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NOTES BY THE WAY.

At last we can wish all our friends and readers a Merry
Christmas without a mind clouded by the knowledge that
the war had made the old greeting something of a mockery.
True the times are still distempered and the world in a
state of fermentation, but the greater agony has departed
and we can forget the smaller troubles for a time. We can
even find cause for hope and comfort from them, for we
have little doubt that out of the general ferment, as out of
an alchemist's crucible, new and wondrous things will
eventually come. For generations mystics and prophets
have seen the coming of a Woman’s Age—an Era of Femi-
nine Rule—and now we have the first proofs of the reality
of the Vision— female suffrage and women in Parliament.
The war hastened the thing, as it has hastened many other
great social developments. It was a bitter price to pay for
them, but perhaps we shall not grudge the price when in
time to come we realise that the way of war was 'the only
way.” Well, the war has passed, and we have peace not
an unclouded one, but great enough by contrast to warrant
all the good wishes of the season in the good old way : A
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.”

- « - -

In a “ Note by the Way” we wrote in Light of
December 21st, 1912 (it seems a century ago now), we
lamented that the old, warm homespun simplicities of
Christmas had suffered eclipse under the artificialities of an
age of wealtli and luxury. The case is somewhat altered
to-day. We have less of the feast of the body and the
famine of the soul. We have got nearer to the simple
heart of things, and multitudes this Yule-tide will find joy
in matters that before the war they might have regarded
with a disdainful smile. In spite of all the clashing of
interests, social and political, vast numbers of people have
been brought together in sympathy and fellowship by the
scourge of a common affliction. ‘ One touch of Nature ”
lias made them kin. The ‘ Great Revelation " has also
played a wondrous part. It has transmuted poetry into
fact. Longfellow and Tennyson, and many another poet,
are being justified of their visions. The ‘ vacant chairs” in
many a household are no longer a mournful spectacle ns of
old. The dead have come hack,” or rather wo are just
awakening to the knowledge that they never went away. To
many it "ill ho like the awakening iron; a sad dream,

- - « -

In the issuo of Light to which wo Imvo alluded wo
wrote in the lender (“ Christmas Ghosts” wo called it),and
we n"lI'Q no lII'0,ogy for reproducing the words :

fio».»day« our spiritimi soienee has boon busy in reduein
»nr Ol thO spiritual world to reason and method. TI,
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ghosts have been “called to order.” “The twelve o'clock
rule” has been suspended. The relationship of spirits to
time having been called into question, the “witching hour”
has been found to have no special significance, nor has
chanticleer been shown, on scientific investigation, to have
any real powers as an exorcist. Even the ghost’s repre-
hensible habit of appearing in the garments of mortal life
(“as though there could he ‘ghasts of clothes’ ” 11 has been
explained and shown to be quite in accordance with the laws
of thought; and the objections of the scoffer—whose chief
defect is want of imagination—scientifically settled.

We have rationalised the ghost and found him to be as
truly man as when he walked tile earth clad in this muddy
vesture of decay.

In the six years that have elapsed sinei the appearance
of the article, psychic science has made great strides. We
need only refer to the experiments of Dr. Crawford in
Belfast, and those of Dr. Geley of Paris, not so well
known, but of which we may have more to say in the near

future.

We quoted recently Professor Tyndall’s remarks in his
famous Belfast address in regard to those persons who sup-
pose that clearness of exposition in a statement is equiva-
lent to want of depth. Looking through the Belfast
address we come across other passages appropriate to
various phases of our subject. Sir Oliver Lodge some time
ago said that Science could not tike account of theological
signboards.  Here is what Tyndall said to his audience in
Belfast:—

In the course of this address | have touched on debatable
questions and led you over what will tie deemed dangerous
ground, and this partly with a view of telling you that, as
regards these questions. Science claims unrestricted right
of search. For Science, however, no exclusive claim is
here made. You are not uiged to erect it into an idol. Tile
inexorable advance of man’s understanding in_the path of
knowledge and those unquenchable claims of his moral and
emotional nature which the understanding can never satisfy
are here equally set forth. The world embraces not only a
New ton but a Shakespeare, not only a Boyle hut a Raphael,
not only a Kant but a Beethoven, not only a Darwin hut a
Carlyle. Not in each of those but in all is human nature
whole. They arc not opposed but supplementary, not
mutually exclusive but reconcilable.

There is a catholicity about these statements which
might he commended to some distinguished scientists of
to-day.

THIRTY YEARS AGO.
From "Light” or Deckmdrr 22nd, 1888)

Mr. Rider Haggard has been
or. more accurately, ho is in
Personally
There

According to the “Echo”
making a mummy sit up,
possession of a mumniy that is alleged to sit up.
we do not believe a word of a story which is objectless.
is a method in the manners of spirits:—

“Mr. Rider Haggard has so the story runs— a mummy;
and whilst engaged upon one of his romances lie was disturbed
by a noise «lining from the place where the mumniy was
deposited, and on looking round lie saw this relie of
Immunity sitting upright in its ease. The mummy, on being
observed, resumed a recumbent attitude, ami Mr. Haggard
shortly after retired to bed. In tile night dismal sounds
came from the study, wiiere somebody or something—
whether of this world or the next was. as our American
cousins would say, 'raising Cain.” The next morning, on
the study door being unlocked it was carefully fastened the
night before a curious spectacle met the eye. Tile mummy
WabsI no longer in the case, hut lay at full length upon the
table.”

hr is had metal that is not the better for hammering,—
D LLOVI) (ilyoltOu.
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CLAIRVOYANT DESCRIPTIONS:
TELEPATHIC FALLACY.

THE

Although | do not possess the wide experience of Mr. -I.

Arthur Hill. I should like to supplement his criticism tp 382)
by some reflections which occurred to me on reading, in the
S.P.ll. “Journal” for June, Professor Jacks’ article in which

he states that he has become more and more convinced that
the descriptions of spirit forms at clairvoyant seances
emanate purely from the sitter’s mind.

He has come to this conclusion because he considers that
people are not sufficiently aware of their otra appearance to
la- able to impress the medium’s mini! with such an exact
and minute description as is obtained. He argues that if
people in the earth life are unable to give a minute descrip-
tion of themselves, still less would spirits be able to do so,
drawing from their recollection and memory only.

It will be seen that Professor Jacks’ theory is based on
two premisses, neither of which is examined and discussed
exhaustively by him. Indeed, they are stated almost as in-
disputable facts.

To take the first premiss: —

I do not agree with Professor Jacks that descriptions
are invariably, or even ns a general rule, as minute as he
states. | have even read criticism to the effect that clair-
voyant descriptions are too often vague enough to fit a great
number of persons, and that in a large séance one out of the
audience is likely to imagine that a given description is of a
person he has known I only mention this ns an illustration
of the self-opposing objections raised to the spirit hypothesis.

From my reading, and from my own personal experiences,
I find that the descriptions, although correct as far as they
go, are given rather in general terms than in great minutise
of detail, and are usually supplemented by the exhibition to
the clairvoyant of some article, such ns a ring or a brooch,
or a particular flower perhaps, or by the description of some
characteristic gesture, which conveys to the sitter the con-
viction of identity. It is quite usual for these descriptions
to come as a surprise to the sitter; the things described were
quite certainly not in his conscious mind. Conversely, points
connected with the spirit which are very prominently in the
conscious miud of the sitter rarely or never emerge during
the séance.

To avoid the spirit hypothesis, we are diiven from the
explanation of simple telepathy from the conscious mind of
the sitter, cither to teleputhy from his uncunsciuus mind, or
to a power on the part of the medium to rummage ahout
in the subconscious mind of the sitter, although in the latter
case it is not clear how the clairvoyant’s mind knows what
to take and what to reject. In any case, we enter mysterious
and debatable ground, and we have absolutely no experi-
mental facts to support these theories about the powers ot the
subconscious mind.

Again, it frequently happens that the article described
is not known to, or recognised by, the sitter, and is subse-
quently identified only after a search, or by recourse to a
third person. Akin to these cases are those quoted by Mr.
Hill of persons veridically described to him whom he had
never know n.

To explain such cases, it is necessary to depart still further
from the simple telepathic theory and to invent “ thought
transference at a distance.” It becomes necessary to assume
that a medium can reach out to the one person, at the
moment unknow n either to medium or sitter, who happens to
possess the information, and that the medium can extract
this information and give it to the sitter.

In the last resort, there are cases in which the fact
revealed is not known to any living individual. Such cases
are naturally very rare and are obviously extremely difficult
to verify. As u rule, a little scepticism as to the facts, or
a stretching of the hypothesis of latent memories, is con-
sidered sufficient to dispose of these cases; or recourse is
had to the hypothesis of a cosmic reservoir of memories, a
kind of reference library accessible at will to the seer! What
an index it must have, and what a gifted librarian, whoever
he may be!

The point I want to make is that it is neither fair nor
scientific to treat parts of a psychic manifestation in water-
tight compartments; they are too closely inter-connected
for that; a hypothesis, to be satisfactory, must cover all
the facts.

To deal with the second premiss of Professor Jacks, |
must assume that there does exist a certain number of cases
in which tile description of the spirit form is so minute that
it is difficult to believe that the spirit could have such an
intimate knowledge of his own appearance. Of course,
it is very much a matter of opinion, and Professor Jacks

has not given examples in sufficient detail to enable one to
form a judgment. But is it so certain that people in these
days of photography are as ignorant of the details of their
personal appearance as Professor Jacks would lend us to
believe? A learned Professor, such as he. mnv take* little
or no interest in his personal appearance, hut the exigencies
of their toilet, plus a little natural vanity, almost compel
ladic- to study their nppearanev very closely, while most

h t
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men have to look at themselves in a mirror every day
shaving, or when tying an evening tie.

As to whether a person could describe his appearance
correctly and in detail it would seem to depend on Insgiftd
observation and power of visualising, which differ so muh
in different people.

I think there are three lines of investigation by «hid
some light would be thrown on the subject;

1 By ascertaining through experiment to what edent
and in what detail living persons can give, descriptions of
themselves

2. By ascertaining whether sitters who possess egp
Bonnily developed powers of “visualisation” obtain fram
clairvoyants better and more minute descriptions of st
forms than those whose powers of visualisation are nmerkedy
deficient.

;t. By recording cases in which a statement made by tre
medium is in accordance with the belief of the sitter, adis
one which should be known to the alleged spirit, but which
turns out to he incorrect in fact.

Such cases, if found to occur, would go some way 0
support the theory of the influence of the sitter’'s mind ;
that of the medium.

C. K. B. (Colonell.

PALACES IN PARADISE:

ST. THOMAS.

A LEGEND OF

To-day (December 21st) is the festival of St. Thores,
instituted in the twelfth century. In pictorial art ths
saint is represented holding a builder’s square, and in acoor-
dance with the follow ing legend, he is regarded as the patron
saint of architects and builders: —

When St. Thomas was at Caesarea, our Lord appeared
unto him and said : “The king of the Indies, Gondoforus,
hath sent his provost, Abanes, to seek for workmen wdl
versed in architecture, who shall build for him a palace firer
than that of the Emperor at Rome. Behold now, | will sad
thee to him.” And St. Thomas went, and Gondoforus com
manded him to build a magnificent palace and gave hm
much gold and silver for the purpose. The King went to
a distant country and was absent for two years; and &
Thomas, meanwhile, instead of building a palace, distributed
all the treasures entrusted to him among the poor and sick
and when the King returned he was full of wrath, ad
commanded that St. Thomas should be seized and cast into
prison, while he meditated for him a horrible death. Mean
while the brother of the King died, and tlu- King resolved
to erect for him a magnificent tomb ; but the dead man, after
that he had been dead four days, suddenly rose, sat upright,
and said to the King : "The man whom thou wouldst torture
is a servant of God; behold | have been in Paradise, and tre
angels showed unto me a wondrous palace of gold, silver
and precious stones; and they said : ‘This is tlu- palace thet
Thomas, the architect, has built for thy brother, King
Gondoforus.” ” And when the King heard those words e
ran to the prison, and delivered the apostle, and then &
Thomas said to him : “ Knowest thou not that tlu-y who woud
possess heavenly things have little care for the goods of ths
world? There are in heaven rich palaces without numrber
which were prepared from the beginning of the world for
those who purchase the possession thereof through faith ad
charity. Thy riches, O King, may prepare thy way to suh
a place, but they cannot follow thee thither.”

KnR.cn m. -In the paragraph on p. 395. referring to tre
Witchcraft and Vagrancy Acts, “p. -riSr" is mentioned. It
should of course be p. 383

“Symbolism.” by Pamkla Glrnconnkr.—TIu paper on
Symbols, their Legend and Mystery, which was read by Lady
Gleneonner at a meeting on the 4th_ July last at her
residence, 34, Queen Anne's Gate, S.W., and reported in
l.ioht, has now been published in book form with additional
matter, price Is., or Is. 2d. post free, and can be obtainel
at this office.

Thk Wisuom of Shuvkfspkahk.—"Twelfth Night." no»
Wring so finely plaved at the Court Theatre, has some very
caustic touches. For instance the Lady Olivia, inconsolable
at the death of her brother, is annoyed with her jester ad,
when he appears before her, bids her attendants "Take anay
the fool." "Do vou not In-ar, fellows?" he retorts, "Take
away the lady.” Asked what he means, he replies that he
does' not wear motley in his brain, and is prepared to prove
that she. not he, is the real fool. “Good madonna, whv
mouriu-st thou?" ' Good fool, for my brother’s death." "1
think his soul is in hell, madonna.” "1 know his soul isin
heaven, foal.” “The more fool, madonna, to mourn for
your bruther’s soul heing in heaven. Take away the fool,
gentlemen !"  Was ever the selfishness that masquerades &
affection more neatly rebuked? And how admirable is
Mulvolio's sententious reply when naked what he thinks o<
the opinion of Pvthngorus that "the soul of our grandam
might haply inhabit a bird "J think nnblv of the soul, J
and in no way approve tu» opinion,” There is wisdom in» ¢
nutshell.
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MUSIC AND THE SOUL.

Address iiy Du. Ellis T. Powell.

At the Sunday afternoon concert at the Albert Hall,

ChfUoM on the 21th lilt., Dr. Ellis T. Powell delivered an
Client address on the above subject. Lieut. Stickler's
Hww band gave a selection of classical music at intervals
i,ring the afternoon.

Or. Powell said that even if our sense of beauty had
arophied and we had all become deaf, we must gather from
jerod literature that there was some connection between
,sic and the spirit.  For music was the only art which the
jcred writings contemplated as practised beyond the grave,
fti seer of Patmos pictured the heavenly harpers harping
nth their harps (Rev. xiv. 2); and the whole scene gave us
,hint in which direction to look for the secret of the influence
i music upon the spirit. For the celestial harpers played
morder to elevate the souls which shared in a great and

elern ceremonial. His hearers would remember George

Hiots words:—

“ 0. may | join the choir invisible
Whose music is the gladness of the world.”

With the same solemn aspiration did the world’'s Redeemer
iter the last sad supper join in the singing of a hymn
Wore He went out to Oethsemane, betrayal, and the cross.

To-day (continued the speaker) we commemorate nearly
100000 of our kith and kin who during the last four years
issed through Oethsemane to join the choir invisible; and
v', if any, of us can have heard the opening chords of
“hopin's splendid and stately masterpiece without a sudden
ipnunsing of the spirit, as though we were entering the
earer presence of those whom | will not call the dead, but
> our fellow citizens in the Great Deyond. | think Canon
liuttlewortk was right when he said that ‘‘the music which
strangely stirs us is a ‘broken light’' of the eternal beauty,
gleam of which surely shone upon the dying eyes of Charles
Gingsley, as he murmured at the last, ‘How beautiful
odis!’ "

| wonder if it would be possible, with the utmost rever-
Jtv to analyse these “ ‘broken lights’ of the eternal
eauty” into their constituent rays, and see whither the
mlysis will carry us? Lamartiue says that music is the
iterature of the heart: it commences where speech ends,
hen we hear good music our thoughts transcend all utter-
nce. A\e have no words. At first sight we seem in the
resence of an insoluble mystery. It cannot be merely the
ound which stirs our emotions, for sound is but the physical
ibrations of the atmosphere. Nobody has posed the
juestion better than the late Cardinal Newman: "Is it
ossible that that inexhaustible evolution and disposition of
1otes, so rich and yet so simple, so intricate yet so regulated,
p various yet so majestic, should be a mere sound which is
one and perishes? Can it be that those mysterious stirrings
f heart, and keen emotions, and strange yearnings after
o know not what, and awful impressions from we know not
hence, should be wrought in us by what is unsubstantial,
nd comes and goes, and begins and ends in itself? It is not
0. it cannot be. No, they have escaped from some higher
phere: they are the outpourings of eternal harmony in the
nedium of created sound; they are echoes from our home

something are they besides themselves, which we cannot
onipass, which we cannot utter.”

“Something besides themselves.” Yes, and what?
~ollow me closely, and | will try, perhaps in halting and
mperfect words, to tell you. Nearly, if not quite, all the
bhenomena with which we are acquainted are produced by
/ibrations. The agitation or vibration of the air produces
sound  The lowest rate of vibrations which we sense as a
nusical note—a deep bass sound is about All per second;
vhile the highest treble note in a piano gives about 4,000
s/ibrations per second. The highest frequency of vibration
vhich the human ear can recognise is about 70,000 per second.
Then there comes a huge gap, full of vibrations at ever-
ncreasing rate, but nil of them outside the sensitiveness
of any organ that we possess. At last we go beyond vibra-
tions in the air, and eome to vibrations in the ether of space
_that marvellous and mysterious medium, infinitely liner
than our finest known gas, which tills all the spare between ns
snd the sun and the planets and the stars And here, when

vibrations reach the inconceivable speed of 4tH billion
Dcr sc,sind, they omv again begin to affect one of our organs
tli,. »ye. The vibrations are sensed as light From 4K
billion vibrations pci second (giving us the sensation of red)
in to TOO billion vibrations per second (giving us the sensa-
, »| viol't) they remain within our cognisnnee; and then
again our sense-organs fail, and we are blind to all

2 iCl .lions bevend that speed.
TL lllind? Yes, but not insensible. For what an- those
vibrations? | am convinced lhal sonic of them an-
ctight- *I" k,T V h»', thought can ilv from mind In
"I istthici “f spoken utterance lLv »l.al is railed
thy- Tlw moUu'r knows that her hoy is ill, though he
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Mother and sou have their vibrations “ timed”
to each other so that they blend in harmony and
answer to one another. What music does is to quicken
the thought vibrations, so that they come into tunc with the
vibrations of another sphere than the earthly. In other
words, they lift the soul into momentary contact with its
own eternal home, they enable it, as it were, to catch a
breath of its native atomsphere, and to be at once calmed
ami solemnly reinvigorated thereby.

Here Dr. Powell asked his audience not to think that this
was a beautiful scientific romame. Closer even than the
scientists to the immortal core of things were the poets, and
he summoned Shakespeare and Milton "two whose names
command reverence wherever our glorious English tongue is
spoken or our splendid English history known' as
witnesses to the soundness of his argument. Then lie passed
to “one last daring suggestion” :—

If music lifts the spirit into tune with the higher spheres,
does it bring also a spiritual contact with those who have
gone before—so many through the avenue of the supreme
sacrifice, during the last four years? | would not dare to
answer that question if | were not as sure of mv ground as
in affirming any recognised and accepted scientific truth. |
say without hesitation, and not one solitary intellectual qualm

Ye«! Do the boys know the tidings of victoryt Yes! lee
they know that we here to-day are rendering our tribute first
of sorrow, gratitude, and affection, as voiced for us in
Chopin’s tender chords, and then of pride and praise and
thanksgiving, soon to be interpreted in tu> majestic strains
of the Hallelujah Chorus? Yes! Before we knew it in Eng-
land, the news of victory was flying through the world
whither 700,010 of our best have gone. Every thought that
has gone out from an aching heart this afternoon towards
friend, brother, husband, father, sweetheart, has reached
its mark, borre on swift spirit vibrations straight as the
arrow to the target. let us cease to think or speak
of our war heroes as “dead.“ They are not dead they art'

more alive than we.

is miles away.

the ethf.r and the unsf.en world.

Writing of the “Ethereal and the Material in the
current number of the “Occult Review, Mr. 11 B. Span des-
cribes the Fnseen World as being composed of ether. It
is an invisible world because it is conditioned and governed
bv vibrations beyond the reach of our senses. The sight of
tiie human eye is limited to vibrations of a certain range,
likewise the human car, so all life in a higher state ol vibra-
tion is invisible and Inaudible. The link between the seen
and the unseen worlds is electricity, which interpenetrates
both. Thought is mi electrical discharge, and by its concen-
tration messages can be transmitted between the two worlds
and the matter of the one or the ether of the other influenced
or controlled. Life in the ethereal world is similar to life
in this for the simple reason that human spirits are not
changed hy the transition of death, and retain their old
ideas, tastes and habits, and on arriving in the ethereal
world they unconsciously form their surroundings by mentally
moulding the ether around them into the things they have
chiefly in their minds and imaginations. There is good
reason for supposing that every human being has an ethereal
body beneath the physical one, which is an exact counter-
part of the material living person. This "astral double,
as it is generally termed, is able to art at long distance- from
the physical body and make itself visible, audible and tangible
to other people. Mr. Span's article is of service, as it

enable* us to realise how close and intimate is the relation
between matter and ether, mind and spirit.

THE US.A° MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT FUND.

The L.S.A. Council and Light gTatefullv acknowledge the
following donation :—
£ a d
In memory of Dick and Tommy (per Mr.
and Mrs. T. Ritchie)...cccocoeeiiiinieeenns
In memory of my sister, Kate David-
son Pow 0

Mr. A A ZIktfrs Much regie* was fell bv all who
gathered in the hall attached to the rooms of tho Alliance on
the afternoon of the 12th inst. on learning that Dr. Vanstonc
had met with an accident and would therefore be unable to
fill his engagement. The disappointment, however, was
largely atoned for hv Mr. A. Font Peter* kindly consenting
to fill the vacant plate. Mr. Peters spoke on the tremendous
revolution which acquaintance with the facts of Spiritualism
wrought in the ideas of many persons, hon it opened up to
them a vast realm of life, the existenceof which thev had till
then not suspected, and invested all the facts of our present
existence with new and wider meanings He then proceeded
to give a large number of elairvovant delineations, some of
them of a very striking rharaeter; practically all of them
were recognised.
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London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd.,
6. QUEEN SQUARE. SOUTHAMPTON ROW, W.C. I.

The Alliance possesses the largest Library In existence of occult,
mystical, and psychical books. Members’ annual subscription £1 1s.

For prospectus, syllabus of meetings, classes, &c, apply to the
Secretary.

CHRISTMAS: ENTR'ACTE.

The great war is over at last, and we are confronted
with its aftermath of problems, religions, social and
politictl. Bat even with these there is, by contrast with the
mighty tragedy that began in August, 1914, a great peace.
The gigantic crisis is over; the small crises look smaller by
comparison. They are serious enough in all conscience—
they involve the re-making of the world ; but i'uletide is
here. Let them go for the time. We cannot hope to
catch again the “ fine, careless rapture” of the Christ-
mases of old. Something of the ancient glamour has
gone, nnd it is not yet time for the advent of that newer
spirit which will turn the songs and sayings about peace on
earth, goodwill, fellowship, nnd all the beautiful dreams into
living realities.

We are like travellers who, after fighting our way
through a terrific storm, arrive, when it has nearly blown
itself out, at nightfall at an inn, and can spend a few hours
by the inn fire. We c.m still hear the rumble of the wind
without; there is a fusillade of rain on the windows; the
house shakes and rattles with the last fierce gusts. We
are sore and shaken with all we have gone through, and
glad of a brief rest nnd the warmth of the chimney corner.

Let us ignore the outside world for a little space and
try nnd forget our troubles. We cm do that not so well by
some violent effort of expulsion as by quietly turning our
bucks upon them for a few hours. We have some sublime
things to think of, some magnificent visions of events yet
to come with which to entertain ourselves if we list. But
for the moment we will not even think about them. They
belong to the future and abide their time. This is a pause
—an interlude. We will be quiet nnd possess our souls in
peace ; we will recruit our energies, for in the grey of the
morning we must start again on the road.

Someone has drawn aside the blind, nnd looked out.
The storm is still muttering in the distance, nnd the skies
are yet black nnd threatening. But in the east there is a
little rift in the clouds and a stir is shining thiough. It
is the stir we followed through the night, and which led us
to the place we have reached. Who knows? The morrow
may dawn in splendour the pledge and promise of many
a golden morrow to come.

FROM THE LIGHTHOUSE WINDOW.
“Oner in a drrury camp, wot with mud and filth, | hoard
Mime xoldii’P» talk mix They were urging point« in Spirit-
unliurn with nn entnuginiun that would have delighted Sir
Oliver 1/»fLe.” (Kroir. an article “The .Joy of Talk,” by
Mune Han i§0n in “The. Daily Chrgnicle” of trle 14tn inat.)

In the “ Kvoning New«” of the IIth inat., Mias Lind-af-
llueohv, intervowed on the rtibject of the Drug Peril, ex-
pro**e«l the viiw that drug-taking had increased because
iifoplc wished to escape from the women of everyday life.
The deadly rlabit could peat be overcome by edgcation.

Mmn lii.id-uf-Hagchy, by the way,
(OUtiteroct another danger, that of
threatened by the new Ministry ol Health. Mrs Mona
Cnifd in ,]' Bin ol thi 14th inat, hu lomo itroog
words on the subject: “ Nothing len* than a medical InquiHi-
tion in now threatened......... I hc proponed Ministry of Health
doc« constitute a danger to our liberties.” Those who are
acquainted uith thw» progruti.iuc of the new Ministry will
know what is meant

ia working hard to
a medical tyranny

. i

A new light on the nrophetic vision is shed by a hook
we were recently rending, “ Hetniniscence* of the Old
Country,” bv Ituth Kuck. in which, writing of the Coiawold
Hills, the author»... says “A Homan coin was found here
not in.iiiv veins ago ticiiring the date ii.i IHTi." The designri
ol that coin must have looked into the future with some
success 1
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CONDITIONS IN THE NEXT WORLD.

A Note os “Claude’'s Book.”*

Just hoiv fur we are to accept ns literally correct the
many accounts which are now “coming through” from the
unseen world is a difficult question. Of the substantial
reality of that world we have now overwhelming proof.
Human intelligence has demonstrated itself in the form of
individual and characteristic communications times without
number. We know that the so-called dead live, and they
must live somewhere. Some of the more advanced minds
in that state have told us their world is primarily a mental
world. This carries us some little distance towards compre-
hension, but not very far. We see the possibility of grada-
tions whereby, in the processes of human evolution, the
physical is gradually and imperceptibly merged into those
finer forms which we term the mental and spiritual. Ore
of our best-known and trusted communicators from that
world frequently descants on the power of thought, and the
extent to which it conditions for the thinker his surroundings
in the spirit world, or at any rate his sense of those surround-
ings. On the other hand, we have reputed authorities who
would away With all these “cloudy metaphysics” and who
stoutly contend for the material objectivity of the next state.
The spirit house is not formed by the life and thought of the
spirit. Nothing of the sort. It is built just as a house here
is built by mechanical skill and labour. Are the spirit’s robes
the product of the spiritual life and character growing
from the interior being as the flower from its stenf?
“Nonsense!” say the authorities we have in mind. They
are woven at looms and fabricated just as are clothes in this
world.

It is no great matter. The primary fact for us is that
the spirit goes on and “not to die.” Its communications
clearly come from a region outside of the purely physical
order and are consequently indescribable except by reference
to physical terms, a point to be borne in mind whenever we
have to pass opinion on communications coming, or pur-
porting to come, from the next state of human evolution.

In a letter from Sir Oliver Lodge which prefaces Mrs.
Kelway-Bamber's book of messages from her son, he writes

“You are of course aware that no sort of infallibility is
attributable to such utterances, but they are undoubtedly
instructive; andjrhilosophers of high standing have urged that
statements of this kind ought to be made accessible. They
represent at worst a psychological phenomenon; while at
best they convey the impressions of an eager new-comer to
the other side, who, with a gift of vivid statement, is
anxious to convey to you as much as he has so far learnt
about the conditions which at his particular stage of develop-
ment are encountered there.”

It is unlikely, Sir Oliver points out, that in dealing with
scientific or philosophic fact the communicator has arrived at
much of importance, but concerning elementary details, his
testimony agrees in the main with that of others.

That is certainly true. The messages are clear, straight-
forward, human, and characteristic of the young soldier as
he was known to his friends on earth. He had that type of
intelligence which one would imagine would be apt in con-
veying impressions of his new life. He gives us much of
interest, his remarks throwing suggestive lights on some of
the questions that concern the more thoughtful investiga-
tors, who desire to know not only the fact but its why ad
wherefore. The reality of the communicator is attested by
certain evidential messages not quoted, but referred to by
Sir Oliver Lodge. The book will nave its message for many
who at present grieve as those without hope, and will perhaps
afford fresh material for students of the psychological sine
of the question, those serious investigators who look for a
unifying principle which will reconcile such conflicts of testi-
mony concerning tho nature of the next life ns those alluded
to above. This will apply especially to the question of rein-
carnation positively affirmed and ns positively denied by
communicators who have made manifest their sincerity and
intelligence as independent beings, in no way creations of the
minds of the mediums. On such divergences wo must, rs
impartial observers, bold our judgment in suspense, taking a
lesson from ordinary earth experience where events -
especially unusual events are liable to be reported in contra-
dictory terms, and where the psychological action of mind
upon mind is the source of no much that prevents n clear
understanding even of tho world in which we now live.

It is the heart and not the_ brain
That to the highest doth attain

Ami o o
Kar Ax<oHPh nil %@t mest. behest

lonokrt.iow.
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MR. BLIGH BOND'S NEW SCRIPT.

A Philosophy op Life.

Shortly after the publication of “The Gate of Remem-
brance,” a new series of automatic writings was initiated at
tre suggestion of Sir William Barrett. Mr. .John Alleyne
«@s again the automatist. The subject was not defined, but
@s left to the freewill of the communicating intelligence,
though it must be said that Sir Wm. Barrett's suggestion
rather implied a possible continuance of the Glastonbury
revelations. A new and stringent condition was imposed in
these experiments. During the whole course of the thirty-
six or more sittings of the series, it was my practice to read
continuously to Mr. Alleyne from some book which | chose
for the purpose of distracting his normal attention entirely
from the writing, thus dissociating the conscious from the
subconscious mind to the greatest extent possible. And this
practice not only did not impede the writing, but actually
assisted its production, and it was observed many times that
the free and continuous flow of the script commenced simul-
taneously with the reading. The matter obtained forms a
coherent series of essays on the Interaction of Spirit and
Matter, and allied themes, and embodies a remarkable
philosophy offering a solution of many of the questions which
are now actively occupying the attention of thinking people.
One of the aspects of this interaction is concerned with the
Occlusion of Thought, or, more particularly, the Occlusion of
Memory, in its material environment. The substance of the
teaching seems to harmonise very well with the ideas
suggested in Mr. Campion’s letter to Light of the 2drd ult.
The script has been transcribed and will be published as soon
as arrangements can be made. An exposition of some of its
main features and of the general conclusions involved was
given by me on the 14th ult., in the form of an Address to
the Quest Society, and this will appear in the forthcoming
number of “The Quest.”

M attek and Spirit.

It will interest your readers to learn that the script

ictures Matter as a mode of Spirit, degenerate in that it
as been suffered to develop an independent Mill, which is
mechanical and blind. But it provides the substance for the
operation of Spirit for a perfect and beautiful End, that of
the ultimate conquest of Matter and its perfect obedience to
the motions of Spirit, Spirit thereby gaining a completeness
of self-expression which in its undifferentiated state it cannot
directly achieve. Within the remotest interspaces of
Matter, and occluded by its heavy and inharmonious vibra-
tions, is ever a Nucleus, or Embryo, of the original Spiritual
force which gave it birth. This Embryo is weak, lost and
imprisoned. And it is the sublime and glorious task of Man’s
Evolution to lay hold of Matter and to subdue and reconcile
its Will, transmuting its discords one by one into spiritual
and material harmonies and rendering Matter at last the
Direct Agent of Intelligence.

It is absolutely said that in this condition Matter itself
will assume Intelligence, and the lost spiritual Embryo
occluded within it will be freed, and able to respond to the
motions of Free Spirit.

The ultimate outcome will be the Birth of the Logos, the
realisation of the Kingdom of God upon earth, and Man will
find his true spiritual destiny in a perfected world wherein,
to tpiote the script, “ Perfect Matter shall unite with Perfect
Spirit in perfect combination.”

Every intelligent motion of the mind of Man incarnate
imparts to Matter something of its own mode of motion which
is Intelligence, and this, though unseen and not physically
measurable, because vibrating in another plane, is never-
theless a permanent acquisition of Quality—Spiritual
Quality to Matter. Hence all the mysteries of Psjcho-
metry, Power of Relics, the Atmosphere of Places, the Genius
Lori, together with all the phenomena of the “ Greater
Memory,” come under one general law, that of the progressive
spiritualisation of Matter, and of all Nature, by and
through the agency of the Spirit of God embodied in Man,
and Man is the complete Microcosm of God, His very Image,
ami be contains potentially the germ, destined to full develop-
ment, of all tile Divine powers and of a full and intelligent
response to all the powers and qualities of created things.

t cannot at this moment give your readers more than this
fugitive sketch of the main argument of the script. It is
elaborated in such a way that no vital department of human
activity is left untouched, and it is applied to such diverse
functions as Nationality, Race-Migration, War and Peace,
Religions origins and development, Symbolism, Architecture.
Language, Music, Logic, Intellect and Intuition. Social
Reconstruction, Eugenics, Embryology, also to Memory,
Personality, the Race-Spirit in (lie individual, the enndi
(i.ns of intercourse between the two worlds, etc. Tile ideas
conveyed, as formulated, are quite new to myself and to tile
automatist. but are charged with a power which, | do not
hesitate to say, has in ninny respects greatly influenced

,,iv._mental attitude.

The I'nonikm of Evil.

The teaching of the script is unniiat-nknhlc on this point,
and not merely unmistakable, but intelligible nnd easier of
acceptance than a great many attempted explanations. Em-
it appears by these writings that Evil is the assertion of the
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Will of Matter and of the perverted and apostate spiritual
force enmeshed in Matter in opposition to the Will of the
Spirit. But it is temporal only, and associated only with
Matter in its intermediate and imperfect state of develop-
ment. Hence Evil is destined to disappear, and will dis-
appear, as soon as the discordances of Matter are resolved by
thksuperior Will of the Spitit, which is perfect Harmony.
iShortly, according to the script, God created Matter
through the action ot His free Spirit, and Matter was first
generated by the harmonious interaction of the Seven
Creative Impulses of Spirit, as a perfect Substance, animated
by the sevenfold modes of spiritual Motion. And having
generated this perfect substanre, God left it to work out its
own development, for the furtherance of an ulterior object
for which this substance, in its self-modified state, was
needed. God, as the husbandman or Great Vintner, presses
the juice of the Vine, His Word or Essence, into the wine
press, and He, as His own Self-Begotten, is the Vine of
which all Humanity are the Branches. God thus, in His own
Person, takes on Imperfection and Sin, because both these
are the outcome of a secondary action of perfect original
Matter. And the mystery is thus explained. The Seven
Spirits of God, the forces moving in the primal and har-
monious Matter, having accomplished their work, the Spiritual
Motion first animating the work is withdrawn, and the seven-
fold effects are left to work themselves out. And at first they
all react in perfect harmony. But each of these Seven is
itself creative of further secondary harmonics; and these
secondary motions, jvhich are compared to the overtones
and undertones of musical notes, give rise to tertiary com-
plexities through their inevitable interaction. And since
the overruling Spirit is withdrawn, their difference-tones
are not resolved, and they fall out of adjustment. The
ultimate result is an endless ramification of discord. This
discord increases to the point of Chaos. And Matter, its
spiritual vibrations neutralised, stultified, occluded by the
welter of discordant effects, is degraded to a blind un-
intelligent mass, with a harsh, mechanical mode of motion,
subject to the laws of Time and Space. The pure spiritual
will is lost, and there takes its place the dull monotony of
reiterated physical motion, a mode of Will which has de-
generated into Habit, productive of those set forms of
activity which we call Chemical Elements. These coalesce
for age-long periods, but nothing is really permanent in this
state, since all forms and modifications are subject to modifi-
cation by the impact of inharmonious forces endlessly
ramifying through the mass.

The process may be likened to the fermentation of
the juice in the wine vat, and this fermentation has its
period, for it is slowly and imperceptibly generating a Third
Principle, which, when it is fully evolved, will be the great
solution of all the complexities; and the dark and chaotic
ferment, once full of the forces of strife, shall be resolved
into the clear and sparkling wine.

And this process, when translated into spiritual terms,
is the Birth of the Divine Logos. Philosophically, and itt
terms of Mind, it may be thus described.

The Birth of Spiritual Reason.

Man’s first intelligence is pure, but in instinctive and
unconscious obedience to his Parent Spirit. His vehicle
is the pure substance of Intuition which neither opposes nor
resists him, and he remains therefore void of any conscious-
ness of Good and Evil, and of the principle of Free Choice,
Intellect, as we know it, he has not developed. Then comes
the Era of the withdrawal of the Spirit, ami the first play
of a mode of Intelligence free to choose, and free to interact.
And soon the first Disharmony is generated, with reactions
that reach throughout all creation. Man develops Intellect,
and conscious Individuality or separateness, and loses his
primal joy of union with ail Beings.

Through ages of strife, battling with every form of com-
plexity, he learns to draw within himself a force of pure
Spirit which enables him little by little to dominate, or at
least to contend with, the discordant motions now pressing
in upon him from every side. But for a long time their
resistance increases with his own internal resistance.
Spiritual Intuition is the intelligent force which in him
opposes the Material Will of which Intellect is the expression.

Tltimntely, his Intellect, by constant reaction, begins
itself to take on a quality of spirit, or sympathy with Spirit,
and tries, over so feebly, to reach forth to its spiritual mate,
and hold something of its powers, sensing the sweetness of
the Spirit.

Some men and women are horn with a predominant
quality of Intuition, but for a long while this operates at the
expense of their Intellect, since the two faculties lire at
present too widely sundered for intimate union in the self-
same individual, and thus the beauties and the ruptures
ol spiritual intercourse cun neither be drawn down into tho
intellectual sphere, nor convoyed, save by dimmest and most
imperfect symbol. lint from time to time, great teachers
come on earth, who have been able so to unite the two
principles as to convey to their fellows something of tile
nature of spiritual life nnd its laws, and they teach the

meaning of Righteousness, the only agent for the purifica-
tion m Intellect from tile Will ot Matter. Ami the Will
ol Matter, as Evil, is stimulated by the forces of Spirit which
Man in bis free choice is able to receive and to modify
according to his inclination. And muu's greatest danger is-
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that he nur, if he chooses, draw in and pervert to the
Will and Dominance of Matter, some portion of this
spiritual Will. This adds immense force to Matter and
in<reu-== the ink* of the Powers of Darkness.. Spiritual
force, thus “ergulphed and degraded.” may draw Man down
mvav from hi%» true destiny to the state which is described
as the second Death, the Great Silence, and the Transmuta-
tion of Matter. It is the loss of the Individual Soul, and
ita di<vM>lution happily a far-off possibility. But Man is
responsible for all the spiritual force which he may have en-
gulphed or degraded a sufficiently awful pronouncement.
The age-long rea<tion of Intellect and Intuition results
in their full and joyful union, and the birth of the Spiritual
Reason, which is the Birth of the Logos, or Christ incarnate
in Humanity And this is not only the salvation of Man.
hut of the »hole Creation, which Man will draw after hint
into the celestial state, ¢o that all Matter will be purified,
and raised in growing stability to a higher state in which
it will regain its lost soul, and become the intrlliijjent and
oh~dirmt trrvamt of Man. This will be the New Heaven and
New Karth. the Middle Kingdom of the Spirit, and it is the
appointed Knd of Man's creation. Matter and Spirit will
then he in immortal union, all spiritual Beauties will be
manifest, including the Manifestation of the Divine
Personality hitherto unknown and unrecognised.
F. Bligh Bond.

THE PSYCHIC SIGNIFICANCE OF THE
ETHER.

The Discrssiox—A Summary.

fWe are now able to follow the report of Sir Oliver
Lodge's lecture delivered on the 2nd inst. (p. 394) with a
brief note of the subsequent discussion. And it should be
mentioned here that we take full responsibility for the report
in each case. It cannot be too emphatically pointed out
that there is often a wide difference between an article
written by an authority over his own name and a report of
his utterances at a public meeting. His opponents frequently
disregard thu fact and bold him accountable for what he is
alleged to have said, even when it is a garbled and unreliable
report, heing more anxious to score a point than to get at
the truth  We do not suggest that our own reports are of
this order. we merely desire to safeguard the speaker and
not to saddle him with the entire responsibility for his
rrport'd statements.—Ed.J

In the inurw of hi« replies to the various questions, and
after explaining that he was speaking hypothetically, not
dogmatically. Sir Oliver said he regarded the soul as
the Tehicle of the spirit. He conceived that those
on the other side were not far separated from us.
They had gone out of our circumstances rather than
out of our lives. They were discarnate but not
“dtsemlsMJied’*  spirits. They still needed some kind
of wvehicle of expression. In his meaning of the term,
the soul was to the ether as the body was to matter; the
ethen* body was a body of ether just as the material body
was a body of matter. If they accepted that idea it did
away with the conflict of opinion regarding reincarnation
That body of etberic matter originated with the material
body of whn h is was the counterpart. He regarded the mind
as the intelligent part of the spirit. The terms “soul” and
“mind" were often confused, but be thought that the mind
belonged to the psychic region rather than to the physical
one The mind and the affections were our means of self-
expression . all the important part of us lay in the psychical
region, not in the physical one. and the ether belonged to the

sica! region, heme it could not be rfoseed as mind,
t was the spirit which used the brain. The brain
did not think There was no real memory in the brain.
It was merely an instrument of the spirit. He thought the
term “»0il" was the best one to employ to convey the idea
of the instrument of the spirit when the physical body was
done with. Some might prefer the phrase “spiritual body.”
hut it was rather cumbrous. The question of the ether in
relation to the idea of < life after death had already been
the subject of speculation so far back as the ‘seventies of
last century in a book called “The I'nsecn Tnirerte,” by
Profe—or Balfour Stewart and Professor Tait. They put out
the idea, treating it from a religious point of view, and
were quite naturally ridiculed by some of the physicists of
that dtt.

Deafing with another question. Sir Oliver said they could
not go into the mbject of materialisation. It was a difficult
matter They required more facts. But there seemed to
be good evidence for msterislisation There appeared to
be ways by which the discarnate spirit could manipulate or
affect physical matter In the natural order, of course, it
did so in the career of man on earth who was literally a
materialised »pint, the materialisation beginning in the
womb of the mother. As to phantasms it was. of course,
nr« it-ary to discriminate. Thus there were many appear-
ances of people, at the point of death or immediately after-
wards. to frtend« at a distance. This could hardly mean
that Kih people were actually present and sufficiently
materialised to be visible = These appearance* seemed due to
«xu* rare transference of thought or emotion acting on
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the mind of the seer to conjure up a picture, apparently
objective, of the person seen.

An army doctor present related an extraordinary case.
As the result of an accident a man had to undergo the
amputation of a leg. The leg was taken away to be dissected
and later the patient (in the hospital) was heard screaming,
and complaining that his missing leg was I>eing cut up! It
apparently caused him intense pain. The surgeon was
mystified, for the patient had not been told of the dissection
and could have had no knowledge of the use to which his leg
was being put at the time of his outcry. Was it not possible
that there was some subtle nervous or physical link between
the patient and his amputated limb?

Sir Oliver suggested that perhaps it might have been
a case of temporary clairvoyance on the part of the patient.
He hardly thought any physical theory, however subtle, would
meet such a case. The phenomenon belonged to the region
of consciousness. The patient was presumably sensitive
on the subject of his leg, and this would direct any
access of consciousness along the lines of clairvoyance to the
fate off the leg.

In the course of some remarks on the possibility of the
extinction of the consciousness of the spirit at some stage
after the passage through physical death. Sir Oliver said he
agreed with the remark in Light that so far from extinction
being a punishment for continued evil living, the eril-
doer would like nothing better. To be compelled to live to
expiate his misdeeds was the most appalling punishment that
could befall him. The wise man would realise that right-
living was not only his duty but his highest interest, for he
would have to live with himself for ever. (Applause.)

A FRENCH SKERESS.

We go from home to learn our news occasionally. We
take the following from the last issue to hand of “The
Message of Life,” New Zealand :—

“The Minister for Justice (the Hon. T. M. Wilford) when,
early this year, he was interviewed by the former Executive
of the National Association of Spiritualists, said plainly that
he knew nothing of psychic phenomena and doubted its
existence. And this ignorance in high places is as a dark
shadow hiding the light of spiritual truth. Strange to say.

the hon. gentleman last month, at Wellington, in a war
lecture, told the story of Claire Ferchaud. the wonderful
girl prophetess of the war. Said Mr. Wilford: ‘Claire

Ferchaud is the seer and the prophetess of the war—a deeply
religious girl, who has written works worthy of St. Therese.
At the end of 1916 she announced to France that some of
her most powerful politicians were plotting against her. but
proph«»oied that they would speedily be punished. The
prosecution of the Bonnet Rouge gang, the execution of Bolo.
and the imprisonment of Malvy and that arch-traitor
Caillaux followed. She warned the French generals that
their front would be pierced when it was pierced. They
all announced that it would hold. The Bishop of Poitiers
and the Archbishop of Bordeaux have proclaimed her pro*
phecie*-. She prophesied that the Italians would annihilate
the Austrians at the Piave river and save Venice. This has
come true. Soldiers swear by her; generals consult her; ana
France awaits her pronouncement with every interest.” while
the Ixroblaude parish has become a place of pilgrimage.” And
this is a quotation from Mr. Wilford’s address. He says
he knows nothing of psychic matters, and yet declares before
a public audience that this girl is ‘a seer and a prophetess.
According to our laws she is a ‘fortune-teller,” and Mr.
Wi ilford should perceive this, and the injustice of prosecuting
those who in a lesser degree do foretelPthe future.”

“LIGHT” SUSTENTATION FUND, 1918.

In addition to the donations recorded in previous issues, we
have to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of the following
eurns :—

Misa Woodhnll
Rev. C. L. Tweedale
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It j« better to he a crystal and he broken than remain
perfect like a tile on the house-top. Chinese Proverb.

The Soverignty or Trith. Truth is the voice of the
Eternal; univeisal as to comprehension, infinite in power. It

is the source of the poet’s inspiration, of the prophet's
teaching, of the visions of the seer: articulate in the
whispering of the breexe, the murmur of the ea
the roar of the storm, its language is intelligible
Ul all Oh- ra«ni of mankind l.ike the ether of
«pa., it » impalpable, yet capable of beinn irra>i>ed bv

the hand of knowledge: imponderable, yet .ru~hmi an),
irrecictible forre all oopo.ition. embra.e, «|]. perrad« .11
and penetrate« the profonnde.t my.teriea, Dectined an ilI IS to
held'the septre 8f HOWiNiBn orer AdytWU nd immortal, . ho
...old not .orfchip at the «brine of troth? Rin,«.i, Rrr*h
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WITCHCRAFT AND VAGRANCY ACTS.

The author of “|I
ates (p. 398): —

I am wholly
Iteration in the

Heard a \oice” thus replies to Mr.

in sympathy with the movement for an
law affecting Spiritualists; the difference
eferred to in this correspondence is mainly one of method.
t the same time the note on p. 395 hardly does justice to the
bjection to the petition as at present framed.
roposes that a sort of Council
et up, with delegates exclusively from *“the
piritualist Churches.” This would he obviously unfair,
eeing that most Spiritualists are members of other bodies.

I will not discuss, on the presept occasion, whether Spirit-
lalism is of itself a separate, distinct, and complete religion.
will only say it seems to me a mistake of fact and of policy
o assert, as Mr. Yates does, that it “is absolutely impossible
or the true Spiritualist” to be a member of the orthodox
hurch or to accept such doctrines as that of the miraculous

nception In taking up this rigid attitude, | venture to
hink Mr. Yates and those who hold his views are going out
of their way to raise enemies and to create difficulties; and
that if such attitude were strictly adhered to
an immense, if not fatal,
ualism, to which I,

With

The petition
of Management should be
drawn

it would be
obstacle to the spread of Spirit-
in common with Mr. Yates, look forward.
reference to the proposed method of procedure. |
am convinced that the hardships under which Spiritualists
rest can only be removed by Act of Parliament. The
barbarous provisions must be repealed, or so amended as to
be in effect repealed. To communicate with those who have
passed to the next life—where this is possible must be
recognised as perfectly lawful, proper, and indeed laudable.
Organised pressure should be brought to bear upon members
of Parliament, wherever it is practicable, to force them to
take up this question.

In the concluding part of his letter Mr. Yates appears to
treat the burdens upon Spiritualists as due to Judge-made
law. | think this is an error. The statutory provisions
in question were framed on the assumption that spirit inter-
course is impossible, and that those who purport to practise
it are necessarily guilty of fraud. It is the law, rather than
the Judges or the magistrates, which is at fauk: and the law
on this subject sadly needs amendment.

SPIRIT MESSAGES AND SPIRITUAL EVOLUTION,

Exception is often taken to the spiritistic hypothesis on
the ground that the alleged messages are frequently of a
trivial and commonplace character, and that those, in par-
ticular, stated to emanate from spirits eminent when on
earth are unworthy of their earthly fame.

As this objec-
tion

is often the expression of minds of genuine religious
feeling and high spirituality,

able sympathy from the believer in spirit-communication.
Its fallacy, perhaps, consists in a failure to discriminate
between cosmic process and spiritual values.

Definite and explicit though materialistic philosophy may
be, its tenets remain incredible to

it should command consider-

innumerable minds, who
adhere, on the contrary, to a vitalistic metaphysic. The
latter must, however, predicate fer every human being,
irrespective of race or stage

of development, an
animating principle, in which character and intelligence
alone reside, and which survives the dissolution of the
physical organism, through which it endeavours to express
itself on earth. The slow and evolutionary processes which
have brought the earth to its present form must have their
counterpart in the development of the soul which, directly
it Ls released from the body, will doubtless occupy the same
rank in the spiritual hierarchy which it had before, though
subjected to new and different conditions. Momentous as
Death may seem to the individual, in the eyes of Nature it
must be one of the most ordinary of her processes, for which,
in her infinite wisdom, she has made ample provision.

If. now, we survey the human race with unbiassed eyes,
it is impossible not to recognise that, though religion should
exert its highest dynamic influence, there must remain count-
less thousands who are unaffected thereby, mean of soul,
limited in intelligence, low in aspiration, who die in the
same spiritual condition in which they have lived. |If any
of these, shortly after their entry into the world of spirits,
should be enabled to communicate with those on earth,
»ould be irrational to expect from them messages incon-
sistent with their spiritual rank, since we cannot gather
fig» from thistle». Spirituality is the appanage of the soul,
and is not inherent in the cosmic processes to which the soul
may be subjected. Epigrams do not proceed from the dull
of wit. nor lofty truths from the mean of soul. It is natural,

therefore, that commonplaces should come from the common-
place.

inner

it

If. on the other hand, the mesacage should emanate from
a spirit of geiiipa, it must be remembered that genius require*
suitable condition« for it» adequate expression. The man of
geniu» has often Proved but an ordinary and disappointing
thyl *nd I‘k<—fpoor Poll." Had
h* n wolkimt. hi. n™ «, », ,,ft hare remained

i orator would make but
apeech. If compelled to apeak with a )arKe atone

unreal*?

sorry
in h(s
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mouth, and a poetic genius, afflicted with *“ mal-de-raer,”

would seem little differentiated from ordinary men. It would
not, therefore, be remarkable if the spirit of a former genius,
when engaged in what may well be the most difficult operation
in the | niverse (the establishment of communication between
the ethereal and material worlds) should be inhibited by the
hindrances encountered from any manifestation of his genius.

E. \V. Duxbubt.

TO-MORROWS SOCIETY MEETINGS.

Steinway Hall, J/arer Seymour-streef, IT. 1.—6.30, Mrs.
Wesley Adams.

The London spiritual Mis/Zion, IS, Pembridgr-place, IT.2.
11, Mias Violet Burton; 6.30, Mr.

P. E. Beard Wednes-
day, December 25th, No Service.

Spiritualist Churrh of the }ieir Brrealing, I.il, West End
ljiue, llomjatrad. -11, Mrs. Mary Davies; 6.30, address
by Mr. Edmund Russell on “Applied Art»: Man’'s Three
Overcoats.”

Lewisham.— The Priory, High-street.— Mrs. E. A.
Cannock.

Kingston-on-Thame%} Bishop's Hall. 11, Open Circle;
6.30. addresses and clairvoyance by local workers.

Heading.— Spiritual Mission,
and 6.45, Mr. Howard Mundv.

WoolTali and Plumstead.

16, Blagrave-street. 11.30

Persewevauei H"ii. Yiiias-rd.,

Plumstead.—7, Mrs. Bloodworth. address and clairvoyance.

Battersea.—45, st. John » 11ill, Clnpham Junction.—

11.15, Healing Service. Mr. Macbeth Bam; 6.30. Miss-Ellen
Conroy. M.A. 3l1st, 8.30, Watch Night Service.

Camberwell.— Masonie Hall. 11, church service; 6.30,
Mrs. Mary Gordon, address and clairvoyance. 28th, Mr. G.
T. Brown.

Brighton.—W indsor Hallr Windsor-street.—11.15. Mr H.
Everett, address: Mrs. Curry, clairvoyance. 3.15, Lyceum;
7, Mrs. Curry, address and clairvoyance. Monday, 8, healing
circle. .

"Brighton Spiritualist Brotherhood.- Old 8UINl Hall.—
11.30 and 7, addresses. Miss Felicia Scatcherd; 3 p.m.,
Lyceum. Monday. 7.45, Misb Scatcherd will give some of

her personal experiences. No meeting *24th. 25th. 26th.
Friday, 27th, Guild social and dance.

29th. Mr Maskell.
Holloway.—lirovedale Hall Inear H>ghgate Tube Station).
—To-day (21st) at 7.30 p.m., prompt. Dedication of New
organ, also of illuminated “In Memorials Carton” :

Muts Jennie Walker, of Canada, in the chair. Mr. Richard
Boddington. dedication address; Mr. A. Clegg, organist of
Marylcbone Association, at the organ: vocalists; Madame
Nina Field and Misa Lily Harvey To-morrow. 11.15 and
7 p.m., Mrs Jennie Walker, of Canada.

Pevcticvl Thfosophy. In the opening chapter of his
little hook. “ Practical Theosophy” (Theosophical Publishing
Office. Adyar. Madras. 1 6),

Mr. C. Jinarajadasa set* out
three tunda.nental Theosophical truths which, when a man

begins to apply them, transform his attitude to life. These
are that man is an immortal soul who grows through the
ages into an ideal of perfection , that he grows hy learning
to co-operate with God's plan, which is evolution, and that
he learns to co-operate with God's plan by learning first
to help his fellow-man. The remaining chapters treat of
the practical application of these truths to home life, school
and college, business, science, art. and the State. In the
domains of education and art the author especially
emphasise« the importance of the influence of the beautiful.
He holds that every object that surrounds a child from the
moment of birth should have some touch of beauty. He
would not have its emotional nature infected by harmful
poetry and crude music (he even condemns nursery rhymes,
“with their usual jumble of thoughts and images which have
little relation to life” ). Unruliness being a malady of the
emotional nature, he believes if we could only abolish the
ugly noises of the street» and the ugly pictures on hoardings,
x* well as the use of phrases distorted from their true mean-
ing. we should not need to complain of unruly children.

A Horrible Doctrine It takes, perhaps, a child's or a
woman's heart to realise the horror of that thought [of never
ending punishment]. I remember as a child reading a
Sunday-school book that helped me to realise the meaning
of this “for ever and ever in hell.” |

was to imagine a
huge forest, and a tiny

insect coming from the farthest
planet and biting an atom out of one of the leaves and carry-
ing it away to his home, the journey taking one thousand
years. Then | was to imagine the ages that must elapse
before that whole leaf was earned off. Then the stupendous
time before the whole tree would be gone. Then, is my
brain reeled at the thought. | was to look forward to the
carrying away of the whole forest, and from that to the
carrying away of the whole world. Then came the awful
sentence in italic, Keen then eternity would but have
begun. | suppose God will forgive the people who wrote
that book for children if they repent, but | don’'t feel much
like forgiving them. I can remember still lying awake in
the night and crying as | thought of the lost souls in hell,
as mv poor little brain reeled at the thought of the journey*
of that wretched insect, and of those whom God kept alive
to suffer for ever and ever and ever. Dr J.

Pvterson-
Smyth in “The Gospel of the Hereafter ”
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The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION. Ltd.,
BTEINWAY HALL. LOWER SEYMOUR ST., PORTMAN SQUARE. W. 1

SUNDAY EYENING NEXT, at 6.30 pm.. Mrs. Wesley Adams
(Christmas Service). December 29th. Mrs. M«ry Davies.

Welcome to all. Admission Free. Collection.

Steinway Hall is within two minutes’ walk of Selfridge’s, Oxford St.,
and five minutes from Bond Street and Marble Arch Tube Stations.
Spiritualist and inquirers are invited to join the Association.

THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION,
13 Pertxidge Place, Bayswater, W.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22nd.
ATl am MISS VIOLET BURTON.
At 830 pm - _ MR. P. E. BEARD.
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25th.
NO SERVICE.

THE CHURCH OF HIGHER MYSTICISM,
22, PRINCES STREET, CAVENDISH SQUARE, W.1
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22nd.
Mrs. Fairclough Smith ... * Clairvoyance" (continued)
Mrs. Fairclough Smith ... “ Healing.”

1 am.
6.30p m
Every Thursday, at 3 o'clock, Healing Service, followed by a talk

in *Toe Spiritual Forces of Man, ' &. by Mrs. Fairclough Smith
at 28, York Plaoe, Baker Street, W. 1 Silver collection.

WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION,
Through Pessage between 4 ad 5, Broadway, Wintbledon.

s UNDAY, Dec. 2, 6.30 MRS. MARY DAVIES.

WEDNESDAY, ,, No Meetings.

Wednesdays.—Psychic Healing, 3 to 5. From 5to 6. Mr. Richard
A Bash attende to give information about the subject of Spirit-
ualism. Enquirers welcomed.

All Saints’ Church, Norfolk Square, Paddington.
(Near G. W. and District Railways and Tobe Station.)

A SERIES OF ADDRESSES will be given by the REV. L. W.
FEARN (Warden of the Church Mystical Union’,

On SUNDAY AFTERNOONS, at 5 o'clock,

os
"The Practical Realisation of the Creed of Christendom.”

Life and Experiences

Edmund Dawson Rogers.
SPIRITUALIST & JOURNALIST.

Late Editor of ‘Light’ and President of the
London Spiritualist Alliance.

Soi« or nta Gorterts—Freface, by John Page Hopps; Birth
and Education; A Young Chemist’s Pursuits; Newspaper Reporting
Sixty Years Ago; Mesmerism and Spiritualism; Miss A.’s Premo-
nitions; Clairvoyance: Visions of the Spiritual Plane; Crystal Vision;
The Aura; Obsessions; Seanoes with D. D. Home and Mrs. Marshall;
Mrs. Everitt's Mediumship; The Spiritualist Movement in London;
' Liort' and the London Spiritualist Alliance; Origin of the Psychical
Research Society; Direct Writing; Two Striking Cases of Spirit
Identity; Phenomena through Mr. Kglinton; Funeral Addresses by
Rev. .1 Page Hopps and E. W. Wallis; Death, a Natural Incident;
The Old Chief (an Appreciation by D. Gow); Personal Testimonies.

Cloth, 73 Pages, Two Portraits,
d. post free, or 3s. 9d. per dozen, post free

OFFICE OF LIGHT, s, QUEEN SQUARE, LONDON, W.C. 1

Dsycho-Therajieutic Society, Ltd., 26,RedLion-

1  square, London, W C. 1 (nearest Tube Ststion, Holborn). Freo
Healing. Mondays ami Fridays, 3to 6 p m ; Wednesdays,5to 7.30 p m.
Special Diagnosis. Fridays by appointment (small lee according fo
incani). In 1916 nearly 2,000 tri atm. nts were given with excellent
remits. Donations earnestly solicited, and membership (£1 Is. per
annum) invited, entitling free admission to lectures amil use of large
|brary. Soldiera specially invited. Apply Hon. See

Spiritualists when in London should stay at

0 Hun«tantoo House, 18, Kndslrigh gardens. London, N.W, (2
minutes Kuston Station, 5 minut«-* 8t. Pancran and King’« Cross);
central for all part'; perfect sanitation. Terms: 5s. Bed and Break*
fast; no charge for attendant. Full tariff apply to Mrs. Stanley
Watts, Proprietress.

“purative Suggestion,” by Robert mAllan.

\J Proves the value of hypnotic suggestion in treating moral, mental
and nervous disorders, as lusomnin, Neurasthenia, Obsessions, De*
pression, Hcif-consciousuess, Strain, kr. ; free by post from the author,
Ragesit House, Regent-street, London, W. 1, and Croydon.

LIGHT.

6161 T Jij
[Decomber 21, 1918.
THE HEALING POWER.
By HELEN M. BOULNOIS.

The writer knows the power of mimi over body, and in simple®

themselves.

practical sentences puts the reader in possession of $
controlling thoughts.

111 or well, no one can read the book without renewing strength i
A stimulating msi.sago of health and happiness.

2/8 net, post free.

From “LIGHT™ Oflieo, 6, Queen Square. London, W.C. 1
CLAUDES BOOK.
Edited by MRS. KELWAY BAMBER.
With an Introduction by Sir Oliver Lodge.

A book of roalistio and startling interest.

It is the revelation to hi j

mother, by a young airmin killed in the war, of his new life in th

“LIGHT" OFFICE, s, QUEEN SQUARE,

next world, and it is to some extent a cumpanion book to

’*Raymond.”
Cloth, 143 pisres, 6/4 net post free.
LONDON. W.C.

PSYCHO-THERAPY (Drugless Mental Healing).

MR.C.G.SANDERS COURSE OF LECTURES

AT

OLD BOND STREET GALLERIES, 6, 7.&s, Old Bond Street, W|

An

LIGHT OFFICE, s,

Through the Mediumship of William Stainton

At G30 on WEDNESDAY EVENINGS

Admiuion 1t.
Subjects:—

NO MEETINGS December 25th and January 1st.
January sth, “ Breathing and Exercise.”

PSYCHIC SCIENCE.

Introduction and Contribution to the ExperimentaIJ
Study of Psychical Phenomena.

By EMILE BOIRAC
(Rector of Dijon Academy.)
Translated by Dudi& Wrioht.
Cloth, 370 pages, 11/ net post free
QUEEN SQUARE, LONDON, W.C. ||

NOW READY. NEW EDITION.

SPIRIT TEACHINGS.

Moses
(“M.A. Oxon™)
By Automatic or Passive Writing.

With a Biography by Charlton T. Speer and Two Full-Page Portraits,

Eighth Edition, Bound in Cloth, 321 pages, price & /- not,

or post free 6/6

Office of Light G Q lean Squ .re, Siuth imptoi Row W.C. I.
ASTROLOGICAL

LESSONS
PURDOM.

£1

by
E. «<JOSEPHINE

A Course of 13 Lessons for is.

LESSONS WILL BE CORRECTED BY THE TEACHER THROUGH THE POST.
These lessons are beautifully arranged, and simply set forth, and are »

MRS. PURDOM, *“ Blinkbonny,”

boon to those who desire to become acquainted with the mystic

science of Astrology.
For further particulars apply to—
Tudor Hill. Sutton Coldfield.
England.

“SELF TRAINING”: The Lines of Mental Progress.)

Teaches how to avoid constant waste of mental and physical energyJ

By H. ERNEST HUNT.

Instructions are given in the development of the natural capacities bji
means of positive Self-Suggestion and the trainingof the Sub-eouscioul

Mind.

Hints as to the best method of cultivating the memory an<®
exercising a healthful control over the nervous system.

Cloth, 240 pag:es, 4/10 net post free.

LIGHT Office, 6, Queen Square, Southampton Row, London, W.C.B

WHAT

By Horace Leaf,

With chapters on The Case for Spirit»ilism, What Spiritualist!
Teachei Why | becamea Spiritualist, Authenticated Cases of Spiff
BomminRaions. Mediums THE BV Flde, Claink(aiee oF * aviL

Seeing,” The Antiquity of Spiritualism
Cloth, 192 pages, 5/3jd. net post fress. ]

Liaht Office, 8, Queen Square, Southampton Rowi—, W.OI
)

of Mrs.
December 5thS

Iniinon, after long week» of pniu and weariness. Loved husbini
Irniion (Nurse Graham). Interred at Morden Cemetery
tirrounded by love.

The Badge of Spiritualism should be worn Bj

every declared Spiritualist as a mark of recognition and fellows)»

IS THIS SPIRITUALISM i

lapsed to the Higher Life, “D a d Mr. _1 T.K'

It represents the Cross and Star within a Circle, end distinguishes tM 1
wearer as one belonging to our great movement. Obtainable as a brood'll

or pendant in blue enamel set in copper, price 5«. ed., on application b’l

Mrs. Montgomery Irvine, 115, Lndbroke Grove, London, W. 11.





