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Programme of Meetings for the Commg Week.

TUESDAY, February 18th, at 3 p.m.—
For Members ONLY.
Séance for Clairvoyant Descriptions.
No admission after 3 o'cloek.

BHURSDAY, February 20th—
For Members and 3Associates only.
... Meeting for Devotional Contemplation.

At 4 /ﬁ.m.—

Members and Associates Free; Visitors, 1s.
..  MRr. W. J. VANSTONE.
on “ Spmtual Symbology in Architecture

Lecture
. (Gothic).”

FRIDAY, February 21st, at 3.50 p.m.—

Members and Associates Free ; Visttors, 1s.
Talks with a Spirit Control Mges. M. H. WaLLis.
“The Care and Education of Children in the Spirit World.”

- Subscriptions to December 31st, 1919,
v MEMBERS, One Guinea.
SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1919 ARE NOW OVERDUE,

| And should be forwarded AT ONCE.

For Syllabu: and further particulars regardinyg the work of the
Alliance apply to the Secretary.

The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd.,

STEINWAY HALL, LOWER 8EYMOUR 8T., PORTMAN GQUARE. W. 1,

SUNDAY EVENING NEXT. aT 630 P M., Mr. Ernest Hunt.
February 23rd, Mrs E. A. Canncek.

Welcome to all. Admission Free. Collection.

' Sweinway Hall is within two minutes’ walk of Selfridge’s. Oxford Sb.,

- 8 28, Yorl

wd five minutes from Bond Street and Marble Arch Tube Stations.
8piritualists and inquirers are invited to join the Association.

THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION.
13, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16Ta.
Atit a.m. - e e ... MR. H. G. BEARD,
At 6,30 p.m. ... we. o= MISS VIOLET BURTON-
WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 19rH, AT 7.30 P.M.
MR. HORACE LEAF.
Lecture on ** Materialisation,” with limelight illustrations.

THE CHURCH OF HIGHER MYSTICISM,
22, PRINCES STREET, CAVENDISH S8QUARE, W.1.

SUNDAY. FEBRUARY 16ra.

Mrs. Fairclough Smith ... Inspirational Address.
Mrs Fairclough Smith .. Insplmtlonal Address.

Every Thursday at3.30 o’clock, Hea.lmg Service. followed by . a talk
m The Spiritual F Mrs. Fairclough Smith

1L15 a.m. ...
pm

'orces of Man. &c. b
Place, Baker Street, W.1 Silver collection.

WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSIOT\I—,
Through Passage between 4 and 5, Broadway, Wimbledon.

SBUNDAY, Feb. 16th, 6.30... MADAME DE BEAUREPAIRE.
WEDNESDAY ,, 19th, 7.30, Open Circle... MRS. 0. S, BUSH.
Wlbnnsnus.—l’sychle Healing, 3 to 6. From 5 to 6. Mr, Richard
A, Bush attends to give information about the subject of Spirit-
Enquirers welcomed.

PSYCHO - THERAPY (Drugless Mental Healing).

‘MR.C.G.SANDER'S COURSE OF LECTURES

AT

THE PSYOHO-THERAPEUTIC SOCIETY’S ROOMS,
. 26, RED LION SQUARE, W.C.1.
(Close to Holborn and Museum Stations )

Ar 630 oN FRIDAY EVENINGS. Admission Is

Subjects : —February 21st . “Senses Smell, Taste, and Touch.”
February 28th . ... **Colour and Henlth.”

THE “W. T. STEAD” LIBRARY AND BUREAU,
22a, Regent Street, Piccadilly Circus, S.W. 1.

Turspay, Feb. 18, 7 p.M. .. MRS. MARY GORDON.
THURSDAY, Feb, 20, 3.30 p.M. ... MRS. BUSH.

“At Home” every Monday afternoon, 4—6.
Members and their friends are welcome.

BATTERSEA SPIRITUALIST CHURCH.
SPIRITUALISM AND PARLIAMENT.

First of a Series of Veetings,
Battersea Town Hall, Lavender Hill, S.W.
FEBRUARY 21s1.

Mr. Horare Leaf, Mias Estelle Stead.
Soloist— Miss Maskell.

Commence 8 p.m.

Speakers ...

Silver Collection.

BRIGHTON SPIRITUALIST BROTHERHOOD.
FORWARD MOVEMENT.

ATHENEUM HALL, 148, NORTH STREET,
BRIGHT -

SUNDAY AFTERNOON, Februa.ry 23ed, ab 3 p.m.,
MR. A, VOUI PETERS
Will lecture on ‘‘HEAVEN—WHERE I3 IT*"
Chairman : Rev, Stanley Cowen, Principal, Mount College.

Doors opea 2.40, Admission Free. Collection for expenses.
Reserved Seats (pumbered), 2s. Unnumbered 1s.
Tickets and full particulars at any meetings at Oid Steine Hall, or
from Mr. J. J. Goodwin, * Lynwood ” 3, Chesham R )ad. Brighton.

SPECIAL NOTICE,

“LIGHT ” AND THE LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE.

we beg to remind the Subscribers to * Light,” and the
Members and Associates ot the LONAON S$piritualist
Allilance, Ltd., who. have not already renewed
their Subscriptions for 1919, which are payable in
advance, that they should forward remittances at
once to Mr. F. W. South, 6, Queen Square, South-
ampton Row. London. W.C.1. Thelr kind attention
to this matter will cave much trouble and expense
In_sending out accounts. booking, postage, &c.

The Legend and Mystery of Symbolism.
S Y M B O LI S M,”
By PAMELA GLENCONNER.,

In this little work Lady Glenconner gives us a deeply interesting
study of S8ymbols and their meaning, as illustrated not only in the
ideas and ideals of religion and poetry. but also in some of the
common thiags of life.

1s, net. 1s. 2d. net post free.
OFFICE oF “LicaT,” 6, QUEEN SqQuaak, Loxbon, W.C. 1.
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Life and Eg{periences
0 C

EpmMuNnD DAwsoN
SPIRITUALIST & JOURNALIST.

Late Editor of ‘Light’ and President of the
London Spiritualist Alliance.

SoMg or THE CONTENTS.—Preface, by John Page Hopps; Birth
and Eduocation; A.Yonng Chemist’s-Pursuits ; Newspaper rting
Sixty Years Ago; Mesmerism and Sé)iritualism; A.’s Premo.
nitions ; Clairvoyance ; Visions of the Spiritual Plane ; Crystal Vision ;
The Aura ; Obsessions ; Séances with D. D. Home and Mrs. Marshall ;
Mzrs. Everitt’s Mediumship ; The Spiritualist Movement in London ;
¢ LieaT’ and the London Spiritualist Alliance ; Origin of the Psychical

Society ; Direct .Writing; Two Striking Cases of Spirit
Identity ; Phenomens thron%Mr. Eglinton ; Funeral Addresses by
Rev. J. Page Hopps and E. W. Wallis; Death, a Natural -Incident ;
The Old Chief (an Appreciation by D. Gow); Personal Testimonies.

Clothy 73 Pages. Two Portraits.
61d. post free, or 3s. 9d. per dozen, post free,

OFFICE OF LIGHT, 6, QUEEN SQUARE, LONDON, W.C.1.

‘SPIRITUALISM’

A Puivosopuy or Lire.
By W. H. EVANS. |

Chapters on : The Ever-Present God, Good and Evil, - The
‘Me’ and the ‘Not Me,’ Medinmship, The Spirit World,
What is Man, Soul Measuring, The Gateway to Life Eternal,
The Spiritual A;rects of Determinism, Some Objections
Answered, The Religion of Spiritualism. -
CLOTH, 76 PAGES, is. 2id. NET POST FREE.

It should prove invaluable to all Lyceums for use of officers and
é’;iberty; Groups’ study particularly.—R. A. OweN (of Liverpool
ociety). :
Mr. Evars gives as of his beat in this brightly wnitten volume. He
covers s wide field and deals with many topica. An able chapter deals
with ‘The Spirit World." 'The final chapter will certainly find great
favour among thoughtful Spiritualists.—*Two Worlds,’

OrFrFICE oF ‘“‘LicuT,”’ 6, QUEEN SQUaRE, LonpoN, W.C. 1.

sycho-Therapeutic Society, Ltd., 26, Red Lion-
square, London, W.C. 1 (nearest Tube Station, Holborn). Free
Healing, Mondays aud Fridays, 3 to 6 p.m.; Wednesdays,5to 7.30 p.m.
Special Diagnosis, Fridays, by appointment (small fee according to
means). In 1916 nearly 2,000 treatments were given with excellent
results. Donations earnestly solicited, and membership (£1 1s. per
annum) invited, entitlin% frec admission to lectures and use of large
dibrary. Soldiers specially invited. Apply Hon, Sec.

gpmtuahsts when in London. should stay at
Huns'anton House, 18, Endsleigh-gardens, London, N.W, (2
minutes Eiston Station, 5 minutes St. Pancras and King’s Cross);
central for all parts; perfect sanitation. Terms: 5s. Bed and Break-
fast; no charge for attendance. Full tariff apply to Mrs. Stanley
Watts, Proprietress.

¥Murative Suggestion,” by Robert McAllan,

Proves the value of hypnotic suggestion in treating moral, mental
and nervous disordcrs, as Insomnia, Neurasthenia, Obsessions, De-
pression, Self-consciousness, Strain, &ec. ; free by post from the author,
‘26, New Cavendish-street, London, W, 1. Mayfair 6821.

The Badge of Spiritualism should be worn by

every declared Spiritualist as a mark of recognition and fellowship.
It represents the Cross and Star within a Circle, and distinguishes the
wearer as one belonging to our great movement. Obtainable as a brooch
.or pendant in blue enamel set in copper, price 5:. 6d., on ;LJJplication to
Mrs. Montgomery Irvine, 115, Ladbroke Grove, London, 11.

Some Reminiscences. An Account of Startling

Spirit Manifestations. ‘By Alfred Smedley. With plans and
portraits of a number of well-known persons who were eye-witnesses of
the manifestations. 1s.3d. post free. LicaT Office, 6, Queen-square,

London. W.C. 1.

Lectures at 153, Brompton Road, S.W,,
on ‘‘The Pilgrim’s Progress” every Tuesday evening at 8 p.m.,

and on *‘Astrology and Mysticism” every Friday at 3.30 p.m.

Admission free  For syllabus apply to secretary as above. )

I_lom'e of Rest, Brighton. Medical, Maternity

and Elderly Patients. XKind home, with loving care; Doctors’
references = Mrs. Evereot, 27, Montpelier Crescent, Brighton.

\/ orking Housekeeper wanted, Spiritualist pre-
ferred ; references required.—Murs. A. Brittain, 50, Westbourne
Park-road, Bayswater, Londou, W. .

“ M agie.”—Will the Spiritualist who called
upon me some years ago at Hadlow when cycling with his

wife kindly send his addrass to Mrs.-Dupere, 36, 8t. Mary’s-road,
‘Tonbridge. .

RoOGERs.

SPIRITUALISM :

Its History, Phenomena and Doctrine.
By J. ARTHUR HILL.

This volume gives, in condensed but readable and popular
form, a survey of the whole subject of “Spiritualism and
Psychical Research,” It will be invaluable to those readers
who have no time to study the extensive literature of the
subject, and those who do wish to read furtlier will find here
a safe guide to all that is best. And the book will be inte-
resting not least to those already acquainted with psychical

_ things, for the author deals with the matter in the light .of .

his own first-hand experiences, which have extended over
many years; and on the literary and controversial side his
treatment of materialistic and Roman Catholic criticisms is a
piece of brilliant sword-play which he obviously enjoys. Yet
he is not a Spiritualist or a violent partisan. He treats the
subject in a truly scientific spirit, and is anxious only to get '
at the truth—to follow the facts without prejudice.

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle contributes a six-page Introduc-
tion, describing his own attitude, and giving interesting
personal details of a visit to the author.

. CoNTENTS!
Introduction by Sir A. Conan | Confirmatory Phenomena in
Doyle. India. o
Antecedents of Modern Spirit- | Ghosts. .
ualism. On Evidence, Proof, and
Swedenborg. Belief. '

Spiritualism as a Religion.

Materialistic Objections.

Roman Catholic and Mystical
Objections.

Some Protestant Objections.

Fechner’s Theory of Life after
Death.

Confluence of Swedenbor-
gianism and Mesmerism in
America.

The Hydesville Knockings.

Early Days in England.

William Stainton Moses.

The Society for Psychical .
Research. Spiritualistic Conceptions of

Physical Phenomena. After-Death Conditions.

Cloth, 260 pages, 8s. nettpost free.

OrricE oF ‘‘Lierrt,” 6, QUEEN SQUarE, LonDoN, W.C. 1.

Rupert Lives!

By tHe REV. WALTER WYNN.
(Editor *“ The Young Man and Woman.”)

This remarkable book is a striking verification of Sir Oliver
Lodge’s “RAYMOND.” It contains even more convincing
evidence. Rupert Wynn was the Author’s only son, who gave
his life for Britain. His father—the Author of this book—was
stricken with poignant grief, but was assured by Miss Estelle
Stead that his son was living, and would speak to him if only
he allowed him to do so. Entering upon his investigations in
an utterly sceptical state of mind as to the posuibility of spirit
communication, this book records the Author’s arrival at the
certain belief that his son lives and is happy. At the end of
the book will be found a letter from Mr. J. A. Hill (Author of
“ Man is a Spirit ”). )

Paper Covers, 176 pages; 2s. 9d. net, post free,

OrrFICE oF “‘L16HT,”’ 6, QUEEN SQUARE, LonDpoN, W.C. 1.

tional Paintings by Mrs, Claud Scott, of the following

subjects :—
The Birth of Divine Love
The Communion of Saints.
The Outcas:. Price bs.
The Sea Gives up her Dead. Price 1s.
Can be purchased at the Office of LicHT, or be sent by post at an
extra charge ot 6d.

BEAUTIFUL reproductions by the three-colour prccess of Inspira-

Price ba.
Price 5s.

CONAN DOYLE'S BOOK ON “LIFE ON THE OTHER SIDE.,”

THE NEW REVELATION.

By ArTHUR CoNAN DOYLE. .

¢ This book is his confession of faith, very frank, very courageous
and very resolute. The courage and large-mindedness deserve cordial
recognition.”—Daily Chronicle.

) L Fifth Edition, 5/3}d. nct, post free.
Licer Office, 6, Queen Square, Southampton Rowv, W.C. 1.
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NOTES BY THE WAY.

In the recently published book, ‘“ A Short Life of
Abraham Lincoln,’’ by the Hon. Ralph Shirley, editor
of the ‘‘ Occult Review ’’ /Rider’s, 3s. 6d. net) an
admirably concise account of Lincoln’s career, some
allusion is made to his interest in psychic matters.
Thus we read :—

Lincoln even went so far as to dabble in Spiritua'ism.
His mind was an open one and he brought all experiences
of this nature to the test of his own shrewd common sense.
On one occasion he invited a celebrated medium to display
his powers at the White House when several members of the
Cabinet were present, and on other occasions it is recorded
of him that he consulted a clairvoyante in times of political
stress and difficulty.

We recall a ‘long account of President Lincoln's
dealings with a clairvoyante which appears in a book by
Mrs. Colburn Maynard, the clairvoyante in question.
The book is in the L.S.A. Library.  Other ' bo: ler-
land *’ experiences of Lincoln recounted by Mr. Shirley
include his vision of two images of himself in a !ocking
glass. This, while, as the author observes, serving ** to
illustrate the strong vein of superstition in his
character,”” was taken by Mrs. Lincoln *‘ as a psychic
intimation of her husband’s second election to the
Presidency, for it occurred at the time of his first
nomination at the Chicago Convention of 1860. As
most peopie know, he was twice President, being re-
elected in November, 1865. However, this psychic
episode (if such it was) is very slight. His dreamns,
which appear to have had some symbolic and pruphetic
significance, according to his own account, are of more

interest.
* * *

We are sometimes tempted to think that the cult
of the ** practical man ’’ is in danger of being over-done.
Time and again we are told of such-and-such a psychical
marvel as coming within the experience of So-and-so,
who is ‘‘ a hard-headed, practical man '"—the descrip-
tion is given in impressive tones, obviously intended to
convey that he is not one of your imaginative, dreamy
kind of people. Sometimes the hard-headed practical
cne comes in to investigate psychic science, and gives
his invaluable testimony to the reality of the matter.
But too often at that point his usefulness ends. He
cannot ‘‘ get on with it.”” He cannot see that th's or
that can be true; he is continually being brought up
short by stone walls. ‘‘ How this can be so,”’ he
writes, after analysing a staternent concerning other-
world conditions, ‘‘ T am unable to imagine.’”” That is
precisely his difficulty. He is unable to imagine. He
could not imagine steam engines, or the electric light,
or the telephone, or ‘‘'wireless,”’” or aviation, although
he was tremendously useful when they became facts,
because he is equipped only to deal with facts. He

has so long been the pride and glory of our race that
it is-a little sad to think that he is no longer the power
he used to be. Tor it becomes plainer every day that
to handle the latest developments of life, which is now
moving on to higher levels, our special need is for men
ot vision, insight and the creative imagination.

* * *

We were led into this train of thought by observing
some of the queer doctrines in connection with Spirit-
nalism that seem to come of a strict application of the
principles which govern the *‘ practical ** mind. Thefe
is the materialistic conception of the life beyond, for
instance, obviously emanating from minds which are
" unable to imagine '’ any kind of life but that in which
they live or lived.  Another doctrine requires that
spitits shall continually be sent back to earth to acquire
their necessary experience, the followers of that doctrine
being *‘ unable to imagine '’ something of the infinite
resources of other states of being. "Disraeli had his own
opinion of the " practical man,”” whom he described in
his cynical way as ** the man who practices the errours of
his forefathers.”” The fact is that the only man who
can truly be described as practical is the man who tries
to do the work for which he has been qualified by
Nature, and does it. The engineer who exposes his
incompetence by attempting the réle of prophet ix no
more a ‘‘ practical ’* man than the poet who is found
blundering amongst the mechanism in the machine
shop, under the mistaken impression that he s an
engineer.

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS.

Tur Rean Coxprtroxs or Sririt LiFk.

On Friday evening, the 3lst ult., at the usual weekly
meeting for ‘“ Talks with a Spirit Control ’ at the hall of
the London Spiritualist Alliance, 6, Queen Square, the guide
of Mrs. M. H. Wallis answered written questions from the
audience, the proceedings commencing with a pianoforte
solo by Mr. Field.

Mr. H. Withall, the President, referring to one or the
questions, said that he did not think the real condiions
of spirit life were properly understood. That was because
we were all in a spiritual world here and now, everything
around was essentially spiritual, only we did not see the
inner side of it; we only saw the phenomenal aspects. As
to the conditions of independent spirit life, it seemed to
him that some of the misunderstanding arose from the fact
that some clairvoyants only penetrated to the inner con-
ditions of this world and described them as representing the
spiritual world proper.  This would apply also to spirits
themselves who had not outgrown earthly conditions and
who would reporf the merely phenomenal aspects as being
those which actually obtained. This in his opinion was the
reason why conflicting accounts were given—some spirits
maintaining that the next world was simply a replica ot
this one, and that the processes of life were much the same,
i.e., spirit houses were built brick by brick and spirit clothing
manufactured much in the way in which it is produced here.
‘We knew, however, that quite different accounts of. the
matter were teceived from spirits of more advanced -in-
telligence. He then put the question offered, which ran:-~

“Can you explain hriefly why some spirity tell us that
in their world houses are built and clothes woven just. as
they are in this world, while others assert that these things
are the results of thought or life processes of an automatic
character? *’ . .

This question: it- may be mentioned, was put to settle
a frequently debated point, arising out of conflicting accounts
clearly emanating from independent spirit sources.  The
replv of -Mrs. Wallis's. control, ‘“ Morambo,”’ which seems
to-clear up the matter satistactorily, is dealt with on the
leader page this week,
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SOME SPIRIT TEACHINGS.

[In LieuT of March 26th, 1210, we published an extract
from some automatic writings received by a clergymau of
the Church of England. -In the course of a deeply interest-
ing letter recently received from this clergyman he referred
to the fact, and on turning hack to the contribution we
found it so full of instructive teaching that it is reproduced
below. Two of those who dictated the script are represented
as having been themselves clergymen when on earth.]

. The mind of man readily absorbs whatever is presented
to it as an idea, providing 1t is in sympathy with the train
of thought to which the idea belongs. When ideas arise
in the mind spontaneously, or are suggested by the seemﬁ
or hearing of anything that may attract attention, we ca
them personal ideas, but when the idea has its origiu in
another mind and was imparted to you, we should call it
a suggested jdea—the spontaneous idea is a personal thought,
the imparted idea is a received impression.

Tae NATURE OF INSPIRATION.

The word ‘‘ inspiration ’’ has been used to convey the
idea of God forcing into man the breath of life. ¢ God
breathed into man the breath of life ”’ it may be argued,
and so He breathes into man the power of the Spirit. We
must dismiss the idea of force entirely, both in the case of
the first creation and of the re-creation of man. . y
inspiration we should understand a subjective rather than
an objective breathing in. The soul of man inhales the
spiritual atinosphere, with which he is surrounded, just as
man inhales the natural atmosphere and is vitalised by the
spiritual power it inspires. . . The inspired prophet or
writer is one who has breathed into himself of God’s power,
and has thus come to have knowledge. No servant of God
is an automaton—all are free agents. - .

. Those who look with dread or suspicion upon ipirit
communications are in the wrong. Careful everyone should
.be, but, for all that, they lose much who say that God never
communicates with the world now. God never did personall
_communicate with man, of this we are positive, but did an
still does communicate with the world througil the agency
of His ministering spirits. .

To teach morality and to reason respecting the immor-
tality of the soul is not to bring life and immortality to
light; a single definite fact is better than any amount of
speculative theory.

_© The higher we rise in the spirit state the more assured
we -become of the existence of the All-Wise God of infinite
lPower, Wisdom and Goodness—infinite in truth, purity and
ove.

The ‘‘ Guide ” never forces or compels; he shows the
way, and those whom he guides should follow of their own
free. wills and without any compulsion.

. Great watchfulness is needed or you may acquire the
habit of forming rash judgments, which are the results of
prejudice rather than of the experience of the psychic power
of feeling.

How 10 DEAL- wiTH *‘ EviL Sririrs.”’

It is possible for most people to open up some form of
communication with the spiritual world, but all do not come
into contact with the purest uspects of the spirit life. Like
attracts like, and therefore if you are not careful to keep
your mird free from impure or unworthy thoughts, you will
naturally atiract evil influences; while, on the other hand,
if you keep your mind attentively fixed on what is pure
and ennobling, such evil influences will not approach you.
The life lived under the influences of purity, truth and
love attracts only the best intluences. e have never seen
any evil spirits other than those who were once men and
_women on the earth, but some of these are bad enough for
. anything. Still, they need not be feared, as their powers
“are only human powers, and decreasing powers. They
might have injured you much more when they were in the
 flesh than they can out of jt. Keep your mind closed
_against them that they may not communicate with you.
" and the; are practically helpless so far as personally injnring

you is concerned.
: The power of evil is not so much to be dreaded as people
sometimes think, providing, of course, they do not give
actual encouragement to it.- You may take it for granted
that there are as bad people in the world as out of it ,and
that none of the evil spirits who hover around are morally
worse than many people to be found in the haunts of wicked-
ness on the earth; while, for the most part, when they leave
the world they are less capahle of doing mischief than whnile
they are in the flesh. Ervilly disposed spirits, of some ability
and power, are only influentially powerful, they cannot
influence you against your will, but, like many public
‘speakers, they have acquired the power of influencing the
mind contrary to the conviction previously held, at least
for a time, but on maturer consideration. if you watch and
pray—that is, keep yourself in harmony with what is divinely
spiritual, you need not fear such wandering spirits. how-
ever powerful. They can influence you not one iota in the
way of evil unless you allow yourself to be persuaded by them.
8till they are a power to be reckoned with, for many readily
turn a willing ear to them and follow their evil suggestions,
- and were it not for the watchfulness of guardian spirits of
God, much evil would resuly which is now prevented,
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Spirits of less ability for mischief are often attracted
towards their old earthly associations, and by the geceral
atmosphere of lﬁ)sychic influence which their presence tends

to create, mischief ensues.

SPIRIT INFLUENCES AND SPIRIT COMMUNICATION,

The amount of influence which is directed upon your
world from the realm of pure spirit is far greater than you
realise; the effect is to draw all who are open to .influence
to the consideration of eternal truths. . Man has a
faculty whereby he personally apprehends and absorbs the
spiritual power and influence. Kvery human soul has this
receptivity by nature; it is not acquired, it is inherent. but
like many other powers it may lie dormant and .unheeded;
it may even approach extinction, but none can truthfully
say he absolutely lacks the power of spiritual apﬁtrehension.
This receptive power of the human soul naturally awakens
from a dormant state as soon as the interest in things
spiritual is aroused.

The minds of men are so differently affected that what is
proof positive to one will in no way convince another; the
groofs, therefore, of the reality of the spiritual state must

o as varied as the moods and phases of the human mind;
for this reason nothing should be despised that will set
people thinking in the right direction, but at the same time
we must, if we would act wisely. never make use of u lower
means when the high ones would better serve the purposs.

When two spirits in our world communicate we give
attention to, or think of one another, and thus a bond of
sympathy is established between us; we are mentally 1a
harmony for the time being, and any thought directed from
one to the other produces much the same impression on
us as spokea words do in your state. We are fully aware
of emphasis, force and power, light and shade of tone, pitch
and rhythm, just as you are when you listen to an eloquent
speaker.  Though, from this description, it may always
seem to you that we dwell in a state of silence, i1t is not
really so. In our state sound is produced in a manner not
unlike with you, but our atmosphere is of a much more
delicate nature, and the waves of sound are so in consequence.
We virtually speak audibly to one another, for our thought
waves impress each other as sound waves do with you. We
readily receive your communications to us, but you do not
so readily receive from us. The power of receiving ideas
will grow like the power of writing has done. The first
need is that of psychic sympathy, so that two minds are
in harmony or concord ; then there must be a certain attitude
of passivity, and this is impossible when the attention is
drawn away by passing sounds; then there must be an active
faculty for the reception and assimilation of the mes<age,
for mere passivity alone would be worse than useless. Thus.
three mental states are necessary: harmony, with a view
to maintaining a sympathetic relationship; passivity, with .
a view to l'eceivinﬁ; and activity, with a view to retaiuing
impressions ; and the body should be at rest-—perfectly quiet,
and not unduly tired. The greater the capacity to rec:ive,
the greater will be the amount received. The power is in
most cases in such an undeveloped state that it can be used
only in a most rudimentary manner, but it mighct be
developed to almost any degree until roceptive of truths,
now known to the few, which would convince all that life
is not merely an existence fraught with toil and sorrow but
that it brings with it its own speciul blessings, even the
certain knowledge of the things which belong to the
eternal life.

CONCERNING LTERNAL LIFE.

Since eternal life consists in the knowledge of God, there
must, in the first instance. he some acquaintance, more or
less. with God. To serve God we must be assired
‘ that He is,” that He exists; we must be convinced that
in His natare He is divine, self-existent and eternal—
that in His character He is the perfection of truth, purity
and love, ard that His will is that all shall learn to love
and serve Him and come more and more to a knowiec-lge
of the truth. But no one who has these convictions att-ins
to the fulness of them all at once, and certainly not in the
earthly life. We are far more certain ahout themn than
you are. but for all this there is room for much growth in

nowledge on our part. When our Lord said ¢ This i: the
life eternal that they should know Thee, the only true God,*’
he had in his mind the knowledge which aims for conscious
personal intercourse and experience. This may not be pro-
found in the earlier stages, but it is such as grows deeper
and stronger as time goes on. By prayver directed to God
the soul of man is brought into direct contact with the
highest spiritual influence, and no prayer is ever offered
up with sincerity bnt what brings an answer for the good
of the onc who prays; but the answer always comes through
the ministrations of attendant spirits, who, by their presence,
influence these with whom they come in contact, but whose
mental power has a much greater effect.

Husk Funp.—Mrs. Etta Duffus, of Penniwells, Elstree,
Herts., acknowledges with thanks the following contribution :
Emma, £2

Dr. ELLis PowELL will speak in Rochdale on Sunday next
on ‘‘ Our Soidiers in the West.”” On the Saturday night he
is addressing the Rochdale Pioneers on the question W‘hy
the War has Lasted so Long.”
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THE TRANSFORMATION OF DEATH.

A sermon preached at the 14th Hussars’ Memorial
Service, at Holy Trinity Church, Sloane-street, on January
31st, 1919, by the Rev. F. Fielding-Ould, M.A.

¢ He raiseth up the ;o:l;d lighteneth the eyes:
He giveth health, life and blessing.”

—Ecclesiasticus xxxiv. 117.

Death is a kind of bogey which has been frightening the
children of men since the beginning. It is dressed up in a
winding sheet, has the face of a skull, and is connected in
our minds with dismal grave-yards and all that is ugly and
horrible—and we all run away in a panic! But the whole
thing really is a fantastic illusion, we have been misled, as
so often before, by appearances; we have been judging the
tree by its decayed and falien leaves; we have been lookin
at death from the standpoint of those who remain behin
instead of with the eyes of the friend who passes ove., or
of those who welcome him there.

To the mourner who has losi a loved one death is cruel;
to the survivor who watches the process from the earth
side the material aspect of the transaction is repellem
enough. But be sure from beyond the veil the thing looks
quite differently, for ‘‘ death and resurrection are but two
sides of the same thing.”’ As for the traveller himself he
is like a man who should pass through the Simplon tunnel
in his sleep, his last look rests upon the snowy slopes and
bleak glaciers of Switzerland, but he wakes amid the sun-
shine and glorious colour of Italy.

Death 1s not a hideous and outrageous calamity to be
resisted and avoided as the vervy climax of Evil, so that we
should speuk of ¢ poor So-and-so’’ as having fallen into a
dire misfortane which we luckier ones have as yet escaped.
Death is simplv a natural process, no more wonderfut or
mysterious than birth, and is the orderly method of transi-
tion to a higher stage in our long evolution. To the Saint
it is the pearly gate into a joy and glory beyond all ex-
pression and 1magination, and I believe that even for the
average man, the decent-living, well-intentioned weakling,
with a thousand shortcomings, it is an immediate and
tremendous gain.

¢ There 15 a natural and there is a spiritual body,”’ says
St. Paul, but the point which has been overlooked is that
we have both those bodies now. As an orange has an outer
and inner peel, so has man’s spirit, and death is simply the
shedding of the outer casing, a stepping forth from the
material framework in which he has lived.

For our education we are incarnate for a few years, at
death we are withdrawn, we become discarnate but not dis-
embodied, for we are still clothed in the spiritual or etheric
body. We leave school; it is not the end of life any more
than is his last ¢ breaking up ’’ day to the school boy—on
the contrary it is for both the entering upon a’ fuller and
wider life.

A thing is not shadowy and unreal because it is invisible
to our rudimentary eyes of flesh, and a man who has passed
over is no misty ghost wafted about on the moaning winds
as the old Greeks thought. The world in which he finds
himself is just as real and solid to him who has a suitable
body for such an environment as our world is to us. Indeed
there is abundant evidence that many newly arrived feel
so well, so natural and so much in possession of all their
faculties that they are only with the utmost difficuity per-
suaded of what has befallen them.

To the degraded, the cruel, the utterly selfish, death is
‘“ the arrest of the criminal ”’; his misused freedom is over
and he is now brought strictly to book. But we are not
thinking of such to-day, but of those who died a noble death.
In the sodden and bloodstained trenches, among the barbed
wire out in the moonlight, in the shameful ruins of some
Eretty village or once prosperous town, or it may be in the

are hospital ward with fevered phantoms of their distant
loved ones whispering round the cots. Look at it as we
will, they died fighting for right and for Good against Evil,
they died, we may revérently say, like their Master for the
Salvation of the world. They may have been—they
necessarily were-—immature, inexperienced, comﬁaratively
undeveloped spiritually, but it was not altogether their fault,
for they were deprivetf

God has assigned for man’s unfolding. They shall not suffer
on.that account, for ‘‘he that loseth his life for my sake shall
save it unto life Eternal.” ‘ Honourable age is not that
which standeth in length of time, nor that is measured by
number of years--he being made perfect in a short time ful-
filled a long time’ (Wisdom xlviii. 13). Are we quite
sure that they would have benefited by living on into old
age? Are 21l old people saints of God, unworldly, gentle
and kind, full of devotion and good works? If the cu‘fl had
come lon% afterwards in some darkened room, among
medicine bottles and tho ugly litter of infirmity and decay
would it necessarily have met a more willing and g]nci
response ?

These young lives offered up in the flush of dawning man-
hood remind one of flowers cut by some gentle hand. If
they had becn left alone they would have grown and spread
and made a brave show in the garden, but it is as though
they had been plucked for a higher destiny- -to cheer a sick
room or to beautify the altar of some quiet church. I

of the normal span of years whicn'-
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always think it is the Pride and glory of flowers to be so
selected, and how joyfully do they give their lives for such
an honour!

This life is simply the preparation for another; this
world is but a vestibule where we get ready to enter the
lighted gallery in which the King Himself awaits our com-
ing. Presently it will be our turn, the herald will call our
names and we too must enter the Presence. The manner
of our passing matters little, a cold wind, a shower of rain,
a slip upon the pavement will be enough to bring it about.
The important matter will be the quality of that character
which we take with us. What are we? What has life’s
varied experience made us? Is the world a hair’s-breadth
better for our visit to it, is any single soul happier or nearer
God for our companionship?

We are but children after all, playing upon the sunlit
shorés of Eternity. Like children we take our little affairs
so seriously, we put much earnestness into all our restless
activities; we sail our little boats on the warm pools and
build our castles on the sand—and presently, without hurry
and without delay, at the exact hour of destiny, the rising
tide sweeps al! away. Our footprints are obliterated as
though they had never been, the names we wrote in this
or that little patch of society, of art, or of literature, are
washed out aliogether-—the call of authority is heard and
we must go home, home in the twilight, tired and with
perhaps a wistful look behind, for the day, the little anaious
pleasing day of life on earth is done. Laus Deo/

A DEFENCE OF 1SLAMISM.

Abdul Khalik Ismail writes: —

“I have read the review of ¢ Akibat’ in Licmr for
January- 4th (p. 5), and as a Moslem I should like to co.rect
some misunderstandings which I noticed in that article.
The reviewer says that ‘ there is so much in the Quran rhat
is fierce and vindictive or that is material and even gross
that it is difficult to read into other portions the pure and
spiritual meanings attributed to them by Sufism.

‘“ It seems to me that the reviewer cannot have read the
Quran in Arabic, otherwise he could not have brought such
an accusation against it. All Islamic teachings are in
direct opposition to anything wholly ‘ material ’ or  gross.
The Quran teaches the principle of the golden medium, i.e.,
a balanced nfe that suits the temper of the world. We
refrain from being entirely material or entirely spiritual.
We live by an ordered combination of the two.

‘““ That the Quran contains many a pure and spiritual
statement cannot be denied by any impartial reader of it
in Arabic. :

“ In the opinion of people who judge by results, the Sufi
movement in this country is bringing comfort, hope, an
a balanced life to many. : -

‘ Therefore it would be only seemly of the people of this
country to view such movements with impartial toleration,
especially in view of the fact that the whole of the East has
been for years flooded with Christian missionaries. ’

3

“ LIGHT” SUSTENTATION FUND, 1919.

In addition to the donations already recorded we have to
acknowledge with thanks the receipt of the following
sums ;-—

£ s.d.
Col. C. E. B. ... e .. 5 00
Mrs. Gibson (of Guernsey) ... .. 130 0
G. Hoseason .. 110
Mrs. Bilton .. 110
C. H. Pedley ... . . .. 110
Mrs. Cumming Smith ... .. 100
Miss C. Simmons . 01" 6
Mrs. Meneilly . 010 0
Mrs. Leigh Lye . 06 6

“THE LIGHT OF OTHER DAYS."

(RerranTep FROM “ Liont ¥ or Fesruary 16rm, 1880.)

We record, with deep regret, the sudden death of Dr.
Speer. He was stricken with apoplexy and subsequent
paralysis, and succumbed to the attack on February Oth,
at Chifton, where he was temporarily residing on account of

Mrs. Speer’s health.

Archdeacon Colley, of Natal, whose name is very
familiar to Sviritualists, will be in London shortiy. He
is to occupy Mr. Haweis’s pulpit at St. James’s, Westmore-
land-street, on the morning of Febhruary 24th. We hope
that he may be able to be present at our’ next.Assembly
on the 19th ivst. : Lo ' .
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London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd.,

6, QUEEN SQUARE, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, W.(. 1.

The Alllance possesses the largest Library In existence of occuit,
nystical, and psychlcal books. Members' annual subscription £1 1s.

For 'prospectus, nv"abua of meetings, classes, &c., apply to the
. Secrotary.

ILLUSION AND REALITY IN SPIRIT LIFE.

_ We ha,\e refeired more thun once in the pasi to
the apparent discrepancy between two classes of epirit
communicators. While one class gives a ‘‘ material-
istic >’ account of its swrroundings, the descriplions
received from the other class are less definite, alluding
to-things and processes which appear to be indescribable
in the language of earth, and which call for the aid of
symbol and allegory. Those who have read some recent
books which describe in a very literal way the nature
of the next state, and who are at the same time
acquamted with such’ works as ** From Matter to
Spirit,”’ by Professor and Mrs. de Morgan, will know
precisely what we mean. At any rate the general
nature of tiie supposed contradictions will be apparent
to most of our readers.

It occurred to us lately to record the views of a
reliable spirit communicator on the matter, and we give
them in substance here. Those who object, as somc
of our friends have objected, that a conversation with
an entranced medium cannot strictly be described as a
conversation with a spirit are no doubt techni ally
correct., But to us who recognise that we are all spfrits,
whether-in the tlesh or out of it,the point is not of any
vital importance.  The really important questicn is
whether we: are getting reasonable and instructive state-
ments” or not. We thought the remarks of Mrs.
Wallis’s inspirer, in reply to the question put to him (see
** Answers to Questiong,”” p. 49), very sensible and
suggestive.

‘He began by observing that many people are
incapable of clear perception and discernment, while
others are constitutionally unable to give a precise
account of what they actuallv perceive. But it seemed
to him that the explanation of the difficulty lay in the
incomplete understanding of some of the new-coiners
to spirit life of the real condition in which they found
themselves. The apparent proximity to each other of
spirit commnunicators was no criterion of their degree
of- unfoldment. As all who had made themselves
familiar wich the subject knew, one spirit in a cond tion
of darkness might be as it were standing next to
another whose state was one .of radiant light.

Again, it was to be remembered that in our quest
of truth we had to give something as well as to receive
it; to impart something of ourselves was a condition of
receiving a revelation. In other words, every mind
contributed something of its own to all that which it
received from without. It was to be remembered also
that there was an inner side to earth conditions, which
for the undeveloped spirit was an illusory phase through
which it had te pass before it became fully conscious
of its true surroundings. While the spirit was in that
condition there was an appearance very suggestive of
the idea that it was living a life closely akin to that
from which it had lately departed. Really such a
spirit was' surrounded by spiritual activities, but being
unable to recognise these with any degree of clearness.
it was liable to clothe them in mundane forms. A
person in this state was limited by his preconceptions
and prejudices, and consequently unible to take in the
true nature of his surroundings. If he communicated
v-ith his fricnds on earth his report of his experiences
would be coloured accordingly; and he would ‘give a
very materialistic account of himself.

But theie was another side to the question. 1t was
the difficulty which even an advanced spirit would feet
in giving an account of his life in spiritual conditions
snch as world be intelligible to his friends on the corth,
especially if he had to 1cl\ upon a medium in whosu
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mind - the commumcatmn was translated into physical
terms.

Many mediums and psychies had a tendency to
transfer any ideas presented to them from the spint
side into earthly forms. It was only occasnona]ly that
anything like clear and exact expression could be
attained.

As to the question of spirit homes, the Control said
he did not know of houses built in the external physical
fashion, * brick by brick,”” but he did know of thougnt
concentration directed upon spiritual substance, causing
it to assume forms in accordance with the desire of the
spirit manipulating it; that was a part of the creative
power posszssed by all spirits in some measure, great or
small. He was inclined to think that those who gave
descriptions in the old physical terms of these and other
processes were simply ‘‘ jumping to conclusioans.’
They assuned that such thmgs could not be done except
by the old-time laborious methods of the earth whose
ideas they iiad not yet outgrown. They translated into
physical ‘terms the powers and potencies of thought
activity on the spirit side, being unable to perceive the
true nature of those activities.

The shadows of their old earth life, apart from which
they are not yet able to think. are still upon such sprrits.
They seemed to themselves to eat and drink just as they
did while still in their physical bodies, being unaware
that such processes were no longer necessary, but in this
condition they were ministered to by more enlightened
souls until they were sufficiently awake to the realities
of their new life to intelligently participate in them.
But while they clung to the old forms of thought, the’
old habits ind experiences, so long were they in a state
of illusion, misunderstanding and mis-reporting their
actual conditions.

- Reviewing mentally all we have heard and read on
the subject, this strikes us as a highly reasonable and
suggesbive explanation of the divergent statements
which it is sought to reconcile. We have remarked that
many of che materialistic sccounts of the next life
emanated trom, or at any rate were communicated
through, minds of the *“ matter of fact *’ type—people
who were intolerant of the idea that spirit homes or
garments are really the creations of thought and will.

Such things they regarded as merely pcetic
fancies, the product of the imagination, uncon-
scious of the. fact that poetry and imagmation

bring us Jar nearer to true reality than the most
exact science or unerring logic.  Moreover, evec on
earth (as Rudyard Kipling has pointed out.in a well-
known poerm) we are living in a world of romance. Those
who look out on life with the discernment of true
imagination will have no difficulty in seeing that the
romance of the next life is really a sequel to the romance
of this. The same characters appear, but the episodes
are a little miore splendid and the ‘* action >’ quicker;
but the thread of continuity runs through it all. Thus
we hear of the creation of spirit homes and garments= by
the .action of thought, will and desire. But when we
reflect upon it, we remember that precisely the same
forces are at work here on the same things. The only
difference is that in the other world the process is
quickened and intensified.

** Love bridges the gulf,”” said Dlotlma, and the

‘two worlds may be indeed linked by the affections.

But for the purposes of th= undelstandmg, the gulf
between the two orders of life is best bridged by the
nnau_matlon

ArHorisyMs rroM THE ‘‘ HiBsrRT JoURNAL.”—* Men draw
to what is natural and to that alone’’ (PROFESSOR JAMES
Morrart, D.D.). ‘‘ Peace conceived as not-fighting, affords
no basis for active co-operabtion-—the secret of all community
life, which invariably reposes on a lposmve deed-to-be-done,
and .ﬂ)hon the negative as surely as Nature abhors a
vacuum ”’  (Proressor L. Jaoks).——“ As no nation
resolute on keeping <eparate from other nations can be fit
or worthy to join the League of Nations, neither can any
Church \\huh stands apart from other (‘hur(heq be meet or
ready to join a League of Churches” (TrE Bisgor or
CARLISLE).
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THE RELIGIOUS ASPECTS OF THE
WAR: THE CHURCHES.
I
By E. Wake Coox.

In this era of reconstruction the Church will incur a
grave responsibility if it misses its chance of keeping
abreast of the new order of thirgs. Rooted in a lengthening
Easp, it trails a heavy, hamsering load of old-worid bar-

arisms which must be got rid of ere it can bring itself up
to date and fit itself anew for its vital tasks. The war has
raised ‘a batch of perplexing problems—how are we to solve
them ? by what standard of Divine justice are we to assess
the guilt of its authors? By the primitive idea that it was
just to punish countless myriads of unborn generations for
the fault of our first parents? Perish the thought! If we
assume a God of Love, then we need a fuller philosophy than
the Church has yet given us. We are involved in endless
perplexities. A contradictior cleaves right through the
whole fabric of our thought. In religion we have the evil
for evil, ‘“ an eye for an eye,” of the Old Testament; and
the ‘- resist not evil,”” and the ¢ good for evil,”” of the New.
We have the aspiration of the angels: ‘ On earth Peace,
goodwill toward men,’”’ and we have the ¢ Prince of Peace,”
the Master, declaring: ‘“ I come not to bring peace, bus
a sword.” - Spencer pointed out that we have two co-existing
religions, - the religion of enmity and the religion of amity,
of egoism .and of altruism. Mr. Bryce said: ‘“ We have two
moralities for public life, the one conventional or ideal, the
other actual.”” With such ever-present contradictions, such
mixed criteria, can we wonder at the difficulty of framing
a so}md judgment on the moral and religious aspects of the
wa.

r?

The Church should strive strenuously to straighten out
these matters and bring consistency into its_teaching. It
should denounce as dishonouring to God, Religion, and itself,
the many barbarities of the Old Testament, and the fright-
fulness of everlasting torments in the New. The shock to
the dead-and-alive in religion, and the disturbance of founda-
tions would be great, and the Church might lose some of its
members; but not nearly so many as it is losing through
the lack of these vitally necessary reforms. It should cake
its cue from Westcott, and affirm, not that God has spoken,
but that He is speaking. Then the flood of new reverations
which have baptised the world could be embraced and shaped
into a consistent and growing religion, and an up-to-date
philosophy of life. The materials are here in overwhelming
abundance ; there is the flood of new light by science on that
“ Garment of God,”” the Material Universe, there is .the
outpouring of Pentecostal g]ifts and revelations of Modern
Spiritualism, and Psychical Research; and there is the
revival of that mental and spiritual healing which pilayed
such an important part in Christ’s work, which has been so
lamentably lost by the Churches.

Man’s measure is given by his idea of God, and his highest
working ideal is his conception of the Divine Will; so, to
elevate man in the scale, the idea of God should be the
highest conceivable by the highest minds, and all other earlier
conceptions be repudiated as primitive and fitted only for
primitive peoples. That should be the first task. The
second should be to grasp the World-Plan; the Divine Idea
or Purpose; then we shall be doing the Divine Will, then
we ‘ hitch our wagon to a star’’ and our work will in-
creasingl¥ prosper. Until that Divine Plan is discerned and
consciously carried out, we shall blunder into catastroghes
such as that from which we have just emerged. The destiny
of man is to a large extent a foregone conclusion; we may
reco%lnise the Purpose and co-operate with it; or be driven
by the scorpion whips of harsh evolutionary methods into
the way we should go. In the one case we are like dumb,
driven cattle; in the other we may be heroes in the strife.

OTHER-WORLD PURPOSE.

(rowing out of ‘this World-Purpose is what might be
called the Other-World-Purpose 'he scheme of an after-
life should be propounded in a way to give the key to the
whole, and its reality scientifically demonstrated. In this
matter, the all-important matter, God has heen speaking
througfl Modern Spiritualism in Pentecostal tones. By
accpting these new lf){evelations the Churches would gain in-
finitely more than they would lose by discarding the
barbarisms which disfigure the Bible. Spiritualism and
Psychical Research offer the Churches an inexhaustible mine
of wealth on which they could draw endlessly. From
Science, they could take just as much as suited their pur-
pose, leaving our more advanced teaching for a later date
after stagnating minds had been roused to activity. Com-
munications from the next plane of existence would carry
more weight, give them more authority, than can now he got
from the maltiplex Bible from which can be drawn. the
pro and con of almost every doctrine ever preached. The
Key-Doctrinc of the after-life could be taken in its entirety
with immeagurable benefit, and it would enable them to meet
the supreme need of the iime, amd offer boundless blessings
and consolation in place of the cold comfort which is tho
best they can now offer. The doctrine of eternal torments,
,Ereached by Christ Himself, stands unrepealed in the New

estament. These threats are a nightmare, causing un-
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speakable agony to those afflicted parents wonderiugly
questioning as to the destiny of their soldier sons who have
given their all for their country. Think of these orave
fellows, Christ-like, making the supreme sacrifice. of laying
down, their lives for the Right, and that others.might be
saved from hell-like horrors, Leing possibly damned.to,all
eternity because they have not met the requirements formu-
lated by the Church! The whole soul receils from such a
proposition as dishonouring to God and the Church and
iniquitously unjust to man. This atheist-making doctrine,
so inconsistent with a God of Love, and with the whole spirit
of Christianity, which is the fairest flower of human .aspira-
tion, can be openly repudiated by Christians boldly tollow=
ing Christ’s own example. and transcending the New Dis-
pensation as He transcended the Qld. Let the Church
enthrone what is called the Spirit of Christianity, which is
the eclectic cream of the whole, leaving the old-world diegs,
enrich it with all the wondious Revelations which have beep
ouring from the Eternal Fount, and boldly give us a-Newer
ispensation ! .
t seems to be ‘‘ Hobson’s choice ’’ for the. Church, it
must do something of that sort or go under as.unfit. Out-
side movements are doing its work, and will supplant it
unless it does its manifest duty. The narrow rationalising
tendencies of the Protestant Churches impoverished the-early
Christianity. o
Tre MiNisTrY orF Hearing. .

Spiritual Healing played a most important part in
Christ’s work, and it survived for centuries, but of late was
so neglected that those holding to Christ’s promise that the
works He did we should do, and greater works, were sneer-
ingly regarded as a ‘‘ Peculiar People ! But -of late
mental and spiritual healing has -asserted ‘itself with
conquering force. There have been natural healers who have
done marvsls almost equalling those of Christ and the
Apostles. But the ‘‘ Father of Modern Spiritualism ”’ 'was
the first to reveal its principles. He discovered thav all
disease resulted from a lack of balance of the spiritual forces,
which could be influenced by the mind, especially by the

ower of suggestion. He held that healing should be done
argely throagh teaching, and that the physician and the
teacher should be one and the same person. Sixteen years
later Mrs. Eddy discovered much the same things, gratted
them on to the Bible, and started the flourishing cult of
¢ Christian Science,” which, despite some absurdities and
misunderstandings, contains much wholesome teaching, and
does marvels of healing in some cases, but is powerles: in
others where the teacﬁing falls flat and cannot free the
spirit from old-world ideas and give-it a-wider spiritual
outlook. It is doing great work in freeing its followers from
the tyranny of the letter of the Bible: Mrs. Eddy interprets
it in any fashion she chooses, and makes it fit her scheme
She gets away from the ¢ Fall of Man,” and all, anthvopo-
morphism, by a sort of Spiritual Pantheism, reducing God
to a Principle, and the Symbol of the Good. Good is all,
and Good is God. Good is aflirmed; evil, sin, sickness and
death are denied, together with Matter-—they are unreal
the product of an eniity outside the ‘“ All,”” which is cullegi
“ Mortal Mind,” which seems to play the part.the Devil
plays in other religions. The power of suggestion is the
active factor. and where accompanied by spiritual exalta
tion, is potent for good in many forms besides healing. = But
the system has two grave defects. Mrs. Eddy is so anxious
to be the centre and circumnference of the cult that she
insists on a more rigid orthodoxy than even the Church of
Rome, bars progress, and gives her followers the fatal con.
ceit that they have the whole of Truth and all understanding.
Good Heavensi Truth is infinite, God is infinite, and it
will take an eternity with ever-expanding faculty for the
human spirit to know all Truth; and as for plenary urder-
standing, that is reserved to God Himself. Christian
Science 1s a mere drop in the great ocean of Truth, yet Mrs.
Eddy bolts and bars t{;e minds of her followers against every-
thing but her own teachings. .

The other defect is that on the supreme need for an
assurance of an after-life, and 'a rational conception of it,
Mrs. Iiddy is silent or utterlﬁ' misleading, and she pre-
judices her followers against the only avenue of approach
to the truth. She confuses the issue, and at .times scems
to incline to the Buddhistic conception of ahsofption in the
ocean of Spirit. At other times she cuts the continuity: of
existence by declaring that the so-called dead enter anothe-
state of consciousness, making communication .with- this
world impossible: and she boldly declares there can be¢ no
communication between them. This is demonstrably false,
yet the only promise of an after-life in Christian Science
rests on her word. She ridicules the idea that: there are
spirits, as there is only one Spirit. This is equal to sayng
that there are no men and women, but only one Humaniuy !
If for greater assurance of continued existence she falls
back on Christ and His ‘ Divine Science,”’ that opens for
them the possibility of a Hell in which there shall be ‘‘weeping
and wailing and gnashing of teeth.”” So Eddyism is or ly a
section of Religion, just a stepping-stone to something higher
and larger, more fitted to meet the needs of the real Man,
whose latent faculties are almost infinite in scope by virtue
of his Divine Sonship.

Tur Proors or HuMAN SURVIVAL.

Long before the war Modern Spiritualism had by oceans
of evidence demoiistrated the vital fact of continued exist-
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ence, and given a scientific conception of it; had given us
the grandest conception of the Cosmos, the whole scheme of
Existence, which ever got through the mind of man; had
demonstrated the existence of potencies and powers juite
beyond the ken of Science ; shown that man has higher
soul-faculties giving access to vast treasures of Divine kuow-
ledfe.; and opened to us wondrous revelations of an inner
and greater Universe, stupendous, and beautiful beyond a
poet’s dreaming. Starting from the idea of a spiritual, or
etheric body, with higher human faculties, and with latencies
of transcendent development, it insists that continuity,
or. which our personality depends, is never broken On
awakening on the next plane of existence no sense of change
is felt at first As the revelations of those brilliant young
heroes, Raymond 'and Claude—in ‘‘ Claude’s Book ”’-—
¢how, for the epiritually immature cut off in the flower of
youth, en their reception in the next world their kindly
guides surrnund them with conditions seemingly like their
earthly homes until thei~ opening eyes can bear the
-dazzling splendour of the 1eal:ties. The second plane, .or
sphere, is.likeé ar idealisation of this world ; but with ever-
exp_antiing laculties, deeper beauties are discerned, and
plane beyond plane succeeds, in ever-increasing splendour.
An ondless variety of blissful occupations is there for tha
exercise of manifold faculties of inconceivable range and
power. Such is the Godward progress sooner or later of all;
progress in realms thought-beggaring in vastness and in-
describable in beauty, and the bliss of ever-increasing
.-realisation of the presence of God. The idea of ‘“ Heaven
is sublimed to unutterable magnificence, and offers consola-
_tions and compensations so bounteous that all the sorrows
ahd suﬁ'orinﬁs of this life become mere s‘s)ots on the sun !
On the mundane plane the Father of Modern Spirituatism,

Andrew Jackson Davis, solved those social and industrial

g’roblems which now threaten an after-the-war Armageddon

otween Lavour and Bolshevism, and the rest of the com-
munity. But the blind old world jogged on its blind old
\_v'a{, with ave:ted eye, hands over ears, a jest, a sneer, or
a libel on its lips, and with a self satisfied smirk of
superiority; it was too clever to believe the truth! It
has taken this catastrophic war to break down this =oul-
stultifying attitude of mind. Is the Church alone to main-

" tain its stiff-necked attitude and refuse the mines of wealth
we offer it, without money and without price ? Is it to
remain deaf to our i)roofs that God is speaking, and to the

- marvellous new revelations coming through so many sources
and which put us under a Newer Dispensation?

‘“ AN APPEAL FOR UNITY.”

(IN ANSWER TO Miss IreNE ToYE .\VARNER.)

The union of Christians is a thing which the ¢ Author
. of Peace and Lover of Concord:’’ and all His servants
desire. Bul some are apt to picture a merely superficial
dnd mechanical unity. 71he unity of a Farty of soldiers
“which consists in their stepping in time, looking the same
“-way and carrying an identical equipment, is a poor thing
: compared with the union which is founded on the esprit de
-corps,  allegiance and set purpose which animate the
regiment. : )
The Church of England, with all her extraord nary
_ diversity of expression, is, I suspect, more truly united and
infinitely richer than that of Rome, where every detail ot
- practice and of helief is standardised and kept within exact
‘limits. What we need is a common foundation of loving
tolerance; a disposition to rejoice in virtue and welcome
- Truth wherever. it may be found; a glad realisation that
there are as many ways of looking at things as there are
g‘eople.in the world, and that, though our own view of
ruth may be a very little more elevated than that of our
- neighbour, we shall not help him to see it by scorning what
he has so far been able fo apprehend. ¢ Take heed that
: ye despise not one of. these litile ones.”

“The exchanging of pulpits between those who do not see
things alike can only lead to confusion., Loving kindness
must not run on without her slower footed sister, wisdom.

- One’s own visicn and conception of Truth is to the possessor
a most ﬁreclous thing which has grown and ripened through
many changing seasons, and be 1t exalted or comparatively

" base, it is the%ight by which we are bound to walk and the

~standard -by which - alone we shall be judged My
neighbour’s may be equally good or better, but we cannot

- exchange what are organic growths and part of ourselves,
nor, love him as I may, can I take at will his point of view.

I Y speak from his platform I must either argue against his

osition, wnich would be discourteous, or ignore our
gi{feren'ees; which' would seem to leave things very much
as they were before. But these divergencies are no! as

- gerious as they look; the Church is One because of the one

Spirit which inspires and sustains everything which is good

in every part, and by that test a great many who from

- their dress, speech and custoins seem to be strangers are in
reality brothers and sisters of the same great Family of God
—gréetings and peace to every one! )

' ) ’ F. FieLpiNG-OuLp.

(February 15, 1919.

THE STRUCTURE OF THE ATOM.

By ErnesT C. CRAVEN.

By the courtesy of Colonel Johnson, I have been enabled to
make a brief examination of the works on ‘‘Occult Chemistry”’
referred to in his letters in LicaT of December 28th (p. 415)
and January 18th (p. 22). :

he works contain diagrams of the structure of the
atoms of various elements, alleged to have been obseived
by clairvoyants working in conjunction. The details of the
experiments are extremely meagre, no mention being made
of how the various atoms were isolated from the molecular
complexes and the effect of the molecular motion nullified.
In faect, the whole of the practical points which would
appeal to the scienlific mind are missing. The result on
the other hand are presented with the dogmatic finality of
which few but Theosophists dare be guﬁty. The atom
structures sre represented as various geometrical figures
carrying points representing the ‘‘ ultimate physical atom,”
presumably the electron of modern science.

As far as the results of a necessarily imperfect study
of the works in question will take me, I should like to discuss
in how far they substantiate the reality of the faculty of
clairvoyance. The claims of the system to credemce, and
thus as evidence of clairvoyance, depend on: (1). Prediction
of ‘‘new ” elements; (2) Derivation of atomic weights;
(3) Harmony and usefulness of the system itself. . )

Let us take each section in turn.

(1) In discussion with Colonel Johnson, I gather that
as various unknown elements were gre,dictod clairvayaatly
the clairvoyant should claim the credit of discovori::q them

3

The prediction of new elements is not a power confined to
clairvoyance alone. In 1871 Mendeléeff, in develop his
well-known periodic arrangement of the elements, predicted
the existence and the properties of three metals, which were
subsequently discovered, .and the predicted properties con-
firmed in a most striking fashion. Nevertheless Mondeléeff
is not credited with the discovery of those elements, nor is
the verification of his prediction taken as more than a
gertl%in amount of evidence in tavour of the periodic system
itself. .

The new elements claimed to have been ‘¢ discovered ’’
by the clairvoyant mefthod include ¢ occultum,’’ atomic
weight 3, and *‘ meta neon,” atomic weight 22.3. The gas
neon has been shown by atmolysis and by Prof. J. J.
Thomson’s ‘“ positive ray analysis ’> to consist of two bodies,
atomic weights 20 and 22. By the *‘ positive ray ’ method
curves havs been obtained corresponding to elements of
atomic weights between those of hydrogen (H = 1) and
Helium (He = 4). By astro-spectroscopic work the exis-
tence .of elements of low atomic weight—‘‘ asterium,”’
‘ nebulium,”” ‘‘ coronium ’’-—has ~ been indicated, ruch
elements not boing known on this planet. - Nevertheless the
authors of these observations have not been credited with
the discovery of such elements, nor will the elements them-
selves be found in the International list.

A good deal of this work had been done before the occult
system was published, and scientific speculation regarding
unknown elements was common many years before that. i

(2) The atom of hydrogen is clairvoyantly observed to
have 18 electrons, and other elements more, approximately in
proportion to their atomic weights. Kor example, oxygen
has 290 electrons; 290/18 = 16.11, the occult atomic weight.
The accepted value is 15.88, and the difference is mnuch more
than can be accounted for by experinmental error. Never-
theless, on the whole the atomic weightls given are roughly
in agreement with accepted values. 'This is supposed to show
that the weight of an atom lies in its electrons and nct in
the nucleus, as in the more orthodox theory. It may not
bo out of place to make the perhaps obvious criticism that
as the weight of a large crowd of men is in proportion to
the number of noses present, arguing on the same lines. we
must assume the rest of the crow«gi is 1mponderable.

The mass of an electron, according to electro-magnetic
measurements, is 1/1700 of the mass of an hydrogen atom—
according to the occult theory 1/18. i :

(3) The brief study made of the interrelations within the
system itself shows that elements of the same family have
their structure on similar lines, but whether this is carried
out consistently or not cannot be stated without further
comparison. -

The supposed forms of the atoms as given are of a 1nost
weird and unlikely type. As Sir Oliver Lodge points out
in correspondence with Colonel Johnson, there is no trace
of dynamic structure whatever. Nor is there any variation
of structure which might determine the valency, absclute
size, atomic heat, atomic volume, or ionic. mobility of the
element. Added to this, we are rather left in the dark as
to the precise significance of the triangles, circles and other
geometrical forms containing the electrons.

In short, a system could not well be invented more usecless
and less worthy of credence from the scientist’s point of
view.

Summing up, I think it is not too much to say that under

-the three hjadings discussed, we have no clear evidence for

clairvoyance. TRather would I «ttribute the whole schen.e t«
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the vagaries of the sub-conscious mind which, as is well
known, builds very elaborate and quite plausible super-
structures on very small foundations. As an instance, an
exact parallel may be found in the case of Héléne Smith,
who “ clairvoyantly '’ visited the planet Mars, and brought
back the language with her. This language she lafer wrote
and spoke freely. Unfortunately, upon investigation by M.
Flournoy, the new language proved to be—in the words of
Beckles Willson (‘‘ Occultism and Common Sense >’)—*‘ such
a work of art as one might form by substituting for each word
in the French dictionary an arbitrary collocation of letters
and for each letter a new and arbitrary symbol. . If
it is childish as a work of art, it is miraculous enough as a
feat of memory.” This latter remark might apply very
well to the cccult chemical system discussed.

In conclasion let me make it quite clear that I am not
questioning the reality of the clairvoyant faculty, of the
operation of which I' have seen many examples undoubtedly
genuine. The only point I am :({) against is that definite

roof of its reality can be obtained in the manner suggested
y Colonel Joknson.

On the other hand, a really convincing test might be
arranged somewhat on the following lines. Suppose the
clairvoyant were given half a dozen colourless gases sealed
separately in glass bulbs. The chances against their being
named correctly or matched against six similar bulbs woula
be about 4,000 to 1. Or ten white metals might be taken
and sorted out in the same manner, the experimenter using
precautions to avoid suggestion, etc. The chances against
complete success would be more than a million to one. If
any clairvoyant friend cares to distinguish himself in this
direction, I should be happy to supply the gases and metals
and to assist in the test.

Only in some simple fashion of this kind will decisive
results be attained, and such results will impress ‘¢ orthodox
science "’ far more than any complex mystical system, how-
ever beautifal, can, or ever will do!

THE REINCARNATION PROBLEM.

Mrs. 8. F. Ross Smith (page 34) in comparing a mixea
musical audience to your more or less intelligent weekly
readers, seems to forget that some individuals listening 10 an
oratorio, even if not musical experts, are, by their verv
presence in a musical. atmosphere, being educated - to
appreciate beautiful.combinations of sound, and may cven-
tually begin to study the principles of music. 1n a some-
what similar way. many of us who enjoy LicaT from week to
week may at first be disposed to accept without questio:ng
the statements in the various erticles, but soon our minds
become very critical and we do not accept mere assertions,
but are anxious to seek further help from those who con-
tribute to its columns, especially those who set themselves up
a3 authorities and who have carefully studied all the aspects
of the particular subject under discussion. We natu:ally
look to these writers for the jroduction of substantiating
evidence, so that we too may understand something of the
underlying psychical and spiritual laws.

The problem of reincarnation is a case in point. As
a student of Theosophy, one is disposed to admit that rein-
carnation as a hypothesis helps to explain the inequalities
at the very beginniug of life, and to reconcile them with the
principle of elernal justice.

But when definTte statements are made by Mrs. Ross
Smith that certain historical individuals have ¢ iived
hundreds of earth lives’’ before they had qualified for
certain duties, one is justified in asking what real evidence
exists for such dogmatic assertions: when and where did
these highly evolved individuals live and function in their
gradually expanding successive lives?

hen thore is the other statement made regarding ¢ the
great World Teacher (known in the West as the Christ and
to all Eastern nations under their own appropriate names)”’
that He ‘‘ overshadows some high initiate such as the
Master Jesus,” &c. -

If this overshadowing of a great initiate by the great .

World Teacher be a something  beyond spirit guidance,”
what is it? Is it a substitution of personality more or
less permanent? Take the case of Jesus of Nazareth. In
this so-called overshadowing, was it Jesus who was sacrificed,
or was it the ‘ great World Teacher (known as the Christ) ”’
Who died on the cross, and what individual is deserving of
the credit of that noble sacrifice?

When one carefully studies this question, one usks
whether there is any evidenc: of duality at all. The
apostle Paul refers to this important matter in Galatians
iv. 19, and says ‘‘ until Christ be formed in you.”’” I3 not
this a reference to a state of spiritual evolution rather than
a duality, a substitution of personality, or overshadowing
l'l)‘y another, even if that other be ‘ the great World

eacher ”’? Will Mrs. Ross Smith kindly throw some light
on these points?

TRUTH SEEKER.

Mr. G. R. Dennis writes :-—

Mr. Vale Owen asks: ‘“ Had Elijah become reincarnate
as John, would he not now have appeared in the character
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of his last reincarnation? > The answer is, No. According
to the doctrine of reincarnation, it is not the personality
that reincarnates, but the ego, the individuality. The
usual simile is that of the actor, who plays various parts
while remaining the same individual through them all. An

just as the actor displays the same characteristics in every
part, however different they may be, so do the successive
personalities assumed by the ego display the same geteral
characteristics. Further, as the actor gains experience from
every new part he plays, so does the ego gather experience
from each incarnation. )

As to the case of John the Baptist, the meaning of

Matthew xi. 14 is, I think, made clear by reference to
Malachi iv. 5 and Matthew xvii. 12. The Jews were expect-
ing the return of Elijah, as prophesied by Malachi, and
Jesus said: ‘“ If ye will receive it, this is Elijah, - wiiose
coming is expected.” (The A. V. gives the true seuse.)
And again: ““ I say unto you that Elijah has come already
and they knew him not. . . Then understood his disciples
that he spoke unto them of John the Baptist.”” That John
should deny his identity with Elijah is to be expected, .as
knowl_edige of past lives is very unusual. The similarities
in the lives and characters of Elijah and John have often
been noted. .
_ In many other passages in the New Testament the
doctrine of reincarnation seems to be taken for granted,
and it was certainly taught by the early Fathers. In fact
not until A.p. 553 was-it condemned as a heresy, and by that
time the Church had lost much of her original spirituality
and most of her esoteric wisdom. To those who- are
interested in this side of the subject. may I recommend a
most helpful and illuminating little book by Ramachacaka
entitled ‘‘ Mystic Christianity ”” ? Though written by “a
Hindu, it throws a flood of light on the inner meaning of
Christianity, and indeed is, in my opinion, truly inspired.-

PSYCHIC SCIENCE AND THE NEWSPAPER PRESS.

“ Lorp KiTcHENER’S ROMANCE.”

Under this title in the ¢ Weekly Dispatch ”’ of Sunday
last, Hayden Church tells the delightful story of the late
lord Kitchener’s f{riendship with Miss Hutchison, who
passed from earth on February 24th, 1917, and who had.a
fine influence on the career of the famous soldier. TMiss
Hutchison was a Scotswoman of strong character and high
intelligence, a social worker and philanthropist, and her
friendship for Kitchener was an outstanding illustrativn of
the idea that no influence is finer in the life of a great inan
than that of a good woman.

We were especially struck with the statement in the
article under notice that Miss Hutchison implizitly
helieved that her hero had been miraculously saved atter the
sinking of the ¢ Hampshire.” As we know, there are still
many people who have the same belief. Miss Hutchison’s
impression was strengthened (according to the ¢ Dispatch )
by a story brought to her notice:—

“ It is said that a British nurse who possessed psychic
powers had come to London after lengthy service .at the
front. Walking along Park-lane one day with a friend she
suddenly pointed to one of the houses and declared, ‘ I'hat
house contains a wireless installation. It is hidden behind
panels before which jars containing flowers and plants are
placed.” Her acquaintance is said to have brought this
statement to the notice of the authorities, who investigated
and found the wireless installation which she had described,
and which was being used for communicating with the
enemy.’’ .

We reproduce the story for what it is worth; we nave
no proof of its truth. I )

The account then goes on to say that this same. nurse
had a remarkable vision in trance in which she saw Lord
Kitchener who was “in perfect health living in a small
cottage buiit upon a sea shore,”’ .

Those who are acquainted with the facts of clairveyance
will be well aware that it is sometimes difficult for a clair-
voyant to tell from a vision whether the Eersons seen in it
are on this side of life or the other. foreover. it may
happen that a man of strong will and character, cui off
suddenly in the vigour of life, und finding himself after his
transition as much alive as ever he was, will contrive - to
project powerfully on the minds of those in sym[?athi with
him a strong impression to that effect. That is whv we
hear so oftsan from a bereaved person such words as 1
cannot realise that he is dead,” or “ I cannot get out of
my mind that he is living somewhere.”” Well, of course.he
is, whoever he may be, only—he is not alive in the sense
of the word alone accepted in a world which has lost its
vision, and which until lately was accustomed to pour fierce
scorn upon those who told it the truth. We had some time
ago a curious experience of the strong impression existing
in the mind of a departed friend that he was not dead—even
in the physical sense—but had in some mysterious way
escaped what to him was the last calamity. However, we
had been to his funeral, and had no doubts, and it was
not difficult to_explain his rooted conviction. His claim
that he was still living was true enough, but not in the
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sensc he meant . Unfortunately for.-him he had cultivated no
acquaintarice with any life but that of earth.

Mr. W. B. YEATS AND SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHY.

" In the same issue of the ‘ Dispatch,”’” under the title of

‘A Poet and His Ghosts,” ‘‘ The Bookworm ’’ tells of Mr.
Yeats’ ruined castle in Galway, his investigation into
ihe' ‘‘ gpectres ”’ which haunt the castle, and a lecture
delivered by him recently on the subject at the
Abbey Theatre, Dublin. ‘“ He accompanied his oratory
with a series of lanternm slides showing lumiaous
materialisations.”’ ur readers will be interested to
learn that Mr Yeats was accompanied by Dr. Crawford,
of Belfast, who also ¢ told some amazing things and appeared
te prove thcm cempletely.”’ No doubt. The general Press
seems to be awakening to the reality of the matter; but the
awakening is still very slow.

THE INDIAN ROPE TRICK.

The discvssion in the ‘‘ Daily Mail ”’ on this subject has
continued, Lieut.-General Sir A. Lyttelton-Annesley writes
that during sixteen years in India, visiting all ihree
presidencies, also the Punjab, North-West, Kashmir, Ladakh,
and Gilgit, he ‘‘ inquire about the rope-trick, but no one
knew of it.”’ I{e also asked several native princes to arrange
for him to see it, but they all said it did not exist On
the other hand, Mrs. Lulu Nicholl says that she, her mother,
and her brother saw it performed and were with a party
of five other persons. Here is her description:—

‘“ An Indian and a small boy arrived outside the Galle
Face Hotel, Colombo, and sat down by the roadside. From
around his waist the Indian unwound a long thick rope. He
threw one end up into the air, where, to our amazement, it
remained, fairly straight, with just one big kink ncar the
top. I think T am right in saying that about one coil and
a half of the rope remained on the ground. The boy climbed
up the rope and, when he descended, it collapsed and fell to
the earth, as an ordinary rope would. The Indian then
slowly gathered it up and wound it round his waist again.
We were not asked to examine the rope. The man seemed
totally uninterested in his audience.”

At the Magic Circle at Anderton’s Hotel, Fleet-street.
a meeting was held on the 5th inst., at which Lieut. F W,
Holmes, V.C., produced his photographs showing the 1ope
trick. Mr. S. \V. Claike, editor of the ¢‘ Magic Circular,
said the great peculiarity of the Indian rope trick was that
nobody who wanted to see it had done so. Music-hall
managers had scoured the world for it. Major Branson, of
the Indian Army, stated he had offered 205 rupees (thi~teen
guineas) to any soldier in India who could give the name of
a magician who had performed the trick. }e had come into
contact with half the regiments of lndia, but the reward
was still unclaimed.

We have received the following account of the mecting
from an old contributor :—-

““ I-do not think I ever attended:a more.disappointing or
unconvincing discussion on any subject. It was of coirse
to be expected that all members of the Circle would adhere

closely to the principles of their late chiefi‘ Mr. J. N..
ey

Maskelyne, and, like him, contend that as t claim to
produce -all phenomena by mechanical means, anything he,
or they, ca'rot produce must, ipso facto, be fake! It 1s a
very comforting solution to themselves, no doubt, but fails
to satisfy the minds of all who listen to them, as was plainly
evident at the meeting in question.

‘“ The chief point noticeable was the extreme variance in
the statements made by those taking part in the discussion,
to put it mildly and courteously. Mr. Leon Berkely, a
member of the Inner Circle, who was in service dress, drew
a diagram on a large slate on the stage of ¢ how it is done,’
showing that by performing at noon, or close to midday,
with a solitary spectator seated under a projecting verandah
roof, the upwards and downwards effects of the refraction of
the -sun-rays formed a shield for the performer; the hoy,
supposed to climb the rope, simply jumped backwards from
the man’s shoulders, concealed hy the light, and the angle
of the observer’s vision, and concealed himself in the very
voluminous breeches ¢ which these conjurers always wea. for
the purpose.’

‘“ He was followed by a Major, long resident in India,
who inclined to the belief, as these ‘ performances always
took place in the open and before a crowd of people, no
apparatus or preparation could be possible, and 1t must bhe
a case of hypnotising the spectators into seeing what was
not actually taking place.’

¢ Lieut. Holmes, V.C., produced a photograph, handed
round for inspection, which he had himself taken at omne
of these performances, -showing the boy actually on the
rope, in his waist-cloth, ¢ the customary dress of all these

erformers, which adds so to the mystery of their feats.’
jeut. Holmes had a most ingenious theory, whicl. he
evidently firmly believed in. 'he rope, which he had
described as an ordinary one of about three-quarters of an
inch diameter, twenty yards long, wound round the chief
performer’s waist, ‘of course contained inside it a
eollapsible pole, sufficiently rigid when extended to sup.port
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the light weight of the boy who climbed up, and shd down
it.” But Colonel Elliott, who declared he had spent- forty
vears in the East, was extremely vehement in his assertion
that the rope trick never had been performed at-all, any-
where! He had himself offered, years ago, a sum. of two
hundred guineas to anyone who could produce such a

.performer before him, and the offer still remained unclaimed.

Of a truth, here are some very ctrong differences of opirion,
from men wearing His Majesty’s uniform, usually to be
taken as a sign of good faith, Another speafier, whose name
I forget, hal himself seen the trick performed, as a boy, in
the open, by practically naked performers.

‘“ The sanest views, to my mind, were expressed by Dr.
Chris. Van Bern, a member of the Inner Circle but
fortunately not a bigoted one. He had seen, in Liverpool,
a Yogi producing the levitation and similar phenomena,
and was ready, therefore, to allow of other occult powers
being possibly attained by thcse who sufficiently trained
themselves. But for admitting as much he was held up to
ridicule by a distinguished member of the Circle who followed
him on the platform.

“ None of those taking part in the discussion, except Dr.
Van Bern, scemed to be aware of any distinction whatever
between Indian Conjurers, Fakirs, and Yogis! All were
equally to be described as ‘impostors,’ clamouring for
payment !

““ With our present-day knowledge of psychic phenomrena,
and their real origin, it is not difficult to attribute this par-
ticular power of an Indian Fakir, of many years’ practice,
to its rightful source. or to understand the dislike of such
men to a{)pear in the unwholesome atmosphere of an English
music-hall, for which they have had, and refused, for years
such pressing invitations. The purer air, and sun-lit sky
of their own land is unquestionably more suited to the
development of their powers for public demonstration when
considered advisable.”

A NATIONAL TESTIMONIAL TO MR. J. J. MORSE.

The Spiritualists’ National Union have issued an appeal,
with which Licar and the London Spiritualist Alliance
cordially associate themselves. It refers to a proposed
Testimonial to Mr. J. J. Morse, the veteran medium. Old
files of this journal contain many of his trance discourses.
some of them of rare eloquence, and all notable for their
wisdom, mingled with a rich fund of humour, and their high
literary quality. We propose to refer again to Mr. J. J.
Morse’s carcer and achlevements. In the meantime we give
the circular sent out by the Union: premising that Mr.
Morse will have completed fifty years of public service in
October next, during which time the fine sane teachings of
his inspirers have immensely assisted to maintain the level
of high thinking so necessary to Spiritualism on its philo-
sophical side :--

As you are no doubt aware, our respected colleague, Mr.
J. J. Morse, has recently sustained a heavy bereavement by
the promotion (after a long illness) of his partner of forty-
seven years.

During all this time Mr. Morse has been a diligent and
faithful servant of the spirit world, and has kept our
platform dignified by a clear presentation of spiritualistic
teaching. The eloquent discourses of his chief guide, ‘“Tien,’’
and his band of spirit helpers are known througnout
Australia, New Zealand, North America and the United
Kingdom, and have done much to establish our movement.

Mr. Morse has been President of the National Federa-
tion ; he was in the chair at the iaunching of the Spiritualists’
National Union (of which he is the Vice-President); he has
also been President of the British Spiritualists’ Lyceum
Union, and was the founder of the ‘‘ Lyceum Banner.”” He
is at present the Iiditor of the ‘‘ Two Worlds,” in which
capacity he brought to a successful issue the Spiritualists’
Motor Ambulance Fund. He has held the highest offices
in the British Mediums’ Union and the Manchester District
Union, and in all capacities has given of his best.

Advancing age and the mental strain of nearly fifty years
of public work for an unpopular cause have obliged him to
curtail his activities. and the Council of the S.N.U. feel
that the present is an opportune time for Spiritualists to
testify their appreciation of faithful service.

« Practical sympathy is better than flowers on a grave.’?

We, therefore. as representative Spiritualists, invits all
friends of our body to honour one of the pioneers by sub~
scribing to a substantial purse to be presented to Mr.
Morse at an early date.

All donaiions will be received and thankfully acknow-
ledged by Mr. John Jackson,

30, Buxton-road, New Mills,

Stockport.
In the assured hope of a generous response,
We are, yours faithfully,

E. W. Oaten, President, S.N.U.: R. Boddington, S.N U.;
R. A. Owen, S.N.U.; A. W. Orr, Director, * Two Worlds ’ ;
John Jackson, Director, “ Two Worlds ”’; Jas, Lawrence,

Spiritualists’ League of Defence; W. H. Evans.

All enquiries will be ladlf answered by Mrs. A C,
Oaten, Sycamore House, Worra 1, Nr. Sheffigld,
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TO-MORROW’S SOCIETY MEETINGS.

These notices are confined to announcements of meetings on the comin
-8unday, with the addition only of other engagements in the same
week.- They are charged at the rate of 1s. for two lines (in:luding th
name of the society) and 6d. for every additional line.

Steinway Hal,, Lower Seymour-street, W. 1.—Mr. Ernest
Hunt. February 23rd, Mrs. K. A. Cannock.

The London Spiritual Mission, 18, Pembridge-place, W.2.
—11, Mr. H. G. Beard; 6.30, Miss Violet Burton. Wednes-
day, February 19th, at 7.30, Mr. Horace Leaf, lecture on
“ }I’atpx:lalxs:;.tions,” with limehght illustrations.

Spiritualist Church of the New Revealing, 181, West End
Lane, Hampstead.—Closed till first Sunday in March.

-Lewisham.—The  Priory, High-street.—6.30, Murs.
Graddon Kent

Tottenhum.—684, High-road —17, Rev. Susanna Haris.

. Camberwcll —Masonic Hall —11, service; 6.30, Mr.
Nickels. Mondai 17th, social; tickets 1s. 3d.

Kingston-on. ﬁ'ames.—-Bishop’s Hall.—6.30, Mrs.
Cannock, address and clairvoyance. :

Croydon, 11?7b, High-street.—11, service and circle;
6.30, Mr. H. Leaf.

Harrow and Wealdstone.—Gayton Rooms, Station-road
Harrow-on-the-Hill.—6.30, Mrs. Alice Jamrach, address and
clairvoyance. ’

Battersea.—45, St. John’s Hill, Clapham Junction.—
11.15, circle service; 6.30, address and clairvoyance. 20
8.15, Mrs. Neville.

I:’lolloway.—G’rovedale Hall (near Highgate Tube Station).
11.15, Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Jones; 3, Lyceum; 7, Mr. T. O.
Todd. Wednesday, 19th, at 8, Mrs. E. Neville,

Woolwich and Plumstead.—Perseverance Hall, Villas-rd.,
Plumstead.—7, Mr. R. G. Jones, address and clairvoyance.
Wednesday, 8, Mr. W. R. Matteson, address.

Brighton.—Windsor Hall, Windsor-strcet.—11.15 and 7,
Mr. F. T. Blake, addresses and descriptions. All Sunday
evening services in future will be held at the Atheneeum
Hall, North street.

Brighton Spiritualist Brotherhood.—Old Steine Hall.—
3, Lyceum; 11.30 and 7, and Monday, 7.45, Miss
ﬁubcher, addresses and clairvoyance. Tuesday, 7.45,
lecture on Astrology, Miss Samson. Thursday, 7.45,
inquirers’ questions and clairvoyance. Friday, Guild Whist

rive. Forward Movement, Atheneum Hall: February
23rd, 3 p.m.. Mr A. Vout Peters, lecture, ‘‘ Heaven, Where
is It?”’ followed by clairvoyance. Admission free. Collec-
tion. Rese ved seats, 2s. and 1s.

Oprruary.—Mr. William Haughton, of 109, Sycamore-
road, Smethwick, passed away suddenly on Tuesday, January
28th, after a very shortillness, at the age of 58 years. A most
sincere Spiritualist, he was extremely grateful for the great
joy that had come to him during his thirty years’ experiences
in Spiritualism. At the interment at Uplands Cemetery on
Sunday, a most impressive and sympathetic service was con-
ducted by Mr. Albert Cook. A goodly number of his friends
and fellow-workmen gathered to honour him and to show their
sympathy towards the bereaved widow, Mrs. Marie Haughton,
and herdaughter. Beautiful floral tributes, numbering among
them fourteen wreaths, from friends and his co-workers, ex-
pressed the great esteem in which he was held by all who knew
him. Mrs. Haughton begs to thank all friends for their kindly
thoughts of condolence in her hour of trial.

THE UNDISCOVERED COUNTRY.
A Sequence of Spirit Xifessagvf’s dlfiscribing Death and the
ter World.

Bdited by HAROLD BAYLEY.
Introduction by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.

This book is a selection of messages from the so-called *‘ dead.” It
gives straight and unequivocal answers to the everywhere-asked ques-
tions : * Does deathend all ?””  ** Where are our dead ¥” Do we go
to a happy heaven after we die ? or are we blown about, as some of the
ancients t{ought, by spiritual winds, and get glimpses of things murkily
indescribable between the gusts ?” )

| Cloth, 279 pages, 6/6 net post free.
Office of LicHT, 8, Queen Square, Southampton Row, W.C.1

NOT SILENT IF DEAD!
By H. (HAWEIS). Through the Mediumship of Parma.
*“From beginning to end it is wholesomely and ardently good.”—
. LioBT.

Fourth Edition. Cloth. 1956 pages. Price 2/i1 post free.

Office of LrcuT, 68, Queen Square, Southampton Row, W.C. 1.:

My Father :. Personal and Spiritual Reminis-

cences. By Estelle W. Stead. Cloth 378 pages, 23 4d. post :
C.1.

free. —Li1cAT Offige, 6, Qu<én Square, Southampton Row, W.C.

L E T )

“und true. You f .
* grounded conviction that there is a life after death, for
. whicii » pure and good life before death is the hest and

THE CONDUCT OF CIRCLES.

By ‘M.A. (Oxon.)!

ADVICE TO INQUIRERN

1t you wish to see whether Spiritualism e really
jugglery and imposture, try it by personal experiment.
you can get an introduction to some experienced Spiritualist
on whose good faith you can rely, ask him for advice ; and
if he is holding private circles, sesk permission to attend
one to see how to conduct séances, and what to axpect.
There is, however, difficulty in obtaining access to private
ciroles and, in any case, you must rely chiefly on experiences
in your own family circle, or amongst your own friends, all
strangers being excluded. . -

Form a ocircle of from four to eight persons, half, or as
least two, of negative, passive temperament and preferably
of the female sex, the rest of a more positive type. Sit,
positive and negative alternately, secure against disturbance,
in subdued light, round an uncovered table of convenient
size. Place the palms of the hands flat upon its uppersurface,
The hands of each sitter need not touch those of his
neighbour, though the practice is frequently adopted.

Do not concentrate attention too fixedly on the expected
manifeswstion. Engage in cheerful but not frivolous con-
versation. Avoid dispute or argument. Scepticism has no
deterrent effect, but a bitter spirit of opposition in a person
of determined will may totally stop or decidedly impede
manifestations. If conversation flags, music is a great help,
if it be agreeable to all, and not of a kind to irritate the
sensitive ear. Patience is essential, and it may be nécessary
to meet ten or twelve times at short intervals, before any-
thing occurs. If after such a trial you still fail, form a fresh
circle. An hour should be the limit of an unsuccessful séance.

If the table moves, let your pressure be so gentle on its
surface that you are sure you are not aiding its motions,
After some time you will (ﬁrobably find that the movement
will continue if your hands are held over, but not in contact
with, it. Do not, however, try this until the movement is
assured, and be in no hurry to get messages.

When you think that the time has come, let someone
take command of the circle and act as spokesman. Explain
to the unseen Intelligence that an agreed code of sigusis is
raszinble, and ask that a tilt may be given as the alphabet
is slowly repeated, at the several letters which form the
word that the Inteiligence wishes to gyell. It is convenient
to use a single tilt for No, three for Yes, and two to express
doubt or uncertainty.

When a satisfactory communication has been established,
ask if you are rightly placed, and if not, what order you
.hould tako. After this ask who the Intelligence purports
to be, which of the company is the medium, and such relevant

uestions. If confusion occurs, ascribe it to the difficult
thst cxista in directing the movements at first with exacti-
-:de. Patience will remedy this. If you only satisfy
yoursel! at first that it is possible to speak with an Intelli-
s9nce separate from that of any person present, you wil
w.ave gsined much.

Tho signals may take the form of raps. If so, use the
-ame code of signals, and ask as the raps become clear that

. :hey may be made on the table, or in a part of the room

where they are demonstrably not produced by any natural
»eans, but avoid any vexatious imposition of restriction on
{ree communication. Let the Intelligence use its own means.
it rests greatly with the sitters to make the manifestations
«levating or frivolous and even tricky.

Should an attempt be made to entrance the medium, or
.» menifest by any violent methods, ask that the attempt
sy ho defarred till you can secure the presence of some
~gperienced Spiritualist. If this request is not heeded, dis-

* wontinue the sitting. The process of developing a trance
. wnedium is one that might disconcert an inexperienced

ti:quirer.

Lastly, try the results you get by the light of Reason.
“faintain a level head and a clear ju ent. Do not believe
: .orytiing you are told, for though the great unseen world
- atains many a wise and discerning spirit, it also has in it
-5 accumulation of human folly, vanity, and error ; and
+:i& lies nearer to the surface than that which is wise and
-»0d. Distrust the free use of great names. Never for a
«:oment abandon the use of your reason. Do not enter into
very solemn investigation in & spirit of idle curiosity or
irivolity. Cultivate a reverent desire for what is pure, good,
ill be repaid if you gain only a well-

PR

wiwst proparation,
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STANDARD BOOKS SUPPLIED TO ORDER FOR CASH ONLY.

Post free -fror'n the Office of “LieHT,” 6, QuUEEN SQuaRE, SouraamMeToN Row. Lonpon, W.C. 1, at
the prices quoted. Remittances must accompany orders, otherwise they cannot be sent.

Spir-it ‘Teachings.: Through the Mediumship of
_ Wm. Stainton Moses (M.A. Oxon.). By Automstic or Passive
Writing. With a Biography by Charlton T. Speer and two full-page
portraits ; eighth edition. (,yiotg, 324 pages, 6s. 6d.

n the Threshold of the Unseen. An Ex-

amination of the Phenomensa of Spiritualism and of the Evi-
dence for Survival after Death. By 8ir William Barrett, F.R.8.
Cloth, 338 pages, 8s.

Psychical Investigations. Some Personally-

Observed Proofs of Survival, By J. Arthur Hill. Cloth, 288
pages, 6s. 6d.

fan is a Spirit. A Collection of spontaneous

cases of Dream, Vision and Ecstasy, By J. Arthur Hill, Cloth,
199 pages, 5s. 5d. : .

piritualism : Its History, Phenomena and

Doctrine. By J. Acthur Hill. Introduction by 8ir A. Conan
Doyle. Cloth, 270 pages, 8s.

The Harmonial Philosophy. A Compendium and

Dglesb of the Works of Andrew Jackson Davis, the American
Seer. .

The Religion of To-Morrow. By W. J. Colville.

Cloth, 320 pages, 4s 11d.

oth 424 pages, 1ls. :

Human Magnetism ; or, How to Hypnotise. A
Practical Handbook for Students of Mesmerism. By Professor
James Coates. With Ten Plates, showing induotion of phenomena,
Experimental and Curative. Third Edition. Cloth, 6s. 6d.

Seeing the Invisible. Practical Studies in Psz-

chometry, Thought Transference, Telepathy, and Allied P
oates, Ph.D., F.A.S. Cloth, 6s. 6d.

Photographing the Invisible. Practical Studies

in Spirit Photogra:})hy, Spirit Portraiture and other Rare, but
6d

nomena. By James

Allied Phenomena. By James Coates, Ph.D., F.A.8. With 90 photo-
graphs. Cloth, 6s. 6d.

The Gift of the Spirit. Essays by Prentic
Mulford. _Edited by A. E. Waite. ds. 11d. A

eminiscences. By Alfred Smedley. Includ-

' ing an account of Marvellous Spirit Manifestations, 1s.3d.

The Little Pilgrim in the Unseen. By Mrs.
Oliphant. Cloth, 2s. 3d. . )

fter Death. New Enlarged Edition of Letters
from Julia, Qiven through W, T Stead. Cloth, 3s. 11d.

Practica.l Hypnotism. Teaching eighteen differ-

ent methods of inducing Mesmerism or Hypnotism. - By O Hashnu
Hara. 1s. 5d.

Practical Psychometry : Its Value and How it

is Mastered. By O Hashnu Hara. 1s. 5d.

Practical Yoga. A Series of Thoroughly

Practical Lessons upon the Philosophy and Practice of Yoga with
s chapter devoted to Persian Magic. By O Hashnu Hara, 1s. 5d.

here Two Worlds Meet. Bridging the Gulf

between Matter and Spirit. By Sir William Earnshaw Cooper.
Cloth, 4s.6d. ~

The Voices. A Sequel to Glimpses of the Next

State. Accounts of Sittings for the Direct Voice in 1912-13. By
Vice-Admiral W, Usborne Moore. Cloth, 461 pages, 4s.

AR

Sp"é’a&kin’g Across the Border Line. Letters from
a Husband in Spirit Life to His Wife on Earth. Paper covers,
2s. 3d. Art Linen Binding, 3s. 4d.

Not Silent, if Dead.. By H. (Haweis). Through

the Mediumship of Parma. Cloth, 2s. 11d.

e Human Aura and the Significance of
Colour. By W. J. Colville, 1s. 45d.

Course of Practical Psychic Instructjon.
Cloth, Ts. . ,

,Spiritualism.» A Philosophy of Life. By W

(J H. Evans, Cloth, 76 pages, 1s. 24d.

Thrdugh the Mists, or Leaves from the Auto-
biography of a Soul in Paradise. Recorded for the Author. By

R. J. Lees. Cloth, 4s ' . . :

The Life Elysian. Being More Leaves from the

Autobiography of a Soul in Paradise.- Recorded for the authop
by R. J. Lees. Cloth, 335 pages, 4s. 5d. : !

Lifev and Spiritual Experiences of E. Dawson
Rogers, Cloth, 6d. : A ‘

Our Life After Death. By the Rev..
Chambers. Cloth, 3s. 11d.

ur Self after Death,
Chambers. 170 pages, 1s. »9d.v ]

\7isions, Previsions and Miracles in Modern
Times. By E. Howard Grey,D.D.S. Cloth; 632pages, 8s. 8d. -

Hafed, Prince of Persia; His- Experience. in.
Earth-Life and Spirit-Life, being Spirit Communications received

through Mr. David Sgow :
With an Appendix containing communications from the 8p
Ruisdal and Steen. 592 pp., 8s. 6d. post free. - .

Objections to Spiritualism Answered. By H. A.

Dallas. Boards, 128 pages, 1s.-84d. :

Arthur

By the Rev. Arthur.

Duguid, the. Glasgow "l‘rance-Paintinf ::{A w::a. ‘
rit o

fl‘elepathy, Genuine and Fraudulent. By W.
Wortley Baggally. With preface by Sir O. Lodge. Cloth, 8¢
pages, 3s. 8d.

I Heard a Voice ; or, The Great Exploration. By,
a King's Counsel, _Spirit Communications by automatic writing,
through his two young daughters. Cloth, 212 pages, 6s 11d. :

ur Living Dead. Talks with Unknown Friends.
By E. Katharine Bates. Preface by General Sir Alfred Turaer.
Cloth, 160 pages, 2s. 8d

y Father. Personal and Spiritual Reminis-
cences. By Estelle W. Stead. The life of W. T. Stead. Cloth,
3178 pages, 2s. 34d. :

Gone West. Three Narratives of After-Death’

Experiences. Communicated.to J. -§. M. Ward, B.A." Cloth, .

359 pages, 5s. 6d.

Transmitted by writing’
through M. E. Introduction by Ellis T. Powell, LL.B., D.Sc. 96
pages, 1s. '?Qd. .

Phe New Revelation.
Cloth, 170 pages, 55 4d.

rivate Dowding. A Plain Record of the After-
Death Experiences of a Soldier. Cloth, 109 pages, 2s. 10d.

eachings of Love.

By Sir A. Conan Doyle.

There is noDeath. By Florence Marryat. Cloth,

265 pages, 2s. 10d.

The Ministry of Angels Here and Beyond. By

a Hospital Nurse (Joy). 174 pages, 2s. 24d.

hantasms of the Living. By Edmund Gurney,

F. W. H. Myers. and F. Podmore. Abridged edition, prepared by
Mrs. Henry Sidgwick. Dealing with Teleputhy and Apparitions;.
16 Spirit Drawings. Cloth 520 pages, 16s.6d. - .

he Undiscovered Country. A Sequence of
Spirit Messages describing Death and the After World. Edited.
by Harold Bayley. Cloth, 270 pages, 6s. 6d.

hristianity and Spiritualism. History of the

Gospol’s Secret Doctrine of Christianity, Intercourse with Spirits

of the Dend, Thé New Revelation. By Leon Denis. Cloth, 286 pages,.
4s.5d. .

Here and Hereafter. A Treatise on Spiritual.

Philosophy, offering a Scientific and Rational Solution of the.
Problem of Lite and Death, By Leon Denis, Cloth, 4s. 5d. .
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