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“THE PENTECOSTAL SPIRIT RETURN MOVEMENT. to
set time has now come for “ SPIRITUAL REFORM " ; those interested
—tbat is, those who desire to know Eternal Truth, WerepeaItoDOf
not Belief only, bat to know their Father, whom men call G 1
Almvghty God—YOU should attend.

e give the following subfects as a few that perplex the mindsd
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Wh we came into this Life.
ngland Heathen ?
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Who was Jesns of Nazareth ?
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Why did He cgme and who sent Him, and what was HU Mssia?

What is Man ¢

Who are the Blind Leaders of the Blind ?

Where are the Angels ; are they bnried, if so, where ?

What is, and how to learn the ngel Iangnage

What is che Bible, how to read it, and is “ a11” Truth?

How and Why the’ English Bible does not agree with itself.

What are Prophets, and how they attain to that Cffice

Heaven and Hell, who makes them, and how made.

Where and what is the SplrltWorId or Heaven?

What are the laws that govern Splrlt Life, or Heaven?

Is every man and woman a child of God the Father, and hownu
may know ?

How and why man must repent, or working out jroor on
Salvation a Divine Law. .

Do the Chnrches teach the Truth, and what is Truth P

How to live whilst in the body of flesh and blood.

How treasures are laid up in Heaven.

Who is the God of War?

Where is Heaven’s door, and how to knock, and who are the poten
that open?
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Sunday Afternoons at SGp .m. Company Counsels will be held for te
teachmﬁ of Boys and Girls the mind and will of their Father, wow
men call God, and the laws of 8pirit Life.
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Luncheon can be faken in the Dlning Hall provided. Tea, Coffee. ad
Milk will be served at Id. per cup and glass. A plaln Tea also will W

%rowded for those attending Counsels at'4d. per head In the OinincM
hildren under 14 3d., 2nd"Child 2d-

AU communications 10 beaddresssd—

GENERAL OVERSEER,
Of the Pentecostal Spirit-Return Movement,
1723, ROMFORD ROAD, FORBST GATB, LONDON, E
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Trecurrert issue of the ““London Magazine ” contains
u Qlustrated article “Throngh tbe Trampet,” being an
lawurt of the mediurmsbip of Mrs. Etta Wriedt. 1t is
mittenby “An Investigator,” who gives an interesting
mﬂinl_c;]d the phenomena and shows hirrself well in-

feature worthy of notice in view of the ma%
aady ineccurate accounts of spirit manifestations whi
rez_itvhm the joumalist hés little or no knowledge of bis
rjet Here is an extract dealing with the general
iqEtsof the matter—

Ofthe importance of the snbject little need be said. The
history of mankind is tbe record of the congnest of the nn-
hiomi; from earliest recorded times man bas pereistently
desiredto know and trace bis destiny, and that the desire is as
efrongto-day as ever is ehown by the moltiplicity of eects and

coDtinned controversy raised by all the Problems of tbe

Mt ISby no means dogmatic. His one desire is to

&' knowledge of the trnth, believing, as he does, that

s of fntnrity are the _most important of alL He
tut&tOﬂEEreasonable inquirer, “Come and test the evidence
Lxjyoors,elf ,snbject tthanlfestatlons to every poseible scrotiny
(]'1, and when you arrive at a conclusion be

* » - *

Tre d:ser\ﬁtias on “Psychic Phenomena and their
Bgaetin” by Dr. Hyslop, in thia and last week’s issue
dLigt, are from the lengthy paper which he pre-
raedl to be read at the proposed Congress of the Occult
Siawsin Barin in the fatal August of last year.  They
aeidmittedly steiff reading for non-scientific spiritnalists,
ret they are well worth careful study, for they show how
trepatition isviewed by a man of science who, being him-
of convirced of the reality of onr Clains, chooses to eon
(obrthemfroma severely impartial standpoint. e have
Igg_ladned the position that, important asare the facta of

ic sdece, they are only a part of the gnestion and
aiyvelreblewhen they are bailt into the stractare of
glntadﬂnas awhole and found to form an integral part
This wes Well shown in the paper read by M. J. J.
Mieat South Place on the 20th inst. In the early portion

dDr Bpaper, of which we gave a short summary
ia I__igh|_tt_§19j 27th (p. lOS)gahe claimed that the
Spritzelist hes all the facta on bis sice.  In the later

portioni he enlarges thei |an|r_y and shows kﬂNlnTDSSlble
it is for tbe MAterialist to maintain his region of research
& a department cloaed againat what he derides as
“metapbyiics”—aince “the talk about matter ilself is
meUphytics,” eapecially the attempt tO eXplaln mental
SHES &5 functions of the bodily organlsm iritaalism
cewith facta of consciouanesa @S Well as wit phyS|caI
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“ Whbatsoeveb dotb u u i mahttest is light."—Paul.

[>Newiptper] P ricr Twopence.

facts, and can afford to dis the rmetaphysics which
meterialism sets itself also to diecard
# * *

There are sore effective pomte in that portlon of the
closely reagored argnments of Dr. Hyslop which appears
in our present issue. Moverrent withont contact, he pointe
ont, is supposed to he a violation of afuncamental law of
Nature—and yet we have the merinert compess, the
Mmegret, vurelees tel raphyand %Mtatlm all exh|b|t|ng
o afsr&ss—vmm al hI

, CONSC ich ia V\ayssperseml e
i’?sa no more miracnlons in |ts exietence after death than
before it. ey be rarer, bat they
renomaof oy chy | %Q“%%“'y' otk fen e

every-day li materialist cannot

that consciousness snrvives bodily death nmerely becaee it
evades his examination—it evades bim in this world also
We who have traced its signs beyond the dissolution of the
body can only say that it persists—we cannot say exeetly
howor why.  Aremerk of Dr. Hyslop in the portion of
his paper re-printed in this issue strack tu as havingawice
application—

It is not the credulons acceptance of tradition trat the
interrogation of the present moment that is the only safe test of

trnth. Not the past should Interpret the present, bot ralher
the present should interpret both the past and the fntnre.
. # * .

Referring to M. Horace Leafs article, ** Originality
and Inspiration” (p. 237), a correspondert writesi—

| think Mr. Horace Leaf has the wrong idea abontinspiration,
as if some ibings come from ourulre*and some from the spiritual
world ; unless we feel that seif is bat's recipient, and that all
thongfats are by inflax from the spiritual world, we are fanda-
mentally outside Spiritaalism proper which rests on the idea
that all thonght and feeling are inspired—sometimes by veiy
commonplace spirits, sometimes by migbty one?. Of eonrse
Dante, Milton and otbers received by inflox the prevailing
religioos concepts. It was becanse they were the concepte of the
spiritual world then that they prevailed amongst the men of the
Chnrch. The idea that spirits are necessarily a Century abead of
their times is peenliar in Spiritnalists who know gnite well that
those who have eist off the body remain still mach as they were
before bnt for the lass of this oater vesture.

This grestion of inspiration is a very wice oe. It
seerrs probable that the highest Qrestions of genios are not
the prodnets of any personal inspiration at all, bat are the
resnlt of infinences from the Universal life.  Thrs the
great nmsician may be a medium not for sore other great
nusician in the Unseen bt for the principle of Mrsic, his
capacity lying in his power of responee.

. * e #

Mediunsbip is not at all confined to the gnestion of
infinence traasmitted from “spirits™ to **nortals*—
we use the terms in their conmonly acoepted sensa
knowiog how slight is the difference.  Are we
continually meeting those who, rever having Ieamed
to think for thenselves, retail as their opinions the
views they have irabibed from their favorrite nens-
paper or some nore poeitiveminded friendt  Sore-
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timos it 18 a faw phrases repeated after the fasbion of the
parrot. These people aro * modiums”—of a sorfc.  Even
when they derelop fotbe degree of having a point of riete
of tbeir own, tbey may be still more or lass tbe subject of
the tbought influences around them, for thought is a kind
of atmosphere which inspires tbose responsivo to its influ-
ence. We bare noted tbe unanimity with which some of
onr best minds arrive at what are substantially tbe same
conclnsions regarding tbe underlying caiises of tbe war.
The same ideas came to each—the differences were mainly
those of the form in whbich it was expressed. The thinker
provides the matrix, the idea it encloses is part of the
nniversal life. As rcgards the idea of spirit inspiration, it
has become a wearisomo necessity in some cases to insist
upon the fact that man in the flesb being already as much
a spirit as he ever will be, the tendency to regard bim as
being dominated continually for good orevil by spirits out
of the flesb is merely a piece of abject Superstition.
* ff »

We have received several mimbers of a raonthly mega-
zine called “The Word,” ‘issued at Is. 6d. a copy, and
published and edited by H. W. Percival, 25, West 45th-
street, New York City, U.S.A. It is described as ““ devoted
to philosophy, Science, religion, Eastern thought, occultism,
theosophy, and the brotherhood of humanity,” a fairly
wide range! The articles comprise such subjects as
“ Beauty and Mysticism,” *“ The Golden Verses of Pytha-
goras,” “The Perfectibility of Man,” and (most over-
whelming of titles) “The Swastika in relation to Plato%
Atlantis and the Pyramid of Xochilcalco.” The Editor has
a series of articles on * Ghosts “—not the ordinary kind of
discarnate spirits, but the “desire ghosts of dead men”
and “ ghosts that never were men.” The former take the
shape of the predatory animals which most truly express
their nature, and, to continue their existence, have to feed
uiJon or through the desires of the living; the latter are our
old friends the elementals. M. Percival’s knowedge of
these phantoms seerrs to resermble Sam WellePs acquaint-
ance with London in being extensive and peculiar.  Those
who know the world of life, seen and unseen, to be governed
by law and not by fantasy and caprice will have no fear of
M. Percival’s “ ghosts,” but may even, like Charles Lamb,
willingly cultivate their acquaintance.

A GENERATION AGO.
(Fbom “Light” of Mat 30rH, 1885.)

Daring Mr. Eglinton’s recent visits to the Continent he met,
amongst others, the eminent French Society artist, M. Tissot,
whose attention was first attracted to Spiritualism through
reading Florence Marryat’s account of a materialisation* pub-
lished some months since in the colamns of this journaL M.
Tissot seized the opportunity of Mr. Eglinton’s toar abroad to
eommence a practical investigation of the subject, and so
intereeted did he become in what occurred that he has recently
paid a visit to London for the express puipose of continuing bis
inquiry.  After a searching investigation he has expressed
himself as thoroughly convinced of the reality of spiritual
phenomena. Hi« experience both in pjychograpby and material-
isation, especially the latter, was certainly most inarvellons, one
form which appeared having been indubitably recoguised by him
as that of a deceased friend.

Apropo» of materialisation, a Sensation is likely to be caused
in Society and the artistic world by the next picture from M.
Tissot’s penciL 1 am violating no confidence by stating that |
have seen a sketch which M. Tissot intends to issue as a mezzo-
tint. The subject is a materialisation as seen and drawn by the
artist on the spot, and it needs no assertion of mine to show that
a picture like this, from the hand of a master, is likely to prove
one of the pictures of the year.

—Editorial Notes.

LIGHT.
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THE EL1XIR OF YOUTH.

Life that Recks not of Years.
By H. Ebnest Hunt

Many people run their lives by the calendar and the clock,
and determine their existence by the mortality tables of msurance
Companies, or by accepting and auto-suggesting tbe idea of three-
score and ten as the limit of our earthly years. Whatan etra
ordinary effect such an idea has, in actually helping to aanp
and shorten the years that we have, can only be fally understood
by those who are familiar with the phenomena of Suggestionad
are able to trace its insidious inflaence in everyday life.

I should like to see “ growing old” scheduled as an irfee
tious disease, with the usual regulations as to.compnlsory rdifi-
cation, and so on. That it is infectious nobody who et
irapartially considered the question will deny. Wecomeinto
a world with onr minds blank tablets (or comparatively 5,
ready to receive the suggestions of our fellow-creaturea, ad
what do we find ?  Millions upon millions of apparently inelli-
gent people growing old, expecting to grow old, looking faverd
to it, and regarding it as the most natural thing in the wald
Millions upon millions of aucestors have left them legacies
similar expsctations, and consequently the amonnt of ddag
thought rampaut in the world is simply colossal. This is te
iufection with which the unformed mind is inoculated, and te
Suggestion that is inscribsd upon the clean tablets of the infat
brain.

It is only by becoming a rebel and an ontlaw to the anthority
of convention thit one is able, in some degree, to reject te
pornicions results that follow upon the acceptance of the tradition
of old age. Of conrse I shall be asked if | expect to live forever—
one has always to he prepared for gaestions of that dsoip
tion—and so it may bs as well to deal at once with some of tee
anticipated objections. No rebel has such an inflsted opiniondf
his own importance as to snppose that, becaose he hasconeupon
the scene, anthority is, by that very fact, to be regarded ashaving
said its last word. Anthority, as the Americans say, ‘hestte
goods,” and the rebel is often hard .put to it to keep his sin
intact: bat the mere question of the rebsl’ failure or ues
passes no jndgment upon the righteousness of his cause. Moan
expectations and achievements in this direction are therefore d
soant importance.

Your family Bible containsthe recorJ of your birth,andsas
that yon are already so many years old to-day, but howdftn
have we been told of the Bible that “the letter killeth bat te
spirit giveth life.” Yon may have been born intoa body somary
years ago, bat the body you now possess is ridiculously yoang, a
fresh creation probably not more tban a conple of yearsod in
tbe toughest part. Fonr months or so will suffice to see a thrmb
or finger nail renewed from end to end, a few weeks will regrov
Inches of hair, a broken bone is United in no very long while
and the softer portions of the anatomy are continually being re*
created at a proportionately rapid rate.

The body that yon were ill in several years ago is not the
body that yon have now, every ecrap of it is gone, and thereis
no heavenly reason why yon should suffer in your body tochy
for some ill that overtook your other body a long while buk
There’s an earthly reason, of conrse, and that iswhy | am pready*
ing flat rebellion here. The illness goes, bat tbe idea of i,
recorded in the subconscions mind and fixed in the brain, fonos
tbe pattern upon which the new body is continually being
formed. Thinking illness builds illness, and tbinking age bring!
age. There is no fixity or rigidity in tbe body save in de&ihy;
life is fInidity, action and growth—and thought power and tte
will supply the plan and pattern foronr growth. We knowthit
tbonghts are things, it bas become a truism to us, bat the nee
knowledge is no good to as unless we ose it. Thoughts mould
onr bodies jast as snrely as they do onr cbaracters, and if ve
prejudice onr prospects by thinking age and ill-bealth, who isto
blame save onrselves ?

The Bible truly records tbe dato of your birth, bat it dw
speaks of your “being made perfect through the renewingd
your mind,” and this is tbe spirit that giveth life. The whoe
book breathes re-generation and re-creation j its pages are fal
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 the influencQ of mind over matter. Nowhere does it give
avurfiree to the gospel 0! the Pessimist and say that because
yalare this, that, or the other, therefore you must remain so.
Frfromit Divine discontent—first cousin to flat rebellion—
ismitsteachiog, with ever at base the idea of renewal, re-birth,
re-moulding, re-making, in conformity with a epiritualised and
rereved outlook upon life. It would be superfluous to adduce
irstarees of the influence of the mind upon the body. Anyone
whoniahesto study or investigate this can find in hisown expe-
fieeand that of others, as well as in the large literature on the
abjedt, ample confirmation of the fact now generally acknow-
letedj but why in the name of reason does an age that prides
itself upon its practical views merely utilise this extraordinary
pover to meke the body old, still, decrepit, and inelaslic before
itstimel Ifitis possible to do something, why not do some-
thinggood 1
Trefact is, the expectation of old age is so firmly grounded
inasthat nothing short of a mental re-birth will dislodge it. If
vexeamenof seventy yearshale and hearty and in full possession
dfbis facnltics, we say it is marvellous ; we are full of wunder
asuh a thing, we never expected it. How unmistakably we
donthat our most real thooghts are those of a negative type,
howthoroughly we have assimilated the general old-age thought,
how indubitably we have succumbed to its infection. If we
thinkthat at seventy it will be a wonder if we are in possession
dfaur facnlties, are we, in the name of common-sense, iikely to
ke ater than senile wrecks? Nature, it is true, sometimes
wala seeming miracles in the teeth of our muddle-headed
Quaition, but if in spite of all our ill-directed thinking we
dodd succeed in reaching the fourscore years with our
brairs intact, then least of all shall we have ourselves to
therk
It seerrs @ work of supererogation to labour the obvious, and
todrawdeductions that are plain to everyone, hut there are two
pairts that may be spccially emphasised.  Put in baldeat fashion
theyare, first, that as a mere matter of self-interest we should
imediately cease to admit the thought of old age and its
acoonpenying disabilities into our minds, and by denying them
edaene in the thought world so limit and circumscribe their
inflerce over onr livea : and, second, that we should vigorously
adoften inbuild these ideals of continuing youth and energy,
whilst mentally rejecting any impressions that clash with the
hopeful and helpful conditions that we postulate.  Stiffness and
rigidity of idea is natutally followed by stiffness of limb. If
theconnecting of these two consonances surprises you, then you
dill have something more to learn : but if you will look around
aall the gouty and rheumatic individuale you know, you will
inall probability discover that parallel rigidity of mind and
body; and the sole problem then before you will be to decide
whichcane first, the gout or the obstinacy 1
Inthe ordinary way, and barring accidents, you must, before
yourbody gives out, be dead mentally, and people who are old
inyearsand young in mind and body owe their activity to the
renewing of their minds ; only too often do we see a person who
besworked long and effectively in harness fall at once to pieces
whenthe absorbing interest of the mind is withdrawn. Ali the
fedaas we know them point to this vital inflnence of the mind
and therefore, if we are young, then by all manner of means let
wsdetermine to stay young; and if the Bible says we are already
atgripawith Anno Domini%hen let us rebuild our forgotten
yauth and bring hack to mind and body the suppleness of which
apthinks to rob us. The spirit of the Bible bids us be bom
aggin, in fine disregard of the letter which teils ns of the yearly
toll of birthdays that has passed.  So, if we have, as the prelude
to cecay, already hegnn to stiffen and stagnate, let us at once
becore alive again, and, fixing our eyes on youth, cast birthdays
andanniversaries into the limbo of forgotten things. Thua shall
wveadd our mite toward the overcoming of that last of all
antagonists, death, and though the final victory caunot appear for
vast cycles of time, yet even now, by opposing the well-nigh
universal thought-current that sets in the direction of age and
decay and'finally death, we can do no little Service to ourselves
and at the eatne time know that, puny though our efforts be, in

the cosmic scheine of things no striving, however faint and feeble,
is W&ited in the void.
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SPIRITUALIST MAY MEETINGS IN LONDON.

Mn. J. J. Morse on “The Enigma of Death.”

One of the outstanding occasions of special interest in our
movement is always the annual gatheringa held in South Place
Institute, ander the auspices of the Union of London Spirit-
ualist?. The fourteenth of these Conventions tock place on
Thursday, the 20th inst, and was not less succesaful than its
predecessors. The Chaiiman of the Union, Mr. George Tayler
Qwinn (who this year isalso chairman of the larger body, the
Spiritualists’ National Union), as usual presided at all three
meetings. The morning meeting opened with a beautiful invo-
cation by Mrs. Maiy Gordon. Mr. Gwinn then addressed
a few words of welcome to the aseembly, and after Mme. de
Beaurepaire had delighted the andience with Haydn’s lovely air,
“ With Yerdnre Clad,” he called on Mr. J. J. Morse to give bis
promised paper.

The following is an abstract of Mr. Morse’ paper. It may
be mentioned that in introdncing it he called bis hearers’ atten-
tion to the fact that its title was followed by a note of interro-
gation, “The Enigma of Death : a Solution 1”—which meant
that he did not wishto iinply that what he offered wes necessarily

the solution, bat only that it wes the one that cccurred
to him:—

THE ENGVA OF DEATH: A 80LUTION?

In the conrse of his introdnctory remarks Mr. Morse referred
to the terrific scenes on the battle-fields of central Europe. W\
read of death in ahandred form?, and the pity of it wes that
while religion was powerless to stay the awful destruction of life,
Science was prostituted to the Service of Wholesale murder.

In the hush of the sick room death was often sad enough.
The departing soul had, nevertheless, the comfort of love,
sympathy and Service, and such con*olations as religion and
fortitude could supply. But even then the great question came
up—"* If a man die, shall he live again ?” Where so little
seemed to be known we accepted death as the uuescapable fact
of all our lives and “ muddled through” with what grace we
might.

Nevertheless, death wasas natural as life. As a Spiritualist,
he (the lecturer) was fully conversaut with the evidences of
“ man’s survival of bodily death,” but could we say that proof of
survival was sufficient? In his opinion it wes only half the
case, and from his point of view the least important half of the
case. To proceed in logical eequence they must begin by
studying birth and what it involved.

THE ENGVA OF BIRTH

Which was the greater enigma, birth or death? In other
words,conld they find the reason for death in the living organismt
If not, then the enigma remained insoluble. Bat “if we can

find in the thing that is the evidence of the thing that is to be,
then the enigma is soluble.”

Proceeding, Mr. Morse said :—

SoDie hold that “life” isa thing. 1|do not To me it is
a collective manifestation. | hold that a stoue, a tree, or a
physical form is possessed of “ life” ; that, in a word, there is no
such thing as “ dead ” matter. Protoplasmic cells represent the
first forms of the manifestation of life, and the union of two
cells, a nucleus, is the first form of the human embryo. Their
commingling results in the liberation of the energy stored in
each, and therefrom arises a third form of activity, expressed in
the terms of foctal growth as the natural sequence. But the
primal energies of the cells were inherent therein. The proto-
plasmic nucleus may be considered as a Chemical base. | say
may, because the point is not strictly determined. But if it is,
then the gestatory processes apparently result in the transforming
of a seemingly Chemical substance into a living organism. As
ordinarily underatood, death results from the disintegration of the
living tissues. But the point is birth and its precedent matter?.

The human embryo passes through well-knowa stages of
development, representalive of the varioos kingdoms of the
physical world, rising Step by step until the human plane is
reached. Telluric history is repeated ; in aword, the macrocosm
is duplicated in the microcosm—Van.

Put in another way, there is no doubt that the human
machine is the most marvellous piece of mechanism on earth.
I hold it is self-contaiued, aud fully adequate to auy demand



made upon it, and that it has the potentiality of a still more
effective form for the ezpression of its primal purposes. Roughly
put, gestation effects the differentiation of the primal baee into
form, Sensation (irritability), instinct, conscionsnese, and in-
telligsnce. Ko matter the natare of the Personality prodnced,
the conrce of foetal development is identicaL | téte it that the
hnman heing, physically considered, is the snm of Natnre, hnt
that the prodacing thereof is not the fnll sum of the work of
Natnre.

Jndged from one standpoint, there is nothing higher than
intelligence, nor a more effective servant to intelligence than
will, and both are the resnlt of self-conscionsnesa As Descartes
puts it, Coffilo ergotum (I think, therefore I am).

tNDEVIDUAL  CONSCIOUBNESS.

The career of the individual isgestation, adolescence, matnrity,
decline and decay, and finally death. The latter process is not
by any means so simple as nntrained obtervers imagine, for death
is marked by a ceries of distinetive phenomena in the udying ¢
of the body. Dr. J. Starr Jordan has described man’ conscious-
ness as multiple, “colonial conscionsnese ” is bis phrase,in which
Organs and nerve ganglia have their separate conscionsnese, which,
in reciprocal action, constitnte a co-ordinating whole. Bat this
seems to ignore the snpreme governing power in the self-
conscionsness itself. For organ and fnnclion are snhject to the
major eontrol of “myself,” or onr involnntary activities are
inexplicable. Kow, the eztinction of the individual raises some
highly important qoestions :—

Was that seif-conscionsnese a latent poeaibility of these
primal cells 1

Are the hodily Organs through which that eelf-con-
sciousness manifests vehicles for its manifestation, or
srorces of its origin |

Is the dissolntion of thg body synchronons with the
dissipating of that which we call self-conscionsness f

If the latter is not the case, by what means is self-
consciousnese continued after hodily death 1

Not being a btliever in the idem that “eomething” is put
into man eitker before or after bis birth, | answer my first
queetion in the affirmative. The first Portion of my gecond
gnestion | also answer in the affirmative, bnt the second portion
| answer decidedly in the negative, Dr. Jordan notwithstanding.
liy third gnery is the erneial one, and on its answer depends
the snperstrnctnre | am endeavonring to raise ; while on the
answer to my last gnery the case ior an individuated snrvival of
self-conscionsness entirely depends. These points are the
enigma of death.

THE THREE AUTHORITIESe

Continning, Mr. Morse eaid we could queetion three authori-
ties upon death—Religion, Science and Katnre. Religion, while
providing eonsolation, affoided no explanation of the necessity
of death nor of its circnmstances. Medical Science dealt only
with the external physiological processes of dying, Pbyeical
Science passed the matter as not being within its pnrview,
while Biology concemed itself with effects rather than with
cansea. Lastly,.Nature left ns to onr own devices, for beyond the
nnivenality of death the “ great mother” seemed to help ns
notat all

Aliudlug to the vast processes of cosmic evolntion from
primordial fite mist to snns, from snns to worlds, from worldsto
planetary Systems, from mineral to vegetable, from the amceha
through all the ascending grades to the hnman, the lecturer aeked
if it was conceivable that all this migkty expenditnre of energy
was pnt forth to resnlt in the prodnction of a mannikin that
wonld ehuffle acroes the world’s Etage for threescore years and
ten, and then “ be cast as rubbish to the void” 1

THE CONSERVATION OF ENEROY.

They had been told that energy was indestructible, bnt for the
moment he was not dealing with forms or vehicles of expression.
To bis mind, energy was eomething which might be more snit-
ably called God. 1t was becanse of his belief that this energy wasa
Divine Energy that he claimed that onr snrvival of bodily death
was an inevitable segnence to the mighty processes which had
resnlted in bringing man upon the Scene.

Really, we have reached the gnestion: Is this life a rudi-
mentary state precediog fnrther and higher Steges of persona)
beingt If so, the enigma of death is reaolvable. If not, then
death is dying in very truth. Appsrenlly physics can afford us
Lo answer. Will peycbic research help ns?

THE 8UPRA-PHYSICAL BODY.

We were fairly well acgnainted with the noraiil
of man, yet from the days of Mesmer the World had hed
sented to it evidence of the functioning of conaciouinta ilo|
supra-normal lines of action. There was abundant andim
fragable evidence that men conld see withont eytt, u &
William Barrett and other eminent authorities had proed h
was axiomatic that in Katnre nothing was useleet or weeted If
the sopra functions existed they reqoired Organssdspted lotsr
expression. That meant a snpra-organism to be relcased Ins
the body at death.

As onr pbyeical bodiea snstain a relativity to this plaei
being, therefore that other body must snstain a relativity toi
plane of being comparable to its natnre and regnirementa jf
that case the necessity of a sopra world is spparent Trelay
is the corollary of the first, for they stand in the relatioud
precedent and sncceedent. As Charles Dawbara hat ad
“ Death is a critical point,” and, let me add, an isgres intoi
larger life, fcr we cannot limit the expsnsion of the Dvie
immanency in ns. Death is also, it wonld seem, the aisis
physical evolntion as considered in relation to the career of tit
individual. The Divine Energy is conserved, and ore nayk
pardoned for thinking that it is etemal perte. Bnt that opta
other gnestions, so it need not now be pnrsned.

THE DEATH PROCESSES.

What were the processes involved in bodily deth)
Primarily, of conrse, the snspension of the nntritive proctagte
gradnal rednction of the actions of onr major Organs, the gackdl
deadening of the nerves and the diminishing of circnlationad
respiration. The hlood became more or less toxic as the veaa
fluid exceeded the arterial. The base of the hrain wasaffeded,
and the nervous System failed to respond to the aooostoosd
Stimuli. Bsdily Sensation diminished, heart action drdeed
and respiration decreased. Bnt the “ death” process dleded
different parts of the organism in different waya There wen
periods in the process, there were what might be called thedsth
of the mnscnlar System, of the two brains, and of the hem
spheres of the euperior brain. Dying, physically comsidered, in
a complex process, and not an immediate and conplete evest
Medical men admitted that dying (apart from moral caoes) trat
free from p&in when disease had rnn its conrse. Bnt ah thii
related to the physiological phenomena associated with dyirg
There was another aspect of the matter to be considered.

The psychological aspect of death was concemed with tre
emission from the dying organism of the snpra organism If
the textnre of that organism was interwoven with the phyool
body then its liberation must he considered. Each hodily cel
must render np its gnota, and the inner central energy wrid
make its call npon all these contribntoriea Bnt in the studyd
this part of the gnestion psychics not physics were onr reed
Under what was commonly called mesmeric eontrol, Andrei
Jackson Davis had described wbat he ohserved of the pracvH
of dying. He entered volnntarily into what he denomireted
*“ the superior condition,” a high form of personal clsirvoyanet
His deacription was too long to gnote, hnt it could be fornd ia
fnll in a little pamphlet entitled “ The Philoeophy of Death*
He told us, in snbstance, that the central pivot (really the pairt
of conscionsnees) emerged from the superior brain, and attraeted
to it the ethereal elementa constituting the snpra body—thet
these enveloped the head of the dying form, and preaently this
sunlike halo aseumed shape and form. In appearance this fam
Davis told us, was human, bnt of such a natnre as was the risag
epirit when its bodily envelope was at its prime. Here, ten
was the grand climax of Nature’s work in the making of s nun,
Unding bim through this world, and providing him with te
ahining raiment of the next life.

NO ENIOVA

Looked at in this way there was no Enigma of Death. It
was part of the natural Order of being—an episode in a caes,
not the delermination of a conrse.

Referring to his treatment of the snhject, the Speaker s
tinued

It will be noticed that | bave kept almost entirely elear of
the besten track familidr to BpiritnaliaU. Thu has been dore
advisedly, for to follow such lines wonld have resnltsd is
preaching to the converted. Kot only that, my point, or oneof
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them st leist, wonld have been missed. My desire was to Sup-
plenert the post-mortem evidences which Spiritualism piesents
with the inte-mortem proofs and evidenea that there is in
gm, her« and now, the proof of the fact that he possesses
vithin hinvnelf the warrant cE his snrrival of badily death. It
ieudless to arge some minds to accept the facts of epirit retnrn
mies you can convince them that there is a something in man
sie that will pereist after death. Time has been wasted by the
praentatioc of the a priori side of the case. The sneeeedent
Med becaose the precedent was not eetablished.

THE ARGUVENT OF 8PIRITUALISM.
In eonclosion, Mr. Morse said:—

The facts of Spiritualism establish man$ survivaL | say
thii nnhesitatingly and unegniTocally. Onr media are the
jraoit-diy liring witnesses of the ezistence of the supra-
aoroal powere to which reference has been made. (My heartieet
prayer is that what we call *“ mediumship ” may be more intelli-

| gertlyand pereistently inveatigated.) Mediums are the fonnda-
tias of any ultimately acceptable scheine of psychic Science.
Tteir psychic faculties are the link between the normal world
adthe snpra-normal world. Those facnlties are the points of
eortact between the two States of life.  We have advanced since
the days of “Sludge the Medium.” We have been helped by
the laboure of the Society for Psychical Research.

Mot a
Me help has come through Theosopby. The mesmerist
ind the bypnotist have contribnted mach. More light is

recd, for we must establish, and firmly, the fact that
mmral depends upon the present ezistence of the thing
thatisto survive. In one. sense, it is trne that the enigma of
drath, sofar as its results are concerned, can only be solved by
thedead, for they alone are the ultimate anthorities of their own
liftand state. Bat my solution of the enigma is in the eteraal
persistence of the Divine Energy as individuated in the self-

eorsdas Personality of man. My closing thought is ezpressed
inthe words that are familidr to all Spiritualists gS

There is no death in Qod’s wide world,
Tis one etemal scene of change;
The flsg of life is never furled,
It only taketh wider range.

Qa8 “Tyltyl” said in that famous chnrchyard scene in Maeter-
lincks *“ Blue Bird ” :—

mThere are no dead !”

Atthe cloee of the paper The Chaibhan invited goestions
adcomments.  Several members of the andience took advan-
tage of the invitation, and the points they raised were dealt
with veiy bappily by Mr. Morse, though some of them—such,
forinstance, as the question whether interment or cremation
wu to be regarded as the heller method of disposing of the
Dortil lemains of onr departed friends—hore but an indirect
relation to the subject of the paper.

Db. Abbahah Wallace referred to some interesting ez-
periments he had been making in conjunction with a friend in
connection with the human aura or perisprit, but the time for
liring these to the world was not yet ripe. He added a wotd
of hearty thanks to Mr. Morse for his very interesting lecture.

Mb. Mobsb, in a few conclnding words, gave ezpression to his
intereet in Dr. Wallaces Statement, and his hope that the Doctor
ind his friend would be able later to allow the result of their
nscarches to become public. He also ezpressed his thorough
sgreement with one of the Speakers who bad deprecated too
great attention beisg paid to the rational side of things to the
reglect of the emotional There was, he agreed, something
nore in the world than pure reason ; there were feelings,
enotioM iffections, the graces of the spirit, the interior things
af onr lives, which, if we were only trne to them, wonld save
wsfromauch terrible calamities as war.

A full report of the afternoon and evening meetinga will
appear nezt weck.

Tbe Union of London Spibitdalists Will hold its Annnal
Ctmp Meeting at King’s Oak, High Beech, Epping Forest, on
Detarday, June 6tb, 1916. Rtllies at 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. respec-
tively at tbe “Boeerrille Retreat.” Tea at 4.30 prompt
Adolfs Bd j Children 8d. Tickets may be obtained from aocietiea
and on Oamp («round.  Meeting ander cover if wet. Book to
Loughton or Chingford Station» (G.E.R). Conveyances at the
Istter if deelied.—E. Aloock Rush, Hon. See.
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PSYCHIC P1CTURES AND PSYCHIC
PHOTOCRAPHY.

By invitation of the President and Committee of the “ W. T.
Stead” Bordeiland Library and Bnrean, a large gatbering of
members and friends attended an At Home at the London resi-
dence of Lady Muir MacKenzie on Tuesday, the 18th inst.,
when Miss Clarissa Miles ezbibited some of Mrs. Annie K.
Diver’s well-known psychic paintings, Mr. Cowper Coles dis-
played tbe results of his own ezperiments in psychic photo-
grspby, and Miss Felicia R. Scatcherd offered some ezplanatory
retnarks on both classes of these prodnctions.

Ladt Mdib MacKenzie baving welcomed tbe visitors and
briefly described the nature of tbe ezbibits and their signifi-
cance in view of the evolntion towards bigber planes of thought
and feeling tbrougb which bumanily is now passing,

Miss Clabissa Miles delivered an address descriptive of
Mrs. Diver’s paintiugs, some of which had been reproduced in
the magazines. Mrs. Diver bad received tbem as a sign of coming
events. Most of the pictnres bad a bearing on Eyypt, that
mystical country which was destined to play a pari in the future
of the world’s history. It was a curions fact that on several
occasions Mrs. Diver’s pictnres had been drawn just before some
event which corresponded with the subject of the pictnre. Mrs.
Diver bad stndied art in the ordinary way when at school, but
these paintings prodnced by her were entirely unlike anything
ehe bad ever imagined. They were prodnced under a curions
inlluence, and very rapidly—sometimes tbree in one evening.
The first fifty-three pictnres were painted in abont riz weeks.
Since tben she bad finished nearly a handred. It was believed
that these paintings were intended asa form of spiritual evidencs
—to convince the world of the nearnessof tbe spiritrealm. The
pictnres which dealt with India, China and otber conntries
seemed to point to tbe coming nnity of nations and races.

Miss Felicia Scatchebd gave an interesting acconnt of
Mr. Cowper Coles’ ezperiments in spirit photography. Mr. Coles
is s scientist with no biss in fsvonr of Spiritism. He tried
the ezperiment of photographing an empty chair. Varions
lights were shown on the plates when developed; afterwards
there were discernible faint ontlines cniminating in the appear-
ance of an old lady sitiing in the chair. He showed the photo-
graphs to his sister, who ezclaimed, “ Why, where did you get
that pictnre of our old nnrse 1” The portrait was recognised by
the family. Miss Scatcherd dealt also with the results of well-
known ezperiments of MM. Dsrget and Baiaduc.

Mb G. R. S. Meas followed with an acconnt of the well-
known Schrenck Notzing ezperiments in materialisation and the
photographs taken of the phenomenon in its varions phases.

Many persona well known in the world of psychic ezperiment
and ingniry were present and the varions ezhibits were objects
of deep interest Mrs. Diver’s paintings, it was observed, were
not only distingniehed by artistic beanty, but their allegorical
significance was of profoond interest. Many of the Symbols

contained in the pictnres were entirely onknown to her, either
as to their form or meaning.

"LIGHT" "TRIAL" SUBSCRIPTION.

As an inducement to new and casual readers to become
snbacribers, Light will be sent for tbirteen weeks, post free,
for 2a, as a “trial™ snbscription. It is snggested that regulér
readers who have friends to whom they wonld like to introdnce
the paper should avail themselves of Ibis oller, and forward to
the Manager of Light at this office the names and addresees
of auch friends, npon receipt of which, togelher with the

requisite poetal order, he will be plessed to send Light to them
by post as stated above.

“0. M.” (“The Occult Messenger”) for May contaios the
boroscope of the asiling of the “ Lnsitania” npon her fatal
voyage, wbich is said to affoid indications of the eudden end of
tbe noble ship. The editor contributes a lengtby paper <n
“ Personal Magnetism.” President Wilson is the subject of >be

mpnth’acbaracter eketch and delineetion. The “ Telepathie War
News” is, we notice, discontinned.
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ILLUSION AND REALITY.

A great part of the labour of those who are making
the path straight for the spiritual evolution of humanity
lies in the Clearing away of everything in the nature of
“mystery "—by which we mean not so much the problcms
that arise naturally, but that artificial mesh of obscurity
which has heen wovon about the subjects with which
Light is peculiarly concerned. We are confronted at times
with complex and pretentious Systems, from which the
element of reason seems to have fled, with philosophies
which appear to be deep mercly because they are muddy,
and with terms which convey little or nothing to the mind
because they are the outcome of confused thinking. Self-
interest is occasionally at work in making confusion worse
confounded with a view to keeping the new knowledge as
a private preserve, and there is apparent also the presence
of that very human desire to terrify and baffle the simple-
minded. The occult side of life breeds numerous Sir
Grades and Great Panjandrums who desire the kow-tows
of the multitude and represent themselves as the Custodians
of deep and awful secrets—the self-constituted wardens of
.the gate.

Yet the way is clear and simple enougb, as are all the
ways of Nature. The same qualities that will take a man
successfully through the highway of life in tbis world will
carry him no less successfully through the things that
helong to the spirit, for the two worlds blend imperceptibly.
None but ourselves holds our ‘steps back from the know-
ledge of unseen things. None eise can warn us off or give
ub admission to any Tetnple of the Mysteries. Growth in
self-knowledge is the only passport; and the only authori-
ties for that knowledge are Iteason and Experience and
not auy man or body of men, any book or library of books.
The men and the books can help us only if they are the
right men and the right books. The question of right teach-
ing is a matter of judgment, instinctive in tho mind that
desires only truth. The pompous assumption of authority
or exclusive knowledge, of a desire to dominate or to
coerce, settles instantly for such a mind the quality of
the teaching and the character of the teacher. So also does
any claim to provide quick and easy ways—short cuts”
to the truth.

God is always reasonable. Nature is ahvays simple,
and by that token we may know that unreason and tor-
tuosity lead away from and not towards them.  We work
from diversity to unity. All the taugled Strands somewbere
blend into one.  The deep sanctities and mysteries of tho
Spirit are guarded from profanation by Universal laws, and
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not by any hierarchies of persons whatever thsir atan
ments in power or wisdom. Nothing can keep franm
that which we are fitted to receive. The laws of Iif,
are mathematically just. ~ 1Things are arranged for trath
and benefit,” and everywhere the spirit preserves itdl
inviolate.

We speak of evils—injustice, tyranny, fraud, corfusion
—but there are nono of these anywhere in the Universe
Under all the appearance of these things is Laweternaland
immutable, holding everything in its compass, unchviating
by even the breadth of a hair. Where it is not may bedes
and imagined devils may work their devilries udodad
but there is no place where it is not. The great Law is reet
broken, the great Purpose never defeated; they vindicate
themselves triumphantly in the most trivial details ofedst-
ence. All doctrines that treat of evils or defects inrerent
in Nature stand self-convicted of reading into theUnirerse
their own imperfections. We are deceived by appearanca
but never by realities. Under a thousand shans ad
falsities the Beal remains untouched aud untarnishcd.

We are self-limited. We struggle to bear ourselves ip
on a tide that would carry us lightly and without friction
if we but trusted ourselves to its care. Our activities
should be the natural play of the life within us, ar
thoughts the quiet breathings of inspiration, orcery,
efibrtless.  We see obstacles where there are no dstedea
and surround ourselves with a legion of illusions ad
chimeras that have no place anywhere in life. We sgarde
one thing from another and consider them apart and ae
forthwith immersed in futile speculations and ede
perplexities.  We divorce ourselves in imagination fram
the world and find it by the same fact unintelligible; ve
separate ourselves in thought from our fellows and fida
conflict of interests. We see wonders in the prerorerd
manifestations of another life and behold no wonderinthat
common life which is the source of them all. We antgo
shrink, are terrified because we are still under the dominion
of the senses—and have not yet entered into full poess
sion of our souls. But as one by one we enter into thet
great inheritance the shadows will flee away, the darkress
be burnt up in a great sunrise, all the scattered thirca
bo blended into a Divine Unity,

“M.A. (OXON)” AND THE EVENTS OF TO-DAY.

A correspondent calls our attention to the following pessage
in one of the Note Books of the Rav. William Stainton Musss
(“M.A, Oxon”). The bookin question isNo. 13and the passage
has a certain bearing on the present great crisis :—

We told you that the physical had given place to the intel-
lectual, and that an epoch was now opening when the epiritual
man should be developed. The race of man will have a new
development, and the medium is the type of the spiritual
development of the foture. Many times have great spiritt
endeavoured to develop in the race of men this spiritual faculty,
but in vain—and now that the present attempt seems mors
likely to succeed, we still fear for the difficnltiés that surronnd
it, The transition period will be beset with snares and confr-
sion, insomuch that many will fall away, considering that evil is
being wrought. .

The minds of men mast further suffer perplexity from the
tnmalte incident to the upheaval that must accompsny this
epoch. The acum will rise to the surface of the seething vessel,
and many will think of it, and not of the pnrification that is
going on below. Even as it was in thedays when theSpnof Mio,
the Teacher of a higher fsith than man then had, was on earth,
so is it now. And yol must not prophesy to yourself smooth
things, or count on days of ease. .

We warn them (men) of this, for we woald not delude. . j
The present generation [1874] must pass away before men know
of the truth.  Meautime is the season of preparalion.

To work in au orderly way if it be combined with persiatency
gives a man an immense ad vantage over others who may excel
him in cleverness and originality.—Pebct Gabuner.
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SPIRIrUALISM AND THE PROBLEMS RAILSED
BY THE WAR.

By E. Wake Cook.

II.—The Wobld Puri'Gse.

The discernment of a Divine ldea, Plan or Purpose under-
lyiog the tumult of events would give us an invaluable working
hypothesia.  Bat euch discernment, euch insight, is conspicuous
byits absence.  Professor Cramb in bis admirable “ Origins and
Dedtiny of Imperial Britain,” with bis immense learning and
mystic insight, is led to tbe verge of tbe discovery ; but the
true idea istoo obvious to be seen. We search afar for wbat is
ander our nose.  Science leads up to it, but fails to grasp tbe
great trntb to wbicb all its evidence points.

All the manifold forces of Nature subserve tbe great pur-
poee of Organisation.  All tbe myriad suns and their attendant
plarets whirling in tbe abysmal deptbs of space move musically
witha niceneaa of adjustment beyond telling. Descending to
euth, we find that every particle is an image of tbe whole, as
the scientists ate telling us seventy years after Spiritualists had
umonnced the fact  The infinitesimal atom is now pictured as
i sott of miniature solar System of whirling electrons. Nature
organisea these into molecules ; then, with wondrous artistry,
de organiees the molecules into tbe multitudinous forms of
the sensible World, and all tbe lower forms and faculties are

synthesised in Man.  The Organisation of all the minor
foms is repeated in ever-ascending and incteasing com-
plexity, and all find tbeir apotheosis in Man. Think bow all

the progre88ed particles from every realm of Nature are

ordered and combined by her purposive activities into the
bewildering complezities of tbe human body! Thbe age of
miracles bas not passed wbile a human form exists. Having

taken tbese Steps in an obvious induction, can we resist the
inevitable conclusion tbat man in bis tum is being treated by
Mother Nature as tbe unit, tbe molecule, and is being organised
willy-nilly into a vaster organism, in strict analogy with the
wonders of the human body 1 But conscious beings, gifted with
a certain amount of freedom of choice, cannot be moved like
unconscious entities; so they are moved from within, coerced by
their necessities, energised by tbheir passions, urged by fears, or
lored by ideals, ambitions and desires, to fulfil Nature’s pur-
pose, to embody the Divine ldea. All actions, good, bad and
indifferent, are overruled to tbe one end; tberefore we must
aseurre that to be Nature’s purpose, or the Will of Qod, phrased
religiously. We are neck-deep in oceanic currents, in a Gulf
Stream setting towards a dimly discerned goal; we are free to
swim against it as vigorously as we please, but we are carried
thither all tbe same. This goal is variously pictured, but is
Inndamentally tbe same ; some Millennial ideal; a Utopian
aspiration for peace and unity; a New Jerusalem, a New
Atlantis; the realisation of tbe Brotherhood of Man, the
Federation of tbe World. Nature’s purpose thus blossoms in
onr raiud; but wbile the ideal is dimly discerned, the right
meanaare not, and natural impatience prompte to futile short-
cuts ending in disappointment.  The ideal is too vaguely
pictured to indicate tbe means ; but once we conceive the idea
of uniting tbe wbole of mankind into a vast Organisation,
analogous to the human organism, tben glimmerings of tbe means
break inupon our darkness.  All our blundering comes of taking
right tasks in the wrong Order,_busying ourselves with the
aléplé ere we bave finished with tbe foundations. Take our
tasks in tbeir right Order, then the work of our bands will
increasingly prosper.

The first Step, manifestly, is to perfect all forms of Organi-
sation, and to Bpread it tbroughout tbe whole earth. All peoples
must be linked up and brought into line.  While there are
berbarism end dozing or backward peoples, war and aggression
will go on.  All must be infused with palpitating life and
brought jnto touch with all otbers. All discoveries must have
world-wide Publicity, and the feeling of brotherhood, of the
«olidarity of the race, be first propagated along these material
linse Bearing in mind always tbe analogy of the wonderful
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human organism as tbe ultimate aim, we see tbat veins and

arteries must be driven everywbere, so tbat the life-sustaining

Products can circulate freely tbroughout tbe wbole vast Organi-

sation. AIll must be kept in instant touch by nerves which

report to headquarters all bappenings. Tbhese veins, arteries,
and nerves are the roads, rails, trade routes, and tbe telegraph
wires and cables. The analogy is strangely complete ; and
wbatever there may be of pletbora, deartb, congestion, bad
circulation, whicbh causes disease in tbe human organism, bas its
parallel in tbe vaster Organisation of mankind.

Having announced tbe work to be done, we eee that man-
kind is carrying out its first great task unconsciously, but with
feverisb energy. Coerced by tbe pressure of over-population to
seek outlets for its energy, and new homes in new worlds;
lured by scientific ardour of discovery, the 16st of gold and of
commerce, by love of adventure, tbe bigh, self-sacrificing
missionary enterprise, military ambitions and the urge of con-
quest, men are being driven abroad, to the blistering beat of the
tropics, or tbe icy blaste of the Poles. Nothing can stay this
restless impulse to carry out unconsciously Nature’s, or God’s,
own purpose. Organisation gives power, and will exert pressure
until equilibrium is attained by counter Organisation. Laiger
organisations absorb the smaller, and tbere can be no halt or
regres8 until it is world-wide. War bas been the great energiser ;
tbe motber of invention, of Organisation, and of discipline ; and
we should probably still be nomads sleepily tending our flocks
and berds in ignorant isolation were it not for tbe Stimulus of this
disciplinary scouige. We bave been under Natures barsb
evolutionary methods, shown in tbe universal battle for existence
and the survival of tbe fittest. But once we consciously sight
tbe real goal, and tbe right paths to it, tben we can lift the
struggle to a higher plane, and fulfil our destiny by gentler
means ; and war may be cbanged into friendly rivalry in good.
But the work of tbe world must be carried out. It is no use any
community trying to build its own little Utopia of peace and
contented isolation whbile the rest of tbe world remains on a
lower plane. Such a community would rot in ease and luxury,
and would soon be crushed by tbe more virile races. We must
never forget wbat is so abundantly manifest, that life on this
plane is a schooling in sorrow and suffering ; a discipline, an
education in time for eternity, that our best joys must come from
tasks nobly fulfilled, and our lasting peace from those inner joys
which Spiritualism, as tbe bigbest expression of religion and
philosophy, is specially fitted to give.

If this be the true view of the worlds task to-day, then
the conception of and realisation of the Divine idea would turn
the hand-to-moutb politician into a far-seeing statesman, and he
would not continually bave to make tbat humiliating confession
of nescience in bis favourite axiom, tbat “ it is always the unex-
pected tbat happen?.” This view at once enables us to see
wherein Germany has been so right and so disastrously wrong.
She was truly inspired in working so intelligently and so tire-
lessly at scientific Organisation. In thisshe has been tbe marvel
of tbe age. Her military, commercial, and industrial Organisa-
tion for housing and providing for th$ poor far exceeded any-
thing ever before seen. She was right, too, in thinking any
advance in culture should be spread over the whole world.
Wherein, then, did shbe err? In creating a soulless machine
instead of a living, palpitating, soulful organism. Her bound-
less energy and sense of superiority in Organisation, in com-
mercialism, and in many branches of Science and learning
inspired tbe idea that she had the capacity and the genius for
world-wide Empire. The vaultingambition of the Hohenzollern
pressed all educational agencies into an unexampled engine to
promote his megalomaniac aims—to fire the German people with
the boundlessambition to dominate the world. Historiansglorified
their past, and tbe eloquent Treitschke, tbe most influential
of thera all, carried the methods of the party Journalist into the
domain of bistory, and degraded the professorial miasion to tbat
of the political hack. Everything German was exalted to super-
mannisb Proportion?, and all otber nations were belittled and

libelled down to sub-human degradation ; so the whole people
were fed on a diet of lies. W.ith tbe swollen pride of successive
conqueats over poor little Denmark, Austria, and France with her
ill-equipped army, and the abounding prosperity following tbese



wars, they were prepared to swallow the fulsome flattery of these
servile agents of the despotie Kaiser. The whole people were
hypnolised hy this deadly diet of falsehood, all the more
poisonous becaase of the sabstratum of distorted trath. Bribed
by the promise of world-dominion and boundless wealth, they
snbmitted to a mediteval tyranny fit only for slaves, Now, if the
Germans had heen so snperior toa decadent and rotting world as
they were edncated to helieve, their claim for Oermany over all
would havehad ameasurable jostification ; bat as they are prov-
ing only eqgaal, or inferior, as fighten to all their opponents, and
immeasurably beneath them all spiritoally and moraily, the
Nemesis of falsehood is overtaking them. Bat while their political
ambitions, they being politically sges behind the rest of the civilised
world, are doomed to abject failore, the things they really could
teach mankind were sncceeding marvellously. They had an up-to-
date geniasfor the empire of commerce, and only a medimval genias
for political empire. Wilh a System of basiness espionsge as
thoroDgh as their military spying, they captured all trade secrets,
and, betteriog the instruction, their progress was the marvel of
the age. No business of others was too vast or too small to he
laid siege to with painstakiog thoroughness, and they were
peacefnlly permeating the whole, captaring commanding posi-
tions in every capital; in a word, they were Germanising the
world. Bnt with that fatuity which dogs their knowledge and
cnnning—wisdom they lacked—Iike their shadow, they were
not content with the commercial empery, for which they had
the genias; they coveted political dominion, for which they had no
genius. Filled with envy and cnliivated hatred of the British
Empire, they thought to destroy it and hnild np a greater one on
iteruins. They overlooked the fact that we hold no white peoples
in snbjection; that all our Dominions enjoy the freest Self-
government in the world; that we have hitherto protected
them at an enormons cost to onrselves, and have laid
no tax on them. They were and are free to throw off the
Imperial connection at any moment. As for the yellow
and black races we hold in tutelage, we took some of them
from previons conquerors, and are educating them np to Self-
government.  Onr principle of Empire, into which we have
binndered throngh nnmerons mistakes, is nnigne, nothing has
been seen like it in the world before. Instead of exploiting and
politically dominating we are edncating and Federalising, and
onrs is not an Empire in the old sense, hat a great “ Family of
Free Nations.” Now, these blindly binndering Germans propose
to bnild a vaster Empire on the brutal ont-of-date principle
of exploitation which has wrecked all previons Empires. They
propose to bring ander their hlbdd and iron rule peoples moraily
more civilised and advanced than themselves, and to replace
advanced forma of government by their medimval melhods I
Their whole scheine was an anachronism, an ont-of-date
absnrdity doomed to disastrons failure. Thus the Empire of
Commerce they were so rapidly winning is set back for a geoera-
tion by the mad attempt to repeat the congnests of Attila by
old-world terrorism in the modern world.

The moral and religions aspects of the Situation will be
treated later. | have only been able to hint the world-pirpase,
which needs volumes for its full expoaition ; buthints sufficefor
the wise, and those with the seeing eye will grasp its significance.
In some aspects the idea is old as the hills—that " there’s a
Divinity which shapes onr ends, rough-hew them how we will,”
that Providence overrules all things for good, and the goal of
hnman endeavonr has been rightly diacerned ; but the meana to
it have been fatally mistaken, and if some of the beat-meaning
people had their way the world-purpose would be frustrated.

Bat Natare brings their premature millennial schemes to naught,
and carries forward her design by tbe rough unconscious, or sub-
conscious, energies of men. It is by reading aright the signifi-
cance of the trend of these snb-conscions activities that we grasp
the right means, and by avoiding premature and paralysing paci-

ficism we may avoid such awful catastrophes as this war, which
is the bloodieat chspter in the martyidom of man.

London Spiritualtst Alliance —On Monday aftemoons,
at 4o°clock, at his rooma at 38, Victoria-street, S.W., Mr. Percy
R. Street will ace Membera of the Alliance for diagnosis by a
spirit control and magnetic healing. Reduced fees as usual.
Appointmenta to be made.

PSYCHIC PHENOMENA AND THEIR
EXPLANATION.

UB. HySLOP ON THE SPHtITISTIO H yPOTHESIS.
(Continucd from page 243.)

There is, of course, other excuse for the repugnance to
Spiritistic theories. The Spiritualists have put forward into te
first place as evidence a type of phenomena which were not aly
difficult or impossible to prove but which were so easily rgro-
dnced by fraudulent means (and which also were in no retpect
evidence for spirits, even if genuine) that the scientific mu
could bnt jndge the case accordingly. He took the esse as defiotd
for him by its friends. As a scientific man he is entifély within
his rights in so doing ; but he should not have made as absud
mistakes as those of the people he ridiculed. Yet this ii
precisely what he did. He conceded that the Spirituslist wu
right in his conception of the problem but wrong in hii
judgment about the facta He should not have admitted
so much as even that. He ought to have seen thet
physical phenomena are in no respect evidence of a Spiritistic
hypothesis and he could then have denied the facta all te
pleased, or he could have given the Spiritualist his premises ad
denied his conclueion. But the scientific man too frequently
ran after physical phenomena as the test of the Spiritistic theary
and then, not finding them, rejected the theory. He ought o
have seen that the hypothesis would have been no better off if
the fact8 had been proved genuine. The fundamental test of
the Spiritistic theory is mental phenomena and those beariug @
personal identity in particular, provided they are aupemormiL
You may produce all the physical phenomena you please; tey
will not prove the Spiritistic theory. They only create dffi-
culties in it.  If mental phenomena associate with the physicd,
it may be another matter. But whatever explanation of i
Spiritistic type we adopt in that contingency depends on te
mental, not on the physical associates. We may explain te
physical by spirits, after we have proved their existente ad
after we find them associated with supernormal physical pbeno-
mena-: but we can never adduce the physical phenomenaas
evidence, until we have first proved the existence of spirits ad
their association with the physical. Had it not heen that te
Spiiitualists first connected physical phenomena with their
explanation, it may be doubted whether that explanation
would have suggested itself to scientific men nntil they
had found, accidentally or otherwise, that they were am
plicated with other phenomena which did suggest such an expla-
nation. It was, no doubt, ignorance of the problem that
induced both scientific men and laymen to think of spirits in
connection with physical phenomena like alleged telekinesii
Probably also the old desire for physical miracles wes te
Stimulus to take up this point of view, the only difference
between the scientific man and the layman in the matter being
that one believed the facts and the other did not, both being
wrong in their conception of the issue.

It is true that, if physical phenomena can be powd,
they disturb the equanimity of physical Science more then
other unusual facts. This, however, is dne to an illusion which
the pbysicist ought lo be the first to discover. Scientific nmen
and Spiritualists have treated telekinesis as an exception in te
laws of Nature. Movement without contact is euppoeed to ke
impossible and a Violation of a fundamental law of Nature. There
is no excuse in this Bge for any such illusion. Nothing ii
farther from the truth. Telekinesis, or movement without
contact, netto in ditani, is by far the most fundamental lav
of matter. Witness the mariners compass, magnetism, wirelem
telegraphy, and grsvitation. All of them exbibit it on a lage
scale. After admitting such facts it will be only a matter of
evidence to recognise any other form of it, whether associated
with particular individuale or not. There can be no talk aout
its imposeibility. It is but a question of evidence in eachspedfic
case.

Of course, the perplexing circumstance, if perplexing it can
be called, that aetion at a distance occurs in connection with
clairvoyante who otherwise give evidence of discarnate Intelli-
gence, is the Suggestion that spirits can movo inorganic metter.
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Oer normal experience associates consciouaness and its causal
induence witli organio ’mattcr and where we are perfeotly
familidr with the phenomena, no matter how we explain it.
Bat in telekinesis sapposedly connected with discarnate con-
(cioeresa wehave an exception to normal experience in respect
of the relation of consciouaness to inorganic matter, though not an
exception in the physical world. What it suggests more than
uything eise is the cauaal prius of mind in the physical world
—aview that should not appear marvellous to the idealiet who,
thoogh he is always asserting this doctrine, reaents giving evi-
jenes for it, nnless it can be of a more aristocratic kind.

Bat 1 am not defending the exiatence of phyaical phenomena
Ulekinetic or otherwiae. The experiments of Dr. Ochorowicz
probablyprove their exiatence. They are extremely important for
breaking down the dogmatism and exposing the illusions of
physical Science.  But they have no value for proving anything
positiveabout the universe. Their chief functionisdisproof. The
important facta for Science haviiig a positive value are the mental.
They dfier a positive view of the world that has ethical value.
The idmisQion of spirit, even though you reduce it to a refined
formof matter, carries with it a reconatruction of the Order of
exiatence and suatains the ideals which have lain at the basis of
eil mansprogrees.  Phyaical explanations have never done this.
Idonotmeantodepreciatethem. They.have an obverse import-
ince. They have been neceeeary to emphasise the constancy
of Natnre as against the caprice of the teleological theories and
have always acted as a restraint on all the vices of the imagina-
tionand of unintelligent thinking, and for that reason should
ever be kept foremoat in human curiosity. But they are not
eonplete explanations.  They represent only the firat form of
them They stand for nomology, not for mtiology, and much
lesa for teleology of any kind. In human actions teleology is an
indispntable fact on any view of them. Butin a purely mechanical
world, as mechanics are conceived usually, teleology is excluded,
at we have shown ahove. But it is excluded only on the sup-
poeition that purpose is inconsistent with law or uniformity of
natura As long, therefore, as teleological action is defined by
caprice or lawlesaness, physical law with its fixity and uniformity
will be the corrective of the tendencies to disregard what is
folly as easential to human progress as spiritual ideals.

Bat dispel the illusion, on the one hand, that law is incom-
patible with purpose, and prove, on the other, that personal
consciousneas aurvives the disaolution of the body, and we have
reconciled Science and religion ; and we have, likewise, either
disproved the Claims of materialism and established those of
idealism or reconciled those two points of view and established a
view of the universe that is more consonant with ethics than any
of the explanations which ignore the place of values as well as
facta in scientific inveetigations.

The ethical implications of any scientific theory are as
important as its explanatory functions. An explanation that
hss no ethical implications is as euspicious as one that has no
explanatory power. It may be that we should not put ethical
aittciations forward in testiog the truth of a theory, but this
will be for the reason that we are as much exposed to illusionsin
our ethical doctrines as in causal ones.  But, at some point in
the evolution of man, a scientific truth may be expected to affect
bis conduct, and we are always justified in askiog for the ethical
eonnections of a scientific explanation as one of the factors to be
considered in estimating its right to consideration and acceptance,
thoogh that characteristic of it may be the last one to be
taken into account> Now no one can show us any ethical
implications in " odylic force,” 1telepathy,” 1Suggestion"
and similar evasions of explanation or causal agency. They are at
best only descriptive of situations, and unless we make descrip-
tion convertible with explanation, we make no progress toward
conceptions which are the fundamental ones exciting scientific
carioiity and which are followed by the ones that have ethical
implications The exiatence of Qod and the immortality of the
loul, in spite of all the illusions and abuses associated with them,
have been the embodiment of the world's ethical and spiritual
idealsand combining in them the sstiological and teleological
explanations, we have only to unite with them the nomological

and the ontological in Order to make it possible to reconstruct
the interpretation of Nature. It will involve quite as much re-

IGHT.

261

conatrnetion of the ideaa of Qod and immortality as € physical
Science. The revolntion will not all he on the aide of physical
Science. It will be as radical in the field of ethics and religion,
so mach so that it may be quite possible for phyaical Science to
Claim the victory. | for one should not envy iteither the Claims
or the victory, because | believe its method is the only correct
one. It isnot the credulous acceptance of tradition, bat the
interrogation of the present moment that is the only safe test of
truth. Not the past should Interpret the present, but rather tbe
present should interpret both the past and the futnre. We find
in a cross-section of evolution the actual facta of Nature, and by
interrogating a sufficient number of successive moments or
aections of the process we assure ourselves of the permanent and
the transient elementain it and so can determine what is credible
in the past and what is probable in the future. Itis, therefore,
Science that embodies our criterion of truth, not wiahes and
emotions. But knowledge is for the direction of the
emotions and ideale, and though its rigid demands must first be
satisfied, it cannot neglect human ideals in its estimation of
truth. These are part of the explanation of things on any
interpretation and definition of explanation, and especially if
teleological ideas are admisaible into the scheme of the cosmos.
It is the eine to the relation of Personality to the tendenciea
of things thatgives the Spiritistic theory both its explanatory
and its ethical value. In our normal ethics, Personality occupiea
the supreme place; and if we adopt that theory of Nature which
aubordinates Personality to purely impersonal laws, weehallhave
an ethics according with it, and every materialistic age is proof
of what these are. The ordinary theories which are substitutes
for it, while they are perfectly justifiable as means for limiting
evidence and instituting restraints on the imagination, have no
capacity for aatisfying the demands for explanation. They
clearly disciiminate what is not to be explained by Spiritistic
agencies in their first eatate, and in performing that Service their
value is not to be nullified or disregarded. But as more than
means for postponing verdicts or enforcing careful methods they
are not to be mistaken, nor are they to be regarded as explana-
tions. As descriptive of situations, or as naming the distinctive
feature of such complexes and situations, they are valuable ; but
as finalities in the problem of explanation they are notimportant.
When they are pressed to that extent which subordinatea
peraonality to impersonal laws in the values of the world or
perpetuates the antagonism between scientific truth and the
ethical values on which actual lifa has to be based for its impulse
to progress, they are iua natura discredited. We must put
Personality in our scientific Systems whero Nature herseif has
put it, that is, foremoat in our estimates of value, and any
explanation which ignores this fact will always be at war with
both scientific and ethical progress.

ALCHEMY AND MYSTICISM.

At the twentieth general meeting of the Alchemical Society,
held on Friday, the 14th inst, the acting President, Mr. H.
Stanley Redgrove, in the chair, a paper entitled “The Begin-
nings of Alchemy ” was read by Mr. Arthur Edward Waite, an
honorary Vice-President of the society,and a well-knownauthority
on the subject. He commenced with a summary of the early history
and literature of alchemy in Europe, then dealt with the Leyden
papyrus, the Byzantine alchemists, with special reference to
Zosimus and pseudo-Domocritus, the Arabian and Syriac
alchemists, and the alleged practice of alchemy in China. The
lecturer theu proceeded to the difficult question as to whether
any of the texts referred to in the earlier part of the lecture
bore a mystical rather than a physical interpretation, and con-
sidered the genesis, history and present Position of the mystical

or spiritual interpretation of alchemy.

The lecture was followed by an animated discussion, after
which the third annual general meeting of the society was held.
It is pleasing to note that, in spite of the war, the society has
maintained its activities during the past eight months, with but
little decrcmeut. Increased support, however, from those
interested in the history of Science and philosophy, and the

development of man’s ideas of the universe, is needed, and will,
it is hoped, be forthcoming.



262 L

MR DAVID WILSONS RADIOGRAMS.

Wo have now roceived parmission froni Count Miyatovich
to publisb the radiogr&ms which were supposed to be intended
for kim. The first of these (No. 51) the Count States that he
can identify. The second, while it contains allusions which he
can follow, is not quite understood.

FoUowing are the messages, which were prefaced by a note
by Mr. Wilson to the effect that by the peculiarities of style
and the allusions made they might refer to Count Miyatovich.
There is a good deal of confusion in both and it really seems
as if the latter part of the second message were intended for
others than the Count.

dprii £oth, 13.7 am. (Reference No. 51.)

“Soon | have come again, but there are many wishing to
you to write. We shall try this means soon to make perfect . .
this the trade[?] is that no man knows [f] we not forget . . M. . .
Obren . . ch . *

(No. 52) “Dear friend, or shall 1 say hraht [?1 you will
not be surprised to hear froni me. Just think of it, here
am | actually telegraphing . . yes, realise what this means,
Count [f], to you. Many here will not believe it, they do
not think there can be communication by mechanical means with
the earth, but this will be wonderful for the cause. | have often
said that if we, when on earih, could only realise that all that
has been the greatest help, incentive, inspiration, comfort and
blessing in our lives doesnot exist for most of our fellow workers,
we should then begin dimly to perceive how vast a field of
honourable work lies before us. This view | only hope will be
taken seriously to heart by those who must now carry on our
earthly labours. « . In thismatter we are ratherat sea, for these
artificially created areas of Vibration are essentially a matter for
our Science men. You will soon hear a good deal more because
BonaVentura von Harrach, well known here, is devoting mach
time to the practical points upon the importance of which you
and | were so agreed. You may imagine that we are not wank»
ing in practical and forceful people when | say ihat C. L [or J.]
R. is taking a hand also in organi . .

** . Heseemshut little changed, and still clings to the notion
of the fifty per cenL [f] chanceof God . . nor . . do bis energies
seem much diverted from their old goal. This is, perhaps, why
he . . anyway he insists upon a council here being possible,
though doubdesB [f] the . . members . . than ordinarily with
you is the case. . . Indeed, this iscoming to a erisis [l crux]
even D . . i hasspared some of his enthusiasm for the scheine
from some new orgaaism which he has discovered. D. was one
of the first whom C. L [or J.] R. sought out . . It seems clear,
however, that some . . ade . . to co-ordinate our efforts . .
Ich[f] . .ich [?]. . tch [fj .. Ich[f] . . doyou . . oh, why
are your names so long . . tch . . tch [incoherent—D. W.] . .
remember that first . . time . . t . . at . . the Maison Jules
how | hope that you g . . Vais here andas usual John Brown,
you will understand it really ahowa the contiauity of relation-
ships [f] « . Michel is here . . the physician of Montpellier, |
can vouch for his identity . . a learned man knowing many
strange things . . Lorenzo Oontarini . **

Count Miyatovich writee :—

You can use those last radiograms if ﬁou wish At any rate
that one signed by Michael Oorenovich is identified by me.
In my previous letter to you . . | mentioned simply “ Prince
Michael.” Mr. Wilson could not posnbly have known the fact
that Prince Michael (aesaasinatad in 1868) used always to sign hia
name u Michael Obrenovich.* | dare say hardly anyone in Eng-
land—except the personne] of the Serbien legalion —knew that.

We have the following further meseages of. general
mietest

Mag rfi, iiJU y». (Na 64) [with ouoeentrated HaC« light]
.. [Yerydistinct] . . *I1fyou undarstand plainly, it would seem
thatthe radins of action is largely tncreased. | ahoold believe that
my last message came from a distanea, as you reckou it, may be of
80 [miles!—D. W.] but a small matter ; thia message is from
a diatanca a Utile greeter, 170. In Order that you may not ha

asaisted in racedving by the eontaxt of the meaeage, | will dictete
fiomething unknown to yon . « Cbh nomo aveadue figUuoti ad il
piu giovane diese al padra . . padre dammi la parte doll avare
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la quaU me tocca tocca il padre dunque sparti loro le facolu .,
This is from the book Luke fifteen . . If you have receivedthis
easily and correctly the bransmission is much improved..,
Loren/o Confcarini.”

[Note.—This message, in obtaining which | used &sreg
acetylene light, was received with comparative facility aad with
far fewer mistakes than ordinarily would have been the @
notwithstanding the alleged increased distance. Query: Dote
u80” and 41170 ” mean “ miles 1u—D. W.]

May Sth, 1Jdam (Na 65.) (Concentrated Hs Gs light)

(1) .. [Yerydistinct] . . “ Parigi . . canyoustill hear..
Contarini.” [There seems to be no appreciable diminution oftre
steadiness of the transmission. Parigi (Paris) may be redoned
as at least 210 miles from London as the crow flies—D. WJ

(2.) 1LS7 piH.  (No. s6.)

- Yado a Milano . . Contariui . . Parigi guardate al rcetio
orologio .

(3) N.5Sp.vu  (No 670

“Milano . . guardate al vostro orologio . . ascoltate ..

Contarini . .
[Note.—Yery clear and distinct.
crow flies—D. W.]

Yes, yes, | am in Milan.”
Milan is 610 miles aste

THE BISHOP OF LONDON ON THE AFTERAJFE

The sermon preached by the Bishop of London in St. Pauls
Cathedra! on the 10th inst at the Memorial Servicein honourct
the brave Canadian soldiers who have yielded iheir livesin the
war was fall of brue Spiritnalism in the best sense of the wid»
Speaking of how faith was weakened by wrong conceptiona, the
Bishop said :—

We have made to ourselves such unreal pictures of the life
after death that no man desires it. It is a pale, gostike
existence with no life in it, no fire, no interest; and the heat
grows cold to think that when, as Stevenson says, uthe hegy-
starred, full-blooded spirit of the young shocts iuto the spintual
world**it encounters the shadowy dead-alive, depressing eusten«
which is the populér idea of life after death. But havewefolly
grasped what the poet means when he says :—

It is not well that men should kuow too soon
The lovely secrets kept for them that die f

Have we not faith enough to expect from the beautyand the
interest and the variety of the Ufe God has provided fbr nshere
the still greater beauty aud iuterest and variety of life which He
must have provided for us therei Do we really suppose that
God had come to the end of His Creative will when He mede this
world and had no imagination left for the next? Do we really
tbinlr that a God—I will not say of boundless love, bat evenof
moral rectitude—could creale a mothers or a wifes lovead
then disappoint it f Mn My Fathers House are many mans4rs,
and if it were not so | would have told you,” said our Lord,
using thia very argument that God’s moral character demandsa
spacious and beantiful life after death.

The mouraers present at that Service would share in thelife
upon which those whom they loved had entered.

They are yours to-day and you are theirs; the bond is
unbroken; the family circle is still complete; you are nevir
alone; unseen hands uphold you; unseen spirits speak to yonrs;
dose by, though hidden by a veil, the real and lasting activities
of the other world proceed apace. Death has been for them i
?reat promotion ; they long for ycu to share their honoura "A
ittle while and ye ahall not see Me, and again a little while and
je shall see Me "—they repeat as their Master did before them
*Behold ! see! it is | myself" will be their greeting to yes
when you do see them ; they will not be perfect in their life &J
that time comes, for you are part of their Ufe still and theyan
incomplete without you ; but when it does come, just as oee of
your Canadian rivers passee over some great fall and then deshea
on with renewed and glorious strength, so will the glorions U,
which ahone forth in the sunlight in Flanders and seemed kr e
moxnent to fail, rush forward with more than its old grace ad
force. These heroic sons and brothera of oure are still alive, aad
¥ve pmy fbr them as we prayed for them when we sawtheir dear
aces.

Claih votaNCE.—Attention is called to the téancss ermneaaid
on Um front page to be held at Ute Offices of the Allianc* 1K\
Sk MartinVlana, to meet the present great demand fbr pajthie
evidancaa. Mr. A. V. Petare’ circles last week were higUy
successful, both as regarde aiteudancas and raaulta.
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SIDELIGHTS.

Mss Horonce Seth gave a private view of her “sub-
oonsdiows' paintings at the Doré Galleries on Tuesday, the 18th
irt. Mss Seth, who is a miniature painter, discovered her gift
for ptychic Art ahout eighteen months ago. The pictures are
higly mystical and symbolical, and the exbibition was a
itriking example of the vogue which the cult of psychic paintirg
isestablishingin our midst

IdAddition to the article on Mrs. Wriedi’s mediumship in
the " London Magazine "—to which reference is made elsewhere
inthiaissue—there is an illnstrated article on Belgium, “ The
Codqit of Europe,” by Major-General Sir Alfred E. Turner. It
efifectively contrasts the ware of the past with the colossal
straggle, patt of which is now raging on Belgian soiL

Qreinteresting feature of the May number of Mr. C. W.
Chilss monthly, IThe Super-Mau ” is a reprint of a phreno-
logical description of the Kaisersheadgivennearly twenty-seven
jcanigoby the founder of the Fowler Institute, Mr. L. N.
Fonler. It expresses the belief that the Kaiser had been raised
gptodo awork no ordinary monarch could do and which would
probebly be either the salvation and preservation or tbe ruin of
his country.  Other articles deal with uLord Roberts’ Hand-

witing” uCommon Sense Palmistry,” “ Talismans and
Charas” and “ The Neo-Christian Movement.”

In “Shanwalla,” Lady Gregorys play at the Little Theatre,
Adecidedly Spiritualistic alement is introduced. The dead wife
o Ayoong stableman who is falsely accused of baving on the
ewe of a race hocussed his master’s horse, “ Shanwalla,” appears
toAblind beggar whom ehe had befriended and imparts to
himeertain Information which enables him not only toclear her
hosbendand convict his accusers, but to briug home to one of
therillains the guilt of causing her own death. The blend of
poetryand humour in the Irish cbaracter is very evident in the

littledrama.  Asto the acting, it would be difficult to praise it
toohighly.

"At the time the (Lusitania* left New York,” says the
“Cecnlt Messenger,” “ the planet Neptune was exactly on the
iseendant and Mars on the mid-heaven in mundane square
thereto. In addition, Uranus was exactly on the cusp of the
Horse of Death, and Saturn, lord of the house of the Opponent,
wssin the Honse of Secret Enemies, foreshadowing the death-
dealingblow from an nnseen source. The whole map being big
with fite, the beantifnl ship sailed at the most fatal moment of
iUthe day, and, remarkably, it was at the very same time of the

day—six days afterwards—tbat sbe was torpedoed and sank to
the bottom of the sea.”

Annie M March expresses an idea which we have heard in
ather gnarters regarding the story of the visions at Mons. It is
that Mr. Atthnr Machen was “ inspired, howbeit nnconsctously,
intopatting on paper the workings of the angel hos% believing
it the time his flowingthonghts to be solely dne to his own vivid
imegingtion.”  In this age of wonders who can decide finally
thatitwesnotso? Bat--— we fear that in this matter many
peeplewill adopt Davy Hume's famons argument on miracles.
“It is coatrary to human experience that a miracle shonld

happen, bat it Is not contr&ry to human experience that human
tatimony shonld be felse.”

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

*F. Y. H” (Letcbworth) —Many thanks. It is most nsefnl
andappropriate. Weshonld like to use it when the correspond-
eecean the sahject is closing.

Ixcoovna—We see no good end to be served by opening a
rthmwiin on whether a certain nation engaged in the war is
otaned by black magiciansor not. We have referred tbe gnestion
to M. Mallord Turner, who, allhough an occnltist, finde it
aaae W try to acconnt for devflries in war or otberwise on the
amenplonthat there are any “devils” except of the human
order.  The important thing is to kelp and encourage those who
are Mfiaring in this great crisis—the gnestion whether it was
fowteii by Mack magicians or not miy be interesting, bat it is
not cheerfal or nsefnl, and tbe argumenta in favonr of the idea
strikt os es more corious than convincing.

LIGHT

a Vision of the war.

Mrs. F. H. Fitzgerald Beale, writing from Monntmellick,
Queen’s County, Ireland, sende us a remarkable narrative which
the sisters of the convent there have permitted her to copy from
a volume in their possession of the “ Ave Maria,” an American
Catholic periodical. The narrative purports to have been
originally written in 1819—the year in which the incident
related oeenrred—and that it is not a story invented to fit the
present state of Europe is evidenced by the fact that the date on
the cover of the book is 1885—just thirty years ago. It relates
that Fatber K.,a zealous Dominican preacher at Poloch, in Poland,
whom tbe schismatical Government had forbidden to exercise
bis office under penalty of exile, opened bis window at 9 o’clock
one evening before retiring to rest,and Standing with eyes raised
to Heaven, prayed to the blessed martyr Andrew Bobola, who for

many years had foretold the restoration of Poland, that he would
intercede with the Almighty to free the land from oppresion.
His prayer ended, he closed the window, when the martyr him-
seif appeared and bade him reopen it and look out. On doing
so he saw to bis surprise, instead of the convent garden, an
immense Stretch of country. “ Thon seest,” said the samt, “ the
fields of Pinsko, where | was martyred. Look agiin, and thou
shjilt see whbat thou dost desire” Father K. looked, and his
astonishment was greater than ever, for before him was a connt-
less best—Russians, French, English, Anstrians, Prussians, and
others whose nationalities he could not identify—engiged in
desperate conflict. St. Bobola, explaining the vision, said :
“ When the war thou seest is over, then the Kingdom of Poland,
through the merey of God, will be restored, and | shall be recog-
nised as its chief pitron. To prove the truth of this vision and
of the fulfilment of the prophecy, behold this hand”—and
tonching the table, he left the impresdon of his hand upon it
Next morning Father K. brought all the priests and brothers
to see this wonderfnl sight and feesrify to it

“ Surely,” says Mrs. Beale, in commenting on the story, “ the
vision seen by Father K. in 1819 was of the present war.”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

The Editor it not responsibie for the opinions expressed by correspon-
dents, and frequentiy publishes what he doet not agree with for the
purpoee of presenting views which may elicit discussion. In every
case the letter must be accompanied by the writer's name and

address, not necessartly for publication, but as a guarantee of good
faith.

The Lore of Precious Stones.

Snt,—Mr. Percy R Streets address on “ Precious Stones:
their Therapeutic Yalue” was interesting, bat not quite con-
vincing.  His lightness of tonch in dealing with the subject
leaves ns somewhat nncertain as to where myth and legend and
humorous aneedote leave off, and serious, ascertained fact begins.
Admitting, as he does, the force of Suggestion and other influences,
he does not, in my view, in narrating app&rent eures by precious
stones, esUblish beyond reasonable doubt a clear relationship of
cause and efifect between the wearing of gems and the sick
person's eure.

Agiin, his answer to the gnestion as to wherein inheres this
remarkable therapeutic virtue of precious stones only adds to cur
perplexity, for we are asked to suppose that certain elements
which produce certain effects on the blood or the nervous System
when taken into the body will produce the same effects when
wom outside. The fact that carbon in the form of charecal if
taken into the blood may act as a cleansing agent and thereby
promote healthy digestion in no way suggests or implies

that it would have any analogous effeet from withouL
Besides, if the healing virtue resides in the Chemical
composition of the stone, what is the life or fire which
we are told that certain stones lose when wom bysickly personal
Does its loss mark a change or modification in tbe Chemical
element or elements of which the stone is composed, or is that
life or fire something quite apart from the Chemical coopod-
tion T Mr. Street says that the influences exerted by precious
stones are closely allied to colonr therapy; but edour makes its
appeal through the sense of sight to the aesthetie emotkns, and
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thence to the nervous System. Through what physieal sense

does the stone, not seen by the wearer herseif, convey its message ?
The means of communication would seem to be, as you, sir, sug-
gest, of a more subtle character than the ordinary channels.

It would certainly be a comfort to think that there is some

genuine, not merely artificial, value attaching to these costly
pieces of mineral to compensate for the waste of precious human

life in grubbing tbem out of the bowels of the earth. | cannot,

of course, deny their beauty, thougb, to my mind, a handful of
ahells picked up on a summer boliday on the beach of one of
the Scilly Islands and strung on a silken thread will harmonise

better in their delicate tinta with Beauty’s ivory neck, and

therefore make for it a fairer Ornament than will the glittering

effulgence of a whole jeweller’a shopful of diamonds, rubies,
&c., with the added advantage that if the wearer’s neck ia far
from resembling ivory, they will at least call lesa of unkindly
attention to the fact—Yours, &c.,

Gibbon.

The Origin of the Soul.

SIB,—If you will again permit me a space, | would like to
reply to Mr. Bush in a general way as followa. | regret the
relative impossibility of replying in detail, as he has so completely
misunderstood the simply and reasonably detailed former letter
of mine. | would add, too, that my letter was not meant to be
theosophical, and | am not even a member of the Theosophical
Society, and can say | have read Spiritualistic and theosophical
works alike.

To put the description biiefly, the complete being we call
“man” down here is: 1. Spirit, called in other religiona and
philosophies the Monad, Seif, Consciousness, &c. 2. The Ego,
often called the Individuality (particularly by esoterically
inclined astrologera) and sometimea the SouL The Ego ia a
quadruple aheath of almost indescribably fine matter, the lowest
of which is the Buddhic, intuitional or “pure reason” body.
3. The personality composed of the mental, astral (or desire)
and pby8ical eheaths or bodies. With the latter man lives on
eailh (though for the most part all three sheaths or bodies are
used) ; with the astral or deeire body he functions in the next
world and its vaiious snb-divisiona, during physical sleep and
after pbysical deatb, and with the mental body he enjoys his
stay in the heaven world. This finishes the personality. Very
few people are fully conscious on the Buddhic or intuitional
plane, which is the first on which the Ego is quite free from the
Personality, but all will gain this consciousness in time and will
bring it through to the physical plane. One of the great relative
advantage8 of Buddbic consciousness is that one’s ordinary speech
can be made accuiately prophetic, the writer, if he may say eo
without appearing to boast, knowing of no instance in which his
own utterances have failed in this respect

As a last line, | would say that, of course, individuality isan
illusion from the standpoint of absolute consciousness, but it is a
reality relatively. The illusion continues over hundreds of
millions of years, until the consciousness returns to the absolute,
when the universe goes outof manifestation. Further, the dual,
trinitarian and septenary Steges of consciousness figure very
largely in the gaseous, mineral, vegetable, animal and human
kingdome. Mr. Bush will know this in due course, be that ten
or ten thousand years, just as he may learn how the Trinity or
three-aspected deity or consciousness figures in all the great
religions, if he cares to read the right books. Later he may add
personal knowledge to the books that formed or founded his
belief.

What | maintain is that the Spirit, or Monad (which I called
the Soul in my last letter on this subject for the sake of clear-

nese), is of the absolute or Parabrahmic consciousness, and so
could not have had any origin ; but its relative human origin
was when it “ feil into matter” and put on or used the Ego,
and to became conscious of relativity in the, or a, manifetted
universo.—Yours, &c.,
Abtbob Mallobd Tobnbb, MA.

6, Trewince-road,

Wimbledon, S.W.

May 18th, 1916.
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"The Legend of Mons.
SiB,—Referring tothe letter from Mr. D. Rogers onpageSH
| have read the various accounts of the alleged phenomens a
Mons, and am unable to agree that they so “contradict ae
another ” as to justify a summary rejection of the whole story.
The accounts of any psychic phenomenon are likely to differ
somewhat, if the witnesees to it differ in psychic capacity. The
question is not one of “ patriotism,” but of evidence. The hios
story may or may not be a “legend." But it is, eurely, th
unwise proceeding (though a very common one) to deal unjustly
with the evidence for an alleged occurrence, merely because ore
has a theory that the thing ought not to occur.—Yours, &,
S S

SOCIETY WORK ON SUNDAY, MAY 23rd, &

Prospective Notices, not exceeding twenty-four words, may ke adtkd
to reports i f aeeompanied by tlampt to the value of rixpence.

Marylebone Spiritualist Association.—Steinmy Holl,
Lower Seymour-itrect, W.—Mr. A. Vout Peters gave remarkably
convincing clairvoyant descriptions to a large audience. M.
W. T. Cooper presided—77, New Oxford-street, W.O.—17th inet,
Mr. Leigh Hunt gave very successful descriptions of spirit peaple,
who in some instances gave evidential messages. Mr, W. T.
Cooper presided.—D. N.

Church of Higher Mystioism : ££, Princes-itreet, Uaveniuh-
equare, W.—Mrs. Fairclough-Smith conducted two very beautiful
Services; the subject of the evening’s inspirational address
being “ The Ascension”; Mr. F. Wharhirst sang a solo, For
next Sunday see front page.

Brighton.—Manohester-street (Opposite Aquarium)-
Mr. H. Boddington gave excellent addresses. Sunday next, at
11.15 am. and 7 p.m., Mrs. M. H. Wallis, addresses, answers to
queslions and clairvoyance. Tuesday, 3 p m., private inter-
viewe ; public circle, 8 p.m. ; also Welnesday, 3 p.m—R Q

Brighton.—78, West Street, First Floor (Late Windsor
Hall).—Mrs. Neville gave addresses and descriptions.  Sonday
next, 11.15 a.m. and 7 p.m., Mr. Percy Scholey ; 3 p.m., Lyceum
Tueadays, at 3 and 8, Mrs. Curry, clairvoyante. Thursdays, it
8.15, public circle.—A. 0.

Croydon.—Gymnasium Hall, High-street—The Presi-
dent gave inspirational addresses morning and evening, the
subjects being “ The Descent of the Spirit” and “ Death,and
After.” Sunday next, 11 a.m., the Vice-presidents j 7 pra, M.

Robert King. Every Thursday, at 8 p.m., address and clair-
voyance.—C. L. B.
Stbatford, E.—Workmen’s Hall, Rohfobd-oad—

Mrs. Miles-Ord gave an interestiDg address, “ The Apathy of
Spiritualists in showing the best side of their Spirituality,
which she supplemented with some clairvoyant descriptions.
Mrs. E. Bryceson presided. Sunday next, Alderman D. J. Davis,
J.P., address.—W. H. S.

Camberwell New-road.—SuRRBY Masonio Hall.—Mom-
ing, good clairvoyance by Mrs. Hadley; evening, uplifling
inspirational address by Mr. W. E. Long; soloist, Mrs. Par.
Sunday next, 11 a.m , personal messages; 6 30 p.m., Mr. W.E
Long, trance address, 1What the Deal Kuow of the War."
June 6tb, Mr. G. T. Brown.

Hackney. — 240a, Amhurst-road, N.E.— Mrs. Alice
Jamrach gave an address on “ Resurrection” and recognised
descriptious and messages. Sunday next, 11.15 am., Mr. and
Mrs. Roberts: 7 p.m., Mr. G. R. Symons. Circles: Monday,
8 p.m., public ; Tuesday, 7.16, healing ; Thursday, 7.45, mem-
bers only.—N. R.

Battebsea.—Henley Hall, Henley-strebt.—Moming,
circle conducted by Mr. Ashley ; evening, experience meeting,
followed by a meoting of members and friends. 19th inst,
address and clairvoyance by Mrs. Clara Irwin. Sunday next, at
11.30 a.m., circle Service; 7 p.m., Mr. Miles on * Does Deatt
End All?” Thursday, June 3rd, at 8 p.m., Mrs. Brownjohn,
clairvoyance ; silver collection.—P. S.

Stbatford. — ldmiston-road, Forest-lanb. — Morming,
discussion opened by Mr. J. Beales. At 3 and 7, visit of the
London District Council, the evening Service being converted
into a Lyceum Session. Stirring addresses and appeals were
delivered by several delegates, and the Lyceum children con-
tributed a duet by the Masters Taee and a recitation by Eva
Connor (winner of the gold medal at King’s Hall). A magni-
ficent new banner was presented by Mr. H. Greenwood, amid a
acene of great enthusiasm. Mr. Hayward acted as conductor.
20tb, Mrs. Harrad, address and clairvoyance. Sunday next,
11.30, Mr. Connor on “ Investigation" ; 3, Lyceum; 7, Ms

Mary Glempson. June 3rd, Mrs. Marriott Monday. Mav 31st
Building Fund Ooncert.—A. T. 0,
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Southampton Spibittjalibt Chuhoh, Cavxndi& Grovx.—
Addresks and clairvoyance by Mr. Horaee Leaf. 20th, address
by Mr. F. Blake, President.

ExnsH. — Droids' Hall Mahket-sthuet — Moming,
address by Mr. J. Hill, clairvoyance by Mrs. Tarr. Evening,
address and clairvoyance by Mrs. Grainger.—J . H.

Southend—Seance Hall, Broadway.—Moming,
Roadie spoke on “ The Proximity of the Spirit World” ; even-
ig Mr. Habgood’s interesting reading, and Mr. Rundle’s
adess on “Panls Spiritualism ” were mnch appreciated
dairvoyant descriptions by Mr. and Mrs. Rundle.—C. A. B.

Stonebodbe, P lymouth.—Dtorry Hall, Edocombe-btreet.
—Meeting conducted by Mr. Arnold, Mr. Johns gave an
addess on “ Is Spiritualism Profitable 1”

Mr. Dennis gave
dairvoyantdescriptions,and Mrs. Bateman sang a solo; large
attendance—E. E.

Mr.

Portsmouth Trmple—Viotoria-boad South.—Moming,
aldress by Mr. Wheeler ; evening, Mr. A. G. Newton, of
on, gave a stirring practical address on “ Standards of

\Are” Miss Hilda Jerome followed with dairvoyant descrip-
tiors, all of which were recognieed. 19th, Mr. Abbott gave an
addressand Mra. Ricbardson dairvoyant descriptions.—J. MCcE.
Marnor Park, E.—Third Avenue, Church-road.—
Moming, healing Service ; afteraoon, Lyceum ; evening, address

o " Body, Soul and Spirit,” also descriptions and messages by
Ms. Edith Marriott.  17th, ladies” meeling, reading and psy-
ehoetry by Mrs. Lund.

19th, address and psychometry by
Ms. Bryceson—E. M.

NOW IN LONDON.

REV. SUSANNA HARRIS
(American Psychic and Trumpet Medium.)
rrivate Seance», 7 p.m. (with the exception of Tuesdays and
Fridays), fee 10s.6d. Each Sitter.
Private Sittinfs by Arrangement at 21s. Each Sitter.

AT

“Hunstanton House,” 18, Endsleigh Gardens, N.W.
(Opposite Euston). -

CRYSTAL-GAZING.

BEST CRYSTAL GLASS GLOBES.
FOR CRYSTAL-GAZLNG.

(Z Inethes diameter
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ROLL PRACTICAL INSTBUCTIONS FOB CBYSTAL GAZING.
Price 3., or post free 4d.
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GHOSTS IN SOLID FORM

AND

WHAT THEY TELL US.

An Experimental Investigation of certain llttle-known Phenomena.
BY

GAMBIER BOLTON, F.RG.S,P.Z8.
Author of “ Psychic Force."

full-form materialisations in gps-light—Materialisations of beaats and
o birds-Hnldinga Mform ” in the arms—Experiments in a Govern-
ment Building in London—Notable experiments by Sir William
Ciookea, PreSident of the Royal Society, London—The conditions
proved to be necessary for succéss in this little-known field of researoh
—Precautions agains fraud—ltr_lttgres%g questions answered by the
entities, &o. .

Thetrknpin PO oo e el ol
geﬁ%orcneat e Wel Il-jk_nown Si’ecg_rda 0 S?I‘WI_ Mam Cn okes_angp E)riemy
ceglawith the latest Continental woik on the aubject, ** Materlaliaatiouaphe-

by Dr. Schrenck-Notzing, which has attracted so mu

ch attention in
Illuitrated Paper Cover. Price l/a post free.
OFFCE OF LIGHT, HO, $T. MARTIN' LANE, W.C,
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ui.
Cloth, seé6 pp.: 7s. 6d. net, by post 7s. 10d. Foreign and
Colonial, Qs. 2d. U.S. of America, 2dol.

GL1IMPSES OF THE
NEXT STATE.

By Vice-Admiral W. USBORNE MOORE

Contents.

Early Péychlc Experiencea; Pirat Investigation in America; The
ediuma_Craddock and Husk; ntal Phenomena in _England;
Return of Thomson Jay Hudsaon; Manifeatationsat Toledo; TheRangs
Siaters at Chicage; Etherealisationsland the Direct Voice) Third
Visitto America; The Voices ; Analyaisand Correlations; Conclusiona.
d_t_Appe??lsc%: 1, Awakening the ‘So-called Dead ; 2, Electrical Con*

itiona, TJ.S.A. ;

; 3, Mr. Hereward Carrington and Fraud: 4, Fraud
and Genuine Phenomena Combined,

This book contains the narrative of a man, wholly devoid
of psychic faculties, who has been led b

D ) y a ministering
visitant from the next state of conscionsness into the Inves-
tigation of Spiritism.

OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C.
ELEMENTARY '(I;FEXT BOOK

MENTAL THERAPEUTICS.
A Complete Course of Instruc-
tion in the Theory and
Practice of Mental Healing. W.J. COLVILLE.

A Text bookon the study of Health from a Spiritual Stand-
point, Simple, Clear, Concise. Full course of twelve
ractical lessons dealing with Divine and Human Will:

heir essential agreement - The Creative Workof Thonght;
Our Thoughts build our Bodies ; Telepathy, or Thought-
Transference and Hypnotism, with Practical Directions and
Statement of Benents; Intuition the True Educator:
Diagnosis; Correspondence between Mental and Fhysicai
Conditions ; A Practical Lesaon on the Most Direct Method
of Spiritual Healing; Concentration: Its Development and
Use; The Real Antidote toH ysteria; Practical IUustrations

of the Correspondences between Mental States and their
Pbysical Expressions.

An effort to show a way out of sadness into joy, and
ont of sickness into health.

New Edition. 80 pages, Is. Ud. post free.
OFFICE OF *LIGHT,” 110, ST. MARTIN’'S LANE, W.C.

The Human Aura and the

Significance of Colour.
By W. J. COLVILLE.

Legtube |.— .
Deals with Fundamental Statements ; How to Develop and Utiliae

a good and powerfnl Aura ; Oral and Visual Tieatmeni by Sugges-

tion ; The Successful Telepathist; The Practice of Mental Tele-

Pathx; How_Thoughts are Transmilted; The Exerciae whereb

he Aura is Developed; The Theraptntic Effects of Colonrs—Re
B'.ue, Yellow, and Violet.

Lecture |l.—

Specific Interi retation»: The Philosophy of Oolour and its Sienifi*
cance; The Higher Octaves of Colour: The Therapeutic Effects
cf Colour, Defititely Elucidated; The Lower Octaves of Oclour :
'IAhe Wearing cf Gems, a Reasonable Practice ; the Well-Developea

ura.

Leoturb 111 —

The Human Awura as an Indicator of Health and Character, with
Reflection* on the Aura of Habitation* Health Aura; The Aura

of Buildings ; How to Purify one's Aura; The Psychic Aura; The
Aura of a Ielegl)_

\ athist; The AuricBelt; Heavens and Hells; Dis-
sipated Aura ; The True Philanthropist; Perfect Hannony.

PRICE Is. 2d4. NET, POST FREE.
OFFICE OF LIGHT, iio, ST. MARTINS LANE, W.C.

PSYCHIC FORCE,

mXPERIHSNTAL INVESTIGATION OP A LITTLE-KNOWN POWER.

By GAMBIER BOLTON, F.R.G.S., F.Z.S.

A Manual vor I|nvebtigators.
Ugntentb.—Matiy extracta from SIR WILLIAM GROOKES’ artioles
onthis aubject, also SR. ALFRED RUSSEL WALLAOE S “Miracles and

Modern Spiritualism,' Desertis’s ‘Psychic Phllosqpr\%.’ Hudson Tnttle's
4Arcana of Spiritualism,’ &c.; Working Hypothesis,\What is a Sensitive ?
AStoragc Battery. Experimentswith D. D. Home, Cecil Husk, F. Craddock,
Sir Wm. Crookes’ Experiments and Statements, Phenomena of Percussive
and other allied Sounds, Visual Phenomena, Insensibity to Heat, Levi-
tation, Inanimate and Anlmate Bodies, Apparent Penetration of Matter
by Matter. How can Experiments be carnedout? Instructions, Experi-
ments with Photographie Plates, Flower Healing Test, &.

Boards, 96 pagtt. Price Ic. 2d. nett, post free.
OFyiCl of LIGHT, 110, BT. ASTIiTS LANE, WQ,
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*The Little Pilgrim in the Unseen.” By Mrs.
1 outtm. (VS, 1= m.
11 )bjevtions to Spiritualism Answered.” By
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= Ceeing the Invisible.” Practical Studie« in
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nnmtnn By Jnnna Ocuma. PkD~ P-AJS. Q tti,k N
*Ahristianity and Spiritualism.* By Leon

V. Du BuAM EtHGSntutx Cloth,NIM.

= 1 fter Death' New Enlarged Edition of
2\. Littm trvm Jahn. firnn thnm:h TT T Stand. CVKk,9»IN

1 practical Hypnotism.” Teaching eighteen
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»Yoga, or Transformation.* By W. J. Fuet
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