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Contx>T*.— This intensely interesting work depicts life in the Spirit 
Lands in a thrillinvly intersating narrative, by one who has tasted its 
sorrow in pawing through tho lower plane* to the loftier holiness of the 
supernal realms It is divided into tin- following (motions. in each of 
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Kingdoms of Helf—Through tbe Gates of Gold —Final llappinrea.
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A Philosophy of Life.
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THE COMPANY OF HEAVEN
A Year’s daily readings in Prose and 
Poetry on the Ministry of the Unseen.

* Ji ought to help many tn diaeovar ths wonderful unity of belief 
underlying our own torn r Jo diriaiona, for Bem are words from many, 
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OUR LIFE AFTER DEATH.
11 Sih Edition.MAN AND THE SPIRITUAL WORLD, AS DISCLOSED BY THE BIBLE.
SGth Edition.

THOUGHTS OF THE SPIRITUAL
Sth Edition.

PROBLEMS OF THE SPIRITUAL
6th Edition.

The thousands of grateful letters, received bv tbe author, from 
persena of all ranks in life, and from all quarters of the world, have 
borne wit neat to tbe enlightenment and comfort these books have 
brought io so many. Moreover, the large number of Piers reviews 
concerning them which have appeared, and the fact of the many editions 
through which tbe works have passed, show how widespread and great 
haa been the interest evoked by ibem.

'The Rev. Arthur Chambers baa received conclusive proof that a 
large public la interested in his teaching aa to the future life.’— 
Literary World.

Price of above (each volume), blue cloth, post free 
3s. lOd. each.
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An Open Competition
The Executive Coonci) of the Spiritualist*’ National 

Union, Ltd , invito original designs for a Pictorial Emblem 
for reproduction in aepia. To be drawn in line or colour 
wash The name, via, The Spiritualist*' National Union, 
Ltd., to lie an integral part of the design. Such design to 
bo symbolic of tbe mam truths of Spiritualism. Size of 
actual drawing to be Hin. by I Rin., space being arranged 
either in the body of tho design or at foot thereof for the 
necruary leUrrpn-.i and three signatures. The Executive 
Council of the Ltd., to have the right to alter, if 
necessary, any design accepted to suit their purpose, and such 
design to be and remain the sole property of the S.N.U., Ltd. 
Tbe Executive Council of the S.N.U^ Ltd., offer a prize of £3 
for the accepted design, and £2 for the next beat submitted, 
the decision of the Executive of the S.N.U., Ltd., to be final.

Competitors must submit their designs, addressed to Ma. 
H AJ«»og G. H kv, 30, Gleu Terrace, Clover H iII. Ha 1 ifax, Yorks., 
carriage paid, by January 23rd, 1914. Designs to be signed 
by a Aom de jdume. Nama and address in sealed envelope, 
to be opened after Selection Committee’s decision.

HANSON 0. HEY, Secretary.
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(Including *Tb« Little ! ilgrim Goes Up Higher.’) 
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Cloth, 147 pages, 1/3 net, post free.
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/“) A LJ C D p A remarkable and unique new revelation of 
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Wcw Address.—W. Ronald Brailey wishes to 
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hu addrwn will be: ’Fairlawn,' 24, 8L Mark'n-rvad, laincoater- 
rood. Ladhrnko Grove. W. Bus No. 7 for St. Mark’* rood (Met. Rly.), 
Notting Hill, Ladbroko Grove. (Phone: Park 3117.) _

Ploucester House, 16-18, Gordon-st., Gordon* 
kJ an tiara, London. W.0. (dose to End sleighgardena). A Home 
from Hume; Quiet and Comfortable; Perfect Sanitation ; Central lor 
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tninutre hrelon Station, t mmoles St. I>ner» ami *'"<• '
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Fingers, The Mounts Special Features of the Hand. The Lines of 
tbe Hand—Lines of the Heart, Head, Life and Fate; Hepatic Line; 
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NOTES BY THE WAY.

In our issue of the 6th inst. we printed a letter from 
Mrs. Margaret V. Farrington on ‘ Dr. A J. Davis and 
Aerial Navigation,’ in which the writer suggests that the 
power necessary in aerial flight, to which Dr. Davis alluded, 
is really electrical power. It is a happy suggestion, for 
although the seer alludes to an admixture of ‘ aqueous and 
atmospheric gases ’—which seems to point to the present 
methods of propulsion—be refers elsewhere to the new 
motive power as one that will illuminate our houses in 
bright and cleanly fashion—' spiritualise ’ them is the 
word. Certainly he clearly foresaw both the motoroar 
and tho aeroplane. In another prophetic passage be looks 
forward to the time when tbe propulsive power of the 
aeroplane will be drawn from tbe air itself by tbe aviator 
during his flight. Mrs. Farrington’s references to the new 
engine described in ‘The World's Work’ and to her corre
spondence with Dr. Davis in 1909 are extremely interesting. 
It will, doubtless, be a long time before the great 
philosophical ideas of the Poughkeepsie seer find general 
acceptance. In the meantime it is as well that the truth 
of his forecasts in regard to mechanical inventions should be 
publicly acknowledged.

In her recent address to the London Spiritualist 
Alliance Miss Lind-af-Hageby gave us what we may accept 
as a true interpretation of the mind of the great Swedish 
dramatist, Strindberg, as expressed in his life and works. 
In ‘The Growth of a Soul’ (William Rider and Son, 
Limited, 3s. 6d. net), we have, in the form of a novel, bis 
autobiography, or, at least, a portion of it, for the book 
fills the gap between 'The Son of a Servant and The 
Red Room.' It is at onee a record and a commentary, 
mingling its powerful pictures from life with equally strong 
analyses of impressions. We may deprecate the novel of 
misery,' but when, as in this case, it is from tbe pen of a 
genius it holds us by its intensity and vivid portrayal of 
life. There was no squeamishness about Strindberg—he 
painted tho world as he saw it, and if we shudder at his 
pictures of ita evil side, we have to admit that some of tbe 
horror was there demanding exposure—it was not all the 
effect of a distorted view. The book opens with an 
account of his university life at Upsala in 1867, and 
recounts his adventures up to the year 1872. by which time 
be ‘ had discovered that mon in general are automata,’ and 
had turned dramatist. But then bis play bad been 
rejected and he had often to go dinnerless. Such things 
help to explain bis gloomy outlook on lifo. It was not 
entirely tho result of his psychology. The book owes not 
a little to its translator, Mr. Claud Field, who has done 
his work admirably.

Health being tbe first essential ot happiness, ite imjort 
ance cannot well be exaggerated. In ‘Tbe Vital Balance,’ 
by Messrs. Albert Gresswell and George Grossweil, the 
authore, both medical practitioners, give tu a book of 
valuable advice on the cultivation of health, physical, 
mental and spiritual The book devote* a chapter to 
each. In tbe first we have much useful information con
cerning tbe conditions of bodily health ; the second deals in 
an equally practical fashion with mind control and mental 
healing (we found especial interest in the remarks on music 
as a remedial agent); while tbe tbini, ’ Spiritual Health,' 
deals with the question of ‘Obedience sad ite Reward in 
Divine Protection'; with Reverence, Prophecy. Endurance 
and other ‘ things of the Spirit’ It is an able, concise and 
suggestive little work, and adds a needed element of prac 
ticality to the large literature of right-living that is so 
marked and significant a feature in the book-world of our 
day. It is published by William Rider and Sons, Limited 
(2a

No study of Mysticism can be regarded as adequate 
which ignores the mystical side of Judaism. It is the 
popular view that Judaism is a religion of form, and cere
mony, and routine obedience, but these things have been 
little more than the protective husks of a kernel of inspira
tion. In ‘Jewish Mysticism,' the third volume of tbe 
Quest Series (G. Bell and Sons, Ltd., 2s. 6d. n/'>, the 
author, Mr. J. Abelson, M.A, D.LiL, gives an excellent 
study of the subject, concentrating with great ability the 
salient pointe of the many centuries of literature bearing 
upon his theme. Needless to say, tn tbe compass of a small 
volume it wm impossible to deal exhaustively even with a 
single phase of the subject, but we get more than the 
‘ bird’s-eye anew ’ which the author modestly claims to 
provide. Intellectually alert as is the genius of the Jewish 
race, they have conserved through ages of persecution a 
fine artistic sensitiveness and emotional quahty, the living 
witness of Dr. Abelson’s claim that the legalism and external- 
ism of their religion may well have co-existed with a high 
degree of spirituality and responsiveness to inspiration. It 
is true that tbe Old Testament affords us very little illumi
nation on the subject of tbe soul, but this is amply com
pensated for by the Zobar, wbicb is really a commentary 
on the Hebrew Bible. It shows that Judaism has always 
stood for belief in a soul which iu it* pristine form is pure, 
and which is destined to lire after tbe death of the body.

The author of ‘ Flowers from a Poet’s Garden ’ (G. Bell 
and Son, Ltd., 2s. 6d. nd), shows poetic feeling in some of 
his verses, but his lines are generally lacking in distinction 
either of thought or phrasing. He is fluent enough, but 
that does not prevent such lapses as

. sruls that seek 
To give expression to their union with as much 
Freedom as their coarser garments will allow, 

which is very prosy.
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Further on in the book we find some verm entitled 
‘Your Sails,’ which show not only the same fault of sink
ing into the proaaic, but an irritating mixture of * thee' 
and ’yon.’ There ia little sense of appropriate metre— 
xenons themes are set to a jingling measure, whioh reminds 
us at times of tbo 'Original Poems' of Jane and Ann 
Taylor.

The spirit of man is divine, 
Ah, yes ;

And so is this love of mine, 
More or less.

The kindest expression we can use concerning this quatrain 
is that it is immature. Later in the book, when the 
poet deals with large themes—Life, Death, Nature, Love, 
and Faith—there ia a distinct advance in thought and 
expreuion:—

Tis Love that builds with blue so fathomless 
The arching dome o'erhend ; awakening from 
The heaving ocean all her envious sighs, 
Till she, too, clothes herself in royal blue.

That is very much better, and indeed in tbe poem from 
which this is taken the author shows a certain ability and 
promise. The epic style, indeed, suits him better than tbe 
lyrical one. _________________

Spiritual Prayers.
(From many Shriner.)

0 Eternal Father, life and substance of all the universe ; 
power, light, wisdom, love and goodness—from Whom we exist, 
in Whom ws abide, drawing from Thee all that we are, and 
offering Co Thee our scant words of praise, we raise our thoughts 
to Thee in frank confession of our finitude, yet with unceasing 
love, ever strengthening aspiration, and longing for closer com
panionship with Thee. Accept the poor attempts to embody in 
onr halting speech the beauty of our life with Thee. We feel 
Thy spirit ever present, we gather evidences of Thee wherever 
we turn in tbe great world around. Yet the glory vanishes 
when we would speak of Thy transcendent presence. We can 
only trust that Thou feelest our longing, our unspeakable joy in 
existence, and that, poor as onr witness is, Thou wilt accept it, 
manifesting Thyself iu the lives and souls uf those to whom we 
would extend the band of helpfulness and the word of hope. 
May tbe inshining of Thy Spirit enable us to see the way of 
life leading on, through death, into the realms of light and 
beauty for ever. Amen.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE.

Miss Edith K. Harper delivered a very interesting address 
on ' W. T. Stead and his Work for Spiritualism,’ on Thurs
day evening, the 18th instant, lo the Members and Associates of 
the London Spiritualist Alliance, in the Salon of the Royal 
Society of British Artists, Suffolk Street, Pall Mall. We shall 
commence a full report of this address, accompanied by a por
trait of Miss Harper, in * Lioht ’ of January 3rd, 1914.

•LIGHT' 'TRIAL' SUBSCRIPTION.

Aa an inducement to new and casual readers to become 
subscribers, we will supply ' Light ' for thirteen weeks, post /rec, 
for 2a, aa a ‘ trial' subscription, feeling assured that at the 
termination of that period they will find that they ' cannot do 
without it,' and will then subscribe at the usual rates. May we 
at the same time suggest to those of our regular readers who 
have friends to whom they would like to introduce the paper, 
that they should avail themselves of this offer, and forward to 
US tbe names and addresses of such friends, upon receipt of 
which, together with the requisite postal order, we shall bo 
pleased to send ‘ Light ’ to them by post as stated above ?

A GOOD CASE OF SPIRIT IDENTITY.

Bv A. Vout Prtehs.

One of the most noteworthy things in the experience of the 
student of Spiritualism is the fact that proofs of spirit identity 
come from the least expected quarters, and I think the following 
illustration of that fact is at least interesting.

In 1912 I was in Ireland, and on October 26th, while in the 
city of Dublin, I had a terrible fit of depression. It came 
without any apparent cause, for I was staying at the house of 
very dear friends, who tried in every way to make my visit 
pleasant and happy. From Ireland I crossed over to Scotland, 
and while in Glasgow consulted a lady who called herself a 
palmist. Instead, however, of reading my hand, she gave 
me a psychometric reading from my wrist-watch. The 
lady did not know me, as I was a stranger in that part 
of Great Britain, but all that she told me about my 
life was true. Then she said, ‘ I do not know why, but 
I feel that I must describe some of the spirit people whom I 
see with you.’ I asked her to do so. Among the descriptions 
she gave was one of a dark young man about as tall as my
self. She added : 1 He died across water—that is, not in 
Great Britain.’ I could not recognise the spirit although the 
description was clear. From Scotland I returned to London 
and there I received a letter from South Africa telling me of tbe 
sudden death, on October 26th, of a dear friend of mine. The 
letter was written by his wife. Lunching ou the same day 
with some Spiritualist friends I told them of my loss, whereupon 
one of them, who is a medium, gave me a description of the 
deceased and said ‘ You have brought him in with you.’ After
wards, hoping to get some definite message and help for tbe 
widow, I went to see Mrs. Cannock and gave her tbe letter. 
She described the conditions around my friend as being cloudy and 
dim and complained of pains in the head, but th is I could not un
derstand. A detailed description of his business troubles followed, 
which I was able to verify. ‘But,’ she said, ‘Idonotseeyourfriend ; 
the information ia brought by a spirit whose name is John.’ Now, 
I do not know any of the relations of my friend, and had to 
accept the messages as they came. Then Mrs. Cannock said 
* The name “ Lizzie ” comes.’ This name was also unknown to me. 
During the whole sitting Mrs. Cannock complained of a confused 
head. She told me that the cause of my friend's death was 
ulcer on the heart I wrote a full report of this to the widow 
in South Africa, but did not mention about the head trouble. 
In her reply she said Mrs. Cannock’s description was true, that 
'John' was a young man who had died in Scotland, and 
‘Lizzie’ was his sister, who was still in the flesh, and living iu 
Scotland. All this occurred during December, 1912, and 
January, 1913. Early in October last a gentleman called 
ou me, to whom I said, ‘You knew Mr. M?’ be 
replied, ‘he was working for the same firm as myself. What 
a sad end his was, and how sudden I ’ ‘ Yes,' I responded, 
‘to die in that manner so quickly ! ’ ‘ Yes,’ he said, ‘and in a 
lunatic asylum.’ ‘What!’ I exclaimed, ‘in an asylum?’ 
‘Yea. Did you not know that ten days before ho died he went 
mad, was removed from Johannesburg to Pretoria, and died 
there in a lunatic asylum?’ Here, then, was the last link to the 
chain of evidence, and the meaning of Mrs. Cannock's feeling of 
confusion in the head was clear. But it had taken me from 
December, 1912, to October, 1913, to get the full confirmation* 
Since then my friend hoc come back in many ways. He has 
shown himself in the Highland costume, for he was a Scottish 
Highlander, and be came to me in Wales, partially materialised. 
The evidence of identity is thus complete.

Spiritualists' National Fund op Behkvolesc*—In 
Mrs. Stair's letter on page 699, acknowledging the sums received 
during November, the total should be £30 12* 8d. mates o 
£28 17* Hd., as printed. The difference of £1 16* is accou 
for by the omission of three items—Manor Pari P 
Church. £1 ; Macclesfield, 10* I and Hornsey Ujvia, .
the crediting of Ferndale Society, Glamorgan, with a suns 
Uon of 6»- instead of 6s.

‘ StuwTOALtsH A Philosophy or Line.'—Will those of our 
readers who kindly promised that if the articles by Mr. W. 
H. Evnoaon ' Spiritualism a Philosophy of Life’ were published 
in book form they would purcbaw copies p[vaac send . 
order. ? The volume is now ready, bound ,n cloth gf)H 
price la. i post free U. 2d. Two coplea, p^ f >
three copies, post free, 3* 4d. i four copies, post free j, h’,' 
six copies, post free, 6s. 6d< ' ' >'
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rest for the weary. A SPIRIT COMMUNICATION CONFIRMED.

What a profound significance there is in these words— 
* There the weary are at rest ! ’—not only the physically weary, 
but the sin-weary ; the poor burdened soul that was ' pressed 
down by the corruptible body ’; the baffled, misled mind, 
‘ weighed down by the earthly tabernacle’ ; the spirit that only 
needed kind Death to make it saved and free. And so, in that 
day of tbe Lord, when we all go home, we may all prove—even 
the sin-stained may prove—that it is a gain to die. Then 
shall we all be 'born again,' in a higher sense even than Jesus 
meant ; for then will the dust and scars aud fetters of the body 
fall away, and tbe spirit be put in full possession of itself.

But, even in those exceptional cases when physical does 
not result in spiritual evil, it is still almost inevitable that 
spiritual weariness will result, and that, at times, the light 
of life will wane, and leave but a failing faith and a halting 
hope. For say what we will, it is hard to believe all along 
in a good Father, when all along the poor body is worn, and 
the struggling mind is harassed with pain. Or, if tbe brave 
and confiding soul does hold by its faith, none the less does 
it become weary in the struggle. For this weariness also, 
rest is reserved—the rest not of unconsciousness, but of 
emancipation—the rest of the clear shining of the Fathers 
face—the rest which comes with explanations, with satisfac
tions, with content—with life’s battle fought and won.

So then, let us all say—

On that wonderful day
When I am still on the bed, 

Smile thro' your weeping aud say : 
He is gone by the upland way !—

Do not say I am dead.
Say I am freed from the fires 

Heated seven times red— 
From the heart that vainly aspires, 
From the hunger of blind desires ;

Do not say I am dead.
Say ; ’Tis the dying is past i 
Say : He is living at last !

Do not say I am dead.
But it here becomes us to emphasise what I just now indicated— 
that the ‘rest’ of which we speak is not inaction, but only 
emancipation. The rest of our Father's home is not the rest of 
indolence, much less of selfishness. We want no heavenly 
fairy-land, no silent scene of mere repose. We want no mental 
desolation, no spiritual sloth. We want no cessation from 
exertion but a condition of being that shall bring us no need of 
cessation ; and a world where, with increased activity, the toil- 
worn body shall be unknown ; where work shall not cease, but 
only cease to be wearisome, and where unceasing employment 
shall be unbroken delight.

And now, let these three thoughts remain with us : —
Departure into the unseen makes no change in those who go, 

except in their advancement. We shall see again the dear old 
faces.

God does not send strange flowers every year.
When the Spring winds blow o'er the pleasant places. 
The same dear things lift up the same fair faces.

The violet is here.
It all comes back—the odour, grace, and hue ;
Each sweet relation of its life repeated :
No blank is left ; no looking-for is cheated ;

It is the thing we knew.
So, after tho death-winter it must be.
God will not put strange signs in the heavenly places ;
The old love shall look out from the old faces.

Departure into the unseen is essentially a happy thing—a 
very natural and beautiful thing. Death is as beautiful as life 
__dying as natural as being born : and, if we were very wise, 
wc should know that it is advancement and a gain to die.

Departure into the unseen is not departure into solitude, but 
to the oldest ami to the greatest number of friends. We are 
going, not to be amazed, not to try a lonely experiment in a 
st range land, but to enter a fuller life. We are going home.

J. P. II.

In ‘The Quest of the Spirit,' by ' A Pilgrim of the Way' the 
author outlines the main facts of a good case of spirit identity, 
which facts show that self-deception, hallucination, telepathy, or 
fraud on tbe part of others is out of the question ; each of 
these being rendered impossible by the peculiar cross-circum
stances of tbe two sides of the case. The facts given are as 
follows:—

One night, after a day's hard study. I was trying to go to 
sleep, but found sleep impossible, when suddenly the distinct 
form of a woman appeared before me. She stood between my 
bed aud the window, and I remember that I could dimly see 
through the figure.

The apparition spoke in a faint but distinct voice—gave me 
her name, date of her death; together with the name and 
address of an unknown stranger whom she state! to be her son. 
Here she related a certain circumstance in her life ; then asked 
me to write to her son and convey this information ; adding, 
that for reasons, which I would know later, it was important 
for us to know each other.

Acting on tbe spur of the moment I got out of bed and made 
a note of the facts, promising to write to the son. Not until I 
had completed the memoranda did the figure speak again. Turn
ing half round, it said : ‘ Thank you, my friend,' then the vision 
disappeared. Now, if I was really asleep before, I was certainly 
very wide awake when the figure vanished. I tried to persuade 
myself that it was a dream—but there was the writing with the 
names. Ac. I had heard of strange tricks performed by som
nambulists, and finally, felt that that must be the explanation. 
I put the thing out of my mind. The idea of writing what I 
considered nonsense to a fictitious stranger appeared to be the 
height of absurdity.

Nearly two years passed by, and the entire circumstance was 
completely forgotten, when again I had a dream—this time a 
real one. Upon retiring, I had fallen asleep at once. In my 
dream the same woman again appeared. This time there was no 
communication whatever—nothing but a look of profound 
sorrow. A feeling of remorse came over me. I remembered my 
former promise : but somehow I felt myself incapable of asking 
questions. I awoke feeling heartily ashamed of myself. Again, 
of coarse, consoling myself with the thought that it was only a 
dream. Nevertheless, I could not, do whit I would, nd myself 
of the haunting look of that sorrowful face. I determined to 
write to the address given to me previously. I did, and quite 
contrary to my expectation received an answer in due course. 
Now for the first time 1 was really astounded. A thorough 
investigation followed. Every detail of the first vision was con
firmed. But a still greater wonder was to follow, I found that 
it was no trivial affair but one of the last importance to me, 
which became, and still is, a dominating influence in iny life.

Now for the other side of tbe story which to me, in view of 
my own experience, appeared the most remarkable :

About the same time that the first vision appeared to me, a 
gentleman residing nearly two thousand miles from where I was 
staying, received a communication through the mediumship of 
a woman-friend of unusual psychic gifts. Only her immediate 
friends were aware of her abnormal power. This communication, 
purporting to come from his mother, who had been dead many 
years, stated that before many days he would receive a letter 
from a stranger who would ask certain questions and state 
certain things that would convince him of her identity. It is 
important here to say that he was very sceptical in spiritual 
matters. Weeks passed away. No letter was received. 
So he merely looked upon it as one of the ‘ misses ’ of 
mediumship.

About a year and a half afterwards another communication 
was received through the same source, saying ; ‘ Be patient ; 
wait; I shall succeed.’ However, he paid no attention to this. 
After five or six months’ further delay, the unlooked-for letter 
arrived. 1 need not add that it was mine.

Tbe promise of two years before was fulfilled. The expla
nations on both sides being compired left no room for doubt in 
any sensible mind. Only the most confirmed sceptic, who would 
refuse any testimony against his prejudice, could remain un
convinced.

' Ann progress has its inception in visions. When we think 
of the spiritual forces fermenting in the world to-day, does not 
mere common sense assure us that the world of the twenty-first 
century will be something so incredibly different that we may 
almost say of any forecast, ‘‘The more visionary the more 
probable ” ? And is it not the truest wisdom to go forth to 
meet the noblest vision 1*



616 LI

OF/rcg of 'MoHr.' iw sr. martin's lane. 
LONDON, W.C.

SATOHDAV, DECEMBER 27ra, 19IX

Sight:
A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research.

Puci Twornci Wmiv
COMMIT(CATIONS intended to be printed nbnuld tm addreawd to 

lhe Kdilor. Office of * Light, 110, St Martin's Lane. London, W.C. 
BtMineM cnmmunicattons should in all cneea be add rawed to Mr. 
F. W. South, Office of 'Lioht,' to whom Cheque* aud Foetal 
Orders should be made payable

fid Ism piton Rales—’Lioht ' may be had freebv pat on the following 
term# —Twelve moolbA, tOM 10d ; six months, fin. fid. Fay menu 
Li l«- made in ndvuoe. To United States, 2dul. 70c, To France, 
Italy, Aa, 13 francs £0 centimes To Germany, 11 marks 25 pfg.

Wh4r«ale Amenta: Messrs. Simpkin, Mamba 11, Hamilton, Kent and 
Co., Lu*. JI, Fstvrncsrter-rvw, London, EC., and 'Lioht' can be 
ordered through aU Newaagonta and BookMUere.

APPLICATIONS ty Members and Associates of the London Spiril- 
uslni Albanos, Ltd . for the loan of books from the Alliance 
Lilmry should I* eddremnd to the Librarian, Mr B. D. Godfrey, 
Ut!k< of ihe Alliance. 110. St. Marti n't-Une, W.G

IW-A RETROSPECT AND A FORECAST.

Not in vain lor noma ol in has .Maeterlinck it Iter m! 
hl. msniunble warning against the glamour of the Pant, 
with it* power to hold u« tn bondage, and to weaken our 
hold on the Preterit. Those of ut who ore given to 
' puturo on the past,’ as an old contributor baa happily 
phrased it, illmtrate tbe necessity of the warning by a 
diapotition to draw comparisons between the old times 
and tho now, always to tho detriment of the new. We 
could never quite agree, for while in some particular 
instances it might truthfully be said that the present has 
fallen helnw the level of the pint, those i ri stances may be 
only cMual episode. in a groat field of progressive activity, 
and the very deterioration shown in the cases selected 
may actually be a symptom of the general improvement— 
tho old growtho decay and die that the new mny have 
room to develop and flourish.

In looking back over tbe year that has gone, however, 
wo are In no great danger from tho seductive charms of the 
put. It ia too new loo recent, il lacks tbe distance that 
lend, enchantment. The impression it left on our minds 
is (till fresh, and for that reason we propose to make our 
retrospect an ' impressionist ’ flatter rather than a com
mentary on a catalogue of events.

Some months ago on this page we dealt with that new 
spirit which, crude and forceful in its beginnings, is at 
work to question, to challenge and remorselessly to destroy 
all that which can give no satisfactory account of itself. We 
Me il at work in religion, in politics and, very strongly, in 
commerce. It is known in some quarters by tho not very 
exalted title of the 1 Business Spirit.' It tries and tests 
and searches—it abhors sham pretensions and futility. It 
was strongly at work during the year 1913. like a keen 
wind blowing over the whole face of civilisation and 
eddying in the nooks and comers of the social fabric- 
War I War must go, said the now spirit, war is idiocy, 
as ruinous to tho victor as to tbe vanquished, and the 
hooks and lectures of that groat reformer Norman Angell 
circulated in thousands in several languages, and were 
read and approved in the high places of tbe earth. 
Poverty I Out with it! It is wasteful of energy nnd 
life. We will all fight it, our quarrels being simply as 
to the most effective means of stamping it out. Disease 1 
Verdict and judgment much the same.

On every hand wc hear the stir of mighty forces at 
work intent on rooting out old abu.es, and behind tho.c 
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forces wc discern the impelling influence of the powers of 
the higher world. When the ice-bound river begins to 
thaw there is much cracking, and tho grinding, surging 
and crashing of broken masses of ice against each other. 
But there are no hammers and engines at work on it_  
only soft airs and sunshine—the‘ethereal influence' of tbe 
Spring.

Tbe perception of spiritual powers at work in the pro
gress of humanity at large is the especial privilege of the 
Spiritualist. He has learned, sometimes in apparently 
trivial ways, of the existence of a world beyond in which 
the great and small of this world continue, each in his 
measure, the business of life. That knowledge became 
very widely’ extended and discussed during the year 1913. 
It was set out in some phase or other in a multitude of 
books, it was the subject of a momentous declaration by 
one of our greatest scientists at a national scientific con
clave; it emerged in newspapers and periodica] literature 
in n way' that to the shrewd observer suggested that the 
writers were only‘wailing for a lead’—the old note of 
ridicule and ‘cocksure’ denial was absent, or at the most 
half hearted. It was at least significant that a magazine 
controlled by a Napoleon of the Press—a man whose pre
science is proverbial, who touches nothing concerning tbe 
future of which he is doubtful—has during the past 
year opened its columns to articles descriptive of psychic 
phenomena.

And now what of tbe progress of Spiritualism itself in 
its aspect of a specialised movement 1 Putting aside the 
consideration that the work of Spiritualism is mainly a 
matter of permeation, its influence cropping up every
where, often in unexpected and remote quarters, we have 
no reason to be dissatisfied with our year’s work. We 
have suffered, of course, by death—wc think of Mr. James 
Robertson and Mrs. Annie Bright,to name but two of the 
prominent workers whose presence we could ill spare—and 
by the social upheavals of the time. But in these respects 
we have merely shared the common lot. The balance of 
good is still on the right side. Our light flickers at 
times in the wind but is in no danger of being 
extinguished, for, indeed, the wind that is blowing 
to-day is to us tho wind of the Spirit. ‘The Voices’ 
have spoken many times during the year, and their 
messages, rather implied than expressed, are full of 
meaning and of hope. Spiritual gifts are on the increase, 
and if they are not always devoted to the most spiritual 
uses, something must be laid to the charge of that compe
titive system which has so greatly increased the struggle 
for life, and which by its very fury is now working itself 
out. 1913 was for some of us an unlucky and painful year, 
but it has added its sheaf to the general harvest. It was a 
year of tension and testing, a year of tbe inception of 
certain things yet to be brought to light—new wonders in 
an age of wonders—for the Time Spirit worked in secret 
ways during the year which has passed. Finally, let us 
say with Keats

And other Spirits there are standing apart 
Upon the forebead of the age to come— 

These, these will give the world another heart 
And other pulses. Hear ye not the hum

Of mighty workings ?-----------
Listen awhile, ye nations, and be dumb.

Lira is for and the best use we can make of it is to 
exercise rationally all our powers and npop doing so to tbe 
utmost—to take pleasure in what wo think and do and do it 
well, thoroughly, gladly, nnd happily. Why not I The attitude 
of cheerfulness is better for ourselves and certainly more con
ducive to goodwill in others than tbe depressing influence of 
those who pessimistically regard thia world as a ‘ vale of tears’ 
and postpone their joys until they reach heaven hereafter, 
* Heaven here, now, and all the time,* is our motto.
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A SPIRIT'S LEAVE-TAKING.

Amongst many interesting records of theatre events is one 
telling of the Boxing Night Drury Lane riot, when a tragic and 
disastrous turn was given to the pantomime which, failing to 
meet the requirements of the pit audience, raised a spirit of 
malicious devilry amongst them, ending in a free fight, when 
seats were wrenched from their holdings (they were single 
wooden planks in those days) and used as weapons, offensive and 
defensive, by the rioters with unreasoning fury. In the wild 
stampede which ensued, many peaceful and innocent persons 
were trampled to death.

The following incident told by the sister of one of the 
victims is worthy of notice, its truth being vouched for at the 
time as indisputable. She was then a young girl and lived with 
her mother and brother in a curious old house in Coldbath
square, Clerkenwell. A remarkable feature of the house was 
its inner hall, which was furnished as a sitting-room, and used 
by the family as such owing to its comfort and size. It had a 
large open fire-place, beside which was a cosy, deep-seated 
settle.

On the Boxing Night in question Joe, the brother, had gone 
to Drury Lane with his greatest chum, who lived with his 
parents a few doors off.

Joe’s mother and sister had promised to sit up for him to 
hear about the pantomime, for in those days it created an excite
ment which w'ould be thought childish even by youngsters of 
tbe present time.

No uneasiness was felt by Joe’s relations till past midnight, 
as probably he would stay to gossip with his chum’s parents, 
but when one o’clock came and still he did not appear his 
mother became anxious and strove to hide her fears under 
apparent wrath at his unusual dissipation. At length her 
motherly love would not allow her to remain inactive, so she 
decided to go and bring Joe home from their neighbour’s house, 
where she conjectured a Christmas supper had proved too 
alluring for his resistance.

Accordingly, she went out of the front door, leaving her 
daughter cosily curled up on the settle, making a pretence of 
doing needlework to keep herself awake.

It was scarcely a quarter of an hour later when the opening 
of the front door caused her to look up, and to her surprise she 
saw Joe come in alone.

' Well, Joe,’ she said, 1 you are a naughty boy to keep us up 
so late. Mother is quite angry with you, and has taken the 
rouble to go and fetch you.’

Without saying a word Joe walked straight across the hall 
and went up the stairs.

‘ The pantomime has evidently not agreed with you,’ his 
sister called out teasingly ; and, with wonder and a certain 
amount of indignation at his behaviour, she awaited her 
mother's return. In about ten minutes she came in, looking 
much distressed, as she had not found Joe.

‘ It is all right, mother,' said her daughter ; ‘Joe is home.’
* Is he ? When did he come in i ’
* About ten minutes ago. But he seemed very done up and 

strange, and went to bed at once.’
‘Thank goodness ! I imagined all kinds of things, as he is 

not a boy to stay out late without preparing me.’
Having put down the fire and extinguished the lights, 

mother and daughter went up to bed, and, as was her custom, 
the mother turned into Joe’s room to give him her final kiss. 
An exclamation of dismay made tho sister rush to her side.

Joe's bed was empty I There was no sign that he had been 
in his room that evening.

The rest of the night can be better imagined than described. 
The mother was alternately in a fever of doubt and anxiety or 
heaping reproaches on her daughter for her persistence in 
repeating that Joe most certainly had returned and must have 
left the house again by stealth.

When the awful story of the Lane riot reached their ears 
next morning their remorse and sorrow were unbounded. 
Hastening to the theatre they joined the crowd of anxious 
seekers for relations amongst the ghastly burdens being borne 
from the scene of disorder. Too soon their worst fears were 

realised and they could only hope and pray that the death agony 
depicted on poor Joe's face had ’ en mercifully shortened.

Now, Joe’s sister never concerned herself with ‘spiritual’ 
matters, nor suspected she was endowed with the precious gift 
of being able to lift the veil, but the fact remains that she was 
permitted to see her brother whose departing spirit must have 
been drawn once again to his home, ere he passed beyond it The 
thought that at any moment a like rerelation may be accorded 
to readers is infinitely cheering.

E. P. Medley.

Mb. W. H. Evass.

The publication in book form of the valuable expositor}' articles 
on ‘Spiritualism; A Philosophy of Life, by Mr. W. H. Erans, 
which appeared in ‘ Light in the early part of the present year, 
makes it opportune for us to give the above portrait of Mr. Evans, 
so that our readers may be able to associate the man with 
his work.

Mr. Evans is thirty-six years of age and has been an exponent 
of Spiritualism both as a trance an 1 inspirational medium for 
sixteen years. He has been twice restored to health from dangerous 
illnesses by spirit power. His pen has been at the service of the 
cause for the past fifteen years. He has contributed to the 
Spiritualistic and other journals in America as well as in this 
country Mr. Evans has an impression that he may some day 
travel to South \frica and other countries as an apostle of the 
modern spiritual dispensation, but he is content to write and wait 
until the way is clear before him.

THE VISION GLORIOUS.

‘ For practical purposes, and for our ordinary life, the belief 
iu encompassing and encamping angels may be of the highest 
value. It supplies a delightful hope for the end of life here. 
For millions this is all that is needed. “ That black veil which 
Jies before me is so gloomy ; and the beyond is so unknown !— 
if only some kind angel will wait for me—what a salvation that 
will be 1" This is the secret cry of millions. Jesus understood 
it; and so he said to the poor tremblers who surrounded him, 
" Let not your hearts be troubled. Ye believe in God, believe 
in me. I shall live and ye will live. I go to prepare a place 
for you ; and if I go and prepare a place for you I will come 
again, aud receive you unto myself.” And what he said, every 
good brother, teacher, busband, wife, or child might say. There 
are many reasons for believing these things. And in such a 
wonderful world as this, full of such depths of mystery, one 
should stand ready for any revelation, and not be surprised 
to find that any vision, however glorious, may come 
true.—H.
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A FINE RECORD OF HELPFUL MINISTRY.

We Im vo reeel veil the report and balance-sheet, from 
Aogurt 1st, 1912. to July 31st, of tho Purity, Rescue 
■nd Temperance Work of the Central South London Free 
Church Council. The Council has now entered upon the 
twentieth year of its crusade against the vices of the metropolis, 
and through the increase of its staff of enquiry officers aud 
the constant impartation of information obtained by corre
spondence, &c, it has been enabled to extend the area of its 
operations. Mr. Bairstow, the Council’s agent, gives a long 
lint of prosecutions which it has initiated during the year. 
He pays a tribute to the police, who have worked side by side 
with himself nnd his helpers in the prosecution of the keepers

of houses of ill fame, and have shown equal energy in running 
to earth the men who live on the prostitution of women. The 
provisions of the White Slave Traffic Act have, he states, been 
specially helpful, and have, with the Vagrancy Act of 1898 
and other statutes, led to a large number of convictions. 
II we admire the moral courage needed for such work, 
what shall be said ot that of a woman like Sister Margaret, 
who, with unwearied patience, searches the streets through tong 
nights to Hud foolish, strayed young people and snatch them 
from the grip of designing women and evil men, * often at the 
risk of personal violence and sometimes in the realisation of it’ 7 
Ijut year she rescued forty-six girls from an evil life and saved 
fifty eight others from entering'iL In bis foreword the hon. 
superintendent, tho Rev. F. B. Meyer, B.A., D.D., refers to the 
history of the great work done by Mr. Bairstow and Sister 
Margaret as, >u his belief, ‘ unexampled in any city of the 
World,1 and deserving to be 1 immortalised in letters of gold.1 
Hu adds; ‘The quickened interest in these great issues which 
il manifesting itself iu many places, and which is culminating 
under tho lend of the Bishop of London, ia one of the indirect 
results of this great crusade in South London. The financial 
state of the work is not satisfactory, and entails a great burden 
uf anilely on thorn immediately responsible.’ Contributions 
should be forwarded to Dr. Richards, 19, .Champion-grove, 
Camberwell, SW.

1 “ Liam " I treasure. There is so much in it to console and 
encourage, and Spiritualism lias made me ding to Ila God-given 
•olace.1—J. 8.

Snnnt ALiasi ar Wimulkion.—The flrat meeting nl 
Wimbledon for the purpose of bringing the claims uf Spiritu
alism before the inhabitants of the town was held on 
Wednesday, the 17lh insL, under the able chairmanship of 
Vice-Admiral W. Usborne Moore, when Mr. E. W. Wallis 
delivered an explanatory ad'lress to a large end intelligent 
audience, which included a number of friends from Kingston- 
on-Thames. Nearly an hour wan spent in questions and 
answers alter the address, nnd it is anticipated that as a result

the Interest aroused a local society will be formed.

This report gives a fins record of helpful ministry of which 
all lovers of humanity may well be proud. But what a sad, 
a deplorable state of things it reveals I It is simply heart
breaking that iu these days such vice and villainy exist as to 
make necessary the protective and redemptive work of this 
Council.
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RECEPTION TO THE REV. SUSANNA HARRIS.

On Friday, the 12th insL, a largely attended ‘ At Home ' 
and Reception in honour of the Rev. Susanna Harris, of 
Washington, D.G., U.S.A, was given by Madame Ln Comtesse 
Tomasevic (Mabel Munro) nt the Arts Centre, Mortimer-street, 
W. Dr. Abraham Wallace presided, and read apologies from 
many well-known Spiritualists expressing regret at their 
inability to attend. Dr. Wallace referred to the fact that he 
had formerly been a member of a committee of which the late 
Mr. George Spriggs was convener, which was established in 
connection with the London Spiritualist Alliance to welcome 
all mediums visiting London, to show them some hospitality, 
and to encourage them in their work. Though that committee 
had lapsed, he was pleased to function unofficially and to 
express to the Rev. Susanna Harris the goodwill of London 
Spiritualists and thank her for coming amongst them to give 
them an opportunity of witnessing the characteristic phase of her 
mediumship resulting in trumpet phenomena.

Mrs. Harris feelingly replied,and told of the early stages of her 
mediumship when she lost a little girl, who became her control 
* Harmony,’ and who is quite an essential element in the good 
conduct of all her stances.

La Comtesse Tomasevic, Count Hamon and Mr. Stanley 
Watts testified to the wonderful results they had witnessed in 
connection with Mrs. Harris’s mediumship.

Scotch songs were sung by the hostess, Miss Floyd Atiston 
contributed from her repertoire, and Count Hamon recited ‘ If 
we only Knew,' a charming poem produced after attending a 
stance.

A pleasant meeliug closed with the singing of ‘Auld Lang 
Syne.’ __________________

A GLORIOUS TRUTH.

What a glorious truth it is that we are ever companioned 
about by God’s ministering spirits ; that where two or three 
gather together in the search for truth and knowledge and 
understanding, they are in their midst and that to bless 
them I—even though some good folk may think that such 
truth-seekers are ignorant and unwise. Thousands of people 
during the past sixty-five years have had heart-to-heart talks 
with their spirit-friends. To many Spiritualism has been 
a light on their way, a staff in their hands, a comforter 
in trouble and a strength in weakness. They have thanked 
God for ite blessings and have declared that it has made them 
happier, better, truer, purer, more earnest, useful and loving. 
It has opened the door for them into God's universal life and 
love. Surely criticism and condemnation such as Mr. Raupert’s 
and Monsignor Benson’s are out of place !

Spirit identity has been firmly established to the satisfaction 
of thousands of intelligent students, and the beneficial results 
of mediumship and of co-operation with spirit inspirers have 
lieen too many and too marked for such persons to give 
much heed to those who talk of ' credulity,’ * pretended 
identity,’ ‘ whited sepulchres,’ &c. That sort of talk only 
reveals the standpoints of those who do not know tho truth 
or who hate all truth that is not of the pattern which they 
approve.

Spiritualism has no message for the self-righteous, or for 
those who are content to accept priestly dogmas, or for those 
who are not conscious of their need of its helpful und beneficent 
power. Such persons do not realise that it is truly a gospel 
of glad tidings—the good nows that there is no dealh—a 
gospel that reveals the progressive, helpful, loving nnd joyous 
life of the departed.

Responsive to the call of tho Divine Spirit to ’come up 
higher,' tho awakened spirit, understands that eternal life is 
attained by those who, loving Truth, Purity and Goodness, 
co-operate with God's ministering spirits, both in and out of 
tho body, in tho divine service of helpfulness to struggling, 
suffering humanity.

Wi shall give the full programme of the forthcoming 
work of the London Spiritualist Alliance iu our next ..... 111 ' * • WUC,
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ITEMS OF INTEREST.

The following paragraph appeared in a recent issue of the 
Manchester Guardian:—“‘Hindle Wakes" was played last 
night at Manchester, and probably there was not a soul in the 
theatre unconscious of the presence of the author.’ Did the 
writer mean that, we wonder, or was he only speaking figura
tively 1

Spiritualists of all shades and varieties believe iu the 
survival of the spirit after its separation from the body, in the 
progress of the spirit in the after-life, in spiritual inter-com
munion between the two sides of the veil, in the possibility of 
spiritual aid both from the other side to this side and from this 
side to the other side, and in the recognition of loved ones in 
the beyond and the re-uniting or continuity of spiritual ties.

Gerald Massey well says : 1 The religion of the future has got to 
include Spiritualism. It has to be a sincerity of life, in place of 
pretended belief ; a religion of science instead of superstition ; 
a religion in which the temple reared to God will be in 
human form, instead of being built of brick or stone ; a 
religion of work rather than worship ; and in place of the 
deathly creeds, a religion of life—life actual, life here, life 
now, as well as the promise of life everlasting.'

An esteemed correspondent states that she has been informed 
that ‘ it is known clairvoyantly among Theoaophists that at the 
time of the Moslem invasion of Constantinople the monks con
cealed some precious documents regarding Jesus in the great 
church of St. Sophia. There they are still, built into the 
wall, high up, and a secret staircase in one of the pillars leads 
up to the hiding place.’ She has also been informed that ‘Mrs. 
Besant, like many mediums, does not prepare her lectures, but, 
when she is speaking, what she says is given to her at the time, 
although she can alter the wording if she likes and choose how 
to say what she is told.’ ‘ This looks,' says our correspondent, 
as though Mrs. Besant were an inspirational medium. What a 

loss is Dr. A. R. Wallace, splendid to the last and a great 
teacher! Can any of the "Masters” of Theosophy equal him !'

All those who come into direct communication with what is 
best in the spiritual world affirm that ‘love’ and ‘joy’ are the 
two words which come through most frequently ; at times these 
words will be repeated over and over again, as though the loving 
soul on the other side were struggling to impress their import
ance on our minds. Love, joy, peace—that is Heaven, where 
we are all, every one of us, going some day, though to get there 
wcare choosing different roads, and, of a truth, some of us choose 
queer ways of getting to Heaven ! Fantastic are the paths we 
wander in, but ever above aud around us are the everlasting 
arms, and could we but hear, when our hearts fail us, ever a 
still small voice whispers to our weary spirits : 1 Fear not, 
little Hock, it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom.'

It is essential that we should grasp the fact that God works 
through natural laws. Inspiration is really receptivity, and 
Revelation is really discovery. God is nowhere excluded and 
nowhere inoperative: and this is true all the way along the 
grades of life fiom a blade of grass to the ecstasy of a seraph. 
Tho law of Evolution applies to the mind as well as to the body, 
aud to the consciouce as well as to the mind. Suggestions from 
the Unseen wo may reasonably believe in, but these suggestions 
are as real in the origin or transformation of species in plants 
as in the awakening of longings in Man. It is not a finished 
Creation, nor has t.he Creator ever ‘rested from all His work.’ 
Ho is both Creator and Inspirer, and both creation and inspira
tion occur through progressive changes in harmony with natural 
low. All revelation is from above, working through what is 
beneath, just M all harvests are from above working through 
what is beneath.

Mr. James M. Stevenson, the esteemed president of the 
Dundee Society of Spiritualists, sends us a copy of an address 
which he received from his spirit friends, partly by ' automatic' 
and partly by ‘inspirational’ writing. Mr. Stevenson has 
recently been seriously unwell, and to save him from any undue 
strain his controls, instead of entrancing him, as formerly, 
have taken this method of giving their addresses to him before
hand. We regret we are unable to do more than briefly sum
marise its main points as follows : The mission of the spirits is 
to promote tho knowledge of truth nnd thereby dispel erroneous 
and superstitious beliefs regarding God and the future life. 
Their gospel (one uf real 'glad tidings'), based on their own 
♦iporienoe in the legions beyond the grave, is that human beings 
are children of the AH* Father ami Mother Gori—conscious, in

dividualised thoughts of the Supreme Spirit, with all the 
divine potentialities and possibilities inherent in their nature 
which such heredity guarantees. Death is but an incident in 
the spirit's career and love unites the Iwo worlds. By our 
birthright, as sons and daughters of the Almighty, we can ever 
ascend to higher altitudes of knowledge and wisdom in the 
countless icons of eternity. Man cannot be eternally lost; he 
must somehow and at some time trend towards the fulfilment 
of his destiny. He must liear the consequences of his motives 
and deeds, according to tbe light within him, and bitter and 
terrible they may be ; but he cannot be lost. The dawning 
time will come to him, and he will ultimately realise and re
joice in the knowledge that he is a child of the Eternal.

Miss Susie C. Clark, writing in ‘The Banner of Life,’ says : 
‘ The great and good man and scholar, Swedenborg, on his 
death-bed, when asked if he would like to retract any of 
his statements and voluminous writings regarding spirit life and 
intercourse between the two states of existence, with deepest 
fervour, again and again reiterated their verity, adding that 
“ within eighty years events will transpire of such marvel aa to 
bring this matter to universal attention," thus plainly revealing 
in what important estimate he held tbe “dawning light” of 
1848, for it was just six years ami two days “ within eighty years ” 
that the light dawned, as this great seer died on March 29th, 
1772. It was at Hydesville that the first intelligent response 
from the hitherto silent world to questions from this plane was 
gained and human attention was arrested. The angels hail to 
stoop to conquer, to gain for themselves recognition. The 
demonstration was not confined to this locality, for all over the 
country, in remote and widely separated hamlets, phenomena 
occurred, as the hour for human enlightenment, in modern times, 
had struck.'

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

The Editor is not responsible for the opinions repressed by correspon
dents, and sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for 
the purpose of presenting views which may elicit discussion. 
In every case the letter must be accompanied by the writer’s 
name and address, not necessarily for publication, but as a 
guarantee of good faith.

After Many Days—Light.
Sir,—The following experience will probably be of interest 

to your readers.
To make my story quite clear I must first explain that my 

father was a civil engineer, a scholarly gentleman, an expert 
mathematician and deeply interested in all scientific discovery ; 
he never to my knowledge knew anything of Spiritualism, and 
died eight or nine years before the subject came to my own 
notice. When it did come, I was its most determined opponent, 
and only after hearing the experiences of friends, and 
attending several stances with Mr. and Mrs, Everitt, did I 
come to think there might be ‘something in it-’ But I 
declared that if it were really true that our dear ones could return, 
then my father would be sure to discover the method and 
communicate with me in some way. Alas, no sign was given 
me, nnd ns the years went on, my brother, our baby and my 
mother all passed away one after the other. Then two years 
ago, my sister went very suddenly. We had always called her 
Fanny or Fan, and though she was christened Frances, no one 
outside the family knew that that was her name. Now comes 
my experience.

I had known Mr. Aaron Wilkinson as a medium for some 
years, but he has never known anything of my family nor my 
maiden mime. He came one day a few mouths ago to have 
lunch with us, and we afterwards sat chatting about his work, 
when suddenly he was controlled, and speaking to myself said, 
' Lady, there is a gentleman here who knows you ; he says his 
name is J. S. [giving me my father's full name], and tells me to 
tell you that he is not often in your home as his work 
is elsewhere and he only comes as occasion requires. He also 
bids me say that, though it is many years since fie passed away, 
you are not, therefore, to think bis affection is weakened, but 
rather the reverse. He views with deep sympathy your 
sorrow and care, but you are to be patient; it will all pass and 
one day be made plain. He also says that the family circle 
is not broken for Fanny has come home, and again I am to 
impress upon you that all is «vW with Frances, aud "As your 
day so shall your strength be.” '

The last sentence is very characteristic of my father, for 
though he was not at all a goody-goody man he oft< u quoted 
scripture for our comfort or admonition, and so bis message 
came lo me after ho had passed from this life for tbiily 
years. Fours, Ac.,

L. Nevatt,
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'Cheiro'*' Teslimony to Mr». Harris's Mediumship.
Sir,—In ' Lioht’ of the 13th there is a report of a stance 

which some members of your stall had with the Rev. Mrs. 
Harris, the remarkable medium for the ‘direct voice,' who has 
lately been visiting London. Aa that report may perhaps give 
the public but a limited idea of this lady's mediumship, may I 
briefly relate my own experience with her I

Although I have been a sincere and devout believer in spirit 
manifestation for many long years, 1 do not belong to any sect, 
society or church. I cannot therefore be considered as an ’ inter
ested party,' but simply u an individual who is willing to seek 
for truth, and, if he find it, has the courage to stalo openly and 
frankly what bis experience has been, and to let the world judge 
for iteslf whether the conclusions lo which ho has come are 
reasonable or not.

it wu by a mere accident, if one may call such things 
accidents, that I heard that the Rev. Mrs. Harris w giving 
stances in London. Aa I have been specially interested in the 
form of mediumship known as the' direct voice,' I gladly attended 
one of her circles At this stance we bad several remarkable 
instances of spirits coming to their friends or relations and giving 
accurate accounts of who they were when on earth ; also giving 
their names and exact data of their relationship to the persona 
addtvmed, when and where they passed out of this physical 
existence, and, in some usca, even the cause of their demise. To 
give ono example, I may mention that a friend who accompanied 
me, a gentleman who had never been at a seance for the ' direct 
voice' before, had his brother come to him, call him by his 
correct name, give his own name, and, further, give correct 
information about another brother at present living in New 
York. Aa no personal message cam* to me, I was the more free 
lo make mental notes of what came to the other sitters. Before 
leaving, I arranged to have a private stance with Mrs. Harris 
on the following Sunday morning at 11 o'clock.

Tbe night before I went, I arranged to taka with mo a lady 
who bad h»t a son about three years ago, aud, together with 
this lady', daughter, we attended the sitting. A remarkable 
convenatuin took place between tho lady and her son. He gave 
an accurate dwwription of bow he bad died of rheumatic fever 
on board a ' liner' coming from America, and even described his 
own burial at sea within a day's voyage of Queenstown. In the 
middle of the conversation ho suddenly exclaimed : ‘0 mother, 
Herbert is here also. Wo were both of us buried at sea ; only 
he was drowned.' (This was quite correct, for Herbert wm lost 
when H.M 8.' Condor' foundered.) Thia was followed by both 
spirits spoiling <il thr stiw line—ono to his sister and the other 
to bis mother. In each caw they trie-1 to comfort tho two 
mourners, and entered into details of tho present surroundings 
of both ladies, who told me subsequently that these details were 
io every way correct- I need hardly add that tbe ladies returned 
home comforted and strengthened by the absolute proof given to 
them of tho continued existence of their loved ones in the life 
beyond.

Of the following five stance* which I attended not one was 
a ' blank,' but all wore remarkable both tor the accuracy of the 
information given and the definite inanifostaliou of the ‘ direct 
voire.' Although I conversed with many spirit friends (among 
others with Mr. Carter Harrison, who was Mayor of Chicago 
during my visit there, and who gave me a remarkable test by 
recalling an incident that happened when I wm in that city), I 
did not get into touch with any of my relations until tho very 
last ot tbo serie*—which took place on Saturday, the 13lh inst., 
when my mother spoke to me end mentioned many things that 
had occurred during the year More her death. Av your corre
spondent stated that he had not been able to get a communication 
Irani any of his own people, I mention this experience of mine 
m an illustration ot the fact that one cannot well judge the 
work ot any medium by simply attending one stance.

I have ventured lo tana you this letter, knowing that in 
your uainrst championship "f the truth of Spiritualism you 
Hck lo give publicity to tho Work of all genuine mediums. 
Mt* Harris Isono of those remarkably endowed paramo whoso 
work cannot ba made too widely known, for no logical man nr 
woman ran resist the appeal of the facte given by the ' direct 
voiea' through Mra Harris's mediumship.—Yours, Ac.,

' OitKtno,1

A Remarkable Experience.
Sni,—1 take pleasure in relating to you what follows : Some 

friends of mine maiding in thia city (Signor Federico and 
Signora Candida Maselli) often hold stance* in their home, as 
Higuora Candida baa medimmslv gift*. Oue day in SvptemW 
last Signora Candida revel rod a letter from a person altogether 
unknown to them, dated from San Giorgio di Piano and duly 
signed, saying that, during a stance which had been hebl tn the 
writer's house, an entity hail astounded the sitters by a most 
impressive eommunication. d- riblug hi. impr—ion. of the 
unseen univere* On being asked to slate his identity he only 

said : ‘ Ou account of intrusion I have not been able to manifest 
nt Maselli's circle, but here, after meditation nnd preparation, I 
shall be able lo relate new nnd great things. Enough for the 
present.' Tho letter continued ' All that could be obbiinud 
from this unknown entity was tbo address of where ho said ho 
had boon manifesting, viz., " Candida Maselli, via Mascarolta 09, 
Bologna.1' So tho undersigned writes the above itAtement to 
said address in order to verify its truth.—Signed, Fioravanto 
Brandoli, S. Giorgio di Piano.’

The ifaselli’s naturally marvelled on receiving that letter ; all 
the more because they remembered that at ono of their recent 
stances a stranger to their small family circle had been admitted.

They regard this incident as a striking proof of human 
intelligence acting outside cho body.

The Masui)i’s have no acquaintance whatever nt S. Giorgio 
di Piana They arc both very honourable people and sincere 
Christians, belonging to our Evangelical Church in Bologna.— 
Yours, &c,, Aliikhtina Fii.lii'Itnl

Via Oestello 8, Bologna, December Olh, 1913.
p.8.__ i enclose the Italian communication which I have 

copied from tho original letter received by Signora Mawlli.

The Rector, the Ghost nnd tho Taxi.
Sih,—In reference to your comment, on page 611, respecting 

(he 'Daily Mirror' story of ‘The Rector and the Ghost,’ may 
I relate the story as I heard it in 1891 1 A Roman Catholic 
lady told me that her confessor at the Oratory had related the 
following account of a visitation he had received. At tho 
Oratory door he met a lady in a mantilla, who asked him to go 
aud sec a dying man opposite. He accompanied her, and after 
ringing ihe bell the lady disappeared. In tho drawing-room, 
over the mantelpiece, the priest saw the lady’s portrait, attired 
as when she came to feteh him. In the course of conversation 
the young man acknowledged failure in his Christian duties 
and gave a promise to do better. As related in your story, the 
son died the next day. I understand Mr. Leadbeater has put 
this account into one of his books. —Yours, &c..

Pax.

Again Mr. Maskelyne.
Sir,—May I call your attention to the following state

ment by Mr. J. N. Maskelyne, iu a pamphlet entitled, 1 The 
Fraud of Theosophy Exposed.' He declares that ‘ Katie 
King' was prm'wf to be a woman ‘called Eliza White;' 
that she confessed to the fraud, and explained how the trick 
was worked ; that the exposure, which must have taken place 
years ago, made Robert Dale Owen insane, and that the bitter 
was confined for a time in a lunatic asylum. All this is, 
indeed, new to me aud probably to yourself. -Yours, &c„

Ireland. Gkutrupe E. Jonrs.
(The alleged ‘ Katie King' referred to by Mr. Maskelyne was 

not ihe ‘ Katie King' of Sir William Crookes al all, but 
an American swindler employed by Mr. and Mrs. Holmes. 
Robert Dale Owen believed in the genuineness of the 
phenomena and was greatly grieved when he realised bow 
he had been deceived. His mental failure, which was 
temporary, was brought about, mainly, by other troubles, 
principally financial. In ‘The Banner of Light' of May 
1st, 1875, he summed up the evidence for and against, 
and concluded that the Holmes's had mediumship, but hail 
dishonestly supplemented thoir powers.—En. ‘ Lioht.’]

'Cherchez la Femme.'
Sin,—May I put quite a different construction on this 

phrase from tho ono implied in your quotation from ‘ Tho 
Theosophist' (page 581) ? I do not think it at all a slur on tho 
woman, from any point of view, but on the contrary, it throws 
a decided shadow on the male. When a crime is perpetrated, 
or a scandal circulated, nnd we cannot elucidate it, we say, 
'cherchez loAmwc' tacmw a man’s weakness is betrayed iu his 
relations with the opposite sex, aud through thia weakness he is 
Ift to do a wrong that, if ht were stronger, he would avoid.

1 hear much ot the magnanimity of men, aud do *> long to 
prove it; but I find iii nearly every case tho cry i»; 'The 
woman thou gavest ma ! &c.' From experience I learn that 
from the cradle to the grave tho enemy woman lias to fi-ar and 
protect herself from is the mule. Laws are made in his favour. 
Some days ago a Judge recommended a woman to mercy who 
was condemned for the murder of her illegitimate child : the 
mimniont upon this act was ‘ Behold bow good tho man in to tho 
woman!’ I shall bsllsva in that g-iodueas morn when t see 
the man who tod ilia woman Into disgrace stand beside her and 
More il ; I "ha" believe in H more when I seo the whit,. ,|#vo 
traffic come lo an end ; but so far from crying <h^rth«. la 1 
when things g>' wrong, I should say ' etarrAi to /emme 1 jf 
want to find th" weak spote in the reputed strength of lh„ (,1(i0 
—Yours, Ac. A Wo«ag,
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ANOTHER SERIES OF LECTURES BY W. J. COLVILLE.

Tho explanatory lectures by Mr. W. .1. Colville delivered at 
the Rooms of the London Spiritualist Alliance, 110, St. Martin's- 
lane, London, W.C., in 1911, were so much appreciated that Mr. 
Colville has kindly arranged to deliver another scries, com 
mencing at .'I p.m. on the following dates :—

Sylla huh.
1914.

Monday, January 5—1 The Rosicrucians nnd Other Mystic 
Confraternities—Their Work and Influence.*

Wednesday, January 7—'Spiritual and Practical Uses and 
Values of Names, Numbers, and Colours.'

Monday. January 12—‘ Yoga—Oriental Methode of Psychic
Development; their Adaptability to the Western World.' 

Wednesday, January 14—‘Thought Forms (Meutoids)—How
Funned and Projected.’

Monday, January 19—'Astrology Impartially Considered—Do 
the Planets Govern Us, or Do We Create our own 
Conditions ? ’

Questions invited after each lecture.
Admission Ik. Each.

The Council of the London Spiritualist Alliance and Mr. 
W. J. Colville jointly invite Memiikhs of the Alliance to attend 
these meetings free of charge.

NEW PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED.

‘Occult Review’ for December, “d. net. Win. Rider and Son, 
Ltd., Cathedral House, Paternoster-row, E.C.

‘Gipsy Girl.' By Beatrics Whey. Cloth, 2a (id. net. Of thu 
Author, 59, Bank-chambers, 329, High Holborn, W.C.

'Quests Old and New.’ By G. R. S. Mead Cloth, 7s. Cd. net. 
G. Bell & Sons, Limited, York House, Portugal-street, W.C.

'Flowers from a Poet's Garden.’ By J. Harold Carpenter. 
Cloth, 2s. 6d. net. G. Bell & Sons, Limited, York House, 
Portugal-street, W.C.

'The New Alinemcnt of Life.’ By Ralph Waldo Trine. 
Cloth, 3s. Od. net. G. Bell & Sons, Limited, York House, 
Portugal-street, Kingsway, W.C.

‘Psycho-therapy: its Doctrine and Practice.' By Elizabeth 
Severn, Ph. I). Cloth, 3s. (Id. net. Wm. Rider & Son, 
Limited, Cathedral House, Paternoster-row, E.C.

‘Jewish Mysticism.' By J. Abelson, M.A., D.Lit. Cloth, 
2s. (id. net. (The Quest Series, edited by G. R. S. Mead. 
London : G. Bel) & Sons)

‘The Samhita ; An Introduction to the Philosophy of the \ edant*. 
Translated from the original Sanscrit by Shi Ananda 
Acharya. Cloth, 2s. (id. net. London, Francis Griffiths.

Le Veritable Almanach du Merveilleux 1914’ (with many 
illustrations), 1 fr. 25 n-t. A. Leclerc, 19, Rue Mousieur-le- 
Prince, Paris.

'Spiritualism: A Philosophy of Life.' By W. H. Evans. 
Cloth, Is. London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd., 110, St. 
Martin’s-lane, W.C.

‘The Teachings of Theosophy Scientifically Proved.' Compiled 
by L. A. Bosman. Arranged, edited aud prefaced by 
Elias Gbwurz. (Paper cover, 4d., post free. The Dharma 
Press, 16, Oak field-road, Clapton, N.E.)

'Tell Mo a Stery.’ By Various Authors. With numerous illus
trations and three coloured plates. Edited by Sidney 
Trisa. Cloth, 3a 6d. The Animals' Guardian, 22a, Regent- 
street, S.W.

1 Le PMnom&nea dits de Materialisation.’ By Juliette Alex- 
aXDRE-Bimon. With Preface by Dr. J. Maxwell. Illus
trated. Paper cover, 12 fr. Libraire Felix Alcan, 108, 
Boulevard Saint-Germain, Paris.

'Scientific Proofs of Another Life : Essays Written by Eminent 
Persons after Passing from Mortal to Spirit Life.' Com
piled by Rohe Lev ere, Ll.B., Member of the New York 
Bar. Cloth. Spiritual Science Co., 303, West 137th 
Street, New York, U.S.A.

'Spiritual Therapeutics’ (Twentieth Edition), and Students' 
Questions on Spiritual Science Answered ' (Tenth Edition). 
By W. J. Colville. Cloth, Us. and 3a (Id. rut respectively. 
Power-Book Co., 58 aud 59, Bank Chambers, 329, High 
Holborn, W.C.

‘Continuity : the Presidential Address to tho British Associa
tion, Birmingham, 1913.' Full Text, with Explanatory 
Notes By Sin Oliver Loduk. Cloth, la. net. J. M. 
Dant A Suns, Limited, London (Bed ford-street and 
Chandos-strcct, W.C.) aud Toronto,

From Wm. Rider A Son, Ltd., Cathedral House, Paternoster 
Row, E.C.—'A Short History of Marriage* by Ethel 
Urlin, and 'Animal Ghosts' by Elliott O'Donnell. 

• ’loth, 3r. Gd. net, each. ' Popular Phrenology ' Ly 
J. Millott Severn, and ' Card-Reading ’ (with diagrams 
and plates) by Minktta. Cloth, Is. nr/, each.SPIRIT TEACHINGS

Through the Mediumship of William 
Stainton Moses (M.A., Oxon.), 
Automatic or PaMive Writing.

WITH A BIOGRAPHY BY CHARLTON T SPEER, 
And Two Full-page Portraits.
SEVENTH EDITION

Handsomely bound in Cloth Gilt, 324pp., demy 8vo., 
price 38. 6d. net, or post free, 3s. lOd.

OFFICE OF ‘LIOHT,’ GO, ST. MARTIN'S LANE. LONDON, W.O-

SCIENTIFIC AND OCCULT HANDBOOKS.
Popular Handbooks, giving within a small compass 
nnd in attractive form a concise yet complete exposition 
of the various branches of these studies. The volumes 
of this series are designer! u> make an appeal to tho 
intelligent reader who is too busy to devote his time to 

more exhaustive treatises.

Hypnotism and SuRKOstlon. A Prac
tical Handliook. By Edwin Ash. M.D., BSc. London. M RC.S. 
New and Cheaper Edition. 137 pages and Index, cloth. Is. 3d. 
net post free.

Introductory. Methods of Inducing Hypnosis Tbe Early Pho. 
nomens of Hypnosis Tbe Dream State. Somnambulism. Muscular 
Pbcnomena Sensory Phenomena Post-Hypnotic Influence. Sugges
tive Therapeutics. The Scope of Suggestive Therapeutics. Appendix. 
The Induction of Hypnosis, The Use ot Passes. Tho Stage* of Hypnosis, 
The Induction of Hypnosis by Drugs. Index.

This work by a well-known physician has already been widely recog
nised as one of the most valuable contributions to tbe study of practical 
Hypnotism.

Hand-Reading: or, Thu Scicnoe of Uhirology. By 
an Adept. Third Edition, with teventoen illustration*. 120 
paged, cloth. Is. 3d. net post free.

Astrology. How to Make and Read your own Horo- 
M>ope. By Nkphahial. New E ittion, with Two Additional Chap
ters. 12G pages, o.oth, la 3d net post free.

Concise Instructions are given for tbe construction and reading of 
tbe borosope and convenient tablet ot houses and transits are provided. 
This small volume in its present form constitutes a most valuable primer 
of instruction.

Popular Phrenology. By J. Millott Severn.
Cloth, 125 pages, la. 3d. not post free. Illustrated.

This book, from the pen of perhaps the most popular exponent ot 
practical phrenology in England to-day gives more information in a 
readable form and covers a wider Hold than any other book on the 
subject of a purely popular character which has been published during 
tbe past quarter or a century,

Card-Roading. Practical Methods of Divination 
by Cards, olearly explained by Minetta Cloth, 101 pages, with 
four plates and diagrams. Is. 3d net post free*

OFFICE OF 'LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE. W.C.

Mediumistic & Psychical 
Experiences 

nr
ERNEST A. TIETKENS.

Contents Preface ; Early MedinnlBUc Experience* 
Later Development* and Retail* ; On Warning* ; On Clair* 
voyance: Dream Viaioor and General Phenomena: 
Animal Life in the Spiritual World ; My !mpre**iou* of 
the Future Extract* from Pamphlets; Direction* for 

Beginner* re Sdance*.

61 pages. Bound in stiff boards. 6d. post free.
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Tiro BOOKS COMPLETE IN ONE VOLUME:

SPIRIT IDENTITY
AND

HIGHER ASPECTS OF SPIRITUALISM.
BY WM. STAINTON MOSES (‘MA, OXON.’).

A Reprint of two valuable works by Mr. Stainton Moses. The author was the original 
promoter and the first President of the London Spiritualist Alliance, 

and the Council of the Alliance issues this reprint as an 
affectionate tribute to his memory.

SPIRIT IDENTITY:
An •rtun>«nt for th* nullity of the return of departed human spirits, 
dlustratwl by many narratives from personal experience; together 

with adiicuMion of mmr of the difficulties thnt beset the inquirer.
Contains strong evidence that some of tbe Spirits who communicate 

through mediumship are the departed individuals they say they are.

Syllabus of Contents.
Immritcnow.

Thfficultin in tbe way of the investigation.
Divergent rraults of invratigatora.
Attitude of public opinion reproxen publication.
Thu results also from the nature of the facts themselves.
The Intelligent fq»'r»tor has to he reckoned with.
The mvrattgator has little choice in the matter.
The higher phenomena an- not susceptible of demonstration by the 

scientific method.
The gatra leing ajar, a motley Crowd enters in.
We supply the material out of which this ia composed.
No ncewuty to have recourse to tho diabolic element.
onrL-t of conditions proper for the investigation.
Agrn< lew other than three of tho de|*artod.
Suh human stunt*—the Idmratwl spirit of the psychic.

iTm* * WM1 *hem ^*“4 they van rightly

Specialism in Spiritualism.
Religious aspects of the question.
Needs ol the age.
The place of Spiritualism in modern thought.

Tll« IXTXUICXNT OrtRATOH AT THK OTBMR END OF TUB LINK,
Scope of the inquiry.
The nature of the Intelligence,
What i» the Intelligence I
Difficulties in the way of accepting the story told by the Intelligence.

Assumption of great namea.
Atwence of precise statement.
Contradictory and alxurd memgra.

< <<nditions under which good evidence ia obtained.
’ slue of corroborative testimony.
Personal experiences—

Eleven cases rec urring consecutively, January 1 to 11, 1874.
A spirit rHu«inp lo tin Ly a vuggmtiun.
A spent earth lound by love of money.
Influence of aasmeiation. swpm dally of locality.
spirits who have communicated for a long period.
Chddspinte communicating; tnmilmrativa testimony from aaecond 

source.
Extremely minute evidence given by two methods.

A I" ■aible misconception guarded against.
General «inclusions.

Personal immortality.
Personal recognition of and by friends.

Religions aspects.
ArmtDtx I.—On the power ol spirits to gain access to sources of 

information.
Afvikiux H.—On some phiM« of Mediumship l>eivring on Spirit-

Identity.
Arrtnntx HL—Cases ot Spirit Identity.

la) Man crushed by steam roller.
lid Abraham Florentine.
(ej Charlotte Ruchworth.

AfFXXIHX IV- Evidence from spirit-photography.
Arrurtill V.—On some diflicnlti*- of inquirer* into Spiritualism.
Arrntill VI.—hpirit-ldcntiiy — Evidence of Dr. btanhope Hpeer.

HIGHER ASPECTS OF SPIRITUALISM:
A Statement of the Moral and Religious Teachings of 

Spiritualism ; and a Comparison of the present Epoch 
with its Spiritual Interventions with the Age 

immediately preceding the Birth of Christ.

Some of the Contents.
Present Position and Fvtvrk Needs of Sfibitvalism in Enoland, 

What is a Spiritualist?
Philosophical Spiritualism.
Religious Spiritualism.
Spiritualism is a Revolution.
The Directing Agency.
Conditions of Public Association.
Spiritualism deals with Vexed Questions.
Unity in Multiformity.
Lessons of the Past.
Objectional Modes of Demonstration.
Exposures of Fraud and their Effect.
Lessons of the Future.

Sl’UUTUALIHM IN SoSIK OF ITS ReLIOIOUS AsPKCTH.

Judaism and Jesus Christ.
The World at the Birth of Christ.
John the Baptist and his Message.
The Mission of the Christ.
Modern Christianity and Modem Spiritualism.
Objections Then and Now.
Bible Miracles and the Phenomena of Spiritualism.
Spiritualism is not Necromancy.
Spirits not all Trickery or Evil.
The Devil, his Genesis and Growth.
On Spirit Communion, and tho Biblical Warrant for it.
Ap]>eal to Bible Students.
Spirit Teaching.
The God Idea.
Mun’s Duties to Himself, his Race and to God.
Man's Future Destiny: Punishment—Hell, Reward—Heaven.
The Old Creed and the New.
Religion and Science.
A Practical Religion.
Lowi and Gain by the Now Creed.
Scepticism.
The God Man and the Typical Man.
Resurrection of tho Body. The Gain Great, the Loss Little. 

ArrKNtnx.
Esoteric Conditions Affecting Spiritualists Only, 
The Purification of Public Circles.
Tbe Medium and the Nature of Mediumship.
The Conduct of Circles—Advice to Inquirers.

The TH O Books, ‘Spirit Identity' and ‘Higher Aspects of Spiritualism,* now 
Issued in one volume: Handsomely bound in Cloth Gilt, 224pp., demy 8vo., price 
3s, (id. net, or post free, 3s. lOd.
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