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NOTES BY THE WAY.

Most of us, as railway travellers, are familiar with
a little ceremony which takes place on a long journey
at some station at which the train halts. A man walks
along the side of the train ‘‘tapping the wheels’’ to see
that they are sound. Now and again, perhaps to the
surprise of scme of our readers, we admit to these
columns, questions, objections, or, it may even be,
reasoned articies challenging the Spiritualistic position
in some of its essentials.  This is our method of
‘‘tapping the wheels’’ to see that our train is in no
danger of an accident. Incidentally, of course, there
are other good purposes to be served. We aspire that
LigaT shall be utterly fearless, shirking no eriticism,
burking no ‘‘disagreeable fact,”’ but always sure of its
ground. To occupy such a position as this means that
we must be continually on the alert, so that it is as well
that ‘we shall thus be put on our mettle from time to
time. So far, hawever, we have never been troubled
with criticisins or challenges that struck us as really for.
midable. Mostly the objections, when they were worth
considering at all, came from persons who had studied
some part of the subject, and were either ignorant or
neglectful of other sections. Their imperfect knowledge
caused them to blunder. One conclusion we rarely fail
to draw from the discussions that arise on these occasions
is that the man who only knows the facts is usually a
safer guide than the man who, however superior in-
tellectually, is better acquainted with the theories.
Many an unlettered Spiritualist has observed his facts
with a care and accuracy that would make his learned
critics blush—if they only knew ! There is a wide differ-
ence hetween knowing a thing and only knowing about
't‘. * * *

For years we have had to reject and condemn much
matter put forward as spirit communications on the
ground that, aside from the question of its genuineness,
it was wordy and more or less meaningless. A perfectly
sensible idea, perhaps, had got itself clothed in clumsy
and inappropriate words. We observe, in a recent issue
af .the ‘‘Illustrated London News,’’ that Mr. G. K.
Chesterton rather cruelly gibbets a case of this kind. He
selects for analysis some spirit messages quoted in Mr.
Basil King’s article, ‘‘The Abolishing of Death’’ in
““Nash’s Magazine,”’ where the spirit is reported as
saying :—

You make death an impenetrable fog, while it is a mere

golden mist, torn easily aside by the shafts of faith, and
revealing life as not only continuous but as not cut in two
by a great change. I cannot express myself as I wish.
It is more like leaving prison for freedom and happiness.
Not that your present life lacks joy; it is all joy, but yon
have to fight with imperfections. Here we have to struggle
only with lack of development. There is no evil--only
diff’érent degrees of spirit.

G.K.C. takes also the following statement by Mr.
King’s spirit communicator, when asked about sin and
its effect on the sinners who pass over:—

They come over with the evil, as it were, cut out, and

leaving blanks in their souls. These have by degrees to be
filled with good.

» *

Concerning the above passages, Mr. Chesterton ex-
presses himself in caustic terms. He says:—

I will waive the point whether death is a mist, or a fog,
or a front door, or a fire-escape, or any other physical
metaphor; being satisfied with the fact that it is there, and
not to be removed by metaphors. But what amuses me
about the spirit is that for him it is both there and not there.
Death is non-existent, in one sentence, and of the most start-
ling importance six sentences afterwards. The spirit is
positive that our existence is not cut in two by a great
change at the moment of death. But the spirit is equally
posiiive, a little lower down, that the whole of our human
evil is instantly and utterly cut out of us, and all at the
moment of death. ‘

There is much more of this bright and satiric criticism,
and, as far as it goes, it is legitimate—but it goes very
little beyond externals and literary values, and these are
not everything. Some of us can see clearly what the
spirit is trying to say in this case. We cheerfully admit
that, with certain exceptions, we should not care to print
a spirit commurication as a literary contribution, with-
out careful revision. Yet some of us who are fastidious
critics of language may perchance learn a salutary lesson
when from the other side of the way we try to convey to
our friends here some hints of almost incommunicable
experiences in the clear and incisive words we used so
fluently while in the flesh—and fail miserably. ‘I can-
not express myself as I wish,’’ wrote the spirit at whose
message G.K.C. is so much amused. We remember
F.W.H. Myers’ plaint that for him communication with
the earth was like dictating from behind a partition to an
amanuensis who was partly blind, partly deaf and very
stupid. We have to take some account of the difficulties.
A critic can be very smart when he knows a little of the
subject of spirit communication. ~When he knows a
great deal, the smartness somehow evaporates. He be-
comes understanding and sympathetic. In some
matters the heart may be more important than the head.

DECEASE OF DR. MERCIER.

The death of Dr. Mercier, which took place at Bourne-
mouth on the 2nd inst., from pleurisy, leaves a notable gap
in the ranks of medical science. He was an able psychiatrist
and a man of versatile gifts as a writer and speaker. The
“Times,’”’ we note, gives a full account of his career, with
special reference to his brilliant work as an alienist, and we
fully recognise that he served his day and generation well in
all those departmenis of thought which his natural genius
and great learning enabled him to follow. Needless to say,
these did not include the arena of psychical research. His
disquisitions on this subject, although marked br humour
and pungency, revealed notable. defects of knowledge and
sympathy. In fact they often struck us as the very coxcombry
of criticism. A&’ the “Times’”’ remarks, logic was not always
his strong roirt, and “‘in his miscellaneous writings, outside
his own special suhjects, there were occasional faults of reason-
ing.”” However, it would be ungracious to pursue that aspect
of his work. We may leave it with the classical reflection that
no man is wise at all hours, and that in a relatively short
life he did a vast amonunt of valuable work and made his
mark as an authority on his own special subjects. We
salute the passing of a valiant opponent.

Tuat which ends in exhaustion is death, hut the perfect
ending is the endless.—TAGORE.
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GEORGE BORROW AND THE OCCULT.

By HoracE LEAF.

‘When reading the works of George Borrow, it is difficult
not to feel that -he was deeply ‘‘sensitive’’ in the particular
sense in which that term is nsed in connection with psychiecal
research.

The many references in his books to occult powers, and
the incidents that he relates, show an awareness and an
appreciation of the ‘‘hidden side’’ of things, attributable
only to a natural sympathy lying deep within his own nature.
It 1s as rational to suppose that a person of psychic tem-
perament. will respond 1o psychic facts, as that an artist will
respond to art. And as in the latter case it happens irre-
spective of any special training, but by virtue of the in-
herent disposition of the artist, so it may be with the psychic.
The effect is usnally apparent when the person is brought
into contact with the thing he is pre-disposed towards. This
was the case with ‘‘good George Borrow.”

There is, perhaps, one important difference between the
attitude of a natural psychic and a natural artist. Whereas
the artist readilv admits his love of art, the psychic may
deny his love of the occult. Nor need he, in doing this, be
false to himself = He may actually believe he despises the
thing that most strongly appeals to him. He may even
demonstrate his sincerity by making it an ‘“Aunt Sally’’ at
which to hurl his jests and ridienle. The cause of the con-
tradiction is to be found in public opinion. It may be
popular to be artistic, but otherwise to be psychic. This was
certainly the state of affairs during the first half of the
eighteenth century, the period in which George Borrow
i)ublished his engrossing experiences. Hence the reason why
he frequently declared his disbelief in psychic forces.

But an innate quality will manifest itself, especially when
it is one of the dominating characteristics of a personality
so pronounced as Borrow’s. Consequently, often when he
has denied elsewhere the possibility of such strange events as
“‘sorcery’’ and ‘‘second sight,’”’ he unconsciously registers his
conviction that such mysterious forces and faculties exist, en-
abling some people to influence in strange ways their own
destiny and the destiny of others, or to advance into futurity
and describe what shall yet issue from its womb. '

With George Borrow this paradoxical condition was
bound to be unusually marked. He was so decisive in his
views, so thorongh in his nature, that he could hardly be
doubtful on any point. capable of clear exnression. For the
same reasons he could only be half convinced or wholly un-
certain on that which was obscure. Therefore he was a most
uncompromising Protestant, but a very doubtful occultist.

Here, then, lies the reason why he should, when writing
of the Gypsies, among whom he had lived almost as a mem-
ber of the order, and for whom he felt a genuine affection,
declare their claims to sorcery to be preposterous, whilst,
nevertheless, he records instances of their apparent ability to
exercise it. In “The Zincali,”” we read of Chaléco Valde-
gena, the Gypsy soldier, who, being ignominiously disarmed

y Borrow’s Basque servant, said after a while, looking stead-
fastly into the servant’s face: ‘“My good fellow, I am a
Gypsy and can read baii (fortune). Do you know where you
will be this time to-morrow.”” “Then, laughing like a hyena,
he departed, and I never saw him again. On the morrow, at
ithe time staled, Francisco was on his death-bed.”’

Tivents of this kind frequently perplexed Borrow, who
had quite a numbher of them happen to him. Nor does he
appear to have. doubted them, even when their accuracy
rested upon the testimony of others. Antonio, his remark-
able Greek servant, to whom he was indebted for much as-
gistance in his wanderings and distribution of the Bible in
Spain, more than once proved his ability to forsee things.
Thus, he foretold the sad fate of the strange Swiss, Benedict
Moll, obsessed with the desire to unearth a hidden treasure.

¢ ¢A strange man is this Benedict!’ >’ said Antonio to his
master one morning; ‘‘ ¢ a strange man, mon maitre, is this
same Benedict. A strange life has he led, and a strange
death he will die—-it is written on his countenance.’ ”’

Benedict Moll, as he once assured Borrow he would,
sprang fiom the direst poverty to comparative riches and
power, in the effort to appease his passion for the ‘‘hidden
treasure.’”” Tor a brief moment he became the cynosurve of
an important town’ in Spain; the next he was flung into a
terrible prison, amidst the execration of thousands who would
have gladly torn him limb from limb. Removed from that
prison, ‘‘he disappeared on the road,” to use the ominous
;vc;;ds of Borrow’s friend, who informed him of the old man’s

ate.

No wonder Borrow accepted the assertion of Antonio that
he had in_a dream been informed of Borrow’s entry into
Madrid. Regarding this, Borrow says:—

¢“A singular incident befell me immediately after my
arrival. On entering the arch of the posado, called La
Reyna, where I imtended to put up, I found myself en-
circled in a person’s arms, and, on turning round in amaze-
ment., beheld my Greek servant, Antonio. He was hag-
gard and ill-dressed, and his eyes seemed starting from their
sockets As soon as we were alone he informed me that
gsince my departure he had undergone great misery and
destitution, having, during the whole period, been unable
to find a master in need of his services, so that he was

[September 18,1919,

brought nearly to the verge _that on
the night preceding my arriv in which
he saw me, mounted on a bla the gate
of the posado, and that on th: en wait-
ing there during the greater [ do net
pretend to offer an opinion arrative,

which is beyond the reach of hall con-

tent myself with observing duals in
Madrid were aware of my ar

After the tragic departure Berners
from Mumpers Dingle, Borro ns were
somewhat appeased by the assu end, Mr.
Pentulengro, that they two v for each
other, because Borrow was de traveller
in another direction to that ta arophecy
was literally fulfilled.

Borrow’s personal sensiti: p;mrent.
On one occasion he had a pre: of Tsopel
unexpectedly to the Dingle hing for
her comfort, although she ar | hour of
the night. = A still more in when he
was standing ‘“‘on the castle f horses.
There was no reason for him 3 anyone
he knew, whilst his whole a 1ve been
riveted upon the interesting e, Ho
writes : —

Now all this time I had a 58 that I
had been the object of some pe shat eyes

were fastened on me from som. . Some-

times I thought myself' watcl ymetimes
from behind; and nceasionally if T just
turned my head to the right or meet 3
peering and inquiring glance; and twice, [
did turn, expecting to see som tew, yet

always without success; though o that I

was but a moment too late, a: had just
slipped away from the direction like the
ficure in a magic lantern.. Once of o pair
of eyes glaring over my right sh on, how-
ever, was so fully occupied witl have at-
tempted to describe, that I thou his com-
ing and going, this flitting and d ot whom
or what.

Abcut this time three Gypsies o sugh the
crowd and gave an exhibition of t} Jrseman-
ship; a fourth, starting forward i Borrovw,
went up and whispered to the mos riders as
they were about to gallop away, e is atten-
tion to Borrow. After they had rure who
had whispered to the rider, went ith a ery
of recognition. He was a Gypsy 1 met in a
country lane under singular circv rears be-
fore, when both were mere boys lked how
strange it was that the Gypsy sh 1im, and
that but tor the peculiar nature o ould not
have recognised Lim. :

““Not o strange as you think, b o Gypsy,
““there is something in your face ﬁrerqnt
people from forgetting you, even t zht wish
it; and your face is not much alte iime you
wot of, though you have so much ought it
was you, but to make sure I dodgec ing you.
I believe vou felt me, though I neve: ; o sign,
brother, that we are akin, that we a1 two rela-
tions. Your blood beat when mine w 1ine does
at the coming of a brother; we bec in that
lane.” )

Owing, apparently, to the swarthy Borrow’s
countenance, the (iypsies were in the hal g him as
one of themselves. It was obvious that .tulenir.o
—-for this was the same gypsy who later w of his
future travels—believed that he could ow’s Te-
lationship to himself and his race in a mu atle way.

(To be continued.)

PRAYER AND COMMUNION.

Ella Wheeler Wilcox continues with earnest persistence
to keep before her readers the possibility of soul communion
between the two spheres of being and to enforce it with the
expression of her cwn firm assurance. Ina poem on ‘‘Prayer’
in the August ‘“Nash’s,”’ she writes: —

Like incense from a censer, praye:
Up from your heart and penetrate
But fervent love and unremitting -
Will huild ascending pathways, st:
From earth to God’s fair regions. or
Between you and your dead shall
To close no more. -
No more shall they seem distant

. To be unable to have done with an e
tinuallv opening old wounds and walloy
tion—these are the signs of decadence,—NIETzSCRE,

o be cor-
deprecia-
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THE TRUB PLACE OF TELEPATHY.

A RerLy To D2, HysLop.

Edyth Hinkles writes:—

May I be allowed a few lines to clear up what seems from
a quotation in LigHT (p. 273) to be a misunderstanding by
Dr. Hyslop of an article of mine in the ‘‘Nineteenth
Century” tor May.
~ “It is evident,” he says, that I have ‘‘no patience with
Telepathy.”” 'That this is a mistake I think the following
extract from the article in question will show :—

“The same psychic faculty which we now recognise beyond
doubt to be the medium of most amazing telepathic feats
cetween the living, may also, on the assumption of an
actually existent spiritual nniverse, be the channel of com-
munication between the discarnate and the incarnate; the
Unconscious may, in short, be the organ of telepathic
facli](fs}'”between unseens of both orders, spirits in both
worlds.

With regard to what follows in the quotation from Dr.
Hyslop, surely, if as he says, ‘“‘we know consciousness with
the living as a cause,’’ it is no far ery to consider transference
of consciousness, or telepathy, also as a cause; neither, from
one point of view, is a real cause, but a phenomenon; from
another point of view both are causes.

1 think the higher Spiritualism will not be advanced in
the most permanent and satisfactory way until the diffi-
culties raised in the article by ‘“An Unconventional Sitter®’
(p. 200) are allowed their real weight, and it was largely
to meet such a position that the article of last May was
written. There are thousands of desolate hearts who would
joyfully give all they possess, or ever could possess on earth,
over and over again to be guite certain that the communica-
tions received thorongh sensitives are in truth messages from
the son or husband beyond the Veil and not the reading by
the psychic of their own undying memories and unquenchable
hopes. These people must not. be confounded with ignorant,
prejudiced or captious critics, for they are profoundly differ-
ent froin those. Many of them, who have been for years the
most ardent. and thorough siudents of the subject, can still do
no more than “speak to each other softly of a hope.”

I do not think that those who have seriously studied the
strange intricacies of modern psychology—till recently an
infant science—and the baffling and mysterious phenomena
which meet us in the investigation of psychometry will
deny that both of these greatly complicate the issue, and I
am snre Dr. Hyslop will agree with me here. Hence my
effort to show that ‘in human experienco apparently
identical phenomena are often found to have different and
even contrasted causes.’”’ It certainly did not occur to me
that I could be supposed to ‘have no patience with
Telepathy.”’ :

REALITY OF SPIRIT CONTROL.

(. D. writes anent the article on this subject on p. 280:—

The conclusions of ‘““An Unconventional Sitter’” are
clearly the result of a good deal of theory combined with
very little practice. He should know that though utter-
ances may sometimes be assumed to be of spirit origin which
are really due to auto-suggestion, yet the reality of spirit
control has been demonstrated over and over again in the
presence of persons familiar with the phenomena _of
bypnotism.  Therefore it is very necessary ‘‘to go outside
the medium for an explanation of spirit control.””

“An Unconventional Sitter’ says it is difficult in the
case of spirit control to determine what belongs to the
ordinary or everyday mind, and what to the spirit mind or
intelligence. Of course it is difficult. But it is not
mmpossible, and those of us who have made a ﬁractlpal study
of ‘the matter have been able to determine the point many
times. Why, our whole literature, including Li¢HT, teems
with cases in which the reality of spirit control has been
determined beyond all peradventure. Where has ‘‘Uncon-
ventional Sitter’’ been living all the time? Tt is to be
presumed, although it seems doubtful, that he knows
sufficient of the subject of which he writes to be aware that
the process of control from the spirit side is, precisely that
of hypnotism and suggestion.. “Unconventional Sitter’s’’
argument reminds one of the attempt of the very stupid
sceptic to dispose of spirit communication hy the theory of
telepathy, the very process by which the communications are
received. If someone inquires whether spirit control is
not really hypnotism, our reply must be, “Yes, of course it
is,”’ addiug’, perhaps, the proverbial counter-question, “What
about it?’ Doubtless the fertile source of much of this
perplexity and_muddled reasoning arises from the average
inquirer regarding spirits as (if existent at all) a different
orﬂer‘of beings, instead of men and women, differing from
us in little except that they are living without our outer

integuments.

It is a mistake to argue with the people you love. Right
or wrong, they annoy you equally.—BvsiL CAMPBELL LETH-
BRIDGE. .

LIGHT.

~ champion pugilist.
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“PASSING THE_'FLUENCE” OVER
A BOXER.

How Carrentier Trains oN HypNoTisM.

We_know that brute strength is not enough io make a
) He must, in addition, possess that
sense of ring-craft which is termed ‘‘science.”” TFew, how-
ever, supposed that agencies strangely akin to the occult
could be brought into pla.{. Yet such seems to be the case
if we arc to take seriously the vivid story of his training
methods, contributed to the August number of ‘‘Pearson’s
Magazine’ by Georges Carpentier, the present champion
boxer of Lurope, t may well be that Carpentier himself
does not realise how he is, apparently, employing, if n6t
Nature’s finer forces, at least some of her potent but less
understood powers. Here is a significant statement : —

“The moment I agree to fight this or that man,”’ he
writes, ‘I endeavour as far as possible to take hold of my
prospective opponent, and from the first day I enter into
training I have him always in front of me.”

Of course these words can bear quite a simple, ordinary
meaning, but taken in conjunction with the rest of
Carpentier’s account they are capable of a deeper sense. It
is worth noting, in this connection, that one of his closest
friends, with whom he often spars, is the Belgian mystic,
Maurice Maeterlinck.

Here epitomised, is Carpentier’s very curious story :—

Tue SovL or A BoxEeR.

“When I am training, I give myself up wholly and com-
pletely to Descamps, who is my manager. My independence,
my very being I surrender; my soul is not my own.

“It is a fact, that when I get into the ring I feel no
excitability, and so far as I vemember no apprehension. May
I tell you way?

“The ve y first day I go into training, Descamps, who,
in less prosperous days was, among other things, a dabbler
in hypnotism, will come to me, and though he laughs his
laugh of outrageous whimsicality, he is at the bottom
intensely serious, and he will say,

“ ‘Georges, mon ami, I take from you all save your fight-
ing spirit, all but that I now cause to pass into me, the
Professor Descamps of your childhood. = I have all your
cares, your troubles.. I mesmerise you. So ——’

“And with an uncanny wave of his arms, he ‘passes the
‘luence’ over me just as he did in the lean times of my
childhood when he put me in a ‘trance,” and I did thought-
reading for the amusement and edification of countryside
yokels at little cafés for a few sous in the hat.

“The house of I'rancois Descamps. stands in its own
grounds.  On the lawn that skirts the side of it is my
gymnasium, a_structure made so that I am always in the
open. Here I box and skip, and every afternoon with my
manager as referee and timei{eoper I conjure up before me
the man I am to fight. .

«And I fight him with all my might, and in every conceiv-
able way.”

Ividently Beckett, the English champion, will have ta
meet an opponent who fights with far more than his fists.
L. C.

DR. INGRAM ON THE AFTER-LIFE.

[A paragraph in our ‘‘Lighthouse’” columns explains the
publication of the following extract.]

The Bishop of London, preaching at St. Lawrence, Jewry,
1.C., on January 28th, 1911, to the Commercial Travellers’
Christian Association said:--

“There was no subject on which Christians were so much
mistaken as on that of death. Death was mistaken for the
pain which preceded it. Being born into another world was
probably like heing born into this.  The supposed horror of
death was founded on nothing more than a delusion. Death
was an incident, which took place in a continuous life, and the
idea that the spirit slept after death was a complete delusion.
There were six things revealed to us about the life after
Ueath : —-

“That the man-was the same man five minutes after death
as five minutes hefore it, except that he had passed through
one moro experience in life;

“That his character would grow ;

“Phat he had memory; o

“That he would be with Christ in Paradise;

“That there would be a mutual recognition, and

“PThat he would still have a great interest in the world he
had left.”

Wi, Mrs. (or Miss?) Mary Moore who sends an article
for our columns kindly furnish us with her address?

“Jous was uttering a profound truth when he remarked
that ‘the thing I feared is come upon me,’ and over and over
again his experience is being duplicated to-day. We fear the
infection, the fear lowers the body-tone and resisting power,
and lo! the thing that we feared is come upon us.”’—¢‘8elf
Training,”’ by H. Ernest HuNT.
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NOTES BY THE WAY.
London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd.,

6. QUEEN SQUARE, SOUTHAMPTON ‘ROW, W.(C.1.

The Alliance possesses the largest Library in existence of occuit.
mystical, and psychical books. Members’ annual subscription £1 1s.
For prosoectus, syllabus of tings. cl &c., apply to the
Secretary.

CONCERNING SEVERAL THINGS.

In a leading article entitled ‘‘The Why and the
Wherefore,”” we dealt some considerable time ago with
a few of the simpler problems which beset the mind..of
the average inquirer. This time we propose to take a
few of the difficulties which trouble minds rather more
advanced in their studies, and which are more or less
*‘questions in the air:’’- There is only space to touch
the fringes of them, but we may hope to treat
suggestively things to which it is impossible to give
exhaustive treatment.

First, then, let us take the telepathic theory in one

of its many forms. Here is a seasoned inquirer (we"

have met examples in point) who, having consulted a
medium, is told a number of perfectly true things: of
which the medium could not have obtained knowledge
by any normal means. ‘“‘But,’’ says our inquirer, *‘/
knew these things; therefore the medium read my
mind.”” Now we do not deny for a moment the possi-
bility of thought-transference. ~ We even admit- that
the inferior types of medium appear to give as spirit
communications a good deal of thought-transference
from the sitter mixed with psychometrically-derived
information. But this theory that all the facts known
to a sitter and recited to him by a medium are
necessarily thought-transference breaks down the
moment we start seriously thinking about it. A spirit
communicator who wishes to identify himself to a friend
must needs recall facts known to that friend, but un-
known to the medium. If every time he does this, his
efforts are put down to telepathy on the part of the
medium, an avenue that might lead to valuable know-
ledge is closed by a misleading word. ‘‘But,”’ says
the inquirer, “he should give me information not in my
mind. Then there would be no question of telepathy.”
Would there not, indeed? Our inquirer knows little
of ‘the resources of that wonderful word. The root-and-
branch telepathic theorist would claim that all the
information in the human mind anywhere in the world
has first to be exhausted before his theory can be set
aside.  Nay, if a faet is disclosed and afterwards
verified, all those who knew the fact being dead, the
telepathic theorist has still some cards in hand. It is
‘‘deferred telepathy,’”” he will tell you. The thought
has remained somewhere (in the air presumably!) and
the medium has ‘‘picked it up.”” Drive him from that
position (if you can) and he falls back triumphantly on
a.large and shining hypethesis—the world-soul, a cosmic
reservoir of human memories, from which the gifted
psychic may pick sufficient material to create the
impression that he is actually in touch with some
departed human being who in life made his contribution
to the memory-fund.

At this point . the argument becomes in its way
amusing. We have met it in several forms; we are
always meeting it.  Of some people it has been said
that they cannot see the wood for the trees. Of others
we might say that they cannot see the trees for the wood.
In short, we are -confronted with our-old friends, the
Universal and the Particular. If the theorist thought a
little more deeply he would see that the existence of a
cosmic reservoir of memories, which we do not dispute,
does not in any way invalidate the idea of individual
minds and memories ; ante-mortem and post-mortem.
Some of our transcendental thinkers are impatient of
the idea of individual spirit existence because it savours
of “‘egotism.””  And, to put it vulgarly, they ‘‘plump”’
for the Universal. We plead for a balanced view, the
go'den mean between two extremes of idea.

~ As to the telepathic theory in
better at this point than quote th
ablest of practical psychic iny
Hyslop:— :
The evidence for télepathy is
that for the existence of spirits a:

. them, aiid thé evidence of telekin

without contact] is not one thous:
as that for spirit communicatic
respectable to believe in such t
surinised that they either do away
involve any credulity to believe in

One is inclined ab times to get
the theorists because, not to put
it is so obvious that their fine-sp
are not so much the offspring of
plain, blank intellectual cowardi
of spirit existence many an unle
could teach the learned psychic
it is a human and not simply a s
second, because the unlearned
recognise a fact than are those wk
blurred with abstract ideas. V
noticing that the sheep lay on the
observed that if he were a sheep
sheltered side, the shepherd repli
if you were a sheep you’d have mi
matters of fact in daily life and 1i
trust the judgment of the man in
professor in the study. He would

In conclusion, a word on some
communieation which involve our
caste and colour.  The higher we
evolution the clearer it becomes that
of association is sympathy. It is
codes and custems of rank and re
we hear much absurd talk concerr
great and wise minds of the next -
whom they were not likely to frat
as well not to forget that there are
those which on earth appear to for
association. - An- American visitor to
vears before the war, expressed his
meeting between a village squire ant
was so much patronage on the one
servility on the other. ‘‘In my
American, ‘‘it would have been ‘E
one side, and ‘Mornin’, Jim’ on the
reason to believe that the world be;

than America, and, in the best sense of

more democratic.

THE DANGERS OF CRED

Spiritualism and Christian Science, anc
Theosophy, are no negligible or despicable
those whose belief in one or other of then
all the more reason to pray to be saved :
For no cause suffers from anything more
its own well-meaning but ill-disciplined
acclaim anything and everything that ag
normal as being the direct product of the
human powers. A ghost story is to the
vival, beside which the consensus gentium
of religion or philosophy sink into insign

who can be found neither in the Bible, nor

in the social order, nor the slow evolution
the mind of man, is rediscovered in the

trance medium. In this way disservice
range of phenomena which covers some of

problems of psychology and the nature of 1
What comes as a revelation must be contin
system of our knowledge which is foundec
gained by normal means.—¢‘Visions,”’ a se
Coss. :

A BUREAU FOR INQUI

To meet the present great demand
matters relating to Spiritualism, there
in connection with the London
an Inquiry Bureau, of which Mr. Perc
consented to take charge as Honorary
attends at the offices of the Allian
on Tuesday afternoons from three to
evenings from five to seven, to meet i
information and advice. :

(September 18, 1919.
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FROM THE LIGHTHOUSE WINDOW.

Mrs. Etta Wriedt, the wonderful Direct Voice medium,
arrived in England in the early part of this week. The pre-
sent is Mrs. Wriedt’s fourth visit to this country.

. Mr. W. T. Stead was responsible for Mrs. Wriedt’s first
visit. Early in 1911 he wrote to Admiral Usborne Moore
in America asking him to recommend a suitable psychic for
““Julia’s Bureau.” Admiral Moore mentioned Mrs. Wriedt,
f Detroit, as the very person of all others for the purpose
Mr. Stead desired to achieve, and at Mr. Stead’s invitation
she came to England, staying for two and a half months.
Her subsequent visits were in 1912 and 1913.

We are asked to state that Mrs. Wriedt has not yet been
able to obtain suitable quarters, and until this is done she
will be unable ‘o see friends.

So the mystery of the oil showers at the Rectory at
Swanton Novers has been “‘solved’”’— and bi a conjuror. The
young girl, it is stated, was discovered throwing a cup of
water on the ceiling, and confessed the whole matter.

The disciples of sturdy common sense will now smile more
blandly than ever at those deluded folk who were inclined to
suspect some poltergeist agency. But the latter might
retort that on cne occasion of stone-throwing phenomena a
boy was discovered throwing the stones, and yet during the
manifestations rocks were hurled that no boy or man could
lift. In the case at Norfolk the Rector is reported to have
said that ‘‘the stuff came from the ceilin%; in gallons,” and
to have added, ‘‘we were practically flooded out.”” However,
we_know nothing of the faets, and can therefore offer no
opinion.

[ ] * [ ] °

Sir Sydney Olivier, we note, wrote to ‘‘The Times’’ offer-
ing the suggestion that the manifestations had all the
characteristics of ?oltergelst phenomena. This theory was
supported by the following letter to ‘“‘The Times’’ from the
Rev. H. P. Bryan, who wrote from Askerswell Rectory,
Dorchester. He said: ‘““The ‘mystery’ house at Swanton
Novers is my old home, which I well remember being built
nba:-sl'i 60 years ago. Similar phenomena occurred in this
parish, but with this differénce, that the showers were not
of oil but of stones, and they came not in the day but in the
night.  People came from a distance to witness these
mysteries, attributed to supernatural forces, immense pieces
of rock being hurled from one room to anotfler, and all sup-
posed to come from the ceiling. They ceased altogether, how-
ever, when an hysterical girl left the house for another, which
was soon found to be on fire.” .

- - * -

Commenting cn Mr. Whately Smith’s paper on Dr. Craw-
ford’s experiments, already noticed by us (p. 265), the ‘“West-
minster Gazette’’ remarks, ‘‘We appear now to be within
measurable distance of establishing the existence of some
force, hitherto unrecognised by science, by which a quasi-
material substance, capable of acting upon matter, is pro-
jected at will from a human body, and again at will
withdrawn.”’

* - - - -

“Our opinions concerning the nature both of the physical
and of the mental world in which we live,” the ‘‘Westminster’’
continues, ‘‘have undergone profound modifications in recent
years. It may be that a further modification will be necess-
ary to cover such phenomena as Dr. Crawford sets hefore us.
If the result should be that further light is thrown on the
relations of mind and matter an important advance will have

been made.”’
L ] L ] [ ] L 2

The innocent tambourine has excited the ire of many
commentators on spirit phenomena. Now we find the ‘‘West-
minster”’ having a tilt at the table. It says: ‘“In reading
Mr. Whately Smith’s report one asks oneself whether observa-
tion would not be facilitated by more exact and more specially
contrived scientific apparatus. Why, for example should the
levitating force be directed upon a table? Is not this a relic
of the old, unscientific tradition in which tables played a part
chiefly because they were a convenient article of furniture
vhich every potentially “spirit-rapping’’ household possessed ?
From the laboratory standpoint the table has obvious defects,
not the least of which is the heavy shadow it casts below.”

But why is not a table as satisfactory an object for levita-
tion as any other? The fact of its casting a shadow has no
relevance, because Dr. Crawford’s experiments have been
carried out in full light. Sir William Crookes devised a
delicate, scientific instrument with which he successfully
tested the powers of D. D. Home. With what result? Those
who were ready to be convinced were convinced; those who
doubted, continued to doubt. At the same time we note
with pleasure the sane tone of the comments in the ‘‘West-~
minster Gazette.”’ It is not the first time that this journal
has published enlightened views on psychic subjects.

LIGHT.
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“God make the world one State’” was the anthem with
which the International Conference on Labour and Religion,
at Browning Hall, Walworth, on September 5th brought its
labours to a close. o

* * * *

In the course of a statement drawn up by the Conference,
for issue to friends and adherents of the Labour movement
throughout the world, was this very striking pronounce-
ment : ‘‘An unquenchable faith in the future, a certainty (de-
rived not from experience) of the coming of a higher and
better social order, a conviction rooted in a sphere above and
beyond the material sphere.”

- L 2 L ] L ]

The Bishop of London, it will be remembered, in an ad-
dress in Hyde Park on Sunday, July 27th, said that those who
had passed over were the same five minutes after death as
they were before. Dr. Ingram is evidently consistent, be-
cause, speaking in London in 1911, he expressed the same
view at greater length, and in almost identical words. Look-
ing through Mrs. Mary Davies’ interesting book, ‘“My
Psychic Recollections’ (published 1912), we found the Bishup
of London’s remarks quoted on pp. 169-170. We repro-
duce them clsewhere in this issue.

A correspondent in ‘‘Common Sense,”’” who objects to Mr.
Jerome K. Jerome taking Spiritualism seriously, holds that
it is lmgosslb.le to persuade & convinced Spiritualist of his
error. To this complimentary testimony from an opponent
Mr. Jerome K. Jerome adds: ‘“There I agree with him. I
am thinking of the still doubtful.”

L] L] [ ] L]

. The reason for the firm faith of the convinced Spiritualist
is splendidly expressed in those brave words of Gerald Mas-
sey: ‘“My faith in our future life is founded upon realities
of my own personal experience. Tliese faets have given me
the lY’rOOf palpable that our very own human identity and
intelligence do persist after the blind of darkness has been
drawn_down in death. The Spiritualist who has plumbed
the void of death, as I have, has established a faith that can
neither he undermined nor overthrown.”

The italics are ours. The words quoted are from the Pre-
face 10 “My Lyrical Life,”’ the last edition of Gerald Mas-
sey’s poetical works. ~Those who have not read his golden
little book, ‘‘Concerning Spiritualism,’”’ written more than
forty years ago, should do so. It is out of print, but is in
the Alliance library.

- - L] L 2

The Rev. Harold Anson, in an address at St. Martin-in-
the-Fields on September 5th, spoke on the power of religion
in the restoration of bodily health. He referred to healin,
results achieved by means of Christian Science, and stat:
that he raw no reason why similar results should not be
obtained in the Church of England. .

- » - -

. The Vicar of 8t. Martin’s, Mr. Anson added, would allow
him to speak on Fridays during September on the subject,
and in Qctober to hold a speciai service at which the con-
gregation, on behalf of thomselves or others, could make
special supplication for the healing of the bod’y.

[ ] L ] [ ] [ ]

“Last Letters froin the Living Dead Man’’ has been
published in America by Klsa Barker, whose former volumes,
“Letters from a Living Dead Man,’”’ and ‘War Letters from
a Living Dead Man,’’ will be remembered. The present book
consists of a series of communications from Judge Hatch, re-
ceived between Fehruary, 1917, and February, 1918.

There are thirty-one letters, forming (says the ‘‘Pro-
gressive Thinker,’’ of Chicago? an organic discussion of the
problems confronting the world, and, particularly America.
Speaking of ‘‘The Aquarian -Age,”” Judge Hatch says:
“There will be much rebellion in the beginning. Things
are not. as stable as they seemed four years ago.” (The
letter is dated February 2nd, 1918.) ‘‘The war has proved
that they were not really stable The wave of psychic re-
search that is now sweeping across the world will wear thin
the veil between the visible and the invisible. More and more
men and women will live in two worlds at the same time;
for the two worlds occupy the same space, and their differ-
ences are differences of consciousness, of viioration, the latter
including a difference in states of matter.”’

- L [ ] L ]

The Secretary of the British and Foreign Bible Society
at Kobe reports (says ‘“The Times’’) that another new doctrino
of life has arisen in Japan. It calls itself the ‘‘Great Spirit
Way Belief,”” and has obtained considerable notice in the
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Press. Tt is philosophical and mystical, and claims unlimited
beneficent influence over -mind and body. It professes to
unite, conl:au.li and be superior to all other rgiigions and

systems of philozophy.

* * ‘* *

Bighteen volumes give in detail the principles of the
system. lhe entrance fee for membership is three yen (6s.),
and the association fee 1s 12 yen (£1 4s.). For a week’s
spiritual treatment—which is considered a sufficient period
of time to cnre any disease—the fee is five yen (10s.).” Cor-
respondence courses are given; and, when certain examina-
tions- have been successfully passed and theses written,
diplomas from keadquarters are granted. An evangelistic
band of 12 members has been founded. Headquarters for the
cult has been established in Tokyo, where daily lectures are
given and spiritual healing is practised. World evangeliza-
tion is aimed at.

“SIGNS AND WONDERS” AND THE
INMOST LIGH?.

SoME More Hints T0 INQUIRERS.

. In the excellent ‘“Hints to Inquirers’’ in Li¢at (p. 188), it
is written, ‘“We must see for ourselves the conclusions to

which our facts point. No one can see them for us. If we .

weakly surrender our own judgment to that of others we shall
be led ¢ to confusion and to doubt.” ”’

While we may, and to a great extent must, go to others
for facts, still our conclusions should be our own. But many
Spiritualists prefer to reverse this order, and while per-
petually secking new phenomena never pause to think cue
the significance of those they have already received. It is
to such persons that A. J. Davis refers in {\is ‘“‘Penetralia,’’
page 240, ‘‘How many insincere persons there are who bring
merely their perceptive faculties to bear upon the sublimest
questions !’ recalling the text ‘‘Now the natural map
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; for they are

foolishness unto him; and he cannot know fhem, Decause

they are spiritually judged.”

As a type of what a Spiritualist séance should aim to
become, we may with advantage study the original Pentecostal
circle held by the apostles, ‘‘together with certain women,”’
in an upper chamber, free from disturbance. The essentiat
difference between this first gathering and the average circle
of - to-day lies, no doubt, in the mental attitude of the mem-
‘bers.  In the former case they assembled with a purery
spiritual intent, and ‘‘with one accord continued steadfastly
in prayer’’ ; whereas to-day, although a séance may open with
prayer, still the main object in view is to procure convincing
phenomena.  Seeking the highest, they mot only achieved
what they sought, but received also many objective evidences
of spirit power ; whereas to-day our search after ‘‘tests’’ and
for something striking, to re-convince ourselves, leads too
often ‘‘to contusion and to doubt.” Not that objective evi-
dence, rightly considered, is to be condemned—when it is
regarded as a lure to catch the attention of the material
intellect and draw it into contemplation of spiritual truths.
In fact, it is not long before we find Peter and John, and
‘‘their own company,’”’ praying ‘‘that signs and wonders may
be dore through the name of thy holy Servant Jesus.”’ But
the apostles did not seek phenomena in order to bolster their
own faith, rather it was their faith that produced the phe-
nomena ; and {)erhaps the prayer itself may be regarded more
as an acknowledgment than as a request, seeing that signs
and wonders had already been showered upon them unsought.

It is mterestini to observe that the effects produced upon
2 mixed audience by the signs_and wonders were very much
the same in kind as those with which we are familiar, while
“Jews, devout memn, from every nation under heaven,’’ were

amazed and marvelied, ‘‘others mocking said, They are filled -

with new wine.” So to-day, while men devoted to the study
of truth in any form take notice and are amazed, the others
mock with easy and ribald jest. Thero are those among the
orthodox of various churches who assert that our spiritualistic
gifts are none other than the magical gifts of Simon Magus,
whom Peter rebuked because he ‘‘thought to obtain the gift
of God with money’’—doubtless because of the higher phe-
nomena which come with the Holy Spirit. It is true that
the term ‘‘Spiritualism” is applied to phenomena of both
kinds, and it behoves us to distinguish between them, and
ever to seek contact with the highest spirits, who dispense
help and healing to mankind, rather than be satisfied with
the lower and ‘more material spirits who'pander to man’s
curiosity. . :

It would be well for us to learn from Peter’s rebuke the
true way of obtaining ‘‘the gift of God,’’ even though we may
not be tempted, by the spiritual gifts of any of St. Peter’s
successors, to repeat the sin of Simon. Aind in these days
of physical science even the wonders of genuine magic serve
a useful purpose, in combating the crudest form of material-
ism, and in forcing closed minds to entertain the idea of
spirit influence—if only as an open question. The Pentecostal
outpouring of spirit forces, confined to a few people ‘‘of one
hcart and soul,”” and to one place, came with extraordinary
intensity ; to-day our spirit influence, extensive as humanity

itself, is corresivondingly we
prophecy of Joel as in course

been taught in a dream that

the Spirit, assifredly we, to-t

take the same message as in

of the world perhaps, but, as
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arrest of Peter and John, Lec:
mortem appearances of J’esus e
the dead; but en this ocecasion
vight’s detention ‘‘because of tl
a hope that even so, to-day, the
treatment for our mediums. W
pected that our judges, to whom
little more than a ‘‘deposition,”
acquaintance with the characteris
knowledge of the fundamental law
attracts like’’—is essential to the
ship. "When a fool with a lie on
medium, if the medium be genui
probability, get folly and deception.
medium were really a cunning rogue
the guise of mediumship, he, or she,
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working in his case. In short, the
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detective. ’

Tor a good illustration of this
that instructive and palpably hon
voses,’’ by Margaret Cameron, wh
}mw confusion arose when a friend
to an entirely imaginary situat:
afterward explained.” This led -
K., to lay down a rule that ‘“The
the messenger’s only protect
force . . . . absolute sincerity
to tho maintenance of a connection
in these interviews.” It is notic
innocent deception, ‘‘upon mispris:
again’’—it seems somehow to have I

Thus we see that Spiritualism
make it. It pays us back in kind :
ovidence to faith, suspicion to doul
and yet we often think that we are t
when it reflects our soul, we do not
Just as, in everyday life, when we see
exteriorised to us In another persor
declaim against them. Beware the
vective — whether against manki
mediums! Perhaps in the spirit w
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people who display before our eyes
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Seattle, Washington, U.S.A.
August 7th, 1919.

- FORMS SEEN IN A HOME

A lady, whose contributions to ow
many and welcome, sends us part of a 1
from her brother. in New Zealand
entirely reliable and a keen critic. He
ful experiences of himself and his wife
at home:—

Meg and I sit regularly twice a 1
distinctly see etherial spirit forms.
full of them, so many that though
forms frequently, stiil, as one ca
once we each often see forms that
They come and go quickly, as a ru
stationary in front of us for a w
more and more distinct, and I expe
sitting here long_enou h (I mean i
another town and break up the condi
established) they may bécome solid'
cannot yet distinguish features, but
ing distinctive. Emmie’s petite figu
sure we have, seen, and one evening 1
ing her forehead. )

. It is a most beautiful experience.
lovely, containing in themselves, as it
to describe), a, soft etherial light. 1T
flowing .white drapery which seems as if
of the head and falling in showers of
side of the face and over the shoulders,
the waist.

No ono ever sits with us, nor wi™ °

until we get into comnunication wi

their consent. It is to us a deeg
commence with the Lord’s Prayer, a:
I can from my heart. ~We then
hymns. At the close Meg says a
may be in my mind to the spirit pe
that time we cannol see any.

Spiritualists’ Doxology, and then I
vou and L—- could be with us a
would not have another doubt.
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HOW THE “THOUGHT-READING”
THEORY BREAKS DOWN.

AN AMERICAN BustNEss MAN’S EXPERIENCES.

The issue of LiGHT of July 5th threw illuminating rays
cn the qualifications of some prominent people to express
their convictions on the genuineness of psychic phenomena.

It appears that Lord Haldane (page 215) after but one
séance felt qualified to say that there was ‘“‘a good deal of
fraud and imposture’’ in Spiritualism, and to add something
about ‘‘a deficiency in quality,’”’ and that the experiences
of another ‘‘authority,” Mr. E. F. Benson, who is quoted
(page 214) as expressing an adverse opinion, have been so
limited as to be entirely covered by mere ‘‘thought reading.”

In other columns we read that Sir Wm. Crookes’ trained
mind was not justified in coming to a positive opinion in the
caso of Miss Cook till between thirty and forty séances had
been under study, and that Sir Arthur Conan Doyle in his
Queen’s Hall address stated that it was no less than twenty-
five years before he made up his mind.

It seems to be me it would call for no little temerity to
assume that Lord Haldane and Mr. Benson have such un-
usual mentalities that they can decide, without investigation,
questions on which Sir Wm. Crookes and Sir A. Conan
Do.:']le only felt qualified to express opinions after years of
study. :

The late Thomson J. Hudson, author of the “Law of Psy-
chic Phenomena,’’ says people who do not know that these
things are true (I quote from memory) are not entitled to be
called prejudiced—they are simply ignorant. That seems
harsh, and I would soften asperities by quoting one who has
aptly <aid that what is frequently referred to as ‘‘thinking”
is too often but a re-arrangement of our prejudices.

Like Mr. Benson, I, too, at one time was positive that
what was told to the sitters at séances was ‘‘mind reading.”
If I had known anything about telepathy I should have seen
the difficulties in the way of such an explanation and would
have known that as a bianket theory to cover all the facts
it was untenable. But at that time I was, as Hudson would
say, simply ignorant. :

Among my first experiences was the following: My busi-
ness has required me to make advertising contracts with a
large number of papers. The late Dr. Slesinger, editor of
a monthly devoted to Spiritualism, asked for a contract. I
was ‘““positive”’ that the phenomena on which his beliefs were
based were covered by ‘‘thought reading,”’ and told him so,
and that I was not interested. .

To my great surprise he said he was a medium, and if I
would %ive him a contract he would prove to me then and
there that I was wrong. I was to be the sole judge. He
rtepped into the outer office while I prepared twenty ballots,
each one inch by three inches, nineteen of them containing
fictitious rames and one the name of a dead friend. These
I carefully rolled up into little pellets and placed in my hat.

The doctor then returned. He already knew the full
name I had written, where the person had died, and the
nature of the last illness. But it might bo covered by
“thought reading,” although it was so sudden and definite
that it almost stunned me, for this was in my own office
without paraphernalia. But even telepathy would have to
be stretched beyond the facts, for while I had the name
(E. L. W ) in my mind I had no thought of his last
sickness or the city where he passed away.

While I had read of telepathy I had never met with it
before, and was profoundly impressed. But he soon left
me no room for doubt or equivocation. Said he, ‘“‘Does
anybody on earth know which one of tho pellets contains
the name?” T replied that no living being knew - not even
myself. Then said he, “My guide knows. He gave me
the name, last illness and place of death, and will tell me,
from the next world, which pellet to open.”

I picked them up one by one. When about two-thirds
of them had been passed, as I held one in my hand he hecame
considerably agitated and almost shouted at me to hold it.
It was the right one. I gave him his contract, but could
not overcome my beliefs and prejudices so quickly, and to
satisfy myself that it was not an accident or coincidence I
later went through the same test with him three times more,
on one of which occasions T had with me a Member of
Congress* of the United States and on another the foreman
of my type-foundry, a German mechanic of fine qualifications
who, being an agnostic, was greatly astonished. His ex-
perience, too long to relate here, was so impressive that I
may refer to it later.

The doctor did not fail in a single instance. Tt is obvious
in such caces as these, in which no human mind has know-
ledge of the desired fact, that ‘‘thought reading’ as an
explanation utterly fails.

It i3 such experiences as these that give serious in-
vestigators pause, but the pseudo-investigator, innocent of
knowledge of the real subtleties, finds the commonest and

* The Member of Congress referred to, the Hon. B——
H——, since deceased, was so impressed that he returned
with friends and had the experience repeated,
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most superficial explanation covers his limitations and is
prodigal with ink in the restatement of his prejudices. Was
it Emerson who said ‘‘beliefs are deadly things’’ ?
Ewine.
San Francisco.
August 1st, 1919.

THE GHOST OF MARPLE. HALL.

A very good ghost story appeared recently in ‘‘Country
Life” concerning one of the ancestral portraits hanging on
the walls of the principal staircase of Marple Hall, Cheshire,
the seat of Mr. J. H. Bradshaw Isherwood. The portrait
is of Moll of Brabhyns, who married into the family about the
middle of the eighteenth century, and it represents an evil-
looking woman holding a small spaniel in her arms. She is
said to haunt the house, looking for her wedding-ring. No
ring is to be seen on the wedding finger of her left hand.
Of the ghostly incidents narrated below we are told that the
happened only a dozen years ago, and that the facts were all
noted and written down at the time and are corroborated by
several witnesses : —

“In the summer of 1907 the four-year-old grandson of the
present owner paid a visit to Marple, his parents being
abroad. e was put with his nurses into the old nursery, a
large room at the top of the house. The first night of his
arrival he awoke between the hours of twelve_and two, com-
plaining to his nurse of .the ‘ muzzy old woman’ who was
sitting at the foot of his bed. He described exactly the
az)peumnce of the woman in the Eortrait, and he also spoke
of the dog she carried. The child did not seem at all alarmea.
only annoyed, complaining that he did not like the old woman,
and imitating her sour face. The nurse soothed the child,
and after a time he went to sleep. Iivery night during the
week of his stay the same thing Eappened between the same
hours. The nurse saw nothing. In October of the same year,
1907, the boy again paid a visit to his grandparents and, as
before, occupied the same room with his nurse. The first
night of their arrival the nurse put the boy to bed in his
little cot, which had high sides, impossible for a child so
young to get out of, and went down to her supper, leaving a
night-light burning, and with instructions to a maid next door
to go at once to the child if she heard him call. The maid
presently joined the nurse at supper, reporting that all was
quiet. Shortly after this the child’s voice was heard outside
the servants’ hall, and he was found by his horrified nurse
standing with bare feet and only his little nightshirt on, quite
warm and not at all frightened. Asked who brought him
downstairs, he replied, ‘Daddy came and put the light on
and carried me down.” That night the child’s father was at
Segovia. The maids, all greatly alarmed, rushed upstairs
to find, when they reached the room, that it was impossible
to open the door— the only one into the room—although it was
not locked. After great efforts, the door was forced open
and a large armchair was found jammed between it and a
chest of drawers. The electric hight was full on, and one
side of the child’s crib was down-— an impossible thing for
him to have accomplished himself. "

“‘Scven years later, the story having been forgotten, the
child’s younger brother, also aged four, was given the same
room. He had no disagrecable experience, but he was con-
tinually speaking of an old woman with a dog, who told him
that he must go away.

“The theory is that Moll of Brabyns, having had none of
her own, resents the appearance of children in the house at
all, and that--in the case of the elder child—-his guardian
angel must have assumed the shape of his father in order to
remove tho child from the harmful influence in the room with-
out unduly alarming him. Needless to say, the room is no
longer used as a nursery.”’ .

Tne Editor, who has been confined to his house for some
days with an attack of gastritis, asks the indulgence of
correspondents for any delay or omissions .consequent on his
ahsence.

Mrs. F. M. TInray, now recovering from a serious
operation, desires to thank the many friends whose affection
and sympathy have helped, by their sustaining power, to
carry her eafely through the crisis.

IN its September issue, ‘‘The Young Man and Woman,"
edited by the Rev. Walter Wynn, reprints with some com-
mendatory remarks the leading article, *‘Spirit Ministry and
Spirit Direction,” which appeared in LieuT of July 5th, 1919.

Tar Mystic’s RAPTURE.——In the highest rapture I ever
was in, my soul passed into a fearful extremity of ex-
perience : she was burned with so terrible an excess of bliss
that she was in great fear and anguish hecause of this
excess,  TIndeed s%e was so overcome by this too great
realisation of the strength of God that she was in terror of
hoth God and joy. . I am not able'to think that even
in Heaven the soul could endure such heights for more -than
a period.  These heights are incomparably, unutterably
heyond vision and union. They are the uttermost extremity
of that which can he endured by the soul, at least until she
has ve-risen to greater altitudes of holiness in ages to come.
—“ThE (GoLDEN IfoUNTAIN,”
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WATCHES REPAIRED BY A SPIRIT.

Miss Kathleen ‘Hicks sends the following narrative :—

From 1915 until July, 1919, I was head cook at a hospital
near where I live. I went from home each day to my work,
so you will understand that the question of time was an
important one to me. . I used a very good silver lever watch
which kept excellent time, but unfortunately one day 1
dropped it, with the result that it would not go. I sent
it to a watch-maker in Liverpool, who failed to repair it.
I then sent it to a man near where I live, who also failed
to make it go. , : o

I then put the watch away in a locked jewellery cabinet
in my own room where we sit each week in circle. I then
took to using a little gun-metal watch I had in a purse-
bag, a watch at least. twelve years old; this went for a time
and then refused to go any more. I did not bother to take
this to be mended ; it was old and could not be worth much.
Now comes the point of my story. -

About three months back we had the privilege of having
Mrs. Roberts Johnson at our house for a trumpet séance.
During her visit she happened to tell me of a watch which
some gentleman could not get repaired and of how her son,
Billy, in the spirit world for the past twenty years, mended
this watch at a séance of hers at which this man was present.

" 'At our own séance that evening I said to Billy, who
nearly always speaks through the trumpet at Mrs. Roberts
Johnson’s séances, ‘I wish you could mend my watch for
me.”” I cannot say that I thought about it afterwards till
my work at the hospital was finished and I was going over
to Ireland. It then occurred to me that I must take my
watch with me and see if I could get it mended. I unlocked
hlj‘ tabinet, got out the watch and wound it up, and I am
lad tb say it has gone ever since without having to be sent
for any repdirs. = I then wondered whether it could be
possible that Billy had mended my other watch which was so
old. anid worin. Well, that watch also I found was repaired
find both have gohe ever since, a matter of over six weeks.

A PSYCHIC BOOK IN ICELANDIC.

The psychic photograph obtained by E. N. was the result,
of a visit made on my advice, and was a triumphant success.
Recently E. N. paid me a visit for the purpose of exhibiting
the really remarkable photos she has obtained, and I can
confirm all that Miss Dallas says about it. ~Anyone who
cannot see the identity between the spirit photo and recent

photos of the young man taken shortly before he was killed -

must be totally incapable of accurate observation.

I now possess a fine collection of tho work of the Crewe
Circle, sufficient to place the genuineness of the powers of
Mr. Hope and his colleagues beyond all possible doubt, and
to establish the truth of spirit photography and identity.
This evidence will be fully set forth in the second edition of
my work, ‘“Man’s Survival after Death,’’ which is now in
the Press, and is expected to appear at the beginning of
October. . ’

I have just heard that the first edition has been published
in Icelandic by Professor Neilsson of the Reykjavik
University, who informs me that it is the only book on psychio
subjects in the language.

. C. L. TWEEDALE.

“NO PRODUCT OF A MEDIUM'S BRAIN.”

Dorothy Grenside, discussing in the September number of
““Vision’’ the subject of Automatic Writing, holds that very
little matter of importance has been gained through this
source. She has, however, a good word to say for the ‘“un-
usually interesting series of automatic writings published
under the title of ¢ Letters from the Other Side’ ’—a book
already favourably reviewed in our columns. “The com-
munications,’”” Mrs. Grenside remarks, ‘‘are curiously similar
in style to the writings of a well-known clergyman who was
much before the public eye until he laid aside his garment of
physical flesh a brief while ago. . . [They] follow in the main
those of similar writings, bnt they have a certain charm of
style and sincerity of feeling that drive the reader irresistibly
to the conclusion that here is no product of a medium’s brain,
but rather a contact with a living personality, as sure ‘a focus
of will, intellizence and feeling’ as when with us in the flesh.

To read the book is to realise the possibility that these
messages may be from one whose congregation loved him as
a father, and whose church was packed Sunday after Sunday
by crowds drawn not only by his eloquence, but by the love
he breathed for God and fellow men.”’

¢ It is the art of mankind to polish the earth, and every-
one who works is scrubbing in some part.”’—THOREAU.

ERE is some connection between a perception of
light and these veridical })sychic experiences, for the two
are associated in accounts from people who know nothing of
others’ experiences. It may be that the spirit, in
manifesting, is acting on the ether as we act on matter when
we communicate with each other by speech, and that the first
thing produced by such action is light, which isI of course,
an etherial pulsation.—J, Arruuvr Hirn, in “ Man is a
Spirit.”

{September 18, 1919,

A WOM.

No author’s name is apr Fountain |
or The Soul’s Love for Watkins, -
Cecil Court, W.C.2). It is 80ME |
thoughts and confessions of one whoever |
the writer, we feel that she is i on of the
mystics. The book is thrilled thr of spirit-
ual devotion which few of us can or under-
stand. Early in its pages the a t.she ex-
perienced three conversions: the le suffer-
ing, ‘‘an unbearable, inexplicable the third
of a great and marvellous joy “in ;geratlon |
to say that for a few moments I od and

all the freedom of the Heavens

‘““How can a contact with ( pscribed?
It is not sesing, but meeting an 88s, The
soul retaining her own individ ess to an
intense degree, but imbued wi- ife of in-
credible intensity, which passes lities and
emotions of a life so new, so that she
knows not whether she has been r by, fire,
by joy or by anguish: for so fi at she is
almost unable to endure the might .

So might some saintly nun of ¢ described
her experiences, but no cloistere ifying
sickly frame with harsh austerities itten the
following passage :—

“To the lover of God all affec come en-
closed, as it were, into one affer mself; so
that we have no love for anyone o: om Him.
In this is included, in a most de fashion,
marriage-love in all its as ects. n become
a sacrament : there is nothing in y. Inno
way does the marriage bond of t he spirit
from ‘acceptableness to God. But before I
could arrive at this, and could see physical

rototype in this physical world of on with
%imself in the spiritual world. / rived at,
not by prudish questionings and ¢ ' remem-
bering that this relationship betwes on is His
thought, His ?lan, not ours, . . . »sition to
the passage of the Holy Will whic tress and
uneasiness of life. This bond of is of the
flesh and can be kept by the bod rt, mind
and soul remain in lovely, perfect und that
this exquisite freedom—after pr s on the
part of the soul and the creature: ven them
as a gift by act of grace, and rema » without
variation.”

Her only grief is that others do not perience.
But they can do so if they will. ] .

‘‘The soul has six wings: love, obec lity, sim-
gligify, perseverance and courage. Wit an attain

xod. .
THE CALL.

JEnemies cornered and red with rage,

A hungering world with a strange -
Time to be stirring, time to enga

Time for men of the Viking bre

Men that matter, men that can ¢
Women fearless and kind and
Come, for the new Life breaking i
Callg its children to wake and

Leave the witling who stares and

Or, moonstruck, mumbles some a n,
The morbid seeker for vampire she

Out from the shadows, follow the

Come, for the Old House totters and
Crazy with age, its rafters fall;

T.eave the laggards to drift and drow
Up and ready, answer the calll

Bring sword and trowel, like those of
Who fought and builded with he nd—
The Veil is rending, our eyes behol
Through dim cloud curtains with she
The Hills of Vision, the Promised

).G.

G. B. N., a lady residing not. far frc narrates
a strange premonitory dream. On th @ dreamt
that her fiancé had died, that she was 1i8 grav
that among those present at his fune ‘riends o
his, Mr. L. and Mr. V., and that 2 rs mo
away Mr. I.. came up, put his arm i and
her : away. At the time of her ncé was
apparently quite well, but five days la r drop
dead. Among the mourners at the , the two
friends she had seen in her dream. , and ghe
was stumbling away from the grave 3 hurri

after her and took her arm. N tls g swseuu che found

that it waa My. L,



September 13, 1919.

LIGHT. i

TO-MORROW'S SOCIETY MEETINGS.

These notices are confined to ts of tings on the coming
8unday, with the addition only of other engagements in the same
week- They are charged at the rate of 1s. for two lines (including the
name of the soclety) and 6d. for ‘svery additional line.

Marylebone Spiritualist Association, Ltd., Steinway Hall,
Lower Seymour-street, W.1.—6.80, Mrs. Mary Inkpen.
September 21st, Mr. T. Olman Todd.

The London Spiritual Mission, 18, Pembridge Place, W.2.
—11, Mr. Ernest Meads; 6.30, Mr. P. E. Beard. Wednes-
day, September 17th, 7.30, Mr. Thomas Ella.

Walthamstow.—342, Hoe-street.— 7, Mr. Punter, address
and clairvoyance. ’

Shepherd’s Bush.—73, Becklow-road.—11, public circle;
7, Mrs. Bloodworth. Thursday, 8, Mrs. Stenson.

Croydon.—117b, High-street.—11, Mrs. Julie Scholey;
6.30, Mrs. Annie ﬁoddington.

Lewisham.—The Priory, High-street.—6.30, Mrs. Alice
Jamrach. .

Church of the Spirit, Windsor-road, Denmark Hill, S.E.—
11, Mrs. E. Marriott; 6.30, Mr. H. E. Hunt; Wednesday,
Mrs. Butterworth, of Bartow.

Wimbledon Sparitual Mission, 4 & 5. Broadway. — 6.80,
Mr. Ernest Meads. Wednesday, 7.30, meeting for members

and associates only.

Peckham.—Lausanne-road. — 7, Mr. G. Tayler Gwinn.
Thursday, 8.15, Mrs. Mary Crowder, address and clair-
voyance.

Woolwich and Plumstead.—Perseverance Hall, Villas-rd.,
Plumstead.—7, Mrs. Harvey, address and clairvoyance.
Wednesday, 8, Mr. Wright, address and clairvoyance.

Brighton.—Atheneum Hall.—11.15 and 7, Mr. Blake,
President, S.C.U., addresses and descriptions; 3, Lyceum.
Wednesday, 8 pu_ﬁlic meeting, Mr. R. Gurd.

Brighton Spiritualist Brotherhood. — Old Steine Hall.—
11.30 and 7, addresses and clairvoyance, Mrs. Mary Gordon;
also Monday, 7.15, Tuesday, 3 p.m., and Thursday, 7.15,
Eublic meeting for inquirers, questions and clairvoyance.

yceum evety Sunday, 3 p.m. Next week-end, Mrs.
Marriott. .

Holloway.—Grovedale Hall (near Highgate Tube Station).
—11, Mr. H. M. Thompson; 3, Lyceum; 7, Mr. P. Scholey.
Wednesday, 8, Mrs. Alice Har er, of Australia. 21st,
Harvest Festival; 11, Mrs. Mary Gordon; 7, Mr. T. O. Todd.
tifts of flowers, plants, vegetables, etc., thankfully received.
3end in, if possible, on the Saturday evening, to assist in the
lecoration. Take notice: ‘“Whist drive,”’ Saturday, 28th,
.30 ; silver collection at door; in aid of Building Fund.

LarTLE ILFORD SOCIETY OF CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALISTS.—
Ars: Alice Jamrach, as financial secretary of the New Church
fund connected with this .Societz desires to acknowledge
rith sincere thanks the receipt of 9 2s. from Mrs. Fugeman,
f Bishops Stortford.

jpiritualist Services are held in LONDON on
Sundays as follews.

AM P.M
Battersea, 45, 8t. John’s Hill, Clapham
Jumotion ... . 11-99 ... 6-30
Brixten, 143a, S8tockwell Park Road ... we 10
'amberwell feople’s Church, Windsor
Road, Denmark Hill .. ' .. .. 11.9 .. 630
Clapham, Reform Olub, 8t. Luke’s Road 110 ... 7-0
roydon, Gymeasinm Hall, High Street ... 118 ... 6-80
aling, 5a, Uxbridge Road, Ealing
Broadway ... we 70
orest Gate, E.L.S8.A.,, Earlham Hall,

Earlham Grove ... o 10
Fulham, 12, Lettice Street, Munster Road 11-16 ... 7-0
[ackney, ?109,, Amhurst Road ... .. 70
[arrow, Co-operative Hall, Mason’s Avenue

Wealdstone ... 6.30
Kingston, Assembly Rooms, Bishop’s Hall,

hames Street ... ... 630
ewisham, The Priory, 410, High Street ... 880
Little Ilf’ord, Third Avenue Corner, Church

Road .. 6380
ondon Spiritual Mission, 13, Pembridge

Place, Bayswater, W. ... .. 110 .. 6-80
W anor Park 8piritual Church, S8hrewsbury

Road . 110 .. 6.30
arylebone, Steinway Hall, Lower Seymour-

street, W.1. .. 6-30
Peckham, Lausanne Hall, Lausanne Road 11-30 ... 7-0
dlaistow, Spiritualists’ Hall, Breemar Road ... 6.80
’lumstead, Perseverance Hall, Villas Road we 10
ichmond, Qastle Assembly Rooms ... . 70
dtratford, Idmiston Road, Forest Lane... . 10
Pottenham, ¢ The Chestnuts,”” 684, High

Road 7-0
Jpper Holloway, Grovedale Hall, Grove-

dale Road ... e 11216 ... 70
Vimbledon, 4 and 5, Broadwa; 8.80

Y eee —ene
*Lyceum (Spiritualists’ S8unday School) at 8 p.m.

THE CONDUCT OF CIRCLES.

By ‘M.A. (OxoR.)’

ADVICE TO INQUIRERS.

It you wish to see whether Spiritualism is reasily onz
jugglery and imposture, try it by personal experument.
you can get an introduction to some experienced Spiritnaliat
on whose good faith you can rely, ask him for advice ; and
if he is holding private circles, seck permission to attend
one to zee how to conduct scances, and what to expect.
There is, however, difficulty in obtaining access to private
ciroles and, in any case, you must rely chiefly on experiences
in your own family circle, or amongst your own frienda, all
strangers being excluded.

Form a circle of from four w eight persons, Lalf, or ne

- loaat two, of negative, passive temperament and preferably

of the female sex, the rest of a more positive type. Sit,
positive and niegative alternately, secure against disturbance,
in subdued light, round an uncovered table of convenient
gize. Place the palms of the hands flat upon its upper surface.
The hands of each sitter need not. touch those of his
neighbour, though the practice is frequently adopted.

Do not concentrate attention too fixedly on the expected
manifesiuition. Engage in cheerful but not frivolous con-
veraation. Avoid dispute or argument. Scepticism has no
deterrent effect, but a bitter spirit of opposition in a person
of determined will may totally stop or decidedly impede
manifestations. If conversation flags, music is a great help,
if it be agreeable to all, and not of a kind to irritate the
sensitive ear. Patience is essential, and it may be necessary
to meet ten or twelve times at short intervals, before any-
thing occurs. If after such a trial you still fail, form a fresh
circle. An hour should be the limit of an unsuccessful séance.

the table moves, let your pressure be so gentle on its
earface that you are sure you are not aiding its motions.
2 hov some time you will probably find that the movement
will continue if your hands are held over, but not in contact .
with, it. Do not, however, try this until the movement is
asgured, and be in no hurry to get messages.

When you think that the time has come, let someone
take ooramand of the circle and act as spokesman. Explain
to the unseen Intelligence that an agreed code of signals is
desirable, and ask that a tilt may be given as the alphabet
is clowly repeated, at the several lotters which form the
word that the Inbeiligence wishes to spell. It is convenient
to use a single tilt for No, three for Yes, and two to express
doubt or uncertainty.

When a satisfactory commnunication has been established,
agk if you are rightly placed, and if not, what order you
should take. Aftcr this ask who the Intelligence purports
to be, which of the company is the medium, and such relevant
rfestiom. If confusion occurs, ascribe it to the difficult;
that exists in directing the movements at first with exacti-
sude. Patience will remedy this. If you only satis
jourself at first that it is pussible to speak with an Intell1-
Zeuce soparate from that of any person present, you will
nave gained much. .

The tignals may take the form of raps.
same code of signals, and ask as the raps
they may be made on the table, or in a part of the room
where they are demonstrably not produced by any natural
neans, but avoid any vexatious imposition of restriction on
ires communication. Lot the [ntelligence use its own means,
It rests greatly with the sitters to make the manifestations
alevating or frivolous and even tricky. ‘

Should an attempt be made to entrance the medium, or
o manifest by any violent methods, ask that the attempt
amy be deferred till you can secure the presence of some
sxperienced Spiritualist. If this request is not heeded, dis-
sontinue the sitting. - The process of developing a trance
wedium is one that might disconcert an inexperienced
iuguirer. .

Lastly, try the results you get by the light of Reason.
Maintain a level head anud a clear judgment. Do not belie
svorything you are told, for though the great unseen wor
sonteins many a wise and discerning spirit, it also has in i
she eccumulation of human folly, vanity, and error; and
thig lies nearer to the surface than that which is wise and
good. Distrust the free use of great names. Never for a
woment abandon the use of your reason. Do not enter int
« very solemn investigation in a spirit of idle curiosity of
trivolity. Cultivate a reverent desire for what is pure, good,
snd true. You will be repaid if you gain only a well:
grounded conviction that there is a life after death, for
which a pure and good life before death is the hast and
wisest preparatiem.

If 8o, use the
ecome clear that
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