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[?7ic Editor of “Light” ¿«Siri's it io be distinctly
understood that he can accept no responsibility as to the
opinions expressed by Contributors and Correspondents.
Free and courteous discussion is invited, but writers arc
alone responsible for the articles to which their names are
attached. |

NOTES BY THE WAY.
Contributed by " M. A. (Oxon.)”

Messrs. Gurney and Myers contribute to the October
number of the Nineitwidh Century, an elaborate article on
mesmerism, which they propose to follow by another on
the higher and rarer plvnomena of clairvoyance, plirenomesmerism, and mesmeric healing.
The present article
deals chiefly with the known and, indeed, familiar phenomena
which, as the writers justly remark, though eminently
impressive in themselves, and impressively stated in such
publications as the Xoisl, and by such writers as Dr.
Elliotson, have left little or no mark on the scientific
thought of the age. It is indeed marvellous to any one
fresh from a study of the works of Gregory, Elliotson, and
other writers of unquestioned repute, that, such facts so put
forth should have fallen almost absolutely out of the public
mind. The seed fell on a rock and found no chance of
otermination. It. would seem that there must be a condition
of preparedness in the public mind Iw-fore ideas can fructify.
There was no such condition then. Is there better hope
now ? The existence of the Society for Psychical Research,
and the exhaustive series of experiments that it has
conducted in Mesmeri-m as well as in other kindred fields of
research, are a sufficient answer.

Phice Twopence.

The sovereign remains on the floor, in spite of his most
I energetic attempts. It needs something more than a mere
'theory of “suggestion” to cover such cases.

I

The elaborate scries of experiments by which the Com
mittee of the Society for Psychical Research disproved
j the hypnotic theory as applicable universally, are familiar
' to the readers of “ Light.” They were absolutely complete,
and shewed conclusively that a given finger, for instance,
that had been surreptitiously mesmerised (if I may so say),
was perfectly insensible to pain. A lighted match applied
to the sensitive region surrounding the finger nail, and a
sharp carving-fork driven into the finger, alike failed to
elicit the faintest cry, or to produce any perceptible effect.
But it is impossible to do any justice in a necessarily brief
and rapid summary to the condensed arguments of Messrs.
Gurney and Myers, by which they demonstrate the reality
of the mesmeric force, or, in other words, the reality of
the specific facts of mesmerism, as distinct from those of
Hypnotism. These latter, by the way, are fully admitted.
It is against the universal applicability of the theory that
the writers contend.
One of the most interesting portions of a very interesting
paper is that in which the writers point out that many of
the more startling phenomena produced by mesmerism
occur spontaneously in certain cases of abnormal nervous
affection. “Itis not mesmerism which is responsible for
them, but Nature; i.e., mesmerism offers a special way of
producing phenomena which have been spontaneously pro
duced in ways wholly unknown to us before Mesmer was
born.”
.Spontaneous slvep-wakers shew certain modifi
cations of waking consciousness, extending irregularly over
one or more of five regions. (1) Sensibility to pain, (2) sen
sory and snpersensuoiis perception, (3) the current of con
sciousness, (4) memory, and (5) character or emotional
disposition—shew certain marked changes.
In each of
these particulars science is “ familiar with changes induced
by states of nutrition, by expectant attention, by narcotics,
by disease.” “ But in each case the spontaneous sleep
waking state will be found to carry us on by an uubroken
scries from changes which are familiar, and in a certain
sense explicable, to changes which are altogether baffling
and apparently at conflict with recognised law.” How this
thesis is elaborated and illustrated I must leave my readers
to find from a perusal of the article to which I am now
drawing their attention. It is eminently worth careful
attention, as one of (I trust) many attempts to set before
the public facts of vast importance, and, in the words of the
writers, to “drive a new’ roadway of direct experiment into
the jungle of those obscure phenomena which Science ne-

The theory of Hypnotism, stapled by Braid and elabor
ated by Heidenhain—which is, roughly, that the abnormal
state is self-induced, and is not attributable to any external
cause such as an effluence from any particular operator—is
rejected by the writers as insufficient to cover the whole
ground. The fact that some persons can operate success
fully, and others cannot, has never been met. If there be
no effluence from the operator how comes it that a given
person can influence a given “subject''’ with unvarying I
certainty, even through a wall or curtain, and when the yl cts, because- they cannot be accurately tested, and lynorance
sensitise is quite unaware that the effort is to be made? I distorts because they cannot be aulhoritntirely explained.”
How comes it that a “subject’’ so inflmneed can be
To the names of eminent scientific thinkers—Zellner,
released only by the particular person who controlled him, !
and by no one else? How are the singular effects of cioss- Clifford, Spotfiswoode—who have speculaled as to the
mesmerism to ’bo explained ? If the phenomena are existence of other dimensions of space, must now be added
covered bv the idea of“ suggestion,’’ as the scientists would ' that, of Professor Cayley, 'President of the. British Assoeiahave us to believe, how are we to account for such an ex- tion for the Advancement of Science. Though he frankly
periment as this? A boy is mesmerised, and told lie may' confessed his inability to demonstrate the existence of a
have a sovereign if he can pick it up. He tries with all fourth dimension of space, he was not afraid to speculate on
his might; the sweat pours down his face ; his countenance the existence of any number of dimensions. The only
shews the action of violent passions, but he is powerless, difficulty, he rather naively admitted, was in taking the
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first step in the demonstration. He got round his difficulty
by arguing from a two-dimensional space, which he could
conceive, to a four-dimensional space inconceivable to one
whois only a three-dimensional being. The probability to
which Professor Cayley leaned that space is of infinite
dimensions, and that we are, by the laws of our present
being, limited to a miserable three of them, is one that
thoughtful students of Psychical phenomena will not quarrel
with. The experiments of Zöllner, and the deductions that
lie drew from his observations make entirely in the direction
of the acceptance of that hypothesis.
The possibilities of a two-dimensional existence are
amusingly put in a paper in the current number of The
S/iri-tatuf called “Space Fancies.”
“ Watch,” the writer siys, “ the shadows thrown on the
ground by the sun, how they slide and change, continually
varying in shape and size, and constant in nothing but in this
— that they never leave some surface or other. Endow your
shadow with life, according to the fancy of the old story. Make
him independent of yourself an 1 of the sun, and imagine the
existence ho would spend, gliding over the surface of the world,
never lifting his head into the air, not feeling fettered, because
not able to conceive the motion of which he is incapable, (live
him a i|uasi-sul>3tance, so that other shadows may be as impene
trable by him as ordinary matter by our own bodies. Fix and
deline his shape, if you like ; or if you prefer it, imagine a
state of existence in which no shapes are fixed or permanent.
Imagine a world in which existence is shut in on the right hand
and the left by illimitable walls of nothingness, where the only
way of passing a man in the street would be to jump over his
head, w here books could only have one line in each page, and
where the Morse Alphabet would bo the only admissible form
of writing, foreven to cross a t would make a projection from
the page like that of a book printed in raised type. Imagine a
universe with suns, and stars, and worlds of its own, which
could be rolled up like a scroll, and put away in a corner, with
out its inhabitants perceiving a change 1 Or again, suppose the
shadow to have rigidity as well as substance, so as not to be
unaffected by changes of curvature in the surface in which he
moved. He would no longer be able to glide indifferently over
surfaces of every shape. If he came to a sudden bend or a
sharp crease in the surface to which lie was confined, ho would
be brought to a stand. It is curious to speculate what his sen
sations would be. It might be that he w mid find himself
mysteriously, and without perceptible cause, unable to move
forward. It might be that the crease would have the effect to
him of a solid wall of matter, perceptible by his senses as is what
we call matter by ours. A small isolated wrinkle in the surface
might appear to him a detached piece of matter. Nay, he might
himself be merely a moving wrinkle, a wave, in the surface
which ishis space. Hence the bold suggestion of Clifford that in
our own world also the difference between space where matter is
and space where matter is not may be only a difference of cur
vature.- Thus it would follow that men themselves are just
wrinkles of a similar description, and that we differ from nothing
ness only by jutting out indefinitely little into the Fourth
Dimension of Spi:r."

[October 6, 1883.

men on an occasion which would so emphasise and give
prominence to them.

An enthusiastic admirer of Gerald Massey’s has been
acting with some of the indiscretion that proverbially
belongs at times to ill-regulated zeal. He proposed the
formation of a fund to support Mr. Massey in his lecturing
tour through America and elsewhere. But this by no
means pleases the unwilling object of an unwelcome atten
tion. Mr. Massey protests that “an enemy” might have
done this. He has no sort of idea of fleecing his sup
porters, nor of accepting at their hands any subscriptions
whatever. Though he deals largely with the symbolism of
ecclesiastical functions, lie does not add to them the com
monest function of all—the “ taking up of a collection.’’
M r. Massey is certainly entitled to protest against being made
ridiculous by this “hearty admirer,'’ whose notions of what
is fitting are as strange as his way of phrasing his opinions.
“ Is this fragile man,” he asks in a fine burst of feeling, “ to
take his tongue in bis hand and inarch around the world
with it as his stock-in-trade ? ’ Mr. Massey declines to put
his tongue to that remarkable service. He will not only
not carry that very active member of which he makes such
good use, in his hand, but he will carry nothing else with
him, except, as he says, a brave heart. I do not suppose
that all this can in any way hurt Gerald Massey, but he is
entitled to have it known I y all whom it concerns that it
is extremely distasteful to him.
MA. (Oxox.)
SYMBOLISM THE LANGUAGE OF GOD.

“Same from tongue or speech
Bmish all figure, comprehend it not.
Ochers real wis.l >m, through similitudes,
Tlir High m : liirm of ext ;rn il sign an 1 form ;
Their spjsehby nitura rich with iinv'ei.
An I this, if I with revereaej so miy speak,
Is God’s own laag.i.ige ; yea, tint Eistern tongue
In which He choie toe inverse with mankind,
Is forme I by syinbeh. Is n >t all His world,
And all His Word, one speaking parable,
Speaking to s ime of thing) invisible ?
AU things with Him are d >ub!e ; eich event
Dith throw its shilow forward ; all His Word
Is a full store or countless images :
Who knows thun bait is limit Divinsly wise.”
From “ The Baptistery,” an anonymous poem, of great beauty,
published by Messrs. Parker and Co., Oxford, twenty years ago.

“The Banner of Light.”—With the current issue this
excellent American spiiitu d journil enters upon its fifty-fourth
volume, and upon the last half of its twenty-seventh year
of existence.
The dimj- of Ban mess Ad- Ima Von Vay’s days of ihildhood,
“ /’.< /.'m 7i . .'.i .s
n .lf.LL-/i<’iix,” has been translated into
English by Miss Caroline Corner. It was originally published
in aid of the funds of the ho»] itai <>f which the Baroness is a
z.-aloim patron, audit is expected that five hundred dollars will
be a Id ?d thereto from ils sale. 1 he Baroness is a fine tranecm.'dium.
SriRiTtiAi.lsM in Spain.—Spain, rather than any other
country, should receive distinction amid the higher records of
our faith ; for the people of this country have more to contend
with than any other where Spiritualism has made conspicuous
progress. Every one knows how difficult it is to throw off t>'e
impressions of childhood, the thraldom of early education ; think
then what the Spaniards have had to do in taking even one
step along the path Spiritualism points out. The anathema of
the whole Catholic Church is hurled at them ; (he frowns of the
priesthood they encounter at every corner ; and they have been
taught to dread the former as the direst ca’amity of their lives,
and the latter as heralding downfall in any business they may
undertake.
It is wonderful, then, to witness the sterling
strength tvhicli inheres, manifestly, in that body of our co
religionists who, thanks to a wisely liberal Government, cm
proclaim their sentime its in public assemblies and publish them
to the world in the form of papers, magazines, and books ; and,
in respect of the two former, Spain has hardly a rival.—

The Rev. S Houghton, M.D., F.R.S., a mathematician
of emimmce, preached before the members of the British
Association at their recent meeting at Southport.
He
dealt speculatively with the evidences for a God as drawn
from an observation of Nature. He discussed f ho question
“as a matter of pure, logic and reasoning, without any
reference to revelation,” and drew his arguments from
sources which are commending thmnst-l'es to the class of
mind which he was addressing. The Bishop of Carlisle,
pvidling on the same day, set himself to harmonise the
truth of religion and of science. He shewed how increasing
knowledge led mm to see a .close union between what,
on a superficial view, seem'-d very dissimilar things, e.y.,
heat, light, electricity; and he argued that a perfect know• ledge and an unclouded view could shew us that the
knowledge of God and the knowledge of Nature were one
and the same. It is surely a striking sign of the times
that such views should be set forth by two such eminent d. L. Bitten, in “ Banner of Light’’

Digitized by

LiOOQlC

October 6, 1883.]

LIGHT,

437

REMARKABLE SEANCES.

[ merely stating that if he had lately lost a son at Cambridge,

No. III.
I wish tb relate three or four cases of “ identity,” in proof
that the spirits who communicate are the spirits of those
whose names they bear ; are, in reality, what they represent
themselves to be.
I know that very often there are wicked influences at
work to deceive : sometimes for evil purposes ; at other
times deluding in a sort of “ tricky ” humour, followed, no
doubt, by a laugh, (we may imagine, although we cannot hear
it) at the credulity of the listener.
Happily I have not had much experience in that way ;
but I have heard of many of those who were great men
-and women on earth, appearing at sittings of men and
women yet in the flesh, and telling them—nothing worth a
doit. It is no unusual thing for persons to receive messages
from kings and queens, statesmen, warriors, authors, artists,
whose names
“In fame's eternal volume live for aye.”

I wished to make a communication to him. To that letter
I received no reply : the subject, of which he probably had
an “ inkling,” was no doubt distasteful to him : at all
|
events, he did not answer my letter.
Guess my astonishment when, on the 27th November, I
read this announcement in the “ Deaths ” column of the

—and who were, for any evidence they adduce, cobblers
and stone breakers—or worse—when they were earth
*
dwellers.
Deceptions of the kind, I repeat, have rarely happened
to me ; very recently, however, I received a message from
the---------, to convey to the--------- . I did nothing of tee
kind : for it was accompanied by no communication I could
recognise and adduce as a test.
The subject is far too large to be treated here ; but I will
relate three or four instances of such communications,
where there could be no doubt that the spirits com
municating with me, when on earth were the persons they
represented themselves to have been,
I received—the medium being Daniel Home, who I am
sure was rarely deluded, and never a wilful' deluder—a
message that purported to be from a daughter of Robert
Chambers, concerning a family matter of much’delicacy ;
when requested to communicate it to my honoured friend,
I declined to do so unless I obtained some test that might
convince him it was actually his daughter's spirit that
had been with me. The spirit said, “Tell him, pa love.” I
asked Robert Chambers if he knew what that meant. lie
said they were the last words his dying child had uttered
on earth, as he raised her head above the pillow. I then
considered myself free to deliver to him the message in
trusted to me to deliver.

At a sitting at our house, The Ferns, Upper Norwood,
on the 23rd November, 1865 (I believe that to Im the year,
but am not quite sure), there wore present Kate Fox, the
medium (it was before her marriage to Mr. Jenckeu), Miss
Ogden, an American lady, the artist James Orroek and his
wife, Mr. Beniamin Coleman, and Mr. and Mrs. S. C.
Hall.
. There came to us a spirit, an utter stranger to all of us,
who gave us the following message. In printing these de
tails I give merely the initials of the names; but I think'
there is no reason why the right initials should not be given ;
although some may thus recognise the persons.
“ Will you let me intrude my presence, first, and breathe a
message to my father, who is inconsolable. 1 died very
suddenly at Christ College. Tell my father to come and talk
with me. 1 can comfort him. My name is H----- B------ W------ . I
died on the 17th November. My fatlur's name is T----- C----W----- . I died at Christ College, Cambridge. Direct to Christ
College, Cambridge, T
C—— W
. I was twenty-one, and
have one brother. I wish to tell my father the meaning. All
this is true as there is a God in Heaven. Farewell.”

Next day, the 24th November, I wrote to the father.
Absurd tonimiinicatjotH lave, Doni time t<? (hue, been sent to me, purp.ding to lie niiL-giiiph poema from renowned poets who were, when
•• living,' pur-e nafty known to me, asking me to verify thorn. They were in nearly
all cates utter t:ash, though ’•written" by Thomas Moor
*,
L.E.L., Felicia
lieinuiiB, Cuieiidgc, Charles lamb, and others of equal e^rth-glory |

Times: —

“ On the 17th Nov., at Chiiit College, Cambridge, deeply
lamented, H----- B-------\V------- , second son of T------C------W----- , Esq., of C------Hall, Yorkshire.”

I offer no comments on this impressive evidence of
identity. I find the record written partly in Mrs. Hall's
baud writing and partly in mine, with the printed passage
cut from the Times newspaper of the 27th November.

A more remarkable evidence of ident ity I have to relate.
In 1862 (I think it was) I was invited to a sitting by the
artist, Mr. Hannah, at his house at Queen’s Elm, Brompton,
to meet the medium, Mr. Colchester (an American, since
dead). Anticipating the evening, I wrote a name in pencil
on a very small piece of paper, and enclosed the paper in
seven envelopes of different sizes, “crisscrossing” the
envelopes, so as to render it next to impossible to open them
undetected. When I entered Mr. Hannah's house, Col
chester was there; he had never before seen me, and did
not know my name. I placed the envelope enclosures in
his hand and said, “ Mr. Colchester, I desire, if it be possible,
to receive a communication from one whose name I have
written in that paper.” He pressed it between his
hands, and threw it into the grate, retiring into the next
room—a lighted and not a da^k room. I took it up, put it
into the fire, saw it burnt, and followed him. Soon after
we were seated, he pointed to me (whose name, I repeat, he
did not know) and said : “ Sir, there is a spirit by your
side who desires to communicate, with you.” I said, “ Let
the spirit tell me his earthly name.’’ He repeated the
alphabet, and the letters spelt out “ Hamilton Hall.”
“ Yes,” I said, “ that was the name I had written; now if
you are the spirit of my brother Hamilton, tell me what I
mean by this ! ” slapping my hand upon my thigh. The
alphabet was again used, and the answer spelt out by raps
at the several letters was this : “ I did it with a knife."
When we were children about eight or ten years old) I
was the elder), I was teasing him one day. Suddenly lie
took up the carving knife and threw it at me. It struck
me in the thigh, and the mark it made is visible there
to this day.'-’
I have one other incident to recall : In 1860, sitting
with Daniel Home (some persons of distinction being pre
sent) the spirit of my father came to us. When the name
“ Robert Hall ” was announced, I asked if he were my
father or my brother, my sailor brother was so-called ; the
answer being “Your father, Colonel Hall.” I requested
some test to make me sure. The answer given was this.
.It excited laughter among the party by whom it was not
understood, hut I knew that a more conclusive and con
vincing test could not have been given to me : “ 'The last time
ice met is Cork, ymt pulled my tai!.”
Like all military officers
of his time, he wore the queue ; he wore it indeed up to his
death, and was buried with it. Few persons living can
remember the queue : the hair behind was suffered to grow
long, sometimes as long as two feet : it was tied with
black i ibbon up to nearly the end ; an idea may be had of
I ha t another brother, a naval otticer. who was the best swimmer in the
service. He
MMhe navy, and was chief mate of an East India ship. A
hundred mi os off the Cape’of Good Hope, one night he was missed ; anti was
never heard ef afterwards. The ship had been hove to, blue lights were burnt,
and the boats lowered. It was a remarkably calm night: there was little wind :
yet the captain anti crew heard nothing and saw nothing of him- their much
loved officer. In 1865 or thereabouts, I was at a sitting with Daniel Home (Lords
Dunrawn and I.indrny being present). Daniel was in a trance, when I chanced
to sav, “ 1 have often widied to know how my brother Rolart was drowned, a
perfect swimmer, on a tianquil night." Daniel rose from his seat in apparent
terror and aiony, and exclaimed—“ Shark ! Shark! Shark!" I h«w Lot tho
least doubt thatiny brother accidentally fell overboard (a very trifling uccidct.6
under ordinary cirvurnshuives, it would have been to him) and was Seized by a
shark before he could give alarm to the watch on deck; that his voice was
1 stilled as he was drawn under the water.
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the Presbyterian society, and went through the various
' religious denominations; and in its progress and close, its
effects were the same. Those who dissented went off with
high heads and taunting language, and those who kept to
j their original sentiments, apjwared exercised and sorrowful.
And when the dividing spirit entered the Society.of Friends,
it. raged in as high a degree as in any I had noticed or
before discovered ; and as before, they who separated went
off with lofty looks and taunting, censuring language.
I Those who kept their ancient principles retired by theinI selves. It next appeared in the lodges of the Freemasons
No doubt I might add other cases of “identity ” as,
strong as those I have given. But your columns will not —it broke out in appearance like a volcano ; inasmuch, as
bear treatment of the subject at greater length. Moreover, it set the country in an uproar for a time. Then it entered
I think there must be some of your readers who can and politics throughout the United States, and did not stop
will supply you with facts more, effective than J can—as until it produced a civil war ; an abundance of blood was
evidence that the spirits who communicate with us, though shed in the course of the combat ; the Southern States lost
sometimes fraudulent cheats, are often entirely reliable their power, and slavery was annihilated from their borders,
witnesses to the truth of the doctrine in which so many j Then a Monarchical power sprang up —took the government
of us thoroughly bi-lievc: acting continually, if not i of the States -established a national religion, and made all
invariably, in accordance with the advice of the apostle, societies tributary to support its expenses. I saw them
“ Try the spirits ' ” None know better than Spiritualists, take property from Friends: I was amazed at beholding all
this, and I heard a voice proclaiming—‘This power shall
the truth of the poet’s lines :—■
not always stand, but with it I will chastise my Church
“ The devil can cite Scripture for his purpose,
1
until
they return to the faithfulness of their forefathers.
An evil soul producing holy witness
Thou seest what is coming upon thy native land, for their
Is like a villain with a smiling cheek,
' iniquities and the blood of Africa the remembrance of
A goodly apple rotten at the 1 cart.”
S. C. Ham.
| which is to come up before me.’ This vision is yet for
many days. I had no idea of writing it for many years,
VISION OF JOSEPH HOAG.
i until it became such a burden, that for my own relief I
have written it.”
The following is a lenjlel ¡>rinti-d In/ T, I/nnynrd, j>rinfer, !
A. M. H. W.
“ Chroiiubd'
but bearing no date. It is, j
The Asgei. <>e Death.—“ A correspondence on “Death"
however, not of recent date, since it has been for years in ' has recently taken place in the columns of the Detroit Five Frew,
the possession of the sender.
and in bright contrast to the general gloomy tone of the writers,
“Joseph Hoag’s parents were Presbyterians, who is a short letter from C. Gordon I’ulsford. of Cardilf. It would
almost seem as if the light of knowledge had tinged his thoughts,
endeavoured to educate their children in accordance with gilding his life with a consolation to be obtained in no other
their tenets ; but he early became a member of the religious way. “ I too have lost by the visit of the pitiful, not pitiless,
Society of Friends, ami, in process of time, an acknowledged angel, Death. I have seen him in his sterner aspect. 1 have
seen two dearly loved children, brother and sister, pass away in
minister, in which capacity he travelled extensively, lie' the agonies of suffocation ; the little forms writhing with the
and his wife Huldah (who was also a minister) were struggle for breath ; and I have seen him come softly to the
the parents of a large family, all of whom became help of an aged soul, who, after patient years of toil and sorrow,
grown so young, so like her Father that she was ready to go
ministers. Joseph was born in the year 1 762, and resided had
to Him to the homo prepared for her among the many mansions.
in early life in the wilderness part of New York, where ho I have seen the angel, Death, in many aspects, but always as
experienced many hardships. He afterwards removed to an angel of God, telling the message afresh that ‘ it is better on
’ We live our lives hero, wo work and work, often for
V ermont, and there died in 1816. Though the following before.
what seems but a miserable pittance, and miserable indeed it
vision was not known till recently, yet he communicated the would be were it not that the earthly recompense wo obtain is
same to his children and some of his friends many years not all. Weare able to look forward to death as a recompense,
ago. Joseph's estimable character, as well as that of his so full, so complete, so perfect, so lovely that we can have but a
faint conception of it now. The images of earth are neither per
family, forbid the supposition of doubt as to the genuineness fect enough in form nor colours to enable us to imagine the
splendour of what we call death. For, what is it ! It is tha
of the vision.
“ In the year 1803 (he said) in the eighth or ninth month, lifting of this curtain of flesh that now hinders our vision of the
beauty of holiness. It is the passing from the outer to the inner
I was one day alone in the lield, and observed that the sun I courts of the tabernacle. It is admission into the holy of holies."
shone clear—but a mist eclipsed its brightness. As I reflected I
Mr. Bishop ami His Bank Notes.—The following paragraph
upon the singularity of the event, my mind was struck into 1 has gone the round of the Press, and we cannot help asking
a silence the most solemn I ever remember to have witnessed, whether this is not another of Mr. Bishop's plans for obtaining
a gratuitucus advertisement at a very cheap rate. It would
for all my faculties were low and unusually brought into appear so. and we should H 't be surprised if Mr. Bishop pro
deep silence. I said to mys 'lf, ‘ What can all this mean? fessed to find the stolen notes. “Those w ho hide can find" would
1 do not recollect ever before to have been sensible of such be very applicable in this case, at any rate :“ A robbery of an
extraordinary character has been reported to the head constable
feelings.’ And 1 heard a voice from Heaven savin" of Liverpool, the person robbed being Mr. Irving Bishop, and
‘ This which thou seest is a sign of the present coming the theft being, strange to say, of bank notes, whose
time. I took the forefathers of this country from a land numbers he claims to be able to read in tho dark. It seems
(hat Mr. Bishop, who was slaying at the Grand Hotel, went
of oppression ; I placed them here among the people of the from his room for the purpose of proceeding down to the bar
forest; I sustained them, and while they were humble 1 of (he hotel to .settle his bill. He left on the table of his room
blessed and fed them, and they became a numerous people. four bank notes for a considerable amount, and it is rejiortcd to
the police that on his return the notes were gone.
A search
But they have now become proud, and have forgotten me was made everywhere for them, but (hey could not be found
who nourished them and protected them in the wilderness, and the conclusion come to was that some person in the hotel
and are running into every abomination and evil prac must have stolen them. The police were sent for, and four
detectives searched for the thought-reader’s missing notes, but
tice of which the old countries are guilty, ami have taken were equally unsuccessful in finding them. The detective police,
quietude from the land and suffered a dividing spirit to by the instructions of tlie head-constable, are still investigating
come among them-lift up thy eyes and behold!’ And this extraordinary robbery : and it is somewhat cruelly
that a person so clever as Mr. Bishop in divining
I saw them dividing in great heat. The division began suggcslcd
the identity of bank notes ought really to have little difficulty
in the churches on points of doctrine—it commenced in ' in discovering where his own are to be found.”

its character from old portraits, or indeed from pictures of
Chinese mandarins. We always call it the “ tail; ” its less
respectable title was “pigtail.” Consequently, when my
father's spirit gave me that test, he could have given me
none, I repeat, so conclusive and convincing,for none of the
other persons present could have guessed what was meant.
1 have no doubt that when wo did last “ meet in Cork ”
(where in 1826 he resided) I did pull his tail, to remind him
of an old playful practice of his children.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

it with Davy's case to prove it, but who when I e came to himself
would make a nice fuss if you trod upon his corn.
[It is preferable that correspondents should append their
Boulogno-sur-Mer.
Henry G. Atkinson.
names and addresses to communications. In any case, however,
these must bo supplied to the Editor as a guarantee of good
Errata in " Light” for September 1st.
faith.]
Tv the Editor of “ Light.”
Christian Symbolism.

To the Editor of “Light.”

Silt,—I was pleased, on my return to England, to find my
letter inserted in “ Light” for September 1st, but I very soon
discovered that i ot only was the Editor out of town, but the
printer was very obviously “abroad.” This is so rare an event
that I venture to ask a few lines for “correction of the press,”
especially as one of the misprints is almost as funny as “M. A.’s”
“ cucumbers.” The corrections are as follows —

Sin,—In addition to my last on the Trinity, which, I
presume, will appear along with this, and be my last utterance,
I see nothing to say to the letter of “ S. C. ” but that he
simply re asserts all which I had shewn to bo erroneous, and so
cannot have fully digested the explanations in my letters ; nor
can 1 agree with “K.,” that my expositions are only for the ’AGE. COM MN.
LINE.
EKKOll.
COU RKCTlON.
few and the learned, since their absolute aimplieity and clear 393 ... 1 .. . 2 from foot . .. uomiKiinnling ... confounding.
ness, it seems to mo, will commend themselves to all minds
2
.17 „ top .
tlliri is
there is.
»>
2
altht »tight
although.
■ :«• o
o
tlvit think, while for the rest, the usual instruction “ by
»»
2
my |Mjrfrctii»n ... my p’revption.
• -IS „
■
»i
pzrables” wdl suffice. Ono word more suggested by a con
o
. 20 „ foo'; .. .. omit “ nnd ’’ before “ remeniberiug.’'
j»
temporary. Has it ever occurred to the thoughtful that, at least
...
J
plane
■ 1 ....................
planet.
the ecclesiastical and literal use of the words, Christian and 3!H ... 1 .. • 1 o top .
began ■ ...
begun.
christening can only apply to members of the (.fatholie Church
„
...
1 . .a „
..
simple
sinful.
j»
(Roman or Greek), since they «'one use oil or ('hrbon in the
...
1 .. .11
comi-th
„
„
■■
come.
•j
...
1 .. •
gifts unto
rite of initiation ! Christ is anointed, Christian-anointed, and
gotd things t<>.
i«
o
o
christen, to anoint ; how, then, can these terms bo correctly
1’lease let me take this oppoltunily to thank “ A Jersey
used of those outside the Catholic Church, who have con Christian Spiritualist” for bis or her sympathetic letter. It is
sequently net.' r been. riwdntrd'or rhl istened. I—Yours,
always a pleasure to meet such confirmation i f one's thought
A Catholic Priest
—I remain, Sir, faithfully yours,
(hid not of the Homan fold alone).
A. E. Major.
Causation.
" Truth is tile holy of GoT, Light is his Shallow.’’— /’ lata.

Sir,—May I say a word on the great mistake in the attempt to
fathom the nature of “ the great First Cause least understood,’'
itself without a cause—what must to us be occult and unintelli
gible, the incomprehensible of the Christian, the noumenon of
Kant, “tho unknowable absolute ” of Herbert Spencer, the
unfathomable of all—so that all speculation in respect to it must
be mere fancy and untrue in a misuse of the human understand
ing resting on particulars observed in daylight experience—a
mind in nature, or a being outside nature. All equally shew
the mistake as to tho nature of reason aid human capacities.
“God is hidden under all that shines” but the light itself
hides its origin or efficient cause or reason.
Henry G. Atkinson.
Zschokke on Proofs of Immortality.

Sir, —Dr. Wyld's idea of the proof of an independent soul from
the effects occurring under the influence of antesthetics reminds
me of a passage in the life of that remarkable man Zschokke,
philosopher, statesman, philanthropist, Spiritualist, and clairvoy
ant. The passage is this : “It was at this time I wrote the ‘Yearning after the Invisible,’ which expressed the joyful state of my feel,
ings. I often smiled at the strange proofs of the immortality of the
soul, which philosophers had discovered, and thought that pure,
disinterested virtue would bean impossibility to us, if we possessed
any absolutely irrefragible and indubitable certainty on this point,”
Ac., which seems to me to be highly spiritual and sound sense
I have made experiments and have had the experience myself,
as described in my letters to Miss Martineau, p. Ib2, that
“ when etherised myself, I felt all nature dissolved away,
leaving only mind,” because the senses being deadened the mind
consisted in itself, and Bacon says under divination “the mind,
when it is withdrawn and collected into itself, and not diffused
int > tho organs of the body, hath some extent and latitude of
pro-notion, which appeared
*
most in sleep, in ccstacics and near
death, and more rarely in waking apprehensions ; and is induced
and furthered by those abstinences and observances which make
the mind most to consist in itself.” That is confined to its
special organ of consciousness the cerebrum, which is the fact, the
whole case and all that it proves.
The late Serjeant Cox as President of the Psychological
Society thought that the constant exchange of the particles of
the whole body whits', memory remained with the sense of possi
bility ami sameness was proof of an independent sou), forgetting
the animal magnetic transfer of the existing qualities and
characteristics. Memory and ihe sense of self evidently include
the fresh particle, or you must equally demand a permanent
soul for your dog and cat, nay, for the mouse and rat and the
little fleas that bite them. But what we wish to believe is
powerful argument, for the feelings precede logic, and idealism
that denies the existence of an external world has a rare time of

Kensington, September 22nd, 1883.
[We insert this letter in justice to Mr. Major, and were it
not for a lively remembrance that (Jui s’eseme »’arrute we should
almost feel tempted to write a word of explanation, especially as
from the oft repeated announcement, “ tho Editor of ‘Light’
is out of town,” our friends might be apt to think we had been
“on pleasure bent," and had neglected their interests. This is
not so. .The Editor has not been holiday making, but has bejn, if
anything, more pressed with his business duties than ever, and
on an average these last from ten to twelve hours a-day all
tho year round.
Then come in the claims of “Light” for
attention i and when we explain that added to the almost
insuperable difficulty of editing a weekly paper seventy miles
from London, the Editor had been obliged to take up his
quarters seven miles from the nearest post town, we hope for
a little consideration.
This, however, is no reason for bad
work,—and it was bad,—but we arc glad to think that the
many errors of the issue for September 1st are exceptional.
“The Editor of ‘Light’ will soon be free to return to town,”
and we do not think correspondents will have cause to com
plain again.—Ed. of “Light."]

Mr. W. Eglinton is paying a short visit to Pariá, and letteis
to reach him maybe directed to 2!t, Boulevard Haussman.
John Ruskin on Curiosity,—There is a mean curiosity, as
<>f a child opening a forbidden door, or a servant prying into
h°r master's business ; and a noble curiosity, questioning, in
the front of danger, the source of the great river beyond the
sand, the place of the great continent beyond the sea ; «

nobler rnriosd t/ still, uhi- h ipustions of the sourer of the Hirer of
Life and of th' spare of the '•nidinrid of J/e.iren, things nhieh
“ d'e aiuphi d- jire to look into.”
Tnorinn’-RKADING. - The following letter appears in Part
100 of ( ussetrs Family Mnyv.iitr :—“Sir, — When I read your
article on ‘Thought-Reading’ in the February number of your
Magazine, I determined to get all my fiiends to try the experi
ments described therein. It may be interesting to your readers
to know that I have met with singular success. 1 have found
two or three young ladies who possess the faculty, when blind
folded, of being able to describe objects placed behind them
upon which the attention of persons present is wholly concmtrail d, and I may add that this is accomplished without any
contact whatever. Imagined objects are also described, historical
scenes or pictures are rendered, and familiar quotations agreed
to be thought of are sometimes successfully named. With
contact, real or imaginary pains on the part of the thinker are
felt, by the subject. The experiments were commenced with
contact, but are found to be more successful without. The
‘ willing ’ experiments are also performed without contact. No
doubt there will be great individual variations, and a series of
carefully recorded observations is being made of the experiments
with the above subjects for scientific purposes, and if any of
your correspondents will kindly communicate to me the results
of their studies, or send them to Professor Barrett, Royal School
of Science, Dublin, they will confer a real favour upon those
who are endeavouring to elucidate the subject.—I am, youjs
faithfully, Malcolm Guthrie, 2, Park field-road, Liverpool.”
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*
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Postage.
SUBSCRIPTION RATES.
The Annual Subscription for “ Light,” post free to any address within t*. e
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Column, £2 2s. Pa^o, £1. A reduction male (or a series of ins jrtiotis.
Orders for Papers an I Advertisements may be a l-lresse l to “The Manager.”
All other communications should be sent to “The Editor.”
Chi'iues anl Post Office Orders may be made payable to Henry Barnes,
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eich weelf
NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC.
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Ave Mariadaue, London, and all Booksellers.

PEARLS GI VEX THROUGH MRS. A.
More than ten years ago I was staying with De. and
Mrs. A., and one hot afternoon in July, we were in their
large drawing room, widely apart, Mrs. A. lying on a sofa,
and Dr. A. and I in easy chairs. Suddenly I heard a rattling
sound on my silk dress, and, at the same moment Mrs. A.
called out “ Samething has fallen down into your lap.” As I
started up I saw several sn^ill pear.s drop on the floor. I
picked up four. Knocks then sounded for the alphabet on a
small table, close to me, and I got the following message :
“ There were five pearls given to you, ami you shall have the
other,” for winch, however, we all searched in vain ; but
that night, a; we all stood together, Dr. A. lighting our
bedroom candles, we heard something fall on a small table
some way behind ui, and on looking found it to be the
fifth pearl. All this was done in full light—that of the
sun in the afternoon, and of brilliant lamps and candle
light at night. Comment seems needless.
A S.
Erratum. — At page 426, first column, line 16 from the
bittom, for “realise'’ read “criticise.”
“ A New Basu of Belief.”—The new issue of the superior
edition of this work contains a fine Woodbury type portrait of
the author.
Central As:ouiti>n of Shrituailsts.—We are requested
to call attention to the meeting of Council, which will be held
on Tues lay evening next, at 38, Great Russell-street, and to ex
press tho hope that the members will make a point of attending if
possible.
William Denton. —This popular lecturer on Spiritualism and
cognate subjects has completed his engagements in Australia,
and left Thursday Island in July last for New Guinea, tn route
for America. His sojourn amongst the Victorian Spiritualists
has been a most successful and useful one.
Kersey Graves, a well-known American Spiritualist, has passed
onward. A calm and abiding faith in the Spiritual philosophy
him stood in good steal during his transition. His last words were
—“ A wave of comfort passes over ms. It is all right"—a fit
ending to a useful and honourable earthly life.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6th, 1883.
NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS.
The Editor of “Light” will esteem it a favour if realers and
subscribers will make a point of introducing this journal to
the notice of those who arc interested in the subjects
discussed lierein from week to week.

“ AN INCIDENT” IN THE LIFE OF MR. HOME.
Some years ago I was at a séance of Mr. D.
Home's at the house of the late Elizabeth, Lady Dunsany.
There were only four or five persons—all Spiritualists—-and
the sitting was most harmonious. We had flowers given
to us, and loving messages from dear ones “gone before,"
and alto gether it was a peaceful, charming evening. We
all regretted when it came to an end between ten and eleven
o’clock by the usual “Good night, God bless you," being
given. Just as we were seated round the supper tray, a
loud ring sounded from the door bell, and a servant came
to say that two gentlemen were in the hall asking for Mr.
Home, who immediately stood up and begged Lady Dunsany's permission to go down to them, when she most
kindly said, “ Pray bring them up ; any friends of
yours will be welcome,” and he quickly returned,
introducing Prince Murat and Lord Adare (now
Lord Dunraven). They had called hoping to cutch Mr.
Home at the end of the séance. After seme very agreeable
chit chat, Prince Murat asked Mr. Home whether he
remembered the fit st evening he met him at the Tuileries,
and how very ill he had behaved, going under the table and
laying hold of his feet, and declaring that he would “ find
out his tricks.’’ “Was I not a saucy little dog?" he said,
to which Mr. Home laughingly agreed, and we were all
much amused by the Prince’s lively tale, which ended by
his saying, turning to Mr. Home, “When you left the room
the Emperor leant forward with his arms on the table and
said, in the most impressive manner, ‘ Whoever says thatHome is a ckarktlan is a Uir.’” This we felt was informa
tion from the fountain head !
A. S.
John Wesley and Spiritualism.Good Angels,” a
sermon of John Wesley’s which has been reprinted many times,
has again been issued in pamphlet form, by Mr. W. V. Terry,
the editor of the //>«ln/u/er of Light. It is well adapted for
circulation in Methodist circles. In this sermon John Wesley
distinctly affirms his belief in the ministry of spirits good and
bad, giving the picpondeiwiec in power to the former, whom he.
Assumes to be lound about us constantly protecting us from evil
and assisting us in ¡dl good works, especially in lidding.

(October 6, 1883.

A New “Exposer”

!

at the

Antipodes.—A Mr C. E.

Jones is posing as an exposer of Spiritualism, and has been
trying hard both at Ballarat and Castlemaine to get up a debate,
but the gauntlets he has flung about are not clean enough to be
picked up by any respectable Spiritualist. Wc are advised that
at Castlemaine no Spiritualist attended his lecture, but three
prominent members of the body distributed a substantial correc
tive in the shape of a circular containing a list of several hundred
eminent scientists, philosophers, statesmen, jurists, nobility, and
literary men, who have accepted, after investigation, the facts or
philosophy of Spiritualism. It is significant that the three most
recent exposers (!) of Spiritualism—Washington Irving Bishop,
Thomas Walker, and C. E. Jones, are men whose antecedents
will not liear critical investigation.—ILtrbinjtr of Light.
Mr. Charles Bright on Spiritualism.— This gentleman is
a popular lecturer amongst our friends at the Antipodes.
Speaking in the Gaiety Theatre, Sydney, on “Why I am a
Spiritualist,” he said : —“ To him the fact of continued existence
was a scientific fact of the universe, and he conceived that it was
well that eveiy now and again he should make it known that he
entertained such a belief—nay, more than a belief, he might say
absolute knowledge. He was a Spiritualist, because the facts
which came under his notice made him one ; because it appeared
to him reasonable likewise, and lastly, because the Philosophy
of Spiritualism, in his judgment, was sublime and soul-satisfying.
Briefly defining a Spiritualist, he went on to describe the
circumstances which made him one ; how fourteen years since
he was deputed by the Argo» to look into Spiritualism with the
view of writing a series of articles on it, the presumption being
that they would be antagonistic to its claims. His investigations,
lu«wcver, led him to a different conclusion, and compelled him t->
write in its favour. After relating several incidents in his
experiences which compelled belief, he referred to the experiences
of several eminent men who, going over the same ground, had
come to similar conclusions, and concluded by shewing the
tendency <>f Spiritualism to make manifest the good in :dl
things.”
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SPIRITUALISM—IS IT OF DIVINE ORIGIN
*

USB1? called him “ bald-head,” has been spoken of by the clergy as an
allegory. Would it not be better if they would tell you where
An Address delivered by Mrs. E. H. Britten, in the Grand allegory ends and truth begins 1 Elijah declares that the power of
Assenting Rooms, Leeds, Sunday, September 23rd, 1883.
God is upon him compelling him to describe the future of Israel ;
and Daniel interprets dreams. In the palace, we find not only the
(Reported by W. G antbey.)
interpretation of dreams : but still another mode of spirit manifes.
There are doubtless many here who have heard that Spiritual tation, in the shape of the mystic handwriting upon the wall.
ism is of anything but Divine origin, and that it is all the work of When we come to the New Testament, we find it is full of records
tricksters ; whilst many others will have heard that it is some of the power of angels ; but it is not always recognised, for we
new form of modem infidelity. There are still others who have find that at the baptism of Jesus, whilst some of them heard a
been told that it is the latest work of the great enemy of man voice, another said that it thundered. Another similar case is
kind. All, at any rate, have heard if Spiritualism. The the conversion of Saul, where some, besides seeing the light,
speaker has gone twice round the world and into many lands— heard the voice ; whilst others did not.
savage and civilised, in some of which the mystic name had
Bible Spirt uallsm was subject to conditions.
never before been heard. The latest saying of the clergy is,
You say that this power of God was made manifest, incar
that Spiritualism is the work of the devil. They do not deny nate in the flesh, and dwelt among men; and that as long as
its facts. In Australasia, in France, in Italy, throughout the the Apostles were with that Dieinr. Being, they could perform
lands of the West, and also in your own land, your speaker those mighty works.
How was it that that Divine Being
has publicly and privately met many ministers of the Christian Himself could perform those works in one place, and could not
religion, who claimed to know that Spiritualism was true, but in another ? Jesus could not perform some of His works in
who said it was demoniacal, and therefore, what was the use of one place, because the conditions were wanting; or as
it! Now, friends, wc speak to-night but briefly, as to whether it was said, because of the hardness of the people's
Spiritualism is Divine in the popular sense of the word, meaning hearts.
In the 9th chapter of Mark, we find that Ho
by that, not what you or some other individual may choose to rebuked the Apostles, because they could not cast a devil out of
call Divine, but that which those who arc placed in the scat of a child : and when they questioned Him as to why they could
power, and arc authorised to teach you the way to Heaven call not do it, He did not say it was because they were not Divine,
Divine. They tell you there is but one Divine revelation; but but answered : “This kind goeth not out but by prayer and
one Divine book ; but one Divine path to Heaven : and that is fasting." They failed, because the psychological conditions were
ihe Bible. Sometimes they speak of Divine beauty, Divine uses, wanting. These powers were not peculiar to Jes :s alone, be
Divine truths, Divine actions, but then they are only using the cause Ue said, “That which I do, ye shall do likewise; and
popular term. We shall shew that Spiritualism is Divine in greater works shall ye do, because I go to My Father." In the
both senses.
last chapter of Mark, He said that these signs should follow those
Spiritualism in the Bible.
who believe in Him ; they should cast out devils; speak with
First, as to the Bible. Try to take Spiritualism out of it, new tongues, take up serpents ; if they drank any deadly
and what do you leave behind I Nothing but the history of a thing it should not harm them ; and if they laid
barbarous people, with their murders, their pillages, their short their hands upon the sick, they would recover.
comings, and their abundant wickednesses. Now restore
The Signs that Follow those that Believe.
Spiritualism, and you find the footprints of the Divine Father
Not
more
than three years ago, in a public journalistic debate,
and His angels at every place. We shall give a f-w familiar
illustrations, because we propose to shew that they are similar Bishop Moorhouse, of Melbourne, asked your speaker why the
to what has been known in our own times. Abraham saw spirits did not do this thing and another, and she replied by ask
spirits; and conversed, ate, and drank with them. Ho called ing the Bishop why the clergy could notgivo the signs enumerated
them “ Lord God,” but we can scarcely question Jesus when Ho in this chapter. He said no man in his sober senses would
said, that no man had seen God at any time. Jacob, in a expect such things now, because the words only applied
dream,’beheld a ladder on which angels ascended a :d descended to the Apostles. If those words were only addressed to the
—angels on every round Have you ever asked your clergymen, Apostles, then all other words of Jesus were likewise addressed
when that ladder was drawn up ? If that was sacred and Di to them, and you have nothing to' do with the Christian religion.
vine truth, then it is sacred and Divine to-day. Joseph was The promise of these signs or tokens was addressed to the Apos
a diviner, and saw into the future. Balaam was a trance medium tles in the same manner as He addressed all His words to them :
— for he had his eyes opened and spoke, ho said, “as the Lord and if He addressed the world through them as He is said to have
God commanded him.” He said, “ If Balaak would give me done, how is it that Christians of to-day do not give the signs ?
his bouse full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the com Now we find in the Acts of the Apostles that on the Day of Pen
mandment of the Lord, to do cither good or bad of mine tecost there was a mighty rushing wind, and there being many
own mind; but what the Lord saith, that will I speak.” strangers there, the Apostles spoke in divers tongues ; and the
Gideon, too, beheld angels, but did not believe in them. You building in which they had met is said to have been shaken. The
are told that angels appeared with wings, with hallowed glory, prison doors were opened for Peter, and many signs and wonders
and with all the radiant paraphernalia of Heaven ; and yet poor were done by one and another of the Apostles. The Apostle
Gideon did not believo but that they were men. He asked as a James expressly declares (James v. 15) that when there are any
sign that the dew should fall upon a fleece of wool without sick in the church the prayer of faith will bring a power that will
falling also upon the ground. Still be did not believe, and asked restore them. Why is it not done I
Post-Apostolic Spiritualism.
for another test; and that was that the dews should fall
Now we have been told by more than Bishop Moorhouse,
upon the ground without falling upon the fleece. Not till that
was done did he believe. Samuel was a seer, and represented by the bishop of a largo city very near to you—Liverpool —
a class which has been spoken of by. Josephus, and also in the we have been told by him that these signs and tokens
We say that this
Tclmud. There was a school of prophets and Samuel was one ceased with the days of the Apostles.
of them. As a child, he heard voices ; and as a man, he was is false. Ihey continued over COO years or so, and men,
in the habit of putting lost strangers in their way, describing some of whom have been canonised as saints, were known to
and recovering lost property, telling hidden things, and accept have worked miracles. The historical accounts cannot all have
ing pay for what he did. Wc are told that Saul, the son of been falsified, for St. Augustine apologises in his “ Ecclesiastical
Kish, went to seek his father’s asses; and that failing to find History ” fur not recording more of these wonders, because they
them, the servant who attended him said that within the city were so common. The writings of the Christian Fathers are fidl
there was a man of God—meaning Samuel. In the 9th verse of of accounts of miracles, many of which we might quote, but it
the same chapter, (Sam. ix.) the man of God is again spoken would take up too much of your time. In the fourth century, a
of, but as a seer and a prophet, shewing that man of God, seer, council was called which ruled that, henceforth, no laymen
and prophet, were one. Then the servant said, “ Let us go to this should be allowed to heal the sick. In that synod, healing by
seer," thus shewing that it was the custom of the times. Samuel, the laying on of hands was claimed to belong t > the province of
after’hc had passed from the earth, re-appears as a spirit to the the Church. Why docs the Church not exorcise it I It is be
woman of Endor, who tells Saul that she “saw gods ascend, cause she has grown rich and strong, and the successors of the
ing out of the earth ; " so it is obvious that spirits were some, poor fishermen have exchanged their humble calling, changing
times called gods. Elisha's causing two bears to come out of their poor garments for the mitres and splendid robes of bishops
the woods to tear to pieces forty and two children because they and archMshops. The Man of Sorrows conveyed His powers to
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the Churches that are dedicated to His name, and now in our
day there is no admission for them. Thus it was that the power
left the Churches : but though it left them, it never left the
world ; for, from the tenth century up to the seventeenth, we
read in the history of witchcraft-of thousands,of tens of thousands,
who were put to death for the crime of witchcraft. . If you read
their trials, you will see that they were condemned and killed
for giving those signs which the Master Himself had com
mended.

[October 6, 1883.

Spiritualism In Relation to the Negations of God and Immortality.

Throughout the great instructed land of Russia, not
among tho ignorant—tho serfs—but amongst tho botter
informed thinkers—tho students, and university mefl, and
women of high rank—secularism, under thé name of Nihilism,
is proclaiming that there is no God. Tho schools of philosophy
in Germany are full of negations of God and immortality ;
and in France, in this their day of freedom, religion is
laughed at, and looked upon as simply tho fashion of the hour.
Spiritualism In the Middle Ages.
Have yu not heard tho cry in America, and in England,
All down the ages, you will find from history, that super- that religion is declining ? Religion among m my of the cultivated
naturalism or spirit-power never left the world ; but was is now little more than a name.
Why Spiritualism Is Divine.
to be found in every country. It was found in the house of
God help those who need the comfort of religion ; the home
Martin Luther, in the strange fantastic sounds known as hauntings. The founder of the Reformation heard a voice warning him, less, ragged wanderers, who arc hungry and miserable. Re’igion
while he was performing penance at Rome. History is full of is almost being blotted out, ami amongst some of the highest and
manifestations of the signs promised by the Master. In the moat learned, there is a total absence of religious faith, as is
story of Samuel you have evidence to shew that men of God, shewn in the reasonings of not a few of the nest writers of tho
seers, or prophets, were accustomed to put lost travellers in day. Do you ask us of what use Spiritualism is, and if it is Divine !
their way, and received presents for their work. Wc have Is it not Divine to know of God, to know how to do good, and to
reminded you of the promise made by the Master, that some of believe in immortality ?
the works which He performed, others should perform like
Because It proves the Continuity of Life.
wise. We claim that spirits appeared under the Old Testament
First, Spiritualism proves tho continuity of life. Perhaps you
dispensation as men. We are told that the word angel signifies may not have experimented, and if so, Spiritualism like other
messenger. Peter's spirit was called his angel, when appearing things, will not
*ali'ord
you any royal road to knowledge ; f .rthe
to his companions ; they could not at first believe it was him, but same words which were spoken of old, may be used now ; “ Ask.
said, it was his angel.
We are told by reverend gentlemen that and it shall be given you ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it
in olden times people never communed with the dead. Did shall be opened unto you.’’ Do that, and then Spiritualism will
they not ? Well, they did not, because there are no dead, and in bring to you the proof direct of continued existence. Even now,
that sense, what they say is quite true. If these gentlemen, there is flowing from the medium's pen proofs of it, which have
who are the teachers of tho people, but remembered the come from every country in tho world; and her words are
sublime word of God, they would know that God is not tho God beingcorroboratcd by facts that arc being testified to by more than
of the dead, because there are no dead. They should remem twice ten thousand living witnesses—all proving that life after
ber that w’hat.they call dead in Samuel, reappeared in Samuel death is a fact. That is its first claim to Divine use.
the living spirit. They should remember that on the Mount of
Because It demonstrates the Existence of God.
Transfiguration, Moses and Elias appeared as spirits.
They
It also brings us in to the presence of the great, mysterious Being,
should remember that in the closing of whit they call whom we worship as God. Scientists, of all men, deny spirit,
tho Divine Word, when the revealing spirit appeared to John, and therefore deny the very existence of God. Go to the spirit
ho would have worshipped him, had not the spirit forbidden circle, and there you will find that the spirits are spelling out by
him, and told him ho was but one of the prophets and a fellow raps the names of your fathers, mothers, or the friends you
servant. Wc close this, the earlier part of our subject, and now loved ; or perhaps you arc told of the last dying words of some
come to the modern part.
dear friend, and the secret things which he or she alone has
Modern Spiritualism.
spoken in your car. If you ask us how Spiritualism proves the
It is now half a century ago, since word was received in existence of God, we answer that it proves the existence of
Great Britain that there was a new force discovered, which spirit, and God is a Spirit. Do you not recognise that the
could move tables.
Earlier than this, news had come from engineers who fashioned your machines were spirits, and that
Germany which astounded the philosophers. Mesmer Lhad suc these very walls were erected by spirits i Do you not know that
ceeded in transferring force from one body to another. His all great works have been planned by spirits—spirits in the flesh,
followers carried their experiments still further, till at last their but spirits still ? Then can you doubt that God the Great Weaver,
subjects passed beyond their control, and went to a new country who has spun the green flowery carpet of the fields, the Great
to the pure white city, the beautiful sunlit plains, glorious Mechanic and Builder who has reared the architecture of the
gardens, magnificent woods, lovely seas, and lands where earth, and all the wonders of creation, is a Spirit I It was His
power and philosophy which caused to be created the grand
never a cloud obscured the sky. Then they would go to dark universe, with its endless systems of stars ; and the spirits that
and doleful scenes. They saw, in these visions, people who said communicate are witnesses for God. There is no Spiritualist
they had once lived upon this earth : spirit men, spirit women, who walks the city streets alone, who does not know that the
and spirit children. Mourners heard stories and descriptions of air is thick with people belonging to the unseen world, who are
those who had once lived upon this earth; mothers heard of their ever about him. Here you get two great elements of religion
lost children, husbands again heard of their lost wives, but this which are of Divine nobility, and are a guide and anchor to the
soul. Spiritualism gives you a spiritual God, and it brings
was not all. Death was annihilated. It was shewn that a new to you the proofs of a future life. '
power had been evolved across the Atlantic, by which tele
Because It Inculcates right doing and the resisting of temptation.
graphic signals could be conveyed from the spirit
Moreover, the enfranchised Spiritualist knows no sects,
world to this.
In New York, disturbances had taken creeds, nor denominations, but recognises all truth as
place, kinds of hauntings, of which there are thousands being sublime.
His entire spiritual capital is the good
of records in Great Britain.
The Yankees, by apply ho may do, and the temptations he may rctM. Tell that
ing the simple alphabet, discovered that these signals or to the outcasts in your streets, your Ishmaelites, and the
signs would respond, and in that manner spell out the names of hand of violence will be withheld ; tell them that self
denial will purify their souls, and fit them for happiness ; and
persons who had once existed upon the earth. From that the । then, they will starve for the want of bread rather than steal.
spirits began to communicate through the lips of the uneducated Tell it to the monarch who is perhaps miserable, even on a
and unlearned ; and sometimes, even through tho lips of little | throne ; tell it to all, and they will become the better for it. It
unconscious children. Tho doctors and schoolmen began then I is bard upon us, to expect us to remake society, which, after
to determine that they would explode and explain what they I l.S(H) years’ experiment with the dominant religions, is still
called the modern humbug. When they attempted to shew that | wicked ami full of pride, falsehood, and wrong. Von cannot ex
pect Spiritualism in thirty years to undo the wrongs and errors
table turning could be assimilated by muscular action, the I which have been accumulating for eighteen centuries. Any who,
ignorant then produced hundreds of portraits of deceased people. ] by becoming a Spiritualist, realise the fact that they are making
Spirit music was then heard. Poor uninstructed children and their own Heaven, cannot but become better men and women
people who had never acquired a scholast ic knowledge, began for the knowledge. Then is not that Divine which makes for
to speak in strange tongues, and presently, they found that । righteousness, which strikes down the assassin’s hand, and
snatches the intoxicating drink from the drunkard’s lips! These
not only in tho land of the West, but in Australasia, in I arc a few of its uses, and this is why your speaker wanders the
India, in tho remotest parts of South America, and from every world ; and, as long as life lasts, and power is given to her, she
part of the known world, tidings came that the spirits had will proclaim the truth of Spiritualism, and that it is of Divine
come.
I origin and use.
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SPIRIT TEACHINGS.
Second Series.
This series of Spirit-Teachings, like the former, is made up
of selections from a great mass which have been automatically
written during a series of years. They are selected on no other
principle than that of printing what lues been valuable to the
person for whom they were originally' given, in so far as this
can be done without trenching on what is merely of personal
and private application. The latter consideration excludes a
great mass of what would otherwise be interesting and
valuable matter. The phraseology has been preserved, as far as
possible, intact, names only being omitted. The series follows
directly on the first, from which, indeed, it is separated only by
the accident of its publication in another journal, and after
some considerable interval of time. The publication is resumed
in deference to many repeated requests.

M.A. (Oxox.)

443

which is gathered together in such circles. No evil, as such, is
final. It eventuates in good ; and what seems to your finite gaze
so full of mischief, is only the process out of which good is
finally evolved. The process is unpleasing, amt you do well to
wish it over, but it is a necessary pro-requisite to progress.
While, therefore, wo know far more than you can of the mis
chiefs wrought by the unspiritual frequenter of circles, we aro
not willing to join in any sweeping denunciations. We would
rather hope and pray for man's enlightenment, for we know full
well that when that comes he will no longer desire to have such
circles perpetuated. His desires will take a higher flight, and ho
will learn knowledge more suited to his more progressive state.
Ponder this, friend.
Kes, I knew all that before, bitt in xftite of all tin re is left mt
many minds a suspicimi that there, is more than mri ts the eye io
account for the inconsistencies of Spiritualism. liren gour vs:planation reads rather like clever and special pleading. Ilowi n r,
you <mior.se, I sec, the idea that Spiritualism is for the cool anil
clear headed ;m<», who is content to labour ami wait for a very
gradual eriilutiun of truth ; ami that for the masses it may be
of doubtful benefit. Then public societies are wrong: and the in
vestigation should be. in the hands of a few cool savons, ami
indeed, to irlud ymt call mg finite reason, it would seem that a,
thousandth part of the energy displayed on, your side, if diverted
into proper channels, would produce <i thousand times the result,
e.g.—If gon were to perfect a half down erperimenfs which could
be shewn at will to anybody, and in any place, ami which should
prove conclusively your e.vistem'C and your power, you wm/'d do
more to prove Spiritualism thaw all your combined < (forts hove
doue y t. Instead of that nothing but con fusion prevails, and it
is very hard tobdure that there is a managing load at all. I
cannot agree that the fault is all on our side. He are. crude and
silly enough, but I hare known some disrmbodii dfolk who are more
foolish still.
•

No. XLII.
[On the following day I inquired if- there wore more to
add :-]
May the blessing of the Supreme rest on you. We have
but little more to say. You have complained that so little in
formation is given of the spirit land. You say well ; and the
reasons are not far to seek. In most cases it is again the fault
of your circles. Wc are aware that in very many cases those
who frequent circles have no desire for information. They are
more concerned with material facts. No doubt there are great
exceptions. If you will read the communications made to you,
you will discover much information on such matters. Only
lately we gave you a clear statement on the subject, and you
have yourself obtained a large amount of instruction, more or
less accurately given, from the friends who communicate in
other ways. Much, too, has been given in America, where a
Doubtless, even if the spirits of whom you speak were not
higher degree of enlightenment as to the value of information
given through Trance is current. The desire for knowledge undeveloped, it is quite possible that they may have been very
would bring the information. It is not given ti'l it is sought. foolish, seeing that the supply of folly that comes to us from
That is invariable. Hence the best informed spirits through your world is continuous. Respecting your question as to the
the most transparent medium could give no information at all esoteric nature of the investigation, wc have already said that it
unless it were sought by the sitters. Nay more, a desire and is well that those only who are fitted mentally, spiritually, and
correspondent rapport must exist mentally in all the sitters in even physically, should enter on the subject. An evenlyorder to produce the conditions most favourable for communi balanced mind, a healthy physique, and spiritual aspirations,
cating truth. But usually no such desire exists in any pre perseverance, truth-seeking, and courage, aro necessary. It is
ponderating degree in a circle. In private it may possibly do so, not well that all publicity should cease. You have too much o
and doubtless many friends learn much thus ; but the informa it, and the zeal is misplaced too often. But all that is necessary
tion so given is esoteric and does not come under your notice. in order to maintain the rapport between you and us. It is
In public the circle is usually more concerned with objective necessary that general interest should be kept up. You can but
phenomena which they can see or hear, but which they no more moderate undue zeal as far ¡vs possible. We have no power nor
understand than they would the truths which we are waiting to desire to institute any such experiments as you desiderate. Men
teach them. They would be touched, or would grasp a spirit must get knowledge in this as in all things else, by laborious
hand, or would exchange idle words with a voice, or would seek toil and gradual experiment. We cannot unseal the pure fount
for anything rather than such information as y«u desire us to of universal knowledge, and pour it down unwilling throats.
give. They seek the evidence that comes home to them, Not so does the Supreme work, as you know. The time will
though in what way it should prove to them any whit of truth | come when all such experiments can be dove. It is not yet :
wo do not sec. For aught they can tell the manifestations they I nor have we either the power or will to force it on. Moreover,
seek may be the work of the very fiend, and to prove the re I you over-estimate much the value of such evidence. It would
verse they would be compelled to have recourse to arguments I but render materialists more material still. We would spiritua| lise. And it is not by such methods that spiritual proof can be
drawn from spiritual rather than phenomenal sources.
But this desire, as you must know by this, produces its cor ( given. Cease. You are passing through a phase in which the
responding answer. In the minds, moreover, of such inquirers | mind digests and assimilates new truth. We are little disposed
at public circles a o the crudest ideas of our life and its ' to blame you for seeking deep into truth. When you have got
surroundings. When they do ask a question, the lower spirits a firm hold of what we mean, you will be best able to answer
with whom alone usually they commune in such circles, give I your own objections. The Supremo guard you and us.
+ Imperatok.
them a reply which is the reflex of their minds, cruder and more |
foolish : and so contradictory and silly stories arc current, and
Transition op Mr. S. Chinnerv.—Wc learn from The
we are bhimed that wo give no information, or that it is foolish |
and contradictory. It is not wc, again, that should bo blamed, • Midi urn that this old and well-remembered Spiritualist passed
but those on your side : not spirit, but the material surroundings I away, at his residence in Paris, on the 11th hist.;
He was one of
of your circles. We know well that you will gather from this a i after a painful and lingering illness.
sweeping condemnation of public circles and of those who the very earliest investigators of Spiritualism in Europe, and no
frequent them. It is the usual fault of short-sighted man that man in the cause was more generous, faithful, and devoted. The
his opinions are one-sided and extreme. Heis unable to grasp I war in Paris greatly interfered with his usefulness ; but before
the great truth (hat there is no unmixed good or evil in his ! that calamity lie took a Raiding part in all forms of aid to spiritual
world, and that if there were he would not be fitted to judge of work and workers.
it. Wc have sufficiently denounced the trivialities and follies of I The Use oe Pkaveu at Seances.—In an article in La
public circles ; and wo have warned you of the evils they intro Lumiriv, for June, concerning messages from the “world of
duce, as well as of the class of spirits who frequent them. ■ We spirits” (as Swedenborg generally wrote), the editress says :
earnestly desire the advent of the time when man s enlighten “ Happy the ‘ groupcs ’ which believe in the cllicacy of prayer !
ment will ensure their abolition. But they aro in the present There ¡ire so many who do not to-day have faith in it, I request
state of knowledge what you would call necessary evils. In no the most religious to pray forthem. I think our evocation of
other way that can be expected will the great mass of men be the spirits is so grave a thing, that, before giving ourselves to
come familiar with truth, except by gaining it laboriously and it, we should lift our soul to the Giver of all good gifts, that
picking it up grain by grain out of the great mountain of chaff light and protection may be afforded us.”
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further the ends in view. Chronic fault-finders, as a rule, are
chronic do-nothings.
We do not advocate the organisation of separate phenomenal
and lecture associations, but a combination. An association
should be able to take the investigator or novitiate from the
physical phenomena up to the comtemplation of the sublimest
forces of nature.
Each society should have its mediums for different phases
and its lecturer. Whether these should be rotated by temporary
engagements or settled definitely, experience will determine. A
greater dignity and a higher purpose and a better method for
each person to feed his mental desires, will result in the grand
outcome of a strong combination. We need protection as
Spiritualists. Our mediums need protection. The public want
to know where to look for genuine mediumship and where to go
in order to learn of those capable of imparling instruction in
spiritual truths.
No sinking of individual sovereignly is at all necessary. But
a grand combination is possible that will develop us individually
in our mental, moral, and spiritual attainments. - With this, will
come the results of our labours that will bless humanity—for
which we should devote ourselves, even though we make
personal sacrifices of our own progress. The arguments against
organisation seem to us to originate in selfishness and not in
the love of humanity that should characterise a progressive
Spiritualist.

WHAT OUR CONTEMPO HARTES SAT.
Narcotics and the Development of Occult Knowledge.

Replying to a “Would-be Yogi” who asked whether total abstin
ence from the use of tobacco and narcotics is as necessary a condi
tion for the development of Occult knowledge as abstention from
wine and spirituous drink,the Thcosophist says:— “ Narcotic drugs
are as much prohibited as spirituous liquors for the develop
ment .of psychic powers. We know of no work on Yog Vidya
where they are recommended. It is no wonder that the Puranas
should say that Siva was taking Mang, when he and great
Rishis like Agastya are represented as having led a married
life. In a Telegu work on Occultism we understand that
1 Ramarasapanam ’ is recommended as necessary for Yo^ecs.
¡kiinai asapaaam is the name by which a kind of liquor is
known. The word is explained in another work as a technical
term for a particular kiwi of snrilitativn ! Occult'sts have ilways used conventional terms in their works, the key being
entirely in their hands ; while such of the outsiders as had
spiritual yearnings without the necessary qualifications, began
interpreting them exoterically and, perverting the text, adopted
such customs. With the growth and popularisation of such
practices, self-studying Occultists (?) had diverged farther and
farther from the Truth until at last the two systems can no
longer be easily reconciled.
An Occultist View of the Teachings of Allan Kardec.

The Thcosophist admits that the works of Allan Kardec teach a
system of ethics which merits the encomiums generally given
it. In this code thousands of young persons are being
educated, and beyond doubt they will derive from it great moral
strength. Since, however, the doctrines of the Spiritist school
arc not altogether in harmony with those of Occultists, as
regards the condition of man after death and the destiny of his
monad, wo personally have never been enlisted as a follower of
the great French philosophy in question. The morality of a
system does not prove its infallibility in respect to its dogmas
and other teachings. Who inspired Allan Kardec we cannot
tell. In some fundamental respects his docriues are diametri
cally opposed to ours. With the Spiritists we believe—let us
rather say we know—that man is born more than once as a
human being ; and this not merely upon this earth, but upon
seven earths in this planetary chain, to say nothing of any
other. But as to the rapidity with which, and the circumstances
under which these re-incarnations occur, our Spiritist friends and
ourselves are at variance. And yet despite all differences of
opinion, including the very great one about the agency of
“departed spirits” in controlling mediums and inspiring books,
we have ever been on the friendliest terms with the Kardecists,
and had hoped always to remain so. Recent utterances by our
friends—hasty, we think, and likely to be recalled upon reflec
tion—have thrown some doubt over the situation ; but this is
neither here nor there as regards our correspondent's query.
The Occultists do not accept the doctrine of “ guardian
angels,” for reasons heretofore fully explained, in these pages.
They do, however, believe most firmly in the personal, clirine
spirit in man, the source of his inspiration and his al'-sufficient
“angel” and “guardian.” Only adepts can choose their
re-incarnations,and even they are strictly limited in their choice
by their responsibility to the inexorable law of Karma. Accord
ing to his Kurnnt-plutlla, or the aggregate consequences of his
actions,is every man's re birth and final escape, or emancipation,
from the necessity for re birth determined.
Not all of the Spiritists agree with Allan Kardec by any
means The house seems to be greatly divided. We recent - j
mend correspondents to read J. B. Roustaing's
Four
Gospels,” translated into English by Miss Anna Blackwell anil
Mr. Kirby.
I
I
Organisation amongst Spiritualists.

[October 6, 1883.

Paid Mediumship.

Referring to the suggestion that the payment of mediums for
theirservices seems like degradation, tending tobluntthe spiritual
perceptibilities of those receiving remuneration, the Banner of
Light says the idea is very tine, and in a certain sense pretty ;
but it is not grounded in common sense. But it happens
to be so ordered that we cannot here cultivate the spiritual
except by first providing for the sustenance of the material.
Suppose it were to occupy all the time which a medium has to
provide for the needs of the physical life 1 how is he or she to
perform the service to which the spirit-world calls I If any
mediums exist who are fortunately not obliged to take thought
for the wherewithal of life, such can properly afford to give their
services gratuitously ; but it is different with those not thus
fortunately situated. Inasmuch as they must, at any rate, have
a living first, must have the means of existence, it is only
reasonable and right that they should receive a sufficient re
muneration from those who in
* turn receive from or
through them what they feel they stand in such need of.
On the other hand, the objection is made that there is
danger, if mediums are to accept either fixed charges or what
may bo offered them, that it will tempt them to feign the pro
duction of the phenomena when they are not really given by the
spirits, in order to secure their customary fee. The objection is
at bottom but a trivial one. It will practically apply as well to
the platform lecturer, to the writer of books, to the publisher of
journals and reviews, that are one and all devoted to the dissemi
nation of the truths of Spiritualism. It is quite as much for
the interest of those to have it appear that the claims of Spiritu
alism are every one of them well grounded, ¡us it is for the in
terest of the mediums to have it appear that all which is given
through them is in no sense simulated. If spiritual mediums
are to be indiscriminately discredited and degraded in this w.iy,
what would be the good of applying to them at all, whether
they are । aid or unpaid ! The objection thus brought is so broad
as to swamp the objector along with those whom he would subject
to his criticisms.

SPIRITUALISM IN THE PROVINCES.
EXETER.

Exactly a year ago, the writer of this, having laboured for
eighteen months at Plymouth, in the promotion of Spiritualism,
proceeded to Exeter, in pursuance of the same mission. A hall
was taken in the centre of the city, for Sunday services, and
another room for week evening circles. This was no slight
undertaking in view of the fact that Exeter is peculiarly a stronghold of ecvlesiasticism and conservatism, and, at the time, knew
absolutely nothing of Spiritualism. The step taken, however,
has been abundantly justified by the result, for our Spiritual
' movement at once took hold of the minds of the people, and
I has exerted a steadily progressive influence from that time
1 to the present. We have regularly held, on an average, five
■ meetings every week, and these have been attended from first to
! last by large numbers of people. At almost every meeting there
; have been fresh inquirers. A varied, and in some instances, a
i high order of mediumship has been incipiently called into
1 exercise, and whilst our cause has a peculiarly excellent spiritual
basis, we are now being favoured with an increasing selectoii
of highly intelligent and influential inquirers, this affording the
best outlook for the future
The last few days of the official year now completed have been
remarkable for the manifestation of interest and activity, and
the large audience addressed by the writer on Sunday last, very
■ creditably celebrated the anniversary of our movement.

Speaking of the general failure of even the most promising
attempts at organisation amongst Spiritua'ists in the past,
and commenting on methods to be adopted by the new national
movement in America, Light for Thinkers says:—“We have
tried to build up from the local to the national organisation. It
is well to experiment on the reversal. A healthy national or
ganisation will give an impetus to local effort. Commencing
by individual representation it will finally grow to a delegated
local representation. In this light, we see the present national
association of Spiritualists beginning correctly. Therefore, we
hope to see a rallying of forces that will make it what it ought
to be. If it is not now what it should be, the corrective is
with the Spiritualists. They have no right to find fault with
what othcis do when they are doing i.oth’ng themselves to 1
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NOW READY, “M.A. (OXON.)’S” NEW WORK,

SPIRIT

TEACHINGS.

PRICE TEN SHILLINGS AND SIXPENCE.

SYLLABUS OF
Preface

....

SOME OF THE SECTIONS:

..................................................

Introduction.—The method by which the messages were

received—The character of the writing—The communicating spirits
—The circumstances under which the messages were written—How
far were they tinged by the mind of the medium I—Power of controlling by will the production of writing—These communications
mark a period of spiritual education—And, though to him who
received them of great value, are published with no such claim on
others.
Section I.—Special efforts to spread progressive truth at this
special epoch thwarted by the Adversaries—Obstacles in the way—
The efforts now made greater than men think—Revelation : its
continuity—Its deterioration in men's hands—The work of
destruction must precede that of construction—Spirit guides :
how given—Spirits who return to earth—The Adversaries awl their
work—Evil—The perpetuation of the nature generated on earth—
The growth of character—Each soul to his own place, and to no
other—The Devil.
Section II.—The true philanthropist the ideal man—The notes
of his character—The true philosopher—The notes of his character—
Eternal life—Progressive and contemplative—God, known only by
His acts—The conflict between good and evil (a typical message of
this period)—These conflicts periodic, especially consequent on the
premature withdrawal of spirits from the body : e.y.. by wars,
suicide, or by execution for murder—The folly of our methods of
dealing with crime, Ac.. Ac.
Section HI-—Physical results of the rapid writing of the last
message : headache, and great prostration—Explanation—Punitive
and remedial legislation—Asylums and their abuses—Mediums in
madhouses—Obsessing spirits living over again their base lives
vicariously—Children in the spirit-world : their training and pro
gress—Love and knowledge as aids—Purification by trial—Motives
that bring spirits to earth again, Ac., Ac.
Section IV.—Time : April and May, 1873—Facts of a minute
nature given through writing, all unknown tome—Spirit reading a
book and reproducing a sentence, through the writing, from Virgil
and from an old book, Rogers' Antipopopriestian—Experiment
reversed.
Section V.—Mediumship and its varieties—The physical
medium—Clairvoyants—Recipients of teaching, whether by objective
message or by impression—The mind must be receptive, free from
dogmatism, inquiring, and progressive—Not positive or antagonistic,
but truthful and fearless—Selfishness and vain-gloriousness must be
eradicated—Theself-abnegation of Jesus Christ—A perfect character,
fostered by a secluded life, the life of contemplation.
Section VI.—The Derby Day and its effects spiritually—
National Holidays, their riot and debauchery—Spirit photographs
and deceiving spirits—Explanation of the event : a warning for the
future—Passivity needed : the circle to be kept unchanged : not to
meet too soon after eating—Phosphorescent lights varying according to conditions—The marriage bond in the future state—The law
of Progress and the law of Association — Discrepancies in
communications.
Section VII.—The Neo-Platonic philosophy—Soufiism—Ex
tracts from old poets, Lydgate, and others written—Answers to
theological questions—The most difficult to approach are those who
attribute everything to the devil—The pseudo-scientific man of
small moment—The ignorant and uncultured must bide their time
—The proud and arrogant children of routine and respectability are
passed bv, Ac., Ac.
Section VIII.—The writer's personal beliefs and theological
training—A period of great spiritual exaltation—The dual aspect of
religion—The spirit-creed respecting God—The relations between
God and man —Faith—Belief—The theology of spirit—Human life
and its issues—Siu and its punishment—Virtue and its reward—
Divine justice—The spirit-crced drawn out -Revelation not confined
to Sinai—No revelation of plenary inspiration—But to be judged by
reason.
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Section IX.—The writer’s objections—The reply : necessary to
clear away rubbish—The Atonement—Further objections of the
writer—The reply—The sign of the cross—The vulgar conception’nf
plenary inspiration-The gradual unfolding of the God-idea—The
Bible the record of a gradual growth in knowledge easily discernible,
&c„ Ac.
Section X.—Further objections of the writer—The reply—A
comparison between these objeetki.s and those which assailed the
work of Jesus Christ—Spiritualised Christianity is as little accept
able now—The outcome of spirit-teaching—How far is it reason
able ?—An exposition of the belief compared with the orthodox
creed.
Section XI.—The powerful nature of the spiritual influence
exerted on the writer—His argument resumed—The rejoinder—No
objection to honest doubt—The decision must be made on the merits
of what is said, its coherence and moral elevation—The almost
utter worthlessness of what is called opinion—Religion not so
abstruse a problem as man imagines—Truth the appanage of no
sect—To be found in the philo’ophy of Athenodorus, of Plotinus, of
Algazzali, of Achillini, &c., Ac.
Section XII.—The writer's difficulties - Spirit identity—
Divergence among spirits in what they taught—The reply—The
root-error is a false conception of God and His dealings with man
— Elucidation at length of this idea—The devil—Risk of incursion
of evil and obsession applies only to those who, by their own debased
nature, attract undeveloped spirits.
Section XI!!.—Further objections of the writer, and statement
of his difficulties-The reply—Patience and prayerfulness needed
— Prayer—Its benefits and blessings—The spirit-view of it—A
vehemently-written communication—The dead past and the living
future—The attitude of the world to the New Truth.
Section XIV.—The conflict between the writer's strong
opinions and those of the Unseen Teacher—Difficulties of belief in
an Unseen Intelligence—The battle with intellectual doubt—
Patience needed to see that the world is craving for something real
in place of the creed outworn. Ac.. Ac.
Section XV.—The religious teaching of Spiritualism—Deism.
Theism. Atheism—No absolute Truth—A motiveless religion not
that of spirit-teaching—Man, the arbiter of his own destiny—
Judged by his works, not in a far hereafter, but at once—A definite,
intelligible system—The greatest incentive to holiness and deterrent
from crime, Ac.. Ac.
Section XVI.—The summing up—Religion has little hold of
men. and they can find nothing better—Investigation paralysed by
the demand of blind faith—A matter of geography what form of
religioifs faith a man professes—No monopoly of truth in any—This
geographical sectarianism will yield to the New Revelation—
Theology a bye-word even amongst men—Life and Immortality.
Section XVII.—The request of the writer for independent
corroboration, and further criticism—The reply—Refusal—General
retrospect of the argument—Temporary withdrawal of spirit
influence to give time for thought—Attempts at establishing facts
through another medium futile, Ac., Ac.
Section XVIII.—Difficulty of getting communications when
it was not desired to give them—The mean in all things desirable
—The religion of body and soul—Spiritualising of already existing
knowledge—Cramping theology worse than useless—Such are not
able to tread the monntain-tops but must keep within their walls,
not daring to look over—Their father's creed is sufficient for them,
and they must gain their knowledge in another state of being,
Ac.. Ac.
Section XIX.—Outline of the religious fnith here taught—
Cod and man—'1 he duty of man to God. his fellow, and himself—
Progress, Culture, Purity. Reverence, Adoration, Love—Mui s
destiny—Heaven : how gained—Helps : communion with Spirits—
Individual belief of little moment—Religion of acts and habits
which produce character, and for which in result each is respon
sible—Religion of body and soul.

Etc., Etc., Etc. Thera ara XXXIII. Sections in thia Book.
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Home.
Danton Associai ion of Inquirers into Spiritualism.
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well, 53, Sigdon-road, Dalston, E.
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*
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Mill. Liverpool.
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G. Milos, Preston House, Wrn<lbam-cre?cent.
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The (Treat. Yarmouth Association of Investigators
i ni o Spiritn ili-itn. Hon. See. —Mr. R. R. Dale, 3.
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Yarmouth.
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Gla-gow. Rcpre.-umt iti ve, - Mi. J. Robcrtsur.
South Durham Di-tiict. Asociali«m of Spiritualists.
Hon S.«r. and Repreumt-il ive — Mr. Jaiue.rt
Dunn. 8, Co«onerativ->«M.,O!d Shildon, Durham.
Gatc?he:vl Society for the Invpftigation of Spiritual¡-m. Hon. Sec.—Mr. T. Dawson. 2. Hutt-’-treet,
Gateshead. Représentative—Mr. H. B'irtun.
Leico for Spirihinli
t
*
Soncty. Hon. See.—Mr. R.
Wightman, Mostyn-strcet. Hinckley-road, Lei
cester. Reprc-ciitativc - Mi. E. Lnrrad.
Nort-i Shi “Ids Spiritual Liv.'^ti-’ation Society. Hon.
Ser.—Mr. Thonjai N. Miller, 22, Saville-'treet.
North Shields.
Central London Spiritual Evidence Society.—Hon.
Sec.,Mr. R W.Li-hman ,1X5, Leighton-rd..Camden
Town, N W. Representative. —Mr R. Wortley.
Plymouth Free Spiritual Society. Hon. Sec. —Mr.
R. S. Clarke, 4, Athcnæurn-terrace, Plymouth.
Representative. —Mr. J. Bowring Sloman.
Mutrunolitnn Spiritual Lyceum. Hon. Secretary,
— Mrs. William«, ,57, Highbury New Park, N.
Representative—Mr. Saudys Britton.

Foreign.
The Spii itei-Foracher Society, Bnda-Pesth. Sec.
— M. Anton Prochtiszki», Jnscfstadt Erzherzog
Alrxamli-r-gr--.?, 23. Biidn-Pi-s’h, Hungary.
Sociedad Espirita Española, Cerrante.«, 34, U8,
Madrid.Pi-'-sidcnt — El Viscoiuh- de Torres-Solano
Sociedad Espirita Central do la República Mexicana.
Prc-id'oit-Señor Refugio T. Gonzalez, 7, Guie
de Aluiedo, Mexico.
Sociedad E-pírita de
Bogota, Colombia, S.A.
Président —Scfio: Manuel Jo?e Angarita.
L'Union Spirite et Magnétique. Secretary—M.
Charles Fritz, 121, Ruedo Louvain. Brussel?.
South African Spiritual Evidence Society. Hon.
Sec.—A-Teague. Esq.. «5, Orange - street. Cape
Town, South Africa.
Société Sckmlili«'iue d'Etmlos Psychologiques, of
Paris. Secretary -M. Loymario, 5, Rue de?
Petits-Champs, Paris.

Business for ensuing Week
Ti E'T’AV, Oct.«her Oth — Fhumve Committee Meet
ing. at <> p.m.
,,

Citnncil Meeting at C.30 p m.

THoMAS BLYTON, Hon. Secretary,
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Dnr-et-q>tare, London. N.W.
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'
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J.AV.Day. E-q.,9, Montgomery-plaee. Boston. U.S.A. ;
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Signor Damiani, 20, Colville-road, Notting Hill, W.
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I
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