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Programme of Meetings for the Coming Week.

TUESDAY, January 20th, at 3 p.m.—
For Members ONLY.
Séance for Clairvoyant Descriptions.
No admission after 3 o'clock.

THURSDAY, January 22nd—
~ Members Free; Visitors, 1s.
At 7.30 pm.— M-g. Percy R. STREET.

FRIDAY, January 23rd, 3.50 p.m.—
Members Free; Visitors, 1s.
Talks with a Spirit Control ... ... Mgrs. M. H. WaLLIS,
“ Spirit Guides and Guardians.”

MEMBERS, One Guinea.
SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1920 ARE NOW OVERDUE,

And should be forwarded AT ONCE.

For Syllabus and furtker particulars regarding the work of the
Alliance apply to the Secretary.

The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd.,

STEINWAY HALL, LOWER S8EYMOUR ST., PORTMAN SQUARE, W.1.

SUNDAY EVENING NexT, AT 6.30, MRS. M. H. WALLIS.
January 25th, Mr. Percy Beard.
Weloome to all. Admission Free, Collection.

Bteinway Hall is within two minutes’ walk of Selfridge’s, Oxford Sb.,
and five minutes from Bond Street and Marble Arch Tube Stabions.
Spiritualists and inquirers are invited to join the Association.

THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION,
13, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 181n.

Atiia.m. .. MR. THOMAS ELLA.
At 6.30 p.m. ... - e «. MRS. WORTHINGTON.
WEDNESDAY, JAN., 21sT, 7.30 p.m., Miss ELLEN CoONROY.
Thursdays, Meeting for Inquirers, 4 p.m.

WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION,

Through Passage between 4 and 5, Broadway, Wimbledon.

BUNDAY, JAN. 187TH, 11 A.M. ... MR. E. J. LOFTS.
6.30 p.M. ... MISS VIOLET BURTON.
WED'SDAY, JAN 21sT, 7.30 P.M. ... Meeting for Members
- and Associates only.
HeALING.—Daily, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., excepting Tuesday and
Saturday.

Advice and information given freely on the subject of Spiritualism.
Apply to Hon. Secretary, 10, Evelyn Road, Wimbledon.

DELPHIC CLUB, 22a, Regent Street, S W.1.

Meebings for week ending January 24th :—

Sunday, January 18th, 6.30 p m., Mrs. Bloodworth.
Wednesday, January 21st, 5 p.m., Mrs. Doyle. Lecture,

. “ The Way of Love."”
Friday, January 23rd, 5 p.m., Dr. Chella Hankin.
ture, ** Psychical Research and the Sub-conscious Mind.”
A Series of Lectures on Astrology, under the direction of Mr.
Wilde-Blood, will be held every Monday ab 7 p.m, commencing
Janvary 19th.
For particulars of membership apply the Secretary.
Visitors are admitted by invitation of a Member.
Members’ Subsoription: Town, 3 guineas; Country, 2 guineas.

CHURCH OF HIGHER MYSTICISM,

22, PRINCES STREET, CAVENDISH S8QUARE, W,

MRS. FAIRCLOUGH SMITH is giving a series of Instructive
Addresses on ‘‘The Human Aura,” *‘ Auric Colours,” &c., EVERY
SUNDAY AFTERNOON, at 3 o'clock, with illustrations and some
delineations.
Silver collection to defray expenses.
Suxpay EvVENING, AT 6.30, MR. HAROLD CARPENTER.

THE “W. T. STEAD” LIBRARY AND BUREAU,
13a, Baker Street, W.1.

" READING ROOM AND RESTAURANT OPEN DAILY.

TUEBDAY, JaN, 20TH, AT 7 P.M. MISS VIOLET BURTON.
THURSDAY, JAN. 22ND, AT 3.30 P.M. MRS. CANNOCK.
. Members and their friends are welcome.

BRIGHTON SPIRITUALIST BROTHERHOOD,
Old Steine Hall, 52a, Old Steine, Brighton.

FORWARD MOVEMENT.
Special Lectures every Sunday Afternoon, at 3 p.m., in the
ATHENAZAUM HALL, NORTH STREEL.

SPEAKER :(—MRS. MARY GORDON.

Admission Free. Reserved seats 1s. Collection.
Mr. J. J. Goodwin, 3, Chesham-road, or Hall.
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Single Copies, 2/6 net: 2/9 post free.
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The Essentials of Mysticism ...
The Philosophy of my Old Age ...

The Spirit of Shakespeare

The Spiritual World of Plotinus

God the Creator of Evil ...
Mystery Survivals in Medieval Romance
Spiritualism: Its Position and its Prospects

Jacob's Ladder
To the Sea Lilian Holmes.

Particulars

No. 2.
Evelyn Underhill,
Edmund Holmes,
Huntley Carter.
The Editor.
F. W. Orde Ward.
Jessie L. Weston.
David Gow.
Bridget Mordaunt
Tree Spirits Peter Worth,

JOHN M. WATKINS,
21, Cecil Court, Charing Cross Road, London, W.C. 2,

EVERYBODY SHOULD READ
“SOUL CULTURE.”

The book that shows that Modern Spiritualism is in harmony with-
Biblical Teaching, gives lessons in soul development and power, and
how to rise to the highest spiritual life.

It shows what is wrong with the wor'd and reveals an effectuak
and permanent remedy. Instead of a Babel of Tongues we may
learn a pure language.

/4 net post free.

W. RODMAN & CO., 183, Rye Lane, Peckham,
London, S.E. 15.

Is Modern Spiritualism Based on

Facts or Fancy?
By JAMES COATES, Pa.D, F.AS.
With Four Photographs.

The Author says ;—Two reasons, among others, have influenced me-
to write this work : First, the intense desire of the public to obtain in-
formation about Modern Spiritualism ; second, as an investigator with.
some forty odd years’ actual experience I am able to present some
facts, based on actual research.

1 do not explain the phenomena, being content to present concrete
instances, leaving the readers to form their own conclusion when they
have investigated Spiritualism for themselves.

2s, 2d. net, post free.
. N. FOWLER & CO.,

7, Imperial Arcade, Ludgate Circus, London, E,C. 4.
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TOWARDS THE REVIVAL OF THE MYSTERIES
IN THE ARTS AND CRAFTS.

MISS MAUD MacCARTHY’S
LECTURES & DEMONSTRATIONS

At 1, LANSDOWNE HOUSE
(opposite Holland Park Tube Station)
THREE LECTURES ON MODERN PYTHAGOREANISM.
«(Disciplines in Life and Arts suggested by Angelic and other Teachers
for the Mystical and Artistic Temperament.)

SUNDAYS, at 8.

January I8—The Discipline of Invoecations.
» 25—The Discipline of Renewal.
*  February I—The Discipline of Power.

. The above tbree lectures are announced in response to many
requests to publish teachings received on lite-methods necessary for
-the unfolding of consciousness in *‘ the inner spheres.”

The Teachings upon which these Lectures are based have been
imparted to thelecturerin a series of revelations, begun at Glastonbury,
amg extending over many years ; and they are now being made public,
not as proven doctrines but as bases for possible future artistic experi-
‘ment, and a message of inspiration to the world of Labour through the
world of the Arts.

Single Tickets, 3/- each.

¢ Miss MacCarthy is an artist, and one of exceptional power,”—

Daily Graphic.

JUST PUBLISHED.

THE HILL OF VISION,
A TFORECAST OF THE GREAT WAR,

And of Social Revolution, with the Coming} of the
New Race.

Gathered from Automatic Writinga obtained between 1909 and 1912,
and also in 19'S, through the band of JOHN ALLEYN.E, under
the supervision of the Author, .

By FREDERICK BLIGH BOND, F.R.I.B.A.
Cloth, 134 pages. 7/I1 net post free.
OrricE ofF ‘‘ Licat,” 6, QUEEN SqUare, Lonpon, W.O.l.

SPECIAL NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS,

We beg to remind our subscribers who have not already
renewed their subscriptions to ‘ Light” for 1920, which
are payable in advance, that they should forward remit-
tances at once to Mr. F. W. South, 6, Queen Square,
London; W.C, 1. All subscriptions for 1920 should there-
fore be forwarded at once. Payment must be made in
advance. 10/10 for the year’s subscription.

“SO SAITH THE SPIRIT”
By a King’s Counsel. -
A continuation of the author’s researches undertaken through the
agenoy of his two young daughters, the first series of which was

published under the title of ** I Heard a Voice, or, the
Great Exploration.”

. Sir A. Conan Doyle writes: *I have read the bo-k carefully. It
is wonderful. The preface is the very best summing up of what we
know of the life beyond that I have seen. It is quite masterly.”

“ This welcome volume embodies a continuance of its author’s
researches in Spiritualism published some time ago under the title
‘‘I Heard a Voice.” which aroused considerable comment and the
hope for further communications from the same source on this all-
important theme.”—* Occult Review."”

Cloth, 201 pages, 10s. 6d. net post free.
Liarr Office, 6, Queen Square, London, W.C. 1.

THE UNIVERSAL
BADGE OF SPIRITUALISM.

Brooch or Pendant in blue enamel and copper.
Price 58. 8d. post free from

MRS. MONTGOMERY IRVINE,
115, Ladbroke Grove, Loandon, W. 11,

Spmtuahsts when in London should stay at
Hunstanton House , 18, Endgleigh-gardens, London, N.W. (2
minutes Euston Station, 5§ minutes St. Pancras and King’s Cross);
central for all parts ; perfeot sanitation. Terms: 5s. Bed and Break-
€ast; no charge for attendanve. Full tariff apply to Mrs, Stanley
‘Watts, Proprietress.

“Curative Suggestion,” by Robert McAllan,
Proves the value of hylpnotic suggestion in treating moral, mental
and nervous disorders, as Insomnia, Neurasthenia, Obsessions, De-
ression, Self-consciousness, Strain, &c. ; free by post from the author,
, Manchester-street, Manchester-square, London, W.1.- Mayfair 1398,

Some Reminiscences. An Account of Startling
Spirit Manifestations. By Alfred Smedley. With plans and
portraits of a number of well-known persons who were eye-witnesses of
the manifestations., 1s.3d. post free, LiemT Office, 6, Queen-square,
London, W.C, 1.

4 The Larger Spiritualism” (2nd edition) and

*‘The Place of Jesus Christ in Spiritualism’’ (4th edition),
Two important booklets by Richard A. Bush, F.C.S. Each, post
free, 6d. *‘Home Circles and the Culsivation of Psychic Facuﬂy.”
34d. post free. Obtainable from Office of *‘ LieHT,” 6, Queen Square,
London, W.C. 1.

sychic Research in the New Testament.

Soientifiq Justification of some of the Fundamental Claims of
Ohristianity. By Ellis T. Powell, LL B (Lond.), D.Sc. (Lond.).
%g %ngles, 1s. 1}d. post free. LieaT Office, 6, Queen Square, London,

Psychic Force; an Experimental Investigation

of a little-known Power., By Gambier Bolton, F.R.G.S., F.Z.S.
3% ;gges is. 8d. post free. LieAT Office, 6, Queen Square, Londo3,

“Self Training,” a most helpful and interesting

book by Ernest Hunt, post free 4s 10d. Also * Nerve Con-
trol,” 1s. 8d., ‘ Hypnotism,” 2s. 3d., * Auto Suggestions, 1s. 2d.
HSecretary. 30. Woodstock-road. Chiswick, London, %V

Spirit Teachings. Chapters from the Writings
of “M. A. Oxon” (William Stainton Moses). Reprinted from
the book of that title, together with some descriptions of the circum.
stances in which they were received. 15 pages, 2d. post free, or 1s. 3d.
per dozen, from LiarT Office. 6, Queen Square, London, W.C. 1.
Ex-Pohce Constable, aged 45, Spiritualist,
seel @ employment, any capacity; compstent chauffeur; edu-
cated ; abstainer ; single.— G., 9, Seely-road, Tooting, London, sw.

Lady unprofessional healer would like to hear
of another healer and certificated masseuse to work with her.
‘Salary. Apply Chilton, 3, Jubilee Terrace, Sidmouth.

'Eclectic Vegetarian requires post as House-

keeper or position of trust; possesses heali ower.—Address,
L. K. Clutterbuck, 20, Pala.oe-squar:e. Norwood, S.ﬁ. l]).9.

«THE MEMPHIS” QUIJA BOARD .

Ideal for Investigators wishing to get ¢ Psychic
Communications.” Silent, frictionless, portable.
In neat case, with booklet of full, pldin instruc-
tions which can be understood by anyone.
in. by 8in. . 6/8
Lsa':-'zg g::g ﬂsiu. by 15i)n‘) - 15/,
R. H. T.NAYLOR, Carr Bank, Whatstandwell, DERBYSHIRE.

THERE IS NO DEATH.
By FLORENCE MARRYAT. New Cheap Edition.

The Publishers anticipate that a cheap edition of this famous” work
will be widely welcomed by those who are seeking assurance on the
reat question of spirit survival after the present life in the physical
Eody. No book of the kind was received with more interest and
appreciation by the reading public of the generation now passing away.

Cloth, 266 pages, 8s. 10d. net Post Free.
Office of L1aHT, 6, Queen Square, Southampton Row, W.C. 1.
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JUST PUBLISHED.

THE DEAD-ACTIVE!
By H..... (HAWEIS).

th s Author of ¢* Not Silent—if Dead.” Through the
(Foa umﬁ‘;:liumship of Mrs. Lamb Fernie (Parma).

Cloth, 194 pages, 4/11 net post free.
“LIGHT” OFFICE, 6, QUEEN SQUARE., LONDON, W.C.1.

The International Home Circle Federation,

President :—Rp, A. BusH, Esq., F.C.S.

Vice-Presidents :—
Rev. A. REGINALD CREWE (II)J,S.A.).
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'TES BY THE WAY.

v h elsewhere the correspondence raised by
Mr. Harding in the ‘‘Evening Standard’’ of
Janu putting twenty-one questions on Spirit-
ualis) ich Dr. Ellis Powell makes admirable
replis A. Conan Doyle also has answered the

implication that he and Sir O. Lodge are the chief or
only witnesses to facts which have been before the
world ever since 1848 and round which a whole library
has been written by scientifie, legal and literary men.
It is perhaps tnoo much to expect an author to read also,
but’it would be amusing if it were not so afflicting, to
find every ‘‘man in the street’’ to whom the facts are
new, seriously expecting answers to a mass of questions
—some quite elementary, scme which reveal total mis-

apprehension  and some which involve the deepest
probl wmanity—all in the space of an article,
and 1 ng his disbelief if this cannot be given!
Mr. Harding asks the use of the ‘‘Evening
Stanc “‘thrash the whole question out’’; and
seem: ‘e that the S.P.R. has accumulated some
hund _ bs of ““Proceedings’’ and that many really

important volumes have been written with this view
by Sir W. Crookes, F.R.S., Dr. A. R. Wallace, F.R.S.,
Professors Richet, Lombroso, Schiaparelli, Ochorowicz,
Dr. Crawford, D.Sc., F. W. H. Myers, Prof. Hyslop,
besides those of Sir O. Lodge agd Sir A. Conan Doyle.
There are also many valuable books, written from a
more popular point of view as stepping stones to the more
scientific works. If “‘enquirers’’ would enquire a little
before rushing into print, much advantage would accrue
to all parties.
* * *

From time to time in these columns we hark back
to the records of the past, first, because the public
memory is short, and second, because in these earlier
phases of our subject much happened and much was
writben that throws an illumination on some of our

probl Moreover, we would ‘‘praise famous
men, their memory and example before our
eyes. k just now of Professor Hare (born in
Phila 781, died 1858), chemist and electrician,

with scientific work to his credit. Professor

of ch the University of Pennsylvania, his
atten vn to psychic phenomena, which he
at fi in the fashion c¢f too many other
scient ay; but later, with rare courage, to
say 1 r-mindedness, he carried on a series
of sci after the fashion of Dr. Crawford, of
Belfa result he was convinced of the reality

of psycnic pnenomena, and from being an unbeliever

either in the Deity or the immortality of the soul, he
became, in his own words, ‘“‘a believer in revelation
and in revelation through Jesus of Nazareth.’’

* * * *

Contemporary with Professor Hare was Dr. John
Elliotson, 1*.R.S., President of the Royal Medical and
Chirurgical Society of London. His name is well
known as that of one of the pioneers of mesmerism.
He, like Professor Hare, was a Sadducee—indeed, he
had even written a treatise to show the impossibility of
any life after the death of the body. He regarded
mediums as impostors, and psychic phenomena as s
mixture of fraud and delusion. He had studied
mesmerism and championed it, but it had not at that
time led him to the deeper mysteries of which it is
the doorway.  But in the year 1863 he met the famous
D. D. Home and entered on a serious investigation of
the phenomena of Spiritualism.  The result may be
summarised in the words of a London daily paper which,
in its obituary notice of Elliotson (who died in 1868),
said: ““He expressed his conviction of the truth of the
phenomena and became a sincere Christian whose hand- -
book henceforth was the Bible he said he had
been living all his life in darkness and had thought there
was nothing in existence but the material.””  We
remember how that Gerald Massey compared his ex-
perience in coming into Spiritualism as being like
passing from the dark hold of a ship to the upper deck
with its fresh air and skyey splendours.

* * * *

Here are two instances, then, of famous men whose
mental outlook was changed and their lives made
radiant by a knowledge of the facts of Spiritualism. We
could, as our older readers know, fill many pages with
the long roll of men of outstanding ability in the world
during the last sixty years of whom much the same
could be said. We have often been told of late that
the many new readers of Licut are astonished to see
some of the distinguished names associated with a sub-
jeet which they had been led by ignorant writers in the
Press to suppose was mainly in the hands of foolish
and superstitious people. ~ We can easily believe it.
It is astonishing how little information is regarded as
necessary to render a man an ‘‘authority’” on Spiris
ualism when it is a question of condemning 16.  Of
course the public are beginning to find out the truth for
themselves now, and are likely to give little heed to
their mis-leaders and mis-educators who can only now-
adays influence persons who, being without any power
of thinking for themselves, are of little use to our move-
ment. We can well dispense with their suffrages.

Rerort ox THE DIvINING Ron.—A paver of nearly sixty
pages cntitled ‘“The Divining Rod: A History of Water
Witching,”” by Arthur J. Ellis, has been issued from the
Government Printing Office, Washington, in connection
with the United States Geological Survey. It gives a
sketch of the history and use of the rod, refers to
the principal investigations carried out regarding it, in-
cluding those of Sir William Barrett published in the S.P.R.
Proceedings in 1897 and 1901. and adds a long bibliography.
The writer, however, appears to content himself with dis-
missing the theory that the motions of the rod are caused
by magnetic disturbances in the earth or any virtue inherent
in the rod, overlooking the fact that this in no way dis-
credits the actual existence of the ‘“dowsing’ faculty, of
which there is abundant evidence,
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TESTS WITH A GIFTED MEDIUM.

—

READING “THE TIMES” BEFORE PUBLICATION.

By tue Rev. DeayToN TroMmas.

The following are sclected from tests received since
writing a previous paper on the above subject. They
are similar in character to those then recorded, but their
value is cumulative. The statements were received at
sittings with Mis. Oshorn Leonard at the dates and hours

“appended.  That there should be no question as to my
accuracy in recording, it is my custom to duplicate the
notes, sending one copy the same evening to the. research
secretary of the S.P.R. and taking aunother to a friend with
whom it is discussed that night. Thus two people have
copies of these tests before the next morning’s paper is
issued, and this protects me against slips of memory or
charges of inaccuracy. The following are all from *‘The
Times,” but our experiments are not limited to that paper.

CoNNECTED NAMES.

On November 7th, 1919, at 3 p.m., I received the follow-
ing, which links together a number of names in an associa-
tion so close as to be beyond possibility of coincidence. ‘‘In
‘The Times’ for to-inorrow, ahout one-third down the second
column of the first page, is the name of your wife’s mother,
and also within haﬁ\f an inch that of another of her near
relations.””  Anyone looking at ‘‘The Times’’ for November
8th can see these names together rather less than a third
. down the second column of the first page. They are Mary
and Alice (my wife’s mother and sister). ‘‘About two
inches lower is the name of someone belonging to your wife’s
mother in South Africa.” Three and a-half inches below
appears the name Norman, a grandson who for some years
past has lived in Natal. ~ “‘There is also a word or name
which snggests an animal. This and the first two are all
within the space of five-eighths of an inch.”  The first
three letters of Sowerby kring to mind a familiar quadruped,
and this name and the previous two are even closer together
than stated, for a square half-inch of the paper contains all
three! Nor did the above exhaust the test; two further

articulars were added and correctly found in the adjoininig
1ndicated positions.

A Picture 1N “THE TiMmEs.”

“‘On page six there is a picture, not in the middle but
at the side of the page.”” Pictures are not a usual feature
of “The Times,”” but on this Saturday there was, at the
top right hand corner on page six, a picture about four
inches square representing a man-of-war at sea, with inset
showing head anh shoulders of a prominent politician. This
1S exact.

Forty YEsRs Buick.

On November 21st, 1919, at 8 p.m., I was told to look in
the morrow’s “Times’’ for certain particulars.

After allusion to something a third down the second
column there followed this: ‘“‘Also in the near vicinity is the
name of a place Mr. Hine had lived in.”” We had been
conversing at a previous sitting about this gentleman who,
forty years ago, was the personal friend of my father and
a prominent official in his church at Baldock in Hertford-
shire. As he had long ago removed to London I was un-
certain which place might be intended and was interested
next morning to find at the top of the second column the old
and familiar address, Baldock, Herts! “To strengthen the
test he tells yoa that something in conjunction with tho
ahove made him ihink of a person’s name. It will strike
you.” It does! The next words to Baldock, Herts, were
‘“Funeral at Golders Green.”” Here Green is a place-name,
but it at once brings to mind the way in which, as a
personal name, it has been used from time to time during
three yecars of intercourse with my father through Mrs.
Leonard. It originally emerged in a peculiar manner
affording a neat identification and thenceforward served to
indicate a special way of introducing fresh names, as well
as being that of a former mutual acquaintance.  Baldock
and Green absolutely meet the requirements of this
reference.

After pointing ont where my mother's name would be
found he continued : “Again, very close, your uncle Alfred is
named, also the name of one in whom he is very interested.”’
Within three inches were the names Thomas William, being
two out of the three of my uncle Alfred William Thomas.
This is a little way down the first column, while two inches
ahove it in the parallel column is the name of Alfred’s eldest
daughter Florence. Comment would be superfluous!

INSERT ANoTHER “N.’’

On December 4th, 1919, I took the sitting earlier than
usual, so that ‘“The Times" tests were being given me at
noon, and one of the first romarks made respecting them
was that they had been selected when preparation of the
next day’s issue had not progressed so far as usual. Recol-
lecting this the change in position of the following test-
name is interesting.  ““On page one and column one, about
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two inches from the bottom, he thought he saw clairvoyantly
the name Hutchinson.’” At first I had written this as
Hutchison, but on spelling it aloud was told to imsert an
“n” after the ““i,”” making it Hutchinson. Searching next
day in the spot named I gailed to find it, but turning from
the bottom of the first to the top of the second column dis-
covered it in the third notice, where it appears spelled in
the corrected form with the “n”! A moment’s considera-
tion will show how easily this notice may have been trans-
ferred from the one place to the other after the_hour of
noon on the day previous to publication; for, as-I am in-
formed, alterations may be made up to within a short time"
of printing, and the insertion of a few more birth and
marriage announcements would have been sufficient to
account for the changed .positlon of the notice containing
the name Hutchinson. Some friends have asked me wh{
many of these tests are couched in vague language.
reply that while there are reasans for the indirectness of
some allusions, reasons well repaying study, as I hope to
show later, yet others are clear-cut and absolutely definite;
of this latter class the one now under discussion is a good
example. But since these are the least suggestive of any
it is well that my communicator should not confine himself
to such, but should ex=rcise ingenuity in devxsmg. others
more worthy of study for the hints as to method, difficulty
and ability which they suggest to students.

(To be continued.)

LET THE CHILDREN KNOW.

AN AMERICAN TRIBUTE TO THE LYCEUM.

The following eloquent apPeal for a fuller recognition of
the Spiritualist Lyccum, with an outline of what it means
to the movement, was made by Mrs. Anna L. Gillespie at the
recent American Convention of Spiritualists, at Pittsburg.
We take our report from our excellent contemporary, the
“National Spiritualist’’ (Chicago).

Mrs. Gillespie said : —If there is a subject under the sun
which has had cold water thrown upon it from every point
of Spiritualism, it is that part of our work, the Lyceum.
Perhaps you think the Lyceum session consists of going over
Andrew Jackson Davis’ physical exercises. ~Perhaps you
think it consists of marching. I have heard the remark, ‘I
do not want a Lyceum because our young folks do not like
the marching.” The Lyceum js not mere marching, except
that upward march to higher fields of Spiritualism to which
all true Spiritualists must aspire. Its place in the ranks of
this history of Spiritualism is just where the place of your
school is in the education of your men and women. It takes
the place of your books, from which the larger part of you
people start. Qur people are populating the Sunday schoo]
of orthodoxy, why? ecause we have shown no interest.
whatever in iheir being made to understand in a wholesome
and interesting manner.

I would rather be a successful worker among the children
than the greatest orator you could put upon your platform.
Why? Your orators will pass away, your children are just
coming up the hill, their little faces illumined with hope and
they want to know something about this philosophy. You at-
tend your phenomenal meetings and lectures, but you don’t
take your children along. You think the children are not
interested. I am reminded of the séance Mr. Slater gives to
the children at Lily Dale. Why, there is a discussion there in .
which there is more splendid brain development shown than
there is in your own circles. And in theso circles the child-
ren ask questions that if we did not have help from the spirit
world we could not answer. Don’t wait untlll) your children’s
hearts ave broken, give them the knowledge while they are
voung and let them learn that those who travel heavenward
do not travel alone or that those who travel alone do not walk
alone. We nced the co-operation of spirit friends and all of
vou to help this movement for our young people. .

One of the greatest deeds we can do is to make these little
children grow into good men and good women, for I hold that
a decent, self-respecting, earnest Spiritualist cannot help but
he a good man or a good woman. You are the ones to have
this heritage. What do we nced?® We need everything that
a modern Sunday school has ever had to advance this cause.
The little lmpors. The children will go for miles to get their
Sunday school papers: they need the little invitation card.
The modern equipment of a Sunday school to-day is some-
thing most interesting if you attended one. It is as fine as
sillk.” Our little children have nothing to work with. Nothing
to work with. Won't you help us? It is your children.

We bless and worship the hittle ones after they have gone
away from us, but we do not do as we should for them while
they are here. God bless them, they have got a work to do.
You may talk of mediumship. You may talk of the powers,
the intellectual powers of men and women who are coming
into Spiritualism, but if our children are not clean, sturdy,
healthy Spiritualists, our mectings are a lost cause. Not a
man or a woman can afford to say it is not your interest.
They are yvour children. :

To me Spiritualistic Lyceum work is the fundamental
power of Spiritualism. Don’t throw it away. Then to-morrow
vou will not want for anybody when you' leave your work
for there will be plenty of others to carry it on. ’

Ix this world truth can wait—she’s used to it.—.
JERROLD, ed to jt.—Dovarag
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TA CRITIC'S “LOGICAL QUESTIONS.”

Axswerer BY DR, Eruis T. PoweLn AND Stk A. CONAN
’ DoYLE.

The “‘Evening Standard’’ on January 7th published from
Mr. Newman Harding (Society of Authors) aseries of ‘“logical
questions’’ concerning Spiritualism and spirits, to which he
invited replies from Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. On the
following day the newspaper printed this answer contained
in a letter from Dr. Ellis T. Powell, whom it describes as
“the well-known writer.”

He says:— -

“I don’t know if my old friend Conan Doyle will reply
to Mr. Newman Harding. Pending his action, or inaction,
I send brief responses. To one or two queries of the absurd

" type I have replied by counter-questions, equally farcical.
should recommend to Mr. Newman Harding the perusal
off some elementary book on Spiritualism, such as Sir
William Barrett’s - ‘Psychical Research.’ Some sli%ht
knowledge of a subject 1s desirable in all critics thereof.’

QUESTION AND ANSWER.

Dr. Powell then proceeds to give Mr. Newman Harding’s
questions and answers them seriatim:—

“(1) What veally is a spirit? How is it possible to
know one and to understand whether it is the real thing or
not?’—A spirit is an individuated personality conscious of
its own existence. It may be incarnate (like mine while I
am ‘‘alive’’) or discarnate (like the spirits of the ‘‘dead’’).
It is recognised in the same way as other personalities, by
visible signs, or, where there is no visibility, by other
methods of identification.

‘(2) How is it possible to tell bad spirits from
spirits ?"’—By their fruits ye shall know them.

‘‘(8) Has a spirit a conscience and a soul?’’—Yes, it has

good

‘‘(4) What is the difference between a spirit and a ghost ?”’
—Ghost is the old English word for spirit, as in the ancient
expression, ‘‘the Holy Ghost.”

“(5 and 6) Why should it be necessary to get into com-
munication with spirits through mediums, more especially

when these are mostly anything but well educated? Why
must spirits and mediums have darkness? Why can’t
spirits_appear and deliver messages in the light? How is

it possible to know an honest medium from a dishonest one?”’
—VWhy is it necessary to develop the photographic plate in
non-actinic light? Why cannot we drink strychnine as a

beverage ? . .
“(7) Why do spirits as a rule require tambourines, etc.,
to play with?”’—Why do medical men, as a rule, stand on

their heads while beinF consulted by their patients?

“(8) Are mundane languages also the languages of the
spirit world? If so, why? If not, how is ii spirits speak
in these languages and do not attempt to teach us theirs?”
—Mundane languages (that is, conventional sound and sign
symbols of ideas) are necessarily used in communicating with
mundane intelligence. There is no language in the spirit
world. Ideas flash direct from spirit to spirit.

‘(9) Why do spirits wear clothes? Clothes, too, iden-
tical in material and fashion with those on earth? How is
this material obtained ?’’-—Their apparent terrestrial attire
is a_means of manifestalion and identification. Now we
see in a mirror emigmatically, as St. Paul says.
not know the real nature of the spirit body.

“(10) Why do spirits have similar foods and drinks to
those on earth? ow are these obtained ?”’—They don’t.
But theiy can, for newcomers, make foods and
apparent Is_'lslmll:n-, by the creative power of thought.

_ “(11) How is it that spirits never have any communica-
tions to make that will benefit and advance mankind?
Therefore, as spirits are of no practical use or benefit to
mankind or the earth, why should we wish to get in touch
with them ?"’—How is it that doctors, astronomers, biologists,
and geologists never have any communication that will
benefit and advance mankind? The question is less absurd
than Mr. Newman Harding’s.

‘(12) Why do spirits always talk about themselves and
their mundane lives?’——They do not ‘“‘always’ talk in that
way. When they do, they have the same reason as Mr.
Newman Harding, moeting an old friend, would have for
talking over the good old days and “‘auld lang syne.”’

“(13) Why, in the spirit world, judging from the con-
versations reported, should costermongers still ho coster-
mongers. Red Indians still Red Indians, and village idiots
still vi]lafe idiots, and so on?”.- Becauso survival involves
continue sersonal identity. There are no idiots in the
spirit world.

“(14) Why should spirits, according to revelations, live
what is practically an imitation of mundane existences?
Why be permitted a memory of this world and the life
here?’’—How can there bo survival of personality without
memory? It is the essence thercof.

‘(16) If the next lifo is a_step onwards, why can’t spirits
tell us of the different conditions there®  Their spiritual
senses don’t appear one iota in advance. Why?’'- See the
answers to (5), (6), (7) and (11).

“(16?‘ Has any nation or race ever adopted Spiritnalism
as a religion, or part of its religion, with success?’’—Yes,
the British people have adopted a religion based upon the
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survival of the human personality after death. It has in-
spired immeasurable devotion and boundless sacrifice.
Spiritualism itself is not a religion, but a science.

“(17) If Christianity acoepted Spiritualism as part of
its religion, what benefits would this confer on this world,
apart from helping hordes of charlatans to prosper?’’—The

doctrine of survival is the essence of Christianity. There
is no ““if’’ about it.
“(18) Although sex is necessary on this earth, why is it

necessary in the spirit world?”’-— Sex is a subtle differen-
tiation of personality. The reproductive function is a
socondary and ephemeral ‘‘accident’’ thereof.

*Y(19) Why should the age of 24 years be the golden age
to which, in the spirit world, spirits grow or return? %f
this is so, what is the attitude of a grandchild towards its
grandparents, and vice versa® What are the feelings of a
mother towards the babe which died at six months, the
mother therefore having nothing to do with the bringing u
of this infant to the age of 24, and also of the babe w%\icﬁ
never knew its mother*’—Who is Mr. Newman Harding’s
authoirity for the age of 24°?

©-(20) Why should, and how can, physical relationshkip on
this earth be extendel to .and continued as spirits? ow
can mothers and sofis here be mothers and sons in the spirit
world? 1f this is so, is motherhcod here a dual réle pro-
ducing the mundane sor and the spirit son? Again, what
were these spirits before thc physical life and relationship
here?  They can’t have been the same mothers and sons
then, surely?'’. -Physica! relationship is only the corporeal
manifestation of spirit affinity. It is the latter which
functions here and survives hereafter.

¢¢(21) Is the spirit world the next and final phase? But,
as the spirit is immortal, must we not have been in the spirit
world before we got on this carth?  So, if we go back,
don't we return also? Does not this mean an endless
alternative of mundane and spiritual existences? If so,
cui bono?’—We know nothing of this ‘“‘final’”’ phase. No
scientific Spiritualist would affirm that the spirit is im-
mortal, as Mr. Newman Harding does. Survival is one
thing, immortality another. The former is proved; the
lattor is (probably) incapable of any. proof susceptible by
the human intelligence. =~ Doubtless re-incarnation is a fact
in many cases. The young man goes backwards and for-
wards to colleze, gaining fresh knowledge and experience
every term; why not the spirit, too?

Sik A. Coxax DoyLe oN THE “‘MaiN TaEsis.”

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle replied as follows in the ‘‘Even-
ing Standard” of January 9th:—

“Mr. Newman Harding shows the limitations of his know-
ledge by alluding to the Spiritualist position as if it rested
vpon the assertions of two men, Sir Oliver Lodge and
myself.

“Has he never consulted the writings of Sir William
Crookes, Profestor Hyslop, Professor Lombroso, Dr. Geley,
Charles Richet, Dr. Crawford, of Belfast, W. T. Stead,
Professor Hare, Judge Edmonds, and so many more ?

“If he has done so he has no right to state the case as
if it rested upon two witnesses; if he has not done so he
should consult the recognised authorities before asking long
lists of questions which would take a volume to answer.

“On examining this list I find that most of these ques-
tions are not veally questions at all, but assertions, usually
false and sometimes offensive.  The mentality which can
ask, ‘How is it that spirits never have any communications
to make that will benefit and advance mankind?’ on the
assumption that the fate of the human race and the present
condition of our loved ones who have gone before is of no
consequence to mankind, is to me unthinkable. . .

“Is it not evident that the function of hi%her beings is
to minister to our spiritual needs and knowledge, mnot_to
invent motor engines or to instruct us in chemistry? We
should become automata if we were to allow our world to be
run from the outside. : . . .

“There are only two vital propositions in Spiritualism.
Theso are that personality survives death without a change;
the other that under proper physical conditions communi-
cation is still possible. X

“Professor Hyslop, the highest authority in America,
says in his recent work, ‘Life After Death’ (p. 306): ‘Any
man who does not accept the existence of discarnate spirits
and the proof of it is cither ignorant or a moral coward.’
T bolieve that to bhe u perfectly just dilemma.

“As to those questions of minute detail which make up
the long catechism of Mr. Newman Harding, their answer
i« insignifiecant compared with the importance of the main
thesis. A great quantity of information has been gathered
and certdain conclusions have been formed, but there is
lutitude for dissent, and no Spiritualist would make such
points a touchstone of the truth.”

The following is the remark of Mr. Harding’s to which
Sir Arthur alludes:—

“It is all very well for men like Sir Oliver Lodge and
Sir Conan Doyle to tell us glibly of a spiritual existence to
which they can gain access by extraordinary methods which
have convinced them that dead relations exist there happily
and are quite ready to appear and chat to those they have
left on earth, but as the methods are so extraordinary, and
the results also, it deesn't help us much.”

We refer to the above discussion in our Notes by the Way.
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RESOLUTE INCREDULITY.

Spiritualists who have seen certain phenomena
under test conditions are often amazed that anyone
should be found who still denies the facts, to which so
many men distinguished in literature and science have
borne witness after close and careful examination and
experiment.  But the process by which this comes
about is perfectly natural. Our age oscillates between
childish credulity and profound distrust. The curious
thing is that, in despite of experience, it reserves the
former for the demagogue, and the latter for the his-
torian, the psychologist, and the student of human
affairs. .

In the first place, we must remember that the
sceptic has seen nothing, or only a few elementary
phenomena, himself; and faithful to the prevailing dis-
trust of his fellows, he thinks himself authorised, on
his general notions of the possible, not only to hold
judgment in suspense, but to deny with much
vehemence what others have seen and testified to. It
is, moreover, firmly fixed in many minds that other
people long for immortality, and that the Spiritualist
beliefs in survival arise from the ardent desire that this
hope may be realised. It is, however, highly im-
probable that humanity yearns for a future life.  The
“‘shouts of joy’’ which greeted the late Mr. Charles
Bradlaugh’s statement in lectures to working men, that
this life ends in nothingness, are positive proof against
this supposed desire.  IFurther, if each of us examines
himself at all closely, which alternative he would take
if offered the choice between endless sleep on the one
hand and working out his misdeeds and mistakes on
the other, it is quite certain that there would be an
overwhelming vote for the former alternative. It is
much more probable—now that the soul has been
proved to have a real existence and not to be merely
“‘a name for the functions of life ’—that the universal
belief in some kind of survival, to which all religions
bear witness, has come from the sub-conscious instinets
of that soul, which would naturally have some such
premonition.  And to refer the origin of religion to
“‘dreams,”’ as Herbert Spencer and others do, instead
of to the psychic phenomena now proved to exist in all
nations, is a pure a priori assumption on the part of
philosophers who think it heneath their dignity .to
examine the psychic facts which afford a quite natural
explanation of primitive animism.

But there is much more than this: As leading and
typical phenomena of Spiritualisin let us take Material-
isation, Telekinesis, Dsychic Photography, Clair-
voyance, Healing, and Automatic Writing.  Therve are
two reasons for the incredulity with which these are
received, besides that already mentioned. One is that
they are disparate to the recognised order of things, and
the other, that each instance is discredited separately,
no, weight being allowed to the cumulative evidence.

The accounts of experiments in materialisation pub-
lished by Dr. Schrenck-Notzing, Professor Charles
Richet, and Dr. Geley, those of the last-named wit-
nessed by “‘over a hundred men of science, chiefly
physicians, who, starting from absolute scepticism werce
entirely convinced’’ of the facts, are dismissed with a
shake of the head by our resolute sceptic. Tt is “‘too
large an order,’’ he says; and adds, in spite of the fact
that precaution against fraud is stated as a leading idea
in experiments, that ‘‘men of science are not the best
judges of such things because, being used to experi-
ments in which no suspicion of frand can enter, thev
are not on the look aut for it.”” Tt is apparently
assumed that being men of sceience their common-sense
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is in abeyance; and materialisation is therefore seb
aside as unproven. .

Psychic photography, in spite of repeated testimony
by competent professional photographers, engaged
specially to verify the facts, is unhesitatingly ascribed
to fraud and collusion, because such photographs can.
easily be faked, given time and op(}i)ortumty to do so,
just as Treasury notes can be faked.  Qur resolutely
sceptical friend will not, as a rule, even look at them,
nor listen to the conditions under which they were
taken. -

Telekinesis he is a little afraid of since Dr. Craw-
ford’s experiments, but one of the brotherhood (who has
not read Dr. Crawford’s books) recently told me with
reference to Crookes’ experiments that ‘‘Crookes
would not have noticed’’ (1) if Mr. D. D. Home had put
a small weight on the board with which a trial was
made to see whether a force could be exerted on a
balance when the only contact with the medium was
through open water.

Clairvoyance, in which are furnished accurate des-
criptions of persons unknown to the medium and of
whom the sitter is not consciously thinking, is ex-
plained by assuming, without a particle of proof, that
they are being thought of sub-consciously—'‘the whole
is a thought-reading performance.”” = When -eclair-
voyance occurs at or soon after the death of the person
perceived, that is said to be due to the concentration
of thought of the dying on the distant person; in flat
contradiction to the fact of the gradual weakening of
faculty and final coma of dying persons.

Healing is either ‘‘imagination,”’ ‘‘hysteria,’’ or
‘‘suggestion’’; it being unnoticed that ‘‘suggestion’’ is
not in itself a mechanism at all, though it may set a
mechanism in motion.

Prophecy is simply ‘‘coincidence’’ ; such cases as the
express statement (recently published with authenti-
cated dates) made at the height of the German offensive
of March and April, 1918, that the tide of war would
turn on August 26th of the same year, being referred
to that category so convenient to illogical minds—coin-
cidence.  'The fulfilment and the event coincided.
Doubtless; but why did they coincide? that is the
logical question.

Automatic writing is, ‘‘of course,’’ the result of ‘‘un-
conscious cerebration,”” or telepathy from other minds
That half of a message has been given to one auto-
matist in Paris, and the other half to another automatist
eighty miles distant at the same hour, the blank
intervals in time at each place corresponding, proves
nothing to our sceptical friend; neither does he draw
any inference from the fact that such writing may, as
in the Glastonbury script, convey information which
no living person could be aware of. “It is all
telepathy.’’

In short, the process of elimination on one ground
or another, or no ground at all, leaves the resolute
sceptic with nothing whatever to synthesise. Q. E. T !
He is happy; why disturb him and make him lose his
temper?  But the chief reason for all this scepticism
is, as remarked by the late Dr. W. B. Carpenter, that
““there is no place in the fabric of (usual) thought into
which such facts can be fitted,”’ and therefore until
such a place is made, further evidence of the same
kind is useless. And Spiritualists might do well,
instead of labouring to prove over again phenomena
which have been established as well as experiment and
observation cyn establish anything to synthesise the
facts not for resolute sceptics but for the open-minded,
and deduce the elements of a scheme in accord with
the known facts of biclogy and physiecs. This we pro-
pose to do in following articles.

We are inaccurate when we talk of invention.
invents nothing. It is always discovery and application.
In every branch of science there are innumerable fixed laws;
processes of force and repression, swiftness and delay, decay
and renovation. The wonderful brain of man can, by
thonght and reasoning power, make novel arrangements of
bulk and proportion which effect attraction and repulsion,
and g0 produce a new thing.  But the laws on which it is
founded have heen bhefore the world hegan. -““Notes on a
Pilgrimage,” by L. H. J

Man
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FROM THE LIGHTHOUSE WINDOW.

Miss Lilian Whiting, in Boston, U.S.A.,, sends New
Year greelings to LiRT and its readers _We return the
sentiments of our always welcome contributor, and can
assure her that her beautiful books, which are ever in
request, bridge the distance between her and many appre-
ciative and grateful hearts.

* * » *

Mr. W. B. Yeats starts to-day (Saturday) for the United
States on a lecturing tour. mong our friends now
in America are Dr. Abraham Wallace, Lord and Lady
Glenconner, and Sir CGliver and Lady Lodge.

» - » »
Messrs. Kegan Paul, we understand, have in hand a
translation of Dr. Schrenck-Notzing’s famous book on
Materialisations.

- » * »

Mr William Hope, of the Crewe Circle, proposes in the
Spring to visit Paris, where a number of scientists are
anxjous to have the opportunity of witnessing his wonderful
work in comnection with psychic photography.

* * * *

Viscourtess Molesworth made the following sound com-

ment on a recent case in a letter in the “Daily Mail’’:
“During the reading of a letter from an officer who had
committed suicide the coromer explained that a certain
sentence apparently referred to the ‘Spiritualistic craze,
which is now upsetting the public mind.’ I think I am
riiht in affirming that this officer knew very little of the
subject, for no one with any real knowledge of Spiritualism
would face the consequegces of taking his own life. 8o, in
lessening the number of suicides, the so-called ‘craze’ might
be considered useful instead of calculated to ‘upset the
public mind.” ”’
* * M * *

Mr. R. A. Bush, alluding to this case, says ‘“The coroner’s
spiteful and ignorant remark was based on_the deceased
having said in a letter to a lady friend, ‘If I can possibly
et in touch with you (meaning, no doubt, after death) I
shall do so.” But the inquest revealed a number of forces
at work in his surroundings any one of which was sufficient
to cause self-destruction to such an overwrought man, with-
out recourse to Spiritualism as an incentive.’’

* * * *

We witnessed this little incident a few days ago. It
has a moral. Three friends occupied a small table at a
restaurant in London, and in the fourth seat there was a
stranger, a young man. After a time the stranger, apolo-

ising for intruding, asked if one of the three whose name
E?lhad overheard came from B—— (naming a certain town),
because he had been acquainted with such a one there, It
was so, but the gentleman failed to recall the questioner.
Then the latter said (and here comes in the moral), “Don’t
you remember the day I fainted in church and you carried
me into your house?”” The one spoken to replied, ‘‘Yes,
now I remembér you quite well.”” = These are the simple,
evidential touches which, when occurring with a medium,
are described by the ignorant as “‘trivial,”” but this instance
from everyday life proves they are indispensable for pur-
poses of identity.

. -

* * -

The persons concerned in the above incident were Mr.
Stanley De Brath, Miss Estelle Stead, Mr. Lesliec Curnow,
and Dr. J. C. Smith.

» - * »

A curious phase of psychic development is described as
follows by Mena M Bielby in a letter to the ‘‘Daily
Mail”’ : ““As all students of the occult know, the ability to
feel the thoughts of others is one phase of developed psychic
sensitiveness and is quite independent of any material link.
Personally, I regard the ability to ‘sensc’ the minds of others
as a_severe han%ic;p in the battle of life. It is not only
the Eastern peoples who re]gard speech as a means ol con-
cealing thought. I usually find an outwardly amicable
conversation with several people, especially with strangers,
cquivalent to a noisy meeting in which all are expressing
diverse views. Tho result is mental strain, taxing to the
full onc’s powers of tact and adaptability. In talk with
one person only I hear the other’s thoughts as clearly as if
spoken, and it is as if I were listening to a duct.  Such
- experience impels one at times to exclaim with Schiller,
‘Take back thy dreadful gift’?”

* » * *

Miss M. Mondell (Nantwich) vouches for the truth of the
following narrative: About mid-day on Thursday, December
4th, she heard in the house a child’s voice singing. No
child was visibly 'Fresent. but she recognised hoth the voice-
and the song. he voice was that of a little cousin who
had visited the family some months hefore, and the song
was one which during his stay he was always singing.
Subsequently a letter was received from the boy’s mothoer
containing the news that the child had passed away on the
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evening of the 4th as a result of a motor-car accident which
he had met with while returning from school at mid-day—
the very time that Miss Mondell heard his voice.

» » * *

Under the heading, ‘“My Spirit Boy—By His Mother,”’
the following appears in the “Weekly Dispatch’ (December
28th): “I lost a child aged thirteen eighteen years ago.
As I bad no proof that convinced me there was a future
oxistence, my grief was terrible. I prayed to God, if a
God there were, to prove to me that my child still lived. I
knew nothing of Spiritualism at all ~ While playing with
a planchette, given them as a toy, my two other children
suddenly got scrawled across the paper ‘Tell mother don’t
worry. Me happy.’ The vanished child had often adopted,
in fun, this baby talk to me when I said ‘You are all grow-
ing so big I shall soon have no baby left.” His two brothers,
aged fourteen and sixteen, were each accusing the other of
‘pushing’ the planchette, for when the message came they
had simply been treating it as a rather queer game that told
you your fortune, future profession, etc. This was the begin-
ning of four years of long conversations with my child,
through the planchette. We talked for three hours daily,
and I spent another hour or two copying it all down.”

* * * *

The new catalogue of the Theosophical Society, Tavistock
Square, has a section, classified under the clumsy term,
Psychism, in which is to be found a very representative col-
lection of works on Spiritualism. The cataloguer, how-
ever, who recorded ‘‘Footfalls on the Boundary of Another
World”’ as by ‘““Anon.”’ has yet something to learn.

* * * -

Sceptics of psychic phenomena have sometimes said, when
confronted with evidence of ‘‘apports,’’ that if there could
be produced by this means a copy of, say, “The Times of
India,”’ or the ‘““New York Times’’ of the previous day, they
would believe. So far this has not been accomplisheé, but
the experiences of the Rev. Drayton Thomas related in this
and a previous issue of LiGHT are a step in that direction,
for they give data from ““The Times,”’ ohtained a day before
publication.

- * * *

Replying to a clerical opponent who said that
Telepathy  accounted for a communications from
mediums the ‘‘National Spiritualist’’> (Chicago) asks
how accurate foretellin or prevision of future
events can be accounted for by Telepathy, unless

aided by an independent spirit intelligence. Our contem-
porary also asks the reverend gentleman to prove that
transfer of thought between mortal minds ever takes place
without the help of a third or spirit entity acting upon both
concerned parties

» » * »*

From a comment in the ‘Harbinger of Light’’ on the
decision of Mr. Bankes, K.C., in the recent case of Mrs.
Bloodworth, we see that a summary was cabled to Australia
-—a notable instance of growing recognition by the Press of
the public interest in the movement.

* * * *

Mr. Horace Teaf relates the following story in a con-
tribution to ‘“The Two Worlds” (January 9thz entitled
‘“Experiences.””  He says: “I am confident the Yfuture can
be foresecen. The fact has been forced upon me over an
over again through my own mediumistic powers and those
of others. Indeed, the first Spiritualist test I ever received
bore directly on this matter, and went far towards con-
vincing me of its reglity. Mr. Ronald Brailey was the
medium, and the place wherein it occurred, a Spiritualist
Church in North London  Between two and three hundred
people were present. I was not a Spiritualist then, and,
indeed, believed the cult to be a mixture of fraud and
credulity. My principal aim at the time was to expose the
whole affair.”

- * * *

Mr. Leaf continues: ““As evidence ol my unhelief, I care-
fully placed two articles in the tray sent round for the pur-
pose ol collecting articles for the medium to psychometrise,
my object being that as psychometry was impossible, Mr.
Brailey would contradict himself if he ‘read’ both articles.
On picking one of them, he gave a remarkably accurate
desceription of my past and present condition.,  Then he
foretold that although the owner of the article was opposed
to Spiritualism, he would, nevertheless, ono day become a
wreat supporter of it, and that “four years from now he will
stand upon this platform doing what I am doing.”  The
possibility of this coming to pass was so remote, that my
friends and T, after the meeting, made it a great source of
merrinient.  But Mr. Brailey was correct in all but one
detail, for exactly Tour years later I gave my first public
demonstration for that Society, but in another building.”’

* * * *

Apropos of the above, it is interesting to recall Taplace’s
remark that though we do not spealk of ::stmnomica‘ fore-
casts as propheey, to an Intelligence to whom the mechanism
ol the mind is as well known as are astronomical laws to
us, it might he as casy to foretell physical results from their
mental causes as it is [or an astronomer to predict an eclipse
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ANOTHER CRITIC GONE WRONG.*

AMUSING DISCOVERY OF A ‘‘SPURIOUS’ PASSAGE ¥RoM MYERS,
WrITTEN BY MyERs HIMSELF.

Reviewep py Erus T. Powrrn, LL.B., D.Sc.

This, at all events, is the work of a man who has devoted
some study to the science whereof he writes. It is refresh-
ing to find among the critics of psychic research ome who
reads first and writes afterwards, since most of them work
the other way round. ‘“Most now,”” Dr. Schofield says,
“confess the phenomena real,”’ though he thinks investiga-
tion superfluous because we have a book—to wit, the Bible
—which is full of the other world and contains much in-
formation concerning the spirits inhabiting it. And then,
having kept thus far on solid ground, he jumps (p. 197) to
the assertion that ‘‘all studies in necromancy are expressly
forbidden, with what is now seen by modern science to be
Divine wisdom.” To begin with, necromancy is not
psychic research, but the very antithesis thereof. But
apart from that, Dr. Schoficld does not notice that if it was
“Divine wisdom’’ which forbade whatever is meant by
witcheraft and familiar Spiritism in the Bible, the same
wisdom prohibited many things which modern common.
sense regards as perfectly harmless.

The same Divine wisdom forbade the eating of pork
(and therefore of bacon and sausages) (Lev. xi., 7); the con-
sumption of jugged hare (Lev. xi., 6); the wearing of a
garment made of two kinds of stuff (Lev. xix., 19); the
trimming of the beard (Lev. xix., 27); and the carving of
statues and the making of ornaments in the likeness of
anything in heaven or earth (Ex. xx., 4). It enjoined
upon housewives (Lev. xi., 33) the smashing of any dish into
which any mouse had fallen. It ordered the wearing, by
men, of fringes and other peculiar decorations which none
of us nowadays would dream of displaying.

The legislation which availed for the childhood of the
race is not apt for its adolescence. The developed freedgm
which justifies men and women in eating bacon for their
breakfast, in wearing garments fabricated from different
textile sources, and in washing instead of smashing the
contents of the china pantry will be sufficient to make good
our claim to explore tge Debateable Land.  Dr. Schofield’s
assertion that the investigation is ‘‘undoubtedly condemned
in_ principle and practice by the Bible’’ borders on the
ludicrous in the face of the specific New Testament command
to ‘“‘examine’’ the spirits, and when we remember St. Paul’s
explicit declaration that the capacity to do so is one of the
gifts of God.

In 1881, says. Dr. Schofield, ‘Canon Wilberforce
examined into Spiritism and believed it to be a revival of
Pagan mysteries and practices.”” In so far as it represents
the continuity of man’s efforts to penetrate the veil between
himself and the next plane, Canon Wilberforce’s belief was
right. The fact is no more a reproach to psychic investiga-
tion than would be the discovery that the possibility of wire-
less telegraphy was suspected by Plato or Socrates. That
discovery would only show that tnose great philosophers
had been in touch with mysterious forces which later science
was to analyse and yoke to the car of human progress.
Modern psychic science is in some respects a heritage from
earlier efforts by man to get behind the status quo, and see
what he can discover about his own destiny. Indeed, the
late Father Figgis (no mean authority) regarded the claims
of the Kucharist as being enhanced and dignified by their
relation to, and their development out of, man’s primeval
efforts at the creation of a satisfying and sacred ritual. “A
man who takes part in a high celebration of the Bucharist is a
witness of, and a sharer in, the unity of history. In this
worship he is carried far back throngh many ages, breathing
climates older than the Christian, and he, a modern, is at
one with primitive man.” (‘“Civilisation at the Cross
Roads,” i) 213.

This allusion to Wilberforce is but one of many quotations
which recoil with terrific force upon Dr. Schofield himself.
For instance, he quotes the “British Quarterly Review’’ as
saying that :

“to hearken to the voice of the dead is either a delusion
or a reality. If it be the former, no delusion can be more
mischievous, more degrading, more revolting. If it he
the latter, no pursuit can he more dangerous.”

How can you hearken to the voice of the dead? If a
personality is dead it possesses neither voice nor utterance.
But if the non-existent voice of the ‘““‘dead’ be a reality
Elwhat a supposition!) then ‘““no pursuit can be more

angerous’’ than hearkening to it. Mark the inconsequent
dogmatism of all these assertions. There were times when
narrow-minded but cocksure people would have told us that
astronomy, or the study of the Scriptures in the English
tongue, or the belief in the rotundity of the earth, or the
circulation of the blood, or the use of anwsthetics in surgical
operations were all dangerous and contrary to the will of

* “Modern Spiritism,” by A. T. Scnorisin, M.D. (J.
and A. Churchill, 3/6 net).
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God, Now it is the turn of psychic science, since only a
handful of lunatics believe the earth to be flat or scout the
beneficence of painless surgery. Another good insfance of
Dr. Schofield’s baseless cocksureness is found in a para-
graph on page 199:—

“Suspicion or scepticism (if known) seem as a Tule
fatal to the production of phenomena. Symﬁ)athy, with-
out the critical faculty, seems essential. All changes in
the ordinary procedure of a séance seem to paralyse it—a
change of tables, an inter,rugtion by a sceptic, ete. It
may be noted, in contrast, that our Lord’s miracles were
performed on occasions when rampant unbelief was present
(St. Luke, viii., 563; St. John, xii., 37).”

If Dr. Schofield had given a little more thought to this
aragraph he would have remembered such a passage as
ark vi., 5, where it is said that ‘‘He could not do any

miracle” in the urfriendly environment of His own country
and among envious kinsmen. Such a passage shows thal
the effect of the presence of hostile elements in the moderr
investigating circle is in complete accord with the principle:
behind the psychic forces as they were known to, and dis
cerned by, the writers of the New Testament.

But the most amusing instance of cocksureness gone
astray is provided by Dr. Schofield on p. 63, where he ha:
something to say about Sir Oliver Lodge’s ‘‘Christopher.’
Here is the paragraph, printed verbatim:—

“For something a little more positive let us turn ove
the leaves of ‘Christopher’ (Sir Oliver Lodge) a littl
further, to page 254. Here F. W. H. Myers, ?eahng
now from the other world, says: ‘Firstly and chiefly, I se

round to believe that the state of the dead is one of end
es¢ evolution their loves of earth persist .
the communion of saints constitutes the life ever
lasting. Even our loving memory . . supports .
these delivered spirits upon their upward way. <
wonder, since we are to them but as fellow-travellers
shrouded in a gearthly) mist. ‘“Neither death nor life
nor height nor depth, nor any other creature can bar u
from the hearth fires of the universe.””’ We leave th
reader to choose between the bathos of this apfa.l]ing
misquotation and the true conclusion of St. Paul—*‘ca
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesu
our Lord.” Strange and piteous that the gifted autho
of that wonderful poem ‘St. Paul’ should have had s
little respect to its subject, and should have so lowere:
his own great fame when in_the othér world, where, a
any rate, we expect some spiritual advance!’’*

The asterisk at the end of this pa.raﬁraph refers us t
a note at the bottom of the page in the following words : —

“Such a bathos is surely enough to any who knew F
W. H. Myers to show the words were none of his!”’

To show that the words were none of his! If Dr

- Schofield will only turn to page 287 in the second volum

of the first edition of Myers’s ‘‘Human Personality’’ he wi
find the passage as Myers’s own hand wrote it while he wa
vet in the flesh. It is to my mind one of the most beautift
passages in all literature. =~ That, however, is a matter c
taste. My literary judgment may be wrong, but the fact
are indisputable. = What is to be thought of a critic c
Spiritualism who is cocksure enough to denounce as utterl
spurious a passage which can be proved to be indisputabl
genuine and that by a reference which could easily hay
been made if only Dr. Schofield would have taken th
trouble to make it? i

DICKENS ON GROWING-UP IN THE OTHER LIFF

We are grateful to the (;01‘1'981)‘()udent who reminds us
tho following touching and beautiful Passage in the secor
chapter of *“‘Little Dorrit.” Arthur Clennam has just aske
Mr. Meagles if he has other children besides Pet:—

“No, no,” said Mr Meagles. ‘‘Not exactly other childre:
One other child.” .

: “I am afraid T have inadvertently touched upon a tende
theme.

“Never mind,” said Mr. Meagles. “If T am grave abm
it T am not at all sorrowful. It quiets me for a moment, b

- does not make me unhappy. Pet had a twin sister who die

when we could just see her eves--exactly like Pet’s—abos
tho table, as she stood on tiptoe holding by it.”

“Ah! indeed, indeed?”’

“Yes, and heing practical people, a result has gradual
sprung up iu the minds of Mrs., Meagles and myself whic
perhaps you may or perhaps may not—understand. P
and her baby sister were so exactly alike, and so complete
one, that in our thoughts we have never been able to sep
rate them since. It would he of no use to tell us that o
dead child was a mere infant. We have changed that chi
according to the changes in the child spared to us, ar
always with us. As Pet has grown, that child has grow:
as Pet has beconie more sensible and womanly, her sister h
become more sensible and womanly, by just the same d
orees. It would be as hard to convince me that if I was -
pass into the other world to-morrow, I should not, throug
the merey of God, bo received there hv a daughter just lil
lfﬁtr, js to persuade mo that et herself is not a reality at n
side.
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V.C. D. AND MR. COULSON KERNAHAN
A REPLY.

Mr. Coulson Kernahan writes:— :

Your distinguished contributor, V. C. D., who reviewed
my little book, “Spiritualism: A Personal Experience and
s Warning,”’ sends you a letter in which he raises several
interesting points. To his review, which was of course
from the Spiritualigtic standpoint, I took no exception;
his letter is frank and-fair, and my reply shall be equally so.

He thinks I claim to speak ‘“‘with authority.” I claim
no more than to have attended one séance, the very remark-
able, and, I frankly admit, unexplainable happenings at
which I have endeavoured in my book faithfully to describe.
On page 41 I say: ‘“‘It is true that I am no more than an
onlooker, of whom the proverb tells us that he sees most
of the game.” Where is there any claim to authority in
this?> To all that V. C. D. says I have an answer, but I
must not trespass further on your space than to reply to
the four questions which he explicitly puts to me, and num-
bers 1, 2, 3, 4

(lg “On what logical grounds,”’ he asks, ‘“‘does he infer
the first voice to have been the medium’s?’’ I reply on
the grounds that the voice was from the medium’s direction
and resembled his voice as I had heard it in conversation
before the sitting commenced.

{2) ‘““What experimental grounds has he for his theory
that the medium read his thoughts amid those of a number
of other -sitters?”’ I reply because the thoughts were
those which had been in my mind only half an hour before.
Subconsciously, they were perhaps still there, and to one
with the' thought-reading gift, might not be difficult to read

3) V. C. ]% then asks: ‘“What experimental verification
has he for the theory that a memory-picture can be ‘seen
upon_the stilled waters of my own mind, and thence pro-

jected, subconsciously, or all unconsciously, upon the
darkness’ ?’  First, may I say that I did not put forward
the theory with which V. C. D. credits me. . What I said

was ‘““the face was seen, the voice was heard, not only by
me, but by all of those present, including my father.
Otherwise’’ (that otherwise qualiﬁ’es all that follows) ‘I
should have believed and should believe now that the face
I saw was some memory-picture of Heine, seen upon the
stilled waters, etc.”” But I may add, sir, by way of com-
ment, that you, or I, or the reader, may dream of persons
known to us in childhood and though we have, perhaps, in
our waking moments forgotten those persons’ very exis-
tence, we seel them in our dream, every tiny detail exact,
to an eye-flicker, just as we had known them in our child
hood. Human memory is a mystery. Memory appears to
destroy nmone of her negatives, but to store them away that
she may reproduce them at a moment’s notice when, for
some unexplained reason, memory chooses to recall that
person to mind. In this particular case, the memory-
picture_was that of Heine, with every known portrait of
whom I was familiar, and of whom, in an article, after-
wards re-published in a book, I had written lengthily under
the title, ‘“A Problem in Personality.’”’ That Heine’s por-
trait should thus be reproduced, gives little cause for wonder.

I have answered all V. C. D.’s four questions, I trust
satisfactorily and fairly. But I note that he takes excep-
tion to my use of the word ‘‘creed’—as applied to Spirit-
walism. What I had in mind was the claim of Spiritualism
to be a religion; and as I take a ‘‘creed’’ to be an attempt,
briefly to put the main tenets of a religion into a con-
veniently-few sentences, I used ‘‘creed’” in that connection.
But if it offend V. C. D. I willingly withdraw it, and pro-
pose instead ‘‘thé teachings of Spiritualism.” = Is that
satisfactory ?

May I add, in conclusion, that since my little book was
ublished, letters from strangers—Spiritualists, non-
Spiritualists, and anti-Spiritualists—have come by every
post? I am in fact inundated by letters, a proof in itself
of the extraordinary interest which is being taken in the
subject.  These letters, some very lengtlg}, and some con-
taining remarkable revelations, for and against Spirit-
ualism, have added greatly to my knowledge, and if they
could be published would in themselves be a valuable con-
tribution to the subject under discussion.

We have submitted the foregoing to V. C. D., who sends
us the following repoinder :—

* No interest attaches to personal controversies, but some
comment is due on the position from which Mr. Kernahan
makes his attack on Spiritualism.

(1) Anyone who writes a book to instruct the public on
a large subject claims, ipso facto, to be an authority, i.e.,
to know more than those he sets out to instruct. If he
does not, why not hold his peace? A looker-on may see
most of a game, but this is not a game, and Mr. Kernahan
might as well walk through the London hospitals, read ‘“I'he
Lancet,” and then claim to see more than the medical pro-
fession,

(2) riis next repliy is a suspicion rather than a logical
inference; or if the latter, then an inference froni premises
so restricted as to confirm his suspicion. His first remark
that the voice was ‘“‘of course’” that of the medjum, gives
the “inference’’ away,
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(3) Mr. Kernahan does not realise the difference between
a guess and an experiment. To have experimental grounds
for his conclusion he should be able to refer to authentic
cases in which a thought-reader has performed the same
feat. If he could prove that there is a mechanism in the
brain by which a person can read the subconscious thoughts
of another, he would take rank with Newton as g discoverer
of natural law,

(4) Similarly the fourth case; Mr. Kernahan says that if
others had not seen, he would have believed it possible that
a mental 1ma§e could be projected on the darkness. There-
fore his mind is of that quality which thinks this more
rational and more possible than an objectification which he
has seen with hig own eyes and thinks ‘“‘inexplicable.”” It
is of course inexplicable to him; but not to those who con-
sider all the data and do not select only those which fit a
fore-judgment.

It would not be worth while to give so much attention
to illogical arguments if the attitude were not so common.
It seems hopeless to impress on a certain class of mind that
“Spiritualism’’ is a series of supernormal facts, among which
any mind may select, and use as it will. It is not a creed,
nor ““teaching,”” nor a religion, unless we choose to make it
so. The word is an _abstract and undefined term, just as
“Christianity’’ is. The ‘“Christianities’’ of Cardinal New-
man, the inquisitor Torquemada, His Holiness Innocent IIT.
or Pius IX., the average Irish priest, a Sinn Feiner, a
Russian village ‘‘pope,’’ an Anglican, a Methodist, Luther,
Calvin, the ex-Kaiser, Lord Halifax, the Rev. R. J. Camp-
bell, Archdeacon Wilberforce and General Booth, are not
more different than the concepts of Spiritualists, and it would
be easy, and equally illogical, to retort on ‘‘Christianity’’
with much stronger charges than Mr. Kernahan brings
against ‘‘Spiritualism.” ut facts are facts—human minds
(and still more, human temperaments) treat them differently.
The open-minded consider all without prejudice; Sectarians
habitually use Reason, not to elicit truth, but to discover
(and often to invent), premises on which their own pre-
judices may find standing ground. V. oD

[This correspondence must now close.—EDITOR.]

AUTOMATIC PASTEL DRAWING.

Mrs. Harris ar taE DEeLraIC CLUB.

Lieut.-Colonel Roskell, writing from the Delphic Club
on January 10th, sends the following interesting account:—

A somewhat dramatic incident happened here yesterday
evening. A week or so ago Mrs. Harris informed me she
had been ‘‘told’”’ to buy some pastels and stumps. Yester-
day morning she was similarly told to bring them to the
cluh.  Her lecture yesterday was advertised as being on
‘“‘Hygienic Conditions in Marriage,”’ but owing to a general
request she divided her talk between that subject and the
]ﬁuﬁtings she recently executed blindfolded at the Steinway

all.

Before the lecture she pinned a half-plate photographic
print, face downwards, on to the reading desk and placed
the box of pastels and stumps adjoining.

During the course of her lecture Mrs. Harris went under
control and began to use the pastels in the same rapid
and energetic manner as she painted the pictures at the
Steinway Hall. The stumps, when finished with, were
flung violently to the ground, and when I attempted to pick
them up I was told in a gruff, foreign accent to let them
lie.  Similarly as each pastel was done with it wasg pushed
vchemently into my hand. .

When the drawing was finished Mrs. Harris seized my
hand and suhsided scmewhat heavily on the platform. I
went to the reading desk and found the drawing had been
executed wupside douwn. ivervone in the room can testify
that although not blindfolded Mrs. Harris stood sideways to
the drawing and not once turned her head or eyes towards it.

In my opinion the drawing is much more finished than her
previous paintings, ard the wonderful thing about it, apart
from being upside down, is that the whole incident lasted
under five minutes. The drawing, together with the two
paintings, is now on view at the Delphic Club.

It is better to be a crystal and be broken than remain
perfect like a tile on the hoirse-top.—CHINESE PROVERB.
SPIRITUALISM AND ITS ALLoY.—Absolute perfection , and
purity in any human affairs are difficult and rare. Spiritual-
ism is sometimes alloyed with fraud. Mediums are some-
times fraudulent. Of the twelve disciples one was a traitor.
At least one of the Popes was a moral leper, and many a
cardinal, bishop and priest has sold his Master for lucre or
power. The present value of radium bromide is £18 per
milligramme, equal to ahout £500,000 per ounce. The value
is the cost of separating the radium from thousands of tons
of otherwise worthless material. The value of radium bro-
mide is not discounted by its association with so much that
is worthless; insliead the value is advanced. Even if truo
Spiritualism were hidden in the same ratio in fraud by
medium craft, it would still have a priceless worth. .
) —“Man-making,”” by W, . BentoN,
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WHAT SPIRITUALISM REVEALS.
By A. T. CoNNOR.

(Continued from page 16.)

Believing as we do that eternal progression is for each
.spirit a_personal matter, we are obliged to insist on personal
responsibility—or, more ‘correctly, the right of rsonal
initiative. Unless I* am in sole charge of all my thoughts
and actions—unless every motive underlying these is mine
—I am at the best only an instrument used by others, and
neither praise nor blame can be laid to my account.
cannot progress towards perfection as a result of other
eople’s work. I may profit by their example, their advice,
their encouragement-—but I must decide and act of and for
myself. I must struggle forward, overcoming all obstacles.
or the advance is mot mine. And my attainment of
happiness would depend on this provision, for were I not
allowed to fit myself for any state of existence into which I
might be pushed or pulled, I should be out of my proper
element, and abjectly miserable.

THE RIGHT OF SELF-DEVELOPMENT.

In order that I may be able to take full advantage of
this personal initiative, which is my inalienable right, it is
necessary that I should have an opportunity, or oppor-
tunities, of considering my mental and spiritual state. I
must consider my duties and responsibilities, and weigh them
against the use I have made of my opportunities. Then I
shall be able to see where I fall short in my efforts towards
progression. As a result of deep meditation and contem-

lation I may be satisfied that I have been doing all of which

was_capable, and to the best of my ability—or may decide
that I have been pursuing the wrong path, and treading
weary steps that must all be retraced. I may find that by
carelessness, by thoughtlessness, by selfishness or ignorance.
I hayve been littering my path with obstacles, every one of
which I must remove. Or by selflessness, single-minded-
ness, or devotion to my conception of duty, I may have made
my path delightfully smooth. Compensation and retribu-
tion—an impartial weighing of my opportunitics against m
achievements —are necessary corollaries of personal responsi-
bility and eternal progression. .

As our spiritual powers gradually expand, we begin to
realise new ideals in life, one of the first to take shape being
a new conception of our relationships with others.  Every
man, no matier how good or how bad, is our brother, with
every claim to be treated as such. Every woman, no matter
how pure or degraded. is our sister, with every claim that
sisterhood implies.  Social and other distinctions must be
either forgotten or cast asidg, and Man the Spirit be our
only consideration. We feel ourselves forced to a new
realisation of our duties as social beings. Not only those
who assist us, praise us, admire us, love or are loved by us,
but also those who thwart us, calumniate us, despise us, or
hate us, must be included in our community of love and

rogress. The profiteer; the sweater, who seems less than
human ; the lazy loafer who leaves the community to support
his wife and “father’’ his children; the swindler, the Eooli-
gan, the sneak-thief; the saint, the hypocrite and the model
citizen; the angels who work in our hospitals and homes,
and the harpies who throng Piccadilly and the highways
and by-ways of cities—all these are equally our brothers and
sisters, and equally entitled to our love.” This carries us
much farther than many of us are prepared to go, but until
we reach the stage when we can love our enemies and wastrels
without effort—not because it is our duty but because it is
an essential part of our nature—we shall be face to face
with an impassable obstacle in our path. Our slums, our
hooligans, our poor and needy—all reproach us with non-
realisation of this great ideal.  And they also convict us of
folly. for we are each the result of our inward impulses plus
the influences that surround and beat upon us. Each evil
(or  undeveloped) mind is a string out of tune in the
universal harmony. TUntil everyone is perfect, each in-
dividual less perfect than the average of his fellows is a drag
on the others. And the true brotherhood of man is exem.
plified in true forgiveness and expressed in loving service.

These facts_and realisations combine to give us a noble
conception of Deity. God we cannot know, but we can
build up an ideal of perfection towards which we are all
progressing. Our teaching of personal responsibility
prevents our conceiving a God who interferes in any way
in human affairs, but we can conceive a Centre of All, with
which we are all in contact. and from which we can draw at
will all that is necessary for our advancement. We can
believe in a God who is the Essence of Natural Law. We
can believe that so long as we live in harmony with this

aw we are serving God in spirvit and in truth. This Law
proclaims love as paramount, it argues expansion ahd pro-
gression, it insists on service and submission: and as in it
and by it we are nurtured, admonished, aided, guided and

“ ’:’ In this paragraph, and the one following, the term

is used as a synonym for ‘‘the Ego’'.—because the use
of the latter term would have led to cumbrous and invplsed
sentences which might have obscured my meaning.

[January 17, 1920.

advanced, we can call God, in the truest sense, our Father.
Put in a few words—by the study of Spiritualism God is
revealed to us as the abiding principle of KEternal and
Infinite Progression. ' ’

RECONSTRUCTION.

A PirA FOR THE PURIFICATION OF SPIRITUALISM.

When first investigating psychic phenomena, whilst quite
a youth, it was very strongly forced home to me that the
greatest enemies of Spiritualism were to be found in the
ranks of professing Spiritualists. An increased knowledge of
the reality of the unseen and a wider acquaintance with the
protagonists of the doctrines of Spiritualism, instead of de-
stroying that conviction, have but tended to confirm it. Out
of the volume of opprobrious criticism that is being poured
down on our religion let us sift the grains of truth and

- manfully admit that we are responsible for encouraging some

of the abuscs complained of. By way of constructive critic-
ism I venture to indicate one or two instances where, to
;ny]mind, we, as Spiritualists, have been, in the past, at
ault.

First of all, I would refer to the vexed question of pro-
fessional mediumship. By a professional medium, of course,
I mean a sensitive who exercises his or her psychic gifts as a
means of obtaining a livelihood. Many good souls there
are, I know, who earn a modest living out of their psychic
gifts. Probably they could earn more either in this or some
other profession, and as they cannot live on air, I think, in
all sincerity, that the labourer is worthy of his hire. Con-
cerning such I have no word of rebuke. The fault that they
are_obliged to earn their living in this way is ours, not
theirs. I say “fault’’ advisedly, because I think that the
oxercise of these gifts should be free from all financial con-
siderations, and the temptations accompanying same.

But the profession that includes these worthy toilers has
been besmeared by charlatans who shelter themselves under
its wing, and not by charlatans only, but, we say it with
sorrow, by those who are carnalising their spiritual gifts by
sordid money grabbing. We read that at one time D. D.
Home gave séances free to the poorer classes—the majority of
our present-day professional mediums sell their services to
the highest bidder. It is difficult, nowadays, for most inves-
tigators to obtain that conviction which the phenomena- of
Spiritualism afford, without the lavish expenditure of
guineas or half-guineas and oft-times for private séances an
absurdly high figure is asked.

Whilst in the midst of this article I read with pleasure
that the Northern Counties Union of the National Union of
Spiritualists have decided not to countenance upon their plat-
form those mediums who give private sittings for professional
gain. This may appear to be going to extremes, but better
that a little of the good tree should be cut out than that the
canker shauld rot the whole.

. The point T am anxious to make, however, is this:
We know that we are in possession of a great and
noble ‘ruth that there is no death. Iet us present that
truth to a hungering public in an attractive manner. Let us
horrow a little of the reverence of the Catholic and elevate
the tone of our churches, discountenahcing the tea-cup
readers, the card cutters, and the oddities who are dragging
Spivitualism through the mud. Other sects can have churches
of their own—why cannot Spiritualism with its wealthy sup-
porters do likewise? Make our churches such as will attract
the tl}l.l]kel' and the educated, and not the vulgar hunter after
sensation.

FRED Barrow.

. Asstated in our advertising columns, Mr. Percy R. Street
i1s to deliver an address before the TLondon Spiritualist
Alliance next Thursday evening, the 22nd inst. g’e regret
we cannot announce the subject, but Mr. Street’s utterances
are always well worth listening to, being marked by
originality, vigour of expression, and strong common sense.
The meeting will commence at 7.30 p.m.

““Turou Sornra’ (Vol. I1.) Elucidating the Science and
Philosophy of the Divine Mysteries, by Holden Edward
Sampson (Kegan Paul, Trench, Triibner and Co., Ltd., "
price 8/6 net), is free from such friendly offices as in the
first volume, noticed in Ligur of the 10th May last, sug-
gested Mr. Holden’s carly resort to the call: “Save me from
my friends.””  He stands here firmly on his own legs; and
veiled in mysteries as these are, they do not flout their office
of support. The reviewer who is afflicted with an incon-
veniel  conscience and an importunate sympathy finds him-
self in a painful predicament when such booEs come officially
before him.  In unofficial circumstances there is no trouble
ab all; he discovers that at least they are not for him, and
although he may he unable to sce in them ada tability to
anybody else he is not obliged to say so, and is Free to pass
them by quietly. The fact that they are interesting enough
to their producers suggests the existence of interested
readers.  The present writer would fain hope that so it
actually is.  The general sub-title of this volume is Re-
Goneration. It deals mainly with “The Physical Body,”
“The Noumenal Body,” “The Psychical Body,” and ‘““The
Spiritual Body,” in 383 pages.—W. B. P.



January 17, 1920.]

LIGHT. | i,

TO-MORROW’'S SOCIETY MEETINGS.

These notices are confined to announcements of meetings on the coming
8unday, with the addition only of other engagements In the same
week. They are charged at the rate of 1s. for two lines (Including the
name of the soclety) and 8d. for every additional line,

Marylebone Spiritualist Association, Lid., Steinway Hall,
Lower Seymour-street, W.1.—Mrs. M. H. Wallis. January
25th, Mr. Percy Beard.

The London Spiritual Mission, 13, Pembridge Place, W.2.
—11, Mr. Thomas Ella; 6.30, Mrs. ’{Vorthington. ‘Wednes-
day, January 21st, 7.80, Miss Ellen Conroy.

Walthamstow.—342, Hoe-street.—7, Mr. Kirby. Mon-
day, Grove-road, 7.30, Mr. Percy Street.

Shepherd’s Bush.—73, Becklow-road.—11, public circle;
7, Mrs. Golden. Thursday, 8, Mrs. Brown.

Croydon.—96, High-street.—11, Mr. P. Scholey; 6.30,
Mr. Ernest Hunt.

Kngston-on-Thames.—Bishop’s Hall, Thames-street.—
6.30, address and clairvoyance by Mrs. Marriott.

Peckham.—Lausanne-road.—7, Mrs. E. Orlowski. Thurs-
day, 8.15, Mrs. L. Harvey.

Woolwich and Plumstead.—1, Villas-road, Plumstead.—
8, Lyceum; 7, Mrs. Jamrach. Wednesday, 8, Mrs. Gordon.
The secretary is now Mr. E. A. Fidler, 18, Mount Pleasant,
Plumstead. -

Battersea.—45, St. John’s Hill, Clapham Junction.—
11.15, circle service; 6.30, Miss Ellen Conroy, M.A. 22nd,
8.15, clairvoyance.

Church of the Spirit, Windsor-road, Denmark Hill, S.E.—

1 a.m., Mrs. E. M. Ball; 6.30, Mrs. A. de Beaurepaire; S,
annual general meeting of members.

Wimbledon Sfpiritmzl Mission, 4} and 5, Broadway.—
11, Mr. E. J. Lofts; 6.30, Miss Violet Burton.  Wednesday,
7.5.0, meeting for members and associates only. Healin,
daily at 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., excepting Tuesday an
8aturday.

Brighton Spiritualist Brotherhood.—Old Steine Hall.—
11.30, healing circle, Mr. J. Macbeth Bain; 7, Mrs. Mary
Gordon. Monday, 'f..15, and Tuesday, 3, Mrs. Mary Gordon.
Thursday, 7.15, enquirers’. Friday, 6, annual members’ meet-
ing. Forward Movement see -specia’] advertisement.

Holloway.—Grovedale Hall (near Highgate Tube Station).
—To-day (Saturday), 7.30, grand social and dance. Sun-
day, 11, Mr. and Mrs. E. J. Pulham; 3, Lycecum; hearty
invitation to all; 7, trance address by Mr. T. W. Ella,
Tuesday, 8, annual general meeting of members; reports,
election of officers, ete. ednesday, Mrs. Harvey. 25th,
7, Mr. and Mrs. Pulham.

Spiritualist Services are held in LONDON on
Sundays as follows.
A M

| XY
*Battersea, 45, 8t. John’s Hill, Clapham

Junction ... ... 11-30 6-30
*Brixton, 143a, 8tockwell Park Road ... e 10
Osmberwell, People’s Church, Windsor

Road, Denmark Hill ... .. 11.0 6-3¢
Church of Higher Mysticism, 22, Prince

Street, Cavendish Square, W. <. 11-30 ... 6-30
*Qlapham, Reform Club, 8t. Luke’s Road 110 ... 70
Oroydon, Harewood Hall, 96, High Street 11-0 6-30
2Ealing, b6a, Uxbridge Road, Ealing

Broadway ... 79

Porest Gate, E.L SA, I:J';rlhm.:.:. H:ﬁl’,
Earlham Grove ... .. 1-8

*Fulham, 12, Lettice Street, Munster Road 11-16 ... 7-0
Hackney, 240a, Amhurst Road ... ]
Harrow, Co-operative Hall, Mason’s Avenue,
‘Wealdstone 6-30
#Kingston, Assembly Rooms, Bishop’s Hall,
mes Street ... ... 6-80
Lewisham, The Priory, 410, High Street 6-8¢

*Little Ilf'ord, Third Avenue Corner, Church

Road &-30
London Bpiritual Mission, 13, Pembridge -
Place, Bayswater, W. .., .. 11.0 .. 680
*Manor Park Spiritual Church, S8hrewsbury
nﬁ]‘,‘.} Stei Hall Tower B . 11-0 6.0
Marylebone, Steinway , Lower Beymour-
street; W.1. .ee e tee . 680
*Peckham, Lausanne Hall, Lausanne Road 11-30 ... -8
Plastow, Spiritualists’ Hall, Breemar Road ... 630
2Plumstead, Perseverance Hall, Villas Road e 1-8
Richmond, Castle Assembly Rooms ... ... . 78
*Btratford, Idmiston Road, Forest Lane... e 10
2Tottenham, ‘‘ The Chestnuts,”” 684, High
(Load v aee e eee . 70
’_Upser Holloway, Grovedale Hall, Grove-
ale Road ... e 1116 ... 70
Wimbledon , 4 and 5, Broadway 11-0 6.30

*Lyceum (Spiritualists’ Snndﬁ School) at 8 p.m.

THE UNDISCOVERED COUNTRY.

A Sequence of Spirit-Messages describing Death and the
After-World. Edited by HAROLD BAYLEY: Introduction
by SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 6s, 5d.
net post free.

¢, . . There are also messages dealing with ¢ War ’—the present
great War especially. All are valuable and instructive, and many of
them are on a high Elane of thought, full of consoling and inspiring
influence. The book is a notable production. It will nobly serve a
need at the present time.”—L1GHT.

J. ARTHUR HILL’S NEw BOOK,

SPIRITUALISM: ITS HISTORY, PHENOMENA AND
DOCTRINE. Large crown 8vo. Cloth, 8s. post free, .

Those who desire an authoritative statement of the facts about
Spiritualism will find it in this readable book, which explains what
Spiritualism and Psychical Research stand for ; while to the student
it will serve as an exhaustive Manual on the whole subject.

In an illuminating Introduction Sir Arthur Conan Doyle describes
his own attitude and experiences. ‘

MAN IS A SPIRIT. By J. ARTHUR HILL.
Large crown 8vo. Cloth, 5s. 6d. net post free.

A collection of spontaneous psychical experiences of many kinds,
told in the percipien*s’ own words, Their value lies in the fact that
they emanate from; .dividuals knowing nothing of the traditions or
conventions of psycaical research; and that Mr, Hill has included
no instance without having been convinced by correspondence or
interviews of the narrator’s integrity.

“ Light* Office, 6, Queen Square, London, W.C. 1.

THE PROOFS OF THE TRUTHS
OF SPIRITUALISM.

BY THE
Rev,. "Prot. G. HENSLOW,
F.L.S, F.G.S.,, F.R.H.S.

Mt A.

An extraordinarily definite account of experiments and results in
Automatic Handwriting—Trance—Seances— A pports—Poltergeists—
Radio-Mediumistic Phenomena—Matter through Matter—Levitation
~Spirit Lights—Spiris Bodies and Clothes—Spirit Photography—
Psychography—Materialisations, &ec.

With 61 Illustrations of Spirit Drawings, dc.
8/- net post tree.
Orrice or “LieHT,” 6, QUEEN SQUARE, Lonpon, W.C. 1.

NOW READY. NEW EDITION.

SPIRIT TEACHINGS.

Through the Mediumship of William Stainton Moses
(“M.A. Oxon.”)

By Automatic or Passive Writing.
With a Biography by Charlton T. Speer and Two Full-Page Portraits.

Eighth Edition, Bound in Cloth, 324 pages, price 6/- net,
or post free 6/6.

Orrion or “‘Lient,” 6, QueeN 8quars, Loxpox, W.O. 1.

THE HARMONIAL PHILOSOPHY.

A Compendium and Digest of the Works of
ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS,

Including His Natural and Divine Revelations, Great Harmonia,

Spiritual Intercourse, Answers to Ever Recurring Questions, Inner

Life, Summerland and Hea.venl{ Home, Fountains of New Mean;ngs,

Harmonial Man, Death and the Aftér Life, Spirit Mysteries and
Divine Guest.

Edited, with a Preface, Biographical Summary, and Notes,
By a Doctor of Hermetic Science.

The populsrity of the writings of the celebrated American seer,
Andrew Jackson Davis, among Spiritualists and numerous schools of
religious mystics, has been one of the phenomenal facts of the last
balf century. Investigators, however, have frequently found greab
difficulty in studying these psychical revelations, owing to the fact that
they are oomgrised in twenty-seven large volumes, and that no concise
summary of the teaching comprised in them has hitherto been given to
the world within any moderate compass. The objeot of this work has
been to present an impartial summary of the whole teaching of Andrew
Jackson Davis as far as possible, without diminution of any kind.

Cloth, 424 pages, 11/- net, post free.
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 6. QUEEN 8QUARE, LONDON, W.0. 1.

LIFE AFTER DEATH.
Problems of the Future Life and its Nature.
By James H. Hyslop, Ph.D.,, LL.D.

(Secretary of the American Society for Psychical Research, and
formerly Professor of Logic and Ethics in Columbia University).

Cloth, 846 pages, 9/6 nett post free.
LicHT Office, 6, Queen Square, London, W.C. 1.
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STANDARD BOOKS SUPPLIED TO ORDER FOR CASH ONLY.

Post free from the Office of “LigT,” 6, QUEEN SQUARE, SourmAMPTON Row. Lonpon, W.C. 1, at
the prices quoted. Remittances must accompany orders, otherwise they cannot be sent.

Spirit Teachings. Through the Mediumship of
Wm. Stainton Moses (M.A. Oxon.). By Automatio or Passive
Writing. With a Biogmptg b{ Charlton T. Speer and two full-page
portraits ; eighth edition. Cloth, 324 pages, 6s. 6d. :

An Ex-

n the Threshold of the Unseen.

amination of the Phenomena of § iritualism and of the EHvi-
dence for Survival after Death. By 8ir William Barrett, F.R.S.
Oloth, 336 pages, 8s.

Ma.n is a Spirit. A Collection of spontaneous

cases of Dream, Vision and Ecstasy, By J. Arthur Hill. Cloth,
199 pages, 5s. 5d. ’ .

iritualism : Its History, Phenomena and

Doctrine. By J. Arthur Hill. Introduction by 8ir A. Conan
Doyle. Cloth, 270 pages, 8s.

Our Life After Death. By the Rev.- Arthur
Chambers, Cloth, 4s. 11d. R
Ha.fed, Prince of Persia; His Experience in
Barth-Life and Spirit-Life, being Spirit Communications received
through Mr. David Duguid, the Glasgow Trance-Painting Medinm,
With an Appendix containing communications from the Spirit Artists,
Ruisdal and Steen. 592 pp., 6s. 6d. post free. . BT

ObJ ections to Spiritualism Answered. ByIE[—A_

Dallas. Boards, 128 pages, 2s. 24d.

Th% Harmonial Philosophy. A Compendium and

'gest of the Works of Andrew Jackson Davis, the American
Beer.

loth, 424 pages, 11s.
By W. J. Colville.

The Religion of To-Morrow.
Cloth, 320 pages, 4s. 11d.

uman Magnetism ; or, How to Hypnotise. A

Practical Handbook for Students of Mesmerism. By Professor

James Coates. With Ten Plates, showing induction of phenomena,
Experimental and Curative. Third Edition. Cloth, 68, 6d.

Seeing the Invisible. Practical Studies in Psy-
chometry, Thought Transference, Telepathy, and. Allied Phe-

pomena. By James Coates, Ph.D., F.A.S. Oloth, 6s. 6d.

C[The Gift of the Spirit. HEssays by Prentice
Mulford. Hdited by A, B. Waite. 4s.11d. :

eminiscences. By Alfred Smedley. Includ-

ing an account of Marvellous Spirit Manifestations, 1s,3d.

The Little Pilgrim in the Unseen. By Mrs.
Oliphant. Cloth, 2s. 3d.

After Death. New Enlarged Edition of Letters
from Julia. Given through W. T. Stead. Gloth, 3s. 11d.

Practical Psychometry : Its Value and How it

js Mastered. By O Hashnu Hara. 1s, 8d.

actical Yoga. A Series of Thoroughly

Practiocal Lessons upon the Philosophy and Practice of Yoga with
» chapter devoted to Persian Magic. By O Hashnu Hara. 1s. 8d.
Practical Hypnotism. Teaching eighteen differ-
- ent metho{ls 8?lf inducing Mesmerism or Hypnotism,. By O
8. .

The Voices. A Sequel to Glimpses of the Next
State. Acocounts of Sittings for the Direct Voice in 1912-13, By
Vice-Admiral W, Usborne Moore. Cloth, 461 pages, 4s.

eaking Across the Border Line. Letters from

a Husband in Spirit Life to His Wife on Earth. Paper covers,
28, 3d. Art Linen Binding, 3s. 4d.

Not. Silent, if Dead. By H. (Haweis). Through

the Mediumship of Parma. Cloth, 4s. 11d.

Hashnu Hara.

he Wonders of the Saints and Modern Spirit-
ualism. By the Rev. F. Fielding-Ould, M,A. Cloth, 4s. 9d. net.

aude’s Book. Hdited by L. Kelway-Bamber.
‘With letter from Sir Oliver Lodge. Cloth, 149 pages, 6s. 4d.
iritualism. A Philosophy of Life. By W.
H. Evans. Cloth, 76 pages, 1s. 24d.

Through the Mists, or Leaves from the Auto-

biography of a Soul in Paradise. Recorded for the author. B,
R. J. Lees, éioth, 4s. 5d. " v

The Life Elysian. Being More Leaves from the

Autobiography of a Soul in Paradise. Recorded for th th
by R. J: Lees. (gloth, 335 pages, 4s. 5d. © aushor

isions, Previsions and Miracles in Modern
Times. By E. Howard Grey,D.D.8. Oloth, 552 pages, 5s. 6d.

I‘he Proofs of the Lruths of Spiritualism. By

the Rev. Prof. G. Henslow, M.A. With 51 Illustrations. Cloth,
255 pages, 8s. net.

Telepathy, Genuine and Fraudulent: By W.

Wortley Baggally. With preface by 8ir O. T rth, 94

pages, 3s. 9d. e

Heard a Voice ; or, The Grea . -By

a King’s Counsel, Spirit Communicati riting,
through his two young daughters. Cloth, 27% L

ur Living Dead. Talks with_ mnds;

By B. Katharine Bates. Preface by Gleneral ‘arner.

Cloth, 160 pages, 2s. 8d o -

y Father. Personal and Spiritual Reminis-

cences. By Hstelle W. Stead. The life of W.T. Stead. Cloth,

378 pages, 2s. 9)d. N R
Three Narratives of After-Death

one West. ea
Experiences. Communicated to J. 8. M. Ward, B.A. Cloth,

359 pages, 5s. 6d.

Teachings of Love. Transmitted by wntmé
through M, E. Introduction by Ellis T. Powell, LL.B., D.Se.
pages, 1s. T4d. . N

he New Revelation.
Cloth, 170 pages, 5s. 4d. Paper covers, 2s. 9d.

Private Dowding. A Plain Record of the After-

Death Experiences of a Soldier. Cloth, 109 pages, 2s. 10d.

he Ministry of Angels Here and Beyond. -By

a Hospital Nurse (Joy). 174 pages, 2s. 2§d. \

hantasms of the Living, By Edmund Gurney,

F. W. H. Myers, and F. Podmore. Abridged edition, prepared by
Mrs. Henry Sidgwick. Dealing with Telepathy and Apparitions;
16 8pirit Drawings. Cloth, 520 pages, 16s. 6d. -

he Undiscovered Country. A Sequence ot
Spirit Messages describing Death and the After World. Hdited
by Harold Bayley. Cloth, 270 pages, 6s. 6d.

here is no Death. By Florence Marryat. Cloth,
265 pages, 2s. 10d. ’ :

-
-

By Sir A. Conan Doyle:

ere and Hereafter. A Treatise on Spiritual

Philosophy, offering a_Scientific and Rational Solation of the
Problem of Life and Death, By Leon Denis. Cloth, 4s. 5d. .

Ohristianity and Spiritualism. History of the

Gospels’ Secret Doctrine of Christianity, Intercourse with Spirits
of the Dead, The New Revelation. By Leon Denis. Cloth, 4s. bd.

he Next Room. Experiences, Visions and
Adventures of two Clairvoyantes. By D. and H, Severn.
\Oloth, 136 pages, 1s. 4d.

piritualism in the Bible. By E. W. and M. H,
Wallis. Boards, 104 pages, 1s. 84d.

Mediumship Explained: By E. W. and M. H:
Waliis. Boards, 96 pages, 2s. 24d.

How to Develop Mediumship, By E. W. and
M. H. Wallis. Boards, 110 pages, 2s. 24d. ’

he Reality of Psychic Phenomena, Raps, Levi-
tations, &c. By W.J. Crawford, D.Sc. Cloth, 246 pages, 6s.5d. net.

zperiments in Psychical Science, Levitation,

¢«Contact” and the * Direct Voice.” By W. J. Crawford,
D.Sc. Cloth, 101 pages, 6s. 5d. net. .

A Course of Practical Psychic Instruction.
Cloth, 8s. -

piritualism the Open Door to the Unseen Uni-
verse. By James Robertson. Cloth,413 pages, 8s. .

The Hidden Way Across the Threshold; or the

Mystery which hath been Hidden for Ages and from Generations,
Tllustrated and made plain with as few occult phrases as possible. By
J, C. Street. With plates. Cloth, 12s, 6d. net. .
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