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NOTES BY THE WAY.

Those who, in their quest of the spiritual, follow the 
gleam of quiet stars may well he disquieted by other lights 
of & more mundane kind, even when these lead in the same 
direotion. There is something suggestive of the flaring 
naphtha lamps of the costermonger in the head-lines with 
which a sensational daily paper reveals its discovery of 
colour therapy and the photography of thought. Here they 
are: |  Curing Diseases by Colour, Flames of Prayer, Eosy- 
hued Clouds of Love, Photos of Toothache.” This is the 
kind of thing which hrings the matter home to the public. 
One of these days the general Press (which, as an acute 
observer remarked, is always some twenty years behind the 
times in regard to everything of real importance) will wake 
up to some other discoveries—the establishment of com- 
munication hetween the two worlds, for instance. How the 
ingenuity of the concocter of flaring head-lines will he 
strained to do justice to a discovery like th a t! Of course 
it will be tremendously overdone—the natural results of 
reaction after a generation of neglect and studied ignorance. 
When wireless telegraphy was in its infancy we talked 
with an electrician who was engaged on the work, who 
complained in tones of mingled amusement and indignation 
of the exaggerated accounts which the newspapers were 
giving of the new discovery. However, in view of what 
bas since been accomplished in connection with wireless, 
they were merely indulging in a kind of wild prophecy. 
Nature seems in the end to catch up with romance.

•  » •  •

To return to the question of colour therapy and the 
photography of the invisible. Tho newspaper referred to 
abore (the "Daily Call’’ of the 26th ult.) commences 
with a reference to the experiments of Commander Darget, 
whose name is so well known to Spiritualists, his photo- 
graphs of “ thought,” of auras, and of the effluences of 
emotion and disease. We are told (in Capital le tte rs )  that 
“Violet kille Microbes” and that “ red light has a bene- 
ficial effect on certain skin diseases.” And tben we read

Red will, however, induce anger, if  not madness, in  human 
beings as well as bulls, and is a  colour said to be provocative of 
the right spirit in eoldien.

This will account for the fact th a t in savage countries the 
most belliccee tribes are devoted to ruddy  colours, bu t i t  does 
not account for the surgeon’s lamp.

If the idea is developed bospitals will be painting the various 
wards in the colours suitable for the cu reof certain diseases.

As a matter of fact, this System has beon adopted in some 
insane ssylume, i t  having been found from experiments that 
oertain colours have a soothing tendency upon varying forms of 
insanity and hyiteria.

Orten is said to be a  favourable colour for students, so that 
| must be the prevailing colour in  schools and Colleges.

We can imagine that some of the Statements in the 
article are like to “ induce anger if not madness” amongst 
serious students of colour therapy and allied subjects. 
Still it has the root of the matter, and greets the discovery 
with an inspiring whoop which is certainly Letter than a 
timid whisper.

. . . .

Having once taken up Archdeacon Wilberforce’s new 
hook, “ Seeing God " (Elliot Stock, ls. Cd. net), we conld 
not lay it down tili we had finished its perusal. Meanwhile 
we had marked so many striking passages that it was diffi- 
cult to decide which to select for quotation. To readers 
interested in psycho-therapy, perhaps the following, dealing 
with one aspect of the doctrine of the Divine immanence, 
will mäke a special appeal:—

You are not tempted to the sin of criticising the goodness of 
God when you remember that Immanence must include sensi- 
tiveness. I t  makes you a thousand times more eager to relieve 
pain, because you know that the sufferer is one with the Infinite 
Life, and God and His vehicles cannot be separated. If you 
believe in tbe universal sensitiveness of Immanent Spirit, you 
know that, in some wonderful manner beyond our definition, 
God Himself is snffering in and with that sufierer, restrained by 
the perfection of His preordained purpose from objective inter- 
ference,but ready in a moment to respond to intense faith which 
focuses and specialises the love and power of the undifferentiated 
Infinite Spirit upon that suffering body. That is God transcen- 
dent, focussing power upon the vehicleof God Immanent. Again 
and again have I seen pain taken away when hands have been laid 
upon the sufferer, and prayer offered, in this attitude of mind. 
Again and again has it happened when you, at our intercession.*, 
have thus special ised the Fresence upon some case. Again and 
sgain has it been said to me “ at eight o’clock on Sunday night 
the pain ceased and the patient slept.” Let us, in times of 
crisis, while using our human judgment to the utmost of our 
ability, worry about nothing. Grieve we must, often; but worry, 
n p :

From all clear, courageous, philosophic thinking, Arch­
deacon Wilberforce holds there is but one conclusion. 
“ Only God is.”

There are no really insoluble Problems, because everything is 
in its right place in the cosmic order. I f  its place in the cosmic 
Order is such that i t  is your duty to readjust it, then that was 
ics right place, as a stimulating agency to you. "A ll things,” 
however apparently contradictory, “ work together for good.” 
The ultimate end depends not upon your or my choosing aright, 
thougb our individual education may greatly depend upon it. 
The ultimate end depends upon the power of Infinite Mind to 
bring His nature into perfect manifestation in Hisown children, 
and, in this, He cannot fail.

. . . .

In “ Telepathy, or the Power of Thought Trans- 
ference,” by J. C. F. Grumbine (Fowler & Co., 2s. 6d. net), 
thought is considered to be of spiritual origin, and tele­
pathy is regarded as a supernormal power, and not, as some 
psychologists teach, an obscure function of the brain. In 
tbe author’s opinion the investigations of psychical 
research and the teachings of Spiritualism lead inevitably 
to these conclusions. He imagines the brain to be a highly 
sensitised coherer by which spiritual vibrations can be 
received and brought into relation with the mind, and thus 
engender thoughts which “ fit into the warp and woof of 
the 80ul’s needs.” At present it is the artist or poet with
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his dreams or inspirations, the musician with his harmonies 
or the mystic with his visions that is the first to respond 
to the spiritual influence. Mr. Grumbine looks forward to 
|  time when the superphysical origin of thought will be 
clearly recognised by Science, and a new basis be given to 
psychology “ upon which a higher education can build an 
enduring civilisation.” The book concludes with a few 
brief rules for experimental work, but its trend generally 
is pbilosophical rathcr than practical.
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ON

“  MÖCKERS, DOUBTERS AND BELIEVERS,”
Or “  Some said it Thundered ; Others, an Angel 

Spoke.”

The doors w ill be opened a t 7 o’clock, and the meeting will 
commence punctually  a t 7.30.

Admission by ticket only. Two tickets are sent to each 
Member, and one to each Associate. O ther friends desiring to 
attend can obtain tickets by applying to Mr. F . W . South, 110, 
St. M artin’s-lane, W .C., accompanying the application by  a 
rem ittance of ls. for each ticket.

The concluding m eeting of the Session will be held in  the 
Salon on Thursday evening, May 6tb , when an address will be 
given by Surgeon George L. Banking, B.A. (Cantab.), M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P. (Lond.), on “  T he W a r : My Psychic Experiences.” 
(Surgeon Ranking is now on active Service w ith the Royal 
Navy.)

MEETINGS AT HO. ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C.
F ob the Study of Psycbical Phekomena.

Clairvoyance.—On Tuesday next, A pril 13th, Miss 
MacCreadie w illgive clairvoyant descriptions a t 3 p.m., and no 
one will he admitted after th a t hour. Fee, ls . each to Associates ; 
Members free ; for friends introduced by them, 2s. each.

F riendly I ntercourse. —  Members and Associates are 
invited to attend the rooms at 110, St. M artin’s-lane, on 
Wednesday afternoons, from 3 to  4, and to introduce friends 
interested in  Spiritualism, for informal conversation, the ex- 
change of experiences, and m utual helpfulness.

Talks with a Spirit Control.—On Wednesday next, April 
14th, a t 4 p.m., Mrs. M. H. Wallis, nnder sp irit control, will 
rep l; to questions from the audience relating to life here and on 

the other aide," mediumship, and the phenomena and philoeophy 
of Spiritualism generally. Admission, l s . ; Members and 
Associates free. Members have the P riv ileg  of introducing 
ont friend to this meeting without payment. Yisitors should 
he prepared with w ritten inquiries of general imtereet to submit 
to the control. Students and inquirers alike will find these 
meetings especially usefnl in helping them to solve perplexing 
Problems and to realise the actuality of spirit Personality.

P byohio  C labs.—On Thursday next, April 16tb, a t 5 p.m., 
lecture.by Mr. W. J .  Vanstone, Ph. D. Suh ject: “ Concentration : 
Method, Development, and Power.”

Spirit H ealing.—On Monday afternoons, Mr. Percy R. 
Street, the healing medium, will attend a t the rooma of the 
London Spiritualist Alliance, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C., 
from 3.40 to 6.20, for diagnosis by a spirit control and magnetie 
healing. For Membera of the Alliance only. Reduced fees as 
usual. Appointments to be made.

T h e  H u s k  F u n d .— M r. W m . F itch -R u file , o f 9 , A ld e rn ey - 
s tre e t , P im lico , S.W., w ho  is  w e ll k n o w n  to  m an y  o f o u r  
re ad e rs  as a  good c la irv o y a n t a n d  te s t m ed iu m , offers h is  Services 
o n  b e h a lf  o f th ia  fu n d  if  an y  fr ien d  in te re s ted  w ill a rran g e  a  
spec ia l s i t t in g  fo r  th e  purpose.

SUGGESTION.

Some E veryday Experiences.

By H . E bnest H ont.

H ave you ever jum ped ou t of bed on a Summer momii 
when th e  sun bas been Streaming in a t tbe window, feeling thi 
i t  is good to be alive ; and have you ever awakened on sou 
du ll, gloomy day w ith  a sense of depressioo, and riien ni 
w illingly, unhopefully, to face the usual round 1 If so, youh« 
taken  your tone from  your su rround ings; from the sunshin 
and th e  gloom come your vigour and your dulluess, and thi 
reflection w ith in  yourself of th e  things around you is preciael; 
w bat the  scienti9ts refer to as the  effect of Suggestion. Hivii| 
arisen, you fo rth w ith  proceed to  dress according to the usual 
rou tine , obeying th e  Suggestion of habit in performing the sau 
sacred rites a t  the  accuatomed tim e and place ; downstairs, yoo 
open the  regulär new spaper a t  the regulär page, read the regulär 
item s ; you eat th e  usual things for breakfast and then proceed 
to business ( I  speak of the  male gender which, cmterit partim, 
m ay here be understood to include also the female) at the usual 
tim e in the  usual way. We m ight follow you to the Office oi 
the  m art and watch you conform ing to the Suggestion of habit, 
o r the  hab it of Suggestion, all your day, but it would only be 
labouring an  already obvious point, for we have seen that you 
have done these identical things so often tbat it would nor 
really require a  greater effort to do anything eise, and naturally 
you choose the  easier way ) we all do.

Ferhaps you thought th a t Suggestion was uncanny and 
connected w ith black magic, something in  short to be avoided 
and no t m entioned in  respectable circles 1 Of course that idea 
does exist, and m any estimable people a t tbe mere sound of tbe 
name sh u t th e ir teeth w ith  a snap like a spring lock and set 
th e ir lips in  stern  disapproval, refusing to discuss or bare any 
fu rth er dealings w ith  so disreputable a topic.

B u t all the same, e ven these people themselves, whetbertbey 
like i t  or no, w hether they recognise or disbelieve it, live all day 
long in  a sea of Suggestion ju s ta s  naturally as tbey live in an 
ocean of a i r ; they realise, however, something about tbe air 
and adapt themselves so as to fit in w ith its properties andsecure 
the  best results for themselves, b u t they prefer in the equally 
im portant m atter of Suggestion to  tread blindly and ignonntly 
in  its mazes, trusting, in  thoroughly Euglish fashion, to "muddle 
through somehow.”

Children are the  worst sufferers of all, because they an 
intensely sensitive and open to Suggestion, and have little or no 
power to defend themselves ; they absorb ideas from their 
parents, their nurses,* and everyone around them as easily aa a 
sponge sucks up  water. They are told many times a day tbat 
they  are naughty, and not once that they are good, so tbat tbe 
odds, laid (in effect) by the parent or nurse, are more than fort; 
to one th a t they  w ill grow naughty. I t  is the most natural 
th ing  in the world, for the only formation of character possible 
is through the medium of the thoughts.

A  man once went to business, and his fellows in the offiee 
arranged, as a practical joke, to teil him, one after the other and 
apparently independently, how ill he looked. They did so, and 
sure enough presently he had to go off home, actuslly and reell; 
physically ill as a result of these suggestiona Of course ne 
mother will play practical jokes on her child, but when in, 
perhaps, a  more roundabout yet equally effective way the fond 
parent says, “  I  suppose that, now measles are about, John itj 
sure to get them ; he’s bound to have them some time,” poor 
little  John is indeed more than likely to doso, nsaistèd thereto 
in  no small measure by mother.

“  Imagination,” you say. Perhaps so, but is not imsginatiou 
ju st the power of making thought-pioturea, and are not then 
the true origin of everything that is made ? The ehair you alt 
on—eomeone must have tbought-imaged it beforo ft coutd hin 
been ehaped in wood ; and is not architecture “ froren pootry,” 
the poetry of thoughte 1 Thoughts of illneas tend to lower the 
vitality and produce illness, and thoughta of well-being and 
health work towarda bringing health { any medical man will teil 
you thia, if your own common-sense is not to be trneted.

I t  comes rather hard on a yonngater, then, to bave to absorb
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forty thoughts o f  being naughty and none of b e i D g  g o o d ,  and 
forty thoughts of i l ln e s s  and none oE h e a l t b ,  and still to be 
expected to be good and well. Xt is certainly no more e n o o u r a g i n g  

to be brooght up on “ don’t do tbat ” instead oE “ do thia ” than 
it was for the man wbo was continually i n e t  witb “ I say, old 
cbip, you look pretty i l l  thia morning.” And we all know the 
story of tbe child wbo, being aaked her name, declared in  all 
good faith that it was “ Mary Don’t  ” ; ahe had never beard 
auytbing eise 1 Thia is wby I  think a special prayer ought to 
be compiled on behalf oX all little  c h i l d r e n  “ euggested ” into 
bad babita and ill bealth by amiable but stupid people around 
them. Xt would be quite as easy to offer to cbildren forty 
thonghts of the helpful kind and to omit the other kind 
altogether: not only the child bu t the parents would benefiL 
Dr. Tuckey records how a poor hospital patient was handed a 
prescription by an eminent physician with the assurance “ Take 
ihia, it will do you good." A t his next v i s i t  the man was asked 
for the prescription and replied that he had swallowed it, and 
that it had done him a power of good I

Childreu most rcadily absorb suggestions, but in process of 
time the suggestions absorbed becoine solidified into character ; 
consequently as we grow older our ideas acquire a bias whicb 
discounts any suggestions that conflict with it. For instance, ii 
I am successful in business and a lugubrious acquaintance comes 
up and assures me that everything is going to the dogs, I  refuse 
to entertain the idea, and he on his side is unable to accept my 
Suggestion tbat the outlook is rosy. Our bias leads us different 
ways, rendering me immune to harmful ideas, and my sad-eyed 
friend impervious to helpful ones. So do we build our worlds 
by refusing to accept what we do not like, and readily 
assimilating what accords with our ideas.

The fault with most people is that on so mauy points they 
are like a certain famous politician in haviog “  no settled 
convictions ” ; their minds are in a “  muzzy ” state, and if a 
determined person comes along and speaks very definitely they 
believe what he says, and then if another one follows and argues 
the exact opposite still more emphatically, they topple over 
again to his opinion ; they are “  suggestible ” either way, as 
most of us are suggestible except on the points where we have 
formed strong opinions.

If we had a fixed opinion that we were incapable of being 
intluenced by the wealher, we should wake up ju st as cheerful 
when the rain was tumbling down as when the sun streamed 
through the casement; if we knew exactly what we intended to 
purchase when we entered the shop, the enterprising assistant 
would not be able to r  suggest ” us into taking something more 
expensive or “ just as good ” which we did not want, and we 
should not find ourselves wondering when we got outside why 
on earth we did it. The careful suburban housewife does 
quite rightly when she shuts the door on the nose of the 
persuasive tout who wants to seil her what she does not require ; 
she has an instinctive feeling that if she allows him to talk he 
may over-persuade her by his suggestions, and not lacking 
settled convietions on this point she translates them into action.

We absorb suggestions—in the same way, but perhaps not so 
readily as children—fron» our newspapers, which must reiterate 
a consiatent policy from day to day or lose their suggestive 
weight' and our Support; from our circumstances, our 
companions, from here, there and everywhere, even from the 
advertisement hoardings. “ Watch this space,” says one, and 
eure enough, without even meaning to, we do watch it. Many, 
if not most of the suggestions are absorbed all unconsciously ; 
we may feel, for example, a tritte “ off colour,” and up to our 
mind, from our Suggestion store-cupboard, comes that Oracle we 
once read somewhere, “ You must take something some time.” 
Our thoughts run on, and in logical sequence we remember 
inotber advertisement of So-and-So’s Perfect Blue Pills, and we 
proceed forth to buy a box ! then the final picture of the happy 
man with the perennial smile of health comes into mind as a 
parting Suggestion, and we are cured. If  we had eaten that 
advertisement with the happy faith of Dr. Tuckey's hospital 
palient the reault would have been the same.

“ Faith,’’ as the l i t t le  boy said , “ is w h a t enab les yo u  to  
f  believe what you know is n o t tru e .” Suggestion Works som ew hat 

in the same w&y j and  th e  best method of find ing  o u t if  you are

suggestible or not is to wait until your strong-minded friecd 
says very forcibly to you, “ My dear fellow, you dorit meau to 
dissgree with what I say ? ”—then if you are auggestible you will 
find yourself replying, “ No, of course not, old man,” and if 
you are not suggestible you will be able to conlradict him. I t  
is a pretty safe teat. But the agitator also knows the power of 
Suggestion when he shouts from his platform, “ That’s what I . 
say, that’s what every working man who isn’t  a blackleg would 
say, that’s what we all say. Now, if there’s a man in this hall 
who wants to say the contrary, let him come up and say so, 
now’s the time and we’re all listening ; let him come ’ere on the 
platform and say so. ’ But no one ever does; so the agitator 
has it all his own way. People are so suggestible!

MESSAGES WITHIN A CLOSED SLATE.

E lla Wheeler W ilcox’s Experience.

In  an article by Ella Wheeler Wilcox in "  Reason ” for 
March, the gifted American poetess narrates the following ex­
perience which aubstantiated for her the fact of spirit com- 
munion :—

A woman of good birth, social Position and culture called 
upon me a few years ago. We possessed mutual friends, but 
had ne\er before met. I  had heard of the remarkable psychic 
power of this lady, known only to her intimate associates, and 
never employed for gain, as she was bom in afHuence and had 
married a man of means. I  mentioned what I  had heard of her 
and expressed a with for a test. My caller setmed emharrassed 
and said : “ I  do not like to tamper with this stränge force. I 
have possessed it since a child, and my father nearly lost his 
mind investigating these things. My husband is violently 
opposed to the whole matter, and I rarely permit myself to give 
any exhibitions of my powers to any one. I  confess I  do not 
understand my gifte, and am a little afraid of them.”

However, after some persuasion she consented to oblige me.
I was living in  a New York hotel at the time. I  senta bell-boy 
to a lady whose chüdren attended school and obtained two 
slates. But we had not pencils; and at my Suggestion the 
paychic for the first time tried to obtain messages on note-paper 
between two slates. With the paper I placed a morsel of lead 
pencil about the size of the end of a darning needle, a pencil so 
small that i t  would not have been held under the finger-nail 
without losing itself.

I  alone touched the paper ; I  alone touched the pencil; the 
paper bore the hotel mark, and I  took it from my desk, with my 
own hands. The room was brilliantly lighted. After I placed 
the paper and pencil between the slates, my caller held two ends 
of the slates in her hands and I held the other two. Almost 
instantly the closed slates were jerked and pulled as by some 
violent force; and on the table and on the back of my chair 
knockiogs were distinctly audible.

Upon the paper in a fine, spider-like penmanship, but per- 
fectly legible, was a most tender and motherly message bearing 
the signature of my husband’s mother, who died when he was a 
small child ; a young mother who had lived her sweet brief life 
in an obscure New England villsge, and whose name and history 
are not known to one friend in one hundred of our circle of 
acquaint&nces.

I replaced other sheets of paper and in all six messages were 
given m e; all from different people, and all under the glare of a 
fully lighted electric chandelier, and all in my own room and with 
my own materials. Several of these messages contained assertions 
and Statements to which time has since given added weight. This 
experience occurred eight years ago. I  know that I was not 
under an hallucination ; I  know that I was not in a hypnotic 
state ; I  know that the slates were not tampered witb, and that 
I  alone touched the paper and pencil; I know that no financial 
conaideration entered into the experiment; and I know that 
some power not explainable by physical Science must have been 
a t work.

I t  seems to me, in the light of such au experience, as stupid 
as i t  is stubborn to deny the fact of communic&tion with realms 
beyond. This is but one of many convincing experiments which 
have come to me in the course of my investigations.

In  the meantime I  believe only those who wish to eatablish 
the spiritual truths on a scientific basis should tamper with these 
iuvieible forces, just as no one ignorant of the laws of electricity 
should he allowed to juggle with the wires or the batteries. I 
believe it is a sin against ourselves to seek continual advice and 
Information from the disembodied regarding our material affairs. 
I t  prevents our own psychic development, our use of our own 
divine powers.
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DR. KILNER’S SCREENS.

B i  J . B. Gall.

i l y  sincere  th a n k s  a re  duë to  th e  E ev . C harle s  L. T w eedale  
a n d  M r. J .  F .  G em s fo r  th e i r  response to  my ap p ea l fo r  
In fo rm a tio n  o n  th is  s u b je c t

I  hare read Dr. Kilner’s book bnt hare  not yet been able to 
use the screens. I  leara from the book as follows !—

1. Auric rays may be directed or propelled by an effort of 
will.

2. The anra is not lnminons in  the dark but requires a 
feeble daylight illnmination for i t  to be rendered visible.

3. By means of the screens, similar halos or nebnlous hazes 
znay be detected Surround in g  magnets, radio-active substances 
and the poles of a galvanic cell or the electrical condnctor 
connecting them . In  some of these cases daylight illumination 
appears to be necessary.

4. AU these clonds are m utually attractive, and auras from 
two persons may similarly react and blend.

5. The anric emanation is almost certainly of a qnality akin 
to light in that its constitnent rays are fonnd to occnpy mainly 
the ultra-violet portion of the spectrnm, which is of conrse not 
visible to normal vision.

From these facts I  dednce in  a general manner the foUowing :—
In  the first place they appear to throw light on the rationale 

of the processes of peycho-therapy. We have an historic 
instance in Cbrist’s healing of the woman with an issne of 
blood. She said : “ If  I may b a t touch H is garment I  shall be 
whole.” She was probably I  psychic and feit “ w ithin her 
bones ” th a t with Hirn was abnndance of vitality and healing. 
I t  is conceivable that the m utnal reaction of His and her anras 
wrought this conviction w ithin her. She touched, their anras 
blended, and so mnch vital force was transmitted as to react 
potently on her organism and stannch the flow. The physiology 
of the eure I  dp not attem pt to define.

This was a case of involnntary transmission of auric force, 
for He perceived th a t virtne had gone out of Hirn. The cleansing 
of the leper, to whom Jesus said “  I  will, be thon clean,” affords 
an example of eure wronght by voluntary mental projection of 
auric force.

As to the anra iteelf, i t  is evident from the second and third 
of the above Statements th a t the particular ray or qoality of 
light rendering i t  and other hazes visible is present in  daylight. 
W ilhont the Stimulation of daylight falling on the retina the 
eye wonld nearly always prove to be insensible to the rays 
emitted or transmitted from the various clonds or hazes. To 
account for this peculiar state of visibility i t  seems almost 
essential to postnlate the presence of particles of attenuated 
m atter or localised condensations of the ether acting as p o in t i  
d’a p p u i, a t which light rays are incident and reflected or 
generated.

To consider still fnrther the philoeophy (or is i t  not the 
Science ?) of these phenomena. I  note th a t Mr. Gems concludes 
that the human aura must surely be the human spirit, bu t from 
“  3 ” and “ 4 ” I  ralher conclude that the human aura is the 
physical manifestation of a force dependent for its msnifestation 
in  a perfectly definite and exoct, though unknowu, way upon 
ihe healthy discharge of some or all of the physiological 
functioDs. I f  the body ails, the aura is affected. I t  is difficult 
to believe that the spirit is so subservient to the ills of flesh, and 
depends so intimately on bodily health for its welfare.

This force is analogous to, if not cloeely allied with, 
magnetism and electricity, in that i t  indnees States of strain in 
the ether, thus producing luminous effecta. In  other words, 
the  aura is in  some respects defined as a luminous effect of a 
vital force.

If  this is so, the “  striking trium ph ” referred to by the Rev. 
Charles L. Tweedale (p. 136), is as much a trium ph for things 
physical as for thinga psychic. Indeed, a suspicion is awnkened, 
as a result of Dr. Kilner’s researches, that there is possibly no 
real difference between realms physical and psychic. Is the 
latter bu t an extension of the fonner, with its Science yet to be 
revealed  1

To return to our subject, I  conceive that auric forces, which

have received from time to time the various iyuoojm_ 
magnetism, zo-ether, vir, virtue, psychic force, Sc.-*, 
exercised voluntarily in bypnotism, mental and magnetic halb, 
telepathy and travelling clairvoyance or soul projection, aal 
involuntarily in all phases of material phenotneua. Thi 
advantages of good health for mediums and all partiripatioi ii 
psychic activities become at once apparent if it indeed he that 
the so-caUed magnetism and psychic force are identical with Ihe 
vital force of which the aura is a manifestation. A stroog 
medium has much of this vital force, which is dependent in 
some measure on health vitality, but must not be confounded 
there with.

FinaUy, rnferring to Mr. W. S. Crawford’s letter to Lion I 
of March 20th on the subject of the ethereal transmiasion ol I 
thought, when he writes of pulses through a psycho-plasmit I 
field on a galvanometer needle, does he not mean that anrie I 
force was the deflective agency 1 I f  so, it shonld be posahle Io | 
deflect a galvanometer needle by means of anric force direeted I 
by an effort of will, and we have indeed achieved progtea 
towards correlating physical and psychic phenomena.

DEATH IN MINIATURE.

The trance condition is the warrant of death and the propheey 
of fu tu r ity ; i t  is, in its revelation of the higher capacitiea jjj 
human nature, the measure and certain indication, the Bind- 
post, as i t  were, upon the highway of eternal life, pointing 
to the mountains of wisdom that lie, perhaps, still enshrondsd 
by the mists of ignorance, and thereby concealed from the 
understanding of hum anity to-day. We are aware tbst 
chis is a great and somewhat startling claim, bnt yet n  
th in k  the m atters we are about to present will more thm 
justify i t  I for you will bear in  mind that if death u u 
impassable gulf over which the spirit can never retma to 
mortality, there can be no sort of evidence presented in thiovorld 
th a t can teil you what is upon the other äide of that gult Bot 
if there can be a miniature representation of, or a correspondeme 
to, that phenomenon which is called death, then there is a riodim- 
tion of death, an Interpretation of its issues, an explanation ol iti 
consequences ; and if  th a t miniature representation cm te 
experienced by the individual, and he retum  to human lifo and 
consciousness again, two ends are gained ; first, the realisationof 
an existence of himself apart from his external and uutoiil 
body w ith its outward consciousness; secondly, his ability to 
trium ph over the limitations of his material environmenU, and 
then re tum  to all its possessions in their fulness and entirety.

Thus you see that virtually the trance, which is this 
miniature representation of death, gives you the key by which 
you may transcend the environmenta of mortality and ascend 
into the domain of spirituality. I t  is, indeed, the doorviy Io 
the occalt—to th a t which is hidden from the ordinaryinveatip- 
tion and outward consciousness—a passage-way from the rahn 
of action upon the exteraal side of life to the realm of schon 
upon the internal side of life ; b a t in every esse its openiif 
depends upon your own organic constitutione, yonr mental, 
nervous, and spiritual possibilities and environments—the mcsai 
upon which you will be dependent to open this portal for 
yoursélves. . .

W hat is meant by the Statement that the trance is the door- 
way to the occult 1 I t  is really the method by which you in 
enabled to solve the problem of death withont dying, to come 
face to face with tbe realities of the immortal life withoat 
actually becoming an entity living therein. Ia this tmel Oer 
answer is yes, for experience abundantly substantiatss it— 
“  Practical Occultism,” by J .  J .  Mo rse .

I t is an exquisite and beautiful thing in our nature, that whee 
the heart is touched and aoftened by some tranqnil happiges er 
affectionate feeling, the memory of the dead comes over it mol 
powerfully and irresistibly. I t  wonld almost seem is thougb 
our better thonghts and sympathiea were charma, in virtue cf 
which the soul is enabled to hold some vague and mysteriös) 
intarcourse with the spirits of those whom we dearly loved in life. 
Alas, how often and how long may those patient angeb hont 
above us watching for the spell which is so seldom uttered and 
so soon forgotten__ D ic k e n s .
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THE W0RLD-CR1SIS AND ITS PURPOSE.

A Prooess ö l  Spiritual T ransmutation.

The spiritual warrior is called the valiant in  deeds, and an 
andent legend teils us that aa he struggles and endures on earth, 
the stature of his angel grows in heaven, and his heroic deeds 
weave for him a tobe of glory on high. This is a heantiful 
figure and a loft; hope ; bat if spiritual life is immediate and 
wholemahing, there is no need to think of spiritual realities as 
hidden in some other world ; we should rather try to find them 
present in our daily circumstancea. And if we did so persever- 
ingly «e might reach even to the high faith that every cloud 
his its silver lining here and now spiritually, that the underply 
oi life’s weaving is at the same time the necessary reveree of the 
perfect pattern, and the two naturall y go together ; that in  the 
wholeness of the spirit every onter pain, labour and stiuggle is 
instantaneonsly complemented by an inner joy, rest and peace.
And further the gosi>el of the spirit teaches that we need not 
mit for physical death to be assured of th is ; bu t that in life it 
is poesible to rise from the dead to some measure of this spiritual 
consciousness.

Subconscioualy, in s tin c tiv e ly  a n d  in tu it iv e ly  m an y  accom plish 
greater results th a n  th ey  a re  eonscious of, a n d  th is  especially  in  
times of crisis. B u t i t  is  o u r h ig h  d e s tin y  to  becom e sp iritu a lly  
conscious here, and  a  Suggestion m ay  be  offered o n  one w ay of 
making a Start.

If when immersed in our personal difficulties, our worries 
and our pains, we could remember this doctrine of the 
natnre of spirit, i t  would already bring alleviation, purge 
the feeling of resentment and give us a pause, in which 
«e might still further free ourselves by pouring forth 
good will and eympathy to all who suffer, and this the more 
genuinely because of our present passion. And when this 
spiritual act is accomplished, i t  is possible to attempt the experi- 
ment. We are surrounded by our fate ; things happen and we 
react to them; our little passions are stirred in answer to the 
great passion-play of Nature ; we act and juin the dance of the 
atoms. If we now have faith that the natural power of passion 
is of the epirit essentially, and if we deliberately refer i t  to 
its source, and offer it on the altar of resignation and dedicate 
it to the highest purpose, then the spirit will take i t  to itself 
and purify and harmonise it, and transmute it for our blessing 
and the blessing of others. I t  is, however, not for us to decide 
the outer outcome for ourselves according to our own desires ; 
the great purpose is beyond our comprehension. And who can 
doubt this when the supreme prayer of the Christ in agony 
is: " I f  it be possible, let this cup pass away from me ; 
nevertheless, not as 1 will, bu t as thou w ilt ” 1 The human 
element of transmutation is resignation, balance, equanimity ; 
but it ia the divine alchemist who perfects the Operation. AU 
this ipplies to the individual; bu t they who are beginning to 
live spirituaUy, though they may not be conscious spiritually, 
are the most worthy citizens a state can have, and beyond this 
are natural cosmopolitans, burghers of the world, alive to the 
wider interests of humanity as a whole and solicitous of its 
welfare. But Strange to say, what is for the most part a 
hidden process in the individual, becomes a working that aU 
may see in the masses in times of great crisis.

That there are many millioua striving alter the ideal of 
human betterment in many ways, and that because of this 

l spiritual transmutation is being effected on a vast scale, is patent 
in these daya of unparaUeled strain and tension, test and trial. 
This terrible world-crisis, when impersonal passion is playing 
on us on so colossal a scale, has already called forth in answer a 
vast amount of genuine personal self-sacrifice ; never before has 
humanity been so attentive to any happening on earth ; never 
before has the moral conscience of mankind been so stirred. 
These gigantic facta point to a genuine spiritual leaven working 
in the world* miss, and we need not despair. The reins of 
deatiny are in wiser hands than ours ; but humanity has already 
reaponded nobly to the lash of fateful circumstance and is be­
ginning to pull itself together.

It is no good to fix our gloomy gaze on the dark side of 
things; the blacker they seem the more brightly shines the sun

on the other side of tbe cloud. Indeed, it is already shimng 
through the murk in many places, and the light that bas got 
through is brilliant with promise of the future. The clouds of 
a world-war are blacker than the pit, and its horrors unspeak- 
able ; but just because of this, humanity, at this period of its 
development, with the proved latent spiritual power in it, is 
very near to winning a spiritual place in the aun.

—From “ Spiritual Use of War,” by Mr. G. R. S. Mead 
in “ The Quest.”

«« OUT-OF-THE-BODY ” EXPERIENCES.

Who have real authority on their side, the scientists or the 
psychics 1 Ur. Arthur Mallord Turner, M.A, has no doubt about 
the answer to that question. He writes us that personally he 
considers that students of the “ other aide" should leave scientific 
people alone, unless the latter are out to learn, and not simply to 
talk about very out-of-date “ facts” or merely to scoff. The 
average scientist’s facta are, in his view, only stopping-places on 
the way to new idau, while the facts of the occultist or psychic 
lead to new aperimca. Mr. Turner proceeds to allude to his 
own experiences and some facts relative thereto:—

As to the study of and work among those who have passed 
over, I  prefer working out of the physical body myself. Fre- 
quently, alter alittle practice one can leave the body consciously, 
seeing it in the bed or armchair. I  have always found it better 
to meet the physically dead on their own ground than toencour- 
age the revival of their earth memories and experiences, but I  
would uot tie aoyone down to this method. A large number cf 
people can quite easily and safely learn to function apart from 
their physical vehicles, and this, unless one has a coarse or 
rather animal nature, has the advantage in the main of being 
thoroughly pleasant.

W ith regard to the human Personality itself, I  would say that 
i t  is simply “ put on” or used by the soul or ego at physical 
birth, the latter (the soul orego)having in its tum  been “ put on” 
by the spirit, seif or monad—it matters not what you call it, 
provided you understand the terms—when the latter became 
relatively conscious after its apparent or so-called separate exist- 
ence apart from the absolute consciousness commenced. Now 
after the descent of the spirit into the lowest form of matter 
(i.e, the physical) it would simply be "snuffed out” in the 
absolute conscionsness if i t  retumed to it immediately after the 
demise of the physical body, so the human personality is there- 
fore three-fold, or has three aspects, which enable the spirit by 
means of the soul and body (the latter, of course, meaning the 
Personality) to get back gradually, and so retain its expanding 
consciousness of relativity. After physical death the human 
being functions for either a short, moderate or long time— 
according to the kind of earth life which he or she led—in a 
world of desires, immediately, for the most part, surrounding 
the physical earth, and later passes on to a second series of 
spheres where mental pictures or ideals may be at once realised 
by the action of thought on the extremely fine matter which 
composes such spheres. Thus the heavenly state of conscious­
ness is realised. The soul or ego through which the spirit 
functions, in addition to the personality, is four-fold, but its state 
of consciousness is practically indescribable in physical language.

The more or less immediate state of consciousness after death 
depends solely ou the kind of earth-life led and the manner of 
passing over. Death from old age or disease gives a gradual 
recovery of consciousness, while violent death gives a sudden 
recovery. Some of us out-of-the-body workers have learned lo 
avoid the results of a bayonet Charge on the other side when the 
physical deaths have been numerous, painful and violent, but on 
the other haud violent or sudden death may have the recovery of 
consciousness modified by the thought of the human being at the 
time of “ going out.” The writer remembers meeting a young 
officer who, when he was shot dead in his trencb, was moodily 
thinking of what his people were doing iu their Somersetshire 
home, and he recovered consciousness amid his home surround- 
ings, fortunately at night, so that his people were apart from 
their phyaical bodies aud thus were companionable to him. My 
advice to anyone who is interested in life alter death or the 
human Personality is to investigate it—get personal experience 
and knowledge, for there are plenty of ways. Don’t  argue 
whether the human personality survives physical death or not— 
find out. There ought really to be no room for thinking it does 
or it does not, as the dass of people who have approached this 
subject in any way whatever are simply divided into two 
types, namely, those who know and those who do not knote.

m

W hat  a m an believes ia always of more importance th an  w hat 
he  doean’t  believe. W e live on ou r positives, no t on our negatives.
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OF HUMAN DIGNITY.

M any others besides O liver G oldsm ith have m ade the 
Observation th a t  the  educated classes of all nations are 
very much a like  in th e  qualitiea of courtesy and self-control 
in  th e ir  behaviour tow ards each other. Goldsm ith made 
th e  discovery during  his travela on the  Continent. I t  was 
from the  boor and no t from th e  Scholar that he sufiered 
ill-treatm ent in  his wanderings. Developm ent of m ind, in  
short, carries w ith i t  a  certain  grow th in soul-quality. P e r­
sonal ha treds are alw ays the  outcome of ignorance and 
undevelopm ent. T he loading m inds of th e  m ost violently 
opposed forms of religion and politics often m eet amicably 
together, sinking th e ir difierences of view in  th e ir common 
hum anity , and occasionally finding am usem ent in  the  ran- 
corous squabbles of th e ir followers. I t  is very certain th a t 
these would in m any cases find them selres u tte rly  unable 
to  understand th e  sentim ent which nnderlay the  social 
u n ity  of th e ir Ieaders—the idea of hum an d ign ity . T hat 
sentim ent m ight be called by  various nam es—chivalry, 
courtesy, good breeding, “ gentlem anliness.” T o us it 
represents sim ply an expression of hum anity—a  term  with 
a  vory large meanüig. I t  Stands for grow th in the  hum an 
scale, grow th away from the impulses of the  lowor nature 
of th e  animal from which th e  race is emerging.

W hen during  the  siege of a  French town by the 
Euglish in the  M iddle Ages, an English kn igh t rode boldly 
up to  the  gates, his feat was greeted  w ith applause by the 
Fronch kn igh ts am ongst the  defenders, who refrained from 
attacking him . B u t such evideuces of hum anity are not 
confined to  th e  superior ordere. In  m any of the  g reat 
wäre of the  world the  opposiug forces am ongst the  rank  and 
filo, forgetting  th e ir  difierences for a  time, have fraternised 
together tili the  bugles called them  to take up  the fight 
again.

M ay i t  no t be said in view of such examples th a t what 
th e  world needs for its  advaucem en tisno tsom uchadvance  
in  Science, philosophy, o r even religion (considered as u body 
of doctriues and boliefs) as grow th in hum anity 1 I t  has 
ofteu beeu urged in excuse for broaches of the moral law 
th a t  th e  perpetrato rs wer« only hum an— th a t ollowance 
m ust be m ade fo r hum an nature. In  tim e to  come, wa 
th ink , th a t  idea will be so far outgrown th a t aots of malice, 
excesses of passion, rancour and boorishness will be regarded 
n o t as th e  outcome of hum an nature, b u t as oflencea 
against hum an na tu re— tho tem porary emergence of the 
tig e r  and tb e  ape.

N o doub t ö fter centuries of false teaching (now being 
outgrow n) concerning the  inherent weakness and wicked-

noss of hum an nature, this simple prinoiple ot lifo atl] 
conduct will take some tim e to make its way into univcmi 
acceptance. B u t th a t acceptance will oome, and it «j|| 
come through the general advance of mankind in dl 
directions of knowledgo and experience. All religiona. 
and no t any one exclusively, will do their ahare. So will 
all forms of philosophy, Science and art. Enoh will con- 
tributo som cthing to  the general Commonwealth. Material- 
ism will do its  p a rt in conferring power over the phyaiml 
world, Spiritualism  in extending knowledgo of the wotldi 
beyond, Mysticism in  interpreting States of conscieuinea 
beyond the consciousneas of seif. The theologies will all 
contribute of th e ir b est—such elements of the principlea 
of Love and VVisdom as each contains, and they all contiii 
some m easure of these— and the philosopher of the futun 
will smile a t  the  claim of any particular theology to hin 
been the  sole repository of T ruth . Doubtless, too, he will 
sigh over the bloodshed and misery caused by any of them 
in its n ttem pts to force its  dootrines on “ unbelieven," the 
outcome no t of th e  particular religion concerned but ot 
the undeveloped hum anity  of its followers, of “Man's 
inhum anity  to  m an ” and no t any code of faith or 
conduoL

To day we see the  beginnings of the dawn and rin öl 
Spiritualism  as one of the  main agencies of world-develop- 
m ent. I t  is a  wide term , tak ing  in every movement which 
recognises m an in tho Order of N ature as a spiritual being 
in  process of unfoldm ent, and which studiea him in relation 
to  his d iv iner powers or to  those psychical faculties which 
appear to  be qu ite  independent of moral qualities. Mate- 
rialism  is n ear to  th e  end of its  study of man as an animal. 
Spiritualism  is a t  the  beginning of a  newer Science—the 
study  of th e  m ost h ighly  evolved of the earth’sanimaliin 
its  transition  to  m anhood. There is plenty of confiuion 
and bewilderment, of course. W e are presented with 
theories of all kinds, and behind a  few of them is tbe feint 
snarl of th e  y e t  unextinguished brüte, commanding that 
we adopt its  particu lar theory or sufier all kinds of peius 
and penalties. B u t in  the  m ain tbe wanfc of that humamty 
of which we have spoken is m ost evident in those who 
deny the  sp iritual idea in toto, and in doing so show the 
rancour and intoleranoe whieh belong to the unonltured 
m ind. M any of the theorists have stumbled on thal 
obstruction of superficial th in k ers—the half-trutb. Tbe 
individual, we learn, is extinguished a t death. Quite true, 
as an  anim al—bu t no t as a  man. W e communioato with 
demous in th e  noxt world. Now and again, yos—tho tarne 
k ind of demons as we encounter in this—mon with un- 
developed souls. The communioations alleged to cume 
from th e  n ex t world are due to the subliminal mind. Truo 
again, for in th e  sub-conseious seif lie the springt and 
deeps of sp iritual life as exprossed in the conseioue mind. 
Always th is tendeney to  take a eolitary faot from tho Out­
side world and exalt i t  in to  a  uuitury tru th  1 Here again 
comea in  the  idea of hum anity  w ith which we started—tbe 
idea of the essential d ign ity  of hum anity, which from im- 
posing a  Standard of courtesy  and chivalry risos to s 
recognition of the tru th  th a t  in man himself, and iiowhen 
w ithout, lie all the keys to all the  problems—the uatuto of 
tbe atoni, the  animal, tbe aiigol, the  God.
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STEPP1NG-STONES TO MEDIUMSHIP.

By J. Bronterrk T etlow.

Any Student of the literature of mediumship who bas given 
any serious thoughb to tbe matter caunot fail to bave observed 
timt whilit we bave plenty of books dealing with tbe results of 
mediumsbip, we have none which give a careful study of tbe 
conititutional peouliarities tbat dillerenti&te a medium from tbe 
normal person. I say “ normal person” because Professor 
MoDougal, in bis “ Peychology,” xelegates tbe manifestation of 
mediumsbip and mediumistio States to tbe region of the abnormal.
Tö a large extent tbis is perfeotly true, because tbe funotion of 
mediumsbip bas not yet risen to tbe daily experiences of life, con- 
sciously produced. Mediums bave not realised tbe true order of 
oultivation. Its metbod of exercise is largely abnormal simply 
becauseof ignorance in regard to tbe f unction and its use. Time, 
study, and practice will alter all tbis. The road to tbis end is by a 
deeper study of bypnotism and psycbology. These are tbe 
itepping-stones to a better understanding of medial powers and 
possibilities. A medium is a bypnotic subject, and bas a ränge 
of psyobological peouliarities tbat can be interpreted only 
througb a careful study of tbe psycbology of normal life. By 
au understanding of tbis we sball be able to find a place for 
medial capaoity in tbe normal experiences of life.

No one at tbis time of day would regard tbe word “ hyp- 
notism ” as a suitable term for tbe phenomena wbicb it is intended 
to designate. Hypnosis means sleep. Hypnotic subjects, how- 
ever, do not all sleep. Mediums likewise do not all sleep. They 
are open to tbe xeception of influences whicb convey impressions 
and awaken desire, stir up tbougbt, induce speech; and repro- 
duce tbe moods and bumours of persons otber tban themselves, 
all of wbicb are results equally produced in bypnotic subjects. 
All the stages tbrougb wbicb a bypnotic subject passes are 
observable in a medium—from sligbt changes in tbe sense Organs 
to deep sleep. Botb States require passivity in Order to insure a 
xeceptive condition. Suggestibility is a mood of botb, and results 
are dependent upon tbe organic peculiarities of tbe subject and 
the knowledge and skill of tbe operator.

The line of influence is not equal and alike for all indivi- 
duals, whetber bypnotic or medial subjects. There are three 
lines of spproacb—tbe frontal and tbe basic brain, and tbe 
solar plexus. Tbe exaltation of mental capacity is warmed 
into strengtb by a baptism of magnetism into tbe frontal regions 
of the brain, producing external conditions of partial or com- 
plete insensibility. The roagnetic stroke down tbe back brain 
deadens sensibility, paralyses muscular action and producea a 
mental blankness followed by a stiffening and transformiDg of 
ihe will-energies, after whicb the mental powers slowly operate. 
The highest power is manifested wben tbe whole of tbe coronal 
region is bathed in magnetism. Tbe operations on tbe solar 
plexus do not deaden consciousness, and results of a singulär 
character sometimes occur, such as hearing and seeing from tbis 
portion of tbe organism. I know one celebrated medium wbo 
receives audible messages in this manner. We never feel 
sorrow in tbe bead ; we have mental strain there. We find the 
paralysing effects of grief at tbe solar plexus, wbence tbey are 
transmitted into tbe wbole nerve System, inhibiting muscular 
capacity. The solar plexus being tbe sympathetic ganglion, we 
can understand its importance when we know tbat no very 
strikiug results—bypnotic or medial—can be obtained apart 
from it. Sympathy opens the door for power to enter and stir 
the mental regions into active response. Tbe solar plexus is the 
motor which endows tbe brain witb energy, and awakens tbe 
whole psychical being into life and power.

Mediums and hypnotic subjects are both awakened into 
action by Suggestion. The responsiveness of individuals depeuds 
upon organio and interior characteristics. Tbe wide spbere of 
sensibÜities wbicb can be stirred into action is only realised by 
experience. Sexual passion witb physical results are mentioned 
by Dr. Moll, wbilst many mediums, if so inolined, could a tale 
nnfold. These facts sbow to how low a level suggestibility may 
de base individuals and explain tbe causes of many errors in con- 
duct which would otherwise be inexplicable. One thing is 
certain, howcver, no person need be influenced against bis own

will. On tbe otber band, a careful study of bypnotism and 
mediumsbip will prove tbat bigb and uplifting results are to be 
realised by tbeir aid. A book in Jacks1 series—“Tbe People’s 
Books ”—entitled “ Hypnotism and Self-Education,” isan exceed- 
ingly cbeap and serviceable primer, opening up many avenues 
to wise practice and valuable results. Tbe chapter in Dr. MolVs 
11 H ypnotism “ Tbe Symptoms of Hypnosis,” is especially valu­
able to tbe Student wbo would avoid pitfalls and be freed from 
false notions and mistaken apprehensions. In tbis work tbe 
autbor observes: “ 1 myself bave observed tbe interesting 
pbenomenon tbat subjects bave asked to be awakened wben a 
Suggestion displeased them.” Here we see bow foolisb it is 
for mediums to waste tbeir words in casting responsibility for 
tbeir actions upon spirit agencies wben tbey are condemned for 
tbeir folly.

Dr. Moll 8ayB: 11 We can suggest pain in hypnosis, but 
hypnosis is not a state of pain.” Here we open a wide door in 
regard to medial results. Pain, even acute pain, psychical and 
pbysical, is often a very present fact in tbis connection, so mucb 
so tbat many individuals who come into a developing dass soon 
cease their attendance on tbat account. The intrusion or infu- 
sion of an extraneous magnetism, witb tbe suggestive force tbat 
comes along witb it, can produce remarkable results. Tbe very 
infusion of energy from without, quite apart from any detri- 
mental associations, is often accompanied by pain. There are 
certain aspects of mediumsbip wbere pain is a common factor, as 
for instance, impersonating mediumship. Tbe medium takeson 
all forme of pain from toothache to death agonies. Of course, 
all tbese are purely psychical moods and temporary in tbeir 
Operation and effects, providing tbe process is permitted to take 
its proper course. Ignorance comes in at times and becomes 
mischievous.

One important point not to be overlooked is the question of 
auto-suggestion. I  do not mean tbat a medium is always con- 
scious that a Suggestion bas come from himself. Nevertbeless, 
wilful or not, self-suggestion can be either helpful or otherwise, 
according to its nature and purpose. Were mediums fully alive 
to its Operation and possible effects tbey would save themselves 
often from serious and ridiculous positions by avoiding its use. 
I t can, bowever, be made very useful in tbe breaking up of bad 
habits, from moral deficiencies to faulty speech. The time to 
exercise self-suggestion is at the moment when tbe mind bas 
entered upon its negative mood. Suggestibility is very powerful 
in its operations at tbis particular point Tbe mind is pliable 
and tbe psycbic nature takes up tbe idea wilh considerable force, 
working out most helpful results.

We may now proceed to a study of our second Step, viz., 
psychology. There are many definitions given. Psyche, the 
soul (or mind), logos, speech or science. Professor James describea 
it as a study of consciousness and its operating causes and results. 
Professor McDougal teils us tbat it is a study in behaviour. 
There can be no consciousness without something tbrougb whicb 
it can be expressed, and such expression usually takes tbe form 
of bodily and mental activity, movement and speech. As con­
sciousness cannot exist without some stimulating cause, and 
conduct is one of tbe expressions of consciousness, we must 
look to causes if we are to understand tbe results. In normal 
psychology we can generally gauge tbe causal conditions 
wbicb produce forma of conduct. I say “generally” be­
cause people perform many actions the causes of which are 
hidden away in tbe complex experiences which have preceded 
tbe performance. Such actions lie out of the besten track, and 
are not to be accounted for by ordinary explanations. In the 
study of mediumship we are dealing with a realm of behaviour 
that is deemed abnormal, both as regards the causal operations 
and the results obtained. I say “ causal operations,” because 
tbose Stimuli wbicb act upon the medium are to a large extent 
an unmeasured quantity and unknown in their source.

As I have pointed out, a study of the efiects of hypnotism 
enables us to understand inferentially some of the causal fbrces 
produced by hypnosis. But we can never fully understand the 
medium by inferential methods. Students in normal psychology 
are proceeding along the line of comparative experiences, 
earneatly seeking to find a mathematical ratio on which to base 
the law of performance, but no one medium, hewever complex
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a n d  va ried  b is  ex p crien ca , o r  h o w ev er lo n g  i ts  d u ra tio n , can  be 
s e t  u p  as a  S tan d ard  b y  w h ich  to  g an g e  o p e ra tin g  causes. 
M ed ium s a re  h ig h ly  o rgan ised  h u m a n  bo ings w ith  ten d en cie s  
w h ich , w h en  s t im u la te d , p ro d u c e  c e r ta in  re su lts . G iv en  th is  as  
a  s ta r t in g  p o in t  wo m u s t fo llow  th e  s tu d y  o f th e  su h jeo t o n  th e  
lin e s  a d o p ted  b y  th e  S tu d e n t o f  n o rm a l psycho logy , i f  we a re  to  
a r r iv e  a t  s u ita b le  re su lts . B y  th is  m e th o d  w e m ay  h ope  f in a lly  
to  a r r iv e  a t  so u n d  conclusions , w h ereas  b y  s tu d y in g  iso la ted  
in s ta n ce s  o f  m e d iu m s h ip  w e a r r iv e  no w h ere .

L at us now proceed to a cousideration of some assumptions 
and some known facta How do we hypuotise a  person 'l Auy 
book on hypnotism will inform us. One faot, however, we shall 
never learn f ro m  these book», vis., th a t the hypnotist merges 
himself into h is  suhjeot, and yet there are people who desire us 
to believe th a t this is the method adopted in the ease of a 
medium. W hy ? Because they fail to diserim inate between the 
case of an incarnate and th a t of a  discarnate operator. On this 
question a  study  of refles aetion and the law of mental assoeia- 
tion will explain mueh th a t i s  often inexplioable in a  sdanoe- 
room. F or a  correct understanding of these subjects I  would 
suggest a  study of Prof. McDougal’s "Physiological Psychology” 
and Prof. Jam es’s “  T ext Book of Psychology.”

Knowing som ething of hypnotic m ethods and results, and 
realiaing som ething of norm al m ental aetion, I  am compelled to  
ask, Can a  sp irit aupersede organic function and annihilate  the 
physiological habits of an  in d iv idual?  Judg ing  by w hat is 
quoted in  S ir  Oliver Lodge’s book, “ The Survival of M an,” 
th a t can be done. B n t we have only a S ta tem en t; no proof is 
oflered. On the  o th er side, a  careful s tudy  of the  average 
m edium , norm al and abnorm al, results in  the  discovery th a t 
norm al peculiarities are never wholly p u t aside when in abnormal 
conditions. Knowledge beyond the  medium , y e s ; ab ility  
i n  exceliii, w ithou t d o u b t ; but, w ith i t  all, th e  existence of the  
selfbood as a  positive factor is brought to the  a tten tion  
of the careful Student, thus revealing the  fact th a t the  
in d iv iduality  of the  p e rs o n  is present and is being used to 
ex h ib it peculiarities no t usual to  him  and to convey Info r­
m ation  no t w ith in  h is norm al capacity. T he actor on the  stage 
presents m any phases of character, and when a r t  and dress are 
added the  personal id en tity  is apparen tly  lost in  the  additions. 
Y et never absent from the  greatest actors are those m annerism s 
w hich evince ever the  same underly ing  Personality . I f  we study  
mesmeric subjects we shall find, if  we are careful in  recognising 
th is  fact, some elucidation of w hat are deemed w onderful per- 
fo rm an c e s , v iz .,  the  ab ility  to carry  ou t s u g g e s tio n s  a t  a  p a rticu lar 
tim e in  the  future.

Man is greater than he seems. He only reveals his greatest 
powers under special circumstances, and he does this by occa- 
sionally coming up from the underworld of subconscious being 
into the world of normal existence. Teil the subconscious man 
a fact and he does not readily forget it—nay, be never does 
forget it, or even overlook it at the appointed time. He tries to 
make the outer man know by disturbing his mental peace, and 
succeeds more often than we are ready to ad mit.

It is down in this underworld of our being that the subtle- 
ties and potencies of life exist. There dwell the routine of 
habit, and the cunning of instinct, and that quality which we 
describe by the word intuition—all cultivatable powers. There 
dwell the causal means of reflex aetion and the mental 
powers of aaaociation. There we learn to do things 
without thought because we have done tbem so often and 
never forgot. It is this underworld of our soul with which 
the spirit people are concerned when a medium is under 
“ controL” Can we therefore be astonished at what occurs 
in the séance-room and on the platform ? If we have learned 
sufficient not to be astonished, we are still not without difflculties, 
because we have never yet learned to map out the powers and 
capacities of this underworld, and we are apt to overlook the 
individuality of the medium with his likes and dislikes, limita- 
tions and habits, his culture or lack of it

This underman makes use of the everyday body, creates its 
reflexes and channels of nerve current, and the character and tone 
of those currente. He receives his outer world information by the 
afferent nerves, and reflexes by efferent nerve adaptations. Can 
any spirit taking possession of that man ignore those habits of

yeaw ? Can he ohange  their tone and character in the twinUlgg 
of an eye ? No. So development proceeda alowly, co-otdlnttioi 
and co-operation conaoiously or unoonaciously are brought tnto 
O peration  and th e  litnosa of the individual for certain olasaea o| 
work growa apaoe, all govorned by th e  apecial and peculinr organte 
conditions of the peraon. Henoe th e  variety of medial powtt 
and ita manifeatations.

•THE DAWN OF PEACE."

A Kkmaukaiu.k PsYoniu l'ierm tt

Mr. John  Duncan, of Edinburgh, w ritea:—
I  have been privilegod to be preaent a t a private vlew ol ( 

highly finiabed and ebarm ing work of art—a symbollo pietnre 
by a  well-known Spiritualiat lndy, Mrs. Stewart Smith, ol 
Portobello, Edinburgh. Mrs. Sm ith and her huaband an both 
well known and highly reapected by Edinburgh Spirituillsti 
Thia picture, en titled  " T h e  Dawn of Peaoe,” waa commonccd 
some thirty-seven years ago, and laid aside, curtained off, untll 
October, 1013, when Mrs. Sm ith  was strongly impreasod that 
the  picture m ust be brought to ligh t agaiu, and flnlshaâ by 10U, 
their golden wedding year. In  Mrs. Sm ith’s own words, "At 
th a t tim e there was no sound of war ; the golden wedding yur 
has come, the  picture is ftnished, and the ond ot the 
beginning has indeed commenced, for the reign of Anti- 
C hrist is waning, and the  dawn of peaoe is breaking 
through the  fire and smoke of Armageddon." This won­
derfu l work of a r t  has beeu done entirely by Mrs. Smith 
irapressionally. She told me th a t on dark nights, when ahe 
w ent in to  the  Studio where the p ictu re  was, i t  bocamo illumined, 
and where any a ltera tion  or touohing up  was wanted i  Kind 
would appear on the  p ictu re  and indiente what was to be dorn. 
To Spiritualists i t  m ust prove h ighly  interesting. I sat (or fully 
ha lf an hour before i t  sim ply oharmed. The canvas UUMIIBI 
fu lly  seven feet h igh  by about fivoi feet in  breadth. I t  hu lobt 
exhibited  for th ree  weeks in  Shandwiok-plaoe, Edinburgh, is 
Company w ith  m any o ther pain tings of old Edinburgh by Um 
S m ith, th e  proceeds for admission to  go to the fundt ot the 
B ritish  Red Cross Sooiety. I  underetand it  is also dehirod that 
i t  shall be exh ib ited  in  Qlasgow, and may I  suggest to London 
S p iritua lis ts  the  desirab ility  of th e ir  try ing  to get on loan euch t 
m arvellous psychic work of art.

A GENERATIO N  AGO.

(Fbo u  “ L io h t ” or A p r il  lim , 1885.)

M y friend, Mr. E. T . Bennett, sonds a capital ghost atory to 
the “ Richmond and Twickenham Times.” A lady, wslking 
with her husband, in an avenue on the Surroy side ol the 
Thames, from Richmond to Twickenham, saw a man, dressed u 
if he had stepped out of an old picture, iu a coatumo ol two 
centuries ago. Both saw him, and apoke ol his quoer wsy ol 
dodgiug about as if spying on them—then, as If he had Insu 
shot from a gun, both saw him at a considerable diatnnoo. Rs 
then gradually bocamo transparent so that they could soo trsss 
and river through the spoctre form—then oomplstely vseiihsd. 
A vory good old-fashioned ghost, but how aocouut, on ths 
illusion theory, for tw o  persoua aeeing i t )

Sardou, the most famous of Frenoh drsmitisti
after Victor Hugo, is a Spiritualist, and bsliavss that 
he writes his plays under spirit guidance. This may he 
a delusion, but what can be said of the follosring
aocouut of the production of an exquisite ongraving ol 
Moliore’e house on oopper ? " Scatod ono day at my tabla," ho 
says, “ I feil into a reverie. Unconsoiously I took up thignnr, 
and, impolled by seeret influeuce, let my haud follow its own 
directiou over that plate. The engraving you see ia ths rosult 
of several hours of purely mtchanical toll. I could not ol my 
own will make such a picture to savs my life.

—From Editorial Not*.
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THE CONSOLATIONS OF SPIRIT.

WimtiN F a ith  and  K nowdiddsio M im t .

B v W. H. E vann.

Now that tho aliadow of iv groat aorrow lins fallen upon the 
worid, Otto naturnlly turna to that boliot wliioh ho haa ospouood
10 fair woatlior. A boliot, or any ayatoin ot roligious thought, 
ohould stand tho toat ot trlal, and wo all tand U> ahapo our llvos 
by tho Idoals wo havo olthor ovolvod tor ouraolves or aoooptod 
tnitt others.

It la tho boliot ot ovory oornoat Splrlluallat that ln 
Spirltuallain ho haa a aouroo ot oomfort and of hopo whloh IILa 
bim to faoo and woatlior tho many atorms of material oxiatonoo. 
And poaalbly tho groatoat valuo of Spirltuallain to tho Spiritualiat
11 tbat he haa boen onablod to tranamuto many of hia ono-timo 
bellefa aud hopoa into aotual knowlodge and aertainty. I t  
tottds—or ahould do ao—to a atrengthoning of tho moral flbro, a 
development of a more robust spiritual fait.li, and n quiokonlng 
of tho spiritual porooptiona.

Oomluglntotouoh with Spiritualiam for tho flrat tlmo, pooplo 
frequontly noto that, apart front any dtsturbanoo of old boliofs, 
thoro la n roaponsivonoaa to inlluoncos of wliioh thoy havo hlthorto 
been unoonaoious. Thoro ia, i t  ia truo, a dtsturbanoo of tho per­
sonal equatlon, bub a dtsturbanoo whioh marke a  movlng on to 
grentor thlnga; and ovon whoro pooplo oling to old bellofa, thoro 
ia a tendonoy so to splrltualiao thom that thoir appoal ia not ao 
ittuoh to paat prejudioos aa to a mono onlightenod spiritual par- 
oeptlon, The faot that in many old-timo boliofs thoro ia 
onehrinod an ospeot of tru th  often boautlful, though hlthorto 
diatortod, ia a oonaolation to many who for yonrs havo trod tho 
arid doaort of a oold formalistio thoology. W ith sudden in- 
ipirotion thoy liavo realiaed that "  tho lotter kllleth, but tho 
spirit giveth lifo,” and if wo oan got nt tho spirit whioh onoo 
onimatad many thoologloal boliofs wo shall seo that tho orude 
formuln la thon but an infantile attom pt to oxpross tho wiadom 
of tho spirit.

The omntpreaenoe of God oa a faot in Nature ia one that haa 
a aonipolling power in that wo at onoo soo that, if thia bo ao, wo 
sie nocoasarily God-liko Howover orudo may bo tho oxpresaion 
of tho dlvinity withln us, wo ahall soo, sooner or lator, that tho 
dogreo of our developmont is raeasurod not by intellootual worth, 
but by thoso nctionu of simple goodnoss whioh aro tho horitnge 
of all mon. Tho troasure of tho humblo may bo ohoap acoord- 
iug to worldly Standards, but tho fulnoss of love oxprossod in 
aomo simple not of fellowship makos i t  indeod au aot of worahip 
to tho God wlthin. For, naturally, if wo fie l  that God is within 
the soul aa woll aa operative in outward N aturo wo shall assurodly 
endeavour to got into nt-one-mont with that "pow or whioh 
worka for righteousnoss," and poroeive with tho inner Vision 
that tho glory of God ia spread over all H is worka.

It ia tho omphasia whioh Spiritualiam lays upou our divine- 
nosa whioh holpa ua to peroolvo that in all our trials and 
aufforinga, and ovon indaily  misgivings, tho divine urgo islifting 
ua onward and upward to a truor and koenor appreoiation of 
Qod’a avorlasting boauty. I t  ia porhaps dillloult to roaliao this, 
and sometiiuoa tho trials and sullbrings of lifo tend to areato a 
spirit of bittorneas and robollion. B ut ovon the bittoruoss, 
eyniolsm and robollion of tho spul sorvo a purposo. Thoy at 
least oroato a divino dlsoontont whioh urgos the soul on to dis- 
eover bettor thinga and moro aoreno ntmosphores. To roaliao 
God within ia to roaliao tho eternal oomfort and joy of truo 
spiritual communion ; i t  bringe into aotivo boiug th a t spirit of 
fallowtbip whioh is constantly striving for expression in the 
World, And when in tho fulnoss of time wo havo paasod beyond 
thonead ofa "sign," and roaliao that tho whole univorae ia a 
“ sign" whioh indicatea tho fulnoss and boauty of that liner and 
noblar realm of tho spirit, thon indoed bas the material edilloo 
of crootion become for us tho very tabornaalo of God. Tho soul 
is oomfortod and oonaolod in knowing that ovor all things is tho 
divino spirit of lovo brooding upon the doep of man’s spiritual 
oouseiouanoss.

But to tho homely soul. perohanee tho groat and abiding 
conaolatlon of Spiritualiam ia tho fact that i t  rovoala a way

whoroby wo may got into touoh with our frionda in tho beyond. 
Many aorrowlng hoarUt to-day aro turning oagorly in our dirootion, 
quoattoning for aomo tldlnga of n aon or husband or fathor 
hurrlodly prooipitatod into that othor lifo; and whon out of tho 
vold oomoa aomo whiaper, aomo fainl Indloatlon of oontlnuod 
lovo and followahip, how light dooa tho soul booomo, how untrer 
ln Ita quost for moro knowlodgo of thoso spiritual voritioa 1 For 
doath la not ao dark and tho partlng not qulto so bitter whon wo 
roaliao that it ia not for ovor that wo aro partod, and that the 
rtvor of doath is oroaaod by a brldgo of light of transoondont 
lovolinoaa, ono span of whioh roata upon tho boaom of oarth, 
and ovor whioh aomo tho old frionda and rolatlona, boaring thoir 
awoot moaaagoa of hopo and oomfort, liftlng tho drooplng aoul, 
and briuging tho hoaling balm of a fully romomborod and 
roolprooated aireotion. "  How boautlful upon tho mountalnaaro 
tho foot of thom that bring glad tldinga," and tho glad tidlnga of 
Spiritualiam aro of doath dofoatod and of spirit purlilod through 
trlal and aorrow.

And aa tho many mossagoa fall upon our oara, llko golden 
bolls that ohlmo at ovon-timo, and wo loarn how mal ia that lifo, 
how full it ia of human intoroata, how ita pathway of progressive 
unfoldment ia open to ovory aoul, wo aoo tho golden light of 
juatlco ovor all, whllo tho orlmson wand of lovo touohes all into 
lifo and aotivo ondoavour to bo good aud to do good, That lifo 
ln ita fulnoss and joy wo oan novor fully nttaln to höre; but wo 
oan roaliao aomo little of ita boauty, ot ita aolomn grandeur and 
divino harmonioa. Aa wo catch a gllmpao—howovor llootlng— 
of aomo dear frlond of tho lang ago, looking at us out of tho 
oloud of payohio subatanoe, wo cannot holp hut fool tho boauty 
and glory whioh an evldonoe of tho oontinued nearneaa of our 
lovod onos bringe into our livoa.

And now let mo dwoll on the oonaolation of tho groat 
rounlons doath glvos. Doath haa boen oallod tho aoparutor of 
frionda. That is only partially truo. Wo aro only partod on 
ono sido of tho voil, and ovon thon not ontiroly. For whoro 
thoro io Community of feoling, thoro will bo tho sunao of tho 
spiritual proaonoo. But ovor thoro, whon tho spirit haa loft 
bohind tho worn-out form, and awakos to spirit lifo to aoo tho 
“  old familiär faoos ” gathored round tho oouoh of roposo, what 
gladnoaa and joy must (111 the aoul I What harmonioa unuttor- 
ablo must fall upon tho oar, and how the old lovo-llght must 
ktndlo anow in tho oyo. I t  ia a lovely pioturo, and ono whioh 
wo boliovo to bo truo. Ono of tho many oonsolatlona of Splrit- 
ualiam ia ita powor to holp tho soul on tho woary maroh of lifo, 
giviug indood to lifo tho lilt of a divino molody, for ua wo travol 
down tho hill wo know that wo ahall not " aleop togathor at tho 
foot," but waklng in glad aurpriso in tho avorlasting morrow, 
ory nloud "  1 low blossod is doath, how boautlful ia lifo 1"

THE UNDERLYINQ FACT.

A vory intimato knowlodgo of tho facta or phonomona of 
mind is noooaaary beforo wo begin to thooriso upon thoir naturo. 
Imperfeot observation and hoaty gonoraliaatlon liavo obtainod, 
porhaps, more in psyahology, untll rocently, thon in any othor 
soienoo; and materialiatio wrltors frequently glvo ovldenoo of 
faulty observation and of oaroleaa gonoraliaatlon ln thoir 
writings, Now that resaurah wnrk is boiug moro and moro pro- 
socutod in our peyoliological laboratorlos, and the charaoter of 
mon tat prooesaoa is being moro olearly brought to light, thoro ia 
loas exouse for a laok of adoquato knowlodgo of tho faots. Wo 
find such phonomona oa " oonaciouauoaa of aotion," “ imagoloaa 
thought,” und "  universal rsfaronoe " roportod aa tho reault of 
olaborato oxporimonta oonduoted in proper oonditiona. Indood, 
ao far from londfng oolour to tho materfaliat oontantion, thoso 
rooently-obsorvad mental prooesaoa polnt In tho othor dirootion. 
I t  would soom to bo oasior to dony thia vory solid and niatorUI 
worid itaelf, with all that ia in it, than to dony tho spiritual 
agonoy whioh ia manifested in tho highar aotivitlaa of mind.

—The Rev. Dr. F. Avoling, Ph.D., D.So,, in tho " Quost."

At tho rooma of tho Alliance on Tuoaday, tho 30th ult., 
Mra. Annie Brittain, of Hanley, intoraatod a very largo audlenca 
by her auoooasful olairvoyant doaorlptions, whioh lncluded a 
nurnbor of striklng ovidontial moaaagoa.



SIDELIGHTS.
On T hursday, tho 18th ult., C ount M iyatovich do- 

livered an address on Sorbia a t  tho C ity  Tem ple L ite rary  
Sooiety, the  Itov. E . J .  Campbell ocoupying the chair.

G rea t aohievomonts in physical Science, we are  told, are 
bound up w ith fu tu re  diseoveries in oonneotion w ith the  
atom , and th e  means of liberating  the stupondous energios 
stored  up  w ith in  it.

M r. B oyal Dixon, who has devoted m uny years to  tho 
Observation of p lan t life, elaims th a t p lante have a  psyehie 
sense. Only in th is wny can he explain tho ab ility  of 
p lante to  disoover the  presenoe of objncts necessary to th e ir 
wolfaro.

M r. W illiam  S trang , a  Canadian reader, sends us a 
eopy of the  “ H am ilton  D aily  T im es,’’ in whioh appears 
a  le tte r  from  bis pen, en titled  “  W hat is L ife 1” whioh is 
qu ite  in line w ith th e  new er th o u g h t of to-day.

Counoillor A ppleyard  inform s us th a t his pam phlet 
(referred  to  in  L iq h t  of th e  13th and 27 th  u lt.)  has now 
been en larged  to  tw en ty  pages and  has gone in to  a  th ird  
odition, o ireu lating  fa r and  wide th ro u g h o u t th e  country . 
Counoillor A pp leyard  expresses b is w illingness to  supply 
sooieties a t  ha lf price (sixpenee a  dozon).

W e have received from  Mrs. £ .  A . G. Colles a  little  
leaflet oddressed to  soldiers and sailors going to  th e  fron t 
and signed, “ Y our sis te r and  friend, a  B ritish  W om an.” 
A fte r  rem inding  them  of th e  prayere  being offered for them  
by  th e ir  m others, wivea and  sw eethearts and  by friends 
wlioBO faces th ey  have never seen, she teils th em  they  
are  being w atched from  a n o th e r land than  E ngland, by  a 
m ighty  h o st u n d e r a  m igh ty  C aptnin, and  a d d s : "  Aye, 
an d  am ong them  are  tb e  friends you eall 'd e a d ,’ b u t 1 who 
are  alive fo r everm ore ’ and are w atching so eagerly  to  see 
how  you bear yourself in th is  tria l tim e. T he old fa th e r 
and  loving m other, th e  y oung  b ro th e r o r sister, th eeb ild ren  
you  buried  and  cried over— they  are  close to  you, and  so 
oagor you should know  it.”

“ Doar b ro thers ,” th e  message continues, “ I  am  w riting  
th is to  be p u t in to  y o u r hands before you  go in to  th e  field 
because I am  so certa in  i t  is true . I  have proved its  t ru th  
in  d a rk  tim es when those I loved died. I  look forw ard so 
to  th e  m om ent when m y own tu rn  will come to  see those 
who have kopt near me when 1 could n o t see th e m ; when 
I skull, please God, jo in  them  foralw ays. A n d  therefore  I 
m iu t say i t  to you who a re  going so bravely , so splendidly, 
to face danger and death  for y o u r K in g  and  country , and 
for us y o u r women-folk, whoso safety  depends on your 
oourago. God Bpeed you 1 ” T h is beau tifu l l ittle  message 
ough t to  do a  good work. I t  is issued by th e  M others’ 
U nion, Chureh House, W estm inster.

NoBtrndamus is very m ueh in  th e  a ir  now. The 
“ D uily Chroniele ” reoently  gave th e  following transla tion  
of one of tho  F rench  soer’s prophecies concerning T u rk e y :—

In  twice two hundred years the Bear 
The Creseeut will assail;

But if the Cook and Bull unite,
The Bear will not prevaiL 

In  twioe ton years again—
Let Islam know and fear—

The Cross shall stand, the Grescent wane,
Dissolve, and disappesr.

T h e  verses were extensively quoted  a t  th e  tim e of tbe 
B usso-Turkish w ar in the  ’seventies. T he first four lines 
refor, of oourse, to  th e  Crim ean war, b u t th e  la t te r  p a r t  of 
th e  propheoy was no t qu ite  ful&lled. Sm all doub t th a t  i t  
w ill now be justi&ed in po in t of evehts if no t of time.

"  Clairvoyanoe," by  J .  B ronterre Tetlow (prico Cd,), 
is a  useful little  handbook giving mueh practica) iiiforraa- 
tion and adviee on seership, I t  is written in a simple 
homely fashion, and the  author, as being himself a clâir- 
voyant, m ay olnim to speak w ith authority.

The Indians are now learning something of a magic 
with whioh th ey  are unfam iliar in their native land. Wo 
read in the “ Tim es ” th a t the apparatus for oloctrical troat- 
m ent is very populär w ith the  wounded Indians in tho 
K itchoner H ospital a t  Brighton. Every man, whether hio 
case calls for i t  o r not, begs to be allowed to be troated by 
eleetrieity . Thoy regard  i t  as jadu, or magio, and cor 
tain ly  in m any oases the  trea tm en t has had magical ofTeots.

Au urtiole in  “ The B ritish  Journal of Astrology” sott 
itself to  destroy  am ongst o th er superstitions the tradition 
of ill-luok a ttach in g  to the  num ber 13. That number, it 
poin ts out, wus considered as especially lucky by the ancient 
Magi, for “  i t  oontained the  1 of D eity  plus the 3 of magic 
and creation , whioh added  together make the number 1, 
whioh is the  sym bol of J u p ite r  and Prosperity.” Witbout 
going in to  the  esoteric side of th e  question, we have cot 
ta in ly  know n people w ho olaim to have feund 13a fortunato 
num ber in th e ir  lives.

“ Lucius,” w riting  from  a  m ilitary headquarten, 
expresses, as a  soldier, his surprise th a t “ few, if any, 
psyehie experiences from  m en on active Service have been 
recorded in  L ig h t .” H e rem arks tru ly  that a number of 
m ilita ry  and naval m en are  readers of this Journal, and 
adds th a t  he personally  knows several of these. We bope 
th a t  some am ongst th is seotion of ou r readers will tnko tbe 
h in t. I t  is to  be rem em bered, however, thut on May 6tb 
uext, Surgeon G eorge L. B anking  is expected to delirer an 
address on th e  subj'ect a t  the  Boyal Society of British 
A rtists , as announced elsew here in th is issue.

MR. HORACE LEAF’S SOUTH WALES TOUR.

Mr. G. E. Owen, secretary of the South Wales Spiritualiats' 
Union, w rites:—

A very successful and elfective fortuight's tour of the South 
Wales societies has ju st been completed by the woll-Knowh 
worker and extraordinary psyehie, Mr. Ilorace Lesf, of London. 
In  oddition to the good Propaganda work done, every sooiety 
has reaped through his visit a financial beneflt, with the excep- 
tion of one, whieh has a slight deficit through incurring lioavior 
expenses in printing, &o., but, as its secretary truly says, ”I 
believe we shall reap the beneflt later.

March 13th saw the commencement of the tour at Cardiff, 
where a  seriös of excellent meetings and sdanoes was held. 
Then Newport, Ferndale, Pontypridd, Treorchy, Morthyr, 
Tredegar, and the two Abertillery sooieties wäre viaited. A 
silance and meeting, or two meetings, were held every day 
exeept one during the tour. The phenotnena at the edaaoee and 
meetings were very convineing and definite, white tho ad- 
dresaea were rieh in thought and dealt with aubjeots that 
enggeeted tho depth of Spiritualism. During the tour iipmrdi 
of three hundred and flfty teste were given. Such work, 
as the seeretary of one sooiety seid, is “ enough to break tbe back 
of a psyehie Goliath.”

A t Treorchy, where there is no sooiety, the South Wale) 
Spiritualiata’ Union, with the assistance of a number of friends 
there, organised a meeting, whioh was held in the Engliih 
Oongregational Chureh, and was well attended. The Union 
seeretary presided, and complimonted the olHoers and membtn 
of the Ghuroh on its tolerance and broadmindedness.

A lengthy report of Mr. Leaf’s address at Pontypridd 
appeared in the “ Free Press ” of that town, and also a noto of 
the Treorchy meeting. Mr. Leaf is doing ycomnn Service in tbe 
noble work of presenting to tho publie a true eonoeption öf whil 
Spiritualism is.
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"T H E  CELEST IAL ARMY.”

A Indy correspondent, siguing herseif “ Incognito,” writes 
Io express her high appreciation of the quotation givon by 
" F. V. II.” in our issue for tbe 20tb ult., under tho heading 
"The Celestial Army” (p. 144). Both sides in tbe present 
war say that it ie being forctd on them, and “  Incognito ” bolds 
timt both sides aro right, ba t sbe asks whether i t  is not a fact 
that the mighty host of souls of “ the ju s t” described in the 
Vision referred to could continue and extend their work through 
s group of minds on earth—if such minds existed—United and 
föoHSsed to one end—namely, the forcing  back of this inrush of 
the infernal into the souls of men. "  On the material plane and 
in material ways we may co-operate with this great host, 
'sträng to proteet, powerful to save.'”

Certain people anxious to see America involved in the war ask 
"where her Status will be when it is over and the victory won in 
whlch she bas no part.” “ On the other hand,” responds 
"Incognito,’’ "may we not point out that the wider the war 
spreads, the more complicated and difficult will be the evolution 
o! lasting peace 9 Further, through this neutrality—not alone 
of America, but of all advance guards in all countries—may not 
this mighty host find its best aid in pushing back this horrific 
incubus forced upon the race 1 ” If  we will bu t dam up tbe 
mental channels which let in the incubus and open others 
through which may flow living flre from these unseen helpers, 
the war will speedily end "  in a peace beneficent to all alike.”

LETTERS T O  T H E  E D IT O R .
The Editor Is not reiponslbte for the oplnlons exprested by correspon- 

dsntit and frequently publlshet what he does not agree wlth for the 
purpoio of presenting vlowu which may ellclt dlscusslon. In every 
cats the lottor m uit be accompanied by the w riter's name and 
address, not necessarlly for publlcatlon, but as a guarantee of good 
falth.

The Late Colonel de Rochas.
Sir,—1 will endeavour to reply to “  N.G.S’a.” question in 

LiBHTof the 13th ult. The late Colonel de Rochas evidently 
feit fnlly satisfied that his experiences of post-dictions with the 
majority of bis subjects were genuine, and hence he undoubtedly 
favoured the theory that the said subjects had lived on this earth 
previoua to tbe present life. As far as was practical he made 
inquiries into soveral post-diction Statements of his subject* with 
more or less success, and be says that caees of inexactitude can be 
aocounted for by the imperfect disengagement of the spirit from 
the fetters of the body. Whilet ad mittin g that in some caees 
Imagination may have played a certain part, consciously or 
unconscioualy, he categorically conveys—after critioising the 
diflorent theoriea then extant—that the only satisfactory explana- 
tion is that of a plurality of earth lives. He says his subjects 
saw and lived over again their past lives and that their appear- 
ance and answers were uniformly consietent with previoua State­
ments, and this when the experiences were repeated days, and 
even months, later. The Colonel aeems to have pu t his subjects 
very severely through their faoings, and in no case of post- 
diction does he find any of his many subjects contradict 
themselves, a fact not without its importance.

He also montions several experiences of a similar character 
bOrne witness to by otber and independent investigators, viz., 
Dr. Carmelo Samona, M. Bouvier de Lyon, Mr. Fernanden in 
Spain, and also a remarkable one related by Prince Wisznieuski.

In Chapter V., entitled “ The Religion of the Future,” 
he evidently aocepts the prineiples advocated by Oeneral Fix 
in hia "Etüde Philosophique" on the aoul’s evolution, of 
which one of the artioles deolaros "  one corporeal existenee being 
ieiufficient, the soul oceupies again a fresh earthly body as of ton 
as is neceasary according to the degree of its development, hence 
nincarnation wbenever evolution requires it.”

Tha Colonel aeemed satisfied that he had done a useful work, 
and truited that others would take up this fascinating subject by 
assldnous experiments to demonstrate the certitude of successive 
earth Uvea—Tours, &o.,

S. A. Brett.
48, Rue des Deux Pults,

Sannoii (S. & 0.), France,

Tbe Orlgin o f the Soul.
Sin,—Towards tbe close of hie kind appreciation of my book,

"  Wbence Have I  Come 1" “ N. G. S.” States that I  am disposed 
to deny the fact of evolution, of which he says that “ no Posi­
tion is so secure—not even that of Spiritualism.” I do question 
that assertion. Evolution, though well fonnded on certain facts, 
is still a theory becauee it ie a deduction from those facts. Tbe 
enrvival of man after death and the possibility of communica- 
tion between the incarnate and excarnate (the foundation of 
Spiritualism) are not theories. They are actual facts—the facts 
upon which mach of the lsrger philosophy of Spiritualism is 
based; I  accept evolution as a process in creation. My Position 
towards the theory is th is : I  decline to accept as final, or 
essentially correct, the method or procm of evolution generally 
held by the so-called Darwinian School, for the good reasons (es 
I think) briefiy stated in my book.

There ie a fact in biology which I think bas not been 
sufliciently considered. The primal cell or protoplasmic nncleus 
of man’s physical body is the same as that of the lowest animals, 
and possesses latently the power of developing into all the 
various ordere of the animal kingdom which we see. The life 
spirit behind causes this isomeric nucleus to become in a very 
short space of time a high vertebrate or a low invertebrate, a 
mollusc, a fowl, a dog, a monkey, or a man.

I hold that the great differences between one order of organic 
forme and another are due to deliberate and intentional diversi- 
fying inlluence», from the spirit World, or the Original Mind, on 
the life force within. So that (in the case of man in particular) 
a new Order might have been forthwith created very different 
from its immediate predecessor without the necessity of inter- 
mediate epeciee possessing these differences in gradatiou.

In no other way can we account at present for the very great 
difference between man and his generally believed (Simian) 
ancestor.

The data on which to base a theory of the evolution of the soul 
ara very meagre. From the views held by advanced teachers in 
tbe spirit world in regard to the souls of animals (the Statement 
being usually that i t  is only the love of man that keeps them 
alive, and that they were not destined for eternal Ute), it would 
appear that the soul of man was dilferently created. I  see no 
necessity for the spirit of man to have evolved pari passu with 
his body, but rather am I inclined to think that, when a suitable 
body was prepared, the Divine Father (God’s work of creation 
did not end with the beginning) imparted a special portion of 
His spirit, and mau, as distinguished from the animal creation, 
became an eternally living soul. But I would not dogmatise on 
this view.—Tours, &c.,

Richard A. Bush.
March S9th, 1915.

C urrent Topics.
Sm,—Some of the interesting items in Light of the 27th 

ult. arouse humorous memories, notably the artiele on 
“ Symbols."

I  remember hearing a story of a pious wife, whose husband 
was an avowed infidel. She atrove, but ineffectually, to convert 
him. At last, in despair, she decorated the walls profusely with 
Bible texts, and the husband was also startled by the following 
occupying a prominent Position over the mantelpiece :— 

“ Jesus Christ is the Head of this houae.”
He made no comment, but the next day the wife was shooked 
and pained to see that the inaeription had been ruthlessly 
removed, and these words substituted : “ I, John Barter, am 
the Head of thii house.”

I  A rt and the World Beautiful ” (extraots) is very suggestive 
and fine. Perhaps we need to see in Art the beauty and right 
of the ugly and evil. If the world exiats for man as a picture 
or phantasmagoria, is not God in relation to His Creation an 
artiat 9 Art teaches us to know N ature; Nature makea us 
conversant with the spiritual. To perfect Art we must raise it 
from selfish to altruistie ende.—Tours, &c.,

E. P , P rrnticr.
March 28th, 1916.
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The Ethereal Transmission of Thought.
S in ,—In  reply to Mr. MacBride’s letter in  L ig h t  of the Srd 

inst. :—
1. By “ transmission of thought ” I  mean the transference 

of thought from one mind to the other.
2. In  reply to the question as to how I  distinguish betweeu 

ordinary wireless and messages purporting to come from super- 
normal intelligences, I  mähe no distinction whatever. I  am con- 
cerned for the present only with the reception of messages 
and not with their origin.

3. I  believe that the theory of telepathy in  this case is 
wholly untenable.—Tours, &c.,

D a v id  W il s o n .
April 2nd, 1916.

A Clairvoyant Test.
Sin,— I  note yonr paragraph in Light of March 27th 

(p. 146), regarding Mrs. Wesley Adams’ clairvoyant descriptions 
a t the rooms of the Alliance, March 23rd.

W hen there, i t  suddenly occurred to me to ask her to 
psychometrise my ring, and as the circumstances make an in- 
teresting test, I  will ezplain them.

I  bear the name of Charles Stuart, and therefore it is natural 
th a t objects connected with the S tuart family should interest 
me.

Some time ago I  saw an antique gold ring, which the 
jeweller stated was a model of the fing found upon the finger 
of King James IV. of Scotland, a t the battle of Flodden Field, 
so I  bought it.

The medium stated : “  This ring was not given to you, hut 
bought hy yourself—an historic ring—and I  get the name of 
Jam es w ith  it. Is  not th a t right ? ”

I  replied th a t i t  was very correct indeed, and described the 
ring as above.

I  thonght the rest of the audience agreed with me that the 
test was surprisingly correct.—Tours, &c.,

C h a r l e s  Stuart W e l l b s , M.D.
32, Upper Hamilton-terrace, N.W.

The Nature of Clairvoyance.

S ir ,'—As a practical clairvoyant I  am glad to see that atten­
tion is heing directed to this very interesting faculty, for so 
much nonsense has been written and spoken about ib B ut I  
must disagree with Amy Stephens in many of her conclusions 
(p. 140). F irst, clairvoyaoce has no direct connection with the 
normal vision ; i t  is the psychic side of seeing, as clairaudience 
is an eztension of the sense of hearing. I  agree with the writer 
that, as a rule, the normal faculties must he for a time passive, 
hu t this is not always the case, for I have often been conscious 
of seeing and hearing with the normal eenser, and a t the same 
time possessing clear clairvoyance. I t  is as if two parta of my 
brain were working at the same time. I und erstand afler 
twenty years of ezperience that clairvoyance is a sense that we 
are bom  with, in  the same manner as some are born with the 
sense of a rt or music. The seat or centre of the power is in the 
forehead. One directs one’s consciousness from there. Düring 
the time one sees one is conscious of a feeling of exaltation or 
an extension of the ordinary sense life. This condition is very 
difficult to describe. You are elevated in all your eensationa Ton 
feel pain, grief, or happiness in a  higher d eg ree than the usual 
sense channels can oonvey. Although the seat of the super­
normal sight is in  the forehead, yet the whole of the being is 
responsive to these finer forces, and the trouble is to translate 
what one knows into words. A true clairvoyant is not easily 
impressed by the thoughts of others in the body (I am speaking 
now of a  clairvoyant who aees apart from the material plane), 
for if so then one would be aimply a thought-reader. I have 
often been asked by people to whom I  have been speaking to 
give an anawer to a  certain question that ia in their ininds con- 
ceming a m atter of great importance. I  have got a t everything 
eise, bu t the one seeming important point has been left blank. The 
faculty of reading the future is very easy if one recognises that 
tbere is a  possibility of reading the past and present on the 
higher plane of )jfp—higher in  the sense of being super­

material, for we have to realise that the fnture is only a «i«. 
tinuation of the present, and if one can pick up the tnio jj 
events that is forming the Now, then it  will lead to the No» o( 
the future. The power of clairvoyance cannot be cultivated 
unless i t  is latent in the consciousness of the person conceraed 
Some drugs and alcohol quicken the sense, but such thingsitg 
dangerous to use, and their effects are never twice alike. I full; 
agree with Amy Stephens that the normal clairvoyant is to he 
pitied and to be helped. We are like people whose nerves in 
always exposed, not only to the ordinary rough and tumble of 
life, but to the fiuer and more subtle forces that are eometimea 
even more hurtful. I  wish to thank Miss Stephens for cillug 
attention to this rare and beautiful gift, and attempting Io 
reduce i t  to the realm of law and Order. I hope to sce the time 
when the clairvoyant will have a recognised place in society, 
and be accorded euch treatment as is surely due to the possesöon 
of so rare and delicate a gift.—Tours, &c.,

A l fr ed  Vout Petto.

SOCIETY WORK ON SUNDAY, APRIL 4th, «tc,

Prospective Notices, not exceeding tioenty-four woris, may U aliii 
to reportt i f  accompanied bg stcmps to the mdue of tixpem.

M a ry lebo k e  S p ir it u a l is t  A ssociation .— Steinmy W , 
Lower Seymour-street, TV.— Mr. Leigh Hunt gave remarkably 
successful clairvoyant descriptions.—77, New Oxford-slred, Wß.~ 
On Monday, 29th u l t ,  Mrs. Marriott gave many fully-recogmad 
clairvoyant descriptions. Mr. W. T. Cooper presided at both 
meetings. Sunday next, see ad v t on front page.—D. N.

Church o f  H ig h e r  M t st ic ism  : SS , Princes-street, CamiuL 
sguare, W l—Mrs. Fairclough-Smith conducted both Services, 
her inspirers giving powerful addresses on subjects of special 
interest a t this Eastertide. Mr. F. Godley’s beautiful solo vis 
much appreciated a t the  evening Service. For next Sundays 
Services, see front page.

B r ig h t o n .— M a n c h e s t e r -s t r e e t  (O ppositb  AquARira).- 
Mr. J. J . Morse gave excellent addresses. Sunday next, 11.15am., 
public circle ; 3 p.m., Lyceum ; 7 p .m , addresses; local Speakers. 
Tuesday, 3 p.m., private interviewe ; public circle, 8 MS 
also Wednesday, 3 p.m.

H a c e n e t . — 24 0 a , A m h u r s t -roa d , N.E.— Mrs. Roberts 
delivered an address and Mr. Roberts gave descriptions. 
Sympathetic references were made to the transition of Mb, 
Reynolds. Sunday next, 11.15 am ., Mr. McKie; 7 p.nt, Mr. 
E. Alcock-Rush. Circles : Monday, public ; Tuesday, healing; 
Thnrsday, members’.—N. R.

B r ig h t o n . — W in d s o r  ' H a l l , W in d so r  - strebt, Nobih- 
s tr eb t .—Mr. A rthur Panter gave addresses and descripthms. 
Sunday next. 3 p.m., Lyceum ; 11.15 a.m. and 7 p.m., Mrs. 
Mary Clempson. Also Monday, 7 p.m , ls. each. Tuesdaysit 
8, Wednesdays a t 3, Mrs. Carry, clairvoyante. Thursdays it 
815 , public circle.—A. C.

B a t te r sea .— H e n l e x  H all , H en le v -street.—Momiog, 
circle conducted by Mr. Ashley; evening, Mr. H. Wright 
delivered an interesting address on “  Our Fature State,” followed 
by clairvoyant descriptions. There was a good congregatioa and 
an after-circle was held. Sunday next, 11.30 am , circle 
Service; 7 p.m., Miss Morris, address. Thursday, 15th inst, 
Mrs. Clara Irwin, clairvoyance. Silver collection.—P. S.

C roydon .— Gy m n a siu m  H a l l , H ig h -street .—The Presi­
dent gave addresses on “ The Message of Easter" and "The 
Power of the Cross,” followed in the evening by clairvoyant 
descriptions. Sunday next, 11 a.m., Service, followed by circle; 
7 p.m., address by Mr. G. Tayler Gwinn, President of the 
Spirituellste’ National Union. Thursday, at 8.15, membeis 
only.—C. B.

H olloway . —  G rov bdalb  H all , Qrovedale-road.— 
Morning, Mr. H  M. Thompson opened a discuaaion on " Rfr 
incarnation ” ; evening, Mra Podmore spoke on “ The Immor- 
tality of the Soul,” and gave deacriptiona 31st ult, Mra 
Barton gave psychometrical readinga Sunday next, 11.15 am, 
Mr. H. M. Thompson; 3 p.m., Lyceum; 7, Mr. Richard 
Buddington. Wednesday, 8.16, usual meeting. 18th, Mrs. 
Annie Boddington.—J. F.

E x e e e r .  — M arlbo r o o g h  H all . — Addresses hy Mts. 
Letheren and Mr. Elvin Frankiah. Deacriptiona by Mra Letherta 

E x e te r . —  D r u id s ’ H a l l  M arkbt-street . — Moraiei 
and evening, M ra Harvey, of Southampton, gave an address and 
clairvoyance.—J . H.

T o ttenham .— 684, H ig h  Road.—Mra  Mary Davies delimed 
an address entitled “ Where are our Deadt* and afterwild« 
gave clairvoyant deacriptiona —D. H,
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Bristol.—Thomas-strekt'H all, Stokes Croft.— M om ing  

and evening, addreases by  M r. D u n can  S tubbs, o[ C heddar, on 
“ Doing Our Bit ” and "  W h a t d id  Je su s  W rite  ? ” C lairvoyance 
by Mra Qreedy.—W. G.

Riading. —  Sp ir it u a l  M iss io n , B la g r a v e -btreet . —  
Addresses by Mr. Percy  R. S tree t. M oru ing  sub jec t, “ T h e  
Euter Message” ; evening, “  S p ir itn a lism .” 2 9 th  u lt . ,  Surgeon 
George L. Ranking, R .N ., p sychom etrica l an d  c la irv o y an t read- 
inga—H. A. N.

Sodthend.—S eance H a l l , Broadw ay .— M rs. N ev ille ’s 
control gave enjoyable - addresscs on  “  M in istering  A ngels ”  
and “ What shall i t  p ro fit a  m an  i f  h e  ga in  th e  w hole World and  
loae bis own soul ? ” H e r c la irvoyan t d esc rip tio n s  w ere g rea tly  
appreciated.—C. A. B.

Manor P ark, E.— T h ir d  A v e n u e , C h u r c h -road .—  
Moming, healing Service ; afte rnoon , Lyceum  ; evening, 
address on “ Resnrrection,” also c la irv o y an t descrip tions and  
messages by M ra Alice Jam rach . 2 9 th  u lt . ,  lad ies’ m eeting, 
address and psychom etry b y  M ra  ßryceson . 31st, 8 p .m  , ad ­
dress and clairvoyance by  M r. W rig h L — E. M.

NEW PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED.

" Glimpses of tbe Beautiful Shepberd.” By O l iv e  H o p e , l a  
net. Elliot Stock, 7, Paternoster Row, E.C.

"Rnysbroeck.” By E velyn  U n d e r h il l . Cloth, 2a 6d. net.
G. Bell & Sons, Ltd., York House, Portugal Street, W.C.

"Diwan of Inayat Khan.” Rendered into verse by J e ss ie  
Düncan W estbrook . Cloth, 2a 6d. net. The Sufi 
Publishing Society, IOOd , Addison-road, W.

"The Healing of the Nations and the Hidden Sources of their 
Strifa” By E dw abd  Ca b f e n t e r . 2 a  net. George Allen 
and Unwih, Ltd., Roskin House, 40, Musenm-street, W.C.

“Ohristianity as Mystical Fact, and the Mysteriös of Antiquity.” 
By Rudolf St e in e r . Third edition, revised and enlarged, 
edited by H. Collinscn. Cloth, 5 a  net. G. P. Putnam’s 
Sons, New York and London.

"Edison Behind the Times ” and “ How to Rebnild the Body.” 
By Alice  H e e r in g  C h r is t o p h e r . 25 cents each. 
Christopher Publishing House, 1,140 Columhus-avenue, 
Boston, XJ.S.A.

“Telepathy, or the Power of Thought Transferenca” “ Clair- 
voy&nce: The System of Philosophy Concerning the 
Divinity of Clairvoyanca” Both b y  J .  C. F . G r u m b in e . 
Cloth, 2a 6d. net. L. N. Fowler & C a, 7, Imperial Arcade, 
Ludgate Circus, E.C.

CHE A P E R  E D IT IO N .

Life and Experiences
OF

Edmund D awson R ogers.
SPIRITUALIST 8  JOURNAUST.

Late Editor of 1 Light ’ and President of the 
London Spiritualist Alliance.

Sons of T R I C o n t e n t s .— Preface, by Jo h n  Page H opps; B irth  j 
and Education; A  Young Chemist’s  P o n ra its ; Newspaper Reporting j 
Sixty Years Ago; Mesmerism and Spiritualism ; M iss A .’s  Premo- | 
nitions; Clairvoyance; Yisions of the  Spiritual P la n e ; Crystal V ision; 
The Aura; Obsessions; Seances with D . D . Hom e and M rs. M arshall; 
Mrs. Everitfa M edinm ship; The Spiritoalist M ovement in London;
* Light ’ and the London opi ritualist A lliance; Origin of the Psychical 
Research Society; Direct W ritin g ; Two S triking Cases of Spirit 
Identity; Phenomena through M r. E g lin to n ; Fnneral Addressee by 
Rer. J. Page Hopps and E . y f .  W allis ; D eath, a  N atural Ino iden t; 
The Old Chief (an Appreoiation by D . G ow ); Personal Teetimonies.

.  Cloth, 73 Page8. Two Portraits.
SIXPENCE post free, or 3s. 6d. per dozen, post free.

OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTINS LANE, W.C.

A M E SSA G E  FQ O M  T H E  S P H E H E S .
By LEONARD HALL.

(A Spirit Message by Telepathie Communication).

34 pages and eover, lid. post free, or ls. per dozen.

OFFICE OF 1 LIGHT,’ JIO, ST. MARTIN’S  LANE, W.Q.

iii.

LEITERS FROM k LIVING DEAD MAN.
W rittca Down by ELSA BARKER.

(.By A utom atic W ritin g .')
The alleged Communicant occupied in life ahigh positiou 

in  the legal profession, and his attitude towards aU questions 
in  relation to the  other world was of the broadest kind. 
He enters it, according to his own account, in the spirit of 
an explorer, seeking new fields of knowledge, and his report 
of his experiences is as refreshingly broadminded as i t  is 
original and free from bias. The authoress observes tbat 
the  effect of the letters has been to remove entirely an ; 
fear of death whicb she may have ever had.

Cloth, 309 pages, 3/10 net, post free,
O FFIC E OF LIGHT. 110, 8T. MARTIN’S LA N E W.C.

BOOKS THAT WILL HELP YOU
* T h o u g h t  F o rc e s .’ B y P rentice  Malford. Boards, 172 pages.

1/2 post free.
* ThOUghtS a r e  Things.’ By Prentice Malford. Boards, 171

pages. 1/2 post free.
‘The Winning of the Best’ By R. W aldo Trine. Cloth, 

100 pages. 2/3.
‘ The New Alinement of Life.’ Concerning the  M ental Laws 

of a  G reater Personal and Public Power. By K. Waldo 
T rine. C loth, 228 pages. 3/10 post free.

‘Creative Thought.’ Essays in the  A rt of Onfoldment. By 
W. J .  Colville. Cloth, 296 pages. 3/10 post free.

‘Life and Power from Within,’ By W. J. Colville. Cloth, 
189 pages. 2/10 post free.

OFFICE O F ‘LIGHT,’ 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C.

PHOTOGRAPHING THE 
* INVISIBLE.

Practical Studies in Spirit Photograph;, Spirit Portraiture 
and other Rare but Allied Phenomena.

Bt JA M ES COATES. P h.D., F.A.S.
W ithninety Fhotogmpbs.

In  this work the Author traces tbe historv of * Spirit Fbotognpby1 
during the past forty years, and gives a  lucid account of ita remarkable 
progress in America and in tbe British Ialea

Cloth, 400 pages, 5/4 post free.
OFFICE OF LIGHT, HO, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C.

REMINISCENCES:
By  t h e  L a t e  ALFRED SMEDLEY,

Including an acconnt of MarveUous Spirit Manifestationa.

T h e  M e d iu m  in  a  G age.
Spirits materialise, hold conversation with the Bitten, amd then 

dematerialise in full view of all present.
The Spirits make wax moulds of their feet, &c., &c. 

Illustrations of tbe plan of the room, of the cage and cabinet, and of 
tbe wax moulds; also portraits of 14 of the principal persona 

present are given.
Tbe work is beautifully bound in eloth.

P rice  l a ,  o r  l a  2d. post free.

L ondon: Office of L ig h t , 110, St. Martin’s Lane. W.C.

NOW IN LONDON.

REV. SUSANNA HARRIS
(American Psychic and Tram pet Medium.)

P rivate  Seances, 7 p.m. (w ith the  exception of Tuctd.y» and 
Fridaya), fee 10s. 6d. Bach Sitter.

P rivate  Sittinge by Arrangem ent e t 21a Bach S itter.
AT

“  Hunstanton House," 18, Endsleigh Gardens, N.W.
(Opposite Euston)

11 you would lik e  any of your friends to see 
a specimen copy of LIGHT, we will gladly 

send one on receipt of address at 
LIGHT OFFICE 110. ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.G



IV. L I G H T . [April 10, Kl«
N O W  B E A D T .  N E W  E D I T I O N .  ^ O W b ^ '

T W O  H O O K S  C O M  B I E T E  I N  O N E  V O I V M E :

S P I R I T  I D E N T I T Y
AND

HIGHER ASPECTS OE SPIRITUALISM.
BY WM. STAINTON MOSES (‘M.A., OXON.’).

A R eprin t of two valnable works by M r. Stainton Moses. The an thor was the original 
prom oter and tbe first P residen t of the  London Spiritualist Alliance, 

and the  Conncil of the Alliance issues this reprin t as an 
affectionate tribu te  to  his memory.

S P I R I T  I D E N T I T Y :
A n Argument for th e  reality  of th e  re tu m  of departed  hum an spirits, 
Hustrated by m any narratives frora personal experience; together 

w ith  a  discussion of some of th e  difficulties th a t beset th e  inquirer. 
Contain« strong evidence th a t  some of th e  S p irits  who oommunicate 

through m edium ship a re  th e  departed  individuale they  say they  are.

Syllabus of Contents.
I nTBODUGXION.

Difficulties in  th e  w ay of th e  inYestigation.
D ivergent results of investigators.
A ttitü d e  of public opinion represses publication.
T his results also from th e  na tu  re  o f th e  facts themselve*.
T he In te lligen t O perator has to  be reckoned w ith.
T he investigator has litt le  choioe in  th e  m atter.
T he h igher phenom ena are  n o t susceptible of dem onstration by th e  

scientific method.
T h e  gates being ajar, a  m otley crowd entere in.
W e supply th e  m ateria l o u t of which th is  is composed.
N o  necessity to  have recourse to  th e  diabotic elem ent.
N eglect of oonditions p roper for th e  investigation.
Agencies o ther than  thoee of th e  departed .
Sub-hum an sp irits—th e  liberated  sp irit o f th e  psychio.
These have Bad fa r m ore a ttrib u ted  to  them  than  they  can rightly  

Claim.
Specialism in  Spiritualism .
Keiigious aspeots of th e  question.
N eeds of th e  age.
T he place of Spiritualism  in  m odern thought.

T he I ntelligent Opebatob at th e  otheb E nd  of th e  L in e .
Scope of th e  inquiry.
T h e  n a tu re  of tu e  Intelligence.
W  hat is th e  Intelligence T
Difficulties in  the  way of aocepting th e  story told by th e  Intelligenoe. 

Assum ption of g rea t names.
Absence of precise Statem ent.
Contradictory and absurd messages.

Condition« under which good evidence is obtained.
V alue of oorroborative testim ony.
Personal experienoes—

Eleven cases oceurring consecutively, J an u a ry  1 to  11, 1874.
A  sp irit refusing to  be misled by  a  Suggestion.
A  sp irit earth-bound by love of money.
Influenoe of asaociation, especially of looality.
Sp irits  who have oommunicated for a  long period.
Child-spirits oommunioating: oorroborative teetim ony from a  second 

sonne.
Extrem ely m inute evidence given by tw o methods.

A  possible misoonoeption guarded against.
G eneral oonolusions.

Personal im m ortality.
Personal reoognition of and by friends.

Religious aspeots.
A ppendix  I . —On the  power of sp irits to  gain acoess to  souroes of 

Information.
Appendix  H .—On some phases of M edium ship bearing on Spirit- 

Id en tity .
A ppendix  I I I . —Cases of S pirit-Identity . 

la) M an orushed by  steam-roller.
(bj A braham  Florentine.
(o) C harlo tte  Buokworth.

Appendix  IV .—Evidence from spirit-photography.
A ppendix  V .—On some difficulties of inquirers in to  Spiritualism . 
A ppendix  V I .— S p irit-Iden tity—Evidenoe of D r. S tanhope Speer.

HIGHER ASPECTS OF SPIRITÜALISM=
A Statement of the Moral and Religious Teaohinga of 

Spiritualism ; and a Comparison of the present Epoch 
with its Spiritual Intervention« with the Age 

immediately preceding the Birth of Christ.

Some of the Contents.
P besent P osition and F ütübe N eeds of Spibitualism in Enqiand, 

W h at is a  S p iritualist?
Philoeophical Spiritualism .
Religious Spiritualism .
Spiritualism  is a  Revolution.
T he  D ireoting Agenoy.
Condition« of Publio Association.
Spiritualism  deals w ith V exed Questions.
U n ity  in  M ultiform ity.
Leseons of th e  P ast.
Objeotional M odos of D em onstration.
Exposures of F rau d  and th e ir  Effect.
Lessons of th e  Fu tu re .

S pibitualism  in  Somd of its  R eligious Aspeots.
Judaism  and Jesus Christ.
T he  W orld a t  th e  B irth  of Christ.
Jo h n  th e  B ap tis t and  his Message.
T he M ission of th e  C hrist.
M odern C hristian ity  and M odern Spiritualism .
Objeotions T hen and Now.
B ible M iraoles and  th e  Phenom ena of Spiritualism. 
Spiritualism  is no t Neoromanoy.
S p irits  no t all Triokery o r Evil.
T he Devil, his Genesis and  Growth.
On S p ir it Communion, and  th e  Biblioal W arrant for it.
A ppeal to  B ible Students.
S p ir it Teaching.
T he God Idea.
M an’s D uties to  Himself, his R ace and to God.
M an’s F u tu re  D e stin y : Punishm eut—Hell, Reward—Heaven.
T he Old Creed and the  New.
Religion and Soienoe.
A  Praotical Religion.
L obs and G ain by the  New Creed.
Scepticiam.
T he G od M an and th e  Typical M an.
Resurreotion of the  Body. The G ain Great, the Lobs Little. 

Appendix .
Esoterio Condition« Affeoting S p iritualiits  Only.

T he Purification of Publio Oiroles.
T he M edium and th e  N ature  of Mediumship.
T he Conduot of Ciroles—Advice to  Inquirers.

T h e  T W O  B o o k » , * S p i r i t  I d e n t i t y '  a n d  * H i g h e r  A s p e c t s  o f  S p i r i t u a l i a m n o w  
le e u e d  i n  o n e  v o l u n i e :  H a n d e o m e ly  b o u n d  i n  C lo th  G i l t ,  2 2 4 p p . ,  d e m y  8vo ,, price 
3 8 . 6 d .  n e t ,  o r  p o s t  f r e e t 3 s .  lO d .
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