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2 SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT of “LIGHT.”

Mai‘“ .

.

THE WHITE INSIGNIA.

The night will be remembered in more ways than ome. A
blinding snowstorm clothed all London in a mantle of white.
Really, our organisers' will have to be more careful in future;
they made it known far and wide that white was to be the
colour for the day. ‘Nature rather overdid it in this respect.
Not a man or woman who ventured out of doors could escape
wearing our insignia. It was a magnificent tribute to the inten-
sity of the interest felt in the cause that an audience of some
six or seven thousand people braved the arctic conditions of the
worst weather we have experienced for years. The greater part
of the vast hall was well filled, and the deepest interest was
d.i%\la.yed in the whole proceedings.

On the platform were many prominent spiritualists. Included
among them were :—Miss lle Stead (editor, ‘‘ Review of
Reviews ”’), Miss Scatcherd (editor, ‘ Asiatic Review ’), Vis-
count and Viscountess Molesworth, Lady Conan Doyle, Mrs.
Powell, Dr. A. Wallace, Mr. and Mrs. Henﬁy Withall, Dr. James
Coates (Rot.hesu.y'):i Mr. H. Batten (B.S.L.U.), Mre. Tina Timms
South Wales D.U.), Mr. P. Membery (Midlands D.U.), Mr. D.

w (editor of ‘ Light’’), Mrs. David Gow, Captain Neil
Gow, Mrs. M. H. Wa’ﬁ.is, Mrs. Mary Gordon,, Mr. George Craze,
Mr, John Lewis (editor, ‘' Psychic Gazette ’’), Miss Ki-x%f, Mrs.
§ ‘Brown (Walsall), Mr. T. H. Wright (Treasurer, S.N.U.), Mr.
G. F. Berry, Mr. T. Richards {(Cardiff), Mrs. Jessy Greenwood
(Hebden Bridge), Mrs. M. A. Stair (Keighley), Mr. R. A. Owen
(Liverpool), Mr. W. D. Todd (Sunderland), Mr. R. Boddington,
Mr. C. J. Williams, Mr. G. Tayler Gwinn, Mr. W. T. er
g’:esident, Marylebone Spiritualist Association), Mr. 8. W.
jnwin, Councillor Venables (Walsall), Mr. Percy Beard, Mr. J.
Forsyth, Mr. W. Cooper Lissenden, Mr. A. G. Newton (South-
ampton), Miss Bessie Cooper, Mr. A. E. Hendy (Southampton),
Mr. Ernest Beard.

The service opened with the singing of a hymn.

The invocation was then pronounced by Mr. Ernest Keelin
Liverpool). Mr. Keeling said: ‘“ We would address Thee wit!

eart and voice and song for the glorious revelation that has come
to us that they whom we onve thought of as dead are not dead,
but live in very truth, and rejoice with us in Thy love. We address
Thee, and thank Thee, our Father and our God, for this glorious
truth which we now espouse, for the comfort and the consolation
that it has brought into each one of our lives, and praise Thee
for the association and co-operation of those who now dwell
beyond the veil of death, and who come to us from time to
time and tell us the glad tidings of their life in the beyond.
We know that as yet the light that has come to us has at times
arrived by uncertain, and at times by somewhat unreliable
channels. But we thank Thee and the arisen hosts of our fellow
men_that the time is rapidly coming to hand when the veil shall
be clearer and purer, and that as a consequence the knowledge,
instruction, inspiration, and love that shall flow to us from higher
realms will be dearer and sweeter and have a more holy and
mellow influence on the earth life.

“0, friends and comrades of the higher life, ye who

throughout the past five years have made the great and noble.

sacrifice of earth’s experience, to you who still live we do indeed
raise our voices in everlasting thankfulness. We realise, as
perhaps few others, all that ye have saved us from. For the
protection which your sacrifice has vouchsafed to us, for all those
noble deeds which shall never be chronicled by any historian,
those silent deeds of kindness and sympathy one to another, for
all those things which make it possible that future days shall
(b}zdbetter for the whole of human kind, we praise and thank

“We are glad to know that in that one supreme sacrifice you
have indeed triumphed over death and its seeming ills, and we
know full well from the consciousness that you have followed
in the path that to you seemed the righteous path that your
reward shall indeed be sure and unalloyed, and that out of your
experience you shall add indeed much to all that shall be ours
in future years, and we pray that you will again co-operate
with us even as you did when on earth, and help to spread
this truth of ours throughout the whole of this earth-world—this
truth that there is no death in God’s wide world, that the human
spirit continues tb.ropgh the Valley of Death, and can come
back and relate experiences of the after life, and bring joy where
once there was sadness, bring triumph where once there was
grief, and sweetness even to the old enemy, Death. That angel
reaper who plucks from Gur midst those that are near and dear
to us, let us, too, praise thee, O Death, that thou dost remove
in God’s good time those who shall indeed come back to us, and
whom we may and need only miss in their physical form. We
praise and thank thee that thou dost release the suffering ones
and remove them to happier states and conditions. With those
who have gone on let us join as in one voice, turning our eyes
unwards. outwards, to the illimitable universe, and praise and
thank Him who aseists us all, through all, in all.”

‘MR. ERNEST OATEN, President, S.N.U.

Mr. Ernest W. Oaten then said :—We have gathered here
to-night under the auspices of the Spiritnalists’ National Union,
and with the co-operation of all spintualist organisations in this
district, and, in fact, throughout the United Kingdom. We are
here to pay our tribute of thanks and respect to those of our
brothers and sisters who have made sacrifices during the past five
years. Particularly would we remember those who have made
what the world calls the supreme sacrifice. We spiritualists
believe that we are in a better position than most people to appre-
ciate the fullness of the sacrifice, for we have traced those who
fell into the larger reaches of a fuller life. For us the Apostolic
1:5unctlon holds in its fullness—we have added to our faith know-
ledge. Ours is not a va:l;n hopeanor a surmise. '}t is tt": many of
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morrow, that those dear omes still live. lists’
Sunday Schools of this country alone gone
into kihaki, and some hundreds at 1 hut 1
am pleaseé to say that a larger pro 1sual
have come back unscathed.

We are here, however, to pay ot hose
who have gone over, I have had sady
Glenconner “and a number of o sheir
inability to be here to-night, but ree-
ment with us. We want, in ca irect
the attention not only of you, but o fact
that life is a continuous thing, and Trov-
able thing. We are quite sure that TOom
death. It has banished sorrow from bled
us to face the future with erene con-
fidence. But there is also the a the
larger life of fuller activity those sth’s
sufferings, who know its difficu can
‘return and do return to help : yme-
times that the messages we get from ivial
—the message from a dear one, “I the
message from a father or mother or itill,
and shall ever do so.”” Trivial! V the
sweets of human companionship, witl ion,
without the love of those who are men
who went abroad to make a sacr em?
Not their Army pay, but Ilove ove,
maybe, of a flag,  maybe of a coun all
up, human love of ideals. That is ¢ y is
for this very thing, the assurance of the love our
fellows, that men will give up life and : Vot
only have they done so in the past, but - the
greater reaches of the future.

To-day I want to strike not the note « note
of sorrow. Ours is essentially the note hail
those arisen gallants of the higher life life
more secure, ‘because they were true to s of
their conscience and the deep cause - this
audience to realise that the one th hich
raises it to true humanity is its fosses ight
is the one thing which makes human who
have had communion across the g ath
thought is a dynamic power, and I an mce
for one minute to remain in silence ghts
upon the dear ones who have crossed and
desire to bridge that gulf. I believe it 1ave
gone, and I am sure 1t will strengthen

The audience remained in silent medi f a
minute.

Mr. Alfred Clegg then rendered on the g in’s
“Funeral March,” followed by the Hallel ‘ing
which the congregation remained standing. 1a
solo by Miss Winifred Bowden “O, Rest in

DR. ELLIS T. P .

Dr. Ellis T. Powell said:—Fellow- nal
King, invisible and visible! What else ave
by an apostrophe to those tens of thous: nds
who are here among us to-night? We in
mortal habiliments are here, on our part, ible
tribute of respect and undying affection to ‘an-
chised, and who have gained your enfranch »ble
work of )irotecting the precious heritage ‘om
falling back into the clutches of the ape and ubt
some of you have seen one of the world’s the
Sistine Madonna, representing the Virgin ist,
with a mass of clouds in the background. ted
dust of centuries was cleared away from : ‘ere
found to consist of a myriad angel faces ar iat.
Even so, thank God! is the accumulated : ing
cleared away from our minds and our sxi last
can see the myriads of angel faces in the . ves
—aye, coming into the foreground of our » of
infinite mercy and infinite love. If_there nt
something incongruous in comparing the d " to
an angel, remember that an angel is but & hat
nobler task can your soldier boy be dis of
carrying from the Eternal regions down to us _ nal

and undying life, Eternal and undying love?

Theretore, let there be no mistake about the purpose end the
character of this gathering. This is a memorial service, but it s
not a memorial service to the dead, for the central inspiration of
it, the nucleus around which the whole function centres, is the
solemn affirmation that in the whole universe there are no dead,
and that the cemeteries, around which so much of our affection
naturally, and Ket s0 misplacedly, centres, are really the emptiest

places on That is the sentiment which m to
express to-night, and to express it, not as a_vague sa
misty aspiration, but as a solemnly attested, a so on-
strated scientific fact, as true as the leading prinoi he-
matics or astronomy We say that those epiri the

hands of God, and that they are safely and securely protected by
an eternal solicitude. They rest in everlasting life.

Not spilt like water on the ground,

. Not rapt in dreamless sleep profound,

Not wandering in unknown despair

Beyond Thine arm, Thy voice, Thy care;

Not left to lie like fallen tree,

Not dead, but living unto Thee.

That is the solemn affirmation which we are here to-night to
make, that is the essence of the creed we hold, that the founda-
tion of our hope,/ that' the inspiration of all our lives and all our
hopes of progress in the years to come. Contemplated in that
1°F¢ envrale doath soanmae an endiraly diffarant aanad © emivalw
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the e takes upon it w different appearance when we
recc 3o who have passed from among us are but our
elde mated to a higher plane, with their voices raised
an 1 and their eternal just one stage more
forv . movement towards unending joy.

I ace, and I do so advisedly, because the time
has of us ‘who are engaged in psychic research,
or 1 d principles which I am proclaiming, the
tim¢ any apology to be wttered with regard to
the ; e principles. No sane man would eppear
upol 11 you he was a physiologm or a biologist,
and ¢ pardon for saying so. 1 am here to-night
as @ r, end as w (business man to tell you my
cony prolonged study and supported by incal-
cula ice, that THERE IS NO DEATH, that the long
fighd , that each and every ome of you may
‘rest that sooner or later you will all rejoin
thos promoted before us to the higher life. I
beg saying so, I offer no apology for the utterance.
But o join ~with me in a tribute of affection, not
anly wde which we are here to-night specifically to
com! also to all those myriads who, throughout
earti sought, for the great truth of survival, have
proc have, in the proclamation, many times sacri-
ficed 1ess, and life. There could surely be no deeper
joy : ht than to see in this great assembly the proof
that won, that the fact is recognised, and that the
new dawning with ever brighter radiance upon the
who y Surely there could be no deeper joy for

irits of ‘* just men made perfect” than that knowledge,
:g?ey?m tribwbelto them for their unselfish assistance in the
attainment of it. For surely 'neath the Eternal eyes no human
joy can touch the just more surely than the knowledge of which
1 speak. No more joyous conviction can reach them than the
fact that “ the father’s passion arms the son and the great cause
goes on, goes on.”
As regards yourselves, we have already in our momentary

i something towards lifting up our hearts to those
e eave & ne beioreg I ask you with all the force of which

who have [ for
I am capable to make a constant practice of lifting up your
hearr ° "  enfranchised souls, thereby sustaining and helping
then ir onward way, and thereby bringing back upon
cur benison and the blessing which they can send
ow: » realms whither they have gone. In that way
you » the truth of the communion of saints, for that
18 % Church meant when she affirmed the eternity

of psychic union and its beneficent influence upon all upon
this side and on those who would enter into it.

Finally, I would ask you to believe with tme that these
enfranch’i,;ed souls do not alone discharge their tasks upon the
other side of life. They are exerting a tremendous influence
upon the shaping of the great developments which are before the
world. 1 beseech you not to regard Spiritualism as a force,
3 belief, a conviction which has nothing to say and nothing to
do with the political and social reconstruction of the world.
It is going to be the leading power in the _social and political
. reconstruction of the world. { am not going to believe that
among all those millions of enfranchised souls, with their higher
knowledge and their more temperate view, there are not tens
of thousands who are going to be co-workers with us in the
great task that lies immediately before us. Among them surely
we can rank highest of all the men who cast away their lives
with unexampled devotion and self-sacrifice in order that the
precious fabric of civilisation mi%h-t be saved and handed on
to our sons. In that very fact I think I discern the solemn
commitment by the eternal King of a new responsibility to us
and a new blessing upon the spirit in which we shall undertake it.

The congregation then joined in singing the hymn * There is
no death—tell out the mighty message.”’

SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE.

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle said :—Our movement, the greatest
mov: 1 has been seen in this world for the last two

thou has recently been passing through a crisis of
cont of argument. There are many of tite more
sens! among us who feel very much that a matter
whic cate, which concerns those whom we have lost,
shou sed to that unseemly levity which is so often
the i with which our opponents can attack us. But
none we are out to fight. We can only fight, and
we « n by fighting. l% you have got a thing which
is n you are trying to bolster up a thing you are
not then keep it in the dark, and tell people to
kee off. But when you know that a thiug is true,
an that the whole human race is just yearning
for n 1 say at all costs to your own feelings
you down imto the market-place, you must let
peog th and breadth of it for themselves, and,
thou ock and look at it with ignorance, depend
upot race is not really foolish, the human race
soon 'ou put truth before it, will understand that
it it follow it. Therefore, I say, although we

have got in front of us nmow a whole Hindenburg Line of
ignorance and prejudice, and plenty of theological barbed wire
in front of that, we are going to smash through it, because
we have got a cause that cannot be beaten. .
Fortunately we are not here to-day to argue or dispute. I
ot enonugh of that elsewhere. We are here to greet our dead
ornaa thasa man who ent ahart thatr aarthly 1362 in arder that
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our earthly life might be tolerable. Only two days ago 5,000
of our brave Australian fellow-subjects marched through the
streets of London, receiving from one end to the other the
well-deserved plaudits of the Londoners. Then, having done
that, they depart to another land to take up their duties in
another sphere. Even so to-night far more than 5,000, many
tens of thousands of our dead are, I believe, attracted by that
spiritual law of sympathy and love down to us to-night. They
come to be congratulated, and having been congratulated, for
we who represent London and represent those who love them
do congratulate them, they go back to that other world and to

“ their high dnties in another sphere.

Although we call it so this is not a memorial meeting, for
there is something sad in the very word memorial. It is rather
a joyous re-union, because those dark days are gone when we
used to be taught that we looked after our dead and saw them
gradually vanishing away into the mists of eternity without
any assurance of how or where we should meet them again, No,
thank Heaven, owing to the new knowledge which has.come to
every man who will only honestly examine it, owing to that
new knowledge we know that now we can extend our arms
and_with smiling faces look ug, knowing that we are looking
straéight into those unchanged faces whioi once we knew upon
earth.

Such a gathering as this is unique in Europe, but it is not
unique in the world. I can remember at the end of the
Japanese war reading how Admiral Togo went down to some
spot—I picture it as a barren place beside the seashore—and
standing there alone he invoked his dead seamen who had
fought for him in a great battle, he invoked them to gather
round him, and, standing there, he told them what the issue of
the war had been. He thanked them and told them how far
that issue had been due to their own exertions. He said,
*“ You know these things, but it is only out of respect that I, your
Admiral, come to tell you.”” When we have got to the level
of Japan in psychical civilisation, it will not be we civilians who
will stand here, but it will be those great chiefs of the Army
and the Navy who led their men to battle and led them to
their death, it will be thef' who will stand here in a great meet-
ing of this sort and will welcome them and thank them for
their services. =~ We know that the Army is largely impreg-
nated with our ideas. It may not be so long %efore what
I say comes true. I know at least one brave Army Com-
mander, the Commander of an Army Corps second to none
in the Army, who is as good a Spiritualist as any man in this
room. I well know how he would rejoice to stand and address
his vanished men.

You may remember that some time ago they had a meeting
here to commemorate those of the First Seven Divisions who hi
fallen. That meeting was held in the most religious, the most
solemn, the most sympathetic spirit, but none the less it was
mnot held with the practical knowledge and the realism which
we have. It was an interesting thing that on the day following
that meeting, at a séance where they had the most unexception-
able results, one of their friends who had.lost his life with the
Seventh Division came back, as he had been in’ the habit of
doing. His first communication when he came back was that he
regretted that his friends at the time had not got tickets for
the meeting, as they had tried to do. They explained that
that was impossible. The dialogue, which was sent to me a
few days afterwards by the gentleman who presided at the
séance, then went like this:—

They said to the Spirit: ‘“ Have you anything more to say?”’

The Spirit: ¢ There was t0o much ceremony.”’

They said: ‘‘ Anything more?”’

The Spirit: ‘“ All of us felt out of it.”

They said: ‘‘ We are very interested ; is there anything more?*’

The Spirit: * They praised the dead. We are not dead. They
do not see us.”

They said: ‘‘ Then you were disappointed?
“The Spinit: * Yes, a bit.”
They said: ‘ Some people surely felt you were there?”

The Spirit: ‘‘Many did, but they were so swamped by the
scoffers and the unhbelievers.”

They said: ‘“ We are sorry.”

The Spirit : * That is all right, that’s nothing.”

They said : “ Were most of those who passed away in the
Seven Divisions there?*’ .

The Spirit: * Yes, they were there.”

Since then, to-night, at least, I am sure that no fault of that
kind could be found by any of our friends on the further side.
We know with all our knowledge, with all our intellect,
that they have the power to come, and with all: our
emotions we know that our love, respect, and admiration .is
the one force in the universe which can bring them here. I
have no doubt that at this moment, had we only those eyes of
power which are, I believe, gradually developing in the human
race, that sense by which all psychic bodies cau be known, if we
only had that we would realise that this is a double meeting,
and that we perhaps are the smaller half of it. We cannot doubt
from all that we know of that power of sympathy that they are
here—the men who died on the sea, the men who died on the
land, and the men who died under the land, and the men, the
heroic boys, who, almost before-life, had dawned upon them,
gave their lives in’the air'for their country.. We believe in the
depths of our souls that they are here with us to-night. It
mattare nrd whathar thavy died in the miid af Flandare whathar
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they died in the chalk of Picardy, whether it was on the sands
of Kut or Mesopotamia or Palestine, or whether they left their
young lives among the swamps of Equatorial Africa. They have
died at the ends of the earth, but- we have the power, by our
love, which is a real invocation, to draw them all to us to-night.
We know it even as we know the span of that great roof above
us.

They have done much for us, and we have to ask what we can
do for them. They tell us one thing we can do is not to mourn
for them. They tell us that their lives are spent in such ineffable
happiness as they never could have dreamed of on this planet,
and nothing on earth except their love for us causes them ever
to  think again of @ world which is so immeasurably inferior in
happiness. and comfort to that which they inhabit. Therefore,
they téll us not to mourn, because whep we mourn it is the one
thing which casts a cold cloud upon their perfect happiness. The
other thing they tell us is not to look upon them as things
forgotten and done with, to rule them out of life, but, go where
we will, in our hearts to carry them with us, remembering
that they are there and making them one of the family circle.
Tlat also they beg us to do.

There is much which they can help us to do. They can help
us above all to .do our duty, they can help us to fight a hard
battle just as they fought a hard ibattle, and not to mini what
the consequences may ‘be. We have got this battle before us,
and everyone can fight it out in their own little vircle, fighting it
with tact. We do not want to proselytise, but the day of sorrow
and trouble is the day when we can approach a friend and perhaps
set him on the right path. That is what we have to do—to fight
this battle even as they fought theirs. They have won great
things by their death—they have won, I have no doubt, a hundred
years of peace in Europe They have solved a great number of
tangled political questions, they have straightened a number of
oraoked frontiers, they have allowed civilisation to go where bar-
barism once was unchecked, and, believe me, tthe greatest thing
that will come through the war, the greatest thing that will come
from their death is not political at all but religious. Their death
has given us 4 tremendons driving force. The shock of this
horrible catastrophe, steadying every man’s mind, making him
look hard at this old beliefs, has made him say that he has done
with phrases and mere words, and wants %o get to the facts, to

ob something which is solid and certain. It is their death which
Eas caused us to take that line of thought and given us the power
by which we may drive that line of thought into the heads
of the whole human race and into their hearts. That, T believe,
will be the permanent effect of the great movement which has
gathered you and me together here to-night.

Miss Winnie Bowden then gave a fine rendition of the song
“Vale' (Farewell).

MR. R. H. YATES .

(President of the Huddersfield Branch S.N.U.).
Mr, R. H. Yates (Huddersfield) :—I have lived in the joy of

this Gospel tor nearly thirty years.. I have known some of-

the stern fights that our early pioneers had to make. I would
pay my tribute to them to-mght, as well as to those heroic
souls whose memory and service and sacrifice we revere, because
it is due to the work of those great souls of the past that
such. a meeting is possible to-might. In paying our tribute
" to the memory of those lads, I want to draw your thoughts to
the fact that the world to which they have gone has been
made a brighter world. They have found a greater happiness
in that world, because when they got there t,he)l' found that they
were near to this world, and all the possibilities and joy of
communion were theirs. If there had been a complete severance
from all the love and tenderness of. the earth liga they would
never have realised the real Heaven. The great burden of human
sadness and suffering has been lifted on this side because that
communion existed. ~We must see to it that this great highway
of communion is kept open and free. II it is true, and I
believe it is true, that they are going to play a real part in
the reconstructive work of ‘the future, then we must see that
they can exercise the right to that for which they have made
their sacrifices, a right to come into this world from the higher
world and win for humanity that for which they fought and
for which they paid the greatest price of all.

MR. PERCY R. STREET.

Mr. Percy Street, who has served overseas on four fronts;
with the London Scottish Regiment, addressed the congregation,
wearing his uniform. .He to%d of a communication he had had
with a friend who fell beside him on the field of battle. He
said that one of the things which his friend said to him was:
‘. There is one thing which makes me sad. I have been to the
friends 'whom I loved and for whom I have given my life,
Rot thev don’t know that I am here, they are blind to the
sight of me, they are deaf to the accents of my voice. You in

all probability will get through the struggle. Go back and. -

give up the -days that are yours ahead telling all the world of
this great truth that we who have given our lives inthe struggle
are not out of it, but. are very much in it, and that we only
ask to be reckoned: with as of yore.” :

‘‘That is the message,’’ said Mr- Street, ‘‘ that comes to us from
that great world of spirits to-night. They want to be reckoned
with.” They went at duty’s call, and they laid their ‘lives
willingly upon the altar of service.- The sacrifice was accepted,
and they have passed hence to that greater world. We can
raise buildings to their memorv. we can keen thair damandard.

but there is something else that we can do, so iter
and more stupendous, which will make their in
vain, but rather a thing of continuous glory We
can open our hearts and lives to their coming lise
that one central fact of life, that they are livi igh
they have given therr physical lives in the the
right and the true. There is only one place rise
the sacred altar of spirit communion, and tha the
quietude of our own homes. It is not nece aid
mediums. I say that it can be done, and i the
intrusion of paid mediums. In countless thot the
sacred altar of communion is raised within the
homes of those who have loved and lost. 1 can
do. They left their homes, so let us open the ion,
and raise the sacred altar there in the mids lem
back to that place which they left. In hall
build a greater monument than we can bi and-
mortar—a monument of eternal love—and ‘hat
arisen host.

After Mr. Street had finished, the Ct yme
years ago General Booth stood on this v ing
a tribute to those soldiers of his religious 'one
on. He said, “They are with us to-day. xod
that I could be the medium for giving you t His
hope is an accomplished fact in thousands of lay.
I want you to realise that this spiritualistic n ing
tremendous headway. One reason why it is ray,
and will continue to make headway, is that 1 the
spiritual world is behind it. We are mot he of
religion. We are here to rehabilitate religion ack
into it that dynamic factor which too often Our
tribute to those who have gone before is tinged for

we know that their very going is a strength to us. Everyone
who, with ripe experience, passes into the beyond is one more
to help us, one more to inspire us, one more to strengthen us
and help us to push along the car of progress. I am going to
put the question to you to-night as to whether it is not a wise
thing to recognise the presence of these unseen heroes around
us. To-day statesmen are gathering around the pesace table.
Who have a greater right to influence the issues of peace than
thev who sacrificed their lives to make it possible? If only we
could bring home to the world the great and tremendous fact
that these people have a right to be considered, we would have
a tore righteous peace than could be got in any other way.

The service then terminated with the singing of the National
Anthem. .

*+* How many there were present who came simply in a spirit
of inquiry it is not possible to know, but presumably there were

some spch. It can hardly be doubted that the meeting provided
them with food for thought.

The present supplement to “‘Light ** will carry the record of
what took place at this memorable gathering to readers all over
the world. Unfortunately it cannot give them the atmosphere
of deep religious feeling ‘that made the evening so wonderful,
nor the passionate dervour with which the words spoken were
winged. But, above all, it must fail to convey in full the
solemnity of the scene in the great building, where to many there
was an abiding sense of being encompassed about by a host of
unseen witnesses—radiant presences, filed with joy at the pro-’
gress of the world towards the great awakening from the sleeping
1gnorance of ages. It was this real communion of saints—per-
ceived by psychics present—which made the gathering stand out
majestically above any that has ever been held in this poble hall.

It was a world event, and the effects of it will travel for ages
down the corridors of Time.

i
il

THE ACTIVITIES OF THE
SPIRITUALISTS’ NATIONAL
UNION, LTD.

This is an ay.l)\?ropriute place in which to acknowledge the’
services of the National Union of Spiritualists, the most living’
force in the movement. Its leaders are men who would make
their mark anywhere. Their methods are marked by vigour and
fearlessness and are fired with the zeal for a great cause. When
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and Dr. Ellis Powell took the field they
found in the S.N.U. the machinery of organisation ready to
their hands, for it was the Union which ungertook the work of
arranging many of their meetings in Scotland, the North of
England, and the Midlands. They are grateful for the help of
such a centre of active organisation. Aﬁ:hough well aware of
certain differences of temperament and outlook in the South, we
confidently expect that before long a similar centre of activity
will arise in London, for the time is ripe. In the meantime,
all who are with the *‘ forward movement,’’ and t} v
Increasing in number, will join with us in appre the
work of the S.N.U., with its many thousands of ad der
leaders who are as capable as they are zealous.

It may be mentioned that Mr. Ernest Oaten, ent.
of the S.N.U.,, is _the editor of our contempora: ~ucs L'WoO
Worldq,” which will now more than ‘ever be g quickening force
in the journalism of the movement.

See May issue of *“Nash’s ‘Magazine * for first
of a series Q‘qf articles of absorbing interest, by

PR P
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) .JJAL SERVICE GIVEN
1 .KABLE PROMINENCE

n
.ONDON PRESS.

One of the most noteworthy and gratifying results of the great
Memorial Service was the attitude of the London daily and even-
ing newspapers on the day following the service. A very appre-
ciable amount of space was devoted in the columns ofy all the
principal papers to the outstanding {features of the various

addres: ne and manner of reporting the views of the
speaker iicative of respect and good feeling towards a
body o women of whose sincerity and conviction there
could 1 The “ Times,”’ the *‘ Telegraph,” and the
“ Morr ‘ave a quarter of a column to the event, the
* Daily 1 ‘“Evening News’ giving close on half a
column es.f:ecia.ll dealing with the address of Sir
Arthux oyle. e ‘Daily News,”” the ‘Daily
Chroni Jaily Express,”’ the ‘‘Daily Mirror,”’ the
“ Daily nd the ‘“Star” each reported the principal
feature sses. In most cases there was no editorial
comme ud lines given to the paragraphs were devoid
of the 1 grotesque that have been so prominent a
feature lately when referring to the Spiritualist
movem below an extract from a lengthy paragraph
printed ing Standard *’ of April 28, tﬁe ‘whole report

occupying nearly a column in a prominent position in this news-
paper.

Extract from EVENING STANDARD, April 28th, 1919.

FALLEN HEROES!
REUNION.

_"“THOUSANDS OF SPIRITS” AT ALBERT HALL

Silence was proclaimed in the Albert Hall last night in order
that a lal;ie gathering of Spiritualists might concentrate their
minds on the spirits of the departed, and draw them down to the
kuman plane. -

You could have heard a pin drop. Most of the audience were
wearing white rosettes, which proclaimed the fact that they are
satisfied that they have had communication with the other world.
They sat in silence, concentrating their thoughts, some staring
straight before them, others shading their eyes as if in prayer.

It was the memorial service for the fallen in the war held by
the Spiritualists’ National Union, and a speaker, Mr. Ernest
Keeling, had just invoked the dead, and had spoken to them
explaining why the meeting was held, and the gratitude of all
present for the sacrifice made by the fallen.

The applause which greeted Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's speech
visibly agitated the chairman. The clapping of hands is evi-
dently not welcome at spiritual reunions.

The audience present last night showed how the belief in
continuity of life has spread through all ranks of life. Every

escription of person was present: keen, hard-headed business
men, officers, many workpeople, and, of course, a number of
pallid, long-haired persons whose appearance suggested the
occult ; but they were by no means in a majority.

Other speakers emphasised the belief that there is mo death,
,llm"'dhthaigf what we regard as death is simply a promotion to a

igher life.

!

A MIGHTY HOST!

CLAIRVOYANT IMPRESSIONS.
By TWO NOTED MEDIUMS.

It was very natural that in such a vast gathering as was
assembled at the Royal Albert Hall many noted mediums and
clairvoyants should be present. To those gifted with the power
of second sight, or clairvoyance as it is called, the interior of
the great hall must have presented an awe-inspiring spectacle.
We were fortunate in obtaining brief descriptions of the scene
that was invisible to the majority of those present from two
well-known sensitives. .

Miss Mary GorpoN'S DESCRIPTION AND IMPRESSION

“Right from ‘floor to dome I saw a great concourse of our
heroic soldiers and sailors, the whole vast interior of the Albert
Hall seemed to be thronged with them. On the platform, when
Sir Arthur Conan Doyble spoke, I mnoticed particularly’ the
presence of Mr. E. W. Wallis and Mr. J. J. Morse.

MR. Vour PETERS’S DESCRIPTION AND IMPRESSION. |

“My first impression. was of the existence of a tremendous
psychic power flooding the hall, a power too strong to be almost
borne at one time Next I was conscious of the presence of a

" host of spirits of all nationalities. ~There was an army of

soldiers.

“T felt that the meeting was opening up a fresh aspect nf
life, not only for Great Britain, but for the whole world—
there was a deep prevading spirit of joy and victory over the
scene. There was power generated to help the whole world.
Many of the Pioneers of Spiritualism were present, and all were
expressing jubilation. WEen Sir Arthur Conan Doyle spoke
there was visible a beautiful wave of purple, indicating the
triumph over death and despair.

THE APPEAL OF SPIRITUALISM
TO HUMANITY.

MR, Percy R. STREET.

Some of those who saw Mr. Percy R. Street, when he ad-
dressed the congregation at the Albert Hall last Sunday, may be -
surprised to learn that he is a leading trance medium and
speaker.  Vigorous in body and mind, alert, capable, of quick
sntelligence, he 1s an excellent corrective to the popular idea of
a medium as a person sickly in body and of inferior mental
calibre. Mr. Street served overseas for. two years in the second
battdlion of the London Scottish Regiment, and saw much fierce
fighting. We give below some passages from an article written
for this page—we have not space for the whole of it.

We have a faith that can answer the soul’s deepest question-
ings, and infuse into the heart of humanity the divine fire.

Spiritualism appeals to humanity, inasmuch as it supplies a
deep craving of the soul. In the realm of science Spiritualism
has pushed its outpost line of research beyond death and the
grave, and territory once alleged to be unknowable is being
surveyed, and man’s true place determined as a being who sur-
vives physical death.

Spiritualism appeals to humanity by offering a reasonable
[:hilosophy of life and death. It consoles those who mourn,

rings gladness into the lives of the sorrow-laden, and pro-
motes health and joy. It appeals to humanity because it
provides a complete answer to the age-old question, “ If a man
die, shall he live again?”’

SPIRITUALISTIC PHENOMENA

AND THE SCIENTIFIC SPIRIT
By ABRAHAM WALLACE, M.D.

HE passing on of Sir William Crookes and the meagre
accounts contained in the ordinary Press of his connection
- with sgiritualistic investigation have led all who haveappre-
ciated that distinguished scientist’s work to wonder why it is
that eo-called orthodox scientifts and rationalists have not yet
realised the great work that he did during the years 1870-73,
when he, with rare courage and much pertinacity in face of
considerable opposition, laid the true foundations for the
scientific investigation of so-called spiritualistic phenomena.
The chie;ty for Psychical Research, moreover, has never fully

estimates ount importance of the results obtained by
him, N atain _prominent members of that Society
have du’ | his labours, but as a Society his experi-
ences ha ehow put in the background of the extensive
literature by the Society since its inception in 1882.
| That - worker, Dr. Richard Hodgson, after
laborious many years, came to the same conclusions
I regarc istic phenomena as Crookes had expressed
many de sly.

Lord ] M., the most Wdistinguished living mathe-
matica] p 1is address as President of the Society on

the 11th ultimo, told his audience that he had been ot first
‘I‘ttmpted to the subject by reading Crookes’s ‘‘ Notes of an
Jhauiry Into the Phenomena called Spiritual,”” published in

The Quarterlx Jourpa] of Science” for January, 1874, which
ll;aper was resmntegl in the small volume, ‘Researches in the
1 henom.ena of Spiritualism,” by William Crookes, F.R.S., and
18sued in the same vear. Lord Ravleich manifestine what

ought always to be the spirit of the true scientist, was anxious
to obtain first-hand information on which he could form an
independent judgment, instead of criticising without any ex-
perience, as so many pscudo-scientists and members of the
clerical profession do to-day.

He found the opportunity of investigating the mediumshi
of one of Crookes’s sensitives—Mrs, Jencken (Miss Kate Cookf.
D. D. Home, with whom Crookes had obtained most wonderful
experience in good light, was unavailable. Lord Rayleigh ob-
tained in his own house ““a good deal not easy to explain
away,” but the result fell far short of what had been experi-
enced by Crookes. Expressing one of the necessary hindrances
in the investigation of all supernormal phenomena with scientific
exactitude, Lord Rayleigh says :—‘‘ A real obstacle to a decision
arose from the sporadic character of the phenomena which
cannot be reproduced at pleasure and submitted to systematic
experimental control.”” Crookes, in the paper referred to, has
given an extract from a letter written by an old friend of his
in regard to his extraordinary results, and remarks concerning
him :—*‘ The high position which he holds in the scientific world
renders doubly valuable any opiniog he expresses on the mental
tendency of scientific men.’ is friend writes, and it is worth
recording here :—‘¢ Any intellectual reply to your facte I cannot
see, yet it is a curious fact that even 1’,' with all my tendency
and desire to believe spiritualistically, and with all my faith
in your power of observing’ and'your’ thorough truthfulness,
feel as if I wanted to see for myself : and it-is quite painful to
me to think how much more proof I want. Painful I sav.
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SPIRITUALISTIC PHENOMENA AND
THE SCIENTIFIC SPIRIT (continued).

because I see that it is not reason which convinces a man,
unless & fact is repeated so frequently that the impression
becomes a habit of mind, an old acquaintance, a thing known
so long that it cannot be doubted. This is a curious phase
of man’s mind, and it is remarkably strong in scientific men--
stronger than in others, I think. For this reason we must
not always call a man dishonest because he does not yield to
evidence for a long time. The old wall of belief must be
broken by much battering.” This suggests the mental attitude
to be observed by all who have been fortunate in securing
satisfactory results in their investigations. They must exercise
forbearance, and perhaps a degree of pity for those less highly
privileged, even when adverselg criticised or scornfully re-
proached by the Merciers, the Clodds, or the Donkins of the
present day, as Crookes and Russel Wallace were by the
Sharpeys, the Stokeses, the Carpenters and the Tyndalls in their
early days. Russel Wallace says in reference to the adverse
critics: “T learnt my first great lesson in the inquiry into
those obscure fields of knowledge, never to accept the disbelief
of great men, or their accusations of imposture or of imbecility
as of any weight when opposed to the repeated observation of:
facts by other men admittedly sane and honest.” Crookes, too,
with a splendid introspection, reflects :—** The phenomena I am
prepared to attest are so extraordinary, and so directly oppose the
most firmly rooted articles of scientific belief—amongst others,
the ubiquity and invariable action of the force of gravitation—
that even now, in recalling the details of what I witnessed,
there is an antagonism in my mind between reason, which pro-
nounces it to be scientifically impossible, and the consciousness
that my senses, both of touch and sight—and these corroborated,
as they were by the senses of all who were present—are not
lying witnesses when they testify against my preconceptions.”

It has been my honoured privilege to come into close contact
with Sir William Crookes in his later years, when I had oppor-
tunities of appreciating his transcendent genius and his modest
worth, and for realising, from frequent meetings and dis-
cussions, how he adhered so thoroughly to the truth of his

early results, always indicating that he retract
from the conclusions formed in the earl st cen-
tury, and shared in so conspicuously by h »anion,
Lady Crookes. Since her passi:gaon, st few
months, he has been, as he declared 1g the
truth continually,” and his mental attit to the

last, was as it had always been, ‘‘tha - learn

that it is irrational to endeavour to discover of un-
explained phenomena.”

His has been a notable example to follow i scien-
tific students of supernormal phenomena.

One of the earliest investigators by ethods
who manifested the same spirit, so c rookes,

was Professor Robert Hare, M.D., sor of

Chemistry in the University of Penn awve to
the worﬁ his results of spiritualistic ir irly as
1855. His labours have not been fully ept in
remembrance by more modern investig: rks :—

‘“Like St. Paul in the case of Chrisl upon

the investigation of Spiritualism with tation,
but the very instruments with which I t h that
object produced the opposite effect.’’ 1 1ts led
also to his higher moral, spiritual, and m, for
he adds :—‘‘ The practical influence on een to
make me far more hap‘p{, to remove a ind to
render me more watchful as to my deg nourn-
ing for the dead now seems to be groun yvents,
can be indulged only upon selfish consi nately,
psychic phenomena are being studied irit of
Crookes by such distinguished scientists Lodge,
Sir William Barrett, and others; and lowang
the experimental methods of Crookes we Craw-

ford, of Belfast, working with a family n con-

junction with a company of willing invi: where
e can, more or less, control the conditio: tisfac.

tory scientific results.
Still farther advancement in the near : ] d

for, especially as the practigal value of al rations
is being recognised and appreciated b ds of
mourners whose dear ones have passed 1d, as
witness the crowds at the Royal Albert F lervice
for those fallen in the Great War held on last.

SPIRITUALISM AND

MODERN THOUGHT

By Miss .-LIND-AF-HAGEBY

the Distinguished Lecturer and Authoress.

HE general breakdown of conventional religion is apparent to
) the most casual observer. Orthodoxy is losing its hold on all
but tne most superficial thinkers, It is not because men are
growing less religious; it is because they seek reality and life in
matters of supreme spiritual importance. The war has given a
new poignancy to questions about the human soul, about moral
responsibility, about life after death. It is the great human
prerogative to ask i Science, religion, art, civilisation
are the answers, tentative and imperfect, yet well worth the
travail of the mind.

Spiritualism confined to table-turning, fortune telling, and
interesting though sterile displays of common, psychic
phenomena may conceivably exist by the side of conventional
religion and hide-bound orthoduxy. A man may consult mediums
as he consults bookmakers and find no new light on his Sunday
morning obeisance 1n church. But Spiritualism conceived as an
attitude of serious inquiry into problems that affect the present
and future of the soul, into the nature of man and things, into
the object of existence, is fraught with dynamic power of chang-
ing belief and conduct. Hence the hostility of the ecclesiasticalfy
fossilised mind. Hence the silly warnings about Satan as the
director of every spiritualistic séance, about lunatic asylums as
the ultimate place of reception for those who dally with spooks.
At the present moment, Father Bernard Vaughan has transferred
his attention from the Devil as the source of Spiritualism to God
as the party injured l::{va our efforts to find Him. Preaching at
¥arm Street last Sunday, he warned his audience against the
dangers of ‘ prying into the secrets of God.” I cannot pre-
sume to know as much about God as "does Father Bernard
Vaughan, but of one thing I am certain : God is not in need of
priestly protection in guarding the secrets of the universe. More-
over, we are endowed with reason and the hunger for knowledge
by a divine law which inexorably demands'the exercise of thought
as the foundation of wth. e quarrel is between two con-
ceptions of religious life which are incojppsatible. On the one
hand, stagnation and blind acceptance o  creed and dogma,
handed down from the past, administered by priestly authority
and inaccessible to new facts. On the other, spiritual movement,
free and unfettered search for the greater revelation, full exercise
of the powers of thought and judgment. The modern mind neces-
sarily chooses the way of freedom.

Ecclesiastical hostility to spiritualism will some day be ac-
counted one of the most remarkable features in the great history
of human stugidit.y which is being written in the new alphabet
of spiritual liberation. The doctrine of the immortality of the
human ‘spirit is the pivot round which priests 'and churches,
creeds and sects revolve. Threats of Hell and promises of
Heaven, purgation and punishment, hope and consolation, are
all centred in this belief. It is a matter of paramount interest
to millions of human beings, for there are very few who, like the

late Professor William James, declare thems ent on
the subject. Whilst the doors and windows ch are
vightly closed and volumes of sermons and >n im-
mortality are poured out before more or le :ongre-
gations, there 1s a loud knock at the door. ints to
enter, calls out : * This belief, this hope of tested,
proved ; the so-called dead are ready and wi 0 you;
thy are alive with greater knowledge. P ‘es for

communion and entry into the light of a f . .__ding.,”
But the priest will not listen, will not suffer the people to listen.
Muttering something about necromancy or demons or lifting the
vell, he rushes forward and bolts and bars the door. Anﬁ the
sermons go on and the light is withheld. .

But the congregation dwindles. 'Too many heard the call and
realised that food for the soul may be found without the Church,
and the gathering round the torch-bearers grows day by day, to

the confusion and reproach of theological v the
red-blooded Christians who left the pews of 1ade a
vital discovery : that Christianity is pri1 alistic,
founded, maintained, and reviviﬁedy by the v pheno-
mena, supernormal occurences, and psychic 1 ich are
the essence of modern spiritualism. They fc sacred
life of Christ was an epitome of all the spiritual which
man is bidden to strive, that saints and seers a ___.8 were

the mediums through which the stored-up wisdom “of “the spirit-
world was poured into human minds.

Spiritualism is not only an antidote to the disease of religious
stagnation. It breaks down the barrier, raised by ignorance and
fear, between faith and knowledge, religion and science. Men
have been taught to fear the encroachment of reason in the

domain of belief. Spiritualism bids us use b, test,
verify, criticise. It shows that there is no line of
demarcation between scientific facts anc erities.
‘I'rance, clairvoyance, psychometry, telepatt tion of
spirit-forms are amenable to test by scient wnd in-
struments. The study of the higher facultic n mind
and of the finer forces of nature may me om the
religious or the scientific points of view. wrinsic
antagonism Belween them. It is merely a ication.

There is overwhelming evidence in st wiction
that we are entering on an epoch of rapp n ‘¢ the
dead ** and “‘ the living.”” Phenomena, « highly
peculiar, will become general and acces: on and

the test of common sense. There is an ‘evelop-
ment of mediumship and psychic gifts. of those
who have passed the gate of death are seeking means of com-
munication, of proving the deathless quality of love and spiritual
affinity. When the bridge is built, the triumph of the human
spirit, encased in flesh, will be complete. The future is in the
hands of Spiritaalism.



SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT of “LIGHT.” - 7

May 3rd, 1919.

THE LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE (Ltd.),
~ AND ITS VALUE TO INQUIRERS.

T can hardly escape the notice of anyone who-is at all

I interested in the events which are reforming our country

after the horrors and depression of the Great War, that there

is a vast interest now being taken in social reconstruction and the
spiritual well-being of the race. .

In Spiritualism and the study of psychic science are the keys
that will open to the whole world doors that f~= o~~~ wect hawa hean
nearly closed to mankind. To-day, hundreds

. all over the world are taking more than a g
array of facts proclaimed by those who have b
convinced by -first-hand knowledge that ti
is'no death, and that continuity of life i
scientific fact, as well as a spiritual truth.

The Liondon Spiritualist Alliance (Ltd.)
is a Society which has existed since the
year 1884. It was formed for the purpose
of affording information to persons interes-
ted in psychical phenomena. The need of
such a Bociety was never more pressing nor

- important than it is fo-day, for the reason
that all those who are genuinely desirous of
inquiring into the objects of Spiritualism,
and what it stands for, should have every
opportunity afforded them so that they can
be directed and guided in a proper and
reverent manner in their search for truth,

. The Alliance has been doing this class
of work conscientiously, honestly, and with-
out special favour to any sect or creed
during the long years of its existence. It
has won the approval of some of the most
distinguished minds in the land. Men a
women of all denominations have, time a:
again, expressed their gratitude for the gre
help and insight that the Alliance has afford
them into matters of a spiritual and psychic
character.

The present membership of the Alliance is
a very large one, and includes representatives
of the Church, the Press, the Medical Profession,

~ Science, the Law, the Army and Navy, Litera-
ture, Art and the Stage; in fact people in every
walk of life can be found on its roll.

The members of this Society enjoy the use of the magnificent
library of thousands of works devoted to all phases of spiritual and
psychical research, science and philosophy.

In its beautiful home, in the centre of London, the comfort
and convenience of its members are catered for with every care and
thought. Attached to the offices and library at 6, Queen Square,
Southampton Row, London, is a well appointed hall in which

Photo by

HENRY WITHALL.
PRESIDENT AND HON. TREASURER,
LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANGE, LTD.

meetings of all kinds are held on certain afternoons and evenings
during the week. Opportunity is given at these meetings for
instructing members in all .phases of Spiritualism and psychic
science, and addresses are given by men and women famous for -
their knowledge and experience of psychical research. -
Such a Society as The London Spiritualist Alliance is essential
tn avarv man and woman to-day who has even the slightest
se their knowledge concerning such all-impor-
Where are the Dead?”’ ‘‘Is communication
vith them possible ? > and further, ‘‘ What can
ve learn from those who have passed on which
vill help us to better ourselves here?’ ~

Thousands of people have found com-
fort and solace from the knowledge
they have gained of those higher things
through their membership with the Alliance,
and it behoves everyone who reads this to
communicate, at the earliest possible
moment, with the Secretary of this Society,
who will be happy to let them have fuller
particulars. A member’s subscription is
the very nominal one of one guinea .per
annum, which admits' the menibet to all
meetings, lectures, and the use of the
library for the ‘purpose of inquiry and
[ research,

The weekly periodical ‘‘ Light *’ is also
published from the offices of the Society, and
is the most cultured, high-toned, and sane
of all the publications devoted to psychical
research and spiritual reconstruction.. It

ontains a weekly résumé of all news interest-
ng to the world at large on matters that are
o essential to every educated man and woman
o-day. .

Mr. Henry Withall, whose portrait we give
on this page, is the President and Hon.
Treasurer of the Alliance. He has the assistance
of a capable Staff thoroughly acquainted with
all matters connected with the objects of the
Society, and we ask all who are interested to
take full advantage of the opportunities offered
by the London Spiritualist Alliance by be-
coming members, and in that way keep themselves abreast with
the times, and through the increased knowledge to be gained
thereby on matters so essential to one’s spiritual welfare, progress

a step further on the highway that leads to perfection.
Al communications to be addressed to:—
Secretary,
London Spiritualist Alliance, Lid., -
6, Queen Square, Soutl ton Row, London, W.C.1.

o

7. F.ALL,

SOME NOTES ON SPIRITUALISM
b

. y
Mrs. PHILIP CHAMPION DE CRESPIGNY,
Author.of ““The Rose Brocade,” *“The Mark,” *“The Five of Spades,” etc.

There is a good and a bad side to most things, and that this
applies to Spiritualism no one will be inclined to deny; in fact,
as action and reaction are equal and opposite, the very badness
of the bad side argues a correspondg:]g superlativeness on the
food. Spiritualism, unlike the whi sepulohre, presents its
ess

attractive side to the casual observer, reserving the inner.

goodness and sweetness for those who think. it worth while to
probe its secrets. The bad side gives us charlatans, dishonesty,
desecration of most sacred feelings, cupidity, simony, and a
host of the evils to which humanity is prone. It thrives on the
credulity, vanity, and curiosity of others. But the accredited
professions of all countries have their bad sides and thrive on
the weaknesses of their neighbours. Because there have been
dishonest lawyers mo one would throw discredit on the basic
principles of equity and justice or cavil at their further adminis-
tration ; because doctors have in some instances abused the con-
fidence of their patients or extorted unjustifiable sums of money,
ne one would suggest the abandonment of the practice of medi-
cine; a priest mig%nt break every law in the decalogue, but the
beauty and principles of ‘Christianity would remain unshaken.
It is through this outer shell of unloveliness that we must
burrow for the loveliness within. Nothing worth winning has
ever beenr won easily; if we are going to be discouraged by an
outer presentment that may appear unattractive, even squalid,
we are not worthy to win the pearl of great price that lies
within. The mastery of the ocean, electricity, and the air has
extorted ite dole of lives and suffering; the mastery of the next
step, far more stupendous than any before—the opening of com-
munication between Here and There—is to cost as much and
more. Ase in the case of every other line of advance in know-
ledge of the laws of God, we shall not find until we seek—but
seeking we assuredly shall find. Man’s consciousness has been
plunged into matter.to find his own solution of the riddles set
him, and just as he has been left to solve the riddle of aeroplanes,
motors, wireless telegraphy, the wonders of the stars, and the
infinitesimal undulatio1s. of light, so must he find the answer

to tliis, the greatest of all—how to link up this world with that

" other subtler world, surrounding-and interpenetrating our own,

and convert into something inore than a mere parrot cry the
assertion: ‘‘ There is no death!”’

One of the objections so often urged is that all communications
obtained through mediums are so banal.

But this is not so. Surely a study of the literature would tell
that much. We get from the other side information which has
roved both instructive and interesting; consolation which has
ightened many aching hearts, and often very beautiful descrip-
tions, and hints of conditions opening up quite new lines of
thought, and proving very illuminating. It depends upon who
speaks. Anyone who thinks and talks trivialities here will talk
trivialities there. If we learn to say things worth s:fyi;ng here
we shall say them when we get there. e terms of greeting
are again a stumbling-block, but surely not reasonably so? It
may seem on the surface that for anyone intimately dear to you
merely to say, ‘“ How are you?” on finding himself in commu-
nication, is eminently unlikely. But what would he say? On
this plane, in .such emotional moments, we say nothing—a hand-
clasp, a flash from eye to eye, a long-drawn-out embrace, ex-
presses far more than words. Moreover, in the séance room -
there is the presence of the medium of which they on the other
side are quite as conscious as ourselves, the third person, a
stranger, before whom it is impossible to feel entirely frank and
untrammelled. We should have felt the géne of it on this plane.

A Erocess of earnest investigation is the only means of earning
a right to criticism. The man in the street should pause before
offering an opinion on what is to him a sealed book. The man
who only knows the earth is round because others have dis-
cnvered 1t for him is quite ready to deliver an ultimatum on a
field of scientific discovery inquiry upoén the threshold of which
those who know just a little more stand trembling with an eager
question in their eyes. At this stage it is the scentific side of
the facts gleaned by experience that should be insisted on rather
than the mystic, as appealing to man’s reason and intellect;
when physical phenomena have done their work no doubt the
-higher aspects, through clairvoyance and clairaudience, of the
inner knowledge will be recognised. At the present stage the
appeal must be madeto the eyes that) see; the ‘ eyes. that see
not,” latent in all of us, and already developed in some, will
‘doubtless be quickened into activity in the years before us.
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