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CLAIRYOYANCE.
Ai the Rooms o! the LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, 

110, St. Martin’s-lane, London, W.C.

h SPECIAL S E R IE S  OF S E A N G E S  
F0R CLAIRVOYANT D E S C R IP T IO N S

N E W  E D I T I O N .

TW O B O O K S C O M PLETE IN  O N E  V O L U M E  :

SPIRIT IDENTITY
ARD

OH

TUESDAY, JULY 13th ... MRS. CANNOCK.
FRIDAY, JULY 16th ... MRS. CANNOCK. 
TUBSDAY, JULY 20th ... MR. A. VOUT PETERS.
FRIDAY, JULY 23rd ... MR. A. VOUT PETERS.
TUBSDAY, JULY 27th ... MR. A. VOUT PETERS.
FRIDAY, JULY 30th ... MR. A. VOUT PETERS.

At 3 o'clock in the Afternoon. Admission, ls . each perton. 
N o  a d m it t io n  after. S  c lo c k .

HIGHER ASPECTS 0 F SPIRITUALISM.
By WM. STA1NTON MOSES 1‘ M.A., OXON.'h

SP IR IT  ID EN T ITY
An argnment for the reality of the retnm of departed hnman Epirita, 
illuBtrated by many narratives from personal experienoe; together 

with a discnsmon of some of the difficnlties that beaet the inqnirer. 
Contains Strang evidenoe that some of the Spirits who oommnnicate 

through mediomahip are the departed individnala they say they are.

These special circles are being given to meet the demand for 
(tychic endencee chiefly in connection with thoae who have been 
rieenUy bereaved by the war.

ThtMARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd.,
Will, nntü fnrther notice, hold SUNDAY EVENING MEETINGS 

at 7 o’clock at
STHHWAY HALL, LOWER SEYHODR STREET, W. 

(Just off Oxford-Street, near Baker-Bt ree t.)
8ÜNDA Y  E V E N IN O  N E X T , a t Seren o’clock,

M R S . M A R T  D A T I E S ,
Address and Clairvoyance.

July 18th—Mr. A- V. Peters, Clairvoyance.
AdmiasiooFree. Collection. Inqrtiren oordiaDy invited. Doors open 

at &30 p.m. No anmiwnon after 7.10 p.m.

C EN TR E O F  L IG H T  A N D  T R U T H  
(Chnrch .of Higher Mysticism).

T he L o n d o n  A c a d e m y  o f  M u s ic ,
22, Prinoee Street, Cavendiah Square, W.

SUNDAY, JULY U th.
Morning, 11 o’clock ... - ... ... Mas. F aibclocgh Smith.

Inspirational Address.
Evening, 7 o'clock ............  ... Mas. F aibclocgh Smith.

Trance Address.

THE LO N D O N  S P I R I T U A L  M IS S IO N ,
13b, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W.

SUNDAY, JULY U t h .
At 11 am ., HB. E. H AVIL AN D. At 7 p .m ., HB. E. W.

BEABD.
WEDNE8DAY, JULY U th. at 7-Ä  m .

IR.W. J. N.VANSTONE, Ph D-, Lecture, “ The Sphinx.”

H IG H E R  A S P E C T S  O F  8 P 1 R IT U A L I8 M :
A Statement of the Moral and Religion« Teactrings of Spiritoaliam; 
and aCompariaon of the present Epoch with its Spiritual Intervention? 

with the Age immediately preoeding the Birth of Christ.
T h e TW O  B O O K S— ‘ S p ir it Id e n tity  ’ and  ‘ H igh er A apecta 
o f S p ir itu a lism  n ow  issu ed  in  o n e v o lu m e: H andaom ely  

bound in  c lo th  g ilt , 224 p p ., dem y 8 v o , p rice 3a. öd. net, 
or p o st free , 3s. lOd.

L O N D O N  S P IR IT U A L IS T  A L L IA N C E , L T D ,
110, St. Ma b t ih ’s  Laue, L ondok, W  O.

SPIRIT TEÂCHIflGS
Through the Mediumship of William 

Stainton Moses (M.A., Oxon.),
By Automatic or Passive Writlng.

WITH A BIOQRAPHY BY CHARLT0N T. 8PEER, 
And Two Full-page Portraits. 

SEVENTH  EDITION.

Handaomely bound in Cloth Gilt, 3 2 4 p p , demy 8 v o , 
price 88. 6d. net, or post free, 3s. 10d.

O F F IC E  O F  L IG H T , 110, S T . M A R T IN S  L A N K , W .C .

S P I R I T I S M
THE NOW AND T H E  HEREAFTER

raoM

THE PR A C TIC A L S ID E  O F  T H E  S U B J E C T .
Aa Addres peitly read at a meeting of the London Spiritualist 

AjHanee by
8 IR  W I L L I A M  V  A V A S  O U R ,  B a r t .

IPrice post free, or to  M embers and a«uw»iV p« of IA A . 
T d. poat free.

OFFICE O F L IG H T , 110, S T . M A R T IN S  L A X E , W .C.

ELEMENTARY TEXT BOOK
OF

MENTAL THERAPEUTICS.
A Complete Courae of Instruc

tion in the Theory and 
Practice of Mental Healing.

BT

W . J .  C O L V IL L E .

A  T e x t book  on  th e  stu d y  o f H ea lth  from  a  S p ir itu a l S ta n d 
p o in t. S im p le , C lear. C on cise. F a ll courae o f  tw e lv e  
p ractica ! le sso n s d ea lin g  w ith  D iv in e  an d  H nm an W ill: 
T h eir e sse n tia l A greem en t: T h e C rea tiv e W ork o f T h o u g h t; 
O nr T h o a g h ts b a ild  onr B od ies ; T elep a th y , o r  T h o u g h t- 
T ran sferen ce an d  H yp n otiam , w ith  P ra ctica l D irectio n s an d  
S ta tem en t o f B e n en ta ; In tu itio n  th e  T rn e E d u c a to r : 
D ia g n o s is ; C orrespondence b etw een  M en ta l an d  P h y sica l 
C on d ition s ; A  P ra ctica l L esson on  th e  M ost D irec t M ethod  
o f S p ir itu a l H e a lin g : C o n cen tra tio n : I t s  D ev elo p m en t an d  
U s e ; T h e R eal A n tid o te  to  H y s te r ia : P ra ctica l H lu atration a  
o f th e  C orrespondences b etw een  M en ta l S ta te s  a n d  th e ir  
P h y sica l E xp ression s.

A n effb rt to  sh ow  a  w ay o u t o f  «ad ne— in to  jo y , and  
o u t o f sick n ess in to  h ea lth .

Hew E d itio n . 80 p a g e s , ls. Ud. post free. 
O F F IC E  O F  L IG H T , 110, S T . M A R T IN S  L A N E , W .C .



Bring when Incarned in Phyrical Matter by Natural Law without a 
Special Intervention of any Process Exterior to Himseif—Light on the 
Sobject (Vom Psychical Research—Growth of Deceased Cnildren in 
the Spirit World into Family Likeness—Some Evidence Adduced— 
Reincamation and Spiritualism, the Former Not Proved, &c.

Cloth, 108 pages, 2/11 post free.
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C.

ACROSS TH E BARRIER
By H. A. DALLAS.

A Record of True Psuchic Experlences.
Wifch an Additional Chaptor by H. B. MARRIOTT WATSON.

" A valnable addition to the rapidly accumulating experimental 
evidenoe of the soul’s aurvival of bodily death.”—The Christian 
Commonwealth.

"An interoating and readable contribution to the literatnre of 
Payohical Research."— The Scotsman.

Cloth, 212 pages, 3/10 net post free.
To order from—

OFFICE OF LIGHT. HO. ST. MARTIN’S LANE. W.O.

‘S P I R I T U A L I S M ’
A P h i l o s o p h y  o f  L i f e .

By W. H. EVANS.
Ohapters on: The Ever-Present Qod, Good and Evil, The
^Me' and the ‘ Not Me,’ Mediumship, The Spirit World, 

r Measunng, The Gateway to Life Eternal, 
cts of Determinism, Some Objections

Whafc is Man, Soul Measuring, The Gateway to Life Eternal, 
The Spiritnal Aspects

Answerea, The Religion of Spiritualism.
CLOTH. 79 PAGES, Is. 2d. NET POST FREE.

To Sodeties, 13  copies post free for 9/7 .

It flhould prove invaloable to all Lyoenma for nse of offioem and 
Liberty Groups study particularly.—R. A. OwKR (of Liverpool 
Society).

Mr. Evans gives na of his best in this brigbtly written volnme. He 
>rmt a wide field and deals with many topics. An able ohapt

The final obapter will certainly find great
able chapter deals

__löfiäpter will
favonr among thonghtfnl Spiritualists.—* Two Worlds. ’

covern _______ ____
with ‘ The Spirit World.’

OFFICE OF LIGHT. HO. ST. MARTIN’S LANE. W.O.

THE PSYCHIC ELEMENT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.
Studie* based mainly upon the Greek text of the Saored 
Records, bnt clearly comprehensible by tbe unlearned reader

By ANGU8  McARTHUR.
28 pages. Price SEVENPENCE post free.

OFFICE OF 1 LIGHT/ 110, ST. MARTIN S LANE, W.C.
“ First Steps to Spirit Intercourse.” By

1  James McKenzie. 24 pages. Price 3$d. post free. May be
obtained from the Office of Light, 110, St. Martin’s-lane. W.C.

SEASIDE ÄND OTHER APARTMENTS.
Advertisements w ider this head, not exceeding twenty-fov/r 

loords {three lincs), w ill he inserted fo r ihres m onths for 1 3 s ,;  
«t® for 78. 6d.; single inscrlions ls .  C d

Cpiritnalists when in London shonld stay at
O  HnnstanUm House, 18, Endaleigh-gardens, London, N.W. (2
minutes Euston Station, 5 minutee Bfc. Pancrms and King's Cross); 
central for all parts; perfect sanitation. Terms, 4s. Bed and Break* 
fast, nocharge for attendance. Full tariff apply to Mrs. Stanley Watts, 
Proprietreas. __________________________________
Doard
JO recei

•Besidence and Visitors to London
reoeived by Madame Duverg*, 3, Taviton-street, Endsleigh 

gardens, London, N.W., on moderate terms; French or Englisb 
spoken._______ _______ ____J

-Beautifully situated house
fov convale cents and paying giieats; terms from 2 guineas.— 

Miss Thomson, The Laareis, i9, Spencer-road.

"Dournemouth.
11 for convale centi

Damsgate.—Old gentleman and daughter
L i offer quiet, comfortable nome at Ramsgate (best residential part)offer quiet, comfortable nome at Ramsgate (best residential part) 
to lonelv elderly ladjras paying guest; moderate terms for permanency. 
—.** Alpn* Alpha,” care of Light, HO, St. Martin’s-lane, London, W.O.
Doole.—Wynglade Hotel, adjoining railway
L statkm and terminos of Bournemouth tramways; every home 
comfort Cor visitors at moderate charges,—J. Osman, proprietor.

P e n t e c o s t a l

S p ir i t  R e t u r n

M o v e m e n t
The Gosfiel o f  the K in gdom  o f  God, Salvation 

'H ea lin g  a n d  H oly  Living.

“SPIRITUAL COUNSELS"
ARE HELD AT

172a, R0MF0RD R0AD, FOREST GATE, E.

Sunday Morning, 11 a.m.—
S p ir itu a l C ounse l, fo r  th e  T each in g  of ‘'Divine 
H e a lin g ."

Sunday Afternoons, j  p.m.—
S p ir itu a l C ounse l, fo r  th e  T ea ch in g  of “ Spiritual 
G if ts .”

Sunday Evenings, 6.30 p.m.—
S p iritu a l C o u n se l, fo r  th e  T each in g  of “ Salva
t io n ,”  o r  th e  L a w s  t h a t  Govern Spirit Life. .

Also Wednesday for the Teaching of Spiritual Gifts.

SüBJECT.

JULY llth, 11 a.m.—What Must I Do to be Healed ?
„ 3 p.m.—“ Spirit Gifts ” on the Market.
„ 6.30 p.m.—How Does the Divine Law Operate of the Working 

Out Your Own Salvation in This Life tnd 
in Soul Life ?

JULY 18tb, 11 a.m.—No Change io Our FatheFs Laws.
,, 3 p.m.—The “ Curse” of the Trading in Gifts.
„ 6.30 p.m.—The Mission of “  Jesus of Nazareth ” Not Undef 

stood. The Lies of the Churchei.

JULY 25th, 11 a.m.—The Power of the Spirit.
„  3 p.m.—Spirit, Soul and Body.
„ 6.30 p.m.—What is Hell or Heaven P And Who Makes 

Thein, and How ?

AUG. Ist, 11 a.m.—The Christ that Heals.
,, 3 p«m.—** Prophet« ” and How they Attain to that Office.
„ 6.30 p.m.—How I Ca ine into Touch with the Angel World. 

By the General Overseer.

F rlendt com lng from  a  d latance may stay fo r the day; thelr own 
Luncheon can be taken In the  Dlning Hall provided. Tee, Coffee, and 
Milk will be eerved a t  1d. p e r  cup  and glaae. A plaln Tee also will Iw 
provided fo r thoee a ttendlng  Counaela a t  4d . pe r head In the Dlnlng Hall. 
Chlldren under 14 3d«, 2nd Child 2d.

All Communications to be addretsed—

GENERAL OVERSEER,
O f the P en tecosta l S p irit-R etu rn  Movement, 

I7|s, ROM FORD ROAD, FOREST (MTB, LONDON,
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NOTES BY THE WAY.
It is neeesaary at times to utter a word oE caution to 

those who, being new to our subject, find cause for per- 
plexity in the Statements made in some of the books they 
coniult The literature of our movement, as oE other 
progressive causes, is highly democratic. There is no 
boardj council or synod to decide what is or is not 
«nonical, what shall be read and what placed on an in d e x  

apirgatorius. The readers are left to form their own 
jadgments, and to accept or reject at discretion. It is 
ezcellent training in mental discrimination, but it may at 
times be a little severe. We think, Eor example, oE some 
oi the crude, undigested Statements about life in the next 
iphere put forth dogmatically and without a hint that they 
have no more authority than that of the writer oE them 
—which may be'very'doubtful authority indeed. Some of 
these Statements may be true in essence, but they are put 
■o b&ldly as sometimes to appear grotesque and forbidding. 
This lack of a due sense of proportion or the fitness of 
things is a very old complaint and Ear Erom being peculiar 
to the makers of books on psyehie themes. Who of the 
older folk amongst us can Eorget the dreadful little books

is no reason Eor discarding it. It may he simply a truth 
expressed in an absurd way by an untrained thinker, able 
to report but unable to interpret.

ft ft • ft

“Diwan of Inayat Khan, rendered into Verse by 
Jessie Duncan Westbrook” (Sufi Publishing Society, 100d, 
Addison-road, W.), is described as a little gariand of Sufi 
Songs expressing some of the different aspects oi Sufic 
thought and Eeeling. We are interested in the definition 
of Sufism contained in the foreword. Sufism, we are told,
“ is the Super-religion, that which contains the essence of 
all religions ”; the Sufi is in revolt against the priesthood 
of an organised religion, and denies that salvation can he 
obtained through iorms and ceremonies; he “regards 
asceticism as unnecessary, holding the loves of earth as 
Symbols and even as parts of the Divine Love”; Eor the 
great Seif of the universe is to be iound within the human 
heart, and “ when the illusion of separateness, which is the 
cause of all trouble and pain, disappears, the soul, awaking 
Erom the dream of life, will know itself one with God.” 
All this appeals to us as defining much of what some of our 
Eriends mean by “Spiritualism’ and “Spiritualist,” and 
thereby reminds us how apt we are when we meet with 
ideas of which we approve to imagine they are singulär to 
our own particular creed. But to return to the book itself. 
Inayat Khan’s poems convey his teaching in a diversity of 
forms—story, parable, word-picture, philosophic reflection 
—and Miss Westbrook has turned them into very graceful 
English verse. We quote entire the little poem entitled 
“ Death,” with which the book closes:—

I by devout writers which we read in our young days, and 
vbich described with pious enthusiasm a heaven so un- 
natural and repellent to any healthy mind that we read 
them with fear and dislike.

ft ft * 'oI
There was no one in those days to teil us that while 

there actually was a heaven, it was not such an unwhole- 
nme place as it was depicted to be by writers who drew 
their Inspiration Erom 1 doctrines in which Reason had 
periihed Eor want oE fresh air. These things, however, 
werk their own eure, and in the process of selection, the 
mind obtains training in thinking Eor itself and achieving 
its independence. The library of the London Spiritualist 
Alliance has been compiled on large impartial lines to servo 
the needs of a great variety of minds. Some aeek it Eor 
help and comfort, and there are a great numher of volumes

II oi a heipfnl and consolatory kind. For the robust, in- 
teUectual and anaiytic type of reader there are works of 
critical and scientific interest. For the lover of literature, 
the library provides essays and studies on psychical suhjects 
by writers sensible of the value of form and the graces of 
style. As to the desoriptions of the life beyond to which 
we have referred, fortunately we have outgrown the 
tyranny of the printed page: we do not auppose that any 
itatement muat neceasarily be autbentic because it appeara 
in the permanent form of a book. On the other hand, 
because some assertion appeara to us to be nonsensical that

Within my slumber deep 
Turning unquietly Erom side to side I stirred;
Death rocked me saying: Night is not yet o’er,
So slumber on 1—I heard bis gentle word.

Languidly I awake,
And watcb Life in its sequence passing on,
But o’er me sleep bange like a heavy cloud,
Death says: Sleep etill—it is not yet the dawn.

« « * «

In “ Hampshire Days,” a delightful book on the 
natural history of the New Forest, the author, Mr. W. H. 
Hudson, relates an interesting incident in Connection with 
adders. He was Eond of observing them in their natural 
state, and he records that—
while it is probable that I was visible to them at a distance of 
three or four yards it is certain that they did not regard me ae 
a living thing, or anytbing to be disturbed at, but saw me only 
as a motionless object which had grown imperceptibly on their 
vision and was no more than a bush, or Stump, or tree. Never- 
theless 1 became convinced that always after Standing for a time 
near them my presence produced a disturbing effect. It is, 
perhaps, the case that we are not all contained within our visible 
bodiee, but have our own atmosphere about ns—something of us 
which is outside of us, and may affect other creatorea. . j . 
This is one of the things abont which we know nothing, or, at 
all events, learn nothing front onr masters, and most seientista 
would say that it is a mere fancy; bat in this instance it tu  
plain to see that always alter a time something began to piodnce 
a disturbing effect on tbe adders. This would first show itself 
in a sligbt restlessness, a movement of the body as iE it had been

*
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breathcd upoo, increasinguutil th e y vronld beUV a tesse »11 the FROM W O R L D S  U N R E A L IS E D ,
linio, and at lougth they aould slip quietly away to hide ander — ■
tbebwk. •  » •  * '  Passagks froh  a P stchic Script.

In th e  tarne vrork a  curious fac t in  connection w ith  
snake skins is m entioned, recalling  in  a  w ay  th e  chang ing  
lustre ot rertain  precious stones as deseribed b y  M r. P ercy  
R. Street in  bis reeent address. A fte r  re fe n in g  to  th e  dis- 
agreeable feeling aronsed b y  tb e  sn rv ival a l te r  d ea tb  of 
tonte phenouenon supposed to  bo dependen t upon  v ita lity , 
as. for instance, tb e  continued g row th  o f tb e  b a ir  of a  
dcnd penon, Mr. Hudson rem arks of tb e  sk in  o f a 
serpent tbat
Wien p v p r ly  and quick ly dried after reatoval it will retain its 
bright cokrnrs for an indefinite time—in sc me cases m sny years. 
Bat at intervüs tbe colouis appear to fade, or become covered 
witb a misty wbiteness; and tbe eanse, as one may see when 
tbe skia is rabbed or sbiken, is tbat tbe onter scales are being 
sied. Tbeyeosaeoff srpaiately.aadara very mucb tbinner tban 
wbea tbe Keine serpent sbeds bis skin, and tbey grow tbinner 
witb eacb saccesnve sheddiag nntil tbey aie scareely visible. 
Bel et encb sheddiug the skia iteoven its brightness. One in 
my pontjw n eonlinned sbeddiac its seale films in  Ibis way for 
aboet tan yeais. I  nsed it  as a  book-amrker, and often bnd i t  
in say biada, bat not antil it censed sbedding its seale eoverings, 
and its crigiaal bright greea eofeor tnrned to a  doll blackish- 
green did 1 ge; rid of tbe foeling tbat it bad some lifc in  in

SIR WILLIAM CROOKES, THE WAR, AND PSYCH C  
SCIENCE.

Tbe 3 Daily Cbraaide ’ of tbe äad inst, containsa renark- 
abh internen with Sir William Crookes ly  Mr. Harold Begbie. 
ft «gmataees witb a rtfeieace to tbe bet tbat althowgh be bas 
icacbed the ig t of eighly-five tbe vetenn sdesds» is as rijor- 
eaaljaad ataDeetaallyaKseaseser. * Tadeed.* a js  Mr. Begbèe. 
"be taH me tbat be is coaseèow  in himwlf of ao ebaage of 
faenky dniing tbe hat tbirty or fcrty yearst3 and be q n tes Sir 
f f i l lm  es sayrng, " I reel m y  maeb as I  M t at thirty-fire 
yaen e t age.T A great pan of tbe interview b  takes ap witb 
fineane e t  Iba war, ngarding wbicb Sw tififlnm  takes m y  
^Ciminic r im  (It is mteresbag to kam  tbat the aatborities 
baen im M  tbwwmhos af Sw T ü â n s  « n im  as m na r e iie .)  
Bat tbe paetien of tbe inlirrirw wbieb wflldawlrirm be of most 
ien ii 1 ~r iai inirrT ir n r~ m r; in tbeconrfwiiagpassage? as 
H b n s:—

I m f baw a e o w a in t is  ibat men shoald bave laith in 
Ihn fooor cf Ononane. i m  wbe* it es phywcaHy ogpesed by 
Iba aoanadme M fem E m  af EviL

"Tca* b» repäed ; "tbe mal of a n  kaoas tbat Coodness 
■ m it, ead k a ln a  tbat k  ie aaeaayaexmMB. Thereis irama 
farthta. W  traa»m pbysial fmae.«ad physsn l faeoe a s  be 
waenenA Gmèmm, ■  tbe » ln  hernd. w tn  rhwdy m  tbat 
nhkn emsemds pkjmcnl im a  wad « K A  am he em htr tired

1 A m »  Eke la  a y . fm tba amnelmâoa e t tboee sa wbom 
d a  war ImW eagh* t t e h a  m d m enfiag tagnifh, that Sir
T f w  " n ‘— *■---------- — knew tbat amat W h a t  amaag
d u  ta r n s t  kann hename ccarmeed af n H e heyoad death by 

i h m  ih> a b r  a l t  W a t in n s s r ä n l mal a 
■ d d n m i  Dmah himk i m  tba nm hm ay c i tbe 

M a k a i f a t e t a h i i lB n a a l  h a É a  and h a m m t; ihr 
c psrèh < ä  âmh tiasm A a l A m  wha

hm aam ia hm hiaüam i l
Bmaa af fhwmmlanaaoa, aha namBed ly  i

Ihr t h p a l  e Ä  im w m l ^ ^ M
I tha a h m a a t. h l  Ihr war m tha U f  af 

I atme ha am  aaar tsahrj yeeaa af *ne 
I et aanag dem amham fiaaa osames, m l aaw a* 

I ihr BeBMhflaawmamS mmkdh ay ib t Gmmam

laf ihemm

We received some time sgo from the Rev. 6. Tale Ont 
several volomes in typescriptof psyebie messages receivedtyli» 
at varions times. Many of them are of a deeply interesfeg 
ebaneter, even when one takes into acconnt tbe peytbolopal 
Problems involved, as for instanee bow far such comnumiatim 
are colonred and modified by tbe mind of tbe redpient ffew 
sside in this esse tbe tbeory that all such messages aie fe 
product of tbe sublimmal mind, for Mr. Yale Onen’s seripte* 
in some instances accompanied by collateral evidences, smA a 
in the case of the automatic wiiting of “ H.A. (Oion-V He 
Rer. O. Vale Owen is a diseriminating mvestigator faDyafiwh 
all the prohlems of psychic subjects. He plied the eommsrét 
tors witb questions and never hesitated to express doobtt. Tb 
tone of tbe messsges, it will be observed, is of tbe religioos erfe, 
as befits tbe natnre of the channel and tbe ébaracter ci fit 
commnnicators tbemselves. They are not less valnaUe or tht 
account, althongb we bare sometimes feit tbat in its reseän 
from a Theology whicb has to confess a bnmiliating ignonaced 
other-world cooditioos, the average Student prefers tbe pHm 
pbieal or tbe scientific cemmunication. From a study ci de 
three dasses we bave eome to the eondusienthattbeyaregas- 
ally in agreement, only the terminology differiug Wesregnag 
some sdected passsges from Mr. Tale Owens scripi, notbeeas 
they are the finest we can find, bat becanse tbey appesl to B a 
tbe mast snitable at the moment «nd relate to matter ohei it- 
cwssed amongst ns. I t  will be seen that the commoaialorgim 
some saggesdre explanations osi points of coauam ilift-'ik f 
regaiding deseripdaas of “ other-wcrld Order.

In reply to a remark from Mr. Tale O ese expressiv «f b  
gratirade to tbe commumcaüng intdligence for cosaiag asta 
h o e  « tn  tb is dim realm," tbe foOowing message aas f ö n  
(the date beirg Oetober 24th, 1913).

Ton ssy  "com ing down bere,” and tbat fairly avU expcs 
the «mditirm o f tbings froen your point of rir*. Ja w  
shngethsr, nor p ed éo ly . F o r if  the planet on wkich yra fat 
yoor present Küe is dependent in  space, then “ np* aal i w ’ 
are » m g  wkich mnst be i s y  restzicted in  their msaafsg. Ta 
alrerdy bare noted th is in  your w iidng  ar, n tha; yd  re; 
impttssed toBOte ifc

When we saâd "the poweis  whieh m A  o rtr  the m h  r  
£ d  noC of coerse. m erc to Inralwr these p o ra s m  me A f  
A è  plarr~ bat to im piy the  all-envetopirg n tA  ahäA Ae 
h a u a ly  powers  keep ahont the g h o e  which È eaDef w â  
These powers sre w .w hat in  xones o f whieh the errtk a s f  if h  
cemze, aad they B ern eoncennic endesaroondiL  Thehasm 
Bsses are th oa  am r the plaaeTs sniface. and peegres â  ycww 
aad gtory as the däoaaee is  iaoeased. B a t p t y m a e ih  
ealarged m  meaaiag when applied to these spheren èar A m  
hm not the a m  ohstractire sense so as ss ft has to yoa.

Für iasmacr, whea I am n  the Teaih of these m n  ag 
cogaiaance is moee or less, by that Teath nae s a h
rmamr im w pw ëw W rn lg y. I  znsy, an oeeaâon, and ly  pssBO- 
sw m ,nst the Ela im th m e , or e ien  Z° ticber ; bm reshaetn 
Anse higher t m  is not p n a ia e ä  n t  O atheelherhm A A  
n m  n h n o r  cd the I A A  aie n s t imprmihi f to me : kr Ae 
m e  m  whkh I f s d l ,  bemg a .p h iir . iad a lw  vrämss MR 
e w a i i  m lin T lj  o m ü e n d . all the IW  n in iw  A tü S  Sr 
that we may. for the sake of d t h y  d t r e il  ram fm g pa i  
thas : The emtk is the ca t n  ahont whieh maay ryhera en t: 
and Boadbned m  all thamspherea. AnAtheteaiim tam  ihtm A  
Ehe aee petemäaDy in tom h wiah a ll thoae ip h w t a l  armiy 
m m  m it  Co rhetr a k â a fe  epi rimoHy  r m n fiiif ,—q e t a k

E n a  the mmenal Sphme of Emth b  aafy n  yhenm nai^ 
far it B a  mamfcmmäaa m mmccr e t a ll theat a m  ct g m a l 
powtr whäeh tnvü op B^and c f otherw, Caa^af aümrdegmtwiiA 
■ m r y a o n n  A  Leaoe thern tarier amde, fm  the yiesmL w 
h m . m d emmdm A e massm m  m  her« Emnad bl

Taa < 9  aam haaw aame idm  e t  whm a p e n ia  aal p y e  
| a a  They are the mewwsef cwmaonaim wnh Ae 

d  Hb  H iik m d  H aly Onm T I*  (so pec a n ,  n y  
wheA yaa e d l m d eW a f) davfl — the h ahiei. er ameeam 
d A m y k e n a a d  iarfade wahän Himwlf  amd Ih m m h a d  
the a e  wnhm ihm  heA m  n m  er *yhm  And m che m h  
e  e m h p d l g a f  n d d d  m , and l i i  i f  ly  Um y m d  
p m o a  d  m p w  digttaj and kmd. emrmced ly  iheChma-
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Ged to all diese ministers of all these spheres which are around 
jt Bat ns you progress outward you come into a more coropli- 
alrdsuie of a&aiis. For not the earth  only ba t every planet in 
iliä Solu System bas its like oomplement of spiritaal zones or 
iphoes. So, as you go farther and farther from the earth, you 
cone to a reelm where the spheres of earth  and the nearest planet 
nteneare vith  each other. As every planet is served by like 
ittadinoe, so the eomplication is m oltiplied, and you will begin 
n see that the study of these spheres is no t so simple as same 
fx i  psople among you evidenüy th in k  i t  to  be, who demand 
bm us Information as to  the meaning of th is thing.

• Dmr a diagram of the Solar System, w ith the Sun a t  its 
I oatre, and the planets roughly in  their respective places around 
I kn- Then begin with Earth and e n c ird e it with, say, a hundred 

ödes. Do the same with Jupiter, Mars, Venus and the others, 
nd tra t the Sun in like manner ; and you will bare  a faint 
ihaof the work, its abeorbing interest and profound depths of 
nsong of thoee of us who inelude in  our studies the  spheres 
iGod. Xor have we yet reaehed the lim it of our problem. For 
shiiapplies to the Solar System must be applied also to that of 
eray other star and its planets. Then each System having been 
sywitrly eonridered, each must be studied in its relation to 
de others. Think of it  awhile and you will aeknowledge that 
ihn «Hl he uo lack of employment for y our mental energies 
thta jo« come over here.

Ko«, «e are sometimes aeked ho w many spheres there be. 
TeO, ifter the explanations given ahove, I  do not apprebend 
An n  shall be asked that questiou by you. Did yon ask it, we, 
«ho SRaaly of the Tenth of these zones, would perforee have to 
asvsthatwe do not know, and that we mach doobt whether 
tm msver would differ were you to put that question a mfllinn 
edhm u n s bence, we having progressed all the while.

Aid aow, friend and feUow-rpirit, we wish to ask you to 
amdaone other aspect of t liü  matter. We have arid that 
Ae* qèeres are epheres of spiritual power. Xow, two worlds affieet 
mh other hy means of th a t which your seientists name gravita- 
t a  Smlariy, two spheres of spiritual power, eoming intocoo- 
tot,aaaotfidl to act and eounteract each on the other. Befer- 
âgtoyour mental diagram of the S ä h t  System, you will see that

I mtk E, cf aeeeaaiy, acted ob by a large n umher of spheres, and 
An the grater number of these are üwn» which belang to the 

J Sa md the other planets.
Ts. frirnd, there is, alter a ll. in  the nstniogieal

I dm, md pnhaps your seien tästs do weil to give i t  a  aride betth,
I h i  nsy aot he mach naderstood hy, and would prohably be 
I dangst «ich danger to.tbase who do not anderstand the natureof 

yeiad power. That power is real and t renendrias, and every 
geee cf all these is reinforced or modihed hy the others. The 

[ U fJ af these t t i i p  shnnld be approached with the » Im st 
aruLsu. and p n jer, for these are realms where acgelj of high 
M e  p  softly, and we a f lesser estate lock am and womder alter 
Ae m ttnaty cf that Beeng Who unifiesall tkis in  H in v il', and 
Ifa  ha» as Name that ean be Irsmaniifod to v ,  who only a n  
mth n t  liier Hirn a  linde way and then our a n s  is shocteaed ; 
»ia raly a a  see a h o le  way and then the light beyond is dark- 
a h n w a a f i n m i a s t y .

1k we tescifj to yon, friend. and those who will thiak 
sotacly cf drâgg they cannot andetstand, that if wonder 
p m a f ta ee toeaad a^ia as we jaoteed, yet arrer do we 
hn 1k n s  cf a Doma Whoae brenthiwg is af lose, and 
Ihe imdiag ë r*fl> as a nrtW« Vndiag af her hole ehüd.
Ss«gas j a  da, take Hm hand and dono t fenr, and the maaic 
if Ar « i m s  n  around us as we gn on froee glccy to  the gfaey 
' q a i  O n e ihcs way n r r .o n r  farother im H a .  X e m  t u t ;  
m im j d  the n ad , for the m l «  are ihm «rag as you juoeeed, 
mt Ar h k  a n p h o e  into the fa rther light which «h i n .
m m  jetk —'-------- bat neuer to he feared; sn we trend
ysmjj ad hnmhij. ss little  ehilnten da, amnd tes gierig  cf 
Ae |ln e u  aed the heaeews cf a m  ami ia !  of the
U n d  Ged.

OnSKmdv, OcSaker lieh, 1913, iheday aller the recetpeof 
At unp ahore, ihe iaDoviag was «ritten:—

Tc H t  if it  m ta ynar a n d , canrinne our nerage af 
jnandv ■ e g e d  Ia those «hu ■ of power which afas the

M l eenexrnzag the Solar q m n ,  we say ihan, an eenmdtr- 
ng whK we haue shiady m f ,  you will see that we aase aal 
jn nesäsusd fl Aeanghatum which ecsar in ta ihe  stmây 
f  Asse Kfcsssa. Fwr net tlsm  f t  A e coacmarie lin k  i af 
■am Am dl dm yhmsss ad the asm csnnwgle weh aB 
Ae neu h a  A s  the n  imi n  cnsnhinmâin e  eaacnaeosly 
■ a m g f S k A e d m g je g f m n m i  of these UAu, a j  dar 
•nmgmnt paam nqr »A. « r  dimaee from. aa anrnhec. Sa ihm 
a n «ens hrnsahy esniixt m nr ihm  i  irrig i : tmn Trat sf 
aas a ihr ndmmoe f m  Ihem m g n p s t  aihe smdace sf the 
n A A t nms. Ser m any cam höm aa af dar ■»<«■»■»«

identical in its effeet or intemity all oTer the earth at the same 
time, bat differs in the different localities. There mast farther 
be taken into our caleulations the streams of ndiatioDcomicgto 
this Solar System from the Systems of the other den. All these 
thiugs have to be reckoned in, for bear still in mied that we are 
speaking of zones and spheres of spiritual beings «böse powen 
are energising continnously, and whoee wakefolnem Derer faü«.

This, then, is a rough outline of the eonditions which obttin 
among the planetary Systems, whoee outer manifestatioa is 
visible to the eye and teleseope of the astronomer. Bot what 
is thos obaerved is bot a very little mite when eompired with 
the «hole. I t  is bnt as a small thowerof spray which besprinkles 
the voyager, as he Stands in the prow of the reasel, and seatteri 
itself in globales cf mist around him. He sees the mmiatore 
globes of water where they float rtflecting the light anrand 
them, and aays they are innnmetable. Bat if this be so then 
what of the oeean itself from wbenee they eame, and of which 
they are, and to which they will reiura 1

As that small cloud of spray-mist is to the octan so ts the 
atar-bemisted heaven, ts seen from the snrface of the earth, to 
the whole. And as the depths of the oeean are to the tye of 
him who gazes over the verneFs ade, so are the depths of spiee 
and all that it holds to the human intelligente.

Kow, let us think a little farther afield. Spiee itself is bat 
a  term nsed to descrihe the indescrihoble. I t  is, therefore, 
without definite For what is qnee, and where are the
boundaries of it set t Is it 3UmitsUe 1 If so, it hm no eentie. 
Where, then, is God and His Dwelling-Flace 1 Q eissud to be 
a t the eentre of all Creation. Bat what is Creation 1 A ereation 
which has relation to spare, er a ereation which is iavinble 1

Xow, it is assles, for all praetieal pmpoete, to specolatecn 
things we do not andetstand. I t  is well to feel aber these thiags 
sometimes in  Order that we may discover our own Hmitatirms. 
Thfe done, let us now speak or sack thiags z? we, ia i  swisnrs, 
are aMe to andestand.

All A m  zones cf which ws b n  ipoken sie mhsliited 
by beiags aeeordiag to their degree, who pngress frem cne 
«phere to a  higher, as they aecumulate kaowledge witkin them- 
selves. Fbu will see fram what we have abcady written ihm, as 
we advanee from the lowsst to the higher sperre», then come» a 
regkm of spheres which are iatesjdaaetary, isiemnrli m they 
embcase witkin their ezteamference mera planets thaa cne. 
Still adraaciB& we come 10 a state where ihe spheres are cf 
such a  dismrtrr that they are jeteratrilar : A n  ie, A e j t a i n a  
mithin their tircamferenee not only moee planets thaa n e , hat 
moR Stars, er «aas, thaa cne. AH these are fiHed wâh cesa^, 
accordiag to their degree cf «aMimity, of halmes m d cf power, 
whoee ialoeace rrteadf to aQ, both spéritoal aad emterief, woh
in  the sphere to which they haue iKahasi F e  have hm 
adraaced, you see, from piaaet to stae, m d bam Star to Stars m  
their gtuopiag- Beyoad aee p h e re  more awfel stdl aad matt 
tieaeadoas. Bat af these we ia this Tcath äphere kaow hm 
lioie iadeed, aad aoehiag ceetaia.

Wa te csatiaatd)

THE INSTINCT OF IMMORTAUTY.

Tou ss7  the soul is s a É f ^  hm the tteatsaat s i the hod£/y 
inweis. Why, thaa, ■  my sool more lam'anns v i n  my aeddy 
prywm K g a  lo feil t Wtacra â  a  my heol, hm etczsal gpcrâg 
is ia my hrsrL I  hwathe c  this h m  the fi egrsase cf Ihe 
U bcs, d e  ncleta, m d the roses, st st tweesy yeora Theaeseer 
1 «ff 1» »  ihe ced, ihe pirrarr I  hear acuaad me ihe ia a s r a l  
symgië-méss es ihe weeläs whiot mroe a t  I t  h  a c i e r » ! ,  yet 
a a f i t .  I t  ■  a iaüy A e , aad i t  n  kâstary.

Fee half a lenemy i  man ittm  writiag  my icccgms ia pra t 
a d  ia veese, kéKoey. phfhTwnphy, draom, raomse, trafcâa, 
mtire. ede aad sm g; I h eu  Szied fZ, hm I i td  I hue am and 
ihe th eo o d d i peet t i  whm m in  me. W h a I ga daaa ts the 
gras« I caa my Eke n a y u h u t *1 hne kxamed m j i g i  
■uh.’  hm I cauam my, * 1 imse fionèed nyfifa* My h f i  
w«ek wifl hegm ip ia  ihe a e s  maesâag. The n a h  m am a 
t u  i b f i i l i i i  A e m A fm . It darr am ihe r e ä c k ,  »  
Opern* a  ihe i m —T n m  fir c a

Mn. JL T. Purne « A  U i  Isr d e n e y m  ec rhe
roams af dm AM met, Hk St Henri Laag K 3 yn, ■ 
Tw9hp ihe aad SA mt and fnsapf she 23m ans 
X d . as aasaoBcd ia ihe d n a s a m  a  ihe Aem ----- x 
ean*. Them meectigs me am conerssd wich Ae m p n a t  
cs A e AMnmce.
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THE VISIONS AT MONS.

SOME KetLECTIONS Oll TBE STORY DT  THE BOWMEN.

It is to be hoped that first-hand evidence will still be forth- 
coming in Support of tbe stories of miraculous interventiou in 
tbe rotrcat from Mona ; but some of tbat already poblisbed in 
Light is very good evidence of Ibe tbird-basd Order; and even 
if tbe aceonnts are mixed up somewbat witb memories of Mr. 
Macben’s eflbrt of “ pnre imagination,” tbere may well be a sub- 
stratnm of fact wbich it wonld be interesting to know. In that 
caee, bowever close tbe correepondence sbould prove to be 
between tbe real and tbe “ invented,” tbere are possible ways of 
acconnting for it besides tbe obvious way of ccincidence.

I bave marked " pnre imagination |  and “ invented ” witb 
inverted commas. In onr sublime conceit we take a credit for our 
imaginationa and inventiona to wbich we are hardly entitled, We 
mistake tbe nnconacions workings of onr aubliminal machinery 
for tbe creditable exertiona of onr will. I  suppose it is posaible 
deliberately to invent a atory, eeeking out and choosing from 
tbe stock of ideaa in our mental wardrobe, but I  defy any 
writer to say witb certainty tbat none of tbeae ideas came to bim 
unaougbt Tbe probability is that Mr. Machen received some or 
even most of bis tale as a free gift from bis snbliminal mind. 
This snbliminal mind works up the material tbat comes to it 
from the normal consciourness, but it also obtains material in 
secret unknown ways—by telepatby and at least in one other 
way—by the travels of the etheric or astral or etheric-cum-astral 
double. I  suggest, assuming the legends in question to be true, 
tbat Mr. Machen received the outline, if not the details, of bis 
story eitber by telepatby from someone wbo knew or by a metbod 
which I must say I greatly prefer—tbe metbod, I mean, of being 
himself, albeit unknown to bimself, actually on tbe scene. 
Wbo knows bow often we take silent leave of tbe body and 
steal away on our travels propelled by tbe force and in the 
direction of onr desires ?

Mr. Machen writes bis tales witb the collaboration of bis 
subbminal mind, but to speak of Ibis as his “ subconsciousness " 
is an error, for two reasons. In the first place, the word implies 
a region of consciousness which is below tbe threshold of normal 
appredation, but this snbliminal activity is not necessarily con- 
scions. In the second place, practically tbe whole of onr mental 
life is of this snbliminal Order, and therefore ahonld be inclnded 
in whatever term is used, the particnlar branch of this activity 
which eeems to be of an occnlt nature being given a name of ita 
own. We sball see, if we think, that onr consciousneas consists 
only of that continnous movement of the attention from point to 
point and from moment to moment. I t  is an affair of moments 
and minutis, and may be thonght of as a line which is being 
continnally traced and obliterated as fast as drawn. All eise is 
below tbe threshold, and does not subeist as consciousness or 
subconscinnsness, but as theae tbings potentially. I t  is the 
machinery of consciousness rather—onr mental mechanism and 
tbe stock of ideas and memories from which we can draw at 
need.

This maebinery, which I consider bas an actnal pbysical or 
byper-physical basis in the brain or elsewbere, can be set in 
motion by the will, bat tbere is no doubt that mnch, and I 
sbould think moet of ita Operation is purely automatic. Witnees 
tbe pheuomena of dreams and tbe sensations of drowning, wben 
it is speeded np to an inconceivable rapidity. Witnees more 
sspecially the phenomena of genius, as an example of which 
tbe musician's incomprehenaible mental processes occur to one 
most naturally. If the mnsician had to invent his themes by a 
conscious and deliberate effort we shonld be poor indeed. Tbey 
spring ready-made from the hidden deeps and bis conscious task 
is to poliah and elaborate them. We are told that Schobert had 
no sooner read a poem than ita musical setting was present in 
his mind. And wbat is trne of musio is true, I  believe, in some 
degree of every sort of genius, from that of the inspired orator 
to that of tbe great chess-master, and to a leas extent of that 
alighter gift which we call latent.

And is it not true also of tbe everyday experiences of ns 
more matter-of-fact people 1 Who bas not tried, and found it 
impoaaible, to divest his mind of all ideas ? I t  may bave been

in an attempt to woo reluctant sleep ; but very soon he fonnd i 
train of thought in full career. The mind will not be still. Th« 
wheels of its machinery keep revolving whetber you likma ̂  
How eise are Problems worked out and decisions arrived at in 11« 
night hours ? And your bright ideas, your happy thoughts, your 
witty rejoinders—do you take credit for these products of p s 
mind-factory, or do you admire them, as you should, from ig 
outside and impersonal standpoint? How often bave p  
answered questions before you 'understood them, and hov often 
madam, have you “  known you were right ” tbough you conld 
give no reasons ? We are, far more thau we think, tbe revièwtjj 
merely of our mental battalions ; and it might be profitable to 
inquire how far this self-acting mechanism is responsible for 
our virtues and vices, our good and evil deeds, our sacriSta, 
our heroisms. .But that would take me beyond my present 
inten tions. N. 0, S.

A NATIONAL GATHERING AT HÜLL

The thirteenth annual Conference of the Spiritualists’ Union, 
Ltd., was held in the Windsor Room, Metropole Hall, Hüll, on 
Saturday and Sunday, the 3rd and 4th inst, the President, Mr. 
Geo. Tayler Gwinn (London), in the chair, supported by tbe 
Viee-President, Treasurer, Secretary and the Council

The Union met in Hüll a t the invitation of tbe local sodety 
meeting at Holborn Hall, Witham, and tbe secretary of tbat 
body, Mr. Chas. E. H. Wann, acted with conspicuous abilityas 
secretary for the arrangements for carrying out tbe meetings.

The annual report stated that the membership sbowedi 
decrease upon last year. The various committees had each dom 
much work. An emblem, to be issued to all affiliated societies, 
had been produced.

Tbe Fund of Benevolence Committee reported two hundred 
and fifty grants during the year. To aasist the annual collectxn 
for the fund, three hundred bills and posters had been issued to 
societies, and one hundred circulars to individual Spiritusliäts, 
at a costof £ 2 17a., but only ninety-five societies and forty-four 
individuale had replied.

The balance-sheet showed a deficiency of £58 3s. 2d., against 
which assets, amounting to £612 12s. 9d., were stated.

The President delivered a brief address to the meeting, 
empbasising the central points of Spiritualism. His reuurks 
were cordially received.

On the report of the Committee for the Revision of the 
Articlea of Association, a lengthy discussion ensued. Font 
schemes were considered, the first on the committees report,the 
second submitted by the Yorkshire District Union, tbe third by 
the Southern Counties Union, and the fourth tbat recorded in 
the minutes of the previous annual meeting. In tbe result, the 
whole matter was referred back to the Revision Committee.

The elections for office for the ensuing year resnlted as follows: 
Auditors, Councillor Berry (Birmingham) and Mr. E. A  Meeting 
(Liverpool) for the Union, with Mr. F. J . Clarke, F.S.AA 
(Uoncaster), as official auditor ; President, Mr. Eraest W. Osten 
(Sheffield); Vice-president, Mr. J . J . Morse (Manchester); 
Secretary, Mr. Hanson G. Hey (Halifax) (re-elected); Treasurer, 
Mr. T. H. W right (Sowerby Bridge) (re-elected) ; Council, Hn 
Jessy Greenwood (Hebden Bridge), Mr. A  G. Newton (Southamp
ton), Mrs. M. A. Stair (Keigbley), Mr. C. E. H. Wann (Holl), 
Mr. Councillor J . T. Ward (Blackburn), Mr. Robert H. Ystes 
(Huddersfield).

On Sunday the morning meeting was devoted to tbe reading 
of a paper by Mr. Ernest W. Osten ( the President-elect), who 
took for his subject, “ Some Problems of the After-Life," with 
wbich he dealt on metaphysical and pbilosophical lines, his 
address Standing out as a memorable feature of the meetiogi. 
I t  will be issned by the Union in pamphlet form.

The large hall was comfortably filled for the evening meeting. 
Mr. G. T. Gwinn presided ; he was supported by Mr. Osten, tbe
president-elect, accompanied by many well-known workers and 
the Council An excellent musical Programme was supplied by 
Miss Reenie Mason (vocalist), Professor John Sigall, L.0.JI. 
(the celebrated Russian Violinist), Mr. R. John H. Sigall,’celloiA 
with Mr. Edward H. Stubbs, accompanisL Addreases wen 
delivered by Mr. R. H. Yates (Huddersfield), Mr. F. T. Blake 
(Boumemouth), and Mr. Alfred Kitson (Dewsbury), each of whoo 
epoke with fervour and ability.

The meetings were fairly well attended considering the many 
adverse conditions. On the Sunday the weatber was simply 
atrocious, rain and thunder prevailing during the whole day. 
The discontinnance of all cheap railway fares, the prevailing 
financial stress, and some amount of anxiety regarding tbe venue 
of the gatherings, no doubt exercised a retardiug effect all round. 
The financial returas from the collections showed a decided 
diminution over previous years. M. A>
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SWEDENBORG AND MYST1C1SM.
B i Charles E. Benham.

Garth Wilkinson, one o{ the most profound students of the 
literature of Emanuel Swedenborg, goee so far as to say that 
Swedenborg was the only theologian who was not a mystic.
Bat for the reepect due to Dr. Wilkinson’s erndition, this might 
seem a perverse assertion, in face of the general idea that 
Swedenborg, if not the chief of the mystics, was at least a 
raighty leader among them. But in looking into this question 
|  must first of all be remembered how loosely and diversely the 
terin "mystic” is applied. The inexactness arises probably 
iomewhat in this w ay: mysticism is a sealed book to many if 
not most people j consequently, every theolcgical System that is 
I sealed book to them they instinctively refer to the category of 
mysticism. The tenets of the mystics are confosing and in- 
comprehensible to the majority, and therefore everything that 
isconfnsing and incomprehensible is assumed to be mysticah 
OE conrse it is a most illogical inference. Chinese may be 
anintelligible, but every unintelligible language is not therefore 
Chinese. One is reminded of Samuel Weller’s father, whose 
distaste for poetry led him to suppose that whatever appeared 
distasteful to him in his son’s love-letter “ werged on the 
poetical.” The illustration may seem flippant, but it is by no 
means inappropriate, for the indefinable and incommunicable 
faculty of appreciating poetry is a very apt Symbol of the kindred 
gift of spiritual discernment which enables some people to ap- 
preciate mysticism, while those who have not that gift look in 
vtinfora“ meaning,” and comc to the conclusion thattheieisnone.

The point is, however, that there has arisen in general 
parlance a very corrupt and yet widely prevailing notion that 
mysticism implies a sort of misty-cism. False as the concept 
may be, it has taken such root in human thought that mysticism 
has come to be inevitably associated with doctrines that aremore 
or leas f&ntastic, vague, indefinite, defiant of reason, and incom- 
(rehensible to common sense. Indeed, in view of the jargon of 
some who have sheltered themselves under the cult of mysticism, 
it is to be feared that the aspersion is not altogether unfounded, 
It is no doubt in this sense—the populär one, and yet one of 
the dictionary definitions—that Garth Wilkinson asserts that 
Swedenborg’s ever clear and precise handling of Christian doctrine 
was alone free from any taint of mysticism.

Swedenborg himself speaks in the same strain in several 
places in his writings, notably in the “ True Christian Religion,” 
and condemns the prevailing faith of the Church of his day as 
"mystical and enigmatical on every point.” I t  is evident that 
here he is only using the word “ mystical ’’ in its accepted though 
corrupted sense, for elsewhere he specifically declares over and over 
tgain that the mystical sense of the Divine Word is no other 
than the spiritual and celestial senses which have been lost for 
ages, and which he Claims to have been the chosen instrument to 
reveal once more. So far from condemning mystics or mysticism 
in the true sense of those terms, he constantly uses the very 
Word “ mystical ” as significant of occult truths, celestial arcana 
of the deepest importance to man.

For special reasons connected with his mission as revealer, he 
conaidered it well to abstain from particular study of the writings 
of the mystics, or indeed of any of the theologians, in Order 
that he might be preserved from preconceived notions in his own 
work, and he expressly declared himself unacquainted with the 
Works of Jacob Boehme, whose ‘‘Aurora” was, perhaps, the 
glimmering dawn that preceded the rising of the fuller day in 
the awakening of which Swedenborg was concerned.

Confining ourselves now to mysticism in its  true sense, and 
qnitting altogether the populär notion of i t  as a chaotic obscurity 
for obacurity’s sake, le t us consider w hat i t  is and in what 
relationship to i t  Swedenborg Stands.

Mysticism, as Mr. A. E. Waite well expresses it. is “ not a 
creedal religion.” I t  has no dogmas, unless indeed it  be a dogma 
that the Divine is to be sought and found within us rather than 
without, and that “ the letter killeth : the spirit maketh «live. ’ 
It is not, at any rate, essentially allied to any special theological 
teaching. I t  leaves all that to the Churches, and concerns itself 
rather with the attitude of the disciple than with his opinions. 
Uadame Guyon, though so unreasonably persecuted by jealous 
and narrow-minded ecclesiastics, particularly emphasised the fact 
that she left all m atten of dogmatic instruction to the properly 
ordained priests of her Church, and her “ simple method ” inter- 
fered in no way either with their teaching or their ministrations. 
Indeed, mysticism is conaiatent with many diversified intellectual

beliefs, and retains its unity amid all their variety. Protestant 
or Catholic can alike be introrpective; eaeh can view the 
phenomena of the universe as Symbols, euch can recognise tbe 
transcendent importance of the inner over tbe outer, of tbe 
thing signified over the symbol that signifies, of tbe tbing 
expressed over the mere form of its eipression, whether that 
form be the most gorgeous ritual of the Roman Catholics, the 
psalm-singing of the Puritans, or tbe extempore utterances of tbe 
Quäkers. The proposition that what underlies all extemals is 
what really counts and is tbe fundamental Controlling factor that 
needs our chief regard in evetything, is not a theory demanding 
proof. I t  is an axiom ; or, if it does not so present itself, it is 
that the individual who cannot concede so much as self-evident 
is not, at his present stage, in a Position to approach mysticism 
at all. He Stands in the same relationship to it that the man 
does to music or poetry who wants it proved to him that the 
ebarm of these accomplishments is not fictitious, who asks to be 
shown exactly what constitutes that ebarm and exactly wbere it 
fies, just as one might demonstrate tbe truth of one of Euclid’s 
theorems.

Swedenborg’s divergence from the general body of tbe 
mystics was principally that he claimed a somewhat unique and 
abnormal faculty, enabling him, according to his own assertions, 
to see into the spiritual world as it were objectively, while to the 
normal mind, even of the devout mystic, spiritual Vision is 
rather subjective in character. Of course his Claim to objective 
spiritual sight may be disputed, and it may be urged that he was 
under hallucination. With that point we are not dealing here. 
The point we are concerned with is that the faculties he Claims, 
whether rightly or not, were substantially different in kind from 
those of a Guyon or a Tauler. He, so he avers, was specially 
constituted to be a medium of revelation tbrough the unfolding 
to him, in this fite, of senses of spiritual sight and hearing, senses 
which to others are closed until the next stage of existence ; and 
this abnormal faculty, he contends, was permitted not so much 
for his own sake, not out of special favouritism towards him, 
but for the benefit of others who could not receive instruction 
except in some such way. That he was the chosen instrument 
was because by training, ancestry, and general Constitution of 
mind he was the most suitable vessel for the purpose. One such 
revelator was sufficient, and it remained for the world to test his 
objective testimony by its consistency or otherwise with the 
universal subjective insight which every rational mind enjoys.

Subjective introspection such as all properly developed souls 
have the faculty to enjoy can feel assured, can indeed perceive 
to its own contentment, that “ God’s in His Heaven ” ; bat an 
exact description of that Heaven, of the world of spirits, and of 
the Hells, obviously demands a more objective faculty of insight, 
and this is what he solemnly declares to have been entrusted to 
him for the benefit of the human race. Similarly an inward 
sense of the sacred writings of the Christian Church was well 
recognised by the mystics in generaL That knowledge he 
enlarges upon by revealing not alone that such a sense exists, but 
precisely what it is in the general terms of “ good and truth ’ or 
“ will and thought ” that form the dual essentials of every human 
concept. Not that he Claims to be the first and only man 
endowed with this high gift of spiritual Vision, for he says that 
man had it in early times, and that from ancient revelators the 
knowledge of the existence of God, of the life after death, and of 
the spiritual sense of the Divine Word has been originally 
derived and preserved in lingering fragments of doctrine to be 
restored and more fully elaborated tbrough the means of his 
mediumship in later times.

I t  may be well understood that such a high claim as all this 
implies must be a matter of doubtful acceptance with some, and 
of entire disbelief with many. Thatisanother question. What 
we are here dealing with is simply Swedenborgs relative Position 
to the mystics in general, with a view to show how entirely 
different was his standpoint, although his alleged objective per- 
ceptions undoubtedly tally in many respects with those of the 
more intuitive spiritual Vision which is common to all rationally 
minded men.

One curious corollary may in conclusion be pointed out as 
arising from Swedenborg’s Position among the mystics. By 
reason of the objective character of so much of the vast are na of 
his writings, it is quite practicable for many of his disciples to be 
devout Swedenborgians, and yet hopelessly void of that inner 
light that is essential to their laying claim to the title of being 
mystics; just as a liteiary Student may be leamed on every poem 
by Browning and Tennyson, and even ënthusiastic in praise of 
their poetry, while he is yet void of that mysterious indefinable 
poetic instinct without which he is in point of fact entirely blind 
to all that really constitutes the sonl and essence of that poetry.

The same might, perhaps, be said of the disciples of any of 
the mystics, but hardly to the same degree as in the case of 
Swedenborg, where the abundance of objective testimony is suffi
cient in itself to occupy the mind, even in cases where the true 
mystic faculty is entirely non-existent.
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A SID E LIG H T O F CRITIGISM .

From  th e title  of a  book recently  published b y  Professor  
Gardner, of Oxford, v iz ., “ T he Ephesian G ospel,” one  
w ould hardly gather th a t tb e  book itse lf  contains any  
im portant pronouncem ents on the conditions of life  to-day. 
N evertb eless there are som e Statem ents in  “ T he Ephesian  
G ospel ” w hich  w ill m ake a  strong appeal to  all those w ho  
are con cem ed  w ith  th e  sp iritual aspects o f modern tim es. 
T hus he says in  one p la c e :—

Has not the study of N a tn r e  and of man shown ns in recent 
years more and more clearly the trnth of the Johannine tesching 
that the material ia unreal and ev an escen t, and the spiritual is  
the trnly abiding, and the sonrce of the life which is  eternal ? I  
w ill not sp e a k  of the g ro w in g  spiritnality of the study of matter. 
W hat more conceraa ua ia the result of th e  study of the uncon- 
scâous in man, and the spiritual world in  which he dwells like a 
fish in the ocean.

T h is retiection leads the Professor to  a  consideration of 
th e  subject o f Spiritualism , and here h e show s a bias 
eloquent of h is unfam iliarity  w ith  it . H e  has in  som e d im  
w ay begun  to  realise its  im portance as a  buttress o f faith , 
b u t he th inks i t  necessary as a  m atter o f in tellectual 
policy, perhaps, to  refer to  th e  “ trickery  and im posture  
w hich have accom panied th e  experim ents of th e  professed  
Spiritualists.” H ad he taken the trouble to  inquire care- 
fu lly  in to  th e  m atter on w hich  he preaumes to  express an 
opinion h e w ould have learned th a t Sp iritualists are th e  
very  people w ho have been  forem ost in  th e  exposure of 
th is sam e trickery and im posture, carry ing th eir  hatred  of 
deception to  such len g th s th a t o ften  th ey  w ere m istaken ly  
led  to  attribute to  fraud th at w hich on further in vestigation  
proved to  h e due to  th e  Operation of obscure psychological 
law s. B u t p u ttin g  th at consideration (im portant as it  is )  to  
one aide, th e  Profesaor’a attitu d e ia about as logical as that 
of a  m an w ho should denounce m edical analysts on the 
ground th a t their experim ents are so  often  accompanied  
w ith  evidencea of a d u ltera tio n ! T h e experienced Sp irit
ualist, le t  ua te il Professor Gardner, ia the detector of fraud  
rather than th e  prom oter of it , and he ia a far better  
authority  on th e  nature of h is experim ents than a 
theologian  w ho discusaea h is aubject from hearaay evidence. 
W e  Bay "diacusaea,” and n ot “ condem na” because the  
P rofessor doea n ot condem n it , for after putting himaelf 
r igh t w ith  conventional opinion, fortifying h is position  
w ith  a k in d ly  allusion to  the “ low  level of m orality of the 
l i v c s ” of Spiritualiats (of w hich we «hall say som ething  
la ter), h e proceeda;—

. . . Surely some of th e  w ell-astab lished  facta of S p ir i t-  
«nüiun, th e  tranaference of th o u g h t from  peraon to  pereon, o r

the remarkable dominance of will and belief over what it meid I 
material, are of the utmojt importance to our views on the suv 1 
ject of religion. We are gaining a couception of s realm btjojj 
and ahove the visible world, which seem s to make impostihle i> 
the future any merely material or magical conception of religlou.

After this comes a reference to tbe “ great wideningol 
our horizon ” which has resulted from these discoveriea I 
and to the fact that it has made “ a revolution in out I 
notion of death ” bringing “ life and immortality to light,* I 
If there are any materialists of the old schöbt left this I 
excursion into the psychical field will surely prodoce 
amongst them some derisive comments on the tendencyoi 
Theology to try and “ run with the hare and hold with 
the hounds,” and in its desperation to snatch support for 
its tenets from sources which it proclaims to be tainted.
It would afford them one more racy example of what they 
reg&rd as the intellectual decrepitude of Theology.

To attack a doctrine and assail the character of iu 
followers as a preliminary to extracting from it some rein
forcement of religious principles is unworthy of |  writei I 
as distinguished as Professor Gardner. We have showi H 
how haseless is the Suggestion conveyed in the wordi 
“ trickery and imposture,” and we add that the reference 
to a low level of morality in the lives of Spiritualists ii 
equally unfounded. And even if it were not so, the old 
saying regarding stones and glass houses would have s 
very pertinent application. The Christian Church, mors- 
over, contains thousands of Spiritualists, a fact which, 
while it explains the progressive changes which hare been 
going on in that community of late years, is veiy un- 
fortunate for the author of the criticism we have noted.

“ Everyone must feel that there is a new stir. in 
Christianity,” writes the Professor. It has been compelled 
“ to modify its formulee and to take on new aspects.” Bat, 
he adds, “ the necessary intellectual basis has not been 
thought out.” That is evident from Professor Gantoer’s
book. Part of that necessary intellectual basis will be the
conscientious and impartial examination a i first hani of 
those sonrces of the “ fresh life which has come into the 
Christian Churches,” and, further, the disposition to be very 
di8criminating in the matter of criticism. Spiritualists are 
not a small and obscure sect. They are ahodyof persona to 
he found in every rank of life and in almost every religioua 
community, and the Church owes them a greaterdebt than 
it  has yet begun to realise.

A N I M A L  C L A IR V O Y A N C E .

Apropos of the psychic side of animal life, we note that the 
11 Animais’ Friend ” for July contains an account, signed 
“ A. C. W.,” of a Dandy Dinmont dog called “ Bonnie," conccrning 
w h ich  two S trange incidents are narrated. The first relatea to 
th e  d e a th  of h is  master, to whom the dog was devoted !—

H b  w as in  h is  m is tre ss’s  room about tw o hours after the end, 
and in  th e  g rea t ea t g rie f, when h e  auddenly looked up with in 
in tense , s tead y , absorbed gaze, h is  eyes brilliant and wide open. 
F o r  a long tim e  h e  kept looking up to  the same spot His 
m istress co u ld  n o t  see a n y th in g . H e  ran  downstairs and roihed 
a b o u t th e  la w n  in  su ch  s p ir ite  t h a t  i t  seemed as if years htd been 
ta k e n  off h is  life. H e  seem ed to  w a n t to show the effectof whit 
h e  saw in  th a t  lo n g  look . H e  n ev e r  again  was so sad as betöre, 
h u t  h e  ahared  th e  g r ie f  o f th e  household  in  a more resigned 
w ay. ,  .

S om e n e ig h b o u rs  o f o u rs  o f w hom  “  Bonnie ” was r e r ;  fond 
called  to  see u s o n  th e  d ay  befo re  th e y  em barked  on the "Stella,” 
o n  w h ich  th e y  w ere  lo s t  T h e  n e x t day , before I  knew anything 
o f  th e ir  sad  fa te , "  B o n n ie  " k e p t look ing  abou t the room, aa if 
h e  saw  people com e in , an d  lo ok ing  in  th e  way he did when 
v isito rs  w hom  h e  lik e d  ca nie in , o r  w ere in  the room. I could 
n o t m ake it o u t, t i l i  I  fo und  th a t  those visitora were amonget the 
d ro w n ed , a n d  th e n  I  k n ew  w h a t “  B onnie ” saw.

T h e  g re a t th in g s  a re  lo n g  in  com ing, b u t they  bear upon 
th em  the eeals of p erm an en ce .— A . E . W u r z
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THE DIRECT V01CE.

A CORRELATION.

By Vioe-Admiral U sborne Moore.

The best evidence th a t can be p u t forward of the existence 
ud identit; of a spirit ia afforded by correlations, i.e., when a
ipirit ia able to manifest in  one place and tben teil someone in|__
anöthw place, tbrongb anotber medium, where be bas been and 
what he haa said or who was present. W hen this takes place in 
tfo different conntries witb different sitters i t  ia more satis- 
factory than when it  occurs only in  two cities of the same country 
er to the same sitter. 1  have ezperienced these correlations very 
often in the United States and three or four times between the 
United States and Englaqd. I  cannot, bowever, remember ever 
haviog snch a clean-eut or convincing example as that whicb I 
am now going to relate.

In December, 1914, tbe E dito r of Light received a letter 
from Dr. John S. King, tbe well-known pbysician and psycbic 
invesligator in Toronto, Canada, telling bim that “ Dr. Sharp,” 
the spirit gnide, or ■ control,” of Mrs. W riedt, bad spoken to bim 
and others at certain meetings in  Toronto in  November. No one 
knowa hetter tban Dr. King the rules of tbe game. He does not 
live away details; be only m entions one item of “ Sbarp’s ” talk 
—that he had first visited bim  on a night when be (Dr. King) 
bad delivered an address, when be “ came over from Dover.” 
Esclosed in the letter was some corroborative evidence of one of 
tbose present a t tbe  Toronto séances and a narrative, also 
testified to, of a sitting w itb J .  B. Jonson a t Toledo, Ohio, on 
which occasion “ Dr. Sharp ” bad materialised and spoken to 
bim. The ladies of the aociety a t Toronto (not named) were 
much interested and bad asked Dr. K ing to write to England 
ud ascertain if “ Dr. Sharp" would corroborate the fa :t of his 
having visited tbeir c irc le : i t  was known by some tbat Mrs. 
Wriedt was in England.

The Editor waited a few weeks for an opportunity of seeing 
Mit Wriedt None baving occurred be wrote to me on Eebroary 
13ih, asking if I  would investigate tbe  matter. I  received this 
note, enclosing Dr. King's letter, a t breakfast on Sunday, 
Februar; 14th,at my club, skimmed over it, p u t it  in my pocket, 
ud immediately after breakfast went to Mrs. W riedt, with 
vhom I had an appointment a t 10.15. 1 did not mention the 
letten to Mrs. W ried t

ln a few minutes we went into the  séance-room. “ Dr. 
Sharp ”soon made bis presence known and tbe following colloquy 
link place

Qdestion : “  Have you been over to Canada within tbe last 
three monthal”

Answer: “ Do you mean to  ‘ P a u l1?" [“ P a u l” is the 
pseudonym of a Canadian gentleman wbo bas contributed under 
that name to Light and who is known to me and “  D r Sharp.”]

Q.; "  No, somebody eise.”
A : "1  went to Dr. Jo h n  K ing a t  a  séance where there was 

i man-medium for tbe voice. I  wish you to write to Dr. King 
and teil him from me tb a t medium is quite genuine. A number 
of people were th e re ; among tbem  Mrs. Calvert u d  Mrs. 
Seles—[spelling] C A L V E R T . ”

Q,: "  How do you s p e ll1 Sales ’ 1 ”
A ; “ I  folget, We went over a  bridge to get to the siance- 

tootn. I t  was Toronto, Canada. Tbe people asked after Mrs. 
Wriedt and they asked after you. They were anxious to know 
it it was me speaking and wanted this to be confirmed in 
England. Teil Dr. King bis wife spoke to bim, and bis little 
girl was sitting on bis knee.”

Q.: “ Can you give tbe date 1 ”
A  . 1 N o ; I  can’t  remember dates. '1 
Q.: “ Have you manifested to Dr. King through J. B. 

Jonson at Toledo 1”
A : 11 most certainly have, and through other mediuma. I 

im very ploased to meet Dr. King, as be has done so muoh for 
the cause. I  wish you to teil D r. King tb a t I  was the first 
Person to introduce phenomenal mediumsbip into Canada."

C Dr. Sharp did not volunleer anytbing about a lecture 
jh er an address.)

On the following moraing 1 had an opportunity to speak 
to “ Dr. Sharp " again. I  said,11 The paper from Toronto said 
that you told the people you had come from Dover. What is 
the meaning of this 1 Is it a mistake 1” “ No mistake at all,” 
he replied, emphatically. “ I  was at Dover, or near Dover, in a 
hospital ship, looking after the wounded. 1 was hovering about 
between Southampton, Folkestone, and Dover in the hospital 
ships, and I was nearest to Dover at the time when I  left to viiit 
Canada.”

All this was sent to Dr. King at Toronto, and in course of 
time he sent me an account of his s&nces. One of them was on 
November 18th when “ Dr. Sharp ” informed him that he had 
come over for the first time from Dorer on the night of Dr. 
King’s address, November 14th. Dr. King goes on to say:—

On November 19th, 1914, a séance was held at the house of 
Mr. and Mrs. Julian Saht in Rosedale, a residential part of the 
city, by the same medium, and twenty-six sitters were present, 
induding Mrs. Calvert. In Order to go to this séance we had 
to cross what is known as the Rosedale High Bridge, which 
spans a ravine, with a roadway below at a distance of 120ft.
I  inquired öfter Mrs. Wriedt, and you were inquircd öfter by Mrs. 
Calvert and, I  think, by one other. [The italics are mine.]

Want of space prevents me from quoting the whole of Dr. 
King’s interesting letter to me, hut he mentions that his deceased 
wife did speak to him at this and all his other seances; that his 
daughter’s presence was feit by him, and that the medium was a 
man-medium for the direct roice, a Mr. Burroughs, who was 
placed ander the strictest test conditions.

I  have never been to Toronto. Though I have heard of him 
from W. T. Stead and others, I  have not yet had the pleasure of 
meeting Dr. King and I  do not recollect ever hearing or seeing 
the name of Calvert, in connection with Canadian affairs, before 
this incident. Mrs. Wriedt is acquainted with Toronto and knows 
Dr. King and Mrs. Calvert, but she did not hear of the Novem
ber séances tili my talk with “ Dr. Sharp” on February 14th; 
and, even if she had, it would not account for “ Dr. Sharp's” 
loud and clear utterances on that day in a London flat Nothing 
is more certain than that “ Dr. Sharp," though working with and 
assisting Mrs. Wriedt, is an independent personality.

A GENERATION AGO.

(Froh “ Light” or J uli Uth, 1885.)

In a recent number of the “ Spectator” is a very clever 
discussion of the theory of mind-reading or transfer of thought 
in its relations to some of the phenomena of Spiritualism. For 
example, the Rev. P. H. Newnham writes a series of questions 
in one room which are answered in another by the Planchette on 
which Mrs. Newnham is resting her fingen. She gave, in this 
way, many things utterly unknown to her, for example, some 
Masonic prayers. . . Mr. Newnham in one room wrote: 
“ Write out the prayer used at the advancement of a Mark 
Master Mason." And the answer came : “ Almighty Ruler of 
the Universe and Architect of all worlds, we beseech Thee to 
accept this, our btother, whom we have this day received into 
our most honourable Company of Mark Master Masons. Grant 
him to be a worthy member of our brotherhood; and may he 
be in his own person a perfect mirror of all Masonic virtues. 
Grant that all out doings may be to Thy honour and glory, 
and to the welfare of all mankind." Mr. Newnham adds: 
“ This prayer was written off instantaneously and very rapidly. 
I t  is a very remarkable production indeed. For the benefit of 
those who are not memben of the craft, I may say that no 
prayer in the slighlest degree resembliug it is made use of 
in the ritual of any Masonic degree; and yet it contains more 
than one strictly accurate technicality connected with the degree 
of Mark Mason. My wife has never seen any Masonic prayers, 
whether i n ' Carlile,’ or any other real or spurious ritual of the 
Masonic Order.” Here, then, assuredly, was a formula composed 
by some intelligence totally distinct from the conscious intelU- 
gence of either of the persona engaged in the experiment.

—From Editorial Notes.
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TRAVELS IN SLEEP.
Oüt-of-thk-Body Experiences.

Prentice Mulford, the mystical writer, whose works bave 
become almost classic&l amongst students of tbe supernormal, 
teils us that we “ travel in sleep.” There is a tremendous amount 
o! testimony to the eame effect from those who have these ex* 
periences, and although tbey are rarely susceptible of scientific 
proof tbeir volume and consistency count for a great deal, and 
many of them are undeniably interesting. We have lately 
received two letters on the subject, which we present below.

Mr. J. F. Glems writes:—
Wifch regard to the very interesting article of Mr. Arthur 

Mallord Turner, M.A., in your issue of April 10th, under the 
heading “ Out-of-the- Body Experiences,” I would like to submit 
for his opinion an experience I had on the night of the 17th ult., 
which was so realistic and vivid that I  cannot bring myself to 
believe that it could have been only a dream, although in 
recounting it I may be suspected of drawing on my Imagination.
I give the experience exactly as it occurred to me.

I had retired to bed in circumstances just as usual, and feel* 
iog perfectly well, but had barely laid my head on the pillow— 
certainly 1 had not lost consciousness—when I  had a curious 
Sensation of floating. I seemed to rise rapidly and pass out into 
the air, although quite conscious of what I was doing. In a few 
moments I was passing swiftly along by a wood which is dose to 
my house, my Sensation at this time being one of intense astonish* 
ment at my method of tr&nsit.

I found I was following the path, but the trees were so dose 
as to cause me considerable alarm. I was not sure that the 
power which Ynabled me to float would keep me from dangerous 
eontact with the trees.

At first the wood seemed daik, but on looking up I found 
the night was dear and the stars shining. Suddenly I noticed 
a light (which seemed to be resting on my breast) like that of a 
glow-worin, only very much brighter, so that it lit up the sur* 
rounding trees, and thereby gave me a little more confidence. 
The trees and objects around were perfectly familiär to me.

Notwithstanding this, the feding of alarm grew. The expe
rience was so stränge. I could not make out why I was there, 
what was causingme to go along, or wherel wasgoing. I  seemed 
to have no more weight tban a bubble, floating as lightly and 
buoyantly as a bubble would.

The alarm grew to a feeling of panic, which impelled me to 
make a violent effort to get back to my normal state. To my 
intense relief I found I was able to do this, passing back to my 
bedroom as rapidly as I had come. Finding myself again as 
usual, I looked out of the window; the sky was dear and the 
stars shining brightly, as I had seen them in my rapid passage 
to the wood.

My first im pulse was to commit the details of this extra- 
ordinary experience to paper, but they had made so vivid an 
imprearion on my mind that I decided I should be able to record 
them quite as accurately in the morning.

Will Mr. Turner be good enough to say if this can be con- 
sidered a case of “ travel 1 ing u ?

A lady correspondent at Falmoutb, author of some thought* 
ful works reviewed in these columns, sends us the following 
stränge experience confided to her by a young lady friend, of 
whose eharacter for good sense and conscientiousneas she has a 
high opinion:—

April 30th. Friday evening, 8 o’clock Falmouth time.—As 
I sat quite quietly in my room I found myself being taken over 
water, and then through a streich of coontry. I was then taken 
down a narrow path—two or three could walk abreast; on my 
right was a rivar, and on my le/t wooded oountry. Suddenly I 
found myself Standing in front of a eentry box, and seemed 
unable to go further. " Why," I aeked, “ am 1 brought he re ? ” 
and almost before 1 had finiahed the sentence, I saw Standing 
immediately in front ol the sentry’s box a young fellow appar* 
ently about eighteen. He was Standing with his gun resting on 
the ground. His bands touched the barrel just below the 
bayonet I also noticed he was wearing an oral-thaped hat 
without a peak. Tbe hat seemed to be of a dark material piped 
with red.

Am I looked 1 saw bis eyes were closed, so I concluded he 
was sitber dozing or in a " brown study." Then, as I looked up 
the path down which I had come, I eaw forma tnoring etealthily 
towarde ua I touched the young fellow on his shoulder, and 
stepped into the eentry box, and then I noticed for the first time 
that I appeared to be dreeeed in white. The eentry turned 
round, looked straight at me, rubbed his eyes, and then looked 
again. 1 pointed with my left band to the moring figures

now rapidly approaching. Six or eight of these were crawling 
on their hands and knees in the grass on the right of the path 
near the edge of the river, and others were walking behind. 
The nearest man was only a few yards from where the eentry 
and I stood, and I could see they had on their heads a kind of 
flat-shaped helmet with a spike (I mean fiat compared with our 
policemen’s helmets).

Just as I  thought my warning was too late, I heard a rille 
shot and a scuffie just beside me, and then further down tbe path 
I heard another report, then auother, which sounded a little 
further away, and then a fourth which sounded yet further away 
stilL The shots or reports sounded to me like fore-arranged 
signals that the enemy were near. I  turned to look for the 
sentry, and found him lying beside his box evidently wounded; 
near him were lying three motionless bodies of men who seemed 
to be wearing dark suits and helmets with spikes, and one man 
just beyond tbe three was in a kneeling Position.

Then I heard a rush behind me, and I turned and saw men 
moving, and I noticed these were wearing hats or caps of the 
same shape as our regulation khaki caps with peaks, and as far 
as I could see in the darkness, they looked to be men in khaki 
They seemed to make a dash forward, up the path towards the 
darker figures, and I  heard a clashing of Steel.

Then I  saw the wounded sentry move, and he put out his hand 
as though to touch me, and said, “ Mother.” I  placed my hand 
on his head and tried to soothe him, and he seemed quite 
contented. After a while my guide stood beside me, and inti- 
mated that it was time to go. As I  stood up I saw some of the 
men in khaki retuming, walking with a firm tread, and talking 
and laughing among themselves.

As they came near the sentry box, I  heard one of them say, 
Hullo 1 Look here ! ” and saw him bend over tbe form of the 

sentry, kneel on one knee and raise the sentry s head.
Then I feit a Sensation of being taken swiftly through the 

air, and I  found myself back in my room again, and noticed it 
was then twenty minutes to nine—Falmouth time.

I  have often been able to travel in this way, and have seen 
things taking place at a distance, and also made my presence 
feit. At times I  have been seen, but never before have I had an 
experience like this. I  wonder if others have had similar ex- 
periences, and.if so have they never been able to corroborate them 1

VISIONS AT THE BATTLE FRONT.

“ Pax,” a correspondent of Light who bas been active in 
purouing inquiry into the stories of visions at tbe batble-front, 
sends us the following extract from a letter received from an 
artilleryman on the 26th u l t . :—

With regard to tbe stories which you have heard abont 
“ angels and spirits ” appearing to our chaps in the trenches, I 
can only say that I  have not seen them myself, but then, of 
course, we do not stop in the trenches long and have not the 
experience of them as have the infantry. I  have heard several , 
fellows discussing this subject and tbey absolutely vouch for the 
truth of i t  They may be right, but, of course, you must 
remember that trench work is mind-straining as well as nerve- 
racking, and that may account some what for a lot of these stories.

“ Pax” adds that nevertheless she has heard thoronghly j 
reliable accounts of visions which were not seen in the trenches.

The “ Notes of the Month ” in the current issue of tbe 
“ Occult Review ” deal at considerable length with the matter, 
citing several of the accounts which have appeared in Light. 
The editor, Mr. Ralph Shirley, remarks on the considerable 
discussion which has taken place in the Press regarding tbe 
alleged psychical phenomena at the Battle of Mons, and referriog 
to the attack made by the “ Evening News ” on the Statements 
by Mr. Sinnett in the 11 Occult Review,” and to the (unfounded) . 
claim of the evening paper that the record given was derived 
from Mr. Machen’s now well-known story, he says

Seeing this attack l  at once wrote a rejoinder giving tbe true é  
state of the case. I regret to have to state that, deviating from I 
every tradition of self-respecting journalism, the " Evening I 
News ” failed to insert my reply.

Mr. Shirley relates that he has interviewed two Englisb 
ladies who have been nuroiog at a hospital at S t  Germain-en- 
Laye, in the neighbourhood of Paria. These ladies stated that 
the accounts in question were in France “ not merely implidtly 
believed, bat were absolutely known to be true,” and thejadded 
“ that no French paper would have made itself ridiculous by 
disputing the authenticity of what was vouched for by so miay 
thousands of independent eye-witneases.”

Mr. Shirley pointe out that thoee who have witnessed isd +
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related these supernormal appearances are not unnaturally shy 
of giving their names in view of the scepticism of the general 
public—a eonsideration which we have found by experience to 
apply to psychic pbenomena generally. As we observed a short 
time ago in “ Notes by the Way,” some people can hardly be 
prevailed upon to relate their psychic experiences at all, mnch 
less to authenticate them with their names for public satisfac- 
tion. The testimony which comes to light (the pun is uninten
tional) is bat a fraction of that which is withheld. When the 
reality of spirit existence comes to be a matter of general know- 
ledge, a different atmosphere will be created, but by that time 
the need for witnesses will have greatly diminished. We want 
the witnesses now to help—and here we may quote the “ Occult 
Review ” again—“to break down the all-too-prevalent disbelief in 
the reality of the unseen world which, more than anything eise 
at the present time, is hampering the onward march of human 
progress.”

DREAM CHILDREN.

Tho8e who have read “ Our Mutual Friend,” to which refer- 
ence was made in 11 Notes by the Way ” last week, will remember 
Fanny Cleaver, the heroic little hunchback girl described 
variouely as “ Jenny Wren,” “ the doll’s dressmaker ” and “ the 
person of the house.” We select the following passage from the 
book as having a peculiar psychic interest. I t  occurs in Chapter II., 
Book II., which describes a visit paid to “ Jenny Wren ” 
by Eugene Wrayburn and Lizzie Hexam. “ Jenny W ren” 
observes:—

I wonder how it happens that when I  am work, work, 
working here, all alone in the summer-time, I  smell flowers.”

“As a common-place individual, I  should say,” Eugene 
suggested languidly—for he was growing weary of the person of 
the house— 1 that you smell flowers because you do smell flowers.”

No, I don’t,” said the little creature, resting one arm upon 
the elbow of her chair, resting her chin upon that hand, and 
looking vacantly before her ; “ this is not a flowery neighbour- 
hood. It's anything but that. And yet, as I  sit at work, I  smell 
miles of flowers. I  smell roses tili I  th lnk I  see the rose-leaves 
lying in heaps, busheis, on the floor. I  smell fallen leaves tili I  
put down my hand—so—and expect to make them rustle. I  
smell the white and the pink may in the hedges, and all sorts of 
flowers that I never was among. For I  have seen very few 
flowers indeed in mylife.”

“ Ple&sant fancies to have, Jenny d ear! ” said her friend, 
with a glance towards Eugene as if she would have asked him 
whether they were given the child in compensation for her losses.

“ So I think, Lizzie, when they come to me. And the 
birds I hear! Oh ! ?’ cried the little creature, holding out her 
hand and looking upward, “ how they sing ! ”

There was something in the face and action for the moment 
quite inspired and beautifuL Then the chin dropped musingly 
upon the hand again.

“ I dare say my birds sing better than other birds, and my 
flowers smell better than other flowers. For when I  was a little 
child” (in a tone as though it  were ages ago), “ the children 
that I used to see early in the morning were very different from 
my others that I  ever saw. They were not like me ; they were 
not chilled, anxious, ragged or beaten ; they were never in pain. 
They were not like the children of the neighbours; they never 
made me tremble all over, by setting up shrill noises, and they 
never mocked me. Such numbers of them, too 1 All in white 
dresses, and with something shining on the b Orders, and on their 
heads, that I  have never been able to imitate with my work, 
though I know it so well. They used to come down in long, 
bright, alanting rows, and say altogether, ‘ Who is this in pain ? 
Who is this in pain ?* When I  told them who it was, they 
answered, 'Come and play with ns.’ When I  said, ' I  never 
play! I can’t play 1 * they swept about me and took me up, 
and made me light. Theo it was all delicious ease and rast 
tül they laid me down and said, all together, 'Have 
Patience, and we will come again.’ Whenever they came back I 
used to know they were coming before I  saw the long bright 
tom, by hearing them ask, all together a long way off, * Who is 
this in pain V Who is this in pain ? ’ And I  used to cry out,
'O my blesaed children, it’s poor me. Have pity on me. Take 
an np and make me light 1v ”

PLUMMET MESSAGES.

A Remabkable Stobt.

In  Light of April 25 th, 1914 (p. 196), appeared a brief 
account of some plummet or*magic circle experiments carried 
on by Mr. Francis Naish, M. A. A short time ago he paid us a 
visit, bringing with him some curious relics, the whereabouts of 
which, he explained, were revealed through Communications 
given by the plummet These relics consist of a disc of vellnm 
with the Greek alphabet inscribed round the circumference, a 
prism of glass, and a large tooth. The messages (one hundred) 
were received by him in March, 1915, in conjunction with three 
colleagues designated as Oxon Alpha, Beta and Gamma.

The experiments were carried on at Burford, where on 
March 29th Oxon Beta received by the pendulum, swinging over 
a circle marked with the letters of the alphabet, the following 
message, which was transcribed by Mr. Naish:—

S. Wisdom Simon Wisdom, a local worthy of the past 
associated with Burford], if you wish to find a relic bright, go 
into the church and turn to the right. Round by the chapel of 
St. Thomas, you 11 come to a tomb all stript of brass. Bebind a 
samt on the farther side, you’ll find my crystal and my gyde, 
Dixi.

I t  will be seen that tbe message is given in rhyme, and has 
a certain flavour of antiquity. Later Oxon Beta received a 
further message:—

Simon Wisdom. This is my command, because I wish you 
well I  bequeath tbe crystal to Franciscus Naish. If he keeps 
i t  secret he must use it only himself. If he obeys this Order he 
will in time see many wonderful things with i t  If not, great 
troubles will fall on all of those who were present when he found 
i t  I  swear it by our lady. Dixi.

On March 31st Oxon Alpha took up the wondrous tale, with 
this result:—

Wisdom Simon. When I was a youth I  cut a large tooth 
called the Wisdom tooth, and that is wby they call me Wisdom. 
The tooth soon went and I  used it as a plummet for my large guide 
which was destroyed. You will find the tooth in a hole in the 
window frame in the ground floor . . [for Prudential reasons 
we omit the name of the house mentioned in the message]. Dixi.

To cut a long story short, Mr. Naish States that he and his 
colleagues obeyed the directions in the messages and were 
re ward ed by the discovery of the relics mentioned.

In the course of a letter written after his visit Mr. Naish 
8ays:—

The relics have been examined in London by noted experts 
who testify to their being ancient. The tooth has been shown 
to an experienced veterinary surgeon (for we cannot accept it as 
human) who did not identify it as that of any of the domestic 
animals; but further inquiry is contemplated. The “ gyde ” is 
a circle of very fine thin animal vellum, four inches in diameter, 
with the Greek alphabet beautifully inscribed round the cir
cumference. An expert noted that the characters were not 
written in modern style. In the centre appear the iuitials 
“  S. W.” . . The crystal is a prism of glass, triangulär, right 
angled with three polished facets, viz., two sides, each one 
square inch, and the hypotenuse. The other two sides are 
unpolished, and show plainly that the workmanship is not 
modern. Other suspected defects induce the supposition that it 
was not made for optical purposes, and a question as to whether 
it is au application of the geometrical theorein of Pythagoras 
(Euclid I., 47) for the form of a scry glass. This prism has three 
comers chipped, as though its owner had let it fall at some 
time. This owner was living at the same period as the famous 
Dr. Dee, of the British Museum crystal, and his Latin spellings 
by the plummet in March point to his being a good Latin 
scholar. A little Greek also came, hat not from “ S. W.(” though 
he must have known Greek very well to have this vellum 
“ gyde ” for use. Other spellings ooncerning this “ gyde” and 
the hiding-place of the gold ring used for plummet have arrived 
from *' S. W.” since my return from Oxfordshire. Readers of 
Light will find an account of this ancient method of receiving 
messages in Dean Milman’s “ History of Christianity,” YoL 4, 
page 120, and in Dr. N. Lardners Works, YoL 4, page 445, 
which oontains also the account, in Latin, from “ Amniianus 
Marcellinus,” and in Bnry’s "Gibbon,” YoL 3, page 18, note 31. 
Zonares gives a different account of the method (Aon. T. 3, 
page 28).
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It in a eorioof Story, and «e give it as an example of a sub- 
atantial reault atated as bring gained by the ose of the magic 
pendalum. Mr. Naiah baa also shown us a uumber of carions 
mcssages, some of tbem a qneer jomble of ancient and modern 
pbraaea in doggeret verse, not always of an edifying kind, pur- 
porting to come from Anthony Sedley, the levdler, who was 
confined in Bnrford Church, and afterwards shot by Order of 
Crom weih

Assnming the genoineneee of tbe messages, there is a Suggestion 
that tho lubconsdoni minde of the reeipients of tbe messages 
were not altogether inactive. In Cbapter I I .  of bis litÜe work 
on Psychical Research (Williams and Norgate) Sir William 
Barrett deale with tbe magic pendnlnm, or pcndule aploratcur, 
and to this book we commend tbe attention of readers interested 
ln tbe question.

Mr. Naish stetes that the swing is not that of a pendnlnm, 
which is dne to gravity, bnt ratber tbe levitaüon of a plnmmet 
from tbe centre of tbe circle towarda tbe drcnmference, and tbat 
the ipelling was so fast tbat the letten  had to be written in close 
juitaposition and withont either eapitals or pnnctnation, tb a t 
tbe plnmmet holder was constantly in donbt tbat spelling was 
proceeding and that it was impoeâble for Mr. Naisb to decipher 
the words (/or tte mo4 pari) as tbe spelling proceeded, that bis 
n ie  was tbat all sbcnld be dient tili tbe plnmmet became inert, 
which it invariably did after tbe final “  Dixi," or “  Adieu,” or 
“ Am et 7 als."

In the meantime, we undentand tbat Mr. Naisb is calling tbe 
atUntion of persona eminent in psychical research to the resnlte 
of bis experimenta.

In  reference to tbe  series of lectures on psychology which de 
is giving on the  Mondays in  Ju ly  in  Essex Hall, Strand, W.C., 
Miss Janette  Steer, the  w ell-known actress, say s: “ This is a ne* 
platform tb a t I  am attem pting, b n t in  tbe midst of so mnch 
destruotiveness a  little  constructiveness sbonld come as apleasaat 
antidote.”

SIDELIGHTS.

A new book by Sir Oliver Lodge, “ Tbe War and After,” 
will be pnblished this month by Messrs. Metbnen.

A notewortby feature in  “  Pearson’s Magazine” for July ii 
an article by Mr. W illiam  A rcher on the question “ Can oe 
Foretell tbe F u tu r e i ” By way of Clearing the ground Mr. 
Archer lays down certain prelim inary principles. He puh 
aside prophecies confessedly founded on inference from knowa 
premises and be is also careful to point ont tbat the inqriry 
“ bas no essential connection w ith  what is known as'Spirit- 
ualism,’ ” observing very pertinen tly  th a t if  i t  conld be proved 
tbat disembodied sp irits  possess tbe power of eeeing into the 
fntnre, tbe fact, while very interesting, would be just as incom- 
prebensible as the fact (if fact i t  be) tb a t we ourselvcs possess 
sncb a power. H e proceeds to pass in  review a  great nomber 
of cases, most of which we have m et w ith  before. After groupmj 
together m any whicb, thongb snfficiendy remarkable, lesve 
loopboles for such explanations as mis-recollection, telepatby 
telmsthesia, or mere coincidence, he  comes to some which it 
becomes increasingly difficult to account for on any such lines,

A comspondent weites to snggest that tbe adoption of a 
badge— such es a small güver Or gilt cross with tbe letter S 
intertwined—to be wom in tbe bnttonbole, migbt be the means 
of bringing about introdnetions between people wbo have ideas 
in common, bnt fear to broach to one another tbe snbject in 
whicb they are interested. “ Many of us,” be says, “ are soul- 
atarved in ont-of-the-way localities, so tbat no metbod for 
mutual help and nnity ahonld be lost, as i t  now often is.” This 
is not a new idea. A movement of tbe kind proposed was 
started many yeara ago, tbe members wearing a badge in gold or 
tUver tbat they might be recognised by fellow-Spiritnalista. We 
bave beard very little of this praetice lately, and it  may have 
fallen into dlause. I t  is rather a difficult matter to deaign any 
badge that wonld meet with general acceptance, bnt the idea is 
wortb considering. By the way, we bave known of belpfnl 
friendships whicb began by one party or the otber carrying a 
copy of Lioht, “ The Two World»,” or some other publication 
of a progressive tendeney.

Of tbese Mr. Archer regards as most conclnsive the automatic 
writing througb the  band of Mrs. A. W . Verrall in November 
and December, 1901, wbich pietnred  in  brief sentences and with 
detaila somebody lying on a  sofa or in  bed, reading by candle- 
ligh t a  French memoir, “  M armontel,” whicb be bad bonowed. 
When, on March Ist, 1902, a  yonng friend of Professor and Mia 
Verrall, Mr. Edw ard Marsh, visited tbem in Cambridge, it 
transpired tb a t in  Febrnary be  had been reading by candlebght 
tbat identical book (which he bad borrowed from a library) 
nnder ju st sncb circnmstances, tb e  otber details very closely 
resembling tbose described. This case, in  Mr. Archer sopinioo, 
“ seema to place beyond all dispnte tbe  fact tbat tbe futuiea 
not wbolly inaccessible to tbe  hum an m ind—tbat poitions of it, 
a t any rate, do somewbere and somebow actoally exist before 
they materialise tbemselves in  space and time.” Mr. Archer 
promises to give a second instalm ent of bis study of tbe snhject 
next month. He States th a t be  bas notes of sometbing He 
three hundred cases of alleged pr emonition, prevision or prophecy 
the great m ajority dating from the past balf-century and that 
tbese represent only a selection from  the  available materuL

•L IG H T " “ T R IA L "  SUBSCR IPT ION .

Mr. James Lawrence, Hon. Secretary of the 8piiitnalista’ |_
National League of Defence, w rites: “  Several members of the 
Defence League bave ealled my attention to a  Sermon preacbed 
by Rav. Dr. Orcbard on May 2nd in tbe Eing’s Weigh Honse 
Chuith, London, bis snbject being,1 Tbe Gospel of tbe Flowers.’ 
Weaving into bis dieconrse certain incidents in the Ufa of Jesus, 
amongst them the Tranefigoiation, be seid ; 1 Men saw bis face 
llow wirb epiritual glory, not at a séance in a darkeued room, 
but ob a monntun top in tbe eunUghL1 So far aa 1 am awars, 
SpmUaUeti ata the only haternity making serious attempU to 
obtain trantfignrations at tfancea, cither darkened or in U gbt; 
hence 1 accepted the ttference as being directed againat them, 
and wrote to the gentleman in question, but bave received no 
leply. Fethapa ha had no amiaUi meaaing behind the words, 
trat the uaa of them was unfortunate, aa there are alwaji persona 
ready to pounee npon such utterancta and inveet them with a 
meaning and value not raally attaehing to tbem. For this reason 
I  teel cnmpeUed, by virtue of my Office, to give Dt. Orchatd an 
opportuoity to oder some axplanatioB."

As an indneement to new and casnal readers to become 
subscribers, Light will be eent for thirteen weeks, poä fm , 
for 2s., as a “  trial ” snbscription. I t  is snggested that regulär 
readers wbo have friends to whom they wonld like to introduce 
the paper shonld avail tbemselves of th is offer, and forward to 
tbe Manager of Light a t tb is office tbe naraes and addresses 
of such friends, npon receipt of which, together with the 
requisite poatal order, be w ill be pleased to send Light to them 
by post as stated above.

Doubt came a-begging : and I  bade him w ait;
Fed him, while aorry Stories he’d repeat.

He went, and left a cross npon my gate—
The mgu th a t brougbt bis fellow tramp, Defeat 

—Ella R. Peabce in  “ The Nantilua*
T h e  Biblb ab Okacle.—Some people get astonishing 

resulta from opening the Bible a t random when in need of 
gnidance and then taking the first tex t that the eye Ughts upoo. 
A correspondent of Light teils how a friend of bis met in the 
train a soldier, who before finally making up bis mind to « lte  
adopted the experiment, after prayer, and tbis was the tut 
which reeulted, and whicb decided tbe qnestion for him : “ Arise, 
for this matter belongeth nnto thee : we also will be with thee j 
beof good courage and do i t ” (Ezra x., 4). Amongst all thè 
appropriate answers obtained by this method of Consulting the 
Bible, it ie doubtlol whether any oould be more specific.
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LEITERS TO THE EDITOR.
Tbc Editor is not r e sp o n tlb le  f o r  t h e  o p ln io n t  e x p r e ss e d  bv c o r r e sp o n -  

dents, and freq u en tly  p u b iis h e s  w h a t  h e  d o e s  n o t  a g r e e  w ith  fo r  th e  
purpose o f p resen tln g  v ie w s  w h ich  m ay  e l lc i t  d is c u ss io n . ln  every  
case the le tter  m u st  b e  a c c o m p a n ie d  by t h e  w r ite r ’s  n a m e  a n d  
address, not n ecessa r ily  f o r  p u b lic a t io n , b u t  a s  a  g u a r a n te e  o f  g o o d  
ftfth.

T h e  O rig in  o f  th e  S o u l.
Sra,—Mr. Venning, referring to m y article  on p. 153, denies 

the nltimate nature of the  speck of protoplasm  which I  gave out 
to be onr earliest grandfather. H e eays th a t on the theory of 
«rdlotion that speck mnat have had  fathere and grandfatheis 
i i  infimtum, and th a t the  evolntionary hypothesis must be 
sopplemented by the theory of Special Creation as a startiug 
point

It is trne that the evolutionist, as he  travels in  Imagination 
back wards, must finally reach w hat seems to be a  full-stop a t  the 
point «here the earth becomes too ho t to  Support life. I t  was 
oolf after this th a t protoplasm, which is its  basis, became 
posâble. How, then, did the  first organism make its appearance ? 
Was it prodnced hy a special act of creation or precipitated 
apon onr planet ont of space, as has been not very helpfully 
suggested 1 Or did i t  occnr hy spontaneous generation ? The 
erperiments of Pastenr and others proved conclusively, i t  was 
tbosght, that spontaneons generation was a  m yth and living 
oaUer conld only proceed from  previous living m atter, on the 
principle ontne vivum  e vivo. F o r the  evolntionist the only 
»lntion of the difficnlty was to  agree th a t spontaneons generation 
it impossible now, bo t to assnme th a t  in  earlier days, when the 
vorld was yonng, more favonrable conditions prevailed and life 
tpontaneonsly arose from the  happy and “  fortuitous ” association 
of the right kind of Chemicals. T he principle of evolntion was 
tbns carried back beyond the  difficnlt po in t I  have mentioned into 
the inorganic age, hringing the  Problem of living m atter in to line 
with the whole cosmic procession from nebnla onwards. This 
theory m s; not eeem very poetical or spiritual, b u t i t  was 
eminently logical and scientific. Only there  was no evidence in 
its favour and experiment offered ra ther less than  no Support. 
The belief that life conld be generated from infusions had gone 
the way of that other belief th a t eels were bom  of mud and 
geese from bamacles.

There wa9 no evidence whatever un til Dr. Bastian some 
jeara Igo pnhlished the resnlts of h is experiments. Emplcying 
nevmethods,he claimed tohave  developed living organisms from 
nrious snbstances, both organic and inorganic, against which no 
ucasation of life conld be bronght. Science is arbitrary in  its 
jadgment on tbe Claims of new discoveries, and Dr. Bastian’s 
reralta have not been accepted nor h is experiments, so far as I 
know, repeated. B at the  precaations ta te n  by him  were very 
thorongh, and his reasoning appeals convincingly to the nnhiaesed 
ttader: and similar experiments were said a  year or two ago to 
be in ptogress. I f  these are or have been snccessfnl, i t  will 
prore that for life to appear i t  is only neceesary that the 
proper physical conditions shonld be present. Spontaneons 
generation will have come in to  i ts  own again, and the evdln- 
fionist will breathe more freely. B a t the prohletn will remain 
»beiher life is a rearran gement of old and familiär forces or 
vhether it is something mysterions and new.

Mr. Vetming says, snrprisingly, th a t i t  is now denied that 
orguicms have grown more complex sänce the beginning of 
thiaga. This Statement is too startling  to stand nnsnpported by 
inthority. Tbe geological record shows the gradaal disappearance 
of higher formt as the deeper strata are reached. He accnses me 

■  of '* sneering ” at man for proclaiming “  what a snperior people 
we are.” I plend gnilty, w ith the reservation that I  do not feel

I
mn he has been qnite snccessfnl in  his choiee of a Word to 
denribe a aubtle and delicate hnm onr. He recommends two 
inthora for objections to the evolntionary hypothesis. B at does 
benot mein rather the theory of Natural Selection as the mdhod 
of evolntion t

At Mr. Yenning’s regnest 1 have re-read his article on “  Onr 
Hu, Ancestors” (August 8th). I t  is a  pnzzle of which he has 
Bonght in vain for the key. Starting with the aaaumption that 
meh family has two parents, fonr grandparents, and remoter 
SDOcstors in Proportion, and pnrsniog his qoarry throngb earlier

generation», he finda that qnite a short time ago there can barely 
have been standing-room for hu progenitors alone. How, then, 
can the nee  be descended from a ringle pair, as foolish theo- 
logians pretend ? The rtiuctio ad absurdum proves there is a 
fiaw in  the argument, bot Mr. Venning says he has not been 
able to  find it, thongh I  think he supplies it in  his phrase,
“ ancestral duplicates.”

To hegin with, i t  is common knowledge that popnlation 
increases as yon go foncards. Onr ancestors, therefore, were 
fewer, not more, than onrselves. Onr remotest human forebears 
were probably a species or trib e ; hat let ns assnme that they 
were two only, and see what happened. They had rix chfl- 
dren (approximately), and these intermarried, contrsry to onr 
nofâons of what is correct, and prodnced in a few generation» a 
prodigions nnmber of descendants (greatly tempered, bowever, 
by the stroggle for existence) who were all courins of one sort or 
another. By Mr. Yenning's reasoning their ancestors, with 
which we started, shonld have been a vastly more prodigions 
nnmber. B at we know by onr assumption that they were tw o! 
Is Mr. Venning answered? I t  is not necessary that each 
family shonld have fonr grandparents all to iteelL In spite of 
complicationa and interweavings of families, there is and must 
be a great eharing of grandparents among them.—Tours, &c-, 

______________________  p  G. S.
The Direct Voice: Its Proofs and Problems.

Sra,—I  have been greatly interested in reading “ L A . C.’s ” 
letter in yonr issue of Jane 19th (page 290), becanse I  know 
that he does not stand alone, the same perplexities having been 
experienced by more than one of my friends, who have referred 
them to me, and I  have endeavonred, bowever imperfectly, to 
explain them. First let me express the optnion that “ L A C . "  
has given an nnhiassed descriplion of his difficnlties.

Of the great nnmber of people who have investigated the 
Direct Voice some have nndonbtedly done so in an exeeptional 
frame of mind. Some have expected to hear Delphic Oracles 
and been ready to accept everything withont proofs, whilst 
others have erred in the other direction, expecting their spirit 
friends to satisfy their cross-examinations aecording to the pro- 
eednre of a law court, and bring acntely disappointed when they 
have faüed to do so. Let me, therefore, state some facts which 
may serve as a basis for explanation.

1. Onr spirit friends do not develop into prodigies of wisdom 
immediately on transition, nor do they at once lose eertain mental 
defeets such as had memory, lack of confidenee, over-cantions- 
ness, &C., which probably tend to connteract any extra powers 
that may accrne thron gh the fact that they now look npon 
earthly life from a broader standpoint and a wider experience.

2. They are ha t Iearniag to take their own spiritaal re- 
sponsibilities, and it  is a larger field of work than material 
responsibilities.

3. How often we find that one person may be mast cardess 
in  speech (and reckless in act), and yet never seem to snffer any 
disastrons oonseqnences, whereas another, always cantions and 
discreet, may make one slip which brings in its wake a perfect 
catadysm of catastrophes. We do not yet know suffident of 
the conditions or limitations of the spirit life to be able rightl; 
to appieriate the difficnlties ander which Communications have 
to be made to earthly recipients, hat we do know that spirits 
sddom manifest alone ; there are always a nnmber, which wonld 
seem to pro re  that some may experience one kind cf difficnlty 
which others may he qnalified to sunnounL

4. We know that spirits advance in spirit life, and this may 
involve the neceseity of nsing other spirits as intermediaries, and 
these latter may be ignorant of the details, which some investi- 
gators qnibble about. Let me give a personal experience. I  was 
snrprised to learn that an old friend wished to commonicate by 
.ntomatie writing throngh my band, for she was tinahle to write 
when she passed over two or three ye&rs before, bat the 
contents of the messsge satisfied me as to her Identity. Tbe rate 
and form of the writing were qnite in accud with the Statement» 
that she was only jost le&nung to write. May not similar 
difficnlties in the way of loentnm explain some pcrplexmg 
experiences in  regard to the Direct Voice ?

In  oonclnrion, the writer empbatically States that he has on
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numerous occasions heard the Direct Yoice iahen he has been alone, 
bnt what proofs caa he adrance to combat the objections that he 
was the snbject of hallucination 1

Such an experience, which ia the only really Direct Yoice, 
wdl of necessity bring absolute cunviction to the recipient— 
Tours, &a,

__________________________  M. R. R.

The Ethics o f  War.
SiB,—As regards Sir. Wake Cook’s excellent and sensible 

remarks on the Ethics of .War, there was no need to give ex- 
planation or proof for bis obvious Statement that ‘ the pacifists 
wen largely responsible for this terrible war.” Historical facta 
are snfficient evidence. Thepacifist element amongst us, preaching 
peace where there was no peace (in the Hoüse of Commons and 
elsewhere) reduced our army and navy—the former by thirty 
thousand men—at the very moment when they were most 
ritally needed. The refusal to grant sufficient money for the 
necessary " defence of the Realm ” prevented our being able to 
defend our Realm adeqoately—plnnged us into colossal and, in 
great measure, unnecessaryexpense; and also, alas ! into colossal 
and unnecessary loss of life. This in addition to bringing un- 
speakable agony—physical and mental—upon our country. No 
sane person assumes that in this special case preparation for war 
would bare meant immunity from war. I t  was because Lord 
Roberts and other experts knew that nothing would deter 
Gennany from making war upon us, sooner or later, that they 
urged us so solemnly to be prepared with men and munitions.
In many cases such preparations have meant immunity, but this 
can only be wben the enemy is govemed bya responsible being; 
not a mrgalomaniac. In any case, those who refosed to be 
warncd acted insanely. Sirs. Duke, in common with all other 
paeifists, is liring under the protection of the defenders of that 
Realm which she considers ought not to have been defended.

If she and others who think on similar lines were logical 
and loyal to their opinions, they would disdain to accept the 
immunity which they denounce.—Tours, &c,

E. K atharine Bans.
Ljceum Club, Piccadilly.

July 3rd.

S n ,—In her letter on this subject, Mildred Duke ignores 
the one thing needfnl—the motire of the war. Christ forcibly 
remored money-changers from the Temple, not to t His own sake, 
but because His Father’s hononr was at Stake. The motive of 
our war is identical: Eogland’s honour. I fail to see anything 
“ fnnny,” but then a sense of humour may be lacking.

Personally I do not think we need tronble about “ prepara
tions ” of any kind. “ Not by material, bnt by moral force, are 
men and their aetions govemed,’1 and the Eoglish-speaking 
people may yet form one great nation. “  Who sweeps a room 
as for Thy Iaws makes that and tbe action fine ” is applicable to 
the present war.—Tonn, &t,

E. P. Pbentice.

A Vision of a Cross.
Sie,—This may interest your readers of Light. A little 

time ago my danghter and myself were sitting at tea in front of 
the window. I t  was a beautifnl day and the sky was very blne. 
All at once the sky teemed to open and a huge Cross was formed, 
such a one as was Derer seen on earth, all in pale colours of 
white, pink and blne. At the aame time thousands of star lights 
eame qoite dose to the window ; they wen eeen by both my 
daughter and myself. We left the room and went to another 
window, tbe lights were still to be seen, bnt not so numerous.

Since then I have lost my hosband and now this awfol war 
has come.

I should like to know if anyone eise has aeen the aame.— 
Tours, &C,

Sex heb Viva.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

'■Q. W. M.”—hfany thanka for the anecdote which, allhougb 
inleresling, is hardly important enough for publication, as there 
a n  so many caeea of a similar kind.

SOCIETY WORK ON SUNDAY, JULY 4th, Sie.

Prospectivc Notices, not exceutmg twenty-four morde, may be adiel 
to reporte i f  accompanied by slampt to the value of sixpmce.

Mabylebone Spibitualist Association.—Steimaay BaB, 
Lower Seymour-street, W .— Mrs. Cannock gave most successfg] 
clairvoyant descriptions to a large andience.—77, New Oxford 
Street, W.C.—On Monday, the 28th ult., Mrs. Mary Qordou 
gave fully-recognised descriptions. Mr. Leigh Hunt presided at 
both meetings Sunday next, see advt. on front page—D. N,

London Sfibitual Mission : 13b, Pembridge Place, Eap. 
water, JP,—Morning, address by Mr. Eroest Meads on “Initiatioe, 
Fast and Present” ; soloist, Mr. E. Godley; evening, address by 
Mrs. Mary Gordon on “  Knowledge.” For next week’a Services 
see front cover.—B.

Chürch o r  H ioheb Mysticism : t t ,  Princee-dreet, CaveniiA- 
square, W .—Mrs. Fairclough-Smith gave a powerful inspirationil 
address in the moming on “  God shall wipe away all teari fron 
their eyes,” and in the evening gave clairvoyant descriptions, all 
of which were duly recognised, affording great comfort to the 
recipients. For Sunday next see advertisement on front page.

Anebley, S.E.—4, Whbathill-road.—Trance address on 
“ What we do Beyond the Grave,” by Mr. Love. Trance addres 
every Snnday, 7 p.m.

F obest Gate, E . (Fobmbbly Stbatford).—E ablham Hall 
—Miss Violet Burton’s address, “  Behold I  Live,” wa9 mach 
appreciated. Mrs. E. Bryceson presided. Sunday next, Mt 
Mclntosh, address.—W . H. S.

WooLWiCH and Plumstead.—Memorial Service, Mn. 
Maunder, address and clairvoyance. June 30th, Mrs. Webster, 
address and clairvoyance. Sunday next, 3 p  m., Lyceum; 7 p m, 
Mrs. Orlowski, address and psychometry. Wednesday, Mn 
Neville.

H aokney.— 240a, Amhubst-boad, N.E.—Mrs. Beaumoot 
gave an address on “ Peace,” and convincing descriptions. 
Suuday moming meetings will be discontinued tili the eod of 
August. Sunday next, 7 p.m., Mr. A. H. Sarfas. IJsnal 
circles dnring the week.—N . R.

Wimbledon (thbough Abchwat, Nos. 4 and 5, Bboadwat),
—Mr. H. Fielder gave spiritual address. Sunday next, 7 p.m,
Mr. G. Prior, address; Miss Grace Prior, clairvoyance. Wei- 
nesday, public circle, Mrs. T. Brown. 2 Ist, special vial d 
Mrs. Susanna Harris, short address and clairvoyance

Bbighton.— Manchesteb-street (Opposite Aqdabium).-  
Excellent addresses and clairvoyance by Mr. Horace Lttf. 

.Sunday next, a t 11.15 am ., public circle; 7 p.m , Mr. E  G. 
Clarke, address ; 3 p  m., Lyceum. Tuesday, 3 p.m., private 
interviews ; public circle, 8 p.m. ; also Wednesday, 3 p.m.

Bbighton.— 78, W est Stbeet, F ibst F loob (Late Wixdsob 
Hall).—Mrs. Curry gave addresses and excellent clairvoyant 
descriptions both moming and evening. Sunday next, at
11.15 a.m. and 7 p.m., Mr. A. Yont Peters. Tuesdays, a13 and 
8, Mrs. Curry, clairvoyance. Thnredays, 8.15, public meeting 

Pbckham.— Lausanne H all, L ausanne-boad.—Momisf 
and evening, addresses and clairvoyance by Mr. A  Y. Peters.
Ist, Mrs. Podmore gave an  address, followed by clairvoyance. 
Snnday next, 11.30 a .m , Mr. Williams, address ; 7 p.m., Mia. 
Neville, clairvoyance. 18th, anniversary Services.—T. G. B.

Cbotdon.—Gymnasium H all, H igh-stbmt.—Mr. George 
PrioFs excellent address on “ Things that Matter ” was rauch 
appreciated. Snnday next, a t 11 am ., the President; at 7 p.m.,
Mr. Horace Leaf, address and clairvoyance. Thursdays, at 8, 
address and clairvoyance.

Stbattobd.— Idmiston-boad, Fobest-lane.—Address and 
clairvoyance by Mr. and M ra Connor. Ist, address and dam 
voyance by Mrs. Neville. Snnday next, a t 11.30 am., Fellow
ship ; 7 p.m., Mr. Trinder. 15th, M ra Peeling. 18th, Miss 
Woodhonse. 22nd, Mr. Dewar, lecture on “ Spirit Photognpby* 

Bbixton.— 143a, Stockwell Pabk-boad, S.W.—Mr. Dab 
gave an interesting address on “ The Way to Obtain Peace, 
Health, and Happineaa* Sunday next, 3 p.m., Lyceum; 7, I 
Mra. Maunder, address and clairvoyance. Thnnday, 15tb,
8 p m , M n  Mäander, “  Psychic Experiences ” and clairvoyinca 
18th, M ra Boddington.—H. W . N.

Clapham. — Howabd-stbeet. Wandswobth-boad. —Mn 
Brownjohn gave an address, followed by clairvoyance; Mn 
Simmons sang a solo. S n n d a y  n e x t ,  a t  11.16 a.m ., circle: 
a t  4 45 p .m ., A n n iv e rsa ry  Tea. t lc k e ts  6d. and 3d.;
7 p.m ., Mr. Sym ons. F r id a y , a t  8, p n b lic  meetlng. Joly 
2 0 ih , Mrs. M aunder.— F. K.

Cambebwbll New-boad.—Subbey Masonic Haut,—Mom
ing, address by Mies Graeter on “  Life After Death, and 
Eteraal Life ” ; evening, intereeting personal psychic experience 
by Mra Aldridge. Sunday next, 11 a m , Mr. A  A  Bailey ob 
“ Modem Spiritualism and Its  Neceaeity” ; 6 30 pnL, Mn 
Checketta on “  The Silver Thread,” I
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Battkbska.—Henley H all, H enley-street.—Morning, 
circle conducted by Mr. Asbley ; evening, address by Mr. Lund 
im “ The Purity of Spiritualism ” ; elairvoyance by Mrs. Lund. 
Cbrporal S. Williams attended the Lyceum Session. Is t inst, 
our legder gare an address on “ Clairvoyance and Psycbometry.” 
Snaday neit, at 11.30 am ., circle Service ; 7 p.m., Mrs. Annie 
BoddiDgton, address and clairvoyance. Tuesdays, a t 8, circle. 
Ttrarsday, 15tb, at8.30 p.m., Mrs. Bloodworth.—P. S.

Holloway.—Ghovedale H all, Grovedale-boad.—Morn- 
ing, Rev. David F. Stewart, M.A-, an address on “  Is Every Man 
my Brother ? ” whicb opened an interesting discussion; after- 
Doon, brigbt and instrnctive Session w ith Fulham Lyceum; 
evening, Mrs. S. Podmore, an address on “  Spiritualism ; and its 
Message,” followed by descriptions. Anthem by choir. 30th ult., 
Mrs. C. Pulham gave descriptions. Snnday next, 11.15 and 7, 
Mrs. E. A. Cannock. Wednesday, Rev. Wm. J . Piggott on 
“Foes to the Kingdom of tbe Spirit.” 18tb, Mrs. Mary Davies. 
Every Sunday at 3, Lyceum.—J. F .

Rdtmton-on-Thahes.—Absembly Rooms. Hampton Wich. 
—Mr. Haviland gave an interesting address on “ Spirit Identity.”

POBTSHOUTH.— 311, SOMEBB-BOAD, SOUTH8EA.— Addresses 
and clairvoyant descriptions by Mrs. Farr.—P.

Southampton Spibitualibt Chubch, Cavendish Grove.— 
-Address and clairvoyance by Mr. Mundy. Ist inst., Mrs. 
larvey.

Rxadino.—Spiritual Mission, Blaobavb-stbeet.— Mr. 
P.R. Street gave addresses on “  The Great Theme ” and “ More.” 
S8tb alt, clairvoyant descriptions by Mrs. Boddington.—C. S.

Tobquay.—Inspirational address by Mrs. Thistleton, “ In 
Setrch of God,” followed by recognised clairvoyance and messages. 
Ist inst, address by Mr. Rugg-Williams, and clairvoyance.

Portsmouth.—54, Cohmercial-boad.—Private Ben Edger 
pre an interesting address on “  Guidance in tbe Voyage of 
Life."—J. W. M.

Boubnbmoüth.—W ilberforce H all, H oldenhubst-boad. 
-Addreeses and descriptions by Mrs. A. Boddington, Ist in st, 
address by Mrs. E . Mann ; descriptions by Mrs. Martin.

Bristol.—Thomas-btbeet H all, Stokes Cboft.—Evening 
«vice conducted by Mr. Eddy, assisted by Mr. Watkins, who 
gsve clairvoyant descriptions. O ther usual meetings.—W. G.

PlTMOUVH.—Oddfellows H all, Mobley-stbeet.—Meeting 
conducted by Mrs. Farley, address by Mr. Lethbridge, clairvcy- 
anceby Mr. Sommers.—S. S.

Bieter. — Mablbobouoh H all. — Addresses by Mr. 
Klvin Frankish and Mrs. Letheren. Clairvoyant descriptions by 
Mn Letheren.—E. F.

Nottingham. — Mechanics’ Lecture H all. — Miss 
Florenee Morse gave addresses and descriptions, moming and 
evening.—H. E.

Southbnd.—Seance H all, Bboadway.— Mrs. Neville’s 
iddresaes, “ Do the Dead Return ? ” and “  Spirit Influence,” were 
mach appreciated. Her clairvoyance was good.—C. A .B .

Tottenham.—684. H igh  Road.— Mr. Hayward gave an 
address on “ What is Death ? ” and Mrs. Hayward clairvoyant 
decriptions.—N. D.

Birmingham.—Prince of W ales Absembly Rooms, Bboao- 
siBEBT.—Mrs. Taylor Woodall (W alsall) epoke a t botb Ser
vices, and gave clairvoyant descriptions. 5th, two meetings 
vere taken by Mrs. Taylor WoodalL—T. A.

Bieter—Dbuids’ H all, Market - strebt. — Morning, 
address by Mrs. Grainger on “  The Perfect Way ” followed by 
elairvoyance. Evening, address by Mr. C. Tarr on “ The 
Critidsm of Spiritnalism.” Clairvoyance by Mrs. Grainger.

Haeob Park, E.—Th ird  Avenue, Chubch-road.— 
Morning, healing Service ; afternoon, Lyceum ; evening, nplift- 
iag address and clairvoyance by Mrs. Miles Ord. 28th n l t,  
Ladies’ meetiog, address and clairvoyance by Mrs. Hayward. 
30th, Mr. Sewell spoke on “  Tbe Use of Training.”—E. M.

Southport.—Hawkshead Hall.—The local medinm, Ura. 
E. Scholes, spoke on “ Personal Psychic Rem in iscenc es ” and 
” Tbe Fotnre Reformation.” Descriptions by Mesdames Scholes, 
Cbamley, Newton, and Miss Larney. The Lyceum sbowed an 
mcreased attendance.—E B.

JIanob Park, E.—Corner of Shrewbbuby and Stbone 
roads.—Morning, spiritual healing Service conducted by Mr. 
B. W. Stevenson; afternoon, Lyceum ; evening, diaconree by 
Mr. ]. H. Carpenter on "  Tbe Heaning of Life ” ; anthem by 
tbe cboir.—S. T.

Portsmouth Temfle. —  Viotoria-boad South. — Mrs. 
Agatha Spicer paid a first visit, giving addresses on "Past, 
Present, and Futnre,” and “ The New Theology,” following each 
tiA  clairvoyant descriptions. 30th nlt., Miss Beaty Fletcber 
gare inspirational replies to written and verbal questions. Large 
•gdience; most interesting evening.—J .  G. McF.

REV. SUSANNA HARRIS
(American Psychic and Trampet Medium.)

Private Seance«, 7 p.m. (with the exception of Tuesdays and 
Fridayi), fee 10s. 6d. Each Sitter.

Private Sittings by Arrangement at 21t. Each Sitter.
AT

“  H u n s ta n to n  H ouse,” 18, E ndsle lgh  Gardens, N.W.
(Opposite Euston).

DR. ALFRED RÜSSEL WALLACE, O.M.,0  C.L.F.R.8 ,
Writes: &c.,

Of the more serious booka dealing with the etbics and philosophy ot 
Spiritualism I  will only direct tbe readera* attention to two

* Spirit Teaehings/ by W. Stalnton Moses, M.A., and ‘Psychic Philosophy as the Foundation of a Religion 
of Natural Law/ by V. C. Desertls.

To such who wish to obtain some knowledge of the higher aspecta 
of Modern Spiritualism I strongly recommend these two worka.

‘ S P I R I T  T E A C H I N G S ,’ 3/ 10, p o s t  free . 
4 P S Y C H I C  P H I L O S O P H Y /  3/ 10, 5 g g .

OFFICE OF LIGHT. U0. ST. MABTDTS LAKE. W.C.

T H O Ü G H T  LECTURES.
By FATHBR 8TEPHAN0.

Including New Series of Communications*
Given by Automatic Writing tbrough the Mediumahip of ‘ Yita ’ and 
‘ Mandola,* two ladiea who have had no experience or training io literary 

work of any kiod.
Ah the thought of one who haa eeen beyond eartb’e aorrowa.it ia more 
eapecially a book for the aorrowful and the saffering; it ii chiefly to 
help such that tbe lectnrea were given, and it ia to them the book ii 

dedicated.
F ifth  E dition , inclnding  Preface by F atber Stephano. 

121 pp. Prick Is. 2d. Post Free.
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