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NOTES BY THE WAY.

Contributed by ““M.A. (Oxon.)”

The narrative contributed to the last number of *“ Liaur ”
by Professor Barrett shews that there are two sides to
Spiritualism, and conveys an impressive warning against a
too hasty meddling with a comparatively unknown subject.
No instructed student of psychical phenomena doubts that
unbalanced minds may be upset by dwelling on strange and
new experiences, any more than it is to be doubted that
exciting religious experiences have overthrown many an
inteliect that possibly wavered before the tide of enthusiasm
swept it away., The risk of obsession, too, is one that only
the uninstructed will despise. The undeveloped spirits who
hang round the threshold of the door set ajar are sometimes
—Dbut by no means alicays—inconvenient and troublesome
guests. T have lLeen troubled by such; but I have also
learned from them many a lesson of great value. We are
apt to magnify the malignity, or vicious intents, or devilry
of these unprogressed spirits. They are not necessarily evil,
or even mischievous, because their opportunities for develop-
ment (thanks to some of our foolish habits, or laws, or pre-
judices) have during their life on earth been small. If
evidence of this be asked for, it may be found in the fact
that so little apparent harm results to the frequenters of
promiscuous séances. I do not know what is the nature of
the nidus of which Professor Barrett speaks, which renders
some psychical influences poisonous as ‘“ the contagion of
small-pox or scarlatina.” ‘But I should expect to find it
rather in the chance gatherings of a promiscuous séance than

in the seclusion of such a family circle as he describes. Yet
my experience does not furnish me with more than a few, a
very few, cases of harm resulting from such sittings. And
I do know many cases in which supreme satisfaction and
earnest conviction, a reformed life, and the germs of a
renovated faith have been the outcome of such experiences
as can be had in that easy way. The proportion on the side
of good is enormous.

Moreover, the question should be contemplated from the
point of view of duty and from the side of the communicat-
ing spirits. T have had long personal experience of spirits
who habitually came and asked for prayer; I have heard of
such cases from others, as I have also read themn in books.
It is, indeed, no infrequent experience. Such spirits have

repeatedly expressed themsclves as bencfited hy prayer,
and by association with spirits on a higher plane of progres-
sion than themselves. They are elevated and blessed by
such intercourse. Who shall say that this is not a suflicient
reward for any little trouble we may take, or annoyance
that we may suffer from the presence of these undeveloped
spirits 7 I believe that spirits who can be called evil, malig-
nant, or devilish are few : the ignorant, the frolicsome, the
earthy, whose treasure is here still, are many. But we can
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help them, and they will not hurt us. It is well to recognise
the dangers that necessarily attach to the study of this
subject. But these are no more to be deterrent, in the
light of duty, than the possibility of infection is to deter
the physician from visiting his patient. But in this case
the question of duty is what presses, Curiosity or idle
meddling is another thing,

So that this impressive, and, as I think, much needed
warning, must not be pushed too far. My interest in the
narrative is the greater from the curious parallel that it
presents to my own expericnces of some ten years ago.
Our circle was the scenc of much that is parallcled by
what Mr. D. records, as well as of much that transcends
what he has written. The power was apparently as
irresistible, the phenomena as strange, the influence over
onc of our number as erratic at first. But persistent and
judicious experiment overcame the difficulties, and that
which had scemed disorderly was reduced to system.
Except where we, or conditions unknown to us, upset the
rogularity of the proceedings, or interferced with the unscen
operators, all was evolved in orderly sequence until the
work was complete, and the evidence of spirit-power ceased.
It is, of course, absurd to write dogmatically about such a
case as Mr. D.’s; but I should expect to find F. a nervous,
sensitive, and perhaps, timid person, whose nature was not
robust enough to withstand the series of shocks that every
medium must go through in the course of development.
This development in his case was probably inter-
rupted at a critical period by the abandonment
of the sittings; and he lias remained, I take it, ever since,
in a condition of partial development, in which heis a
prey to inferior and unprogressed spirits—a victim to
the nervous derangement which would be removed by
complete development. It is melancholy to think that he
aud his friends have got from their abortive attempts to
penetrate into a country where all is strange, unknown, aud,
therefore, more or less calculated to terrify, nothing but
shattered health, and an abiding dread of that which
(rightly understood) is an invaluable training for the soul;
while we, on the contrary, from a somcwhat similar
expericnce—in which the ordeal was certainly not less
severe—succeeded, by perseverance and patient continu-
ance, in bearing-away a settled conviction and a steady
faith, a knowledge that no assaults can injure, and a hope
that could have sprung (for us) in no other way.

But this is to be expected from the very nature of tho
investigation, and it is by no means to be deprecated that
people should be warned of the risks that they may possibly
incur, There is risk, and need of care, and patient thought,
and pragerful attitude of spirit. The danger of obsession is
real: the risk that frivolous and curious meddling with
these matters entails is one that must be reckoned with ;
but the risk is by no means all. There is, as I have
endeavoured to shew, another side to the question. But
these experiences, essentially educational in their nature
and intention, come most frequently unsought, bringing a
blessing to one, to another apparently nothing but confusion
and distress. They are not to be reproduced at will; and
though the Society for Psychical Research may well hope
to throw some light on the facts themselves, as well as on
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the laws which govern the influence of mind on mind, and
possibly more than this, these spiritual experiences will, if
I am not very wrong, remain a mystery to human science.
No trace of law can be detected in them. We cannot reduce
them to system, any more than we can regulate and tabu-
late the mysterious strivings of a human soul when it is
intromitted into the spiritual state, and wrestles in prayer
for aid against the tempters that beset it. To each, his own
experience, singular and separate from all other. To each,
his own peculiar training, of which he must make what is
possible for him. But to the curious meddler, the man of
unbalanced mind, the depraved, the sensual—and to some
who, ns man sees, arve none of these—grave danger, and
sometimes shipwreck. These, however, are the exceptions ;
the rule is otherwise.

I am told that the “Stars and the Earth,” which I
lately reviewed, and which is a book of high merit, is the
work of Dr. Felix Eberty, of the University of Breslau. It
is entered under his name in the British Muscum Catalogue,
and he is described as its author in a note prefixed by the
editor of Macmillaw's Magazine to his articles on “ Good
and Evil,” contributed under his own name to that magazine
by Dr. Eberty soon after his book first appeared, more than
twenty years ago.

The following cases, which form a parallel to some
recently mentioned by me as illustrative of the power of
the imagination, are cited in Carpenter’s « Mental Physio-
logy” (Fourth Edition, p. 158), from Professor J. H.
Bennett’s « Mesmeric Mania of 1851 7 :—

‘¢ A clergyman told me that some time ago suspicions were
entertained in his parish of a woman who was supposed to have
poisoned her newly-born infant. The coftin was exhumed, and
the Procurator-fiscal, who attended with the medical men to
examine the body, declared that he already perceived the odour
of decomposition, which made him feel faint, and in consequence
he withdrew. But on opening the coffin, it was found to be
empty ; and it was afterwards ascertained that no child had
been barn and consequently no murder committed.

“‘The second case is yet more remarkable. A butcher was
brought into the shop of Mr. Macfarlan, the druggist, from the
market-place opposite, labouring under a terrible. accident (sic).
The man, on trying to hook up a heavy piece of meat above his
head, slipped, and the sharp hook penetrated his arm, so that
he himself was suspended. On being examined, he was pale,
almost pulseless, and expressed himself as suffering acute agony.
The arm could not be moved without causing excessive pain,
and in cutting off the sleeve, he frequently cried out ; yet when
the arm was exposed, it was found to be quite uninjured, the
hook having only traversed the sleeve of his coat.”

I am indebted to Mrs. Penny for the subjoined narrative,
which is sufficiently varied in its main feature from the
ordinary story of an apparition at the moment of death, to
have an added interest of its own :—

*“Two cousins of mine, middle-aged people of remarkably
sound good sense, sat one winter day by the fire, about
4.30 p.m., talking of small houschold affairs. There was a little
girl in the same room, and no one else in the house, their
one servant being busy in a yard some little way apart from it. One
of the sisters said to the other, ¢ But you know we cannot do
that next week —and before she could finish her sentence, a
third and strange voice interposed with, ¢ Why notf’ in the
quiet tone of a person conversing with them.

$¢The little child looked scared, and ran to look behind a table
to see if any one was hiding; the sisters, much startled, to
door and shuttered windows, to see if any one was in the house
or just outside it : but not a creature was near.

¢¢ Shortly afterwards they heard of the death of a cousin abouy
the time of that surprising query,—a relation of whom they had
seen little, and for whom they cared too little even to think of
" him often.

““The name of my cousins is Brown, and this happencd at
Bridgnorth. I sent them this report of what I remembered
their telling me, vivd voce, years ago, and had it verified, before
forwarding it to you,” M.A. (Oxown.)

A PERSONAL OR IMPERSONAL GOD?

Feeling grateful for Mr. Haughton's few and admirably clear
words about a “ personal ” Gud, T wish to express my deep sense
of obligation. In these days any tixed point of belief is, by
believers, 80 seldom separated from obscurities of thought that [
think the world much indebted to those who can effect such
clearance. For want of a fitting equivalent to the word ¢ Ego,”
the word person seems to me to have served to cover the most
irrational confusions of thought ; and these have landed some
minds in an abyss of high sounding verbiage, where not only all
clear ideas must have been lost, but the peace resulting from a
distinct object of worship also. To worship or obey an impersonal
God would be about as possible as to worship and obey magnetism
or electricity. It is only of late that curreney has been given to
the very important coneeption that all life and power throughout
the universe is Divine power under manifold medifying condi-
tions (which widely differs from the belief of tho Pantheist that
every being is Divine)—but as a personal, i.e., & consciously
willing and creating God, claima obedience from creatures cogni-
sant of His love and power, and such claims are irksome to
modern philosophers, the perverse and rootless deduction from
that truth has been made, that because life and its love and
power are diffused in all beings, therefore there can be no one
Being who diffused it; and that consequently God is, as Mr.
Haughton shews, inferior to man—a permeating essence, and
not the Father of Spirits, and Maker of Heaven and Earth,

If one or two atomic molecules of skin under the sole of a
man’s foot could philosophise, they might naturally adopt the
same theory as to man, and feeling warm and comfortable might
pronounce him to be no individual being, but warmth or cireu-
lation of the blood,

I am very much obliged to Mr. Haughton. ¢ Blank
Atheism " has 8o many interesting new names that it is well
they should now and then be translated into plain old English.

January 20th, 1883, A, J. PexNnv,

To my mind, as, doubtless, to many others, the letter of Mr.
G. D. Haughton in your last issne merely illustrates the utter
inadequacy of language to express the Infinite—to define what
(in the original significance of the word) we may understand,
but cannot comprehend. For me it is equally impossible to
regard the supreme Intelligence of the material and of the
spiritual worlds as a person or individual, or as an impersonal
principle. The idea of any ““Dbudily confizuration "—even that
of the whole material universe—is nccessarily inadequate and
deficient in reverence, because it iinplies a limitation. But I
apprehend that the Infinite Being, God, is not altogether apart
from, is not wholly outside of, any existent being or thing. He
is in all, but all are not in Him. The highest Spirit may say :
“Jand wy Father are one ' ; the lowest has yet to realise the
Fatherhood of God and His all-embracing imniensity. At every
step upwards in aspiration and knowledge must we not still re-
peat ““ nescio ! ” till He *¢‘ hath made the whole complote ' 1

DesvoNp G. FrrzGERALD.

I am unwilling to encroach on your valuable space by
entering on the never-ending controversy of the nature of
Deity, but there was one remark in the article of your correspond-
ent, G. D. Haughton, which seems to me to require further
explanation] to elucidate his meaning. I refer to the phrase,
“God must be able to communicate with matter, and to
originate force to impel and sustain it, for matter is inert in its
own cssence.” )

Now, without further cntering into the question of the
“structure” of Deity, I may venture to inquire what your
correspondent understands by the essence of matter, and how that
essence can be inert. Are not all atoms of so-called matter the
effect of the correlation of two great forces forming, as it were,
one ? Is not force itself but the outward expression of the interior
essence ! How, then, can effect be independent of cause, 8o as
to require the origination of that cause to impel and sustain it ¢

London, January 22nd, 1883. F. ArRUNDALE.

In ““Notes by the Way,” March 26th, 1881, was published a case
of an apparition at the time of death. W. L., in America,
suddenly taken ill, appearcd to his father and mother in
England at or about the time when he died, * shewing much
anxiety to get to England and see his mother.” I am anxious
to venify that story at first hand for the benefit of the Society for
Psychical Research.  'Will the correspondent who sent it, and
whose letter is mishid, kindly cnable me to do s0?—M, A.
(Oxon.)
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SPIRITUALISM AT HOMSE.

By F. J.«Theobald.

About ten years ago some friends, whom I will call Mr. and
Mrs. K., came to spend a few wecks in the pretty suburban
village where I then resided. They were much interested in
Spiritualism, and we held several séances together. My friends
were accompanied by their adopted daughter, whom 1 will call
‘“ Annie,” and who had become a trance medium. Her power
Liad developed naturally, i.e., without any effort ; in fact, rather
against, than in accordance with, her own will ; for she, having
been brought up in the sphere of rigid orthodoxy, had lingering
scruples as to the propriety, wisdom, or right of yielding to
these hitherto latent and unknown powers. It was only by
gentle persuasion that we could induce her not to resist tho
influence, when we met en séance to wait for the spirit, and in
all due reverence and prayerfulness to accept whut should be
given to us.

Annie had no knowledge of the various phases of medium-
ship or thought familiar in the spiritualist circles. She knew
nothing of the laws of correspundencs or of symbolism, by
means of which so much that is given by spirit teaching can
alone be interpreted. Thus, the little account of the poor spirvit
calling herself ‘“Betsy,” which crops up most unexpectedly at
several successive séances, is of the deepest interest, the
symbolic teachings conveyed in her simple words being full of
instruction. With but slight alterations, and occasional explana-
tions, T now give some few extracts from my Spiritual Diary of
the experiences of those few weeks.

I find our first séance took place at my frieuds’ lodgings,
Mr. and Mrs. K., Annic, and myself were (as with but few
exceptions) the only persons present.

Muy 31d, 1871

In a short time Annie was entranced. Her coun-
tenance was expressive of deep sorrow, and there was a peculiar
sound in her throat, like choking. As soon as the spirit had
zained suflicient control, we entered into conversation with her ;
for it proved to be the spirit of a very poor ignorant woman.
In answer to our questions we learned that her name was
“Betsy.” She had been in the spirit land about five years,
and was very unhappy. She dwelt much on the cruelty of her
husband, and of the miscrable surroundings of her carth-life.
We asked the cause of her death.

¢ Oh, it was dreadful ! T was choked!”

¢ Do not bright spirits come to help you!”

‘‘ Yes, but they are too bright, I cannot look at them.”

* What sort of a home do you live in ?”

“Very miserable. Only one room. T have no door, and
only one window.”

She expressed great hatred against her husband, saying she
never could forgive him. We told her that, in all probability,
it was on account of these revengeful feelings she was kept
from rising; that if she would but pray to be enabled to
conquer them, and endeavour to forgive her husband, she
would soon progress towards a happier state.  She promised
to try to follow our advice, and then left, unwillingly.

May 4th.

. Mr. K. went up to London to-day, to attend some
sdances, leaving it uncertain as to when he should be back.
I determined, in case he did return in time on the bth, that I
would go to their rooms in the evening and have a *“sitting ;"
but I did not mention my intention to any one.

On the morning of the bthy Mr.K went—an entire stranger—
to Messrs. Herne and Williams, and had a most satisfactory
sdance with them. John King, the spirit, spoke, and addressing
him by his name (which no one in the room knew) said:
¢¢ Well, Mr. K., how is Miss Theobald 7” Mr. K., in surprise,
said, ‘Do you know Miss Theobald{” * Of course I do,”
roplied the spirit. “ We could not do without F. J. T. She'’s
&oing to have a séance to-night. I'll come, and speak, if T can.”

On account of this intimation from John King, Mr. K.
returned early in the afternoon, called in to see me on his way

home, and telling me these details, asked me if John King was
correct | Now, had this piece of information been given through
¢¢ John Watt ” (i.e., the spirit who has for years manifested by
direct voice through our kind fricnd, Mrs. Everitt’s, medium-
shuip), I should have felt less surprise ; it would not have been
the only time he has shewn himself familiar with my untalked-
of plans. But as I never have attended any séance where John
XK ing speaks, and have never met any of the mediums through

and wonder that he should have thus proved himself so wise
respecting my unspoken thoughts !

About seven o'clock in the evening we assembled en séance,
First came long, and as it proved, most characteristic messages,
given through my writing mediumship, purporting to be from
cluse relatives of the K.’s. Suddenly a fresh influence came, and
“John King " wrote afew words, but said he could not do much
with me ; he would try to speak through Annie. .

Annie was soon entranced, and ‘John ng a.nnounced lus
presence in a jolly, rollicking way, but still saying, ‘I must be
gentle here, this medium is very refined.” We asked where the
medium'’s spirit was. “Up there,” he answered, pointing
upwards and chuckling mischievously. ¢ She don't like it
much ! Too much philosophy for her! The old lady she is
talking to is too wise !” From his description we concluded that
Annic was conversing with Mr. K.’s mother, who had been
writing through me, and whose characteristic shewn therein,
and recogniscd thereby, by her son, was a love of discussion
upon any deep philosophical subject. . . . . All at once
came the choking sound in tlie medium’s throat, and John King,
turning sharply round, addressed some spirit, saying, *‘Go
away ! you shan’t come here ! We asked ¢ Who is it, John
Turnmrv round, again he spoke to the spirit, and after a pause,
said, “* She says her name is Betsy.” ¢ Ask her what she wants
to say to us?’ we said. (Another pause.) Then spoke John,
¢ She wishes me to tell you she's 'agiven her husband ; you
know she means forgiven, but she’s very ignorant, and said
‘aygiven. She says she's prayed, and prayed, and prayed, all
day, and then she 'agave him. And now she has two windows
instead of one.”

Johu promised to ¢ give her (Betsy) a lovk now and then,
and do his best to help her.”

We had a long conversation with John, during which he
frequently congratulated himsclf upon his possession of the
medium, and chuckled in an amused way over her unwilling
absence from her body. We begged him not to exhaust Annie,
and John assured us he would not tire her, adding, ¢ You know,
those poor things like Betsy, draw upon her too much. Now
DPm strong and jolly ! bless you, I shan’t hurt her.” . , .
When Amniec awoke she had no recollection of where her
spirit had been, but felt perfectly well ; not at all exhausted,
as she did after any sad spiril like Betsy had beeit.

May Tth.

We had a séance with several friends besides ourselves.

. “John King” came with dificulty. He told us
“Betsy had progressed so well that she sent us word sho had
@ door now !’ John added, ¢ She always had thoe door; but
until she had her two windows she couldnot sceit!” . . .

Evidently these messages from Betsy bear a symbolical
signification, as well as a literal one, windows signifying
light and knowledge; the door meaning progress to a higher

condition.
May 101h.

We had this evening one good proof that the answers given
to our questions by tho spirits, were not the result of thought-
reading. Mr. K. and Annie came to spend the evening with
me ; Mr. and Mrs. H. joined us. Mrs. K. was unable to be
with us, because of illness. Aunnie was entranced, and after
several controls, with whom we had much interesting conversa-
tion, an Indian spirit came. I (thinking of Mrs. K., who was
aloncin their lodgings) asked the spirit, ‘° What -is Mrs. K.
doing 2" “ She’s sitting there reading,” he replied, pointing
to the part of the room where Mr, K. was sitting. For the
instant I was completely puzzled, but soon found that the spirit
was referring to Mr. K.’s spirit-mother, and not his wife. He
told us she was studying a book ¢ Alpha.” This corroborated a
message which had been written through my mediumship,
early in the evening when Mrs. K., senior, told her son that she
was ‘¢ getting ready to discuss with him.” Once during
the evening the Indian spirit suddenly ceased speaking. We
asked many questions, but no notice was taken. Suddenly he
made some remark. I asked, * Why have you not replied to
our questions?” ¢ What questions 7 * he asked. *‘ I've heard
none ! I've been away looking for John King. I wanted to ask
him about those photographs ”( referring to a previous subject).
He sent a message to you something about a ‘ Betsy who is a
great deal happier, because of a door 'l ”

(This was the last we heard of poor ‘‘ Betsy. ”)
May 11th,

we were alone—i.e., Mr. and Mrs. K,,

.

This evening

w hose power he is able to communicate, it is a matter of surprise

Annie, and F.J.T.

Digitized by GOOS[Q



40

LIGHT.

(January 27, 1883,

As soon as Annic was entranced a spirit, who said ho was a
“navvy,” spoke in a broad country dialect.

We asked him to describe any spirits who were present.

“] gee threo women,” he said, and went on to describo the
neat, characteristic Quaker costume peculiar to the family of

both Mr, and Mrs. K. . . . He then turned round
to me, saying, ‘““There's a —--—" Then he stopped,
apparcntly listening to something.  After a minute or so

he continued, in a very subdued tone of voice: ““I'm
told I'm to say, ‘lady.’ There's a lady by you” We
could not help laughing, and I said that we might be sure such
conventional terms or distinctions were dispensed with in the
spirit-world, that I never thought of my guardian spirit-mother
as a ‘“‘lady,” but only as a bright, beautiful female spirit.

“ I meaut no offence,” he said,

1 didn’t know no better !”

I had a most interesting conversation with mamma, the
spirit eovidently listening for the reply given by her to my
questions, and thon repeating it to me. I asked her why she
could not herself control Annie, and thus speak more dircctly.
8he told us that during the enrly stages of trance mediumship
the lessadvanced spirits couid gain control more easily than the
higher spirits. When mamma had left, Mr. K. asked his
mother if she could not give some message to him. The spirit,
turning round, seemed to be listening attentively, but ‘with a
most bewildered expression of countenance.

‘“Speak plainer! Speak louder!” he kept saying.
can’t understand you.”

At last he turned towards us, and in a most disheartened tone
of voice, exclaimed :(—

“ Such a long message, and T can’t tell you half ! She uses
such hard words for me. I don’t know much. She can write
through you” (pointing to me), *“ but she can’t speak nohow
through me ! * Compound,’ ‘ mediumship,” * rationalistic,” and
a lot of words like that ; but I can’t remmember all.”

Speaking among ourselves of the spirit in_control, we
observed that he was evidently a low spirit, meaning unde-
veloped or ignorant. Suddenly he said, in an iujuved tone,
“T'm not a low spirit; T'm a good sort of fellow. I used to go
to chapel and to read my Bible when I was in your world.”

We asked, ‘Do you find all that yon wore tanght by your
minister true?”

¢ No,” he replied quickly, ‘‘not all, for he said some would
be lost, and that is not true, for we are all taught. I go to
school ; I'm learning well.  T'm not low.”

During the following week, Mr. and Mrs. Everitt came,
and most kindly agreed to have a séance with us. All who
have had the privilege of being with this singularly gifted
medium will understand the great boon it was to my friends
to have this opportunity of witnessing the most beautiful
manifestations which occur in her presence. Mr. and Mus.
Charles Pearce and my brother (Mr. Morell Theobald) joined
us, at Mr. K.’s rooms, 8o that we formed a circle of ten.

1 find entered into my diary that we had the usual raps,
movement of the tablo without human contact, delicivusly
scented breeses, and brilliant spirit lights, flashing about the
room. Then we all heard, first the distant, then the gradnally
appruaching rumbling sound which heralds the approach of
¢ John Watt.” So strong was the power that every article of
furniture in the room was in a strong tremor.

At last John raised the tube off the table, flourished it
about the room, rapping several of us with it on our heads
(*“ to gain power,” he said), and then spoke clearly and loudly
to us. A very dear friend had recently passed away from our
midst. Thinking of him, I said to John Watt, “Have you
scen our dear friend, John 7"

I've not seen him yet,” he replied, **but I have heard he
is here.”

¢ Who told you 7” T asked.

A brother spirit said to me, ‘Brother L. has got over
the river,” but he is still slecping. I've not scen him yet.

We had, as we do invariably in Mrs. Everitt's presence,
some most delightful converse, upon different spiritual subjects.

When the time came for us to break up the circle, in order
that friends present might not lose their trains to get home,
John Watt bade us a courteous adieu, threw down the tube, and
left.

This was as pleasant a finale as we could have to these few
successive séances ‘‘ at home,” in which my friends were as much
interested as I was myself,

“They are all women to
ne.

UI

MEDIUMSHIP FOR PAINTING.
. To the Editor of * Licur.”

Sir,—I have had a rather interesting séance with my old
and csteemed friend Mr. J. C. Wright, of Liverpool, a record of
which may not be without value to your readers. On Sunday
evening, the 7th inst., after having delivered an cloquent
oration at New Mills, hic accompanicd me home to be my guest
for the night. While sitting round the fire, after supper, our
friend Mr. Wright dropped off into a trance. Amaong several
controls who took possession of him was one who gave the
nawe of James Barry, and who stated that he lived and died in
Cork, and was by profession a painter, and concluded by offering
to produce me a swall painting, under the following conditions :
that I should furnish paints (water colours), two paint brushes,
one small and the other larger, and a picee of cardboard about
cight inches by six or seven. We were to sit in a very dim
light, and the medium’s face was to be covered over with a
cloth, and tied in a knot at the back of the head.

Having provided a box of paints and brushes, and laid them
and the cardboard on the table, we sat on Wednesday night,
the 10th inst., at 7.30, in a very subdued light. We had barcly
taken our seats when the medium was entranced. My daughter,
who is seventeen years of age and a strong physical medium, sat
on the left of Mr. Wright ; my wife being opposite and  facing
the medium, and myself being on the right. I had previously
bound a thick cloth over the eyes of the medium, enveloping his
head and face entirely down to his upper lip, drawing it tight
under his nostrils, thus shutting out all possibility of his seeing
by means of his natural eyesight. Ho took the brushes one by
one from the case, examined them, and choosing two for his
purpose, immediately set to work selecting the various paints
with sceming facility. In a few minutes the ground-work of the
picture was complete ; a huge rocky bluff put in on the left, and
what scemcd sca stretching to the right and far away into the
distance, until sca and sky blended into one, At this point the
medium threw down the brush, lay back in his chair, and scemed
thoroughly exhausted.  In a minute or two the control said, “1
am afraid, John, this will have to complete my first attempt ;
the medium has been sitting too much this afterncon, and there
is a great loss of power.”  He had given two sittings to private
friends, onc after dinner and the other immediately before we
sat for the painting. The control continued, *“ Yes, I can now
fully appreciate the difficultics I have to overcome ; I must be
able to grasp the whole of the medium's mind, My main difii-
culty i3 want of lucidity. I could not have accomplished this
much in any other circle but the one in which the medium has
developed.  But sit again in half-an-hour.”

The medium came out of trance, and we sat chatting until
the expiration of the half-hour, when we again took our places
round the table, the medium blindfulded as before. The con-
trol at once took possession of the medium, took up the brush,
and essayed his task again ; but the medium seemed very much
distressed, shook his head, and the control said that the condi-
tions were not improved—in fact, they were rather worse, 1
begged him to try and give the painting a little more form if
possible. The medium lay back in his chair for a few minutes.
At last he roused up, stretched himself, and the control ex-
claimed : ““Dear me ! we are all dead ; magnetise the medium.”
I made a few passes. The control raised his hand in signal for
me to cease, and said : ‘I want you all to tix your gaze on the
picture ; it will assist materially the lucidity which is necessary,
and I will try and outline it.” He then took the brush, and
after mixing the colours he touched up the sky and rocks and
sea rapidly, and threw down the brush again, saying, ¢ There!
I have dune what T can at this thme ; it is our first attempt. I
have one or two difliculties to overcome ; we shall again attempt
the task at some future opportunity, when we hope to havo nore
complete success.”

Soended our séance. The painting is far from being a work
of art. Im fact it is but very imperfectly tinished. Thescene,
however, is before you ; the huge rocky bluff washed by an
angry sea which stretehes faraway te the sky line ; on the sum-
mit of the Lluff, in a heap, are large, almost perpendicular rocks ;
further inland are indications of an old ecastle in ruins; while
along the blue sky are drifting masses of white and grey clouds.
And though the picture is far from what I could wish, there
18 ample promise for the future. However, as it is, there is
abundant proof to my mind of avenues of perception and
sight outside, apart and independent of, the natural organs of
vision. Another fact scems evident from the remarks of the

Digitized by GOOg[Q



January 27, 1883.]

LIGHT.

41

control, viz., that lucidity on the part 'of the medium may be
supplied by, or drawn from, the minds of the sitters present.
How this is effected is a mystery which, I fear, willrest with
us till death shall clear our perceptions. Two solutions pre-
sent themselves, however, to my mind. Either the control,
or the spirit friends assisting him, can look through my open
vision on to the picture as it is being manipulated by the
medium, or they are enabled to look into my mind as into a
looking-glass and see the picture in its various stages of pro-
gress. However, this is only a guess, and like most guesscs,
may be very wide of the truth.

I trust Mr. Wright may have an opportunity soon to give
me still further proofs of the wonderful elasticity and adapt-
ability of hismediumship, when you may hear from me further.

Ienclose a strip of the cloth used in covering Mr. Wright's
eyes.—Yours very truly, JouN LiTHGOW.

Hayfield,
16th January, 1883.

SOMNAMBULIC INTROVISION, CLAIRVOYANOE,

&o.
To the Editor of ¢¢ Liuur.”

Str,—The following contains, apart from its general interest
a8 a history of a cure by vital magnetism, some particulars which,
I think, will interest all students of psychical science. I condense
it from the, records of a case communicated by M. Durville
to the Journal du Magnetisme of October. —Yours truly,

. J.D.

Madame Durieu, aged twenty-five, of a nervous tempera-
ment, and mild but excitable disposition, had been an invalid
for six years. She had been under the treatment of various
physicians, almost all giving a different diagnosis of her
malady. She had been treated for debility, for spinal weak-
ness, for weakness of the lungs, for consumption, for nervous
disorder, for hysteria, for neurosis; in every case in vain or
with aggravation. She was brought to me for magnetic treat-
ment as a last resource.

T made the following record of the cusc :—A general prostra-
tion of strength, congestion of upper portion of lungs,
bronchial irritation, pains and strange sensations in the region of
the heart, torpid digestion, trouble of the head and confusion of
thought, sleeplessness, excessive scnsitiveness, pain and
weariness and hurried respiration in walking.

I began my treatment of magunetisation by slow, gentle, more
or less distant passes, from head to feet, for half an hour at a
sitting. At the third daily operation she passed into the som-
nambulic sleep, in which she saw her interior condition, and
deacribed the minute bloodvessels on the surface of the apex of
the heart as congested almost to the degree of oxtravasation.
I would not have her look at this too long.

The next day her somnambulic sleep was complete, with good
lucidity. She saw that the movements of the heart were embar-
rassed from the congestion. In addition to the careful
magnetisation I gave her a small glass of magnetised water to
drink., T asked her to note the effect of it. She said, ‘‘I sece
that it goes to the heart; it warma and vivifies it ; the heart
seeme environed by it as with a beautiful flame; it comes from
the water in the stomach ; oh, it is so beautiful 1’ &c.

A few days after, on passing into the sleep, she saw all her
interior organs as those of another person, and gave particular
instructions as to the magnetisations, so as to avoid complicating
the condition, and to bring all the organs into orderly action.

At the next magnetisation she became still more lucid, and
predicted the disappearance of her most painful symptoma.
She said she saw the magnetism attracted to the suffering organs,
especially the heart, which derived the force from it necessary
for the rectification of its disordered state.

Unhappily, while advancing so well, she was one day
overwhelmed by an exciting emotion, arising from some family
trouble ; this brought back many of her painful scnsations.
But by tranquil magnetisations and the use of magnetised water,
externally as well as internally, we regained our lost ground.

Now family affairs required that she should prepare to go in
a few days to Lausanne (Switzerland). In the somnambulic
sleep she saw that I could continue the magnetisation d
distance. In order to test this I arranged with her husband
that at a precise hour in the evening I would, from my home,
magnetise her in their hotel apartment. At the hour fixed I
directed my will towards her with the intention of bringing on
the sleep ; at first I acted strongly, then gently; then I ad-
dressed cortain mental questions to her. At the end of fifteen

minutes I willed her to awake, making the corresponding passes
as if present before her. At my next visit the husband told me
that at the timeagreed upon she spoke of me, seemed vexed,
and presently fell upon a couchin the magnetic sleep. I had
previously placed the husband in magnetic vapport with her.
When he spoke to her she expressed vexation with me for
magnetising her without giving her notice, said that she saw me
and my thoughts, ‘and apparently give answers to questions
put to her by some one in the room whom he did not see ; he
handed these answers to me in writing, and they were in con-
formity with the questions I had put ¢ distance.

Her vexation with me remained, although she continued to
amend. She wished me to magnetise her & distunce when she
arrived at Lausanne, but I was not to will her into the sleep.
She said that magnetism had saved her life, and that it would
radically cure her.

Pain in the right shoulder and weakuess of the spine were
still present; for these I magnetiscd with warm breathings
followed by downward passes. While so operating, her hand
became hot.  She said, in the sleep, that she saw a dark
vapour pass down the arm and off from the finger-tips : her
hand was hot to the touch. From this emanation I was careful
to free myself, lcst it might affect other patients ; and I recom-
mended the husband, who was present, to keep at a little
distance,

I magnetised her & distunce while she was at Lausanne, a
fortnight, and while she was there I, being in Paris, made
three experiments in mental questioning, and obtained answers .
through another somnambule, whom I caused to mentally travel
thither. Thesc experiments were very satisfactory. I made
another experiment when she returned to Paris, but still
& distance, to satisfy some inquircers ; but they spoiled it through
their not being content with being only obscrvers. In such ex-
periments observers shouid observe passivity.

I magnetised Madame Duricu from day to day until the end
of the seventh week of the treatment, when I ceased, because
her health was perfect, and it keeps so.

H. DURVILLE.

_

DREAMS.
To the Editor of ‘‘ Li¢nr.”

Sir,—1 see you arc giving something about drecams. Let me
relate one to you which occurred three years ago. A friend of
mine whom I have seen this morning, dreamed that he
was walking along a lane; that there was a shed upon an
embankment, and some nettles growing at the foot of the wall
of the shed ; that there was a dog burrowing amongst the nettles;
that he went to sce what it was doing there, and found it to be a
rabbit hole, and he went into the shed and made a hole inside in
a line with the hole outside, and found three rabbits in it. After
taking them out he killed them, and left them until he came to
tell me, and ask me if I thought it right to take them away. This
ended the dream. )

The next day he was taking a walk, not thinking anything
about the dream ; and he was going past the said shed and found
the dog as dreamed, and the idea struck him that he would go
into the shed and see if there was a hole through the foundations
of the wall ; and he duga hole and found three rabbits as
dreamed, and after killing them he left them, thinking perhaps
he had done wrong, and he thought he would ask me about the
matter ; and strange to say I was going out for a walk and met
him, 8o the dream was fulfilled,

I consider this something strange, as the rabbits could
not, and if they had the power they would not, have impressed
him with the dream, to take their life ; but I should like the
opinion of others upon the matter.

Since that time my friend has with mysclf been impressed,
and we could tell you some strange things we have done by
attending to these impressions. I myself have gone sixty and
seventy miles by advice of supernatural intelligences and havo
never been deceived yet. Your journal must be of great service
to learned men, but I and my friend are illiterate.— Yours truly

North Ferriby, BENJAMIN GLEDSTONE.
January 16th, 1883.

ProurEss IN FraNcE.—Dr. Dumont lately read a paper upon
“ Vital Magnetism,” before the Sociétd de Médecin, of Nancy,
and demonstrated his propositions by the re-active aid of four
sensitives., This i3 a remarkable indication of progress, for had
merely a proposition to do so becn made only a few years ago it
would have raised a storm. Satisfaction at the change was
increased on learning that the Socicty requested Dr. Dumont
to prepare his communication and demonstrations for publica-
tion, with other papers, in its annual report.—Journal du
Magnetisme.
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PIBCES JUSTIFICATIVES
OF THE NEED OF A SOCIETY FOR PSYCHICAL RESEARCH.

The accompanying case of thought-transference merging
into so-called *“clairvoyance,” reached me in 1877 from a
literary gentleman living in the North of England. It must
stand on its own merits, and each reader will attach that
value to the narrative which he thinks it is worth. Like
the one I gave in the last number of “ Liaur,” it is simply
an illustration of the need for further inquiry into these
phenomena, and therefore of the valuc of a Society for
Psychical Research. W. F. BARRETT.

18, Belgrave-square, Monkstown, Dublin.

CASE II
TiuoUGcHT-TRANSFERENCE AND CLAIRVOYANCE.

Tu November, 1874, I paid a visit to a lady named F.,
at her residence in Loudon. 1 had heard that this lady while
in & state of trance was posscssed of certain occult power, and
my visit was made for the purpose of ascertaining what truth (if
any) there was in this statenient. When the appointment was

made my surname and the nmame of the town from which I

came were given to tho lady, as I was a stranger to her.

I purposely dressed myself in a blue pea-jacket, dark trousers
and low crowned hat, aud also had a huge “‘mufiier” round my
neck, giving myself the appearance of a sea-faring man, or it
might have been guessed that I was a gold digger who had
returned from Australia. Tho town from which I came had a
population of sowe 200,000, so that the information vouschafed
to Miss F., viz, my surnamo and the town to which I belonged,
could have given her no clue to my identity.

On calling to keep my appointment I was received by Miss
F., a middle-aged lady, apparently about forty years of age,
mediam height, slight in build, pitted with traces of small-pox,
and possessing a highly nervous organisation.

She sat in a chair and I sat opposite with one of my hands in
hers, After sitting about a minute, she had slight nervous
shakings, and passed apparently into a comatose state. She
then began to talk to me, much as a person speaks while
aslecp, with the pretension that I was spoken to by aspirit called
Annie. For some five minutes I was amused, as what T
was told was very much the same sort of thing that fortunc
tellers” are in the habit of uttering to people who visit them,
viz., a few guesses and much nonsense. At last she said, “ What
is this I sce 7 It is like a bookseller's shop, and it is not a book-
seller’s shop.” " I remained quite silent and she went on for a
minute more with some unintelligible jabber, Then she
mused again, about the bookseller’s shop and not a bookseller’s
shop, and began to describe the place she saw. Her deseription
was sufliciently clear to let me know that she was deseribing my
place of business. She then came back to her original descrip-
tion—*It is like a bookseller’s shop and it is not a bookseller's
shop. What is it? Ah, it’s a mnewspaper office, isn't it?"
Involuntarily a murmur of assent was given by me. She then
said, *You are the manager of the — (a newspaper) oftice.” I
assented. During the course of my sitting with Miss F.
she told me much that was known to no other person than
myself, my intentions in life, the nature of my rclations with
sundry persons, the nawes of some of them being given. She
also described the house in which I lived and its surroundings
and seemed to trace the whole of my life By describing, so that

i
I recognised them, most of the houses I had lived in since I was

a child, She described accurately the appearauce of my wife,
and also her state of health.

After speaking of my houschold with a familiarity an-l
aceuracy which surprissd mo, she said,  Ah, you are thinkiug
of buying n piece of land at the back of your house.”  Said I,
¢Should you advise me?” She answered, * Yes,” Curiously
enough, at that time I had just opened negotiations for the
purpose of purchasing a picee of land situate immediately behind
my house, and the negotiations resulted in my becoming the
owner of it. There was much more i my interview with Miss
¥. which impressed me as relating to matters personal, but
the whole of it, except in one instance, could be accounted for
on the theory that some persons, in an abnormal condition,
pussess the power of reading the mind of another person. The
instance to which I refer was, however, so ‘striking, and was
given with such minute detail, as to render this explanation of
the phenomena unacceptable to me. I shall, therefore, deseribe
it.  When near the eund of the séance, Miss F. (or rather,
the supposed spirit Annie) said, ¢ Will you carry a message from
me to your fricnd A. 77 She had previously spoken much to
me of this friend, desaribed him accurately, mentioned the
circumstance of a death having oceurred in his family, and the
proceedings that were being taken to make certain changes in
the vownership of property, consequent on the death meutioned.
T replied that I would take the message.  She then said, ¢ There
is an old seerctaive which stands in the hall.  If A. scarches, he
will find among some old papers a document which will be of
great service to him in arranging the property. It is not essen-
tial. He could manage without it. But it will help him very
much.”

I did not fulfil my promise, because my friend A, I knew,
would have considered me a fool for bringing him information
respecting his affairs from a ““medium,” and I thought also that
perhaps he mizht think my mentioning matters strictly connected
with his private atlairs somewhat of a Jiberty.  Some seven or
cight weeks afterwards a mutual friend of X, and myself, whom
I shall call B, was dining with me. B. had been much mixed up
in arranging the family afiairs mentioned. After dinner B. (who
is a gentleman of considerable acquirements and a waterialist in
philusophy) and myself were indulging in metaphysical discus-
sion. 1 told him that perhaps he could inform me if such a
message (mentioning the one I had promised to give A.)had any
probable foundation in fact. B. then said this was one of the
most extracrilinary things ho had ever known. A, in winding-up
the affauirs in his hands, had had eonsiderable ditticulty with
cortain properties ; but about a fortnight previously (that is some
six weeks after my interview with Miss F.), in an old cabinet
which I had correctly enough indicated to him, amongst other
papers just such a document as I had described had been found,
and its discovery had been serviceable in the way which I
had stated. No theory of ‘“mind-reading” in my opinion
accounts for this,

So impressed was my friend B. with my narrative that he
himself paid_ a visit to Miss F., but, as he afterwards told me,
without being in any way convinced of the reality of her pre-
tensions. Indeed, he said, had it not been for the statement I

was an impostor,

I may add that during the sitting Miss F. made many
erroneous statements, and many also which, though probable,
I had 1o means of verifying.

This and another striking narrative, which I received
from Mr. Thomas Bell, of Middleshorough, induced me to
visit Miss F., whose name will be recognised by most of
the readers of “Licut,” but the most complete failure
followed the two or three interviews 1 had with her.  This,
however, was merely my misfortune, and in no way invali-
dates the testimony of other witnesses. W.F.B.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUA-
Lis™s.—Tho Annual General Mecting of the members of the
Central Association of Spiritualists, will be held on Tucsday
next, at 6.30. p.m., at 38, Great Russell-street. It is very
desirable that as many members as possible should attend, as the
Report which will be presented by the Council will refer to
matters on which it is important to have a full expression of the
views of the members. The names of the new Council will also
be submitted, but no voting papers will be necessary as the

number of candidates does not, we hear, exceed the number to
| be elected,
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THEOSOPHIC TEACHINGS.

Among the misconceptions about these doctrines which I
should like to stamp out at once and for ever is the persistent im-
pression that they deny immortality to a large proportion, if not
to the immense majority, of the human race. Mr. Noel refers
to the extract from the book of Khiu-te, in the last November
Thevsophist, in justification of that impression, without onc
word of allusion to the long and explicit explanation appended.
It is there shewn that the whole question relates to the dis-
tinction between personality and individuality, and to the
conditions under which the former can be perpetuated in the
higher consciousness of the latter. The explanation—which 1
assume Mr. Noel not to have read—is far too long to be copied
here, but it sufliciently disposes of an imputation which cannot
be repeated in any perfectly well-informed criticism,

Readers of Mr. Noel's articles, who have no original acjuaint-
ance with the doctrines he reviews, must have received an impres-
sion that nothing is interposed in the latter between the human
phenomenal personality and a quite abstract universal Being.
That, however, would be wholly to suppress the above distine-
tion, throughout so strongly iusisted upun, between personality
and individuality. I did not, perhaps, myself keep it sufliciently
in view in my article on ¢ The Spiritual Ego.” But I deny that
I there identified the noumenon with a blank universal. I said
that it was not the individual consciousness, the self that is
known in consciousness. We may conceive the seventh prin-
ciple—Spirit—as a formative Divine idea, and thus as a special
and particular cnergy of the Universal, and as object in universal
consciousncss. But it ia not a subject for consciousncss till it
becomes such as the sixth principle, the spiritual Ego. That is the
individuality constructed byit. And this is where we are rcally
at issuo with Mr. Noel. In his-view, mere personal conscious-
ness is itsclf the guarantce of an immortal individuality.
And that would be so if the synthetic unity of apperception,
which all personality,and even all sentience,imply, were referable
only to the direct energy of Divine Spirit. But the Astral
Spirit also individualises by action on the material subject to it.
As in the Divine, so in this: the individual is the mode of
action, and the resulting modality of consciousness. It is urged
that the Divine is in the Astral as its deeper life and being.
Granted. All Occult philogophy asserts an exact correspondence
and similitude between the macrocosm and the microcosm, the
universal and the individual. And if we find in the individual a
dual consciousness, spiritual and astral, we should infer the same
division in the universal consciousness. But individualisation
in the astral precedes individualisation in the Divine order. If
we conceive the astral personalities as modes, localisations, as it
were, of the astral universal consciousness, we see that they
must bo as transient in their nature as the scnsation which for
a moment or an hour fixes an animal conscivusness at any point
of its body. For, thus regarded, the synthetic unity of the
‘““person” is no more than a particular act of attention by the
universal. Withdraw that, and the conscious personality is no
more. It is absorbed by, one with, the larger consciousness of
which, as personal manifestation, it was a special and particular
direction. For in the astral order, as in the Divine, the true
self has all the time been, not the modal personality, but the
universal. But here, agnin, we must not leap at once to the
highest and most comprehensive universal in this order any
more than in that above it, but find the unitics within unities, or
monads within monads, to which I expressly referredin a former
article, though Mr. Nocl writes as if I had omitted all recog-
nition of them.* The first and subsequent identifications, on
sublation of the individual mode, would thus not be with the
true universal, but with its included and subordinate unities.
It is by rising into this higher and more total consciousness that
some attain to those transcendant faculiies which to the indi-
vidual seem miraculous, but which still belong only to the
astral order, though to a more comprehensive consciousnoss in
that order. That, I understand, is the meaning of Samudhi.
And I quite admit that we should be cautious in attributing
knowledge of Divine things to those who can give us, from such
experience, even the truest and most magnificent expositions of
what happens in the astral region. But I do not conceive that
these teachers of ours, who so expressly recognise the dual con-
sciousness in the microcosm, ean be ignorant of its correspond-
ence in the macrocosm.

Our difference with Mr. Noel, thercfore, seems to be this,

* 1 may also refer to a more c‘q;]icit., though still very brief, s.tnt.cmcnt in my
article entitled * Soul-Substance,”* it the Prychological Review of last
November. .

He makes the astral mode, or phcnomenal personality, a mode
of Divine Spirit. Not only dves the latter come to individual
consciousness in the former—that we both admit—but it is the
very ir:dividual unity or being of the former and without it could
bo no consciousness at all.  But how, I ask, can the Divine idea
be concuived as subject till it has a manifestation of its own in
conscivusness—I do not mean a developed manifestation, but at
least a germinal one! Counceive the astral personality as the
matrix, and you have another beautiful application of natural
laws and analogies in thesc teachings. The generation of the
spiritual Ego—the true individual—is the result of two
principles.  But the matrix is there before its impregnation by
the Divine Spirit. I must repeat that it is a question of
consciousness. “ Precisely,” says Mr. Noel, ‘it is just that, but
consejousucys of what - Why, of the fact, of the truth, that the
spirit, and all which the word eonnotes, all its attributes, Love,
Righteousness, Insight, are the substance and truth of us, at the
root of our being, as of all being.”  And then Mr. Noel rises, or
falls, into a little invective. But what if I have not the
consciousness of all these fine things as at the root of my being ;
nay, not even as principles to which I have any aftinity what-
ever? Wait, says Mr. Noel, it is in process of cvolution.
The one Divine humanity works in all its members, and will
atone all,  Yes, I know,

“Though the mills of God grind slowly, yet they grind exceeding

small ;
“Oﬁgh liw'éyt,h patience He stands waiting, with exactness grinds
e all.

But meanwhile, what conserves the personal consciousness of
man, and yet could not, would not, or did not conserve the
transient individual modes through wlrich, according to the
evolution theory, he has passed, or frum which he has emerged ?
How is this more precious or more permanent than these, save
in the cupacity for direct, that is, conscious manifestation of
spirit, and of the ** Love, Rightcousness, and Insight” thereof ?
Capacity for a spiritual, therefore an immortal consciousness.
But we may remember the words, * Or ever the silver cord be
loosed, or the golden bowl be broken,” &ec., and ** My spirit shall
not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh.” That
‘“out of these stones God can raise up children of Abraham,” is
a grand statement of the possibilities of ovolution. But mean-
while, the stone yields to the friction of wave and rain drop.
Man is more proximate to his atonement, but it is the atonement,
not the capacity for it, that immortalises. Hard as it is to believe
our own Scriptures when they contliet with our preconceptions,
it may nevertheless be true that *“ the spirit returns to God who
gave it,” orin the language of these later teachings, that * the
true spirit severs itself, and passes away elsewhere.”

The *inconsistency” which Mr. Noel imagines “in the
Occultist camp” is not there at all. Surely it is the strangest
perversion of our meaning to infer that the person, as such, is
immortal becausc we say that his true being is not his personality
but the universal of which that is only a transient mode. If I
say of a chail or table that its substance is matter, do I there-
fore say that the chair, or table, as such, is indestructible ? And
docs the identity of every particular living organism, as such,
consist in the manifold riches of nature and spirit? These, it
is true, are immanent, buat they belong to the substance and not
to the mode. But when the mode becomes, as in & human being,
so high an expression of the universal, such a synthesis of its
powers, that all that is latent in that can be individualised, the -
Divine becomes a proximatce degree of life, though till actually
evolved it is not the very individual. We must conceive the
Divine as immanent in the astral and elementary, and so it may
be said to be as much in a plant, or in a beast, as in a man.
But it is not the individuality of the plant qua plant, or of tho
beast qui beast ; nor is it the human personality. To find in
it before conscious realisation, hefore that quickening which has
been called the ““spiritual Ego,” a ground of individual immor-
tality would bo utterly to misconceive and pervert it. Each
degree of life beforo it is consciously evolved belongs not to
that which is already ~explicit or individual, but to
an order of being which is at omnce dceper and higher.
It is necessary, but not enough, to conceive spirit as immo-
nent : we must also regard it as franscendent, or ‘‘ over-
shadowing.” For the evolution or liberation of the interior
degree can only be effected by the presence and action of that
degree as a power of conversion. Now I coucvive the process
of Divine regeneration to be exactly analogous to, nay, to be
the very same as, that by which a higher orzanisation converts a
lower, or the inorganic, to itself. Neither could this happen
by the mere power of the higher principle unless it found itself
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in the lower (but not yet differentiated therein), nor could this
principle, immanent in the lower, ever cmerge to light and
energy unless elicited- —evoked as it were—by sympathetic com-
pulsion from above, It is the angel who opens the prison door
to Peter, the voice which cries ¢ Lazarus, come forth ! ” This is
the *‘ Great Work ” of the old alchemists, who did really, 1
believe, obtain gold and silver from the baser metals, but who
also used their chemical terminology to denote the spiritual and
transcendental process for those who could understand.* In
one of his most powerful essays, Mr. James Martineau has also
insisted strongly on this principle as essential to a true concep-
tion of evolution.

To Mr. Noel, consciousness is the ultimate all-comprehensive
fact ; and he would find an echo of his sentiments in the letter
on *“ A Personal or Impersonal God!” by Mr. Haughton, in the
last number of “Licur.” To him, and I suppose to the latter
gentleman also, the *‘ Abyss ” or ¢ Ungrund,” of Bohme, Being,
and ‘“ the One” of Platot are mere abstractions of our poor
little minds. Yet how resolve what is in that case a contra-
diction, that behind the manifestation of Self, Divine or human,
in consciousness, must be the Self that is manifested ! Even if
we admit that the One Being must be perfectly self-conscious,
that does not rid us of the fact that the Being is, and that its
consciousness is but the reflection, the objective presentation of
its subjective truth. Consciousness is not being, is not even
energy ; it is phenomenon only. And how does the attribution
of consciousness make Order, Goodness, and Will, as principles,
more intelligible to us?  We do not explain them, it is true, by
calling them principles ; but we explain them, if possible, still
less Ly calling them principles of which we are conscious. For
my own part, I should feel more secure, more happy, in be-
lieving that ““God is Love, yea, very Love,” than in believing
merely that He is a Person who loves. If you tell me it is His
nature to love, then, I reply, it is that nature I adore, not a
consciousness of it which is not mine. And I belicve that that
nature will respond to my adoration, and so responding will
make the consciousness mine indeed. It has been well and
profoundly said that we cannot know God, but only our God.
And that is why God to the worshipper will be always personal,
His personality is His relation to us.

Mr. Npel's latest postscript on the “‘shell” proceeds on a
mistaken supposition. It is not at all to be regarded as a
diabolical residuum. On the contrary, it is as faithful a repro-
sentation of the whole man as such a form or body can be. And
guided by the analogy of the physical shell which we un-
doubtediy do cast off, I do not believe Mr. Noel would have made
so much difticulty about it, had he not started with the
erroneous conception that in a state of animation it was desecribed
as a quite distinct individual. I venture to think he has not
sufficiently appreciated the facts and possibilities of the dual
consciousness, by which statements apparently to this effect are
explained. And no doubt it is in this condition of partial, or
semi-consciousness that the best ‘ tests of identity” are given.
But the possible and asserted fact remains that the mere pyschic
or astral corpse may rveccive temporary life from mediumistic
rapport, and be moved to speech and action according to its
wont.

In the foreguing I trust I have succeeded in removing some
misconceptions ; but I must again warn readers againat fixing the
responsibility of my expositions upon a system of which we as
yet possess only the initial “ Fragments.”

Since writing the above, I have received from Mr. Arthur
Lillie, the author of ‘“ Buddha and Early Buddhism,” the
following letter, which I have permission to publish. Mr, Noel
having given a list of authoritics in favour of Dr. Rhys Davids’
view of the Buddhist ‘¢ Skandhas,” or * Khandas,” a subject
which rather perplexed mnyself, I asked Mr. Lillie for a succinet

. statement of the result of his own studies upon it, having placed
Mer, Noel's article in ¢ LicHT ” of December 23rd before him.
C.C. M.
With regard to the identity of the views of Dr. Rhys
Davids on the Buddhist doctrine of Karma and the Skandhas
with those of ¢ Burnouf, St. Hilaire, Childers, Spence Hardy,
&c.,”" I think he differs with them all. His theory of Karma is
that the individual A is annihilated at death, and that the

= I wish T were at liherty to refer by name to a work of marvellons insixght,
learning, and rescarch (by one of the most valued members of the English
Theosophical Society), on the history and meaning of the Hermetic books. 1t
has long been called in and suppressed (except a few copies) on acconnt, as I have
heard, of the old nervous dread of instructed Occultists of revealing too much,
of giving the key to n knowledge which may he abused.

+ To which most assuredly consciousuess cannot be ascribed wtthout destroy.
ing the conception,

individual B takes up the fruit of A'sgood or bad deeds, and
that B hands his on to C, and so on. I do not think any
student of Buddhism can endorse this.

Childers writes thus: * When a man dies the Khandas
of which he is constituted perish; but by the force of his
Kamma a new set of Khandas instantly starts into existence,
and a new being appears in another world, who though
possessing different Khandas and a ditferent form, is in reality
identical with the man who has just passed away.” Childers
states also that * The inhabitants of the four Formless Brahma
Heavens do not possess the first Khanda ripa (form) at all.”#
As in the Ceylon Cosmology three heavens have to be traversed
after the Bodhi, or emancipation, before these Formless Heavens
are reached, this disposes of many popular essays about
Nirvina. Scholars differ as to what the Five Skandhas really
mean. Burnouf calls them the *‘intellectual attributes ;’t
Schroter (Bhotanta Dictionary), the ** five bodies™; Judson
(Birman Dictionary), the ‘‘living animal.” As opposing the
teaching of Dr. Rhys Davids, the following passages may be
consulted : Spence Hardy, Manual, p. 463; Colebrook, Essays,
Vol I, p. 397 ; Hodgson, pp. 44, 45 ; Beal, Romantic History,
p. X. ; Oldenberg, Buddha, p. 48.—Yours sincerely,

ArTHUR LILLIE.

SOOIETY FOR PSYCHIOAL RESEAROH.

The first annual meeting of the members of this Society was
held on the 19th inst., at their rooms, 14, Dean's-yard,
Westminster, Professor W. F. Barrett presiding.

The Secretary read a brief report of the Council for the past
year, giving an encouraging account of the short history
of the Society so far. A second part of the Proceedings
of the Society will shortly be published, which will contain the
substance of the Reports laid before the General Meeting held in
Deeember last. Some exceedingly interesting series of experi-
ments have also been made since that date.

The Socicty numbered 150 at the close of 1882, but there
have been a considerable number of additions since the be-
ginning of the present year.

A financial statement was presented shewing that £216 had
been received in subscriptions and donations, of which about
£200 had been expended in the work of the Society. The
Report and statement will be circulated among the members,

Some noditications of the Constitution and Rules were passed
by the meeting, and elections were made on the Council to fill
the places of members retiring by rotation,

The governing body as at present constituted stands as
follows :—

PRESIDENT.
HEXRY SIDGWICK. Esq., Trinity College, Cambridge.
VICE-PRESIDENTS.
Arthur J. Balfour, Erq., M.P., 4, Carlton Gardens, S.W.
W. F. Barrett, Esq., F.R.S.E, 18, Belgrave Square, Monkstown,
© Dublin.
John R. Hollond, Esq., M.P., 57, Lancaster Gate, London, W,
Richard H. Hutton, Esq., Englefield Green, Staines.
Rev. W. Stainton-Moses, M. A., 21, Birchington Road, London, N.W.
Hon. Roden Noel, 57, Anerley Park, London. 8.E.
Professor Balfour Stewart, F.R.S,, Owens College, Manchester,
W. H, Stone, Esq., M.A,, M.B.. 14, Dean's Yard, Westminster, S. W,
Henaleigh Wedgwood, Esq., 31, Queen Anne Street, London, W,
Covxcir,
W. F. Barrett, 18, Belgrave Square, Monkstown, Dublin.
Walter R. Browne, 38, Belgrave Road, London, S. W,
AlexanderCalder, 1, Hereford Square, Soutk Kensing ton, London,S.W.
Walter H. Coftin, Junior Athenwum Club, London, W.
St. George Lane Fox, Garden Mansions, Queen Anne's Gate,
London, W.
Edmund Gurney, 26, Montpelier Sqaare, London, S.W.
Charles C. Massey, 1, Albert Mansions, Victoria Strcet, London, S.W.
Rev. W. Stainton Moses. 21, Birchington Road, London, N.W,
Frederic W. H. Myers, Leckhampton, Cambridge.
Fras. W. Percival, 28, Savile Row, London, W.
Frank Podmore. 16, Southampton Street, Fitzroy Square, London, W.
C. Lock‘l,mrc Robertson, M.D., Hamam Chambers, 76, J ermyn Street,
s.w.
E. Dawson Rogers. Rose Villa, Church End, Finchley, N,
George J. Romanes, F.R.8., 18, Cornwall Terrace, Regent's Park,

London, N.W.

Balfour Stewart, F.R.S., Owens College, Manchester.,

W. H. Stone, M.A., M.B, 14, Dean’s Yard, Westminster, S.W.

Morell Theobald, 2. Granville Park, Blackheath, S.E.

Hensleigh Wedgwood, 31, Quecn Anne Street. London, W,

G. Wyld, M.D., 12, Great Camberland Place, London, W.
SECRETARY.

EpwARD T. BENNETT, 14, Dean’s Yard, Westminster, S, W,

* Pil Dictionary, sub voce Khanda.
¢ Introduction i I'Histoire du Buddhisme Indien' p,
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THE HIMALAYAN SLOPES.
To the Editor of ** Ligur.”

Sir,—In “ Notes by the Way " of January Gth, I find the
following words :—*¢ There is something curiously, startlingly
grotesque in the notion of these mysterious unknowns sitting
aloft on a Himalayan slope, secure in the possession of absolute
truth, which of itself and necessarily-kills all the various forms
of error that the world busies itself with, while Christian and
Brahmin, Mahomedan, Jew, and the rest of us play our little
farces, and fancy that we have a revelation from God and a
moral code that is not worthless.”

The satire conveyed in the beginning of this paragraph
sufficiently proves the mental attitude of the writer towards
the ‘‘unknowns ” he thus ludicrously depicts—utter denial and
disbelief, not, possibly, of the existence of the body of men
to whom such extraordinary powers and attainments are
attributed, but of their right to have such possessions assigned
to them. But leaving on one side the simple proposition that
there arc certain advanced minds on this earth who have
pierced through the clouds of error arising from ignorant
fanaticism, and ascended into the light of absolute and
‘¢ positive truth,” and are, therefore, able to shew the way
to others following after thom, I would inquire ot the writer
of this paragraph if he thinks that in the ‘‘revelations”
which the Christian, Brahinin, Mahomedan, and Jew, believe
that they ‘‘ have from God,” all truth is exhausted? Will henot
admit (for he has an enlightened mind) that the higher man
spiritually ascends, and the more he learns, the broader truth
becomes, the aspect it wore to him upon a lower plane appear-
ing completely changed? He has, doubtless, proved this scores
of times, even in the short span allotted to him, as all of us,
more or less, have, for this is the age of progress—of
iconoclasm ; when, advancing into the broader light of the
higher spiritual truths, we rccognise that we have been
worshippers of idols, the appearances truth wore to our less ad-
vanced minds; and we put aside our beloved idols, sometimes

sorrowfully and with pain, but, nevertheless, they are put aside, |’

because there no longer remains any reasonable ground for be-
lief. Some of us who have been ‘‘converted” from the false
dogmas into which we were educated—to which we -clung,
as it were, for very life—have expericnced an utter
agony of soul before we could relinquish tho ideas and
convictions which for years had been the sources of the highest
spiritual happiness and comfort ; our reason, in the strong light
of incontrovertiblo truth, demanding relentlessly the relinquish-
ment of those soft pillows of an ignorant childhood for the
more reliable rest afforded by the immutable rock of absolute
truth.

It is an everlasting comfort to know that man, if he lifts him-
self, can rise into the light of absolute and immutable truth :
that error becomes an impossibility for him, and that he may
attain the end of existence, whilat still upon the most material
of all planes of life, for he then transcends matter, the merely
physical animal life and all its illusions ; he annihilates, in the
supremacy of a Divine intelligence, for himself, time, space, and
death, and knows himself immortal and eternal——Brahm.
For this he needs no dogmas of man, but that pure, unflickering,
unblemished light of divinity in humanity, which has shone
athwart the da.r%( cloud of the ages from the lives of the mnoble
sons of God who have attained it, in the midat of whom the
Divine Jesus stands out supreme, and of whom, without doubt,
are these Sages of the East depicted as ‘¢ sitting aloft on a
Himalayan slope.” All these shining lights of the past were
““initiated adepts,” and when we use those words we may bow
our heads in deepest reverence.

The ¢ revelations ”” which ¢ Christian, Brahmin,Mahomedan,
Jew, fancy they have from God,” contain in their very heart and
core truth that is immutable, but overlaid by so much of error
that its eternal light is for the timo quenched. It is only know-
ledge which can enable each man for himself to remove the
clinging dross of error from his hidden diamond, and liberate the
quenched rays lying latent in its heart. But this knowledge is
not to be gained by mclining indolently and at ease, in a mental
condition of dolce far niente, beneath the comfortable shadow of
& crumbling wall of old church doctrines. The traveller must
move on, and as he advances, behind him must inevitably sink
into insignificanco the ob{'ect,s which rivetted his mental gaze
in the earlier hours of his journey, whilst objects now at
hand assume their true proportions, and in the distance he
perceives the goal he set forth on his journey to reach, and
that it 18 entirely different from what, in his ignorance, he
had supposed it to bo. His former persuasions, from ignorance
of the truth, are not to him, however, like the playing of a
‘“little farce, ” but those most earnest steps of a toiling child-
hood of mental development in which his soul made equally
as strenuous efforts to reach the truth as he now makes in the
enlightened manhood of his spiritual growth. Is not this a
more correct view of the real state of affairs than that depicted
by the writer of the pax-agra&}: 1 have quoted above?

True religion can never be destroyed, but the falsities which
overlay it must perish. It would take a man a lifetime, perhaps,
to strip off one%y one the grotesque garments which have been
manufactured by men to drape around and hide the beautiful
proportions of the pure truth; but no man becomes truly

divine who does not engage in this work, at whatever cost to
himself. He cannot penetrate the depths of his own interior
being, and find and Enow the God within, whilst he rotains, as
holy, one of the old rags of doctrines which are called * religions
beliefs,” but which are, more properly speaking, ‘‘false per-
suasions,” We have only to draw a comparision between our-
selves and others to feel the force of these words. Looking into
the doctrines of Churches, we find, for example, the dogma of -
the Atonement taught in its gross, literal, and material form,
excessively repellant to our more enlightened and spiritual
conceptions, for we have divested it of the old rags of an
external rendering, and perceive its esoteric meanings. Had we
lived a hundred years ago, it is probable we should not have
been able to receive this esoteric meaning, but would have died,
as hundreds of guod people then did, still chained by the old
falso teaching of eternal damnation for all who did not embrace
this ‘‘ religious belief.”

Life is progressive ; the human race advances—it is its
destiny ; and knowledge must inevitably correct the errors of
ignorance. Thus what we to-day beliere to be true, to-morrow
we may know is false. A hundred years hence the human race
will stand upon higher eminences of knowledge, and many of
the Christian, Brahininical, Mahomedan, and Jewish errors of
to-day will have disappeared into the obscruity of the past.

All faise dogmas are doomed to be deserted and left behind
by each ran as he beconies freed by the truth, for there is the
one and the positive truth which is the heritage of man, which
he may possess if he will. That truth will most certainly
destroy all former errors of belief or persuasion. It was
possessed by Jesus, who in the hidden mieaning of His words
indubitably pointed the way to the ‘‘ Himalayan slopes,” for

He was of our *‘brethren the grophets "—i.c., an Initiated
Adept of the Essenian schools, and truly a Son of God.
January 13th, 1883. VERA.

THE DOMESTIC GHOST.
To the Editor of ¢ LigHT.”

Sir,—In Mr. Spicer’s account of the ghost seen by Mrs. C.
Dering, in your last number of “‘Licur,” a wrong date (1865) is
given, which takes from its interest. You will observe in the
account given in Hutchins, that the ghost foretold great
calamities affecting this country.

I heard the storf from Mrs. C. Dering not later than 18563 ;
T believe in the early part of that year, about a week after she
had seen the apparition.«

Some years after, in speaking of it to me, she said, “ 1
wonder why the old man came to me,” and I reminded her of
the war that followed his appearance, and of the death of her
brother, Colonel Yea, in the attack on the Redan.

I have extracted the story given in Hutchins, which
differs in some details from Mr. Spicer's version.—Yours
faithful}ly, Luvcia C. Stone.
Walditch, Bridport, Dorset,

January 22nd.

¢ After the particular account of Mr. Sadler, as in works of
this kind even marvellous relations are not unprecedented, which
are inserted with a view, perhaps, of relieving the reader, the
following prophecy, though it rests entirely on the credit of
Cuthbert Bound, may be not improperly introduced.

‘‘This gentleman beirg (the year after the Restoration) under
sone distemper of mind, kept his chamber, and had his servant,
one Thomas Grey, of thesame place (Warmwell) to attend him
there ; and I, Cuthbert Bound, minister of the parish, coming
to visit him, found him sitting up in his bed, his wife and eer-
vant being with him. He caused his wife presently to depart,
and the door to be shut, and made his man to come to one side
of the bed, and inyself on the other ; and looking steadfastly to-
wards the end of the room, asked whether we saw nobody,or hieard
any voice; we answered him that we ncither saw nor heard
anything, but persuaded him to lie down and take his rest ; he
bid us %e quiet, for there was & man who had great things to
tell him, and spoke 8o loud that he did wonder that we did not
hear him, and presently ordered his man to fetch his pen, ink,
and paper ; and looking towards the place where the man stood,
he began to write, and so wrote on, as if the man did still dictate
to him, and every now and then would be asking whether it were
so or not ; and after he had ended the matter he read the paper
distinctly twice over, and at the end asked whether he had
written true, and then caused us to set our hands to the paper,
saying he would not be gone till he saw that done; and when he
had done it, he said, ‘Now he is gone,” meaning the man he
had told us of. What he related to us was as followeth :—

‘“That there would die in the city of London so many thou-
sand, mentioning the number, which I have forgotten, and the
time ; that the city would be burnt down great part of it ; and
that he saw St. Paul's tumbled down as if beaten down with
great guns.

¢ That we should have three sea-fights with the Duich, and
that there would appear three blazing stars, and that the last
would be terrible to behold.

‘“ That afterwards there would come three small ships to
land to the west of Weymouth that would put all England into
an uproar, but it would come to nothing ; that in the year 1688
there would come to pass such a thing in this kingdom that all
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the world would take notice of ; that after ‘this there would
come good times; and that T should live to see all these
things come to pnss, but that he and his man should
dic; and farther, that some wonderful thing would come
to pass afterwards, which he was not to muke known; that he
should be able to o abroad the next day, and there would come
three men to seen him, one from TIreland, one from Jersey, and
his brother Bingham, who did certainly come as he had told us;
and I saw him walking early in the morning the next day in his
ground. _

“Upon the report of this, his man, Thomas Grey, and my-
self were sent for before the deputy-licutenant of the county,
aud made affidavit of the truth of this before Colonel Strange-
ways, Colonel Coker, and many others yet alive, within three
or four days after he told it me.” )

*This narrative was communicated by the Rev, Mr. Bing-
hawm, of Pimpern, from a friend, who has a copy of it, which has
been long preserved in his family, signed by the above-named
Cuthbert Bound.”—History of Dorset. By Joln Hutchius, 1813,
Yol. iv. p. 353. .

NEURIC FORCE.

In an appendix to his Essay on Radiating Neuric Force, pub-
lished in the Jowrral dw Mugnetisme, Dr. Bardty says that Dr,
Planat, of Paris, who interests himself in investigating this
force, has demonstrated its action upon an inanimate object
without the reactive intervention of a human sensitive. Dr.
Planat suspends hovizontally, from the centre of an inverted
bell-glass, by a film of unspnn silk, a piece of thin brass wire
with its ends beaten out to tinsel thinness, The neuric force, pass-
ing from the pointed fingers through the bell-glass, directed to
either end of tho wire, and moved laterally, puts it into motion.
The bell-glass stands upon a graduated disc to enablo the
difference of the force in different individuals to be marked.
Dr. Planat ingeniously contrived to filled the bell-glass with
water and obtained the same result.

Dr. Leger, a French physician, constructed here in Londin,
many years ago, a somewhat siuilar apparatus, which he called
a magnotoscope. Mr. Ratter, of Brighton, also constructed
one. Mr. Thomas Slater, formerly of Euston-road, now of
Bayswater, made many apparatus similar to those of Leger,
and having abundance of nerve-force easily demonstrated their
use. :

The late Mv. Wallington, a potent mesmeriser, assured me
that a new knife, worn in his pocket for a short time, acquired
the property of attracting ncedles. o

The radiating neuric force varies much in individuals, Tt
must be from having it abundantly that seme arve good
maynetisers or niesmerisers. 'M. Adolphe Didier is well-known
as a strong curative mcsmeriser, and I have seen the 1‘we‘dle of
a compass strongly detlected by the force frum his fingers
pointing at it. A fact like this should interest all students of
psychical phenomena. J. Dixox.

Great Ormond-strect.

PREMONITIONS OF DEATH.
To the Editor of ** Ligur.”

Sie,—1 camuot tell you how intcvested I feel in reading
¢ Liour,” which a gentleman kindly lends to me. An article,
¢ premonitions of Death,” brings to my mind the decath of my
own dear sister, Elizabeth Wilkins, who lived in servico at a
Mr. Pedley’s, at Highworth, Wilts. We had a brother James
then dying of decline at Stratton St. Margaret’s, four miles from
Hichworth. A week before he died Elizabeth came over to see
him and take her farewell of him. When she was leaving mec
she grasped my hand very tight and said, * Try and meet James
in Heaven, my dear girl 5 he is dvawing very near eternity, but
T have a strong presentiment I shali go first.” T said, ** How
foolish you talk I”  She said, * You may think so, but I feel it.”
She said, * Goold-bye, meet us in Heaven.” That was on the
20th March, 1835 ; and on April 4th iy brother died, at
nine o'clock in the morning. I wrote a note to Eliza-
beth, telling her of it. Seeiug_ a woman who cane from
Highwortl, 1 asked her to ta,k.e it to my sister. She looked
with great pity at me, as Iwas ina very weak state, just got on
crutches after losing my leg.  She kindly put her arm around
me to keep me from falling, and t_hcn s:ud,.“ My dear child, I
am come to tell you your sister died last night at five o'clock.
She took a cold ; they advised her to go to bed, and they would
send her up a cup of tea; and whqn the woman went to her she
was dead.” 8o you sece, dear sir, she d;ed on the 3rd April
and iy brother on the 4th; but before either of them died, T
dreamed I sent the note by a mason to say my brother was dead,
and in the morning I thought he brought it back to me and said,
¢t She ig gone.”  They were both buried in one grave.

A person living at Stratton St. Margarct’s died of typhus
fever. Her name was Jane Darter. _Sllc had a daughter ab
service six miles away. The day she died she began calling her
girl in the morning and continued, * Elizabeth ! Betsy ! all
day. She was 8o weary, and at night she said, ““If you won’t
come, 1 cannot call any longer ;" and fel.l.buck (lcglcl. In the
morning the poor girl came home to see if anything was the
matter with her mother, for al the day before, go where she

would, her mother kept calling, ¢ Elizabeth ! Betsy !” and at
night she said, ** If you won't come, I cannot call any longer.”
I was with the mother all that day, and I heard the girl tell her
sad tale when she came.  Being the fever, they did not send to
tell the girl her mother was ill, which was a great grief to her.
Please excuse me for troubling you with this, but I thought 1
should like to tcll you.—EFrom your humble servant,
ANNE Bannes.

Middle Cowley, near Oxford.

[The gentleman who lends *“ Licat ™ to Mrs. Barnes assures
us that though she is a poor and uneducated person, hie can
speak in the highest terms of her intelligence, respectability,
and veracity. —Ewv, ¢ Ligar.”

“"A STRANGE PHENOMENON."
To the Editor of * Licur.”

Sir,—The following letter appeared in the RKasteri Daily
Press (Norwich) on January 13th.
STRANGE PHENOMENON.
To the Editor.

Siiz, —Can some of your readers expluain the following ! Last
evening I had been to see a sick friend, and left at ten o'clock.
At about 10.30 I was passing a churchyard about two miles
from the city, and noticed a light in the churchyard. Asthe
gnte was fastened, I scaled the wall and walked towards the
light, when it moved on, waving slightly, as a flame would,
The light was of a phosphorescent colour, and was about 5ft.
in height and an irrcgular width of about 18in, It moved
slowly across the graves with a sliding motion, in an easterly
direction, towards the wind, which shewed it was not an igos
fatwus. 1t disappeared near a yew fence. I am not afraid of
ghosts, though I Dbelieve in them. 1 enclose my name and
address, which T shall be happy to give, together with full
particulars, to any curious reader.—1 am, sir, yours truly,

BELIEVER.
January 11th, 1883,

Having read with interest tho articles in ¢ Licur ” relating
to supposed appeavances of tho iynis fatuus, 1 was glad to avail
myself of the opportunity of obtaining particulars of a similar
phicnomenon from an eye witness, and at once sought an intro-
duction with the following results :—

On Wednesday, January 10th, 1883, Mr. H. Herbert Wells,
of Rose Lodge, Old Catton, a village about two miles from
Norwich, was returning from a visit to a sick person, who
resided quite on the other side of the city, and whose house ho
left at ten p.m.  The night was dark, and a strong wind was
blowing from the ecast. While passing Old Catton Church, at
10.30, he observed in the churchyard, by the tower, a luminous
appearance, perfectly motionless, unaffected by the wind, and
lovking likea human figure wrapped in a blanket. Finding the
gate fastened, Mr. Wells scaled the low wall which skirts the
churchyard next the road, and approached. the ubject. When
about two yards distant it slowly moved away over the graves
towards the north-east corner of the churchyard, where it
disappeared by a yew fence, which forms the boundary on that
side. The light was about the colour emitted by luminous paint,
and was so transparent that the gravestones could be secen
through it. ’

It is rather singular that on January 10th, 1882 (exactly
twelve months before), Mr. Wells lost a very dear friend who
had been like a mother to him.  On the night of the same even-
ing that she died, Mr. Wells was awoke (one ought to have said
the morning of the 11th as it was between one and two o’clock)
by a light shining in his room and saw sitting in a chair, at the
foot of the bed, his friend as she appeared in life. He spoke,
but received no answer and the light died away, leaving the
room in darkness. He assured meo, upon my suggesting it, that
it was a distinctly ditferent experience from a drean.

This incident had escaped his memory, until upon relating
the churchyard episode to one of the members of his family he
was reminded of it. The friend was buried in the cemetery
three or four miles from Catton,

Two or three other stories of intercst, personal experiences

which he related to me, I will not trouble you with now.
I have Mr. Wells's perission to use his name in full.
Yours obediently,

Distillery-street, Norwich,

CONCERT AND BALL.
To the Editor of * LisuT.”

Sir,—Will you kindly allow me to draw the attention of your
readers, for the last time, to the announcement of the concert
and Dball to be held on the 31st inst. ¥ The prograuume is not
complete but promiscs to be a good one, as I have receivod
very cordial support from several artistes who have so readily
promised their very valuable services.

There is every reason to belicve that it will he a réunion of
a very genial and hearty character, many very old friends having
cxpressed their intention of being with us.
Trusting that it will also be a pecuniary success for the suke
of your excellent paper,—I remain, yours faithfully,
Franx Everirr,

Geo. A, Kina,
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SPIRITUALISM IN LONDON & THE PROVINCES.

ST. ANDREW'S HALL.
14, NEWMAN-STREET, OXFORD-SsTREET, LoNDON.

The third religious service of the series recently inaugurated
by the Metropolitan Spiritual Lycewm at this hall, was held on
Sunday last, and was the occasion of the first appcarance therve
of Mr. J. J. Morse as lecturer, the special subject being : ¢ The
Spiritual Platform: its Place and Work To-day.” There was
an encouragingly large and appreciative audience, and the
question raised was treated in the comprehensive and masterful
manner characteristic of Mr. Morse's control.  Sufficient justii-
cation for the introduction of the subject was found i the
necessity of reviewing occasionally our resources and methods,
as Spiritualists, if we would wrestle successfully with the errors,
and crimes, and troubles of the world, and courageously grapple
with the advancing forces of materialism. Spiritualism 18 not a
toy nor a plaything, but means hard work, and plenty of it,
when regarded as the source of our assurance of immortality, of
the universal relationship of souls, or intercommunion of spirits;
and of the common inheritauce, in greater or less degree of us
all, of present inspiration ; because those who accept such truths
must be aggressive, and make of them a living, vitalising thing,
and themselves reflect that the good reached to-day is but a
stepping-stone for a further advance to-morrow., Whenever
spirits operate—and they are very active—they nced human
agency. We have power indeed to raise ourselves, but if we
trust them, a basis of co-operation is formed of immense value.
Our platform should be distinctly spiritual, and enunciate fear-
lessly the highest conceptions of our faith.  We shall thus earn
a place as workers for good, and for the promotion of truth,
honesty, and virtue—a combination of qualities coustituting
a force which is a remedy. The legal, the political, the
religious, and tho medical sections of society may assail

us; we must not succumb, nor fail to cultivate the
advantaze of organisation. Spiritualism has much to say

upon every branch of life here, and when its psychical
teachings are better understood our madhouses will
be closed, and the services to Humanity of our healing mediums
will be generally recognised and extended. There 1s a gospel
of individual responsibility ; we must cach bear the cunse-
quences of individual life,  With the enltivation of the intellect
comes intellectual frecdom ; the sweeter and better being is
developed, and a moral position is eventually established which
sccures true happiness because based on righteous work. The
spiritual platform has, truly enough, much to do in educating
Spiritualists themselves, who have usually to unlearn and put
aside many obstinate prepossessions before they can even ap-
proach sympathetically its searching teachings. But propaganda
work is urgent too; while the individual must be cultivated,
the outside world, in the mass, must be vigorously and intelli-
gently approached. We are thus, or should bLe, both defensive
and aggressive in action; Lut while earnestly clinging to
proved truth, we are too comprehensive to be sectarian.  When
we thus boldly face our whole duty, encourage the hearts that
burn and the souls that aspire, hielp the distressed, and raise the
fallen, and remember that even apparent temporary failure in
any direction of our efforts should but nerve us to fresh
exertions, the recognition and the powerful co-operation of the
spiritual hosts will be always available for our support.—The
address was so full of practical suggestion and distinguished by
such terse and effective language that any selection of its points
must fail to convey a fair appreciation of its merits,

On Sanday next, the 28th inst., the burning question of
Immortality will be specifically raised, and its miraculous or
sequential character investigated.

BELPER.

On Sunday last Mrs. Britten delivered an address in the
morning in Mr. W, P. Adshead’s Lecture Room, on ¢“ The Soul
of Things.” The discourse was one of the best that Mrs.
Britten has delivered in Belper, which is saying a very great
deal. The audience was a thoroughly appreciative one, and
doubtless seed was sown which will bear fruit in after time.
In the evening Mus. Britten occupied the platform in the small
public hall, which was densely packed, scores being unable to
obtain admission. It had been announced that the subject would
be chosen by the audicnce. About forty subjects were sent up
to the chairman from which he sclected six, Mrs. Britten
afterwards speaking about ten minutes on each subject. Taken
altogether this may be regarded as the mest satisfactory meeting
ever held in Belper. At the close an invitation was brought
from the Rev. W, Dawkins and Mr. E. Smedley that B,
Britten would address the Blue Ribbon Army then assembled
in the large public hall. To this Mrs. Britten at once assented
and spoke for about three guarters of an hour. On Monday
evening Mrs. Britten again occupied the platform in the large

ublic hall; subject, ** Is Spiritualism of Divine Origin?"" The
ecturer took the affirmative, speaking for about three quarters
of an hour, and then invited discussion or expressed her readi-
ness to answer questions bearing upon the subject. A number
of questions were sent up, some of which were quite irrelevant,
but the whole of which were most felicitously dealt with to the
evident satisfaction of a large audience. In consequence of

the indisposition of Mr. W, P. Adshead, Mr. A, Smedley very
kindly and ably presided over the three mectings,

EXETER.

The Sunday mectings at the Oddfellows’ Hall are usually well
attended, and each week new hearers and inquirers are forth-
coming. After singing and prayer an address is delivered upon
the subject of ¢ Spiritualism in its various aspects,” without the
formality of taking a text or selectinga topic. At each meecting
literature is given away, and all sincere inquirers are invited to
remain to the more private meeting—a civele following the public
service. Last Suunday about fifty thus vemained, arranging
themselves for communion with the spiritual powers. Several
mediums are being developed, and each Sunday one or another
i controlled to address the congregation. Last Sunday Mr. P,
was the medium. In addition to this, circles are held during the
week with varied results. We have a nice little library of
standard works on Spiritualism, which are being used by
inquirers. At Newton St. Cyres, five miles from the city, the
cause i3 also making considerable headway. OMEGA., ~

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. .

NEweasTLE.—On Sunday evening, January 14th, the new
executive took their position on the platform of -the N.S.E.S.
Mr, H.A, Kersey occupied the chair and, after ashort address
from Mr. Barker, the test medium, took the opportunity of
making a statement to the goodly audience present.  His sole
reason, he said, for taking oftice was to carry out the desire of the
members as expressed by the very numerously signed requisition

resented to hi, and as far as he was concerned he had resolved
to give full and free scope to the thorough ventilation of opinion
which was the undeniable right of cvery member without let
or hindrance. He hoped, further, that they would do their
utmost to clear cff the debt, and as far as they were concerned,
to keep the society clear in future. Mr. Kersey also stated
that under the peculiar circumstances of his election, baving been
put there by the express desire of the members, he was prepared
at any time, if they thought fit,to resign back to them the position
should they consider that they had others, more suitable to their
tastes, to fill the oflice. Herveupon the whole company gave a
decided expression of their satisfaction, with reliance upon Mr.
Kersey's efliciency for the position.—On Sunday evening last,
Mr. W. Westgarth, of Sherif Hill, lectured in a very acceptable
manner upon the subject, “ If man die, shall he live again ?”
At the conclusion of the address Mr. Kersey announced to the
members that, during this Iast weck they had been able to re-
duce the debt of £34 to £10, having received dovations to the
extent of £24.  Tlie announcement was received with enthusias-
tic applause. —[I desire to correct a *‘ printer’s error” of last
week, which stated that Mr. Burton was elected as one of
the new committee. It should have been Mr. Ashton, Mr.
Burton is not a member of the N.8. E. 8. ; his carly and persistent
protesis against the conduct of the defunct exceutive led, as it
wiil be remembered, to his expulsion. ]

GATE=nED. -—Last Sunday evening, a gentleman at present
visiting Newecastle, lectured from the platform of the G.8.E.S.
in a most telling manner upon ** Immortality.” The address was
here and there richly illuminated by beautiful and effective
descriptions of the most instructive nature, and eflectually
reached the hearts and heads of his audience.  Mr. H. Burton
oceupied the chair.

Distrier MerriNe.—On Sunday evening last, Mr. W. H.
Robinson gave an able address before a good audience at
Houghton-le-Spring, on ¢¢ The Facts and Principles of Spirit-
walism.”  On the same evening Mr. J. G. Grey, of Gateshend,
lectured to a large audience made up of Spiritualists and Salva-
tion Army people at Hetton-le-Hole. NoORTHUMBRIA,

MerropouiTaN SeiriTeal Lvervs.—Reference was made at
St. Andrew's Haull, on Sunday last, to the cainest charitable
work of Mis. Heckford in the East of London, more particu-
larly among the sick poor, and in connection with the Hospital
for Children at Shadwell; and it was resolved to devote the
whole of the poor-box collection, for some time to come, to
help that work., In support of the same purpose a number of
ladies, under the superintendence of Mrs., Williams, of 87,
Highbury New Park, N., will immediately get to work at the
president’s residence, 21, Canonbury Park South, N., to make
up and distribute useful clothing.  Volunteers are coming
forward most enrouragingly, and the charitable may be assured
that any awounts forwarded to Mrs. Williams will be most
ceonomicadly applied.

Desrn or Dr. 8. B. Buarrax.—Readers of the Awerican
spiritual journals, and those who may be familiar with the
literature of the cause published across the Atlantic, will note
with feclings of recret the death of the above well-known and
able writer.  Dr. Rrittan diced suddenly at his residence in New
York, on the 4th inst.  Dr. Brittan was the first public
advocate and defender of Spiritualismm in tho States, having
made his first contribution to the Press in 1846. He was alsoa
poct of no mean ahility, and a capable controversialist; and
it will be some time ere the place he has left vacant finds a
fitting occupant. The Banner of Light, from which the foregoing
particulars are extracted, promises its readers a full biographical
sketeh in due course.
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THRE CONDUOT OF PUBLIC PHYSICAL SEANCES.
Circular issued by the Central L;;;ﬁtion of 8piritualists, 38, Great
Rusgell-street, W.C.

Few Spiritualists can have failed to note, with regret, the
deterioration which las of late years taken place in the con-
ditions under which physical phenomena have been sought in
public séances.

These conditions—so favourable to fraud on the part of
dishonest mediums, and 80 calculated to excite suspicion in the
minds of observera—have led to the most disastrous results. We
are not speaking without full warrant when we say that there
is hardly a public medium for physical manifestations in this
country against whom, at one time or other, charges of imposture
have not been brought. We fear that in some cases no reason-
able doubt can be entertained that fraud of the grossest kind was
really porpetrated; while in other cases there is reason to
believe that—whatever may have been the appearance to inex-
perienced spectators—there was no conscious deception on the
part of the medium,

But in either case the name of Spiritualism has been brought
into discredit, and we are forcibly driven to the conclusion that
other methods of procedure must be amended. We must demon-
strate our abhorrence of impusture by disavowing and discouraging
all conditions which do not plainly shut out cven the suspicion
of its possibility.

Obviously these remarks can have little reference to family
circles, which are naturally held sacred by those who regard
them as atfording opportanities for veritable ¢ conmmunion with
the dead.” But it is open to grave question whether—even in
the case of family civcles—inquirers should ever be permitted to
make their first acquaintance with Spiritual phenomena by
introduction to séances held for physical manifestations in the
dark, or where a cabinet is used for the seclusion of the mediwn,

Wo are chiefly concerned, however, with what are known as
public or promiscuous sdances for physical manifestations.
These have been of late years generally marked by the following
characteristics :—(1) The séance has Leen conducted in imperfeci
light, or in total darkness. (2) The medium has heen isoluved
from the circle, by being placed either in a cabinet or behind a
curtain. (3) The sitters have been, cither wholly or in part,
unacquainted with the subject and with each other. (4) Therg
has not infrequently been a manifest want of harmony, con-
sequent upon (\itl‘ercnces of opinivn as to the nature and value
of the tests employed.

These conditions, usually found in combination, effectually
preclude careful and dispassionate investigation ; open wide an
avenue to fraud ; suggest suspicion of its presence even where it
does not exist ; and in many cases, we fear, expose the medium
to very injurious influences.

Such conditions should be allowed to prevail no longer.
¢ Mixed” circles should be as little mixed as possible—nicre
wonder-seekers, and men whose moral atmospliere is known to
be impure, being carefully excluded. Above all, darkness should
give way to light. In the early days of Spiritualism public dark
circles were the exception, and there is no need for them now,
There is abundant evidence that, with mediums of the present
day, satisfactory phenomena, including even ¢ form™ mamfesta-
tions, can be obtained without isolation—the mediam, where a
cabinet is nsed, being placed ncar, but eutside of it, and in full
view of the sittcrs. But cven if this were not so, it is ncither
wise nor honourable to expose mediums to the risks which have
been shewn to attend sdances held under the conditions that
have of late been prevalent; and it were far better that we
should have no public manifestations of physical phenomena
than that they should be sought under circumstances which, to
say the least, incvitably conduce to suspicion.

In view of all these considerations, believing that fraud is
not of the essence of this confessedly obscure subject, but rather
an accident dependent on faulty conditions of rescarch; feeling
that Spiritualists have the remedy for the evilin their own hands,
and that without its conscientious application they cannot hope
to maintain a fair reputation before the world ; we carnestly
recommend—7That in all public circles held for physical pheno-
mena, the medium be 30 placed, and in such light, as to be
continuously under observativn by each member of the circle,

Edwin Adams, Cardiff

W. P. Adshead, Derby

Alexander Aksakof, St. Petersburg

G. P. Allan, London

W. R. Armstrong, Newcastle-on-Tyne

R. Baikie, M.D., late H.E.I.C.S., Edinburgh
*T. P. Barkas, F.G.S., Newcastle-on-Tyne

Frederick A. Binney, Manchester
*Anna Blackwell, Paris

John L. Bland, President of Hull Pyychological Society

Hannah Blundell, Manchester

John James Bodmer, London

Hugh Booth, Sowerby Bridge

Eliza Boucher, Minehead

Colonel Joshua Brayn. Jersey

Emma Hardinge-Britten, Manchester

William Brown, Burnley

Henry Burton, Newcastle-on-Tyne

Alexander Caider. London
+1tobert Redgrave Cann, Harleston, Norfolk
Robert Scammell Clarke, Hon.Sec. Plymouth Free Spiritual Society
John Colley. Hon. Sec. Birmingham Christian Spiritualist Society
John Cowie, Dumbarton
John Crake, Houghton-le-Spring
William Day. Ipswich
James Dawbarn. London
Thomas Dawson, Hon. Sec, Gateshead Spiritualist Society
Pavid Duguid, Glaxgow
T. H. Edmands, Sunbury-on-Thames
§W. Eglinton, London
J. Crossley Eno. Dulwich
Thomas kveritt, London
John 8, Farmer, London
Lewis Firth, Hon. Scc. Rochdale Spiritualist Society
Richard Fitton, Manchester
Charlotte FitzGierald, London
D. G. FitzGerald. M.S.Tel.E., London
Elizabeth FitzGerald, London
+»Hannah Ford. Leeds
George Forster, Hon. See, Beghill Spiritnalist Association
H. E. Frances, Ton. See. Brixton Psychological Society
William Gill, Brighton
Henry Goodehild, Hon. See, Middleshorongh Assoe, Spiritnalista
Thomas Grant. Maidstone
G. F. Green, London
Joreph N. Greenwell, Hon, Sec. Dalston Association
S C. lall, F.S AL London
*Mrs. I, V. Hallock, Chiswick, London
William Hanly, Hon. Sec. Shetlicld Paychological Association
Samuel Hayes, Hon. Sec. Macclestield Society of Spiritualista
Georgiana Houghton, London
Hugh Hutchinson, President Islington Iome Circle
John Enmore Jones, London
H. A. Kersey. Newceastle-on-Tyne
W. F. Kirhy. London
Edward Larrad. President Leicester Spiritualist Society
Jolhin Lamont, Liverpool
P. G. Leyimarie, President Soc. Sci. d'Etudes Psyehologiques, Paris
J.E. Lizhthown, Hon, See. Manchester and Salford Soe. Spiritualists
. W, Lishman, Hon. Cor. Sce, Central London Spir. Evidence Soz.
= M.A. (Oxen,).” London
Tver MacDonnell. London
John McG. Munro, Hon, See. Glasgow Associatin of Spiritualists
Thomas McKinney, Peterborough
*C. (. Massey, London
William Miall. London
William Morrix, London
J. J. Morse, Londen
Hay Nisbet, Glasgow
Raoden Noel, London
W. G, Pickersgill, London
Thomas Pinkey. Darham
Richard Pearce, London
Cornelins Pearson, London
*Ldward IR, Pease, London
*Frank Podmore, London
*Thomas Pole, Clifton
Charles Poole, Hon. 8ce. Yorkshire District Com. of Spiritualists
John Pringle, Hon. Sce. Hetton Spiritual Society
S. R. Redman, London
George Ridley. Hon. See. North Durham Spiritualist Socicty
A. J. Riko, The Hague
W. C. Robson, Neweastle-on-Tyne
James Robertson. Glasgow
E. Dawson Rogers, London
George Rogers, President Macclesfield Society of Spiritualists
John Rouse, Croyvdon
Adam Rushton, Minister, Macclesfield Society of Spiritnalizts
2Thos Shorter. London
J. Bowring Sloman. Plympton
8. T. Speer, M.D. (Edin.), London
M. A. Stack, London
Lucia C. Stone, Bridport
Edith L. Stone. Dridport
Morell Theobald. London
Blien Miall Theobald, London
A. Teague. Hon. Sec. South African Spiritual Evidence Society
E. A. Tietkens, London
I. Thompson. Manchester
*I. Louisa Thompson Nosworthy, Liverpool
Charles Tomlinson, London
George Tommy, Bristol
Jno. P. Turner. Leamington
Mary Wainwright, London
tAlfred Russel Wallace, F.R.G.S,, Godalining
E. W. Wallis. Nottingham
*Rev. W. Whitear. London
W. Winlow, Hon. Sec. Ashington Spiritual Society, Northumoerland
Oawald Wirth, Paris
George Wyld, M.D., London
J. F. Young, Llanelly .
[Persons wishing to have their names added to the above list
are invited to intimate their desire to the Resident
.\%\gcaetaxry, Mr, Thomas Blyton, 38, Great Russcll-street,
I3 of opinion that public miscellancous séanees for physical manifestations
should he altogethier discontined.
t Would prefer that the word * conscious ” should he omitted from the last
seme{‘:?)(ncrﬂﬂi‘ltl‘ii';lc;.lll:;\ltp:::.ll:ﬁ]?ul'll:i‘sce]lnn 3 8¢ 4
shi;z) for 1)h_\!;ical m:mik!st:nti:ms should l?:‘;ﬂt:;f'lt‘}(;te': (:‘imullx,x?g’gﬁ?hmm mediur.

§ 15 opposed to all prblic séances, whether in the light or the dark, unl
onditions are favourable to a complete investigation, s » unlese the

Digitized by GOOS[@




