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S BY THE WAY.

- At the time of writing the interest of the popular
Press in our subject: shows no signs of subsiding, and
the activity under the surface is greater than ever before.
Lo those.of us.who have seen this kind of thing many
times before, it presents some familiar features. - In
some ways-it is encouraging. The opposition is not
s0 confident as of old, and’it has manifestly diminished:
And once more we. observe that those who want the
truth get it, and those who don’t can always contrive to

avoid ™ are few more futile tasks than trying
to-co ple” who -don’t wish to be convinced:
Take iance in the case of the stale objection;
“ Wt sal phenomena always take place in the
dark? > argument being raised, someone re-
plies of them have occurred, and still occur,
In the | proceeds to explain why darkness is, in
mosb. , & mnecessary condition imposed by
Natu very next time the subject crops up, the

same objector will repeat the same objection in the same
words, totally ignoring all that had been previously said.
We have seen examples of this attitude over and over
again, and realised that some -critics do not write in any.
serious spirit—they simply want to obstruct a dis-
agreeable truth and annoy those who champion it.
Those motives are distinctly apparent to the observer
who, having experience in controversial tactics, can look
alittle below the surface. Life is too short to be wasted
in answering arguments entirely insincere, frivolous and
perverse. . In fine, while some people raise questions
because they want to. know, others raise them because
they don’t want to-know, and find this a convenient way
of keeping the subject at a distance.  They have their

reward. .
. C * * *

A k which we read through with great
intere: asure is ““ A New Heaven,’” by the Hon.
G. W the New Zealand Minister of Internal
Aftairs “Health (not to be confused with the
Right 7. E. Russell, also an author, whose
death 1ced last week).  Prefacing the work
is an by the author, ‘*“ To the Mothers,
Wives | Bweethearts of Brave Men belonging
to Br “her Glorious Allies who have ‘ Gone’
West, h he assures, them, that the men they
loved ud, but live ““ in a nobler and better
world; pain—a World of Great Tdeals and
Unlim ‘ties.”” He assures the béreaved
ones- 1ed presence and help of their
depart ‘ttimes “* with wou and near ‘you,
watch 1g care, reading your thoughts:
and s u,””  That conveys an’ idea ‘of

the standpoint,_ of the author _although 'if"does nof;

disclose the nature of the -book,' which' is a‘ ron;arice

_of life in the next world based on experiences ' in

a dream, or'rather trance. For aught we can tell to
the contrary Mr. Russell may have drawn on his
imagination for the striking. pictures of life in the next
world. But the things he describes and all the senti-
ments he expresses tally so curiously with communica-
tions {rom the spirit world .that the result is arresting.
** Spirit Telepathy and Prayer »’ is the title of one
chapter which hardly sounds like fiction. But the
whole tone of the author is sc earnest and impressive as

_to suggest that he may simply be clothing real ex-

periences and convictions in the *‘* similitude of-a

dream.”” It is a striking book, and we shall return to it

later. o ’ o
* * *

“I was once at a meeting "of the Spiritualist
Alliance,’’ writes Mr. Arthur Machen in the ‘‘ Even-
ing News,” *“ and one of the speakers observed, quite
scriously, how odd it was that * spirit photographs ’ were
rarely obtained under strict test conditions, but were

frequently produced when no special precautions agamnst
fraud had been taken.

This circumstance did not strike
me as odd.”” That reminds us that & number of credi-
lous (or incredulous?) people do not believe that Mr.
Machen's now famous story, ‘‘ The Bowmen,”’ was
his own invention: They could argue that it was not
produced ‘‘ under strict test conditions.”” If we say
that having seen nothing but the story itself, we are,
nevertheless, firmly convinced of the true authorship,

will Mr. Machen accuse - us of credulity? Some day

he may go to a psychic photographer—a complete
stranger—and obtain a portrait of some departed friend,
clearly recognisable, and not a copy of any photograph
taken in life. Many people have done so. There are
other criteria of the genuineness of a thing than observa.
tion of the conditions of its production, :

* * *
“* Gerson "’ writes ;—

I note from a recent article by Miss Evelyn Underhill that
she regards high conceptions of a future life as being out of
harmony with the idea of any perpetuation of the pleasanter
features of -earthly intercourse; and she quotes Mr. A. E.
Waite as observing that the mystics -are smglﬁar_ly un-
interested in the question of reunion with departed friends—
‘“ they are concerned only with the union of the soul with
God.” To which I would reply that the really greater always
includes the less. No man ever loved brother or sister, wife
or child, the less for loving God: ¢‘ He that loveth not his
brother whom he hath seen, how. can he love God whom he
hath not seen?”’ I would suggest that the kind of mysticism
which excludes natural human affection, far from being a
true ‘‘ union of the soul with God,”” may be only a form of
absorbed, self-conte¢mplation 'or introspection—unlovely and
undesirable-—not-a spiritual expansion at .all, but a contrac-.
tion, a shutting up of the soul within itself. Fortunately
siich experiences as those narrated in Ligar by Mr. .Fru;nk-
Knight and duplicated in abundance by other investigators:
into our subject furnish abundant- evidence, against which
more theorising is of no avail, that the ties of.family affection
do suypvive physical death, SR R

v

Stk Artrur ConAN DoyLE’s CHALLENGE To THE PRESS’ (re-
ferred to-in. last week’s issue, page 93) has resulted-in the
vigit-fo him of several representatives of daily papers, vho'
publish’acconnts of. the evidence he submitted in the letters;
reccived from versons who consulted the medium, Mrs. B.:
Our readers will doubtless“have .read the .accounts of sgme

of them, so a fuller reference here.is upnecessity,. - - -
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COMMON-SENSE SPIRITUALISM: TWO.
SYMPOSIA.

By Sranzey DE Brata, M.Inst.C.E. (‘‘ V.C. Desertis ).
(Continued from page 91.)

SyMposruym  IT. .

—

Once more the party met together at the house of the
Engineer for a discussion on the vexed question. The
artist was_absent—he could not get over his dislike of the
whole subject; and_his place was taken by a Chaplain
returned from the Front in Flanders. The Physician set
the ball a—rollm%. .

Prysroan: I have been looking over the books men-
tioned at our last meeting, and I certainly must admit that
the evidence for a super-normal force is overwhelming, and
that there can be no reasonable doubt that it is directed
by intelligence of some sort, but I am by no means con-
vinced that this intelligence proceeds from the spirits of
those who have gone over from this life; in fact it obviously
does not, in some cases.

EnciNegr: Well, I only say that I respectfully agree with
Professor Hyslop that ‘“‘there is mot nearly as much evi-
dence for telepathy between living persons as for spirit-
intercourse,”’ and that ‘ the telepathic theory seems to be
favoured mainly hecause it is supposed not to involve the
creduliig which spirit-intercourse is held to imply.”’

. P. But why should the * messages ’’ not proceed from
the sub-conscious mind of the medium, or those of the
sitters, or from both?

E. No doubt it sometimes does, and may often be
tinctured by them, but the messages themselves are the best
answer to that. It would be extremely difficult, without
making large additions to the known facts of telepathy, to
make that theory cover such cases as those given by the
Société Universelle d’Etudes Psychiques (Paris), in their
issue of December, 1914, where parts of a message weré
given to one automatist in Paris, and parts to another auto-
matist at Wimereux, near Boulogne, within the same hour
—the two making no sense till combined. My objection to
the theory is that it proves too much. The only authorita-
tive version of it that I know is Mr. F. L. Rawson’s state-
ment, ‘“ Spiritualistic phenomena are produced by the sub-
conscious mind of the medium, due to the fact (sic) that the
subconscious mind of a man knows everything in the
material world, and consequently can reproduce not onl
faces, but knowledge not even known to those present, if
the conscious mind can be caused to vibrate synchronously
with the subconscious mind.”” (!) I have not much
respect either for the statement or the authority. Besides,
you will agree that the burden of proof lies on those who
put forward a theory.

. P. Yes, I admit that, and I do not say it is so. But
biologists are now inclined to refer what used to be called
‘““ instinct "’ in animals to subconscious mind, and to ex-
plain by it the homing instinct of birds, and many actions
of animals, such as the extraordinary anatomical skill with
which the Sphex wasp stings its prey exactly on the nerve-
centre which paralyses only the motor nerves of the cater-
pillar it conveys to be the living food of its larva; and
many other cases of unerring knowledge. If a semi-blind
caterpillar and the blind Driver ant can proceed straight
to distant sources of food, why should not the subconscious
mind in man have access to information of which the con-
scious mind knows nothing?

E. It certainly may, for aught we know to the con-
trary; but if we agree that the whole subject is experi-
mental, the holders of the theory must prove that it goes.
And I think it proves too much—it not only involves the
enormous assumption of a practically omniscient sub-
conscious mind, at the disposal of every half-educated
medium, but it does not account for the exceedingly low,
ignorant, occasionally dogmatic, and frequently untrue,
nature of many quite genuine automatisms. Let us keep
to the scientific theory, i.c., the simplest which covers
the facts at_ present known. There may be a sub-
conscious mind (which, apparently, has all, and much more
than, the powers which are denied to the human spirit)—
what the Theosophists call the Astral Memory or the
Akashic record, but the spirit hypothesis is certainly more
comprehensible, more in accordance with the evidence, and
has much more practical bearings. I take it as a pro-
visional hypothesis covering the facts, but limited severely
by conditions not yet fully understood, and by the subcon-
soiousness of the transmitters.

But if the communications really proceed from those
who have passed over, what about their inability to tell us
much about their conditions? How do you explain that?

E. I really scarcely dare to say—you will think me
horribly pedantic and mystical at the same time:

>, Go on. I am not frightened.

E. Well, then, I am inclined to think that they live in
fourth-dimensional space, and we in three-dimensional;
hence we ean only understand such of their conditions as
include our own.

CHAPLAIN. What do you mean?

&, T said you would be appalled,

.tains 3 points.

(March_29, 1919,

P. But you must explain yourself.

K, To do so, I must prove mathematically that space can
be of four dimensions. For the full proof you must glg to
Riemann, Gauss, and Klein, W. K. Clifford, 8ir R. 8. Ball,
and the publications of the Mathematical Bociety. I am
really afraid to go on. But they show mathematically that
there must be different kinds of space. N

P. T am not going to bow before any authority, scientifio
or clerical. Bergson says that any philosophy can be put in
ordinary language. . .

E. Well, if you will have it, here is the best I can do:—

A line, or ‘“ row »’ of indefinite lex:l%th is composed of an
infinite number of points; that infinite number beln_%
symbolised by the sign « . 1In a flat ‘‘ pencil,” e.g., o
light, there are o« lines, and each line contains «- points,
while each point in the plane lies on one of these
lines. Each line in a plane cuts a fixed line in one

oint. But this fixed line is cut at each point by =
ines, and contains o points; hence there are 2 lines in a
plane, A pencil in space contains as many lines as a plane
contains points, and as many planes as a plane contains
lines, for any plane cuts the pencil in a field of points and
lines; therefore a pencil contains «? lines and «? planes;
therefore the pencil and the field are of two dimensions.

C. I find it much easier to say that a plane has length

and breadth. )
. E. Boitis. But thatis a finite plane, and we are reason-
ing about infinities, which is your province. Am I to go on?
. P. Yes; go on, though I can attach no meaning to
(infinity) 2. )

E. You will likely attach less to what follows; and to
relieve myself of responsibility, I will quote from the article,
‘ Geometry,” by Professor Henrici, Ph.D., LL.D., F.R.8.,
in the * Encyclop®dia Britannica.””

¢ To count the number of points in space, we observe that
each point lies on some line in a pencil. But the pencil con-
tains x2 lines, and each line o« points; hence, space con-
Each plane cuts any fixed plane in a
line. But a plane contains w? lines, and through each
pass © planes; therefore space contains o3 planes.

‘“ Hence, space contains as many planes as points, but
it contains an infinite number of times more lines than
points or planes. To count them, notice that every line cuts
a fixed plane in one point. But c? lines pass through each
point, and there are o? points in the plane. Hence there
are ¢ lines in space. The space of points and planes is of
three dimensions, but the space of lines is of four
dimensions.” .

P. Great Heavens! I don’t understand a word of it.

E. I don’t understand much, I confess: I follow his
reasoning, but cannot visualise the idea. Perhaps this four-
dimensional geometry is the geometry of the next state.

P. That restores the terror of death! I used to find
Euclid bad enough. .

L. Oh, well, you need not learn it, you know. For my
own part if it 1s the geometry of the next state, I am quite
content to leave it to them. .

C. But what is the object of all this jargon?

E. The object is to show mathematically that there are
functions of space that we do not understand. You must
remember that on these axioms there is built an actual
science of Projective Gieometry which gives correct solutions
to actual problems, just as the Differential and Integral
Calculus do, which deal with infinity in the diminishing
direction, ‘

C. I feel like a fish out of water.

E. What! Among the infinities! And you a parson!'

C. Don’t chaff. You don’t mean to tell me that you
understand this? .

E. Frankly, I don’t, but Professor Henrici does,
apparently. {t seems to me an attempt to bring within our
finite faculties the concepts of infinity, and therefore to
involve an impossibility. But I think I understand it
better by referring the ‘‘ dimensions ’ ‘not to space but to
substance. Three-dimensional Matter we are all familiar
with, though mathematically, the ‘‘ solid ’* is only a shell,
limited by planes of no thickness. Returning to the
finite, however—points limit lines, lines limit planes, and.
planes limit ‘¢ solids,”” but that says nothing about the
interior of the ‘‘ solid.” As the Ether permeates, and per-
haps composes, the atoms which form a material world.
(interiorly), it seems rational to think of the Ether as
fourth-dimensional substance; it being sub-stantial to solid
form. And as the spirits tell us that their bodies are of
organised Ether, as ours are of organised Matter, the soul-
body must be limited by fourth-dimensional conditions, which
allow of action that seems to us instantaneous, but also makes
Matter as intangible to them as Ether is to us. .

P. That seems fairly intelligible, though of course it is
not_proof. "L

E. Certainly not; but it is explanatory, and it agrees
with the facts so far as we know them. Now let me read yvou
an alleged spirit-messace from Allan Kardec, Vol. II.,
p. 277 (I translate the French freely): ‘‘ We communicate
with incarnate spirits, as with spirits properly so called. by
the simple radiation of our thought (Telepathy). Our
thoughts do not need the garment of words to be under-
stood by spirits; they perceive the thought we desire to con-
vey by the mere fact that we direct qur thoughts towards
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them; and they can do this in gi‘bpértion to their intellectual
faculties—that is to eay, such and such a thought can be
understood according to their degree of attainment; whereas
in the case of others, our thought, awaking no remembrance
ot knowledge, is not perceptible b them. . . .

“ With a medium whose actual or latent intelligence is
well-developed, our thought is communicated as by spirit to

irit. In this case we find in the brain of the medium the
:fements necessary to give our thought the garment of
words. . That is why, however great the diversity of
communicating spirits, the script obtained by a medium will
always carry a stamp of form and colour peculiar to him-
self. . . We are like a composer who has, it may be, a
iano, a violin, a flute, a bassoon, or a penny whistle.

ith the three former the piece can be played so as to be
very comprehensible to the hearers, but not so with the
other two instruments.” . . ¢ With some, we have to
decompose our thoughts and to proceed word by word and
letter by letter, which is wearisome for us and a real
obstacle.’’ ) . .

C. What has this to do with the fourth dimension?

E. Only this: that the power we call telepathy agrees
with fourth-dimensional ideas, and is directly stated to be
the means of communication.

(To be Continued.)

—

‘THE L.S.A. MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT FUND.

Once more we may refer to the scheme for establishing
the Londen Spiritualist Alliance on a solid foundation by
providing it with a house for use as a centre for its activities
which, with an adequate equipment, could be greatly ex-
tended and efficiently carried out. One of the original con-
tributors to the fund, who gave us £250, indicated his desire
that the sum of £10,000 should be the amount aimed at. So
far we have collected towards this ideal sum the actual
amount of £1,080. It may be useful now to give the names
of the Council of the Alliance who are practically in the
position of Trustees for the Fund : —

Henry Withall (Acti President and Treasurer),
Ellis T. Powell, LL.B., D.Sc. (Vice-President), D. Rogers
(Hon. Becretary), Mrs. W. P. Browne, Mrs. Florence M.
Finlay, David Gow, H. Ernest Hunt, Mrs. Catherine E.
Lucking, W. R. Moores, E. R. Serocold Skeels, H. Biden
Steele, . W. Thurstan, M.A. :

We are well aware of the fact that movements are on foot
for the establishment of other and separate centres and
institutes. ~'We do not regard them as rivals—recognising
a8 we do the great variety of minds and the different degrees
of interest and opinion which need to be catered for. Persons
who are bent upon active public propaganda may of course
not find their ideas adequately met by an institution whose
main object will be to form a centre for study and discussion
and the provision of information and facilities for those
who, being attracted to the subject, require guidance and
advice. But there is no reason why such an institution
should not be able to co-operate with the more public forms
of work to the common benefit.

The Alliance has for a long time past been renderifig much
service outside of the strict lines of its regular duties, in
amstmg inquirers. The task of dealing with the multi-
tudes of people who are not members or supporters, while a
strain on our resources, is ample proof of the work which
could be accomplished under better conditions.

#*s IT should be mentioned that a considerable number of
members of the Alliance have not paid their subscriptions
for the current year. We hope that they will continue their
support and send their subscriptions without further notice,
ag postal reminders, of course, entail trouble and expense.

Musio axp tEE DvING.—Mr. Joseph Clark, of Hind
Hayes, 8.0., SBomerset, writes: ‘ Can any of your readers
tell me of any cases of music being hear({ by people whose
friends or relatives were passing, or about to ass, from
this life? I shall be obliged if those who know of any such
cases would relate them through the pages of LicHT.
~[u*e There are several cases recorded in the literature
of Spiritualism, and we have heard of others from those who
have had such experiences. But we are willing to publish
ary striking example in the knowledge of readers.]

Britise 8ririTuaLisTs’ Lyceum UnioN.—We learn with
}‘eiret that Mr. Alfred Kitson has been compelled, owing to
ill-health, to resign his position as president as from June
next. The Lyceum movement in England was the outcome
of the labours of Mr. Kitson, who has been one of the hardest
workers in the cause for many years. We cordially concur
with the tribute to his work Published in ¢ The Lyceum
Banner,” in which it is said, ‘‘ The Children’s Movement
has learned to love, honour and depend upon him.” His
faithful services to the Lyceum movemeht are worthy of the
warmest commendation, and we are 1%lad to learn that the
Management Committee racommend that he be asked to con-

tinue them as adviser to the Lyceum Union at a salary of
& year.
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GdVERNOR CURTIN'S SPIRIT MESSAGE.

A D1PLOMATIST'S STORY.

‘We are indebted for the following striking extract,
relating an episode in the life of Sir Horace Rumbold, to
Mrs. Louise Berens, who in an accompanying letter writes:
“ 8ir Horace regarded Spiritualism and mediumship from
the ¢ all-humbug-and-rubbish’ standpoint. In the first
volume of his reminiscences, describing the strange cosmo-
politan crowd collected at Baden-Baden, in 1856, he remarks
‘A face in the throng not to be forgotten for its weir
haunted look is that of Home, the Spiritualist, whose
startling impostures are just beginning to attract public
notice, ete.” . It argues much for Spiritualism that
Governor Curtin’s amazing experience penetrated (to a
certain ’glegree) Sir Horace Rumbold’s hide-bound con-
victions.

From ¢ Recollections of a Diplomatist,’’ by Sir Horace .
Rumbold.

In the course of this autumn and winter we saw much of
the American Minister, *‘ Governor ’’ Curtin, so called from
his having administered the great State of Pennsylvania all
through the Civil War. Curtin was very friendly to
England, and did us essential service in exposing the
intrigues by which the Russian Minister at Washington
endeavoured to frustrate our then pending negotiations with
the United States Government for the settlement of the
¢ Alabama ’’ and other claims. My chief recollection, how-
ever, of the American diplomatist is in connection with a
very different subject. There was just then in Petersburg
Society a craze for table-turning, spirit-rapping, etec.
little wife also amused herself trying her hand at planchette,
and certainly the results she obtained quite puzzled me,
knowing how incapable she was of deceit in the matter.
One evening at the Curtins she was thus engaged, when
Curtin, habitually the blandest of men, almost sternly
requested her to desist from this amusement, which touched
he told her, upon questions much too serious to be trifled
with. His earnestness so impressed me that I begged him
to explain his objections, whereupon he related what follows.
At the very eve of the great war he was hard at work one
day in the Government offices at Philadelphia, when he was
told that a person wished to speak to him on important
business. Although very busy, he consented to see the
applicant for a few minutes. The man ushered in was un-
known to him and apparently in poor circumstances, while
he evidently hailed from some Western State. ¢ Mr.
Curtin,” he said, ‘I have a very urgent message for you
which I must put in writing.”’ e forthwith sat down and
began to scribble, Curtin watching him with feelings that
turned to utter amazement when he recognised, in what
flowed from the pen of this entire stranger, the un-
mistakable handwriting of the mother he had lost not long
before, and to whom he was devotedly attached. The
message was not lengthy, but of so extraordinary a character
that, when the writer had finished, Curtin asked what he
could do for him, offering him money, or at any rateé a free
pass on the railway to take him to his distant home. The
man thanked him, but declined any assistance, and repeated
that he had simpfy been impelled to deliver the message in
this form, Curtin remaining under the impression that he
did not understand its import, and was acting mechanically
under some mysterious influence. What he had thus written
was a rough forecast of the chief events of the great contest
which then had not yet broken out. Curtin was so struck
by the circumstances, that he imparted them in confidence,
at the time, to friends at Philadelphia who, with him,
afterwards watched with intense interest the (ievelopments
predicted in the message. The result of this incident, how-
ever, was that, whenever he was in any doubt or difficulty,
he resorted to the means so strangely indicated, and always
received replies which he felt absolutely certain were in his
mother’s handwriting. That Mr. Curtin told me this

singbular story in perfect good faith I cannot for a moment
oubt.

THE DOCTRINE OF HELL-FIRE.
With respect to Mr. Wake Cook and the abolition of the

doctrine of hell-fire, I do not think it will be necessary for
the Churches to sweep away the plain statements of the Bible,
but only to read them with a little more intelligence. It is
definitely stated in both Old and New Testaments that Hell
and Hades do exist, and that bad people go there, but I never
could find any reason for the idea that they remained there.
The ¢ fire is not quenched,’’ but the spirits pass through and
on, Indeed, there seem to be many hells, and some Easterns
hold that this world is one. It might be, in times of war.
With regard to_remarks on the disappearance of the Devil
also, may I remind your readers of a quotation from ‘‘ Alton
Lo_ci{e ?: ¢ And sae the Deevil’s deid,”’ said Sandy. *‘ Eh,
puir Nickie! and a’ body pitting his ain sins on Nickie’s
shoulders! Aiblins he’s but shammin’.”
‘“ When pleasant days came on apace,
And showers began to fa’
John Barleycorn rose up again,
And sair surprised them a’.”’ -

Kataering St. Hr.
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CO UN'l ING THE COST

Mauv years ago—more than we care to'remember—
a certain enthusiastic man discovered that he had the
gift of magnetic healing. The thing-was so’ strange and
wonderful (to him) that he decided that his powers must
be at once placed at the sérvice of the commiinity. Be-
hold him then shortly afterwards making public
announcement of his ablhty to heal all and _sundry, ‘and
taking for the scene of his operations a London mews,
where, in the open air, he offered to magnetise any
patients who presented themselves. After which, as
the late ‘* M.A. {(Oxon.) "’ would have said, solvuntur
risu tabule—the proceedmos were dissolved in lauOhter
and cat-calls.

" The moral of the story is quite a personal one; it does
not reflect in any way upon the reality of psycho-
thelapeutlcs Our Don Quixote of the magnetic heal-
ing adventure retired: from the contest surpnqed and
hurt. . He had: not counted the cost, or taken care to
azcertain the risks he ran. lee Moses, in the “ V:car
of Wakefield,”” he should have ‘* known his. company.’
But the xeeults although kad for him, must have left
some small residuum of good.” He ha.d, in his own
way, broken down some prejudices, however slightly,
made one or two people think, and paved the way for
future sdventurers, as did. Jonas Hanway when he
hoisted the first umbrella.

There is, to the credit of humanity, a long roll of
men who have sacrificed themselves for the benefit of
their fellows. We may instance—although it is not
the best. example—the -exploit of Winkelried, the Swiss
patriot, ab the battle of Sempach, when his comrades
tried in vain to penetrate the dense mass of steel repre-
sented. by the spears of the Austrians. We remember

how ‘Winkelried grasped as many of the spears as he:

could and bore them to the ground, thus making a path
for his companions over his mangled body. Here was
a man who ‘* counted the cost,’
sequence of his adventure with his eyes open,

Nowadays there are few of us who are liable to

rush into adventures of the end of which we have not
same knowledge, derived from observing the experience

of others in the past, our heroes and pioneers who, hav-’
ing counted the cost, went, figuratively speaking, to the .

pillory or stalke for love of what they believed to be the

truth. There are still some splendld examples of this’

spirit amongst us to-day. It is not necessary to'mention
their names, they are known to all of us. To say that
they have not to face such ordeals as were endured by
their exemplars of thirty or forty years ago is not to de-
tract from their mervits, as they themselves would be the
first toadmit. The opposmon to-day is not so formidable or
so numerous as it was in the past. Its power has dwindled
tremendously, but it is still able to look very menacing,
making up in malice what it lacks in strength. Truth
to tell,. there is-reason to believe that it has begun to
suspect its weakness. To-borrow a metaphor from. the

card-table (if one may do.so without offence), it fears-
that all its skill will not avail it against the ‘* hands *’

beld by its antagonists. Certain easy triumphs do not
I;crid altogether to complete assurance of the final result
‘ when bhe game is played out.”
In the old days the sub]ect of psychic evidences was
one for laughter. The public ** laughed consumedly ’’

there were guffaws all round. We do not-see so much _
of this laughter to-day—indeed, we s¢e hardly any of it.-

But we do see a larger.araount ‘of bewilderment, annoy-
ance, mdlgnatlon and a still larger measure of serious,
even anxious, inquiry. A great many people want to
know the truth. For every single enquirer forty years
ago there are a thousand to-day.

Even as we write there-enters to us an old acquaint-

I;IGHT:

who met the con-
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ance—a gentleman who-was-coneerned in tlie ‘conjuririg
entertainments of the early "seventies; désigned to prove
that physical phenoniena are frau&ulent ~He'found out
the truth of thie matter for himself, and” ¢an now- testify
to it. But we féel we have-heard. énough of the matter
for the present. . It is an unseem.ly wrangling over: a.n
aspect of the sub]ect which is guité rudimentary;
belongs to physies and is designed entirely for'the bene'
fit of those minds whose prejudices.can be broken down
only ‘along lines of .physical demonstration. - >I%.is ‘a
matter for serious; scientific: study, experindent and re:
cord, and not for popula,r demonstra.tlon ‘conducted in a
haphazard ‘sensational manner. by those .who. are un:
acquainted with the most eleméntary prmcxpfes of the
inquiry, or who, being made acquamted find, it to then'
interést not to observe them.

Here again- it is a question of counbm,g the cost We
do.not countenance these chance-medley * popular in-
vestigations.  They are too costly. - The mvestlgatlon
should be conducted with at-least as much caré as the
trial of any invention for commercial uses. Of course, in
the long run, the ‘‘ costs and damages ’’ consequent on
hasty, foolish, and insincere investigations will fall upon
those who plomote and countenance thém, iand* will
not injure us. It is they, also, who should count the
cost.  We may have to dlschalge a -small debt in the
present in the way of ** moral and intellectual damage,
but the bill, in the end, will be a long and heavy one,
and it will not have to be settled by Splrltua.hsts. .

"« PSYCHIC SCIENCE, PHE - PREbS AND '.l‘HE
PUBLIC e .

(FRou Qm WiLLiam F. BARRETT F. R S)
“To the Fdztor of LIGHT

Sir,—" ‘
Allow me to thank you for your excellent artlcle in
last week’s LiguT on ‘‘ Psychic Saence the Press and
the Public.”” The ‘‘ Daily Express ’’ inquiry into the
phenomena of Spiritualism was, of course, foredcomed.
to failure. The methods' of ]oumaIiSm are not the
methods of science. The only useful fact in the ‘¢ Daily’
Express '’ enterprise.is the testlmony it affords to the-
widespread and growing interest in psychlcal research
in-general, and Spiritualism in particular.’ *The’ subjéct’
evidently pays, from a journalistic point of view.  But
how could any but an inconclusive result follow. from:
the conditions of this experiment—a crowded, noisy
room, a very mixed company, and absolute ‘darkness?

" A you rightly say, ‘“ the question is not to be' decided:
by a ‘general mquxsmon of newspapers, or.a whole uni-
verse of conjuring entertainments. It can only be
settled by. serious and scientific study and expenment
by people who are willing to abide by the logic of facts.’

It is to be regretted that any who have psychic gifts
lend themselves to advertisement by the newspapers.
The brothers Thomas are doubtless sincere, and you.ex-
press no doubt of the reality .of Mr. Will Thomas’s
mediumship. This being so, might I suggest that they
should ask such a competent and qvmpathetlc investiga-
tor as Mr. W. W. Baggally to conduct & séries of prlvate
sitbings to test their super-normal powers?

The Society for Psychical Research has special funds
for research, and a few _pounds from this' fund could
not be better emploved than'in asklng, say, Mr Bag-
ga]lv to make this enquiry. . .

Yours, etc o ) .
’. T BABRETT. g

«“ HO\V TO LET THE WORLD KNOW LI

’lhls will be the title of the address to be delivered by
Mr. W. Engholm: at the social meetmg of the L.S.A. to
be he]d at 6, Qucen Square, at 7 o’clock on Thursday, April
10th, followmg the lecture by Dr. W. J. Vanstone at 5. Y.
T‘n;zholm who is a gentleman of long and wide expeérience in’
puhllcltv work in connection with journalistic and other enter-
prises, will, we understand, havo some striking ideas to,
express, and- we- hope that "all ‘who are 1nterested 1n the
promotion of our work will attend and support h1m
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- By H ‘A. ‘DALLA_q."

. :One: of the signs that France is gradually teturning to
normal conditions 'is. the ' re-appearance’ of ‘“ Annales des
Sciemcés Psychiques.””” We - wélcome it- again, and cox-
gratulate its able editor on the very intéresting issue which
reached us last -month. . The' first articlé is of such impor-
tance thet a summary-and: partial translation is desirable;
5o that readers of LioHt may ‘be aware of the toficlusions
reached by Dr.-Gustave 'Geléy as ‘the result df his '1;6]'0;\; ed,
experiences with the ' mediini| Eva ' C:; YWho," it Wil g'be
remembered, has been under the careful supervision of Mme.
Juliette Alexandre Bisson; and hag béen the subject of close
scientific scrutiny for sqyeral -years. ,Prof. Schrenck-
Notzing’s book'had'hel]ied.L) _make her phenomena widely
known. The value of this particular article is nop so much
because it adds'yet another testimony to the genuineness of
these phenomena (which for fair‘minded students are already.
proven through many past experiments with materialisation
mediums) but its’ value lies"mainly in the tremendous con-
¢lusions to which Dr. Geley has been led, and which he affirms
with absolate conviction and deliberation. At the close of
his interesting paper he says:— . S -
.,‘“All’ this proves to us, and.one may henceforth affirm
this without reserve,-that in the individual being there is
something’ quite different, from a congeries of cells; as there is
in the upiverse something quite different from an aggregate
of atomg.”” ST L R .
These .who may be repelled by the rather grotesque photo-
graphs .xeproduced with: this article, and who, like Miss

A- SCIENTIFIC CONFESSION OF FAITH;

1)

Helen M athers (whose interesting article appeared in LicHT

of February 22nd). hold ““:in holy horror »’ all such pheno-
mena as ‘‘ materialisations;” would ‘be wise to suspend ‘their

judgment .in view .of the great revolution which the study

of these - phenomena is effecting in the philosophy of men
of seience. - It is no small thing to assert, as Dr. Geley
does, that these experimental facts mecessitate ‘‘ the com-
plete overthrow of materialistic physiology ”’ and that the
future philosophy of science will be idealistic. Let us now
c,og_mi:ler the line of thought pursued by Dr. Geley in this
article. . o . :

He begins by saying that when we speak of ¢ supra-

normal I’ and: *‘ supernatural”’ phenomena we use these’

terms gnly be¢ause we are ignorant of the laws which govern
and control living creatures.
of normal life we should find_in that the solution of what
we call supernormal phenoména. The physiology of the

If we could solve the mystery’
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normal is a mystery, and it is:only bécause the.average

human mind imagines that it understands experiences which
are familiar that.we fail to realise how miraculous are
normal }ifé and reproductive processes. ' He says :—

“ Norma] physiology and supra-normal physiology -are

equally ‘mysterious; we are not faced with two problems,

requiring two different solutions, but with one and the same
probletn—the problem of life. - o .

“ If the individual being is regarded as nothing more than
a‘congeries of -cells the double problem is insoluble..
mystery becomes clearer only if ‘we admit that over and
above the'changes, the organic and 'physiologi¢al modifica-
tions, the revolutions in the chemical balance of life, there
exists -a = dominating factor, the
(directrice) of a superior dynamic force.”” ) .

He illustrates this statement by .reference to the meta-
morphoses in insect life:—" : :

“In. the protecting envelope of the chrysalis which
shelters the ‘animal from disturbing exterior influences and
from the light, a strange elaboration occurs which singularly
reminds us of that which I am about to describe [e.g.
materialisation phenomena] in.what is called supra-normai
physiologry. - The body of the insect dematerialises. It dis-
Integrates, melts into 2 'kind of uniform jelly, a uniform
amorphous suhstance,”in which "all* organic or specific dis-
tinctions disappear. There is no muscular, vascular,
viscetal; or nervous siubstance. i
stance ; essential substance, the basis of life.
rapldly, the substance. begins to organise itself and a fresh

The.

there is merely: sub--
Then, very..

dominating guidance -

materialisation-is effected from'it.” The adult animal is con- "

stituted in
larva,” . . )

Dr. Geley then affirms that, having many times witnessed
the whole process of ‘“ supra-norinal >’ materialisation with
the medium léva,-and having seen. and touched, and -con-
firmed the witness of his senses by. registering_ instruments

quite a different form from the' primitive

and by photography, he has no longer any doubt of the’
! 3 ] He adds that the .
medium has always shown in his presence absolute honesty, -

genuine Teality of the experience.

He continues :

.. The phenomena may be summarised thus: From the"

body of the medium. issues——exteriorises itsélf—a substance’

which at first is amorphous or polymorphous: This" sub-

stance takes various forms.” -

TFrom his experienges’ Dr. 'Geley draws these import_a,x‘xt'.

conclusions :- -

* That all biologica) processes - oint,to..tlie ’,covnclﬁsion- :
that the physical being 1s essentially constituted out of a.
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primérdial unique substance of which the ‘organic’ forrha-
tions are simply representations:* The essential unity of
cl;)xi'glan.ic substance .is thus the first term of: the problem of
ology, . - . - B R T S
. ““ The seecond term is found in:the necessity of admitting
the cxistence of a superior dypamic organising, centralising
and directing force. L

‘“ The necessity of this conception is. the result of all our
physielogical knowledge. S B JELE L
<.t There. is.. a third term, rthe most impodrtant: -the-
dynamic directing force is itself obedient-to a directing idea;,
This directing idea (idée directrice) is found in all biological
creations. It reveals an aim—the directing idea does
not alivays fully: achieve its-aim. The result of its activity
is:often imperfect- ', '.-- but whether it succeéds or not weé"
find. the directing idea always present.””-- .- * -+’ .. - Co

Dr. Geéley #dds that the:ferm * idédplastie®” (i.e., living
matter modelled by :an idea) is the most suitable term by
which to denote the process:— .. . .. - . -

‘“ The notion of idéoplastie which the facts compel .us to;
adopt is of capital importance; ideas; are no longer depens
dent, a product of matter, On the contrary, it is 1deas that
model, inatter, giving to matter its form and attributes., . .. ..
In this discovery materialistic physiology is totally upset..
. The materialised forms in mediumistic séances are the
product of the same biological process as generation. They
are neither more nor less miraculous,- neither more nor less
supernormal, or, if you like, they are .equally soj.it. is thd.
same ideoplasti¢ miracle which forms fram the material bedy:
hands,- face, viscera and all the tissues, the whole o:ganism:
of the fortus and which forms out of the bady.of the medium:-
the hands, face or entire organism of a materialisation. - .~ «

‘“ Doubtless in  the idealistic . philosophy ,of the future/
which I firmly helieve .will- -be the science. of  fo-morrow;:
there will still be large room for hypotheses; ‘but oae thiug;
at least will be established by indisputable evidence, as it
seems to me—tiat is, that the materialistic conceptiom of
the universe and of thé individual is falsé. ", . Tt cannof,
be reconciled with our present biological knowledge.”" L

HOUDINI-MEDIUM - OR' CONJURER? "~ = .
From Mr.'J: Hewat McKenzie :— b ST
“* Your correspondent, H. W. E., asks on page 88 how I..
tésted Houdini’s powers, do I impulﬁ that I did so by.§.P;R. .
methods? - My reply is emphatically *“ No.” * The S.P.R:".
methods ate oftén detrimental to success, rather than other+
wise, and with oné or two exceptions the Society has done
very little investigation with physical mediums. 8ir A.
Conan Doyle, who has been an $.P.R. member for thirty
years, is- reported. to ‘have stated.recently in the public.
Press, that if he had ‘‘ had anyore ‘to show him the way,,
he could have arrived at the' knowledge. of spirit inter-.
course in thirty weeks instead® of “thirty, .years,”’ ~“We,
scarcely want or need to adopt S.P:R. methods gt this staga”
of progress. o : v o
My investigations with Houdini were made on the public,-
latform, and not as'a member of the audience. I handled;-
is implements and submitted him to: the, s4me tests as any:
gonuine medium allows. If I had, howeyer, tested Houdini .
in my own rooms, the sceptic wo,ufd'be' the first to refuse to:,
belli)cleye that this private performance was the same as the
public. :
H. W. E. also says, ‘ The conjurer and his friend, Mr
Hereward Carrington, disclaiim the eniploymeht_ofopsychic,;:
methods.”” ‘Houdini has nowheére to my knowledge made any.. .
such claim; but as a matter of fact has advertised in the ..
United States that some of‘his manifestations are claimed . .
by mo (as the author of ¢ Spirit Interceurse’) to he .
achieved by psychic'power.”* -~~~ v L0
‘I am aware that H. W. E. knows much about the possi-,
bilities of the cinematograph, but to diseuss the pheto-,,
graphing of .dematerialisation within a ‘¢losed -meta]l tank :.
is but a waste of your valuable space. S
I' have never claimed that all the demonstrationa by ..
Houdini- were 'accomplished by supérnormal. means,, It iis.
this mixture of the real and the imitation so freguently
practised by professional physical mediums that causes so
much trouble to the inexperienced psychic investigator,-and
it would be well if this were more generally knowxi:< """ 4
. L Pl e ' ',‘...‘...

Miss Linp-ar-Hacesy, ar BrieaTON.—Speakitig: at. the *
Athenmum Hall, on:Sunday: last, Miss Lind-af<Hageby de- "
scribed Spirityalism as the likk between Science and: Reé- !
ligion. It led Science, which had- hitherto concerned:itself '
with matter, to a consideration of the.subtler:forces which He< -~
longed to the mental and spiritual realms.- ‘The first thought *:
of the ordinary person was communication with"the dead,,,
but it was a.far larger question than this, .impertant-as "
spirit-communication was. It was a matter of realising‘the" :
spiritual nature.of .the Universe, that we .are-all spirits here
and now. She was convinced that Spiritualism had a great
message for humanity, throwing new light on its qrigin, its
career, and, its éternal destiny. .. oo T

) Coa s

SIS

* Dr. Geley regards the ;disé’évjefy‘:' mix&é,'éhi_'biig.  these .

experiments as '‘'one of thé greatest discoveries in biology.”
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FROM THE LIGHTHOUSE WINDOW.

Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton announce as read shortly
a new book by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle — * The Vital
Message ’—a companion volume to ‘‘ The New Revelation.”

- » *

It is announced that a volume of reminiscences by the late
Madame Liza Lehmann, who, it will be remembered, was a
member of the Alliance, will be published later in the year
by Mr. Fisher Unwin.

”» * -«

The ‘¢ Daily Express '’ corrects the statement which we
uoted from the ‘ Sunday Express” last week that Sir
enry Lunn will devote his energies to propagating Spirit-
ualism. It appeats that he is speaking against it.
* » -

The last issue of ‘ The Two Worlds ”’ (the 21st inst.)
marks the commencement of the editorshlgl'of Mr. Ernest
Walter Qaten. We cordially congratulate him on his lead-
ing article, ‘ Our Task,” which is filled with a fine quality of
sincerity, w;iour and insight. Tt augurs well for his future
conduct of the paper.

» » -

Many of us have read with admiration the work of Mr.
J. L. Garvin, editor of the ‘‘ Observer,” whose articles in that
journal are marked by a deep insight and a spiritual quality
that lifts them far above the level of ordinary journalism
whatever its merely literary merits. Mr. Garvin is clearly
a Beer, and we need seers very much in these transition times.
ision is, unhappily, a rare quality. Let us hope that it
will grow more abundant, since ‘‘ where there is no vision the
people perish.”

- » *

From a letter received from Mr. James Coates, forn.erly
of Rothesay, and author of Photograplun%1 the I'nvlsxblg ”
and other well-krown books, we learn that he has been maki
an extended tour, in the course of which he has addres
meetings and attended private gatherings in Birmingham,
Liverpool, Glasgow, Belfast and Edinburgh. He hopes to
visit ondon and ]irighton during April and, Ma{( and give
lectures on ‘‘ Psychic Photography,”’ with lime-light illus-
trations. One lecture will be given to a London Camera Club
affiliated to the Royal Photographic Society. —Mr. Coates’s
address to which Jetters for him should be forwarded is
¢ Jesmond,”” New Balderton, Newark-on-Trent.

- » »

The mass meeting at the Royal Albert Hall, under the
auspices of the Spiritualist National Union, will take the
form of a national memorial service for the fallen in the war.
It will be held on S8unday, April 27th, at 7.30 p.m. Ampng'i‘t
the speakers will be Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Dr. Ellis T.
Powell and Mr. E. W. Oaten. The reserved seats (numbered)
will be 10s. 6d. and 58.; the unreserved, 2s. 6d. and ls.
Tickets can be obtained from all Spiritualist organisations in
London; the London Spiritualist Mission, 13b, Pembridge
Place, Bayswater, W.; Messrs. Keith, Prowse and Co.; the
ticket office, Royal Albert Hall; or by post from Mr. Charles
J. Williams, 115, Tanner’s Hill, Deptford, S.E.8.

» » *

Several letters on the subject of ¢‘ Astral Journeys ’’ have
appeared in the “ Daily Mail.”” One of the best is by a
writer signing himself ¢ Viator,”’ who tells of occasions on
which he was apparently seen at places distant from where he
actually was. ‘‘ Some years ago my brother and his little
boy were quite certain they had both seen me and spoken to
me at Earl’s Court Exhibition. “. I was miles away from
Earl’s Court at the time.”” This kind of thing has happened
so frequently and in such circumstances—-as for instance when
his ‘“ double ”’ was seen carrying a parcel, he himself being
engaged in preparing a parcel to carry to the person who
saw him—that he is apparently much impressed. It is not
to be explained by ‘‘ coincidences.” .

* * *

‘“ Yiator ’ is naturally puzzled. Let him be re-assured.
Many people have recorded similar experiences. These
things are doubtless the result of thought projections
(usually unconscious). They may take the form of sounds
as well as visual apparitions. Andrew Lang, for instance,
tells of ‘‘ The Grocer’s Cough,” in which a cough was
frequently heard at the door of a house not long before the
arrival of a grocer whose cough was habitual and recognis-
able. A family known to us often hears the latch key turn
in the lock and the door open -shortly before the return of
the head of the house in the evening. The real sound is
preceded by a phantom one, which is yet so like the reality
that even the domestic animals seem to perceive it.

* - »

Under the heading, ““ I Talk to Ghosts,” *“ Zonke *’ writes
in the ‘‘ Daily Mail ’’ of the 21st inst. d’escribing herself as
the person who advertised in the ‘ Times lately offering
assistance to persons who have ‘ haunted, disturbed or per-
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pistently unlucky houses.” Zonke states that she has “‘ seen
or talked to Iots of ghosts,’’ and it appears that she
is possessed of clairvoyant and clairaudient powers. ‘¢ ‘When
one takes up the subject seriously, ghosts as ghosts become
merged in 1influences,” she writes, and adds, with equal
truth, ¢‘ the influences of the dead may be present as active
spirit ‘‘ influences.”” There is certaaqlci.scope for Zonke's
powers. The last. haunted house to which our attention’ was
invited was a soldiers’ sanatorium, where the Tommies fre-
quently saw and heuard strange manifestations, some remark-
ably objective. It was not merely the evidence of the
soldiers (‘‘ what the soldier said, etc. ’’), but of nurses and
others that lent this case its importance.

THE ‘MASKED MEDIUM.”

The ¢ Daily Express,’’ having offered ¢ £500 for a ghost,”
has discovered a ‘‘ masked medium ’—a mysterious lady who
has magnanimously refused the reward and is reported to
have ‘ raised a spirit.”” We don’t know what that mearmns,
but it appears to have raised the spirits of the newspaper

in question. Its special correspondent att« 3éance
with the ‘ masked medium ’’ and related th: pened
the proceedings, informally, with a menta other
spiritualists term it, an intellectual manife (Do
they?) The “intellectual manifestation >’ inter
alia, of telling him he had three pennies ercoat
pocket—he says he was not aware of the f: o, the
gave the correct date of each coin. After thi ised ”’
a spirit which resembled an aged woman in a At the

end of the séance there were found on the medium’s lap
‘‘ numerous sweet-smelling violets scattered about.” It may
be all right, but at present we don't know what to think of
it, being reluctantly forced into retaliating upon our critics
some of the incredulity with which they regard us. We are
not impressed with the type of investigator who writes of
“ raising ’’ or ‘‘ calling up ’’ spirits, and who behawves to-
wards discarnate men and women as though they were a set
of oddities unworthy of the slightest respect or consideration.
If the investigator questions our idea of the true nature of
spirits, we can only ask him to hold his judgment in suspense,
and give them the benefit of the doubt—a small concession,
costing nothing. It would even be showing a little courtesy
towards those who believe in the reality of spirits.. But per-
haps that is too much to expect. Still, it would not impair
the value of the advertisement.

“DAGONET” AND THE *“ ARTHURIAN LEGEND."

Writing in the ‘ Referee ’’ of the 23rd inst., ‘‘ Dagonet ”
says:—-

My friend, Mr. David Gow, the editor of LicaT, 8
journal -of Psychical, Occult and Mystical Research, writes
me, ‘I note your remarks in reply to Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle. I suppose the real reason of the ‘ present discon-
tents ’ is that we insist that facts to be credible and useful
ought to take a certain shape or conform to our ideas of how -
they should present themselves. This, so far, they have
resolutely refused to do, except in a few instances of persist-
ent and scientific inquiry, like that of Dr. Crawford, of Bel-
fagt, for example, who found evidence of s%irit agency and
said so. As an old inquirer, I have found that the scientific
method requires us to accept the physical facts, however un-
couth and opposed to our preconceptions, and see what they
lead to in conjunction with other lines of enquiry—e.g.,
mental and psychological.”’

To OerTaIN CoRRESPONDENTS. — Communications from
writers who give neither name nor address are useless to us.

ANNIVERSARY OF MoDERN SprriTuaLisM.—The Marylebone
Spiritualist Association will hold a special service at 6 30 p.m.
next Sunday, the 30th inst., at Steinway Hall, when &rs
f}. A. Cannock will give an address and clairvoyant descrip-
ions.

TeeE Uses oF PsycHOMETRY: A StmikiNG Case.—Mr.
Harry Fielder, of Pimlico-road, 8.W., réperts an illustration
of the ﬁfnumeness and value of the psychometric gift. He -
states that the eldest daughter of the engineer unger whom
he has been working for many years past had been missin,
from her home ever since the 13th ult. and no trace cou]ﬁ
be found of her. Recently Mr. Fielder called at the house,
borrowed a pair of gloves which had been worn by the
young woman and took them, enclosed in an envelope, to a
lady psychometrist, Mrs. Graddon Kent. Before the gloves
were taken out she correctly stated what colour they were.
Next, touching the empty envelope, she gave an accurate
description of their former owner, a&ding that she had been
to Victoria Station and other places, that she was drowned
in the Thames, and that confirmation of the fact would
speedily follow. These statements were all verified. At the
inquest on the recovered remains, reported in the evening
papers of the 14th inst., it was clear from the evidence that
the poor girl had thrown herself into the river while suffer-
ing from great mental distress caused by bereavement and
sickness in the family. :
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MEDIUMSHIP AND ITS CRITICS.

ADDRESS BY THE AvuTHOR oF ‘‘ I Hearp A VoIoe.”

At the social gathering of the London Spiritualist
Alliance held on Thursday, the 13th inst., of which a brief
account was given in our last issue, the author of ¢ I Heard
a Voice ”’ (‘“ A King’s Counsel "), addressing the company,
said that he felt some natural hesitation in speaking to a
body of ns who were probably all experts on the subject
of psgghlcal investigation. .

About four years ago he had been present at a meeting
at which a man had _publicly stated that he was in com-
munication with a friend who had been killed in the war.
“I remember,”’ proceeded the speaker, ‘‘ that the state-
ment was received with a suppressed titter all round the
room. I did not feel particularly amused myself; but at the
same time I thought that the man who made such a state-
ment was under a delusion. It is not more than three years
ago that L obtained any proof which satisfied me of the
genuineness of spirit intercourse, and the evidence which
came to me came apparently as an accident. It was a com-
plete surprise to me to find that my two daughters, of whom
one was eleven years.of age, and the other three years older,
were extraordinarily good mediums.”

. Proceeding, the speaker related how the discovery had
been brought about by the use of the planchette, which the
children were using as a_ toy. After a time evidential
messages began to come through, as related in his book.
Both inediums remained perfectly normal, and the experi-
ments appeared to have no more effect upon them than the
wril
remarkable increase in their mediumship after the first
communications. He did not accept the genuineness of the
results until he had demanded and obtained conclusive
proofs. In the course of time the planchette was discarded,
and both wrote with pencil on paper in the ordinary way,
except that the nature of the communications was far
beyond their normal powers. It was not within the power
of the ochildren, or indeed even of their parents to write
such poems as were given in this fashion—it was poetry of
high quality. Drawing and painting were added to writing.

mmunications were also received giving information un-
known to any of them, but afterwards verified. @ Much
valuable teaching .was also received, and ‘“ A King’s

" Counsel ”’ at this point described the receipt of passages in
QGreek, notwithstanding that the medium did not know a
single Greek character and that he himself had forgotten his
Greek. The lecturer laid stress on the argument that a single
genuine communication from the spirit world was sufficient
to overthrow the whole case of the anti-Spiritualists, who
contended that all such communication was impossible.
There was no reasonable explanation of the Greek writings
in question except that they were direct spirit messages.

- A King’s Counsel ”’ then passed to a consideration of
the utility of mediumship and psychic communications, as
exemplified in the thousands of helpful and stimulating com-
munications he had received. It had abolished for him and
his family any fear of death, and had enabled them to be
the “means of consoling various friends and corres-
mdenta suffering the pangs of bereavement. They

ned that their departed friends still lived and watched
over them with solicitude. In one message, received from
a young officer killed in the war, were the words ‘‘ I try to
put good thoughts into your hearts and am grieved when
you do not listen.’’ The teachings given proved the main
principles of religion, and proved to demonstration that
cardinal principle of religion that there is a future life.

fter some further observations on the subject of the
reality and benefits of spirit intercourse the speaker referred
to the attitude of the Press, which in some cases took the
form of hostile criticism. One particular journal—a Sunday
paper—was conspicuous by pouring on the subject columns
of scurrilous abuse. It coupled Spiritualism with Bolsheviem,
referred to ‘‘ its pernicious appeals,”” and found its ten-
dencies ‘‘ dangerous to the national well-being,’’ and capable
of ‘‘leading through mental suffering to insanity and
death.”’ (Laughter.) These were strange statements to
make of a movement which had relieved so many thousands
of mental suffering, and which had convinced its adherents
that there is no death.

With the keen analytical skill of the trained lawyer, the
speaker dissected the article, exposing the hollowness of its
argument and the confused mental condition of its writer,
who was shown to be clearly obsessed with the reality of
death and the tomnb, a theme on which he continually harped.
‘“The Veil,” he wrote, ‘“is thick and impenetrable.”’” " No
doubt, said the speaker, it was—to him. (Laughter.)
‘ The silence of the tomb is not to be broken; the secrets of
the after-life are not for our penetrating.”” “It is
crimipal to permit the. charlatan to exploit grief, to play
upon the deeper feelings, to pretend that spirits can be called
from the vasty deep. . . On this passage the speaker
remarked sarcastically that apparently it was not criminal
to ¢ call spirits from the vasty deep '’ (whatever that might
mean), but only to pretend to do so. (Laughter.)

Alluding to another passage in the effusion, which stated
that ¢ Men of science as well as writers of fiction are joining
hands in the great conspiracy,” the lecturer remarked that

__of an ordinary letter. There was a rapid and
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the author of this balderdash became apparently nervous at
this point—perhaps fearing he had gone too far, and having
the law of libel before his eyes, for immediately afterwards
he writes, ‘‘ It is not necessary to question the purity of
their motives!”” That was to say they were first charged with
a conspiracy to deceive, and then told that their motives
were pure. (Great lapgﬁter.)

The speaker, alluding to several references in the article,
remarked that the writer was indignant with those who dis-
turbed the silence of the tomb, evidently requiring the quiet
enjoyment of one for himself !

The final passage which excited ‘“ A King’s Counsel’s ”’
caustic criticism was the following: ‘“ To pretend to seek to
roll away the stone, and to reveal not only the habitations
of the dead but their lives and their thoughts is to play the
part of the ravisher of the tomb.”” 8o then the crime was to
pretend to scek and not to seek to roll away the stone.
(Laughter.) . Apparently, also, it was not wrong to reveal
what the habitations of the spirits are like, but it was wicked
to inquire into the lives they lived or the thoughts they
entertained. (Renewed laughter.)

After some further remarks on the absurdities of the

article, “ A King’s Counsel ”’ commented severely on the
ignorant and barbarous legislation represented by the
Witcheraft and Vagrancy Acts, the provisions of which he
analysed carefully. As to the first-named Act, its absurdities
made it improbable that it would ever be set in operation, but
it was still on the Statute Book, and was a blot upon
English law., As to the Vagrancy Act, in his opinion the
essence of the clause used .in the prosecution of mediums
was contained in the words * with intent to deceive and
impose.”” The intention to deceive. should clearly be
proved, but as the average magistrate knew nothing at all
about. psychic science, he apparently held that as spirit-com-
munication is impossible, the strong presumption is that any
person claiming to be a medium must be fraudulent. That
was their position in the present era of civilisation, and it
was a disgrace to the State.
. After the address, which was listened to with keen
interest, the chairman, Mr. H. Withall, expressed the thanks
of the audience to the speaker. In his opinion such articles
as that which their lecturer had scarified did them no great
harm. The intelligent readers of it saw that it was an
exaggerated statement conflicting with much that they had
heard or read on the other side, and they were consequently
induced to inquire into the matter for themselves. Alluding
to the various meetings of the Alliance, he appealed for g
larger spirit of fellowship and mutual helpfulness amongst
the members. But new-comers should not passively wait to
be spoken to by the friends present, but make themselves
known to those who could render them advice and assistance
and who would only be too pleased to have the opportunity.
(Applause.)

SIR REDVERS BULLER'S GHOST STORY.

Under this title the ‘‘ Evening Standard ”’ of the 22nd .

gives the following : —

‘“ Lady Ritchie’s ghost story remipds Lady Redvers
Buller of an incident in the life of her husband, Sir Redvers
Buller. Some time after the Franco-German War of 1870,
she writes to the ¢ Spectator,’” Sir Redvers left England to
visit the battlefields, and on arriving at the town of ——
gave directions that his letters should not be forwarded, and
started on his tour of inspection. After he had been away
some days, he awoke suddenly one night, thinking he saw
Lord Wolseley, and that he heard him say: ¢ I wonder where
that fellow Buller is. I can’t think why he has not answered
my letter.” This so impressed him that he returned at once
to the town of ——, where he found a letter awaiting him
from Lord Wolseley, saying that he must return to London
immediately, as an expedition against the Ashantees was
imminent.”’

~ “COMMON-SENSE SPIRITUALISM”: A QUESTION.

In his symgosium (p. 82) Captain De Brath makes his
Engineer speak of ‘‘ A heaven and a hell which are all the
more real for being created by states of mind, not fixed
localities.”’
gineer, I should like to ask him if he means that the ap-
parently objective features of the spirit world exist only in the
imagination of the spirit observing them, that they corres-

As Captain De Brath himself is evidently the En-

pond with that particular spirit’s state of mind and keep-

changing as his state of mind changes. Does he mean that
all those scenes which spirits describe have no locality, but
that each spirit creates his own apparition of a landscape
and carries about with him, as it were, a sort of dissolving
view perpetually changing with his states of mind? I have

often wondered what was the exact meaning of this theory.:

If Captain De Brath will develop his idea a little, I shall be
very grateful.

“ 0O statesmen, guard us, guard the eye, the soul,
Of Europe, keep our England whole.” '

N.G.8.

—TENNYSON,
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-4:1-The ¢ Daily Telegraph ’! of March 16th, in its *“ London
-Day.by .Day,”’ says, ‘‘ Precocity in_extreme youth has'been
from time to time observable in all ‘ages.””In the reign’ 6t
-€harles TI. 'there was at Minchester 'a small boy, aged
.-thiree; whose parents were exceedingly anxious that he should
-be presented: to.his Majesty on the ground that ths bantling
could speak Latin, Greek and Hebrew without ‘even’ having
“'been-instructed in thése tongues.” - QAL

--"*Spiritualism mist not be judged by the eccentricities of
“Some of its professors, any more than by the revelations of
‘the” police-court, or in .the fierce light- of the recent
,"*“‘exposure.? “These are the accidents—in its present phase
ithe instparable gccidents—of.its existence; To-regard them
--as in’any’ way of the essence of the subject. is the common
"Bluhder of the ignorant. 'Spiritualists who have' fpenel;rated
below the. repulsive exterior are not in danger of falling: into
“kach’ an ‘errot as to regard even the .phenomena -of Spirit-
fualist, a8 #ny essential part of the system. ' They are the
‘porch,’ the ante.chamber’ through which most of us pass: to
the. room in' which':.we live in that great mansion which we
1ﬁhabit.‘ “If we have beei content to remain in the porch, we
“hdve Mot penetrated the mansion: if the phenomena that
‘hdvd attracted, our attention still engage it exclusively, we
““dannot' boast much of our knowledge. .In my judgment the
“most encouraging sign of, the times, amid much: that must
-bé ‘admittéd, to 'be discouraging,. is that Spiritualists are
‘Beginning 'to recognise this; S .

=20 U from: Nates by the Way, by ‘“ MLA. (Oxon):”’

FE I U

i \.““TONGUES. OF FIRE": AN-EXPERIENCE.

- FWe  teceive thé”’»fqllo.wi,n'{;. from ¢ Sigma,’”’ a clerical
torrédpondent. (If'is a story which is not without.a parallel
“in“*the éxpérience of others.]: o . : y
... Can any .of your readers.suggest an -explanation of theé
,very strange experience which has recently been‘reported to
‘me by :a.lady. who-is-.one-of my oldest friends? I will tell
.thé story in her own words:— . - o o
.o T was late in getting to bed, so it was somewhere
‘hetween 12.15 and.12.3D vwhen I blew out my candle (which
was‘at my ‘left hand .on a table in front of a window with
.eurtains drawn tight). Before I had time to lie down, my
head:.was ‘surrounded with bright flames, flickering. and
dancing round it, 'se that I really thought I had set fire to
myself, and turned round quickly to see if the pillow was on
fire. But no! ‘the flames were lovely—-quite harmless, but
d'ancgng,,andgfwogp_wg round my head on the right hand side,
lighting dp the corner of the room with their brilliance. I
gan, pnli""compa;:guth‘ m_to some big birds, but with no form
‘éxeept'Winls thit seethed to flash round and round me.. I
sat up in bed and watched them, with no feeling of fear
gt awe;:but,just pnaying that:if I whs required to say or,do
anything, ;-1 might:- be- guided: to do’ so." Nothing 'camp
throvgh,. howewver, and:+in About three or four” mijnutes,
‘perhaps-—it ‘might.-he léss—the * wings ”’ gradually faded
away, leaving me in perfeet darknéss: The light ‘could not
hayve came from-any outside cause, for the window by my
bed .was clgsely .curtained,..and the other window, whose
<Gurfains I pull back .every might, was so dark that I could
not,see its outline.; -I.lay down and was 'some little time
getting ; to.sleeg, for:I could not help trying to think
‘whether I.should have.done ahything, but I ‘was not a bit’
nervous:ahout i, and slept quite well afterwards,”: B
2« »I-have perfect confidence in thé veracity and good-sense
ofF my. friend; ‘and I give her harrative in the hope that it
may prove less mystifying to some of your readers than it is
to myself. R - .

BT TR 20 A S ST D I S SR

«i:DREAMS AND ThE SoUL: =% Myself and Dreains,” by I{‘r:mk'
Cy;Constable; M.A. :(Kegan. Paul, 6s. 6d. net), covers much
ground. on subjects thut many readérs find of fascinating

intprest » ‘Sledp; Dreams (waking ahd sleeping‘).‘ Multiplex-

ersqnaliby,, Hallucination 'and Illusion, the '* Realm ' of
Faarle,” -Phantasy -and . Ecstasy.’
tingnished member :of ‘the*S.P.R. and the author of some
now: welldinown books, notably* ‘¢ Personality.and Telepathy
and,* Telergy.”” . -Ih thefirst part of his present book (¢ My-
gelf ). he follows .closely ‘the thinking of Kant and Spinoza,
but.-.in -tha. second. portion (‘‘ Dreams ’’), he breaks new
crqund.;.; Pressure: of space does: not- permit us- at the
moment to giveithe work all the -attention it deserves, but
we,may. at least .quote from his closing chapter, in which he

stkiates;some 'chl;:dusious,:' :£“{Transeendental Being: we must
o

leave as a fact of the incomprehensible, transcending thought,
evep ipsight. But for the transcendental subject—myself—
there can never:be.-the .acvoniplished: there is the accom-
plishing in the Eternal; an eternal process in the transcend-
ent dfothe’dcconrplished i the accomplishing.”” In short,
‘ End and Beginning are.dreams,V . = ., 7 -

FACIVAS Wk —

jor LIGHT,

“belng "discugse apters :
.natural that in such a work the consideration of the femu’?‘ﬂ:

T Srema. .

Mr. “Constable is a dis-.
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- 33T+, + SOME RECENT ROOKS. ' ‘7

4 The Ancient Road, or the Development of the Soul,”
by Frances Switey (G. Bell 4nd Sons, Ltd.: 12s. 6d. net).
This is described as ‘‘ a great dnd suggestive work of Illu-

.mination;-on: the many :problems confronting humanity at

ithe present time,”’ and, as might be expected, the authotess,
.an able writer on the Feminine aspects -of -life,: gives us a

“work. rich .in suggestion and wide in:its survey. Indeed in
‘jts. five hindred 0

odd. pages it .covers.a -Jm_‘Fe;arqa. of .study,
. mystical; psychigal, philosophical -themes

medical,- ; loga.
in its various "chapters.. .1t was perhaps

‘side of things should come to dwanf :everything

‘¢ masculine phase »’ of life .is - treated -rather.-as it. were

,'sqmet}hinﬁ‘ quite-subsidiary and . incidental * to ‘werld-evolu-

tion: . ‘‘ The male, as male,. will disappear; having. served
‘the purpose for which he was evolved,’””- we are told in one
‘place. . This_is rather shocking tq-the philosophical ebserver
who. essays a balanced view ::but, doubtless man has done a
great deal to deserve it! The book contains.seventeen illus-
trations.in colour- and black and.white. It mingles quota-
‘tions and. references- to received -authorities with much -de-
rived from purely ocenlt .sources, which. may . give the un-
initiated reader a sense of incongruity. -But however-much
‘one may disagree with some of :its conclusions -one must
admit.its stimulating properties. Even its. over-emphasis cf
certain ideas strikes us as a healthy reactionfrom the disease
and misdirection.of the time, . So we must excuse the want
of halance in the .author’s outlook; .. Logic-as & masculine
Qquality is-naturally ecast out, - .. Lo T
.+ ‘““ Elements of Success,” by Lily L. Allen: (L. N,. Fowler:
43, net), .is one of the James Allen Library series, and is much
on the lines to which previous works of. this anthoress hava
aecustomed us, . It is a book of counsel, admonition and sug-
gestion. as to right living, garnished with many -aneedotes,
which latter indeed only preserve it from being too didactic
to hold the attention of’ any- but the most serious readers.
However, it.strikes us as generally. sound and trué in its
teaching. where it touches general principles: - In details the
writer may go a little astray—as; forrexample, in the state-
ment that ‘it is indolence. that- lies at -the root of the usury
system.” No business mian would accept that statement; as
a general truth, knowing that amongst. the ‘¢ elements of
success ’’ .in commerce is the: ability of - young men
to borrow capital to start themselves in business.. The prac-
tice of borrowing in such -cases is a fundamental part . of the
commercial life, and is in.no way indicative‘of ‘‘ a craven
desire to live at ease,!”.” These sweeping. statements - are a
common fault of ‘- new. thought ¥ teachings, which should
be judged more .by .their tendencies. which. are wusually
}lea%thy, than by their, literal applications, which are -often
aulty. L ‘ S b

“Love’s, Way,” by Oriso‘g --Swett Marden (Riders:
4s. 6d. net), is a work similarly didactic and:anecdotal to the
book previously noticed. Tove. and its moral. social, ment?l
and spiritual activities are its theme, and'it is charged with
vital sincerity. It will have its message for many who will
respond - to. such .appeals far ‘more.readily than to teachinps
of -a more vretentious order.- ° - R

% The  City of Renown and Other Poems,” by Charlotte
and :Reginald Salwey (Heath.Cranton, Litd.: 2s. 6d. net):
recalls the qualities.of a poetry ‘which we previously noted
in reviewing ‘‘ Adoration and Other Poems * by the same
authors; some three years ago. There is word music, felici-
tous phrasing, and a sense of unseen presences which give the
verses charm and suggestion.. ... - . 7 D (’: )

-

_THE POSITION -OF “LIGHT.”

" We dislike extremely.to make appeals for the Sustenta-
tion'Yund, but it is to be remembered that LicaT has, in the
interésts ()fl its readers, steadily resisted the temptation ‘to
increasé its' price when most of the other journals did: so.
The- cost of producing 1t has grown tremendgusly. , The
item of printing paper alone is several times as costly as be-
fore thé war’; we had once to pay ten times the old .price.
‘We do*our best to produce a journal that shall be of use and
interest to our readers, and that is the utmost. that in. pre-
sent circumstances can be ‘done. - .

— == P S 4

Couraée and faith' in the" pepple will .carry' us further,
along .the: road’ to. national happiness and prosperity than
Funy atteinpts .to'breserve the. sepiblance of. an arder which.
s passed away - - Tug OpgErver,” . - -« -

“ Tre U~NDIscoverep COUNTRY,” a sequence:..of spirit
messiizes,” deseribing death and -the after-world, by "Mr..
Harold Bayley, with an introduction by Sir Arthur .Conan
Doyle (Cassell ‘and Co., 6s.), is-gn excellent rebuttal of- the
statement' ¢ontinually made by’ the ignorant as to the tri-
viality of all péyehic communications. "The book .cannot be-
too widély knowr, and. it is to be hoved; that all those whe
desire’ to reply to ‘the actcusation will bring it,-under the
attention of such critics. It brings into, portable compass
many passages from amongst the best communications ¢ from’
the other tide.’”’ "It can he obtained from the L.S.A. Library
or'purchased at Licur Office. post free, at 6s, 6d, = - _

DR
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TO-MORROW’S SOCIETY MEETINGS.

These confined tolannouncements of meetings on the comin
8u the addition only of other; engagements In the same
we * arged at the rate of 1s. for two lines (Including th
na ) and 8d. for every additional line.

S ower Seymour-street, W.1.—6.30, Mrs.
E. A il 6th, Rev. Susanna Harris.

T tual Mission, 13, Pembridge-place, W.2.
—11, eet; 6.30 Mr. f’er(;y Street. Monday,
Marc . A. V. f’eters, clairvoyance. Wednes-
day .30, Mr. Robert King. .

1 Wealdstone.—Gayton Rooms, Station-road,
Harr 1.—6.30, Mrs. Edith Marriott.

Mrsc" High-street.—11, Mr. P. Scholey; 6.30,

. s.

w -342, Hoe-street.—7, Mr. Sarfas, address
and c April 8rd, 7.80, Mrs. Jamrach.

L e Priory, High-street.—6.30, Mrs. A. Bcd-
dington.

Kingston-on-Thames.— Biskop’s Hall —6.30, Mrs, M. Gordon,

address and clairvoyance.
Reading.—Spiritual Mission, 16, Blagrave-street.—

11.30 and 6.45, Mr. A. Punter. Wednesday, Mr. Street,

clairvoyance. .

wroe * Plumstead.—Perseverance Hall, Villas-rd.,
Plum Mr. B. Wilkins. Wednesday, 8, Mr. E.
Hiclan

.; President, J. Lewis Wallis, pgchometry.
Cc ‘asonic Hall.—11, Mrs. C. O. Hadley; 6.30
Mrs. Sigall. ~ April 6th, 6.30, Mr. Nickels, of
Luton.

Battersea.—45, St. John’s Hill, Clapham Junction.—
11.16, circle,service; 6.30, Mrs. Mary Crowder. April 3rd,
8,15, Miss Ellen Conroy, M.A., lantern lecture, ‘‘ Symbols
of the Soul.”

Brighton.—Windsor Hall, Windsor-street.—Miss Violet
Burton, addresses; Mrs. Curry, descriptions; 11.15, Windsor
Hall; 7, Athensum Hall. 3, Lyceum. Monday, 8, healing.
Wednesday, 8, public meeting. .

Brighton .§pzr-ztualzst Brotherhood —Old Steine Hali.—
11.30 and 7, addresses and clairvoyance, Mr. A. Maskell.
Also Monday, 7.45. Tuesday, 7.45, astrology class. Thurs-
day, 7.45, questions and clairvoyance. Friday, Guild.
Next weeﬁ-end, Mrs. Neville, Forward Movement, Athen-
sum Hall, 3 p.m., April 6th, Mr. A. Vout Peters.

A SprrrruaLisT WEDDING.—A very interesting event has
taken place in connection with the Brighton Sﬁiritualist
Brotherhood, viz., the wedding of two members of the Society
—Jilian Rose, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Goodwin (Mr.
Goodwin is president of the society), and William 8. Willmer,
R.N. There were four bridesmaids, sisters of the bride, and Mr.
Fred. Silvester, R.N., acted as best man. After the cere-
mozhv befure the Registrar, the party drove to the Old Steine
Hall, where, in the presence of a large gathering of members
and friends, a very bright service followed, in which Mr.
Goodwin, Mrs. Neville, Mrs. Marriott and Mrs. Bloodworth
(of London) took part.

‘“ Subdue the angry by friendliness; overcome evil with
jood; conquer those that are greedy by liberality, and the
iar with the speech of truth.”” Daammarapa (From
¢ Lotus Blossoms.”’” Price 73d. post free.)

Sunpay, March 30th, 7 p.m. Mz. D. B. JavaTiLaga, B.A.,
“ Pilgrimage,”’ at 43, Penywern Road (near Earl’s Court
Station).

Partigu.lgis__of_“ lectures and litgratmer on application.

“I Heard a Voice,” or, The Great Exploration.
By a King’s Counsel.

Most interesting experiences which the author has had in spirit com
munication entirely by means of the psychic gifta unexpectedly diecovered
in his two young daupbters. No assistance has been had from profe~sional
medinms, From being sceptical of the existence of any genuine power
of spirit-intercouree, he has been converted to a confident belief both in
the existence and in tbe benefit (if properly nsed) of such power, by the
t')ver'vivhelming evidence with which he has been confronted in his own

amily.

SiR A. CONAN DOYLE writes : “ I have been deeply interested in this
book. The whole scheme of life beyond czactly confirms many previous
statements. and surely the agreement of indcpendent witnesses must make
a strong—to my mind an overwhelming~ case. I would do anything to
help this cause, which seems to me the greatest thing in the world.”

Cloth, 2nd Edition, 278 pages, 7/11 net, post tree.
OrricE oF “‘LiceT,’”’ 6, QUEEN S8QUaRR, LoNpoN, W.C. 1.

THE HEALING POWER.
By HELEN M. BOULNOIS.
The writer knows the power of mind over body, and in simple,
practical sentences puts the reader in possession of
controlling thoughts.

Ill or well, no one can read the book without renewing strongth in
themselves. A stimulating message of health and happiness,

2/3 net, post free.
From * LIGHT” Office, 6, Queen Square, London, W.C. 1.

SPIRITUALISM:

Its"_History, Phenomena and Doctrine.
By J. ARTHUR HILL.

This volume gives, in condensed but readable and popular
form, a survey of the whole subject of “Spiritualism and
Psychical Research.” It will be invaluable to those readers
who have no time to study the extensive literature of the
subject, and those who do wish to read further will find here
a safe guide to all that is best. And the book will be inte-
resting not least to those already acquainted with psychical
things, for the author deals with the matter in the light of
his own first-hand experiences, which have extended over
many years; and on the literary and controversial side his
treatment of materialistic and Roman Catholic criticisms is a
piece of brilliant sword-play which he obviously enjoys. Yet
he is not a Spiritualist or a violent partisan. He treats the
subject in a truly scientific spirit, and is anxious only to get
at the truth—to follow the facts without prejudice.

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle contributes a six-page Introduc-
tion, describing his own attitude, and giving interesting
personal details of a visit to the author.

CONTENTS.
Introduction by Sir A. Conan | Confirmatory Phenomena in

Doyle.

Antecedents of Modern Spirit-
ualism.

Swedenborg.

Confluence of Swedenbor-
gianism and Mesmerism in
America.

The Hydesville Knockings.

Early Days in England.

William Stainton Moses.

The Society for Psychical
Research.

Physical Phenomena.

India.
Ghosts.
On Evidence,
Belief.
Spiritualism as a Religion.
Materialistic Objections.
Roman Catholic and Mystical
Objections.
Some Protestant Objections.
Fechner’s Theory of Life after
Death.
Spiritualistic Conceptions of
After-Death Conditions.

Proof, and

Cloth, 260 pages, 8s. nett post free.

OFFICE oF ‘‘Lignt,’’ 6, QUEEN S8QuarE, LonpoN, W.C. 1.

STEAD THE MAN:
PERSONAL REMINISCENCES.
y EDITH K. HARPER.

With Introduction by Major-General Sir Alfred
E. Turner, K.C.B.

This volume deals especially with the last few years of his
life. In particular, his investigations in the field of Psychical
Research are fully and exhaustively dealt with, The portrait
presented is that of a man of forceful originality and chivalrous
self-devotion, whose two ruling passions were an ardent love
for his fellow-men and an intense realisation of the constant
presence of a spiritual world as real and as warmly pulsing
with life as the world of flesh and blood around us.

CoNTENTs :—A House of Many Rooms—The Beginnings of
Seership—My First Meeting with W. T. Stead—Who is Julia ?
—His Confession of Faith—The Story of Borderland—The
Signpost—The M.P. for Russia—Automatic Writing—Memo-
ries—Catherine the Great—How I Know the Dead Return—
Mecca and Medina—Julia’s Day—The Aeroplane—The True
Spiritualism—A Prophetic Message—A Golden Year—The
Voice of Gladstone—Can Telepathy Explain All ?—The World-
Man—The Talisman from Poland—Notes by the Way—
Traveller, Must you Go P—The Promised Land—Some Dates
in the Life of W. T. Stead—Appendix.

Cloth, 262 pages; eight full-page Illustrations j
5s. 6d. net post free,

OFrICE oF ‘‘Liant,’”’ 6, QuEEN S8Quarg, Lonpon, W.C. 1.

A LITTLE PILGRIM IN THE UNSEEN.
By MRS. OLIPHANT. '

(Including ¢‘ The Little Pilgrim Goes Up Higher.”)
An attempt to follow a gentle soul, which never knew doubt, into the
New World and to catch a glimpse of something of its glory.

Cloth, 147 pages, 2/3 net, post free.
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 6, QUEEN ¥QUARE, LONDON W.C.1.

Two or three ladies and gentlemen wanted to

join private circle- for investigation. Will anyone interested

' communicate with J. H. D., 5, Garwag-road, W. 2.
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Post free from the Office of “Liear,” 6, QUEEN Square, SouraamproN Row. Lonpox, W.C. 1, at
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Spirit Teachings. Through the Mediumship of

. Wm. Stainton Moses (M.A. Oxon.). By Automatic or Passive
Writing. With a B_iograplg b{ Charlton T. Speer and two full-page
portraits ; eighth edition. Cioth, 324 pages, 6s. 6d.

n the Threshold of the Unseen. An Ex-

amination of the Phenomena of Spiritualism and of the Evi-
dence for Survival after Death. By Sir William Barrett, F.R.S.
Cloth, 336 pages, 8s.

an is a Spirit. A Collection of spontaneous

cases of Dream, Vision and Ecstasy, By J. Arthur Hill. Cloth,
199 pages, 5s. 5d.

piritualism : Its History, Phenomena and

Doctrine. By J. Arthur Hill. Introduction by Sir A. Conan
Doyle. Cloth, 270 pages, 8s.

The Harmonial Philosophy. A Compendium and

Digest of the Works of Andrew Juckson Davis, the American
Seer. Cloth 424 pages, 11s.

The Religion of To-Morrow. By W. J. Colville.
Cloth, 320 pages, 4s 11d.

Human Magnetism ; or, How to Hypnotise. A
Practical Handbook for Students of Mesmerism. By Professor
James Coates. With Ten Plates, showing induction of phenomena,

Experimental and Curative. Third Edition. Cloth, 6s. 6d.

Seeing the Invisible. Practical Studies in Psy-

chometry, Thouéht Transference, Telepathy, and Allied Phe-
nomena. By James Coates, Ph.D., F.A.S. Cloth, 6s. 6d.

Photographing the Invisible. Practical Studies

in Spirit Photogra:}.vhy, Spirit Portraiture and other Rare, but
Allied Phenomena. By James Coates, Ph.D., F.A.S. With 90 photo-
graphs. Cloth, 6s, 6d.

The Gift of the Spirit. Essays by Prentice

Mulford. Edited by A. E. Waite. 4s. 11d.

Reminiscences. By Alfred Smedley. Includ-

ing an account of Marvellous Spirit Manifestations, 1s.3d.

e Little Pilgrim in the ‘Unseen. By Mrs.
Oliphant, Cloth, 2s, 3d.

After Death. New Enlarged Edition of Letters
from Julia. Given through W. T, Stead. Cloth, 3s. 11d.

Practical Psychometry : Its Value and How it
is Mastered. By O Hashou Hara. 1ls, 5d.

Practica.l Yoga. A Series of Thoroughly

Practical Lessons upon the Philosophy and Practice of Yoga with
a chapter devoted to Persian Magic. By O Hashnu Hara. 1s. 5d.

here Two Worlds Meet. Bridging the Gulf

between Matter and Spirit., By Sir William Earnshaw Cooper.
Cloth, 4s. 6d.

The Voices. A Sequel to Glimpses of the Next

State, Accounts of Sittings for the Direct Voice in 1912-13, By

Vice-Admiral W, Usborne Moore, Cloth, 461 pages, 4s.

Speaking Across the Border Line. Letters from

a Husband in 8pirit Life to His Wife on Earth, - Paper covers,
2s,3d. Art Linen Binding, 3s. 4d.

Not. Silent, if Dead. By H. (Haweis). Through

the Mediumship of Parma. Cloth, 2s. 11d.

The Human Aura and the Significance of
Colour. By W. J. Colville. 1s. 43d.

A Course of Practical Psychic Instruction.
Cloth, 7s.

- through Mr, David D

Spiritualism. A Philosophy of Life. By W.

H. Evans. Cloth, 76 pages; 1s. 24d.

The Life Elysian. ‘Being More Leaves from the

Autobiography of a Soul in Paradise. “Recorded for the author
by R. J. Lees. &oth, 335 pages, 4s. 5d. :

Life and Spiritual Experiences of E.” Dawson
Rogers. Cloth, 64d. : ..

ur Life After Death.

Chambers. Cloth, 4s, 11d.

ur Self after Death.
Chambers. 170 pages, 2s. 3d.

By the Rev. Arthur

By the Rev. Arthur

Visions, Previsions and Miracles in Modern
Times. By E. Howard Grey,D.D.S. Cloth, 532pages, 5s. 6d.

afed, Prince of Persia; His Experience in
Earth-Life and Spirit-Life, being Spirit Communications received
) uguid, the Glasgow Trance-Painting Medium.
With an Appendix contsining communications .from the Spirit Artists,
Ruisdal and Steen. 592 pp., 6s. 6d. post free. -~ . .

'Objections to Spiritualism Answered. By H. A.

Dallas. Boards, 128 pages, 1s. 84d. *

Telepathy, Genuine and Fraudulent.
Wortley Baggally. With preface by Sir-O. Lodge.
pages, 3s. 9d.

By W:
Czth, -

Heard a Voice ; or, The Great Exploration. By
a King’s Counsel. _Spirit Communications by automatic writing,
through his two young daughters.. Cloth, 272 pages, Ts. 11d. .

ur Living Dead. Talks with Unknown Friends.
By E. Katharine Bates. Preface by General Sir Alfred Turner.
Cloth, 160 pages, 2s. 8d. . .

y Father. Personal and Spiritual Reminis-
cences. By Estelle W. Stead. The life of W. T. Stead. Cloth,
3178 pages, 2s. 94d. :

one West. Three Narratives of After-Death
Experiences. Communicated to J. 8. M. Ward, B.A. Cloth,
359 pages, 5s 6d.

Teachings of Love. Transmitted by writing
through M. E. Introduction by Ellis T. Powell, LL.B., D.Sc. 98
pages, 1s. 'ﬂd. .

e New Revelation. By Sir A. Conan Doyle.

Cloth, 170 pages, 5s. 4d.

rivate Dowding. A Plain Record of the After-
Death Experiences of a Soldier. Cloth, 109 pages, 2s. 10d.

There isnoDeath. By Florence Marryat. Cloth,
265 pages, 2s. 10d.

The Ministry of Angels Here and Beyond. By

a Hospital Nurse (Joy). 174 pages, 2s. 24d.

hantasms of the Living, By Edmund Gurney,

F. W. H. Myers, and F. Podmore. Abridged edition, prepared by
Mrs. Henry Sidgwick. Desaling with Telepathy and Appearitions;
16 Spirit Drawings. Cloth, 520 pages, 16s. 6d.

he Undiscovered Country. A Sequence of
Spirit Messages describing Death and. the After World. Edited
by Harold Bayley. Cloth, 270 pages, 6s. 6d.

hristianity and Spiritualism. History ohi;i th:
Vs Secret Doctrine of Christianity, Intercourse with Spiri
of theGDozg;,sThe rIgew Revelation. By Leon Denis. Cloth, 286 pages,
4s, 6d. .

Here and Hereafter. A Treatise on Spiritual

i ffering a Scientific and Rational Solution of the
Philosophy, oo ® "By Leon Denis. Cloth, 4s. 5d. '

Problem of Lite and Death.

Printed by the FriArs PRINTING ASSOOIATION, LIMITED,

96a, Tudor-street, Fleet-street, and Published for the

Proprietors at 6, Queen Square, Southampton Row, W.C. 1 —Saturday, March 29th, 1919.



