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London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd
110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C.

Programme of Meetings for the Coming Week.

TUESDAY, May 26th, at 3 p.m.—
Members Free; Associates, It.; Friends, 2*.

Seance for Clairvoyant Descriptions ... Mbs. E. A. Cannock.

HO admission after 8 o'clock-

MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS, and FRIDAYS only, 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m.—(by appointment).

Diagnosis of Disease by Spirit Control and Magnetic
Healing, By Mr. Perot R. Street.

New Edition Now Ready.
HAFED, PRINCE OF PERSIA;

Hib Experienced in Earth-Live and Spirit-Lipe.

Being Spirit Communications received through Mr. David Duguid, the 
Glaagow Trance-Painting Medium.

With an Appendix containing communications from the Spirit-Artist* 
RUISDAL AND STEEN.

Illustrated by Far-hi miles of various Drawings and Writings, the 
Direct Work of the Spirit*.

‘ Hafed,’ a Prince of Persia, lived at the commencement of the 
Christian Era. His life-story is deeply interesting, and in the course of 
it much interesting information is given of the natives of the East as 
they were in his day; but the grand feature of the communication* is 
what he has to tell about the middle life of JesuA Christ. Hafed claims 
to have been one of the w mb men of the East guided to Judea by the 
star. Jesus is said to have spent years with him in Persia, and to have 
travelled in India, Egypt, and Greece.

Popular Edition. Cloth, 680 pagu. As. post free.

The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd
Hold SUNDAY EVENING MEETINGS at

THE ABTS CENTRE, 98, Mortimer St., Langham Place, W.
(close to Oxford Circus). Large Hall on Ground Fly.r.

BUNDAY EVENING NEXT, at Sam o’clock,
MR. HORACE LEAF, 

Address and Clairvoyance.
May 3lst.—Mra. I’law Veary, Clairvoyance.

Doors Of en at 6.30- Inquirers cordially invited. Admission Free.
Collection. No admission after 7-10 p.m.

OFFICE OF LIGHT. 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C.

HAS W STEAD

THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION,
13b, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W.

Sunday morning next, at 11... MR. P. E. BEARD.
Trance Address, ° Clothed with the Sun.”

Sunday evening next, at 7 „• .................. MR. P. E. BEARD.
Trance Address, “ Towards Betterment.”

Tuesday, May 26th, at 8 ... 
Thursday, May 28th, at 7-45

MISS KATHARINE BATES.
MISS FLORENCE MORSE.

Doors closed 10 minutes after commencement of each service.

RETURNED ?
A Symposium.

Edited by JAMES COATES, Ph.D., F.A.S.
This work deals with the Return—Spirit Manifestations—of the late 

Mr. W. T. Stead. The question is answered in this Symposium, con
taining a moiety of tbe evidences obtained and concentrated on the 
survival of that outstanding personality. Here we have tbe 
extraordinary statement* of sober-minded, cultured men and women, 
who were either personal friends or otherwise intimately acquainted, in 
life, with Mr. Stead. The writers, being those best qualified to speak, 
declare in no nebulous fashion that they have

Seen, Hsabd, aid Conversed with Mb. W. T. Stead.

The Work is illustrated with several portraits and spirit-pro* 
duced pictures, with Mr. Stead's portrait selected by Miss Stead 

for Frontispiece.
Cloth, 202 pages, 2/10 nett, post free.

LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION
13d, Pimbbiimib Plack, Bayswater, W.

Ob TUESDAY, MAY 26th, at 8 p.m.
MISS KATHARINE BATES

Wilt, dblivib A LECTURE ebtitlrd :
•‘The Dream of MFe.”

Admusios Fbeb.
A Collection will be made in aid of the Building Fund.

Office or Light, 110, St. Mabtin’s Lane, W.C.

DR. ALFRED RUSSEL WALLACE, 0.M..D.C.L.F.R.8.,
Writes: 4c.,

NEW LIGHT ON IMMORTALITY.
BT *

E. E. FOURNIER D’ALBE, B. Sc. (Lon.), M.R.I A.
“Mr. E. E. Fournier d’Albe, who ha* writton some profound and 

original work* dealing with the constitution of matter and the poesi- 
bility of tbe existence of other universes on various scales of magnitude 
as oomnared with our own, has now approached the subject of immor
tality Lorn a new point of view. After dismissing the wider problems 
of immortality aa distinct from what might be only a temporary 
nrvivaL the author collects and marshals bis assumptions to form the 
groundwork of a * new psychology,’ and shows how they explain the 
observed supernormal phenomena of mediumship, automatisms, thought- 
transference, psychometry, human magnetism, 4c. This section or the 
book is of high interest and importance, for it contains an excellent 
account of the phenomena ob erved by Sir William Crookes with 
Florence Cook, and portraits of the medium and of the spirit visitant, 
Katie King.’ Light.

Only a few Copies for tale. New Copies.
Cloth, 884 pages. Published at 6s. net; offered at 

8s. lOd. post free.
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST, MARTIN’S LANE, W.C,

Of the more Bcrions books dealing with tbe ethics and philosophy oi 
Spiritualism I will only direct the readers' attention to two

‘Spirit Teachings,’ by W. Stainton Moses, M.A, and 
‘Psychic Philosophy as the Foundation of a Religion 

of Natural Law,' by V. C. Desertis.
To such who wish to obtain some knowledge of the higher aspects 

of Modern Spiritualism I strongly recommend these two works.

‘ SPIRIT TEACHINGS,’ 3/10, post free.
‘ PSYCHIC PHILOSOPHY,’ 3/10,

OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE. W.C.

JUST PUBLISHED.

SPIRIT PSYCHOMETRY
And Trance Communications by Unseen Agencies.
Given to the World through a Welsh woman, and Dr. T. D’aute 

Hooper. A practical study in psychometry.

Fully Illustrated. Cloth, 160 pages, 3s.l0d, net., post free.

OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S L4NE, W.C,
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NOW READY. NEW CHEAP EDITIONS. NEW BOOK JUST PUBLISHED.

THE WORLD BEAUTIFUL.
By LILIAN WHITING.

Twentieth Edition. (All previous editions have been 3s. 6d. net each).
Cloth, pocket size, 190 pages. Is. 3d. post free.

THE POWER OF SILENCE.
An Interpretation of Life in its Relation to Health and Happiness.

By HORATIO W. DRESSER.
Ninth Edition.

Cloth, pocket size, 264 pages, Is. 3d. net post free.
OFFICE OF LIGHT. 110. ST. MARTIN’S LANE. W.C.

A WONDERFUL PENNYWORTH!

THE LONDON PROGRAM
A Daily Index of Forthcoming Events and 

Fixtures of General Interest in London.
Gives full particulars of Concerts, Exhibitions, Lectures, Entertain
ments, Public Events and Social Functions, Sales, Sermons and 
Religious Services, Theatres, Books. Music, Excursions, Shows, 
Museums, Picture Galleries, Picture Palaces, Public Places of General 

Interest, Meetings, Sports, Plays (West End and Suburban), &c.
PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY.

On sale at all bookstalls, price Id., or IJd. post free from
LONDON PROGRAM OFFICE, 120, Bank Chambers, 329, High Holborn, London, W.C.

GHOSTS IN SOLID FORM
AND

WHAT THEY TELL US.
An Experimental Investigation of certain little-known Phenomena.

BY
GAMBIER BOLTON, F.R.G.S.,F.Z.S.

Author of “Psychic Force.”
Full-form materialisations in gas-light—Materialisations of beasts and 
of birds—Holding a “ form ” in the arms—Experiments in a Govern
ment Building in London—Notable experiments by Sir William 
Crookes, President of the Royal Society, London—The conditions 
proved to be necessary for success in this little-known field of research 
—Precautions against fraud—Interesting questions answered by the 

entities, &c.
This text-book contains in plain and simple language the results of a series 

of experiments carried out during a period of seven years. In addition to this 
the author cites the well-known records of Sir William Crookes, and briefly 
deals with the latest Continental work on the subject, “ Materialisationsphe- 
nomena ” by Dr. Sohrenck-Notzing, which has attracted so much attention in 
Germany.

Illustrated Paper Cover. Price 1/2 post free.
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C.

NEW BOOK JUST PUBLISHED.

WHERE TWO WORLDS MEET.BRIDGING THE GULFBETWEEN MATTER AND SPIRIT.
By SIR WILLIAM EARNSHAW COOPER, C.I.E.

CONTENTS.
Man: From Animal to Super-Animal—The Birth of Religion— 

Know Thyself—The Super-Physical in Man. What is it ? What 
is its Destiny ?—In the Next World—Deliberate Sin and Sin 
Committed in Ignorance—Mode of Punishment—Man Must Forgive 
Man—The Perfect Automatism of DiVine' Forgiveness—Belief in 
a Personal God—Blind Leaders of the Blind—The Powers of 
Good and Evil—What is Spiritualism?—The Need of Medium
ship—True Spiritual Science—Messages from the Unseen— 
Spirit Healers.: Seen and Unseen—Conclusions.

Cloth, 316 Pages. 3s. lOd. net, post free.
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C.

MR. PERCY R. STREET
(Superintendent of the Old Rectory Home of Rest) has taken 

RESTHOLM, READING,
and is prepared to accept Resident Patients for Rest Cure under his 

personal care and treatment. Terms on application.
PERCY R. STREET, Frances Cottage, Cavereham, Reading.

LETTERS FROM A LIVING DEAD MAN.
Written Down by ELSA BARKER.

(Ry Automatic Writing.)
The alleged Communicant occupied in life a high position 

in the legal profession, and his attitude towards all questions 
in relation to the other world was of the broadest kind. 
He enters it, according to his own account, in the spirit of 
an explorer, seeking new fields of knowledge, and his report 
of his experiences is as refreshingly broadminded as it is 
original and free from bias. The authoress observes that 
the effect of the letters has been to remove entirely any 
fear of death which she may have ever had.

Cloth, 309 pages, 3/10 net, post free.
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C.

CREATIVE THOUGHT.
. Being .

ESSAYS IN THE ART OF SELF-UNFOLDMENT.
By W. J. COLVILLE.

A PRACTICAL HANDBOOK.
Some of the Contents.—Personal Experiences of Mental Healing, 

A Practical Lesson in Mental Healing, Enigmas Confronted in Heal
ing, Our Bodies : What are They ? How Shall We Govern Them? The 
Spiritual Man: His Powers and Privileges, True Views of Occultism, 
Power of Suggestion, Law of Attraction, Concentration of Thought 
and Control of Memory, Power of the Spoken Word, What is the 
Human Aura? How Can We Develop It ? Success: How to Achieve 
It, Sleep, Dreams and Visions, Dreaming True, Psychical Develop
ment, Genius, What and Whence ? Religion, Science and Philosophy, 
Idealism and Realism. Human Unity through many Nations, True 
Liberalism, Chastening, Destiny, Persistence, Mental Suggestion, Its 
Place in Education, &c.

Cloth, gilt, 296 pages. 3/10 net, post free.
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C.

PHOTOGRAPHING THE 
INVISIBLE.

Practical Studies in Spirit Photography, Spirit Portraiture 
and other Rare but Allied Phenomena.

Bi JAMES COATES, Ph.D., F.AS.
With ninety Photographs.

In this work the Author traces the history of ‘Spirit Photography’ 
during the past forty years, and gives a lucid account of its remarkable 
progress in America and in the British Isles.

Cloth, 400 pages, 5/4 post free.
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C.

"Duddhist Society.—Gentlemen willing to 
JU undertake the office of Hon. General Secretary (now vacant), 
are requested to apply to—President, 64, Twyford-avenue, West 
Acton, W.______________________________________________ 

Remunerative Occupation of Psychic and
Literary Interest desired by. Gentlewoman with Secretarial, 

Professional, and Business Experience. Good correspondent and 
interviewer. Own typing machine. Excellent testimonials.—“ E.P.S.,” 
c/o office of Light, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C.__________________ 

Spiritualists when in London should stay at 
O Hunstanton House, 18, Endsleigh-gardens, London, N.W. (2 
minutes Euston Station, 6 minutes St. Fanoras and King’s Cross); 
central for all parts ; perfect sanitation. Terms, 4s. Bed and Break, 
fast, no charge foi attendance. Full tariff apply to Mrs. Stanley Watte, 
Proprietress___________________________________________________

Gloucester House, 16-18, Gordon-st., Gordon- 
VX square, London, W.O. (close to Endsleigh-gardens). A Home 
from Home; Quieb and Comfortable; Perfect Sanitation; Central for 
Business and Pleasure. Weekly Terms; TARIFF (per day)—Single 
Bedroom and Breakfast, 4s.; Double Bedroom and Breakfast, 3s. 6d.; 
Dinner, Is. 6d.; also vegetarian table.—Miss Cornwell, Proprietress.

SEASIDE AND OTHER APARTMENTS.
Advertisements under this head, not exceeding twenty-four 

words (three lines), will be inserted for three months for 13s.; 
six for 7s. 6d. ; single insertions Is. 6d.

Hunstanton.—St, Edmunds Private Hotel.
Two minutes from the sea ; excellent cuisine. For terms. 

address Mrs. Stanley Watts.

Douglas, Isle of Man.—Mrs. Arthur Stead, 
“Dalton House,” 7, Belgrave-road, Port Jack, Douglas, Isle of 

Man. Apartments, with or without hoard; home comforts. Grand 
view of sea and bay.
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NOTES BY THE WAY.

We find the current number of that excellent quarterly 
magazine, ‘Science Progress” (John Murray, 5s. net) of 
especial interest in view of the article by Mr. J. Arthur 
Hill, entitled “ Criticisms of Psychical Research.” Mr. 
Hill is ’dealing with the objections of Mr. H. J. Shelton, a 
writer who is quoted as saying that about psychical research 
evidence he “knows little and cares less.” Judging by his 
rejoinder to Mr. Hill’s article, printed in the same issue, 
one of his objections relates to the introduction of the 
subject of psychical research into Sir Oliver Lodge's presi
dential address to the British Association. That is old 
ground now. We dealt with the question at the time from 
our own standpoint and need not recur to it. The following 
extracts from Mr. Hill’s article, however, will doubtless be of 
interest to readers of-Light. On the question of telepathy 
Mr. Hill writes:—

I agree very cordially that it is “ rash folly ” to admit an 
ether-wave telepathy, except as a mere guess—a guess, moreover, 
which the details of the evidence seem to render probably mis
taken; Is it not equally rash folly for Mr. Shelton to say that 
when telepathy has explained all it can, “ the residuum ceases to 
be worth investigating” 1 No doubt this is so to one who 
"knows little and cares less” about the subject. But there are 
others who think that even small residua do not cease to be 
worth investigating. Rayleigh and Ramsay discovered argon by 
following up the small residual difference between atmospheric 
nitrogen and nitrogen obtained from other sources, and as tele
pathy is “not proven,” the Spiritistic residuum is not proven 
to be small. It may turn out very large. It depends on the 
scope of telepathy. And this is a matter for investigation,

ignorance of the subject they assail and that world-old im
pulse to oppose a naw idea. It will not be forgotten how 
scientists opposed: the steam engine, the telephone and the 
phonograph—to mention only a few “new ideas”—-but 
with no conspicuous success. Fools, it is said, learn by ex
perience, but we cannot logically apply the term fools ” to 
the opponents of new discoveries, because plainly experi
ence has never taught them anything 1 But (as Mr. Hill 
remarks):—

This natural conservatism is a good thing. If saves us from 
superstition and foolish credence of various kinds. I greatly 
prefer excessive scepticism to excessive credulity. . . We do 
not expect to produce belief by our reports; we do 
not even wish to do so. The most that we expect or wish to do 
is to “modify the atmosphere,” to dissolve away negative as
sumptions, to change popular opinion from a state of ignorant 
denial to a state of open-minded tolerance and suspense of judg
ment, while at the same time insisting on adherence to careful 
scientific methods and on ruthless rejection of anything that is 
not based on solid, carefully amassed, and tested evidence.

A correspondent of the “ Saturday Westminster 
Gazette,” of the 9th inst., commenting on "The Ghost of 
a Dog ” (the article in the “ Gazette ” from which we quoted 
recently) attributes the phenomenon to thought-transfer
ence—thought-pictures in the mind unconsciously projected 
“ and always acting and re-acting on each and every one of
us. And in the closing passage of the letter the writer

On the question of trance phenomena and normal 
clairvoyance, Mr. Hill writes convincingly, showing that 
in some cases the hypothesis of telepathy seems to be 
nearly if not quite excluded:—

These trance phenomena are closely paralleled by the “ normal 
clairvoyance ” of a medium well known to me for many years. 
This man, apparently quite normal, and certainly not in trance, 
will sometimes reel off correct descriptions and names of one’s 
deceased relatives as fast as they can be taken down in shorthand ; 
also intimate family details of the sitter’s history which he could 
not have obtained by detective work ; also, sometimes, things 
which the sitter did not know and never had known—so far as 
he was aware—but which on inquiry turned out true. My 
friends and I have carried out long series of experiments with 
this medium, introducing strangers from distant towns—non
Spiritualists, people with no interest in these matters—and 
devising various other tests. We began as unbelievers, but the 
facts beat us. Something out of the common is at work, of that 
we are sure. What it is we do not know. Perhaps it is partly 
telepathy, but some of the evidence seems to go beyond that.

remarks:—
Of course, purely sentimental, and what I may call "objec

tive” Spiritualists will cling to their “phenomenal” spirit 
theory; but if the mental world be as real as, or more real than, 
this one, may we not be using two words (thought-spirit) for 
one and the same thing ?

It depends upon who is meant by “we." As we have 
said before, the term “spirit" in its strict sense stands for 
the power or reality behind substance. We never see 
spirit, we only see the appearance it presents to us in some 
grade of substance—that is to say, a form. A thought is pro
bably a highly refined form of substance, or we could not 
feel its presence as an atmosphere or in curtain conditions 
photograph it. But then comes the question whether in 
the story of “ The Ghost of a Dog ” the seer beheld the dog 
itself or only its owner’s thought of it. Both theories are 
tenable. The “ ‘ phenomenal ’ spirit theory,” as the 
“ Gazette ” correspondent calls it, does not invalidate the 
idea of thought images, nor is the reverse the case. Doubt
less both are true. Life is very comprehensive and has 
room for all kinds of possibilities.

Sir Oliver Lodge has found a valuable and competent 
lieutenant in Mr. Hill, although we do not envy Mr. Hill’s 
task of having to reply to critics equipped with little but

" N. G. S.," a correspondent whose letters reveal an ad. 
mirable spirit of scientific inquiry, referring to the attention 
lately paid to sufferers from blindness, asks whether 
hypnotism might not have a curative value in such cases:—

Lately I have read that the blind in their dreams see as 
naturally and clearly as those who have their natural sight 
Considering this in connection with the case of somnambulistic 
perception, it seems possible that the abnormal or spiritual 
mode of vision might be brought into normal use by the aid 
of hypnotism; and, indeed, there have been cases of people 
seeing otherwise than by their eyea If a subject were hyp
notised apd made to believe he would see when in his ordinary



242 LIGHT. [May 23, 1914.

condition, would he ? Very likely the experiment has been 
tried. If not, it should be tried forthwith.

If our correspondent saw the M Daily Chronicle ” three 
days after his letter was dispatched he would have found his 
inquiry answered. Under the heading * Blind Girl cured by 
Hypnotism,” the newspaper referred to gave an account of 
Gertrude Yates, a girl nine years of age, living at Nunhead, 
who a year ago had her sight restored by hypnotism, having 
been blind from birth.

» » • »
For the benefit of those of our readers who did not see 

the account we reproduce the essential facts here:—
There was not the least doubt that the child had never been 

able to see before she was treated by Mr. Alexander Erskine, 
who for nearly a decade has been practising psycho-therapeutics.

I visited Gertrude’s home yesterday (writes a “ Daily 
Chronicle” representative), and discovered that the child can 
see better now even than she could when she first came out of 
the darkness. Her sight is not perfect, but it is strong enough 
for all ordinary purposes, and she was able to describe objects 
and people at least twenty yards away. . .

“ There was always trouble with Gertrudes eyes,” the mother 
explained, M and I took her to many doctors, and finally to the 
hospital. But nobody could do her any good. They gave me 
drops to put in her eyes, but they didn’t get any better. Then 
a kind lady said that Mr. Erskine might be able to do something 
for her. And a year ago he came to see her and put her to 
sleep. And then the wonder happened, and she has had her 
sight ever since.”

Mr. Alexander Erskine does not regard the case as in any 
way sensational, although it is a valuable illustration of the 
uses of psycho-therapeutics.

“There is, of course,” he remarked, “nothing miraculous 
about the cure. The child was never really blind—that is to 
say, the mechanism of eyesight was intact, and the nerves in 
perfect condition. But she had never been able to see, because 
anything that got on the retina, though it was transmitted to the 
brain, was not interpreted by the mind. The last and the 
important link was wanting. All that was needed was for the 
child to use her will and make the necessary co-ordination 
between her conscious and subconscious mind. That was done 
when I sent her to sleep, and suggested to her that she would 
be able to see when she woke.”

And Mr. Erskine in some remarks on cures of functional 
disorders which he has effected emphasises the conclusions 
of other experts in psycho-therapy, viz., that their methods 
apply to functional and not organic derangements.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE.

MEETINGS AT 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C..
Fob the Study of Psychical Phenomena.

Clairvoyance.—On Tuesday na1., May 26th, Mrs. E. A 
Cannock will give clairvoyant descriptions at 3 p.m., and no 
one will be admitted after that hour. Fee, Is. each to Associates ; 
Members fru ; for friends introduced by them, 2s. each.

Spirit Healing.—Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, Mr. 
Percy R. Street, the healing medium, will attend at the rooms 
of the London Spiritualist Alliance, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C., 
between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m., for diagnosis by a spirit control and 
magnetic healing Application should be made to the Secretary.

A “HEADLESS GHOST.”

Headless ghosts are not infrequent in the ghost stories of 
the past, but a modern representative of this type of spirit is 
now reported from the village of Shareshill, about three and a- 
half miles from Cannock. It is M headless, garbed in white, and 
radiates a subdued glimmer.” It was first seen by an ex-sailor 
working at the collieries in the locality, who encountered the 
apparition while cycling to work one evening. Thinking it was 
a woman he hailed it with a cheery “ good-night,” whereupon 
it u gave a nerve-shattering shriek and began to travel alongside 
the cyclist.” It was then that the cyclist noticed that the 
apparition was headless and moved along without touching the 
ground. After that it was seen by six colliers who were cycling 
from Coven to Wyrley. They said it was floating in the air 
quite five feet from the ground, and appeared to be about seven 
feet high. It had no head, and outstretched two long arms. “ Its 
garb was white, and a subdued glow radiated from the figure.” 
Assuming it to be a veritable ghost, its appearance suggests 
imperfect materialisation.

THE PSYCHIC ELEMENT IN THE GREEK 
TESTAMENT.

Address by Mr. Angus MacArthur.

[Copyright.]

Mr. Angus MacArthur addressed the Marylebone Spirit
ualist Association on Sunday evening, May 10th, on the subject 
of the “ Psychic Element in the Greek Testament.” The earlier 
portion of the address was substantially a recapitulation of the 
conclusions already stated to the London Spiritualist Alliance in 
an address on the same subject in February, 1910 (see Light, 
VoL XXX., pp. Ill and 123) : but the later portion, on the 
Resurrection and the accompanying phenomena, contained certain 
new suggestions. The lecturer said, with reference to the display 
of the wounds of the risen Lord to Thomas and the assembled 
disciples:

If you ask yourself why He should show wounds, a sugges
tive speculation will exhibit itself. If some dear friend, recently 
departed, were suddenly to present himself again to one of us, 
in bodily aspect, exactly and precisely as of old, I imagine we 
should hardly ask to be presented with physical evidence of 
identity by means of scars, fractures or other injuries to the 
body we knew so well. Recognition would be spontaneous and 
enthusiastic. But if, although our friend’s aspect were practically 
that which we remembered so well, there was nevertheless a 
certain unfamiliarity of feature and expression, we might seek 
for some such confirmation in the evidence offered by remem
bered physical defects of the genuine physical personality. Now 
if you conjecture an imperfect stage of the materialisation, the 
difficulty about the display of the hands and feet is dissipated. 
Have we any evidence that the early materialisations of the risen 
Lord were imperfect and experimental—that they were the con
tinuously improving efforts, as we may say with all reverence, of 
One who was as yet hampered by the difficulties which might be 
supposed to trouble this perfect man, “ of a reasonable soul and 
human flesh subsisting,” in these primary demonstrations of the 
fact of the Resurrection ?

The truth is that the whole narrative teems with them. 
They simply amazed me when, throwing aside the veil of a 
translation made by men who probably had no experience of 
psychic phenomena, I begin to reflect upon the original word
ing of the record. As I understand the appearances of the 
risen Christ, they were materialisations. Among modem 
scientists, Professor Bonney has mentioned this hypothesis in his 
book on the “ Present Relations between Science and Religion,” 
but I propose to work it out, so far as time permits, in the light 
of the Gospel record, and of the experience of this expert 
audience, and with the aid of reference to the original Greek. 
At the very beginning of the Resurrection story, we find Mary 
at the tomb speaking to the two angels (I use Dr. Weymouth’s 
translation).

“ Why are you weeping ? ” they asked.
“ Because,” she replied, “ they have taken away my Lord and 

I know not where they have put him.”
While she was speaking, she turned round and saw Jesus 

standing there, but did not recognise him.
“ Why are you weeping ? ” he asked. “ Who are you looking 

for?” — .
She, supposing that he was the gardener, replied, “Sir, if 

you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him 
and I will remove him.”

“ Supposing that he was the gardener ! ” But if the received 
view of the Resurrection be the correct one, the body before her 
was that which, only a couple of days previously, she had seen 
hanging upon the cross—the body of the Lord whom this woman 
had loved and worshipped with the passionate affection which 
made her the last at the cross and earliest at the grave. On 
the received view, Christ had stepped from the tomb in his 
original physical personality, as if in our own day some departed 
friend were suddenly to rise and emerge from the coffin in 
which he had been laid for burial. Is not that view excluded 
by the record before us? Is there not, in this supposition 
that He was “ the gardener,” the plain and unmistakable sug
gestion that this was an imperfect materialisation, put together
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in haste and eagerness by the manifesting Spirit with the aid 
of this single medium, and, therefore, at first sight unrecognis
able even by the most intimate of friends ? I submit that 
this, at all events for investigators like ourselves, is a far more 
likely explanation than those offered by commentators who were 
precluded by their habitual theological prepossession from seeing 
the realities of the case. Alford, incisive as he so frequently is 
in spiritual matters, explains that the fact why Mary could 
not know Him “ may be psychologically accounted* for—she did 
not expect Him to be there—was wholly preoccupied with other 
thoughts.” A learned German critic says that 44 her tears wove 
a veil, which concealed Him who stood before her.” Farrar 
thinks that “some accident of dress or appearance made her 
fancy it was the keeper of the garden.” But as he had just 
previously told us that “ there was something spiritual, some
thing not of earth, in that risen and glorified body,” this 
explanation will not stand. An imperfect materialisation might 
be taken for such a humble individual as a gardener, but the 
mistake could scarcely be made if the body were of glorified 
aspect.

। The story of the recognition by the voice of the Saviour, 
where His mere appearance had evoked no response, is familiar 
toyoualL No sooner has recognition taken place than Jesus 
says “Touch me not 1” “Do not handle me ! ” or best of all 
renderings, perhaps, 14 Do not cling to me.” The tense (present 
imperative middle) implies at least that she was attempting to 
tonch Him, and there is in the words a certain restraint and 
tenderness, as if He were saying 44 Now, don’t you cling to me.” 
But why not? If this visible body were simply a revival 
of that mortality which had hung upon the cross, and had laid 
in the tomb, would not the fact of its palpability to the touch 
have been one of the best evidences of reality of the Resurrection ? 
But the real physical body had, as I suppose, been dema
terialised by powerful psychic agencies. There was in very truth 
no corruption, as these elements of the physical body were scat
tered. The wordshave perplexed commentators. Most of them see 
in the prohibition, followed by the words,44 For I am not yet as
cended to my Father,” a kind of implied promise that in another 
state of existence, believers will touch Him. Leo the Great, who 
died in 461, and who was therefore comparatively near the apos
tolic period, seems to have been one of the earliest exponents of 
this view. “When I am ascended to the Father,” so he 
paraphrases the passage, “then you shall more perfectly and 
truly touch, grasping with the mind that which you do not now 
touch with the hand, and comprehending with the intellect that 
which you do not now discern with the senses.” But it seems 
to me that the explanation of the prohibition is not so far
fetched, especially in view of its inferential repeal, as we 
shall see within the next few minutes. If I am right in my 

T* conjecture that this was a weak materialisation, made up 
with the aid of “power” from this single medium, it might have 
fallen to pieces at a touch, particularly at so electric a touch 
as that of Mary in her ecstasy. Hence that prohibition, so 
familiar to all observers of materialisation phenomena, against 
touch. Materialisation is a very difficult task—how much 
more difficult was it likely to be to this Supreme Spirit, fresh 
from the awful experiences of the last few days, and conscious 
of the immeasurable destinies which depended upon the suc
cessful conclusion of the mighty task, which it had set out 
from the spirit-spheres to accomplish, during the forty days 
that yet remained to finish it I If this interpretation be 
correct, the whole sentence is exquisitely natural : 44 Now, 
don’t touch me. I am not vet ascended to my Father. If 
touch is necessary to confirm the evidence of your sight, there 
will be abundant opportunity for it before I pass finally out 
of this into a higher plane.” And that opportunity of touch, 
as we know, was actually given, together with demonstrations 
that the materialised body was so perfect as to be capable of 
taking physical sustenance.

Almost immediately, however, after this episode there is 
a manifestation to the other Mary and Salome, the mother of 
James (Mark xvi. 1). St. Luke says the second woman was 
Joanna (Luke xxiv. 10). The sequence of events is not 
wholly clear, but it is obvious that these women were leav
ing the empty tomb in order to inform the disciples of its

condition, when 44 suddenly they saw Jesus coming to meet 
them.” “ And,” adds St. Matthew, “ they came and clasped 
[literally 44seized”—the Greek verb is a very strong one] 
his feet, bowing to the ground before him.” But there 
was apparently no prohibition against the act of seizure, 
though only a few minutes before, the earlier witness had been 
bidden not to touch. If the traditional reason for this prohibi
tion were the true one, it must have been as necessary in the case 
of the two or three women as in the instance of Mary. The 
facts probably are (a) the materialisation had grown stronger, 
especially because (b) there were now two, or possibly three, 
mediums upon whom it could draw for 44 power.”

(To be continued).

THE BUDDHIST SOCIETY’S ANNUAL MEETING.

The Buddhist Society, of 46, Great Russell-street, W.C , held 
its annual public meeting on Saturday, the 9th inst, at the 
Galleries of the Royal Society of British Artists. A large and 
enthusiastic gathering was present

Db. E. J. Mills, F.R.S., D.Sc., who occupied the chair, 
welcomed the members and friends with a few kindly words. 
The Buddha, he said, had left an imperishable memory. In the 
last watch of the night when he attained enlightenment he 
realised the absolute truth about the universe. He saw it “ face 
to face.” He had told us that the whole of our progress towards 
peace rested with ourselves. The teaching he gave was only to be 
accepted if it was in accordance with our own experience. But 
if we did accept it, it would result to us in a peace impossible 
to describe.

Mr. Westbrook said the great need of the world in 
the time of the Buddha was not more science but new moral 
guidance and fresh inspiration for living. To-day science 
had been studied and applied in such a materialistic and non- 
moral way as to have destroyed or disturbed our spiritual 
balance. In the Buddhas teaching that the Universe is per
meated by law we might observe some correspondence be
tween the idea of omnipresent law and the theological con
ception of the omnipresence of God.

Mr. Howell Smith said that Buddhism proclaimed that 
change, was the law of existence. Some might call this 
pewimism- The terms “optimism” and “pessimism” were 
too often loosely used to denote states of health at odd times, 
but the Buddha invited us to be strong enough and brave 
enough to see life as it really was. Buddhism aimed at sweeping 
away delusions. Once we realised the true nature of the sorrow 
of existence, emancipation began. We should cultivate 
sympathy, which was a real unity with other beings. The 
trend of present-day thought was to the Buddhist ideal of the 
realisation of unity.

Mr. Ameresekera, who referred to the fact that that day 
was greatly honoured in Ceylon, declared that well-nigh a third 
of the human race turned towards the Buddha in love and 
gratitude; and Mrs. Romanne James described the Buddhist 
monk’s life in Siam.

Mr. Lloyd dwelt on the need for cultivating sympathy with 
Nature—animate and inanimate. 44 Let a man cultivate towards 
the whole world—above, below, around—a heart of love un
stinted, unmixed with the sense of differing and opposing 
interests.” The essential teaching of Buddhism was love. It 
rolled on men to live in tune with Nature, which would give 
strength, upliftment, and courage.

The chairman closed with the Buddhist benediction.

We can never be any less than we are this minute. 
We are forever taking on more, and once taken, it cannot be 
discarded—it is us forever.—Lucv A. R. Mallory.

Grades of Perception.—Every plane of life is invisible 
and incomprehensible to the plane of life below it. To com
prehend a higher plane of life we must ascend or live up to it. 
This is the reason why the spiritual plane of life is 44 foolishness ” 
to those immersed in the physical-sensual life. To discern 
spiritual things we must ascend in thought to that plane of life, 
else it cannot be known to the consciousness of the individual.



244 LIGHT. [May 23, 1914.

SPIRITUALIST MAY MEETINGS IN LONDON.

The thirteenth Annual Convention of the Union of London 
Spiritualists at South Place Institute on Thursday, May 14th, was 
represented by three thronged and enthusiastic meetings. At the 
morning gathering the speaker was Vice-Admiral W. Usborne 
Moore, his subject being u Spirit Identity by the Direct Voice.”

The meeting having been opened with a fervid and eloquent 
invocation by Mr. P. Scholey, the Chairman (Mr. George Tayler 
Gwinn) briefly introduced the Admiral as one who had had a 
very wide experience in the particular phase of mediumship to 
which he was about to call attention and who was known 
to many of those present through the pages of Light and his 
published works.

Admiral Moore began by saying that among the manifold 
phases of Spiritism which had been exhibited in this country 
the most satisfactory and provably genuine was that of the 
“ direct voice.” We had had it with us in a mild way for many 
years through the mediumship of Mrs. Everitt, Mr. Cecil Husk, 
Mr. Williams, and Mr. Craddock, but English people as a whole 
did not realise its full possibilities until Mrs. Etta Wriedt came 
to Wimbledon as the guest of Mr. W. T. Stead in May, 1911.. 
The Admiral continued :—

The M direct voice ” is the highest manifestation which has 
yet been vouchsafed to man by the higher powers in the spirit 
world. Materialisation is very interesting from a scientific 
point of view. Trance utterances, clairvoyance, clairaudience 
and automatic writing give us some valuable testimony, but in 
these phases no investigator can aver that the communications 
are wholly free from adulteration by the consciousness of the 
medium. In the case of the voice, however, there is only a 
slight trace of the personality of the psychic. It evinces itself 
occasionally by the mode of expression, the phrasings of the 
sentences are not always those which the speaker used in life 
The actual voices cannot be reproduced for two reasons: 
(1) the power to speak is collected from the sitters, and (2) the 
use of a metal trumpet destroys the individuality of the accents.

Identity is discovered by what the communicator says, the 
trifles that he talks about and now and again by peculiar 
mannerisms. Some dozen people in this country have heard the 
direct independent voice when no trumpet is used and when 
only the sitters can hear what is said. The message is not 
clairaudient; the speech of the spirit is objective and issues 
from some position a few inches from the ear. This, in my 
opinion, is the crowning phase of Spiritistic phenomena yet 
reached by mortals. To listen to an old friend talking to you 
for half an hour without the medium hearing a word of his or 
her statements, and of events which you and the spirit only 
know—it may be of the events of fifty years ago and only 
vaguely remembered by yourself—is an experience very rare and 
never to be forgotten a= long as one lives. It has been my 
privilege at least forty times to receive this proof of spirit power.

The first thing I ought to touch upon, when describing the 
stances of Mrs. Wriedt, is the proof of their genuineness. In 
the first place, she is never in trance and talks naturally through 
every seance, often giving the names and descriptions of spirit 
visitors and indicating for whom they come. While talking she 
is often interrupted by a spirit voice, and the two are speaking 
simultaneously. Then the voices can be heard in full light as 
well as in darkness, though for obvious reasons the latter con
dition is better. Two voices have been frequently heard by me 
and others talking at the same moment about matters unknown 
to the psychic and to each other ; occasionally three and at very 
rare intervals four, one using the trumpet and two or three 
independently of it. A voice has been heard to sing and another 
to speak simultaneously, and one gentleman also heard the voice 
when the medium was downstairs in the drawing-room forty 
feet distant and the door of the stance-room locked.

Objects are moved in the room, vases full of water and 
flowers passed about, chairs turned upside down and lifted over 
the heads of the sitters, flowers put into the hands of those 
present. I remember, at one stance, a full vase weighing ten 
pounds, from a table outside the circle, brushing past me and 
being placed in silence on a chair within it. Once, in 1913, a 
trumpet leapt from the floor in a good red light, dented itself on 
the back of a chair and flew into the end of the room. In the 
dark phantasm* and spirit lights of different sizes and colours 
can be seen by people who have no receptive mediumistic gifts, 
and occasionally faces brilliantly illuminated.

The medium, who is an uncultured person, does not know 
any language but Yankee ; she cannnot even speak proper 
English. Yet the spirits have been heard to speak Arabic, 
Croatian, Servian, Dutch, French, German, Hebrew, Hindustani, 
Italian, Norwegian, Spanish, Welsh, Scotch and Gaelic.

Perhaps the most impressive feature was, in the speaker’s 
opinion, the naturalness of all that went on. After giving gome 
instances of this, he said that it was a passion with Mrs. Wriedt 
to be the passive means of bringing children to their parents

Though her blank seances are about one in five, I do 
not remember one sitting where the blessing of consolation 
for the loss of children was denied to a sorrowing father or 
mother.

The Admiral next alluded to some of the spirit personalities 
most often met with at Mrs. Wriedt s stances. Dr. John Sharp, 
her leading control, we were informed, was born in Glasgow and 
taken over to America by his parents in the eighteenth century 
when he was two months old. He became an apothecary fanner, 
and eventually died in Evansville, Indian*. John King (Sir 
Henry Morgan of two hundred and fifty years ago), the control 
of Husk, the blind medium, frequently managed Mrs. Wriedt’s 
seances in England ; “ Grayfeather," formerly a North American 
Indian medicine chief, was the control of J. B. Jonson, the 
materialising medium of Toledo, Ohio ; and “ Blossom " was an 
Indian spirit child who lived and died in Florida.

After this introduction Admiral Moore proceeded to recount, 
out of the hundreds of convincing evidences in his possession, 
a few examples of the phenomena which had occurred in the 
presence of this remarkable psychic.” He stated that during 
the last three years he had sat some seventy times alone with 
her, and described the procedure on these occasions, and how 
his spirit guide, “ Iola,” developed power till she was able to 
appear to him and talk to him independently of the trumpet 
without being either seen or heard by Mrs. Wriedt. Of these 
personal sittings he narrated two—one on the evening when 
Mrs. Wriedt arrived here last year, at which a Miss Searle came 
and said she had lived near to him, and thought he was much 
deceived, and she had now “ come to see whether there is any
thing in it.” She added that her niece was now doing her 
work. The statements were quite correct. The lady had kept 
a small shop and post-office three hundred yards from his house, 
and her niece was keeping on the shop. At the other string, 
on May 17th, he had, while holding both hands of the medium, 
the most complete instance of telekinesis (movement of objects) 
in the dark he ever remembered witnessing.

From his private sittings the Admiral passed to the experi
ences of others, but we have not space to give here any of the 
narratives he quoted. Many of them have already been pub
lished in Light, and all are given in his book “ The Voices. 
In conclusion he said :—

I never once heard an evil spirit speak at Mrs. Wriedt’s 
seances, and I heard some bund reds of voices. People who ought 
to know better say they do not understand why spirits cannot 
tell us anything about the “ other side.” It is not possible for 
them to answer all our questions, because they are operating in 
more than three dimensions. Try and imagine yourselves 
endeavouring to explain to a being who only knows of two 
dimensions how you build a house. You would find it impos
sible to make it understand. The principal object of our visitors 
is to convince us that their Egos have survived the shock of 
death, and that they are happy. This object accomplished, they 
have little more to say. All psychologists know that identity 
can only be established by trifles. Let us suppose that a states
man wishes to make an old schoolfellow comprehend that he still 
lives. Does he talk about his work, say, at the Foreign Office ? 
What good would that do ? Hundreds of people know the details. 
But if he says, M Do you remember when I punched yOur head 
behind the barn at the end of the cricket-field ? ” this, if true, 
is what might be called striking evidence to his hearer that the 
individual he once knew is communicating.

All my researches, so far, go to show that the Bible record 
contains true instances of Spiritistic phenomena both in Old and 
New Testaments. Take away the Virgin Birth, the physical 
resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth, his ascension and the raising 
of 1*7* mw, for all of which occurrences the evidence is of the 
most feeble character, and nothing is left which cannot be 
accounted for by ordinary psychic phenomena, instances of 
which are known to numbers of persons now living. The feeding 
of the four or five thousand with an inadequate supply of loaves 
and fishes has certainly not been duplicated in our time, but 
may not these have been extensions of the phenomena we now 
know as “ apports ” ?

Let us hope that the mysterious powers of Mrs. Wriedt, 
which are far superior to those of any living medium, may 
continue for many years to be the means of comforting the 
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bereaved and preparing all those who witness them for the 
world in which they will find themselves when their spirits 
leave their mortal tenements. (Applause.)

In reply to a question, the Admiral said he had never been 
able to get a satisfactory answer as to the exact means used by 
the spirits for the production of the voices. It would be inte
resting to ascertain whether a gramophone would record them 
properly.

Db. Abraham Wallace, in a few words at the close, re
ferred to an article in the press that morning by Mr. Geoffrey 
Raupert, on “ The Baneful Side of Psychical Research. ’ He 
himself recognised that side, but its existence was due not to any 
inherent bane fulness but to the fact that sensitives were not 
given the proper conditions. He expressed his sympathy with 
Mrs. Susanna Harris in the attack made on her in Holland, and 
his pleasure at knowing that Mrs. Wriedt was well looked after 
by Admiral Moore.

At the afternoon meeting clairvoyant descriptions were given 
by Mis MacCreadie and Mrs. Gordon, both ladies well illustrat
ing the reality and resources of their gifts. Some of the de
scriptions were accompanied by messages which showed intimate 
knowledge of the needs and circumstances of the persons ad
dressed. Mrs. Susanna Harris afterwards spoke cn her experi
ences, and by her earnest and impressive delivery, enlivened by 
quaint touches of humour, kept her andience deeply interested.

Many and varied emotions were stirred at the evening meet
ing, Admiral Moore s address was in the nature of a bombshell, 
and had not the President exercised a firm hand, it would have 
been followed by such a storm of questions and hostile comment 
M would have left no time for anything else. The Admiral re
garded the very names “Spiritualism” and “Spiritualist as 
misleading and presumptuous ; he could see no meaning in such 
terms as “ the philosophy " and “ the cause ” of Spiritualism, or 
anything in its “ seven principles ” which was not common to 
all religion*, and the movement was marked by many blemishes 
which he proceeded to expose in the most unsparing fashion. 
The eloquent speeches which followed from Mr. P. Scholey, 
Mr. F. T. Blake and Mrs. M. H. Wallis were in the nature of 
replies and raised great enthusiasm. Reports will appear in our 
next issue. Mr. Gwinn at the opening of the meeting gave a 
useful resume of the year’s work of the Union, the membership 
of which he stated consisted of eighteen societies and twenty-five 
associates. He made especial reference to the scheme which the 
Union had in hand for the better planning of speakers and asked 
for co-operation and help in carrying it forward.

Beautiful solos were sung at the morning and evening meet
ings by Miss Florence Shead and Miss Beatrice Rand and in the 
afternoon by Miss Ethel Clayton. Miss Mabel Gwinn ably pre
sided at the organ.

REVIVAL OF THE WORK OF * JULIA’S BUREAU.”

The “Psychic Gazette ” for May contains the deeply interesting 
announcement that the work of “Julia’s Bureau” is shortly to 
be revived. As will be remembered, an appeal was issued by 
Vim Estelle Stead nearly two years ago for assistance to con
tinue the Bureau, but the response was so disappointing that 
the work had to be relinquished. It is now stated that, owing 
to the generosity of Lady Lewis, the Bureau is to be re-established 
at a house provided for the purpose in Dorset-square, W., to be 
called “The Lady Lewis Institute.” Mr. J. J. Vango, whose 
psychic gifts are so well and widely known, has, it is stated, 
been nominated as the medium to form the “living link 
between this world and that beyond the grave.” Lady 
Lewis will personally preside over the Institute, and will be 
assisted by Mias Estelle Stead and Miss Felicia R. Scatcherd. 
The aims and objects of the Bureau, as re-established, will be 
practically identical with those which prevailed when the work 
was under the personal direction of Mr. Stead, that is to »y, 
the Bureau will not exist “ to solve scientific problems nor for the 
purpose of psychical research,” but solely “ to help those who 
mourn to communicate with their loved ones . . to beat 
broken hearts, to comfort Rachel mourning for her children, and 
to bring sure and certain knowledge of immortality to light.’’ 

t It is intended that the Institute shall be established on principles 
that will make it eventually self-supporting and permanent.

MRS. BESANT ON MYSTICISM.

In the course of an eloquent and stimulating addre« on ” The 
Meaning and Methcd of Mysticism,’’ delivered at the Queen’s 
Hall, Langham-place, W., on Sunday evening last, Mrs. Annie 
Besant said that a wave of Mysticism was pacing over the 
world at the present time: wherever we leaked, we saw 
this fact emerging. Men and women were beginning to feel 
that it was not the authority from without, but the authority 
from witbin, which was of importance. In this country, 
Mysticism had recently met with unexpected exposition. 
Thus the Dean of SL Paul’s had stated that Mysticism 
was the most scientific form of religion, while according 
to Lord Rosebery, the “ practical mystic ” was the strongest of 
all men. The question might he asked why the Dean, made 
the statement, and the answer would be, because Myrixism 
depended upon the testimony of consdousnese. We only recog
nised the appeal made by externals ; we did not know what 
thing* in themsel ves were. But after classifying our impressions 
as sensuous, mental and emotional, we found that there was 
somrthing else to which consciousness responded. It was 
difficult to define, but it might be described as a sense of some
thing greater than ourselves which most strongly appealed to us 
in our quietest momenta. It was something so wondrous aul 
profound that nothing in our being was alien to it- Our spirit 
went out to it, and our endeavour to realise it consituted 
religion. Gradually we had come to know that the testimony of 
consciousness in this matter was as real as that which answered 
to other kind* of impressions.

Mysticism was not psychical, using the word in the ordinary 
a-na., although it pertained to subtle conditions of the physical 
senses, nor was Mysticism an allegory of symbol of other truths. 
Mysticism was the realm of the spirit; it- meant a direct know
ledge of God, and its truths were partially embodied in the 
religions of to-day. There were facts in the spiritual world as well 
as in the material world ; these facts were universally known ; 
they had been recognised in every age, and. were to be found in 
every religion, living or dead. It was only the mystic who 
could know such facts directly by observation and experience. 
It was unwise to limit religions thought to revelation. There 
was a path by which supreme knowledge might be attained. In 
the realm of the spirit all was unity, while on earth all was 
diversity. The mystic response to the God idea was every
where the same. Just as a tank was useless where all around 
wa3 water, so was the written word when intuition 
spoke of God. This was, perhaps, what the Dean of St. 
Paul’s had in his mind when he said that a mystic did not 
require the scriptures. Dogma was necessary at a certain stage, 
but it only presented one side of a spiritual truth. Similarly 
chemical formula were at first useful to the student, but he was 
no t to be bound by them and on their account to be debarred 
from investigation and original research. One religious truth 
reached by the individual spirit was worth a thousand testi
monies from others. The method of Mysticism was the con
quest of the senses ; by knowing the lower we become acquainted 
with the higher. But to conquer the senses was not to destroy 
them; it meant that they were to be used as instruments by 
which we might attain to higher things. That which the lowest 
man could grasp was not sufficient tor everybody. Hence it was 
that Mysticism was again being associated with religion.

Will Mr. Edwin J. Lucas favour us with his present address, 
as we have communications for him 1

Is THE “ Two Woblds ” of loth inst appears an interesting 
account of an interview with Mr. J. J. Vango, accompanied by a 
portrait. The account is from the pen of Mr. Horace Lean

Next week we shall publish a reply by Mr. L. V. H. Witley 
to the article by A. G., MA (Oion.), MD., in Light of 9 th inst., 
with special reference to the question or the right use of the 
terms psychical” and “spiritual."

Mb. Chas. Tatlob (Brook House, Warwick-lane, E.C.) will 
shortly issue a new and cheaper edition of “Speaking Across the 
Border-Line,” by F. Heslop. It will contain an appreciation by 
Sir Oliver Lodge.
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be placed at his disposal—it is not his brain, the relation
ship is at best imperfect. And this brings us to the con
sideration that the only true and normal influence of the 
finer minds amongst the so-called dead upon the minds of 
earth is always expressed along interior—spiritual- 
channels in inspiration, in monition, in unspoken direction, 
in that golden impulse that lies behind all noble thought. 
The forms have gone, whether they were physical bodies or 
the written and spoken words. But the spirit of each 
remains.

Then, to face that question of the apparent impossibility 
of gaining a clear and definite description of the nature of the 
world beyond, it seems plainthat were the highest resources 
of human language/' the most perfect literary forms 
employed, the description would perforce have to be given 
in terms of the world in which we live. We have seen 
many eloquent descriptions, but always the old objection 
remained—“it is only this world over again.” It is 
difficult to see how it could be otherwise, for how with the 
physical side of his nature is any man to think except in 
terms of the physical world? On the inner side of his 
nature—as a spiritual being—he may apprehend the matter, 
but so long as he remains polarised to the external side of 
things so long must all his conceptions of things flow into 
that form. To man as a spirit the ghost is a kindred man, 
moving on a normal plane of action, higher, more refined, 
than the man of earth; to man as a physical creature, the 
ghost is—what? A shadow, a phantom, an elusive shape, 
fragmentary, sepulchral, a “ thing of shreds and patches.” 
The ghost might with entire justice return the compliment 
if he had never lived in this world. What do we appear 
like to him ? A flockjof chattering shadow shapes excitedly 
concerned about trifles, and consequently with no excess of 
intelligence—inane creatures busied with delusive notions 
of reality, “ hugging their bodies round them like thin 
shrouds ” and proclaiming to the radiant world of spirits: 
“We, only, truly live, but ye are dead.” But how to 
bridge the gulf, to bring to the minds of those immersed in 
the concerns of mortality some perception, however 
dim, that their world is not the only world, that 
there are realms of life beyond it more highly 
evolved, even more real t It will be done—the work is 
going on all the while. Something is effected if only by 
the stirring up of thought, even by the circulation of 
fantastic and distorted ideas having their substantial basis 
in the reality of a world of spirits whether consisting only 
of just men made perfect or “spooks,” ‘astral entities,” 
“elementals” and the rest. The painful formation of 
pot-hooks and hangers leads on to a knowledge of 
the method of writing the English of Shakespeare. 
The lore of a new world is before us, and the best 
of us- are only in the primer class. We have at 
least learned something there, even if it is only equiva
lent to the a-b ab, and b-a ba, of our nursery days. Those 
who stay outside and laugh at our efforts have no real 
occasion for mirth, having learned nothing at all. We are 
engaged in turning the unknown and uncertain into the 
known and assured. There is a vast realm of uncer
tainty around us, but we are gradually reducing it to order 
and intelligibility by the only method available—that of 
study and experiment. It is neither a simple nor a thank
ful task. It is much easier to stand and look on—and 
criticise.

SOME EXPLANATIONS AND A MORAL.

Let it be said at the outset that what we as students 
of Spiritualism, considered as a science of the future life, 
have learned concerning the nature of that life amounts to 
little more than hints, glimpses and broken lights. When 
we say that we have gained assurance of the continued 
existence of humanity “beyond the bourne,” of its con
tinued interest in the life of this world, and its occasional 
interposition in this world’s affairs, we speak of what we 
know. But when we are asked to describe in precise terms 
the nature of the world to which the “ dead ” have gone; the 
exact means whereby they are enabled to communicate with 
us; why, if they can communicate, they can give us no 
easily intelligible account of the life they are living, we are 
confessedly at a loss. We do not know.

Some explanation of this kind seems called for in view 
of certain criticisms in the Press, the outcome of General 
Sir Alfred Turner’s recent address at Suffolk Street.

One of the most intelligent and impartial of the com
mentators frankly accepts the existence of ghosts and cites 
Dr. Johnson’s well-known statement, That the dead are 
seen no more I will not undertake to maintain against the 
concurrent and unvaried testimony of all ages and nations.” 
But he is weary of the unsatisfying nature of their messages. 
They tell us nothing new, and that supports his theory that 
“the ghost is but the poor shadow of the man who was 
alive.” Quite a natural conclusion in the ease of an intelli
gent man who has apparently studied nothing but the 
torrents of dreary nonsense which some well-meaning folk, 
without judgment or discrimination, parade before the world 
as spirit messages. Such things are the sorrow and despair 
of all Spiritualists endowed with any critical faculty. The 
newspaper writer alludes to the great names attached to 
“skimble-skamble stuff” slipshod English, false history, 
ludicrous perversions of known facts. We know them too 
well, but we also know that these things are but a kind of 
scum on the surface of much that is dignified, true and 
purposeful, even though it may not always be clothed in 
the most perfect literary.form.

Our critic has overlooked one vital point,. The great 
man, dead—whoever it may be—has lost for all time the one 
thing that related him perfectly to this world when he 
lived in it—his physical brain.

There is no longer any possibility of his reproducing 
himself in mortal life exactly as he could do when he dwelt 
amongst us. Let the finest brain amongst the finest psychics

A song that is really musical and enjoyable must bo 
sung spontaneously—without effort. So with the spiritual—the 
one who is always striving to become spiritual is only in tho 
material consciousness. That which is spiritual comes without 
effort. It breathes itself out unconsciously.
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MY PSYCHIC EXPERIENCES.

By Major-General Sir Alfred Turner, K.C.B.

An Address delivered to the Members, Associates, and 
friends of the London Spiritualist Alliance on Thursday evening, 
May 7th, 1914, at the Salon of the Royal Society of British 
Artists, Vice-Admiral W. Usborne Moore, Vice-President, in 
the chair.

(Continued from page 236.)

Cases of Haunting.
Then followed an account of a visit to a haunted house near 

Yarmouth. He had visited the “haunted room” with the 
lady of the house and another lady whom he knew and who was 
strongly endowed psychically. While in the room, Sir Alfred 
said he felt a sensation as though a figure were leaning on his 
back, and both the ladies felt a grip on their necks and screamed, 
whereupon the strange visitation immediately ceased. It was 
reported that a savage murder had long before been committed 
in the room. There was a large orifice in the wall of the room 
through which the miscreant was reported to have thrown the 
bodies. The crime had been committed centuries ago, and doubt
less the figure which haunted the room was not the ghost of the 
murderer, but probably merely a thought form arising out of the 
horrible emanations which emerged from the mind of the 
murderer at the time of his foul deed. The next example of 
haunting given by the speaker was the case of a house in Chelsea 
where, during a stance held there, some curious things happened. 
Music came from two musical instruments which had lost 
their strings, and there came also the appearance of an old 
man who said he owned the house. Sir Alfred said the 
old man had not the least idea that he had passed over, 
although he had been “ on the other side ” for more than a 
hundred years. He said he was very glad to see them and men
tioned that his name was Comerford, also giving the names of 
Hia solicitors! It was a curious circumstance that on the out- 
tide of the house appeared the letter “C.” The house was 
supposed to have been the abode of the Queen of King Charles II. 
(Catherine of Braganza) after the destruction of the Palace of 
Henry VIII., but people said it was tenanted by a man named 
Comerford, and it was supposed that the letter really referred 
to his name.

One night the people who then owned the house and who 
were great friends of Sir Alfred, asked him to come and dine 
with them. Inside the building was a curious winding stair
case, supplementary to .the main staircase. As he was going 
from the hall to the dining-room, he saw the figure of a monk 
ascending the stairs. The people of the house being Roman 
Catholic, he supposed that the monk was a guest like himself. 
On his host and hostess sitting down to dinner, he asked “ Where 
ia the priest ? ”—an inquiry which called forth the counter 
question, "What priest?” “The priest I saw on the stairs,” 
he replied, whereupon he learned that the being he had seen was 
not of this world—that one of the ghosts which haunted the 
house was that of a priest supposed to have been father-confessor 
to a family who had owned the place many long years before.

Pbaohcal Uses op Spirit Communion.
It was said that there was no practical use in Spiritualism, 

but Sir Alfred gave two examples to the contrary. He once 
attended a stance in London, taking with him a brother officer 
who had been wounded in the South African campaign, and 
who had had no previous experience of psychic phenomena. 
After sitting in tho circle for a short time his friend suddenly 
exclaimed, “ I can’t stand this! I can’t stay any longer. I 
dare not stay any longer,” and quitted the room. After his 
departure a lady in the circle said that she had seen a wounded 
man, his khaki uniform stained with blood,who said to the officer : 
"I died without leaving a will. My widow gets a comparatively 
small portion of my estate. You must go to my brother and 
tell him that you have a message from me to which he must pay 
attention.” The officer (as it afterwards transpired) fulfilled the 
injunction thus given. On receiving the message the brother of 
the deceased man inquired what time the apparition appeared. 
On being told, he said, " That was the very time when I received

such an impulse as I never felt before. I seemed to hear an 
inward voice which said, ‘You know it is not right that you 
should take so much of your brother s money although you are 
legally entitled to it. You must give more to the widow.’ ” 
This monition, thus reinforced by the experience in the stance- 
room, was carried out and more ample provision made for the 
widow. (Applause.)

In another case, where a young man had died suddenly 
from an unexplained cause, it was whispered that his death 
was of his own seeking. His mother was naturally greatly dis
tressed by what seemed a cruel aspersion on her son. At her 
own earnest appeal she was permitted to be a member of a circle 
held at Sir Alfred’s house, Mrs. Wriedt being the medium. On 
inquiring of “ John King ” and other spirit visitors to the circle 
Sir Alfred was assured that it was not a case of suicide but pure 
accident. Later there was heard the voice of the young man 
himself. He gave his mother instructions as to the completion 
of a book he had been writing, and assured her that he was 
perfectly happy. She went away greatly comforted. “ I would 
like, said Sir Alfred Turner, “ to ask those who are opposed to 
the idea of spirit communion if they would grudge that poor 
mother the great consolation she received ? ” (Applause.)

The Return of W. T. Stead.
“ You have heard,” continued Sir Alfred, “ of the reappear

ances of Mr. Stead. He was a great personal friend of mine, and 
his death was a real grief to me. On the Sunday after the loss 
of the ‘Titanic,’ I was with a psychometrist, and she told me 
that she saw behind me a man’s head, and then the whole figure. 
She went on to give an accurate description of Mr. Stead, and 
said that he was holding a child by the hand. I wrote imme
diately to Miss Harper, Mr. Stead’s secretary, and she told me 
that they had had exactly the same appearance of Mr. Stead 
holding a child’s hand.

“ A few nights after that we were sitting in my house (lam 
not sure whether Mrs. Wriedt was with us), when almost imme
diately the voice of Stead came and spoke at length to ns He 
told us what happened at the wreck—how, after the ship 
had sunk, many bewildered spirits had not the slightest notion 
that they had passed over ; and how, knowing quite well where 
he was—he had experienced no surprise and felt no shock except 
the first struggle—he at once set about endeavouring to help 
these poor people to realise what had happened, and was soon 
afterwards joined by others in his missionary work.

“Here I may state that Mr. Husk, who was lying ill in bed 
on the night of the accident, woke next morning in a state of 
tremor and agitation, and said that he had had a terrible dream: 
he had been out in a wreck and had seen great mountains of 
ice. The news had not then been received. It appears that 
Mr. Stead’s controls had gone out to the wreck with Mr. Husk’s 
astral body ; for, while the etheric body cannot be parted from 
its physical envelope without the death of the latter, the astral 
body can go any distance and return.

“ To resume: we asked Mr. Stead whether he would show 
himself. He said he could not then, but if we would go, on 
such and such a date, to Cambridge House he would do so. We 
went, but we got practically no results except that Stead 
appeared at once, showing himself in short, sharp flashes, 
dressed as on earth. Since then I have seen him several times.” 
Referring to the last and most distinct of these manifestations 
(mentioned on page 207), when, unable to say more, Mr. Stead 
urged him to “pursue the truth,” Sir Alfred paid a warm 
tribute to his friend : “ There was no one on earth braver than 
he, nothing would take him out of the straight path. I am 
convinced that he is helping us now, and that he will continue 
to be of the greatest help, to those who have worked with him 
in the past”

Turning for a moment to the earliest days of Spiritualism, 
Sir Alfred alluded to the spiritual manifestations, both good and 
evil, recorded in the Bible, and pertinently asked : “If there 
were spirits seen then, why not now ? If the people who dis
believe us believe in the Bible, their reasons and conclusions are 
surely most illogical'’

Spirit Photographs.
Proceeding, Sir Alfred said that the only spirit photographer 

he had known was Mr. Boursnell, whom he met by the intro-
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duction of Mr. Stead. On one occasion Mr. Boursnell took a 
photOff**ph of him (Sir Alfred Turner) which, on being de
veloped, showed the spirit of his mother standing by his side. 
The likeness was clearly recognisable, being exactly like a 
miniature of hex taken at the time when he was a small boy. He 
had alse obtained through Mr. Boursnell s mediumship other 
psychic photographs. This particular photo, however, he had 
allowed to be reproiuced in one or two papers, and a short time 
afterwards Mr. Maskelyne stated in the press that the photograph 
was not a phouvraph of Sir Alfred's mother and that Sir Alfred 
ought to hare consulted experts, for. however earnest and sincere 
he had been in the pursuit of his inquiry into psychic photo* 
graphy, he had undoubtedly been deceived. “But, said the 
speaker, “I think I am more likely to be a judge as to whether 
the photograph was that of my mother than even the eminent 
Mr. Maskelyne. ’

On one occasion he had taken to Mr. Boursnell a lady 
who was not i Spiritualist. After she had been photographed 
there appeared on the plate, to her amazement, portraits of her 
father and an aunt who had lived with her, and the lady became a 
convert to the genuineness of psychic photography.

Affokts.
Concerning this phase of physical phenomena, Sir Alfred 

Turner related that for a particular spirit friend he had always 
provided a bouquet of dowers which, at the close of each seance, 
was taken away by the spirit visitor. But the day came when 
she said that she could no longer carry a way the bouquet, having 
passed to a higher plane of spirit life to which nothing per* 
tawing to earth could be taken. After that the flowers, though 
always offered, were left behind in the seance-room. He had 
frequently known flowers to be brought by unseen agency into 
the seance-room from other parts of the house. On one occasion 
a well-known racing man was brought to one of the seances 
(which were held in Sir Alfred's own house). As an appropriate 
offering one of the spirit operators brought into the seance- 
room from another part of the house a horse-shoe and placed it 
in front of the visitor. In another —in the presence of
three ladies and a non-professional medium—he had seen 
flowers falling on the table, the room being lighted, 
though not fully. Various objects not in the house at the 
time were also brought into the room, one of them being 
a copper incense spoon and another a star said to have been 
taken from the uniform of an officer, a friend of Sir Alfred, 
who had been killed in the South African war. The members 
of the circle were si tung hind in hand and the door was locked. 
At another sitting with the same lady medium similar phenomena 
occurred ; flowers were again deposited and a figure of Buddha 
was brought to a gentleman especially interested in Buddhism.

Later this lady was with Sir Alfred at a seance with Husk 
when she said “I must go.’ He never saw her again. Three 
or four days later she dropped down dead, and Sir Alfred and 
his friends were fold by spirit friends at a subsequent seance that 
on the former occasion she was in such a state of health that 
probably she would have passed over in the seance-room, and 
they therefore impressed her to leave. Her death Sir Alfred 
regarded as a terrible loss. She was a charming person and a 
most powerful medium.

Of the phenomenon of psychic music the speaker related 
some remarkable examples. Thus, on one occasion, the celebrated 
vocalist, Signor Foli, was amongst the spirit visitors, and sang to 
the circle with all the charm which characterised his sin ging in 
earth life.

In conclusion, Sir Alfred Turner said : “ I think I have now 
been over the whole ground. Spiritualism, approached in a proper 
frame of mind, and considered as a religion of a high order, 
must become the greatest blessing to those who pursue it It 
prepares us for the day when we must quit our physical body 
and proceed to higher rungs of the ladder of evolution. We 
need not pay the slightest attention to the mockers and scoffers. 
The followers of all religions in the past have had to bear the 
“ whips and scorns of rime,” and it rather shows the strength 
of our faith and its solid foundation, that we can stand together 
and face the ridicule that the world always showers on those 
whose ideals it cannot share, and of whose truths it has had no 
experience. (Applause). *

The Chairman described how when at Cambridge House at a 
seance at which Mrs. Wriedt was the medium, he had been 
speaking to his friend “Iola.” Presently she said, “Wait a 
moment,” and after about ten minutes resumed her conversation. 
On Admiral Moore inquiring the cause of the delay, she 
replied, “ Mr. Alfred Russel Wallace has just passed through, 
and he said to me, ‘So this is “Julia’s Bureau.” I have heard 
of it, but had no experience of it during my life on earth.’n

A member of the audience, referring to the lecturer’s remarks 
concerning intrusive spirits, inquired whether the seances had 
always been opened with prayer, to which Sir Alfred replied, 
“ Yes, on every occasion.”

Miss Mack Wall, as one who had attended some of the 
seances referred to by Sir A Turner, described some of the 
manifestations she had herself witnessed.

Da. Abraham Wallace, in moving a resolution of thanks, 
mid that in the interesting and highly philosophical address 
by Mr. Yeats, to which they had listened at the previous 
muring in that hall, they had seen the question treated 
from a theoretical standpoint. On the present occasion they 
had on their platform two men of action, brilliant repre
sentatives of the Army and Navy. He did not think that 
such a thing had happened before. Such men were usually 
brought face to face with serious matters and were not likely to 
give up in face of difficulties, and that was certainly the case in 
regard to Spiritualistic phenomena, to the reality of which 
both of them bore their testimony. General Sir Alfred Turner 
had for many years devoted careful attention to the subject and 
had not only strengthened the convictions of Spiritualists but 
had brought into the movement many people who had previously 
known nothing of the subject. He (Dr. Wallace) had had the 
privilege of attending some of the seances at Sir Alfred Turners 
house. On one occasion they had received a manifestation of 
psychic power so great that it was as if an earthquake had taken 
place. As they knew, on the occasion of St. Paul being released 
from prison what seemed to be an earthquake had taken place, 
but while the earthquake explained the shaking of the prison it 
did not explain the falling of the shackles from the prisoners. In 
the General s house they had heard a tremendous rumbling which 
he (Dr. Wallace) at first thought was due to the Underground 
Railway, till he remembered that it was about a mile away. He had 
also seen on these occasions some very interesting materialisations. 
On one occasion there was present a distinguished Theosophist, 
but there had been no “ elementals" at the seances at which 
Dr. Wallace was present. In conclusion, he wished to thank Sir 
Alfred Turner for the deeply interesting account of his experi
ences, and to express the hope that he would address them again 
on another occasion. (Applause.)

Mrs. Bell having seconded the resolution,
Sir Alfred Turner said : I thank you for the very kind « 

attention which you have given to my remarks. It encourages 
me to think that it is not the last time I shall have the honour 
and pleasure of addressing you.

The proceedings then terminated

MRS. ROBERTS JOHNSON,

Mrs. Roberts Johnson, the North of England lady who has 
proved so remarkable a medium for the direct voice in connec
tion with the circles alluded to in the article by “ A City Magis
trate” (Light, April 25th, pp. 199, 200), recently visited 
London, and during her stay called at the office of this journal 
Mrs. Roberts Johnson is a lady of pleasing presence, bright 
and alert in mind, and with some eighteen years' experience of 
mediumship. Her gifts, we learned, have never yet been 
exercised in public, but have been confined to the family circle 
or seances in the homes of friends. Her powers as a medium for 
“ voice ” manifestations developed after some sittings with Mrs. 
Everitt, whose mediumship in connection with this phase of 
phenomena is well known. Mrs. Johnson shares the view now 
so frequently expressed that external psychic manifestations are 
tending in the direction of “voice’’ production—a form of 
evidence which is free from the drawhacks which attend most of 
the other objective phenomena.
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A COMPARISON AND A CONTRAST.

By L. V. H. Wit ley.

A certain Nonconformist weekly of wide circulation and 
influence has a column devoted to the “ solution ” of questions 
sent in by its readers. The solver of these problems is a D.D. 
and Professor. It is striking how, again and again, the question 
of the Hereafter comes up. A little while ago the Professor 
dealt with the suggestion that the dead lie unconscious from the 
moment of physical dissolution until the day of “ the general 
resurrection,” but recently the same question has been raised 
once more. The correspondent says that his grandfather, aged 
eijhty-four, is “unsettled and puzzled ” because a friend has sug* 
jested to the old man that when he dies lhe will not go straight 
into the presence of God but sleep until “the judgment day.” Now, 
bow does the Professor deal with the problem ? One is tempted 
to say, Just as one would expect of a theologian and theorist. 
Instead of giving a plain “ Yea ” or “ Nay,” he replies : “ I am 
by no means prepared to accept the theory, yet I see much that 
may commend it." And so he proceeds to occupy the whole of 
a long column with the sett ing forth of a doctrine, and reasons 
therefor, in which he admittedly has no personal belief! He 
quotes some obscure authority who holds M that the spirit is in a 
ot? of total insensibility from the instant of death until the 
instant of the general resurrection. The interval between death 
and judgment is in this way annihilated for them.” At the last 
the Professor admits that “ all this is mere surmise,” and he 
ends with the non-committal and unsatisfying conclusion, “ If 
we be wise and truly believing, we shall refrain from curious 
speculation, and be content to leave the future with God.”

The net result is that this man of light and leading sets forth 
arguments for a theory in which he admits he has no belief, and 
then winds up by betraying his own insufficiency and incom
petence to deal effectively with the problem.

Let us turn now from theory to fact, from unreality to 
experience. The Baptists (particularly some of them) are as 
much antagonistic to Spiritualism as any other body of orthodox 
Christians, yet what happened at their Spring Assembly just 
held ? During tbe year one of the most capable and promising 
of their younger leaders, Dr. Newton Marshall, had passed on, 
ind various references were made to the loss the denomination 
had sustained. Perhaps the most striking incident was in a 
speech by Dr. John Clifford. Here is one description of it: 
"Very tender, and emphasised by tears, was Dr. Clifford’s 
reference to * My boy, Newton Marshall, who has fallen in the 
fight, absent from us to-day—not here, yet who knows, he may 
be here? ’ In the solemn hush that fell upon the Assembly, 
the spirit of Newton Marshall seemed to hover over the pulpit 
and beckon all the younger ministers to the heights of strenuous 
service.’

At the same session, which was crowded and overcrowded 
with delegates from all over the country, another reference was 
made by Mr. T. J. Hughes to the leader who had pissed on : 
“Is not Newton Marshall—that great, strong soul—with us 
this morning ? ” There was quite a dramatic moment, indeed, 
in whicht as usual, it was a woman who said the right thing at 
the right moment It is described thus : “ * Newton Marshall, 
is be not here I * cried Mr. Hughes in an intense moment at the 
great Tuesday morning meeting. * Yes,’ a woman’s voice cried 
aloud. 'Yes,’ and a wave of conviction seemed to sweep the 
place.’ The same writer, referring to the great gathering at 
the Albert Hall the previous evening, said : “ William Carey, 
Christmas Evans, John Foster, William Brock, Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon, are they not here to share the joy and cheer on the 
Farmers i Some would even dare to say so.

In the same line was the tribute of Dr. Clifford (himself 
now getting frail with the weight of years of strenuous labour) 
to womanhood. * Woman,” he said, “ is a perpetual astonish
ment to me. My mother was. I do not feel that I understand 
her fully yet. Her lovely ways, her beauty of soul, still cast 
their spell over me."

We who stand for the great truths of spirit communion and 
ministry may well take our courage in both hands ; for what

ever dry-as-dust theologians may put forward in the way of 
theory, the human heart at times of stress and strain and sorrow 
must and will turn to the Unseen and to those dwelling therein 
for help and comfort and stay.

The comparison I have made is between the man of theology 
and the man of intense human feeling; tbe contrast is between 
theory (and that not believed in), and faith wedded to ex
perience, and in such a conflict the battle is won ere ever the 
forces are joined, for when faith is linked to experience, and 
experience added to faith, the spirit and the spiritual come 
into their own.

MISS LILIAN WHITING ON EFFICIENT LIVING.

Whether Miss Lilian Whiting’s reflections in the May number 
of “ The Nautilus ” have any relation to the subjects for winch 
Light specially stands may be questioned, but they certainly have 
a very definite and helpful relation to life under present-day con
ditions, and we venture, therefore, to give some of her philo
sophy. Quoting Emerson’s exhortation, “Write on your hearts 
that each day is the best day in the year,” she says :—

To command at will a high state of mental energy is virtually 
to command the entire outlook on life. The condition of being 
“ too busy,” “ too hurried,” to attend to a specific thing at the 
right moment is almost a mental epidemic. At the last analysis 
it reduces itself to an absurdity. “Too busy?” For what? 
Really “ too busy ” to do anything. We all catch this craze now 
and then, and when we find ourselves becoming thus entangled 
it is time to pause and unravel the threads. Not infrequently 
the direct path to higher efficiency is, for the time being, to let 
go all we are so inefficiently attempting to grasp. . . Straighten 
everything out, one’s self included. For when life degenerates 
to the point that nobody has time for anything, it is really too 
irrational. Have we any directive power or have we not ? Are 
we merely drifting at the mercy of any chance current ?

The initial start out of the melee is to put everything in 
order, but here Miss Whiting makes it evident that she is think
ing of her sisters in particular, for she proceeds to give a piece of 
advice, unfortunately impracticable to the male sex, viz., to go 
and make a pretty toilette."

Get into your favourite colour, for colour has magic power, 
and you are at once conscious of newness of life. It is no more 
irreverent to seek renewal of spirit by these means than 
it is by fasting and prayer. It is the end, not the means, that 
is of importance. . . Perhaps you will do no more work that 
day. But you have already done all. When, the next morning, 
you again enter on that particular task, whatever it is, it will 
achieve itself like magic. Things are always right, if we are right! 
Those days when the total depravity of inanimate things asserted 
itself are chaos out of which creation springs. Do not let them 
depress you. . • Always make friends with conditions. So 
shall they be surely and swiftly overcome. The dangerous 
stage of this is reached when one begins to feel that nothing is 
of any consequence. This is a mood to be vigorously taken in 
hand. Everything is of consequence. Each hour is luminous 
with golden possibilities. Specific work, however essential, is 
not all there is of life. More important than any outer achieve
ment is one’s own mental, one’s own spiritual state. Bringing 
that into harmony, all else takes care of itself. . .

If we have fallen upon an age that requires more of 
us in the way of achievement, we must discover the means of 
generating greater energy. “’Tis life of which our nerves are 
scant.” And how shall we generate this greater energy ? By 
living in the spirit—and the life of the spirit is order, loveliness, 
joy, peace, sweetness, serenity. These are our sources of power 
_power by drawing upon which we may learn to constantly 
make each day our best day of the year.

“LIGHT” “TRIAL” SUBSCRIPTION.

As an inducement to new and casual readers to become 
subscribers, we will supply Light for thirteen weeks, post free, 
for 2s., as a “ trial ” subscription, feeling assured that at the 
termination of that period they will find that they “ cannot do 
without it,” and will then subscribe at the usual rates. May we 
at the same time suggest to those of our regular readers who 
have friends to whom they would like to introduce the paper, 
that they should avail themselves of this offer, and forward to 
us the names and addresses of such friends, upon receipt of 
which, together with the requisite postal order, we shall be 
pleased to send Light to them by post as stated above ?
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“TRANCE CHEATING” AND SIMULATED 
MANIFESTATIONS.

Some Examples and Conclusions.

By W. H. Evans.

Sweeping assertions, which cannot be supported by facts, are 
sometimes made by Spiritualists concerning mediums—for 
instance, that they are people of little or no will-power, in
fluenced by every suggestion within their surroundings. This 
is not true, mediums generally exhibiting a strength of will 
equal to that of non-mediums. And it is uncharitable of those 
who are not mediumistic, and who consequently depend upon 
mediums for their proof of a future life, io insinuate that 
sensitives are either weak-willed or worse.

It has often been sated that no medium has escaped the 
charge of being deceptive on occasions. Bur making a charge 
is owe thing, sustaining it quite another. Even if it were true 
that every medium did at times stoop to such practices, there 
would be a reason for it. For every effect there must be a cause. 
That a perww who ww—Uy is perfectly honest, truthful, and 
reliable ohon^d. under certain psychological conditions, commit 
an act which in his normal sate would call out his antipathy 
and condemnation would be in itself a remarkable phenomenon. 
To say that the medium was not responsible would not explain 
it; it would only be shifting the ground.

In short, it is nrcrrmry to assign a cause in all such cases. 
We desire to know that cause. On the other hand, is every
thin that is dmominatrd fraud really fraudulent I May not 
that which is called a fraud be due simply to the sitters not 
dearly seeing what the controlling entities wish to convey I Is 
it not pofraW that one kind of phenomenon is taken fur 
■Bother, so that when the mistake is discovered the medium is 
accused of bad intentions ri which he is entirely innocent, and 
made the scapegoat of an error of judgment cm the pan of the 
sitter ! Let me fHastrate what I mean.

At a seance for physical phenomena. which is hel 3 in dark
ness. the medium is securely fastened to his chair A flashlight 
torch, kept by one ri the suers, is used when the controls call 
for is. Presently a light is seen nwidr the cabinet Nearly 
tieryone exclaims, B There is a spin; light 1' This supposed spirit 
light keeps [honing intermittently, until at length one of the 
sixers, more keen than the rest, asks the sitter who has charge 
of the flash - torch whether it is still in his pomericm. The 
lamer, on puxizg his hands in his pocket, discovers that the 
torch is no longer there. It then Tran^ares that the spirit 
operators had taken the flashlight oat of the suss pocket and 
were flashing it the rahsaft I am speaking from experi
ence. The thizg artually happened.

Now, here was a genuine phenomenon which might have led 
to the medium being accused of fraud Had the flashlight 
been found inside the rnbinrt after the aide, what awlnina 
would the supers hare drawn ■ Would they not have been sus- 
porious rt the least :

I remember on another occarion w<ti»g in a circle in a 
nther dim light, when presently a supposed materialised 
hand was torus oat between toe curtains. Ax once asany ex- 
daianed at the wonder and accepted it as a genuine amtaemh- 
sataon. let it was patent to a few of ne that it was the medium's 
own land with a ran akerchirf hanging from the wrist When 
told of it the aa linn professed to be quite unomfleiouB of the 
cheat, and as really graaim phenomeaa had been given throng 
him I am di^nsed tothink he was speaking the truth.

nar-rtwriw but what are we to wwdrrwraad by “trance 
cheating351 Who cheats I Is the trance aometimes self-induced 
orisitprodwcedby control I The seiring of a tambourine with the 
toedt and throwing it into the air is an instance of how easy it 
is to misak* one thing for another And where theae things 
iappem it is wise to try and note all the canditaons that tend in 
the d»w<ww of what is called fraud. The pv^oiogial stream 
of power takes wixh it all torts of demean^ and in a rirde com
posed cf people it is impossible to pet a uniform

either of iHtelljgence or murals All may pan 

but we cannot know each other's secret thoughts. The median 
is the target which receives these many thoughts. The aca- 
position of the circle draws elements like to itself intellecCually 
and m orally. The result is a peculiar psychic a ma! gam, out of 
which you may get a glimpse of heaven or belt For this rearx 
I am disposed to think that tests as ordinarily imposed on physi
cal mediums are not so scientific as they appear. The impoeitim 
of test conditions is an assumption—and often a false one—Irai 
the medium is dishonest. However much this may be gloesd 
over by intellectual subtleties, it must be remembered that the 
thought underlying it cannot be hidden. It enters the cumsu, 
and as it is frequently the strongest thought of all—alihct^. 
discreetly tucked out of sight—it determines both the quality 
and tendency of the stream. It deflects it, in fact, from hones 
purptse. For this reason the medium needs protecUon. Sir 
William Crookes bears witnes to this important print, as he 
states that as he got to understand his medium, and learned to 
trust her more, the phenomena became richer, stronger and more 
abundant. The usual position of the average psychic researcher 
is entirely wrong.

But—and here is a problem that perplexes many—why do 
spirits phenomena f Take the foregring ease ri the
flashlight. No word was aid by the controlling eutitifs to 
indicate that it was not a ^>irii-light even thou^i 33 maay 
were enraptured with it. It was left to the wit of one shter So 

discover what it really was. It is difficult to underhand. Were 
the spirits really so anxious to show a spirit-light that, flndiag 
there was not Orient power, they were ready to stoop to such 
a subterfuge, thus exposing their medium to the prrribflity ri 
K-ing accused of trickery i The posability is not very ac- 
forting. We know there are all sorts of people in spirit lii^ 
but that they should stoop to such peactiees is not very reMsnr- 
ing. But, then, were the spirits actually chearing I We hare 
become 30 obaessed with the idea oi cheating and urikey 
these matters that we refuse to trust each nther It is
always who cheats—are cannot. Our coucstt e
ccdosaL But do we not sometimes deceive ouxselves! Is it 
not possible that spirits wartimes adminKer a sharp reiwiwrati 
and try to educate us in the art of diArriminatiflu ■ I ammdaed 
to think that in many cases it is so. A genuine pheBomaon m 
produced, but we misinterpret it through mal-obsuTinnu ri the 
fact. We are too eager to accept all that comes as being vfot 
it appear* on the surface. So long as it harm smses vith our 
desires and preconeqiCaons we accept the phewma wUhart 
questfon. The phenomenon of the torch bring eitrartrd mm 
the sitter s pocket and carried to the cabinet and Airbed then 
was not only as wonderful as a real spirit light, but was a 
splendid lesson to the flitters in the art ri discrimisaana, and 
it is certain that they would be very much more caiefal a 

future.
Another prim is, are the controls who have riiarge ri tot 

medium always aware of what is going on I Is it pmrible for 
the subermArioas enefgiefl of the atters to “ have a finger in the 
pie31 We do not know how the energy that is used for them 
phenomena is liberated or directed. The chemistry of it e 
too subtle for us as yeL Doubtless it TnmrtimM geta art ci 
band and plays p*-*- '** S^snodic mnvrmmTF on the part ri 
the medium may be due to this at times. The mediam amp 
even be deceived by a division in conaeiousieflE and s^fpase 
that he is when he is touching himself, as Mr. Yeats
pointe out. The medium is passive for the time day in the 
han is of the potter. Bet then the sixers are also day. Thai 
are agencies at work, active and eager to give demonsttatmm 
The line of least mi finer is frequently taken and the rrmki

Let us ask uemdvea whether it is reasonable to suppose that 
anyone whose moral character is strong will, even in trawr, ay 
to deceive f It does not seem rvnwrmeblf, be rinse it means there 

be profound changes in the medium’s moral nature 
changes ri such a character that they amount to a rerdrtmn ri 
the anoral sense. There is entire shwnrr of motive. The toot 
BMSUve of the medium is to give—or, to be more correct, provide— 
the oonditaans for genuine phenomena. Thai being su» any • 
ihing that looks ampaaous is not necemarily friwlakw On 
the sariare it lookaa cheat; underneath it is found to be genuine.
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I is muting this assumption because without it the whole life 
nd n>?nl nature appear to rest upon an insecure foundation, 
laiioduality becomes unstable and fleeting. The stream of 
anKaousnes becomes turbid and disorderly.

There remains one other possibility : that of the medium 
beiug influenced by an undeveloped spirit. This sometimes 
hgpens, but there is a great deal of humour hidden under- 
vd some of these apparently unreliable phenomena. I am 
nd to think sometimes that we enter upon our investigation 
rith meh an assumption of serious superiority that our friends 
rm the way poke fun at us. They are human, and there is a great 
taipcauon to fool the man who thinks he is wiser than any- 
bdy rise. And I fear we sometimes put on that air of wisdom, 
masking our human foibles for flashes of genius The result 
i&at our unseen friends sometimes “play up~ to ns. And 
kwever much our a»ow pr*-pr< may be wounded, it is distinctly 
sttiag—looked at in the right way—to picture our spirit 
x^naions having a hearty laugh at our expense

SIDELIGHTS.

Mr. H. Hamilton Fyfe’s article upon “ The Miracle Train,5 
published in the “Daily Mail' of the inst, describes 
several srientifie experiments which have such a ?>_
semblance to certain psychic phenomena that we cannot refrain 
quoting from the article. Says Mr. Fyfe: “ At one end of the 
warehouse floor which has been tuned into a workshop is a 
switchboard controlling current from a powerful accumu
lator. Fifteen yards away a small magnetic coil Candi 
on a pedestal wired to the arrumulaxoc. * Here,* says 
M- Baeheier, an alert Frenchman wirii rough, grey hair, 
a mystic's eyes, and an American accent, ‘here is a disc of 
metaL Please take it and try to pres it down upon the coiL* 
At the same time he signals to the young lady a: the •wireh- 
board, and she turns on a current of something over two hun
dred volts. The admiral who holds the disc tries to pies it 
down. He cannot. A force comes up from & cod which 
reprisit. This in viable force is as SUong ma jet of water would 
be, and, like a jet of water risrg f rxn a f-zmtrin, it is evi
dently cone-shaped, for the disc slips off it and hrenmev mure 
manageable when it is not held above the centre of the cofl.9

THE BALSAM.

A PaSAELE FEOM PLAST LlFE.

The key-note of the universe is life, life exuberant, insurgenu 
smiowing. Lei the traffic desert a busy road, and in a day or 
two the gms springs up —to the road-maker a mark of decadence, 
bat io the phnny»pher a sign of the eternal vitality of Nature. 
Era the balsam in my garden Sands, in its humble way, as a 
^ribol of that truth. I am sorry for the balsam, for needs 
wwt I root him out. But perhaps if I may only put on record 
sme of the fine perseverance and strenuous courage he has 
3j ttb, be will not have been s&eri need in rain.

In farmer seasons the garden I have now had been 
□epcced and allowed to run to rain, and on one bed, there by 
ms fence, deep down this balsam has his roots.

T- foe winter, when all of plant life dept, I dug the bed 
nd iimoved all I coull find of undesirable growth. But when 
foe go began to whisper of warm days, the buried balsam 
hand; aad when the spring had been hovering round no 1 :ng 

he poked up first one little red nose, then another, and 
Ar ywrirr Fas as I could root them out in one place they 
appeared in another.

The hydra, they say, had a hundred heads, but it was 
to the noses of my balsam. Yet if he should win in 

m my garden on that ride would be doomed, for he 
pern a Insty toll fellow ax or eight feet high. and woefully 
mtoiasat of any bedfrilows.

Bai just picture the astounding energy and pertinarity of 
toa: one lisle buried root. It feels the altrocrion of the warm 
sms 3y= sad, striving for expressi: n. the pairing life within it 
52b *h>x aher to the surf ace. It ceases not, nor fakers, 
wr iioplr—, though disaster follows swift upon defeat Su 

m life remains its arms stoet^ upward in incesszn answer
“1 coeds, I come 2“ to the call of ita God, the sun.

It seems a pitiful thing to deny the righ: of so insisiem a 
oettaie to live, but since my balsam must die in order that 
fther iking* may exist, let me at least give him this m .numen: 
a priai. Then, for a last besrison bi me write that if only we 
m^t be as arrive and vigorous in our ouxstretchings to the God 
we wbwwbdge as was this little buried balsam towards the sun 
rf hi* d^re, then would the garden of this present world have 
mny hiaoma sweeter and more fragrant than at present it 
poessssK. H. Hm.

Td miDitma accept things as they are. The progresrive 
MKa change thf wlrrs and make the world and its ^sterns 
beaer-

Soxz day or other I shall sure! y eocae 
Where true beans wait f or me ;

Then kt me learn the language of rial homr 
While here on eanh I be. 

Lest my poor lipa for want of words be dumb 
In that High C«npax>y.

—Lonsx Cha5~lx3 Mocuos.

This it seems, is “ to make manifest the ‘law of
repolrion.' which has long been known and whfoh M. Baehdet 
makes no claim to have discovered, but whiA h the baas of ms 
invention. Next a disc of steel is laid upon the caiL The 
current being turned on, it is instantly magnKwd and leeomn 
immovable. ‘ No man alive could lift it o^: says M. Rachrirt.

admiral has a try. I try alsu firm as a rock Turn 
off the current.1 Now M. Baehdet takes it off and puts be
neath it a thin sheet of copper. Whirr-r-r goes the deetrio^, 
the steel rises at once aad stays in the air? Here, then, we 
have V^ry b^iies suspemded in the air by repulrian or ren
dered immovable by aHrarrinn, just as in the sfonee room we 
have the fevitaifon of the medium or the adherence of a table or 
chair to the floor. The paxalld is, indeed, a striking one.

The following ssitonse in a leader, entfiled “A Bundle of 
Rags,9 in the “Times" the other day, strikes ns as eariom aad 
rigni ucan: : “ And astrology, <mee an august aad potent mienee, 
is to-day not only the ^v*^**^ of a criminal rhargr ; it is the 
hobby of learned and imaginatire men like the late De. Bscaard 
GaxnetL*

We are glad to lean rias Mr. Wilfrid Batheriord (ma of 
oor old ccmtributor Mr. John R nhfrfnrd, of Roker-by the ^a\ 
has just been calfod to the Bax. Mx. Wilfrid B^erfard, as 
tome of ocr renders will know, ■ a journalist of name disrinerioa, 
having acted as correspondent to one of the leading daily papers 
at the rime of the Rnsso-JapiBese wax. He is also a recognised 
author with mmh experience in travel, gained prinripaDy in 
Fgyp: and the Holy Ls^- He holds the mneh-coveted award 
of the Boyal Humane Society for saving Efe.

Our ap^o^es are due to Sir Alfred Tuner for inadveriently 
conferring upon him in our las tsue a mililaiy ^hith 
he has never pjEaemed. He was Avt^inl Wilitaiy Secretsy to 
the Commander-in-Chief in Ireland in 188S-fl^ and not kimwZi 
Cammander-in-Ckief. Ooutributory negligrwr mutt be charpsd 
against the r^erence book we consnlted, which by an error in 

made the mrtake posable.

A GENERATION AGO.

(Fbgm “Light’ of Mat 24th, ISSA)

We all know ria* whatever rrnw from a soppaed «pi ritual 
source, as is can only be mrrualried rinsugh a human 
organism, ^miains two rVnmTc ibr ^nritual tzwuu which is 
the kaad or Efe ci the aeaaecr, nd the voids aai eiC7 ia 
which this is dothedb, the aediaa’sBiad. Ithiakvesieaff 
too apt to lose svbt of Ess, sad so; -ijs of the voids totend 
aad thepetans dtsva as if the, peofessed to »pi».ivs asaal or 
objective ieeta. Tbs applies to vha: s called direct vtitiat 
as veil as to tzaaoe-grakfes sot dtaviae of ^iritaal snses. 
Sose yens a,o Bana tbo GalVarfihbr, a resa of giux 
daRcal leataia, aad perfect iatesiilf, paHiAed a raise of 
Rzit vt itia,* aade, vhile the —v» sxa£=g span, oa 
peps laid oa the tooths ia St. Deai« Eac^ sad ianra~ 
saees vroce ia tins vay ihma[h the Bsrea's wdiivvip The 
vriaags all diSew froa ----- xher a liEJe, as lit ~p=Zzaz 
iatacaees raried, aad it voald hare heea ivpnaiWe to a^ that 
the aeediaa’s aiiad had say share ia prodaoa, them, if the 
foam of c®e Greek letter or the eoatnaioa of a vari kaon to 
he 1... to hiaasdf had ax ihi,n iL—Frees a lexer x 
a Theosophy'hy Mn. de Morpaa.
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DIRECT VOICE PHENOMENA.

G H T^1 [May 23, 1914.

SOCIETY WORK ON SUNDAY, MAY 17th, &c.

From Mr. Thomas Blyton, managing director of the 
Finchley Spiritualist Centre, we have received the following 
account of a recent visit paid by him to one of the circles held 
at Cambridge House, Wimbledon, as a guest of the medium, 
Mrs. Etta Wriedt

The circle, comprising fifteen ladies and gentlemen, was 
grouped in horseshoe form, with Mrs. Wriedt at the base, and 
the stance, which commenced at seven o’clock and lasted until 
half-past nine, was held in absolute darkness. All present 
joined in repeating the Lord’s Prayer, followed by the singing 
of the hymn, “Nearer, my God, to Thee.” The voice of W. T. 
Stead then greeted the circle, addressing those personally known 
to him, the tone and manner of his speech being quite life-like. 
Conversations ensued between the various sitters and a number 
of their spirit friends, and there was little, if any, difficulty in the 
recognition of the spirit voices. Two relatives of the writer’s wife 
unexpectedly addressed him ; the late Archdeacon Colley spoke 
clearly at some little length in relation to recent successes in 
“psychic photography” in connection with the * Crewe 
Circle,” showing a fairly intimate knowledge of events in that 
direction, and “John King’’ spoke with considerable vigour, and 
greeted those with whom he was more or less familiar in his 
customary hearty style. “ Dr. Sharp ” also spoke at considerable 
length, in a wonderfully clear and sustained manner, his remarks 
showing a well-defined individuality. By his direction the 
stance was brought to a close, the sitters being req'tested to stand 
and sing the Doxology.

This experience of the “ direct voice ” impressed me most 
convincingly, Mrs. Wriedt retaining consciousness throughout 
the stance and helping in the recognition of such of the voices 
as were weak and faint in articulation by repeating what was 
said. It struck me as remarkable with what facility and 
naturalness of expression the communicating spirit people spoke, 
and the ease and pleasure with which the vocal intercourse was 
carried on. The phase of psychic faculty exercised by Mra. 
Wriedt is undoubtedly of a unique type and one which should, 
when possible, be cultivated by other mediums.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

The Editor is not responsible for the opinions expressed by correspon- 
denti, and sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for 
the purpose of pretenting views which may elicit discussion. 
In every cate the letter mutt be accompanied by the writer's 
name and address, not necessarily for publication, but as a 
guarantee of good faith.

Thought and Will.
Sir,—Both thought and will are potent factors. While all 

thought exists to overthrow the evidence of perception, the 
reason (intellect) is not ours as individuals ; it has its own laws. 
The will differs ; it is ours and has its necessity, laws, and life 
independent of us. We think according to the laws of thought, 
we will according to laws of action, thus unifying. Our will is 
perfected in God’s, a natural process, submission without effort.— 
Yours, &c.,

E. P. Prentice.

Joanne D’Arc : Her Visions and Voices.
Sir,—I have, doubtless in common with many other readers, 

followed with interest this discussion, although I could wish 
that some of the side issues had been left out. It was, one 
would think, quite possible to consider tho subject of the Maid 
of Orleans entirely from the standpoint of its psychical and 
spiritual meanings. No doubt the interaction of these with 
religious, political and historical questions led to contradictions 
and anomalies. But so it always does. Ono has only to see how 
tho life of Jesus Christ, considered in relation to its religious and 
political influences, is treated by secularist writers, in order to 
understand that point. Mr. Witley is well advised in appealing 
to the pragmatic aspect. The test of truth is not how it looks, 
but how it works.—Yours, &c.,

D. Hamilton, 
May 18th, 1014.

[This correspondence is now closed.—Ed.)

Prospective Notices, not exceeding twenty-four words, may be added 
to reports if accompanied by stamps to the value of sixpence.

Marylebone Spiritualist Association.—The Arts Centre,. 
93, Mortimer-street, Langham-place, W.—Mr. Percy R. Street, 
under control, delivered a moat interesting address on “ Tho 
Whips of God.’’ Mr. Leigh Hunt presided. 11th, Mrs. Mary 
Gordon gave successful clairvoyant descriptions. Mr. W. T. 
Cooper presided. Sunday next, see advt. on front page.—D.N, 

London Spiritual Mission : 13d, Pembridge Place, Bays- 
water, W.—Inspirational addresses: Morning, by Mr. E. W. Beard 
on “ Our Difficulties in Spirit Life ” ; evening, by Mr. E. H. Peck
ham on “ Facts and Fallacies about Heaven and Hell ” ; solo by 
Miss Pickles. For next week’s services see front page.

Shepherd’s Bush.—73,Becklow-road.—Mrs. Webster gave 
good address and descriptions. Sunday next, 11 a.m,, circle; 
7 p.m., Mr. Symons. Thursday at 8, Mra. Harrad.—M. 8.

Wimbledon.—St. George’s House, Alwyne-road.—Mies 
V. Burton, trance address. Sunday next, at 7, Mr, Robert 
King, address, “The Other Side of Death,” and answers to 
questions.

Chatham.—553, Canterbury-street, Gillingham.—Mr. 
G. F. Tilby gave an instructive address on “ The A B 0 of 
Spiritualism.” Sunday next, Mrs. A. Jamrach, address and 
clairvoyance.—E. C. S.

Croydon.—Gymnasium Hall, High-street.—Address by 
Mr. H. Carpenter. Sunday next, Mrs. Mary Davies, address 
and clairvoyance. Thursday, meeting at 8 ; members’ circle 
afterwards.—L. P. G.

Camberwell New-road.—Surrey Masonic Hall.— 
Mr. W. E. Long : Morning, “ Spirit Teachings ” and answers to 
questions; evening, address by “Douglas.” Sunday next, Mr, 
W. E. Long: 11 a.m., circle, personal messages; 0.30 p.m., 
trance address, “ Dangers of Mediumship.”

Brixton. — 143a, Stockwell Park-road, S.W. — Mr. 
J. C. Thompson delivered an interesting address on “Spiritualism, 
the Need of the Age.” Sunday next, Mr. Parker, address, and 
Mrs. Parker, clairvoyance ; 3 p.m., Lyceum. Circles : Monday, 
7.30, ladies’; Tuesday, 8 15, members’; Thursday, 8, public.

Clapham, — Howard - street, Wandsworth ■ road. — 
Mrs. Mary Clempson spoke on “The Seen and the Unseen” 
and gave descriptions. Sunday next, 11.15 a.m., public circle; 
7 p.m., Mrs. Mary Gordon, address and clairvoyance. Thurs
day, at 8, service. 31st, Mrs. Keightley.—F. K.

Brighton.—Manohester-strbet (opposite Aquarium).— 
Mrs. Mary Gordon gave addresses and descriptions. Sunday 
next, 11.15 and 7, Mrs. M. H. Wallis, addresses, answers to 
questions and clairvoyance. Tuesday at 3, interviews; at 8, 
also Wednesday, at 3 p.m., circles.

Brighton. — Windsor Hall, Windsor-strbbt, North
strbet.—Mrs. Alice Jamrach gave addresses, descriptions and 
messages. Sunday next, at 11.15 and 7, Mr. G. Prior. Tues
days, at 8, Wednesdays, at 3, Mrs. G. 0. Curry, clairvoyante. 
Thursdays, at 8.15, public circle.—A. C.

Peckham.—Lausanne Hall, Lausanne-road.—Morning, 
good open circle ; evening, address and descriptions by Mrs. 
Podmore. Sunday next, 11.30, Mrs. M. E. Orlowski; 7 p.m., 
Mr. G. Tayler Gwinn. 28th, Mrs. Orlowski. 31st, Mr. Harry 
Stockwell. June Oth, 7th, and 8th, Mrs. Butterworth.—0. J. W.

Bristol.—Spiritual Temple Church, 26, Stokes Oroit.— 
Mr. and Mrs. Baxter gave addresses on “ Is tho Book of Genesis 
Symbolical ? ” and “ Tho Alpha and Omega,” also well-recog
nised descriptions and messages. Sunday next, at 11 and 6.30, 
and Wednesday, at 3 and 7.30, public services. Monday and 
Friday, at 8, public circles. Monday, at G, healing, free.

Goodmayes Avenue (almost opposite Goodmayes Station).— 
Address by Mr. G. R. Symons on “ Fellowship.” 12th, Mr. 
Tayler Gwinn spoke on “ Compensation ” and answered ques
tions. Sunday next, 3 p.m., study class; 7 p.m., Mr. L. I. 
Gilbertson on “ Do the Dead Return 1 What say the Scriptures?” 
Tuesday at 8 p.m., Mr. H. Wake.—H. W.

Stratford. — Idmiston - road, Forest-lane. — Morning, 
discussion ; evening, Mr. Hayward spoke on “ The Need of Church 
Workers,’’ and Mrs. Hayward gave descriptions. 14th, Mr. 
J. Wrench, address and clairvoyance. Sunday next, 11.45 a.m., 
Fellowship ; 7 p.m., Mr. Karl Reynolds. Thursday, at 8 p.m., 
Mrs. Greenwood, address and clairvoyance. 31st, Mrs. E. 
Neville.

Haoknby.—-240a, Amhurht-road, N.E.—Morning, Mr. 
Dougall conducted tho mooting ; ovoning, Mr. R. Boddington 
gave an eloquent address on “Spiritism versus Spiritualism,” 
and answered questions. Sunday next, 11 a.m., Mrs. Brookman ; 
7 p.m., Mr. Otto Kottnitz. Monday, 8 p.m., Mrs. Sutton. 
Tuesday, 7.15, healing. Thursday, 7.45, members. 27th, 7.45. 
Miss Florence Morse, clairvoyance.—N. R-
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Kingston-on-Thames.—Assembly Rooms, Hampton Wick. I 

—Mr. King gave an interesting address. Sunday next, Mrs. I 
Keightley, address and clairvoyance.—S.

Holloway. — Grovedale Hall, Grovedale-road. — I 
Mra. Harvey, of Southampton, gave addresses on * The Gospel 
of Spiritualism ” and “ Life Here and Hereafter ” and convincing 
descriptions. 13th, address and descriptions by Mrs. S. Podmore. 
Sunday next, 11.15 and 7, Mrs. M. Crowder, of Sheffield. Wed
nesday, Mrs. 8. Fielder. 31st, Mr. A. Punter. Every Sunday, 
3 o’clock, Lyceum school.—J. F.

Woolwich and Plumbtead.—Afternoon, Lyceum ; evening, 
Mr. H. Wright, address on “ Brotherhood, and good descrip
tions. Large after-circle, conducted by Mrs. Peeling. 13th, at 
fl, Miss Violet Burton, address on “ The Opening of the Soul.” 
Sunday next, circles at 11.15 and 8.30 ; at 3, Lyceum ; at 7, 
Mrs. J. Harr ad, address and psychometry. 27 th, Mrs. Neville, 
address and clairvoyance.—A. E. B.

Whitley Bay.—Able address by Mr. Thomas Galley on 
“Emancipation,” followed by descriptions.—0. C.

Exeter.—Marlborough Hall.—Addresses by Mr. Elvin 
Frankish and Mrs. Letheren ; descriptions by Mrs. Letheren.

Tottenham.—684, High Road.—In the absence of Mr. 
I). J. Davis, Mr. and Mrs. Lund kindly conducted the service.

Nottingham. — Mechanics’ Lecture Hall. — Addresses 
and descriptions by Mrs. R. Darby.—H. E.

Portsmouth.—54, Commercial-road.—Mrs. Mitchell gave 
addresses, both morning and evening.—J. W. M.

Birmingham.—30, John-btreet, Villa Crobb, Handb- 
worth.—Addresses and descriptions by Mrs. Gilbert (Man
chester). 14th, circle, conducted by Mrs. Martin.—J. H, R.

Stonehouse, Plymouth.—Unity Hall, Edgcumbe-btreet.
—Address by Mr. Rooke on “ God Called Samuel.” Solo by 
Miss Wilson. Descriptions by Mrs. Short.—G. H. K.

Battersea.—Henley Hall,Henley-btrbet.—Good inspira
tional address by Mr. W. Underwood on “ Consider the Lilies,” 
and clairvoyant descriptions.—S. W.

Bournemouth.—Wilberforce Hall, Holdenhurbt-road. 
—Addresses and descriptions by Mr. F. T. Blake. 14th, ad
dress and descriptions by Mr. H. Mundy.

Fulham. — 12, Lettioe-btreet, Munster-road. — Miss 
Cann addressed the “ Liberty Group ” ; evening, Mrs. Maunders 
spoke on “ Prayer ” ; descriptions by Mrs. Graddon Kent—H. C.

Btratyord, E.—Workmen’s Hall, Romford-road.—In
teresting address by Mr. A. Trinder on “ Death—an Orderly 
Step in Life.” Mrs. E. Bryceson presided.—W. H. S.

Southend.—Crowbtonb Gymnasium, Northview Drive, 
Webtcliff.—Address by Mrs. Mary Davies on “The Soul,” 
followed by descriptions and messages. Large after-circle.

Bristol. — Thomas - street Hall, Stokes Croft.— 
Inspirational address by Mr. Bottomley ; usual meetings. 11 th, 
meetings for phenomena, conducted by Mr. Harvey.—W. G.

Paignton.—Masonic Hall.—Interesting address by Mr. 
Marshall on “The Appeals of Spiritualism.” Mr. H. P. 
Rabbich preaided.—W. 0.

Plymouth. — Oddfellows’ Hall, Morley-btreet.—Ad
dress by Mr. Prince; descriptions by Mrs. Summers. 13tb, 
short address by Mr. Townend, followed by descriptions and 
psychometrical readings. 15tb, members’ circle.—A. W. C.

Birmingham.—Dr. Johnbon’b-pabbage, Bull-street. — 
Mrs. Gilbert conducted both services, and gave descriptions. 
Lyceum still progressing. 18th, tea, circle, and public meeting, 
addresses and descriptions by Mrs. Gilbert.—T. A.

Manor Park, E.—Third-avenue, Church-road.—1 Sth, Mrs. 
Qraddon Kent spoke on “ Tho Reality of the Unseen ” and gave 
psychometric readings. On the 11th she addressed the ladies’ 
meeting and gave descriptions, 14th, Lyceum conference.

Portsmouth Temple.—Viotoria-road South.—Mr. Frank 
Pearce spoke on “Divinity” ; descriptions by Mrs. V. Croxford. 
13tb, descriptions by Miss Fletcher, Mrs. V. Croxford and Mrs. 
McFarlane.—J. McF.

Manor Park.—Corner of Shrewsbury and Strone- 
roads.—Morning, Mr. G. F. Tilby conducted a healing service ; 
afternoon, progressive Lyceum ; evening, address by Mr. 
Christopher Adamson, “ Faith and Suffering.’’ Anthem by the 
choir.—A L. M.

Southend.—Seance Hall, Broadway.—Mrs. Neville spoke 
in the morning on “ Healing,” and in tho evening on “ Medium
ship,” and gave good descriptions. Mr. Rundle asked at both 
services that healing thoughts might be concentrated on two 
absent patients.—0. B.

Exeter.—Druids' Hall, Market-street.—Morning, Mr. 
Millman spoke on “ Lead us not into Temptation.’’ Evening, 
address by Mr. 0. Tarr on “ Human Survival and its Influence 
on our Conception of Evolution ” ; descriptions by Mrs. M. A 
Grainger. 12th, lecture by Mr. A. Wilkinson on “The Signifi
cance of the Human Aura,” followed by answers to questions and 
Qlairvoyanoe.—0. T.

Southport.—Hawkshead Hall.—Addresses by Mr. Robert 
Davies on “ Spiritual Unfoldment ” and “ The Great Beyond ” ; 
descriptions by Mesdames Scholes and Wood and Mr. Davies. 
We have suffered a great loss by the transition of our treasurer 
and co-worker, Mrs. Watson.—E. B.

Southampton Spiritualist Church, Cavendish Grove.— 
Mr. 0. J. Stockwell, of Chatham, spoke on “ Is Spiritualism a 
Necessity?” and “Where do we Find God in Spiritualism?” 
14th, Mr. Lloyd spoke on “The Myths of Orthodoxy”; clair
voyants, Mrs. Lloyd.

REMINISCENCES: 
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