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London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd.,

110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C. 2.

Programme of Meetings for the Coming Week.

TUESDAY, December 11th. at 3 p.m.—
For Members ONLY,

Seance for Clairvoyant Descriptions.*
No admission after 3 o'clock.

THURSDAY, December 13th—
Social Gathering 5 p.m. Pianoforte Solos by Mr. H. M. Field.

THURSDAY, December 13th, at 7.30 p.mn.—
Admission 13. Members and Associates Free by Ticket.
Address at British Artists’ Galleries, Suffolk St., Pall Mall, 8, W.
“*Raymond’ Restudied.” Eunis T. PowgLt, LL B., D Se.
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FRIDAY, December 14th, at 3 50 p.m.—

Members and Associates Frec; Visitors, 1s.

Talks with a Spirit Control Mzes. M. H. WaLLIS.
’ * The Problem of Time and Space ”

Subscription to December 31st, 1918,
MEMBERS, One Guinea. ASSOCIATES, Half-a-Guinea.

For further particulars reyarding the work of the Alliunce apply to
the Sccretaru.

The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd.,
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No Admission after 6.40 p.mn.

MR. ROBERT KING.
December 16th.—Mrs. Mary Davies

Welcome to all. Admission Free. Collection.

Steinway Hall is within two minutes’ walk of Selfridge’s, Oxford St.,
and five minutes from Bond Street and Marble Arch Tube Stations.
Spiritualists and inquirers are invited to join the Association.

WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION,
Through Passage between 4 and 5, Broadway, Wimbledon.
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Evening, 6.30, Bervice MR. ROBERT KING.

WEDNESDAYS.—Healing, 3 to 5. From 5 to 6, Mr. Richard A.
Bush attends to give information about the subject of Spirit-
i Enquirers welcomed. Wednesday, Open Circle, 7.30,

ualism,
LRS. NEVILLE.
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We beg to remind our subscribers in foreign and neutral
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fo “Light” for 1918, which are payable in advance, that
they should forward remittances at once to Mr. F. W.
South, 110, St. Martin’s Lane, London, W.C.2 Owing to
the-war, all copies to neutral countries are now being sent
by the British Government’s Censor’s Agents, and we there-
fore cannot insert a notice in the copy of ‘‘ Light” when
the subscription expires. All subseriptions for 1918 should
therefore be forwarded at once to avoid copies being stopped
at expiration of subscription by the Government agents.
Payment muét be made in advance.

QUEEN’S HALL (SMALL),
Langham Place, W.

(SoLE LEssgEs :- MEssrs. CuarpeLL Anp Co., L1p.)

SUNDAY LECTURES
THEOSOPHY.

December 9th, at 7 pm. “THE MEANING OF COLOURS.”
MRs. DOROTHY GRENSIDE.

Dec. 16th, at 7pm. *THE CONSOLATION OF THEOSOPﬁY. ”
MERes. DOROTHY GRENSIDE.

Further particulars may be obtained from the Organising:
Secretary, 19, Tavistock Square, W.C. 1.

ADMISSION FREE.

IS SPIRITUALISM OF THE DEVIL?

By the Rev. F. FIELDING-OULD, M.A.
(Vicar of Christ Church, Albany St., N.W.).

With an Introduction by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.
Price 2id. post free, or 2/3 per dozen.
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CENTRE OF LIGHT AND TRUTH
’ (Church of Higher Mysticism),

The London Academy of Musie,
22, Princes Street, Cavendish Square, W.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9rx.

e MRs. FAIRCLOUGH SMITH.

] Inspirational Address.

At 6.30p.m. ... ... MR MacBera BAIN.
, Healing Service after the Morning Meeting.

Every Wednesday, at 330 and 730 p.m,, Lectures by Mas.
EYAIROLOUGH SmrrA at 30, York Street, Baker Street, W.

At 11 a.m.

THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION,
18, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9ra.

11 am.... .. ... MR. ERNEST MEADS.
ﬁ% 5.30 p.m. ... MRS, A. JAMRACH.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1214, AT 7.30 P.M.,
MR. G. PRIOR.

Note alteration of time on Sunday evenings.

W. T. STEAD BORDERLAND LIBRARY & BUREAU,
71, Avenue Chambers, Southampton Row, W.C. 1,
Holds Meetings evecy THURSDAY AFTERNOON at 3.30 p.m, at
77, NEW OXFORD STREET, W.

Thursday, December 13th ... . MRS. WESLEY ADAMS.
December 20th and 27th—No Meeting.

PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY AND
MODERN PSYCHIC PHENOMENA.

taining : Religion After the War—Reply to Father Bernard
g’z?!gh:::’EReply %o Lord Halifax’s Criticism-on ¢ Raymond.”

. CHARLES L. TWEEDALE
By RE(%icﬁ of Weston, Otley, Y(glrxs).

: Price 3id post free. ‘
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To the Aged: The Vitic Rod arrests Senile Decay.
To the Doctor: The Vitic Rod dissipates Fatigue.
To the Anaemic : The Vitic Rod restores Energy.
' To the Insomniac : The Vitic Rod brings Sleep.

In connection with the investigation of spiritual phenomena the strain

and fatigue to which the nervous system is subjected can be at once
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Developing Classes, 6.30 ; Lecture, 7.45; Psycho-Therapeutic
Class, Friday, 7 p.m. (course tickets only).

Cnurse tickets (12 lectures &o.), 7s. fd. Term tickets (4 lectures,
&c), 3s. Singlelectu-es. 1s. Atdoor, or from Hon. *ec., Horace Leaf,
41, Westbourne Gardens, Bayswater, London, W, 2,

SPEAKING ACROSS THE BORDER
LINE.

By F. HESLOP,
Being Letteys from a Husband in Spirit Life to His Wife on Earth,

Sth Edition. Paper back, 181 pages. 1/84 net post free.
Well bound in Art Linen, 2/10 post free.
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Psycho-Therapeunc Society, Ltd., 26, Red Lion-
square, London. W O. 1 (nearest Tube Station, Bolborn). Free
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Special Diagnosis, Fridays, by appointment (small fee according to
means). In 1916 nearly 2,000 treatments we-e given with exeelfent
results, Dorations sarnestly solicited, and membership (£1 1s. per
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library  Soldiers specially invited. Apply Hon. Seo.
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Spmtuahsts when in London should stay at
Hunstanton House, 18, Endsleigh-gardens, London, N.W. (2
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central for all parts ;: perfect sanitation. Terms: 45. Bed and Break-
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Ouija Boards and Crystals are not obtainable

until after the war, the makers being now on war work, ** Spirit
Identity,” ** Spirit Teachings,” and ** Wallis’s Guide to Mediums ip”
are at present out of print.

Apartments (furnished) close to Russell Square,
Vegetarian cookery provided if required ; electric light ; bath,
hot and cold ; highly recommended.—51, Huncer-street, Brunswick
Square, Bloomsbury, W C 1 )

“Oura.t.ive Suggestion,” by Robert M. All 1.
. Explains how hypnotie suggestion acts. with'evidence showing
its value in treating moral, mental, physical and nervous disorders,
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NOTES BY THE WAY.

Many of us read with interest and profit the writings
of Mr. Arthur Machen, who is by some authorities regarded
asone of the greatest of living stylists. Mr. Machen has
_ been discoursing high philosophy in the * Evening News”

lately in a series of papers on “God and the War.” But
one of the latest of these gave us a rude shock, for referring
to Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s account of what he regarded
as a curiously significant message which “‘came through”
at a recent séance, Mr. Machen (who is contemptuous of
the matter) writes :—

Then it would appear Sir Arthur Conan Doyle . . . was

convinced of the spiritual life and of the life of the world to
come.
Mr, Machen does himself an injustice here (to say nothing
of the person whom he thus criticises). , We have only to
cite Sir Arthur’s own statement in an article contributed
to Lieat of November 4th, 1916, and widely quoted at
the time : — .

If anyone were to look up the list of subscribers to Ligut for
the year 1887, I think that he would find my name. I am also
one of the oldest members of the Psychical Research Society.
Therefore if, after thirty years of thought, I venture to respond
to the editor’s invitation to say a few words upon spirit inter-
course I cannot be accused of having sprung hastily to my
conclusions.

The italics are ours, and we leave the two passages to speak
for themselves. We have others than Mr. Machen in
mind—people of lesser fame whose numbers alone make
their views worth noticing. These persons refer to Sir
Arthur’s advocacy of our subject as the doubtful outcome
of his later thinking. The passage we quote is a sufficient

answer.
* L * L]

" “ From the Watch Tower ; or Spiritual Discernment,”
by Sydney T. Klein, F.L.S., F.R.A.S,, is a valuable con-

tribution to the Science of Life, in which the mesning .

and purpose of human existence are considered from many
standpoints. To the average reader it is really a liberal
education on some of the later conolusions of modern
Science ; and we are quite at one with the author in his
remarks on the very limited scope of the intellect in pro-
nouncing on the deeper questions of life. The mysteries
which belong to the Infinite cannot, as the author points
out, be explained by Intellection. None the less we think
that Mr. Klein can hardly have applied his teaching very
thoroughly in the case of his remarks on page 255 where
he expresses the view that the degraded creatures of the
slums of earth are not likely to survive the loss of the
physical body, because no spiritual self has been awakened

in such cases. That is an intellectual concept, an applica-
tion of natural law to the spiritual world which is not
justified by anything but an appeal to the lower analogies
of Nature. Immortality we regard as a birthright of the
individual soul, and one guaranteed by Universal Principles.
There is no question of chance about it. It is not gained
by any kind of “knowledge ” as the auther suggests,
Tennyson saw this, trusting )
That nothing walks with aimless feet ; .
That not; one life shall be destroyed,

Or cast as rubbish to the void,
‘When He hath made the pile complete.

All the same we read the book with deep interest, allowing
for a quality of Idealism conditioned in places by in-
tellectual standards. It is published by Methuen & Co.,
Limited, at 5s. net.

The reflections aroused by a consideration of the argu-
ment for immortality in the previous Note make appropriate
some. remarks of Andrew Jackson Davis. We quote, not
from the original work, but from the admirable Digest,
“ The Harmonial Philosophy,” by ‘ A Doctor of Hermetic
Science ” (a pseudonym which thinly veils the identity of a
well-known ¥riter on mystical subjects). In the chapter on
“ Evidences of Immortality ” we read :—

It is no part of the Harmonial Philosophy to depend solely
on outward evidence—perception and testimony; on the
contrary, its students are referred to the fixed principles of
universal Nature. Now the physical organisation of man is
designed by the system of Nature to manufacture the form and
structure of the spiritual principle—or, in other words, man’s
spirit is a product of his organisation.

‘We pause at this point to answer an objection of the
editor of the work, who in a footnote remarks that ‘‘ the
statement that spirit is a product of organisationis . . .
categorically reversed elsewhere ” in Davis’s writings. In
the first place Davis did not speak of Spirit but of man’s
spirit, i.e. the individualisation of the spiritual principle.
Apart from this, every truth has {wo sides apparently con-
tradictory, and it is not less true to say that man’s spirit
is a product of his organisation than that man’s organisation
was spirittally produced.

But to proceed with the quotation:—

Man's body is the fruition of all organic Nature, and the
spirit body is formed by the outer body. The physical body is

the focal concentration of all substances; the spirit is the
organic combination of all forces,

* * * »

Elsewhere in the chapter quoted above, Davis’s teach-
ings are thus summarised :—

If it be asked how much positive intellectual evidence we
have on the question of immortality, we shall be surprised at
the small amount. . . . Clairvoyance itself is at best but an
inferential evidence because it is not a matter of universal
human experience. As much may be said respecting spiritual
[psychical ?] manifestations : they are local, special and mostly
private, albeit those who have received such evidence can affirm
that immortality is proved. Now it is possible for all men and
women, after coming under spirit culture, to feel through &
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their being the sublime truth that the perfected human soul
can never be extinguished, but the evidences which are worth
anything are not outside. Man's immortality, to be of any
practical service, must be felt in his religious uatme, not
merely understood by his intellectual faculties.

Those are wise words. They illustrate the point con-
tinually made by the most advanced students of Spirit-
ualism that immortality is not a question of time or space.
It is quite outside all physical considerations. It is allow-
able for those who have proved that the soul survives the
shock of physical death to argue that this is an evidence of
immortality. But it is not the final and central evidence ;
that resides in the spirit itself, and is outside the purview
of intellect which can know nothing but that which relates
to the finite order.

FURTHER EXPERIMENTS AT THE
GOLIGHER CIRCLE.

‘TrE PsvcHICc MECHANISM EMPLOYED WHEN THE MEDIUM AND
THE CHAIR ON WHICH SHE I8 SITTING ARE BopiLy MovED
Anour THE FLoOR oF THE SEANCE Roow.

[SEcoND ARrTICLE.]

By W. J. Crawrorp, D.Sc.

In my first article I showed that when the medium and her
chair are moved bodily along the floor of the séance chamber,
the force which causes the motion is applied to the front legs
of the chair near the foot ; also that about two feet in front of
the medium there is a great downward force on the floor, and
that something strongly grips the floor there. Arguing by
analogy from the results of previous work, I supposed that a
rigid psychic rod exists between the floor and each leg of the
chair, which rod grips the floor at one end and pushes telgscopi-
cally on the chair leg at the other. The rod is “fed ” from the
ankle of the medium.

I wish now to consider the results obtained wnth the weigh-
mg machine.

Fig. 2.
Chalr
Force P.
/ 4 ‘
R

Pht[ox m. l
. K

M Floor level.

In Fig. 2 the rod R is shown, fixed to the floor at K, and
inclining upwards to the leg of the chair (resting on the plat-
form of the weighing machine) at D. The force P is exerted
in the direction of the arrow. The height of D from the floor
is about 9in. (The platform and bLoard, the latter not shown
on the diagram, are together 7kin. in leight, and 13in. are
allowed for the rod to obtain suflicient clearance. I showed in
the last article that the pushing force on the leg is applied only
an inch or two from its foot.) The distaince M K is about
24in., M being the projection of 1) on the floor. The pushing
force P at D can be resolved into two components, a vertical
and a horizontal one. With the distances as given the vertical
component is 9-24 times the horizontal, and thé horizontal
component is the one which overcomes the friction and moves
machine and load slowly along the floor.

By direct experiment I found that with Mr. Morrison sitting
on the machine, the horizontal force required to move machine,
&e., slowly along the floor was 28Ib. (of course the force varied
somewhat, but that was the maximum value while the machine
was moving slowly along ; the starting force was about 32lb.).

Now the medium weighs about a stone less than Mr. Morrison,

so thiat if we say the horizontal force required is 28lb., we are
on the safe side,

LIGHT.
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The vertical component of the pushing | being
9-24ths of the horizontal component " works out 28=

1041b.

Now the vertical component of P detreases the weight of the
medium. While the machine, &c., are moving slowly back the
medium’s weight should therefore decrease by about 103lb.
Tiven if MK be supposed equal to M D (Fig. 2), the very limit
conceivable, the medium’s weight should only decrease by 28lb.
(These values are maximum and do not take account of decrease
of friction due to the upward component of P.)

But we find that while the machine, medium, &c., are being
pushed back steadily and slowly, the medium really loses 48lb.
in weight (Article 1).

It follows, I think, that her loss of weight is not wholly
accounted for by the vertical component of th: * ™ How,

then, can it be accounted for ? Most proba ) fact
that the psychic rod R contains matter ret n the
medium’s body, .., that an integral part of t ratter
from the medium’s body.

I think, also, that this experiment indicates »pera-
ting entity in this case works from outside the body.
FREEDOM.

Tae CONCLUSIONS OF AN OpTn
By RiceEarp HoPE.

Few problems have been more debated th Free
Will, and few problems give less promise of & 1deed,
to many, discussions of Free Will, like di n the
parallel postulate, will appear profitless, save duca-
tional value.

Freedom, however, is a more practical pro since
every personal problem is ultimately a questi sdom,
upon no subject is it so necessary to have cle sfinite
idesas.

Like all words of deep meaning, it lends ily to
paradox, the more so perhaps for two reasons. far as
hnman beings are concerned, Freedom is apy lative,
i.e. Absolute Freedom is unattainable. Second is in-

dissolubly linked with three other concepts: Love, Wisdom
and Power.

If we take Love as the Absolute, as Deity, then we ﬁnd
that Wisdom, Freedom and Power are its three first attributes.
and the three are interdependent. Thus, to state things as
simply as possible : —

Without Wisdom, Power and Freedom are dangerous and
short-lived.

Without Power, Wisdom is helpless and Freedom non-
existent.

Without ¥reedom, Wisdom and Power are impotent.

So also, to trace the Trinity back to their Unity in Love is
simple. Therefore, if paradox is to be avoided, these facts must
constantly be borne in mind.

Perhiaps the simplost and most correct definition of Freedom
ie {he non-existence of restraint, and its simplest measurement
is in terms of Power and Wisdom. .

Now our actions are subject to two kinds of restralnt—'
Inward and Outward. And if we agree to ignore the constant
factors of ignorance and impotence, we find that the Inward
Restraint is due to a “ Morce” which we call Conscience; and
the Outward Restraint is due to physical laws and human laws,
the latter taking two forms, viz., the law of the land, and the
law of public opinion.

The two latter are vbviously portions of the Conscience of a
nation, arranged, stereotyped and very stale. Where the
former, physical law, is concerned, I do not see that we have
any right to assert that it springs from a different source from
Conscience, and, indeed, we have many reasons for supposing
that Gravity and Love are closely related, as are also the laws
of *“ chemical affinity ”” and Love.

It would therefore appear that the greater part, possibly
the whole, of both the Inward and the Outward Restraints
which stand between us and Freedom springs from the same
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source as Freedom—Love. One part becomes physical law,
and the other Conscience, which in its turn coalesces into
human law.

To examine Love needs many books, indeed most books
centre round it in one form or another; I will therefore confine
myself to Conscience.

Perhaps the best simile that we can utilise in order to
visualise Conscience is that of the Sun. If we take the Sun as
the Source, then the light which the Sun throws through us
upon past or future actions, is what we call Conscience, and
its shade of colour or tone is Right or Wrong. Whether the
future action is performed or not depends upon the strength
of its attraction, the strength of the Ego’s character and body,
and the strength of the Inward and Outward Restraints, acting
upon the Ego's character and body. And it is possible that
all these have their source in the Sun.

Now if the Ego thinks about the said action, the colour cast
by the Ego will possibly change. This change is brought about
by the interplay of past experience, which, in some mysterious
way, has been retained, either in the concrete form of Character,
or else in the diffused form of Knowledge.

But it is only through Freedom that experience is possible,
and experience teaches us that knowledge develops through
experience towards the Absolute form of knowledge which we
call Wisdom. Experience further teaches us that Wisdom un-
locks the secret of Power. And we have every reason to suppose
that if we can continue to accumulate experience, the Ego will
continue to increase in Wisdom, until eventually the Light of
the Sun will in no way be discoloured, the action will be seen in
its true light, and the Ego’s ideas of Right and Wrong will be
correct. So soon as this happens, if the Ego’s character is the
active side of this clarified and accumulated experience, it is
obvious that since the Ego will alwayg act correctly, it will be
safe and just that it should taste the full fruit of Wisdom,
which is Power, and that it should be Absolutely Free.

Thus, if we take a minute particle of Mind, give it a minute
particle of Matter as its habitation, grant to it a minute por-
tion of Freedom with which to fulfil its minute Desires, and
add to its endowment the Elixir of Life—Immortality—it is
possible that we shall have started a snowball upon a journey
which may end in Absolute Wisdom, Power and Freedom ;
which of course is no end at all.

It is undoubtedly possible that it may get side-tracked and
end its career as a dog, because it preferred walking to climbing
trees, or as a bird because it preferred the air to the earth; but
that is by the way.

However, this fascinating “chemical” experiment unfor-
tunately lies considerably outside the range of our present
powers, and whether it is ‘‘automatically ” taking place amongst
the atoms lies beyond the scope of our Wisdom to discover,
and possibly will continue to do so until we get free from Time
and also from Space as we at present know it.

Nevertheless we can safely assert that there is every reason
to suppose that Freedom is essential to progress, and, indeed,
perhaps as good a definition as any of Progress would be “more
Freedom,” and herein it is possible that we may find the expla-
nation of the marvellous results which have been achieved by
teachers who have given a measure of Freedom to the children
under their charge.

Man’s recognition of this Truth upon the physical plane is
apparent in his inventions. Aeroplanes, motor-cars, wireless
telegraphy, &c., are all trinmphs over Space, and the amount of
experience that we can get into the limited time at our disposal
is increased by them. The concentrated form of energy which
we call Wealth purchases these ac:essories to Freedom, and so
men show their love of Freedom by scrambling for wealth.

But if we consider the relative Freedom of the slave
Epictetus and a modern millionaire, we are led to conclude that
Freedom on the Spiritual plane is more efficacious and valnable

than Freedom upon the physical plane,and to realise that to
scramble for the latter to the detriment of the former betrays
ignorance. And this ignorance inevitably brings its own
correction.

Our only knowledge of compassion comes throngh man, and

a Law which, save through man, knows no compassion, decrees
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that error and ignorance shall bring their own correction, and -
thus, automatically, through its own Freedom, the Ignorance
which abuses Freedom, passes to knowledge. The misuse of
Freedom is always followed by a loss of Freedom; its proper
use by a gain.  But both loss and gain result in experience,
knowledge, and therefore an added Freedom, in a clearer colour
thrown by Conscience, and finally in wiser and better laws, that
is to say in laws which increase Freedom.

Therefore we have every reason to be optimists, and the
more that we study Life, the deeper and more satisfying should
our Faith become. :

As the wise man, when confronted with disaster, seeks for
the cause of it within himself and his environment, thus profit-
ing therefrom, so also it is to be hoped that we shall seek
within ourselves and our environment for the causes which
have led to the present disaster. Whatever the end of the war
may bring, we are certain to profit both inwardly and outwardly
from both the war and its ending; and however great our
tribulation, we shall have the satisfaction of knowing that we
brought it upon ourselves and that Humanity will eventually
profit therefrom.

For the causes of the present war we have not got fat to
seek. We are told that we aro waging war for the sake of
Freedom—the Germans and their allies will affirm the same.

But how can a nation be free if the politicians who rule it
are slaves ?

How can a nation be free if the only free man in it is its
head ? These and other questions suggest themselves, and they
will have to be answered. But the bigger the problem, the
harder the task, the greater the joy. Whichever way we look,
optimism is the inevitable conclusion, there is no escape from
it. The bitterest tribulation only serves to increase our knows
ledge and our strength, the cruellest buffetings of Fate only
serve to bind us into a closer and truer brotherhood.

And so, whatsoever may betide us, we can look steadfastly
towards a future in which Conscience, made pure, will stand
evident in laws made wisely, a future in which Peace and Good-
will, that supreme Law of Love, from which Freedom, Wisdom,
Power and we ourselves spring, will reign not only within us,
but without. .

And in those days we can look to see the eventual dis
appearance of human law, for Law implies a penalty. Organi=
sation will take its place. Socialism and Anarchism, those twin
offspring of the same ideal—Freedom, will find themselves
united, Democracy will come into its own, and we shall no
longer profess Christianity, instead we shall be Cliristians, that
is to say, we shall “love one another.” *

A MESSAGE OF ENCOURAGEMENT.

It may help you sometimes when the burden is heavy to
know that we are working in the same fashion and manner that
you are, except that we have added to our group men who ally
themselves with the cause of Truth withouta thought of recog-
nition. . . . We strive to be patient, and wait the day when
the soul thirsts for knowledge as the stomach craves for food.
... Desire is the open door always. Create desires for the -
noble, the good, the true, and the world is saved. That isall
our lesson now, but so often we look at you working and striv-
ing to open the eyes and hearts of men, and we feel such a unity
of purpose that we desired to make you acquainted with our
appreciation of the situation and of you.

American * Proceedings,” Vol. VL, p. 527.

New Booxs.—Lady Glenconner has published a little
volume, “Sayings of My Children” (B. H. Blackwell), which
will be welcome to all who love the quaint and sometimes deep
ntterances of the chill mind. Another book from the pen of
an authoress well known to onr readers is “ Monutain Medita-
tions, and some Subjects of the Day and the War,” by Miss
L. Lind-af-Hageby, to appear shortly (Allen and Unwin). Yet
another book whose authorship at least will be of especial
interest to our readers is “The Wheat Problem,” by Sir
William Crookes, with an introduction by Lord Rhondda
(Longmans).
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SCIENCE AND THE SUPERNORMAL:
A POLTERGEIST CASE.

The Supernormal has been knocking very loudly at the
doors of official Science of late, and has succeeded in some
instances in getting a hearing. The appeal comes not only
in the shape of the reports of systematic experiments, as in
the case of Dr. Orawford, but also in outbreaks: of spon-
taneous phenomena. . )

We received a visit a few days ago from Mr, Thomas
Hesketh, the electrical engineer of Folkestone, who had a
strange story to tell concerning an outbreak of what is
known as “ poltergeist” phenomena during the construc-
tion of a dug-out in his neighbourhood. From the begin-
ning of the work the contractor, a Mr. Rolfe, an ex-member
of the Cheriton U.D.C., who, owing to labour troubles, had
to be his own bricklayer, was assailed by stones, sand, and
other missiles, apparently hurled by unseen hands, for no
visible agency could be detected. This has been going on
for several weeks with scarcely a day’s intermission, and his
stories of the matter, when related to those who were not
eye-witnesses, were treated with the usual incredulity, and
in one instance at least referred to the effect of intoxi-
cants! Mr. Rolfe himself, being a thoughtful man, did not
at once attribute the manifestations to the “ supernatural ”
but thought they might have some electrical explanation.
He therefore called upon Mr. Hesketh as an electrical
authority and laid the case before him. Mr. Hesketh,
although suspecting it to be a case of strained nerves due
to the war, was broad-minded enough to see the possibilities
of other causes, and paid a visit to the dug-out to investigate
for himself. He then found that the man’s report was quite
true. Things did fly about in a mysterious way, making
Rolfe their target to a degree that resulted in his being
often ba(}ly bruised and cut. It was, as Mr. Hesketh °
remarked, as though some invisible agency strongly
resented the digging, and vented its annoyance on the
luckless Rolfe, who, with great pluck, kept doggedly on
day after day, wearing improvised armour for his head and
back,to shield him against the assaults of the Invisible Foe,

These are in bare outline the main facts of a remarkable
story. There are many details which would make it even
more interesting, but the full account will be published in
due time. We told Mr. Hesketh that the case was far from '
unique in the annals of psychical research, and referred him
to some of the Jeading authoritics on the subject. These
gentlemen have now taken up the inquiry, and have im-
pressed Mr. Hesketh as their local representative to collech
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the facts of the case with a view to its ration,
Mr. Hesketh, it may be added, is list in
the commonly accepted interpretation 1tis a
scientist who cannot close his eyes to t uman
existence. '

Meanwhile we may venture a few : n the
subject of hauntings and disorderly ph f the
kind reported. As we observed in a wrticle,
it is not safe to limit psychical pheno single
explanation. There is good reason to t - some
entirely meaningless and chaotic disturk 1ysical
objects are referable to obscure electrical 1aving
no intelligent agency behind them. But t Jority
seem to be purposeful, the outcome of the i blind
and even frantic activities of a human s im of
some tragedy the truth of which has ne light.

‘We once heard it stated that a persc reum-
stances of tragedy will, if he be of a mistie
type, throw off from his body a subtle } loubt-
less akin to what is known as * psych . that
this will float round the scene of the * ages
afterwards (very much as carbonic acid w i bang
about the stagnant air of sunless rooms) a link
between the spirit and the physical 1 the
area of this fluid the spirit may, and ofter e un-
consciously at times produce queer reactior sterial
side of things.

In the case of the seaside dug-out, v t not
improbable that some circumstances may vered
which will afford ground for a reasonable f not
for a scientific explanation.

A GENERATION AGO,
(From “LieaT” oF DECEMBER 10TH

Canon Liddon is bold enough to say, “ Men . how
if our Saviour really rose from the dead and ws great
many persons, it was possible for the Jews and 8ject
His claims as they did. Our experience show n the
human will is strongly disposed to ignore the onse-
quences of a fact, it has a subtle and almost un rer of
blinding the intellect, even to the most ele ws of
evidence,” a fact with significant bearing on ou sions.

—1 gs.

The Persian Minister was bewailing the other day . . . that

we did not send some men of ability to preach ‘thris-
tian doctrine without all the dogmas with w now
weighted. “Dogma,” he said, energetically, * irse.”
And not, I mayadd, the onlyone. We have im rist’s
simplicity of teaching from off the face of the have

forgotten His most cherished precepts.
' —From “ Notes” by “ M.A.(OxoN.).”

A DreaM ProBrEM.—In LiguT of November 20th, 1915
we alluded to a curious problem raised by the editor of the

Indian journal “Practical Medicine ” relating f ream
experience which had been brought to his a The
dreamer almost every night found himself addr sem-
bly of persons ‘most of whom were his frienc aint-

" ances. In the course of his speech he exp that
he was only dreaming and that they were : ures
of his dream, a statement for which they 1ded
some proof. How, it was asked, was the d ‘ince
the creatures of his dream that it was a nery
being sent out far and wide elicited a host of tion

of which is now published under the ti 'eam
Problem,” Vol. I. (“ Practical Medicine,” De. ome
of the writers see nothing but absurdity sion,
Others (especially the Indian contributors) it s rate
disquisitions on the philosophy of dreams, of pro-
found that only the most patient readers can hom
it. The book is a good illustration of the : dely
different points of view from which a seeming ject

may be approached.
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MAN, THE MICROCOSM.

Appress By THE REv, W. F. Coss, D.D. (REcTOR OF ST.
ETHELBURGA’S, BISHOPSGATE).

(Continued from page 382.)

“All this,” it might be objected, ‘does net take us far. It
does not give us what you say it does.” But they would find
~ that it did, if they asked themselves what the origin of this
~ extraordinary power was. There was something more in
each stage of evolution than in the preceding stage: it grew as
it went along. There was something in man that was not in
the animal, something in the animal that was not in the
vegetable, and he would suggest that in this fact lay the
promise and potency of man’s persistence beyond physical dis-
solution—because while closed in by Nature, while rooted in
Nature, he was engaged all the time in transmuting the powers
of Nature into something higher.

That was his first point. His second was that man was also

rooted in God. When he (Dr. Cobb) was educated for holy
orders he was indoctrinated with the deistic view of God which
was then predominant, but that view, which separated God
and man by a vast gulf, no longer existed. It might still be
preached in obscure coteries, but it was practically dead, and
with it had gone everything that might be adduced against
the persistence of man. His (the doctor’s) father had no doubt
that the fragments of the mortal body would, at some distant
date, by the wonderful power of God be collected and restored
to life, but he did not suppose for a moment that his father
held that belief now. He was sure that his father could see
now that the resurrection was over, and there was no need for
the collecting of fragments. What was the reason of the
change? It was not the result of “mnew theology.” The
explanation was that most of them had come to hold as a
reasoned conviction, as a truth which was the highest of all
truths, that man was organic to God—that man was a spirit-
being of such lofty sublimity, so near to God that he was as
necessary to God as God to him. The speaker could not con-
ceive of there ever having been a time when God and man
were not two aspects of the same one coherent indivisible
Whole.

He would take an illustration from the electriclight. A man
switched it on. The source of the light was the current, which
met with resistance ; the light was the event. In the same way
God was the Power. He had made the current. Man was the
focalcentre. That was what he meant by saying that man was
organic to God. The fact that he was rooted in Nature need
not worry him, seeing that he was still more deeply rooted in

‘God Himself. They might claim that they were in a literal
sense sons of God.

Dr. Cabb here quoted a striking passage from Swinburne
enforcing the same thought; also the declaration of St. Paul
—*“who, after all, knew more than some of us "—that * neither
height, nor depth, nor any other creature can separate us from
the love of God.” “1If it be true,” said the speaker, “ then I
am not locked up in the processes of Nature. I am not a
phenomenon of the material order, not merely what the sight
s to the eye or the ripple to the sea. Iam not merely the boat ;
I am the rower in the boat; not merely the tune, but the
player., The boat may perish, the tune may cease, but rower
and player remain,”

If man were rooted in Nature alone, then he was a transi-
ory being, for Nature was transitory, always changing. All
hange meant the bresking up of some combination into its
lements. Taking a man’s sensations, ideas, thoughts, &c.,
ould they split up the man and have these things remaining,
part from the man himself 7 One could separate water into
8 elements, but one could not separate the thoughts and
ansations of a man from the man himself. They were the man,
nd because he was complex he was not in his essential self
ally subject to tho process we called change. So on all grounds
ere was something about him of s mystical and transcendent
aracter which guaranteed that he did not disappear with the
eak-up of the physical body. No one of those present would
eam of identifying himsolf with his body. Though intimately
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connected with the man, it was not the man: it was merely a
kind of overall which he would ultimately put off. Man was
becoming more and more convinced of his ultimate indepen-
dence of the body.

A further point. We had another side to our nature and
that was the love of ideals. The man devoid of ideals was no
man. Our most real self was to be found in those few moments
when we were prepared to stake all we had on a certain ideal.
“‘Though the whole race perish,” said Plato, “‘truth, beauty
and goodness still persist.” The story of human progress was
the story of how man had been endeavouring to grasp more of
the eternal truth, beauty and goodness. Those ideals were
eternal, and, being properties of persons, they made their pos-
sessors eternal also.

That last remark went to show that something more than
mere survival awaited us. One could conceive of man being
like a clock wound up to run for a hundred years or so in some
universe or other. But no, there was something about him,
with his wonderful powers of clinging to the ideal, of living and
dying for the ideal, which spoke of immortality, an immortality
not only waiting for him on the other side, but already in his
possession. Many a young soldier was offering his life because
somehow he had got it into his head that the freedom and the
glory of England was an ideal ; he was fighting for the incarna-
tion of an ideal in the hope that by his sacrifice it would be
brought nearer to embodiment ; and he (Dr..Cobb) could never
doubt that a young man with that spirit had the secret of im-
mortality already within him.

There was, then, no need to be sceptical. If man was rooted
in Nature and in God, man was not merely an appearance, but
an aspect of God Himself. The Chairman had referred to
anthropomorphic conceptions of God, but the word * anthropo-
morphic” had a true sense as well as a false one. We were
bound to interpret God by the only standard we had—man'’s
own personality. It was the highest thing we were aware of.
The mistake was that some people interpreted God by a bad
anthropomorphism. If we interpreted Him by the highest we
could conceive of, that was the best we could do. If man was
the consummation of all the processes of Nature, if God was
manifesting Himself through man, then it was through man
we had to interpret God. If we took the idealistic view of
man’s true nature and being, we had in God what we had in
our own self. '

Man had two qualities which appeared on the surface to be
mutually contradictory. We found in him identity and diversity.
He (the speaker) was conscious of being the same individual that
he was twenty years ago and yet he was changed. In the same
way identity in the Divine Being was consistent with the
existence of an element in His nature which belonged to
change. Further than that we could not go. Fixity and
change were both true. In our own experience they harmonised
perfectly, neither got in the way of the other, and there was
no reason why we should not say of the Deity Himself that
He had a double side. The root principle of life was duality,
and that was not the whole of the truth. There was no love
without the lover and the beloved, and the relationship between
the two. Every duality was a manifestation of an eternal
trinity, whatever Mr. Wells might say. They knew the vitriolic
scorn which that clever writer had thrown on Athanasius as
having invented the Trinity. Athanasius did nothing of the
kind. The trinity was in Nature and man. If only they
could get into the general folk-mind the idea that this life was
but one fragment of a much larger life, that we had been here
—or somewhere—before and might be here again; that we

lived many lives and that each of those lives was lived in some
one of the many mansions of our Father's House, we should
solve the problem of Death and the social problem as well. If
people once got into their minds the idea that man was essen-
tially spiritual, like the world in which he was rooted, like
God whose son he was, they would have solved one of the great
problems which had puzzled our philosophers and politicians
for ages.

Thus on the question of man’s persistence through death
the onus probandi rested not on the Spiritualists but on their
opponents. But the whole argument went to show that this
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life was but a fragment of a very large, very beautiful and in
the end an eternal human existence. (Applause).

" On the chairman’s proposal a hearty vote of thanks was
passed o Dr. Cobb for his interesting and deeply thoughtful
address.

** Dr. Cobb delivered an address under the same title as
the above at the residence of Lord and Lady Glencouner on
Thursday, the 22nd ult., which was much on the lines of the
one here reported.

RACHEL COMFORTED.

THE CONVERSATIONS OF A MOTHER WITH THE CHILD SHE, AT
ONE TiME, THOUGHT SHE HAD LOST.

By “RACHEL.”

There are many mothers, during these heart-breaking times
who, like myself, lost one child, perhaps years ago, and now,
since the war, have lost another, or even {wo or three more,
These will, I believe, share with me a bewildered sense of sur-
prise, and added sorrow, because they find themselves mourn-
ing the child recently removed more than they now moyrn the
other darling who passed on earlier. They may ask themselves,
as I have done since my second boy’s “ death,” why nearly all
the grief and tears now are for the child newly gone, while one's
heart was long since more or less comforted about the other
child. And perhaps, as with me, this thought will intensify
the whole anguish, for fear that the first child who passed on
may imagine, *“ Oh! Mother doesn’t love me now as much as
she once did. Her tears are now all for my brother.”

With a woman’s intuition that hundreds are thus grieving,
I would tell them wkiy they now mourn so blttelly the recent
loss, while the earlier pain is eased.

My Sunny’s conversations, together with the mghtly
education which I am aware I am receiving somewhere (though
I can bring hardly any recollection of it through) have told me
the answer to what appears puzzling in this matter. One
knows that one's love and devotion to the earlier-vanished
darling have not abated one jot with ths lapse of years! One
longs just as passionately for a sight of the loved face and the
sound of the dear voice as when the pain was one day old. So
what does it mean—the comparative calm of that once
tempestuous sorrow as against the new agony of the more
recent one ?

This is what it means, and only this. One has simply
become aware that that child is not dead at all. And overtthe
later, newer loss, that knowledge is at present choked out by
blinding anguish and therefore cannot at once penetrate one's
physical consciousness, nor will do so while we mourn the loss
of the physical body so dear to us, which is, of course, the only
thing we really have to mourn. The boy himself is as much
alive as he ever was, and all that has happened in the case of
his brother, mother, sister or father is that we have learnt to

know that this is so.' )

You may ask, poor bereaved ones, “Then why does not that
same knowledge comfort me afresh now ?”

Well, it does, little as you may be aware of it. Your physical
self is grieving for that other physical form. Your spirit is not
mourning his spirit, though you may think it is. We are all
spirits in the one and same world, so what is there to mourn ?

'We have never been parted for a moment, could we but realise
it. All that has been parted is the material part of us—and of
them.

But while the loss is new, while agonising reflections con-
cerning the dear garment we loved and knew (mistaking it, in
the blind past, for the wearer) overwhelm our outlook, we
naturally can see and realise but little else. The great truth is
hidden in our own tears and in our own darkness.

1 take it that when the day comes, as it does come, sooner
or la.ter, when you can bear to think, and even speak, of *“ him "

“her,” it is simply because yon have really learnt to know,
beyond all manner of doubt, that he, or she, never died at all.
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“STARS IN THE DUST HEAP.”

Mer. BootH TARKINGTON ON PsycHIc EVIDENCES.

J In the course of a long article under the above title in the
, November issue of the “ New York Motropolitan,” Mr. Booth
Tarkington, the well-known author and dramatist, deals with
the question of life after death. He commences with an
' amusing sketch of a typical family, ‘‘the Smith family of
Topeka " who never went out of their native State of Kansas,
never wished to go and were suspicious of those who came
from outside that State. Mr. Tarkington elaborates his parable
! with much humour, presenting a satiric picture of the state of
" pind exhibited by many people towards any world but this.
Next he reasons on the popular attitude towards death,
pointing out that there are minds which wrap themselves with
- satisfaction about a confusion of words. “ Death is negation,”

 they say; but how can they know something about nothing?

They do not even rise to the scientific height of a guess.

“In man,” continues our author, “there is a profound
physical distaste for death. . . . He lets his mystics and priests
chant of it vaguely on ceremonial days, but he really does not
wish to think about it at all. Therefore he is naturally inclined
to throw discredit upon investigation and investigators.” More-
over, some thinkers (in their own dislike of the subject) have
claimed that this very distaste for death is the only basis of
man’s hope of survival.

Aud there are others who say that man got the notion that
he had a soul through his savage ancestor’s dreams ; the savage
woke from slumber and said, “ I have been in strange places,
obviously far away from my sleeping body. Therefore there
must be two of me—the me of my body, and the me that
leaves my body and goes away. Hence, when my body dies,
the me that dreamed may still be alive.” The civilised man’s
dream of survival is only a savage's dream after all, these
rationalists say.

Thus they claim to have demolished the theory of survival.
But, plainly, they may be (for all they know) exactly like the
rational a\:guﬁers who may have said, in the year 1491 Anno
Domini: “The earth is flat. Columbus believes it is round be-
cause his grandfather had a passion for round fruit, such as
oranges and apples: the love of rotundity is inherent in his
blood.” To imagine the origin of a desire or a conception is
notto prove that the thing desired or conceived has no existence,
88 any hungry child will demonstrate to a doubter’s satis-
faction.

Next he deals in caustic fashion with those who despise
psychic evidences on the ground that the kind of world fore-
shadowed is not what they consider they have a right to
expect, '

And there dre the other credulous: those who have a
strange notion that Nature necessarily works with a kind of
snobbishness or aristocracy of gesture. They look for the
dramatic and graceful in her, expecting her to show forth some-
thing Grecian in great matters; they respect a thirty-knot
battleship and forget3Watts and his tea-kettle; they would
like to see Ajax defying the lightning, but cannot believe that
Ajax might better have understood what he was about if he
had begun by rubbing a cat’s back in the dark of a woodshed.
“What!” they cry. ‘*Look for the high dead among ‘ mediums,’
‘psychics,’ slate-writers, rappers and trance babblers ? Do you
expect Moses to be rapping ‘I'm all right’ on a four-dollar
table in a ‘back-parlour’ smelling of fried potatoes #” The
seeker answers, “ I do not expect Moses. 1 do not expect at

An inventor ex})laiued why the Wrights made an airplane
that would fly. ‘“They weren’t graduates,” he said. *‘They
hadn't been conventionally educated in mechanics. They
hadn't learned that certain things couldn’t be done—so they
did them ! ” This explains, incidentally, why gonius usually
comes from the country, and, pertinently, why it is scientific
to keep an open mind.

Itis a very long article, and we are the less reluctant to
skip much of it because, excellently as it is written, it deals
with many matters which are already old ground to most of us.
We give the concluding portion as representing an attitude
which is now a growing one amongst thoughtful observers to-
wards the question of psychic evidences : — .

Now, certain men have said that they have, evidence of sur-

 vival, and some of these men are scientists—even scientists by
profession, If they have the evidence which t;hoy say they have,
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then it is going to be possible to establish, before very long, the
most important fact that can aflect mankind. There is no doubt
that these men believe the evidence; and their critics, unable
to assail their sincerity, attack them upon the point of gulli-
bility. But this leads a person of open mind to suspect the
critics of a gullibility of their own; that is, they may be gulled
by their prejudices. They,are, indeed, thus gulled if they de-
clare Sir Oliver Lodge to be gullible because Sir Oliver claims
to receive messages from a dead person. To show Sir Oliver
gullible, the critics must prove the messages to be fraud or de- g
lusion. They prove only their own superstition who say, by
implication: “ But spirits do not do thus-and-so; they do
not speak thus-and-so.”

No doubt, serious investigators have been gulled; that
means nothing of importance ; secret service men have had
bogus money passed “on” them. The question is, whether
or not the investigators have ever found true metal—if it were
even a centime! Most of them believe they have; and
therein is a circumstance of such significance as may give us
strangely to think, if we will take leisure to note it : of all the
men professionally of science who have seriously and per-
sistently investigated and studied the alleged phenomena of
“ Spiritualism,” the overwhelming majority have drawn the
conclusion, as a result of their patient researches, that there 7s
personal survival of death.

Only levity sneers at them now —at these patient men who
have sought truth in the dust-heap. They have not yet failed :
neither have they shown the truth—if they have found it—so
that all men may see it and know that it is indeed truth. Their
task is heavy, but it is the greatest one, for it is the itask that
must be done before civilisation can begin. To lift the burden
of the unknown from the human soul—to destroy the great
darkness ; that is the work which engages them. Man cannot
be sane in the daylight until the night hecomes knowable.

THE LATE MRS. J. J. MORSE.

To the brief record in our last issue of the transition on
the 25th ult. of Mrs. J. J. IMorse, the wife of the Editor of the
“Two Worlds,” we may now add a more extended notice. Mrs,
Morse, who had passed her sixty-ninth birthday, had beeun a
Spiritualist for over fifty years. A woman of strongly marked
individuality, her Spiritualism was of a broad and liberal cha-
racter, and in a quiet and unobtrusive way she did much for the
cause she loved. Some twenty years ago she was one of the
best known ladies in metropolitan Spiritualist circles by reason
of the genial hospitality which she extended to workers from
different parts of the country as well as from abroad, whenever
they visited London. She accompanied her husband during
his last journey round the world, visiting Australia, New
Zealand, and the United States (the latter for the
second time), and was his warm and faithful helper in
all his public labours. Mr. Morse writes of her that she
was “a good woman, a loving mother and a most excellent
wife.” Her long illness, during which she was nursed with un-
remitting cave by her daughter, was the result of heart shock
from an air raid in London on August 15th, 1915, when, with
her husband, she was visiting some old friends at Clapton. The
funeral, which took place at the Southern Cemetery, Manches-
ter, on the 29th ult., was a-quiet one, the attendants being a
few personal friends, though many others, including represen-
tatives from the local Spiritualist societies, were present to
show their respect and sympathy. Mr. A. W. Orr, at the special
request of the deceased lady, conducted the services, and
the brief addresses which he gave at the house, in the cemetery
chapel and by the graveside, he referred, with the warm appre-

ciation of a friend of many years' standing, to her fine charac-
ter and generous disposition. The floral tributes were many
and beautiful. Mr. Morsc asks us to add that the number of
kindly lettors and telegrams he has received has peen so many
that he cannot acknowledge them individually, and therefore
takes this means of publicity to thank all concerned and to
assure them that such widespread manifestations of sympathy
have greatly cheered his daughter and himself.

L.S.A.—Dr, Ellis T. Powell has decided to change the
subject of his address to be delivered at the Salon of the Royal
Society of British Artists on Thursday, 13th inst. Instead of
speaking on “ The Imperial Keystone : A Study in the Psychic
Evolution of the British Kingship,” Dr. Powell will deliver an
address on “ Raymond Re-studied.”
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WATER DIVINER WHO SAVED'AN ARMY.

SAPPER KELLEY'S MUNIFICENT REWARD.

In LicHT of April 1st, 1916 (p. 106), we gave an account of
the feat of Sapper Stephen Kelley, of the Australian Light
Horse, in locating water by the methods of the dowser at Suvla
Bay. The ‘“Star” (whose expressed contempt for psychic
powers is only equalled by the readiness with which it publishes

®accounts of supernormal phenomena) thus recalls the case in

its issue of the 23rd ult. :—

Science still laughs at the “dowser,” the water diviner who
finds drink in the desert by the bending of a twig; but one
such, at least, has justified his claim to be able to strike the
rock and bring forth the precious fluid.

This is Mr. Stephen Kelley, lately senior wireless engineer
of the 3rd Light Horse Brigade, Australian Engineers, with
the rank and pay of a sapper; now & civilian with a temporary
pension of 7s. 6d. a week.

In the darkest days of the Gallipoli campaign, when our
soldiers on that sun-baked peninsula were dying of thirst,
Sapper Kelley went out, wounded though he was, and indicated
a dozen spots where water would be found. And found it was,
‘Within a few hours borings were made, pumps rigged up, and
Gurkhas, Anzacs, and English were drinking their fill and bath-
ing in what was over.

“ Our water supply used to come to us in tank barges,” he
told a “ Star” man, “ but in May, 1915, I told the authorities
that there was plenty of water on the peniusula. They bored
where I told them, and found it in abundance. Later I was
asked to go to Suvla Bay and report on the probability of-
water there.”

Then follows a thrilling account of Sapper Kelley's plucky
adventure into the Turkish lines in quest of water, of which
his strange gift diseovered an abundance—sufficient to supply
one hundred wells. In the course of his narrative he made
the following interesting statement :—

“I do not use a twig as most diviners do, but a piece of

copper, a penny, or a length of wire, or, as in this case, the .

copper driving band of a Turkish shell.”

As a resulf of his expedition to Suvla Bay in August, 1915,
wells were sunk according to his directions, and before long—

“ every man of the 100,000 troops had his water bottle full, his
thirst quenched, and many of them were bathing in buckets.
During the next two days I located thirty-two springs, the
deepest only 25ft. below the surface.

“ A few days later I was invalided home, and thousands of
troops, black and white, lined up to give me a cheer. And now
I'm invalided out as unfit, and have had to fight the authori-
ties to get my pension of 7s. 6d. a week, while my offers to go
and find water on any front in the world have been rejected.”

Mr. Kelloy has been conscious of his peculiar gift since he
was five years old, when he used to find water in the fields
near his Australian home.

‘We wonder what Sir William Barrett thinks of it.

MYSTICISM.

The ideas given below are summgrised by a correspondent
from an address tecently delivered at the Academy of
the Order of Ancient Wisdom, John Dalton-street, Manchester,
by the President of the Order.

True mysticism is an exact science, and, contrary to many
opinions, it is intensely practical, since true mystics, far from
being dreamy, unpractical people, are invariably the most
practical, clear-seeing of any.

The mystic path is no idle dreamy fancy, but an actuality,
and life becomes real through the uniting of oneself with the
interior life.

The effects ®f true mysticism on the various parts of our
nature can be roughly outlined as follows :—

In the mind it is associated with reflection, research and
the use of the understanding, and the endeavour to realise the
Divine Immanence. Man is quite justified in using his specula-
tive faculties and accepting certain working hypotheses as
starting points, leading upwards. The mind of man has an
innate consciousness of the Divine Immanence, and the endea-
vour to grasp this and interpret it finitely is what the mind is
incessantly striving to do, hence mysticism and mystics, True
mysticism is not mystification.

The influence of mysticism on the will is the joyful self-
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surrender which is the marked ¢ of many
mystics known to us through h

The influence of mysticism pushing
of religion to the highest point it is no
longer religion, but becomes m; perience
that sense of oneness which is 3 appres
hension of the Divine Imm

In the soul, mysticism - of con-
templation, z.e., * the lovir ith; pre-
viously accepted by the 1 grace.
True contemplation is not rtration,
but rather should be easy normal
activity of the soul. .

The influence of mysticism sarily, as
some suppose, the production from all
ailments. Experience has she greatest
mystics have had the - feeblest that on
their sick-beds, in the throes « ublimity
and grandeur of their souls h over all

. mundane trials.

Mystics may conveniently be classes,
viz., the philosophic, the relig” - Natare
mystic. The first produces th int, and
the third the occultist and sp may be
great in their respective sph 10 philo-
sophic mystic is the use of tl )gressive
speculation; that of the re prayer,
worship and the love of religion 1 for the
love of God. The Nature mystic rTents of
life through all their countless ma he heart
of Nature herself endeavours to f the One
Reality pervading all things. The highest
aspect—God; the sage seeks i of true
knowledge. :

LETTERS TO THE -
, The New Reve

S1r,—1I shall feel obliged if you in your
columns to correct a slight mistake Arthur
Conan Doyle's recent address, in e origin
of the new religious revelation, h 7e said:
“Whence did it come ? It came ‘h auto-
matic writing, where the hand of 1 fas con-
trolled either by an alleged dead In ) case of
Miss Julia Ames, or by an alleged of Mr.
Stainton Moses ” (p. 365). I presume srred to
was the control “ Imperator,” who was ted with
William Staintcn Moses, and I wish & his con-
trol always represented himself as | ne time
incarnate on this planet, and that lled his
medium for antomatic writing, but anuensis
a control called “Rector.” *Imp or, give
trance addresses through his mi written
messages were followed by a cross ¢ 8 of his
name and designation—ZImperator !

The controls of Stainton Moses ied, and
at times communications proceede of asso-
ciated controls who used their amaz +pose of
their message ; -but.they all, with eption,

alleged that they had once lived g and

some of them claimed historic na * Spirit
Teachings” published by Stainton ) ‘munica-
tion which deals with the influence eference
to this he states on page 211 that i 10 aunto-
graphs (exact facsimiles) of two we . as well
as by somo other names known to & 1at as 8
" psychical researcher of more than fi e I wel-
come most heartily Sir Arthur Conan address,
and I venture to offer him my co s escape
from the trammels of Materialism, 1ce of -a
body of doctrine which is, I believe ationise
the religious thought of the age.—?
JIVAL.
1, Chesham-street, S.W. 1.
Nov. 24th, 1917. :

TrE essence of intellectual n extent
of science or in perfection of ;ant pre-
ference for higher thoughts re is the
true secret of that fascina: ellectual
pursuits, that they reveal tc a little
more, of the eternal order « ng us so
firmly in what is known ths lle confi-

dence in the laws which govern wuav s nov, ana never can be,
known.—PHILIP GILBERT HAMERTON,
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SOCIETY WORK ON SUNDAY, DEC. 2nd, &e.

Reports and prospective announcements are charged at the rate of
twenty-four words for 1s.; and 3d. for every additional ten
§ Wrd‘. .
!  MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION.—Steinway Hall,
Lower Seymour-street, W. 1.—Mrs. M. H. Wallis's inspirers
ve instructive answers to written questions. This was pre-
ed by a heartfelt resolution of sympathy with Mr. and Miss
Morse, in which reference was made to Mrs. Morse's “ open-
hearted friendship and untiring efforts in helping forward the
oble truths of Spiritualism by her loving co-operation with
or esteemed husband and daughter.”—77, New Oxford-street,
{W.C. 1.—On November 26th, excellent clairvoyance by Mrs.
. A. Cannock. For Sunday next see front page.—G. C.
! LoNpON SPIRITUAL Mission: 188, Pembridge Place, Bays-
‘water, W.—Mr. Peckham, on ‘“ Human Personality”; Mr. G.
[Prior, on “The Inspiration of Fellowship.” For Sunday next
see'front page.—I. R.
! CeurcH oF HieHER MysricisM: 22, Princes-street. Canen-
‘dish-square, W.—The services were conducted by Mrs. Fair-
ough Smith ; the morning meeting being devoted to * Our
iFallgn Heroes ”; the evening a fine inspirational address. Sun-
day nest, morning, Mrs. Fairclough Smith; evening, Mr.
Macbeth Bain.

WnaeLEpoN SPIRITUALIST MissioN.—Very instructive ad-
‘dress through Mme. de Beaurepaire. For prospective an-
nouncements see front page.—R. A. B.

READING.—SPIRITUAL MissION, 16. BLAGRAVE-STREET.—
Services 11.30 a.m. and 6.45 p.m. Addresses by Mr. Howard
Mundy. Sunday next, Mr. E. Deadman—T. W. L.

Foresr GaTB, E.—EaArLHAM HarLL, EARLEHAM GROVE.—
Excellent address by Mr. Conner, on “ Spiritualism.” Sunday
vext, Mr, Halls, 6.30, No. 13 Room.

TorreNEAM.—684, HieH-rOAD.— Mr. Pulham spoke on
“The Handwriting on the Wall,” and Mrs. Pulham gave clair-
voyance. Sunday next, 2.30, Lyeceum; 4 p.m., Mr. G. R.
Symons.—D. H.

OaMeRRWELL NEW-RCAD. — SURREY MasoNio HaLn.—
‘Morning, circle, conducted by the members ; evening, excellent
iaddress and clairvoyance by Mrs. A. Jamrach.: Sunday next,
11 am,, church service; 6.30"p.m., Mrs. Cannock.

WoorLw10B AND PLUMSTEAD.—PERSBVERANCE HALL, VILLAS-
20AD, PLoMsTEAD.—Mr. H. Wright, address and clairvoyance.
Sunday next, 3 p.m., Lyceum ; 7, Sergt. Newton, address and
<lairvoyance.—J. M. P.

Maxor Park, E.— THIRD AVENUE, CHUROCH - ROAD.—
Interesting address by Mr. Elliott. Sunday next, 3p.m., Lyceum ;
6.30, address and clairvoyanee by Mrs. Marriott. Monday,
3 pm. (ladies), Mrs. Self, clairvoyance. Wednesday, 7.30, ad-
dress and clairvoyance.—E. M.

BarrrrsEA.—45, Sr. JouN's Hirr, CLAPHAM JUNCTION.—
‘Good morning circle ; evening, thoughtful address by Mr. Hep-
bun. Sunday next, 11.15, circle service; 3, Lyceum, and
Study Group ; 6.30, Mr. F. J. Miles. Thursday, 8.15, clair-
woyance.—N. B. )

Hioxnmy.—240A, AMHURST-ROAD, N.—Mrs. E. Marriott,
address on “ Self Culture,” and well-recognised descriptions.
Sunday next, 6.30 p.m., Mr. R. Boddington. Saturday, 8th,
6 pm., Miss Cowley and Migs Cochrane. Monday, 8 p.m., Mrs.
Brookman,—N. R.

BrigHTON SPIRITUALIST BROTHERHOOD. — OLD STEINE
Hawr, 521, OLp STEINE.—Excellent address by Mrs. Jennie
Walker. Sunday next, 11.30 and 7 p.m., Mrs, Walker ; Lyceum
83, Monday, 7.45, farewell meeting to Mrs. Walker, Tues-
day 7.45, Thursday 7.45, meetings for inquirers.—J. J. G.

BriorzoN SpiriTuarL MissioN.—1, UpprER NORTH-STREET
(close to Clock Tower).—Morning, circle ; evening, Mrs. Curry,
address and descriptions. Sunday next, 11 and 7, Mrs. A,
ZBQddington, addresses and descriptions ; also during the week at
Windsor Hall. (See special paragraph in next column.)

CrapEAM:—ADJOINING REFoRM CrLus, St. LUKE'S-ROAD,
’H_lcn-smnm. CrapHAM, S.W.—Sunday next, 11 a.m., public
circle; 7 p.m., lecbure by Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din, B.A., LL.B.;
a second lecture on the 16th at7 p.m. Friday, at 8 p.m., pablic
meeting.—M..C. .

Horroway.—GROVEDALE-ROAD (NEAR Hiemeare Tusm
Burion).—Morniing, Mr. T. 0. Todd, on “Life’s Colorifics ”;
vening, Mr. R. Boddington, inspiring address. Sunday next,
1115 am,, Mrs. Agnes Smallman ; 8, Lyceum; 7 p.m., Mr.
Forsythe ‘(President of L.L.D.C.) and others. Wednesday,
special lecture by Mr. T. O. Todd 'in aid of Lyceum Christmas
Trea, Thursdsy, treat to fifty wounded soldiers, 2.30 to 7,
then till 10 o'clock Social. Free to members and friends.
Collection. Gifts will'be thankfully received.

WircHCRAFT Act AMENDMENT FuND.—The treasurer of
the Spiritualists’ National Union, Lt&d., Mr. T. H. Wright
(10, Victoria-avenue, Sowerby Bridge), sends us a statement
showing the amount subscribed to the fund to the end of Novem-
ber as £503 2s, 8d. Of the subscriptions received during the
month, we have only space this week to acknowledge the follow-
ing :—Southampton Society, £7; Central Society, Newcastle-
on-Tyne (second donation), £2 10s.; Sion-street, Radcliffe (per
Miss Mawdsley), Ss. 4d.;.Mrs. Charnley, Leeds, £1: a Few
Friends (Grantham), £2; Doncaster Society, £2 1ls. 6d.;
Brighton Spiritual Mission,” £2 1s.; Heber-street Society,
Keighley, £3 6s.; Mr. and Mrs. Barnes, Birmingham, £5;
Meersbrook Society, Sheffield (two donations), £2: Mr. E. W,
Morris and Mr. Wood (Armley), 5s. each; Six Bells Spiritual
Society (per Mr. C. Phillips 8s. 5d., per Mrs. E. J. Eastwood
2s. 8d.), 11s. 1d.; Mr. F. Heeley (per Mrs. F. H. Park, Liver-
pool), £2: per Mrs. H. Butterworth, Barrow, 10s.: Roxburgh-
road Society (per Mr. Watts), Leeds, £1; Southend Society
(collection, including 10s. 6d. from Mrs. Cannock), £6 10s.: per
Mr. J. H. Mountain (Leeds Psycho 4s., Mrs. E. Appleton,
Liverpool, 5s.). 9s.: Mrs. Read, Southport, £€1; Slathwaite
Society (M. O. P. 25s., collection 9s. 6d.), £1 14s. 6d. ; Southern
Counties’ Union (Bristol Spiritual Church, M. O. P. 3s. 4d., col-
lection £4 4s.2d.), €4 10s. (M. O. P. means “ miles of peunies.”)

AMALGAMATION OF BRricHTONTSociETIES.—On the sugges-
tion of the Southern Counties’ Union a conference has taken
place of representatives of the Brighton Spiritual Mission and
the Brighton Progressive Spiritualists, as a result of which these
two societies, the oldest in Brighton, have resolved to amalga-
mate under the title ‘‘The Spiritualists’ Church, Brighton.”
The united body starts with a membership of over secventy, a
building fund of £100, and a good balance for current expenses
besides an ample equipment of furniture and effects. The first
year’s officers will be Mr. H. J. Everett, president : Mr. Robert
Gurd, secretary; Mr. J. W. Hoskins, financial and hospitality
secretary; Miss A. Scoggins, minute secretary; Mr. Cager,
treasurer; Mrs. Dingley, assistant treasurer; with & committee
composed of six members from each sociqty. Efforts will at
once be made to procure larger and more suitable accommoda-
tion, but for the present the services will be held at Windsor
Hall,Wind sor-street, opening on Sunday, December 16th. when
Mr. F. T. Blake will be the principal speaker.

TELEPATHY: GENUINE and FRAUDULENT.
By W. WORTLEY BAGGALLY, -
(With a Preface by Sir OrLiver Lopgk, F.R.S.)

The object of thisgbook is to bring before the public the
results of an experienced investigator of the phenowena of
telepathy. A member of the Council of the Society for
Psychical Research, he has devoted many years to the stud
of the subject. He also gives accounts of the methods whic
public performers resort to in their production of their so-
called thought-transference. The book covers, in fact, all
aspects of telepathy —frandulent as well a« genuine.

. Cloth, 2s8. 8d. net, post free.
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 11u, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C2.

A Second Edition (Revised) of SIR WILLIAM BARRETT'S
most important work

ON THE THRESHOLD OF THE UNSEEN.
NOW READY.

It is an expert physicist’s Examination of the Phenomena
of Spiritualism and of the Evidence for Survival after Death,
and claims the attention of all readers of Sir Oliver Lodge’s
“ Raymond,” to which it forms a valuable and confirmatory

complement.
Cloth, 336 pages, 6/11 net, post free.
OFFICE OF “LIGHT.’ 110, ST.- MARTIN'S LANE. WC.2

THE NEW REVELATION,
Address by Sir A. Conan Doyle.

‘We bave still a few copies left of the 3 Nos. of LieAT, November
10th, 17th, and 24th, containing the summary of the address-and the
closing remarks bv Sir O. Lodge. e can send the three copies com-

lete for 74d. post free, Office of LIGHT, 110, St. Martin 8 Lane, W.C. .
he numbers are limited and we cannot reprint the address.

JUST PUBLISHED—HIS LAST BOOK.
THE RELIGION OF TO-MORROW,
.A Study in the Evolution of Religious Thought.

By W. J. COLVILLE.
With Portrait.
Cloth, 320 pages, 3/i1 post free.
OFFICE OF “LIGHT,” 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C.2.
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STANDARD BOOKS SUPPLIED TO ORDER FOR CA

Post free from the Office of “Liecat,” 110, St. MAaRTINS LanNE, W.C., at t
Remittances must accompany orders, otherwise they cannot be

n the Threshold of the Unseen. An Ex-

amination of the Phenomena of S iritualism and of the Evi-
dence for Survival after Death. By Sir William Barrett, F.R.S.
Cloth, 336 pages, 6s, 11d. .

Psychical Investigations. Some Personally-

Observed Proofs of Survival. By J. Arthur Hill. Cloth, 288
pages, 6s. 6d.

Raymond, or Life and Death. With Examples

of the Evidence for Survival of Memory and Affection after
Death. By Sir Oliver Lodge, F.R.S. Cloth, 403 pages, 11s. net.

e Voices. A Sequel to

State. Accbunts of Sittings for th
Vice-Admiral W, Usborne Moore. Clot

Creative Thought. Being
Self Unfoldment. By W. J. Colville

"[‘houghts are Things. Essa)

works of Prentice Mulford. 1s. 2d.

Thought Forces. Hssays

works of Prentice Mulford. 1s. 2d.

The Survival of Man. By ®Sir Oliver Lodge,
F.R.S. Cloth, 239 pages, 1s. 6d.

The Reality of Psychic Phenomena, Raps, Levi-

tations, &e. By W. J. Crawford,D.Se. Cloth, 246 pages, 5s. 5d.

Human Magnetism ; or, How to Hypnotise. A
Practical Handbook for Students of Mesmerism. By Professor
James Coates. With Ten Plates, showing induction of phenomena,
Experimental and Curative. Third Edition. Cloth, 5s. 5d.

The Harmonial Philosophy. A Compendium and

Digest of the Works of Andrew Jackson Davis, the American
Seer. Cloth 424 pages, 11s.

The Religion of To-Morrow. By W. J. Colville

Cloth, 320 pages, 3s. 11d. -
Seeing the Invisible. Practical Studies in Psy-

chometry, Thought Transference, Telepathy, and Allied Phe-
nomena. By James Costes, Ph.D., F.A.S. Cloth, 5s. 5d.

Photographing the Invisible. Practical Studies

in Spirit Photogfaphy, Spirit Portraiture and other Rare, but
Allied Phenomena. By James Coates, Ph.D., F.A.S. With 90 photo-
graphs. Cloth, 5s, 6d. -

he Hidden Way across the Threshold; or

the Mystery which hath been Hidden for Ages and from Genera-
tions. Illustrated and made plain with as few occult phrases as possible.
By J. C. Street. With plates, cloth, 12s, 8d.

The Gift of the Spirit. Essays by Prentice
. Mulford. Edited by A. E. Waite. 3s. 11d.

Speaking Across the Border
a Husband in Spirit Life to His Wife
1s. 84d. Art Linen Binding, 2s. 10d.

N‘ t Silent, if Dead. By H.

the Mediumship of Parma. Cloth, 2s

oga, or Transformation.
Cloth, 6s. 6d.

ccult Science in India

Ancients. With an Account of their B
History of Spiritism. By Louis Jacolliot. ¢

ychical Research. By Sir "
F.R.S. Cloth, 1s. 6d.

Man’s Place in the U

Russel Wallace, O.M., F.R.S., L
hought Lectures. By Fa

by Automatic Writing.' 1s. 2}d.

he Human Aura and the
Colour. By W. J, Colville. 1s. 4d.

Psychic Philosophy as the
Religion of Natural Law. By V. C.Des:
by Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace, F.R.8.,&c. Cl

A Course of Practical Psy
Cloth, 5s. 6d. _

Spiritualism in the Bible. By'E. W. and M. H.

Wallis. Stiff boards, 1s. 2d. ; cloth, 1s. 8d.

*Tn Tune with the Infinite, or Fulness of Peace,
Power and Plenty. ‘By Ralph Waldo Trine. Clotb, 1s. 9d.

Reminiscences. By Alfred Smedley. Includ-

ing an account of Marvellous Spirit Manifestations. 1s. 2id.

By Mrs.

he Little Pilgrim in the Unseen.
Oliphant. Cloth, 1s, 3d.

Christianity and Spiritualism. By Leon Denis.

Translated by H. D. Speakman. Cloth, 3s. 11d.

Here and Hereafter. A Treatise on Spiritual

Philosophy, offering a Scientific and Rational Solution of the
Problem of Life and Death. By Leon Denis, Cloth, 3s. 11d.

fter Death. New Enlarged Edition of Letters

from Julia. Given through W. T, Stead. Cloth, 2s. 11d.

Practical Hypnotism. Teaching eighteen differ-
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