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(Rear of Gt. Portland St., between Oxford Circus and
Portland Rd. Station.)
once to Mr. F. W. South, 110, St. Martln’s-lane,
London, W.C. Their kind attention to this matter | Sunday, Jan, 18th, commences at 11.15 a.m. and Service at 7 prompt.
Inspirational
Address
by MRS. FAIRCLOUGH SMITH on
will save much trouble and expense In sending
‘ Inspiration?
out accounts, booking, postage, io.
Every Wednesday, at 8 p.m.. Lectures or Helpful Readings by
Mbs. Faibolough Smith.
Silver colhction at all meetings to defray expenses.

The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd.,
Hold SUNDAY EVENING MEETINGS at

THE ABTS CENTRE, 98, Mortimer St., Langham Place, W. I
(close to Oxford Circus). Largo Hall on Ground Floor.
BUNDAY EVENING NEXT, at Seven o’clock,
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Trance Address, ‘ The Angel of Death/
Sunday evening next, at 7 / ......... MR. P. E. BEARD.
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Commenting on our remarks in ‘ Items of Interest ’
(No. 1,721, p. 11) concerning the letter in the ‘Daily
Chronicle’ in whioh the lady writer remarked, ‘We are
taught in Theosophy to have nothing to do with the
phenomena of Spiritualism,’ a correspondent writes :—
I cannot agree with you in drawing from this letter any
indication of the general standpoint of Theosophy towards
Spiritualism. The writer of the letter in question wsis obviously
anxious to be on tho safe side by throwing in her lot with Mr.
Raupert and the 1 Psychical Expert * (whoever he may be),
although I imagine that tho first named gentleman would not bo
won over to Theosophical tenets by any such truckling. We aro
all pretty familiar with this kind of tactics. I recall the case of
a lady speaker who claimed psychical gifts and established her
claim to them very sat isfactorily, but she was always on the side
of the opponents of Spiritualism. These attempts to ‘ hold with
the hare and hunt with the hounds' aro more numerous than
edifying, but they are questions of an individual rather than a
societary point of view. And I do not think that Theosophy
generally stands committed by the ‘Chronicle* correspondent
from whom you quote. You must yourself know persons who
belong both to Spiritualism and Theosophy, working for both
impartially.

Certainly, we do know such persons, but it is none the
less a fact that there are others—like the ‘ Chronicle ’
correspondent—who take up a decidedly supercilious
attitude towards us in tho name of their Society. While
we deplore this unfraternal tone, we cannot always ignore
it, especially when we know tho service which the
phenomenal evidence has rendered to the faith of those who
affect to despise it.
Wo are indebted to a friendly reader who calls our
attention to a correspondence between Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle and Captain Stansbury, RN., published in the
'RP.A. Annual' for 1914. It arose out of the study by
Sir A C. Doyle of Captain Stansbury’s work, ’ In Quest of
Truth.' The 'correspondence is too long to reproduce even
in epitome here, but we select the vital points—Sir A. C.
Doyle’s plea is for a soul in man aud for tho existence of
intelligent direction in tho Universe. He writes :—
I do not see how anyone can read such a book as Myers’
' Human Personality"—a reasoned book from a man whom I
know to havo been a most careful aud critical observer—without
being convinced that, there are powers aud peculiarities in the
soul or spirit which prevent it from being in the ordinary sense
an emanation from matter—a secretion of brain as bile is a
secretion of liver, to use tho simile which some materialist
employs.

(It was
however, not soul or spirit, which was
claimed to be a accretion of the brain.)
Again to quote from Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s letter:—
Telepathy would have been unthinkable some years ago to
SU ordinary teasoner. Now many of us have to admit that it

[a Newspaper.] Price Twopence.

exists. So an independent soul or spirit may seem unthinkable
and yet exist. You quote the influence of drugs, &c, on this
spirit as a proof of its material nature. They may be merely on
the mechanism through which tho spirit acts.

Proceeding to develop this point, Sir Arthur remarks
(a fact of whioh we were aware) that he has studied Spirit
ualism for many years, and ho adds :—
It is hard to put aside the experience of trained observers
like Crookes, Russel Wallace, &c, aud say that it was all a
delusion. I believe there was objective truth in their
observations.

In his answering letters Captain Stansbury expresses
his disagreement, the central point of difference being on
the question of design in the Universe or its governance by
a controlling Mind—tho subject of human survival being,
of course, a side-issue, although an important element in
the problem, as Sir A. C. Doyle rightly sees. Captain
Stansbury admits that he is inclined to believe in telepathy
from the evidence, but he ‘ cannot see that it warrants
belief in the dual existence of soul and body.’ If by this
Captain Stansbury means that the body is the man, then
his difficulty is quite intelligible. Obviously there cannot
be two men. Force has always to express itself through
the medium of form, but our experience has shown us that
in the case of tho human being, that force persists after the
death of the body, using for its instrument a more refined
grade of substance; St, Paul called it the ‘spiritual body.’
Science, when it has certified itself of the existence of this
body, will doubtless employ some term savouring less of the
theology it despises. But neither Science nor Theology
will ever make the acquaintance of force (or spirit) except
as expressed through some grade of substance. And in
that respect we are quite as materialistic’ as the most
hardened Rationalist.
We do not feel inclined to go into the controversy as it
affects the question of intelligence and design in the
Universe. We have dealt with the subject many times in
an imperfect fashion in these columns, but although we are
a long way from finality on that matter a realisation of the
survival of mau has given us many new lights on the
problem. It takes, indeed, quite a new aspect when we
have discerned the existence of a Power that is equal to
carrying on the life of mau beyond the gates of death. We
should require a great deal of convincing on the subject of
the existence of intelligent design in Nature if we could
suppose that after labouring millions of years to produce
a self-conscious being the Power at work was compelled
ignominiously to drop its creature into the void after it was
able to invent and discover aud ask questions. However,
as we have found, the men and women we knew come
back (if they ever went away) and give us evidence enough
that they still live aud carry on the business of existence
in another realm of life. And while they cannot solve all
the problems for us, they do manage to dear up a very
important one—the continuity of human consciousness in
tho natural (not the supernatural) order of things.
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In ‘Muslim India’ for December the conversion to
Mohammedanism of Lord Headley is naturally made a
prominent feature in the contents of the magazine. Lord
Headley, it has been stated, does not propose in consequence
of his public confession of faith in the religion of Islam to
sever his connection with the English Church, but there has
been naturally a considerable outcry over his supposed
abandonment of the religious creed in which he was reared.
To us the chief significance of the episode is the recognition,
obviously an increasing one, of the underlying unity of all
religious faiths. It is an indication not of the waning of
religion but of its increasing power, and we say this without
in any way receding from our position that from Jesus of
Nazareth the world received the purest and noblest
expression of that truth which hereafter is to bind all men
in fellowship. The discovery of identical principles at the
back of every religious faith should help on this great
union. The barriers of creed are artificial. The Spirit of
Religion unites all souls.

We had scarcely finished the foregoing Note when we
lighted on an article in ' Current Opinion ’ for December
on the subject of Christianity and Mohammedanism, which
states that Moslem missionaries have been so active of late
that' the divided Christian army is drawing closer together.’
Bloody feuds between Protestant and Roman Catholic
converts in China have ceased, for there is a closer harmony
between the two branches of Christianity in face of the
‘common enemy.’ Well, that is all to the good, and
points in the opinion of one writer on the subject to the
eventual Cbristianisation of the world, for Christianity
when united is, he believes, practically irresistible. So we
can well believe, when we remember that during the last
century the Christian faith increased twice as rapidly as the
population of the world. When at last the essential
teachings of Jesus are understood and practised religions
will cease and Religion will begin. In the meantime, how
ever, the Church dissensions in East Africa arising out of
the Kikuyu conference show that there are still some
obstacles even to Christian unity.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE.
A meeting of the Membersand Associates of the Alliance will
be held in the Salon or the Royal Society or British
Artibtb, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall East, S.W. (near the National
Gallery), on

THURSDAY EVENING NEXT, JANUARY 22nd,

When AN ADDRESS

will

bb given

by

MISS EDITH WARD
ON

‘PARACELSUS—A PIONEER OCCULTIST.’
The doors will be opened at 7 o’clock, and the meeting will
commence punctually at 7.30.

Admission by ticket only. Two tickets are sent to each
Member, and one to each Associate. Ocher friends desiring
to attend can obtain tickets by applying to Mr. F. W. South,
110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.O.,' accompanying the application by
a remittance of la for each ticket.

Meetings will also be held on the following Thursday
evenings
Feb. 6—Mr. George L. Ranking, B.A (Cantab.), M.R.O.S.,
L.R.O.P. (bond.), on 1 Practical Issues of Spiritualism.’
Feb. 19—Mr. Percy R. Street on ‘Colour Therapy, its Practical
Application.’
March 6—Social Meeting at the Arts Centre, 93, Mortimerstreet, Langham-place, W,
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March 19—‘L. V. II. Witley’ on 'Jeanne d’Arc: Her Vision
and Voices.’
April 2—Mr. Ralph Shirley (editor of 'The Occult Review')
on ' The Time of Day, Retrospect and Prospect.’
April 23—Mr. W. B. Yeats on 1 Ghosts and Dreams.’
May 7—Mr. Reginald B. Span on ' My Psychical Experiences.'

MEETINGS AT IIO, ST. MARTIN’S LANE. W.C.
Fob

the

Study of Psychical Phenomena.

Clairvoyance.—On Tuesday next, January 20th, Mu
Cannock will give clairvoyant descriptions at 3 p.m., anj
no one will be admitted after that hour. Fee, Is. each to Aid.
ciates ; Members free ; for friends introduced by them, 2s. each.
Psychic Class.—On Thursday next, January 22nd, an addni
will be given by Mrs. W. F. Smith on ‘ Personal Experience
and Clairvoyance.’
Friendly Intercourse. — Members and Associates in
invited to attend the rooms at 110, St. Martin’s-lane, on Friday
afternoons, from 3 to 4, and to introduce friends interesW
in Spiritualism, for informal conversation, the exchange d
experiences, and mutual helpfulness.
Talks with a Spirit Control.—On Friday next, Januaty
23rd, at 4 p.m., a spirit control will reply to question
from the audience relating to life here and on Ite
other side,’ mediumship, and the phenomena and philosophy cl
Spiritualism generally. Admission, Is.; Members and Associate]
free. Members have the privilege of introducing one friend to
this meeting without payment. Visitors should be prepaid
with written inquiries of general interest to submit to the control
Students and inquirers alike will find these meetings especially
useful in helping them to solve perplexing problems and to
realise the actuality of spirit personality.
Spirit Healing.—Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, Mt.
Percy R. Street, the healing medium, will attend at the room
of the London Spiritualist Alliance, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.Q,
between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m., for diagnosis by a spirit controlaci
magnetic healing. Application should be made to the Secretary,
LECTURES

BY

MR.

W.

J.

COLVILLE.

Mr. W. J. Colville will deliver a lecture at the Rooms d
the London Spiritualist Alliance, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, London
W.C., at 3 p.m., on Monday next, January 19th, on ‘ Astrology

Impartially Considered—Do the Planets Govern Us, or Do We
Create our own Conditions 1'
Another series of lectures by Mr. Colville at the Roomed
the Alliance has been arranged to suit the convenience of friends
who can only attend of an evening. Each lecture will com
mence at 7.30 p.m. The following are the dates and subjects
1914.
Wednesday, January 21—‘Psychic Laws Pertaining to Health,

Happiness and Prosperity.’
Monday, January 28—‘Ancient Symbols and Modern Intel;
pretations.’
Wednesday, January 28—‘Therapeutic Uses of Light and

Colour.’
Monday, February 2—' True Sensitiveness: How We Mey
Develop Psychic Faculties and Enjoy Full Mental Liberty.'
Each lecture is limited to one hour only, but questions may
be asked during the succeeding half hour.
Admission Is. each.
The Council ot the London Spiritualist Alliance and Mr.
W. J. Colville jointly invite Members of the Alliance to attend
these meetings free of charge.
New Birmingham Society.—Wo are pleased to learn from
Mr. Bertram P. Membery, of 347, Pershore-road, Solly Park
that, as the result of a meeting held on December 14th, a nW
society—tho Handsworth Spiritualist Church—of which he is
president, was started at tho beginning of this year, and now
has a financial memborship of seventy-five. Sunday servicer
are held at 11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m., and Lyceum at 3 p.m.;
Mondays, short service and clairvoyance ; Wednesdays, circle;
Saturdays, social meeting, all at 7.30 p.m.
Mr. Edmund
Spencer is tho resident speaker, and the society has been
fortunate in securing enthusiastic workers and mediums. Lui
Sunday an audience of about two hundred listened to an address
by Miss Bertha Cadman. Tho meeting-place is in Wrethamroad, Birmingham. Wo heartily congratulate our friends end
Wish them every success in their good work,
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SUCCESSFUL SEANCE WITH THE REV.
SUSANNA HARRIS.
Trumpet phenomena have recently attracted so much public
attention that it was with a considerable amount of curiosity I
set out one evening to attend one of the trumpet stances which
the Rev. Susanna Harris was then holding at Hunstanton
House, Endsleigh-gardens, N.W. Although the weather was very
unfavourable on this particular evening, there were about fifteen
persons present, ladies and gentlemen who, with one or two
exceptions, were strangers to each other. Most of them assisted
for the first time at one of these remarkable meetings.
At the appointed time Mrs. Harris entered quietly with her
secretary, who placed two trumpets in the centre of the room,
lira Harris meanwhile shook hands with every visitor to get
tn rapport, as she explained. Then she handed the two trumpets
round for inspection. This done she poured from an ordinary
water bottle, which stood on a side table, some water into a
tumbler, from which she let it run through the two trumpets.
After this she arranged the sitters in a circle. To myself
she assigned the place to her left, and throughout the
sitting, which lasted for over an hour, she grasped my right
hand firmly with her left. Her touch is particularly sym
pathetic and I would have noticed it at once if her hand had
been withdrawn, even for a moment.
Having spoken a few introductory words, Mrs. Harris begged
us to join hands for a little while, then to let them rest on our
knees, to remain passive, and to reply to a possible touch of the
trumpet by giving a friendly greeting to the spirits.
These preliminaries over, the real stance began. The
lights were turned off and we found ourselves in utter darkness.
At the request of Mrs. Harris we repeated seven times, ‘ Angels
of Light protect us,’ followed by the recital of the Lord’s Prayer,
and by the singing of’ Nearer, my God, to Thee.’ During the latter
one of the medium’s principal controls, ‘ Harmony,’ announced
her presence. The name of the other control was either not
mentioned or it escapes my memory. Personally I should
like to call him ‘The Chairman,’ as he seemed to preside in
thia capacity throughout the evening.
His powerful voice
could be heard whenever a slight misunderstanding occurred, or
when one of the sitters, perhaps through nervousness, was rather
alow in grasping the meaning of the spirit message. In this
task he was assiduously helped by ‘ Harmony,’ who would often
recall a particular incident in a spirit’s earth-life to establish
identity.
’Harmony,’as she is called in spirit-life, was formerly named
’Stella,’ and is Mrs. Harris's own little girl whom she lost
under exceedingly tragic circumstances. She has now attached
herself to her ‘ mamma ’ as guide and comforter. It was quite
refreshing and amusing to hear her childish voice when she in
troduced herself by asking if we would like to know how she
had looked when upon earth. She finished the description of
herself by plaintively exclaiming, ' I wasn’t pretty ; nobody
looked at me I ’ She must have evidently meant this as a joke,
for she seems to have been a pretty child (fair hair, blue eyes)
and would undoubtedly have attracted attention, if not by her
beauty, certainly by her frank, childlike, and perhaps, at times,
saucy ways.
Having finished her prattle, she suddenly called out,' Your
sister Inhere I ’ These words were addressed to a lady. At the
same moment we could distinctly hear the voice of the spirit
speaking through the trumpet. The lady recognised it, and a
short conversation took place between the two sisters.
Being in darkness, we could naturally not notice which sitter
was touched by tho trumpets, but they evidently floated about
from place to place. Spirit voices, some remarkably clear,
others somewhat muffled, were heard in rapid succession, and in
nearly every case recognised. Greetings of love, words of com
fort and hope passed between tho sitters and tho unseen visitors.
Presently I folt a slight touch on my left hand, and a spirit
announced himself by saying in German: ‘ I am here, I am
August.’ It took me a few seconds to remember him, but when
I had done so, and inquired how ho was, he replied clearly, ‘ Thank
you, now I am all right 1 ' Thon ho begged that someone might
sing tho well-known German air ‘ Dio Wacht am Rhein.’ A
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lady, not knowing the words of the desired song, kindly volun
teered to sing ‘ Tho Lorelei ’ instead. This seems to have
pleased August, for,' at one time, he joined lustily in the lady’s
singing. Scarcely had the last note died away, when August
said, I Now sing “ Oh Strasbourg.” ’ This being a German
students’ song, no one in the company could respond to his
request. I must here mention that August was a jovial German
who passed over quite fourteen years ago. Whenever we used
to meet at his or our home, he invariably asked me to sit down
at the piano, and to accompany some songs for him. But then,
he would not choose any classical ones, only patriotic airs, or
those he remembered from his gay student days.
After a while ’ Harmony ’ called out: ’ Your brother Charles
is here, and your father, he died a sudden death.’ At the same
time I heard a voice saying: ‘ Yes, it is I, your father.’ I
recognised my father’s voice immediately, although I lost him in
my early youth, and 1 Harmony ’ was quite correct, he passed
away suddenly in consequence of an apoplectic stroke. My father
continued to converse with me on private matters, but un
fortunately I could only understand a few disjointed words, as
he, ‘ Harmony,’ and another spirit were speaking at one and the
same time.
After two or three more spirits had manifested the stance
came to a close, but not before we had heard the voice of Mr. Stead,
the late Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace, and Mr. Shipley, all three
speaking in their own characteristic way. The latter sent his
kind regards to Mr. Wallis, editor of * Light.’ When the lights
were turned on, one of the trumpets was found lying on the floor,
and the other leaning against the knee of a gentleman who

had evidently not been aware of its near presence.
Most of the sitters seemed in every way satisfied with the
results. One or two may have gone away rather disappointed
because no voice had spoken to them, but, as Mrs. Harris had
previously remarked, the medium is only a connecting link
between the living and the so-called dead, and cannot possibly
guarantee the appearance of spirits, however much their presence
may be desired, both medium and spirits being subject to
conditions.
Whatever sceptical critics may think of trumpet stances, or
in whatever way scientists may try to explain the direct voice
phenomena (and we all know these learned gentlemen have
frequently very decided opinions on these subjects ; whether
correct or not, is another matter)—one thing is certain: such
Edances, when attended with an open and unprejudiced mind,
provide ample proof of the existence and reality of a future
world, while to many it must be a comfort to know that we
have mediums amongst us; such as Mrs. Harris, through whose
highly-developed mediumistic powers we are enabled to near the
direct voice of long departed friends.
F. D.

MARK TWAIN'S CREED,

We have read many ‘ creeds ’ written by thoughtful men,
but we do not recollect having seen the following creed before.
It is from Payne’s Biography of Mark Twain, who, it is said,
wrote it in the early 'eighties :—
I believe in God the Almighty.
I do not believe He has ever sent a message to man by any
body or delivered one to him by word of mouth or made Himself
visible to anyone at any time or place.
I believe that the Old and New Testaments were imagined
and written by man, and that no line in them was authorised,
much less inspired, by God.
I do not believe in special providence. If one man’s family
is swept by a pestilence and another man’s is spared, it is only
the immutable law of the universe at work. God does not inter
fere in such small matters, either in favour of one man or
against another.
If I break the moral laws I cannot seo wherein I injure God.
He is beyond roach of injury by me. I could as easily injure
a planet by throwing mud at it. The moral laws are man’s
law, not God’s.
I would not interfere with any man’s religion. If it comforts
him it must be taken as a valuable possession to him. But I
am not able to believe that a man's religion makes him anything
but what Nature made him, no matter what tho religion maybe.
It is always interesting to know the inmost convictions of
prominent men, but we imagine that Mark Twain would have
been more affirmative in the later years of his life.
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LETTER FROM MADAME E. D’ESPERANCE.

In a private letter to Mr. H. Withall, our good friend,
Madame E. d’Esperance, says :—
I have not had an English Christmas since 1876—a lifetime
ago I Still, I cannot complain of Swedish or German ones,
which are, I think, as beautiful as they can be made, for the
children especially, whose festival it is.
The little ones write their wishes long before, and expect the
1 Christ Child ’ will grant some of them, which, of course, he
generally does.
One ‘ wunsch zettel ’ (list of wishes) was handed in fbr'me to
deliver to the Christ Child from a little girt It ran :—
‘ Dear Christ Child,—I should like so much to have a hottie
of Od-Klong [eau de Cologne], or a little sister with golden hair
and blue eyes, or a goat, white, with a red neck-ribbon, and
a pinafore with two pockets,’ &c.
She got the 1 Od-Klong,’ and a toy kid with the red necktie,
and a pinafore with two pockets. The children’s lists of wishes
are so funny sometimes, and it is such a pleasure to try to
gratify them.
This year we had at the distribution some quite little
children who had never before seen a tree lighted up. It was
delightful to see their wondering admiration and awe. The
gramophone played and sang for them in a side room, to the
great delight of the elder ones and the mystification of the
awestruck little ones, one of whom solemnly began to dance to
the music of ‘ 0 du Frohliche.’
In church there is always a lighted-up Christmas tree near
the altar on Christmas morning. It is also a custom in many
villages to set a Christmas tree, with lights in it, by the grave of
any child who has passed on during the year. It seems to me to
be such a loving thought for the little ones who have gone, and
I am sure it must please them to be so remembered.
It will interest you to know that the new owner of Elmau is
the founder of a cult (I suppose I can call it) of Christian
philosophy. He is a well-known and much-appreciated writer
and lecturer, and has many followers, who adopt the so-called
'simple life,’ and try to put his teachings into practice. They
have a kind of home—a glorified sanatorium, it seems to me—
where the followers of the doctor spend weeks or months at a
time.
Elmau is to be the headquarters for-summer, and also a
winter residence for those who prefer high altitudes and the
solitude of the snow mountains.
I am so glad and thankful that my beloved home has come
into worthy hands, and not into those of a speculator whose only
desire is to make money. All the same, I feel envious of Dr.
Johannes Muller, who is able to put into material form the
dreams I myself have dreamed of what Elmau might be. His
ideas of life, here and hereafter, and mine are by no means
alike ; but after all, there are many roads that end at the same
point beyond the grave, and we must be tolerant, knowing that
all teachings that tend to make life purer and better are part of
the one great truth of which we are all striving to catch a
glimpse, and it does not matter very much, I fancy, which road
we travel, because if we do go a roundabout way, we have all
eternity in which to get there, and a lifetime, more or less, cannot
make such a great difference.

GOD'S TRIUMPH.

We often wonder why so many people fail to comprehend
that there are many ways but only one goal; that each one
must find ‘ the way, the truth and the life ’ for himself, and that,
while doing so, he should look kindly, sympathetically and
helpfully upon his fellow-pilgrims even though they do not
travel his way. Apparently it is not possible for some of us
to realise that what we deem the right way, the best way, may
not necessarily be the way that another will find the best
for him.
It is exceedingly difficult to put one’s self in the other man’s
place —to feel and see and understand as he does. It needs a
vast amount of patience and sympathy. It requires of one that
he should forget his own viewpoint for a time and endeavour
to realise that other man’s need—his difficulty, his possibilities.
But it pays—spiritually pays.
The open-minded observer finds that human beings are all
very much alike. Although they are at different stages on the
journey—with different equipments, tendencies, capabilities,
temperaments and educational influences—each one looks for
and, as far as he can see it, finds Good and Truth and a divine
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innermost everywhere. It is true that we are not all alike a
temperament or tendency—but spiritually we are all on tM
path to the same goal. Some folk thrive and grow strong
learn their lessons and rejoice in the free, fresh air of the ops
road. Some are lethargic, fettered, and do not realise the,
bondage. Some * kick against the pricks' and struggle feverish];
—desire, sin, suffer and repent—and ultimately see beyond th
present ‘a fair land of promise.’ Some stretch forth loving
hands—willing to endure the discord and the strife—and,
although they see fools rush in where angels fear to tread, tn
anxious to help and comfort them. Some attain serenity-1
reach up to, go into, or get down to, Realities. Others, feeling
the sanctity of spiritual truths, grow dispirited and si I
because so many appear to be blind, deaf, indifferent mil
misguided ; but all will eventually understand that there is ।
Wisdom that can be trusted to the end, a Love that holds a
all in its keeping. If God understands, and ever holds th
restless, the unspiritual, the wayward, even the wicked in
Love, awaiting their home-coming, shall we not hold them is
our hearts and be patient ? Should not we include, at
exclude 1 May it not often be that those from whom r,
differ are right—possibly more right than we imagine ? Shoolii
we not recognise that they see what they have the ability tc
and that beauties and uses hidden from us may be apparentli I
them, just as we may see what does not appear to their mindsl I
Ella Wheeler Wilcox wisely says : ‘ Let there be many window I

to your soul that all the glories of the Universe may beautify
it,’ and we should remember that the Father has imij
mansions.’ There is room for us all, and He will ultimate; j
win us all by His love—and His patience—to the spiritual ray,
B. G. K I

THS ‘GREATER THINGS’ TO COME.

Commenting in a recent discourse on the promise of Jess:
‘ Greater things shall ye do,’ &c., the Rev. Rhondda Williu
said:—
There is a thrill of inspiration in the consciousness that vr
are living and working in a growing world, in which we m;
count for more and more as the years go on.
Let us now turn to the realm of morals and religion, for 111
same thing holds good there. In these great concerns of lit
soul, the golden age is not behind, but before. AU cries d
‘Back to the Apostolic age ’ or ‘Back to Jesus’ ate mistake
cries. Paul would say to us, ‘ On to the things that God shil
reveal to you; the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.'
John would say, ‘ Let the spirit of truth come, he will guide jn
into all truth.’ Jesus would say, ‘ Go forward to greater work
than I have done ’: and they did. Paul did greater things ii
the establishment of Christianity in the world than Jesus did
-And we are going forward still. The finest ethical teachers dGreece never dreamed of an ethic that would set free the slant
Jesus and the Apostles left slavery standing as an institute
and made no explicit declarations against it. Now the comma
conscience stands on a higher level. What they did was Ii
infuse into men a great spirit of love that brought slaves and
their masters to the same communion service, and made then
feel like brothers round that table of the Lord. We are setting
out now upon emancipations which were not in sight in lies
Testament times—namely, the economic emancipation of labour,
the political and social emancipation of women, the systematic
care for the public health, the education of the common people
the crusade against poverty; In all these,, things we mustdl
greater things than Jesus or the Apostles ever attempted. II
Jesus fed five thousand people in the wilderness, we have a tai
which is gigantic compared with that In our own country si
have to lift two million families out of chronic want and poverty,
and give them a decent place in the world-life. There is M
better dynamic for doing the greater work that we have to di
than a real vital belief in that same Jesus and a possession of bi'
Spirit

‘Brotherhood’ for December says
If ever the greats®
takes place which so many people prophesy, it will have bets
brought about by nothing more substantial than a stroll
delusion—by the mutual fear and distrust of nations that, W
for their originally baseless fears, would have had only good rill
in their hearts for each other, and would have helped each other
to prosperity.’
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A MARVELLOUS EXHIBITION.
Persons who maintain that the stories related of the mar
vellous feats performed by Indian fakirs are either false or may
be accounted for on the theory that the observers were hyp
notised, will find it difficult to explain the incident narrated by
Mr. Abinas Chandra Das, M.A., in a recent number of ‘ The
Hindu Magazine.’ Mr. Das’s aged father having been suffering
from incipient cataract, a young nephew, Charu Chandra, with
the consent of the family, called in a Sanyasi, of whose healing
powers he had had experience. Mr. Das was struck with the
man’s appearance :—
He was a middle-aged Bengali, clad in a dhoti of blood-red
<nlk, and wearing a beard and long hair, which was parted in
the middle, and fell in long tresses over his back and shoulders.
He‘had a pair of Wooden sandals on his feet, a brass kamandalu
in his left hand, and a long trisula (trident) in the right. His
forehead was painted red with vermillion, which made his
countenance look somewhat awe-inspiring.
The Sanyasi paid several visits, and the patient’s eyes seemed
to improve under his treatment. One day he asked whether there
would be any objection to his performing some Puja (worship
of Kali or Durga) in the house. No objection being raised, he
asked that there should be provided a small woollen carpet, a
vegetable oil lamp, some burning incense and a lota-ful of sacred
water from the Ganges, and that the floor of the hall should be
thoroughly cleansed and then sprinkled with Ganges water*
These preparations were accordingly made.
The account
proceeds:—

Just at dusk the Sanyasi arrived, clad in his usual attire,
and with the kamandalu and trident in hand. Charu caused
some three or four powerful hurricane lamps to be lighted in
the hall. The front door was shut, and we all assembled to
witness the performance.
The Sanyasi asked me to bring him two woollen wrappers
and one silken cloth. He changed the cloth he wore, and put
on the silken cloth in our presence, but for which his person
was thoroughly nude. He then took his seat on the woollen
carpet and wrapt himself up with one wrapper, and covered his
legs and the lota containing Ganges water with the other. He
then took up his trident, and holding it with his left hand,
firmly fixed his gaze on its top.
My father, myself and my boy were seated on the bare floor
on his right-hand side, my wife, daughters and nephews on his
left-hand side, and the servants stood at his back. There were
only the bare wall, the burning incense and the vegetable oil
lamp in front of him. The Sanyasis kamandalu was kept at
a comer. It contained nothing beyond one or two flowers, and
a little water— the Snanjala of the Goddess Kali, which I dis
tributed among all present at the direction of the Sanyasi.
A quarter of an hour passed away, during which time the
Sanyasi never relaxed his steady gaze at the trident, and sat
immovable like a piece of rock. At last we noticed his right hand
moving under the cover of the wrapper, and it seemed as if he
were busy in mysteriously receiving and arranging some articles,
two or three of which must have been very hard substances, as
they emitted dull, heavy and metallic sounds when they were being
disposed on the bare floor. Be it said here that the Sanyasi held
the trident with his left hand all the time. Some five minutes thus
passed away, at the end of which the Sanyasi suddenly took off
both the wrappers, and a very wonderful sight met our gaze.
We saw a ghat (an earthen pitcher-shaped vessel) more than a
foot in height, placed on the top of the lota, with a garland of
fresh flowers round its neck, and a mango twig covering its
mouth, a large plantain leaf spread on his right-hand side,
bearing no marks of its ever having been rolled up or compressed,
with a heap of fresh flowers and bel leaves on it, another similar
plantain on the left, with about half-a-seer of sun-dried rice,
soaked in water and very neatly arranged in a cone round
which were arranged dressed fruits like plantain and cucumber,
and which was surmounted by a piece of sweetmeat, one conchshell, one copper-made kosa, and kusi—all arranged before him
in Puja order—a small quantity of vermillion paint on a piece
of plantain leaf, one bunch of ripe plantains, numbering about
ten, and one whole middle-sized cucumber about a foot in
length. . . We all rubbed our eyes as if to make sure we
were not dreaming.
The Sanyasi proceeded to perform his Puja, at the close of
which, Mr. Das having given him a silver piece as priest’s fee,
he distributed some of the fruit amongst the company and gave
the rice and the earthen ghat to Mrs. Das. Mr. Das adds that
the Sanyasi subsequently performed Pujas, attended by similar
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remarkable phenomena, at the residences of two gentlemen of his
acquaintance, one of them being the editor of ‘The Indian
Mirror.’

A PLEA FOR A SAINTS’ CALENDAR.
At the risk of being called idolatrous, ‘The Vineyard’ gives
a leading place in its January number to a poem (illustrated)
entitled ‘ The Fourteen Helpers,’ the allusion being to a group
of saints who have been greatly venerated in the past, and each
of whom was distinguished for helpfulness and compassion.
The editor thus vigorously defends her action: ‘ We may unthankfully ignore it, to our loss, but the fact remains that the
historic and legendary past of our era has made of the twelve
months a Christian Year and of the calendar a Saints’ Calendar.
A trivial generation may aim at killing time, but those
worshipful people have shown that it may be redeemed and
immortalised. That is why, as a daily reminder and example,
their calendar—always supposing it brought up to date and
growing with the names of St. Oberlin, St. John Wesley, St.
David Livingstone, St. Catherine Booth, and others before whom
the heart instinctively kneels, inscribed in letters as red and
gold as any—would be so practical. Be we Roman, Anglical,
Puritan or religious Free-thinker, we need it. There are only too
good grounds for suspecting that, since certain of us ignored
the calendar and emptied all the shrines, we have been growing
more apt in subtler idolatries, from the hanging ourselves about
with mascots and other nasty silly little superstitions to the
worship of wealth and materialism, which hinder the building
of Jerusalem in England’s—and every other country’s—green
and pleasant land. Our workaday life ought to be punctuated
by beautiful imaginative feasts, our luxury by salutary fasts in
memory of these splendid people. We need to measure our
complacent selves and safe conditions against their tragic
circumstance, their spiritual conquest of circumstance. .
Again, just where our materialistic day, for all its earnest good
will, starves childhood, such a calendar would enrich it—notably
in keeping the function of reverence in healthy activity and
showing man miraculous as God’s willing tool. . . It is a
sad waste of a sky full of stars not to look at them ; a greater
not to know and love the radiant ones of our race, who, no less
than the heavens themselves, declare the glory of God and
reveal, too, the divine possibility in man.’

NEW BOOKS FROM MESSRS. RIDER’S.
Of two new books just to hand from Messrs. Rider and
Son, Limited, 8-11, Paternoster-row, E.C., we confess to being
most interested in the one which has least to do with the occult,
viz. ‘ A Short History of Marriage,’ by Ethel Unwin (3s. 6d.
net). In her preface the writer frankly states that in giving a
brief summary of the marriage customs of some of the principal
nations of the world her endeavour has been to compile a volume
which, while useful for reference, aims primarily at attracting
and amusing the general reader. Regarding ourselves as coming
under that definition, we can confidently affirm that she has
succeeded in her aim. Beginning with ‘Primitive Marriage,’
the book goes on to treat of ‘ Marriage among the Ancients,’
‘ Marriage in the West,’ ‘ Marriage in the East,’ ‘ Old English
Marriage Customs,’ ‘Marriage Superstitions,’ and the lore of
‘ The Wedding Ring,’ and concludes with a selection of ‘ Wise
and Witty Sayings on Love and Marriage from Various
Authorities.’ Each chapter is introduced with an appropriate
poetical quotation.
The second volume before us is by Mr. Elliott O’Donnell,
and deals with ‘ Animal Ghosts ’ (also 3s. 6d. net). To deny a
future existence to animals would, in Mr. O’Donnell’s opinion,
involve great injustice, and he holds that the same proof of such
an existence that is available as regards human beings is avail
able as regards animals. ‘Indeed,’ he declares, ‘there are as
many animal phantasms as human—perhaps more; hence, if
the human being lives again, so do his dumb friends.’ Besides
incidents narrated to him by friends and acquaintances, some of
which are decidedly creepy, Mr. O’Donnell incorporates in his
work a number of striking stories which have appeared in ‘ The
Occult Review,’ ‘ The Review of Reviews,’ Mr. Eveleigh Nash’s
‘ The Haunted Houses of London,’ Mrs. Crowe’s ‘ Ghosts and
Family Legends,’ and elsewhere.
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THE LIGHT THAT NEVER FAILED.
The author of ‘ In Tune with the Infinite ’ has won a
high place amongst the progressive writers of to-day by
reason of the power of his thought, and the inspiring nature
of his message. In his new book* these qualities are
strongly in evidence, united with a fine critical faculty
which he applies to the analysis of religious history.
In the earlier chapters he traces the evolution of
Christianity, and we get a picture of the young Teacher of
Galilee in its historical setting. To a people whose religious
sense had been dulled by a system of ecclesiasticism in which
forms and rites and a continual appeal to authority pre
vailed he brought the quickening touch of active spiritual
life. His thoughts springing fresh from the pure deeps of his
spirit, making no appeal to authority, went to the hearts of
the multitude, and they heard him gladly, recognising in
his sayings the presence of truth uttered simply, clearly and
impersonally. It was a universal truth that he uttered—the
basis of all religion and of all ethics: the allness of God
and the right and duty of every man to realise and live
continually in the thought of his oneness with the Divine
life and power.’
How those simple teachings of Jesus became overlaid
with scholastic doctrines and woven into a religious fabric
containing the elements of paganism and an admixture of
Greek metaphysics—speculation, controversy and mystery
—is described in succeeding chapters.
The Romans in accepting the new religion insisted on carry
ing with them much of their old paganism, even to such an
extent as seriously to .compromise the Church’s original
monotheistic idea. For the gods and goddesses [she took
away the Church gave back saints to whom prayer continued
to be offered. Gradually the*Church Year’ was formed, in
which the most important events were celebrated on the great
Roman festivals. Christmas took the place of tho Roman
Saturnalia, and we give Christmas presents primarily because
the Romans gave gifts on the feast of Saturn.

' The stream was turned ’ but it still flowed; the light
was dimmed, but it never failed. It still burns as it has
burned throughout. All down the ages the true nature of
the teachings of Jesus was known and cherished by the
few who escaped the contamination of the materialised and
perverted forms of faith, and to-day Mr. Trine notes a
great change setting in, a return to the pure realities. As
he says, * A great sifting and reconstruction process is now
going on.’ To-day all advanced thought is directed to life
itself and the things that most pertain to it. He has
* ‘ The New Alinement of Life? By Ralph Waldo Think. (G.
Boll and Sone, Ltd., 3s. Gd. nd.)
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observed what we too have noted in these columns in the
past—the revolt against tradition, antiquity and cuitom, |
the insistence upon the things that really count, and the
gradual contact with those finer laws ana forces that will
play so great a part in moulding the lives and minds of tbi
humanity to come.
There are new lights that are illuminating the minds uj I
that are kindling with a warmer glow the hearts, and that tit I
therefore changing and renewing the outlook of the lives of me# I
and women everywhere.

In this direction the author effectively illustrates hit '
argument by reference to the three great modern thinken
—Bergson with his doctrine of a spiritual basis of life and |
of ‘ creative evolution ’; Eucken with his philosophy ol 1
‘ activism'—reflection-.and meditation to be followed by I
active creative effort; and William James with his practical I
teaching that we should fave rather than merely think about ''
life.
Under the surging changes that are going on about us,
the tumult of thought and the clash of political and religioui
opinions, Mr. Trine sees the outbreak of spiritual energies c
demanding a new alinement of life. And that new alinement is coming in a myriad ways, all leading up to tbi I
central idea of the conscious connection of the human spirit I
with the great Source of life. That, indeed, has always been
the meaning of Religion in its truest sense, and it is an
inspiring thought that the experience which filled the lift ;
of the Mystic with rapture is gradually coming to be part
of the life heritage of every aspiring soul. When the |
possibility of this union of the Divine and the human
nature is generally realised, life will be transfigured. As the I
Rev. Donald B. Fraser puts it:—
Ninety-nine percent, of our problemswill vanish, and anew
humanity will be born. Incidentally whole libraries of theology
will become instantaneously valueless.

In his final chapter Mr. Trine-ideals -with one- of tbi
most practical phases of New Thought activity—ill
elimination of fear and worry, which he rightly terms two
great filchers of the best there is in life.’ This has ib
bearing on the great ideal of true alinement, for them
inharmonious elements stress the personal side of life and
prevent the whole-mindedness, as we may call it, that is io
essential in drawing from the Fountain of Life all its belt
gifts.
Here the author is in his old vein, but it is with no
disparagement of his bookin this aspect that to us its mod
arresting portion is the able summary of the historical
evolution of Christianity from the simple teachings of
universal truth given by the Carpenter's Son to the earthly
pomp and magnificence of the Holy Roman Empire, iti
decay owing to the advance of the spirit of intellectual
criticism, and the gradual return on a higher plane of
intelligence of a true understanding of the significance of
the sayings of Jesus and their application to the whole life
of man.
Know this, O man, sole root of sin in thee
Is not to know thine own divinity I

ADDRESS BY THE REV. ARTHUR CHAMBERS.
The well-deserved popularity of the Rev. Arthur Chambers
as an exponent of Spiritualism from the standpoint of a Christian
minister was clearly manifested by the large attendance (nearly
three hundred and fifty) at the Salon of the Royal Society of
British Artists on the occasion of his address to the Members,
Associates and friends of the London Spiritualist Alliance on
Thursday evening, the 8th inst. His subject was 1 Some of my
Ministerial Experiences as to what Spiritualism has done to
Brighten Human Life.’ The first instalment will appear in our
next number.
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TRANSITION OF MR.

LIGHT.
E. W. WALLIS.

It is with the deepest regret that we have to record the
transition of Mr. E. W. Wallis, the editor of * Light,’ who passed
away at half past eight on the morning of Sunday last, 11th
inst., after an acute attack of pneumonia. Mr. Wallis had been
ailing for some time previously, but his condition did not
develop any serious symptoms until the Friday before his decease,
when he was seized with a kind of ague while at this office
and advised to return home at once. Admiral Moore, who
happened to be calling here at the time, kindly volunteered to
accompany him, and although with visible reluctance Mr. Wallis
yielded to persuasions of his friends and allowed himself to be
taken home. Courageous and devoted to the last, our departed
friend expressed his belief that there was no real reason why he
should leave his work thus precipitately. Alas, his real con
dition was more apparent to his friends than to himself, and
the measures taken were only too well justified. Within a
short time after his arrival home grave symptoms manifested
themselves and he lapsed into an almost comatose condition, in
which he remained with little intermission until the end, which
came, as stated, on the Sunday morning. It was a rapid and
peaceful passing, but all too sudden and unanticipated for us who
are left to utter our wonder and grief that the call to depart
Came so soon, and found us so little prepared for our loss.
Mr. Wallis, we believe, was in his sixtieth year, and had
a record of over forty years’ work in the movement. It is a
coincidence that it was on January 11th, 1912, that Mr. Wallis
delivered his address to the London Spiritualist Alliance,
entitled ‘Interesting Incidents during Forty Years of Medium
ship,? which appeared in * Light,’ Nos. 1,619-20. He had then
arrived at one of those halting places on the way when one is
fain to pause and look back over the past, and, as all who heard
dr read the address will agree, it was the turning over of some
pages of a life history well worthy of record and very eloquent
of the noble, kindly spirit whose memories it gave to the world.
Mr. Wallis first saw the light in Twickenham, at that time
a little Thames-side hamlet, still' full of the old-world atmo
sphere which we associate with most of its historical names—
Pope, Horace Walpole and the rest. He was little more than a
youth when he found his vocation and discerned the path that
had been marked out for him by those in the Unseen World,
who play at times so large and often so little-suspected a part
in the careers of the world’s prophets and teachers. He had
heard something of the subject of Spiritualism from his uncle,
Mr. William Wallace, the pioneer missionary medium, and
learning one day that there would be a meeting connected with
the subject at the neighbouring town of Kingston, he persuaded
his father to take him. At this meeting he became so deeply
interested that he prevailed on his parents to form a circle, at
which phenomena were elicited from the start. Fortunately
for our arisen friend he had no parental opposition to face, no
blighting atmosphere of suspicion and resentment so far as his
family were concerned. But then there were psychical gifts in
the family. Heredity had a compelling word in the matter. As
Mr. Wallis himself said in an interview with him published in
‘Light’of September 14th, 1895, in the series entitled, ‘ The
Mysteries of Mediumship ’:—

I have learned within the last few years that my mother,
when a girl, used to go into trances, and lie in bed for days together
in the trance condition. Numbers of people used to go to see
her and listen to what she had to say. She would sit up in bed
and talk to them, give clairvoyant descriptions and prophesy.
Her hearers were filled with wonder at what they saw and heard,
and looked upon the thing as something miraculous. My oldest
brother and both my sisters were mediums, but gave up the
exercise of their gift owing to the ridicule and persecution which
they suffered.

That brief passage has an eloquence of its own, for it casts
an indirect light on our late editor’s character and career. It
is no reflection on his brother and sisters that they abandoned
the exercise of their psychical gifts in days when intolerance
and ignorance regarding psychical matters were widespread, and
the disposition to persecute was still prevalent. There were hot
fires of hate for advanced opinions in those times, but for all his
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amiable and sensitive nature, Mr. Wallis had the courage of his
opinions, the will to proceed, and the power to endure. He was
aided, of course, all the way by that ‘ministry of angels’ which
is a part of our profession of faith. He went from strength to
strength, and at the full tide of his powers stood as a monument
of what can be accomplished by a progressive soul, self-reliant,
but not self-sufficient, open to influence and inspiration from the
next life, but not at the mercy of all its tides and forces. He
knew how to co-operate with his inspirers, and maintain that
balance which keeps the interior side of the mind receptive to
the influence of inspiration and the external side positive to all
that would distract or agitate. Hence he was a ready instru
ment for the high teachings which for so many years were given
through his mediumship.
He was, like so many other mediums, a standing disproof of
the old charge that mediumship is detrimental to health. We
recall our friend’s clear, sane mind, his invariable brightness of
disposition—he was always cheerful, alert, courageous, a devoted
follower of truth, and a man who throughout all preserved his
ideals and loved and worked for humanity. Friends all
through the length and breadth of Great Britain and in many
other lands will hear with sorrow that he has been taken from
us, and will unite with us in sympathy for Mrs. Wallis and the
family. At such a time as this it comes home to us how
beautiful and how consoling is the knowledge that there is in
reality no death. That was the sign of our friend’s mission on
earth ; it was the message of his life ; it was the faith in which he
lived and died.
We can say no more at present—the pain of the parting with
our friend is too fresh—we write with the news of his transi
tion still ringing in our ears. When it becomes more widely
known the voice of lament will go up in many quarters, even
though those who grieve will know that love still binds the two
worlds in one, and that those who leave us through the grey
gateway are often more truly with us when we have lost the
touch of the vanished hand and hear the voice no more.
Next week’s issue of * Light ’ will be a Memorial Number,
and we shall be pleased to have any personal reminiscences of
dur late editor which his friends amongst our readers may be

able to send us.

A WARM TRIBUTE TO MR. WALLIS.
Prior to the commencement of the meeting of the Marylebone
Spiritualist Association at the Arts Centre on Sunday evening last,
the chairman, Mr. A. J. Watts, spoke with deep feeling of the
passing from the mortal form of Mr. E. W. Wallis, paying a
fine tribute to his splendid work for Spiritualism, and his long
and cherished connection with the Marylebone Spiritualist
Association, both as platform speaker and Associate. A resolu
tion of deep sympathy with Mrs. Wallis and family was passed
in silence by the whole assembly standing.

IMAGINATION AND CLAIRVOYANCE.
Mr. Horace Leaf, whose recent address at the Rooms of the
London Spiritualist Alliance we reported in our last issue, has
an important article in ‘ The Progressive Thinker ’ for the 3rd
inst. on the above subject. He says
If clairvoyant visions are illusions due to involuntary action
of the imagination, it is to be expected they will conform with
the pre-existing and favoured notions. But if they are entirely
outside the province of personal opinion, especially on matters
regarded as of great importance, it seems as if an explanation is
to be sought elsewhere.
After giving a case in point he judges that

Second sight is quite outside the province of imagination,
and must be otherwise accounted for. No amount of explana
tion can convince the true clairvoyant that the visions seen are
not realities related to things distinct from the normal human
consciousness. It is a source of grief and even exasperation to
hear so-called authorities, lacking personal experience, positively
declare that it is mere delusion. Too little is known of mind
to permit anyone, even the most qualified alienist, to pass
a definite opinion on perhaps its most elementary phases.

LIGHT.

32
W.

T.

STEAD AND HIS WORK
SPIRITUALISM.

FOR

Bt Miss Edith K. Habpeb.

An Address delivered to the Members. Associates, and friends
of the London Spiritualist Alliance, on Thursday evening, De
cember 18th, 1913, at the Salon of the Royal Society of British
Arrises. Vice-Admiral W. Usborne Moore, vice-president, in the
chair.

(QmtsmMd Jram pope 21.)
When the Bureau had been a few months in regular working
order, Mr. Stead wrote: ‘The result has been to confirm my
conviction that it is indeed perfectly possible io r«taMi«h com
munication with those who sincerely love, even although divided
by the g^ve, excepting under eircum^anceg in which it is inadvisable that communication should be effected.’
That there are semeriznes
why communication is
vas made quite Hyr by Julia herself, both in her
letters and in the terms of her application forma. Also, there
are persons whom tarn of mind is
by the consolations
of ordinary Orthodoxy, and whose grief is assuaged by the
‘sure and
hope of a glorious resurrection,3 and the
belief that their loved ones, having been removed by the decree
of Providence, are being eared for by that Providence in some
more or less remote sphere, and are no longer in need of the
ministrations of those they have left behind. For such the
Bureau is
wary Julia never seeks to prasriytise, die
simply says, in effect, to mourners, ‘If you are inconsolable, by
reason of your
and long for rnmmuuiratim with your
departed friends, and sincerely believe that they long for com*
with you, then I will fry to help you by every
means in my power.3 That was the idea with which sue
started off. But she gradually made a discovery, which she
made known to Mr. Stend when the work had been going on
for about two years. And it was this.
When she passed over she thought that mryiui’ was anxions
to keep in touch with his or her dear ones. Bet in the course
of her attempts to link people together die had gradually found
that meh was not always the case. It is a question of temperamest there as here, whether the love is of the kind that
lasts, or whether it is a ease of ‘out of sight, out of mind.3
With experience, Juba mid she had found that the desre for communieatiQn did not in many eases laet. Sometimes this is because
new ties have been formed <m cue or both rides. A some whit
amusng example came within our own notice. A lady came one
day in the moot violent grief, and filled in a form desiring to get
into touch with her husband. He had been an r firry in the army,
qone a young nun, and she was evidently almost in despair
When lie nmr for her sitrings Ae asked me if I would take
the notes, as she wm unused to psychic things and felt nervous.
The sensitive, knowing nothing whatever aboto the case, imamlately dewrifod a maars form eroding very dose to the lady.
He d^rHh^d him very minutely, and said he wm dungs with
her. To my surprise she said, very decidedly indeed, that Ao
could not piece him ; the description wm nothing like the one
Ao wanted, and m on. As the oesoative pi rnWi 1 that he
described rotly what he saw, sad could not really help the
fact of the spirit bring psesent with her, the lady teemed rather
annoyed, and the sexing terminated ruher aamrirfw^efly.
Afterwards rite showed me her hmhonifs portrait, and said,
* Yau aee that ■ nothing like the face the medium described '9
Ser wm it. The matter ended, but later I learnt, through an
acquaiseanee of the lady, who happened to be a friend of —7
own, that she had been married twite, and that toe medium
had sppo ready been describing the wins re of the Jfint hus
band, who wm fridenriy a very uewdrrmr intruder.
So Juha wrote, thsengh Mt Stead'• hand, that with more
experience Ae had found that lie number of those who desire
to esmmmmeate io comparatively few. Tais wm ike only
important paint on which Ao made any corrmion or alteration
m her first series «f letters. She mid 3—
When emipanti arrive in a new country their hearte are m
the old woeid; they long to hear from the old home. But
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after a time new interests arise, and in many cases thq
gradually cease to correspond. So it is with those who pm
into spirit-life, which is even more absorbing. And when
family circle is complete, when those we love are with ns, >17
should we wish to communicate ? Cur life lia os our
plou,
But that is no reason why you should not seek to establish tie
Bureau. What my Bureau will do will be to enable thorn At >
have newly lost their dear ones to have messages. The fa
important work of the Bureau will be the evid^nrA it will
of the reility of this world. How immense, how multiferimt
will be the results ai the recognition of that reality ! It ml
revivify and reorganise the whole religious and ethical syitem
of the world.
And in other cases it is very likely that daring sleep the r/ii,
which for the
is then free from its Wily envelope, hash- ’
opportunity for converse with departed friends in their ovi
conditions and their own world. Only we, who are still Inks I
up with our physical body, are obliged to return to it at fe* I
quent intervals, until at last our own turn comes to remain mA I
our friend^ in the Kingdom of Souls. As Mr. Stead once mri:
‘ We are amphibious brings we live in two dement^ A
phjsial and the spiritual, and there is not a materially nor m
agnosde now on earth who could live a week if he did noc
into the spirit world by the simple proees of going to
Otherwise it would mean that he did nzx sleep, and no one
live very long who never slept at all3
With regar 1 to the sitting, the personal strings were mte*
rally, a= a rule, the mast wreatful, though the p*ychomettj 1
was often extraordinarily good. One typical example comes >• ।
my mind at the moment.
Someone sent from India a ^sA ]
wooden penholder, which, he said, had been used by hh mt
Would it be possible to get into touch with him 1 HMag tie
pen, the sensitive, Mr. Robert King, who knew nothing wxtt'
ever about the case, nor where the object had come from,
to describe a boy, giving a definite desuiprion of his appeamo,
and presently obtaining a little menage of greeting adiremal B
the applicant, with whom, he said, there wae a dose tie. Hr t
then said, ‘ I seem to get Oriental conditions, and I hear a wwl
that sounds like “ Shanti,” being repeated several rimes.3
When the rep^t of the ritring was sezxt cut to India, rie
f*rhrr wrote back, with much gratitude, saying he had no douk
that he had been in touch with his son, for not only was fe
quite a boy, but the deseripriou given, by the semsirive was a*
tresady good, and as for the word ‘ Shanti,3 it meant ' Peace ie
with you,’ 2^ iri5
30355 morning greering to him every d<
(Applanse.)
Anssher very interesting and inqiortant detail was de
tdepathie less, which was as follows :
When the qipiiearions for the Bureau had been duly apprwte
by Julia the ^qdieante were next ^ed to fill up & primri
form specifying in minate detail what mewnge* they wjui
consider as evidential, and as proving that they had lea
actually in commnniearion with their friends on the other ait
‘ excluding the hypothess of telepathy.3 This form they was
to seal carefullyand to keep in their own piwTdim until ace
the ntrin^. Telepathy, having been absolntely scouted by th
orimti<a of a ynrntinn ag> as a fantastic uaposnbility, is nor
of courne generally offered as a final rrplinatfou of —Pi*ni
spirit commnieations * Bat in order to meet this objeaim
Julia bad inarfwrtfd dot the applicant be ad^d to fix is
mind as intently as pnerihic, at some rime daring the sisring
upon ewe permn. place, name or thing having nothing wfat'
ever to do with the deceased friend, and to note carefnlly dt
rrmlf Obvfomiy if telepathy were the explanation of scceadd
renalu, it would take effect here alsu. But out m ms si^
enrfanoe dad toe tdeptthie test succeed.
In no case did any d
the anririws receive from the mind of the otter the wwf
or name which was being; as you may my, * thrown at them9 If
the otter for that very purpooe.
I am afraid teas the ottera did not always remember 3
app y toe ‘ tefepuhi'. test : ri: in the larg* majori^ of tuc
they dad, and I think you will agree with me that the resui
tieariy przred that the telepathy tew. when wexghei wm rinmr
wanriug. (Appianae.)
When Mr. Scend fiat ataited the Bureau he mid that if «■
Ceoff of the reoolte wove sncceaaful he would feel the ataeogt
had been more than jnatified. But we found that each yearrit
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proportion of successful results was pretty evenly maintained at
about ne third. Out of rather more than six hundred suitable
applications during the three years, only fifty-eight persons
stated definitely that they had nrA Been brought into communi
cation with their friends. One hundred and fifty-two wrote
that they were uncertain one way or the other, they could not
feel quite sure. A good many cases were deferred, held over,
some were nnfini-hed, and many persons had not returned their
forms or their reports at alh But nearly two hundred, or to be
exact, one hundred and ninety-two—that is, close npn onethird of the whole—have written stating that they feel absolutely
confident they have feen brought into communication with
their loved ones.
Tls brings me to the financial aspect of the work. You
bare been told there was no charge for the use of the Bureau.
And there was not. But that does not mean that it cost no'rxdy
anything. It simply means that Mr. Stead bore the whole cost
himself. He told Julia it would cost one thousand pounds a
year, but for the first year it cost him much nearer two thousand.
After that it was not quite so much. (But Mr. Skeels, who for
the first year kindly acted as hon. treasurer, can bear me oat
is this declaration.) The expenses included the rent and other
erjmm cf the oSres, the salaries of the different members of
the staff, the payment of the mediums, the enormous outlay for
printing aad typewriting, postage and stationery, and a thousand
ad owe incidental expenses. From first to last no charge
whatever was made to the public by Mr. Stead for the use of
tie Bureau. During those three years the Bureau gave upwards
of thirteen hundred sitting^ every one of which was paid for by
Mx Stead out at his own pocket.
The Borderland Library was not an integral part of the
Bureau. So one was obliged to join it who did not wish to do so.
ft was a convenience for those who wished to study paychie
Lumre and the subseripcicm was a guinea a year. Bat
membeiAip of die library did not also include the use of the
Bszeaa nor sittings with mediums. It gave no privilege what
ever beyond access to the books. Nothing but Julia’s own
suction made file services of Ae Bureau available. What
maid be done, however, by any persons who wished was to make
a donation or freewill Aankoffering to Ae Bureau, after the
coapietion of their ease, not before, and only by their own
express aad votuatary desire. Occastcmaliy this was done,
bit in by far Ae greater number of caws nobedy
made aay off iis„ at all. Bat certain it is that Ais
aipeet of Ae matter never crossed Mr. Stead’s mind. He
sever once asked me whether anyone had given a donatiem,
when the ease was complete. AH be eared to know was wh ether
Ae peon had succeeded in getting into touch with his or her
dear ones. He was never too busy or too pre-cccupiei to look
up aad listen wiA Ae kevr^X syaspathy aad satisfaction when
one told him of some sorrowful person having gone away nappy
aad comforted. He never onee asked. ‘Did they said a donaAn after sard* I • I am ahec lately certain that that tkcught
tent emd his mind. To share wiA others the y/j aad tonsAtiim he had himself received, to spread the knowledge that
dtaA is no dividing abys, bat rather the gateway, if we will,
to doser communion—Ast was all he demnd. He often arid :
‘Of all my work the Bureau is nearest esy heart.’ His great
pctuica. sad intenataonal work waa to him only Ae platform
fr-m which be could stand before Ae world to proclaim ms
■camps of peace aad immortality. (Appiaatn.)
In Am describiag Ae work of the Bureau I have kept mere
or less to fee regular routine, aad to Ae work done by Ae
p^ebees of its regular staff, who were definitely engaged by
Mr Serai for Au purpose. It is not opportune bow to speak
■f Ae aaany other mediums whose gifts were investigated by
ham during them three years. Of the wonderful mediamAip
af Mm Wriedt, during her three visits to this country, oa Ae
■notation Cot of Mr. Stead aad then of Admiral Moose, who
was Ae first to draw Mt Stead’s attention to Mm Wriedt,
Amu is an time now for details, aad, betides. Ae sitesags wiA
Mm Wriedt were quite diJmasly imnpi from Ae nseml
Bweaa woek Bat Mm Wriedt wae a disciaet erect m Ae life
st Jala ■ Bureau, aad Admiral Moore has collected Ussher a
vaiasMe record st her mediumArp m cis book ’ The Vmuee,
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and I am sure the Admiral will VeAr me oit in laying ‘iM tt
lessi half a drzzen volume? might be written in tesriseoey to the
remarkable use the spirit-world can make of her. Uefortnnately it nearly always happens that the beat ‘teats’ are of
maeA a nature to be given to the world at large. We little
thought when Mrs. Wriedt first came to Eo^aad that in so
Aort a time she was destined to be <®e <4 Am whoa
Mr. Stead himself would u% aa a channel for hia own vzomunicatfons from the other side ' For since he pawed fsosn
physical eonditums he ha? worked no lea ardently for the eaose
he holdeeo dear than he did while here. Or hie many effvrte
to send us greeting and cheer, with varying degrees of susses!,
through several different form? of aediumsiup, a very mtereaffug
and careful account has also been given by that veteran worker
for Sjnritaalism, Dr. Castes, of Eoth^y, ia bis book, ‘ Has
W. T. Stead Returned 1 ’
I cannot conclude my paper wiibzsi reeslbsg the fact teat
it was in eemseqaenee of the exirtenre of Julias Bureau that I
was able to obtain some of the few meagre details tiat are
known concerning Mr. Stead’s last earthly moment. A few
days before he toiled, an American lady, Mn Shelley, called to
see him at Kinj^way, and he, being aaeve than umaDy co?y,
asked me to talk to her on hie behalf. She was a stsan^r
risting Eugand, and she was very anxiona to hare a srttiag
wiA one of the mediunu of the Bureau. It was nAer diScali
to arrange, as many of the mediums were cut of town for tee
Faster brJidayv Howevez, I was aUe to amn^ ft ft* bez, aad
we had quite a little talk alziat Jalia and other Aiap, foe,
need fess to say, oar American v^tors were always greedy A
tereated to learn that Jaffa was a coanuywoman of their own.
I remembre that Mrs. Shelley, on taking leave, ezpreaoi her
great regret at not seeing Mr. Stead, adding she feared are
would esc have another Aanee as she was retsming to America
in a few days by Ae ‘Titanic.’ I mid, ‘ Perhaps, after at!- yen
mat me him, for he aim is ailing on the Toanic.' ’ we then
peered, and I did nut suppose I Atmld ever hear froa rev
again. Bat when the tiding cd ree tra^dy came, aad I wa at
Ae White Star Line OSeea, waztiag for news of the Chie^ I
aw Mrs. SbeDefa nacre aasong A arvivon, aad I wrote io
her in America aad aAed if rhe could pve am any iufwaataon
about Miu Stead. After a long time, for Ae had been very ill
on rSfisszzing to her know, I received frez. cer Ae fester wkiA
has already been on several cecaacma quoted, ia whiA Ae tefid
■e that Mr. Stead was goading a; her left band as Ae aad ha
BMCber wtn pat is&s the ImC
ahat the 1*K se sv
of him he was stanSi^ in Ae tame place alone, in what seared
an attitude of payer. The fact that he wm then wear
ing no life-belt, AooA one of Ae stewarfe had helped him
previooriy to faaua one on, resows that he had aaade yet one
■ore merifiee. ‘Ton aA wbetha he wore a Ki* felt,' wrote
Mrs. Shelley. ‘ Alaa, no; they were too scarre I ’
In fooadiag Jaffs’* Bureau Mx. Stead pro.'iimrd upealy to
anew Ae faiA that was in him—bis belief in Ae tenth ci ^frit
rearm, whim had sume to himrH after zmm parfem and
Jaboriooa marAiBg. He faeei ridirale and abaae aad cmtatly. and risked the fee of jnfinrace ana pratige, wiA ire
■ubliiwr. aeU-aaerificing ounage that was Ae chief featsre in has
character And then—his earthly aaaBou reared, s the greares
of all maamoan ended, in a aeeming teagsdy—be has gune errwarn
io a lugSer aapeet of hre work, rearing these who worked wiA
him to keep tire card-won grouad that ire baa hefoed io gafe.
we know tires *■!■* whin, ■.m^bov,, he if wurksag for tad
with ns ^11 aad
'.i'.url ire now febrous at tire for sfe
of the bririq, he ia wotkiag AO far SprrirwilMm, Acaagh oa
aanthrr plane, where baa tadotoitahie eaergy wiil hdp him, s
ft helped him here, to brid^ tire Rirar of DenA from Ae otaa
ride for thaae who look aeroui it wiA faiA and love, aad that,
though st times Ae rinuA of earth may dim «ur viuao here,
we have bat to all to him in tire i*ataar~. and we afaall array
hear ns glad and Aeoiag answer—‘Ass. B wnx!’ (Loud
Brylev )
Tzz rg»rewiv saifi ire sfemlu Eire toteDhowheCat betame
rrrteiacf M~ ^rafiprrwen wirimAdr- It was about Arte
weekaaftathekmef Ae'Titeaie’AmMm Wriedtarrived. After
a^pa
arid Ato Ae wiAed 109 mto the aeancMoom. Ma.
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and Mias Ilarpor and I accompanied her. When I had last
Mon Mr. Stead in tho flesh his chief anxiety was about tho coming
visit of Mrs. Wriedt. Ho said to mo : ‘ Ono thing I must ask
you. Thoro aro certain pooplo I do not wish admitted. Ono I
forbid absolutely. Fivo or aix you may admit if you like,
but if you do so and thoro is any talk and angry recrimination
you must deal with tho matter yourself.’ Two of those gentle*
mon aro rather distinguished pooplo. I boro his wishes in mind.
Though I rather wished that one of them should sit, I would
not go against Stead’s desire. At that first sitting after Mrs.
Wriodt's arrival, Mr. Stood was ono of tho first to manifest. To
Mise Ilarpor ho gavo two oxcollont tests of identity. To mo ho
gave ono. 1 Admiral,’ ho said, 1 don’t have “A ” and don’t have
"B ”’—namingtho two gentlemen referred to. I cannot imagine
a bettor tost of identity. I have soon Mr. Stead four or five
times nt Cambridge House, and frequently talked with him in
1012, but only twioo in 1013. Tho morning after tho sitting
referred to I saw an etherealisod picture of his head and bust,
looking oldor and whiter than I had known him and wearing
a black tio. On tho previous evening ho had given special
directions as to where his daughter was to sit on tho following
night. Tho list of sitters was road by Miss Harper, and ho
said, * I wish Estelle to sit between you and your mother.’ On
tho welcome night ho appeared again, faced his daughter, and
entered into a long conversation of a most touching character,
in which at last ho broke down completely, exclaimed 1 My
Clod I My God I * and dropped tho trumpet on tho floor.
Dr. Abraham Wallack, in moving a hearty vote of thanks to
Miss Harper, alluded to ono aspoct of Mr. Stead’s character of
which ho had had more experience than most mon—namely, his
sympathy with all organisations for raising down-trodden women
and oppressed mon. Mr. Stead ofton sent him individuals who
had not tho wherewithal to buy broad or get shelter, and always
regarded as a personal favour any service ho (tho doctor) was
able to give. A beautiful example not only of boliof, but of
conviction, as to tho continued functioning of friends on tho other
side was afTordod by tho speech Mr. Stead made on tho passing of
hie son William. Ho folt that his work was being carried out,
assisted by that beautiful spirit. Such was tho consolation
experienced by a true Spiritualist. W. T. Stoad lived a noble
life, and died an heroic death.
Tho resolution, having been seconded by Mrs. Goodall and
supported by Miss Mack Wall, was carried with acclamation.
A

SUPREMELY

HAPPY

THOUGHT.

From tho unseen all Hows: back to tho unseen all
returns. Thoro, in those spheres of tho higher life, tho
illimitable forces arc, unwasted because over renewed;
and thoro, under now conditions of being, tho vanished
wayfarers and learners aro. When they went away, they
only put aside tho hindering body, and slipped behind tho
voil. Earth roared them ; heaven retains them. Earth taught
them tho elements ; heaven will complete their education. Tho
wisdom, tho generosity, tho mind’s music, tho wit, tho love of
beauty, tho heart’s delight in lovo, tho reforming temper, tho
Christ's self sacrificing spirit, tho child’s affection, the mother’s
tenderness, tho statesman's power to guide, all aro there, and all
are thoro for service— to banish sorrow, to quiet grief, to curb
and convert tho cruel, to cleanse tho unclean, to teach tho
ignorant, to make hoavon delightful, to empty hell. Oh, it is
Indeed a supremely happy thought, of which tho poor world
greatly stands in need I
But it is also a thought that should make one serious and
grave. If all this is true, tho real self is tho inner self, and
that records tho actual story of the life. Not tho body’s seeming*
but tho spirit's desires will survive tho departure to tho unseen
from tho soon : and wo shall have only what wo aro. Thon will
tho realities appear, and tho judgment and tho sentence will bo
not another's but our own.
Wk learn from ‘Tho Standard' of tho 13th insL that a
'psychic dinner’ look place on tho previous evening at tho
layooum Club, when Miss Marjorie Hamilton discoursed on
‘The Theory of Colours,’ Dr. Albert Wilson on ‘Tho Physical
Basis of Psychic Phenomena,’ Mr. Hino on * Dreams,’ and Mr.
A. B. Ackermann on ' Popular Fallacies.'
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Within two years a fifth edition of Mr. L. V. H. Willey’s
book, 'Tho Ministry of tho Unseen,’ has been called for in
England, and a leading firm of publishers in tho United States
has just agreed to issue an American edition. As to Mr. Willey's
other works wo aro informed that a second edition of ‘The Life
which is Life Indeed : Hero and Hereafter ’ was issued early
last year and a second issue of' Lovo from Beyond tho Voil' is
now in tho press.
Those facts illustrate tho trend of public
thought. Possibly Mr. Willey’s standpoint, that of tho liberal
Christian, may have something to do with his success.

‘The Vineyard’ is always stimulating reading. In the
January number tho Rev. A. H. Bavorstock, dealing with ‘The
Labourer’s Lot,’ declares that if, ns is surely inevitable, that lot
calls for sacrifice, ‘ it is the landlord who must sot tho example
and tho farmer who must follow ’; the labourer has already ‘more
than his share of self-sacrifice.’ Under the satirical heading!
‘ Tho Perfected Factory,’ Marion Nowbegin tells of her visit to
a 'Garden City’ factory which had aroused Mr. Asquith’s
enthusiasm. Tho lady was not impressed, save by tho fact that
girls wore standing for eight hours carrying out purely
mechanical operations with breathless rapidity and extraordinary
nimbleness. Tho * artistic trumpery of tho Garden City ’ is, in
her view, ‘ but a sop to a half-awakened conscience,’ and cannot'
disguise tho fact that these girls aro being degraded to tho level
of thingn. As sho emerged from the great hall tho sight of tho
smug Garden City in the sunshine seemed to rouse physical
nausea. ‘ It is built for and by advertisement as a result of a
successful attempt to create an artificial demand for a commodity
in whoso making tho legitimate claims of human life are ruth
lessly sacrificed. Does a system of sharing tho spoil lessen tho
wrong 9 Nay, does not tho fact that each ono of us in some
dogroe doos share tho spoil render the hope of a solution more
remote than it might otherwise be 1 ’ Tho other contributions,
both prose and poetry, maintain tho usual level of excellence.
In his 'Explanatory Notes’ to his presidential address to
tho British Association, Sir Oliver Lodge, when referring to
tho results of psychical research, says : ‘ No one crucial episode
can over bo brought forward as deciding such a matter. That is
not tho way in which things of importance aro proven.
Evidence is cumulative, it is on tho strength of a mass of
experience that an induction is ultimately made and a conclusion
provisionally arrived at; though sometimes it happens that a
single exceptional strong instance, or series of instances, may
clinch it for some individual. But indeed the evidence in ono
form and another has boon crudely before tho human race from
remote antiquity, only it has been treated in ways more or loss
obfuscated by superstition. . . Anyone with a real desire to know
tho truth need not lack the evidence if ho will road tho records
with an open mind and then bide his time and be patient till
an opportunity for first-hand critical observation is vouch*
safed him, . . real conviction must bo attained by first-hand
experience in tho present.’

Miriam Davies, writing in ' The New York Timos,’ refers to
tho fact that Mr. Coningsby Dawson, in his book, ‘ The Garden
Without Walls,’ makes his hero realise tho presence of his do*
parted mother by tho fragrance of violets, and mentions that
sho herself has had a similar experience. Sho never know her
mother, but she and her father were inseparable until he ' died ’
(she was then seventeen years old), leaving her alone in their
rambling old house in Massachusetts. Since his passing over,
now some years ago, whenever sho sits in the library after
dinner (where sho and her father used to sit while ho enjoyed
his after-dinner cigar), sho is always conscious of tho smell of
tobacco. At first sho used to think it was * fancy,’ but ns it has
occurred for years she fools convinced that in that place and
hour, which used always to bo their most intimate, her father
still comes to her. Mr. Collins relates a similar experience and
says that tho odour of heliotrope has always denoted for him tho
presence of his mother, who died thirty years ago.
Tin Editof of' Antares Almanac,’ in a courteous letter con*
corning our criticism of tho proposed ' now ’ astrological aspects,
claims that tho old aspects aro inaufliciont to moot all cases:
that events somotimos occur in tho life of the native which aro
not signified in the nativity, hence tho necessity to add to tho
number of planetary positions. Wo readily admit the need of
greater accuracy in prediction ; but wo do not liko to have it
made dependent upon a now series of aspects—it is very much
liko discarding tho rille for tho shot-gun in order to strike tho
target. Tho science is already embarrassed with too many
alternatives; what is required is a co-ordination of existing
methods, with, perhaps, a little more scope for tho intuitional
reading of tho horoscope.—B.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.
The Editor w not responsible for the opinions expressed by correspon
dents, and sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for
the purpose of presenting views which may elicit discussion.
In every case the letter must be accompanied by the writer's
name and address, not necessarily for publication, but as a
guarantee of good faith.
Christian Science a Plagiarism.

Sir,—In 1 Light ’ of December 6th, Mr. Pole says that no
impartial observer is likely to accept Mr. Bathurst’s explanation
that Mr& Eddy did not borrow Christian Science from Mr.
Quimby. Kindly permit me to point out that, even from Mr.
Pole’s point of view, Mrs. Eddy could no more be said to have
borrowed her teaching from Mr. Quimby than Mr. Quimby could
bo said to have borrowed his from the whole body of idealistic
philosophy. If Mrs. Eddy did teach what Mr. Quimby is said
to have taught she was only, in her day, the last result of this
wave of idealism, the knowledge of which Quimby must himself
have borrowed, consciously or unconsciously, from previous
thinkers.
As a matter of fact, on the showing of the people who
claim to explain what Mr. Quimby taught, Mrs. Eddy taught
something diametrically different. All that it is necessary to
do is to take any one of the statements of what Quimby taught
and compare it with the teaching of ‘ Science and Health,’ in
order to show that the two are antithetical. Nobody has ever
denied that Mrs. Eddy had close connections with Quimby,
just as she had with homceopathists at another period of her
career. Her discovery was arrived at by essentially experi
mental methods. She was brought up a member of the
Congregational (Trinitarian) Church, and shared the ordinary
materialistic opinions—I use the word materialistic in its
scientific sense—of her father with respect to phenomena.
Later she took up the study of homoeopathy and gradually began
to perceive the influence of mind on matter. In Mr. Quimby
she found a man imbued with a further perception of what
this meant. Still experimenting she, for the time being, came
under the influence of the views of Mr. Quimby, but she did not
stop here, and in temporarily accepting the opinions of Quimby she
no more plagiarised his views than she did those of Hahnemann.
The teaching of Mrs. Eddy is something fundamentally different
from what is always put forward as the teaching of Quimby.1
And if anyone will read Quimby’s own manifesto, say in the
1 Bangor Jeffersonian,’ it will be seen that it is a frank statement
of mesmerism and the form of psychology which Mrs. Eddy
ultimately expressly repudiated.
It is much to be doubted
whether the people who accuse Mrs. Eddy of plagiarising Quimby
have ever taken the trouble to compare Quimby’s own state
ments about his teaching with Mrs. Eddy’s teaching in ‘Science
and Health,’ but in their attempts to give form to Quimby’s
teaching they are providing future generations with a useful
demonstration of the fact that whatever he may have taught it
is not what is taught in ‘Science and Health.’ As for the
statement that Quimby first used the term ‘Science and
Health,’ your correspondent gives no proof of it whatever;
if anybody was the originator of it, it was Wyclif in his trans
lation of the Gospel of Luke. As everyone knows, in the
original Wyclif Bible the verse, ‘To give knowledge of salvation
unto his people,’ is translated 1 To zeue science and helthe to
his puple,’ whilst in the later revision of John Purvey the
words read ‘science of health.’ You might just as well accuse
Quimby of plagiarising Wyclif on the ground that he borrowed
his phrase, if he ever made use of it, from Purvey. Mrs. Eddy,
on page ninety of * The Messages to the Mother Church,’
explains that the phrase came to her one night when she was
thinking out the title of her book. When next day she spoke
of it to her friends they advised her to drop both the title and
tho book. Six months later Miss Dorcas Rawson brought her
a copy of Wyolif’s translation and pointed out the identical
phrase in the translation of the Gospel of Luke. That, roughly,
is tho story of the matter. The only material point is the
question of the plagiarism of the book, and it is perfectly
certain, to anybody who understands * Science and Health,’ that it
is an actual denial of Quimby’s own statements of his philosophy.
—Yours, &o.,
Frederick Dixon.
Sir,—I was interested in Mr. Dixon’s reply, but think he
does not answer the question : Did Dr. Quimby, by his new
treatment, cure Mrs. Eddy of an illness prior to her professed
‘discovery’ of tho ‘system* called Christian Science? Mrs.
Eddy says sho was led to it in 1866, which sho ‘at onco denomi
nated ’ by this name, and, further, * I had no human aid ; the
Bible was my only text book.*
A pamphlet by Julius A. Dresser, ‘The True History of
Mental Science,’ would bo useful in this relation, if extant. In
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its absence I will state a few known facts, together with some
observations of Quimby before 1866, to prove the earlier date of
his teaching, and also that fundamentally it is closely akin to
that of Mrs. Eddy’s magnus opus. And it may be admitted that
the latter did more than largely extend and elaborate the
former’s germinal idea. If only this measure of her debt had
been owned it would have served to soften criticism. The
assumption also of an almost papal attitude of certitude in
spiritual matters, which is often a personal foible; is no more
admirable in good Christian scientists than in thoughtful
theosophists (they will excuse the non-use of capitals I).
I will first refer Mr. Dixon to Miss A. G. Dresser’s ' Philo
sophy of P. P. Quimby ’ (p. 50): ‘ It was at this time, 1862,1
well remember the very day, she (Mrs. Eddy) was helped up the
steps to his office on the occasion of her first visit. She was
cured by him, and afterwards became very much interested in
his theory.’ It should here be said that Miss Dresser herself
went to Quimby as a patient in 1862, after six years of suffering
and ‘ long bondage to doctors and false opinions,’ afterwards
becoming most healthily emancipated from both mental and
bodily weaknesses.
Mr. C. H. Lea also credits Quimby with restoring Mrs.
Eddy to health, and thinks she at first seemed to credit the
doctor with something of the same power to heal as that of
Jesus. A Greek scholar confirms for me Mr. Dixon’s use of the
word ‘salvation’ in Wyclifs time as implying ‘healing’ or
health knowledge ; hence the term ‘ science of health ’—our
use of the word ‘ science ’ not having then become specialised
to mean systematised or classified knowledge. But I cannot
traverse all Mr. Dixon’s ground in his discursive letter, and will
now quote Quimby, who, we must remember, never fully ex
pounded his doctrines. He published no book to explain his
philosophy. He simply practised it.
‘May, 1861. I am often asked what I call my cures. I
answer, the effect of a science, because I know how I do them.
‘A patient comes to see me. I render myself absent to
everything but the impression of the person’s feelings. These
are quickly daguerreotyped on me. They contain no intelli
gence, but shadow forth a reflection of themselves, which I look
at. This contains the disease as it appears to the patient. Being
confident it is the shadow of a false idea, I am not afraid of it.
Then my feelings in regard to the disease, which are health and
strength, are daguerreotyped on the receptive plate of the patient,
which also throws forth a shadow. The patient seeing this in a
new light, gains confidence. The patient’s feelings sympathise
with mine, the shadow changes and grows dim, and finally
disappears, the light takes its place, and there is nothing left of
the disease.’
In a letter to the editor of the ‘ Portland Advertiser ’: I differ
from all classes of doctors, from the allopathic physician to the
healing medium. They all believe in disease, and recommend
medicine. Now, I deny disease as a truth, but admit it as a
deception. . . My way of curing convinces a patient that he
has been deceived. . . Whatever we believe, that we create. . .
Our beliefs are the cause of our misery.’ And in letters written
in 1860 to a clergyman and a doctor respectively, he says: I
will try to give you the wisdom you ask. . . but my wisdom
is not that of man. It belongs to a Wisdom that is above man
as man. . . It was taught 1,800 years ago . . is in the
world, and the world knows it not’: and he tells the young
doctor to be charitable to the poor, and keep the health of his
patient in view without thinking of money. In a leader pub
lished in the journal named, in 1865, the writer says: ‘By a
method entirely novel, and at first sight quite unintelligible, Dr.
Quimby has been slowly developing what he calls the ’Science
of Health.’” Mrs. Eddy copyrighted her first pamphlet on the
subject in 1870. But to continue from Quimby’s notes : ‘ Decem
ber, 1861. It is the office of wisdom to explain the phenomena in
man called disease, to show how it is made, and how it can be remade.
This is as much a science as it is to know how to decompose a
piece of metal. . . Everyone is made of matter, and matter
is continually going through a chemical change. . . A belief
has life or matter, for it can be changed. . . One thing is
certain—the time will come when the opinions of priests and
doctors must give way to the science of life, for their opinions
lead to death and misery, and the science of life is health and
happiness. Where does disease come from ? I answer, it does
not come ; it is created, not by God, but by man. . . Every
disease is the invention of man, and has no identity in wisdom ;
but to those who believe it, it is a truth. Disease is false reason
ing. AU men have sinned or embraced belief, so must die to
their belief. Disease is a belief; health is in wisdom. . .
He that loseth his life for wisdom will find his health or life. . .
The same Christ which you crucify by your theories is the same
that Jesus taught. . . 1864.—The sick have been deceived
by false words, and have fed on food that contains no wisdom.
. . There is a bread which, if a man eat, he is filled, and this
bread is Christ or Science. It is the body of Christ,’
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and Miss Harper and I accompanied her. When I had last
seen Mr. Stead in the flesh his chief anxiety was about the coming
Within two years a fifth edition of Mr. L. V. H. Witlej’i
visit of Mrs. Wriedt. He said to me : * One thing I must ask
book, ‘ The Ministry of the Unseen,’ has been called for it
you. There are certain people I do not wish admitted. One I
England, and a leading firm of publishers in the United States
forbid absolutely. Fire or six you may admit if you like,
has just agreed to issue an American edition. As to Mr. Witlej’i
other works we are informed that a second edition of ‘The Life
but if you do so and there is any talk and angry recrimination
which is Life Indeed : Here and Hereafter ’ was issued early
you must deal with the matter yourself’ Two of these gentle
last year and a second issue of ‘ Love from Beyond the Veil' a
men are rather distinguished people. I bore his wishes in mind.
now in the press.
These facts illustrate the trend of publie
Though I rather wished that one of them should sit, I would
thought. Possibly Mr. Willey’s standpoint, that of the liberal
not go against Stead’s desire. At that first sitting after Mrs.
Christian, may have something to do with his success.
Wriedt’s arrival, Mr. Stead was one of the first to manifest To
Miss Harper he gave two excellent tests of identity. To me he
‘The Vineyard’ is always stimulating reading. In the
January number the Rev. A. H. Baverstock, dealing with The
gave one. ‘Admiral,’ he said, ‘don’t have “A ” and don’t have
Labourer's Lot,’ declares that if, as is surely inevitable, that lol
“B " ’—naming the two gentlemen referred to. I cannot imagine
calls for sacrifice, 1 it is the landlord who must set the example
a better test of identity. I have seen Mr. Stead four or five
and the farmer who must follow ’; the labourer has already mon
times at Cambridge House, and frequently talked with him in
than his share of self-sacrifice.’ Under the satirical heading,
1912, but only twice in 1913. The morning after the sitting
1 The Perfected Factory,’ Marion Newbegin tells of her visit Io
referred to I saw an etherealised picture of his head and bust,
a ‘ Garden City ’ factory which had aroused Mr. Asquith’s
enthusiasm. The lady was not impressed, save by the fact that
looking older and whiter than I had known him and wearing
girls were standing for eight hours carrying out purely
a black tie. On the previous evening he had given special
mechanical operations with breathless rapidity and extraordinary
directions as to where his daughter was to sit on the following
nimbleness. The ' artistic trumpery of the Garden City ’ is, in
night. The list of sitters was read by Miss Harper, and he
her view, 1 but a sop to a half-awakened conscience,’ and cannotsaid, ‘I wish Estelle to sit between you and your mother.’ On
disguise the fact that these girls are being degraded to the level
of things. As she emerged from the great hall the sight of the
the welcome night he appeared again, faced his daughter, and
smug Garden City in the sunshine seemed to rouse physical
entered into a long conversation of a most touching character,
nausea. 1 It is built for and by advertisement as a result of a
in which at last he broke down completely, exclaimed ‘My
successful attempt to create an artificial demand for a commodity
God I My God I' and dropped the trumpet on the floor.
in whose making the legitimate claims of human life are ruth
Da. Abraham Wallace, in moving a hearty vote of thanks to
lessly sacrificed. Does a system of sharing the spoil lessen the
Miss Harper, alluded to one aspect of Mr. Stead’s character of
wrong ? Nay, does not the fact that each one of us in some
which he had had more experience than most men—namely, his
degree does share the spoil render the hope of a solution more
remote than it might otherwise be ? ’ The other contributions,
sympathy with all organisations for raising down-trodden women
both prose and poetry, maintain the usual level of excellence.
and oppressed men. Mr. Stead often sent him individuals who
had not the wherewithal to buy bread or get shelter, and always
regarded as a personal favour any service he (the doctor) was
able to give. A beautiful example not only of belief, but of
conviction, as to the continued functioning of friends on the other
side was afforded by the speech Mr. Stead made on the passing of
his son William. He felt that his work was being carried out,
assisted by that beautiful spirit. Such was the consolation
experienced by a true Spiritualist. W. T. Stead lived a noble
life, and died an heroic death.
The resolution, having been seconded by Mrs. Goodall and
supported by Miss Mack Wall, was carried with acclamation.

A SUPREMELY HAPPY THOUGHT.
From the unseen all flows: back to the unseen all
returns. There, in those spheres of the higher life, the
illimitable forces are, unwasted because ever renewed;
and there, under new conditions of being, the vanished
wayfarers and learners are. When they went away, they
only put aside the hindering body, and slipped behind the
veil. Earth reared them; heaven retains them. Earth taught
them the elements ; heaven will complete their education. The
wisdom, the generosity, the mind’s music, the wit, the love of
beauty, the heart’s delight in love, the reforming temper, the
Christ’s self-sacrificing spirit, the child’s affection, the mother’s
tenderness, the statesman’s power to guide, all are there, and all
are there for service—to banish sorrow, to quiet grief, to curb
and convert tho cruel, to cleanse the unclean, to teach the
ignorant, to make heaven delightful, to empty hell. Oh, it is
indeed a supremely happy thought, of which the poor world
greatly stands in need !
But it is also a thought that should make one serious and
grave. If all this is true, the real self is the inner self, and
that records tho actual story of the life. Not the body’s seemings
but tho spirit’s desires will survive the departure to the unseen
from tho seen : and we shall have only what we are. Then will
the realities appear, and tho judgment and the sentence will be
not another’s but our own.

We learn from ‘The Standard’ of the 13th inst. that a
‘psychic dinner’ took place on the previous evening at the
Lyceum Club, when Miss Marjorie Hamilton discoursed on
‘ Tho Theory of Colours,’ Dr. Albert Wilson on 1 The Physical
Basis of Psychic Phenomena,’ Mr. Hino on ' Dreams,’ and Mr.
A. S. Ackermann on 1 Popular Fallacies.’

In his 1 Explanatory Notes ’ to his presidential address to
the British Association, Sir Oliver Lodge, when referring to
the results of psychical research, says : * No one crucial episode
can ever be brought forward as deciding such a matter. That is
not the way in which things of importance are proven.
Evidence is cumulative, it is on the strength of a mass of
experience that ah induction is ultimately made and a conclusion
.provisionally arrived at; though sometimes it happens that a
single exceptional strong instance, or series of instances, may
clinch it for some individual. But indeed the evidence in one
form and another has been crudely before the human race from
remote antiquity, only it has been treated in ways more or lea
obfuscated by superstition. . . Anyone with a real desire to know
the truth need not lack the evidence if he will read the records
with an open mind and then bide his time and be patient till
an opportunity for first-hand critical observation is vouch
safed him, . . real conviction must be attained by first-hand
experience in the present.’

Miriam Davies, writing in ‘ The New York Times,’ refers to
the fact that Mr. Coningsby Dawson, in his book, ‘ The Garden
Without Walls,’ makes his hero realise the presence of his de
parted mother by the fragrance of violets, and mentions that
she herself has had a similar experience. She never knew her
mother, but she and her father were inseparable until he ‘died1
(she was then seventeen years old), leaving her alone in their
rambling old house in Massachusetts. Since his passing over,
now some years ago, whenever she sits in the library after
dinner (where she and her father used to sit while he enjoyed
his after-dinner cigar), she is always conscious of the smell of
tobacco. At first she used to think it was ‘ fancy,’ but as it has
occurred for years she feels convinced that in that place and
hour, which used always to be their most intimate, her father
still comes to her. Mr. Collins relates a similar experience and
says that the odour of heliotrope has always denoted for him the
presence of his mother, who died thirty years ago.
The Editor1 of ' Antares Almanac,’ in a courteous letter con
cerning our criticism of the proposed 1 new ’ astrological aspect?,
claims that the old aspects are insufficient to meet all cases:
that events sometimes occur in the life of the native which are
not signified in the nativity, hence the necessity to add to the
number of planetary positions. We readily admit the need of
greater accuracy in prediction ; but we do not like to have it
made dependent upon a new series of aspects—it is very much
like discarding the rifle for the shot-gun in order to strike tho
target. The science is already embarrassed with too many
alternatives; what is required is a co-ordination of existing
methods, with, perhaps, a little more scope for the intuitional
reading of the horoscope.—B.
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Ths Editor is not responsible for the opinions expressed by correspondents, and sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for
the purpose of presenting views which may elicit discussion.
In every case the letter must be accompanied by the writer's
name and address, not necessarily for publication, but as a
guarantee of good faith.
Christian Science a Plagiarism.

Sir,—In ‘ Light ’ of December 6th, Mr. Pole says that no
impartial observer is likely to accept Mr. Bathurst’s explanation
that Mrs. Eddy did not borrow Christian Science from Mr.
Quimby. Kindly permit me to point out that, even from Mr.
Pole’s point of view, Mrs. Eddy could no more be said to have
borrowed her teaching from Mr. Quimby than Mr. Quimby could
he said to have borrowed his from the whole body of idealistic
philosophy. If Mrs. Eddy did teach what Mr. Quimby is said
to have taught she was only, in her day, the last result of this
wave of idealism, the knowledge of which Quimby must himself
have borrowed, consciously or unconsciously, from previous
thinkers.
As a matter of fact, on the showing of the people who
claim to explain what Mr. Quimby taught, Mrs. Eddy taught
something diametrically different. All that it is necessary to
do is to take any one of the statements of what Quimby taught
and compare it with the teaching of ‘Science and Health,’ in
order to show that the two are antithetical. Nobody has ever
denied that Mrs. Eddy had close connections with Quimby,
just as she had with homoeopathists at another period of her
career. Her discovery was arrived at by essentially experi
mental methods. She was brought up a member of the
Congregational (Trinitarian) Church, and shared the ordinary
materialistic opinions—I use the word materialistic in its
scientific sense—of her father with respect to phenomena.
Later she took up the study of homoeopathy and gradually began
to perceive the influence of mind on matter. In Mr. Quimby
she found a man imbued with a further perception of what
this meant. Still experimenting she, for the time being, came
under the influence of the views of Mr. Quimby, but she did not
stop here,and in temporarily accepting the opinions of Quimby she
no more plagiarised his views than she did those of Hahnemann.
The teaching of Mrs. Eddy is something fundamentally different
from what is always put forward as the teaching of Quimby.
And if anyone will read Quimby’s own manifesto, say in the
‘ Bangor Jeffersonian,’ it will be seen that it is a frank statement
of mesmerism and the form of psychology which Mrs. Eddy
ultimately expressly repudiated.
It is much to be doubted
whether the people who accuse Mrs. Eddy of plagiarising Quimby
have ever taken the trouble to compare Quimby’s own state
ments about his teaching with Mrs. Eddy’s teaching in ‘Science
and Health,’ but in their attempts to give form to Quimby’s
teaching they are providing future generations with a useful
demonstration of the fact that whatever he may have taught it
is not what is taught in ‘Science and Health.’ As for the
statement that Quimby first used the term Science and
Health,’ your correspondent gives no proof of it whatever;
if anybody was the originator of it, it was Wyclif in his trans
lation of the Gospel of Luke. As everyone knows, in the
original Wyclif Bible the verse, ‘ To give knowledge of salvation
unto his people,’ is translated ‘ To zeue science and helthe to
his puple,’ whilst in the later revision of John Purvey the
words read ‘science of health.’ You might just as well accuse
Quimby of plagiarising Wyclif on the ground that he borrowed
his phrase, if he ever made use of it, from Purvey. Mrs. Eddy,
on page ninety of * The Messages to the Mother Church,’
explains that the phrase came to her one night when she was
thinking out the title of her book. When next day she spoke
of it to her friends they advised her to drop both the title and
the book. Six months later Miss Dorcas Rawson brought her
a copy of Wyclif’s translation and pointed out the identical
phrase in the translation of the Gospel of Luke. That, roughly,
is the story of the matter. The only material point is the
question of the plagiarism of the book, and it is perfectly
certain, to anybody who understands ‘ Science and Health,’ that it
is an actual denial of Quimby’s own statements of his philosophy.
—-Yours, &c.,
Frederick Dixon.
Sir,—I was interested in Mr. Dixon’s reply, but think he
does not answer the question : Did Dr. Quimby, by his new
treatment, cure Mrs. Eddy of an illness prior to her professed
‘discovery’ of the ‘system’ called Christian Science? Mrs.
Eddy says she was led to it in 1866, which she ‘at once denomi
nated ’ by this name, and, further, ‘ I had no human aid ; the
Bible was my only text book.’
A pamphlet by Julius A. Dresser, The True History of
Mental Science/ would be useful in this relation, if extant. In
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its absence I will state a few known facts, together with some
observations of Quimby before 1866, to prove the earlier date of
his teaching, and also that fundamentally it is closely akin to
that of Mrs. Eddy’s magnus opus. And it may be admitted that
the latter did more than largely extend and elaborate the
former’s germinal idea. If only this measure of her debt had
been owned it would have served to soften criticism. The
assumption also of an almost papal attitude of certitude in
spiritual matters, which is often a personal foible,* is no more
admirable in good Christian scientists than in thoughtful
theosophists (they will excuse the non-use of capitals !).
I will first refer Mr. Dixon to Miss A. G. Dresser’s ‘ Philo
sophy of P. P. Quimby’ (p. 50): ‘It was at this time, 1862,1
well remember the very day, she (Mrs. Eddy) was helped up the
steps to his office on the occasion of her first visit She was
cured by him, and afterwards became very much interested in
his theory.’ It should here be said that Miss Dresser herself
went to Quimby as a patient in 1862, after six years of suffering
and ‘ long bondage to doctors and false opinions,’ afterwards
becoming most healthily emancipated from both mental and
bodily weaknesses.
Mr. C. H. Lea also credits Quimby with restoring Mrs.
Eddy to health, and thinks she at first seemed to credit the
doctor with something of the same power to heal as that of
Jesus. A Greek scholar confirms for me Mr. Dixon’s use of the
word ‘salvation’ in Wyclif’s time as implying ‘healing’ or
health knowledge ; hence the term ‘ science of health ’—our
use of the word ‘ science ’ not having then become specialised
to mean systematised or classified knowledge. But I cannot
traverse all Mr. Dixon’s ground in his discursive letter, and will
now quote Quimby, who, we must remember, never fully ex
pounded his doctrines. He published no book to explain his
philosophy. He simply practised it.
‘May, 1861. I am often asked what I call my cures. I
answer, the effect of a science, because I know how I do them.
‘A patient comes to see me. I render myself absent to
everything but the impression of the person’s feelings. These
are quickly daguerreotyped on me. They contain no intelli
gence, but shadow forth a reflection of themselves, which I look
at. This contains the disease as it appears to the patient Being
confident it is the shadow of a false idea, I am not afraid of it
Then my feelings in regard to the disease, which are health and
strength, are daguerreotyped on the receptive plate of the patient,
which also throws forth a shadow. The patient seeing this in a
new light, gains confidence. The patient’s feelings sympathise
with mine, the shadow changes and grows dim, and finally
disappears, the light takes its place, and there is nothing left of
the disease.’
In a letter to the editor of the ‘ Portland Advertiser ’: ‘ I differ
from all classes of doctors, from the allopathic physician to the
healing medium. They all believe in disease, and recommend
medicine. Now, I deny disease as a truth, but admit it as a
deception. . . . My way of curing convinces a patient that he
has been deceived. . . Whatever we believe, that we create. . .
Our beliefs are the cause of our misery.’ And in letters written
in 1860 to a clergyman and a doctor respectively, he says : I
will try to give you the wisdom you ask. . . but my wisdom
is not that of man. It belongs to a Wisdom that is above man
as man. . . It was taught 1,800 years ago . . is in the
world, and the world knows it not ’: and he tells the young
doctor to be charitable to the poor, and keep the health of his
patient in view without thinking of money.
In a leader pub
lished in the journal named, in 1865, the writer says : ‘ By a
method entirely novel, and at first sight quite unintelligible, Dr.
Quimby has been slowly developing what he calls the 'Science
of Health.”’ Mrs. Eddy copyrighted her first pamphlet on the
subject in 1870. But to continue from Quimby’s notes : ‘ Decem
ber, 1861. It is the office of wisdom to explain the phenomena in
man called disease,to show how it is made, and how it can be remade.
This is as much a science as it is to know how to decompose a
piece of metal. . . Everyone is made of matter, and matter
is continually going through a chemical change. . . A belief
has life or matter, for it can be changed. . . One thing is
certain—the time will come when the opinions of priests and
doctors must give way to the science of life, for their opinions
lead to death and misery, and the science of life is health and
happiness. Where does disease come from 1 I answer, it does
not come ; it is created, not by God, but by man. . . Every
disease is the invention of man, and has no identity in wisdom ;
but to those who believe it, it is a truth. Disease is false reason
ing. All men have sinned of embraced belief, so must die to
their belief. Disease is a belief; health is in wisdom. . .
He that loseth his life for wisdom will find his health or life. . .
The same Christ which you crucify by your theories is the same
that Jesus taught. . . 1864.—The sick have been deceived
by false words, and have fed on food that contains no wisdom.
. . There is a bread which, if a man eat, he is filled, and this
bread is Christ or Science. jt is the body of Christ,’

36

LIGHT.

Permit me to say I think your Chicago correspondent is
wrong in calling Christian Science a plagiarism. Were it so it
could never have awakened tho minds and inspired the lives of
so many of our friends as it has done. The vital influence of its
teachings cannot be gainsaid. But, it must bo added, there is
no space amongst us for tho display of self-sufficiency or of a
dogmatism which, if allowed to grow, would tend to stifle
individual and arrest general development. Meanwhile, whilst
wo cannot bo blind to the crudities and illogicalities of the
Christian Science ‘system’ of Mrs. Eddy’s metaphysics, the
movement, amongst many others, evidences the spreading of a
fertile current of more spiritual tendency, quickening us at last
to seo that we aro all spiritual beings inhabiting in reality a
spiritual universe.—Yours, 4c.,
Thomas Tudor Pole.
[This correspondence is now closed.—Ed. ' Light.’]
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SOCIETY WORK ON SUNDAY, JAN. 11th, Ac.
Prospective Notices, not exceeding twenty-four words, may he added
to reports if accompanied by stamps to the value of sixpence.

Marylebone Spiritualist Association.—Tho Arts Centre,
93, Mortimer-street, Langham-place, IP.—Mr. Percy R. Street,
under control, gave an able and eloquent discourse on ‘The
Lure of the Unknown,’ in the course of which touching reference
was made to the passing of Mr. E. W. Wallis. (The resolution
of sympathy with Mrs. Wallis and family is referred to in
another page of this issue). Mr. A. J. Watts presided. On the
5th inst. Mrs. Mary Gordon gave successful descriptions and
spirit messages. Mr. Leigh Hunt presided. Sunday next, see
advertisement on front page.—D. N,
London Spiritual Mission: 13b, Pembridge Place, Baytwater, W.—Mr. E. W. Beard'gave addresses bn ‘Ministering
Spirits’ and ‘The Holy Life.’ The Misses Haywood sang a
A Symbol Interpreted.
duet at the morning service. For next week’s services, see front'
psge.
Sir,—With reference to the symbol mentioned by Mr. W. H.
Shepherd’s Bush.—73,Becklow-road.—Mrs.Gillespie gavo
Evans in ‘Light ' of December 6th, 1913, permit me to say that
an inspiring address.
Sunday next, 11 a.m., circle; 7 p.m.,
I havo seen almost the same thing with a lady, but in her case
Mrs. Webster. Thursday, at 8, Mr. and Mrs. Lund.—M. S.
there wore three lilies, not five. The three ' lilies ’ represented
Croydon.—Gymnasium Hall, High-street.—Interesting
tho children she had ‘ lost ’ in their infancy, and the ‘ Cross ’ the
address on ‘ Dreams,’ by Mr. Robert King. Sunday next, Mrs.
pain she had endured by that loss; the ‘ moon ’ symbolised
de Beaurepaire. 22nd, meeting at 8, members’ and friends'
time; tho boat the frail earth-life that was given the children ;
circle afterwards.—L. P. G.
and the five-pointed star the sphere they now are in. This
Chatham.—553, Canterbury-street, Gillingham.—Ad
latter is confirmed by the golden light, or atmosphere, sur
dress by Mr. D. J. Davis on ‘ Why I Became a Spiritualist'
rounding tho whole symbol.—Yours, &c.,
Sunday next, Mrs. Jamrach, address and clairvoyance ; and
Jane Margaret Harrad.
Monday.—E. C. S.
Kingston-on-Thames.—Assembly Rooms, Hampton Wick.
—Mrs. Cannock, address and descriptions. Sunday next, at
Remarkable Prophecies.
7 p.m., meeting.
Thursday, at 7, at Thames Valley CaK,
Sir,—I have had a remarkable book sent me containing
Clarence-street, Mrs. Neville, clairvoyance.—J. W. H.
many prophecies ; some of them might interest you or your
Stratford, E.—Workmen’s Hall, Romford-road.—In
readers. I quote tho following from this work, called ‘ The
teresting reading by Mr. W. H. Such, ‘ The Hope of Life,’ followed
Healing Heart’
by answers to questions and descriptions by Mrs. E. Bryceson.
‘In 1914 there will bo a great inrush of souls into the light,
Sunday next, address and solos by Mr. and Mrs. Alcock-Rush.
(your ' Light ' I hope, Mr. Editor).
Clapham. — Howard - street, Wandsworth - road. —
‘Thoro will bo a great downrush of spirit power and life, also
Address by Mr. Symons on ‘ The Holy Trinity.’ Sunday next,
a mighty rising like a tidal wave. These two forces will meet
11.15 a.m., public circle ; 7 p.m., Mrs. Maunders. Thursday,
in tho unseen world and will cause a great breaking up of former
at 8, address and clairvoyance.—F. C.
things.1
Battersea.—Henley Hall, Henley-street.—Mrs. Bod* This earth is changing its position in the solar system and
dington gave address and descriptions. Mr. Lunnon sang a
is going through a mighty transit, and a new set of forces are
beautiful solo. Mr. Dimmick presided. Sunday next, at 7,
already beginning to play upon it. This earth is travelling not
Mr. Boddington.
Thursday, 8.15, stance ; silver collection.
toward tho centre of tho solar system—the physical sun—but
24th, ‘Social.’ Tickets 6d.
toward her spiritual counterpart in tho heart of the Pleiades,
Camberwell New-road. — Surrey Masonio Hall.—
tho sister earth—tho perfect orb.
Morning, good circle; evening, interesting address by Mr.
‘Great power will bo givon to man when he is ready to receive
W. E. Long. Sunday next, Mr. W. E. Long : 11 a.m., circle;
it—a power capable of transmuting evil forces into beneficent
6.30 p m., ‘ Personal Experiences.’ 25th inst., twenty-seventh
intelligences.
The dense body of the old creation is now
Anniversary. All are welcome.
beginning to clarify for those who come into the new crea
Wimbledon.—St. George’s House, Alwyne-road. — A
tion,’ Ac.
successful third week-night meeting.
Mrs. M. H. Wallis
Thoro is much that is interesting in this book; Lime will
answered many interesting questions. First Sunday meeting
prove tho truth or otherwise of its prophecies.—Yours, Ac.,
will be held January 25th, at 7 p.m., when Mrs. Gillespie (from
E. P. Prentice.
U.S. A.) will speak and give clairvoyant descriptions.—T. B.
Sutton.
Chelsea.—Sydney Hall, Pond-plaob, near South Ken
sington Station, S. W.—Inspiring address by Mr. John Wallace,
‘Hoary Errors.'
and excellent descriptions by Mrs. Moore. Sunday next, at
7p.m., Mr. T. M. Melini on' Your Mental Surroundings’;
Sir,—May I briefly refer to some of tho age-long errors that
clairvoyante, Miss Florence Faircloth. Silver collection.
have prevailed so universally, and which aro exposed by von
Stratford. — Idmibton-boad, Forest-lane. — Morning,
Shoring in his ‘The Evolution of tho Aryan.’
discussion ; evening, address by Mr. J. Wrench, descriptions by
1 Tho notion of private property in land and soil was quite
Mrs. Pulham. 8th, Mrs. Harrod, address and psychometry.
unknown to tho Aryan, ho recognised only common property.
Sunday next, at 11.45 a.m., fellowship; 7 p.m., Mrs. Anna L
Evon tho Toutons at a much later date were unacquainted with
Gillespie. Thursday, at 8, newspaper cuttings and clairvoyance.
it ’ (page 47).
25th, Mrs. E. Neville.
Sabhallu-nit (Assyrian). ‘Tho institution of tho day of
Holloway. — Grovedalk Hall, Grovedale-road. —
rest was originally Babylonian, not Jewish.’ It was purely a
Morning, circle, convincing tests; evening, address by Mrs. E.
social institution necessitated by slave labour, not religious.
Neville on ‘The Power of Thought’ and descriptions. 7th,
Monotheism—That tho Jews originated tho belief in one god
addressuind descriptions by Mrs. Jamrach. Sunday next, 11.15
is another error. With the Jews Jehovah existed only for his
and 7, Mrs. L. Harvey (of Southampton) ; 3 p.m., Lyceum.
people ; their conception of the godhead was national egotism :
Wednesday, Mrs. Harvey. 26th, Mr. G. R. Symons.—J.F.
'God for mo, but not for others’ (p. 242).
Hackney.—240a, Amhurst-road, N.E. —Morning, Mr.
Monotheism originated with tho Aryans long before, lleligious
Reynolds presided ; evening, address by Mrs. Podmore on
intolerance was first introduced by Moses. Polytheists are always
‘Angels,’ and descriptions. Sunday next, 11.15 a.m., Mr.
tolorant; Monotheists intolerant, due to tho Old Testament
Hawes ; 7 p.m., Mrs. Mary Davies.
Monday, at 8, Miss
‘ It is time that Christians exchanged this for tho spirit of tho
Gibson.
Tuesday, 7.15, healing.
Wednesday, 8, Mrs. E.
Now.'
Neville. Thursday, 7.45, members.—N. R.
The worship of tho so-called dead was hold in deop rovoronco
Goodmayes Avenue (almost opposite Goodmayes Station).
by tho Aryans (p. 294). It is strange that such a radical change
—Morning, Mr. Hanch opened discussion on ‘ Spiritual Gifts.'
should have taken place in their descendants, who seldom give
Evening, Mr. 0. E. Sewell spoke on ‘Psychic Development’ and
thorn even a thought
answered questions.
6th, Mr. R. T. Hutchfield spoke on
Tho book is full of many other interesting facts, but your
‘ Heredity and Environment.'
Sunday next, 11.15, Mr. C. E.
space being limited and valuable, I refrain.—Yours, &o.,
Sewell. 7 p m., Mr. L. I. Gilbertson on ‘ The Mystery of Evil,'
A. K. Venning.
Tuesday, 8 p.m., Mr. Wake and Mrs. Goode,—C, E. St
Los Angeles, Gal., U.S.A.
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Bristol.__ The Spiritual Temple Church,26,Stokes Croft.
—Mrs. Baxter spoke on‘The Christ Spiritin Man’ and ‘ The Angel
of the Lord encampeth around His People.' Miss Whatley sang
two beautiful solos. Church crowded. Sunday next, at 11 a.m.
and 6.30 p.m., and Wednesday, at 7.30, services. Circles :
Wednesday, 8.30, members’ ; Friday, 8, public.—J. L. W.
Peckham.—Lausanne Hall, Lausanne-road.—Morning,
Mr. G. T. Wooderson on ‘ Inspiration ’; evening, Mrs. Alice
Jamrach on^t A Spiritualist’s Idea of God,’ followed by good
descriptions. Sunday next, morning, Mr. Cox, address; Mr.
Abetbell, clairvoyance ; evening, Mrs. Cannock, clairvoyance.
22nd, at 8.15, Mrs. Peeling. 25th, morning, Mr. Geo. Brown ;
evening, Mra Mary Davies, clairvoyance.
Tuesdays, 8.15,
healing.—A. C. S.
Brighton.—Manohestbr-street (opposite Aquarium).—
Addresses by Mr. W. J. Colville : morning subject, ‘True Sensi
tiveness’ evening, ‘Growth of a World Religion.’ On Friday
and Saturday .afternoons and., evenings, he spoke on ‘Psychic
Laws pertaining to Health, Happiness and Prosperity ’; ‘ Stellar
Theology and Masonic Astrology ’ ; ‘ Form, Colours, Numbers
and Names’; and ‘The World’s Bibles.’ His addresses have been
masterpieces of vigour and intellectuality.
He speaks next
Saturday at 3 and 8, and on Sunday at 11, 3 and 7. Tuesday
at 3, private interviews ; at 8, also Wednesday at 3, circles.
Brighton.—Windsor Hall, Windsor-street, Northstbeet.—Mrs. Mary Davies gave excellent addresses and de
scriptions. Sunday next, at 11.15 and 7, Mrs. A. Boddington.
Also Monday, at 8, Is. Tuesdays, 3 and 8, and Wednesdays, 3,
Mra Curiy, clairvoyante. Thursdays, 8.15, circle.—A. C.
Portsmouth. — 54, Commercial-road.—Mrs. Mitchell and
Mr. E. Parker took the services.—J. W. M.
Bournemouth.—Wilberforce Hall, Holdenhurst-road.
—Addresses and descriptions by Mr. F. T. Blake. Also on the 1st.
Nottingham.—Mechanics’ Lecture Hall.—Mr. Horace
Leaf gave addresses and descriptions morning and evening.
Portsmouth.—Mizpah Hall, Waterloo-street.—Good
addresses and descriptions by Mrs. C. C. Curry.—P.
Tottenham.—684, High Road.—Mr. Karl Reynolds spoke
on ‘ Death and the Beyond.’—N. D.
Shepherd’s Bush, W.—Mrs. Annie E. Jeffery spoke on
‘Reminiscences of the Past,’ gave descriptions, and answered
mental questions:—G.
Plymouth. — Oddfellows’ Hall, Morley-stbebt. —
Address by Mr. Blarney ; descriptions by Mrs. Trueman. 7th,
descriptions by Mesdames Trueman and Summers.
Exeter. — Druids’ Hall, Market-street. — Mr. F.
Pearse,of Portsmouth,spoke on ‘The Light that lighteth Every
Man ’ and ‘ Resurrection.’—H. L.
Birmingham. — Dr. Johnson’s-passage, Bull-street.—
Mr. Pilkington gave addresses and conducted Monday afternoon
tea-meeting.—M. K.
Stonehouse, Plymouth.—Unity Hall, Edgcumbe-street.
—Address by Mr. Glavis on ‘ Spiritualism,’ descriptions by Mrs.
Short, solo by Mr. Yeo ; special singing by the choir.
Kentish Town.—17, Prinob of Wales'-oresobnt, N.W.—
Mr. Melini gave address and answered questions. 9th, public
circle, Mrs. E. Cornish.—J.A.P.
Bristol.—Thomas-street Hall, Stokes Croft.—Mrs.
Harvey, of Southampton, gave addresses. Sunday and Monday.
Circles: 6th, members’; 8th, public.—W. G.
Southport.—Hawkshbad Hall. — The West African
coloured medium spoke on ‘ The Spiritual Body ’ and ‘ The
Word was made Flesh,’ and gave descriptions. Also on Monday.
Portsmouth Temple. — Victoria - road South.—Mr. A.
Punter spoke on 1 Love One Another,1 and gave good descrip
tions. 7th, address and good descriptions by Mrs. Richardson.
Southend.—Orowstonb Gymnasium, Northview Drive,
Westcliff-on-Sea.—Address by Mr. Harry Fielder on ‘A
Woman Clothed with the Sun.’ Fully recognised descriptions
by the president. Tests by Mrs. Matthews.—S. E. W.
Manor Park, E.—Third-avbnub, Church-road — Mr.
Harold Carpenter spoke on ‘Visions’ and answered questions.
Sth, ladies’ meeting.
7th, Mrs. Greenwood, address; Mrs.
Lund, descriptions.—E. M.
Reading. — New Hall, Blagravb-strebt.—Morning, Mr.
P. R. Street on ‘ Voices, Visions and Visitants ’; evening, Dr.
Ranking on ‘ Our Relationship to Spirit Life,’ followed by
descriptions by Mrs. 0. Street.
Sth. Mr. P. R. Street gave
auric drawings. 6th, healing guild.—M. L.
Manor Park.—Corner of Shrewsbury and Stronb-road.
—Morning, healing service, Mr. Tilby; evening, Mr. George
Prior on ‘ Sidelights on the Spiritual from World Histories ’;
anthem by choir, soloist Miss Irene Beecham. 10th inst., suc
cessful 1 social ’ and dance in the concert hall at the Manor Park
Library,
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ELEMENTARY TEXT BOOK
OF

MENTAL THERAPEUTICS.
A Complete Course of Instruction in the Theory and
Practice of Mental Healing.

by

W. J. COLVILLE.

A Text book on the study of Health from a Spiritual Stand
point. Simple, Clear, Concise. Full course of twelve
practical lessons dealing with Divine and Human Will:
Their essential agreement: The Creative Work of Thought;
Our Thoughts build our Bodies ; Telepathy, or ThoughtTransference and Hypnotism, with Practical Directions and
Statement of Benents; Intuition the True Educator:
Diagnosis; Correspondence between Mental and Physical
Conditions ; A Practical Lesson on the Most Direct Method
of Spiritual Healing ; Concentration: Its Development and
Use ; The Real Antidote to Hysteria; Practical Illustrations
of the Correspondences between Mental States and their
Physical Expressions.
An effort to show a way out of sadness into joy, and
out of sickness into health.

New Edition.

80 pages, Is. lid. post free.
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THOUGHT LECTURES.
By FATHER STEPHAN0.
Including New Series of Communications.
Given by Automatic Writing through the Mediumship of ‘ Vita ’ and
‘ Mandola,’ two ladies who have had no experience or training in literary
work of any kind.
As the thought of one who has seen beyond earth’s sorrows, it is more
especially a book for the sorrowful and the suffering; it is chiefly to
help such that the lectures were given, and it is to them the book is
dedicated.

Fifth Edition, including Preface by Father Stephano.
121 pp. Price is. 2d. Post Free.
And a Foreword by MISS E. KATHARINE BATES.
‘ The dead are entering into competitive authorship with the living
“ Thought Lectures,” which were given by Father Stephano, who “just
went to sleep” in Yorkshire, in the reign of Henry I., and has just now
been able to find a medium through whom to communicate his thoughts
to mankind, has a great deal to say, and says it well.’—W.T. Stead,
in Review of Review i.

OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT’

110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.O.

Cloth, 666 pp.: 7s. 6d. net, by post 7s. 10d. Foreign and
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GLIMPSES OF THE
NEXT STATE.
By Vice-Admiral W. USBORNE MOORE.
Contents.
Early Psychic Experiences; First Investigation in America; The
Mediums Craddock and Husk; Mental Phenomena in England;
Return of Thomson Jay Hudson; Manifestations at Toledo; The Bangs
Sisters at Chicago; Etherealisations and the Direct Voice; Third
Visit to America; The Voices; Analysis and Correlations; Conclusions.
Appendices: 1, Awakening the So-called Dead; 2, Electrical Con
ditions, U.S. A.; 3, Mr. Hereward Carrington and Fraud; 4, Fraud
and Genuine Phenomena Combined,
This book contains the narrative of a man, wholly devoid
of psychic faculties, who has been led by a ministering
visitant from the next state of consciousness into the inves
tigation of Spiritism.
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THOUGHTS ARE THINGS.
Essays Selected from the
| White Cross Library .
By PRENTICE MULFORD.
List of Contents.—The Material Mind v. the Spiritual
Mind, Who Are Our Relations ? Thought Currents, One
Way to Cultivate Courage, Look Forward, God in the Trees,
Some Laws of Health and Beauty, Museum and Menagerie
Horrors, The God in Yourself, Healing and Renewing Force
of Spring,’Immortality in the Flesh, Attraction of Aspira
tion, The Accession of New Thought.
In beautiful artistic binding. 171 pages.
Price is. 2d. post free net
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NOW READY,

SPIRIT

“M.A. (OXON.yS" GREATEST WORK,

TEACHINGS.

Through the Mediumship of WILLIAM STAINTON MOSES.
By Automatic or Passive Writing.
With a Biography by CHARLTON T. SPEER, and Two Full-Page Portraits.

SYLLABUS

OF SOME

OF

THE SECTIONS:

Pam ex.
Section IX. —The writer’s objections—The reply: neceaan
Introduction.—The method by which the message! were | to dear away rubbish—The Atonement—Further objections of
the writer—The reply—The sign of the cross—The vulgar eon
received—The character of the writing—The communicating
ception of plenary inspiration—The gradual unfolding of th
spirits—The circumstances under which the messages were
God-idea—The Bible the record of a gradual growth in know
written—How far were they tinged by the mind of the
medium?—Power of controlling by will the production of J ledge easily discernible, 4c., 4c.
writing—These communications mark a period of spiritual
Section X.—Further objections of the writer—The replyeducation—And, though to him who received them of great
A comparison between these objections and those wmtk
value, are published with no such claim on others.
assailed the work of Jesus Christ—Spiritualised Christianity
is as little acceptable now—The outcome of spirit-teaching—
Section I.—Special efforts to spead progressive truth at
How far is it reasonable?—An exposition of the belief erza
this special epoch thwarted by the Adversaries—Obstacles in
the way—The efforts now made greater than men think—
pared with the orthodox creed.
Revelation : its continuity—Its deterioration in men’s hands—
SectionXI -The powerful nature of the spiritual influence
The work of destruction must precede that of construction—
exerted on the writer—His argument resumed—The rejoinder
Spirit guides: how given—Spirits who return to earth—The
—No objection to honest doubt-—The decision must be made
Adversaries and their work—Evil—The perpetuation of the
on the merits of what is said, its coherence and moral elec
nature generated on earth—The growth of diaracter—Each
tion—The almost utter worthlessness of what is called opinion
cool to his own place, and to no other—The Devil.
—Beligion not so abstruse a problem as man imagines—Truth
Section II.—The true philanthropist the ideal man—The
the appanage of no sect-—To be found in the philosophy 4
notes of his character—The true philosopher—The notes of
Athenodorns, of Plotinus, of Algazzali, of Achillim, 4c., 4c.
his character—Eternal life—Progressive and contemplative—
Section XIL —The writer’s difficulties—Spirit identity—
God, known only by His ads—The conflict between good and
Divergence among spirits in what they taught—The reply—
evil (a typical message of this period)—These conflicts periodic,
The root-error is a false conception of God and His dealings
especially consequent on the premature withdrawal of spirits
with man—Elucidation at length of this idea—The devil—
from the body: s^., by wars, suicide, or by execution for
Bisk of incursion of evil and obsession applies only to the®
murder—The folly of our methods of dealing with crime,
who, by their own debased nature, attract undeveloped spirit!.
4c.. 4c.
Section XIII.-Further objections of the writer, and state
Section IB.—Physical results of the rapid writing of the 1
ment of his difficulties—The reply—-Patience and prayerfnines
last meeny: headache, and great prostration—Explanation
needed—Prayer—Its benefits and blessings—The spirit-view of
—Punitive and remedial legislation—Asylums and their abuses
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