A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research.
“ Light! More Liont !"—Coethe. “ W hatsoever doth make makipist is ivim .— Pnul,
No. 1,946.— Vol. X X XV II11. [Registered as] Saturday, April 27, 1918.

NEW ADDRESS-
6, QUERN SQUARE, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, W.C. 1L
COMMUNICATIONS intended to be printed should 1)0 addressed to the
Editor. Business communications should in all eases be addressed to

. F. W. South, the Manager, to whom Cheques and Postal Orders
should be made payable.

Subscription Rates.-Twelve months,

10s. 10d.; six months, 5s. 5d.
Payments must be mode in advance.

To United States, 2dol. 70e. To
France, Italy, &*, 13 francs 86 centimes.

WholesaIeAgents Messrs. Simpkin. Marshall, Hamilton, Kent and Co.,
Ltd., 31, Paternoster row, London, E C. 4

NOTES BY THE WAY.

“La Revue Spirito” publishes some extracts from a
forthcoming work, “ Death and its Mystery,” by Camille
Hanrrarion, the great French astronomer. They are
contaired in a letter from M. Flammarion to M. Paul
Leymarie, editor of the journal, and deal with cases of
manifestations from the dying and the dead, which, as M.
Flammarion well observes, throw much light on the great
psychic problem.  Hero is one of the cases which may well
keadded to tho increasing mass of records coming under
the general head of telepathy. In 1910, Mine. D., the
young wifo of a French soldier at the front, was suffering
severely from anxiety and suspense, for the pair were
devoted to each other, and for several days no letters had
beenreceived from him.  On the 25th August of that year,
honever, a reassuring letter arrived, and in celebration of
the event a family party was given in the afternoon. At the
request of Mine. 1)., her young sister, who played the piano,
gave a rendering of a ballad of Chopin, of which the soldier
wes particularly fond. During tho playing of the piece
tho young wife gave a violent scream and fell into a swoon.
nrecovering herself she cried out in agony “ Oh, it was
terrible what | saw—terrible!” It was not until some
days later that Mme. D. could he induced to say what she
hed scon, and  then she confessed that it was a vision of a
battlefield, amid the carnage of which her husband lay dead.
Not until later was it ascertained that on tho same day
and hour (3 o'clook on August 25th, 191(i) the husband was
nortally wounded. The case is thoroughly authenticated.

» « »

We print elsewhere in this issue a brief article by the
Rev. F. Fiolding-Ould, “ When Will the War End?”
M. Fielding-Ould is well advised, by tho way. in avoiding
tho more secular side of this question.  We should bosorry
toseeanyone commit himself now to any prophecy which
inolved a time. That the war will end nmurvr vr biter, it
isquite safo to predict, but the when and the how seem
tobo for once beyond tho vision of the seer. Yet there
rro aspects of thowar which lend themselves to  prophecy,”
wing the word in its fullest sense. We can say of it, as
M. Fielding-Ould suggests, that it will not end until the
Etermal Purpose has been served, and tho Eternal Purpose
is inseparable from the Eternal Process, which is the
evolution of humanity. We may well ‘think nobly of the
soul” when we see how terrific are tho forces which its
actions when nii.ntimtnl cun sot in operation. The fatalist,
with a truly “ fatal facility,” 178 concluded that mankind
is the sport of mighty forces, the puppet of unknown
povers, little realising tlmt humanity Is itself put and
parrel of these same forces and powers.

. < a

There are those who in their sorrow anal despair arc
ready to level indictments against Monarchy, Capitalism,

[PNewspaper.] Price Twopence.
Commerce, Politics, or ' Secret Diplomacy” as heing
jointly or severally the causes of the war. At the sae
time the Creator and Religion are blamed for not having
prevented it. These are all very poor arguments, showing
alack both of the sense of responsibility and of consecutive
thinking.  There were many contributory causes; probably
the chief one was the failure of humanity to develop that
degree of intelligence necessary to control the forces at
work. That is what we are here for, that is our destiny,
and we may resign ourselves to the fact that God will not
interfere with the process, and that all attempts to shift
the blame on to the other shoulders, whether of men or
things, is vain. Man is here to direct intelligently all the
lower forces of life, before lie can effectually appeal for the
aid of the Powers above him.  For the rest, as Mr. Fielding-
Ould suggests, we must not lose our sense of proportion.
Even a world-war like the present is a very small episode
in the universal order—* a trouble of ants in the light of
a million, million suns.”

* * * *

Under tho title “ The Princess of Cranks” the
“ Christian Commonwealth” of the 17th inst. publishes an
interview with Miss Lind-af-1lagehy. If all "cranks” were
as various in their talents, as wide in their outlook, and as
level-headed and sagacious as Miss Lind, the term "crank”
would have a very different signification.  Indeed the title
does not apply to our “ modern Portia” at all, for a crank
is a person of one idea, and Miss Lind is a woman of ver-
satile genius.  For us, of course, she is of especial interest
by reason of her knowledge of and sympathy with Spirit-
ualism.  Here are some of her remarks on that subject as
recorded by the interviewer, who writes : " We spoko of
the decay of Atheism and so came to Spiritualism.  She
told me how she had listened to a sernon of Father
Bernard Vaughan's in which he had denounced Spiritualism,
and said that if we saw spirits they were evil ones. |
went home [said Miss Lind] and read the New Testarment
as though | had never read it before. It is full of Spirit-
ualism from beginning to end. It ameze« me that there
are people who think that Spiritualism is anti-Christian.
The Church should make use of psychic gifts.' *  To which
we may add that in doing so the Church would only lie
returning to its original practice.

THE L.S.A. MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT U Ni».

Tho L.S.A. Council and Lioht acknowledge with thanks tho
following further donations towards the hind of 110,000 :(—

Miss E. Morgan

A Well-Wisher

‘To the Memory of S. C. W.
Mrs M. A. Hawkins
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On. IV. J. Crawford has just published through Mr. John
M. Watkins a pamphlet entitled “Some Practical Hints for
those Investigating tho Phenomena of Spiritualism ”—a most
useful little work, price (id., (lost free 7d. A review of the hook
will appear in an early issue.

“Thk Ministry of Amgbls Hhrk ani> Brvond," by a
Hospital Nurse (with foreword by the lato Rev. Arthur
Clmmbors), has just been published by Messrs. (. Hell A Sons,
Ltd. (price 2s.). A review will appear shortly. Meantime, it
may be mentioned that the author is our contributor “Joy,”
end the tsiok limy be obtained N this office, [Hist free 2s. 2d,
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TH WS G- PSYCHOVEIRY.

SoilB EXPERIBENCES AND PRACTICAL HINTS.
Br Anna J. Chapin.

In choosing the subject of this article, | think it but fair to
state that I, who have never seen a ray of light, shall deal with
it in a different way from that which would be adopted by a
person possessing the gift of sight.

To present the subject in a practical way, | will begin by
giving some facts which have coine under my own experience
after many years of research.

Those who have never seen a ray of light must needs find
ways of learning by the senses of touch and hearing if they
would master the knowledge possessed by their more fortunate
fellow creatures. The surest channel of perception for the
blind is the hand, or rather the fingers. Should the blind per-
son possess psychic sensitiveness, this, of course, prores an
invaluable aid. | believe, indeed, that one must have some
degree of psychic sensitiveness to gain true impressions by the
touch.

And now some hints for those who seek to develop psycho-
metric power. In sensing the contents of a letter be very sure
that other hands have not first handled it, else the streams
of influence from other hands will cross and recross the original
influences and lead to confusion. Sometimes the crossing of
the influences leads to amusing results.

A friend came to me for help to find a ticket which he had
lost. 1 held his hand for a moment, after which | told him
that he must ask Dorothy, as she had it. He said that he did
know a lady of that name, but that she could not have it as
he had not seen her for months. However 1 persisted that if
he found Dorothy he would find the ticket. Clearly he did not
believe me, but that was all | could do.

Two days afterwards he came to me in an exultant mood.
Ho said that on the day before, as he was looking out some
old papers, he happened to notice a programme of the musical
comedy " Dorothy,” and, as he unfolded it, out slipped the
ticket.

At another time 1was asked by the samegentleman to sense
a letter from a lady, He assured me that he had been very
careful not to lot his own hand touch the letter within the
cover. 1saw an old lady lying in a large chair, after which |
could got nothing more, except the influence of ayoung girl.
He unfolded the letter and forthwith read it. It seemed that
the old lady was just getting over a bad illness, and after writ-
ing lour lines had fainted, so that her daughter had finished
the letter.

Perhaps the most remarkable incident of this kind occurred
one evening at u largo gathering at which | was present. A
gentleman present asked me as a favour to take in my hand a
ietter from his wifo, who was at the time in a nursing home.
1 held it for some moments, but could not sense illness at all.
To be sure | sensed a tall, finely-formed lady with a beautiful
complexion, but this was all. Very humbly I told him the re-
sult, and of course lie was very dissatisfiod, remarking that his
wifo was vory small and of pale complexion. | was, of course,
ognally chagrined. To my surprise and rolief, however, he came
to me aftorwards, and said, "Miss Chapin, 1 roust bog pardon ;
there is a mistake.” Ho then informed me that shortly before
attending the before-mentioned gathering he had mot a friend
of his, an excellent medium, and had handed her the note to
sense, and that she was a tall lady of good figure and the finest
licsaiblu colour.  The positive influence and image of this lady
had over-ruled the impression of the poor invalid.

1 mention these things to show how very delicate are the
olomonta with which a medium has to deal in the pursuit of

knowledge.

Perhaps my readers may pardon ono more incident showing
on what a Blonder throad may depend the result of our
readings.

I was conducting a large circle whero nearly all present
wore strangers to mo, At the commencement, | had requested
the sitters to lay upon the table before mo a few small articles

so that | might coine into touch with each one by ono.

| took up a watch and chain, Biid tho first impression
that | roooivod was that a lady had lately handled the ohuin.
Tho article provod to bo tho property of a young man, the
son of tho house, and ho was quite voxod by tho suggestion
that a lady had handled it. | could only drop tho subjoct
discreetly. But at tho close of tho stance tho mother of the
young man, who was also our hostess, rose and spoko as
follows

« Jwjal, to explain about tho chain. My son always hangs
bis watch and chain on tho |<ost of hi» tad. This morning
ho did not reply to my call, so 1entered his room and stood
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talking to him for a moment, and | now remember that | lad
my hand on the chain."

Generally speaking, it would seem that a blind persm
should 1» able to do bettor in this field ; yet, aftor all, tre
success deponds largely on the personality of both parties.
Many times | have handled things coming directly froma
person who seermed to give out littlo or nothing perceptible
to the psychometric sense.

Then, too, the mood of either or both of the parties at the
time may militate in some subtle way against success. It stands
to reason that some people are far less receptive to thoso foroes
than others.  Still, if they would give oarnest study to the
subject they could learn much, but most of them are too busy
or too unbelieving to grasp the best that isopen to all.  Sare
persons, again, go to the other extreme, believing all that istdd
without question or thought.  One extreme is quite as bed &
the other. The best helpers are patience and common serse. A
seeker who learns all in a short time is likely to come to grief
sooner or later simply from egotism.

In cases where the sitter brings to the medium sonething
which was worn or handled by one who has since passed anay,
1 find that as a rule the touch depends little on the thingwom
but rather upon the fact of the contact made long ago between
the mortal and the spirit.  If the spirit-friend has learned to
return to tho earth nothing is needed save the presence of tre
sitter and the spirit and the ability of the medium to conplete
the chain.

If the spirit has learned nothing of tho possibility of retum
all the psychometry in the world will not help the sitter.
the other hand, somme very small thing or fact may prove evi-
dential.  The truth is that even the best taught of us are but
children in the lowest grade. What we actually krfow is &
yet very little, even in the case of those who have pessed
the border. Ore thing at least is sure, namely, that without
perfect harmony all is worthless; love is the only lever by which
we may hope to cone near to the land whore our dear ones
dwell.
In the study of psychometry, it is of the greatest inmport-
ance to keep your thoughts quite free from outside matters, o,
rather, to try to remain perfectly passive, so that you may catch
the influences from the spirit-friends. | do not believe in sit-
ting quite alone, but rather with someone who is also psychic
and who may give you a certain help which a seeker neeck.
While sitting, refrain from talking. Do not fold the hands
nor cross the feet.  Should you feel sleepy, yield to the feeling.
These sl hints are of some use in sitting. | may add that
during sleep one may see or hear things from beyond which
might not come in the waking hours.

Asa rule, one counts a dreamas naught, but | firmly believe
that the spirit-friends can and do come nearer to us then than
when we are about our daily duties.

If, onthe other hand, you think it better to seek the aid ofa
medium instead of trying to develop yourself, |1 advise yon,
when you have found onewho proves reliable, to concentrate i
this channel of communication rather than to go from medium
to medium By remaining constant to one medium, you will
find that your spirit-friends will becorme used to him or her, and
you will get far better results.

Again, should your chosen medium make mistakes in trans-
lating the messages from the spirit-world, bear in mind that
psychic conditions are highly subtle and uncertain, and exact
and regular communications are not to be expectod in the
early stagos of a science which is yet in its infancy.

A GENERATION AGO.
(Kaou “Lioht” of April 28th, 1888.)

Thk White Bird op the Oxenhams.—We have received
from a member of the Oxonham family a corroboration of the
story to which we lately referred [an instance of the traditional
death warning of that ancient Devonshire family]. The white
bird was last soon by an aunt of the writor's a day or two
before her sudden death. It is not seen by every member of
tho family but only by certain of them. It will bo remombered
that Kingsley mentions the fact in “ Westward Ho.”

With the January number the “ Revue Spirite "’ enters on
the thirty-first year of its existence. Our compliments to M.
Loyrnario and all good wishes. [This moans that in January
last tho “ Revue Spirite ” entered on its sixty-first year, and
wo echo tho congratulations of a generation ago.— En.J

Wn learn with regret of tho illness of Mr. E. F. Craddock,
which bos necessitated his leaving London. Ho soorns to bo
suffering from nervous shock consequent upon a bad €Xperience

m an
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THE INVESTIGATIONS OF MRS. AUGUSTUS
DE MORGAN.

Notes op an Address uy Miss Dallas.

In lier address on this subject at the rooms of the Alliance,
6, Queen-square, Miss l)allas bej'an by pointing out tho great
value of Mrs. De Morgan’s book, * From Matter to Spirit,” now
out of print. She expressed the hope that when the war is over
it may be possible to reprint some of tho books on psychical
subjects which wore published half a century ago, since they
contain so much matter of interest and importance.

The lecturer then proceeded to consider some of the in-
stances of psychic force discussed in “ From Matter to Spirit,”
and she pointed out that in all probability experiences such as
movenents of objects without contact, automatic writing,
community of sensation, curative effects, extériorisation of
sensibility, luminous phenomena, Ac., wore exhibitions of one
and the same force ; that just as light, heat ami motion were
mutually convertible, so these forms of energy were probably
mutually convertible also. Mrs. De Morgan had suggested
that the force (whatever it might be) which was operative in
mesnreric healing was in all likelihood akin to the nerve force
by which the mind acts on the muscles of the physical body.
She wrote

“Whatever may be the essential nature of the vital fluid
it can hardly be doubted that it is in operation in different
degrees of refinement and intensity in every human being.
Neither will it be questioned that an influence passing from
mesireriser to patient and akin to the nerve force is the active
medium of mesmeric operations. This force or fluid

is that by which all the operations of mediumship aro
carried on.”

Mrs. De Morgan was told by a control that automatic
writing is similarly done, “ by the spiritual fluid that comes
from the brain to the hand.”

The lecturer drew careful comparisons between the state-
ments made by clairvoyants, quoted by Mrs. Do Morgan half
acentury ago, and the conclusions to which later experiences
have led more recent students, and she showed how closely
the later experiences support the earlier ones.

From the consideration of psychic force she passed to that
of the psychic, or essential, body, and dwelt at some length on
the hypotheses to which experience leads us on the subject of
the body, pointing out that identity cannot reside in tho mere
atonrs which constitute what we call the physical body, since
they are perpetually changing. The essential body, called in
the Epistle to the Corinthians “ tho psychical body” (mis-
translated “ natural body ”) is even now the invisible vehicle
by which we operate, and in which identity of form is preserved.
Tho lecturer pointed out that there is concordant testimony in
favour of the opinion that our essential, psychic body operates
on matter by means of a force which is quasi-material and yet
nore akin to the psychical than are physical atoms and mole-
cules ; that this force pervades the physical organism, and that
at death it is partly withdrawn from that organism, and when
so withdrawn can be used to produce sounds in the atmosphoro
of earth and in other ways to enable the spirit to operate on
metter.

Miss Dallas went into considerable detail on this point,
quoting from various independent sources in support of the
theory. ’

Miss Dallas, of course, did not suggest that the theory can
ke offered or held otherwise than tentatively until it receives
further support from study. The view she set forth has tho
advantage of presenting “economy of hypothesis,” which, as
Dr. William McDougall has indicated, is a principle of value.

In his book, “ Body and Mind,” he wrote :—

“ The principle of economy of hypothesis , . . directs us to
attempt to conceive that the soul may be operative in the guid-
ance of bodily growth, either directly, or by moans of a general
control exercised by it over some system of subordinate psy-
chical agents ” (p. 378).

What aro those subordinate psychical agents ? May they
not be the force, or quasi-material force, which is spoken of in
communications from tho other side as tho noxus through which
psychical phenomena aro effected by discarnate spirits and

which operates in mediunmship.
Tho abovo brief notos indicate tho line along which tho

lecturer directed the thought of her audience.

j.irr; is probation, and tho earth no goal
ut starting-point of man

—Browning.

G H T

REALITY AND VISION.

Tho “ Occult Roviow" for April contains, amongst much
interesting mattor, a remarkable article entitled “ Rents in
tho Curtain : a Study in Certain Aspects of Reality,” by Mr.
G. Melbourne Mayhew. Tho writer endeavours to answer the
question : “ How far is the world as seen through the eyes of
tho child truer than the world seen through the eyes of tho
adult?” The view is taken that tho child is naturally clair-
voyant and that it has the faculty of readily identifying itself
with the great cosmic soul of the universe. Tho curtain,
which in adult life shuts out reality, is for tho child
in the making—its threads are only loosely brought
together and the whole fabric is subject to the mind. In later
life the threads are more closely drawn, the mind becomes
aware of a barrier, and the glimpses of the beyond are few and
far between. We give briefly an example or two from Mr.

Mayhew's article.

The Rev. S. Baring Gould says that when as a boy of four
he was driving with his father through the country, he had a
vision of hundreds of little people about two feet high running
and capering over the horses’ backs.

In another case a child of six was going with his parents to
visit a relative. For a part of the journey the child sat on
the box by the side of the coachman, and through some unex-
plained cause lost his balance and fell into the road, the wheels
of the carriage passing over him. When picked up the child was
found to be unhurt, although the vehicle was a heavy one, and in
reply to questions he maintained that a little boy had lifted the
wheels as they passed over his body. Hadn't they seen him?
he inquired of his parents.

For an experience in adult life we take an incident that oc-
curred in the life of Gluck, tho musician. “He had been
spending the evening with some friends in Ghent; and as he
returned to his lodgings he saw going before him a figure that
closely resembled himself. It followed the route through the
city that it was his custom to take, until on reaching the door
of his house, it drew out a key, opened the door and entered.
On this, Gluck refrained from entering himself, and returned
to the house of his friends,where he passed the night. The next
morning they went together to his lodgings, and found that the
heavy wooden beams of the ceiling of Gluck's bedchamber had
fallen in the night and crushed the bed. Had he slept there,
nothing could have averted his death.”

“THE ONLY SURE ROAD.”

The speculations of philosophers are tiring and confusing. |
am deeply convinced that the way to find God, so as really to
know Him, is by love. Philosophy, concentration of thought,
asceticism, have each their place in human education, but love
is tho only sure road to knowledge, the only faculty by which
we can know anything or any person. God cannot be known by
abstract speculation or by philosophy, however logical; but by
the exercise of love He is known, in the outflowing of soul sym-
pathy with the Spirit who is our source, our life, our goal—our
abiding home. This efflux of sympathy towards the Divine
Spirit relates me to every spirit in whom that Blessed One
dwells, for whom that Eternal Love cares; thus God is known in
His children. Seek from Him the abiding power of loving, and
rely on tho exercise of it for growth in spiritual knowledge.
This is tho secret of the pain of the world; suffering is the
crucible in which love takes form.

Ask yourself, in the presence of life’s problem of sorrow,
what object could justify such tremendous cost ? What end
would adequately correspond to the sacrifice and agony of tho
present ? One object alone would be worth all this. If by
this great suffering an ideal perfection of righteousness and
beauty of character will be achieved in communion with Divine
Lore assured; if by travailing in darkness and enduring
human woe we may each share in working out this glorious
end, then wo may say, “Amen, so be it”; and for the joy

that is sot before us, with Christ, we will consent to endure the
cross. The process seems long, the scheme is too great for us
to comprehend ; bHt let us keep our eyes fixed on tho goal
which will justify the present awful experience in the only way
in which it can bo justified, namely, by revealing it as the only
means by which that goal can be reached.

A mor.

LIGHT ” SUSTENTATION FUND, 1918.

To the lists of donations given in previous issues, amounting
to £139 10s. Id., wo have now to add the following, with
gratoful acknowledgments :—

£ s d

Mrs. Gerald Lutwyohe . 0 4 q
Mrs. M. A. Hawkins ... U |
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syllabus of meetings, classes, Ac-, apoly to the

FROM THE ((ROUND IP WARDS.

Amongst sore of the wise teachings we Once heard
given by an advanced intelligence in the next state was the
aphorism, ““ Individual improvenment is the basis of general
advancement.” As a noral meximit is unexceptionable.
We do not think even Mr. Clodd could describe it as
“ nauseating drivel.” In the light of all we have learmed
of spiritual powers and influences we can take the saying
and infuse it with fire and nmeaning. We know now. for
instance, that individual inmprovement is not only good in
itself but reacts in a multitude of subtle psychical ways on
the race at large. Telepathy gives us some suggestive
lessons on the point. A mmean who is raising himself is
lifting with him unconsciously everything and everybody
with whom he is in touch. There is a divine contagion ip
goodness even when it is passive. When it is active, as it
nmust be fully to deserve the nane, it has a penetrating
power. We may see the thing in epitonme in the conditions
of a circle for spirit communion where the presence or
absence of some particular person rich in thesoul qualities
required may meke all the difference to the results. His
mere presence is sufficient.  He brings inan elemrent which
transmutes as by alchemy all the others which before were
sterile. There is, indeed, a kind of celestial chemistryin the
matter. Sonme of those who are anxious to inprove the
conditions of earth might do better by following this counsel
of self-improverment than by nore external nethods. Let
them remember that all the greatest work is done beneath
the surface, unseen, unsuspected, but wondrous, indeed,
when in the end it comes to light.

It is one of the greatest revelations of Spiritual science
—we get nore than a hint of it in psychometry—that
everything is ‘ written down” somewhere—that the
Book of Life, with its records of everything said and dore,
isitsreal as, and a great deal nore permanent than,any book
ever produced by the aid of the printing press. Itisa
Book we study every day and all the tine, and it is a book,
too, to which we are all contributors. It contains the
record of every soul, and it is very sure that sore of its
finest passages have been the work of those who were least
wvocal, least conspicuous in the world’s eye.

We peruse it now only in a dim fashion, but it helps s
wonderfully in our judgments of men and things. For all
the truest verdicts we neke core of a kind of inner vision,
and those who have this nost clearly are least at fault in
their readings of character. We heard a poet say once that
be could read a man’s whole life in one glance of the man’s
eyes. These swift intuitions are rare, of course, but they
are real, and it is in their reality that we see one of the
avenues bywhich those who seek “ individual improvement”
may carry out on the deeper side of life all their aspira-
tions for the betterment of their fellons. For under the
crust and grime of earth in the lowliest man or woman is
something exquisitely sensitive, something that responds to
the sight or touch of that which isakin to it We tend to
grow like that which we see.  The soul is raised merely by
entering th< presence of those who are thenselves mplifted.

It is all independent of speech or action, although these
may intensify the inpression and confirm it

Behind all the clash and confusion of the extermal
woorlld thantal seens to the superficial t(l) beI mDMrgﬂ dHIJs
and eter tragedy are powers silent resistless
shaping everything in accordance wimya perfect Plan)./
Those powers touch the highest things and the low-/, and
their outworking in physical evolution the outer side—is
from low to high. (tre aspires to be a teacher. ' ery
well, he must begin by being an obedient pupil, making
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hirreelf efficient in the sirallest and meanest things, teedh
ing hineelf, in fact. He nmay seek to evade the dugirc
service, but it is vain.  Nature will not have itsa  Ha
nessage, whether to the man or the nation that agoires «
advance, is that nothing ran be “shirked.” The ides il
not save you, however much you aspire to them if ya
neglect the real. Desperate is the struggle of the retion
which has folloned high ocodes of conduct but regected
the low, snmall things which call for plodding, petiet
industry when it hes to grapple with a ration tH,
having folloned only the low things, hits yet fd-
loned them Ihoraii/jnly.  The lower race goes doan &
last because great struggles between races now tum rt
only on the low things, but on the high, and the hder
etermally prevails; but never can the higher be nace ©
sene the loner end. When the efficient Thug strades
the innocent, unsuspicious traveller, it is becase te
traveller wes inefficient, i.e., unsuspecting, negligent ad
taking no precautions. Sainthood alone is o ddate
against the sharper. The saint must be as wily'as theraLe
who would outwit him  Efficiency, however spiritually un
developed, will always be nore than a match for irefi-
ciency, however spiritually aspiring, so long as the cotest
is in the physical arena.  Neglect of the lower ddige
tions is punished alnost as severely as nreglect of tre

higher ores.

So it cores, then, that the self-inprovement couredled
by the spirit sage must be improverment all round, rothirg
neglected, however mean, if it belong* to the task. Benifit
be bricklaying, the soul that aspires to teach will kea
better teacher by reason of the fact that all his bricks hae
been well and truly Laid, that he proved his spiritual e

city by becorring first physically efficient.

E3IERSON, PROPHET AND IDEALIST.

“ In the middle of the last century a wave of new thought,

of emancipated ideas, swept across the Atlantic and joined
currents with a similar wave of intellectual iconoclasm then
asserting itself in England. The former had its apostle in
Ralph Waldo Emerson, the latter in Thomas Carlyle. In
an ago given to materialism, both in Science and Theology,
Emerson shone as a new star, and his influence among thinking
men has not waned in the half-century which has since passed.
Rather it grows stronger as time goes on.” In these words did
Mr. W. J. Vanstone, in the hall of the Art Workers’' Guild on
the Dth inst., introduce the subject of his lecture, “ Emerson,
the Prophet of Transcendental Idealism.” The career of the
sage of Concord, who was bom in Boston, U.S.A., in 1803,
presented no very striking features. Mr. Vanstone told of the
straitened circumstances in which the death of Emerson’s
father left the family (little Ralph and one of his brothers
shared a single great coat between them); of a studious youth
(Emerson was a schoolmaster before he was nineteen and later
alternated university training with farm labour); of his brief
experience as minister of Second Church, Boston, till his grow-
ing impatience with a narrow theology compelled him to re-
sign ; of his visits to Egypt, Sicily, Paris, Geneva anti England,
anti his meeting in this country with John Stuart Mill, Words-
worth, Gladstone, Browning, Ruskin and Carlyle; of the fervent
friendship which sprang up between Emerson anti Carlyle, men
of the most opposite temperaments; of Emerson's presidency
of the Transcendentalist School (“ The Club of the Like-
minded "), which among other matters discussed Spirit-
ualism, as far as it was then known; and of the great
attraction he exercised as a preacher and lecturer. Emerson
was at once a poet, a teacher and a prophet. To him every
flower, stone, star or cloud had a spiritual meaning and was
charged with a divine message. Life was but the unfolding of
the Infinite in the finite. God was in His world and all was
well. Emerson revealed the beauty and mystery of the great
fiver Soul and expounded the reality of true spiritual laws.
Matter to hirn was not the full expression of soul, and thought
was not bounded by material comparisons. The events of life
were the operations of spiritual forces of which the matorial
fact was but a partial expression. He beheld symmetry
beneath distortion, and truth underlying error. He im-
parted to life a new meaning and revealed its transcendental
aspects, claiming its truths to bo as old as the ages. He gave
to intuition a place above reason. Intuitive thou%ht h-apod
into his consciousness in flashes of inspiration, and he told his
message with prophetic declamation rather than scientific

reaaon.
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PSYCHIC RESEARCHER AND THE

the
INCARNATION.

Xow Light upon the Fundamental Fact oce Christianity.

A Lecture by Ellis T. Powell, LL.B.,, D.Sc.

(Continued from page 12.1.)

Now we are acquainted with two species of incarnation,
bothtemporary, but one much more fugitive than the other.
Tre latter is the form of incarnation which we know as a
"oontrol,” where the spirit which is native to the body gives
pae for a few moments to a stranger.  lluring the presence
o the visitant the native spirit waits near its fleshly home.
This fact shows that our ancestors made an excellent shot
whnthey said that in these inscrutable episodes the man was
“hesice hinself.”  The more prolonged incarnation is the ordi-
rarynortal life.  Of the method by which the fugitive incar-
retion is produced we know little or nothing; and as for the
ater process our knowledge extends only to its physical
mechenism  The normal act of generation does not erente the
dfsrirg All that it does is to act as a trigger, so as to release
tre reproductive functions from inactivity. Hence we speak of
procreation in the marriage service : we never drearn of regard-
irgeither parent as the actual creator of the child. Knowing
auhelementary physiological facts as these, | have never seen
anything incredible in the Virgin Birth of Christ as the means
o His entrance into incarnation. 1 have never been able to
unckerstand why the power which creates and maintains the
menellos physiological mechanism should be deemed in-
cgeble of setting it in motion except in response to one soli-
tary method of stimulus. We are assured by the discamate
intelligences that there is skilled spirit intervention at every
stlapof gestation. A discarnate friend once said to me, rather
sarcastically, © You don’t suppose the geometrical setting of
treeyes takes place of itself, do you ?” This was because 1
redventured some remark which evidenced a certain shallow-
ress of thought on this subject.] If spirit intervention is a
characteristic of every normal process of generation and birth,
whet is there inconceivable in its occasional extensiou of range,
where the circumstances are wholly «;normal P

And if we turn from normal human procreation to contem-
plate the nature of that which was to be bom of Mary, we may
reverently conjecture why the process of parthenogenesis—
thet is to say, virgin birth—was selected by the exalted intel-
ligenoes whose task it was to co-operate in bringing a supreme
qainit, native to atimeless and spaceless sphere, into the limits
indconditions of our space and time. For if, in the archangel's
watk, that “ Holy Thing” had been brought into terrestrial
life, had been incarnated, through the channels of a purely
romd human organism in response to the ordinary generative
simdws in which both sexes participate, we may imagine
«rain inevitable disabilities attaching to it in consequence of
tre limitation thus induced. The physical frame would have
been racial, whore it was essential that it should remain cosmic,
farChrist was not a Jew. It might have lost practically the
wde of its memory of its exalted native spheres—just as we
dywho only retain the most fleeting and ephemeral reminis-
aesof what we were in the plane whence we came. It wes
wential that the Master-Spirit should not be cabined, cribbed,
oorfired in that fashion, and for aught we know, its advent into
incamation with the aid of human paternity might have imposed
thee incapacities upon it. And if 1 amtold that Christianity lias
romonopoly of tho legend of a founder’s virgin birth, my
umer is that Christianity cannot legitimately claim to be the
oy faith propagated by a visitant from the unimaginable
brightress, though perhaps its great protagonist came from
noeexalted spheres than his forerunners. Thus generated,
He wes psychologically, or rather psychically, God, of the
essence Of the Father, begotten before the ages : and biologically
M, of the substance of his mother, born within the limits of
ipsce and time.  And the reason was just this—that God must
faction in the flesh if he was to come into immediate contact
with men.

Yet | ain convinced that the physical frame and organs did
impoe limitations, and that Christ did wit bring with Him into
Hihumen self the permanent and untrammelled presence of
thet personality which Ho possessed before timo began. We

all of us to know enough of the princilples of psychic life
tlieanare that a very exalted spirit simply could not inhabit
shuren frame any more than a groat mathematician could
nales a ploughman'» brain the instrument of his retinod nnd
1 iin intellect. As we shall see, even Christ Himself, when

incamete, could not always ami fully recollect the conditions
Il,. (Ht come—if. indeed, His human brain bad
.. r,,Kj,toring tho memories ,,f a transcendent life before
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the worlds, the menmories of that sea in which tine is but a
floating leaf. He knows, for instance, that there must core
an end of the age, hut His humen brain does not contain the
knowledge of its day and hour. Where He attenpta descrip-
tion He sets forth the mysteries of that world in parables,
because poetry—for His parables are poens—is a mere supple
instrument than prose.

Now this view of the Incarnation, as the entry of a suprerre
spirit into the limitations of time and space and rretter, will
ho found to throw a flood of light upon many of the nrost par-
plexing problerrs of the New Testanent. The NewTestarent
itself is something of a mystery. e nmay never know in this
life how far the hook is the product of autonatic wwiting,
and how far it represents what we may call, huranly shaking,
the direct and normel intellectual output of its authors.  That
it is, infact, a composite result of writing from both sources—
here normel, there psychic—I do not think we can doubt for a
moment.  And if that is the case, then in what we ey call
the human portions we might occasionally expect to fird
glimpses of the psychic life and utterances of Jesus, as seen by
hurmen observers who had only a vague idea of their real signi-
ficance ; and our theory of the incamation of a suprenre spirit,
limited by its physical environment, might be meterially rein-
forced from these sources. For instance, we have been con+
sidering the probable pre-existence of the soul before its
envelopment in the physical hone which we call the body.
That view leads inevitably to the theory (now widely ac-
cepted by psychic investigators) that in sleep and trance the
spirit often leaves its terrestrial home, and retumns for a while
to congenial intercourse and beneficent labour in its native
sphere. Consider, in the light of that theory, the saying of
Christ with regard to children that * in heaven their angels do
always behold the face of my Father which is in the higher
spheres” (Matt, xviii. 10). Is this utterance (recorded, per-
haps, with imperfect conprehension of its real significance)
not so much an allusion, as generally understood, to guardian
angels, but rather to sore tie between the spirit dwelling in its
corporeal tabernacle and a representative factor still remain-
ing in the higher spheres, though perheps disintegrated to
obtain terrestrial experience’< And do tho drearrs of child-
hood, and the unmistakable psychic capecities of childhood,
point to the intimacy of the union between the entities in
the respective worlds ?

The suggestion leads inevitably to the view of the incamate
Christhood which 1 think may easily becore an important
factor in Christian apologetics. We know tliat [isychic povers
are often—in fact, nearlyalways—intermittent. At ore moment
the clairvoyant is at the summit of his or her capecity, at
another time tho faculty is almost totally absent.  This is the
reason why the genuine medium whom we so shortsightedly
compel to earn his living by the use of his psychic faculties, is
tempted into inposition when he is asked for a seance at the
moment when his powers aro dormant, or when, in technical
language, the “ control ” is not on the spot. | know no reeson
for supposing that this intermittent presence of the dominating
psychic personality, admittedly a feature of ordinary “ control,”
should not also have been a characteristic of that extraordinary
“ control ™ which we call the Incarmation. The psychic Christ
may not always have controlled " the terrestrial Jesus. It is
difficult to see how the celestial visitant's plan could [wsaibly
have depended in any degree upon his ** control ” of the infant
Jesus while yet he wes a lialie upon His Mother's breast.  Nor
is it easy to sup]xse that all through the boyhoud, the youth,
anil the early manhood, the celestial “ control” persisted with-
out intermission. The exalted “ control" had other work to
do, for the universe does not “ run" itself. To nethere is
something not unattractive in the theory that there were tines
when the normel Jesus wes left to Himself—when, so to speak
it was Mary's son after the flesh who lived in the Nezarethhong,
though it wes the Incarnate Spirit who returmed to dispute
with the doctors in the temple, both hearing them and asking
them questions.  The reply to His mother's reproachful gues-
tionings was, as we remember, “ Wist ye not that | must ke
about my Father's business ?”  There, possibly, we have the
“ control " utilising the boy's brain for tho utterance of its oan
apology. Inthe original the words conbine astonishent with
dignity, as if the exalted personality wore armezed that such a
question should lie posed.

Again, in the majestic episode of the transfiguration the
divine personality is uneguivocally menifest, by mears of
phenomena which can successfully hear the strictest analysis
in the light of psychic science. We can, perhaps, discem an
intermediate condition, whore Jesus forecasts a tine when the
world shall see the Son of Man 1coming in the clouds of
heaven.” Here, it may be, there wes a mingling of the intel-
lectuality of the two personalitiecs—the hieter, with its
recollections, obscured by the human envelope, of a transit
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downwards from the planes above; and the lower, the human
Jesus, misinterpreting these memories as tho prosage of some
mighty episode to come. Finally, in the cursing of tho barren
fig tree, we have something that looks liko a species of aimless
petulance, almost, if not (juito, unintelligible, if not unworthy,
as long as wo postulate tho perpetual prosenco of the divine
personality within the physical body of Jesus, but not at all
difficult of interpretation if we suppose that the exalted
“ control ” was temporarily absent, so that the human frailties
came to tho surface and thrust themselves into activity. | will
not commit myself so far as to say that this theory has
established itself. But certainly, as | said, it opens up a new
field of Christian apologetics, and demonstrates how futile is
the idea that there is any finality about the investigation, or
the comprehension, of the Gospel records. Every age will
shed a fuller light, though few may bring so startling and yet
so satisfying an illumination as that which has its source in
modern psychic research. For here, nearly two thousand years
down the stream of time, comes a sudden access of light upon
episodes which have perplexed devout men in all ages—aye, a
flash which even goes far towards explaining that dread cry on
the cross—“ Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani "—*“ My God, my God,
why has thou forsaken me ?” | see nothing unreasonable in
the hypothesis that these words signalised some vital change in
the relationship between the supreme “ control,” and the
human or physical Jesus. For obviously, if our view is right,
the Divine “ control” could not pass through the gate of
death, being itself already on the other side of it. Therefore, at
some point or another the “ control ” was bound to terminate
or be modified, and the last cry may have signalised the arrival
of this psychic crisis.

The advanced student of psychics is asked to remember
that the above is the report of a brief lecture, and that the
inexorable movement of the clock prevented the interposition
of many qualifications, explanations, and reservations which
would have been essential if the vast subject had been treated
at adequate length.

WHEN WILL THE WAR END?

Spring has come; there are primroses all along the country
lanes, bluebells carpet the smiling woods, lambs are playing in
the fields, and at dawn the love songs of the birds are heard.
That is all typical of life as it might be if the will of God were
done. But cross the Channel, and what a different impression
we get; for five hundred miles a broad belt of mire and ruin,
blackened and blasted trees, shattered towns, trains dripping
with blood, and a hoarse cry of rage and pain from all the
conntry-side. That is typical of the havoc wrought by
rebellion against the Divine rule of life. The opposing forces
were always there, even in 1913, but now they are intensified
and organised, focussed and concentrated ; the poison which
long ran in the blood has broken out in a hideous ulcer. The
great battle is just the material counterpart of the age-long
spiritual struggle between good and evil. “ There was war
in heaven . . . the dragon and his angels fought . . ”

And so, perhaps, it is now, but not in heaven. No, there
is harmony where the will of God is done by all; but in some
lower realm there may be raging a Titanic struggle of which
this “trouble of ants” may be the echo, the swell from the
distant storm, the glow from the vast conflagration, the tidal
wave from some volcanic upheaval in other spheres of being.
The idea of crucifying the Christ did not, we may be sure, origi-
nate in this world, and the roots of the war may be in some
other realm of life. The same struggle has always been going
on in every city, home and soul, massed attacks with every
cunning device, attempts to cut our communications with the

sources of spiritual reinforcement, the poison gas of evil thought,
suggestions which should stifle every godly aspiration. When
will the war end ? people ask. This particular German phase
of it, some think, will end shortly, but the war really can never
end until the will of God is done as in heaven so on earth ; but
if we do our share bravely in the earth trenches, we shall pre-
sently pass over into the great calm where the myriad notes of
character are blended into one perfect harmony because all do
the will of God.

F. Fieldino-Ould.

Miss Cordelia Addison, of 22, Stanley-gardens, W. 11,
who has been speaking for several societies in the South of
England, is now in London, and wishing to be of use to the
movement will gladly give addresses at short notice, without
fees—travelling expenses only. This offer may be useful in
cases where an appointed speaker fails.

G HT
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THE PROBLEM OF LEVITATION.
How the Psychic RONS are Operated.
By W. J. Crawford, D.Sc.

I have read Mr. Cc. J. Hans Hamilton's article in Liutv
tho 13th inst. with some interest. 1 do not quite undent™
however, exactly what he means. .So far as 1 can seg, there.
not the slightest possibility of vitiating “ a mechanical pijii,
construction ” because of the existence of another fector, 1e
the transfer of matter to or from the medium. | ang®
well aware that the psychic extrusions which levitate tre
and make tho raps are packed with matter taken from veries
parts of the medium's body; but what has that to co»£
rendering null and void the “ rod” or *“ cantilever” treqj;
Every result 1 possess is in absolute agreement with t«
mechanics of a beam which has its root within the rdty
and which projects into the circle space and by dffe™
manipulations of its free end produces the phenomena raed

1 think Mr. Hamilton does not quite distinguish bebx<
the way this psychic beam reacts to external forces adt*
actual composition of the boam itself. There is rdir
mysterious about the former, but the latter presents ustij
at least one unknown quantity. | may as well say here ti*
an ordinary psychic rapping rod of, say, an inch dareter«
really solid at its free end—the end which impacts the flaa
thus produces the raps—for a length of an inch or two fry
the end, but that the remainder of its length right intos
body of the medium is intangible if we except the preseox
matter of a gaseous kind which can be felt if the hand isdan
across the rod near the medium. Nevertheless this practical
intangible matter behaves as a rigid body and resists drs
and transverse stresses along its whole length. It desnx
follow, however, because this is so, that some fanciful ationi
occurring in the “ basis” of matter. Rather is it to be arje
tured that the matter from the medium’s body whHcha
doubtedly packs the intangible part of the rod, isinaln
that science knows little about as yet—perhaps, ssa
friend Mr. Whately Smith suggests, in a fourthdne
sional form.

I am at present working on the composition and propert>
of the psychic “rods”; which pait of them is solid*
* materialised ” and which intangible, from what parts of te
medium's body they issue, their shape and so on, and I tit*
now quite a lot of interesting data. | am afraid thet §
results will not see the light until the publishing trade inprat
but I will certainly publish a book as soon as the ggoarturity
offers.

I have been trying some experiments recently with adnm
“ contact ” phenomena, not with the Goligher circle, butvia
a few close friends. The kind of mediumship requiredi«
such phenomena is fairly common and 1 suggest that if,
half a dozen circles were to be formed in different parts doftie
country in order to try experiments of the ‘ contact” tip
some interesting results would be obtained. At any ratetb
has been the case with me. If the matter is considered vart
while by your readers, 1 will describe some comparative
simple apparatus with which tests can bo made.

“THE UNSEEN PRESENCE.”

My note on the growth of that aching quest for a dinpe
beyond the veil which the war has inspired among relatives?
some of the fallen brings me a copy of the “ Poetry Rajen!
containing a fervent poem by Lady Sybil Grant, “ The Qs
Presence.”

I am right, | think, in saying that the poemw
written in the emotion that the author (Lord Resgay*
daughter) felt at the tidings of the death of her brother, te
Hon. Neil Primrose, in Palestine. It is on an altogetic
different note from her other work.

Some of the closing lines explain the motive of the poerar

But, if your spirit stays,
Though hid from us behind a veil,
And walks beside us through the days,
Can we entirely fail
If, when we choose,
We still can seek a sure retreat,
A garden where our spirits meet ?

—“Q.,” in the “ Evening Nens"

Husk Fund.—Mrs. Etta Duffus, of Penniwells, Elstiw,
Herts, acknowledges with thanks the following donations!
Nada, 10s.; Mrs. Groin, 10».; "A Vicar, 10s.; R. W, i’lii;
Edzell, 2s.; Mrs. Davis, 2s. !)d.; B. M. B., os.; E. and M.
Copping, os.; M. S., 10s. ; Mrs. Smith, Us.
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THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS.

A Lost Appeal ank a Dibchakok.

Treappedl of Mis* Louise Hutchinson against her conviction
ooschargeoffortune-tellingon December 27th last,when shewes
tod£l0and £10 10b. costs, was heard at the London Sessions
(«Fiday tre19thinst., but in spite of the eloquence of Mr. Percy
Hraak her counsel, the appeal was dismissed.  Briefly, the
drounstanes were that Miss Hutchinson, who is the daughter
dtrelate Judge HntchinBon, supported herself by keeping a
gH! restaurant in Westminster, and being possessed of psychic
dfsfrequently gave readings to her friends. Two detectives
cledat the place attired as officers, and, giving the name of
apranknown to Miss Hutchinson, worked on her sympathies
ly stories of purely imaginary sufferings on the battle-field,
adinouoed her to exercise her psychic powers on their behalf.
Exhthen offered her a £T note.  She states that she refused
e any payment for the “ readings” and merely charged
for tretess, but having only a few shillings in her possession
(rehaded theso to the officers and returned one of the notes,
herintention, she states, being to send the balance of the change
detothemby post, for which purpose she took their namesand
aies Arrest and finefollowed, and on the hearing of the appeal
@ad of the witnesses were re-examined. Counsel for the
gadlat elicited from one of the detectives the admission
tet he and his companion had imposed upon and deceived
tedefendart, and were not themselves deceived by any-
tirgde had told them. Mr. Travers Humphreys, who
gyeaed With Mr. Roland Oliver for the Crowmn, nade a
partof the mischief that might be done by predicting that
dfeers going to the front would be killed or wounded, but the
amwas really fought out on technical issues, although in order
opoethat the defendant might honestly lay claim to psychic
posrs M. St. George Lane Fox Pitt, one of the Council of
tre Psychical Research Society, was called to testify that such
ponasheda real existence.  Mr. Percy Handcock, in an able
gd dosely reasoned speech, argued that if by the word
‘preterd in the Vagrancy Act the Court held that the Act
negt to feign or simulate something, he might fairly contend
tet de did not preterul to tell fortunes; she actually
dd 0 If, on the other hand, the word “ pretend”
intre Act was used in its old meaning of profess-
ing or holding oneself out in some capacity, the answer
veathat she never professed or held herself out as a fortune-
tHler; she exhibited no cards, issued no advertisements. The
leood point wes the intention to deceive. In Davis v. Curry
itvesheld that such intention was one of the ingredients of
tredferce. The whole circumstances of the present case showed
thet the defendant could have had no such intention. In the
ranit, the Bench held that the facts did not warrant a reversal
dtheconviction, which was accordingly upheld.

(Onthe following day, the 120th inst., at the resumed hearing
it tre Westminster police-court of the case against Madame
CQales who wes charged on remand with fortune-telling, the
megstrale, Mr. Francis, discharged the defendant, on the
gad that it was unsafe to convict on the uncorroborated
testimory of one'witness (Mrs. Crockett, an actress), and not a
\ay satisfactory witness at that. In this case, Mr. Ernest
Wid K.C., who defended with Mr. Percy Handcock, suggested
tretthe defendant had * friends amongst the highest in the
lard” such persons as “ the Prime Minister and Miss Elizabeth
Aeqith and so on.” At the conclusion of the case Mire. Charles
faned and a demonstration of sympathy was nmede by her
frieds in court.

Space does not permit us to give more than the salient
fads in the above cases, and our comments must likewise be
lrie. It is easy to say that Spiritualism lias nothing to do
with fortune-telling, but much depends on what is meant by
forture-telling. Experiments have frequently been nmede by
pede ofthe highest distinction to test the resources of psychic
faoty in connection with the possibility of prevision—a
presunedly  legitimate  scientific inquiry. In these fortune-
tHling cases there is no manner of doubt that the Vagrancy
At wea really directed against gipsies and other vagrants who
mgt seek to impose on the public by pretending to the
possession of powers which were then regarded as fictitious.
But even to-day, when psychic faculty is being increasingly
recoyised, it is clear that any person who mekes pro-
fessian of being able to read the future, and exercises the
gft for gain, is liablo'to prosecution, whether the prophetic gift
kegenuire or not. It is unfortunate that in all the cases of

on with which we have cone into contact, the
aurs have been able to point to staterments made by the
psychics as lieing untrue and “ rubbishy.” We have heard
megistrates make a great point of the fact as something that
negatives any defence baaed on the idea of supernomal powers.
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The variahility of the gift, the susceptibiilities of psychics and
sensitives to hostile conditions and false ios—tree
things are too subtle for the ordinary legel mind ad they are
accordingly ruled out as irrelevart, evenif e, Corplaint is
meck of the abuses to which psychic gifts, real or preteded,
lend therrselves.  But there is no doubt thet the lawes it
stands at present, by its cast-iron nethods and lack of dis-
crimination, leads to douses at least &s flagat.  Under the
Vagrancy Act and the Witcheraft Act, the vilest herriden ad
the saintliest soul in this rellmof Bngland might stand sice by
side in the dock of a police-court for possessing or daimirgin
Ppossess povers of communicating with the urssenwadd. The
situation is too fodlish for wordsto desoribe. At oe pdlice-
court anallusionto thenrirades of the Bible was received by the
prosecution with a sneer.  Of coureitwes.  The Sori
records are apparently armongst those trifles of whichthe law
takes no account.

Clearly the only just rrethod is to take the draracter, his-
tory and notives of the acoused persors into acoount ad to
recognise that a faculty may be devoted to good o evil pur-
poses.  Otherwise Rasputin and  Joan of Arc, Cadliostro ad

are al put in the same gley, whichis asurd
and entirely inconsistert with any viewof the lavas beirg
*“the refinement of conTron serse”

« THE OCCULTISM IN TENNYSON'S POETRY."

With reference to M. F. W Percival’s interesting sLoges-
tion in your issue of April 13th, that Ternyson could indlce
“a kind of weking trance” and could thus get " out of the
body,” it rmay interest readers to know that anotrer far less
famous poet often found hinself in a state of trance whilst
conpoasing his poetry.  His spirit wert forth, as it were, an a
pilgrimege through the vast and weird wildemess of infinity,
through spaces thronged by stellar worlds of wordrous beauty,
through regiorns of unmessured altitude, or doan fatholess
abysses of the universe, where, as sore dllege, dnell the deni-
zens of the beyond.  But let us not deceive oursehves in this
matter; let us not play any tricks with the sod of nan ar
suppose that it is necessary to get * out of the body” before
the mind can travel on the wings of the imregiretion werever
or whenewer it chooses.  To be lost in thought—" the world
forgetting, by the world forgot "—to be for awhile perfectly
uncorscious of the things around us—to let the quiet hours
slip by whilst we are listening to the divine words of the Spirit
within us, or are absorbed inthe grand visionthat is pessirg
before our undisturbed conterrplation—thet, surely, isto ke in
“a kind of waking trance”; yet let us not suppose thet the
mind on such occasions hes gore “ out of the body,” for it is
still unconsciously burming the fuel supplied by the blood ad
the brain while trying to reach the utrost limit of the infinite
world that lies beyond rreris finite knonledge. 1 would, honr
ever, gladly listen to V. Percival if hewill kindly tell s why
he thinks that the spirit leaves the body wreniit is for a tine
lost, as it were, inakind of trance.

Samuel Waddixoiox.

Hyde Park, IV, 2

« A MASTERPIECE OF CUNNING."

The Germen mentality is mysterios. It naes nary
clurrsy mistakes in its attermpts to understand the psydology
of other nations. But in other respects its cumirg iscegpad
insidious.  Like the vanire, it knoas howto Iull its vicimto
sleep while sucking his blood.  Sonre of the depths of ererry
duplicity are revealed in the facts narrated by Mt G Ward
Price, the Rone correspondent of the * Deily Nans”  Wfiting
under date of the 7th inst,, he says

The secret pro-Germren organisation in Italy hes achieved
a mesterpiece of cunning in its labours to undamrirethe norde
of the nation.  So-called “occulltist circles” have been famred
by agents in the largest Italian toars, which influentia
people of the district are induced to join.  The Gamran agents
who organise these reuniors receive secret informretion of forth-
coming enermy mowes, and duly spell the revs out by table-
rapping in the guise of aspirit message. When events a few
days later confirm the apparent prophecy corfidace in the
supposed occultagendies is naturally inoreesedt andthe Geman
instruments use this to by the sae mears dlami
reports about theweakiness and defects of the Allies, the alleged
farthlessness of England,and the inevitable triumph of
inthe war.  The recent bonbardent of I\qdeSWaZegoalln
wes foretold in this way ata sremseance, wheretre
alarge Italian mraritime toan wes ied by “ |nspraj
agencies sore days before it
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Sfreana Hall. Learm $nr*<Mr-ttrer!. tt~ 1.—Sunday next,
6.30, Dr.W. 3. Yanstone. May .5th. Mrs. Maty Davies.

TV Lmdm spiritaml Jftora, I1s. iVwi Wi jJae, II'. &—
11. Mr. E. W Beard: .530. Mr. H. E. Hunt. Mav 1st. Mr. R.
Kin?—IL. R

'IMxAnei taJ Pinmitrod.—Prrttrrme* Hail. Vilat-niad,
Phnuitui.—3 pan.. Lyceum: 7. Mr. Tayler Gwinn, address.

Brijitia— JTreAw Hail. HWitrnrfrwi.— 1115 and 7,
special addresses by Lyceurmbts : 3, Lyceum  Wednesday. >
public meeting.

inrarray—Sfiritwai  .Vims, 16. Blmyrart-Hitet— 11.30
and S45 addresses by Miss Cordelia Addison—W. L

Briyibm Sforitmal-t ft»/1-rib«/ .— old -Stere Hall.— 11.30
and T. Mrs. Marriott iLondon'. also Monday, 745 Tuesday
and Thoisday. 745  Young People's Guild, Friday. 7.30.
Lyceumevery Sundayat 3—J. J. G.

Ltr.dtrm.— TV Prosy. Hiyi—tret—7 pja. Miss V.
Barter..

Ihttrim .—4". A JJn't Hill. Ckpiam Aar), a.— 11.1-5,
eircle service: 3. Lyceum: 6.30, Mi's. Maunder. May ind.

b.lo, clairvoyance.— X. B.
H"-my—]lls Mrs. Mary Gordon: 3. Lyceum, all wel-
cone. 7. M. H. Bediiineton. "Mar 4h Lveceum Social.
Cralmrrll.—ManveHall.—ll. Church Service: 6.30. Mr.
H E Hunt. May "tn. 11. Mr. Horace Leaf: 6.30, Mis. A. de
Beauregpaire.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE,
6, Qatei Sonare. Soathasaptow Row, W.C. 1.

LTD,

—C
Tare-M Mit Sad. at S5pa.-IMur V» Mr. W. J. VuetoM,
Pt I*,«@“ A>nUa lare-alu
Panai. May M, a t tem—Mrs >
t“Mlyei.
Tsiretey awnp ate «edrerei to Vrawn.
Mraalera aad Associates tree : Sisttors Is.

Atsswer=to

Other meetings

He RARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION. Lid..
STEimaV MALL LOAMERSEYMOUR ST PORTMAN SQUARE \&. 1
SODAY BVTXIXG NEXT, ay (30 r.M_ Da. W. J. Vas-Trore.
Afidre»-. MAY Iti Ma, Mast Dams.

Welcome to all. Adaittioa Free. Collectioa.

S«newnyT Hail — wythia two winsSe- walk of Seitrvire L Oifoed St.
m | «» —aaWataceagoaf 3am and MarUe Arrh Tube Staliorea.
hfui-.aala-te sad reqairerv are ranted to jota the Anaciata:«.

THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION,
13. Pembr age Place, Barawater, W

SUNDAY APRIL M m
Atltn ... MR. E W BEARD
AtSJOpm. ... - MB EBNEST HONT.
WEDNESDAY. MAY It. at:» fjt,

MB. BOBEBT RING.

THE CHUBCH OF HIGHEB MYSTICISM.
It. PRINCES STREET CAYENOfSH SQUARE w V
SUNDAY. APRIL Me.

Aillia Mb Fiocumi Sarr*. mV »a
AtCJ*pa. Mb Fiunccsi Snn. *life After Ifireth.

Hulaf Sgiea after tha Enaiaf Meeting.

rey. at SAP aad 7J» p a. Lecture, by Mb .
rik UB i Sara at3k York 11».e. Baker

WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION.
Thbrsngk Htup betreu« 4 aad i. Berti,ay ViaiWa.

SUNDAY SKIT. APRII. M«.
I.KI1C «», Service MADAME DE BEAUREPAIRE.
WEDNEIDAYS.—Haalra*. 3to i. Press 5to A Mr. Richard A
Buab allealie to five lafirwilna about tha sob;cct of Sprit-
anltam. Eagmrarv watooBed. Mast Wsdaeadaj, 7JO.f*prre Circle,
MBS. BATTY.

W. T. SHAD BORDERLAND LIBRARY & BUREAU.
71, Avesuc ChdBbcn. S«ullu»pt*« Row. W C 1.
Hoik. Mnrt.vw every THURSDAY APTKKNOOJia U tpa.»
77, NEW OXFORD STREET. W.

M . 1. May2ai - - - = !» MeCBEADIE.

-APril 27, BJa

A Ns« | HCKCM at Hampstead.— We regret »8

find space for the vr«ll-written account sent us by ,i
present at the dedication service on Sunday morainejj']
the new Spiritualist Church in West End-lane, HampaffJ
From the printed Order of Service she encloses we see tt« t
is to be known as the " Church of the New Revealing.' &
writes of the beauty of the interior, of the lovely floral gifn] o
the large attendance, of the dedication of the building by
guides of Mr. Ernest Beard, and the touching language inrhr-
Mrs Mary Davies dedicated herself to her work of minam
therein. Mrs. Layton. Fellow of the Royal College of Oiganan,
presided at the organ in the morning, and Miss Prior ina,
evening, when Dr. Yanstone gave the address. We learnth:
a small debt still remains, which it is hoped will speedily *
cleared off

BOOKS FOR

AT
“ Light” Office, 6, Queen Square, Southampton Row, VACL

SALE

Cone West. r. roeNarratives Alter Dear :i Evpericcces. T -ae-.
ARM. Want. ELL Cloth. 383pages, 5s. 5d. post tree.

Our Sell After Death. BvBer AnhurChambert. I170freces. li k

lt\lot SUent if Dlead Bv H.. ilirouc: :.e Med i ! Panu
c. se

Y Father : Personal and Spiritual Reminiscencei .

Estelle W Stead. Cheapedition. Cloth. 373pages. la. 9d. po-t free

After Death. Leuers from Julia throne . \V. T Stead. Ckc.B

paces, i- lid i<5et free

Our Living Dead. Talks with Unknown Friends, ij L
rtlaiii» Ik Cloth. US«sees. &. 9U. post free.

Speaking Across the Borderline. Letter- r 1 aHa t

?pin! Life to his Wife on Earth. Bv P. llealop. Ifil pages. Is.M-rm

Tee.
S iritualism, A Philosophy of Life. By W. H. Evans. Clcc1

Thought Lectures. By Father Stephan
and klard. la. 12taees 1-. 2viL

Teachings of Love -r-: -d- ME - :ac-
_ Life and Spiritual Experlences ofE.Dawson Rogers 111
53 paces, fid

BOOKS BY SIR OLIVER LODCE. FJLS.

Raymond or Life and Death. Cl.-th. tOSpaaes. 11s. post fre.

Reason and Belief Cloth. 212page-. Is. id post tree.

Man and the Universe. - --

The Survival ol Man. Cl th. 29 s. Is.rd s- ree

Books by Miss H. A. Dallas -Across - Barrier Ire

rkir ieacws. CKklb. ffiliasfs. B Ilil i-etfree. " » »?
~y7-.' Certain Com: auic-aii-as Purportlu” He] irom F ~ n

Mrerc«. Clo’ .. 't 10d. jw-stiree. Objectlon« to
AaSTvercti  Boards. 12S;jures..Is ¢J postf r e e

LIFE-NOT DEATH.

Copy of a coloured picture by B. Robertson iUustratiii]
Mr. John Oxaihams poem * To you who have
Price Is.; postage 2d.
To be oijCained si—
MowtfcAi's Mimrv: Ssreec. Oxford Circus. VT- snd mai or
THX L 1'T Place. Oxford Circus. Ixhi@aQ. W.

YOU~NRE~IIfVTTED
To c4l and inspect the Large Selection of Psychic, Closefc
and Mystical New and Second-Hand Books now on sale free
1<l and upwards at
Light.~ 6, Queen Square, Southampton lo*.

1
Given through va

Offlee of

«quxre. Loodon. W C. 1 /~nearest Tobe Station, Hoiborn). Fr«
aling Mcodari and Fridara, 2to5 p.m.: Wednesdaya. 5toopj.
Special Dia”™n-je», Friday», by appotntznect {small fee accocoiM *
means* In 1916 nearly 2/X0 treatments were given arni exceii®
reanlts. Dooalioos “aroestly ioiidted. and membership £l U. pr
annum) mrited, entitling free admimoc to lectorea and use of to*
library Soldiers speriauy jarited. Apply Hoo. Sec.

Spiritualists when_in London should star a
O Hiutartovi Boose, Endskigh-gardens, Loodoo, K.W. |
Elinate» E-*.00 SUti .n, 5 mmains Si- Panera» and Kind's Cro« ;
central tor ail part» : pen‘ect »niGaion. Tt-rm* - 4». Bed and Botai*
fart ; no etarge for attrndance. Fall tanA apply to Mm. Stac>J
WatU. Prcprietreaa.

“Lhirative Suggestion,
\J Espiares bow kvpoocac so

Pyc—ho—Therapeutic Society, Ltd., 26, Bed Lion-
e

by Robert McAU&nN.
refio« Sita, with eviden« »fcowiac
its retes in tresung morel. mvatsL (A jSkS and nervuua duoedso.
y lawvcma. N-creatimiis. Ac.: 1res by post from the aetkx
Hook, Keceat-arart. L» ci.c. W. I and Crujdoo.

>0» by Vii e-A«Imiral W. I'sborne Muon?.
n *GUaap» of uw N «: Sretc.” Cloth. 666 [«get. 7+ lid-pm
f*ae - picer: A Coilecti'« of Abrld ed Account* o4 Siting
fot ths I h -« Voi«*." Ciotti. *61 pagoa .* Vi.jo « free. frolli OCre
ailavt. A I*i'W h | «it Svithampcoo Row, WjC I.

-ite. A liv-C'ird nf Events and Opinion».

Bv Altre»! Rawl Wallaoe Foli and interraimg details ol ite
grew* mretali easly Me. h* tnt stirartelo t o rative <4
treveia A*., teat,eie lacygenta oovmected «ith Darwin. «-n tTi maT

f P*vple be reel aad a frenarmi» Iriatrwy of bla isrenacataoni ai
rvinn-.ua. A'iiaad tbe rereere <atrovarree. invaiare) bv lia tbaotwa

retreat, ared i.larereterea ¥*> pagare dotb poM»l_'I 6» V_
' i i _* 1 *
oopre» qweUWMa,egkéAvb_ Mi [«1_ fise, ixfin .4 Lutgrr_ 'll'y

» Koaa- Stain-sliy. ciialine of atldres-
R-geot Hoar, Receret-rereat. W. 1.
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