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“The tenancy By the London Spiritualist Alliance of their present premises ceases on Lady Day,

next year.,

It is desired to acquire by gift, purchase, or rent-payment, similar but larger

premises in a Central position. These should, if possible, include a hall capable of seating 250
people, a large room for library, book rooms, editorial rooms, and housekeeper’s apartments. -
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London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd.,

6, QUEEN SQUARE, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, Ww.0. 1.
Programme of Meetings for the Coming Week.

TUESDAY, March 23rd, at 3 p.m.—
For Members ONLY.
Séance for Clairvoyant Descriptions.
No admission after 3 o'clock.

THURSDAY, March 25th—
Members Free ; Visitors, Is.
At7.80 pm.— ... Address by Miss MERCY PHILLIMORE.
“The Relationship of the Enquirer to the Professional
’ Medium.”

FRIDAY, March 26th, 8.560 p.m.—
Members Free; Visitors, 1s.
Talks with a Spirit Control .. Mgs. M. H. WaLris,

Open Meeting for Written Questions of an Impersonal
_ Nature Bearing on the Future Life.

MEMBERS, One Guinea.

For Syllabus and further particulars regarding the work of the
Alliance apply to the Secretary.

The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd.,
STEINWAY HALL, LOWER S8EYMOUR 8T., PORTMAN SQUARE, W. 1.

SUNDAY EVENING Next, AT 6.30, MR. PERCY STREET.
March 28th—Dg. Evris T. POWELL.

Welocome to all. Admission Free. Colleotion,
Stelnway Hall is within two minates’ walk of Selfridge’s, Oxford Sb.,
and five minates from Bond Street and Marble Arch Tube Stations.

Spiritualists and inquirers are invited to join the Assooiation.

THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION,

13, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W.

SUNDAY, MARCH 21sT.
At 11 a.m. e MR. ERNEST HUNT.
At6.30 pom. ... we . s MRS. CHARNLEY.
Monday, March 22nd, Tuesd&g, 23rd, and Wednesday, 24th,
at 7.30 p.m., MRS. CHARNLEY.
Thursdays, Meeting for Inquirers, 4 p.m

THE “W. T. STEAD” LIBRARY AND BUREAU,
: 18a, Baker Street, W.1.
READING ROOM AND RESTAURANT OPEN DAILY.

TUEBSDAY, MAR. 238D, AT 7 .M. MISS FLORENCE MORSE.

THURSDAY, MAR. 26TH, AT 3.30 P.M. MISS McCREADIE.

WEDNESDAY. 11 to 12 30, Mrs. Seyfarth in attendance for healing.
Non-Members not admitted until 3.15 and 6.46 p.m.

CHURCH OF HIGHER MYSTICISM,

22, PRINCES S8TREET, CAVENDISH S8QUARE, W.

Sunday next. Mareh 2ist, 3 p.m. Mr, Harold Carpenter
will give a short address om *‘Spiritualism,” and answer
questions relating to that subjecs.

Sunday, March 28th, 8 p.m. Mrs. Fairclough Smith
will speak on ‘‘The Aura and Healing through Colour Rays.”
No evening meeting. No meeting on Easter Sunday.

Silver collection to defray expenses.

QUEEN’'S HALL,
Langham Place, W. 1.
Sole Lessees—CHAPPELL & Co., L1D.

Under the auspices of the Marylebone Spiritualist Association.

T2nd ANNIVERSARY

OF MODERN

SPIRITUALISM.

Wednesday, March 31st,
at 8 p.m.

SPEAKERS—

SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOVYLE,
DR. ELLIS POWELL,
PERCY STREET, Esq.
Chairman - Lord Molesworth.

Proceeds will be devoted to the BUILDING FUND
of the Marylebone Spiritualist Association.
Tiekets, Reserved, 10/6. 7/6, 5/-; Unreserved, 2/6, 1/-
may be obtained at the Box Office, Queen’s Hall, Keith Prowse & Co.,.
The Office of L.S.A., 6, Queen Square, W.C 1, the Hon. Secretary,.
Marylebone Spiritualist Association, Ltd., or from any of the London
Spiritualist Societies.

BRIGHTON SPIRITUALIST BROTHERHOOD,
Old Steine Hall, 52a, Old Steine, Brighton.

FORWARD MOVEMENT.—Session Ends Mareh 28th.

Special Lectures every Sunday Afternoon, at 3 p.m., in th
Pe ATHENAUM HALL, NORTH STREBT.’ ®

Spreaker :—MRS. ALICE HARPER. .
Lecture, ** Reconstruction,” followed by Answers to Questions.
Admission Free. Reserved seats 1s, Silver Oollection,

DELPHIC CLUB, 22a, Regent Street, SW.1.

Maeetings for week ending March 27th :~—

Wednesday, March 24th, 56 p.m. Mrs. Stewart Everett.
Leoture, * Playing Cards, especially in connection with the:
Greab Pyramid.”

Friday, March 26th, 5 p.m. Miss Felicia Seatcherd. Lecture;.
For partioulars of membership apply the Secretary.

Visitors are admitbed by invitation of a Member.
Members' Subscription: Town, 3 guineas ; Country, 2 guineas.

WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION,.

Through Passage between 4 and 5, Broadway, Wimbledon.

BUNDAY, MAR, 21sT, 11 A.M. MRS. TOM BROWN,
3pM, LYCEUM.
6.30 p.M., DR. W. J. VANSTONE.
WED'SDAY, MAR. 24tH, 7.30 P.M, MRS. MARY GORDON.
Doors closed 7.36 p.m.

HeariNg.—Daily, 10 am. to 1 p-m., except Wednesday and Saturday.
Advice and information given freely on the subject of Spiritualism-
Apply to Hon. Secretary, 10, Evelyn Road, Wimbledon.
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BATTERSEA TOWN HALL

(Under the auspices of the Battersea Spiritualist Church).

' COME AND HEAR
SIR

ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE

ON
“My Experiences.”

AND
THE WELL-KNOWN
MR. W. R. SUTTON ("Gataene
Tuesday, March 30th, at 8 p.m.
Chair - VISCOUNTESS MOLESWORTH.

Musical arrangements by Capt. F. C, E. DIMMICK.
Soloists—Miss W. BOWDEN, Miss COULTER and Miss N.
DIMMICK. Pianoforte 8Bolo — Mr. HARRY FIELD.

Organist—Mr. W. PEATFIELD.
“Tickets, Reserved and Numbered, 7/6 and 5/9; Unreserved,
2/4 and 1/3, includiog tax, '
Proceeds to 8 N.U. Fund of Benevolence and Battersea
‘Spiritualist Church.
“Tickets from Mrs. Bloodworth, 19, Beauchamp-rond, Clapham
-Junction ; Munt's Music Stores, St. John’s-road, Clapham Junc-

tion; Mrs, Crump, 112, Fernside-road, Balham, S.W- ; and South _

London S8piritualist Churches.

LIVERPOOL SPIRITUALISTS' INSTITUTE (No. 1).
CHANGE OF ADDRESS.

W Will members and friends please note that in future lectures will
'be given in DEaBY CAFE, RICHMOND STREET, ‘WHITECEAPEL, Thurs.
days, 7 45 pm.
Thursday, March 25th—Mr. George Clarke.
¢ New Testament Spirituslism.”’
For farther particulars—Hon Sec., Mr. N, Goulden, 65, Rosalind-
:sheeet, Kirkdale, Liverpool.

THE UNIVERSAL
BADGE OF SPIRITUALISM.

Brooch or Pendant in blue enamel and coppes.
Price 68, 6d. post free from

MRS. MONTGOMERY IRVINE,
115, Ladbroke Grove, London, W. 11.
a great

LONGFELLOW 25575: SPIRITUALISM.

Mr. H. J. Osborn’s Lecturs and Musical Monologues, with Songs
‘by talented singers, all illustrated by beautiful pictures, through
.powerful Electric Lantern.

TUES3IDAY, MARCH 23RrD, AT 7.30 P.M.
6, Queen Square, Southampton Row, W C. 1,

TicKETS, 1s each—TFrom the Stead Bureau, 131, Baker-street, W.;
Delphic Club, 221, Regent-strect, W.; and of the Housekeeper, 6,
‘Queen Squars, W.C. 1. .

Spmtuallst.s when in London should stay at
- Hunstanton House, 18, Endsleigh-lgardens. London, N.-W. (2
-minutes Huston Station, 5§ minutes St. Pancras and King’s Cross);
.oentral for all parts ; perfect sanitation. Terms: 5s. Bed and Break-
Iast; no charge for attendanve. Full tariff apply to Mrs, Stanley
"Watts, Proprietress.

‘“Curative Suggestion,” by Robert McAllan,
Proves the value of hypnotic suggestion in treatinimoml, mental
and nervous disorders, as Insomnia, Neurasthenia, Obsessions, De-
pression, Self-consciousness, &e. ; free from the author, ¢, Manchester-
«at., Manchester-square, Loudon, W. 1, Hours, 10.30 to 5.30. Mayfair 1396

gychic Research in the New Testament.

Scientific Justification of some of the Fundamental Olaims of
‘Christianity. By Ellis T. Powell, LL B. (Lond.), D.So. (Lond.).
’{% %sgles, 1s. 14d. past free. Liarr Office, 6, Queen Square, London,

:To_Holiday Seekers and those requiring a
natural air tonic for nerves. Come to sunny Clacton—to Mr.
-and Mrs. G. F. Tilby, ““Dewhyrst,” Thoroughgood-road, Clacton.on-
:Sea. Boarding House. 3 minutes station or sea.

Spirit Teachings. Chapters from the Writings
of “M. A.Oxon” (Willian Stainton Moses). Reprinted from
-the book of that title, together with some desorig;ious of the circum-
-gtanoces in which they were received. 16 pages, 2d. post free, or 1s. 3d.
per dozen. from LigaT Office. 6. Queen Square. London. W.C. 1.

anted.—By two ladies, small furnished house,
quiet part of Hampton or Waddon district. Gravel soil. ]'I:!lc:t

‘bath (not geyser) and electric light. 4 to 1} guineas.—J. M., *‘The
:Staithe,” Maxted Park, Harrow.

_'Situation wanted as good plain Cook or Maid

J  (either capacity); excellent reader, writer, needlewomsn, &c. ;
-widow, middle-aged, active, healthy ; best of references; frec.—Mrs,
Nelson, ** The Grange,” Northaw, Potters Bar, Middlesex.

THE SCHOOL OF THE MYSTERIES

This School is served by the Fraternity of Saint Bride,
who are custodians of a comprehensive series of teachings
and revelations received over a period of fourteen years.
These teachings emanate from Glastonbury, an ancient focus
of occult knowledge, and the birthplace of Christianity in
these Isles. . .

An especial aim of the Fraternity of Saint Bride is to
teach practice solely in subjects which are within its normal
range of experience and knowledge, reserving matters of
more occasional experience, instruction or revelation, for
Lectures, Discourses and Publications. Thus it is hoped to
give Students the opportunity of combining a safe and
strong foundation of practice with a theoretical knowledge of
the ends which may Ee attained.

THE SUBJECTS now being taught are:—

First extensions of breath, hearing, "and touch.
Foundational instructions for the unfoldment of con-
sciousntss through Intensive Sound Culture.

Maup MaoCARTHY.

The Basic or Platonic Solids, and Symmetric Form
in relation to Creative Idea.

HoracE WOOLLER.

Musical Composition—Mode, Counterpoint, Har-
mony, Instrumentation, etc., in the light of the Mystery
Tradition.

JorN FouLps.

Symbolism of Number and Symmetric Form- as a key
to the Christian Gnosis.

. FrepERICK BLicE Bonbp.

Particulars regarding classes and private tuition, lecture
sessions, fees, etc., may be obtained from—

THE HON. SECRETARY,
FRATERNITY OF SAINT BRIDE,
81, LANSDOWNE ROAD,
HOLLAND PARK, LONDON, W.11.

Maud MacCavrthy will give Two Lectures at the
above School, by general request, on
“THE STORY OF OUR GROUP.”
(An outline of the inner events and teachings which have
been recorded in the form of an occult diary since they com-
menced at Glastonbury in 1906),
On SUNDAYS, MARCH 21st and 28th, at 8 p.m.
Tickets, 3/~ Each.

THE WAY OF THE WORLD WORTH
~ LIVING IN.

By a Departed Son of Man.

Through the Mediumship of Miss Alicia A. Leith,
with an Introduction by Ellis T. Powell, LL.B.,D.Sc.

CONTENTS : —My Deliverance from the Coil—A Blessed Land of
Peace—Beyond the Sun of Eirth—Labourers in the Vineyard of
Prayer—Golden Meaus of Fortune —Magnetism Versus Love—Human
Nature is Divine—Love for this World and its Ways —Fools Made
Aware of their Folly—Truth and Beauty are Twins—Piccadilly and
St. James's Street—Light of the World Worth Living In—Saint
Valentine and the Mating Birds —Dangerous Doors into Hell—A
Funeral Cortege—A Poor Tramp on Life's Highway—Towards the
City of the King —Loss of Opporiunity—Found aud Carried in His
Bosom—1he Wonder World—aA Citizen of the Kingdom.

4/- post free.
From Miss LEtrH, 10, Clorane Gardens, Hampstead, N. W,

’ «THE MEMPHIS” QUIJA BOARD

Ideal for Investigators wishing to get ¢“ Psychie
Communications.” Silent, frictionless, portable.

MEMPHIS

OCCULT PRODUCTS

In neat case, with booklet of full, plain instruc-
tions which can be understood by anyone.

Small size (7in. by 8in) .. 6/8
Large slze (13in. by 15in.) ... 13/6.
R.H. T.NAYLOR, Carr Bank, Whatstandwell, DERBYSHIRE.

THE TRUTH OF SPIRITUALISM.

Verbatim Report of Debate between Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle and Joseph McCabe. Revised
by both Disputants.

Paper covers, 64 pages, 1/2 net post free.

Licnt OrricE, 6, QUEEN SQUARE, Loxpox. W.C, 1.
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NOTES BY THE WAY.

It was curious to see how prominent the ghost was
in the daily papers the morning after the great debate
at the Queen’s Hall. Not only were there accounts of
the debate, but a report of the ‘‘Masked Medium’’ case
from which, amongst other interesting particulars, we
gathered that the name of the mysterious lady is Molly
Winter. Then there was the case of the ‘‘Ghostly Wo-
man in White,”” concerning whom it is stated *‘ a
curate says ‘Rats!’ ”’. (Very inelegant language for a
curate.) In short, the papers were full of ghosts and
rumours of ghosts. It must be very discomforting for
the Rationalist. We picture him nowadays as a kind
of ‘‘haunted man,’’ who, having no belief in priests, is
unable to try the time-honoured exorcism of ‘‘bell,
book and candle,”’ although he has certainly tried the
book. Perliaps *‘yell, book and scandal’’ might be des-
cribed as the methods of the Sadducee in his endeav-
ours to kill Spiritualism. But we have no fear that
Spiritualism will ever, in any sense, ‘‘give up the
ghost.”” As for our Press cuttings on the subject, we
doubt if ever in the whole history of the movement
there were so many -articles and allusions in the news-
papers. And we have noted as significant the fact that
many’ writers have detected the presence of something
really serious in the question, and are dealing with it in
& quite reasonable way. The ridicule grows less and
less, and correspondingly there is a growth of sympathy,
anger and fear—all suggestive symptoms.

v* * * *

Someone complained the other day that the ghost
story “of the old type is beginning to lose its air of
mystery and romance by coming into the realm of
science. There is something to be said for the com-
plaint, but only on the literary side of the matter. As
we once said in these columns, in our opinion, to make
good literature a ghost story should not only be drama-
tically told, but fictitious. It may have a basis of
truth, indeed—as many ghost stories have—but it should
be embellished by the imagination and artistic skill of
the narrator. Nevertheless, the ghost is being slowly
rationalised and brought into the realm of natural law.

And. " think the subject suffers by it, even from
the - of the man who puts literary values
befor ience. The poets who thought that
wher 7+ was brought under scientific analysis
its b be destroyed have been proved to be
wron ence has opened up to us in Nature a
fairy st vast and wonderful than any of the
fairy : lore—a field of romance that has been

shown w ve wnexnaustible,

Perhaps it is because tragedy and comedy are near
allied—like madness and genius—that a humorous ele-
ment creeps intc some of the most ‘‘eerie’’ ghost stories.

The other day we saw it stated that one of the best

ghost stories on record is the one which tells how a
maiden lady in a strange room (which, unknown to
her, was a haunted one) after locking her door and see-
ing that the window fastenings were secure, retired to
bed, whereupon a thin voice from the bed-curtains re-
marked, ‘“Now we are shut in for the night!” Tt is a
crecpy story with a distinctly humorous element in it.
Shortly after reading it, we happened to look through
a volume of Tennyson’s earlier poems, and came upon
a passage which at once challenged comparison with the
ghost story so highly acclaimed by the critic.

* * * *

The passage in question is in the poem, ‘“Walking to
the Mail,”” and we transcribe it here. James, one of
the characters in the poem, is speaking :—

His house, they say,
Was haunted with a jolly ghost, that shook
The curtains, whined in lobbies, tapt at doors, -
And rummaged like a rat; no servant stayed;
The farmer, vext, packed up his beds and chairs
And all the household stuff; and with his boy
Betwixt his knees, his wife uﬁon the tilt,
Sets out, and meets a friead who hails him, “What!
You’re flitting?"’ ‘“Yes, we're flitting,’’ says the ghost
(For they had pack’d the thing among the beds),
“Oh, well,” says he, ‘“‘you flitting with us, too,—
Jack, turn the horses’ heads and home again.”

Here is a ghost story at which we may laugh, es-
pecially as it is highly improbable. But even if it were
true, it would be funny enough. Tor we are not of
those who think there is anything especially awesome
in the existence of a spirit world. We sometimes think
this world is a far more solemn and serious business.

THE PASSING OF HELEN MATHERS.

Licar for February 22nd, 1919, contained a long article
from the pen of Helen Mathers, entitled ‘“At Iventide it
Shall be Tight,”’ in which the author of ‘“Comin’ Thro’ the
Rye’’ referred to the cumulative proofs she had received,
extending over ten yoars, of the continued and happy exis-
tence of her dearly loved son whose earthly career ended in
1907; and told how she had all through those years been
planning two new works -not novels, ishe had given up
novel-writing, bhut books by means of which she hoped to
make other hereaved mothers sharers in the great joy which
had come into her life. And now the gifted mother has
rejoined her boy. Interviewed by a representative of the
“Jivening News” towards the end of last week, Mrs. Clara
Bone, the friend with whom Mrs. Reeves (‘‘Helen Mathers’
was her maiden name) lived at Kilburn, and who tended her
in her last illness, said that almost the final words she spoke
were of her son: “I am happy; I am going over to Phil,”
and that ‘“‘she seemed to see him, for she put out her hand
and cried, ‘Phil, darling!” ”’  Of the two hooks she had so

* long planned to give to the world, one at least may see the

light. Mrs. Bone says it is written, and she expects will
be published. The author had not finished the revision of
the work, but this task has been undertaken by a friend.

Warm hearted, impulsive, generous, with much about her
of the freshness and vivacity of youth, Helen Mathers lived
very close to nature. She was accustomed to spend much
time in the open air of the countryside, and draw_her life
and thoughts from the inspiration of such surroundings. Of
her generosity, her great sympathy, the self-sacrifice which
made her poor in her later years, we can speak from per-
scnal knowqarlgo, for we knew her as a friend. We bid her
farewell with keen regret. We wish her all the happiness
she worked to bestow upon others,
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SPIRITUALISM AND SCIENCE.

By STANLEY DE BRATH.

IV.—TuE UNcoNnscious MIND IN NATURE.

. In the last article it was shown (1) that the average man
is so only in virtue of his physical descent, and (2) that
there are latent In him faculties which could not have been
developed either by adaptation to the environment, or by
natural selection. From these two inferences there flows a
third—that 1‘18111% above the average or falling below it is a
matter not of physical, but of mental development. This
truism is_constantly ignored. It is assumed that mental
natures differ. Mental habits differ greatly, but the nature
is the same in all healthy children, as many great educators
have proved. The great existing differences between man
and man (setting aside the terrible influence of racial poisons)
are due primarily to differences in Will, and secondarily
to mental habits. Nearly twenty years’ experience in teach-
ing boys has shown me that they differ far less in intellect
than in will. The intellectual develo;l),ment of men depends
more on the mental environment since birth than on anything
else. It is for this reason that Mr. Benjamin Kidd lays such
stress on the fact that the ‘‘cultural inheritance’’ of the race,
which can be given by teaching, can transform character in
a single generation. The physical potentiality is there
already in the average child. That teachers so oftem fail is
due to the fact that they inculcate their own conclusions,
and appeal to the memory alone, instead of awaking obser-
vation and inference; they do not, therefore, cause the
upil’s real self to act at all; and they expect to tie the
ruits of their own mentation (or mare often notions which
they have memorised at second-hand) on the growing mind,
instead of leading that mind to function on true data ap-
plied to it.

. This is one of the inferences which proceed from a scien-
tific Spiritualism; but the immediate point now is the
nature of the mind to whose existence the latent powers
producing Spiritualist phenomena bear witness. Ior
whether some manifestations of supernormal intelligence may
proceed from spirits who have passed from the body or not,
these manifestations are given, and always must given
by and through the working of the human psychism; an
further, there are many manifestations of faculty, such as
the latent memory and hypnotic powers, which are certainly
referable to that psychism alone. These latent powers and
the conduct of the great organic functions of life are now
referred by science to Subconscious Mind.

The operation of the Unconscious Mind in Nature was
first developed by Schopenhauer, and von Hartmann system-
atised it in the ‘‘Philosophy of the Unconscious’’; they
both regarded the creative power as essentially unconscious,
and its results as referable to chemical and physical laws
only, guided by chance alcne, in which they were followed by
Haeckel. It was reserved to Alfred Russel Wallace, guided
by the Spiritualist facts, to take the first steps towards
the discovery that the origin of instincts and of species is
to be sought in the Subconscious Mind. Dr. Geley’s recent
work, “¥rom the Unconscious to the Conscious,”” has put
forward a scientific philosophy which demonstrates, for the
first time, the process by which Evolution progresses from

rimitive Unconsciousness to Consciousness. e, like Wal-
fac?;’ was led thereto by consideration of the supernormal
acts.

Tollowing the method indicated in a former article, we
shall not go beyond the powers of observation and inference
which our facultles on this present plane allow of, and shall
take as our points of departure those brought out on p. 26
of the issue of LicaTr .dated January 24th: that the living
being, whether plant, animal, or man, can no longer be re-
garded as a mere organic cellular complex, but as an or-
%anism formed by a psychic energy, itself directed by an

mmanent Idea. This psychic energy Dr. Geley calls a
‘‘dynamo-psychism.’’

Considering then this dynamo-psychism and the Directive
Idea, as we can observe them in action, they are resident in
the organism itself, whether connected or not with any ex-
ternal influence transcending space and time altogether.
Tor the present it is this internal mind only which we shall
consider, though in the outcome the evidence for a Divine
directive ﬁower is quite unavoidable. In any plant we may
see that the forming power (a) develops out of primary sub-
stance the“cells which, are to build up the future body; ﬂb)
%roups them into tissues and organs; (c) carries on the

unctions of nutrition and assimilation; (d) prepares the

reproductive cells which contain the essential form and func-

-tions of the species, in potentiality.

. As the cells which are the units of life grow by assimila-
tion and division, the dynamo-psychism must be cellular
also. It is a Force, and taking the fundamental distinction
hetween Matter and Energy as our guide, we are entitled
to conclude that the material cell is but the visible repre-
sentation of the (to us} invisible etherial cell. As the whole
plant is an organic cellular complex, so it must be the re-
presentation of an etherial cellular complex—the soul of the
plant, made up of all its cell-lives or cell-souls. Interior to
that complex, and directing it to the building up of the
complete adult form, is the Directive Idea, as inherent in the
etherial complex as Fnergy is inherent in Matter.

No entirely sane man can laok at a flower and honestly
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think it the result of a Ei)ure chance and chemical reactions.
One wonders whether Haeckel can ever have considered a
flower when he wrote: ‘“The peculiar phenomenon of con-
sciousness is not . . . a transcendental %:'oblem; it is
. . .. a physiological problem, and, as such, must be re-
duced to the phenomena of physics and chemistry’’ (“The
Riddle of the - Universe,”” p. 65, translated by Joseph
McCabe). If we Spiritualists are-derided for our supposed
“wish. to believe’” because we testify to what we have seen,
surely we are entitled to retort on the materialist school a
wish to disbelieve when they refuse to see anything which
does not agree with their theories.

There is, therefore, a soul-complex as well as the uncon-
scious cell-soul (admitted by Haeckel), in all forms of plant-
life, this soul-complex being informed by a unifying and
constructive idea which shows the highest forms of con-
structive intelligence, while remaining (as far as the plant is
concerned) entirely unconscious. If we ‘‘consider the lilies
how they grow,”” we shall find a clue to. the most difficult
problems of Nature and Life. : L.

In the animal, the organic complex which is the body,
has an entirely new set of functions co-ordinated to its
powers of locomotion in search of food; and these motor
powers involve the dawn of consciousness. The subconscious
mind, manifest as instinct, is of a higher and more complex
order than that of the plant whose nourishment has to be
brought to it. To all the constructive and functional ac-
tivities of the plant, these others are superadded. The
chemical and physical laws are still there, but_they are used
by the biological laws which are associated with the higher
development of the subconscious mind. That is to say, the
dynamo-psychism which we shall henceforward call the soul,
now shows the germ of a mental representation which is best
apprehended as a complex within the etherial complex, or
as a more complete organisation of this latter. It is a re-
presentation of the specific Idea of each form of life by a
new form of Energy, identical in nature with the organising
energy, but having more kinship with the Idea.

A special line of evolution has produced the insect. The
intuitive genius of antiquity, more truly scientific than the
materialistic science of the nineteenth century, saw in the
caterpillar, the chrysalis, and the winged insect, the ty
of human life. The larva is the crude material form, the
pupa or chrysalis is its disintegration, and the ‘‘imago’’—
the perfect insect—is the image or presentation of the com-
plete Idea, to which the previous changes have led up
through the gate of seeming death. In the insect the dynamo-
psychism has developed an unconscious mind which shows
the most wonderful and unerring instincts, almost devoid
of any trace of intelligence. It has no brain, but sets of
nerve-ganglia through which that unconscious mind acts,
producing a pure automaton. Dr. Geley has shown most con-
clusively that these instinfts cannot, by any gtretch of
reasoning, be referred to conscious acts become habitual and
transmitted from generation to generation. They are the
pure guidance of the unconscious mind.

In the higher animals brain development has allowed of
the partial replacement of instinct by conscious intelligence.
Their intellectual powers are of the same nature as the
human intelligence, though more limited in scope and more
restricted by instinct. The unconscious mind still has a
dominant part, knt experience has hegun, and as we observe
the rising scale we see consciousness progressively increas-
ing. though it has not corhe to self-consciousness.

The whole geologic record is marked by gradually increas-
ing consciousness. There is more consciousness in the rep-
tiles of the Lias than in the Silurian fishes. more still in the
Tertiary forms, and most of all in the highly complex forms
of the Quaternary epoch when Man appears on the scene.

Heanine By A Seirit Docror.—Those of our subscribers
who_are interested in the accounts which have been given
in TigaT of healing through the agency of a “spirit
doctor” (Dr. Beale), will be glad to learn of the testi-
mony a lady at Bridgend, a sufferer from exophthalmic
goitre, bears to the eflicacy of the treatment. he writes
that since she communicated with Mrs. A. Gibson her throat,
eyes, heart and nervous system have gradually become
normal. In fact her health, both physical and psychical, is
better than ever. ‘“Words,” she says, ‘“‘are powerless to
express all my gratitude.”’

“Tryte AND Error.”—A ConNTraDICTION.—We have
received a very neatly designed little pamphlet containin
a long tabular statement setting out the creeds or beliefs
of - different sects such as Christian Science, Russellism,
Mormonism, ete.  Amongst these is a statement of the
Spiritualistic creed. May we say once again—as we have
said so often before—that Spiritualism is a body of facts,
and that there is no ‘‘doctrine’’ which can be fastened on
those facts except the inference that spirits can and do
communicate with the living. The “leading teachers’® who
are said to proclaim these doctrines for us do so on their
own responsibility.  Will the compiler of the pamphlet,
which is called “Truth and Error,”” take note of this dis-
claimer? He could hardly have made the statement re-
garding Spiritualism if he had realised how many Spirit-
ualists there are who remain in their various Churches and
relizious communities after accepting our facts. They
could not do this if Spiritualism were a separate form of
religion,
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"THE CONAN DOYLE-McCABE DEBATE.

GrEAT AUDIENOE AT QUEEN’S HALL.

“iary interest was shown in the Public Debate

in t 's Hall, on the 11th inst., between Sir Arthur
Con (representing Spiritualism) and Mr. Joseph
Mect presenting the Rationalist Press Association).
Sir Marshall Hall, K.C., presided.

[ latform were a number of the supporters of
ean] ncluded amongst those supporting Sir Arthur
Con were :—

E . le, Viscount and Viscountess Molesworth, Sir
rx

.C., M.P., and Lady Wild, Sir George Keke-
wic Mijatovich, Mr. H. Withall and Mrs. Withall,
Mr. and Mrs. Gow, Rev. G. Vale Owen and Mrs.
Ow: s T. Powell and Mrs. Powell, Mrs. de Cres-

ig Sngholm, Rev. W. F. Geikie-Cobb, D.D., Rev.
a1 on, Mr, Ernest Oaten, Mr. and Mrs. Hewat
Mec s Scatcherd, Mr. E. P. Hewitt, K.C., and

Mr: Mr. Percy étreet, Mr. Leslie Curnow, Mrs.
Porcn, mrs. L. Boustead, Miss Estelle Stead, Miss Mc-
Creadie, Mr. and Mrs. Stanley de Brath, Mr. H. Ernest
Hunt, Mr. and Mrs. Horace Leaf, Mr. R. H. Yates, Mr.
W. j Vanstone, Rev. Walter ynn, Mrs. Humi)hreys
‘“Rita’’), Miss Nellie Tom-Gallon, Mr. Evan Powell, Mr.

arold Bayley, Mr. R. Boddington, Mr. C. T. Williams, Mr.
and Mrs. nelf, Mr. Leckie.

In view of the fact that a verbatim report of the pro-
ceedings is to be published, it is hardly necessary for us
to do more than give a general summary of the particular

oints of difference between Mr. McCabe and Sir Arthur
onan Doyle. These, for the most part, revolved round

. D. D. Home, the celebrated medium, who was described
in the wusual terms of opprobium by Mr. McCabe, and

ef Sir A. Conan Doyle, while reference was also
ma Crawford’s experiments, the latter being
%hl 1 by Mr. McCabe to be due to manipulations
y s toe!

whn opened the debate in a speech of
for ntly “declared chat Spivitualism “was
bor iled in fraud, nurtured in fraud, and it
wa 0 an alarnunf extent all over the world
on ormances.”” In support of this assertion
he | phenomena associated with D. D. Home
an idino. He descrihed Home’s levitation

fro to window as ‘‘one of the greatest picces of
trickery to be found in the whole Spiritualistic movement.”
He challenged Sir Arthur to give the names of ten uni-
versity professors within the last thirty years who were
advocates of Spiritualism,

8ir A. Conan Doyle said that he had studied all the evi-
dence regarding Spiritualistic phenomena, and had tried
to follow reason. The same force which hrought him from
orthodoxy into materialism had driven him out of mate-
rialism into Spiritualism. To Mr. McCabe’s challenge for

10 ? rofessors within the last 30 years who were
ad Sll))intuallsm, he offered a list of 160 people of
hiy ction, including 40 professors. He could not
div sediums into jet-black ones or snow-white ones.
Th k ones were hyenas, and no one denounced them
in stronépr terms than he did. But there were snow-white
ones. ir Arthur asserted, with emphasis: ““Our hands are
clean. We have done all we could to suppress this horrible

traffic.”’ He defended Home, and said that he called him
a pure white medium. He admitted that there wero some
mediums with the real power who, when that power failed
—and it was an intermittent force—were immoral enough to
fill up the ﬁap by fraud. .
. Sir Arthur went on to deal with a number of cases with-
in his own knowledge. It was imqossible to ignore the cumu-
lative evidence of these and similar experiences. Out of 72
cases of parents who had lost sons and whom he had sent
to the same medium six were failures, six were ‘‘half and
half,’’ and 60 were complete successes. There was nothing
vagie about the messages received, and names were given.
Sir Arthur gave an instance of how his own son came to him,
ut his heavy hand upon him, and told him that he was
appy. He had talked with his own brother, who told him

th * in a tongue he did not understand when talking
ab Those words were found to he the name of a
m amark, and, exclaimed Sir Arthur, “I swear
to lid not know there was a Spiritualist Society
in f Denmark.”” Only last week he heard of a
ca phenomena. He invited the editor of the
] t’’ to see the crystal in London, and Mr.
G written that he saw two or three visions suc-
ce ter and that there was no trickery, although
he » draw any deductions. .

be, replying, expressed himself dissatisfied
wi Conan Doyle’s answer to his challenge, inas-
m the ten names he read out two were not uni-
Ve essors, and three were not now and never had
be 1alists

ure,’’ sajd Sir  Arthur in_conclusion, ‘“Mr,
uld not have talked so lightly of this subject

M
if he had known, as I do, the consolation it has hrought to
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thousands. (Applause.) I am here to-night because I feel
deeply the absolute importance of irying to remove those
barriers between suffering humanity and this great know-
ledge. which is making its way but which ig still held back
by honest well-meaning men who cannct adapt their minds
to a hilosoﬁ)hy which 1s the ne%ation of all they have been
preaching their whole lives.”’ (Cheers.)

At the close there was no public discussion. A vote of
thanks to the cbairman wag proposed by Mr. McCabe, and
seconded by Sir A. Conan Doyle.

Sir Edwavd Marshall Hall, in a few felicitous words, ex-
pressed his interest in the proceedings, and his pleasure at
the tone which had characterised the debate.

Lerter vrrodM Sik A. CoNaN DoyLE.
Sir A. Conan Doyle writes : —

I have no desire to re-open the Queen’s Hall debate in
print, but as Mr. McCabe denied. certain facts I am bound
to show that they actually were facts.

The first point concerns the Professors who had, as I
stated, accepted our views, some limiting the acceptance to
the phenomena cnly, and some going the whole way with us.

Mr. McCabe challenged me to produce ten names. I pro-
duced 2 list which I said contained forty names. He, after
a casual examinalion, threw it down on the table with the
assertion that as far as he could see, it contained only ten
names, two of which were not professors. As a fact the list
contained forty-two names, and Mr. McCabe simply bluffed
the audience when he pretended there were only ten. The
names are:—

Great Britain.—-Professors Lodge,
Mayo, Challis, de Morgan, Henslow.

America.~—Professors William James, Elliott Coues, Den-
ton, Mapes, Hare, Hyslop, Hyde, Corson,

Continental.—T1ornebom (Sweden), Zollner, Carl du Prel,
Weber, Scheibner, Seiling (Germany), Grimard, Richet,
Reichel, Maxwell (France), Gigli, Chiaia (Naples), Schiapar-
elli (Miian), Brofferio (Milan), L.ombroso, Armicis, Ermacora,
Finizi, Pictet, Marghieri, Pio Ioa, Worro, Morselli, Geresa,
Falcomer, Sans Binito (Barcelona), Ochorowicz (Warsaw).

Crookes, Barrett,

These furnish forty-two names in which I have not in-
cluded men of science like Dr. Crawford, Myers, Russel
Wallace, Varley, and many more who do not happen to have
had posts in a lfniversity. Of course, the list is by no means
complete. :

On a second point of fact, Mr. McCabe questioned Lord
Lindsay’s account of Home’s levitation, and put forward the
supposition that Home stepped from balcony to balcony out-
side—so far as one could understand what his supposition
was, He quoted the beginning of Lord Lindsay’s statement,
but he suppressed the end, which surcly he must also have
read. It runs:—

“Lord Adarc then went into the uext room to look at
the window from which he had been carried. It was raised
about 18 inches, and he expressed his wonder how Mr.
Home had been taken through so narrow an aperture.
Home, still entranced, said, ‘I will show you.” Then with
his back to the window, he leaned back, and was shot out
of the aperture head first, with the body rigid, and then
returned quite quickly.”

How does this fit in with Mr. McCabe's theory of the
balcony?  As a fact there was no balcony.

Surely, I did not exaggerate when I said that the evi-
denco for this event was clearer than that for many of the
historical occurrences which all the world has agreed to
accept.

IN the allusion on e 85 to the symposium in ‘‘Pear-
son’s Weekly”’ we shoull:lalgmve included the name of the Rev.
C. L. Tweedale, of Weston Vicarage, Otley, Yorks., as one
of the contributors.

M. Auvperr’'s Meprumsmir.—In LiceT of the 6th inst.
appeared an account of M. Aubert, the French musician-
medium. Any readers who desire to learn more of M.
Aubert’s work are recommended to address their inquiries
not to this office, but to Mons. H. Daragon, at the Librairie
Frangaise, 10, Rue VFromentin, Paris.

To the question “What use to us on the earth plane is
the knowledge of the fact of spirit communication?’’ the
voung son of one of our correspondents st;‘lpplies in a clever
ittle essay tho following answer: ‘‘The first and foremost
use is that to those whose lives here have been what the
world calls failures it brings the hope of better things
hereafter. The next is that it brings comfort to those who
have lost any dear ones through the change called death.
Orthodox theology, far from doing this, only succeeds in
instilling into pcopfe’s hearts the dread of some awful, unjust
Being who, if displeased, will condemn them to an eternity
of unavailing regrets and anguish. And the third use is
that it encourages us to lead better, truer lives and to return
good for evil, thus promoting a condition of society, the
ostablishment  of which was the great aim of tho lile of
Jesus.”’ :
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SPIRITUALIST v. RATIONALIST.

The detached and philosophical observer of the re-
cent debate between Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (ex-Ra-
tionalist) and Mr. Joseph McCabe (ex-priest of the
Roman Catholic Church), on clearing away the mass
of conflicting side-issues, would, we imagine, soon
penetrate to the fundamental principles underlying the
debate. It was more than a contest between two op-
posing systems of thought. It was the age-long con-
flict of an old and settled order against a new and un-
settling one. The embattled forces of materialism and
conservatism outside the Church and in it are gathering
to resist the incursion of a new idea. Under the be-
wildering mass of details, more or less relevant, so
much is clearly apparent.

It has been described as a contest between Spiritu-
alism and Rationalism. So it was, in the smaller as-
pect. But the terms are to some extent inadequate as
covering the entire controversy. We have no quarrel
with Rationalism in its own sphere. We remember that
as a systen it has done and is still doing valuable and
important work. Primarily its function was to coun-
teract that *‘other-worldliness’ which was distracting
men’s minds from their responsibilities for the proper
ordering of the world in which they now live, a world
for the good government of which they are far more
responsible than they have even begun to realise. 1t
aimed to make an end of prayers and incantations as a
convenient substitute for sanitation and social reform,
It protested against the idea that the victims of poverty
and social injustice should be drugged into submission
to their lot by the promise of compensation in some
future life of which there was (as the Rationalists con-
sidered) no evidence whatever. Rationalism had an in-
tellectual function to fulfil, very necessary in the'evo-
lution of life, and in course of time it became a very
powerful and highly systematised body of thought. But
it was very far from being all-inclusive, and one especial
defect became increasingly evident as the years went
on. It failed to recognise that man does not live by in-
tellect alone.  As the Irench philosopher put it, the
heart has its reasons of which the reason knows no-
thing, und Rationalism—probably because it was a re-
action against the abuses of religious emotionalism—
carried too far its contempt for the affections. It de-
manded too much of humanity, and in its anxiety to
keep the attention of mankind fixed upon this world,
contemptuously discarded the idea of there being any
other. The balance had to be redressed, and accordingly
Spiritualism was called into being. It was a distinctly
batfling propoesition for the intellectualists, since for the
first time the attention of science was challenged with
something that appeared to it generally inchoate and
absurd, a kind of hybrid in which the intellect and the
emotions, the mind and the affections, were inextric-
obly mixed up together.

Certain of the belder scientists took up the study of
sdance phenomena, and were sooner or later brought,
or pushed, to the conclusion that the things they ex-
amined could not be kept within the field of laboratory
experiments, but connected themselves with the im-
pulses and affections of human beings in an unseen
world, the existence of which had been either questioned
or flatly denied by the general body of scientists. Here,
for example, is Dr. W. J. Crawiord’s latest testimony:
we received it a few days ago:—

I am satisfied iu my own mind, as the result of many
years' experience of the séance 10om, that the operating in-
telligences behind the phenomena are what they claim to be,
viz., ordinary human beirgs who have lost the physical body
and who are living in a world interpenetrating ours, but
FOt of it. That is to say, I am satisfied that survival is a
act.
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There are thousands of us who can say the same
thing as the result of that personal experience which
alone can make a man an authority on any subject.

Amongst the mildest descriptions we have heard of’
the Spiritual movement from its critics is that it is
“irrational.”  Of course it is. It has been well said
that all great popular movements are ‘‘irrational.’’ But
that is only when we take a narrow intellectual view of
them. They have a great inarticulate reason behind
them—the larger logic of necessity. And as Mr. Me-
Cabe and his compeers are discovering, we are nob
wholly irrational. We have a large body of reasoned
opinion behind us, which is able to give a particularly
good account of itself. _

We are not iz the slightest degree perturbed by the
ridicule and invective called forth by those aspects of
our subject which appear ludicrous, or are distorted into
ludicrous shapes by misrepresentation and mis-state-
ment. We are all very human; we have our foibles and
fallacies. Fven the Rationalist is not free from them,
as we could show if we were not so intent on keeping
our minds fixed on the central and essential things, and
refusing to be distracted by trivial details and' irrele-
vant side-issues. We have noted with some amusement,
by the way, that the Rationalist pays unconscious. tri-
Lute to his ¢wn humanity by becoming highly emo-
tional in his dialectics. We have seen wrath enough in
the diatribes of some of our opponents to furnish forth
sufficient 1aterial for a religious quarrel. Ira furor
brevis est, said the Principia of our school-days. It
is not rational to get so angry. And this is not a religious
quarrel, not even an ethical or philosophical dispute.
1t is a question of facts; the facts are on our side, and
the facts will win.

When the fact: have won, the Church will be
justified of one of its fundamental doctrines—there is a
life after death. It may not be exactly the kind of life
after death which the Church has in mind, but that we
can dismiss as a detail—the broad fact remains. We
have discovered that death is a biclogical change, not a
miraculous one; that the future life is a life  in
the order of Nature and not a supernatural state. That
is all.

>

ETHERIC UNION AND MYSTICAL MARRIAGE.

“Children of the Dawn,’” by 1. Katharine Bates (Kegan
Paul, 2/6 net). The keynote of this little book is given by
a quotation from a notice of ‘“Private Dowding’’ in the ‘Oc-
cult Review’’ for October, 1917 : —

“Physical birth and death (says the Messenger) are
not for ever. Generation and Dissolution, as known to you,
will be transformed and transfigured, Herein lieth a
mystery that cannot yet be unveiled. The road to its un-
veiling is the pathway of spotless purity.”

The idea turns on the indissoluble union of twinned and
complementary souls in the Unseen. It is, as will be obvi-
ous, deeply mystical in tone. The author says in a prefa-
tory Note:—

“Taken from the exoteric side alone, it sounds, no doubt
very mystic and occult; but taken from the scientific and
psychological side it is in_strict accordance with evolu-
tionary law:; and as a well-known scientist said to me long
ago, ‘In some such divection only can any further advance
in the Race be made on strictly evolutionary lines.’ These
insist that there shall be no gaps in the scheme, and that
any advance must be made by those who are functioning on
the same plane at the time.

“A.B. (1)-—C.D. (1) are affinities functioning on the
same plane in physical union.

“A.B. (2)--C.D. (2) are affinities functioning on the same
plane but in etheric union. In the latter case we must
suppose that the etheric bodies alone are primarily con-
cerned, and that these are tuned up to their own highest
development.”’

Practically, and from the point of view of the present
life, this means that true marriage is primarily the union of
souls. There have been many messages from the other side
to the effect that the greatest and most effective factor of
racial advance would be that marriages should be entered
upon with no motives but unselfish love. The fruit of such
marriages would be Children of the Dawn hecause they would
start on ecarth-life with the best pre-natal conditions and
post-natal. spiritial environment.

V.C.D.
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FROM THE LIGHTHOUSE WINDOW.

More than one writer describing the Queen’s Hall De-
bate remarks on the contradiction presented b‘y the speakers.
Thus, to quote the ‘“‘Pall Mall Gazette’’: ‘Bluff, big and
breezy, Sir Arthur fitted to perfection one’s conception of a
Materialist, while the slight figure and keen, incisive tones
of Mr. McCabe seemed to represent the opposite.”

* - » » »

Sir Edward Marshall Hall, K.C., made an ideal chair-
man, genial but judicial throughout. His closing remarks
were specially felicitous, and it was particularly noticed that
he expressed the view that the supporters of the opposing
debaters in the vast audience were about equally divided.
Times have changed indeed.

* - L * * ,

Mr. Von Bourg, whose clairvoyant work will be remem-
bered by many in this country, proposes to pay us a visit
from America.

L 2 - L Z .

The Bishop of Birmingham, the Right Rev. Dr. Russell
Wakefield, in the course of an article on ‘‘The Church and

iritualidm” in the “Sunday Express’” (March 14th), says:
“There is some feeling in the country that the Church has
somewhat neglected the duty of dealing with the question
of Spiritualism which is now agitating the public mind.
One reason why up to the present the Church authorities
have done little is that it is hoped to consider this question
at the Lambeth Conference next July.”

* - L Z »

The Bishop continues: ‘I should have hesitated to make
any utterance at the present moment on account of this
proposed comsideration of this matter but that the subject
1s so pressing that an unofficial and very plain utterance
may be helpful, if only by showing that this problem is not
outside our consideration.”’

L 2 * * *

Discussing the possibility of a mechanical instrument for
psychic communications, the Editor of the ‘“Two Worlds”
writes: ‘““Our experience has shown that a message received
through a table, planchette, or other such appliance is many
times more reliable and trustworthy when the article is
moved without human cortact than with it. Hence, there
must always be considered the amount of discount to be
allowed for- the medium’s habit of thought in computing the
actual value of automatic writings, etc. = We have found,
for instance, that with non-contact ({)henomena. it is almost
as easy_to obtain full names and addresses as to get mere
plat_,ltudes’, which is contrary to the usual mediumistic ex-
perience.’

- - * .

. The writer goes on: ‘“Some years ago we conducted a
series of experiments, in the presence of a strong physical
medium, with planchette. 'The instrument, with a book
upon it to aﬁlve weight, was placed upon a large pad (like a
blotting pad), and the sitters joined hands round—no hand
being within three feet of planchette. Rapidly and firmly
the Instrument was moved in full light, and scores of auto-
%raph signatures of deceased persons were thus obtained.
he amount of evidence of identity obtained in a few
sittings was enormous.”

* . - -

In this connection it is interesting to note in ‘‘Reason’
(Los Angeles) that Dr. P. 8. Haley, of 2951, Fillimore Street,
San Francisco, is said to have evolved a number of devices
to facilitate séance work. Among them are a supersensitive
apparatus for hearing raps and a supersensitive trumpet for
detecting spirit music and whispers.

* * - *

. Mrs, M. Hopper (Walkerville-on-Tyne) calls our atten-
tion to some prophecies in a book called ‘““The Healing
Heart,””"in which it is stated that in 1914 there would be
‘“a great downrush of spirit power and life, also a mighty
rising like a tidal wave. The two forces will meet in the
unseen world and will cause a great breaking up of former
things.””  Further, it is foretold that ‘‘great power will be
given to man when he is ready to receive it-—a power capable
of transmuting, evil foroes into beneficent intelligences.’’
We do not know the book, although we recall that Miss 15.
P. Prentice quoted these and other passages from it in
LigoT some years ago in a letter to whicﬁ Mrs. Hopper

refers.
* * * *

Psychic phenomena and séances find a place in almost
every magazine we open. The other day we picked up
“The English Review”’ for March, and at once came upon
a striking sborylaty Gerald Cumberland, the clever author of
“Set Down in Malice,” which suggests the emotions that
would be felt by a spirit manifesting at a séance who not
only is mot recognised but is feared and scouted hy the
sitters as a deceiver and an agent of the Kvil One. = The
story also contains a vague hint at reincarnation.
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In the “8Sketch’ (March 10th) are reproduced two of the
striking spirit pictures (already referred to in IaemT) by
“Candida’ (Miss Hargrave Martin), and now on exhibition
at the Suffolk Street Galleries.

- .

Sadhu Sundar Singh, the Sikh Christian preacher, who
is.now on a visit to England, and is staying with the dowley
Fathers in Westininster, is described by the ‘‘Westminster
Gazette’’ as ‘‘the nearest approach in the flesh to the best
pictures of Jesus.” His smile is said to irradiate a strong
and grave Bagstern face. He dresses in the garb of an Indian
ascetic. All he carries with him in his journeys here are a
Bible and a blanket. .

The ‘“Weekly Dispatch’’ (March 13th) publishes a letter
from ‘“‘an Army officer of field rank,” whose reliability, the
newspaper says, is unquestioned, wherein an account of the
work of a psychic is given. The writer of the letter says, “1
met a few days ago a naval officer who mentioned, quite
casually, that he was engaged the following afternoon, as
he was going to sec his fortune-teller. ‘Fortune-teller,” I
said, ‘how riﬁiculousl’ ‘Well,’ he replied, ‘You may think it
ridiculous. So did I; but sheer convenience drives me to
it. During the war we never knew how long we should be
at sea. Sometimes a cruise would last a week, sometimes a
year. It was impossible to make any arrangements for leave.
I was bemoaning this to a friend, who advised me to see
Mrs. X., the fortune-teller. I laugiled at the idea, but later
thought it worth while to consult Mrs. X. After my first
visit I never failed to call on her when in England. On
every occasion she told me when my ship would next reach
home and—more remarkable—when the ship would next
leave port. Consequently telegraphed orders to rejoin ship
never came unexpectedly to me.’ ”’

* » * *

My. J. D. Beresford in the ‘“Westminster Gazette’’
(March 13th) publishes the second and concluding article of
his series devoted to ‘“The Crux of Psychical Research.” In
the first article he considered the evidence supplied in the
last ‘‘Proceedings’’ of the Society for Psychical Research
(which has been noticed in our pages), devoted to investiga-
tions by Lady Troubridge and Miss Radclyffe-Hall, in a long
series of sittings with Mrs. Osborne Leonard.

»* >

. *

» »

Mr. Beresford writes:—‘“The crux that I visualize most
clearly in this connection is the acceptance or refusal of the
theory of telepathy from the living, as an explanation of
all the problems presented by the strange phenomena of au-
tomatism and trance messages from putative spirits.”” He
adds, ‘“Personally, I feel that the theory of telepathy has
been strained to the breaking point in this connection.”

* - * *

In his last article, Mr. Beresford essays a highly inter-
esting explanation intended ‘to indicate on broad lines the
possibility of reconciling some of the more glaring discrep-
ancies in the results obtained by psychical research in this
field, and to provide thereby a working hypothesis for future
investigators.” He says in conclusion, “I feel very strongly
that so far little attempt has been made to deduce the con-
ditions of the spirit immediately after death by a logical pro-
cess founded on the recent discoveries of practical psycho-
logy; and I see no reason why that deduction should not
be attempted, and checked by such material as that {;ro-
vided by the number of the ‘Proceedings’ referred to in these
two articles. I firmly believe that the results of such an
essay would be extraordinarily illuminating.”’

* * -

*

The “Pall Mall Gazette's’’ special ocorrespondent who
supplied an excellent  descriptive account of the great
Conan Doyle-McCabe Debate, has an intimation of some
interest at the close of his article.

-* * - -

He says that g movement is afoot to bring into exis-
tence an organisation which will promote discussion between
those who admit the actuality of the phenomena but differ
as to the probable causes. It sounds like a scheme for a
psychic deEating club.

»

- » *
Meetings next week : —
Sunday : —
Miss Maud MacCarthy, 81, Lansdowne-road, 8 p.m.
Tuesday : —

Mys. Cannock, I..S.A., 8 p.m.

Miss I'. Morse, Stead Bureau, 7 p.m.

Mr. H. J. Osborn, 6, Queen Square, 7.30 p.m.
Wednesday : —

Mrs. S. Rverett, Delphic Club, 5 p.m.
Thursday : —

Miss Phillimore, 1..S.A., 7.30 p.m.

Miss McCreadie, Stead Bureau, 3.30 p.m.
Triday ;- -

Mrs. Wallis, L.8S.A., 4 pm

Miss Scatcherd, Defphlc Club, 5 p.m.
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A CIRCLET OF OCCULT GEMS.

Mr. A. P. SiNNETT’s CoLLEOTED Essays.”

Reviewep BY Euas T. Powern, LL.B., D.Se.

It is not easy to review the work of a veteran fellow-
student, especially when he is thirty years your senior and
you have the honour of knowing him well. In this instance,
however, the review can only take the form of warm and
cordial appreciation. Mr. Sinnett is one of the leaders of

Theosophy, I am not a Theosophist, though I have often
addressed Theosophical audiences. n that very fact lies
significance. Twenty years ago Theosophy and Spiritualism

were almost at each other’s throats. To-day they are draw-
ing more and more together, as Mr. Sinnett himself testifies
in more than one eloquent passage. Tor instance (p. 31):—

Later developments of occult science enable us to
appreciate both the value and limitations of Spiritualism.
The mediumship on which it relies is better understood
now than at first. Physical phenomena are brought about
when certain invisible factors in the medium’s constitution
can be withdrawn for use by elemental agency. Messages
come through when certain organs in the medium’s body
respond to subtle vibrations that most people fail to per-
ceive. But the medium in either case is a passive instru-
ment in the hands of invisible operators, and these are of
all varieties. That accounts for the nonsense that often
discredits the method. The lower regions of the next world
swarm with the (morally and intellectually) lower classes of
humanity dying constantly by thousands, and (for a time
at all events) remaining as unintelligent as they were in
life. Their influences and messages are ignoble and stupid,
but even then they serve their purpose. They show us in
touch with another plane of existence, And meanwhile
more enlightened inhabitants of that plane also communi-
cate, as the literature of Spiritualism shows.

And, except for the final allusion to re-incarnation, I
doubt if Spiritualism’s basic facts and principles have ever
been more aptly and felicitously expressed than in this
passage (pp. 34-35):—

Without plunging into metaphysics in the direction of
Berkeley, it 1s obvious that the reality of matter for us is
due to the appeal it makes to our senses. KEven on this
plane some kinds of matter—most gases—make no appeal
to the sense of sight, but we know of them by means of
other senses, other avenues to consciousness. But most of
us have no senses through which astral matter can affect
our consciousness. Many, however, have, and that is the
whole secret of ‘‘clairvoyance,’”’ the actuality of which, as a
faculty in some people, is no longer the subject of any sane
denial.  Clairvoyants can in some cases see the forms in
which astral life 1s expressed. . _ All this is not guess-
work or metaphysical speculation. It is the definite result
of observation as scientific in its character as that con-
cerned with astronomy or spectroscopic analysis. And the
final result is that we are now in a position to know that
when we look up into the sky and see nothing between us
and the stars, we are really looking through a realm as
rich in detail as the landscape we can see on a fine day
from a mountain top. This region is inhabited by myriads
of the human family, amongst them many we have loved
and lost and will rejoin in due time, pending, at a far
remoter date, our return together to this laborious nether
world in which we have to work for any grand results above
that may crown our ultimate endeavours.

Reincarnation, both from the apologetic and the elucida-
tory points of view, naturally ﬁl}l)s a large space on Mr.
Sinnett’s canvas, With him it is not only a theory, but a
demonstrated fact. Among Theosophists many reincarnate
identities are regarded as ‘positively known—Tennyson, for
instance, as the fourth incarnation of the poet kmown in
three previous lives as Virgil, Omar Khayyam, and Spenser.
The subject is far too large to be discussed within the limits
of a review. As an example of Mr. Sinnett’s apologetics,
take this, with reference to the supposed objection to re-
incarnation as involving the imprisonment of a highly
developed spirit intelligence in the form of an infant just
entering upon terrestrial life:—

There is so little of the real Ego in the new child up
to seven years of age that, if it dies within that time,
the trace of consciousness 1t has been expressing simply
reverts to the Higher Self, who makes another attempt a
little later on and begins to animate a new form, not in-
frequently in the same family as the first. The mother’s
pretty belief that a later child is her first baby restored
2;4.\ lz;ar)is often the outcome of a literal scientific itruth.
p. 40.

. .. Mutatis mutandis, the process of incarnation as
described above with reference to a well-developed Ego is
Rphcable also to people at intervening sta((:ies of growth.
The return to physical life is never attended by incon-
veniently premature consciousness in the new body. Or
this broad rule is only in rare cases partially infringed.

* “Collected Fruits of Occult Teaching,” by A. P.
Sinnerr  (Wisher Unwin, 15/-  net). “Tennyson an
Occultist,” by A. P. SINNETT (Theosophical Publishing House,
2/6 paper; 5/- cloth).
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Here and there, for example, yo children have been
known to show musical talent at a ridiculously early age.
In such cases the Ego of the great musician in.the back-
%ound is so eager to express itself on the physical plane
that it cannot wait till the new instrument is properly
tuned for the task, ~But even Mozarts who play the
piano at six are not all there. (p. 41.)

This js powerfully and convincingly fut, ‘and (as I have
repeatedly said on the platform in reply fo questions) the
theory of re-incarnation, in certain aspects, and with certain
limitations, makes a2 more and more powerful appeal to my
intellect as the years go on.  If, however, the reader cannot
follow Mr. Sinnett there, he will be constrained to de so
when he comes to the chapter on Tennyson as an Occultist.
This has all the finality, all the irresistible force, of a
Euclidean proposition. Tn his early days Tennyson was no
more ready with his message than was the world mature for
its reception, but by the close of his career there had been
mighty changes both in the poet and his audience : —

But the world was not ripe in the year 1826 for the gift
of any detailed information concerning the actual con-
stitution of the Divine Hierarchy, with its varied levels of
dignity and power and intricate encies. In 1892
towards the close of the great poet’s life, conditions had
changed in a very remarkable degree. And the flashes of
inspiration to which Tennyson lent himself then became
wonderfully distinct. A few verses to be found in the
volume published in that year, and entitled “By An
Et]ri)lutiomst,” are deeply suggestive. We read as
ollows : —

““The Lord let the house of a brute to the soul of a man,
And the man said, ‘Am I your debtor?’
And the Lord—‘Not yet: but make it as clean as you can,
And then I will let you a better.’ ”’

Occult students will recognise in these few lines a flood
of significant allusion. The words alone may have no deep
meaning for readers unfamiliar with the great principles
hinted at, but for those who know more they are ric
significant, They include, to begin with, the funda-
mental idea that humanity is evolved from humbler animal
life, and beyond this they recognise the method of that
evolution—the transfer of Consciousness from. Lower to
Higher Vehicles as the consequence of its own craving for
the higher. They recognise more than that, indeed, a
deep and supremely important idea concernir? the nature
of consciousness.  This is one of the latest developments
of advanced occult teaching. Consciousness—that supreme
mystery that baffles all physiological research—is uniform
in its character throughout all manifestations of life. There
is only one kind of consciousness; that of human beings
and of the animal creation is the same throughout. ui%s
effective value depends on the vehicle in which it is work-
ing. In the body of an animal it is subject to extreme
limitations. In the body of a man it has greatly expanded
capacities. In the vehicles of-consciousness belonging to
higher planes it finds these capacities again expanded to
-an extent which ordinary humanity, at the average stage
reached in this world at the present time, cannot even
grasp in imagination. At every stage of the process the
same law works. Any given volume of consciousness
within any %:Yen vehicle, gradually becoming an indivi.
duality, establishes a claim on Nature for an improved
vehicle, tﬁ' making the best possible use of the one it has
got. ‘““Make it as clean as you can, and then I will let
you a better.”” (p. 83.)

Whether this is true or rot (and of its truth I have not
the slightest doubt myself) it i1s a perfect masterpiece of
Iucid exposition, calculated to make the reader ~wonder
whether it would be possible to express, with §reater clarit
of literary force, ideas at once so exulted and so profound.
And the whole doctrine of redemption by re-incarnation (for
that is what it comes®to) is expressed in another Tennyson
verse which is quoted a few pages further on:—

“ T have climb’d to the snows of Age, and I gaze at a field
in the Past,
Where I sank with the body at times in the sloughs of
a low desire, ]
But I 1hear no yelp of the beast, and the Man is quiet at

ast .
As he stands on the heights of his life with a glimpse of
a height that is higher.”

I do not think Mr. H. G. Wells is suspect of any sympathy

either with Spiritualism as we understand it or with occultism

in the wider sense. And yet, while I was penning these
lines I found this passauge at p. 232 of his “Ouﬁine of
History,” now being issued by Newnes’s:—

It is barely a matter of seventy gemerations between
ourselves and Alexander [the Great], and between ourselves
and the savage hunters, our ancestors, who charred their
food in the embers or ate it raw, intervene some four o
five hundred generations. There is not much scope for the
modification of a species in four or five hundreg enera.
tions.  Make men and women only sufficiently jealous or
fearful or drunken or angry, and. the hot red eyes of the
cave man will glare out at us to-day.

All the differenco between Tennyson and Mr. Sinnett, o1
the one hand, and H. G. Wells on the other, is that Tennysor
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and his commentator carry wus forward, in imagination,
another thousand generations, and then invite us to a retro-
spect, while H. G. Wells turns back his gaze from 1920 only.

Space and time only permit the culling of these three
or four gems from the ‘“Collected Fruits of Occult Teachinﬁ.”
The Tennyson thesis has been expanded by the accomplished
author in “Tennyson an Occultist.”” Of many other en-
trancing chapters the Spiritualist reader will turn in special
eagerness, no.doubt, to those on ‘‘The Pyramids and Stone-
henge,’’ on ‘“Imprisoned in the Five Senses,”’ on the *‘Super-
Physical Laws of ‘Nature,” and on ‘“The World’s Place in
the Universe.”’” They are all written with the charm of
style and depth of knowledge which characterise the entire
book, all bejewelled with sentences, reflections, inferences,
which will make the nuclei of hours of ennobling and educa-
tive thought. The loftiest height of spiritual advance
within our range ig symbolised by purple rays; and this hook
is worthy of its purple cover.

EVOLUTION IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS.

By ALFRep KENNION.

. 8ir Arthur. Conan Doyle, Sir Oliver Lodge, and others
are doing most valuable work in preparing the minds of a
Jarge portion of the public for a truer understanding of the
New Testament and of its central figure, the Master Jesus,
and this may be instrumental in bringing about the greatest
spiritual revival in the history of the world. .

There are, however, one or two points which seem in
danger of being overlooked by the zealous pioneers of
religious reform. To begin with, each and every religious
belief is of real benefit to its holder in exact proportion as
it influences him for good and serves as a guide and a com-
fort to him in his daily life. Everyone is entitled to his own
belief, and that individual is to be congratulated who has
some real belief to solace and strengthen him, But there
are hosts of people who are not tightly wedded to any par-
ticular theological creed, and many of these would joyfully
accept a modification of one or other of the existing forms of
belief which, while perhaps even more exacting in its insis-
tence on the necessity for the living of a life based on the
teachings of the Master. does not. demand from its followers
a blind adherence to articles of faith to which their reason
cannot subscribe.

In addition to these medified forms of existing religions,
there is amile scope for the foundation of a mnew Church
which shall be free from some of the glaring defects to be
found in the present ones, and which shall have for its
object the evolution (or conversion) of the race through the
teachings of the Master. Attention is even now being given
to such a Church.

There exist grave doubts as to the advisability of
exciting what is In many cases mere vulgar curiosity by
the production of psychic phenomena of a low order. Many
are thus induced to taml[;er with forces about which too little
is as yet known, and their evolution may thus be retarded
instead of advanced. Is it not reasonable to infer that
the injunction to ‘‘prove the spirits’’ was originally given
to the small body of faithful followers of the Master, earnest
in their desire to live up to the standard set by Him, and
not to a restless, novelty-seeking public? What have the
ministers of any existing creed to offer to their flocks by
way of proof that they possess (as many of them undoubtedly
do) -.at increase of spiritual power which alone can be
secured by increased spirituality of life? They may exhibit
many or all of the fruits of the Spirit. but what about the
gifts of that same Spirit? Healing of the sick, prophecy,
clairvoyance, etc., are no longer in evidence. Why is this?
The Divine power is as great as ever: spirituality in men
and women through which it may manifest, is not lacking,
but, alas! when symptoms are given of the possession of such
gifts, they are promptly repressed, and their source perhaps
attributed to the Evil One.

For centuries we have wandered from the path. and we

must needs retrace our steps to the point at which we left -

it, but when once the fact is realised the remedy lies in our
own hands and should be applied without delay. Let every
sincere Christian of every denomination, clergy and laity
alike, make special prayer for Divine guidance on the
following points: (1) To enable him to realise the possession
of such gifts of the Sﬁlrlt (not spirits) as he may be endowed
with, and (2) as to the best means by which such gifts may
be made manifest through him and how he may co-operate
towards that end. A vast outﬁouring of spiritual teaching
may thus be expected through channels whicn have long been
closed to its passage.

. Let us not lose sight of the fact, however, that the exer-
cise of spiritual gifts will make no small demand upon their
{vossqssoz:, involving complete surrender of his will to the

nfinite in perfect trust; the radiating of Divine Love on all
mankind ; and the being and doing every minute of every day
the very best of which he is capable in the position of life
in which he may at the moment find himself. His measure
of success in this will depend on the closeness of his com-
munion with the Source of all power.

. Spiritualism is not in itself a religion. The human race
is pmerely being reminded, ‘lest we forget’”’ that we are
spirits, equipped with bodies through which to manifest. The
Spiritualistic movement serves as the ante-room of a new

LIGHT. 95

science, Spiritual Science, some of the truths of which we
shall do well to realiss. But while estimating at their full
value such phenomena as may be presented to us, we should
keep constantly before us the fact that it is as (fangerous—
perhaps more so—for the average individual, uninstructed in
such matters, to dabble in the phenomena of spiritual
science as it would be in physical science for such an
individual to tamper with a power line, or endeavour to taste
the contents of a chemist’s shoE.

To use a wireless simile, each individual is equipped with
an instrument which is capable of responding to and being
heard at the great central power station, if it 1s tuned aright
and the power available is properly utilised. This does not
prevent, but rather facilitates sympathetic communication
with as 1arge a number of smaller plants, however distant, as
there is plenty of reserve power. All can call on the central
power station with the certainty that they will be heard, but
those who are not in tune with it and rely on their own power
only, will find that the reply will come in too feeble a form to
be intelligible in the babel of clamour to which they prefer to
kee& their instruments attuned.

eader, the choice is with you.

“SURVIVAL AND ITS SEQUEL.”

Madame de Steiger addresses two questions to me on page
71, to which I beg to he allowed to reply.

Reincarnation is certainly, as she says, ‘“‘a fact in na-
ture.”  The molecules of physical matter which become in-
corporated into the organisms of spirit entities when incar-
nating in this external world have undoubtedly formed part
previously of many organisms, both animal and subsequently
probably human organisms, and have consequently shared in
their lives.

The contact of matter with spirit which thus occurs
accentuates the evolution of the atoms of matter and of the
‘“World-Soul,”” as it must be rememhered that the physical,
objective atoms carry a subjective or psychical principle,
which in their aggregate constituto the ‘“World-Soul.”’

But that domain pertains to the not-self, which is used
by the Infinite-Self in the self-manifestation of its finite-
selves, as is demonstrated by the fact that their bodies are
left behind and return to the earth, when the spirit-selves
indraw from them, to ascend inwards, on their circuit of
becoming, into higher modes of being.

The not-self is complemental, but subordinate, to the
Self. So the faws pertaining to the not-self are not identical
with those pertaining to the Self, or Spirit, which is self-
determining. Therefore, it does not #ol]ow that because
“reincarnation is a fact of mnature,”’ it also applies to
spirit-entities. 'That would bo making the transcendent sub-
ject to its subordinate.

The becoming of finite spirit-entities or selves proceeds
in a continuous process or circuit which is ever progressive,
with no recession or retrogression in its course. ey des-
cend outwards frem the centre to the circumference, and
thence, continuing their circuit, reascend inwards to their
source, i.e., the centre, becoming ‘‘made in the image of
their makers,”” in the course of their circuit. This process
has been outlined on pages 366 and 383 in November last.

As to the sccond question—what should be the steps
students should take to advance beyond the point of having
accepted the fact of a continuous life after death?—I am
aware that there are schools which teach that man can
force the pace, by following certain processes, and have
myself probed some of them. But I disagree with the con-
ception that the door leading into transcendent stdtes can
be forced from without, or efforts exerted from subor-
dinate states. Growth occurs frcm the centre to the circum-
ference and not conversely. My only counsel is: to en-
deavour to work in unison and co-operate with the spiritual
laws that govern the Universe, and seek the attainment of
knowledge with regard thereto, not for personal use or ag-
grandisement, but for the use and advantage of all. j
QUuAESTOR VITA.

We have just learned of the death of Miss Emma Wardlaw
Best, of the Moyenne Seychelles, an old reader of ILiear and
well-known in social reform movements in london in the
eighties and nineties of last century.

Trr ScEoorn ov THE MYSTERIES.-—An interesting an-
nouncement appears in our advertising columns regarding
the School of the Mysteries, associated with which are Miss
Maud MacCarthy, Mvr. Horace Wooller, Mr. John Foulds,
and Mr. ¥. Bligh Bond. Particulars of the School are to
be obtained fromn the Hon. Secretary, at 81, Lansdowne-
rcad, Holland Park, W.11.

EprsTeIN’s “CHRIST.”’—A correspondent who has been
to the Leicester Galleries to see Kpstein’s “Christ,”’ gives
her opinion in these words:- -*‘The figure attracts in a curi-
ous manner. One sees a reformer, a mystic, and a martyr
all in one. The mouth seems to suggest stubbornness and
resentment, more than suffering, and the wounded hand
upheld for inspection does not excite emotions of compassion;
the hand seems to warn away rather than beckon one nearer
Christ. Call this figure Mystic, Martyr, Reformer, but not
Christ. There is nothing suggestive of Divinity about it—
and it pains,”
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THE MAKING OF A NEW PSYCHOLOGY.*

It would be a massive mistake for Spiritualists to con-
clude that this book is of only minor importance as propa-
ganda material, merely because Spiritualism occupies a
subordinate position in its admirable pages. On the con-
trary, it is an invaluable contribution to the science of
Spiritualism, finely fitted to bring the higher orders of
sceptics and agnostics to a knowledge of the truth. The
very characteristic of the volume that might mislead the
Spiritualistic reader with regard to its place in his library is
one eminently qualifying for distinction there. The
potency of gradation in method as a means of comparatively
easy attainment of difficult, even of seemingly 1mpossible
ends, is in this work well illustrated—whether as deliberate
gsycflologieal art or fortuitous fact matters little. 1In the

evelopment of muscular power, manual dexterity, or in-
tellectual fitness, the law of acquisition by scientific gradation
is the same.

Faithful to the method of science—procedure gradually
from the simple to the complex, from the re]ative%y known
to the unknown—the author, after preliminary chapters on
Methods Right and Wrong, Observation, Experimenf, the
Role of the Hypothesis, goes on to consider our Tatent
Psychic  TFaculties, Hypnotism, Suggestion, Animal
Magnetism, “Diapsychism’’ (occult communication of
thought), ~ Clairvoyance (or Metagony), Spiritism and
“Crylpto({)sychism.” The new terms employed are legiti-
mately derived, are efficient, and appear to be coming into
general use.
evolve.

Dr. Boirac’s mentality is of a rare kind—that of the true
thinker both born and made. The reading of his Intro-
duction is an intellectual delight. TFurther on in the book
its earnest readers may have a little occasional trouble
respecting some differentiations of importance; as, for
instance, concerning experimentation and experiment,
Chapters III. and IV.

his_comes of terminological attempts to meet exquisite
accuracies of observation and comparison. The psychical
sciences being at once so new and complex, as yet hardly
organised, research is naturally more conspicuous in them
than schematic knowledge. The precise aim of the volume
is to justify the existence of these sciences, by showing that
the objects of their researches really belong to the world of
realities.  As regards terminology, which matters much
more than many people suppose, the author quotes Condillac’s
aphorism : “All errors, without exaggeration, proceed from
the babit of using certain words before determining their
proper signification, or even before having felt the need of
it.”” This reminds us of what Berkeley said about words as
the source of all error in thinking. For luminous illustra-
tions the reader is ‘referred to the Introduction of ‘The
Psychology of the Ifuture.’”” There he will find the con-
troversies of the schools of Nancy and of Salpétriere upon
the nature of suggestion and hypnotism reduced to clear
concepts, ready for scientific integration in a sound system
of knowledge.

A felicitous terminology may eventually

“In current language, the word ‘suggestion’ designates
a very simple and banal fact which, from the psycho-
logical point of view, is reduced to an association of ideas.
To use it to designate an entirely different and less
ordinary fact, in which the customary laws of thought and
action appear momentarily upse oes this not give the
impression, Prior to all examination, that the two- facts
are identical in reality?  Similarly. when Braid coined
the word hypnotism to designate a certain state in which
human beings can be placed by means of certain pro-
cesses, he asserted that this state was of the same nature
as sleep. It is wholly a theory which is insinuated by this
word, no less misleading than- the word suggestion; and
unless we were put on our guard we should be dragged
into endless discussions such as were instigated by the
schaols of Charcot, Liébault and Bernheim.”

. Even more suggestive, in the ordinary literary significa-
tion of the word, are our author’s remarks upon the term
‘“‘animal magnetism,” “introduced by Mesmer and his
disciples to designate a whole ensemble of parapsychical
facts, irreducible by hypothesis to the facts of suggestion
and hypnotism, notwithstanding their analogies,” and
“responsible for a_great part of the repugnance which
scientists still manifest toward it.””  ““This term not only
designates a certain order of facts: it implies at the same
time an Ily(Fothesls, it prejudges the explanation of these
facts. And as a result, all those to whom this hypothesis is
repugnant, all those who find the explanation inadmissible,
reject the facts themselves and refuse to study them.’” This
is excellent practical psychology. Of profound import is
the following: ‘It is impossible for anyone to anticipate
what useful applications may result from the discovery of
a truth which, at first sight, may appear thoroughly sterile
in practical possibilities. The scientist who would aim
systematically at the practical instead of first aiming at the
real, would inevitably miss the real and the useful.”” Truly

* “The Psychology of the Future,” by Emile Boirae, late
Rector of the Academy of Dijon. Kegan Paul, Trench,
Trubner and Co., price 10/6 net,
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a fine example ‘of the typioa.lliy French way of thinking.
Every student of modern psychology should become familiar
with “The Psychology of the Future.”’ ' w. B P

VOX ET PRATEREA NIHIL.

By tHE REev. Dr. GBIRIE-COBB.

It was a livelv but barren debate which took place at
the Queen’s FEall, on March 11th, betwezn Mr. Joseph
McCabe, representing the Rationalist Press Association,
and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, on the subject of ‘“The Trnth
of Spiritualism.’” Mr. McCabe was the attacking party.
The debate turned out té be a mere parade, because the
attack was ditected to the wrong objective. The charge
made was that Spiritualism was nothing but a system of
credulity based on fraud Had the fraud been omitted, as
it aught to have been, and credulity alone hronght into the
action, a far heiter case might have been made out by an;-
body posscssed of the acumen and debating pewer which
Mr. McCabe possesses. .

To say that Spiritualistu can be disposed of by proving
that D. D. Home and Fusapia Palladino were tricksters, is
to show oneself incompetent to do more than play with.
the etceteras of the -subject. To say that Miss Goligher used
her leg as a cantilever to move the table is to admit that
Dr. Crawford’s book has been read carelessly. To argue
that the phenomena of ectoplasm are produced by the me-
dium swallowing various articles, and then regurgitatinﬁ
them is an affront to rationalism. To pick out one or two wea

oints in a book of your opponent's is good policy but bad
ogic. .

On the whole, Mr. McCabe must have disappointed
many more people beside the present writer. He was cap-
able of bringing a highly-trained mind and meticulous
knowledge to bear on the real difficulties under which
Spiritualism suffers. Instead of doing this, however, he
took the trees and missed the wood; made good debating
points which were otherwise futile, and left the really salient
features of Spiritualism unnoticed. Everybody who has
approached the subject knows that its real difficulties are
metaphysical and psychological; yet Mr. McCabe did not
touch metaphysic or psychology with the tip of his little
finger. The reason appears to be that he is obsessed with
the delusion that fraud is the sufficient explanation of
Spiritualism. Traud there has been, no doubt, but it has
exorcised no appreciable influence on the progress of the
Spiritualistic movement. Credulity has played a far greater
part, but yet, over and above both, facts of observation re-
peatedly occurring and severely tested have justified the
main beliefs of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and his colleagues.

Mr. McCabe was badly advised, therefore, in seeking to
discredit the phenomena as facts.  That they are there the
merest tyro knows; what they mean is the real problem we
have to solve, and of that problem Mr. McCabe seems to
have no inkling. And the reason of this want may well be
that something more is required by this problem than
knowledge of the laws of evidence. Some practical experi-
ence of dealings with the subject-matter in debate is neces-
sary for the ascertaining of truth. Even in the law courts,
where, if anywhere, the laws of evidence are well under-
stood, a barrister with scientific training in chemistry is
engaged where a_case iinvolving chemistry is before the
Court. And surely anybodv who seeks to rebut the evi-
dence brought forward by S%iritualists. should have first
qualified himself for his task by experimental work. This,
Mr. McCabe does not seem to have felt to be necessary.
Hence his quickness in debate is delightful to watch, but
useless as a guide to truth, and though the very honesty
of his opponent gave him certain niggling points from
which he scored, his very success in scoring these debarred
him from all broad and comprehensive treatment of a sub-
ject of whose importance he seemed indoed to be unaware.

To uso a military distinction, Mr. McCabe is an excel-
lent tactician, but a bad strategist, and hence (as Hume
said of ﬁBerkefe,v) his arguments admitted of no answer, but
produced no_conviction He succeeded here and there_in
scoring a point, but for that very reason he failed in dis-
crediting Spiritualism as a whole, as a long-drawn out and
carnest attempt to find out whether the flaming boundaries
of the world, as our forefathers knew it, can be and ouglht
to be transcended. And, after all, that is what really
matters. It was a curious ignoratio elenchi which was fallen
into when Mr. McCabe, in his peroration, bade us devote
ourselves to making the best of the world we know, for the
question at issue was what is contained in_the world of ex-
verience; and whether we are or are not deceived when wé
judge that Spiritualism promises to take us over the boun-
daries of the known and to add new regions to our posses-
s10118. : :

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle spoke throughout with dignity,
honesty, earnestness and knowledge, and if his opponent"
was here and there formally right, the material honours of
the ficht were with Sir Arthur, and we predict that the in-
tellectual spoils will go' to the cause of Spiritualisin, not to
that of the narrow Rationalism, shorn of imagination, sym--
pathy, and vision, which took the field in shining armour
with Mr. McCahe as its fugleman, , s
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TO-MORROW'S SOCIETY MEETINGS.

These notices are confined to ts of tings on the ing
8unday, with the addition only of other engagements in the same
week. They are charged at the rate of 1s. for two lines (Including the
name of the soclety) and 8d. for every additional line,

- v v

Spiritualist Association, Ltd., Steinway Hall,

Loy -street, TW.1.—Mr. Percy Street. March
28tl T. Powell

! Spiritual Mission, 13, Pembridge Place, W .2.
—1 st Hunt; 6.30, Mrs. Charnley. Monday,
Tue ‘ednesday, 22nd, 23rd, and 24th, Mrs. Charn-

ley.

Church of the Spirit, Windsor-road, Denmark Hill, S.E.—
11, Mrs. C. O. Hadley; 6.30, Mr. Nickels, of Luton.

e *  —The Priory, Ifiglz-street.-6.30, Mrs. M. H.

Wa

’ tow.—342, Hoe-street.—7, Mrs. Cannock, ad-
dre: irvoyance.

( 96, High-street.—11, Mr. P. Scholey; 6.30,
Mrs ion.

) s Bush.—73, Becklow-road.—11, public circle;
7,1 1. 'Thursday, 8, Mrs. Brown.

) Lausanne-road.—7, Mr. A. C. Scott. Thurs-
day Mary Crowder.

’ ¢ Rendezvous. 3, Fwrnival-street, I.C.—
26t1 . Percy Scholey, address and clairvoyance.

. ~Thames.—Bishop’s Hall, Thames-street.—
6.3( . Misses Ganz and Maule; clairvoyance, Mrs.
T. Brown . .

D~dtoavann 4= St. John'’s Hill, Clapham Junction.—
11.] vice; 3, Lyceum; 6.30, Mrs. Beaumont-
8ig: ress and clairvoyance. 30th, Public Meet-
ing, Jattersea (see advt.).

. Plumstead.—1, Villasroad, Plumstead.—
We 8, Mrs. Neville. Sunday, 23th, 7, Mr. G.
~Pri circle after service; Lyceum at 3. Thurs-
day 8, ““Invicta Hall,”’ Crescent-road.

Spiritual Mission, 4 and 5, Broadway.—
11 Brown; 3, Lyceum; 6.30, Dr. W. J. Van-
iesday, 24th, 7.30, Mrs. Mary Gordon; doors
. Healin (iaily, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., excepting
Wednesday and Saturday. . .
Holloway.—Grovedale Hall (near Highgate Tube Station).
—To-day, (Saturday), 7.30, Social and dance, proceeds in aid

“of building fund. Sunday (Lyceum Sunday), 11, Mr. W. W.
Drinkwater: 3, Lyceum (open session); 7, L.L.D.C. dele-
gat iay, 8 p.m., Mrs Alice Jamrach. Saturday,
whi inday, 28th, 11, Mr. Geo. Prior; 3, Lyceum;
7, 4 J. Davis. Note.—Thursday, April 8th, Mr.
F. Bournemouth.

J Ltheneum Hall.—11.15 and 7 (doors closed
11.3 , Mr. F. Blake, President S.C.U., addresses
and s; 3, Lyceum. Wednesday, 8, public meet-

ing.

Brighton Spiritualist Brotherhood.—Old Steine Hall.—
11.30, healing circle; 7 g.m., Mrs. Alice Harper. Special
Mission Lectures: Mon ay, 7.15; Tuesday, 3 p.m.; Wed-
nesday, 3 p.m.; Thursday, 77.15; Friday, 3{).m. A hearty

- welcome. Lyceum every Sunday, 3 p.m. I'orward Move-
-ment (see advt.). .

Mr. James Coates, late of Rothesay, hopes to resume
public work in April, and for that purpose proposes to return
to London then, to fulfil engagements there and in Brighton.
As this may be his last visit to London, he will be glad to
take as much evening lecture work as opportunity will
afford. Address, ¢/o Messrs. L. N. Fowler and Co., Imperial
Buildings, Ludgate Circus, E.C.

THE  RELIGION OF THE SPIRIT WORLD.
WRITTEN BY THE SPIRITS THEMSELVES.
BY THE
Rev. Prof,- G. HENSLOW, M.A,
F.L.S,F.GS, F.R.-HS.
A Revelation in the form of messages and teachings from
the Spirits themselves, on Religion and Religious Life on
_ the other side of the Veil.

Soue or THRE CoxteENTS—Life in the Future, Passing Over, The
Reception of Ourselves and Our Little Ones, Happiness in the Next
World. Man’s Conception of God. the Laws of Eternal Life, the
‘Gospel of Character g’rea,ched and Practised in the Next Life, Jesus
*Christ, ITmperator's Religious Position, Cbrist-like Character. True
Ohristian Love, True Spiritual Meaning of Heaven and Hell, the
Doctrine of Atonement, Fate of Suicide, Spiritualism in Bible, &ec.

Cloth, 223 pages, 6/5 net post free.
- OrrICE oF “LigHT,” 6, QUEEN SQUARE, LoNnoN, W.C.1.

-Th EGE OF PSYCHIC SCIENCE.
3 AKpril 12th.

J. HEWAT McCKENZIE,
from Hon. Sec., 59, Holland Park, W.11.

Pros, ... .. .,.

THE UNDISCOVERED COUNTRY.

A Sequence of Spirit-Messages describing Death and the
After-World. . Edited by HAROLD BAYLEY: Introduction
by SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 6s. 5d.
net post free.

¢, . . There are also messages dealing with ¢ War’—the present
great War especially, All are valuable and instructive, and many of
them are on a high plane of thought, full of consoling and inspiring
influence. The booﬁ is a notable production. It mﬁ nobly serve a
need at the present time.”—LIGHT,

J. ARTHUR HILL’S NEw Boox.

SPIRITUALISM : ITS HISTORY, PHENOMENA AND
DOCTRINE. Large crown 8vo. Cloth, 8s. post free,

Those who desire an authoritative statement of the facts about
Spiritualism will find it in this readable book, which explains what
Spiritualism and Psychical Research stand for ; while to the student
it will serve as an exhaustive Manual on the whole subject.

In an illuminating Introduction Sir Arthur Conan Doyle describes
his own attitude and experiences.

MAN IS A SPIRIT. By J. ArRTHUR HILL.
Large crown 8vo. Cloth, 5s. 6d. net post free.

A collection of spontaneous psychical experiences of many kinds,
told in the percipien*s’ own words, Their value lies in the fact that
they emanate fromi \dividuals knowing nothing of the traditions or
conventions of psycuical research; and that Mr. Hill has jncluded
no instance without having been convinced by correspondence or
interviews of the narrator’s integrity.

“Light” Office, 6, Queen Square, London, W.C. 1.

Experiments in Psychical Science.-
LEVITATION, ‘““CONTACT,” and the ‘DIRECT VOICE.”
BY W. J. CRAWEORD, D.Sc.
lllustrated. Cloth, 191 pages, 6/4 net post free.

’ Now Ready. Second Edition.
THE REALITY OF PSYCHIC PHENOMENA, RAPS,
LEVITATIONS, etc.
By W. J. CRAWFORD, D.Se.
Cloth, 246 pages, 3/56 net, post free.
Ligar OFFICE, 6, QUEEN SQUARE, LonpoN, W.C.1.

ON THE THRESHOLD OF THE UNSEEN.,
By SIR WILLIAM BARRETT, F.R 8. '

It is an expert physicist’s Examination of the Phenomena of
Spiritualism and of the Evidence for Survival after Death.

Cloth, 386 pages, 8/- net, post free.
Orrice or “‘Licat,” 6. QUEEN Square, Lonpox, W.C.1.

SPIRIT TEACHINGS.

Through the Mediumship of William Stainton Moses
(“M.A. Oxon.”)

By Automatic or Passive Writing.
With a Biography by Charlton T. Speer and Two Full-Page Portraits.

Eighth Edition, Bound in Cloth, 324 pages, price 6/- net,
or post free 6/6.

Orrice oF ‘‘Licat,” 6, QUEEN SQUARE, Lonpon, W.C.1.

THE NURSERIES OF HEAVEN.

A Series of Essays by Various Writers concerning
the Future Life of OChildren, with Experiences
. of their Manifestation after Death .

Edited by the REV. G. VALE OWEN and H. A. DALLAS.
With some of REV. VALE O WEN’S Script Messages.

SOME OF THE CHAPTERS.—Of Such is the Kingdom, by H. A. Dallas ;
The Pavent and the Child, by the Rev. Thomas Roberts (Vicar of Holt) ;
Is it Well with the Child ?—It is Well, by Rev. II. Fielding-Ould (Vicar
of Christ Church, Albany Streect); The Dominance of the S?iric, by
Dr. Ellis T. Powell (Editor of the ‘‘Financial News”); Children in
S})irit Life—Some Observations and Experiences, by David Gow (Editor
of LicHT); Do 8till-Born Children Survive? by John Lewis (Editor,
“Psychic Gazette”): Hope and Comfort for Mothers, by Doris Severn ;
Extracts from Letters and Published Books ; Letter from Dickey in the
Spirit World; The Passing of Daisy Dryden; Two Sisters, by Rev. G.
Valc Owen ; Pages from the Scripts of the Rev. G. Vale Owen.

{ Profits from sulc of this book to be given to the Fund for the

Children of Blinded Soldiers.)
Cloth, 174 pages, 5/4 net post free.
LicHT OFfICE, 6, QUEEN SQUARE, LonpoN, W.C. 1.

"THE VITAL MESSAGE.

By SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE.
Cloth, 228 pages. 5/4¢ net post free.
Orrion or * LigaT,” 6, QUEEN 8qUaRr, LonpoN, W.O.1,
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