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NOTES BY THE WAY.

. We have been turning lingeringly the pages of a
big volume filled with choice extracts in prose and verse
—apothegms of wise thinkers, visions of poets, musings
of dreamers of dreams. The volume is called ‘‘My
Commonplace Book’’; its compiler, Mr. J. T. Hackett,
of Adelaide, confined the first issue of the work to
Australia, but it has now been published in this country
by Fisher Unwin at 12/6 net (profits to go to the Red
Cross Fund). Mr. Hackett’s book has a special claim
on our interest by reason of the fact, stated in the pre-
face, that about one-third of the quotations it contains
came direct from Richard Hodgson, of psychical research
fame, with whom, after he left Australia, Mr. Hackett
maintained a veluminous correspondence and whom he
regards as one of the most gifted men Australia has pro-
duced. We have been so accustomed to think of
Hodgson only in connection with his investigation of
Mrs. Piper’s mediumship that perhaps we have failed
to recognise in him anything more than the clear-headed
observer and careful tabulator of psychical facts. Here
we find him revealed not only as original thinker, but as
poet—as witness the following beautiful little impromptu
written at the time of the occurrence of the incident
described in the opening lines: —

A child was playing on a summer strand

That fringed the wavelets of a sunny sea:

The mother looked in love. ‘‘Now build,” said she,

‘‘Your splendid golden castles where you stand;

But when the wave has beaten all to sand,
You must go home.’”” ‘“Ah, not so soon,’’ said he.

And now the night has darkened out his glee,
And sad-eyed Grief has grasped him by the hand.
No more the years shall find him free and wild,
And madly merry as a bright, brave bird :

For earth has nothing like the home he craves
And pauseless Time is beating bitter waves

On all his palaces. He waits the word

Away beyond the blue, ““Come home, my child.”

* #* * *

From some of the illuminating notes scattered
throughout the book under notice, we discover that Mr.
Hackett is himself much interested in the work of the
Society for Psychical Research, holding that *‘it must be
admitted by any open-minded person that the evidence
collected by the Society that the dead (by telepathy or
otherwise) communicate with the living is un-
answerable.”’ It is not surprising, therefore, to find the
writings of I'. W. H. Myers (both prose and verse) laid
under frequent tribute. = The following is part of a long
quotation from Myers on the importance attached by
W. E. Gladstone to the work of the S.P.R. : — '

Mr, Gladstone’s relation to psychical research affords one

more illustration of -ae width and force of his intellectual
sympathies, Many men, even of high ability, if convinced

as Mr. Gladstone was of the truth and sufficiency of the
Christian revelation, permit themselves to ignore these ex-
perimental approaches to spiritual knowledge as at best
superfluous, They do not realise how J)rofqundjy the
evidence, the knowledge which we seek and which in some
measure we find, must ultimately influence men’s views as
to both the credibility and the adequacy of all forms of
faith. . “It is wne most important work which is being
done in the world,” he said in a conversation in 1885. ‘“By
far the most important’’ he repeated, with a grave emphasis
which suggested previous trains of thought, to which he did
not care to give expression.

It would be well if some of the men who are most

prominent in present-day scientific and theological
circles could learn a lesson from Mr. Gladstone’s
attitude.

* * * *

Some sacredness attaches even to the dead body if
only because it was once the temple of an immortal
spirit, and one can quite sympathise with the feeling
of Mrs. Scott Gatty, niece of the late Earl of Sandwich,
in an incident she relates in Mrs. Steuart Erskine’s in-
interesting Memoirs of the Earl, just issued by the house
of John Murray. While in India in 1914 he was asked
to treat a rheumatic patient in a Mission Home at
Benares and Mrs. Gatty accompanied him. ‘“‘Two of
the priests took us on the sacred river, where we passed
close to the burning ghats, where we could see black
legs and arms falling about.  Very ghastly it was, and
I am afraid T rather squirmed, for which I was reproved
by the Indian, who said, ‘Death does not exist; these
are only the shells.” I quite agreed, but confess that
T did not enjoy contemplating burning shells.”’

SIR' A, CONAN DOYLE EXPLAINS.

In reply to a correspondent who asked Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle, regarding the séance described in our last issue, how
it was that the spirit of his son said ‘‘Father’’ when it was
a ery from his mother that called him up, and why the room
was darkened, Sir Arthur writes in the ‘‘Daily Express,” in
which paper the query appeared:—

“I do not propose to enter upon any discussion over the
case which I quoted at Wimbledon, because there is an
element of levity introduced too often into these debates
which would he offensive to me. In answer to your cor-
respondent’s questions, however, I may say:—

“1. That my son called ‘Father!’ because it was to me
that he wished tc speak. His mother is with him.

“2, That long experience of pyschic science has shown
that all physical phenomena are quicker and more powerful
in the dark. The probable reason is that the ether which
conveys light by its vibration is the physical basis used for
the phenomena. A red light has been found, as in photo-
graphy, to be the least deterrent.

3, The voice was my son’s voice, as also was the manner.
Both my wife and I are agreced on that. The gentleman
who acted as medium was some yards away. The voice was
within a foot or so of my face. The other sitters—four
gentle'l,non, two ladies—had their own convincing experi-
ences,

A BUREAU FOR INQUIRERS.

To meet the present great demand for information on
matters relating to Spiritualism, there has been established
in connection with the London Spiritualist Alliance
an Inquiry Bureau, of which Mr. Percy R. Street has kindly
consented to take charge as Honorary Director. Mr. Street
attends at the offices of the Alliance, 6, Queen Square,
on Tuesday afternoons from three to four, and on Friday
evenings from five to seven, to meet inquirers and give them
information and advice. i ) )




330 LIGHT.

THE TRIAL AND ACQUITTAL OF
MRS. BLOODWORTH.

MAGISTRATE’S IMPORTANT DECISION.

We give herewith some particulars of a trial that is of
great interest to all Spiritualists. The decision of Mr. Ralph
V. Bankes, K.C., has excited wide attention.

Mrs, Ellen Lucy Bloodworth, of Beauchamp Road, Clap-
ham Junection, was charged at the South-Western Police
Court (Battersea) on October 1st, beforée Mr. Ralph V.
Baukes, K.C., with professing to tell fortunes with intent
to .'cerve. Mr. Saunders prosecuted for the Chief Commis-
sioner, aud Mr. George Hindle defended.

Mrs. Margaret Mills, a widow, 102, Warriner Gardens,
Battersea; and Mrs. Annie Farr, also a widow, 205 Batter-
sea Bridge-road, gave evidence on behalf of the police of
their visit to Mrs. Bloodworth. They obtained admittance
throngh mentioning a Mrs. Hendra, who was known to
Mrs. Bloodworth In cross-examination it was ascertained
that Mrs. Mills had worked with Mrs. Hendra, but had not
seen her for two years. The two witnesses gave evidence with
regard to certain predictions made to them by the aid of
psychometry.

Mr. Hindle said his client honestly believed that she could
foretell. He had witnesses, gentlemen of education, who
believed she could. He did not profess to know much of the
psychie art, but he was told that if people went to a psychic
with the intention of telling lies it was perfectly hopeless
for the psychic to obtain the results she otherwise could.

Mrs. Bloodworth, in giving evidence, said that her hus-
band, Herbert Bloodworth, was an engineer. She had taken
an interest in this subject for 22 years. She received fees.
She professed to be able to get into touch with spirit people
and get messages from them, and also to be able to fore-
tell 5\e future.

Mv. Hindle: Do you really believe yon have these
powers?

Accused: Absolutely—honestly I do. I’'m perfectly cer.
tain I possess these powers.

Have you had numerous letters from people congratuiat-
ing you on what you have correctly told them?—Yes, quite
unsolicited.

Mr. Hindle: I have some of the letters here, though they
cannob be put in as evidence.

Accused went on: I certainly had no intention of deceiv-
ing anybody. I invite nobody to come to me, and when they
do I do my utmost for them. If they express any dissatisfac-
tion I refuse the fee. T honestly and certainly believe in
psychic powers and believe I possess them.

Mr. Bankes: Some of the highest people in the scientific
world believe in it?

Accused: They do.

Mr. Bankes: I was counsel for Archdeacon Coiley. He
told me that he had taken photographs of the spirits of his
parents. He showed them to me.

Accused: I believe there are such things.

Mr. Bankes: I know a lot of people do believe in it.

Henry Adams, B.A., a teacher by profession, said that
he had known Mrs. Bloodworth since 1915 or 1916. He had
not consulted her professionally, but had been with her at
public_séances. He had examined into the bona fides of
several mediums, some of whom failed to satisfy him. So
far as he had heen able to test accused he believed she pos-
sessed psychic powers.

Mr. Hindle asked: As far as Mrs. Bloodworth is con-
cerned you say she is not a fraud?

Witness affirmed that she was not. He explained that
spirits when they had just left the body were not always
accurate in their statements.

Mr. Bankes: I was in hopes that when we crossed the
vale we should know everything. If we are as stupid and
imperfect as we are here it is not very hopeful.

Witness: T have come to the conclusion that when we
cross to the other side we shall be exactly the same as we
are here, at all events for a long time.

Mr. Percy Smythe, 30, Homefield-road, Chiswicl, stated
that he had known Mrs. Bloodworth six years, and had con-
sulted her several times.

Questioned as to Mrs. Bloodworth’s powers as a seeress,
the witness was very emphatic—“Practically in every in-
stance what she told me with regard to the future and pre-
sent has been absolutely true.”’

Mr. Howard, of Putney Bridge Road, said he had been a
believer 54 years and had consulted Mrs. Bloodworth on
several occasions. ‘I always found her conscientious. Many
things she told me were quite true. I quite believe she has
the power ghe professes to have.”

Mr. Salinders did not cross-examine.

Mr. Hindle: How can there have been any intention
to deceive if this woman fully believes?

. Mr. Bankes: That’s one of the things that wants looking
into. Many mediums have heen most awful frauds.

Reference was made to the cross judgments of Denman
and Darling and Sankey, with Avory dissenting.
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‘“Fortune-telling ptoger »’ said Mr. David Gow, editor of
LienT, who was one of Sir Arthur’s week-end guests at
Crowborough, “is really outside the line of psychical inves-
tigation. We are all against fortune-telling, and my views
coincide with those of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.

“I do hope that the decision may prevent the legal per-
secution of honest mediums.

.. ““The Witchcraft Act assumes that there can be no pos-
sible communication with spirits. The world of thought has
progressed since this ridiculous Act was drawn up, but it
18 extraordinary what a lot of mischief an old Act of Parlia-
ment can be egged on to do by interested sticklers over the
letter of the law.

. “In the Vagrancy Act there is a small cluuse of about two
lines, which is made more than enough to impose serious
penaities on Spiritualists. A petition, strongly supported by
some of the finest thinkers of the day, has been sent to the
authorities, asking for the deletion of the clause, or such
alteration as can be justified by the known facts.

‘‘Our investigations are carried out to find further proofs
of the existence of life after death, and it is our view that
these researches should not be hampered by archaic legal
enactments.

.““Where Bond-street is wrong the law can be applied
quite readily enough; and Mr. Bankes’s decision is not

ely to hamper the administration of justice.’’

PROBLEMS OF THE FUTURE LIFE.*

SEcoND NoOTICE.

The two great problems of this admirable work are
(1) that of survival and (2) that of the nature of the world
in which we survive. The accumulated evidence of survival
is so vast that Dr. Hyslop regards this as scientifically proved.
In his view the sceptic has no longer any right to discuss
the subject. ‘“‘Any man who does not accept the existence
of spirits and the proof of it is either ignorant or a moral
coward,” he writes. “I gave him short shrift, and do not
Ero 0se any lonﬁgr to argue with him on the supposition that

e knows anything about the subject’’—an attitude that
might justly and profitably. have been assumed by the
informed pro-Spiritualist long ago.

. The second of those two problems is very much the more
difficult one, as Chapter IX. most instructively shows. “fhe
contradictions ahout the nature of the next life are numerous
enough to make one pause in_accepting anything about it,”
says our author. Notable indeed 1s his contribution towards
right mte.r%retatmn and resolution of those contradictions.

. The eighth chapter, “The Process of Communication,”
is of commanding importance to the serious student of
Spiritualism. Temperately but frankly the author exposes
the incompetence that characterises the average man, be he
believer or sceptic, in psychic investigation. Sins of
omission and of commission, which are many, here stand out
under an intellectual searchlight of uncommon power. No
less illuminated are the mysteries of communication. “It
is true that many reporters of psychic phenomena are no
better than their critics,”” says Dr. Hyslop. “The average
Spiritualist interprets the facts in the same manner as the
sceptic. Both have the same conception of the problem
and the results,” and ‘“both are wrong. The real process
is a thousand-fold more complicated than either of them
assumes. We do not communicate directly with the dead.”

How communication is really effected, under what difficul- -

ties, with what inevitable: impertection, is clearly shown.
It is pointed out that “Even in normal life the process of
inter-communication of ideas is exceedingly complex, and
that we do not transmit our thoughts to one another.’”” 1In
‘‘gpiritistic messages’ the medium is not a physical oune, the
operations of which cun he checked at every stage: “It is a
mind plus a complicated mechanism, somewhat deranged or
disturbed by the associations of functions involved in the
rapport with a transcendental world of minds.”” Whether
the medium be in trance or not, we ‘“‘must exvect all sorts
of modifications, physical and mental.’” “The trance has
value only as characterised by amnesia which merely cuts off
the normal consciousness from what is going on’’—-
impressing laymen as adding to the value of given facts, an
impression not always warranted.

Besides the complications directly associated with the
medium tnere are those connected with the control, or
‘‘guide,” mnot always, if ever, the same personality,”’  and
frequently a group or even groups of personalities. As Dr.
Hyslop remarks, those facts ought to imbue objectors with
some humility in the study of the phenomena; but they only
laugh and dispense ridicule. 'The wonder is that we get any
coherent message at all from the dead. ’

With regard to the modus operandi of the communications
themselves, which to the layman and others look just
speech or writing through the medium like what we are
familiar with hetween our emhodied selves as we are supposed
to understand it, nothing adequate to the occasion can here
be said. The mediumistic process so commonly assumed

. * “Life After Death: Problems of the Future Life and
its Nature,”” by James H. Hyslop, Ph.D., LL.D. Kegan
Paul, Trench, Trubner and Co., Ltd. Price 9/- net. (Ifor
first notice see p. 327.)
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does not exist. For the psychic facts of the case, as dis-
covered in experience during twenty-five years of scientific
investigation, the interested reader is referred to this most
insvructive cllapter. The method termed ‘‘Pictographic,”
so largely used in communication, so much misunderstood,
was clearly discovered by some of us many years ago. The
aucaor’s able exposition of it is now no less opportune than
it would have been then. The vicissitudes of messages are
by him vividly suggested, powerfully stimulating continuance
of such truly scientific investigation. How potent the
simple action of attenlion is in communication, directive
and misdirective, according to its degree conducive of clarity
or confusion, even advanced students may learn with sur-
prise: ‘‘Attention is the cause of rapport.’’ If the com-
municator should be unable to control his mental imagery,
which is too often taken for what we call ‘“‘objective reality’*
instead of pictographic representation or symbolism, ‘‘errors
of all sorts will creep in, though the control and the sub-
liminal of the medium report corrvectly what they received.’’
Similarly, “conditions intervening between spirit and control,
or medium, may distort the picture,”’” description and inter-
pretation tnus going wrong.

Likewise, with crowding of pictures or thoughts, only
fragmentary. reports accomplished-—possibly conflicting or
meaningless. n view of the enormous complications, of the
varied sources of prolific error, well may Dr. Hyslop ask:

“JHow do wo ever get anything accurate at all?’’ Accuracy -

aside, he continues, ‘‘the main thing of interest is that the
process of communicating is not like our own, but the trans-
mission of symbolic phantasms, perhaps by a telepathic pro-
cess, through two or more minds before it reaches the sitter,
and perhaps often through half-a-dozen or more minds. No
physical or neural machinery is employed until the message
reaches the subliminal of tne medium.”

If the autnor and the publishers would agree to publish
this eighth chapter in the form of a pamphlet, or booklet,
they could hardly fail of due reward. v B. P

W. B. P.

PEER AND HEALER.*

MEeMoIRs oF Lorp SANDWICH.

It is just four years ago (September, 1915) since we re-
viewed in LigHT a remarkable little volume by the late Lord
Sandwich, entitled ‘“My Experience as a Spiritual Healer.”
The author of that work passed away in the summer of the
following year, leaving behind him a mass of diaries and
letters covering all the most interesting episodes in a long
and eventful life. These have been collected by his niece,
Mrs. Scott Gatty, the close companion of his later years, and
after careful editing, have been skilfully woven into a con-
nected whole by Mrs. Steuart Erskine.

As a result, we are made acquainted with a very human
personality—possibly rather blunt at times, and, we are
told, occasionally sarcastic (though we see little of this in
his memoirs), but withal simple, straightforward, and kindly,
a man of strong friendships and warm family affections, with
a boyish sense of fun and a high ideal of duty. Very varied
is the panorama of life we see through his eyes. In imagina-
tion we accompany him as a young man on a tour with the
Prince of Wales (afterwards King Idward) in Canada and
the United States, we attend the coronation festivities of
William I. in Berlin, visit royalties in Greece, Italy, Spain,
and Russia, and, sharing the restless spirit which possessed
him almost to the end of his career, enjoy the excitement of
adventures in many lands distant and near.

At the end we see a character sweetened by the years—a
man of wealth and position who, with utter disregard of
convention, treats his servants as familiar friends; who
helps little waifs (only he won’t have them called ‘‘waifs,”’
they are “his boys” and know him as ‘“Uncle Hinch'’);
lastly, a man of clear intellect and cool judgment, combined
with a firm religious faith, who discovers late in life that he
possesses the gift of healing. Encouraged by messages from
the unsecen, received through the mediumship of Mrs. Her-
bine and Mrs. Scott Gatty, he freely exercises that gift on
rich and poor alike, and with a wonderful measure of success,
never once heeding what the world might say. ‘‘Ridicule,’
says Mrs, Erskine, ‘‘had no effect upon him.” He writes:
“I have heen Jooked on as a ‘holy man’ and as an impostor,
as a saint and as a rogue; I aspire to neither description.
I only hope I have done my duty without fear and without
reproach.’’

Truly, a noble aspiration. Perhaps more of us have heal-
ing power—or, at least, the power of temporarily banishing
pain—than we suspect, and what we really need is the faith
and courage to*exercise it. If such be the case the example
of this worthy old member of our English nobility should
afford encouragement and inspiration.

It is not death that kills but the more living life which,
concealed behind the former, bursts forth into new develop-
ment.  Death and birth are but the struggle of life with
itself to assume a more glorious and congenial form.—Fi1cHTE.

¢ ‘“Mcmoirs of Edward, eighth Karl of Sandwich, 1839-.-
191)6.” Ldited by Mrs. Steuart Erskine. (John Murray, 16/-
net).
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London Spiritualist Alliance,Ltd.,

6, QUERN SQUARE, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, W(.1,

The Alllance possesses the largest Library In existence of occuit,
mystical, and psychical books. Members’ ! subscription £1 ts.

For prospectus, syllabus of meetings, classes, &c., apply to the
Secretary.

THE FORTUNE-TELLING CASE.

The acquittal of the defendant, Ellen Lucy Blood-
worth, in the recent fortune-telling case at the South-
Western Police Court, has naturally excited wide-
spread comment. It was, indeed, a remarkable decision,
presaging, as we hope, the end of much hide-bound pre-
judice on the part of the police courts towards a subject
which, with all its complexity and possibilities of
zibuse, is the most important issue before the world to-
day.

Let us make our position clear to begin with. ‘‘For-
tune-telling,”” a phrase used to cover all predictions of
future events by supernormal methods, is not at all an
easy question to pronounce upon offhand. One phase
of it, at least, has some kind of scriptural warrant. We
refer to the instance of Saul going to the seer for guid-
ance when seeking his father’s lost asses. He took a
fee with him, and gained the knowledge he sought, to-
gI,ret,helr with the prophecy that he was to become King of

srael.

But “‘other times other manners.’’ There are dangers
in these things to-day when the predictions sought are
apt to degenerate into squalid and foolish matters, lead-
ing to scandal and mischief.

Moreover, the gift which it is sought to use is obvi-
ously a capricious and variable one, not to be generally
relied upon.

We have got sick and tired of such cases as those in
which a married woman engaged by the police visits a
medium, or pseudo-medium, m the character of a lady
of fashion, and is promised a rich husband or warned
of the danger of receiving the attentions of a dark man
with a squint. We have had too much of this kind of
nonsense, which is well calculated to give the general
public an entirely erroneous idea of the serious character
of the studies in which psychical researchers are
engaged.

The average observer is, of course, entirely ignorant
of the laws of spirit intercourse. George MacDonald

somewhere depicts the poetic temperament as one

which, sensitive, suggestible, impressionable, is very
apt to take up any position assigned to it. The psychic
temperament is of much the same order. The most
genuine and honest medium, in certain over-mastering
mental conditions, may give a totally wrong impres-
sion of himself, and follow out designedly misleading
clues with disastrous effects. He can be gulled and
jockeyed into situations which the rogue would be
much too astute to accept. The results are often in-
tensely mortifying, as we can testify from much bitter
experience. But we need not descant on these aspects
of the matter. They are well familiar to all seasoned in-
vestigators.

It has been objected that Mr. Bankes’s decision may
open the door to fraudulent mediumship. It need not
be so. There is ample protection against imposture
quite apart from the Vagrancy Act, which was clearly
directed against gipsy fortune-tellers, and has been
twisted by interested persons into a weapon against
legitimate psychical inquiry, as we have frequently
shown in these pages.

We have only one word in conclusion. There is no
real reason why the genuine medium should be victimised
by malevolent persons, and made the prey of evil sug-
gestions. It is a question of the cultivation of the will
and the strengthening of the moral character to resist
insidious and harmful suggestions. Many mediuma
have reached the stage when they are strong, discreet,
with a command of their conditions and a power of re-
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FROM THE LIGHTHOUSE WINDOW.

Mr. Horace Leaf is to lecture on ‘‘Materialisations’ at
Leicester on Tuesday, October 21st, at the Queen’s Hall. He
follows 8ir A. Conan Doyle, who delivers an address at
Leicester on Sunday, October 19th.

* »*

* *

We advise all in Leicester who are interested in the
deeper problems of life not to miss Mr. Leaf’s important
lecture with its accompanying series of marvellous pictures
—the most wonderful photographs in the world, as Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle describes them.

L d L 3 * *

Mrs. Bloodworth, who is the centre of so much attention
just now, is the secretary of the Battersea Spiritualist
Church. ~Many letters have reached her from friends who
testify to their belief in her powers. Among them is one
from a Lieutenant-Colonel who offers to give evidence on
her behalf should there be an appeal.

* * * *

During the hearing of her case some play was made of the
fact that neither the medium nor her spirit guides detected
the fraudulent character of the sitters. Perhaps not in this
instance. ere are however, many cases where this has
been done, but since no prosecution follows nothing is heard
about it,  Last week a psychic in Liverpool detected a trap
and declined the interview, and in another centre a few
days a%o the police agents were ordered out of the house under
paln of being forcibly ejected.

¥ * * *

It is of little avail trying to explain the complexities of
the psychic world to the uninitiated. Here is a story
related to us by ore of the best known psychics in London of
an incident that happened just before the war. A young
man of presentable appearance was granted a sitting. He
said he was a student of psychic phenomena seeking to gain
more knowledge and experience of the subject. His mother,
who had passed over, was described to him in such a way
as to be easily recognisable. Then a dramatic thing
happened.

* * * *

The sensitive said, ‘“Your mother gives me a message for
you. She says I am to tell you that if you do not give up the
dirty wofk in which you are engaged it will recoil terribly
on your head.” The young man turned deadly pale.

» * * *

““Up till that moment,’’ said the clairvoyante in describ-
ing the incident to us, “I had been concentrating on my
psychic work and had suspected nothing. Now I realised
that I had before me one who had come to try to expose me.
But he had his lesson and I heard no more of him afterwards.”’

* * * *

Jane Stoddart is now known to be the author of the
series of articles, ‘“The Case A%mnst Spirltuahsm,” which

apgeargd in “The British Weekly.”” They are being pub-
lished in hook form by Hodder and Stoughton. any
eople su;g)osed the articles to be by the Kditor, Sir
E,obertson icoll.
* * * -

The discussion on Spiritualism at the Church Congress
at Leicester this week has not reached us in time to be in-
cluded in our present issue. Next weck, however, we hope
to give a full account of the proceedings.

* * * *

We have received one testimony, signed by witnesses, of

a clairvoyant intimation of the Railway Strike three days
before it occurred. This came from Sheflield. At the time
when all negotiations seemed to have failed the sensitive was
informed that a settlement was at hand and that work would
be resumed on Monday, as it was. ’
* * * »*

The headquarters of the Theosophical Society in Tavistock
Square are advertised for sale by the Ministry of Munitions.

* * - »*

One of these buildings, the Theosophical Publishing
House, has always had an amusing interest for us by reason
of a sign painted on the wall to the effect that it has a “Sale
Room for books on Theosophy, mysticism, philosophy,
occultism and kindred subjects.” ~ Poor Spiritualism is left
in the outer darkness.

* * * *

And yet. as Mr. J. Hewat McKenzie points out in his
admirable little pamphlet, “Tirst Steps to Spirit Inter-
course,’’ all tne eminent Theosophical teachers received their
psychic education through practical investigation with
sensitives.

* * * *

Another writer says: “Some who have acquired occult
knowledge by the ladder of Spiritualism, kick away the
ladder as of no further use to them, instead of steadying it
from above so that others may mount it safely.”’

* * * *

Photographs of Madame Blavatsky and Mrs. Besant on
the walls of the Alliance rooms, and the presence of most
of the prominent works on Theosophy in our library, indicate
the attitude of Spiritualists.
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Miss McCreadie’s name was omitted, by an oversight,
which we regret, from the list of the psychics present at
the recent social gathering at 6, Queen Square, to mark the
o;iening of the Winter Session of the London Spiritualist
Alliance.

* * * *

At the Stead Bureau, on Tuesday night last, Miss
McCreadie, before her clairvoyant delineations, gave an
intensely interesting talk about her experiences with various
sitters. It was a moving, human story of the experiences
of a sympathetic and spiritual personality--as well as a
wonderful psychic--in contact with the struggles and
questionings of tremulous souls seeking yet fearing to pierce
the veil hiding the Beyond.

* * * -

The story lost nothing of its impressiveness from Miss
McCreadie'’s delightful, racy manner of speech ,with its
strong Scottish tang.  Those who heard Miss McCreadie’s
remarks enjoyed a great privilege. Drawing from a rich
storehouse of memories, she touched on and explained many
of the baffling problems that confront the heginner who
endeavours to prove the continuity of life and the possibility
of communication with loved ones who have passed on.
strong religious note (Pervaded Miss McCreadie’s utterances,
as might be expected by those who know the character of
this gifted lady.

* * * *

Apro¥os of Mrs. Mary Moore’s defence of Thomas Paine
on p. 311) we note that Mr. J. T. Hackett, in his ‘“‘Common-
place Book,”’ reviewed in this week’s Notes by the Way,
says: ‘‘Even at the present day bigotry seems to prevent
any proper recognition of Paine’s fine character and impor-
tant work. The general impression among the public
still is that Paine was an Atheist; as a matter of fact, he
was a Theist,"and his will ends with the words, ‘I die in
ael;ife,c!., composure and resignation to the will of my Creator,
jod.

* * * *

We hayve received from Captain R. E. E. Spencer, R.N.,
in whose home the interesting phenomena occurred in con-
nection with the ‘‘spirit diamond,’’ an account of the pro-
duction of certain psychic pictures. The experiments which
are described elsewhere in this issue are remarkable and
deserve close attention. —In response to our appeal to avoid
anonymity when describing phenomena, Captain Spencer has
consented to allow his name to be given. May his example
be followed by others.

-~

* * »* *

D’Annunzio, the celebrated Italian poet whose dramatic
seizure of Fiume is at present attracting the attention of
the world, figures in an extraordinary story of a séance given
in the current issue of the French psychic monthly, ‘La
Revue Spirite.” The medium was Eusapia Palladino, and
the séance was held at the house of Madame Polozoff.” The
story is related by M. Frédéric Verdinois in the course of
his journalistic reminiscences.

* * * *

D’Annunzio was present with a friend whom he had asked
permission to bring. When the lights were extinguished
phosphorescent lights and raps occurred. The poet’s friend
treated the whole proceedings as a joke, and so thoroughly
upset the medium that the sitting had to he abandoned. The
hostess, after the lights had been re-lit, was complaining of
the want of seriousness on the part of the sitters, when sud-
denly from the opposite wall of the room (in which there was
no door, window, or opening) a giant figure of a man ap-
peared. Approaching B’Anmmzio and his friend the spirit
form roughﬂy seized them by the shoulders and carridd them
in a struggling mass to a couch in an adjoining room, where
they were deposited unceremoniously. The form then disap-
peared. The occurrdnce is cited as a spirit’s method of
showing its displeasure at the levity of the sitters.

* * * *

In_the same number of ““La Revue Spirite,”” the splendid
New Year meksage of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, given in
Lreur of January 11th last, appears in French.

* * * *

Miss 1idith K. Harper, in a review in the October number
of the *‘Occult Review” ol a hooklet entitled ““Letters to my
Love Beyond the Veil, says that the writer is apparently
resolved to plough a lonely furrow rather than seeE possible
consolation through psychic means. Miss Harper adds,
“Well, so let it he for all who feel as she does, that it is
‘drawing back’ the beloved spirit into earth conditions to its
detriment. This is an argument very frequently used by
the same type of mind th:lt once condemned the use of
chloroform as being contrary to the will of God.”

* * * *

Amoug the lecturers who are to invade the United States
this winter, according to “The Sphere,”” are Maurice
Macterlinek and W. B. Yeats.  The former is to arrive in
New York in December next.  The subject of his only lecture
will be “The Unknown Shore.”
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PSYCHIC PHOTOGRAPHY.

REMAREABLE EXPERIMENTS.

By R. E. E. SPENCER.

The experiments to which I would call attention have
béen carried out since January last in my own house by
myself, assisted by my younger son, and instructions given
to me by automatic writing through the latter have always
been strictly followed. The automatic writing is controlled
generally by a great uncle of my own who passed on in 1876.

Our object in the experiments was to ascertain what
process is followed, at any rate in our own case, by the con-
trolling power by whose action sensitive plates and sheets
of bromide paper are affected photographically, under con-
ditions that normally would produce no results. It had
been observed from time to time that strong hints were given
by detaiis to be seen upon the sensitive films experimented
with as to the method followed by the operators.

The photographs produced were in some cases psycho-
graphs, in others apparently direct pictures, in the produc-
tion of which the lens of the camera possibly played its usual
part.  Both types resulted in the appearance of portraits,
interiors, diagrams and written letters purporting to come
from various departed human beings. Where it was found
possible to compare the writing it was found that these
}etters are written in the same handwritings as those of
the departed beings when living on this earth. The
signatures are also identical with their mortal signatures.

The process hinted at appeared to be that the operators
placed upon the plates or sheets of bromide paper what 1
will call a psychic negative which they had previously pre-
pared. The sensitive film was then subjected to the action
of some form of radiant, possibly akin to ultra-viglet rays,
which penetrated the dark slide (in the case of psychographs)
or the lens (in the cases where a camera was used), and,
affecting the films in a similar way to actinic light, permitted
a latent image to be developed. It was shown with certainty
that the operators possess complete control of the actinic rays
from sunlight, from burning magnesium ribbon, and from
electric light. Both plates and bromide papers were taken
either from new unopened boxes or my own locked-up stock.
All chemical baths were prepared and used entirely by
myself.

I will outline shortly the hints I have referred to, and
then describe the particular experiment at which the actual
operation of the psychic negative was permitted to be
recorded by the camera.

To Prove THAT ‘“‘SOMETHING” 1S PrACED IN FRONT o¥ THE
Fim To Stor THE AoTioN OoF AcTiNic LigHT rroM (1) SuUN-
L16HT; (2) BurNing MaeNesium Risson; (3) ELecrric LicHT.

(1) Experiment XVII. (February 26th). Plate exposed
in camera for seven seconds in daylight, the subject being
a clergyman in dark clothes, standing ‘in front of white
shutters in my library.

Result. No image of the clergyman or background
on the plate, but an extract from an old Bible (date about
1450) taken from Kings ii., and evidently reproduced from
some book, as the phctograph bears a Plate No. XLVIII. in
one corner. (There is no knowledge of such a book in my
family.)

(2) Experimenl XIII. (February 25th). Plate exposed
in camera on the same clergyman, who was sitting on a sofa
in the drawing room, during the burning of fourteen inches
of magnesium ribbon.

Result. No image of clergyman or sofa, ete.; but a re-
produced print of the late Lord Nelsom. (The original of
this print does not exist in this house.)

(3) Experiment XXXIX. ﬁB) June 5th.)  Sheet of
bromide paper held in my hands for one minute, and ex-
posed at three feet to a  thirty-two candle power Osram
incandescent lamp.

Itesult.  No action whatever upon developmént, the
bromide paper remaining white.

To PRrove THAT SOME ¥OBM OF RADIANT PENETRATES
THE SHUTTER OF A DARK SLIDI AND CAN AFFECT A SENSITIVE
Prare ContaiNgp THEREIN,

Exrperiments X1V, XIX, XX, XXI.,, XXI. (b),XXI (c),
XXIV., and XXII. of from ¥ebruary 25th to March 20th.
Plates contuined in dark slides, shufters closed, and slides
held in the hands for sixty seconds.

Results.  Portraits and written messages appeared upon
these plates when developed.

Hints given to unfold gradually the operator’s process : —
(1) In all experiments the sensitive film is acted on
irregularly.

_ Conclusion.  “Something’ is therefore placed on or in
front of the sensitive film.

(2) The portraits produced are sometimes those of
strangers. =~ The diagrams are of unknown objects.

Conclusion.  The “something” referred to must, there.
fore, have had impressed upon it a face or diagram of which
we had no knowledge.

(3) The handwriting of some messages was not known to
us, but has since been recognised by relatives of the writer—

said writer having been
XXI. (c) of March 11th)
ber of my fawmily h:
bromide sheets, viz.,
papyrus; Cuneiform, .
XXII., XXXIII, and

Conclusion. The
been placed upon the
intelligence outside my own or
family.

(4) The margins of plates
instances show marks provin
definite and uneven edge has
and the portraits and message
tained by some substance hav

I have photographed this
cope (plus 60), and demonstra
of filaments and spores (Expe

Conclusion. The ‘‘sometl
quite foreign to that of paper

(5) The appearance of a ¢
bromide paper containing wri
“‘frame’’ is always square to the
of paper.

Conclusion.  That a ‘‘frame
placed upon a blank of some ma
gence’’ within Lounds. This b.
transferred to the ‘‘something’
the semsitive film.

(6) In one experiment I we
writing to_hold two sheets of br
immediately after each other.

a letter from my late great -
letter is exactly the same, and
outline of exactly the same sh
sheet of bromide paper.
message is different on either s
writing’’ in one case and “‘rig
small portrait of my late sor
November, 1916, is to be seen i
it is absent in the other letter.
May 12th,

Conclusion. That the ‘‘som
writing was placed upon one sheet
and was reversed in the case of the

(To be continued.)

TESTIMONY BEFORE S

Mr. Walter Gath describes in the
10th) a visit he paid on September 29t
Catholic Truth Society’s Conference
“Spiritualism” was given by Father

““When questions were invited from
Mr. Gath, “I was prompted by one
and ask whether in my case my firs
alism was ascribed to evil spirits.

““I was visiting my daughter in
and her friend, Mrs. Hunter, a
We had only been sitting and ta
a short time when Mrs. Hunter
and grasped my hand, and in a
art tha, lad?’ I said, “Who are y
ter, doesn’t tha know me?’ I said,
ter?’ and he said, ‘Aye, lad, I am
to come speak to thee, and I've brou
hecause I know tha loved her more -
that, and he said, ‘I am talking to thee
fashion.” He said, ‘Sit down, and ge
know tha smokes.” So we sat down, anc
we talked of things that happened whe
most striking and convincing was the

ent :

““When I was a boy, I had a ba”
who took great interest in my edu
astronomy, and showing by the lar
balloon how the- world went round
2ot too near the sun and collapsed.
ab the recollection of it, and this
the genuineness of spirit return.’

Mr. Gath explained to the Ca
uncle had passed over more than fc
was told that his recital was very
could be explained by telepathy.

WIToHORAFT ACT AMENDIIE
the Spiritualists’ National Uni
(10, Victoria Avenue, Sowerby
of the above fund up to date :
quarter ending September 30th
ward, £1,155 4s. 74d.; Per B.S
E. Corvell, Chesterfield (Chest:
Winter, 5s.; Mrs. Widdowson, 2
Hobster, 2/6; Mr. J. Hobster, .
Portsmouth Onward Spiritual Ct
Spiritualist Society, £5 15s.;
£165; Nottingham L.j).C., £3 3s.

i
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SOME PLAIN WORDS
INFLUENCE.

We strongly commend the wise counsel in the following
passages from Hudson Tuttle’s “Arcana of Spiritualism’’
to inquirers and those unfamiliar with the scientific facts ot
spirit intercourse : —

““A spirit, when controlling a medium, is governed by
the same laws as the mortal magnetiser. It is for this
reason that the resulting phenomena become difficult to dis-
tinguish, in partially ‘developed mediums, from the
magnetism of tﬁe circle, and that of the spirit attempting
control. The utmost caution is requisite to prevent self-
deception. If the medium is in the peculiar susceptible con-
dition usual to the early stages of development he will simply
reflect the mind of the circle; and what purports to be a
spiritual communication will be only an echo of their own
minds. R

‘‘The state which renders the medium passive to a spirit
renders him passive to mortal influence in the same degree;
and, from the similarity of all magnetic influenges, it is
difficult to distinguish spirit from mortal. Circles often,
in this manner, deceive themselves by their own positiveness,
They repel the approach of celestial messengers, and substi-
tute the echoes ofp their own thoughts. They find contra-
diction and confusion, which they ‘complacently refer to
¢ evil spirits.’

“‘Nothing can be gained to the cause of truth by mis-
statement, or exaggerating the importance of one fact to
the detriment of another. Honest investigators of Spirit-
ualism, coming to the task without previous knowledge of
animal magnetism, refer every phenomenon they meet to
spiritual agency, when it is probable that at least one half
of all they observe is of a purely mundane source. So far
as healing by laying-on of hands is concerned, it has been
shown to %e of ancient date, and explainable by organic laws,
There is no reason why a magnetiser should not cure disease,
and relieve pain, as well as a disembodied spirit; and wne
probabilities of success are in his favour. If a spirit effect
such cures it is unquestionably by and through the same
means.

‘“All that has been said at the commencement of this
chapter, in regard to the selfish charlatanism of magnetisers,
is equally true of spirit-healers. Good, true and honest
men there are whose nervous systems are strengthened by
invisible friends to relieve suffering; but Spiritualism "is
brought to the very dust by the action of others. The worst
forms of empiricism, quackery, and humbug are loudly adver-
tised and extolled in its sacred name. The foul brood that
were fostered in the field of animal magnetism almost hodily
adopted the new and more startling system, and have brought
shame to the hearts of true Spiritualists.

‘‘Our object is to draw a sharp line between the pheno-
mena really of spirit-origin and those referable to mortal
action. We may possibly discard a half or two-thirds of all
manifestations alleged to be spiritual; but the remainder
will be all the more valuable. A cause is not stren thened,
but weakened, by a mountain of irrelevant facts. he refu.
tation of a few of these is heralded as the overthrow of tne
cause itself,

‘“A safe rule is to refer nothing to spirits which can ba
accounted for by mortal means, Thus sifted, those that
remain are of real value to the sceptic and the investigator.

““Man in the body is a spirit as well as when freed from
it.  As a spirit, he is amenable to the same laws. The
magnetic state may be self-induced, or induced by a mortal
or a spirit.  This is true of all its forms of somnambulism,
trance, or clairvoyance.

¢Fully recognising this fact, it will be seen how exceed-
ingly liable the ohserver is to mistake these influences.

““When a circle is formed, and one of its members is affected
by nervous spasms it does not necessarily follow that such a
member is spiritually controlled. That cannot be certainly

redicated until a spirit has identified its control. Tt is only
Ey thus testing the phenomena that a sound and accurate
knowledge of spiritual laws can be gained. It may please
the marvellous to refer to one source all manifestations.
from the involuntary contraction of a muscle, the removing
of pain by laying-on of hands, the incoherences of a sensitive
entranced by the overpowering influence of the circle, to the
genuine impressions of spiritual bheings; but it will not
satisfy the demands of science, which ultimately will seek
to co-ordinate all facts and phenomena.”’

The “Arcana of Spiritualism” was published as far back
ag 1876—the author, Hudson Tuttle, writing under spirit
control.  As an uneducated youth Tuttle produced that
marvellous work, “The Arcana of Nature,” which was drawn
upon by the famous scientist, Buchner. who was under the
impression that he was quoting from a book by a man of
great learning. When, on visiting America, he discovered
that the supposed great savant was a humble medium he was
astonished and incredulous. But the fact was proved to
him, and he had no more to say., It was outside the range
of his philosophy.

ON SPIRIT

Ir you would be pungent, be brief; for it is with words
a8 with sunbeams—the more they are condensed, the deeper
they burn.—R. Soyrary,

LIGHT.
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PIONEERS IN AMERICA.

The following retrospect of prominent workers for Spirit-
ualism in America in the early davs is contributed to
the ‘“ National Spiritualist,”” of Chicago, by J. C. Bat-
dorf, M.D.:—

My recollections of persons who were connected with the
propaganda of Spiritualism extend over a period of more
than half a century. I remember well the published accounts
of the mysterious occurrences in the home of the Ifox family
of Hydesville, N.Y., and the solution of tho mystery by the
two little sisters of the family—children not yet in their
teens-—who found out that the raps that occurred in various
parts of their house, but always near one or both of them,
that had given the family great annoyance for a considerable
time, were produced by an invisible but intelligent person-
ality—the spirit of a dead man, who spelled out messages
by means of raps when the alphabet was called, Modern
Spiritualism was born then and there.

The news spread like wildfire.  Circles were formed and
mediums developed and messages given to many investigators.
Trance speakers were developed—adults and children—
whose lectures were instructive and whose cloquence often
astonished and pleased the assembly.

One of these early workers was Cora 1. V. Richmond, now
of Chicago, who at about twelve years of age, having only
o common school education, nevertheless, under spirit
control, in a state of trance, gave lectures on scientific sub-
jects selected by chosen members of each audience, with such
masterful ability as won for her a highly favourable inter-
national reputation which she has sustained through all the .
intervening vears.

Antedating the advent of modern Spiritualism by a year
or two, there burst upon the literary firmament that psycho-
logical phenomenon. A. JJ. Davis, of Poughkeepsie, N.Y.,
who at the age of ahout 18 years, and wholly without pre-
paratory education, under spirit control, in a trance state,
1];ave to_the world “The Harmonial Philosophy,”” ‘“Nature’s
Divine Revelations,”” and other literature which has heen
the wonder and admiration of all civilised peoples, and which
gave lo Spiritualism an enduring impetus. No words of
mine can add to the lustre of his fame.

Dr. J. M. Peebles, formerly of Battle Creek, Mich., dis-
tinguished for erudition, a forceful and voluminous writer,
has occupied a prominent place among the early, as well as
the later advocates of the doctrine of the continuity of con-
scious life. It would he very difficult to define the scope
of the good work of this man of genius. ILyman C. Howe,
of I'redonia, N.Y., was one of our early unconscious trance
speakers.  His highly efficient labours, his faultless diction,
and his amiability were appreciated by vast multitudes in
many localities.

Mr. and Mrs. Hudson Tuttle, of Michigan—speakers and
writers of great ability—filled an important niche in the
ranks of the early workers.

The ¥ddy brothers will be remembered for their remark-
able power of demonstrating full materialisation. They
were among the first mediums in that line of worl.

Mrs, Stewart, of Terre Haute, Ind., achieved a national
reputation as a genuine medium for Full form materialisa~
tions, The materialised spirits would come out of her
cabinet and give andible greeting to waiting and delighted
friends, recdgnition heing certain nearly always. Hundreds-
of people were convinced of the truth of spirit return through
her mediumship.

Colby and Rich, Boston, Mass., editors of “The Banner
of Light,”” were early and powerful propagandists. Jones.
of “The Religio-Philosophical Journal,” Chicago. Ill., spread
the good news throughout the Northwest.

As a rapping medium and independent slate writer, Dr.
A. B. Dobson, of Towa, was easily without a peer, being able
to obtain raps and slate messages at any {ime and anywhere
in spite of strong mental opposition. as I have personally
witnessed many times. Mrs. M. E. Weeks. of Des Moines,
Ta., possessed clairvoyant power of a high order, giving
accurate descriptions and names in full of communicating
spirits, making recognition certain.

There are other names entitled to a place in this list of
early workers, but unfortunately I cannot recall them at
this time.  As the editor asked for a list of the early workers,
I have made no mention of persons--men and women of
marked ability--who came into the field of workers at a
later day.

TRANSITION oF A VETPERAN WORKKR.— After a painful
illness and the loss of one leg, Mr. Walter Orlando Drake,
of 33, Lancaster Road, Notting Hill, W., passed to the
greater life on the 12th inst., at the age of 72. He was an
ardent open-air speaker for Spiritualism. and one of the
earliest workers of the oldest London Society.- Marylebone.
The first essentially Spiritualist funeral was conducted by
him. Our sympathies zo out to Mrs. Drake and family.

Tar power of love accomplishes all things in life as does
the power of dyramite that conquers the world. but when it
explodes sets evervthing on fire. So it is with lpve; when
it is too intense it hecomes a wheel of destruction and cvery-
thing goes amiss in the life of the lover.— From “Love,
Human and Divine,”” by Smerrra Lucy Goobenovas,

-
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THE SUPREME ACT OF SPIRITUALISM.

By AN OBSERVER.

‘While communication with %pirim is not practicable at all
times, nor with the majority of people, communication with
the Great Spirit is practicable with everyone and at any
time or place. While many in the churches look askance at
the practice of spirit communication none take objection to
the communion of the soul with the Great Spirit. In the
effort for a re-union of the churches the fundgmental prin-
ciple is laid down that differences should, as far as possible,
be waived, and points of agreement dwelt upon. Perhaps a
better unéerstanding with theologians would be gradually
brought about if Spiritualists would be content to refrain
from controversies which lead to little but strife and dis-
agreement, and to seck out those factors in their creed which
agree with those of the churches, and by insisting more and
more upon these, establish a common basis which, as time
goes on and prejudices disappear, may deepen and extend
into a better mutual understanding. The supreme act of
spirit_ communion is unquestionably prayer, for the reasons
already set forth—-that it is a universal tenet of religion, and
a form of spirit communication in which all are mediumistic,
and which requires no special conditions for its exercise
except such as are within the reach of everyone at any time.

Prayer is by no means limited to petition, though doubt-
less many people are apt so to limit it. A son may ask favours
of his father now and again, but he would show a poor filial
spirit if he never spoke to his father except to ask for a gift.

Surely this universal habit of converse between father and"

-son should be the clue and the model to us of what our con-
verse with the Supreme Father should be. St. Francis of
Sales compares it with bread, which we take at all our meals,
and suggests that in the same way a realisation of the Divine
Presence should attend all our acts and functions.

Communion with God is not even limited by converse : its
essential is rather that realisation of His Presence. It would
be impossible to perform the duties of life properly if we
attempted at the same time to keep up incessant converse
with God, but a realisation of His Presence is possible at all
times, and ‘constitutes a constant exercise of prayer. In an
audience with the I{ing we should not necessarily, or even
possibly, be in conversation with His Majesty all the time, or
even for any great part of the time, but throughout the func-
tion we should be sensible-of the Royal Presence, and it would
materially affect our behaviour, our thoughts, and our feel-
ings throughout thé ceremony.” Xven in ordinary company
the presence of our friends on each occasion is realised
throughout the rcunion, and affects our words, and thoughts,
and acts all the time, whether we are conversing or silent. It
is in this way that a realisation of the Divine Presence, if
we made it hubitual, would constitute a spiritual commnunion
that could not fail to affect our life at every moment. But in
order to attain this it becomes needful that we should realise
the Divine Presence as fully and as certainly as we should
realise bodily presence in an audience with the King or in
a social gathering.

What higher test could there be of the reality of a man's
Spiritualism than his power to realise the Unseen Presence
with a conviction as firm and unmistakable as-he realises
incarnate presences? What greater evidence is there that
materialism still holds us in 1ts fetters despite our claims
to be Spiritualists, than the inability to realise the Spirituul
Presence as certainly as we do material presences? If we
have to admit that this is the case, it is a tacit admission
that, all said and done, we still regard matter as more sub-
stantial than spirit, and that with all our profession of faith
in the reality and substantiality of spirit we are allowing
materialism still to remain our supreme court of appeal.

The point is well worthy of the special consideration of
Spiritualists, whose interests in the phenomenal are natu-
rally apt to lead them away from the fundamental axiom of
the Spiritualist faith—that spirit is the only reality, and
matter only its manifestation to the sense-organs, and that,
therefore, material phenomena are not the supreme test of
reality, for that is only the descent of the real into the
sphere of the less real. The supreme test is rather the recoz-
nition of the reality of the unmanifested-to-sense, and the

reaasa-tion of its super-substantiality as compared with
matter.

Mrs. Besaxt AT QuERN’s Harn.— Mrs. Besant delivered
the second of Ler series of lectures on “The War and the
Future’’ at the Queen’s Hall on Sunday morning last before
a large and appreciative audience. She spoke on ‘“The War
and its Lessons of Fraternity.”” What was the first lesson
that the great war had to teach us? Surely it was the
great ideal of brotherhood.
usual force and charm, and her remarks were frequently
applauded.

. Mns. WrienT's DrPARTURE.—Mrs. de Crespigny writes :
Mrs. Wriedt is returning to America almost at once. She
much regrets that her visit to England should have been so
short, but her arrival was delayed owing to passport difficul-
ties, and not being at all well, she thinks 1t inadvisable to
face the winter here. Her friends will e glad to hear that
{l{l:zqh«weg :1?; xietmin ltéext April. Duringbher time in London
~Ars. Wriedt has held a surprising number of séanc vi
the usual wonderful rersult,s.p g © o, with

Mrs. Besant spoke with her .

LIGHT.

BISHOP WILB

We occasionally s
ghostly experience, on
80 well known nowada
was related many year

“It happened that
country houses, which
old Roman Catholic family.
late one night into the !
man sitting in a chair,
and passed to a door
disturb himself, and we
I wanted the second wvc
The next day I said to,
your chaplain or librari
Lord ——- replied, ‘Oh,
priest.” I then determined
the same night I went dowz
I observed that it had on a
are you? I am a Bishop
are you here, and what wan

¢ ‘T was a priest in this
confession of one of the lord
it here. Death prevente
waited here watching lest it
you will destroy it unread,
place.’ :

“I swore that I would do
to some old hooks. I took
his head. I took down anotl
at once took it to the firepl:
and burned it. The figure t
face, and disappeared, and,
again.”

AFTER -DEATH CC

By H. A.

This book justifies its title.

with matter of considerable
the experiences have been' ve

" the book is interesting from

no means always the case in-
ments of evidential circumst
tions tend to become wearis:
there is nothing dry about t
by unusual vitality. The
taneous and natural; one :
living personalities, and in
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tion; in some instances the
cator was unknown, only ver

Readers who wish to pret
friends who are halting het
to get this small volume, w
price of half a crown,
gratulated on havirg secured
first volume of the series on |
to issue. If the other vol
level of evidential value they
to the cause.

Unfortunately the design 1
does not convey a true im]f)x
contents. It suggests a It
statement of facts.  But Mr.
appears on the cover as the -
be a sufficient guarantee for
works that the contents are
varnished record of real

* “Evidences of Sii:
cations.” By L. M. B:
Arthur Hill. Kegan Ps

an

RN

{

[October 18, 1919;

sl

PR

RY.

¥

»erforoe's
it is not
ory asit

f the old
ion of an
ent down

| -previous
plain, ur-

NS

Communi-
tion by J.



 October 18, 1919

LIGHT. | it

TO-MORROW'S SOCIETY MEETINGS.

These notices are confined to announcements of meetings on the coming
Sunday, with the addition only of other engagements in the same
weok. They are charged at the rate of 1s. for two lines (Including th®
name of the soclety) and 6d. for every additional line.

Marylebone Spiritualist Association, Ltd., Steinway Hall,
Lower Seymour-street, 1.1, — 6.30, Mr. Krnest Meads.
Qctober 26th, Mrs. E. A. Cannock. .

The London Spiritual Mission, 13, Pembridge Place, V.2,
—11, Mr. G. Prior; 6.30, Mr. .. W. Beard., Wednesday,
October 22nd, 7.30, Mrs. ida Rolleston. ‘

Walthamstow.—342, Hoe-street.—7, Mr. G. Prior, address
and clairvoyance.

Croydon.—-117b, High-street.—11, Mr. P. Scholey; 6.30,
Miss Florence Morse.

Lewisham.—The  Driory, High-street—6.30, Rev.
Susanna Harris.
Peckham.—Lausanne-road.—7, Mrs. A. Jamrach.

Thursday, 8.15, lecture by Miss Ii. Conroy, M.A.
Church of the Spirit, Windsor-road, Denmarl: Hill, S.I.-—
11, Mrs. A. de
hangston-on-Thames.—DBishop’s
6.30. Mr. H. E. Hunt, addvess.
Shepherd’s Bush.—73, Becklow-road.—11, public circle;
7, Mrs. Stenson.  Tuesday, 7.30, lecture on ‘Colours.”’
) ﬁursday 8, Mrs. Brown. -
Battersea.—45, St. John’s Hill, Clapham Junetion.—
11.15, Mrs. Bloodworth; 6, Mr. Maskell.  23rd, 3.15, special
visit of Mr. Percy Street. Come carly. Silver collection.
Brighton.—Athencwum Hall--11.15 and 7, Mr. Rimmer,
addresses and descriptions; 3, Lyceum. Wednesday, 8,
public meeting, Mr. Hulme.
Woolwich and Plumstead.—1, Villas-road, Plumstead.—
3 p.m., Lyceum; 7, Miss Violet Burton, address. Wednes-
day, 8, Mrs. Mary Gordon, address and clairvoyvance.
Peckham.—“The Arlington.”’ Peclham-road, S.F.- -
“The Mission of the Mystics,” 11 am. and 7 p.m.. Mr. W. E.
Lonﬁ_, address and personal messages.
Vimbledon Spiritual Mission, ) and 3,
October 19th,- 6.30, Miss Lind-af-Hageby and Mr. Percy
Street, in the King’s Palace, Wimbledon. Monday,
October zuth, 7.30, Mr. Vout Peters. Wednesday, October
22nd, 7.30, Mrs. Annie Brittain, at Broadway Hall (through
passages between 4 and 5. Broadway), Wimbledon.
Brighton Spivitualist Brotherhood.— Old Steine Tall --
19th, 11.30, special lecture to men and clairvoyance, Mrs.
Harper, of Australia; 7.30, lecture, Professor James Coates.
Monday, 7.15, psychic readings. Tuesday. 3 p.m.. open

ITdl, Thames-street.—

circle.  Thursday. 7.15. questions and clairvoyance. Lyceum
every Sunday at 3 p.m.  Forward Movement sce special
advertisement.

Tar CaMPAIGN AT WimsLEDON. -The second of the special
meetings arranged by the Wimbledon Spiritualist Mission
was held at the King's Palace Picture Theatre, Wimbledon.
on Sunday, the 12th inst., when Mr. Georee Prior and Mr.
Ernest Meads addressed large audiences. Mr. Prior made
use of analogics from the natural science of the organic
kingdoms to show the great trend of purpos¢ which was
revealed in all their manitestations, and then he went on to
show the continuation of ihat purpose in miun on this and in
other spheres, i.e., in the vast kingdoms of spirit, and how
that modern Spiritnalism not oniv more cleavly revealed that
purpose but helped its accomplishinent by conscionsly Tink-
Ing the material with the spivitual.  Mr. Meads dealt with
the antiquity of psyvchic experience. Tt was a successful
and encouraging ineeting.—- 1. A. B. :

ASTROLOGICAL LESSOMNS by
E. JOSEPHINE PURDOM.

A Course of 12 Lessons for £1 s,

LESSONS WILL BE CORRECTED BY TAE TEACHIER THRIUGH Tif POST
These lessons are beautifully arranged, and simply set forth, an! mrea
boon to those who desire to become acquainted with the wysti-
seience of Astrology.

For further particulars apply to—

MRS. PURDOM, ‘‘Blinkbonny,'’ Tudor Hili, Sutton Coldfield,
England.

PHANTASMS OF THE LIVING.

By EDMUND GUBRNEY, M.A., Late Fellow ot Trinity College,
Cambridge, FREDERIC W. H. MYERS, M.A., Late Tellow .of
Trinity College, Cambridge, and FRANK PODMORE, MM.A,

Abridged Edition. Prepared by 35, HENRY SIDGWICK.

‘This book, which has long been out of print and very diificult to obtain,
embodics all the most important part of the earlier work of the Society
for Psychical Rescarch, and in particular much valuable discussion by
its first Hou. Sec., Edmund Gurney. It still forms the basis ou which
present-day work on Telepathy, and cspecially on Apparitions, largely
rests. This new Edition coutains reproductions of the 16 Spnit-
Drawings, and deals among other matter 4n cxlenso with 189 ** Cases,”

Cloth, 520 pages, 16/6 net, post free.
“Liert " Office, 6, Queen Square, Southampton Row, W.C. 1.

Beaurepaire; 6.30, Miss Ellen Conroy, M.A. -

Broadiway . —.

AFTER DEATH.

A PERSONAL NARRATIVE
A New and Enlarged Edition, including Fifteen hitherto
N unpublished .

LETTERS FROM JOLIA
Given by Automatic Writing through W. T. STEAD.

This book has been as light from beyond the grave to many bereaved

ersons, bringing hope and consolation to those who would otherwise

Ea.ve continued to dwell in the shadow of the great darkness of the
valley of death,

ConTENTS : NEW PREFACE BY W. T. STEAD—HoOW I KNOoW
THE DEAD RETURN—To Her Friend —Crossing the Bar, The
Surprises of the New Life,On the Blissof Heaven, On Mourn-
ing for the Dead, The Law of Spiritual Growth—To the
Writer after the Border has been Crossed, Life on the Other
Side, How to Widen the Chinks, The Use and Abuse of
Spirit Communications, The Open Door to the Open Secret,
On Losing and Finding of the Soul, Parting Words, On
Life Here and Hereafter, Last Series 1908 Unfinished
Julia’s Narratives, Appendix, Notes on the Open Door
to the Open Secret, Index, The Companions of the Rosary.

Cloth, xxxvi. & 164 paEe;;._—Priee 8/11 net, post free.

OFFICE Of ‘“LIGHT,” %V QUEEN SQUARE, LONDON
.C. 1.

A COURSE OF

Practical Psuchic Instruction,

Personal Magnetism, Sel-control, and the Development of Cbaracter.
The Art of Mind Reading in Twenty Lessons.

Hypnotism, Mesmerism, Clairvoyance, Suggestive Therapeutics, and
the Sleep Cure. Giving Best Methods of Hypnotising by Masters of
the Science.

Magnetic Healing, The Philosophy of Magnetic Healing, Special
Instructions to the Student, Rules for Development of Magnetic Power,

The Application of Magnetic Healing. ’

Formerly issued at ONB GUINBa, shus compleve course of full practi-
oal Inatructions is now issued in a cheaper form, Well-bound in cloth,
250 pages, with 48 illnssrations, showing clearly the methods used.

Perice 8/- nett, post free.

OFFICE OF LIGHT. 6, QUEEN SQU ARE, LONDON, W.C. 1.

Spiritualist Services are held in LONDON on
Sundays as follews.

AM P.M
“Battersea, 45, Bt. John’s Hill, Clapham
Junction ... vee .. 1130 .. 630
*Brixten, 143a, Stockwell Park Road ... e 70
Camberwell, People’s Church, Windsor
Road, Denmark Hill ... .. 110 .. 630
*Clapham, Reform Club, 8t. Luke’s Road 110 ... 7-0
Crovdon, Gymmasinm Hall, High Street ... 11-0 . 680
*Ealing, 5a, Uxbridge Road, Kaling -
Broadway ... . . 70
Forest Gate, E.I.8.A., Earlham Hall, .
garlham Grove ... .. 10

*Pulham, 12, Lettice Street, Munster Road
Hackney, 240a, Amhurst Road

Harrow, Co-onerative Hoal Masen's Aveaae,

1116 ... 70
.. 70

Waoaldstone .. 6.30
*Kingston, Assembly Rooms, Bishop’s Hall,

Thames Btreet ... ... 880
Lewisham, The Priory, 410, High Street 6-30
*Little Il{ord, Third Avenue Corner, Church

Road ...b d... 830
London Spiritual Mission, 13, Pembridge ‘

Place,plia_vawater, W. ... .. 110 8-30
*Manor Park Spiritual Church, S8hrewsbury
Magor 21 peirituil Shureh, Suowsbl no .. 6.80
Marylchone, Steinway Hall, Lower Seymour-

street, W.1. e 6:30
*Peckham, Lausanne Hall, Lausanne Road 11-830 ... 7-0
*Plaistow, Spiritualists’ Hall, Brssmar Road . 880
*Plumstead, Perseverance Hall, Villas Road e 1.0
Richmond, Castle Assembly Rooms ... e 70
*Btratford, Idmiston Road, Forest Lane... e ¢-0
*Tottenham, ¢ The Chestnuts,” 684, High 70

Road .
*Upper Holloway, Grovedale Hall, Grove-

dale Road ... w. 1116 ... 70
“Wimbledon, 4 and 5, Broadway 8 80

*Lyceum (Spiritualists’ Sundsty.' Boh.dc.)l) at 3 pm



’Practlcal Yoga.

“w  LIGHT.

[Octobe "8, 1919. 1

STANDARD BOOKS SUPPLIED TO ORDER FOR GASH ONLY

Post free from the Office of “Lieat,” 6, /QUEEN SQUARE, SOUTHAMPTON Row. LONDON, W.C. 1, at :
the pnces quoted. Rexmttances ‘must accompany orders, otherwise they canuot be sent.
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An Ex-

n the Threshold of the Unseen.

‘amination of the Phenomena of Spiritualism aud of the Hvi-

demce for Survival after Death. By glt William Barrett, F. RS
Oloth, 3368 pages, 8s.

Ma.n is a Spirit. A Collection of spontaneous
cases of Drea.m, Vision and Ecstuy. By J. Arthur Hill. Cloth,
189 pages, 5s. 5d.

A)

piritualism : Its History, Phenomena and

Doctrine. By J. Arthur Hill. Introduction by 8ir A. Conan
Doyle. Cloth, 270 pages, 8s. *

The Harmonial Philosophy. A Compendium and

b of bhe Works of Andrew Jackson Davis, the American
loth 424 pages, 11s.

he Religion of To-Morrow. By W.J. Colville.

.Cloth, 320 pages, 4s. 11d.

uman Magnetism ; or, How to Hypuotise. A
Practical Handbook for Students of Mesmerism. By Professor

mons, Prewsions ‘and eracles m Modern |
. Times. By E. Howard Grey,D.D.8. Oloth,s&mes,& 8d.

here Two Worlds Meet. Brldcrmc the Gulf

- hetween Matter and Spirit, By Sir Willu.m Ea.rnsln.w Ooopc.
Cloth, 4s. 6d -

Our Life After Death By t.he Rev Arthur
Chambers, Cloth, 4s.11d. - :
ur Self after Death. = By the Rev: Arthur
Chambers. 170 pages, 33. ud. - - .
Hafed Prince of Persia; Hls e in
Earth-Life and Spirit-Life, bemgSpmt Con soeived
through ‘Mr David Dugui Bt the Qlasgow Tranc edian:
With an Appendix oontammg communications fr . Lrﬁlhl

Rulsdal and Steen. 592 L2 -8s.- 6d. post free.

Objectxons to Spiritualism Answered By H. A

Dallas. Boards, 128 pages, 28, 2§d

Telepat.hy, Genuiné and Fraudulent By W
i Wortley Bsggally. Wnth preface by Sir O.. Lodge. clou., ﬁ
pages, 3s. 9d.

James Ooates, With Ten Plates, showing induction of phau:
Hxperimental and Curative. Thu'& Hdition. Cloth, 6s. 6d.

Seemg the [nvisible. Practical Studies in Psy-

chometry, Thought Transference, Telepathy, and Allied Phe-
nomena. By James Coates, Ph.D., F.A S. &;th, 6s. 6d.

Ph tographing the Invisible. Practical Studies
in Spirit Pho phy, Spirit Portraiture and other Rare, but
Allied Phenomena. y James (?

graphs. Cloth, 6 8. Gd.

oates, Ph.D., F.A.S. With 90 photo- -

Mhe Gift of the S irit. Essays by Prentlce
Mulford. Edited by A, B Waise, 40 m.

I Heard a Voice ; or, The Great Explora.txom By |

a King’s Counsel. Spmt Commuaications by automatic wnﬂn(.
through his two young daughters. Cloth, 272 pages, Ts. d.

ur Living Dead. Talks with Unknown Friends.

By B. Katharine Bates. Preface by Géneral Sir Alfced Turner.
Cloth, 160 pages, 2s. 8d. .

My Father. Personal and Spuntual Reminis-
cences. By Esbelle W, Stead. The ‘life of W.'.l' Stead. Oloﬂl,
378 pages, 2s. 9id.

eminiscences. By Alfred Smedley. Includ-

ing an account of Marvellons Spirit Manifestations. 1s.3d.

e Little Pilgrim in the Unseen. By Mrs.
Oliphant. Cloth, 2s. 3d. :

After Death. - New Enlarged Edition of Letters

from Julia, @iven through W. T, Stead. Cloth, 3s. 114d.

Practlcal Psychometry : Its Value and How it

is Mastered. By O Hashnu Hara. 1s. 8d.

A Series of Thoroughly

Practical Lessons upon the Philosophy-and Practice of Yoga with
a ohapter devoted to Persian Magxc -By O Hashnu Han. 1s. 8d.

Practxcal Hypnotism. Teachmcr eighteen differ-

ent methods of inducin, Mesmensm or Hypuotism, By O
Hashnu Hara. 1s. 8d. € e v

he Voices. A Sequel to Glimpses of the Next
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359 pages, 5s. 6d..

Teachmgs of ‘Love. - Tnansmitted' by wntmé :
thro: 'ﬁxd‘M E. Introduction by Ellis T. Powell LL.B;, D So.
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a Hospital Nurse (Joy). 174 pages, 2s. 24d. -
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Phantasms of the Living, By Edmund Gumey, ’
F. W. H. Myers, and F. Podmore. Abridged edition, prepared by
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Speakmg Across the Border Line. Letters from

& Husband in Spirit Life to His Wife on la.rth. Paper ocovers,
28.3d. Art Linen Binding, 3s..4d

Not. Silent, if Dead. " By H. (E[awels) Throagh

the Medmmshtp of Parma. Cloth 3s. 11d.

The Human Aura and the Slgmﬁcance of
Oolonr. By W. J. Colville. 1s, T4d.

Naude’s Book. ‘édited by L Kelway-Bamber
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Splntuahsm A Philosophy of Life. -
H. Evans. Cloth, 76 pages, 1s.2}d.
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There is no Death. By Florence Marryat. Cloth,
265 pages, 2s, 10d )
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Philoso, thy, offering a Scientific and Rational Solution of the-

Problem of Life and Death, By Leon Denis. -Cloth, 4s. 5d.
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he Next Room  Experiences, Visions and
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