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NOTES BY THE WAY.

In the two-column interview with Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle recorded by Mr. Charles Dawbarn in the *‘Daily
Chronicle'’ of the 13th inst., we read of Sir Arthur's
observation: ‘‘How strange that the Church should
attack us for confirming its own doctrine of immortality,
its basic creed, in fact.”” We will put aside as dis-
courteous the explanations that would naturally occur
to the irreverent observer, either that the Church is
jealous of what it regards as its own preserves, or that
it is not pleased that an alien institution should be able
to achieve a task which it finds itself unable to perform.
We would like to see the question put definitely and
politely to some responsible authority representing the
Church: “Why do you attack us—on what grounds do
you base your opposition?’*  To this question we should
look for an authoritative answer stating the attitude of
the Church of England as a unity towards Spiritualism
and not some particular secticn of Spiritualists. We
know the position of the Church of Rome. It has been
authoritatively stated and lacks nothing in definiteness:
in effect, it says, ‘“We admit the spirits, but in so far as
they communicate outside the pale of our Church they
are evil spirits.”’ So as regards the Roman Church we
know exactly where we are. We do not find some of
its priests preaching Spiritualism and others attacking it,
while a large body of its followers, exercising their
spiritual freedom, accept our claims. But that is the
position in the Church of England. We can quite
understand its difficulty, and sympathise with it, hold-
ing that it is really anxious to do what is wise and just
in the matter. But we are humanly impatient of
vacillation and ambiguity. Let the Church examine

the matter fearlessly and state its position plainly and

definitely.
* * *

The current issue of the ‘‘Proceedings’ of the
Society for Psychical Research contains a ‘‘Report of
Physical Phenomena taking place at Belfast with Dr.
Crawford’s Medium,”’ the paper read to the Council of
the S.P.R. on January 8th, 1916, by Sir Wm. Barrett,
F.R.S. It is described as a short preliminary report,
Sir William having had no opportunity of continuing
his observations of the phenomena after his visit to
Belfast during the Christmas vacation, 1915. How-
ever, he saw sufficient to be satisfied of the genuineness
of the manifestations. Another article of exceptional
interest in the same issue is by Mr. W. Whately Smith,
dealing with Dr. Crawford’s now famous book, ‘‘ The
Reality of Psychic Phenomena.’” After discussing the
perplexities and disappointments attendant on investi-
gations into objective phenomena, Mr. Whately Smith
records his opicion that the ‘‘Reality of Psychic Phe-
nomena’’ is “likely to become a classic of the subject, ”

an opinion which the present writer: expressed: in the:.
same words before the publication of the book; and. is
glad to have confirmed by such an authority, TFor. Mk,
Whately Smith is a critic of exceptional. ability, and-
having personally visited the Goligher circle and made-
an exhaustive inquiry into the matter, is able to write
with first-hand knowledge of the manifestations.
* * * *

Sir William Barrett, indeed, seems to have found an. .
able coadjutor in Mr. Whately Smith who, after.citing. -
some of the typical phenomena at-the circle; as:des.
soribed in Dr. Crawford’s volume, discusses with-much
acumen the nature of the forces involved. He'is able .
to dismiss the hypotheses of illusion and.fraud. There..
was no room for either of these stock explanations.- He:.
discusses the two methods in which ‘matter may-'be -
moved (1) by force applied through the intermediary of
matter, e.g. by the direct action. of a mechanical.
structure capable of transmitting tension; compression;:
torque or shear or by the impact of material particles, -
as in the case of the pressure of a gas; (2) withdut the
intervention of inatter, i.c., when the force is:trans-
mitted solely by the ether, as in electrical or magnetiu -
actions or gravitation, in which cases the forces obey- -
the law of inverse squares and are: propagated recti-
linearly.  Mr. Whately Smith finds that the second. "
type of force transinitted may safely: be rejected; and -
gives his reasons. The same objection :applies-to-any -
supposition that the table is bombarded by a stream of -
material particles projected from the medium..or else-
where. In short, he favours the theory of a rigid
structure, the simplest of all forms of force -trans-
mission, and is thus in agreement with Dr. Crawford
himself. As to the nature of the structure itself, he is
of opinion that—

When we have solved the secret of its rigidity—or -even:
got so far as to imagine any means whereby that' tigidity: :
could be obtained—I believe we shall hold in our hands: the'

key which will in time unlock most of the closed doors-which
at present confront us in the investigation of psychic forces,

“LIGHT” SUSTENTATION FUND,. 1919. .

In addition to donations recorded in previous:issues we -
have to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of the follow-
ing sums:—

£ 8. d..
Mrs. Kimber 110
R.S. .. ‘110
H. Maycock 013 0
M. 8. H. 012 0
S. H. Ford ... 010 6
F. W. Hutchinson 010 6
S.G. ... 010 0
Miss Kimber, of Aden 010 0
H. H. Martyn 0 4 6
P. Holland 0 3 8

Artuoven _‘‘The Riddle of the Universe’’ is frankly
materialistic, it contains more than a hint of an idealistic
religion. ‘‘The True, the Beautiful, and.the Good,’’ writes.
Haeckel at the close of the book, ‘‘these are the three auguss .-
Divine Ones hefore which we bow the knee in adoration.”’—
*“‘Christian Commonwealth.”’

Sir A. Conan Dovre’s WARNING.—An elaborate: kinema
production, demonstrating the latest theories of leading
Spiritualists in the form of a story, is contemplated by New. .
Regal Super Films, who have shown me a letter they have -
had from Sir Arthur Conan Doyle on the subject. “You -
would be wise to go slow,’”’” says Sir Arthur. “You are
bound to offend half your audience either way. I see a
wav of doing it, but the time is not yet,”—L. Y., in the
“Weckly Dispatch,”
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“IS SPIRIT COMMUNION A SIN?”

We give below a further selection of the comments we have
received on the Bishop of London’s Hyde Park address:—

Y.C. DESERTIS,

" In view of the general attitude of the clergy, Dr. Ingram
must be congratulated on his courage in accepting the evi-
dence for spirit-return, and that death does not immediately
change a man’s_spiritual state. But he is reported as de-
claring that it is a sin ‘“‘to seek to know what we cannot
know.? . This pronouncement is very cautious in its form,
for.it requires the definition of a negation. How is ‘‘what
we cannot know’”’ to be defined? What are the limits to be
set ‘to knowledge, and who is to set them? But assuming
that Dr. Ingram’s meaning is that it is a sin %o a.ttemsb

_ to enter into communication with those on the other side
of the veil, it is not apparent from the report of the sermon
that any reasons were given why this should be so.

‘I8 -it because of the unreliability of messages, due to the
large part played by the unconscious self of even honest
mediums? If so, we may agree that it is unwise to attempt
communication in ignorance of this fact, but it can hardls
be sinful, and the knowledge itself is the safeguard against
misplaced confidence. Is it from fear lest the communica-
tions from undeveloped spirits may be taken as authorita-
tive? That is a real danger, but good is stronger than evil
and the error will work its own cure. Is it again from the
gratuitous assumption that what man does not at present
know. has been ‘‘hidden” from him by the Creator? This

assumption, has been frequently made by ecclesiastics and.

always with the same ultimate result. Viri Galilei quid
statis in coelum aspicientes (Acts i. 2) was the text of the
Dominican opponents of Galileo; and the same attitude
characterised ecclesiastical reception of geological discovery,
of Biblical criticism, of evolutionary theory, and now of
psychic facts. In each of these cases we have learned how
very much is open to us on the ‘‘forbidden’ ground, and
most of us have become aware that there is nothing
‘‘hidden,”” but that all knowledge is merely a question of
developing faculty. But the Bishop says that this psychic
knowledge is not the ground of faith. Here we must join
issue. To spiritually-minded men psychic facts need not
be the basis of faith; but historically, and for the many, that
is precisely  what they were and are. The story of the
Hebrew prophets from Samuel onwards is a record of psychic
facts. he Victory over death was the appearance of the
living Jesus: the attitude of the two who walked to Em-
maus is_typical—they regarded the work of the Redeemer
as closed; 1t wasl the Return from the gate of death that
was the victory and inspired the enthusiasm of the APostIes.
They confirmed their teaching by ‘‘signs following.’” Tha
Gift of the Spirit was testified to by the powers of healing,
prophecy, clairvoyance and physical phenomena, as described
by St. Paul in'I. Cor. xii. 6—11.

And in these days the samie testimony is needed by
numbers of men and women who have completely lost belief
in God as tho accessible Friend and Father, who does not,
indeed, remove our trials, but gives us strength and wisdom
to steer our course among them, and the sanity and poise to
see-truly -and to act rightly. Great numbers, too, have lost
all- belief in the existence of the soul of man ag a reality.
They have accepted tho quasi-scientific teaching that ‘‘the
soul is only a name for the functions of life,”” and that
““thought is secreted by the brain as the liver secretes bile”
—a pronouncement as unscientific as could well be, confound-
ing the material and non-material. To such persons, and
to the uneducated, the outer personality, with all its tem-
peramental limitations, seems the real Self. They (quite
rightly) feel instinctively that this personality is not im-
mortafl, nor deserves to be. They need absolute demon-
stration of survival; and that demonstration to their own
senses is for them the ground of faith, as it was for the Eleven
in the upper room at Jerusalem. They need the proof of
psychic phenomena as the basis of belief in a God who
renders to each soul according to its deeds. This is especially
true of the whole artisan class: between literalist and dog-
matic Church teaching in the schools on the one hand, and
on the other the scorn deservedly poured upon it by the
Paines and Tngersolls and other atheistic writers, they have
been ‘alienated not merely from the Church, but from all
religion.  They believe the “ Clarion”. and the “ Daily
Herald,” in the former of which' a well-known Socialist
writer once sajd : —

- “I deny the existence of a Heavenly Father. I deny the
efficacy of prayer. I deny the truth of the Gospels. I do
not believe that any miracle was ever performed. I.do not
believe Christ was divine. I do not believe that He rose
from the dead. I am strongly inclined to believe that He
never existed at all.”’

.These are the teachings they listen to, and applaud the
inference that the soul is a figment to frighten children, and
that man may do as he pleases without hope and without
fear. As it was in 1789, after Voltaire, Rousseau and tha
French Fneyclopzdists, so it is with our Bolsheviks to-day ;
and for this there is no antidote but genuine belief in God
and the soul, as spiritual facts, not as dogmas. This will not
be gained from Boqks, which' they do not read; nor from

logical reasoning, of which their
them capable; nor from Church. t
into contempt. It can, however, 1
ship, which will nearly always tal
course with those they have lost, w

.sinful. It hag its dangers, of co

temper of levity which insults our
and the unavoidable influence of 1
the sitters and_the medium, even
do not jest. But when it ig unc
reverent temper, and prefaced witl
ance and against intrusions, exten
to think that the promise of prote
are gathered together in the name
Sincere prayer will be found a.ge
words avail nothing. -
I have before me messages abe
little proofs of identity which carry
consolation and wise counsel, com
tentious maid-servant, which have
whole household to sane and quiet
God, and produced in that little ¢
harmony and goodwill which is the
nation. It has also led to the
conviction that the life of the soul is
one of us, and that the evolution of n
of the faculties of love, joy, peace, k
and self-control. We have apostolic w
‘“‘against such there is no law,’”’ whate:
‘may say; and this Dr. Ingram would

“A Kixa’s CounseL’” (Author of “So

Until quite recently the main gro
Spiritualist movement was the supj
holding any communication with those
this life. Spiritualists were represen
of two classes—the defrauders and
other words, tho knaves and the fools,
the Brockway trial (about two-and-a-
considered hy the magistrate—and: ¢
judge from the Press—to be a waste
dence upon the question whether the
genuine psychic gifts. To produce suc
garded as an attempt to prove what
absurd.

The anti-Spiritualists, or most of tl
tirely shifted their ground, and whilst a
munication with those who have passed-
and does take place, they contend that
nor desirable that the power should be
a tremendous advance.

The Bishop of London is reported to
the dead far from them? o. . .
brother, or son was exactly the same
death as he was before.” This is an in
The idea commonly adopted by the Chw
“death” 1is followed by a prolonged slee
until the “Last Day,’’ when all are to be
resume their bodies, and be ‘‘judged,’’
rewarded, according to the life spent on
apparently, now accepts what Spirituali
ing for years past—that there is no ¢
that those who have passed from earth
identity preserved, and that there is n
body, in the sense of a resumption of t
on death. The ‘‘dead’ being the sar
passing as they were before, it follows :
when the.body, forming the earth cove
in the coffin, the person to whom it belo
with a spirit body. The spirit body
studied Spiritualism know) closely rese
the earth body at its best.

i Dr. Ingram admits the power of s]
for he gives an instance in the course of

explains that although our faith does not

experiences, ‘‘they enforce what we were

Ingram, nevertheless, arrives at a remarl
“Have nothing to do,”’ he says, “with this
It is difficult

munication with the dead.”
expression “‘attempted communication’’ is
mitted that genuine communications are r
ceeds to state his belief that ‘‘such atte

many away.” By ‘“leading away,” Dr. Ir

refers to some moral degradation; but why

tion, which confirms Churchmen in therr :

duce moral degradation is not explained.

Tho obscurity of this passage is increa
which follow, in which Dr; Ingram expresses

—“It 18 a sin to seek to know what one .
might have been thought foolish, rather
tempt the impossible.  But how can it
thin%l is impossible unless an attempt is
the difficnlty? If man were to abstain
on the mere chance that the investigation
ful, human progress would have been im
the suggesrion that knowledge cannot be
intercourse is an error; and, indeed, the
to by the Bishop himself is proof to the
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Dr. am proceeds—‘‘Let Sir Oliver Lodge and Dr.
Conan Doyle do what they like”—(a(.f)parently, they are re-
garded as past praying for)—‘‘but do not let the ordinary
mourner spend. his hours in trying to get into communica-
tion with the dead.” If by this Dr. Ingram means that a
man ou%ht not to neglect his earth duties, it is no doubt
sound ; but if he meant (as understood by the Press) that
there should be no attempt to communicate with the ‘‘dead,”
even when this can be done without neglecting any earth
duties, the admonition is surely a mistake.

As a devoted member of the Church of England, I am
grieved and surprised at the prejudice shown by the clergv
upon this subject. The power of spirit communication, when
properly used, strongly supports religion: the messages—
to use Dr. Ingram’s words—‘‘enforce what we were pro-
mised.”” They show that there is an after-life, in which
individuality is preserved, and that the Church was right
in teaching that the nature of the after-life depends upon
the conduct in this. Spirit communication confirms and
explains the doctrine of ‘‘inspiration,” and removes the
difticulty commonly felt in accepting the miracles of the
Bible. Countless messages received show that, under proper
conditions and with a good medium, it is a pleasure for those

.who have passed over to communicate with loved ones on
earth, and is a benefit to the communicating spirit (who is
often a splrit,-guide}, and—by removing the fear of death
and otherwise—is also a great benefit to the persons who
receive the message.

From some of the reports of Dr. Ingram’s address it
might be gathered that he regarded the boy’s words in the
vision referred to by him as supporting the view that spirit
communication is wrong. But even if the message—‘‘No,
Mummie, I am not allowed to come back to you on earth
again’’—was accurately received, it would only mean that
it was impossible for the boy to return and be with his
‘mother in the earth form as of old, however strong might
be her wish to have him back again. If the message meant
more than this, it may be observed that the message of a
boy who has just passed over cannot carry the weight or
authority of the messages received from those who have
bfen many years in the spirit world and have reached high
planes.

It is futile to suppose that those who have experienced
the deep comfort and the religious and moral up-hfting
which come from communicating (in a proper spirit and in
a fproper manner) with loved ones who have passed from this
life, will give 1t up because they are told that some persons
are ‘“‘led away’’ by its practice. Such an attitude on the
part of the hierarchy merely weakens the Church by
alienating many of its best friends and supporters.

MaserL HeEwiTT.

It is interesting at all events to find that the Bishop of
London admits the power of spirit communication, and that
he received with faith and so thoroughly appreciated the
beautiful and touching vision vouchsafed to a sorrowing
mother grieving the loss of a beloved son.

But it is amusing to mark with what avidity he seizes on
the words of the son: ‘“No, Mummie, I am not allowed to
come back to lirou on earth again.”” The Bishop hugs this
statement of the young soldier to his soul, as ‘““‘unction from
above.” One wonders, by the way, what would have been
the attitude of the Bishgp had the words been—*‘Yes,
Mummie, I am allowed to come back ’? I do not think Dr.
Ingram would have quoted them with such enjoyment, ex-
cept to point a moral.

Assuming the words, ‘I am not allowed to come back,’”’
were heard aright by the mother, it 18 surely illogical in
the Bishop to accept them as authoritative, considering the
iy;oung soldier had only just ‘“‘passed over,”’” and to reject with

is whole soul as wrong, unlawful, forbidden by God, the
statements which have come through to thousands, from
spirits who have been in the spirit world many years, and
have had time to learn and %uppreciate the conditions and
possibilities of spirit life, that spirit communication 1is
E)smb_le.‘ and permitted and encouraged by Almighty God and
is high angels.

No, the Bishop seizes on these words, which the mother
rays she heard, and accepts them without demur, for do
they not confirm all his previous convictions on the subject
of spirit communication?

ne would just as readily take as authoritative a state-
ment from a young traveller newly arrived at a port in a
stranﬁe country, of the laws and conditions pertaining to the
land he hopes one day to explore. The Bishop of London has
a lot to learn!

A Crewsc_Resuken.—Mr., Horace Leaf’s pamphlet, “Is
Spiritualism Iniquitous?’’ (‘‘Observer” Office, Harrow, 2d), is
a dignified and effective reply to the Rev. F. C. Baker, of
Harrow, who had previously written an intemperate
pamphlet against Spiritualism. Mr. Leaf scores off his
opponent repeatedly. For instance, the clergyman was
ignorant enough to quote in_ his support Mr. Hereward

arrington, but the latter, as Mr. Leaf reminds him, after-
wards declared himself a convinced Spiritualist. In a
closing passage Mr. Leaf administers a lofty rebuke when
he writes : ‘“‘Spiritualism teaches people to be just, and never,
if possible, to misrepresent.”
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SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPH.

ANoTHER Success oF THE CREWE CIRCLE,

E. N., who sends her full name and address, furnishes
the following convincing account of a spirit photograph of
her son, obtained at the famous Crewe Circle. .The mother
describes the picture of her boy as ‘‘clear. and unmistakable.”’
The photograph was taken under test conditions, and the
sitter was previously unknown to Mr. Hope; the medium.

Our contributor writes:—

Under the belief that there may be new .readers of LicaT
eager for further evidence of survival, I venture to send
you a brief account of my own experience at Crewe, where
I obtained an undoubted spirit photograph of my tﬁ_y.

My friend, Mrs. 8., who was motoring in the Midlands,
wrote telling mie that she expected shortly to be in the
neighbourhood of Crewe, and that she had written to Mr.
Hope asking for a sitting on June 24th. She had not, at
the time she wrote, had a reply, but asked me, if I cared,
to take the risk of a disappointment and join her.

Glad of the opportunity, I went to Crewe on June 23rd,
and on arriving at the hotel mentioned by Mrs. S. found that
she had not yet come nor even written for a room. | §
engaged a room for myself and afterwards set out to find the
photographer and to ascertain whether he had made an ap-
pointment for the following day with Mrs. 8. He replied
that he had and asked me if I were she. I told him I was a
friend of hers and had been invited to join her, and that I
hoped he would allow me to sit with them, although Mrs. 8.
had made no arrangement for me, as her asking me to
accompany her was quite an afterthought. -Mr. Hope said
that he had not the least objection. : .

At two o’clock the following afternoon I again visited Mr.
Hope’s hecuse. My friend haﬁ not yet arrived, but she came
a few minutes afterwards, and was surprised to find me
there as she had scarcely expected I should undertake the
tedious jo rney without being certain of a sitting. She
had brought with her a new unopened box of ordinary
quarter-size photographic plates which she gave to me to
hold during the sitting_ which formed the first part of the
proceedings.  Later, when Mr. Hope asked for 1t, I placed
the box on the table, and he took it between his hands.

We then placed our own hands over and underneath his,
and so the box was held for a few seconds. He then returned
it to me and asked me to go with him to thé dark-room, and
there I tore off the wrapper, opened the box and took out
four plates, upon each of which I'wrote my name. These
I pluced in the carrier which I had previously, at his request,
examined. Upon leaving the dark-room .I was asked to
inspect the camera carefully, and having done this Mrs. S.
and myself were in turn photographed, the background con-
sisting of a dark unpatterred cloth. I aﬁain accompanied
the photographer into the dark-room and myself put the
plates into the developing dishes and poured over them
the solution he handed to me. In due course the images
appeared, and taking them to the light I held them up and
wo all clearly saw the additions.

In my own photograph it was undoubtedly the face,
surrounded by sn aura, of my dear and only son who was
killed in France on September 16th, 1916, within a fortnight
of attaining his 19th birthday. The lli{eness‘ is clear an
unmistakable, and greatly resembles a photograph he had
taken in the autumn of 1915. ‘In the spirit p oto%raph,
however, the face looks somewhat thinner and youngey, and
the pose is different. The addition on my friend’s photo
was unknown to us. ) ;

In this instance ‘‘faking’’ was impossible.  Nobody
touched the plates, until alter they were developed, but
myself.  But had Mr. Hope done the whole process himself
fraud would have been equally impossible, because the face
is unmistakably that of my boy—not vague or shadowy, but
clear for all to see. And the fact that neither Mr. Hope
nor Mrs. Buxton knew that I was going, what my name was,
where I came from, or that I had lost a son, until I told
them after I had seen the result and a dprooﬁ had been.glven
mo to take away, constitutes a splendid piece of evidence
of the genuineness of the Crewe Circle.

On the right temple are two distinct marks. * Qur dear
boy, we were informed, was twice hit'in the head by burst-
ing shells, and we are endeavouring to find out whether the
wounds were in the right temple as shown in the photograph.

ONE of our friends is desirous of acquiring a copy of
Howitt’s “History of the Supernatural.”’ . The Editor will
be glad to hear from any person who has the work for dis-
posal.

TrE WoNDER o Music.—Alone out of all the sciences and
arts, music has no foundation upon anything on éarth.
Who can by.any means account for the variety of passions
excited within him by the mere difference of the spacing,
time, or rhythm of music? In my new condition o Tiving
I notice that the soul throws out with most disdainful im-
patience music that was formerly beautiful to my mind and

eart; and certain types of flowing cadences (very rarely to
be found) sustained in high, flowing, delicate, and soaring
continuity will produce in her conditions akin to a madness
of joy. Tor one bricf instant she remembers! but cannot
utter what!—“Tur GoLprN FouNTAIN.”
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“BHE- RIDDLE OF THE PAINFUL EARTH.
* Mr: G. E. Owen (Pontypridd) sends us a long

article entitled ‘“An Infant’s Death.”’
- space for it we can only give it in summary. Mr. Owen

As we have not

raises the question as to whether all the events of life

are under the control of a Supreme Being, and points

. -out:-that ‘while some of the happenings in. human ex-

perience are - controllable
man’s. will and intellig
;v quakes, . thunderstorms and ti
. direetion.

.of-purely natural law.

, or partly controllable, by
ence, others,

such as earth-

dal waves, are beyond his
--They..come, in short, under the operations
One could add to these, of
course, the whole of the larger operations of Nature in

- the visible world. Man can destroy a flower; he cannot

.-arrest the. movements of a planet.

But Mr. Owen is

~-ehiefly concerned with those events which are inimical

* to human happiness, and h
. the. death of a health
age of six months,

e gives as his central example
y and beautiful boy baby at the
‘“Even the nurse who attended to

+* the obsequies of death declared that * it was a sin that

such 1 fine little body had to go to the grave.’ "’

Our

. driend goes on to remark that utterances such as these

‘“‘are-really spontaneous
-and indicate that there i
So it would seem, for
. it is difficult . to reconc

protests against such tragedies,
s something wrong somewhere.”’
if the little boy died of disease,
ile the fact with the statement
.that he was.in a healthy condition. The influenza from

+ which he -suffered must have found some weak spob.

.- intended. so to. be
-+ ordered - that- many

* In' considerin

g Mr. Owen’s arguments, we remem-

ber, first of .all; that this is an imperfect world, and was

. field of: thouglht.

- increasing in extent.
. --helpless. in.the face of
. descendants, have.harn
+ them do our bidding.
" disease.”

sophical reasonings.
-usimple- reflections.
- small; of the operati

But there mu

Many vclumes of
- .have .been devoted to its considera

are-hardly suitable for the consideration of deep philo-
Let us therefore make a few

There w

; second, that it is so benevolently
, if not all, the things we lament as
tragedies are later triumphantly transformed into the
- means of beauty and blessing;
.ments.must be very partial, for
-small a field ih the great
‘it is inconceivable that
. ings of Infinite Pyrpose.”’
some of our wisest thinkers d
-or-they.would not happen.
 Put while we ma
Qwen’s arguments,

third, that our judg-
we can survey so very
Plan. Mr. Owen writes that
these things are the outwork-
e have to differ, for
o.conceive that they are,

y not altogether agree with Mr.
his article opens up a very wide
profound philosophy
tion.

These pages

It is clear that a portion, however

nor can it be

ons of life are under human control,
-and it is' also obvious that that portion is continually
Our savage ancestors were almost
natural phenomena.

We, their

esscd the elements and made
We are graduall
We have advanced so greatly
our forefathers suffered uncomplainingly a century or
. twe ago excite us.to fierce revolt.
~protest is a typical instance of the fact.
of growth rather than of despair.
“‘something wrong.’’
not become wrong,
kind recognizes the defect.
which he, speaks attacked
valuable lives.
- sqmewhere, some defect late
. perhaps.the outcome of anec
- -dispbedience to the laws of life.
- much of. the evils of life as he is

v exterminating
that the things

Mr. Owen’s own

It is a mark

He finds there is
Why truly, but the thing does
righted, until man-
The influenza plague of
apparently healthy and
st have been a weak spot
nt in the human system,
estral misdeeds or modern
Man conquers just as
fitted to conquer. In

- time, he will make so large a conquest that the world

. will be a happy and desirable dw
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“THE MEDIUM IN THE MASK.

A CriticAL REPORT BY DR. ABRAEAM WALLACE.

We received the subjoined report from Dr. Abraham
Wallace immediately after the first public séance given by
the “Masked Medium’’ in the Victoria Hall of the Criterion
Restaurant on May 19th of the present year, a full account
of which appeared in LicaT of the 3lst of that month
(page 175).

Faced with several conflicting accounts of the powers of
the alleged medium at this and subsequent exhibitions, and
looking to ‘the possibility of inducing her to submit to 2
special test séance under the strictest conditions, we held
ever Dr. Wallace’s account. It is now due to the cause of
psychic investigation that the account should appear, more
especially as il has been freely stated that the exhii)ition,
though entirely bogus, was accepted by Spiritualists as
genuine.” We may say that we were well aware that the
exhibition was given under the direction of Mr. Selbit, a
gentleman highly skilled as conjurer and illusionist, a
sufficient reason for extreme caution.

DR. WALLACE’S REPORT.

The first public exhibition of the so-called ‘‘Medium in
the Mask’ in the Victoria Hall of the Criterion Restaurant,
was, in my opinion, a trick performance from beginning to
end, without any of the characteristic features of genuine
psychic phenomena, and thus challenges criticism, in spite
of the claims made that “her powers have been tested by such
experts as Lady Glenconner, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Sir
Henry Lunn and others.”’

The first item, as stated in the programme, was ‘“Psycho-
metric Impressions.”” Anyone present who was accustomed
to experiment with a sensitive possessing the special psyehic
faculties for psychometry must have noticed that there was
not any indication of transcendent powers, with one or two
exceptions, which may have been mere guesses. Instead of
the “medium’”’ giving any history of the different articles
collected from the audience which were placed in small black
bags, she merely described them. The first suspicious cir-
cumsfance confirming my adverse opinion was that the bags,
instead of being dput into a box with a lid, were, by the lady’s
manager, stuffed through an opening in the upper side of a
box, which, to disarm suspicion, was placed in view of the
audience all the time. This box, again, instead of being tied
uP with a cord was suspended over the stage by a broad band
of cloth, which doubtless served to conceal from view another
hole in the back of the box through which the bags were con-
veyed to the voluminous black breeches of the attendant, whe
held it close to the openings of his pockets. The bags, thus
secreted, were doubtless conveyed to a confederate at the
side of the slage, who carefully inspected each article and
communicated the description by normal means to the lady
standing on a sheet of glass. Owing to the mask coverin
the lady’s face, except her interesting dark eyes, one ooulg
not observe whether her lips moved or not while the
descriptions were given.

“ The second and third items—‘Direct Voice’’ and

Materialisation” phenomena—were performed by means of
& cabinet hurriedly erected on a large piece of linoleum.
But apparently such a cabinet as is usually employed in an
ordinary séance would not suffice for the purpose: suspicious
dark curtains must be hung up on the inside around the
ack and lateral walls by several hustling attendants, one
of them being no doubt a trained confederate, who remained
behind the back curtain, while the front of the cabinet was
closed by a dark, meshed screen of gauze or wire. A large
me%aphone had been hung over the lady’s head so that the
confederate from the back could give forth sepulchral tones
through the trumpet. There were electric lights above each
side of the stage, but these were so arranged that there was
sufficient darkness in the depths of the cabinet for the con-
ederate_ to _operate the megaphone and to personate a
materialisation. I happened to be sitting behind a gentle-
man who stealthily used a flashlight while the confederate
had ventured forward to the side of the lady, who at once
calied out, “Get back, get back.” Persons from the
audience were invited to walk around the outside of the
cabinet, but no one was allowed to enter it. The cabinet
was disbanded, and the confederato could easily escape from
1t while the dark curtains were being removed. While the
black bags containing the returned articles were heing re-
moved through the hox from the attendant’s breeches several
people could apparently see whence they came, and one
gentleman demanded the production of the box, hut it was
rapidly taken to the retiring room.

The fourth item was the precipitation of a picture. Little
attention was given to this, as the trick has been done quite

successfully without supernormal means, on the stages of .

various conjurers.
hen anyone has witnessed the genuine phenomena of
the direct voice and materialisation he is not easily taken in
y the counterfeit.
.In a discussicn which was permitted from time to.timo
I indicated that if the lady had been a genuine medium a
great risk was run even by the unexpected use of a light
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or by any sudden interference, as ‘had;h'aipe_n_ed»in the case
of the late Madame d’Esperance and other mediums, who
at once had hemorrhage from the lungs, showing at least
how little the laws governing supernormal phenomena are
understood. .

ApraEAM WALLACE.

+*x It is to be ohserved that the performances of the
¢ Masked Medium »’ were never endorsed as genuine by
LicaT, although they included a few results not easily to be
explained. o were frequently asked whether the lady was
a genuine medium. It is quite possible that she was.
Mediumship is a difficult matter to pronounce_ upon off-
hand. Rut it was clear enough that most of her demonstra-
tions could be explained by the resources of conjuring. Mr.
Selbit, as the spokesman of the promoters of the exhibition,
publicly proclaimed that it was purely a commercial enter-

rise. But in private he made certain claims for the masked
ady as a fenume psychic. 'These claims could only have
been proved by a special séance under test conditions, which,
SI? far as we could ascertain, was never conceded.—ED. :

IGHT.

CONVINCING MESSAGES FROM THE
UNSEEN.

By H. A. DaLiaAs.

The following extracts from personal letters addressed to
me will, I think, interest readers of LicHT.

I would like to preface them by saying that the writer
of the letters—Mrs. Davidson—has derived immense com-
fort from the knowledge of the nearness and power to com-
municate of those in the Unseen which her experiences have
brought to her,

Her hushand passed over on active service in the East
about two years ago. Both Mrs. Davidson and -her sister
have marked psychic faculties and they have used them with
admirable good sense, self-restraint and balanced judgment.
The effect, as far as I can see, has been wholly beneficial,
hoth spiritually and physically; the comfort and joy which
have come into this home are f)eing shared with others. I
have my friend’s permission to quote from her letters, using
pseudonyms.

The communications began with table tilts, the two-sisters
sitting alone together at the table. After a while they tried
using a pencil, holding it together in their Ieft hands; they
thus obtained written messages.

On October 23rd, 1918, Mrs. Davidson wrote_to me that
her husband had told her that a sister living in London was
ill, and that an intimate friend of this sister wished to send
her a message. Quite different writing then followed and
this was written: ‘“‘God will, will, will give you your heart’s
desire.”” She continues, “{Ve noticed the time, and asked
my sister what she had been doing at that particular time,
and she told us she had noticed the time and had felt
¢ presences ' strongly; at the time she was playing on her
ofgan, ‘O Rest in the Lord and He will give you your heart’s
desire.” ’> A comforting experience, indeed, for it seems
to show that these intimate friends were conscious of each
other—the one who had gained the larger life being the
more clearly aware of the two, and able to respond through
the instrumentality of the sisters, who were at that moment
getting writing.

After he had passed over Major Davidson showed con-
tinued interest in the war. On August 8th, 1918, he wrote

through his wife and sister-in-law’s hands: ‘“We hope
Hindenburg line will not stop us this time. French staff
magnificent. Navy coming out have lots of

courage.’’ We have since learned that the German Navy
would have ‘“‘come out’’ at last if the sailors had not refused
to sail. From the Other Side this intention was no doubt
clearly scen; but apparently the circumstances which pre-
vented its fulfilment were not foreseen. .

In another letter received last July my friend relates a
striking incident. Her brother-in-law had come home on
leave. Although interested, he was by no means convinced
that the writings were really communications from the Other
Side. A few days before his leave expired the following
occurred (I quote from the letter):—

“T am so happy to he able to tell you that Edward has

“had a most convincing message from his mother through our

hands. The words, ‘* Man_Pania’ were written, and re-
written four times, at our request, as Nora and I could not
understand. and we remarked that it might be the name of
some writer of a boolk on the subject for Edward to read,
as it followed after the words, ¢ Edward in the near future
will feel the truth of it.” We asked them to give the
messago in another way, and we got—°‘ Sonny, Sonny.'
Fdward was in the room reading and had been listening
to ‘ Man Pania,” saying nothing until this, and he now
told us that the words were Hindustani and his mother used
to call him ¢ Sonny Man Pania’' (the ¢ a ’ pronounced like a
u) when he was a little boy, and only she and his father
knew this. He has had messages for his sister, whose little
boy has just passed over; he feels that when he sees her
in India he will be able to help her much more convincingly.”
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" JESUS CHRIST AND ‘SPIRITUALISM.

———

In LicaT of the 9th inst. we suggested that the discussion
on this question should be allowed to drop, but we think it
advisable to give below a few remaining letters, leaving the
Rev. F. Tielding-Ould to make a further repl{1 if he so
desires. Beyond this we cannot admit any further corres-
pondence on the subject.

Mr. R. A. Bush writes:— .

The Editor of LicaT may be right in suggesting that the
discussion of this question might now be closed. The Rev.
F. Fielding-Ould states his reason for believing in the
“divinity’’ of Jesus very clearly, and so long as he does not
try to force his views upon the movement we may be very
sympathetic with them. I do not wish to prolong the dis-
cussion on that subject, but I hope you will allow me to ask
the reverend gentleman in your columns if he realises what
his recent statement involves? He said that if Spirit-
ualism (as a movement) rell{)udiates the divinity of Jesus he
will at once beﬁin to speak against it. Therefore it must
be to him a bad and pernicious movement. Will he with-
draw his book, ‘“The Wonders of the Saints in the Light of
Spiritualism,’” and recant the views which he expresses
therein? He cannot honestly hunt with the hounds and
run with the hare—he cannot serve God and mammon. The
whole book is written with the express purpose of showing
that as Spiritualistic  phenomena have l;)een proved to be
true the psychic phenomena associated with the lives of the
Saints of the Christian Church should also be believed and
that inferentially the phenomena recorded in the Bible are

.also true. ~He cannot call upon Spiritualism to support.
- his Church history and then speak against it as evil.

We read and hear much. about the dangers of Spirit-
ualism. ~ One of them is that it makes the honest investi-
gator change his views on many questions, and when the
point comes to a priest in the Church of England he is faced
with a bitter struggle and the necessity of making a
momentous decision. Mr. Fielding-Ould, in his delightful
book, writes in condemnation of the man who clings
obstinately to what he has been taught and closes his ears

- against new aspects of truth. Iet Mr. Fielding-Ould con-

tinue his investigation of Spiritualism in this spirit, for he
has yet much to learn from it. And there is also something
to be learned from the stories of Galileo and Bishop Cranmer.

Viewing_ the subject from quite a different standpoint,
Miss Alice M. Crathern (Bayswater) says:—

I have been interested in Spiritualism for twenty years,
investigating all phases of it, and I have come to the con-
clusion that Spiritualism will never have real life and being
till the movement as a whole acknowledges Christ as Divine,
and as the highest source of ‘ingpiration.

. Just now it seems to me that Spiritualism needs the help-.

ing hand of the true Church of Christ. Let Spiritualism
demonstrate to the Church the continuity of life beyond
the grave, and let the Church guard the door of communica-
tion, so that there are fewer wolves in sheep’s clothing
coming through to deceive even the very elect.

" Instead of the Cliurch demouncing Spiritualism as ‘‘of
the devil,” why cannot it follow the command of the New
Testament to ‘’I'ry the spirits whether they are of-God’’ ?

The great ‘“Revelation’ has undoubtedly come through
modern %piritualism, and with the sympathies of the Church
could do much for the common good of humanity, but if the
Church ignores the great and wonderful communion of the
two worlds, neither the Church nor Spiritualism will
accomplish that which God expects of it.

Mr. Arthur Wedd ({Bristol) deprecates attempts to set
up a dogmatic standard and a test for Christians:—

Are not the endless squabbles over questions such as the
meaning people apply to such a word as “Divinity’’ sufficient

-warning? Surely our motto is ‘‘Freedom of conscience,’’ and

all realise how hard it is for the clergy to get free of life-
long acquiescence in the formulwo of the Churcles. How

. this comes out in ‘‘Letters from the Other Side,’’ where I

can see the dear old clergyman fearful of losing his hold on
his friends by startling their preconceived ideas of his
former teaching by his present far wider understanding. I
find it immensely interesting.

‘Would it not be possible in your paper to divide roughly
the hooks advertised into spirit teachings and those dealing
with 1(phenomena,?

I feel the need of some progressive guide for readers. I
have found nothing higher than “Spirit Teachings,”” which
I cherish as my greatest help, and “Letters from the Other
Side’’ leads up to it.

After all, each soul must seek and find for itself. But
I do think, if appealed to, some of the leaders would publish
a list of books in order to help and guide the many inquirers.

Mr. Wm. A. Jones (Abertillery), an active worker in our
movement, has rent us on a postcard a brief communication
in Esperanto, to the following effect: ‘‘Spiritualists do not
approve of a blind confession of the Saviour as God. They

seek the living witness of tt

the Holy Spirit in men anc

not deny the greatness of th
They also desire before et
liberty of Divine service in
sweeping, unless the term
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FROM THE LIGHTHOUSE WINDOW.

“The Challenge of Spiritualism »’ is the title given to an
nterview with Sir Arthur Conan Doyle in the “Daily
Chronicle” of August 13th.

The interviewer, Mr. Charles Dawbarn, writes: ‘“There
s something so eminently sound and wholesome about Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle, something so British about the im-
nortal literary figure that he has given us for our perpetual
oy, that he would advertise any creed. Sure we are that
othing but sincerity and a desire to serve humanity lie at
he bottom of his missionary efforts for Spiritualism.”’

Dr. J. H. Hyslop writes in the July number of the Journal
f the American Society for Psychical Research:—*Dr.
‘harles Mercier, whose book we recently reviewed, is quoted
y the Rev. C. . Hudson in the ¢ Nineteenth Century ’ for

ay as saying: ‘I have lately had a great deal of experi-
mce of spiritualistic manifestations, and what I have seen
188’ compelled me to modify my views materially.” ”> Dr.
Ayslop has probably since learned that Dr. Mercier’s state-
nent was what is vulgarly known as spoof. He was simply
ulling the public leg.

Mr. W. T. Cooper, the g):eesident of the Marylebone
piritualist Association, has n seriously ill, but we are
lad to learn that a partial recovery has taken place. As
nost readers will know, Mr. Cooper has for many years been
ssociated with the propaganda of the movement in Maryle-
one, and althou%h now 1n his eighty-second year, he was
intil quite recently still active in that work. His friends
vill not soon forget that he was on the platform at the
reat Albert Hall meeting in April last, in spite of the fierce
nowstorm which prevailed at the time.

* - - -

It may be useful to some of those who are interested in
he direction of societies to be reminded that all the business
f a society should be transacted through the authorised
flicials. Members of a council or board of directors cannot
8 individuals enter into contracts binding on the corpora-
ion they represent. There is a good deal of laxity in these
natters, which may occasionally result in disagreeable
hocks, as in the case where the director of a company gave
n advertising order the bill for which was repudiated by
he company itself. In the action that followed the court
pheld the company, pointing out that the order would have
een binding had it been given by the Secretary.

Mr. Clodd, to whom reference was made in an article in
ast issue, comes in for some trenchant criticism by Professor
Iyslop in a recent number of the Journal .of the American
ociety for Psychical Research. Professor Hyslop writes:
Mr. Clodd, like others, has suddenly awakened to the fact
hat psychic research is making rapid strides towards con-
erting somebody to its interests, and he starts with the
igour and purpose of Don Quixote to attack the windmill.
here is not a trace of any personal investigation in the
ubject. He hae evidently started out with a preconception
f the subject, ransacked the literature for facts supposedly
avourable to scepticism, and ignored all facts on the other
de, to produce a book which he thinks will be an oracle
gainst Spiritualism.”’

Mr. A. P. Sinnett, in the course of an article in this
onth’s ‘“Nineteenth Century,”” on Reincarnation, makes
his reference to our subject: ‘“Its (life’s) continuance has
eased to be a matter of mere guesswork for the millions con-
erned with the simple variety of occult research described as
piritualism, and the current interest in that research is
pidly rendering the current contempt for it in most news-
apers an illustration of their patient efforts to represent
e greatest stupidity of the greatest number.”

L » L *

In a further passage Mr. Binnett says: ‘‘Spiritualism
ud other forms of belief concerning the future life include
‘vague expectation that infinite spiritual progress is pos-
ble after death down here. 8o it is, but the permanent
g0 is not spoon-fed with higher knowledge unless he has
ngendered a desire for it in his working period on the

hysical plane.”’
* L »

Psychic phenomena find a Place in William de Morgan’s
ew novel,'“The Old Madhouse.” A dead man’s voice is heard,
is form is seen where he disappeared, and finally his spirit
ppears in corporeal form, sits in an armchair and gives the
ero of the book advice with a view to preventing an impend-
g elopement. Tt is interesting to recall that the author
@ relative of Professor de Morgan, who contributed so
minous an exposition of Spiritualism to his wife’s remark-
ble book, ‘‘Krom Matter to Spirit,”
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Our recent Note on the possibility of a psychio solution
to the mystery of Chatterton’s “Rowley”’ poems, led to an
invitation from Mr. Windsor Fry, the artist, who saw the
Note, to visit his studio in Upper Baker-street and view a
picture which he produced some years ago, out of a strong
sympathy with the life of the ‘‘marvellous boy.” It repre-
sents the poet rising from his chair at dawn after a night’s
work.  The face is drawn and weary but the eyes are
strangely beautiful, as though, like Keats, he gazed on
wondrous things. There is a haunting pathos in the picture
into which the artist seems to have put his whole soul. We
noted the tarnished finery of the costume which the poor lad
starved himself to buy, that he might make a good impression
on those from whom he sought commissions for plays and
poems. We noted the guttering candle about to burn out
—a symbolic touch.

Last advices from Mrs. Wriedt, the famous medium_for
the Direct Voice, tell us that although fully prepared to
visit this country, difficulties at the last moment have
sprung up in regard to her obtaining a ?assage. These
may be overcome, in which case we shall gladly give notice
of her arrival here.

- » - *

In what is called a “‘catechism’ in the last issue of the
“Weekly Dispatch’” Sir William Barrett deals with some of
the many questions arising out of the theory of an etheric
body. The question, put by the journal, involving the
idea that a piece of bound ether detached from its material
mould ‘““can hover around, looking at the vessel it has left’
is eloquent of the misconceptions that prevail. The
questioner overlooked the fact that the etheric body must,
on the hypothesis, be animated by the same life which
animated the material body. 8ir Oliver I.odge has pointed
this out, bnt it will need some thousands of repetitions
before it can Fenetrate the minds of the unthinking, who
habitually confuse the body with its animating principle.

- - - L

On the subject of occasional mistakes and failures in
psychic communications, a contributor writes: ‘‘Our spirit
glasses are not yet achromatic and exact, so they give
mirages of various sorts.”” As we have said before, these
errors show how very unsupernatural the whole subject is.
1f it had been flawless and faultless we should have viewed
it with grave suspicion.-

* * * L 2

“We have already entered upon a new era,’” said a keen
observer of the time as he discussed the present state of the
world. “It is the stormy dawn of a new and brighter day.”

- L] * -

The Rev. J. Tyssul Davies, in his book, ‘“A League of
Religions,” thus classifies the great, living religions of the
world : Zoroastrianism, the Reliﬁion of Purity ; Brahmanism,
the Religion of Justice; Buddhism, the Religion of Com-
passion; Confucianism, the Religion of the Golden Rule;
Mohammedism, the Religion of Submission; Christianity,
the Religion of Service.

- -* - -

One thing which especially strikes us about the present
time is its relentless pressure. Nothing that has not virtue
in it is likely to withstand the stress of the next few years.
The rotten elements of society which festered and flourished
in the old pre-war days will be cut away remorselessly as
time goes on.
* * -

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle replied in last week’s issue of
“Truth’ to the doubts cast by that journal on the genuine-
ness of the spirit photograph of his son obtained at Crewe
on May 31st. After giving details of the manner in which
the photograph was taken Sir Arthur sums up with the
remark, “The results are complex and mysterious, but, they
need earnest and sympathetic consideration, not indis-
criminate and ignorant abuse.”

Tais change we call death is simﬁly'the withdrawal of -
the real man from the temporary physical body that has
been his instrument to relate him to the J)hysxcal world—
withdrawing, as one withdraws his hand from a glove.
Where is he, then? Not in another place, but in another
The nature of the ether, as described by
Sir Oliver Lodge, reveals a rational and reasonable basis on
which to formulate this new environment to which man goes
after withdrawing from the physical.—LiniAN WHITING in
the ‘“‘Occult Review.”

Tre UNFETTERED MinD.—The great law of the external
worlds of form is multiplicity, and one of the most far-
reaching root-evils is to ﬁe one-idea’d. To be incapable of
more than one idea, to be bound above all things to omne
passion, is, when we leave this world, a very sad hindrance.
One of the greatest and most easily recognised signs of
spirituality is to be many-idea’d, to be unattached, or
cqually attached to all; this brings with it a certain freedom
which is indispensable for advancement in the he_a\"en worlds.
—MinniEg B, TaEoBALD in “The Missing Goddess.’
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' METHODS' OF COMMUNICATION.

A PrrA ror THE TABLE.

. Most writers on Spiritualism are inclined to despise or
ignore the table as a means of communication, on the ground
that ‘ the game is .not worth the candle ”’ and that
the ‘results have 'no evidential value. While admitting
that.it is an elementary and clumsy method, I believe there
are greater possibilities in it than is sometimes supposed,
und perhaps the experience of one small circle may prove
helpful to other beginners. To sit round a table and wait
for any spirit who hapFens "to come along and then to
guess who it is, is likely to lead only - to confusion. and
deception.  The secret of success seems to be to secure
the services of some-one on the other side who will always
he present and superintend the sittings. . Our .guides
exercise this function, and each of them has a special signal
by which he or she is knowii. As a rule one particular
ﬁl}ldq, whom I will call X., takes charge.
is tilting are distinctive, and he has shown himself to be
of high spiritual attainment, and deeply versed in occult
lore, It may be objected that we have no evidence that
he is really what he pretends to be. Certainly we have
no legal .proof, but after five years’ intercourse we have
become familiar with his character and personality, and
look upon him as an old and tried friend. The help and
guidance he has given us have been continuous and pro-
gressive, and are without doubt the product of one and the
same ‘mind.

Ours is a family circle of at most four members, more
often only.three or even'two; nor is any one of us highly
sensitive; . We have no success when we try to spell out
messages, and the Quija board is of no use to us. We
therefore confine ourselves to question and answer (‘‘Yes”
or ‘“No”). But this limitation is not without its advan-
tages. - Spelling out is a purely mechanical process and
needs no effort on the part of the sitters. On the other
hand, the endeavour “to ‘‘ sense ’ what the visitor wishes
to convey does undoubtedly tend to develop the intuitional
faculties and is thus a step towards higher methods. One
soon learns to avoid leading questions, to narrow down the
subject until one finds out what the spirit wishes to speak
about, ~or if one asks for information oneself, to receive,
telepathically I suppose, the impression of what is in the
communicator’s mins. .

Our procedure, then, is as follows: After prayer, we
wait until X., or another of our guides, gives his signal.
We then ask whether we may sit, whether all is well, and
whether he has anything to say about the last sitting. If
there has been anything amiss, he will then tell us, and
this is a check against deception and error. ~Then we
ask whether the guide has any message for us, and if, as
almost always happens, he has, we proceed .to ‘‘ sense
what it is.  When he has given us all the information he
wishes, we ask any questions we may have previously pre-
pared, and finally we enquire whether there is anyone else
wanting to speak to us. If there is, we find out, not by
guessing or suggesting names, but by careful questioning,
who it is, and if we are at all doubtful we refer to X. again
for confirmation. ' : -

In this way we have received, especially from X., a great
amount of most helpful -information, e.g., guidance as to
prayer, help in difficulties such as all who try to live the
higher life are bound to incur, advice about books and
lines of study, and valuable counsel in dealing with others
who need help, often indicating subtle differences of
approach such as we should never have thought of.
cannot agree with Mr. De Holte (. 154) that the answers are
invariably what one expects. In our experience this is
very far from being the case.)  Such messages sometimes
emanate from X. himself, at other times they are given to
him by higher spirits to transmit to us. Ixcept in very
important matters, it is best not to ask for advice on purely
worldly affairs. ‘e have to use our own judgment, and
not become dependent on that of any spirit. But in
matters concerning the spiritual life, we find the guidance
of X. of the greatest possible value. o .

Another way in which the tdble is useful is in conjunc-
tion with automatic (or rather ‘ inspirational »’) writing,

ractised by two of our members. Appointments are made
gy our guides through the table, and if difficulties or mis-
takes occur, they can be cleared up in the same way.

I do not claim that we are never deceived. h
to learn through one’s mistakes. But at any rate, with
some such safeguards as I_have indicated, a reasonable
amount of security is assured, and errors can afterwards be
rectified. -I do not think that anyone who had joined in
our sittings would say there was nothing evidential in
them. On that point the best proof is given by the results
obtained. ’ i 5 B

Ir “Labour’’ knew all the data upon which “Capital”’
has to make its calculations, and “Capital” knew of all the
desires and grievances which worry the under-world of
«Labour,” both would have made a .long step towards that
partuership in sympathy and effort on which the future
of this country depends. — T, Harcourr KircHIN, in

¢ Fortnightly Review.”?
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LIFE AFTER DEATH.

Death, be not proud, though some h
Mighty and dreadful, for thou art n
For those whom thou think’st thou
Die not, poor Death; nor yet cans
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And Death shall be no more:
Death, thou shalt die!
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R (SR ... 110 6-30
e Sl e T
Groy: A1, Hig, reet ...
*Ealin _e Road, Ealing .
Broadway . 7-0
Forest Gate, E.I.S.A., Earlham Hall,

Earlham Grove ... . 10
*Fulh: tice Street, Munster Road 11-16 7-0
Hacokr Amhurst Road 70
Harrov tive Hall, Mason's Avenue,

w 6.30
'Kil':ﬁ .!gly Rooms, Bishop’s Hall,
Lewish driory, 410, High Btreet 6-30
'Lit%: rd Avenue Corner, Church 620
Londo: Mission, 18, Pembridge

Pl ater, W. ... w. 110 6-30
*Mano _ ‘itual Church, Shrewsbury

Road .. 11-0 6-30
Marylebone, 3, Vere-street, Oxford-street, o
“Peckl - ine Hall, Lausanne Road 11-30 70
*Plaist alists’ Hall, Breemar Road 6.80

Tamy verance Hall, Villas Road 1-0

Richm Assembly Rooms ... 7-0
*Strati on Road, Forest Lane... 70
*Tottercan:, sue Chestnuts,” 684, High
.UpRoadH owes. Grovedats’ Hall” Grove . 10

er Hollowa rovedale Hall, Greve- .

Bale Boad o or e T 1196 ... 10
*Wimbledon, 4 and 5, Broadway 6.80

*Lyeeum (Spiritualists’ Bund;s.' Sch};;)l) at 8 1;m

Concentration and Character Building.

By Dorothy Grenside,

A - Prastical Course in Concentration, Thought Control and
Character Building.

144 pages, 2/8 net, post free.
Orrion or “Ligar,’”’ 6, QueeN Square, LoNper, W.0. 1.

Orron or “Lienr,” 6, QUEEN Squars, Loxpon, W.0. . -

THE PROOFS OF THE TRUTHS
OF SPIRITUALISM. |

BY 7HE
Prof. G. HENSLOW,
F.LS8, F.G.8, F.R.HS.

Rev. M.A.

An extraordinarily definite aceount of experiments and results in
Automatic Handwriting —Trance—Seances—A pports—Poltergeists—
Radio-Mediumistic Phenomena—Matter through Matter—Levitation
—Spirit Lights—Spirit Bodies and Olothes—Spirit Photography —
Psychography—Materialisations, &c.
With 51 Illustratsons of Spirit Drawings, d&e.
8/- net post tree.

OrricE oF “Ligur,” 6, QuEEN Squirg, Lonpon, W.C. Ls

Rupert Lives!
By THE REV. WALTER WYNN.
(Editor * The Young Man and Woman.’)

This remarkable book is a striking verification of Sir Oliver
Lodge’s “RAYMOND.” It contains even more convincing
evidence. Rupert Wynn was the Author’s only son, who gave
his life for Britain. His father—the Author of this book—wag .
stricken with poignant grief, but was assured by Miss Estelle
Stead that his son was living, and would speak to him if only
he allowed him to do so. Entering upon his investigations in
an utterly sceptical state of mind as to the possibility of spirit
communication, this beok records the Author’s arrival at the
certain belief that his son lives and is happy. At the end of
the book will be found a letter from Mr. J. A, Hill (Author of
® Man is a Spirit ”).

Paper Covers, 176 pages; 2s. 9d. net, post free,

Office of LicHT, 6, Queen Square, Southampton Row, W.C.1,

ASTROLOGICAL LESSONS by
E. JOSEPHINE PURDOM.

A Course of 13 Lessons for £1 is,

LESSONS WILL BE CORRECTED BY THE TEACHER THROUGH THE POST.

These lessons are beautifully arranged, and simply set forth, and are a
boon te those who dealreyto become acquainted with the mystic
soience of Astrology. :
For further particulars apply to— .
MRS. PURDOM, “Bllnkbonanyi"; 'I;udor Hill, Sutton Coldfield,
ngland.

JUST PUBLISHED.

AN AMAZING SEANCE
AND AN EXPOSURE.
By Sydney A. Moseley.
With an Introduction by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle,

A straightforward record of an independent investigation into the
claims of Spiritualism.

«Mr, Moseley is an honest and very sane observer.
deserve the most careful attention.”—A. CONAN DOYLE.

Cloth, Illustrated, 166 pages, 3s. 3d. post free.
LieaT Office, 6, Queen Square, London, W.C. 1.

His conclusjons’



b

Practlcal Yoga.

~ byR. J: Lees.

-o

.~ LIGHT.

[August 23 1919.

STANDARD BOOKS SUPPLIED T0 ORDER FOR GASH ONLY

Post. free from the Office of LIGHT, -6, QUEEN 'SQUARE, SOUTHAMPTON Row. Loxbon, W.0. 1,8
the pnces quoted. Remittances must accompany ordepx, otherwnse they cannot be sent

Spmt Teachlngs Throuoh the Mediumshi pr of

Wm. Stainton Moses (M.A. Ozxon.). -By Automatic or Passive °
. Writing. With a Bmgrap]g {Charlton T. Speer and two’ fnll-page
portraits ; eighth edition. Cloth, 324 pages, 6s. 6d.

n the Threshold of the Unseen.

An Ex-

amination of the Phenomens of 8 iritualism and of the lvn- :

dence for Survival after Death. . By
Cloth, 336 pages, 8s.

Man is a- Spirit. A Collectlon of ‘spontaneous

oases of Dream, Vision and Eestasy, By J. Arthur Hill, Cloth,
109 pages, 5s. 5d.

ir William Bsrrott, E.R.8

Nt

Its History, Phenomena and

Spmtuallsm

Doctrine. By J. Artlmr Hill, Introductxon by er A. Cona.u '

‘Doyle. 'Cloth, 270 pages, 8s,

The Harmonial Philosophy.. A Compendlum and

Di esu of the Works of Andrew Jacksoa Da.vu. the Aamsrican
Soor. loth 424 pages, 11s.

he Reho'lon of To-Morrow.
Cloth, 320 pages, 4s. 11d.

Hu an Magnetism ; or, How to Hypnomse. A
Practical Ha.ndbook for Students of Mesmerism. By Professor .

James Coates. With Ten Plates, showing induction of phenomena,
Expenmental and Curative. Thu'd Edition. ' Cloth, 6-. 6d.

By W. J . Colville. :

'Telepathy, Genuine and- E‘raudulent.
‘pages, %s. 9d.

eeing the [nvisible. Practical Studies in Psy-

ehometry, Thought Transference, Telepathy, and Allied Phe-
nomena. By James Coates, Ph.D., F.AS loth, 6s. 6d. - )

Phobographmg the Invisible.

Practical St;udles

ames

- in Spirit Pho gra'})hy, é)mt ‘Portraiture and other Rare, but

Allied Phenomena.
graphs. Cloth, 6s. 8d

MMhe Gift of the Spirit. Essays by Prentlce
Mulford. Edited by A. E. Waite. 4s. 11d.

oates, Ph.D., F.A.8. With 90 photo-

. Cloth 160 pages, 2s. 8d.

1s1ons, Prev1snon§ and Mu‘acles in Modem
‘l.‘unes ByE Howard Gtev.D D.S. Cloth;, 532psges, 5s.6d

There Two Worlds Meet. Bndgmb ‘the Gulf }

betwhen Mnttet .nd Sbmt By Bn' wmim Barnshaw Oooper 3
Cloth, 4s. 6d. ,

Our foe After Death. By bhe Rev. A.rthur'

Chambers. Cloth, 4s, lld -

ur Self after. Death
Chambers 170 pages, 3s. 11d. .

,.Hafed ‘Prince of Persia; His Expenence in

Earth-Life and Spmt-l:nfe, being Spmt Communications received
through Mr. David Duguid, the Glasgow Trance-Painting Mediam, -
With an Aspendix contamxng communications. from the Spirit A.ﬂuh. 4
Ruisdal and Steén. 592 pp ey Gs Bd post free.

Ob]ectlons to Spiritualism Answered By H A
Dallas. Boards, 128pagea 28, 2§d

By the Rev. Arthur

By W,
Wortley Bagga.lly. ‘With prefaoe by Sir 0 Lodge C!oth,

- .

:I Heard a Voice ; or, The Great. Explorat.lon. By

ng’s Counsel. Spu-lt Communications by automatioc writing, .

throngh his two young daughters. - Cloth, 272 pages, Ts. 11d..

' Our LlVlné Dead. Talks w1th Unknown Fmends

Preface by General Bir Alfrad “Turnet,

kY

arine Bates.

Personal and Spmtual Remlms 1

My Father.
~ oences. By Hstelle W. Sbead The life of W. T. Stead. Oloth.
378 pages, 2s. 9hd.

eminiscences. By Alfred Smedley. Includ—

ing an account of ' Muvellous Spirit Mamfestat:ons. 1s.3d.

The Little Pilgrim in the Unseen. By Mrs.
Oliphant. Cloth, 2s.3d.

‘fter Death. New Enlarged Edition of Letters,

from Julia. Given through W. T. Stead. Cloth, 3s. 11d.

Its Value and How it

Practlcal Psychometry :
,is, Mastered. ByOHashnu Hara, 1s, 8d.

A Series of Thorouohly

Practical Lessons upon the Philosophy 'and Practice of Yo%d 8 with
" & chapter devoted to Persian Magic. By O Hashnu Hara., 1s

Practlcal ‘Hypnotism. Teaching eighteen differ-

ent methods of induci Mesmensm or Hypnotism. By O
Hashnu Hara. 1s.8d. cne P v

he Voices. ASequel to Ghmpses of the Next

State. Acoounts of Sittings for the Direct Voice in 1912-13. By .
Vice-Admiral W, Usborne Moore. Cloth, 461 pages, 4s. .

one West. Threé Narratlves of After-Deat.h
- Experiences. Communicated toJ. S."M. Wa.rd. B.A. Cloth,
359 pages, 5s. 6d.

Teachm.os of -Love. . Transmitted: by. wntmg
through M. E. Introduction by Elhs T. Powell LL.B., D.So.- 88
pages, ls. \

The New Revelatnon. By Slr A- Conan Doyle. |

Clo‘th 170 pages, 5s, 4d. Paper covers, 28.9d. .

Prlvate Dowdmg A Plain. Record of the A.fter- |
Death Experiences of a Soldier. - Gloth, 109 p&zes. 23.10d. |

‘The Ministry of Angels Here and ‘Beyond. By |

a Hospital Nurse (Joy). ,174 pages, 2s.-2)d.

hantasms of the Living. By Edmund Gurney,

- F. W. H. Myers, sud F. Podmore Abridged edition, prepared by
Mrs, Henry Sidgwick. Dealing “with Telepahhy and Apparitions;
16 Spirit Drawings. _Cloth. 520 pages, 16s. 6d.

Speaklng Across the Border Line. Letters from

a Husband in Spirit Life to His Wife on Eacth, Paper covers,
2s.3d. Art Linen Binding, 3s, 4d.

'Not Silent, if Dead. By H. (Haweis). anouch

the Medmmslnp of Parma. Cloth, 3s. 11d.

he Human Aura and tha
Colour. By W. J. Colville, 1s. 74d.’

Claude s Book. idited by L. Kelway-Bamber
With letter from Sir Olivér Lodge. Cloth, 149 pages, | 6s. 4d.

tualism. A Philosoph .
SpglEl:anss%loth. 76pa.ges.(1)f ggi Y Of Llfe By W

Through the Mists, or Leaves from the Auto-

Slgniﬁcan‘:e of

bxograph of a Soul in Paradise, Reoorded for the author, By

R.J. Lees. loth 4s. 6d.

The Life Elysian. Bemg More Leaves from the

Autoblograd)hy of & Soulin Paradise. Recorded for the author

loth, 335 pages, 4s 5d.

The Undiscovered Countr .

Spirit;naliém in the Bible. -

L . B 1
‘A Sequeace of |
Spirit Messages describing Death and’ the After World. Edited |

- by Harold Bayley. Cloth, 270 pages, 6s. 6d.

There 1s no Death. By Florence Marrya.t Clot,h, i
265 pages, 28, 10d.

. N

‘ere and Hereafter. - A Treatise on St?u'it.ual

Philoso hy. offering & Scientific and Rational Solu on of the
Problem of Life and Death By Leon Denis.’ Cloth, 4s

he Next Room.: Experiences, Visions and

Adventures of ‘two Olmrvoya.ntes. "By D. and H. Sever.
Qloth, 136 pages, 1s. 4d.

By E. W. andMH.

Wallis. Boards, 104 pages, is. 8§d

Med1umsh1p Explained.’ By E W. and M. I:I.
Wallis, Boards, 96 pages, 2s. 2id. :
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