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NOTES B Y  TH E W A Y .

We occasionally admit to our columns the views of those 
who take an attitude strongly at variance with the con- 
fictions held by the generality of our readers. Quite apart 
from the necessity of hearing both sides, if we are to be 
fur, there is a distinct need at times for a dasli of cold 
materialism to act as a corrective to the extremists in 
psychical inquiry. W e do not, as a rule, find these 
amongst the experienced followers of the subject. They 
are more often found in the ranks of those who, converted 
from materialistic views, show a tendency to rush violently 
to the other extreme and embrace doctrines which strike 
us as freakish and extravagant. C. E. B., whose views on 
telepnthy we give this week, is not by any means a 
materialist, but his remarks will challenge attention as 
running counter to the opinions generally accepted by 
students of psychical science. I t  is well to be put on our 
mettle now and again. W e question the assumption 
implied in 0. E. B.’s remarks that civilisation, with its. 
complexities, its artificialities, its over-elaboration, is always 
an advance on such primitive faculties as are represented 
(according to C. E. B.) by telepathy. Some of our 
progress” has led us away from the “ primal sanities.” 

Contrast, for example, the affirmations of savages concern
ing death with the negations of highly civilised men. So 
far ns the march of intellect has made us deaf to the 
promptings of intuition we have to retrace our steps.

We do not regard telepathy as a reversion to the past’ 
but rather as a rediscovery of a faculty always in existence’ 
and now coming under the cold scrutiny of psychic«* 
science. The savage has sound teeth and clear eyesight. 
Artificial teeth and spectacles may be triumphs of civilisa
tion, but somehow we prefer the natural to the artificial. 
Probably the artificial stage of civilisation is a phase 
through which evolving man must pass before he enters 
again into his old natural inheritance on a higher level and 
with a better understanding of the method of employing it 
to the highest ends. W e look forward to the time when in 
higher spheres wo can converse mind to mind without the 
often todious limitations of oral or written speech. W e 
think of it as an advance on our present condition. I t  is 
odd to hear such a powor dismissed as “  a dwindling asset 
of human faculty.” Certain politicians a century or so ago 
gloated over the “  progress ” of England in passing from an 
agricultural country to an industrial one. The ability to 
till the soil and extract the truest kind of wealth became 
"a dwindling asset of human faculty” in England. We 
have smarted for the mistake : it came near to destroying 
us as a nation. To-day wo are going back to Nature ns fast 
as we can and reviving an ancient form of activity, largely 
atrophied by long disuse," to quote C. E. B.’s allusion to 
telepathy,

Mr. Edward Clodd’s reply to Miss Lilian Whiting last 
week exemplifies the necessity of confining controversy to 
main issues. Time is simply wasted by the process of con
centrating attention oiPSsmall details. These are not the 
days for pettifoggin}AU(|ss^Vh\frt%, who is a well-known 
American writer, although her name is apparently un
known to Mr. Clodd, dealt with the inaccuracies in his 
volume, The Question,” and gave some examples in proof. 
Mr. Clodd gracefully acknowledges some of them; “ I  plead 
guilty per in a ir ia m " he writes. But all these thiugs are 
side issues. Mr. Clodd quotes Matthew Arnold in a way 
which might as easily be turned against his own posi
tion

Born into life !— in vain,
Opinions, those or these,
Unalter'd to retain
The obstinate mind decrees.

I t  is not to be forgotten that Mr. Clodd retains unaltered 
views originally shared with him by numbers of equally dis
tinguished men who, on a painstaking investigation of the 
“ spiritistic hypothesis,” have found occasion to change their 
opinions. W e were recently visited by a distinguished lawyer 
whose outlook on life was completely transformed by super
normal events happening in his own family circle. His case 
is typical of hundreds who to-day are being drawn to our 
subject without reference to what Sir Oliver Lodge, Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle and Dr. Crawford may say on the one 
hand or Mr. Clodd, Dr. Mercier and Mr. Maskelyne on the 
other. They have got the facts for themselves at first 
hand.

• • • >

Truly it is as Cicero put it, in a well-known passage, 
“  Time effaces the comments of opinion, hut it confirms the 
judgments of Nature.” In other words, speculative opinions 
pass away, whilst inferences drawn from Nature and truth 
abide permanently. The views of the opponents of psy
chical research are speculative opinions. Its defenders roly 
on the facts of Nature. They speak from personal experi
ences, which, for one reason or another, have been denied 
to their critics. The case does not stand or fall by minutin 
of any kind. The opposition has to disprove, and not to 
insinuate a doubt of, the capacity of thousands of living 
witnesses of all grades of mind and chaincter. I t  is not a 
question to be settled by quihblings about Mrs. Piper or any 
particular professional medium. We want no carefully 
isolated fncts. W e want the whole question reviewed care
fully and dispassionately by those equipped with knowledge 
and experience. I t  is a vast one, and has so far sustained 
the worst efforts of its enemies, and is advancing instead of 
retiring. We want it to be subjected to every possible tost. 
I t  is too terrific a subject to be allowed to escape any legiti
mate ordeal by which it can be tried. That is why wo are 
so patient with Mr. Clodd and his coadjutors. Only we 
wish they knew a little more of the quostion at first hand. 
They would not then make so many mistakes, per ineuriam or 
otherwise.

L.S.A. M k iit in u s .— W e may remind our readers that the 
first of the monthly twofold meetings announced at the recent 
sooiol gathering will be hold in the Alliance rooms next Friday 
week, July 5th, and will consist of clairvoyant descriptions at 
!i p.m., followed at t.JO by answers to questions through the 
modiumship of Mrs. M. H. Wallis. The mooting for clairvoy
ance will be strictly confined to members; the other will be 
open to both members and associates, who cat! also introduce 
their friends on payment of Is,
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"THE NEW 
APPRECIATION

REVELATION” : AN 
AND SOME COMMENTS.

By A K ing’s Counsel.

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle shows in “ The New Revelation " 
that his conversion to “ Spiritualism” was slow, but has been 
thorough: and he has become convinced not merely of its 
truth, but of its great value to mankind. When he completed 
his medical education in 1882 he was a convinced materialist, 
as regards man's personal destiny, and had no belief in survival 
after death. Shortly afterwards, however, Sir Arthur com
menced his inquiries into psychic phenomena, and in 1887 he 
contributed a letter to L ight detailing some experiences 
he had had at a stance. But at this time, and for long after
wards, he remained sceptical upon the subject of genuine spirit 
intercourse.

About 1891 Sir Arthur joined the Psychical Research 
Society, and he says: “  I  might have drifted on for my whole 
life as a psychical researcher, showing a sympathetic but more 
or less dilettante attitude towards the whole subject. . . 
But the war came and brought earnestness into all our souls 
and made us look more closely at our beliefs and re-assess their 
values.”

Spiritualism is the breaking down of the walls between two 
worlds, a direct message from beyond. I t  is of great import
ance from the point of view of religion, and supports and 
gives objective reality to religion, making it a very real thing—  
a matter of actual experience and fact. Since the commence
ment of the war Sir Arthur has had exceptional opportunities 
of confirming the truth of the views he had formed of the 
power of spirit intercourse.

Referring to the contention sometimes raised that the 
phenomena and messages come from fiends who personate 
our dead, he says : “ I t  is difficult to think that those who hold 
this view have ever had any personal experience of the con
soling and uplifting effect of such communications upon the 
recipient. Ruskin has left it on record that his conviction of 
a future life came from Spiritualism." There are many who, 
with Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, have been turned from 
materialism to belief in a future life by study o f this 
subject, "  and if this be the devil's work, the devil seems to be 
a bungling workman, and to get results far from what he 
might be expected to desire.”

For those who have studied Spiritualism “  death ”  has 
indeed been conquered: and when we read of the phenomena 
in the New Testament, “  the levitations, the tongues of fire, 
the rushing wind, the spiritual gifts, the working of wonders— 
we feel that the central fact of all, the continuity of life and 
communication with the 1 dead,' was certainly known.”

There are a few points upon which “  The New Revelation ”  
seems open to criticism. In Chapter III., for example, it is stated 
(p. 93) that “ communications usually come from those who have 
not long passed over, and tend to grow fainter. . . The cases 
of spirits who give good proof of authenticity and yet have 
passed some time are not common." Referring to Mr. Dawson 
Rogers's life, in which mention is made of a communication 
from a spirit who died in 1677, Sir Conan Doyle says: “ So far 
as my own reading goes, this is the oldest spirit who is on 
record as returning, and generally they are quite recent. Hence 
one gets all one's views from the one generation, as it were, 
and we cannot take them as final, but only as partial." The 
author then refers with approval to a statement by Miss Julia 
Ames that very few spirits ever want to communicate with us 
at all after their own loved ones have come over.

These expressions of opinion are entirely inconsistent with 
the experience of some of those who have given study to Spirit
ualism. The writer of this article has had (through the medium- 
ship of members of his own family) an enormous number of 
communications from the spirit-world, of which comparatively 
few have come from those who have passed over within 
recent years, and a large number have come from various per
sons who left this earth several centuries ago. Moreover, the 
writer's experience is that spirits—even those who have passed 
over many generations ago—not only do not mind communi
cating with people on earth under proper conditions, bat take 
great interest and pleasure in doing so. No doubt spirits who 
hers reached high planes find the vibrations of town life very 
trying; but it is otherwise in quiet country districts.

It is stated in “  The New Rerelation ”  (pp. 96, 97) that 
“  All agree that life beyond is for a limited period, after which 
they pass on to yet other phases." All communications which 
hsre reached the writer of this article point to the view that the 
lile beyond is unlimited and eternal; and although there is on 
the whole a steady advance, there it nothing in the remotest 
way reassnH’og death in the paasage from one plane to another,

but merely an upward movement when the spirit is ready 
for it.

On the same page (p. 97) it is stated in reference to spirits 
on different planes that “  the lower cannot ascend, but Us 
higher can descend at will.”  Higher spirits can, no doutt, 
descend, but the statement that lower spirits are unable to 
ascend would appear to require qualification. Lower spirits, 
according to numerous communications received by the writ«, 
can ascend, if the plane they visit is not very much higher thin 
the one to which they properly belong; but the difference in 
the vibrations is such that they cannot remain on a higher pitot 
for more than a short time.

In “  The New Revelation ”  reference is made to Ksymomi 
Lodge and to the possibility that some o f the statements ms4 
by him concerning the spirit world were mistaken. As to this, 
I  would point out that Raymond Lodge, at the date of tbs 
communications, had passed over very recently, and, like i 
stranger in a new country, he could not be expected to know u 
much about its ways as those who have been there for s long 
period.

In spite of this criticism upon the few points above referred 
to, “  The New Revelation ”  is an interesting, thoughtful, sod 
instructive work, and Is a valuable contribution to the litera
ture upon this all-important subject.

A  G E N E R A T IO N  AGO.

(F bom “ L ig h t ” of June 23rd, 1888.)

Mrs. Britten's late visit to Glasgow has created great public 
interest on the subject of Spiritualism. The editor of the 
Glasgow "Evening News” deputed a commissioner to interviev 
Mrs. Britten, and to make special inquiry into the subjects 
the phenomena and philosophy of Spiritualism, the result being 
that three leading articles have already appeared. This circum
stance has produced a large amount of correspondence both 
from opponents and friends.

The “ St. James's Gazette”  quotes the following French 
prophecy: “  A Belgian paper (the 'T a b le t ' says) professes to 
have unearthed a really curious passage out of an old book in 
the State Library of Brussels. This book was published by 
Jean Stratiusin Lyons in the year 1385, and contains a number 
of astrological ' prophecies ’ much in the style of the more 
celebrated ones of Nostradamus. Among these is said to be 
the following :—

Tu dois vivre et mourir, 6 Gaule, soubs trois Bo.
Deux Siècles sous Bo I., tu haulseras, ô Gaule.
Tu corseras Bo II . ,  ains te feras lambeau.
Puis soubs mitron Bo I I I . ,  Bis Clem clora ton rôle.

The meaning of these lines seems to be something like this: 
‘ Thou must live and die, O Gaul, under three Bo's. For two 
centuries under Bo I. thou shalt rise, O Gaul. Thou shalt raise 
up (?) Bo II., and thus shalt rend thyself into pieces. Tuai 
under Bo I IL ,  the baker, Bis Clem will end thy rôle.’ The ex
planation of the supposed ‘ prophecy ’ is clear enough. ‘ Bo V  
is the Bourbon dynasty, which ruled France for two centuries— 
from 1589 to 17*9—from Henry IV . to the outbreak of the 
Revolution. ‘ Bo I I . ' is evidently Napoleon Bonaparte, and the 
‘ corseras ' seems to be a play upon his Corsican origin. Lastly, 
who can fail to see th a t‘ Bo II I .,  the baker,’ is Boulanger ) 
Whilst the ‘ Bis Clem ' who is to bring France's destiny to as 
ignominious end !] can only be Bis marck, and ClcuTenoeso.. 
Such is said to be the prophecy published in 1585 by one 
Jacques Molan, Doctor of Laws and Advocate to the Parlia
ment of Macon.”— “ Jottings.”

We reprint the above prophecy because it is distinctly in
teresting in the light of to-day's events, and certainly the 
Bo coincidence is a queer one. But as for the prophecy 
it reads auspiciously like one o f those ingenious "  fakes * 
we hare met with in the literature of war prophecy of late 
years. In any case, in predicting the end of France 
under Boulanger it went hopelessly astray.— E».]

THE L.S.A M EM ORIAL ENDOW M ENT FEND.

The L.S.A. Council and L ig h t  acknowledge with thanks the 
following further donation! towards the fund of £'10,000:—

£ s. A
Colonel C.E.8...................................................... . 5 0 0
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TELEPATHY. ITS NATU RE AND FUTURE 
POSSIBILITIES.

V II I .— By Sib Abthub Conan Doyle.

In response to your request I  wish I could say anything of 
any interest upon this subject, but 1 have no clear vision in my 
own mind, save that I  am well convinced of its existence. 1 
bare found that with a good subject 1 could myself transfer 
such simple images as a triangle inside a circle, the percipient 
drawing the figure almost as quickly as I did. How it comes 
about, or what extensions may come from it, is a mystery to 
me. It  may be brain acting upon brain, or it may be spirit 
whispering to spirit. Nothing seems sure savo the fact.

A. Conan Doyle.

I X — B y  C. E. B.

C. E. B. is the editor of a contemporary, a physicist, and an 
occasional contributor to L ig h t  on the scientific side. 
His recent comments on the natural gas theory (p. 177) 
are sufficient proof of his knowledge of and sympathy with 
psychic research, which he has studied foi many years. 
His remarks on telepathy will come rather as a cold 
douche to some of our readers. But cold douches are 
tonic, and it is well to hear all sides.]

So far from anticipating any great development of 
telepathy on the practical side I  rather expect that the 
phenomena wdl more probably prove to be a dwindling asset of 
human faculty. There seems to be no proof that telepathy 
can be cultivated, much less that it can be brought into 
serviceable control. On the other hand, there is evidence that 
the gift is a rudimentary survival of some means of intercom
munication that preceded, if not language at any rate writing. 
Education has largely atrophied it by long disuse, and the 
most noteworthy and significant survivals appear to be among 
tribes void of the written mode of communication. As civilisa
tion goes on and the more reliable means of post, telegraph and 
telephone are extended, what lingering relics exist of the power 
of communicating thoughts by more occult means are surely 
more likely to disappear through disuse than to increase, 
though traces may long remain like the nictitating membrane 
of the eye and other rudimentary vestiges in our physical 
structure.

Though there are very striking examples of telepathic 
powers, well attested and even accepted by those who pooh- 
pooh almost every other phase of occultism, it must be 
admitted that many rely upon supposed instances of thought- 
transference which can perfectly well be mere examples of the 
long arm of coincidence. We are thinking of someone, and, 
to our surprise, meet him at the next turn of the street. It 
is a terrific assumption that therefore thought-transference was 
st work: yet one often hears such cases quoted ' as though 
they afforded convincing proof) by people who have gone 
through that experience, and forget the innumerable times 
that they have thought of friends who have not appeared at 
the street comer. I t  is not in any way outside reasonable 
expectation that such coincidences should occur once in a 
while in anyone's experience, and to attribute them to thought- 
transference is entirely unnecessary, besides which it is 
illogical, as there is no real connection between the supposed 
transfer of thought and the meeting with some person of whom 
one is thinking.

As an illustration of the extraordinary vagaries of coinci
dence I  may mention the case of a doctor who told me the 
other day that with his wife he was counting seconds for the 
time exposure of a camera. A  stop-watch was used by his 
wife for this purpose, but the last four or five seconds he 
counted orally in an absent-minded fashion. To their astonish
ment they found that as be began the oral counting the stop- 
watch by some mishap ceased going—just at the very moment 
that he started to count. No possible stretch of imagination 
could attribute this amazing coincidence to telepathy, but it 
was every bit as singular as many an incident that has been 
too hastily attributed to supernormal causes. The story is not 
without its warning against such unfounded assumptions.

C. E. B.

Ir  any of our readers have not made acquaintance with 
those storehouses of the results of long and painstaking re
search, the late Admiral Csbome Moore's "Glimpses of the 
Xest State " and "  The Voices," we would draw their attention 
to the announcement on the track page, from which they will see 
that a limited number o f copies of these valuable works can 
now be obtained at this office at considerably reduced prices.

LEVITATIO N  : ANCIENT AND MODERN INSTANCES.

The Rev. F. Fielding-Onld, M.A., in the comae of a recent 
address on the psychic experiences of the saints made the fol
lowing allusions to the phenomenon ol levitation :—

D. D. Home says: ‘ During these elevations I usually ex
perience in my body no particular sensations other than what 
I can only describe as an electrical fu lbvit about the /of . . .” 

St. Teresa (died 1 5 H2 ) says: “ Sometimes my whole body 
was carried with my soul, so as to lie raised from the ground, 
but this was seldom. When 1 wished to resist these raptures 
there seemed to me somewhat of such mi'jhty feres under my 
/ret, which raised me up, that I knew not what to compare 
it to . .

Dr. Crawford, of Belfast, has recently succeeded in photo
graphing a psychic rod, a kind of column of occult force, and 
the foregoing accounts of the sensations of the levitated might 
lead one to conclude that the phenomenon is accompanied by 
the rising rod's presence beneath the feet, very much as s lift 
is sometimes, I  understand, raised on a kind of steel pis
ton rod.

Mrs. Wallis's control, however, says that objects, tables 
and so forth are raised usually from abate. by attraction, and 1 
feel sure that in the case of St. Francis, St. Ignatius, Loyola, 
St. .Joseph Cupertino and other saints the power was from 
within, the body striving to follow the soaring spirit.

SUNLIGHT AND THE SOUL.

Our personality has been well compared to the solar radia
tion, of which only a fraction is visible in the rainbow-tinted 
spectrum of sunlight. Beyond the red, st one side, and beyond 
the blue, at the other side, there are multitudes of invisible 
rays, which can be rendered perceptible by appropriate moans. 
Each pencil of the sun’s rays carries with it a trinity of bene
diction to this earth. The visible rays illuminate the world and 
reveal the glory of Nature; the longer invisible rays warm the 
earth and give os all our wind and water power ; the shorter 
invisible rays, beyond the blue, cover the earth with vegetation, 
and thus feed rnan and beast. What is visible is not only the 
smallest part of the flux of energy streaming from the sun, but 
it is the least permanent. The invisible part of the aolar radia
tion, which bathed the earth in ages long past, lives with us to
day—on the one hand it warms snd illuminates our rooms, and, 
on the other, it lias helped to mould the surface of the earth : 
compared with these invisible rays, which science has revealed, 
the visible sunlight of the past was only s beautiful snd tran
sitory episode. So. too, in our human personality the smaller 
and, perhaps, the least permanent part is that self of which 
we are now conscious.

— S ib  W illiam  F. Baebett, F.R.S., in the 
"  Contemporary Review."

INVOCATION.

[Verses written inspirational! y after attending ono of Dr. 
Vanstone's contemplation circles

Ancient of Days! with every day uprisen,
From hoariest eld. arrayed in morning dew,

A fragile thought of Thee, Whom thoughts imprison, 
We re-exbaJe in thought of Thee anew.

Receive us now, in full snd sweet surrender 
Of all we are and all we hope to be,

Knwheeled about of immaterial splendour,
And worlds on worlds that re-embody Thee.

Thou Parent-fount of oar most secret being!
The Spirit cries from out a narrow place,

And, swept beyond or mortal sound or seeing,
Is re-upcaught of Thy Divine embrace.

e. m . a.

Tbe Rev. K. FiELDiNo-Ol'LD will deliver his lecture, "The 
Psychic Experiences of the Sainte,” at the Church of S t Ktbel- 
burgathe Virgin, Bialiopsgate Within, on Thursday, July 11th, 
at 3.30 p.m. Tbe Rev. Or. Cobb will take tbe chair. Seats 
will be reserved on application.

Mass**. K eoan P acl & Co. are publishing very shortly s 
little book, entitled "  The Opening Door." edited by John 
Batten. It consists of communications received during the last 
three years, and purporting to come from a group of spirits 
under the leadership of Cardinal Manning, tbe other chief com
municators being Charles Kingsley snd Samuel Wjfherforce.
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THE HEALERS AND THE HEALED.

Tlio method wo Imvo now boon driven to adopt of call
ing in ft higher world to redress tho balance of tlie lower 
lifts developed itself of Into yours very romftrknbly in tho 
direction of healing. Tlio recovery of people sick in mind 
»ml body through tho I'osort to supornormnl agencies, or, 
in some instances, through supornorninl powers coming to 
tho rescue on their own ncoount, has boon proved many 
times to be n fact. I t  is truo that the particular kind of 
power at work 1ms been tho subject of dispute. The 
orthodox medical man, while admitting tho cure, lias usually 
refusod to accept tho idea of a spirit operator. For our 
part, tho theory -in this particular connection at least— is 
a side issue. The whole question is, was tho patient cured 
or not I I f  the answer is ‘ Yes," then here is a new idea, 
a now method. Study it, follow it. I f  there is really an 
unseen human agent at work he is not likoly to be jealous 
of gaining tho credit of tho cure, and his existence is quite 
independent of the belief or disbelief of outsiders. You 
linvo the result, i t  is good ; and if  the fruit is good, the 
tree is good.

That is very much tlio nttitudo taken up by E. M. S., 
the author of “  One Thing I  Know,1’* a title obviously 
dorivod from the remark of the blind man who was given 
bis sight by the (.rent lloalor of Oalilee, to the scandal of 
tho Pharisees. That blind man, by the way, appears to have 
boon the first of the Pragmatists. He lmd benefited by a 
fact and was quite indifferent ns to whether or not it was 
mi orthodox fact or squared with any pet theory. G. M. S., 
in the hook under notiro, tells an extraordinary story 
in a simple and sincere way. There is a preface by Mr.
.I, Arthur Hill, whose commonts on the case are given in his 
own fashion, full of shrewd insight and good sense. He 
am speak with the authority of experience and a long and 
careful studyof the questions involved. Further credentials 
take the form of ‘ Testimonials’’ from Lady Lush, Mr. 
Eugene Stock, D.O.L., nnd tho Ilov. Canon Ktorr, Hon. 
Canon of Winchester Cathedral. These testify to the 
voracity of the author, and to the facts, whatever their 
interpretation, being ns sho status them. The Indy’s medical 
advisor deposes to his patient’s illnoss nnd her recovery.
He does not accept the Spiritistic tlioory but hns an 
explanation of his own involving tho question of n mental 
“  complex.”  Wo aro not unfnmilinr with tho theory of 
complexes. There is n good deal to he said for i t ; only it 
is apt to lie overworked. Like tolo|uithy, it is not sufficiently 
inclusive to cover all the facts of psychic science,

E. M. S. relates that for fiftoon year's sho hud practi
cally Inin on her hack, having only sufficient strength 
occasionally to get neress her room or to walk into another 
room -an effort which always exhausted her. She had 
consulted over it dozen medical men, specialists and general 
practitioners hud tried innumerable remedies nnd curative 
treatments, hut without avail. One day a friend lent hor 
a copy of liimiTj nnd hor attention was arrested by u para
graph, entitled ‘ Tho Ministry of Healing,” in which a Indy 
described how she lmd been cured of a growth on the 
kidnoya by a doctor from tho spirit world. E. M. S. wroto 
to this Indy (wo well remomhor the occasion) nnd was put 
into touch with the medium, n young woman of excep
tional paychie powers ; and then follows the story, strange 
enough to all who are unfamiliar with psycho therapeutics, 
of how the cure was effected. It  lias n special interest to 
all who are interested in the subject of healing, whether on 
their own behalf or tlmt of others, and ill its way it pro 
vides valuable instruction for stiiilonta of psychic science in 
its larger aspects, for the metlusls and ditfieiiltic* of spirit

control and spirit communication are well illustrated in t|„ 
various episodes narrated. I f  the case seems unique ot 
ovon rare, the explanation is that so foiv of the poisons who 
could givo similar testimony linve tho courage or tho 
opportunity to record their experiences.

In "Hypnotism and Troatmont by Suggestion” • W( 
get another phase of this question of healing. Tlio author, 
Dr. Albert K. Davis, o f Liverpool, sots out in his book to 
explain in simple language the various treatments tunbniced 
in tile term psycho therapy, and his theory is evorywhoro 
buttressed by his own practical oxporioncu in vurious formi 
of inontul treatment. Much, perhaps most, of wlmt he 
says will bo fairly old ground to studonts and practitionen 
of psyoho-thompy, hut to the man who knows nothing of 
these things, nnd his name, alas! is legion, the book may 
bo of the highest value ns a manual. Here is a now ivay 
open to him for the banishment o f some of tho ills that 
flesh is heir to,”  01 believes itself to ho, which is very much 
the same thing, nnd indeod illustrates the argument from 
another direction. As regards l)r . Davis’s theories, wo are 
not quite nt one with him in some directions. But tlmt is 
a small matter. W e return to our original proposition. If 
the method works well it  is a good method. Further light 
will come with further practice and observation. In tho 
meantime Suggestion ns n cure for various ills should be 
subjected to the severest tests by all o f us. Many of us 
have tried it with excellent results. I t  1ms its limits, of 
course, like everything else. I t  may make a lazy man 
energetic, but it w ill not make him prosperous in spite ol 
his laziness. In  some directions, however, its results border 
on the miraculous. Two quotations from the hook may 
well come in hero. They w ill illustrate Dr. Davis’s treat
ment of his sub ject:—

It  seems almost too simple and too good to ho true. But 
it is true, and it is founded on tho great law that the subcon
scious part of mind governs the physical body and in its turn 
is controlled by reasonod suggestions from the conscious mind. 
I t  is not ovon necessary that the suggestions made in the first 
instance should bo true : they may be quite contrary to fact 
and apparently opposed to all reason. By reiteration the de
sired effect is produced, and they beoome true. When a person 
in [lain persists in saying, “  I  have no pain,” or an inveterate 
smoker in saying, ‘ ‘ 1 have no desire to smoke,” the one is 
opposed to sensation and the other to fact, The effect, how- 
evor, is soon apparent: the pain lessens, and the desire to 
smoko is diminished.

It  may seem foolish for a person who is in pain to keep on 
repeating to himself, “  M y pain is getting better ”  or ‘ I have 
no pain." To act in that way would appear to he opposed to 
common sense. A  little reflection will prove that the hasty 
conclusion is a wrong one. The message which is uttered is 
being convoyed to a part of the mind which is incapable of 
controversial argument, and constant repetition will have its 
effect. That mind, prior to this, lias implicitly believed its pos
sessor every time lie said, “  I  am very ill.”  W ily should it not 
ho convinced ovon more by suggestions which aro in conformity 
with the natural desire to he strong and healthy f

I t  is nn excellent book. Email doubt it will guido some 
of its readers to health along new lines. So many 01111« 
linvo been wrought in these directions that we may safely 
forecast such a result. But le t its consultants use their 
common souse. There are some diseases that need the aid 
of n physician. Serious complaints should come under tho 
attention o f a qualified medical man, nnd the patients’ own 
effort at self-suggestion employed only as a reinforcement 
of tho doctor's efforts.

L.S.A. Cl ah OKN P a r t y ,— Dr. Ellis T. Powell having kindly 
offered tho uao of the garden of his roaidoneo, ”  Rosodeno,* 
Christchurch Avenue, Brondosbury Park, N.W., for a garden 
party on Saturday afternoon, July l.'ltli, those mtmbtrt of the 
Louden Spiritualist Alliance who desire to lie present are asked 
to solid in their names to tile lion, secretary of the Alliance it 
an uarly date. As mentioned by Mr. Witluill at tho social 
meeting on the .'tilth ult., toa wilt bo ’ provided, but guests will 
he expected to bring tlioir own more solid refreshments, such as 
biscuits, and, of uonrso, sugar! Those who attended tile last 
function at "  Roaedone” are cautioned that tlioy will now find 
a garden in war condition, owing L> dearth of labour (nr keep
ing it in pro|<or trim.

B Juliu M Wklkkui ll*. 61I. m l, Slmpkin, Marshall tils. Ud. ikI).
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THE EDUCATION OF SPIRITUALISM.

Bv H hnhy F ox .

ltoal education is not bo much book learning or knowledge 
of the classics or matheinaticH or science or history us solf- 
dovolopmont. The heart and soul require development quite 
ft» nmol» as the houd and intellect ; and a man who has never 
loarnt to know himself ami all that he is or is capable of be
coming has never yet boon properly educated—though he bo 
tho most brilliant ncholar. Our universities produce numbers 
of these brilliant scholurs, but very few really educated men. 
Tho moro brilliant their (scholarship, often the more ignorant 
thoy nro of thomsolvos, because their intellects have beon cul
tivated to the neglect of their hearts and souls. The inner 
man has thus of ton been shrivelled up till he hardly exists ut all.

Yot the world needs souls even moro than intellects, for 
man is soul—and is not merely intellect.

Germany is the standing proof of this ; and our own imita
tions of German intellect confirm this proof.

Our great superiority ovor the Gormans lies in this—that 
wo have not yet quite exterminated our souls. Our higher 
iduoation has had something of the real man behind it, and so 
our land and our race still stand for something profoundly 
human, whilst Germany stands for something profoundly in
human.

j It is far moro important for us to know what a man really 
is in his inner self than to measure what he knows, i f  the 
man is “  a wrong sort,” his knowledge makes him tho more 
dangerous. A  brilliant scholar, in political power over us, may 
be a danger to his country. A  man of great heart and of

j limited “  education,” as wo call it, may be the saviour of his 
country. Everyone knows examples of this ; and so wo are 
driven to the conclusion that tho education of a man's spiritual 
nature is far more important to him and to us than the educa
tion of his intellect on the lines which secure for him at present 
all the great prizes of life.

For that reason Mr. Bernard Shaw seems to have some 
grounds for looking at Mr. Fisher’s scheme of secondary educa
tion for the masses as a very considerable national danger 
unloss it is founded on something more fundamental than Mr. 
Fisher or any other great scholar seems ever yet to have 
realised. In other words, unless man’s education begins with 
knowledge of himself, he is cultivating his lower self at the 
oxpenso of his higher nature. He loses thereby Ins inspiration, 
and becomes more or less of a soul-less pedant. The education 
of the future calls for a higher ideal of education than what we 
call scholarship. This ideal is supplied by the knowledge and 
cultivation of the inner man as proclaimed and taught by 
Spiritualism, by which is meant not so much the cultivation of 
intercourse with the spirit-world through mediums, as the 
stimulation of the growth of man's own consciousness of the 
spirit-world and such a soul-enlightenment that at last he comes 
to regard himself as something quite different from his body, 
his senses and his intellect. His point of view about all men 
and all things in heaven or earth is then entirely altered : ho 
sees himself as a mere temporary inhabitant of this world of 
physical life and sensation—a spiritual being clothed in flesh 
for definite purposes and with a definite mission to fulfil. 
Whother or no ho recognises that he has been here before 
matters but little. What does really matter is this— that he 
knows that he is not here for his own purely personal ambitions 
or ploasuro or profit. The moro ho knows his real self, the less 
solfish ho bocomes. Orthodox religions may have signally failed 
—as thoy often do—to change his attitude towards his follow 
mon; but Spiritualism in its higher aspects makes him feel that 
ho is ono of thorn as they are part of him. I t  is a revelation 
of man's real unity, and this revolution becomes the foundation 
of all his political, social, moral and intellectual life.

This affects his viows about everything. Is it polities ho 
hsa to faco P Then ho faces it for others' sake to help his 
brothor in sorrow, griof, or poverty. Is it social reform P Then 
hit ideas of reconstruction are built on the fundamental unity 
of all mon’a clashing interests. His sympathies are with the 
poor and afflicted, not with the rich, the prosperous, and tho 
luxurious. Is it ignorance P Ho knows where and how ignor- 
ince disappears from tho human heart and where real know
ledge bogins. This seems to be the greatest revelation of 
Spiritualism, and is of more practical importance than )>orsonal 
comfort and all its hopes hereafter.

An education which is built up on such a foundation will 
produce scholars none the less brilliant that they havo another 
•narco of bo til knowledge and wisdom open to thorn—a now 
fcmrco of inspiration which will make entirely for tho great 
cauao ef human progress. Tho scholarship of the future will 
hedeo|HW and wider than tho scholarship of tho past, and who 
nhall venture to say whore it will end P Knowledge will grow 
with freedom of mind and thought, and will deliver men's minds

from tho thraldom of force and fear, now represented by Pots
dam and Purgatory in all their varieties. History, politics, and 
sciouco will run on now lines in the coming day.

Tho light is boginning already to pierce through tho clouds 
which hide tho roal truth from our intellects. As tho light 
grows, wo shall find that any need to rosort to experiments with 
mediums or similar attempts to pierce the darkness has beon 
rendered obsolete by a higher consciousness from within. Then 
our roal scholars will be those who will load the way with their 
higher knowledge. This war is rapidly proving to us that for 
the whole human race life on this globe is intolerable without 
this higher education. Nothing olse can reconstruct our 
civilisation,and even though it may mean thecasting of all our 
political, social, and religious institutions into the melting-pot 
to be cleansed, purged, and refined from the grossness of their 
selfishness and ignorance, that reconstruction must sooner or 
later bo undertaken. Tho object of our efforts in our prayers 
should be more light, for victory will follow the light, and 
light alone will conquer the world of darkness.

THE SOUL AND THE SADDUCEE.

Sir William Barrett’s lecture, “ The Soul and Our Modern 
Sadducees," delivered at the residence of Lord and Lady 
Glenoonner, Queen Anne’s Gate, on Thursday, the 13th inst., 
was heard by a largo and deeply interested audience, which 
included a high dignitary of the Church. As tho address is, 
we understand,ito appear in the form of an article in a monthly 
magazine, we can only give a brief resumé of it here.

Tho Rev. F. Fielding-Ould, M.A., who occupied the chair, 
referred to the lecturer as one of those who had laid the 
foundations of modern psychical research.

Sir William, in the course of his preliminary observa
tions, alluded to the saying of the late Professor James that 
“  the soul had gone out of fashion.” James himself strongly 
opposed the materialism of his time, and his remark indicateti 
his awareness of the tendency to explain all the facts of 
consciousness and personality in the terms of matter. The 
soul was regarded as a function of the brain, something 
incidental to the play of physical activity—in scientific phrase 
an epiphenomenon. To-day the soul was no longer out of 
fashion. This devastating war had brought home to the minds 
of the community a sense of the great realities—a sense which 
previously had fallen into abeyance. To-day the lines of 
division between sect and sect were being broken down ; there 
was a feeling of brotherhood and of the essential spiritual 
unity underlying all forms of religious doctrine. The lecturer 
then passed to a consideration of the events which long before 
the war had led many to the idea that some of the evidence 
needed to stem the materialism of the time might be obtained 
along the lines of a study of psychical phenomena. Much of 
what he said in this connection, although familiar to old 
students of tho subject, will bo (when published) of the deepest 
interest to inquirers, especially the sketch which he gave of the 
great work of the Psychical Research Society, in the course of 
which he mentioned that its members had included all recent 
Presidents of tho Royal Society, beginning with Sir William 
Crookes. Tho S.P.R. had a larger representation in science, 
art, literature and tho Church than any other scientific body. 
Only two men, Mr. Arthur James Ralfour and himself, wore 
left of the original vice-presidents, although one of tho mem
bers of the first Council, Mr. Porcivai, was still amongst them 
and was present that evening. Sir William paid a high tribute 
to the work of the Spiritualists precedent to the establishment 
of tho Society. There had been some distinguished minds 
amongst tho oarly Spiritualists and he instanced Professor l>e 
Morgan, the celebrated mathematician, and Dr. Alfred Russel 
Wallace. “  All honour," said Sir William, “ to those pioneers 
whose courage was so great, so noble and so doveteli ! ”  Tho 
strong testimony the distinguished lecturer bore to the para
mount importance of the religious aspects of the movement was 
significant, coming as it did from a typical scientist and 
psychical investigator. Sir William touched lightly upon some 
highly controversial matters. He seemed to think it conceiv
able that the soul might In* inherited from the parents, and 
found reincarnation and conditional immortality not unreason
able hypotheses. He also oxhibitod some spirit drawings of 
unusual artistic merit, but found no time to go thoroughly into 
the subject of such phenomena.

Sir William spoke for nearly an hour and a half, and was 
listened to with tho deepest interest. At the close Major 
Hildor Daw moved a vote of thanks, which was seconded by 
Dr. Abraham Wallace.

T ub E ditor will 1m absent on a brief holiday by the time 
those lines appear. Letters needing his personal attention will 
be hold ovor until his return.



198 L I G H T [June 22, lili»

A TREASURY OF CONSOLATION.

Gerald M a m e t  o n  Psychic Evidences.

“  What would I give," said to me a poor fellow who had 
lost a dear little one, “  if I could only believe that she is living 
still, and near me, and that I  shall see her and have her again 1" 
But he could not: that state -of mind which we call faith had 
not been wrought out in him. Now this later revelation of 
Spiritualism makes its first appeal to belief, by demonstrating 
the fact of continued existence in another life ; that gives us a 
fine, fresh start for jumping the life to come—repeats for us 
the proofs, indefinitely multiplied, said to have been given in 
miracles eighteen hundred years ago, and believed in generally 
up to the point at which the “  britchin’ breaks.” It gives not 
only faith but positive assurance. This time the existence of 
the spiritual world is going to be placed on a firmer footing 
than ever—not as a mere creed or dogma, but as a verified, 
enduring, ever-present, familiar fact. In truth, I believe the 
life here will be lived in the presence of the Unseen as it never 
yet has been, and the dim religious light which has been lovely 
as moonlight, and with no more life in it, will be changed into 
vital sunlight and vivid day, whilst all that is worth having in 
religion will be wrought out in a real, practical, positive philo
sophy. The word “  spiritual "  has lost it« meaning, so remote 
from our world has the thing become ; but this will recover it 
once moie in reality. Instead of the other world remaining 
dim and helplessly afar off—a possibility to some, a doubt to 
others, a perplexity to many, and an abstraction to most—it 
will be made a living verity, visible to many, audible to more, 
present with and operant through all.

“ Thou canst not show the dead are dead,” says the modern 
poet, in reply to the doubt of these days, and that assurance 
has been clutched at as a staff of comfort to support the de
crepitude of belief. But we can show that the dead are not 
dead We have had them coming to us in our own homes and 
private experience, and proving their presence with us by 
infallible signs of recognition.

Dead men and women we saw laid in earth 
Full-length and fastened there, come freely forth,
Once more arisen full-length to their feet,
In spite of coffin, grave, or winding sheet.

We have had them coming lack to us and beginning the old 
conversation just where it was broken off in death! Wre know 
that they are not dead but alive with us. They make our 
dream of immortality a fcober certainty of waking bliss.

Our lost darlings have not gone off from us like an escape 
of gas, as many seem to imagine: the life has not vanished in 
general law. They are individualities still, intensified by their 
fuller affection for us. We know that they think of us as we 
of them: their tuition is our intuition; and we know that 
thought is spiritual presence, and there is nothing between us 
but a viewless veil.

An American writer has replied appropriately enough to the 
vulgar notion of spirits after death going nowhere in particular, 
having nothing on, and finding nothing to do. He remarks :— 

“ I  tbink that saving a little child,
And bringing him to his own,

Is a «lamed sight better business 
Than loafing around the Throne/’

We are not left without an echo from the shores of the 
Infinite Unknown. Some of us have heard and recognised the 
very voices of those who have passed over; others have seen 
the glorified forms of the loved and lost, holding up their 
lamps across the night to cheer us on in life, and to light us at 
last through the Valley of the Shadow of Death.

For us the dark of death grows all alive and starry with 
smiling shapes and gracious presences; our mental firmament 
is all ashine with spiritual forms of the old life that reappear to 
us as people of the light.

I speak of facts known to multitudes—facts not limited to 
professional mediums, but springing up all over the land in the 
most unexpected ways and places. And let these facts once 
take possession of the national mind, the result will be incal
culable. As a people we are sceptical of theory, but we wed 
our fact for life or death. We make up in sureness of grip for 
oor slowness of movement,and do not easily let go wliat we have 
on<;e laid hold of. God Himself must find it difficult to get some 
truths into us,but once in, the DeviJ cannot get them out again. 
We are not easily illuminated—not soon set on fire—but we 
bum well when kindled: whether judged by the spiritual 
fervour shown in life, or by the white faces of the martyrs out- 
flashing the flames as they have smiled up to the cloud of wit
nesses arou/id them at the scene of their transfiguration in 
<leath. And this fact of Hpiritualism will yet l>e grasped as

with a death-bed clutch of the delivering hand that 
down to lift us into new life.

I cannot help laughing to myself at times a» I think of I
this much maligned and despised .Spiritualism ia shoot >, 
accomplish. Here are our clergy asserting Sunday tb0 
Sunday, in the name of God, any number of things which *, 
number of listeners do not believe, only they have hoard t>. 
repeated till past all power of impinging—things which ths 
themselves do not believe if they ever come to question tc* 
own souls. And here is this new thing in our midst that, 
destine«! to put a new soul into belief, and usher in smart* 
tion day. I t  is like watching the grim black thunder*ckr/, 
mounting the dead calm sky with a deliberate haste that mu, 
you hold your breath till they touch the sharp edge of <a. 
other.

How little do they dream of the new dawn that is cchl., 
up the sky ! Nay, it is already flaming in at the wind«;»!,* 
trying to look into the shut eyes of the sleepers, which* 
fast closed to the glory shining on their faces. For the Lr. 
hath poured out upon them the spirit of deep sleep, and Lr. 
closed their eyes. They are dreaming how to roll the t«ÿ 
back the other way once more into the night of the past,** 
while they are passing face upwards beneath the radiant*, 
over their heads which is the dawn of a day that is not the i 
blind to the splendour of its coming; deaf to the birds of lip; 
that are up and singing ; and senseless to this amazing spfv- 
tion of God Himself, who is now on earth with a visible py 
sence, perturbed and dissatisfied with the current repraer* 
tions of Hirn which have been so unfaithful and untrue. ffLr. 
will they do when they wake ? Vainly clutch at their tempn 
possessions with a terrible tenacity, knowing they have : 
spiritual kingdom.

“  Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, for ye shut up tit 
kingdom of heaven against men.”  And it has burst open 
door ye closed, and the keys are dashed for ever from joc 
keeping.

I f  the so-called religious world did but believe, and «so 
really know what they profess to believe ! Have they w 
read, in the prophecy of Joel, that it should come to paMsh* 
ward that God would pour out His Spirit upon all flesh, u. 
our sons and our daughters should prophesy, our old zm. 
dream dreams, our young men see visions, and “  also upon à < 
servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I poor«» 
my Spirit ”  ?

I f  they would but comprehend that the book of Revehu 
is not closed Î And it is not for us to determine beforeh-: 
the shape in which that prophecy shall be fulfilled—not fors 
to prescribe the laws and the limits to the going forth of tel 
Spirit of God ; and after all, these manifestations may be frv: 
Him ! I f  they could but admit the possibility of His par- 
over the consecrated churches and revealing His present* t&i 
few simple outsiders, as of old He passed over the prié '. 
Greece and Rome, and chose the son of a carpenter and a fev 
poor unlettered fishermen to be the living lamps of the k* 
revelation of His love, whilst Greek and Roman were usedt 
blindly pass on the new light into other languages and las 
without any illumination for themselves !

Consider now, you who accept Christ as sole medi*V 
between God and man, in time and eternity—consider in 
countless questions that will arise in the human rnindtowfcc 1 
no answer is given in the Christian record, the mysteries 
unexplained, the problems unsolved, and then remember 
words, “ I  have many things to tell you, but ye cannot bear tbs 
now.” Do you not suppose he would try to communicate!]* 
later revelations— these truths for which the world was notp 
pared in his mortal lifetime ?

If they could but understand what Spiritualism is going 
effect for real faith and eternal truth, instead of shoutingk 
the fire-engines to come and put out the «conflagration L» 
reddening the sky, as they will do when they wake, theywerj: 
embrace us and aid us all they could. For see—just ft* 
scientific research is getting too much for the old creeds—fk 
we have discovered the secret of life in Protoplasm, & 
are on the point of finding the median ¡cal équivalait of ofr 
seriousness ; just when we are assuming that force comes irfi 
the visible side of phenomena, and thought is only molecsk 
motion, and mind a property possessed by matter ; just d* 
the scientific report is that the deeper we dive, the farther̂  
recedes the supposed heart-beat of the eternal lifo; and ton*' 
up to humanity for the loss of our Father in heaven, we bin* 
length, possibly at full-length, found our long-lost grandfitkr 
of earth in the fields, or forests, or floods of the fore-world" 
breaks this revelation from the unknown and, as they sssud*- 
unknowable. Just when wo had proved that miracles could »>' 
bo, and therefore never had lieon, in breaks the rniraculoujoo* 
more; we have one “ Hume” answered by the other (Ho* ; 
and the impossibility «da thing «hies not prevent its happening (
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he whole realm of mystery is once more wide open, the parti- 
ion walls will bo thrown down Hat, together with all who 
ssned their whole weight upon them, and there is one more 
banco for God in our corner of the universe

— From “  Concerning .Spiritualism," by 
G e k a l i> M a ssey .

TH K F IG U R E  5 IN  T H E  W A R .

“ The Globe ”  o f the Gth inst. contained an article of nearly 
icolumn in length consisting simply of a list of outstanding 
«rents associated with the war, which have occurred either ori 
the fifth, fifteenth, or twenty-fifth  of the month. We will 
content ourselves by quoting those which occurred on the 5th 
alone. Beginning by pointing out that it was on July oth, 
1914, that the Kaiser presided over a conference at Potsdam 
of the leading men of Germany, such as General Moltke, then 
Chief of Staff, Admiral von Tirpitz, great bankers, railway 
directors, and captains o f industry, and, it is stated, asked 
etch of them in turn whether he was ready for war, the writer 
goes on to remind us that this conference was succeeded 
imong other occurrences by the following : On August oth our 
Foreign Office made the announcement of the declaration of 
nr; on September oth the Germans reached the nearest point 
to Paris that their armies have ever occupied ; on December 
oth they occupied Lodz. On May oth, 1915, the Germans 
chimed a victory at Ypres ; on July oth the Kaiser is reported 
to have made a remarkable speech in which he said the war 
would be over in October. On the same day the British took 
the offensive and advanced north of Ypres. On October oth 
I'nnco-British troops landed at Salonica, and M. Venizelos 
resigned. On November oth the rumoured resignation of 
lord Kitchener was announced and officially denied. On 
Jsnuary 5th, 1916, the Premier announced the Government's 
decision to adopt compulsory service. On June oth Lord 
Kitchener was drowned in the “ Hampshire.” On December oth 
Mr. Asquith’s ultimatum appeared in the Press, and Mr. Lloyd 
George tendered his resignation. On January oth, 1917, an 
important conference o f the Allies took place in Rome, anil on 
the same day Braila was captured by the enemy. On February 
oth diplomatic relations between Germany and the United 
States are reported to have been broken 'off. On April oth 
the Germans attacked at Rheims, and on May oth the French 
gained a victory at Craonne. On June oth there was a battle 
in the North Sea, one destroyer being sunk and another severely 
damaged. Lastly it was on the oth of last January that Mr. 
Lloyd George made his famous speech on the Allies' war aims. 
The article concludes with the reflection that “  We shall shortly 
be entering on the fifth year of the war, and the cabalist may 
find some manifestation in this fact to hearten or depress us.” 

A few days later a correspondent wrote to the “  Globe "  to 
call attention to another coincidence— riz., that in commemora
tion of the sinking of the “  Lusitania ” on July 7th, 1915, a 
medal was struck bearing the mistaken date July 5tb, 1915.

Sib A r th ur  C o n a n  D o y l e 's book, “ The New Revelation,” 
an be obtained at L io h t  Office for 3s. 9jd. post freo.

Just as we go to press we learn with sorrow of the passing 
of Lieutenant William McKenzie, eon of Mr. and Mrs. James 
Hewat McKenzie, who succumbed on the 12th inst. to wounds 
received in Palestine. Lieutenant McKenzie passed away 
in a Greek monastery in Jerusalem.

" Problems ok  P e e s o .v a l it v ."— Mr. E. Kay Robinson 
vritee to thank us for the notice given on page 190 to his 
remarks on this subject, and to point out that his little maga
zine, published at Warharn, Glamorgari-road, Hampton Wick, 
i» entitled “  The Meaning of Life,” not “  The Purpose of Life.” 
The latter was the title of an article. He makes the correc
tion to enable any of our readers who are acquainted with 
authentic caaee of the kind quoted to send them to him.

Mas. I). P a r k e r , of Braughing. Herts, was in her bed
room on April 24th when she thought she heard twice the 
Voice of her soldier son calling “  Mother." She ran down
stairs, thinking he had come home, but there was no one 
there. This week-end she has been officially notified that her 
•on, Private H. R. Parker, Middlesex Regiment, was killed in 
action on April 24th.— “  Evening News " for the J 7th inst.

Spiritualists' N ational U nion, L t d .—The secretary of 
the Union, Mr. Hanson G. Hoy (30, Glen-terrace, Clover Hill, 
Halifax),writes that all the retiring officers and members of the 
Council have been re-nominated, and as no now names liavu 
teen put forward, they are re-elected. He adds : “  On behalf 
»1 the K.0.1 wish to thank all those members and societies who 
hsvs written their acceptance of the Council’s advice. I t  is 
mcaursging to know that effort is appreciated."

AU TO M ATIC  W R IT IN G  A VALU ABLE  TESTIMONY.

I have not bo far seen any reference in L ioht to the valu
able personal testimony to the actuality of the phenomena 
known as “  automatic writing ” which is home in the April 
number of the “  Nineteenth Century and After ”  by a lady 
contributor who writes under the twofold signature “  Mary E. 
Monteith (Elizabeth Vaile)." The testimony derives its value 
not merely from the high standing of the magazine in which it 
appears, but from the calm—one may also say the detached- 
way in which it is set out. This witness is evidently not a 
woman of the hysterical and emotional type, but one who is 
able to keep a level head and judge dispassionately of the facts 
which come under her observation. She begins at once by ad
mitting that automatic writing, though it has played a large 
part in converting people to a belief in a future life, runs 
the gauntlet of severe criticism owing to the fact that a similar 
form of writing is demonstrated in hysterical cases in the great 
nerve hospital of Europe. Nevertheless she is satisfied that 
real messages are received hy this means both from excarnate 
and incarnate individuals—in the latter case quite irrespective 
of distance. Her interest in the subject was aroused some 
years ago hy learning of the receipt of imperative messages 
for her hy a perfect stranger who could have known nothing 
of the communicating individual in his earth life, the said mes
sages being accompanied by decided proofs of the personality 
of the sender. This individual, whom the writer refers to as 
“  Dr. Neil," urged her to develop her own latent faculty, and 
before long she was able to verify a message which encouraged 
her to continue. The first part of this message was given in 
her presence through the hand of a friend, and was to the 
effect that there were people in distress at a certain number in 
a certain street in the town, and that Miss Vaile was to go and 
see what she could do for them. Later she was told through 
her own hand that the people had but recently lost their 
parents and were in need of work. The directions given 
were followed and the facts found to be as stated. This was 
only the beginning of a series of very remarkable veridical 
communications, including more than one fulfilled prediction, 
which the author goes on to narrate at length. The whole article 
well deserves perusal.

D. R.

TO-MORROW'S SOCIETY MEETINGS.

These notice« «re confined to announcement« of meetings on the coming 
8unday, with the addition only of other engagements in the same 
week. They are charged at the rate of Is. for two lines (including th« 
name of the society) and 0d. for every additional line.

Steinway Hall, I/jwer Seymour-street, W. 1.—6.30 p.m., 
Mr. E. Haviland. 30th, Mr. A. Vout Peters.

The l/md'/n Spiritual Missif/n, IS, Pemhridy e-place, W. 2.— 
11, Mr. Horace Leaf; 6 30, Mr. P. E. Beard. 26th. Miss 
McCreadie.

Spiritualist Church of the New Jterealiny, 131, West End 
Lane, Hampstead.— II,  Mrs. Mary !)avies; 6.30, Rev. D. F. 
»Stewart, M.A., “ Caresses of the Infinite.”

Briyhtan Spiritualist Brotherbxxl.—Old Steine Hall.—11.30 
and 7, addresses by Miss Felicia Scatcherd. Monday, 7.4/5, 
special lecture by Miss .Scatcherd on her personal experiences ; 
silver collections. Tuesday and Thursday, 7.45, enquirers. 
Lyceum every Sunday at 3. Visitors invited.

Uriyhton.— Windsor Hall, Windsor-street.—11.15 and 7, 
addresses by Mr. O. Todd ; descriptions by Miss Fawcett and 
Miss Hoskins : 3, Lyceum. Wednesday at X, public meeting.

Kin//*ton-on- Thames, Bishop's Hall.—6.30, address by Mr.
E. Mead.— M. W.

Holloway.—(Jmveilalr Unilinear lliyhyate Tulte Station).—
11.15 and 7, Mrs. Jennie Walker, of Canada. Lyceum every 
Sunday at 3 26th, Mrs. A. Jamrach: solo by Master Sam
Murray.

Camberwell.— Masonic Hall.— 11, Mr. Heritage : 6.30, Mr. 
A.V. Peteis. 30th, 11, Mr. H. E. Hunt; 6.30, Mr. R.Boddington.

Battersea.—Jpt, St. Johns Hill, Clapham Junction.—11.15, 
circle service ; 6.30, Mrs. Podmore. 27th, 8.15, Mr. H. Leaf.

Lewisham.— The Priory, Jiiyh-street.—3.JO and 7 p.m,, 
Fulham Lyceum open sessions; 5 p.m, tea provided.

Iteadiny.—Spiritual Mission, 16, Blayrace-street.—Address 
by Rev. Susanna Harris.—T. W. L.

Woolwich and Plums tend.—Perse ce ranee Hall, Villas-road, 
Ptumstead. 3, Lyceum; 7, Mr. H. Wright, address and clair
voyance.

I hbrb are those who will have Heaven to be a fixed and 
changeless place of everlasting happinoss. But if Heaven hath 
no end, neither can it have boundaries ; wherefore change must 
ever endure i—M. L b F, SJ.
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J U S T  P U B L IS H E D ,

C O N A N  D O Y L E ’S N E W  BOOK ON T H E  S P IR IT  W O RLD.

THE NEW REVELATION.
B Y  A R T H U R  C O N A N  D O YLE .

P rice  3/6 net. ."Fbstage 3$d.

Dedicated to all the brave men and women, humble or learned, who 
have had the moral courage during seventy years to face ridicule and 
worldly disadvantages in order to testify to an all-important truth.

H O D D ER A STO U G H TO N, Publishers/LONDON. E.C.

SPECIAL OFFER.
We ofhave secured a limited uumber o f the remainder 

V ICE-AD M IRAL USBORNE MOORES BOOKS. 
"G L IM PS E S  OF THE NEXT STATE ."

This book contains the narrative of a  man wholly devoid of psychic faculties,
ith e  *who has been led by a  ministering visitant from the next state of consciousness 

into the investigation of Spiritism.

Published at 7 6 net- Cloth, 642 Dages. 
post free.

New copies offered at 6 -

“  THE VOICES."
A Sequel to  "G lim p ses of the N ext S tate ."

A Collection of Abridged Accounts of Sittings for the Direct Voice.
Published at 6 net- Cloth, 461 pages- New copies offered at 4 - 

post free.

L ig h t  Office, 6, Queen Square, Southampton Row, W.C. 1.

NOT SILENT IF DEAD!
By H. (H AW EIS ). Through the Mediumship of Parma.

“ From beginning to end it is wholesomely and ardently good.” — 
L io bt .

F ourth  Edition. Cloth. 195 pages. P rice 2/11 post free .
Office o f L ig h t , 6, Queen Square, Southam pton R ow , W .C . 1.

The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION. Ltd..
8TE IN W AY  HALL. LOW ER 8 E Y M O U R  ST., PO R TM A N  SQU ARE. W. 1.

S U N D A Y  E V E N IN G  N E X T , a t  6.30 p .m.. M r E  Haviland. 
June 30 th, Mr. A . Vout Peters.

Welcome to all. Adm i.iion  Free. Collection. 
Steinway Hall is within two minutes' walk of Self ridge’a, Oxford St., 
and five minatee from Bond Street and Marble Arch Tube Stations. 

Spiritualist, and inquirers are invited to join the Association.

THE LONDON SP IR IT U A L  MISSION,
13, Pem bridge Place, Bayawater, W.

At 11 a.m.... 
At 6.30 p.m.

S U N D A Y , J U N E  23bd.

...................................  MB. HORACE LEAF.

........................ _  MR. P. E. BEARD.
W E D N E S D A Y , J U N E  2otb, at  730 p .m.,

MISS McCREADlE.

THE CHURCH OF HIGHER MYSTICISM,
22. PR IN C E 8  STREET, CAV EN D I8H  SQU ARE, W. 1.

At 11 a m
A t 6.30 p.m

He

S U N D A Y , J U N E  23bd.
....................... Mrs. Fairclotigh Smith.
........................Mrs. Fairclongh Smith.

aling Service after the Evening Meeting.

Address.
Address.

NOW  H E A D Y . N E W  EDITION.

SPIRIT TEACHINGS.
Through the Mediumship of William Stainton

("M .A . Oxon.") Mo,t‘

By Automatic or Passive Writing.
With a Biography by Charlton T. Spoor and Two Full-Page I’nttm,

Eighth Edition, Bound in Cloth, 324 pages, prioe fl/. not 
or post froo 6  6

Office of L ig h t , 6, Queen Squire, Southampton Row, \V,C, 1

SECO ND -H AND  B O O K S  FOR SALE
At Office of “ Light,” 6, Queen Square, Southampton 

Row, W.C. 1. Post free, cash with order,

"  T h e N a tu ra l an d  S u p ern a tu ra l ; o r  M an, Physical, ApparltionaUod 
S p ir itu a l."  B y J. E n m o rc Jo n es. V e ry  scarce. Cloth. 484 pages, 1», 
** T h e N ear an d  H eaven ly  H orizo n s."  B y M adame dc Gosparin. cloth. 
311 pages, ls .6 d .— ** A to m ic C o n scio u sn ess— A bridgm ent." HyJ.Batlmm 
p h ilo so p h e r  an d  seer. C loth , 58 p a g es , 2s.—  ‘T he Burden of Woman* 
C om p iled  b y  F ra n k  M ond. C loth . 230 pages, 2s. 4d.— "  Human Phyilolori 
T h e B asis of S a n ita ry  and  S o c ia l S c ie n c e .’’ B y T. L. Nichols, M l). Wfo 
70 illu s tra tio n s . C loth , new  cop y. 5s.— "  W ho’s Who for 1916." An Annual 
B io g ra p h ica l D ictio n ary . O ver 20,000 B iograp hies. Cloth, 2,452 pam, 6. 
6d.—•* S tu d ies of P a ris .” B y E d m on d o D oA m iclfl, including Studies (( 
H u go  an d  Zola. C loth , 276 pages, 2s. 6d.— "  B eautiful Joe.” The Auto- 
b io gra p h y  of a Dog. B y M arsh all Sau n d ers. A Classic of Animal Lilt 
C loth , new cop y, illu stra te d  by C has. C opelan d . 399 pages, 2s. lOd.-' Tlt 
U n d er D og." A  S cries  of P a p ers by V ariou s  Authors on the Wronn

................................................. H an d o f Man. Edited by Sidney Tri*
Worry and "

S uffered  fiy  A n im a ls  at th e  H an d of Man. 
I llu s tra t io n s. C loth , new  cop y, 3s.— "  Sex  Problem s in 
B y W m. L e e  H ow ard, M.D.

orry and Work* 
........ KsoUrit

orry ai
C lo th , n ew  cop y, 204 pages, 2s. 10d.- 

A n th ro p o lo gy . The M ysteries  of M an." a  Confidential Treatise on tb 
F u n ctio n s, A ttra ctio n s  and  P ervers io n s, Anatom ical, Physiol 
T h e ra p e u tica l, H yg ien ic  and  H yd ro p a th ic . B y T. L. Nichols. M.D. Clotk 
new  cop y, 340 p ages, 6s.— "  W ays o f E scap e." A Book of Adventure it 
F ra n c e  an d  B elgiu m . B y D ouglas G o la rin g . Illustrated by Edgg 
L a n d er. C loth , new  cop y. 228 pages, Is. 8d.— G ossiping Guide to Wale»: 
T ra v e lle rs ’ E d itio n , w ith  M aps. P lan s, and  Photographic Illustration!, 2t 
" J a p a n :  An In terp reta tio n ." B y L a fca d io  H earn. Cloth, new, 649J»agcc, 
4s. 9d. — "  T h e Dop D octor." A South  A frica n  Story. By Richard Delian. 
C lo th , 671 pages. 2s. - "  B ond Slaves.”  A re a lis tic  Essex Story of Firmer!

M ysteries of M agnetic H ealin g. By B. Copson G arratt. Cloth. 237 Met*. 
2s! 6d.— " W h a t I Saw in  R u ssia .” B y th e  H on. Maurice Btnng. Cloth, 
illu stra te d , 381 pages, Is. 3d.

BO OKS R E C O M M E N D E D  BY S IR  A. CONAN DOYLE,
Raymond ; or, L ife and Death. By Sir Oliver Lodge ; 11s. post fre*.
Psychical Investigations. Some Personally Observed Proofs of Sur

vival. By J. Arthur H i l l ; 6s. 6d. post free.
The Reality of PrychicPhenomena. By W. J. Crawford, D Sc.; 5s.6d. 

post free.
On the Threshold of the Unseen. An Examination of the Phcnorntti 

of Spiritualism and of the Evidence for Survival after Death. Bj 
Sir Wm. F. Barrett, F.R.S. ; 7s. post free.

Is Spiritualism of the Devil*? By Rev. Fielding-Ould; 3d. post free.
Our Self A fter Death. By Rev, Arthur Chambers ; Is. 3d. post free.
Primitive Christianity and Modem Psychic Phenomena. By Rev. Chu. 

L. Tweedale : 4d. post free.
The Voices. By Vice-Admiral Usborne Moore ; 4s. post free.
Spirit Teachings Through Wm. Stainton Moses ; 6s. 6d. post free.
After Death. Or Letters from Julia Through W. T. Stead; 3*. port 

free.
Life and Spiritual Experiences of E. Dawson Rogers; 6id. post fret.
I Heard a Voice. By A King’s Counsel ; post free 6s. 5d.
Man is a Spirit. By J. Arthur H i l l ; post free 5s. 6d.

L ight Office, 6, Queen-square, Southampton-row, W.C. 1.

Psycho-Therapeutic Society, Ltd., 2 6 ,  Red Lion-
square, London. W. O. I  (nearest Tube Station, Bolbom). JPr* 

Healing Mondays and Fridays, 2 to 5 p .m .;

Wednesdays, at 7.30 p.m., Lecture* by Mas. F aibclocgh Smith at 
H aopnead Conservatoire, Eton Avenue (opposite Swss Cottage 

Station, M et. Rly.).

WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION,
Thraafk P am £ t between 4 sad $, Broadway, Wimbled».

BUNDAY NE XT , J U N E  23bd.

Evening. 6.30, Servie« ..............  MR. ERNEST HUNT.
W E D N E S D A Y S .— Healing, 3 to 5. From 5 to 6, Mr. Richard A. 

Buah attends to give information about the subject o f Spirit
ualism. Enquirers welcomed. Next Wednesday, 7.30, MEETING 
FOR MEMBERS ONLY.

W . T. STEAD BORDERLAND LIBRARY & BUREAU, 
22a, Recent Street, S-W. 1.

Holds a Meeting every T H U R S D A Y  AFTE R N O O N  at 330 p m , at

The International Psychic Club, 22a, Regent 
Street, S.W. 1.

Member* and friends are welcome.

Thuraday, June 27th .......................... MISS McCREADlE.

Fre
-ldavs, 2 to 5 p .m .; Wednesdays, 5 to 8p.m. 

Special Diagnosis, Fridays, by appointment (small fee accord™ m 
means). In  1916 nearly 2,000 treatments were given with excel**! 
results. Donations earnestly solicited, and membership (£11<- V* 
annum) invited, entitling free admission to lectures and uie of Urgt 
library Soldiers specially invited. Apply Hon. Sec.

Spiritualists when ii
b j  Hunstanton House, 18,

"C“

in London should stay at
Endsleigh-gardcns, London, N.W. 1 

minutes Eustou Station, 5 minutes St. rancras and King's Cron ; 
central for all parts; perfect sanitation. Terms : 4s. Bed and Brtie | 
fast; do charge for attendance. Pull tariff apply to Mrs. SUtlrj J 
Watts, Proprietress.______________________________________________

lurative Suggestion,” by Robert McAllen. |
Explains bow hypnotic suggestion acts, with evidence shownl 

its value in treating moral, mental, physical and nervous disorders- 
as Insomnia, Neurasthenia. A c .; free by post from the sritlxv, 
Regent House. Regent-street. London. W. 1. and Croydon.

lecond-Hand copy of “  Raymond, or Life and
Death.’* By Sir Oliver Lodge For Hale, in fair condition k 
It**  from L ig h t  Office 6, Queen Square, Southampton Ho«

I ife and Spiritual Experiences of E. Dawson
J  Roger». Late Editor of L ight anrl President of tho 1,8 A 

Cloth, 73 pages, 2 portraits, 6Jd. post free, or 3s. 6*1. dozen l,n.M 
Office, 6, Queen Square. Southampton ltow, W.C. 1.
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