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Signs and portents are all around us. When we got out
of 1831 I thought we were on the high road to peace, and
that the prophets of ill would retire to congenial ohscurity
and let the world jog on, Not a bit of it! We have
vaticinations innumerable, both small and great. The astro-
nomers have not yet done talking about the great conjunc-
tion, and here we have them reproducing the very Star of
Bethlehem to give added certainty to the near approach of
the final cataclysm.

“The Berlin correspondent of the Daily Telegraph says :—The
re-appearance of the Star of Bethlehem is predicted by astro-
nomers for this year or the next. On Nov. 11, 1572, Tycho de
Brahe discovered a star in Cassiopeia which equalled Sirius and
-even Venus in brightness for a month, and then fell back into

” “ijrmer insignificance. Conjecture has sought to establish a

as siéction between this ephemeral phenonienon and two similar
appatitions in 1264 and 945. A not unnatural inference was
that the same increase in volume of this remarkable star occurred
before 046, which would bring us to about 630 and 310 and to
the date of the Nativity. This star is now again due.”

As if this were not enough we have * Easter falling in
our Lady’s lap”—Easter Day on Lady Day—and heaven
knows what conglomeration of catastrophes that may mean.
It wars and rumours of wars, perplexity and distress, the
hand of brother foully raised against brother, and men's
hearts failing them for fear, or at least with loathing of
that which is meant to intimidate—if these be signs of the
end, then assuredly we have them in disastrous plenty, Tt
seems as though there were reflected in our world, its
polities, its religions, its very atmosphere, the storm of a con-
flict between antagonistic forces in the spiritual world of
chuses, And alas! doctors notwithstanding, we are “no
better, but rather grow worse,”

In a letter just received from my friend, Dr. Crowell, lie
says : “ I learned of Dr. Brittan’s departure while on a visit
to San Francisco. It appears to me that our very best
eo-workers—those whom the cause can least spare —are taken
from us in preference to those whom we could better
spare. Edmunds, Dale Owen, Sargent, and now Brittan.
The place of any one of these has not been filled in
American Spiritualism. T knew Dr. Brittan well, and
regarded him as a chief pillar of the temple. He was
one of the ablest and certainly the most scholarly
writer and speaker in our ranks, but he was a better
writer than speaker. He was true to his mission, sacrificed
his worldly prospects to the cause, and lived a life of priva-
tion, when his abilities and address would have ensured him
at léast & competence in any of the professions.”  All honour
to him ; he is now in a position to reap some of the reward
denied him here. I regret to find that Dr. Crowell’s
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health is leqs satisfactory than hl‘! frimds could wish. But
in the midst of the spiritual conflict, who that is senditive is
not affected ? _ .

The fourth part, completing the first volume of Facts,
has reached me ; 450 pages of records of various pheno-
mena, psychical, mystieal, occult, and spiritualistic, each
authenticated by the published name of the communicator,
cannot but be avaluable addition to our literature,  In the
present numher Mr, Kiddle gives a good ecase of spirit-
identity,  The case of Hon. Moses A. Dow and the spirit,
Mabel Warren, which I detailed in my chapter on Spirit
Photography, is given at length with a copy of Mumler’s
picture. We have various good cases of psychography,
of materialisation, and of other familiar phenomena. Also,
in strange conjunction, we have ten pages of extracts from
the Bible giving, ¢nter alia, the account of Balaam and his
ass,and various miracles of Jesus Christ. I have had
occasion before to remark on the excellent form and type
of the magazine. The idea is good ; it is carried out satis-
tactorily ; there is less mere gush and loose writing than is
usual in such records: and I cordially wish the editor
success.

What are we to make out of the records of apparitions
of animals that have been given us from time to time?
Are we to conclude that some of the psychical principles
in, e.g., a dog survive the dissolution of the physical body,
and that by virtue of them he can manifest his affection,
and give evidence of memory? And if this be so in the dog,
isit so in other quadrupeds, or is it so only in the case of such
domesticated animals as have lived in the atmosphere of
humanity, and so have been raised above their species  One
can hardly fancy(though that matters nothing, for seme people
have no imagination at all) the apparition of a weasel or a
fox. But if not, why not? Is it that they have no rela-
tions with us other than those of being hunted or shot or
trapped when come across? Or is it to be concluded that
the apparition of the dog or horse is subjective, a matter of
imagination in the medium, having no objective reality?
What does Eastern philosophy say as to the future existence
of the higher and lower animals ! Can its exponents tell
us anything about these vagrant shells? If I remember
rightly, Mr. Gerald Massey recorded the apparition of a pet
dog which was sufficiently materialised to lick a slate held
under the table at a séance. That could not have been the
medium’s imagination ; but the efliclent cause need not have
been what was imagined. One seeress known to me describes
the “spirit” of a tree or a flower. Is the underlying
spirit which is manifested in material guise visible at times
to the spirit-sense ! and is that the reality ?

Dr. Monckton, in a lecture on “The Human Will and its
Correlatives,” delivered before the Maidstone Natural His-
tory and Philosophical Society, gives pertinent evidence of
the extent to which the scientific mind is concerning itself
with problems of psychology. The question “of immense
interest,” he says, is—

% Can mind-effort produce anything else than internal mental
results, without physical mediation! This question may be
sub-divided into three. 1st, Can one mind act immediately on
another mind? 2ad, Can it affect another's bodily organisation ¢
3rd, Can it operate on inanimate objects without physical inter-
mediation 1"
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He thinks there is much evidence, but he desiderates
more investigation :

““ Time and opportunity do so utterly fail us for the prosecu-
tion of such research, but I beseech any lady or gentleman to
whom the chance may occur to icvestigate the point, and, if the
experiments succeed, to favour me with an invitation to their
repetition. In a somewhat cloudy way I seem to fancy that con-
siderable issues hang on the simple question whether auny effort
of anybody’s volition ever did, or ever could, make a cedar
pencil move six inches on a table, Proof of such occurrence
would bring, at once and for over, mind and will into the
category of Correlated Physical Forces. It would abolish the
distinction between the natural and the supernatural, between
physics and metaphysics ; it would make miracle a thing to be
regarded with complacency and intelligence, rather than with
amnazement or repugnance ; it would extend knowledge and
strengthen faith, by supplying a key to many a doubt and
mystery ; it would hasten on what, of course, is ouly pustponed
by our own ignorance, the reconciliation of science with revela-
tion, and link together wondrously the past, the present, and
the future.”

Dr. Monckton should join the Society for Psychical
Research, if he has not already done so. It is doing pre-

cisely what he wants.

I should be much obliged to any of my numerous corre-
spondents who would put me in the way of securing
complete sets of the earliest Spiritualist publications in this
country. Perhaps some have duplicates that they might be
willing to dispose of. The Spiritual Telegraph or any
that preceded the Spiritwal Magazine would be welcome.
1f any correspondents who have such sets will communicate
with me at the oftice of “LicHT” I shall be obliged.

M.A. (Oxox.)

We have often referred to the anomalous yoking together
of Spiritualists and Materialists at the Antipodes. It is not
surprising, therefore, to find that these opposing camps do not
always work amicably together. Thereis unly one way in which
the lion and the lamb can lie down with each other, and the
lamb does not by any means get the best of the arrangement.

THE PROGRESS OF SPIRITUALISM IN AMERICA.—Dr. Crowell,
in the course of a letter, thus describes the state of
Spiritualism in the United States :—‘I am happy to say
that Spiritualism is making steady and even rapid progress in
this country amongst our best classes, and the influence of this
increasing element is shewn particnlarly in the retirement of
the noisy, vulgar element which has been but too prominent
in our ranks for many years past. I feel assured that our
cause has passed through the darkest period of 1ts existence,
and that the immediate, like the remote future, is wonderfully
promising.”

“ KNowLEDGE " ON PraANCHETTE WRITING.—The corre-
spondence on this topic is continued in Knowledge for March 30th.
“M. A.B.” relates:—* Some years ago I experimented for
months with a Planchette, and in other ways endeavoured to
convince myself of the truth of certain physiological facts that
had given rise to the theory of Spiritualism. I was so circum-
stanced that the want of all interest in those I was associated
with, amounting, in fact, to opposition, caused me reluctantly to
give up all further investigation, and to cease all argument with
those whose minds are so constituted that, as De Morgan
says, they ¢ infer imposture from the assumed impossibility of
the phennomena asserted, and then allege imposture against the
examination of the evidence.” The ¢ Planchette’ proper is, as
its name implies, a little board of thin wood, heart-shaped, and
mounted on three tiny brass castors that move easily in every
direction. At the pointed end of the board, which is turned away
from the operator, is a hole through which a pencil is fixed. The
hand is placed lightly on the Planchette, that in a short time
runs about making wild flourishes all over the sheet of paper
placed under it, and in some hands quickly settles down into
steady writing. Its own light weight can hardly be considered,
and the easy castors make the frictional resistance almnost
nominal. I can assert with confidence that under the hand of an
honest experimentor, the pressure exerts no influence in forcing
the Planchette in any particular direction ; on the contrary, when
fairly imbued with whatever force may move it, the thing rushes
about in directions quite uncontrolled and unexpected by the
person whose hand is on it.” The editor of Knowledge, Mr. R.
Proctor, in a note, seems to attribute any movement of the
instrument to conscious or unconscious fraud, because he finds
‘‘no tendency whatever on the Planchette’s part—under my(his)
hands only, or in company with another pair of hands—to any-
thing like movement caused unconsciously.” Strange reasoning
that for a *“ man of science.” A certain c{ass of phenomena have
not come within Mr. Proctor's personal experience ; ergo they
do not exist !

INSANITY BY THE LIGHT OF
SPIRITUALISM.

The last report of the Nociété Scientifique d Etudes
Prychologiques of Paris contains a speech delivered by Dr.
Chazarain, at its anniversary banquet, with reference to the
above subject, of which the following is an abstract :—

¢ Physicians are often consulted in disorders inexplicable by
orthodox science. They characterise them as obacure nervous
disorders, hysteria, hallucinations, illusions, &e.

T had some knowledge six or cight years ago of a respected
young mother of a family. Some months ago she began talking
about seeing and hearing persons whom no one else saw or
heard, in her apartments, in the street; heard people talking
to her without seeing the speakers ; saw lights at night in her
chamber, about which, she said, objects moved ; heard noises, felt
even her bed move, &c. Medical advice was sought ; and she
was, in consequence, sent to St. Anne’s Asylum as a lunatic.
But her symptoms were not pronounced enough for that estab-
lishment, and after being there ten days the patient was restored
to liberty, but not to freedom from the sights and sounds she
complained of. Then she was induced to consult the eminent
chief of the Salpetridre Hospital, who put her under the action of
bromide of potassium. This being of no effect he dismissed her to
seek the advice of Dr. X., so great in disorders of the sense of
hearing.

¢t Then she resolved upon coming to me. I viewed the ease,
under the light afforded by Spiritualisim, as one of undeveloped
mediumship, where there is often apparent disturbances of the
faculties of sight and hearing. I explained in ten minutes my
view to her, and for all treatment advised her to attend a well-
ordered Spiritualist circle of my recommendation. There she
happily received demonstration of the correctness of my view.
She understands her condition now, and is a good medium,

“The practice of medicine cannot but draw great advantage
from Spiritualism, as it has done from magnetiam. Magnetism,
at first repudiated by the faculty as charlatanism, is now being
studied by it, and is found to furnish an additional means of
curing disease. Spiritualiam is, in one of its divisions, a special
magnetism, the mugnetism of invisibles. All mediums tel}
that they are magnetised by spirits. Spiritualism, like md,

ism, will command respectful attention as soon as its phenomena,

together with their analogy to those of inagnetism,are recognised.
If the existence of spirit is admitted, then one must also admit
the existence of an envelope to it and organs; for without
these it could not act, could not reveal itself to us; could not
be, or would, to us, be as if it did not exist. Electricity mani-
fests itself to us as force,light, or heat,only by means of apparatus,
which are organs to it, whether from the hand of man or
furnished by nature. :

‘¢ The spirits’ envelope being fluidic, of rarefied matter, can
only become visible to us by ;the condensation or materialisa-
tivn of its constituent substance. To this condensation there
are obstacles. One of these is light.

“* We know how effective a current of electricity is in pre-
cipitating certain salts from their solutions, and also in traus-
forming hydrogen and oxygen into water. Wo have to believe
in the potency of light. And we have to admit that the vital
electricity or the magnetic fluid of certain mediums and a circle,
furnish the force to the mnvisibles required by them for condens-
ing or materialising their envelope, to render it visible and
tangible to us.

‘“ And if the spirit has a fluidic body and organs, why should
it not act as well upon a sensitive, a medium, as a magnetiser acts
upon a somnambule.

‘“ A magnetiser can, once he has put his subject into the
maguetic sleep, deprive him of sensation, catalepse him, annul his
will, transfer his own active will to him, and use his brain as if
it were the operator’s own.

* Orthodox science of the present day is receiving—for in all
the Paris hospitals magnetisim is now more or less studied—proofs
of the possibility of spiritual phenomena. It must soon
see that its next duty is to study these. Let physicians do this
without prejudice, merely conforming to the conditions required
for their production, and they cannot fail to be convinced that
they are real, and that there 1s an intelligent cause behind them
—disembodied spirit, and that such spirits act by their particular,
special magnetism upon mediums; can communicate through
them with us ; and can shew themselves to us.

“ These are not miracles. They are phenomena belonging to
a science as old as the world; but a science which has uot
hitherto been studied with the strict experimentation requred
to enable us to come to a knowledge of all its laws.”
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LIFE PROLONGED UNDER MAGNETIC ACTION.

Under the above heading the Reene Spirite quotes the
following remarkable case from a recent report to the Belgian
Academy of Medicine, by Dr. Warlomont :—

““Madame X., aged forty, had for some years been suffering
from Staphyloma, s disease of the eyes, which rendered her
blind. The constant pain accompanying it deprived her of sleep.
She had no appetite, and whatever food she was induced to take
was rejected by the stomach. She was quite emaciated.” Her
friends secing her thus sinking obtained the attendance at last
of an eminent English physician (Dr. C.), practising at Brussels.

““ On one of his visits, this physician, who had in his student
days witnessed some treatment by mesmerism, finding her
sufferings unusually intense, bethought him of trying the
soothing effect of the almost-forgotten mesmeric passes. He
made some ; the pains abated ; he continued them and she soon
went into the somnambulic sleep. Recognising the condition
as one that he had witnessed long ago, Dr.-C. asked her if she
could now take some food. She replied in the affirmative. She
ate and drank well. The stomach being (uiet, Dr. C. made
reverse passes, and she returned to her ordinary state. She had
no knowledge of having eaten. The pains of the malady soon
returned, but the food remained and was normally digested.

“To keep the patient up was Dr. C.’s solicitude, so he
visited her twice a day to magnetise her into that condition in
which she could receive and retain nourishment. She proved so
susceptible that to induce the second condition, as Dr. Warlo-
mont calls it, all that Dr. C. had to do was to take her hand
into his, and will her to pass into the somnambulic sleep.
She having taken her meal, it was equally facile for him to recall
her into her ordinary condition.

*¢ This waa done for two years and a-half, when she succumbed
to the malady.” ’

So much for Dr. Warlomont’s report. Seeing the patient’s
quick reaction to magnetism, so far as it was used, it gives one
pain that Dr. C. was not better instructed in the subject. If he
had been he would have sought to obtain from the patient while
in the somnambulic state, indications for the treatment of her
malady, and we might then have had a record of her return to
health, instead of a prolonged deliverance from painful disease.

J. D

Dr. J. M. Peebles announces his intention of shortly making
another visit to England to see his old friends again.

Dr. Berks T. Hutchinson, well-known to many of our readers
as a prominent Spiritualist at Cape Town, has invented an
improved railway carriage for colonial use.

Bouxp VoLuMEs oF ¢ LicaTt.”"—A few volumes of last year's
issue of ““LicuT,” neatly bound in half-cloth, can be obtained at
our oftice. The price is fifteen shillings per volume.

Books Recervep.—¢ William Fletcher : Clairvoyant,” by
8. E  Gay.—‘“The Religion of the Future; or, The Higher
Law of Truth and Right,” by Hugh Junor Brownc.—*The
Battle Ground of the Spiritual Reformation,” by 8. B.
Brittain, M.D.

The members and friends of the Dalston Association held a
soirde at their rooms, on Thursday, the 5th inst.,to celebrate the
thirty-fifth anniversary of modern Spiritualism. There was a
good attendance, and an excellent programme. A carpet dance
closed the proceedings,

Tue MepicaL Facurry anp Materiavistic Ineas.—Rightly
or wrongly, medical men, as a class, are generally supposed to
lean somewhat to a materialistic view of things. Be this as it
may, such a charge cannot be made against the Lancet, a well-
known and popular exponent of medical science. It Iis,
we believe, one of the few journals, if not the only
one of its class, which recognises the existence of a
spiritual principle in man. Speaking recently of the * dislike
of doctors ” which exists in some quarters, itsaid in part, doubt-
less, this feeling may arise from the recognition that ** doctors ™
stand very much in the same relation to the body and mind as
the minister of religion occupies towards the conscience. ‘A
medical man lifts up the veil and sees the psycho-physical being
behind it. Probably in a certain proportion of instances the
sense of being known is not pleasant. The feeling that a fel-
low-mortal possesses a deep insight into the actual condition of
the organism, and is able to form a clear and approximately
full and accurate estimate of the character, may, in some in-
stances, be disquieting, while in others it engenders that sort of
self-consciousness on the part of the patient which is experienced
by devout penitents in the presence of their confessors—a feeling
o{ mingled trust and anxiety, of satisfaction and regret. We
cannot believe that any other form of * dislike of doctors”
than that many-phased feeling to which we have alluded can pre-
vail. The medical adviser is, or ought to be, the best known
and the most sincerely trusted of all the friends of his_patient.
His friendship should be even more thoroughly a sentiment of
the inner life than any other. It is in this light the lay public
should view their family doctors, and in this esteem the
practitioner should aim to be held,”

PERSONALITY AND THE UNIVERSAL MIND
By John E Purdon, M.B.T.C.D.

(Continued from page 165.)

I have aimed at presenting the idea of person as involvinyg
that of substance, and 1 have a subjective couviction that it is
only from the standpoint of substance that real value and signi-
ficance can be attached to the personality of another. Each
holds his own personality secure from all nssaults, umless ho
is willing to betray his trust ; but it is not so as regards that of
another. The personality of one man is not presented as such
to that of another, and this being acknowledged it is contended
by the adversary that since there is nothing substantial in the
case of my neighbour there is therefore nothing substantial in
the case of myself ; since his outward appearance and my out-
ward appearance would be found to be identical at the utmnost
minuteness of dissection. The voluntary surrender of the
fortress of substance through pride or timidity is that which
gives to the argument of the adversary its irresistible power ;
pride which derives intellectual satisfaction from the reduction
of the world to a formula and timidity which fears to grasp the
rights which devolve upon man by virtue of his immediate kin-
ship with the Creative God. There is no escape from the situa-
tion ; man is in substantial unity with God, or there is no God
whom man can anderstand, or who can ever be understood, as
long as man is man. This doctrine is not new : Jesus pro-
claimed the substantial oneness with the Father, and creeds or
councils cannot destroy the innate simplicity of the doctrine,
much as they have endeavoured to do so with the assistance of
their theological metaphysics manufactured for the purpose.
Berkeley proclaimed that the Deity, the Author of Nature,
conversed with man through the medium of a lan-
guage, which is the visible universe cbedient to
its laws of space and motion, and here too the
substantial oneness refuses to permit itself to be obliter-
ated ; for that which is the transient thought and image of the
permanent with man in time is the truth of God in substance,
the archetypal verity of the real, the organised and the useful.
Thus when man looks upon Nature he can justly say, All thia
is ours; His through creation, mine through inheritance,
through adaptation of means to ends. Noris it at all neces-
sary that that process of Creation, that substantial evolution,
should be pictured step by step; the idea involves an absurdity.
We require and we possess working formulie which, when under-
stood, can lead to no harm ; for the Creator cannot be expelled
from His universe as long as man asserts his right to interpret
the principle of relativity to the greater glory of God.

Again, I repeat it is the argument from common sense,
putent to all, that is most powerful in proving the absolute
necessity of a belief of God in Nature. Let man once under-
stand that he has no right to allow & personality to his
neighbour except from the standpoint of substance, and he will
at once adopt substance with all its consequences ; for man be-
lieves in his neighbour as much as in himself. He believes
that the world is common property ‘and his common sense will
scatter any scientific teaching to the winds of heaven which
says him nay. And when his neighbour’s body (not his neigh-
bour’s substance) shews signs of disturbance he will be prepared
to study its changes objectively as phenomenal, and he will be
prepared to account for changes in that phenomenal conscious-
ness which lies no deeper than that appearance which to the
observer is the motion of ultimate parts of the material organ-
ism, the interpretation of which motions into the universal
language comes naturally to him with an unclouded consciousness.

Let me not be misunderstood : there are certain disturbances
which are always being translated into conscious terms, even the
weird and the strange ; but again there are other disturbances
which require the eye of another to render them into the same
language and to estimate their value. It is a matter of fact that
that which can be put into the language which is common to all,
i.e., that of the external senses, space and motion, is less likely
to be mistranslated than that which is confined to the subjective
life of one individual, who is by hypothesis in a sensitive or
hyperwsthetic state, and who, therefore, being deprived of his
highest standard of comparison, the undisturbed nervous system,
is the more likely to lend himself to an influence which he cannot
truly estimate and to set a greater value upon the deliverances of a
consciousness which is the resultant of a nervous system
influenced ab extra, than are those observers, who, taking those
bodily changes from their objective side and giving them their
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purely universal value, attempt to draw from them, as natural
data, the materials for the construction of a general theory of
nervous disturbances under such influence as that hinted at.
The personality, being signified by the man’s body when it con-
forms to general law so as to be instrumental to the action of a
general language, is given to his neighbours ounly in the
permanence of that correspondence; so that when an inter-
ference is ubserved in the natural correspondence a reserva-
tion must hold during the investigation of the special ease.

The light of the permanent in Nature is steadicr than that of
the fleeting and ephemeral, however true the latter may be. It
is far beyond tho range of ordinary probabilities that the great
movement in favour of the study of individual psychological
experiences of the extraordinary, with the view to their
unification into a system, forms a part of the spiritual evolu-
tion by which the Spirit-of God in Nature has ascended, as
it appears to our darkened vision, through the lower stages of
human civilisation to identify Itself with that of man in his
present advanced state, carrying man with it and elevating
him from the animal and natural to the spiritual and angelic
condition ; but it is no less true a fact that this silent work has
Leen acevmplished not by the spasmodic eonvictions of isolated
individuals that such is the case, but by the steady operation of
general law. The latter is for the race, the former for the
individual, who has ever failed to convince his brethren that
he was right until long after his ashes were mingled with the
dust. The individual is, no doubt, the sensitive being who
yields to the pressure and interprets the coming changes wrought
already by the world-spirit in the embryos lying prepared in the
womb of time, but though the individual is the gainer, the race
must wait for their deliverance at full time. And from the
intellectual side of experience the growth of general formulie pliys
the part of the operation of general Iaw on the physical. The
individual has an experience and knows that he has it, feeling
satisfied that he is correct in his judgment ; but he fails to
convince his neighbours of his truth or of the value of his
discovery. Why? They do not and cannot share in his
personality ; there is as yet no principle of identitication between
individuals, no medium of communication, as it were, between
these islands of substance, the persomality of individuals. The
language which unites minds has yet to be constructed : this is
no more than the reduction of the newly discovered fact or the new
inspiration to the terms of a general formula which proclaims
its universality and the mamier of it. Then, and not till then,
personality becomes fluent, and men run together and think
with one mind. But in the meantime they all work to keep the
currents seething and moving in that mother of truth out of
which will crystallise in due season the formed ideas ready
prepared for adoption by the religious and scientific instinct of
the rising generation—the most important work in which man
can be engaged. '

The philosophy of obliteration has miserably failed in the task
which it undertook, i.e., to demonstrate the utter futility of man’s
hopes of a condition of existence in which the lnws of wmatter, such
a8 we know it, no longer rule with an arbitrary power which
defies alike the hopes of men and the power and love of a free
creative agent in nature. That philosophy argued from inductions
built upon the data of the undisturbed nervous system.
While denying an absolute being and loudly asserting the
dowinance of the principle of the relativity of knowledge, it has
stultified itself by accepting the fiat of the normally conditioned
nervous system as absolute ; being either tov incredulous or too
lazy or too ignorant to investigate the newly observed though
ever present causes operating in the souls of men.

It was remarked above that granting the fact of the sub-
stantial relationship between God and man, we are not forced
to realise the steps of the creative process whereby the universe has
been evolved. The fact is, all such conceptions are crudo, and rela-
tive to human capabilitics. Sosimple a process as the relationship
established between man and man has taxed our powers of in
vestigation to their utmost limits. Where each unit proclaims
itself to be person and substance the question of reconciliation
of conflicting claims seems a matter of difficulty. If each pro-
claim himself to be the only begotten Sun of God, one
with the Father and Creator and co-equal with Him in the fact
of His eternity and His divinity, where is the truth to be
discovered except in the fact of the self-conscious personality,
one substantial, and essential to the human race and only
subject to the category of quantity when we zount the heads
before us and make the human race a noun of multitude ?

Whioh of us has ever been outside of hig personality, and which
of us has ever felt himself cut off from God? The fact of
personality is undistiuguishable from that of the existence of
God ;: the conscious moral self is the origin and term of the
universe, and is the fact of creation tv which all minor processes
conform. Jesus Christ solved the problem of creation once and
for ever for each and all of us; for the solution of the problem
is the recognition of its teuth. The plastic process which has
exercised the imagination of cosinogonists in all ages is given
from time to time in terms of the knowledge of the age itis a
mere indication of the state at which the process has arrived in
time during its progress towards a final consummation. It is
only natural to suppose that in our age it should find its most
exact expression, when the ereature who is its exponent has his
greatest command of nature and of symbolio methods for its
interpretation,

Weare one in God and God is one with us :—this is the last word
of metaphysical science, up to which all the physical science of
the day tends.  We are hidden from each other only in so far as
wo are hidden from ourselves ; and we can know one anuther
only through the understanding of the sziguiticance of certain
sensations which are our own and not another’s. We are con-
ditioned so that when we know, we know only symbolically,
though when we act and while we live as we are so conditioned,
we deal directly with substance and, activg as causes
are agenta in the preduction of results which as effect
are the faithful and identical roproduction of the entire
chain of causes. With that symbolic knowledge is given
us the fact of the numerical destruction and isolation of the in-
dividual man, whereby the forms of the lower creation are used
0 minister to the Divine intention to multiply Himself indeti-
nitely in the hearts of His superior creatures. The isolation
conferred upon us with the fact of individuality does not reach
deeper than the surface of nature; for so far as we may be
united by means of the instrument placed in our hands by the
Almighty, language, we are perfectly united, and further still
in the unity of the sensuous apperception which gives from one
plastic source many identical impressions. Though I perceive
my neighhour in my field of view, and though I know that he
at the same time perceives me each containing the other, yet I
free myself from all fear of the objection that we have presented
%o our separate selves worlds which do not coxrespond,
and which thevefore 1ay be to sciwe extent ous of
juint, by the recognition of the fact that it is my own
impression of my neighbour which I perceive, a suhstan.
tial sign, which, sc far as Tam 1, cannot deceive me. But if my
neighbour should have a subjective experience different from
mine under the same conditions, it is his substantial fact of ex-
perience which has not transferred itself into the external; formal,
or symbolical expression, whereby it may become common pro-
perty (for it is then our substantial experieuce), which permits
us to feel differently under apparently the same conditions. It
is possible, however, that his experience may be of such a
nature as to be incommfriicable to me; but if so it is from the
impossibility of my bodily configuration in its minutest parts
conforming to the configuration of his; for it is axiomatie in
modern peychology that identity of organic conditions involves
identity of functional outcome and vice versi. Man is thua tyuly
cut off from his fellows in so far as he is in advance of them, or
is actually deficient in his power of realising his own higher
possibilities. The empirical knowledge of Self is similar to the
only possible knowledge we can have of our neigbbour, being
given through the aid of Janguage : for it would appear that even
though processes of rasiocination take place below consciousness,
it is still by means of the aggregation of aymbols which stand for
fixed idens, on which ground we account for the perfectly formed
conceptivns that spring all alive into the mental field of the artist
or geowmeter ; while on the othier hand the mind, pregnant with a
new idea, in which life and truth ave felt to throb, may be
obliged to wait for years until a happy chance dulivers that which
alrcady lives and is to the keeping of the empirical conscivusuess.
Most of the great truths of existence have, in the form of
allegory or parable, strugzled to the light in this tentative
MAnNer,

Srrrrreartsa v Boresma, —The Daily News of April 4th said
that in Bohemia Spiritualism is taking such alarming dimensions
that the Bishop has caused a declaration to be made from the
pulpits placing it on a par with heresy, and stating that who-
ever persista in it will be rofused absolution after confession,
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UNCONSCIOUS MEDIUMSHIP.
By F. J. Theobald.

(Continued from page 159.)

In ashort record of the life of Robert Annan (published, I
believo, by the Christian Evidence Society),I met with the follow-
ing incident. This eminently Christ-like young man was of poor
paventage, aund quite uneducated. On Wednesday, 24th July,
1867, just seven days before Robert Annan went home, he was
standing upon a raft, and as he floated about he was suddenly
visited with an extraordinary manifestation of God, to his soul.
He hnd Jong ers thia attained to close, habitual, and aliost un-
broken fellowship with his Great Redecier.  But now, he was
brought so uear, that for the time he knew not that he was in
the budy. The heavens scemed to open to his view. The glory
of the Lord filled his soul with a radiance, well nigh insupport-
able. So near did Jesus come, that he felt as if he were talking
to Him, face to face. So glorious did the Lord appear in His
Majesty, that Robert bowed his head with awe ; and yet, so in-
cffable was the love and condescension of that Peerless One, that
His disciplo wag filled with a strange, overpowering joy. How
long this lasted, he could hardly tell, but the shaking of the raft
upon the water reminded him that he was still outside of heaven.
Robert spoke of this to his Christian friends, and said ‘‘Jesus
came to me on the water and I thought that I was home.”

Near the very spot where this occurred, seven days afterwards,
this young Christian met with an accident (by drowning), and
passed on to his spirit home.

I now offer a deeply wonderful narrative copied from the
preface to a book called *“ The Principles of the Hidden Life,”
by Dr. Upham, who is well-known in the American colleges as
the author of many valuable standard works upon mental and
moral science. This introduction is written by Mr. Pearsall
Smith. He relates that during an interview he had with Dr.
Upham shortly before he passed away, this friend told him that
he had once experienced

A Spiritual Manifestation.

He then gives the account in Dr. Upham's own words as
follows :—

¢ When I retired to rest, my mind was much occupied with
the subject of personal holiness, which for some months had
been exceedingly precious to me, and in connection with whiclr
I had been spiritually benefited in a high degree. I conse-
crated myself anew to God, and felt that I was His. In the
night I awoke suddenly. I felt a distinet, peculiar, and some-
what powerful sensation, which I cannot better express than by
calling it the breath of the Holy Spirit, pass rapidly through
my system.

““It seemed to be « distinet agent ; but had the tenuity,the
quick and electric movement, and retining power of a purely
spiritual being. The thought occurred to me that it might
be from natural causes, so, as I was fatigued, again fell asleep.
Again in the night, I awoke suddenly, and experienced precisely
the same sensation only in a somewhat incrensed degree. Then
I knew that the Lord was around my pillow. . . . ., I
thought of rising from my bed, and engaging in acts of worship;
butI knew not what to pray for, and it seemed best that I
should wait the movements of the Lord and then
I seemed to see upward, as it were, somewhere in the heavenly
region, these memorable words written distinctly and brightly,
¢ Thou art my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.”
e e e e e From that importa.nt moment I feel called in
an especial manner to bear the full image of Christ,

T must, therefore, hide myself in Christ in the most solemn and
abiding sense, being one with Him, and thus, one with God.”

How interesting and wonderful it is, to observe the light that
Spiritualism throws aver many of the most inexplicable eveuts
of human life ! The supernatural, instead of being called the
“ Dark Side of Nature,” may, by the Spiritualist, rather be
called its bright side ! or the silver lining to the dark cloud of
materiality which lies around us whilst in the body. Do not
many of our dreams, even, become * Rifts in the Veil,” and,
must we not always be thankful to the loving Father, who, by
His gift of mediumship, ‘‘ Unconscious ” though it be, grants
to His frail children on earth, continual proof of the reality of an
unaseen universe and glimpses cf the supernal world, which
is as closely corresponding to, and connected with our spxnt-hfe
as the material surroundings of this world are with our bodies ?

Thus, whilst the traditions or legends of olden times are
clouded and mystical to the ordinary reader, who knows not

of Spiritualism,—to the Spiritualist they are clothed in beauty,
because, to him, it is given to interpret the symbolisms and
understand the correspondences which lie hidden in them. The
following spiritualistic incidents in connection with the life of
Edward the Confessor, I take from Dean Stanley's most
valuable work, ‘‘The Historical Memorials of Westminster
Abbey.” This king, like so many people, was, unconsciously, a
powerful medium, and thus placed en rapport with the spirit-
world. What Dean Stanley calls
The Legend of the Beven Bleepers

oceurred at Eastertide, about the year 1064, soure few months
before Edward was taken to the spirit-world.  Whilst sitting in
the midst of his courtiers, suddenly *“ he sank into a deep abstrac-
tion. Then came one of his curious laughs, and again, his rapt
meditation”—i.e., his deep trance. ¢ He retired to his chamber,
followed by Duke Harold, the Archbishop, and the Abbot of
Westminster.

“To them he confided his vision. He had scen the Seven
Sleepers of Ephesus suddenly turu from their right sides to their
left, amd recognised in this omen the sign of war, famine, and
pestilence for the coming seventy years, during which the
slecpers were to lie in their new position.  Upon hearing this
vision, the courtiers sent messengers to Mount Celion, where
they ¢found the Seven Sleepers’ as the king had scen them.

“The truth of this portent at once confirmed the king's
prevision, and received its own confirmation in the violent
convulsions which disturbed the close of the eleventh century.”

The next instance is called the

‘“Legend of the Pilgrim,”
and is of especial interest.

Edward the Confessor had a peculiar veneration and affection
for St. John, the *‘ Apostle of Love,” and wus on his way to the
dedication of the Chapel of St. John, when a beggar implored
him, for the love of this saint, to bestow alms upon him,
The almoner was not to be found, In the chest there was no
gold or silver.

The king remained in silent thought, and then drew off from
his hand a ring, ‘‘large, royal,and beautiful,” which he gave to
the beggar, who vanished,

Two English pilgrims, from the town "of Ludlow, shortly
afterwards found themselves benighted in Syria ; suddenly the
path waslighted up, and an old man, white and hoary, preceded
by two tapers, accosted them. .

They told him of their country and their saintly king, on
which the old man, ¢ joyously, like a clerk,” guided them to a
hostelry, announced that he was John the Evangelist, and special
friend of Edward, gave them the ring to carry back, with the
warning that in six months the king should be with him in
Paradise.

The pilgrims returned. They found the king at his palace
in Essex-—said to be called from this incident ** Havering atte
Bower”—and  with a church dedicated to St. John the
Evangelist.

Edward acknowledged the ring, and prepared for his - end
accordingly.

A few short mounths passed on, and King Edward, worn out
by the excitement attending the consecration of Westminster
Abbey, sank into & deep stupor, and was laid in the chamber in
Westminster Palace, which for long bore his name. ‘‘On the
third day—the last day of the year 1065—a startling rally took
place. His voico again sounded loud and clear; his face

resumed its brightness.” *‘A few'incoherent sentences broke
from his lips, descnbmg how, in his trance, he had seen two
holy monks whom he remarked in Normandy, and who foretold
to him the commg disasters, which should only be ended when
the ¢ green tree,’ after severance from its trunk, and removal to
the distance of three acres, should return to its parent stem, and
again bear leaf, and fruit, and Hower.”

Those to whom the kmg related this prophecy were ¢‘ terror-
stricken.” Stigand alone had the courage to whisper into
Harold’s ear that the aged kmg was doting,

Five days later on, and with ‘‘ the hope that he was passing
from the land of the dead to “the land of the living,” King
Edward breathed his last.

A horror of darkness filled the land, as with him (the last
lineal descendant of Cerdic), it seemed as if the happiness, the
strength, and the liberty of the English people had vanished
away. The courtly poets of the next century rejoiced
to trace in the ‘ three acres ' (of the prophecy, given in Edward's
last trance) the reigns of the three illegitimate kings who
followed him, and in the rescuscitation of the * p;rent stem,”
the marriage of the first Hem%wzth the Saxon Maude, and
their ultimate issue in the third

(To be continued.)
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THE SPIRITUALIST'S WORK OF TO-DAY:
A SUGGESTION.

Within the past quarter of a century a very marked
change has come over the spiritual movement, and in more
ways than one there is a very vivid contrast between the
‘old and the new Spiritualism. We say “old” and “ new”
advisedly, for no one glancing over the history of the past
thirty-five years can fail to appreciate the material advance
which psychological science has made during that period.
We do not hesitate to affirm that our facts and methods of
investigation rest upon a sounder scientific basis to-day than
ever before.

Were we asked to indicate how, and when, this change
had occurred, we confess we could not exactly define it.
Still the fact remains. The probable explanation is, that
like all progress either in nature, physics, or intellectual
and religious thought, the transition has been so slow and
gradual that it has been almost imperceptible, although none
the less sure, and no one would venture to deny its existence
in either branch of human thought and inquiry.

The change of which we are speaking lies, not so much
in the nature of the representative facts of the old and new
phases of spiritual science, as in the manner in which they
are evolved and studied  The phenomena arc the same,
but the methods are different.

We of to-day, however, can claim little if any credit
for the change. We are simply reaping the harvest sown
by others. Our work and duty lies in so using the im-
proved knowledge and opportunities at our command as
to ensure another step forward in days to come.

The work of to-day is essentially constructive. There
are plenty of materials ready to our hands; opportunities
for their use are not lacking; and the one thing needful is
an earnest and wise discretion in our method of building up
the spiritual science of the future.

In view, therefore, of this obligation, we propose from
time to time to bring forward for discussion, and if possible
or advisable, for united action on the part of our fellow
Spiritualists, various problems which appear to need careful
and urgent consideration. The first topic which we offer is,
perhaps, the most im portant ; at any rate, it is practical in
its bearings, for everything depends upon the kind of foun-
dation we lay for the edificc which we desire to rear.
Renewed interest and keen inquiry greet us on every hand,
and according as our methods of dealing with the. question
are wise and sound will the new blood now being infused
into the spiritual movement prove a source of strength or

weaknegs. The subject is one which we have on several
occasions indicated as pressing for consideration, and which
may be formulated thus :—

The Preparation of Inquirers for Investigation, and the Graduation
of the Phenomena.

‘We shall be pleased to open our columns for the discus-
sion of this topic, and we trust the expression of opinion
will be as free and representative as that which took place
with regard to séance conditions

LECTURES ON PSYOHOLOGIOAL SOIENCE.

We publish this week a ccmplete list of all dunations received
for this Fund up to the time of going to press. The Lecture
Committee hkave now pretty well completed all their
arrangements, but are unable to make a definite announce-
ment until the Special Lecture Fund has attained
somewhat larger proportions than it now presents. Will
all friends who are intending to subscribe, either to the
Fund or for course tickets, kindly do so at vnce. It will greatly
simplify matters for the Committee.

Seecviar Lecrure Fusp, 1883.
The following donations have been received :—

Mrs. M. A. Stack ...

The Hon. Percy Wyndham, M.P....

Mrs. E. M. James ...

J. F. Haskins ...

Dr. Dixon

E. Dawson Rogers

Mrs. Parrick ...

J. 8. Farmer ...

Morell Thevbald

Rev. W. Miall...

B. Petersen ..

H. Wedgwood ...

R. Donaldson ...

Sandys Britton .
W. Theobald ...
Miss H. Withall .
Mrs. Sainsbury

Thomas Stocking

Full particulars and dates of lectures will be announced
as soon as sufficient funds to cover expunses have been
subsacribed.

All communications and applications for tickets to be ad-
dressed to Mr. Thomas Blyton, 38, Great Russell-street, W.C.
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We have been asked to announce the following particulars on
behalf of the Lecture Committee of the C.A.S.

Tt is proposed to hold a course of six lectures during April,
May, and June, at the Langham Hall, Great Portland-street,
W., on alternate Tuesday evenings, at eight o'clock.

The subjects and lecturers already fixed are :—*‘ An Answer
to the Inquiry : What is the Use of Psychological Science?”
by Mr. Thomas Shorter.

¢ A Scientific and Spiritual Basis of Belief in a Future
Life,” by Rev. John Page Hopps.

“Personal Experience in Psycholugy,” by Mr. T. P.
Barkas, F.G.S.~ ..

The general public will be admitted free, but to cover the
necessary expense of hire of hall, fees, travelling, advertising,
and other charges, the committee offer a limited number of
tickets for reserved seats at ONE GUINEA each for the course of
six lectures. They also appeal to the liberality of Spiritualists
and those interested in the dissemination of a knowledge of the
phenomena, to contribute to a SpeciaL LecTure Funp for this
purpose. All donations are acknowledged in ‘‘LicHT,” and a
balance-sheet will be published in due course.

The secretary informs us that correspondents speak highly of
the forthcoming lectures, the following being a few extracts
from letters received; —

¢“I feel mwuch interest in the proposed course of lectures,
thinking it an excellent step in the right direction, and have
pleasure in enclosing three guineas in aid of the required fund.”

““ These lectures are just the thing that is wanted to meet the

demand for intelligent information on these burning questions,

You may rely upon my hearty support.”

‘Now that you are undertaking such public-spirited action,
depend upon it, you will receive the su;:;)ort and encouragement
of many who, like myself, have waited for such useful work.
Enclosed find cheque for my contribution.”
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CONCERNING THE SOUL.

A Paperread by Mr. J. J. Morsg, before the members and
Jriends of the Contral Association of Spiritualists, on Monday,
April Oth, 1883.

To those who have devoted time and study to the investi-
gation of modern phenom&nal Spiritualism, and who, as a
result of their inquiries, have become satisfied of the reality
of post-mortem life for their departed friends, and thereby
inferentially assured of the continuity of life after death in
their own cases, the existence of the soul is a problem that,
up to a certain point, has received an atfirmative solution.
But, after the first feelings of thankfulness and gratitude
arising from a realisation of immortality, as thus demon-
strated, there comes to most minds of a reflective
character a period of rest, in which the question is forced
upon the attention, *“Does this demonstration of future
life throw any additional light upon either the nature or
origin of the soul?” There seems to be a consensus of
opinion expressed by the communicating spirits which leads
us naturally to infer that these intelligences retain con-
sciousness, and memory, and will, and are therefore largely
representative in character, and nature, of what we knew
of them previous to their departure from this life. Yet it
would seem that, leaving aside the question of increased
activity, due to improved circumstances, they do not present
any better field wherein to study the origin of the soul, than
is presented by mankind on earth.

The Origin of the Soul Shrouded in Mystery.

It is pronounced by some that the origin of the
soul is shrouded in a mystery that the human intellect
will for ever remain incapable of penetrating. That this
may be true to-day, and for some future generations, is most
likely, but that it will always be so is a question that needs
to be accepted with great reserve, especially when we bear
in mind the increased acquaintance with the manifestations
of the soul that physiology, and psychology, are constantly
affording us. Of the existence of a something that is I,
and which will survive death, I have every assurance, as a
result of observation and personal experience in the matter
of spiritual investigation, but as to where that something
which is me has come from, the machinery that has created
it—if it be created-—candour compels admission of the fact
that there is not the same certainty, or directness of
evidence, presented to my mind, as could be desired. Of
theories, and speculations, to choose from, there are
sufficient indeed, embodying undoubtedly earnest con-
victions, and much patient thought, stretching from the
palmiest days of Hindoo psychology, through the long lapse
of time, down to the theories of modern days. Some of
these are so subtle that the original idea seems to have been
hopelessly attenuated. Others again are better adapted for
the purpose of supporting a belief, rather than demon-
strating a truth. 'While yet again there are some so fanciful,
that one might almost charitably assume that hashecesh
having possibly been their cause, a lunatic asylum
would most likely be their conclusion. What then
in such a case is to be done? Confess one’s inability, put
the question on one side, and content one’s self with daily
duties and requirements? Such a course might purchase
ease, and pleasure of a sort, but at what a price! Nothing
less than the narrowing of the spiritual view, the limiting
of the mental horizon, the foregoing of man’s proudest
prerogative—the right to reason upon every question; to
which may be added an utter stultification of every faculty
of inspiration, which unites us to the ever-reverberating
harmonies of eternal being. Putting on one side the expe-
riences of modern Spiritualisin, adopting as far as possible a
negative position, in regard to all beliefs and things
spiritual, let us endeavour to briefly trace the course of
inquiry which it appears has been pursued by those who
have been interested in this question in past times.

The Inquiry is a Reverent One.

And here let it be observed that such an inquiry need
not be considered by any means as irreverent. It is by
inquiry into the facts of nature that the wondrous achieve-
ments of science have been gained, and the facts of nature
are, equally with the origin of the soul, the works of God.
The existence of the soul is not disputed. Its origin is the
matter of pursuit.” The objections that will be urged
against this inquiry are that the matter is purely a spiritual
one, and that it is utterly impracticable to attempt its solu-
tion by any of the ordinary intellectual processes, and
further, that being a spiritual question it is folly to attempt
its solution while embodied in mortality, to say nothing of
the concurrent opinion that to make such ‘inquiries savours
largely of presumption. Yet in all ages the inquiry has
been made, and if therefore presumption is expressed by
the present querist, he can claim honorable company in the

past and present,
The Theory of Emanation.

Probably the first theory accounting for the origin of the
soul is that of emanation, which if it be admitted, at once
places us in essential nature, in direct relationship with
Deity. A pleasant enough speculation, flattering to our
vanity, agreeable to our assumptions of superiority, and
altogether calculated to give us (which in the majority of
cases is unnecessary) an exceedingly good opinion of our-
selves. But the ditficulties are to account for the incorpo-
ration of this emanation into the physical organisation,
and the immense deterioration in expression, if not in
nature, which that incorporation seemingly entails in many
cases, v

Granting that these differences may be physioclogically
and psychologically explained, as doubtless they can be toa
large extent, the two supreme difliculvies remainining are,
first, the one already mentioned, the means of the in
troduction of this emanation into physical being,
and secondly, the possibility "of the segregation
of the Divine unity. While also may be suggested that if
we emanate from the Deity the counter-proposition of our
re-absorption into Deity assumes an air of plausibility
that, to say the least of it, if true, would apparently entail
the destruction of previously existing individuality, con-
sequent upon being merged into the central fount again,

The Theory of Pre-existence.

Pursuing the inquiry a stage further, and seeking
information from another school, one is told that the
ditficulties in regard to the origin of the soul can readily be
met by assuming its previous existence, which, if true, again
brings us face to face with the first difficulty enumerated
in the previous consideration, and certainly involves us in a
series of very awkward circumstances, which will be con-
sidered presently. There are several points of view, though,
from which this doctrine may be observed. The previous
existence may either have been super-human, or sub-human.
It may either have been angelic, or diabolic, or bestial.
Pleasant it may be to imagine that angels and seraphs
clothe themselves in flesh, and spend a temporary existence
in the execution of deeds of mercy to the needing world,
which being blessed thereby, reflects blessings on these angelic
visitors in return, who, departing, leave a breath of Heaven
behind them as a benison. Yet on the other hand there may
be those who come, as our great poet puts it, * with blastsfrom
hell,” and insinuating themselves into fleshly life, may so
befoul this life of ours that untold misery for others may
ensue, to say nothing of the possibilities for wrong and
wickedness which such demon visitors may create in our
midst. But if our child be angel, or devil, as the case may
be, ¢ ties of blood ” and * links of kindred ” are phrases of
little meaning, and the relationships of life from its holiest,
the ties of parentage, down through every relation to that
of friendship, are reduced to chaos, and wild disorder reigns
supreme. Still, the third alternative, the ascent of the soul
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from bestial sources, implying, its descent similarly, is
altogether too curious a speculation for sober treat-
ment, for with regard to the rise of the soul from the
brute kingdom, it might be argued that the soul, having
obtained one physical incarnation, the second incarnation
could be no more marvellous than the first, and an old
writer once quaintly observed that * there be men that
would disgrace a dog, yct there Le dogs that would honour
hunanity,” and as expressing the two sides of this scetion of
the doctrine of previdus existence, a poet once said :—
‘* Had I been born a four-legged child methinks

I might have found the steps from dog to man,

Aud crept into his nature : are there not

Those who fall down out of humanity

Into the storey where the four-legged dwells !’

If we accept the doctrine of the pre-existence of the
soul, and assuine its being here is accounted for thereby,
and that the reason of its coming is either to expiate an
offence in another state, or to render good service out of
pure desire to humauity, as a means of its own ultimate
advauce, still the question of the origin of that soul, or any
soul, remains as great a mystery as ever. It is only
referred back from this state of existence to another state
and in no wise answers the question that perplexes the
inquirer’s mind.

The Creative Theory.

Again thwarted in our desire, we turn to those who
profess, with authoritative answer, to resolve all doubts.
Their statement is that the soul is cveated by the voluntary
power of God. Some writers have held that all souls were
created by the Divine fiat at the beginning of the world
and laid up in a secret repository whence they are drawn
as oceasion calls—the doctrine of Infusion. This implies
the introduction of & special soul into the world
at each birth, bringing us again in front of our pre-
viously considered difficulty, which in this case, can only be
escaped from by adopting the theory of miracle, easy enough
of acerptance upon the part of those who desire to elude
the ditticulties of the position, but utterly unacceptable as
a mezans of truly solving the points at issue. That, in a
certain sense, the soul is ereated by God, is probably un-
questionable, but that individual souls are so created is
quite another question.

The Transmitted Theory.

Still yet aunother answer has been wiven by Tertullian,
the essential import of which was, that all human souls
have been transmitted or brought over from the soul
of Adam. Ag it is the result of theolugical exigencies,
and pre-supposcs that we were all originally contained
essentially in the body of Adum, it can bhe allowed to
remain in the limbo of forgetfuluess, into which it has un-

doubtedly sunk.
The Monad Theory.

Aunother theory is presented in the monad theory of
Liebnitz, which assumes the whole created universe, visible
and invisible, to consist of monads, which are not particles
of matter, but metaphysical points of power. The truth of
this theory remains to be demonstrated.

Is the Soul Outside Nature?

The main conclusion deducible from all the preceding
is, that the soul is a something owtside of nature, which at
a certain period becomss associated with nature by in-
carnation in the human being. This has very much the
character of the miraculons. 1t certainly seems to be
something apart from the evolutionary processes of physical
development, and while it may afford a basis for a specula-
tive immortality of itself, since being superior to terrestrial
existence it will not be subject to the limitations belonging
to such existence, yet it does not, as must frankly be con-
fessed, lend itself to that unity of personal being which,
starting with an admitted predicate, gradually works up to
every succeeding result as a legitimate unfoldment of pre-
cedent possibilities. Is it impossible to associate the origin

A —

of the soul with the creative function of man, or must we
limit the question and thereby prevent its solution, to an
extra-natural series of sequences? One would hesitate to
huild their hopzas of imuortality ow such a basis.  In cvery
department of nature thit which is, is alike the result of
that which has been, and the foundation of that which is to
be.  Only in such way can differences in races, nations, or
individuals be accounted for. The influences of experience,
conditions, of all kinds, and racial characteristics, ave the
modifying causes and stimuluting energies in doveloping and
improving the characteristics of the individual or of a
race. One should not bs ambitious to dlaim  celestial
kinship, nor is there .need to assuine its opposite,
nor should we seek to  find in  spiritual  reals
the causes of our being, when such may be traceable
in our preseut sphere. (enesis, or miracle, are the ouly two
solutions.  Miracle must date from Edeun's gavden, while
Genesis must have its root in the commencement of life
itself, and be, as it is, the expression of God's cuergies
through nature’s activities. As the possibility of the loveli-
ness and fragrance of the rose that adorns the brow of
beauty was contained within the chaotic earth in her days
of fire-mist, so also must be admitted she contained the
potentialities that have now become the consciousness and
intelligence in humanity, which have beeu gradually evolved
through nature’s realms, and by the creation of her various
forms of organic life, cach form of life a prophecy of xome-
thing Dhetter, and each better as it came, rendering more
possible the human form which erowns them all, and in
which form the universally ditfused life of God was ulti-
wately enabled to assume its individual conscious being, and
create and sustain an independent existence and velationship
with the life of which it formed a part.

The Couclusion of the Whole Matter.

The conclusion then presented is that while the cause of
the soul's existence must ever be associated with that inscrut-
able power, call it by what term you will, yet the origin of
the soul's existence, so far as this life of ours is concerned,
must not be sought in miraculous interventions, or inter-
ferences with the laws of nature, but is rather in harmony
with those laws. We must thereby conclude that nature
is not the dull, dead, inert condition usually accepted, but
that in every department she pulsates with a life Divine,
thrills and glows with latent potentialities, which as she
grows old in her work, will surely unfold themselves into
forms of ever increasing loveliness and beauty until in the
ages yet to come the fuirest, brightest, and best that we
know of now, shall be infinitely transcended. Age
too, mankind having learned that the expression of the soul
is dependent upon the conditions that environ it, will so
apply the knowledge that they will theu possess, that bodily
conditions and mental furnishings of that sort that shall
make of men kings indeed, shall he supplied to alt who enter
into conscious being through man’s contributory processes,
Not in the fanciful speculations of the pastrevived to suit
the exigencies of the modern speculative Spiritualists, not in
the atlirmations of a theology that ignores nature and re-
pudiates investigation, not in accordance with theories
that minister to our own self-importance, that are not
honest enough to tell us the truth for fear of offence—not
in auy of these directions must we search for the origin of the
soul, Lut in listening to the’ teachings of Nature. Though
she rob us of our assumed angelic kinship, though she
rudely dispel the supposition that we have been created by
the hand of God, though she tear from us the pretty
figment that we bave ranged through other lives
celestial, and even though she tell us, that we have
not come from regions infernal or from realms brutal,
yet let us trust her to tell us truly, when she tells
us that within her realms are contained the esseutial cle-
ments of every .possible development which mankind has
expressed or will express on earth. In a word I would say,
Nature is sufficicnt to account for her own phenomena, and
so far as we are related to. her, for the existence and
development of our souls. A rational genesis for the soul is the
required accompaniment of arational immortality, and this
should cver constitute the central idea of an intelligent
Spiritualism.
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SPIRIT TEACHINGS.
SECOND SERIES,

This sevies of Spirit-Teachings, like the former, is made up
of selections from & great mass which have been autumatically
written during a series of years. They are selected on no other
principle than that of printing what has been valuable to the
porvan for whom they were originally given, in so far as the
cat be done without trenching on what is merely of personal
apd private application. The latter consideration excludes a
great muss of what would otherwise be interesting and
valuable matter. The phraseology has been preserved, as far as
possible, intact, names only being omitted. The series follows
directly on the first, from which, indeed, it is separated ouly by
the accident of its publication in another journal, and after
some oonsiderable interval of time. The publicativn is resumed
in deference to many repeated requests,

M.A. (OxoN.)

No. XXXVIL

[A season of great spiritual depression had come upon me. 1
felt unable 0 resolve many problems that perplexed me.]

You are perplexed and distressed. Be of good cheer. It is
inevitable that one round whom the battle rages should be ill at
eawo, This is not the time for rest. Leave every doubtful
question to a more peaceful time.  Exercise yourself in patience.
It is the most successful device of the Adversaries to suggest
doubts and difficulties to your mind. It is the most assailable
side. Your courage they cannot touch. Fix your mind on that
and resist the first temptation.

Yes, I believe that is so. But it in very hard to act on such
advice.

Novertheless, it is necessary.  You inust occupy your mind
and not allow it to brood. Be of good cheer. '

[T bad found it hard to get any automatic writing; and as I
wanted direction, I forced on what I regarded as a connnuni-
cation, but which wag, in puvint of fact, only the reflection of
uy own thoughts. It was a most instructive experience, and
I never repeated the experiment. ]

You are wistaking your own thoughts for our guidance. We
do not influence you in your decision as to associating yourself
withothers. You err in attributing to us any impression in your
mind. It is the result only of attempting to decide when the
arguiments are evenly balanced.

What do you advise ?

Nothing. We do not meddle.  Some of our friends are de-
sirous that you should remain at peace as far as possible now.
Others would urge you on to further publicity. R is for you who
know cireumstanoes to decide.

Bul every atlenpt to yuther up arguments ends in @ neyative.

Then act on the negative. It depends on your own feeling.

You have nothing to suy on the principle of organisation.

No, it does not apply. It is not wholly goud or bad.

I3 the chief here ? ‘

May the blessing of the Blessed One be on you.

I want to put before you some words of 0.'s, and tv ad you
whether you will tell me the truth about my progress or the reverse.
U. do s not, I think, understand me or my state just now. The
part I allude to i3 this: *‘ Who is beset by elemental spirits and
retnrning humon elementaries,” and the reason he gires, viz., the
possession of mediumship, He also assigns M.'s greater progress
to the lack of the faculty of medinmship. These statements open
out subjects which have lorg been in my mind, and 1 should lilke tv
hear what you have to suy.—[This was written in 1875.]

You have not put out the whole statement. Our friend, of
whom we speak with all respect, is in many ways wrong in
what be says; and he errs from want of perception.
not understand what he says about you ; nor bas he any power
of looking into your mind. He is entirely in error as to your
mediumship. He would call it splendid when in the full play of
development in thecivcle. When through its exerciseresultsgreater
than any previously wrought in that special phase were achieved
by our friends; when they were producing results which would
have astonished any men who saw and heard them ; and which,
but for aur controlling will, would have been very largely
increased, he would have called you a splendid medium. He
does not know how much nobler and grander is the present
exercise of your powers; how far more acceptable to the higher
intelligences is the devotion of them to mental and spiritual
work in spreading abroad the knowledge of our work. Had
it not been necessary for us to lay the foundations securely we

He does |

never should have permitted the use of your powers for such

purpose and for so long a time. That which to him is splendid to

us was lamentable. And we have not seen with any such pleasure

as we derive from the gradual sealing up of those avenues of

physical manifestation, anything counected with your mediamship.

The transference of your power from the material plane, the

quickening of the perceptions, and the dovelopment of the inner

spiritual faculties, the recognition in a normal way of our near-

ness, and the ability to see and converse with us without the
dangerous conditions of trance; thesc ave, to us, splendid.

They ave the inception of the most perfect form of life

pussible to mau ; that Enoch life in which he walks with God.

In proportion as mediumship is diverted into strange and
abnormal channels, it becoines dangerous. Any repeated and
constant oxercise of the puwer for physical purposes other than

mere equilibration is fraught with risk, inasmuch as it developes
that which is unnatural and abnormal, and in the end must
deprave the medium. Deprave, we say, and the word is not too

strong. Either the vital forces will be sapped, and physical

health destroyed, ov, more frequently, the mental balance

will be destroyed, or, most frequently of all, the medium

will become the instrument of intelligences devoid of high

moral consciousness, and so his morals will be detcriorated.

In one or more of these ways harm will sooner or later
ensue. This is the perversion of mediumship, and should

only be tolerated in the case of those who are sacrificed

for the public good in spreading conviction to thuse who

can be reached in no other way. The spread of it is not to
be encouraged beyond what is absolutely necessury. Far other
is that higher form of mediwmship when the huwan spirit soars’
from the material to the spiritual plane, aud in developing its
uwn innate powers gains means of intercourse with the pure and

good who are above its present state, and can elevate, purify,

and instruct it. In development of those powers is no risk of
contamination, no association with the impure and ignoble, the
brutal and depraved. The whole picture is reversed. The
vital forces are directed normally ; the spivit svars as its
instincts lead it ; the thoughts sugyested are pure aud good, the
aims put before it are elevated, the deeds inspired are such as
ennoble and win a good report from men. It is for want of
recognising this truth that spirit communion is so evil spokon of.

Not until it is reeoguised and acted on so far as the unprogressed
condition of men will allow, can the science make much

prog ress.

We rejoice far more than we have ever rejoiced concerning
you that you are velinguishing the phenowenal side, and are
devoting your faculties to their higher use. We rejoice that you
are ceasing to waate your strength on that which to us and to you
is, or should be, profitless. We hope that you will refrain, so far
as may be, from wasting yourself on vain contentions and curious
questionings. It must be that you contend for the faith, but do
it with discretion ; and refrain from any attempt to prove to those

| whodonot seek for it, facts that thoy are not able to appreciate ;

at any rate do not devote your powers as a medium to any such
end. Let them be consecrated to nobler work. Withdraw as much
as may be from the contentions which please the world ; aud con-
tend only for truth. When contention is at an end, you will
find that progress has been made by you. But look to peace as
your end. The work best worth doing is the cultivation of your
highest powers, the development of your own spirit, and com-
muning with us who are able and willing to instruct you. For
this reason we drew your mind to the subject which, in our
friend’s case, has absorbed all else, and has grown out of due pro-
portion. It is necessary that you learn to know yowself ; but
your knowledgo must not end there. It is necessary that you
learn the power of your own mediumship, but you must not
merely play with it on the plane of matter. It is necessary that
you learn the nature of the spirits who surround your earth,
in order that you may dominate and keep them at bay. It is
necessary that you sce the depths that yawn for the evil and

-abandoned, in order that you may turn to the pure and good.

Hence, the nightly agonics, the awful glimpses of horror, the
crowds of the Adversaries who surrounded and mocked at you.
Hence the nccessity for that ordeal. It was ordained for
far other reasons than those which our friend supposes. Ho
secins to consider that in the progress of the novice to the inner
realms of knowledge, it is necessary for him to encounter beuigs
whose business it is to guard the entrance, and that in pro-
portion as he is ignorant of their presence, or callous to their
influence, he is safe. This is one of the disturted views of truth
which the old writers inoulcate. The truth is that your medium-
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ship has been to you the one avenue of knowledge.
But for it you would now have been utterly incredulous

of our power: and would have been in the number of those |

who mock and scoff at our very existence. Through it you have
gained proofs which others do not need, and which could have
come $0 you in no other way. Our friend has never grasped the
truth that mediumship such as is yours,controlled by spirits such
as we, is the highest form of blessing if it be rightly used : and
only hurtful when deliberntely abuscd and misused. He has no
knowledge of such influence, and su mistakes. We have already
told you, in directing your development, that we were compelled
to allow you to be used for phenomenal manifestations for a
time. When it was possible for us to stop that phase, we per-
mitted you to be brought in contact with others of our friends in
order that you might learn of the power of your own
spirit, and might gather up the wisdom stored for you by
those who have gone before. Moreover, it was necessary
to give you practical proof of the existence and operation
of spirits other than those known to most men. If
we desired to do this, we knew from old and repeated expe-
‘rience that it was useless to explain and tell you. You must
prove and experience for yourself. Hence your nightly trials.
We were at hand to protect, but you did not need it. You passed
through your experience without fear, and in doing so gained
what we wished you to gain. It may be that you will find such
experiences to recur, but never again with their first force. Had
our friend known you as he imagines, he should know that in
winning your way through these opposing Adversaries, you have
achieved a victory and progressed to a degree to which nothing
in your previous development can compare. Nothing in your
previous life compares in our view with its past year, except the
days of seclusion, and the then period of earnest meditation and
devoted prayer. The wild development of the previous years,
necessary for atime, had little ‘charn for us, and no benetit for
you. Our American friends are not able to grasp the full
heauty of that inner growth which is now beginning to spring
from it : and they entirely misunderstand the object with which
it was permitted. It is not wise to compare rates of progress.
Progress 80 seldom runs on parallel lines that comparisons are
deceptive.  But we have watched with joy and helped, so faras
was possible for us, the growth in inner knowledge and spiritual
perception of your friend.  His nature *is being refined and
purified in a way that was very needful for it ; and he is under-
wuing the preliminary training necessary for him. What was need-
ful for you is not so for him. He is having his necessary dis-
cipline through which we sce his passage with juy. His spirit
needed puritication by trial, and that trial he is having in two
ways which he will vecognise.  Through it all his progress is real
and assured. The points of contact between your lives vary
from time to time, andatsome periodsare less intimate than others;
but your progress is side by side though events may in the future
separate between you. It is well for you to labour each for
himself, and to remember that discipline is not the same for all.

There are many points of truth theve, I am quite conseions of
distinct growth ; and I never felt more conscious of victory than in
defeating the attacks of those grinning fiends. I also suspect that
I gained a point in casting off the attempted sulijugation of reason
to @ mere idea which owr American fricvuls put forth.  The Lodye
seemed to be getting serionsly oppressive ; and the explanations were
only bewildering. I felt thut I could not afford to walk in the durk.
Has the time come when you can give me any direct information or
advice §

There is little to tell. It is not well for you to take any
steps in uncertainty. We never intended that you should.
We encouraged you, as we have said, to lovk into these
questions. We never intended you to give up all your life to
the study of magic. Without a life dedication such studies are
full of risk ; and you have other work to do. Be content to
gather up store of knowledge, and trust direction to us. Butdo
not be advised by our friends to despise and contemn what has
been to you your chiefest blessing:—the power of communing
with us.

No. I do not think they understand me or my medinmship at
all.  They certaindy make statements very wide of fact ; and take
shuts which miss the murk sadly.

Their information of you is imperfect, and they err in judging
you by other mediums. Nevertheless, you have learned much
and may learn more from them. Be content to wait. All is not
vver yet, and new developments are in process of evolution.

Cease now,
4+ IMPERATOR.

DIRECT SPIRIT WRITING.

The following message was given by direct writing—that is,
without physical contact—at a séance at which Mrs. Everitt
was the medium. The circle was composed of Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas Everitt, Mr. Frank Everitt, Dr. J. C. Clark, Mrs.
Clark, Mr. J. Hindes, Mr. Woods, Mr. Smart, and Mr. Morell
Theobald. Though the message consists of nearly six hundred
words it was written, as nearly as could be estimated, in
about three seconds : —

“ The time present seldom "aflords sufticient employment to
the mind of men. Objects of pain or pleasure, love or admira-
tion, do not lie thick enough tugether in life to keep the spirit
in constant activn and supply an immediate exercise to its facul-
ties. In order, therefore, to remedy this defect, that the mind
way not want business, but may always have materials for
thinking, she is endowed with certain powers that can recall
what is past and anticipate what is to come. That wonderful
faculty, memory, is perpetually looking back when there is
nothing present to entertain it. It is like those repositories in
several animals that are filled with stores of their former food
on which they may ruminate when their present pasture fails.
As the memory relieves the mind in her vacant moments, and
prevents any chasms of thought by idcas of what is passed, other
faculties agitate and employ her upon what is to come, the
passions of hope and fear. By these two passions you reach
forward into futurity, and bring up to your present thoughts
objects that lie hid in the remotest depths of time. You
sutfer misery and enjoy happiness before they are in
being ; you can set the sun and stars forward or lose
sight of them by wandering into retired parts of eternity.
Who can then possibly imagine that the existence of a
creature is to be circumscribed by time whose thoughts are not 1
Actual real enjoyments are so few and transient that man would
not be a very happy being were he not endowed with this
passion which gives him a taste of these good things that may
possibly come into his passions. He should hope for everything
that is good because there is nothing which may not be hoped
for and nothing but what our Father is able to give. Hope
quickens all the still parts of life and keeps the mind awake in
her most remiss and indolent hours ; it gives habitual serenity
and good humour. It is a kind of vital heat in the soul that
cheers and gladdens her when she does not attend to it. It makes
pain easy, and labour pleasant. No kind of life is 8o happy as
that which is full of hope, especially when the hope is well
grounded and when the object is of an exalted kind and in its
nature proper to make the person happy who enjoys it. There-
fore, a religious life is that which moust abounds in well-grounded

hope and such an one as is fixed on objects that
are capable of making men entirely happy. This hope
in & religious man is more sure and certain than the

hope of any temporal blessing, as it is atrengthened not
only by reason but by faith. It has, at the same time,
its eyc perpetually fixed on that state which implies in the very
nature of it the wmost full and complete happiness. The
influence of hope in general sweetens life, and makes the present
condition supportable, if not pleasing. But a religivus hope
has still greater advantages. It does not only bear up the mind
under her sufferings but makes her rejoice in them. It has this
advantage above any other, that it is able to revive the spirit
when passing from the earthly sphere and fill it with secret
comfort and refreshment, with rapture snd transport, sv that
he springs forward with delight to the great object which he
always had in view—a life beyond the present.”

OUR CONTEMPORARIES. -

The '* Religio-Philosophical Journal.

QOur Chicago contemporary gives in two instalments Mr.
Heaphy's celebrated ghost story with which our readers are
already well acquainted.——In the course of a leader on the
Salvation Army wania, the Editor points out that midst muci
that is foolish and unlovely there is a good side to their folly;
that enthusiasm is better than indifference; a superstitieus
belief than no belief at all ; erratic life than pulseless death, for
then there is some hope. If we could give them the steady
foundation of fact and knowledge and take in exchange some of
their enthusiasm, the outcome would be the most potent power
the world has yet seen for its salvation. This does not mean
that we should endorse the Salvation Army, its creeds, or its
methods. They are altogéther repulsive. ‘‘But,” says the
Religio,** we do wish often that Spiritualists had vigour enough to
live as if Spiritualism were true,enthusiasm enough to spend more
time, effort, and money to spread what they know to be truth. . .
There are hosts of Spiritualists; would there were more spiritual
energy among them.”  So say we.———The most important item
calling for attention is the report in the Journal for March 24th
of the Rev. M. J. Savage’s experience with Mrs. R. C. Simpson,
a slate writing medium of (L/hicago. It will be remembered
that the Banner and the Religio some time since charged Mr.
Savage with a want of honesty in his public utterances about
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Spiritualism. He has, however, openly and boldly come forward
and plainly and unhesitatingly acknowledged the reality of the
phenomena he has recently witnessed in the presence of Mis.
Simipson. We purpose summarising the report for next week’s
‘*Licut,” and hence leave the matter here for the present.

The “ Harbinger of Light " (Melbourne).

We are exceedingly glad to note that the Harbinger of Light
enrolls itself in the ever-increasing ranks of those who desiderate
more careful methods of investigation, It will, we are sure, be
a long time before the full benefit produced by the C.A.S.
circular on séance conditions is completely realised. We had
occasion recently to point out that its influence had extended
to Continental Spiritualism ; and now our Australian exchanges
bear witness to the same fact. The Harbinger, a few years ago,
would have dissented from any action of the kind ; but careful
observation of the effects on the public, and also upon mediums,
has necessitated its endorsement of the action recently taken by
the C.A.§.——“M.A. (Oxon.)” contributes a short letter on
¢ Materialisation Conditions,” which we shall reproduce in our
next issue. The contents of the present namber of the
Harbinger are bright and varied ; it should have a wide circula-
tion amongst English Spiritualists.

SPIRITUALISM IN LONDON & THE PROVINCES.

METROPOLITAN SPIRITUAL LYCEUM,
S1. ANDREW’s HALL, 14, NEwWMAN STREET, OXroRD STREET, LONDON.

The appropriation of Sunday evening last, at this hall, as a
¢  ballot night,” when, in the form of ‘question and answer,”
the controls of Mr. Morse met-all comers who had complied with
the invitation of the Council of the Lyceum to submit in-
quiries of general interest, seems to have been very generally
appreciated, for there was a large and intelligent audience,
courteously ready to recognise the sincerity of the efforts which
were being made to test the reality and the resources of trance
speaking. .

Every question was read over, and, with the exception of two
of a personal nature, excluded by the regulations, and three or
four others introduced by inquirers already accepted for one
question each—for whom further time could not be spared—the
whole were answered. The following is an abbreviated summary
of the questions submitted to the controls.

1. Can you say when the soul enters the body, whether it is
created, or where it exists before entering the body ?

2, Having for many years witnessed the experiment of
rings, composed of iron or wood, being passed over the hands
of sitters at séances, when the hands were tightly held or tied
together, I ask whether the rings are disintegrated or the flesh
of the arm ?

3. When we enter spirit life are we clothed with a spiritual
body ; if 80, do we at some future time throw off that body
and become pure spirit ?

4. Can the spirits once living on this earth explore other
supposed worlds, and are these in advance of this earth ?

5. Will you give an opinion upon the origin and truthfulness
of*“The new Bible, Oahspe,” and say whether you know anything
of the Jehovah who is said to have dictated it ?

6. What were the objects of Jesus Christ's mission to
mankind ?

7. What mission have the controls of Mr. Morse,and are they
sent by a higher power than themselves ?

8. Being told that only when spirits are in perfect harmony
can they communicate with each other, or even know of each
other's presence, and remembering how impossible is such
harmony, how shall we in spirit life recognise or communicate
with our friends?

9, Is there a path of progress open to all apirits, especially to
those lower spirits who visit the earth?

10. Is Ireland justified in demanding land reform and Home
Rule; has the English Government ever done their duty to
Ireland except after explosions and murder; and what may be
the future of Ireland?’

11. If man’s actions are influenced by spirits how can his
will be free, and if thus influenced to evil is it right to punish
him?

12. Blasphemy : is there sucha crime known to morallaw ?

13. Are gomprehensionism and Spiritualism similar !

14. Why do people have to suffer for the sins and misconduct
of others, and for their own committed in ignorance ; how do
you reconcile the fact of such suffering with justice ?

15. Why is one born ta suffering and another to ease? Where
and when will human woes and misery cease ! i

It would be impossible in the Mited space allotted to this
report to quote the substance of all the excellent and pertinent
replies to these questions, and invidious perhaps to make dis-
tinctions ; but as a shorthand note was taken of each, the whol‘e
can be printed verbatim, and then sold at sixpence per _co%y if
a sufficient number of applications for the work are received by
the secretary of the Council on or before the 17th inst., on
Sunday, the 16th, at the place of meeting, or on any day, in
writing, at 53, Sigdon-road, Dalston, E. .

A respectful expression of the thanks of the meeting was then
tendered to the controls for their instructive and valuable replies,

and most cordially acknowledged by them. During the collection
Miss Dixon relieved. the choir by an effective rendering of
Beethoven's solo, ** Creation’s Hymn.” .

The subject of the lecture by Mr. Morse on Sunday, the
15th, will be *“ Man’a God,” and on the 22ud, **God’s Man.”
. Nore.—The meetings will, on and after Su nday next, the 15th
inst., be held at the Cuvendish Rooms, 51 and 53, Mortimer-
street, W,

LIVERPOOL.

Mrs. Britten's visit to Liverpool hasresulted in an attack
upon Spiritualism by the Rev. J. H. Skewes, who in two
sermons, somewhat of the De Witt Talmage sensational type,
and entitled ¢ The Death-blow to Spiritualism” and ¢¢ Spiritual-
ism in its Coftin! The Lid Nailed Down,” brought forward
various objections which to the uninformed seem to have some
weight, rs, Britten haa replied quietly, and in the main most
effectively, The editor of the Protestant Standard, in which
paper the reply appears, is, however, most offensive, and we
should counsel our Liverpool friends to decline to continue the
discussivn unless a more courteous spirit is manifested by the
antagonistic party.

Next Sunday Mrs. Britten will again occupy the platform at
Rodney Hall, and on the Monday following, April 16th, will
deliver a short address—subject: *¢Is Spiritualism of Divine
Origin1”—to be followed by a discussion, clergymen being
specially invited to take part in the debate.

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.

NewcastLE.—On Wednesday evening, April 4th, a very p ea-
sant and enjoyable entertainment was given to the friends at Weirs
Court, by Mr. Baliol, a very successful and able North country
conjurer. His sleight of hand proficiency was truly remarkable,and
was greatly appreciated by those present. The entertainment
was varied by some excellent readings by Mr. Carver. On Sun-
day last Mr. Westgarth lectured at the hall of the N.S.E.S. on
““The True Religion,” which subject had been chosen by the
audience. Mr. H. A, Kersey occupied the chair. On the 23rd
of April, Shakespeare’s birthday, Mr. Mahoney will give an even-
ing of readings from Shakespeare.

GaTESHEAD.—Last Sunday evening Mr. J. G. Gray dis-
coursed to the members and friends at Gateshead on * Watch-
man! what of the night?” He endeavoured to shew how
the night of ignorance and deformity had to be dispersed
by the full daylight of knowledge and truth, before the spiritual
unfoldment of the race could be satisfactorily ensured. r. H.
Burton occupied the chair.

AsHINGTON.—Mr. Stevenson, of Gateshead, lectured to the
friends at this place on Sunday last on *‘° Spiritualism.” The
lecture, a very instructive one, was highly appreciated.

NorrH SHIELDS.—On Sunday evening last Mr. Mordey, of
Sunderland, spoke on ** The Philosophy of Divine Providence.”
The subject, a most interesting one, -was handled in a manner
which gave the greatest satisfaction. On the preceding Thurs-
day Mr. E. W, Wallis, of Nottingham, delivered an able discourse
on ‘‘ Spiritualism ” to a large and intelligent audience.

Mgrs. BrirreN.—This eminent lady is engaged to lecture to
the friends at Newcastle and Gateshead on the last two Sundays
of April and the first Sunday in May.

NORTHUMBRIA,

Mz. E. Dawson RoceErs.—At the Council meeting of the
C.A.8,, on Tuesday evening last, an unanimous vete of sympathy
was passed by all present to Mr. E, Dawson Rogers, the President
of the Association, in the great bereavement he and his family
had recently sustained by the death of Lis youngest son. Mr.
Rogers replied briefly, stating that at first both Mrs. Rogers and
himself had felt the blow very much, but that now they realised
how much consolation Spiritualism gave at such times.

Hupson TurrtLE.—We regret to hear that Hudson Tuttle—
whose name, and also that of his wife. are almost household
words amongst Spiritualists—has been seriously ill. Writing to
us on the 27th March he reportcd himself as ‘¢ just recovering,”
and we trust his progress towards complete restiration has not
been retarded in any way. He further says :— We have had
a fearfully cold winter, and it is still cold. I live near Lake Erie,
which is a solid mass of ice as far as I can see to-day.” Mr.
Tuttle’s last literary effort is a novelette entitled ¢ Clair : A
Story of Mormon Life and Perfidy,” which has attained a some-
what wide circulation on the otherside of the Atlantic. Its avowed
object is to exposc the dark ways of the Mormon missiounaries,
and the wrongs of the people whom they dupe., A few copies
will shortly be obtainable in England.

Mrs. Hardinge Britten will lecture at Liverpool, April 15th
and 16th. Newcastle-on-Tyne, April 22nd and 29th. Gates-
head-on-Tyne, May 5th. Belper, May 13th. Cardiff, May 20th
and 27th.  Address, The Limes, Humphrey-street, Chcetham
Hill, Manchester,

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS.

We cannot guarantee the insertion in the current issue of
letters arriving at our office later than Tuesday morning.
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CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF SPlRlTUALfSTS.

(With which is Incorporated the British Narional Association
of Spiritualists. Established 1873.)

38, GREAT RUSSELL ST., BLOOMSBURY, LONDON, W.C.
(Entrance sn WOBURN STREET.)

Tr1s ASSOCIATION waz formed for the purpoce of uniting Spiritnalista of
every variety of opinion in an organized body, with a view of promotinz the
fnvestization of the facts of Spiritualiem, and of aiding students and inquirers
fu their researches by providing them with the hest means of investizatiou,

The Association iz governed by a President, Vice-Presidonts, and » Council of
thirty Members elected annually.

The Referance and Londing Libraries contain r larce collection of tho best
works on Spiritualism and ocenlt subjects,  Spiritialist and other newspapers
and periodicals from nll parts of tho world are regularly supplicd for the Reading
Room, to which Memhers have acecozs daily,

The Socretary, or hi= reprezentative, ia in attendance to receiva visitors, and
answer enquiries; on Raturdave, from 11 a.m. to ¢ p.m.; on other dags from
2 p.m. to 9 p.a. On Rundnys the Roote are cloaed,

Spiritnaliste and otherr visiting the Metropoliz are cordially invitad to vixit
the Asaacintion and inspect the varions ohject< of interest on view in the Roadine
Room and Library. Information is cheerfully affordel to anquirera an all
questions affecting Spiritnali<m.

Mcemhers' Fren Séances are held on Wedneeday evenings, at R o'elock prompt
anbject to certain rezulations, which ean bhe azeartained on applieation.

Discnczion Meotings are held fortnightly during the winter months, Atmission
free to dMewmbers and Subseribers, who snn introdnee one or more friemls to each
wmoeeting. Programmes can he ohtained on application during the winter seazon,

Hoirdes, at which all friends ara weleeme, nre held at intervals duving the
season. An admission foo s charged, inolnding rafreshments.

TERMS OF MEMBERSATP,
Country members, with privilere of voting at att (3oaeeal Mootings,

and the right of using the Libraries when vicitine Tondon . - 17 6
Town members, with privilege of voting at all General Meetinea, the
use of Reading Room ard Referenre Library, and theright of taking

out one volume from the Lending Library e e e e e 0

Town members to be understood as those residing within the Mctropnlitan
postal distriet.

Lizht refreahmenta are provided at moderate chargas,

Prowpectuser of the As:zaciation and forms of applination for Menharahip
ean nizo ha proenred from the several nllied Sorieties at home and abroad.

All communications and engnivies shonld be addressed to the Roesident Senre-
tary, Mr, Tros, BLr1on, 38, Grant Russell-street, W.C,, and Past Offire Ordors
made pavable to him at the Great Rucsell-street Post Offire.  Cheqresto be,
erossed ¢ London and Genctal Bank, Limited.”’

COUNCIL.
Alchead, W. P, Darby House, Belper, Derbyshire.
Allan, G. P., IR4, 8t. Gaorga's.streot, K.
Arandale, Miss F.. 77, Elgin.creseent, Nottine Hill, W,
Barrett, F., Hawthornden, Leacroft, Staines.
Bennett, F. T.. 8, The Gre-n, Richmond,
Bowman, J., 65, Jamaira.streat, Glaczow,
*Britton. Sandys (of Metropolitan Spirvitnal Lyecum), 73, 8t. Paul's.rond, High-

Por annnm.
£ 34

bury, N.

‘Bnrtm{, Henry (of Gateshead Society) 3, Clifford Strect, Byker, Neweastle.
on-Tvne.

Coffin, Walter H., F.L.8., P.C.8., Junior Athenxnm Club, Piceadilly.

Damiani, Siznor G, 29, Colville.roat, Notting Hill, W.

*Dnnn, James (of the Sonth Dnrham Distriet Aszoziation), 83, Bimpson.ctraat,
New Shildon. .

FAmands, T. H., care of Rev. H. F. Limpa. The Viearare, Twickenham,

Farmer, John 5, 4, New Bridge-streat, Lulgate.cirens, 1.0,

FitzGerald, Mrs., 19, Cambridee.street, Hyde Park-square, W,

Fitzfierald, Dasmond, G., M.8 Tel. E., 6, Akerman.roal, Bricton, 8. W,

FitzGerald, Mrs. Deamond, Q., 6, Akerman-road Brixton, 8. W

Green, G. F.. 16, Vicaraze Park, Plumstnond, Kent.

sGreenwell, J. N. (of Dalzton Asso-iation), 33, Sizlon.voad, Dalsten, E.

Hounghton, Mias, 20, Delamora.crescent, Westhonrne.square, W.

T:ham, 8ir Charles, Bart., Lamport Hall. Northampton.

T amont, J. 45, Prescott-street, Liverpool.

*Larrad, E. (of the Leicester Rociety), 10, Edwyn.streat, Lelcaster,

Meuzens, J. G, The Manor Houce, Paage, 8 E.. and 3, Chureli-lane, Calentta,

*Milas, J. @. (of Cardiff Socicty), Preston House, Wyndham-orescent, Cardiff.

Morse, J. J., 53, Bizdon-road, Daiston, E.

Nowton, W., 11, Mitre.court Chinmbers, Temple, E,C.

Penrce, R., Lanarth House, Holder's Hill, Hendoun, V.W,

Pearson, Cornelius, 15, Harpur-street, Bloomsbary, W.C,

Pickersgill, W.C.. 3, Blandford.rquare, N.W.

Totts, G, H., 55, Caversham-read, N.W.

*Robertson, James (of Glasgow Association), 33, Gerturk.stroct, Govanhill,
Glasgow.

Rogers, E. Dawson, Rose Villa, Church End, Finchley, N.

Rondi, 8ignor Enrlco, 22, Montagu.placa, Russell.aquare, W.C,

*3loman, J. Bowring, Plympton, Devon,

Theobald, Morell, F.C.A ., 62, Granvilla Park, Blackheath, B.E.

Williama, Mrea. hfnry L. 8, 87, Highbnry New.park, N

Withall, H., 5, Augell Park-enrdens, Brixton, B, W,

Withall, Miss H., 5, Angell Park.gardlens, Brixton, 8. W,

*Wortley, Ra. (df Contral Tondon Spiritual Eridenco Socioty), 8nmmeriand
Villa, Rnrking-road, Plaistow, E.

[*Representntives of Allied Bocieties who are ex oficio members of the Couneil]
PRESIDENT.

{E. Dawszon Ropers, Esq.
ViICE-PRESIDENTS.
Desmond (. FitzGerald, Esq., M.8.Tel E.
Morel} Theobald, Esq., F.C.A,
ATDITORS,
Bandys Britton, Brq.
HoN, TREASURER,
Morell Theobald, Ezq., P.C.A.
RESIDENT SECRETARY,
Mr. Thor. Blyton, 38, Great Russell.street, Bloomsbnry, London, W,C.

Mre. FitzGerald.

Rd. Pearce, Ezq.

HONORARY OR CORRESPONDING MEMBERS.

Hin Imperial Highness Nicliolas, Duke of Lenchtenberg, 8t. Peterabury,
Russia.

Ahmed Rnssllm Pashn, Khan de Rassitn Pasha a Bahdjé, Caponssou, Coun-
stantinople,

The Baron Von Vay, Precident of the Bpritual Soolety at Pesth.

The Baroness Adelina Von Vay, Gouobitz, bei Potschach, Btyvia, vik Gratz
Austria,

The Baroness Gnldenstiihhe, 29, Rue de Trevise, Paris,

Colonel Don Santiago Batsols y Folzuera, Madrid,

El Vizconde de Torres.Solano Madrid. .

The Hon. Alexander Aksakof, Russian Tmperial Conncillor, Notr«ky Proapact,

8, 8t. Petersburg.

Signor Sebastiang Fenzi, Pirenve, Italy.

Herr Constantin Delhez, Wien, Austria.

J M. Peebles, Faq., Hammonton, Atiantio Co,, New Jersey, U.8.A,

Mrs. Qora L, Vﬂliehmond. Chicaro, U.8.A,

Afiec Anna Blackwell, Ln Tresorerie, Wimille, Bonlogne.sur.Mer,

Bahoo Peary Chahd ﬂinrn, Metenife Hall, Calentta,

Jawes Mylue, Teq., Belieen, Rast Tndinn Railway, Bengal,

Mra. Emma Havdiuge-Brirten, The Liwmes, H{amphrey Strest, Cheetham Hill,
Mancuerter,

A J. Riko, Rsq., Noordeinde, 198, The Harune, Holland,

Dr, Maximilian Perty, Profeskor of Natural Scivnre, Borna, Ruitzorland,

Dr. Frans Hoffmann, Profossor of Philosophy, Warzhery University, Germ any.

Gregor C. Wittiq, Kaq., Kornarstrasse, 28, Leipzig, Germany.

W. H. Terry, Fsq., 8t flmsell.strent, Melhonrne, Victoria, Anstralia.

M.Leymarie, 5, Rue Nonva dos Petits Clamns, Palaix Royal, Paris.

H. T. Child, Rsq., M.D., 63+, Race-street, Philndrulphia, U.S.A.

E. Crowsll, Esq., M.D., 195, Clinton-avenuna, Brooklvu, New York, U.S.A.

G. L. Ditaon, Esq., M.D., Malden. Masaachuzotts, U.8.A.

J. Murray Spear, Baq., 2,210, Monnt Vernou.stroot. Philndelphia,

Mrs. J, M. Spear, 2.210, Mouut Vernon.sirsat, Philatelphia.

J. H. Gledstanes, Esq., Merignac, Girouds, Fraace.

8amuel Chinnery, Fsq.

Rav. Samnal Wataon, Memplhis, Tennessce, U.B.A.

Luther Colhiy, Ezq., #, Moutzomery-place, Boston, U, 9.4,

M. de Buscompierre, 285, Chiaussde 8. Pierre, Xttorbook, Brussels,

M. A. Anthelwe Frite.

Liout..Col. P, Jucoby, 11, Rue do Vienne, Brussols,

Z. Test, E<q., M.D)., Union Springs, Cuynza Co., Now Yorlk,

Comte de Rallet, Hotel de I'Athenée, Rue Scrihe, Paria. .

J. L. O'Sullivan, E=q., 30, Upper Gloucester.placs, Dorset2qnara, London, N.W,

Captain R. F. Barton, F.R.G.S,, B.M. Conenl, Triote, Anetria,

A. R. Wallaes, Feq., F.R. G 8 Natwood Cottogs, Frith Hill, o Walatng,

Izanc B. Rich, Ean., 8, Montgomery.place, Boaton, U.S,A.

M illa. Hnet, lT.\?rhm- St. Honord, Paris.

W. 8. Godhe, Eaq., Salt Lake City, Utah, U.8.A,

Dr. Granbnt, Waitzner Bonlevard, 57, Buda.Pesth, Haneary,

J. W. Day, E=q., 9, Montgomery-place, Boston, U.8.A,

Mra. Frances: V, Hallook, 83, Woo t-1aus, Sh»n‘wrd's Bush, W.

Signor Damiani, 29, Colville-road, Notting Hill, W.

Dr. Puel, 73, Bonlovard Beanmarchais, Paria,

Garr J. I Stratil, Moling, 18, Brullor-atrasse, near Vienna,

M. Cocliet. Ruo Tanvier, Algiors,

Bork;"l‘: Hutchinsown, Esq, L.D.B.,, R.0.8.I.. 2, Now.strost, Cape Town, Son h
riea,

Miss Lizzio Dotan, The Pavilion, Tremont.strost, Bostan,

H. J. Newton, E«q., 138, Wost 43rd-streot, New York,

Dr. Robert Froisa,

M. C. de Rappard, 41, Rue da Treviass, Parin,

Charles Riackburn. Fsq., Blackbarn Park, Didsbary, near Manchester.

Thos, Blyton, 33, Great kussell-ntreet, Loudon, W.0,

ALLIED SOCIETIES.

Home.

Dalston Aesociation of Inguirera into Spiritualism. Hon. Rac. avd Repre.
X centative, —Mre. J. N. Greanwell, 53, Sizdon.rord. Dalston, E.
Brixton Psychological Socicty. Hon. See. —Mr. H. E. France:, 22° Covley.rond,
. Brixton, 3. W.
Liverpoot Paychologiral Sorfety. Hon. 8en.—Mr. John Ainsworth, 21, L»z.
. fallow-street, Lodgze-lane, Liverpool.
Cardiff Spiritualist Society. Representatiz>.—Mr. J. @, Miles, Preston House,
Wrendham-crereent, Cardiff.

The Great Yarmonth Assaciation of Invastizatore into Spivit1aliam. Hon. Sec.
—Mr. R. R. Dale, 3, Wat r Park-terrace. Snoathtown.road, (iraat Yarmanth,
Glaczow Association of Spiritualists. Hon. Soe.—Mr. John Mcf}. Mouro, %3,
Dairy-stroet, Goennniii, Giaszow. Repreeontative.—¥r, James Rodertana.
South Durham District Association of Spiritualists. Hon 8ac. .and Repre-

rontative —Mr. James Dunn, 8, Co-operative-streat. Dld Bhildon, Darham.
Leicester Spiritnalist Society. Hon. S8ec.—Mr. R. Wichtman, 39, Qraghoitrne.
etreet. Leicestor. Representative.—Mr. E. Larrad. .
Gatezhead Raciety for the Investization of Spiritnalism. Hon. See.—Mr. T,
Dawson, 2, Hutt.etraet, Gateshend. Rapreseutative —Mr. Heury Barton,
Nortu 8hields, Bpiritnal Investization Society. Hon. Sec.—Mr, Thomas N,
M:ller, 22, Savillo-streat, North Shialds,

Contral T,ondon Spiritual Rridonee Sociaty.~Houn. Sec., Mr. R. W. Lishman,
1%, Teichton.road, Camden Town, N.W.  Representative.~Mr. R. Wortloes.
Plymouth Free 8piritual Society. Hon. Sec.—Mr. R. 8. Clarke, 4, Athen®um-
terrace, Plymonth,  Reprezcutative.—Mr. J. Bowring Stoman.
Matropolitan Spiritual Lyconm. Joint Hon. 8acretaries.—Jos. N. Greenwell nnd
'ghpt-t. Blyton, 63, Sigdon-road, Dalston, K. Representative,—Mr. Sandys,

ritton.

Forelgn.

‘fhe Bpiriter.Foraclior Soniety, Bada.Pasth, Seeretary —M. Anton Prochassks,
Jnzefetadt Erzherzog Alexander.gaes, 23, Bulda-Pesth, Hungary.
Sociedad Bspiritista Eapafiola, Qervantes, 34, 28, Madrid, President—El Viscond

de Torreg-Solanot.
Sociedad Espiritn Contral de 1a Republica Mexionna. Presjdent— Seflor Rofuglo
T. Gonzaleg, 7, Calle de Almado, Mexioo.
Socielad Espirita di Bogota, Colombia, Bonth Awmorica,
Mnnuel Jose Angarita.
L'Union Bpirite et Magznetigue. Socretary—M, Charles Frits, 131, Rue de
Louvain, Brussela,
South African Spiritnal Evidenco Bociety. Hon, Bee,—A. Teagua, Esq., 8,
Orange 8treat, Cape Town, Ronth Afries,
Société Selontifique D'Etndes Peychologiques. of Paric. Beoretary—=M. Leymarie,
8, Rue des Petits-Champs, Paris,

Prasideat—Sofior

Business for Ensuing Week :—
Torspar, Arniti7th. —8pecial Committes on * Ways and Menne," at .30 p.m.
Special Committee's Séance with Miss Woobp, at 7.30 p.m.
FRipAY, ArRIL 20th.—B8pecial Comuittes’s Séance with Miss Woob,
THOMAS BLYTON, Resldent Seeretary.

HE THEOSOPHIST. A Monthiv Journal davoted to Soience,

Oriental Philosophy, History, Psycholozy, Literature, and Art Condubted

hyH.P. Blavatzky. Subseription, €1 per annum, post froe. Post Offies Okiders to
““Tho Propriators of ‘ The Theosophist,’ ** Adyar P.O,, Madrar, Judix.

ESTABLISHED 185).
IRKBECK BANK.—Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane,

Current Acconuts oponed arcording to the raual practice of othar Bankere,
and Interest allowed on the minimnum monthly balandes when not drawn below
£25. No commissjon charged for kecping Aocounts,

The Bnnlk also receives money on Depoait at Three per cent. Intercst repasahle
ofh demand,

The Bank undertakea for its Onztomers, free of charge, the onatody of Deede
Writings. and other 8eonritics aud Yaluables; the collection of Billa of Exclange
Diyidends, and Conpone; and the purchase and sale of Stocks and Shares,

Letters of Credit and Circular Notes 13sued.
A Pamphlet, with fall particulars, on applieation.
31st March, 1880, FRANCIS RAVENSCROPT, Manager.

The Birkbeck Building Society's Annual Reosipts
exceed Four Millions.

OW TO PURCHASE A HOUSE FOR TWO QUINEAS
. PER MONTH, with immedinte Possessinn and no Rent to pay. Apply at
the Office of the Binksrck BriLping Sociery. = .
OW TO PURCHASE A PLOT QF LAND FOR FiV'R
SHILLINGS PER MONTH, with immediate posscesion, dither ‘for
Building or Gardening pnurposes. Apply at the Ofce of the Birxwrcx Farvitotp
LAxD Soctrry.
A Pamphlet, with ull particulars, on spplivation.
FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager
Southampton Buildings, Chiancery Lane.
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