—
that a work of fiction, however imaginative in details, must
be true to law. Of this book it is only necessary to say that
it is the story of a German spy who gains commercial and
naval information by analysis of replies to questions put to
an innocent automatist. These are recorded in a mysterious
ink only visible in the red ]iﬁht reflected from a crystal
globe. It may please those who know neither physical nor
psychic science.” The price is 7/6.—V. C. D.
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SPIRITUALISM: ATTACK AND DEFENCE.

A Srupy 1N Tacrios.

By LieuTENANT-COLONEL,

During the present series of controversies and debates
hetween Spiritualism and Materialism, the error is made of
permitling the laiter to choose the ground and detail of
attack, while Spiritualists content themselves with accepting
the position of defence.

It is recognised as an axiom that the contending party,
whether in physical or mental warfare, who grants the ad-
vantage of attack to his opponent, starts with a severe handi-
cap, while to continue on these lines is to invite disaster.
Warfare may not be desired, but once an attack is made
it should be countered by attack, and the opgonent forced
on the defensive until he has no pied & terre from which to
continue his attack. :

What is the materialist’s position? Individually, he has
no hope of a future, and must make the best of the present
life. - livery act has to be weighed from the point of view of
his own advantage, while every benefit conferred on another,
which has not hettered himself, is a dead loss. In fact,
he is but an animal whose higher evolution has given him
better powers of aggrandisement, and his highest creed is
“Iet us eat aud drink, for to-morrow we die.”’

But suppose we take the collective view. The race may
be bettered by unselfishness and community of action, but
to what end? The physical man is bound to the material
world, beyond possibility of escape, and in due time this world
will cease to be, as far as habitable conditions are concerned.
Whether sooner, by effects of collision or disruption, or later
by decrepitude and decay, matters not, there will be no escape
from the catastrophe. ’

What possible advantage, then, can it be, that man should

deny himself for the benefit of a race which will, with all its
acts and history, be expunged from creation like writing
from a slate. .
" A’gain it is hut “Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we
ie.’
And this position is based on pure assertion; mno tittle
of evidence is, or can be, produced in support of this con-
tention. .

It is to the credit of men, even those who claim to be
materialists, that they do not act upon this creed.  Deep
down in the unconscious self is implanted a knowledge that
this life is but the threshold of the future, and that the
good that is in them will survive, not only to their own bene-
fit, but for the Lenefit of eternity itself. -

Spiritualism is positive; it asserts this future, and aims at
bringing this subconscious knowledge to the surface, for use
in daily life, . .

But man is a critical being ; no longer satisfied with belief,
he demands physical proof, and Modern Spiritualism is
supplying this proof, intermittently as yet, but in due time,
witﬁ greater knowledge and experience, it will become in-
disputable. . .

Meanwhile Materialism has based its position on a nega-
tive, and negation is not only scientifically unprovable, but
is upset by the least modicum of evidence which is produced
by t\le other side. i .

The materialist, being aware of this weakness, depends
on assertion, denial, and attack, but above all avoids dis-
cussion on a level basis, and it should be the aim of every
Spiritualist who engages in debate to-require proofs of their
contention before admitting their qualification to question
his alternative. i .

The position is not one of enquiry, but of dispute, and
the materialist should be required to produce his own creden-
tials before demanding those of his opponent.

It is interesting to observe that the Lord Bishop of Guild-
ford has written concerning ‘‘Angels Seen To-day,’’ by the
Rev. (. Maurice Elliott and Irene Hallam Elliott, “I was
delighted to read in ‘The Challenge’ such an apﬁreciatwe
review of your book by an evidently thoughtful
writer. I hope it may induce many to read it. . ., .
Apart from the main argument, which is put with a beautiful
and fearless simplicity, I have found much in the book which
is valuable and suggestive.”

“TorruNxt TrLLING.’—-The various dream-books and
manuals of fortune-telling of various kinds which are sent us
for notice do not somehow excite in our bosom that virtuous
indignation which the canons of our subject seem to call for.
We prefer to treaf them rather from the standpoint of the
parlour pastime. There are, of course, people with psychic
gifts who, by the aid of cards (or tea-leaves) can do some
wonderful things in the way of divination. Messrs. Riders
have sent us a small book ‘“Cards of Fortune.”” by Lilius
(1/- net), explaining the art and mystery of using playing
cards as a means of telling fortunes. Upon the merits of the
system as expounded, we are quite una le to pronounce. It
lies outside our province; but if the book enables people
anxious in these matters to tell their own fortunes without
going to “fortune-tellers.’’ and exposing them to the legal
penalties' that attend detection in their illegal practices, it
will have served at least one useful purpose,
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TO-MORROW'S SOCIETY MEETINGS.

These notices are confined to announcements of mestings on the coming
8unday, with the addition only of other. sngagements in the same
week.- Theyv are charged at the rats of 1s. for two lines (Including the
name of the soclety) and 8d. for every additional line,

The Marylebone Spiritualist Association, Ltd., Steinway
Hall, Lower Seymour-street, W.1.—6.30, Mr. Ernest Meads.

The London Spiritual Mission, 18, Pembridge Place, W.2.
—11, Mr. G. Prior; 6.30, Mr. Ernest Hunt. Wednesday,
28th, 7.30, Dr. W. J. Vanstone.

Walthamstow.—342, Hoe-street.—7, Mrs. Graddon Kent,
address and clairvoyance.

Lewtsham.—The Priory, High-street.—6.30, Mr. T. W.

Croydon.—96, High-street.—11, Mrs. J. Scholey; 6.30,
Mr. G. R. Symons.

Kingston-on-Thames.—Bishop’s Hall, Thames-street.—
6.830, My. Seymour Evans,

Spiritualists’ Rendezvous, W. H. Smith Memorial Hall,
4, Portugal-street, Kingsway.—7, Mrs. Jennie Walker, clair-
voyance.  30th, Mrs. Louie Harvey, psychometry.

Church of the Spirit, Windsor-road, Denmark Hill, S.E.—
11, Mr. A. Bailey; 6.30, Mr. Nickels, of Luton. Wednesday,
7.30, Mr. P. Scholey.

ﬁattgrsea.—‘is, St. Johw’s Hill, Clapham Junction.—
11.15, circle service; 6.30, Miss Ellen Conroy, M.A. 29th,
8.15, Mrs. Orlowski.

Peckham.—Lausanne Hall, Lausanne Road.—7, Speakers
from Lyceum; clairvoyance by Mrs. Harvey. Thursday,
8.15, Mrs. Imison.

Woolwich and Plumstead.—Invicta Hall, Crescent-road.—
Thursday, 29th, 8, Mrs. M. Q. Gordon. Sunday, May 2nd,
7, Mr. Wright; members’ circle and committee meeting after
service; 3, Lyceum. i
- Wimbledon Spiritual Mission, 4 and 5, Broadway.—
—25th, 11, Mr. W. P. Swainson; 3, Lyceum; 6.30, Mr. W.
P, Swainson. Wednesday, 28th, 7.30, Mrs. Jennie Walker.
H((alalmg daily, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., except Tuesday and Sat-
urday.

Holloway.—Grovedale Hall (near Highgate Tube Station).
—To-day (Saturday), 7.30, whist drive in aid of Buildin
Fund. Sunday, 11, Mrs. Annie Boddington; 3, Lyceum; 7,
Mr. Percy Smyth. ~Wednesday, Mr. L. Harvey. May lst,
social and dance, 7.30 to 10.30. " 2nd, 11, Mr. Ernest Meads;
7, Mrs. E. Neville. 6th, Mr. Percy Street, lecture on “The
'Etuma.p Aura: The Secrets of the Inner Self.” .

Brighton.—Atheneum Hall.—11.15 and 7, Lyceumists; 3,
Lyceum.
and_Gocher. .

. Brighton.—Old Steine Hall, 52a, Old Steine.—11.30, heal-
ing service; 7, flower service; floral messages, Mr. Douglas.
Monday and fuesday, Mrs. Gordon (see advt.).

NEw LoNpoN CENTRAL SERVICE.—Though Mr. Vout Peters
was absent (owing te his hurried departure for Denmark) the
first of the London Central Sunday Services was a great
success at No. 4, Portugal-street, Kingsway—the W. H.
Smith Memorial Hall. * The hall last Sunday was crowded,
and Mr. H. J. Oshorn, the chairman, was able to announce
Rev. Susanna Harris, who, at short notice, kindly took
duty. Mrs. Harris made a great impression and was warmly
thanked alike by the chairman and audience. Miss Baker
and Miss Thomas gave welcome musical helfy.»

NEw Socrery At SurroN.—The inaugural meeting of the
Sutton Spiritual Society was held at the Masonic Hall
Sutton, Surrey, on Monday, March 29th, when Mr. Richard
A_ Bush, F.C.S., and Mr. Henry Fox made helpful and ex-
planatory speeches. Mr. Bush, dealing with the oft-
repeated question, ‘Is Spiritualism Anti-Christian?”
pointed out that Spiritualism had no dogmas, but was in

armony with the teachings of Christ; and Mr. Fox dis-
claimed any wish on the part of Spiritualists to empty the
‘Churches; rather their desire was to fill them with people
who had obtained a new sgiritual insight into Christian
truths. The attendance numbered between sixty and seventy
people.  Any readers of Licar having friends in Sutton

- are asked to let them know of the existence of the society.

Communications for the present should be addressed to The
Becretary, Sutton Spiritual Society, Delphic Club, 22a,
Begent-street, S W.

BOOKS BY E. W. and M. H. WALLIS,

A GUIDE TO MEDIUMSHIP AND PSYCHICAL
UNFOLDMENT. Cloth, 312 pages, 7/- net post free.

MEDIU}:!SH;P EXPLAINED. Boards, 96 pages, 2/2% post
ree. ’

HOW TO DEVELOP MEDIUMSHIP. Boards, 108 pages,
2/2% post free.

PSYCHICAI& SBLF-CULTURE. Boards, 102 pages, 2/2#
ost free.

SPIRITUALISM IN THE BIBLE. Boards, 104 pages,
1/84 post free. Cloth, 2/9.

©mnon or “ Licar,” 6, QuEen Bomni, LonNpoN, W.C.1.

v

Wednesday, 8, public meeting, Messrs. Hoskins,

THE NURSERIES OF HEAVEN.

A Series of Essays by Various Writers concerning
the Future Life of ildren, with Experiences
. of their Manifestation after Death .

Edited by the REV. G. VALE OWEN and H. A. DALLAS.
With some of REV., VALE OWEN’S Script Messages.

SOME OF THE CHAPTERS,.—Of Such is the Kingdom, IV H. A.Dallas;
The Parent and the Child, by the Rev. Thomas Roberts (Vicar of Holt) ;
Is it Well with the Child ?—Itis Well, by Rev. H. Fielding-Ould (Vicar
of Christ Church, Albany Street); The Dominance of the Spirit, by
Dr. Ellis T. Powell (Edifor of the *Financial News”); Children in
S?int. Life—Some Observations and Experiences, by David Gow (Editor
of LicHT); Do 8till-Born Children Survive? by John Lewis (Editor,
*¢ Psychic Gazette *’): Hope and Comfort for Mothers, by Doris Severn ;
Extracts from Letters and Published Books ; Letter from Dickey in the
Spirit World; The Passing of Daisy Dryden; Two Sisters, by Rev. G.
ale Owen ; Pages from the Scripts of the Rev, G. Vale Owen.

{Profits from sale of this book to be given to the Fund for the
Children of Blinded Soldiers.)
Cloth, 174 pages, 5/4 net post free.
Liear Orvice, 6, QUEEN SqUARE, Lonpoxn, W.C. 1.

New Edition. Now Ready.

JESUS OF NAZARETH AND MODERN SCIENTIFIC
INVESTIGATION.
. From the Spiritualist Standpoint,
By Abraham Wallace, M.D.
Highly Recommended by Sir A. Conan Doyle.
40 pages, Td. nett post free.
Orrice oF ‘‘ LienTt,” 6, QUEEN Squarr, Lonpon, W.O.l.

' NOW READY.

RACHEL COMFORTED,
Being the Conversations of a Mother in the Dark with her Child in the Light.
By Mrs. Fred Maturin. ’
With Prefaces by Sir A. CoNaN DovLm and the late W. T. STEAD.
Cloth, 260 pages, 6/6 net post free.
May be obtained at—

OrFicE oF “LicHT,” 6, QUEEN SquArE, Lonpon, W.C.1.
on OCCULT SUBJECTS,
New and Second-Hand, sent on
approval. Special Department, in
charge of an expert, for works on
Occultism, Mysticism, Theosophy, Psychology, Highex: Thought,
Astrology, Masonry, &c. Books on every other conceivable sub-
ject. Send for Catalogue No. 228, mentioning wants or interests.
Books bought; best prices.
W, & G. FOYLE,JLTD., 121-5, Charing Cross Road, London,  W.C.2.

piritualists when in London should stay at
Hunstanton House, 18, Endlleighi}u‘denu, London, N.W. (2
minutes Euston Station, 5 minutes 8t. Panoras and King’s Cross);
sentral for all parts ; perfect sanitation. Terms: 5s. Bed and Break-
fast; no charge for attendance. Full tariff apply to Mrs. Stanley
Watts, Proprietress. :

#Murative Suggestion,” by Robert McAllan,

Proves the value of hypnotic augﬁstion in tr.eatinimorg.l, mental
and nervous disorders, asyfnsomnia, eurasthenia, Obsessions, De-
pression, Self-consciousness, &o.; free from author, 4, Manchester-st.-
Manchester-square, London, ’W 1. Hours, 10.30 to 5.30. Mayfair 1396,

sychic Research in the New Testament.
Soientific Justification of some of the Fundamental Claims of
Ohristi;:aiy. ° Bl;s Ellis T. Powell, LL.B. (Lond.), D.Se. (Lond.).
32 g\ges, 1s. 13d. post free. LraaT Office, 6, Queen Square, hondon,
w.0.1

Holiday Seekers and those requiring a

(o]

T natural air tonic for nerves. Come to sunny Clacton—to Mr.
and Mrs.u @G. F. Tilby, “Dewhyrs,” Tl;oroughgootf-roud, Clacton-on-
Sea. Boarding House. 3 minutes station or sea.

irit Teachings. Chag)ters from the Writings

of “M. A, Oxon” (William Stainton Moses). Reprinted from
the book of that title, together with some descriptions of the circam-
stanoes in which they were received. 15 pages, 2d. post free, or 1s. 3d.
per dozen, from LieaT Office, 6, Queen Square, London. W.C. 1.

e Index for « Li%ht,” 1919, is' now ready,
price 64d. post free, from LiaaT Office, 6, Queen Square, London,
W.C.1.

or Sale.—A new copy of “ An Encyclopzdia
of Occultism.” A Compendium of Information on all Occult
Sociences, Psychic Science, &c. Published at 25/- net. Many illustra-
tions. 461 pa.ies. Offered at 20/)- post free LiaaT Office, 6,
Queen Square, London, W O. 1.

Situation as Cook or Maid (either capacity) ;
excellent references for work and character; widow, middle-
aged.—Mrs. Nelson, 16, Albert-road, Regent’s Park, N.W.1.
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STANDARD BOOKS SUPPLIED TO ORDER FOR CASH ONLY.

Post free from the Office of “Liaat,” 6, QuEEN SquARE, SouTHAMPTON Row, Towxpox, W.C. 1, at
the prices quoted. Remittances must -accompany orders, otherwise they cannot be sent.

irit Teachi.rﬁs. Through the Mediumship of
Wm. Stainton Moses (M.A. Oxon.). By Automatic or Passive
Writing. With a B}qgraplg b{ Charlton T, g er and two full-page
portraits ; eighth edition. Cloth, 324 pages, 6s. 6d.

n the Threshold of the Unseen. An Ex-

amination of the Phenomena of Spiritualism and of the Hvi-

dence for Survival after Death. By Sir William Barrett, F.R.S,
Oloth, 338 pages, 8s. ’ 7 Hham T ’ 8

Man 'is'a Spirit. A Collection of spontaneous
cases of Dream, Vision and Hostasy, By J. Arthur Hill. Cloth,
199 pages, 5s. 6d.

piritualism : Its History, Phenomena and

Doctrine. By J. Arthur Hill. Introduction by Bir A.
Doyle. Cloth, 270 pages, 8s. - lon by Bir Gonan

The Harmonial Philosophy. A Compendium’and’
Digest of the Works of Andrew Jackson Davis, the American
Beer. Cloth, 424 pages, 1ls.

uman Magnetism ; or, How to Hypnotise. A
Practical Handbook for Students of Mesmerism. By Professor

James Coates. With Ten Plates showing induction of phenomena,

Experimental and Curative. Third Edition. Cloth, 6s, 6d.

eeing the Invisible. Practical Studies in Psy-

chometry, Thought Transference, Telepathy, and Allied Phe-
comena. By James Coates, Ph.D., F.A.S. loth, 6s. 6d.

Photographing the Invisible. Practical Studies

in ‘Spirit Photography, Spirit Portraiture, and other Rare but
Allied Phenomena. By James Coates, Ph.D., F.A.S. With 90 photo-

graphs, Cloth, 6s. 6d. . .
By Alfred Smedley. Includ-

eminiscences.
ing an account of Marvellous Spirit Manifestations. 1s.3d.
fter Death.

L from Julia. Given through W. T, Stead. Oloth, 3s, 11d.

Practical Psychometry : Its Value and How it
is Mastered. By O Hashnu Hara, 1s, 8d.

Pract.ical Yoga.. - A Series of Thoroughly

Practical Lessons upon the Philosophy and Practice of Yoga with
» chapter devoted to Persian Magic. By O Hashnu Hara, 1s. 8d,

?act.ical Hypnotism. Teaching e?hteen differ-

ent methods of inducing ‘Mesmerism or Hypnotism, By O
shnu Hara. 1s. 8d. )

fThe Voices. A Sequel to Glimpses of the Next

State. Accounts of Sittings for the Direct Voioce in 1912-13. By
Vice-Admiral W, Usborne Moore, Cloth, 461 pages, 4s.

peaking Across the Border Line. Letters from

a Husband in Spirit Life to His Wife on Earth. Paper covers,
21.3d. Art Linen Binding, 3s.4d. .

ot Silent, if Dead. By.H. (Haweis). Through
the Mediumship of Mrs. Lamb Fernie (Parma), Cloth, 4s, 11d.

Mhe Dead Active. By H. (Haweis). Through

the Mediumship of Mrs, Lamb Fernie. Cloth, 194 pages, 4s. 10d.

The Wonders of the Saints and Modern Spirit-
ualism. By the Rev. F. Fielding-Ould, M.A. Cloth, 4s. 9d. net.

New Enlarged Edition of Letters

aude’s Book. tdited by L. Kelway-Bamber.
With letter from Sir Oliver Lodge. Oloth, 149 pages, 6s. 4d.

Through the Mists, or Leaves from the Auto-

biography of a Soul in Paradise. Recorded for the author. By
‘R. J. Lees, Oloth, 4s. 5d. -
isions, Previsions and Miracles in Modern
Times. By E. Howard Grev,D.D.S. OCloth, 532 pages, 5s. 6d.

he Proofs of the fruths of Spiritualism. By

the Rev. Prof. G. Henslow, M.A. With 51 Illustrations. Cloth,
255 pages. 8s. net.

- D.8e.

ur Life After Death. By the Rev. Arthur

~Chambers, Oloth, 4s, 11d. . !

bjections to Spiritualism Answered. By H. A.
Dallas. Boards, 128 pages, 2s. 24d. CL

I Heard a Voice ; or, The Great Exploration. By

a King’s Counsel. Spirit Communications by automatic writing,
through his two young daughters. Cloth, 272 pages, 7s. 11d.

ur Living Dead. Talks with Unknow ds.
By E. Katharine Bates. Preface by (eneral Sir 161,
OLoth, 160 pages, 2s. 8d. ) .
[y Father. Personal and Spiritual iis-
cences. By Estelle W. Stead. The life of ‘W. T. Stead. Cloth, -
378 pages,-2s. 93d. . . .
one West. Three Narratives of After-Death

Experiences. Communicated to J. S. M. Ward, .B.A. Oloth,
359 pages, 5s. 6d. _ -
Teaching: of Love. Transmitted by writing
through M. E. Introduction by Ellis T. Powell, LL,B., D.So. 96
pages, 1s. ﬂd. ) .- .
he New Revelation. By Sir A, Conan Doyle.
A Olobt_x. 170 pages, 5s. 4d. Paper covers, 2. 9d.
he Vital Message. By Sir A. Conan Doyle.
J Cloth, 228 pages. 5s. 4d. . ) o _
rivate Dowding. A Plain Record of the After-
Death Experiences of a Soldier. Cloth, 109 pages,-2s. 10d.
he Ministry of Angels Here and Beyond. By
a Hospital Nurse (Joy). ' 174 pages, 25. 24d.
Phantasms of the Living, By Edmund Gurney,
F. W. H. Myers, and F. Podmore. Abridged edition, prepared by

Mrs. Henry Sidgwiok, Dealing with Telepathy and Apparitions;
16 Spirit Drawings. Cloth. 520 pages, 18s. .

he Undiscovered Country. A Seé;luen,ce. of
- Spirit Messages describing Death and the After World. Edited
by Harold Bayley.  Cloth, 270 pages, 6s. 8d. . .
here is no Death. By Florence Marryat. Cloth,

265 pages, 3s. 10d.

[Tere and Hereafter. A Treatise on Spiritusl
Philosophy, offering a_ Scientific 'and Rational Solution of the
Problem of Life and Death, By Leon Denis, Cloth, 4s. 5d. .
ristianity and Spiritualism  History of: the
Gospels’ Secret Doctrine of Christianity, Intercourse with Spirits
of the Dead, The New Revelation. By Leon Denis. . Cloth, 4s. 5d.
fPhe Next Room. Experiences, Visions and
Adventures of two Clairvoyantes. By D. and H. Severn.

Oloth, 136 pages, 1s. 4d. -
Spiritua.lism in the Bible. By B. W. and M. H:
)" Wallis. Boards, 104 pages, 1s. 84d. Cloth,29.
Mediumship Explained. By E. W.and M. B,
Whallis. Boards, 96 pages, 2s. 2¢d. .
E'ow to Develop Mediumship. By E. W. and
| M. H.. Wallis. Boards, 110 pages, 2=. 24d.

Fchical Self-Culture. By E. W. and M. H.
Psychical Un-

L Wallis. Boards, 103 pages, 2s. 24d.
Guide to Mediumship, and '
foldment. By E. W. & M, H. Wallis. Cloth:_all_psge_,lq:_ _

he Reality of Psychic Phenomena, Raps, Levi-
tations, &o. By W. J. Crawford, D.Se. Cloth, 246 pages, 6s. 5d. net.

Experiments in Psychical Science. Levitation,
¢Contact” and the * Direct Voice.” - By W. J. Crawford,

Cloth. 101 pages. 6s. 5d. net. .

Hafed, Prince of Persia; His Experience in

Harth-Life and Spirit-Life, being Spirit Communications received
through Mr. David Duguid, the Glasgow Trance-Painting Medium.
With an Appendix containing communications from the Spirit Artists,
‘Ruisdal aud Steen. 592 vo.. 7s. post free.

Human Personality and its Survival of Bodily

‘A L' Death. By F. W. H. Myers. Abridged Elition. Cloth, 30

pages, 8s. . .
an’s Survival after Death ; or the Other Side

of Life in the Light of Scripture, Human Exgerience and Modern
Research. By Rev. Chas. L. Tweedale. Cloth, 582 pages, 11s.

piritualism the Open Door to the Unseen Uni-
verse. ByJames Robartson. Cloth.413 nages. 8a,

he Hidden Way Across the Chreshold; or the

Mystery which hath been Hidden for Ages aud from Genel‘ationh.
1llu » trated and made plain with as few occult phrases as possible. By
J. C Street. With plates. Cloth, 12s. 6d. net. - S

‘The Survival of Man. By oir Oliver Lodge,

F.R.S. OCloth, 239 pages. 2s. 3d. .
aymond ; or Life and Death. By Sir Oliver

‘Lodge. F R S. Eleveuth Edition. Cloth. 16s. 84 net.

ife after Death. Problems of the .Future Life

: and its Nature. By J. H. Hyslop, Ph.D., LL.D. Cloth, 346
pages, 9s. 6d. .

etters from the Other Side. Prefaced and
Edited by Henry Thibsult With a Foreword by W. F. Cobb,
D.D. Cloth, 154 pages, 5s. 4d. L
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