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MONDAY, WEDNESDAY and FRIDAY, at 11 a.m., 
Spiritual Healing ......................................................Mr. A. Rex.

For further particulars tee p. 442.

THE SPIRITUAL MISSION,
22, Prince’s-street, Oxford street.

Sunday next, at? p.m.......................................MR. PERCY R. »STREET.
Trance Address.

67. GEORGE STREET. BAKER STREET. W.
Sunday next, at 11 a.m....................................MR. PERCY R. STREET.

Trance Address.
Wednesday, September 21st, at 7.45 p.m..................MADAME HOPE.

Clairvoyance.
Doors closed 10 minutes after commencement of each service.

MARYLEBOflE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION,
CAVENDISH ROOMS, 51, MORTIMER STREET, W. 

(Close to Regent Circus.)

SUNDAY EVENING NEXT, at Seven o'clock, 
MR. E. W. WALLIS,

Trance Address : ‘Some Thoughts on Pressing Life Problems.’ 
September 25th ............ Miss McCreadie, Clairvoyance.

Doors open at 6.30. Inquirers cordially invited.

BRACING EAST COAST.
ST. EDMUNDS PRIVATE HOTEL, HUNSTANTON, NORFOLK.

Two Minutes from Sea. Excellent Cuisine.
Terms—£2 2s. per week, inclusive. 

Proprietress, MRS. STANLEY WATTS. 
ALSO AT

HUNSTANTON HOUSE, 18, ENDSLEICH CARDENS,
London, N.W.

Central for all Parts.
Bed and Breakfast from 4s.

For full tariff apply to MRS. STANLEY WATTS.

MR. JOHN LOBB, having sold, and removed from Carlton House, 
lias accepted the offer of Fullforde’s School of Music, and will continue 

liis Drawing-Room Servicos until further notice.
EVERY SUNDAY AND WEDNESDAY EVENINGS AT
FULLFORDE’S SCHOOL OF MUSIC, 262, DALSTON LANE, HACKNEY 

(Near the corner of Amhurst Road, Mare Street end).
SUNDAY, 6.30 for 7 p.m. WEDNESDAY, at 7.30 p.m.

NOW READY.
NEW WORK by JOHN E.OBB, F.R.G.S.

(Editor of ‘ Talks with the Dead ’ and 1 Tho Busy Life beyond 
Death,’ &c.)

THE BANISHED CHRIST AND THE BIBLE 
FROM SPIRITUALISM :

A Plea fox*  their Restoration.
With new Portrait and Sketch of tho Author.

Price 6d. Post free 7d.
JOHN LOBB, 4, LUDGATE CIRCUS, LONDON, E C.

‘LIGHT’ FOR FREE DISTRIBUTION.
That wo may let our ‘Light’ shine before men and help them to 

understand the truth respecting Spiritualism, we shall be happy to 
supply back numbers of ‘Light, free, to those of our friends who will 
distribute them nt meetings, from house to house, and in other ways 
likely to add to the number of our regular readers, and who will 
kindly mention how they propose to use them, how many they desire, 
and how the parcel should lie addressed. Letters should lie ad
dressed, Manager, ‘Light,’110, St. Martin’s-lane, London, W.C.

Twelve Volumes of ‘ Light,’ 1897 to 1908 
A inclusive, for sale cheap; bound in handsome half morocco, gilt 

lettered ; £3 the lot.—Address, ‘ G. R.,’ care of ‘Light’ office, 110, St. 
Mftrtin’s-lane, W.C,

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE,
110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C.

Limited by Guarantee, and not having a Capital Divided 
into Shares.

Established 1884. Incorporated 1896.
By the Memorandum of Association the Members are Prohibited 

from receiving any personal benefit by way of profit, from the Income 
or property of the Society.

MEMBERS OF COUNCIL.
E. Dawson Rogers, President. 

Hon. Percy Wyndham, 
Henry Withall, 

Mrs. W. P. Browne, 
Mrs. D. Finlay, 
Rev. .T. Page Hopps, 
Mrs. C. Lucking. 
Vice-Admiral W. Us borne 
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W. Kensett Styles.
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J. A. Wilkins. ' 
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This Alliance has been formed for the purpose of affording informa
tion to persons interested in Psychical or Spiritualistic Phenomena, by 
means of lectures and meetings for inquiry and psychical research.

Social Gatherings are also held from time to time. Two tickets 
of admission to the lectures held in the Salon of the Royal Society of 
British Artists, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall, are sent to every Member, 
and one to every Associate.

Rooms are occupied at the above address, where Members and 
Associates can meet and attend seances for the study of psychic phe
nomena, and classes for psychical self-culture, free and otherwise, notice 
of which isgiren from time to time in ‘Light,’ and where they can 
read the special journals and use the library of works on Psychical and 
Occult Science. The reading-room is open daily to Members and Asso
ciates from 10 to 6 (Saturdays excepted).

A Circulating Library, consisting of two thousand five hundred works 
devoted to all pliases of Spiritual and Psychical Research, Science, and 
Philosophy, is at the disposal of all Members and Associates of the 
Alliance, whether in town or country, to whom books can be forwarded 
on payment of the cost of carriage. Members are entitled to three books 
at a time, Associates one. A complete catalogue can lie obtained, post 
free, for Is., on application to Mr. B. D. Godfrey, Librarian.

The subscription of Members is fixed at a minimum rate of one 
guinea, and of Associates at half-a-guinea, per annum.

Information will be gladly afforded by the Secretary, at the Rooms, 
110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C.

*#* Subscriptions should be made payable to the Hon. Treasurer, 
Henry Withall, and are due in advance on January 1st in each year.

Notices of all meetings will appear regularly in ‘Light.’
E. W. Wallis, Secretary.
Henry Withall, Hon. Treasurer.

The subscriptions of Members and Associates elected after 
October 1st will be taken as for the remainder of the present 
year and the whole of 1911.

The Catalogue of the Library
OF THE

London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd.
Revised and brought up to date.

OVER TWO THOUSAND, THREE HUNDRED VOLUMES.

Price Is. poet free from Librarian,
LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, 

110, St. Martin's Lane, London, W.C.

Borderland; a Psychical Review and Index. 
Edited by W. T. Stead. Fully illustrated with portraits of A. J. 

Balfour, Blavatsky, Hodgson, Mark Twain, W. Stainton Moses, Mrs. 
Piper, Spirit Photographs, &e. Special articles on W. T. Stead’s Ex
periences in Automatic Writing, tne Story of Julia and Others. Auto*  
Telopathio Writing, Phenomena of Spiritualism, Thought Healing, 
Theosophy and its Students, Glossary of Psychical Phenomena, Astro
logy, Study of Palmistry, Crystal-Gazing. Haunted Houses, Experi
ments in Clairvoyance, &o., &c. Vol. I. well-bound in handsome library 
half-leather binding, 588 pages; very scarce; 11s. 6d. post free.—1 Light’ 
Office, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C,
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READY OCTOBER 6th.

THE KEY TO YOUR OWN NATIVITY.
Th»*  m<*t  roniArknbl»' Imok over published. Without seeing a person 

whose birth time you know, you may rend his, or her, horoscope from 
a serie*  of numbered delineations, commencing with the ascending sign 
and the Ruler at the Nativity, Ac., Ao., going on to the future 
prnnpects.

No one using thia book can deny that astrology is a Science as well 
m an Art. By the uw of this look any person of average intelligence 
may Income hit own astrologer, and learn more in one hour than from 
any other in a month.

Price 10s. 6d.; 10s. lOd. post free.

Addre..:-*  MODERN ASTROLOGY’ Office,

IMPERIAL BUILDINGS, LUDGATE CIRCUS, LONDON, E.C.

NEW REMAINDERS AT LOW PRICE.

HYPNOTISM.
or, 

‘Health and Wealth within the Reach 
of Everybody.’

A Practical, Concise, and Up to Date Method.

By DR. J. LAWRENCE.
A Manual on tho Hypnotic and Suggestive Art, desci ibed 
as ‘a clear and eloquent demonstration of the invisible 

forces which dominate our lives.’

SOME SCARCE AND RARE BOOKS
FOR SALE.

POST FREE AT PRICES QUOTED.

The Identity of Primitive Christianity and 
Modern Spiritualism. By Eugene Crowoil, M.D. Complete io 
largo volumes of 626 pagcH each. 20«. the two volumes.

The Religion of Spiritualism, its Phenomena
and Philosophy. By 8amuel Watson, Cloth, 428 page«, II. »id.

Miracles Past and Present from a Spiritualist
Standpoint. By William Mountford. Cloth, 512 pages, 4«.

Twixt Two Worlds. A Narrative of the Life and Wo*  
of William Eglinton. By J. S. Farmer. Many Illuntrationi 
eight full-page Chromo Lithographed Plate« describing proem 
Materialisation, Ac. Cloth, 196 page«, very ncarce, 11«. 61.

OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT,’ 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.c.

THE SURVIVAL OF MAN
A STUDY IN UNRECOGNISED HUMAN FACULTY

RY

SIR OLIVER LODGE, F.R.S.

IN this book Sir Oliver Lodge gives an account ot many ol bis 
investigations into matters connected with supernormal psycho, 

logy during the last quarter of a century ; with an abridgment of cot. 
temporary records. Apparitions are discussed in the light of our know
ledge of telepathy, and attention is paid to some of the molt recent 
results of the Society for Psychical Research, especially tlioso in which 
the author has himself been engaged. The section of the book which 
treats of automatic writing, trance speech, and other instances of cl*ir.  
voyant lucidity is probably the most important, for here is to be found 
some of the scientific evidence for survival, posthumous activity and 
continued personal existence.

Contint*. —Preface—Hypnotism and its Distinctions—Hypnotic 
Stotro—Neuroacopic Processes (How to recognise the state of Recep
tivity)— Suggestion in general—Suggestion upon one’s self—Suggestion 
upon ofllB»—Suggestiun <d music—How to put to sleep—Mixed pro- 
CMMa of Hypnotisation—How to gaze—How to make tlio hypnotised 
person speak-How to hypnotise several persons simultaneously—How 
to produce and discontinue catalepsy—How to arouse persons from the 
hypnotic stale - flow to discover the author of a suggestion (means of 
discovering criminal hypnotiser» and neutralising their action)—How 
to nwf thoughts—How to aoquiro good qualities—How to develop will 
power. Ac.

' This look is a lucid practical initiation in the mysteries of mag
netism, hypnotism, and suggestion, revealed in a clear and easy manner.’ 
-Th< ff.ilion’1 1F«Hy (U.S.A.)

Demy 8vo., Cloth. 155 pages.
Published at 6s. net; Now Offered at 2s. 3d. post free.

THE IMMORTALITY OF 
ANIMALS,

and the Relation of Man as Guardian, from a Biblical and 
Philosophical Hypothesis.

By E. D, BUCKNER, M.D., Ph D.

Crown 8vo., Cloth. 291 pages.
Published at 5s. net; Now Offered at 2s. 4d. post free.

OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT,’ 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C.

A COURSE OF

Practical Psychic Instruction.
Pcraonal Magnetism, Self-control, and the Development of Character. 

The Ait of Mind Reading in Twenty Lessons.
Hypnotism, Mesmerism, Clairvoyance, Suggestive Therapeutics, and 
the Sleep Cure. Giving Best Methods of Hypnotising by Masters of 

the Science.
Magnetic lleMing, The Philosophy of Magnetic Healing, Special 
Ituttuctions to the Student, Rules for Development of Magnetic Power, 

The Application of Magnetic Healing.

Formerly isaund at One Guinea, thia complete courue of full practi- 
cal Instructions is now issued in a cheaper form. Well-bound in cloth, 
2W laigoa, with 48 illustrations, showing eleaily tho mothods used.

Price 6/4 nett, post free. Foreign postage 4d. extra.

QFF1ÇE OP ‘LIGHT,’ Ito, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C

Some of the Contents:
Aims and Objects of Psychical Research—Experimental Telepathy ot 
Thought-Transference—Spontaneous Telepathy and Clairvoyance— 
Automatism and Lucidity—Automatic Writing and Trance Speech- 
Personal Identity—Professor William James's Early Tcstimony-Tb» 
Author’s First Report on Mrs. Piper—Extracts and Discussion ot Piper 
Sittings—Recent Piper Sittings—The Myers and Hodgson Contrail is 
Recent Piper Sittings—Summary of other Experiences and Comment! 
—In Memory of Myers.

For Sir Oliver Lodge’s new book we cannot be sufficiently gratetol. 
As a book for the day, and for the man of to-day, it is, in some respect», 
better than Mr. Myers' great work. It is shorter: it is livelier: it got» 
over ground more suited to the habits and the pace of the average mu 
No better service could be done in otir direction than to make it KM»s 
and to push it in every possible way. Let every Spiritualist who as 
afford it buy from one to fifty copies and use them as Christmas pretend 
or gift books for the New Year. It is a handsomely printed and hand- 
somely bound volume of threo hundred and sixty.seven pages, and coil» 
7», lOd. net post free. The book covers a great deal of gronndandia 
an entirely workmanlike and attractive way.—‘Light,’ Nov. 20th.

Cloth, Second Edition, 357 pages, 7/10 net, post free.

OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT,’ 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE,W.C.

THOUGHT LECTURES.
By FATHER 8TEPHAN0.

Given by Automatic Writing through ‘Vita’ and 'Mandola.'
As the thought of one who has seen beyond earth's sorrows, it it mon 
especially a book for tho sorrowful and the suffering; itlscbieflyto 
help such that the lectures were given, and it is to them the boon 

dedicated.

Fourth Edition, Including Preface by Father Stephano 
104 pp. Price is. iJi>., Post Free.

'The dead are entering into competitive authorship withthe limp 
“Thought Lectures," which were given by Father Stcpbano,who“jtn 
wont to sleep” in Yorkshire, in tho reign of Henry I.,andhasjaatnov 
been able to find a medium through whom to communicate hie thongbu 
to mankind, has a great deal to Bay, and says it well.'—fierii» <! 
Rtviiwi.

OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT,’ 110, 8T. MARTIN’S LANE, I.C

THE LIFE OF THE
WORLD TO COME

No Disoussion; but a Faot.

By STELLARIUS
(A Clergyman of the Church of England).

Price is. ijd. post free.

| OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT,’ 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C-
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NOTES BY THE WAY.

Two articles on Mr. Podmore’s book, one in ‘The Daily 
Chronicle' and ono in ‘Tho Daily News,’ ought to be read 
together, as showing how the subject is confusing the 
critical newspaper mind, inclined at last to be serious, but 
not knowing what to say. ‘ The Chronicle ’ thinks this 
book of Mr. Podmore’s is his last and worst ; ‘The Daily 
News ’ regards it as a triumph of acumen and the open
mind. ‘The Chronicle’ goes into a golden rapture about 
the immortality of the soul before which all our experi
ments at séances are paltry. The rapture rises to a perfect 
revel of sentimont and emotion : the séance only suggests 
a‘yawn.’ This is ono effect of the long debauch of derision, 
and we anticipated it would take that turn.

‘Tho Daily News’ man tries to be serious but is so at 
tho wrong place, and praises Mr. Podmore for the wrong 
thing. For instance, he says, ‘To this subject Mr. Pod- 
more brought just that sort of intelligence which is indis
pensable if the study of the supernormal is to be put on a 
scientific basis. His criticisms tend to be destructive, his 
conclusions tend to bo negative.’ But this is quite wrong. 
Tho indispensable thing is not a destructive criticism ; and 
the right aim is not a negative conclusion. Truth is not to 
bo so sought, and cannot be so found. Ask any experi
menter in a chemical laboratory about that.

‘ The Daily News ’ man makes the astonishing assertion 
that Mr. Podmore, in this book, ‘ examines every strange 
incident or startling communication in tho dry light of 
logic.’ Why ‘ logic ’ 1 What has logic to do with a matter 
of fact 7 and who is the medium he names ‘Daniel Horne'1 
He chaffs ‘great scientists’ for being deceived ‘by the 
brilliant conjuring of Eusapia Paladino,’ but immediately 
adds, 1 effected possibly by her trance personality.’ What 
doos he know about, and what does ho moan by ’ trance 
personality ’ ? and, if tho alternative of ‘ trance personality’ 
is permissible, why gibo at ‘great scientists’ for being 
cheated by clever conjuring?

Tho fact is that tho nowspapor mon ought to ‘ go into 
ths silence ’ for a little while until thoy see their way and 
mako up their minds.

Evory intelligent all-round Spiritualist is a social 
roformor, and must bo that bocauso tho vory idea of any
thing like ' social ’ is tho outgrowth of tho Spiritualist's 
control doctrine—that tho possession of tho samo human 
naturo and of a kindred Bpirit-solf brings us all on to tho 
samo piano in the vital unity of a kindredship which calls 
for equal justice and equal rights. But, just a trifle under 

the surface of Society, there is, we fear, but little belief in 
this ; for self still rules in most of us; sufficiently so, at 
all events, to warrant the title of a recent discourse by the 
Rev. E. A. Rumball, ‘Do the People want Social Justice?’

It is by no moans an agreeable or a flattering question, 
but it is warranted, and we fear there is keen point in tho 
preacher’s management of it when he says:—

The cry of many a man for social justice is simply a de
mand that attention be given to his personal wants. He feels 
himself hurt and therefore cries. There are thousands of people, 
rich as well as poor in the world, who are only looking for 
personal justice. And if our question were whether the people 
wanted personal justice, we could easily point to the many 
forms of so-called refined selfishness, for a by no means uncer
tain answer. Social justice does not ask whether a certain 
reform or reconstruction will be good for some one individual, 
family or group, but whether it will give justice to the entire 
people, rich and poor. Justice for classes or groups, for labour 
unions or corporations is not social unless it looks beyond the 
groups to the good of society, even to the point of group aboli
tion. He who would save his life shall lose it, but he who will 
forget himself and his rights and occupy himself with duties 
for others shall do most to forward the full democracy of our 
vision. Half a century ago, Mazzini wrote to his countrymen 
the word which has become one of the first principles of de
mocracy, whether political or industrial, and there is unhappily 
as great a need for it to-day. ‘I love you too well to flatter 
your passions or to indulge the golden dreams with which 
others try to win your favour. My voice may seem harsh and 
too insistent in teaching you the necessity of sacrifice and virtue 
towards others. But I know, and you who are good and un
spoiled by false doctrine and by riches will understand before 
long, that every right you have can only spring from a duty 
fulfilled.’ It is not therefore a matter of course that the people 
want social justice, but a definite problem involving the moral 
resources of the entire people.

If anyone asks what Spiritualism has to do with this, 
we refer him to the Lord’s Prayer. He will find the 
answer there.

A highly sensational pamphlet by Wm. Thomasson, of 
Chicago, on ‘The Glacial Period and the Deluge,’ has 
reached us. It is issued as the herald of a larger work, 
with a full development of the author’s revolutionary 
theory, which is based upon the destruction of Atlantis by 
a meteoric body from one hundred to three hundred miles 
in diameter, and the world-shaking that followed.

It is gorgeously interesting, and we employ that phrase 
because the writer, though telling a simple story and in a 
simple manner, puts into it, and apparently quite naturally, 
a gorgeous vocabulary quite suited to the tremendously 
terrible tboory he unfolds.

We are bound to say, too, that he has taken very great 
pains to put together in order a vast accumulation of 
presumed facts which, whether as science or tradition, 
carries the reader a long way with him. But the introduc
tion of Noah’s Ark, amid the gigantic catastrophes he 
describes, looks childish, and its bobaviour amid those 
catastrophes is absolutely impossible.

Still, the writer of this story is evidently immensely in 
earnest, and, though wo are unablo to follow him, we think 
he is entitled to a hearing. The full work which he hopes 
to publish will have for its title, ‘The Great Catastrophe :
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The cause of the Glacial Period and the Flood.’ The price 
will be a dollar and a half, and oilers to subscribe (not 
monoy) should be sent to the Aragain Publishing Company, 
Chicago. It will probably be at least as thrilling a shocker 
as many of our 6s. novels, and will certainly be more likely 
to suggest great thoughts.

Ovor and over again the question is asked, ‘ Do you 
beliove in tho Bible 1 ’ and Spiritualists especially are 
pelted with that question. But it is an absurd because 
unmeaning question. What does ' Believe in ’ mean ? 
Shrewd old Dr. Peebles once said:—

People say: ‘ Doctor, do you believe in the Bible 1 ’ 
Emphatically I do. This provokes the inquiry, ‘ Do you 
believe all of the Bible 1 ’ My reply again is, emphatically I 
do. I believe the Psalms to be psalms, the Proverbs to be 
proverbs, the Parables to be parables, the Visions to be 
visions, the Inspirations to be inspirations, the truth to be 
truth, and the errors to be egregious errors. Yes, I believe 
it all. I believe, too, in walnuts, but do not believe in eating 
the shucks. My neighbour believes in, and feasts upon fowls, 
but neither eats their claws, feathers, nor bones.

This is a ‘ bull’s eye ’ and right in the centre of it. 
People might as well ask: ‘Do you believe in the House 
of Commons!’ Of course we believe in the House of 
Commons, but not in all the men who are there. Or they 
might as well ask, "Do you believe in the book of Psalms!’ 
Of course we do, but we do not put the same value upon 
Psalm xxiii. as we do upon Psalm cix.

The fact is that we need a great deal more discrimina
tion and precision in these matters; and, as a rule, the 
best reply to questioners of the kind we are referring to 
is to simply ask : ‘ What do you actually mean ! ’ That 
reply would be the best for such questions as: Do you 
believe in Inspiration 1 Do you believe in Miracles 1 Do 
you believe in Jesus Christi Do you believe in a Devil? 
Do you believe in Hell 1 In fact, ‘ Wbat do you mean ? ’ 
would, in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, put the 
questioner on his defence and make him think.

‘A CABINET PERFORMANCE’ EXPLAINED.

In ‘Ligiit,’ of August 1st, 1908, page 365, we reported ‘ a 
cabinet performance ’ at the Alhambra, which was called 1 The 
Master Mystery,’ and after describing what occurred, as ob
served by us, we stated that 1 the mystery consists apparently 
in the hiding places of the birds, the flowers, and the drapery,’ 
which had been produced in the cabinet after Mrs. Tomson, 
the chief performer, had been examined by a committee of 
ladies. Several other reports of the doings of Mr. and Mrs. 
Tomson afterwards appeared in ‘Light,’ viz, on January 30tb, 
February 6th and 20th, 1909, and on page 69 of that year we 
quoted and endorsed the statement made by 1 The Westmin
ster Gazette ’ that 1 their exhibition has nothing whatever to 
do with occult forces.’

• We have heard it stated that the chiffon veil was tom by one d 
the young ladies, when she gave Mrs. Tomson some water to drub 
before Sir Hiram’s examination.—[Ei>. ‘Light.’]

This point has been strongly debated by many persons 
who have been present at the public and private performances 
of Mr. and Mrs. Tomson, and doubtless they will be interested 
to read in ‘Pearson’s Magazine,’ for September, Sir Hiram 
Maxim’s calm and dispassionate version of a test séance with 
Mrs. Tomson, which was held at his Inhaler factory at Nor
wood. The tests which he employed were ingenious and 
effective. Mrs. Tomson was requested to put on some black 
tights, provided with feet so that there was no opening 
at the ankles, and two ladies sewed up the tights closely 
about her wrists, neck, and at the back. A ribbon was 
drawn through a band in the neck of the tights and tied, 
and the knot was sewn together. Mrs. Tomson was then put 
into large combinations of red cotton, the seams of which had 
been very carefully stitched, and in addition to being sewn up 
it was secured around the neck with a brass chain and pad
locked. A fine light chiffon bag was put over Mrs. Tomson’s 

head and firmly sewn on to the combinations, thus rendering 
it * very difficult to remove anything without a trace of n, 
method of removal being left.’ Mr. Tomson and his son 
confined behind wire netting.

Before entering the cabinet Mrs. Tomson was carefully 
weighed, and after nearly an hour the curtain was drawnbrq 
and Mrs. Tomson had some water given her and was tbe- 
examined.

Sir Hiram testifies that the chiffon veil had been*  ‘ rippedoj 
the combinations,’ that there was a hole that he ‘ could easily1 
put his hand through, and that ‘the whole bottom of the 
cabinet was littered with fragments of flowers.’ Hesaystlui 
when he approached the table he was ‘ stopped by a rather 
large live snake, which was found to be three feet six inches 
long, and which weighed 21b. Mrs. Tomson was then put oo 
to the scales and was found to weigh 1451b., being 2jlb. 
lighter than she was when she went into the cabinet,’but 
when the snake and the fragments of the flowers were added 
the weight was 1471b, so that she bad lost over half-a-poMd 
in weight, and no wonder, since ‘ she had been perspiring to 
a wonderful extent.’ When he examined Mrs. Tomson in 
the dressing-room Sir Hiram found that there was
a complete track of where the flowers had come from. Sbe 
had managed to pull them out around the neck. There were 
many fragments of flowers inside the chiffon veil around the 
neck, which I took out myself. I then left the room and the 
ladies proceeded to disrobe Mrs. Tomson. She completely 
broke down and cried, and made a clean breast of the whole 
thing. She told the young ladies that she had done her best, 
but on account of the strictness of the test she had not made 
much of a success of it. She said that the snake had been 
concealed under her arm.

The young ladies found that the flowers had been con
cealed just above the waist, and that many small fragments 
were still adhering to her bare skin. She had only succeeded 
in extracting about three-fourths of the flowers that she had 
concealed in the tights. In conclusion Sir Hiram says

I cannot say that the Tomsons are frauds, so far as lam 
personally concerned. They both assured me over and over 
again that they were not mediums, that they were not even 
Spiritualists, and that they did not pretend that their mani
festations were anything except a ‘show.’ It was presented 
to me as a pure conjuring trick, and I found it to be such. I 
am bound to add, however, that it was originally introduced 
to my notice as a genuine Spiritualistic manifestation; and I 
find that it has been so represented to others. For these 
reasons I am now making it perfectly clear that it it a con
juring trick and not a very good one at that. But are not 
all so-called Spiritualistic manifestations in the same category I

Of course, all so-called Spiritualistic manifestations arc io 
the same category—but not the genuine ones. Our interest 
in these matters has been mainly to ascertain whether tho 
performances were mediumistic or otherwise : our impression 
was that they were not. As Sir Hiram Maxim says that 
the Tomsons both assured him, ‘over and over again that 
they were not mediums,’ and ‘ not even Spiritualists,’ and that 
Mrs. Tomson ‘made a clean breast of the whole thing,'we 
need say no more, except to recommend all who are interested 
to obtain ‘ Pearson’s Magazine ’ and read and study Sir Hiram 
Maxim’s article for themselves.

‘Confidence imparts a wondrous inspiration to its pos
sessor. It bears him on in security, either to meet no danger 
or to find matter of glorious trial.’—Milton.

Spirit Healing.—On Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fri
days, Mr. A. Rex, the healing medium, will attend between 
11 a m. and 1 p.m., at the Rooms of the London Spiritualist 
Alliance, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C., to afford Members and 
Associates and their friends an opportunity to avail themselre 
of his services in magnetic healing under spirit control. Ar 
Mr. Rex is unable to treat more than a limited number d 
patients on each occasion, appointments must be made in ad
vance by letter, addressed to the Secretary, Mr. E. W. Wallis. 
Fees, one treatment, 7s. 6d. ; course of three, 15s.
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REMARKABLE MATERIALISATION 
PHENOMENA.

Dr. Chazarain, writing in the ‘ Revue Scientifique et 
Morale du Spiritisme,’ describes some remarkable phenomena 
which he witnessed in Paris over thirty years ago, in which 
the medium and the materialised forms were seen together, 
and in some cases messages were written by the forms in full 
view of the sitters. These materialisations are described as 
‘little known,’ and apparently no report of them has previ
ously been published.

Several instances are given in which materialised hands 
were seen, and either seized or otherwise treated with 
violence. The result, as a rule, was that the medium was 
strongly affected, uttering a cry of pain or rolling on the floor 
in convulsions. In one case the hands of the medium were 
bound, and in others it was evident from the unresisting 
nature of the phantom hand that it was not that of the 
medium. It is attributed to an externalisation of 
the ‘ fluidic limbs ’ of the medium, probably moulded 
and directed by. spirit influence. Yet in certain other 
cases, in which the materialisation was explained as 
being that of a deceased person, and not a condensation 
of the ‘ fluidic body ’ of the medium, the latter was un
affected by any action upon the materialised form. Thus, as 
we are told later on, there were frequently apports of sweets, 
and these were placed in the mouths of the sitters by tangible 
fingers. One of the sitters, an officer, seized one of these fin
gers between his teeth, so firmly that it could not have been 
withdrawn and must have caused pain to the medium, if the 
hand had been hers, but she did not cry out, and the finger 
melted away in the officer’s mouth. At the close of the 
séance he at once examined the medium’s hands, and found 
no trace of any bite. A similar test was tried by another 
sitter, a lady, with the same result.

Casts were obtained of some of the spirit hands ; one of 
them showed ‘a small, thin hand, half closed, which could 
not have been withdrawn from the paratfin-wax mould 
without being dematerialised,’ thus proving that it belonged 
to ‘a psychical and not to a physical organism.’ In this par
ticular case, though not in others, the cast showed a hand 
exactly resembling that of the medium.

Along with Dr. Puel, editor of the ‘ Revue de Psychologie 
Expérimentale,’ founded in 1874 with the help of Aksakoff, 
the writer obtained in 1882 direct slate-writing under excellent 
test conditions :—

The table began to sway and to glide towards the window 
recess. . , A slate and a piece of chalk were placed upon
it, and the curtains drawn so as to darken the recess. A 
moment later we heard the sound of writing with the chalk 
on the slate, and these words were found to have been written : 
11900 I Puel, remember ! ’ This date had also been given in 
several other communications, as being that at which Spirit
ualism would be scientifically recognised. These experiments 
were made under rigorous conditions ; both sides of the slate 
were carefully examined, the table isolated, and,the medium’s 
hands held.

A brass ring, cut out of a solid sheet, without opening or 
join, was placed on the medium’s wrist, and several times, 
when her hands were laid flat on the table, or held by sitters, 
the ring would fall off her wrists and drop on to the floor 
(passage of matter through matter).

In 1882, as the result of phenomena obtained with Mme. 
Bablin during dark séances, a special series of séances was 
held with her in half light, Dr. Chazarain being chairman of 
the circle. At the dark séances, while the medium was bound 
in a chair, unable to lift her hands to the table in front of her, 
various phenomena were obtained, such as raps, movement of 
objects, playing of musical instruments, touching and fanning 
by invisible hands, apports of flowers and sweets, levitation 
of the medium on her chair, which was accurately placed on a 
table scarcely larger than the space required for the chair to 
stand on ; afterwards the spirit hands became luminous, and 
could be seen to take up objects from the table and raise them 
sometimes to the ceiling. Later on, complete materialised 
forms could be distinguished, even in total darkness. One of

them took a pencil and paper, and wrote some charming and 
touching lines of poetry addressed to her mother, who was 
present, and referring to the circumstances of her decease. 
Other good indications of identity were also obtained by 
visible forms and written messages.

The phenomena which occurred at séances held in partial 
light will be described in future numbers of the ‘ Revue du 
Spiritisme.’

SPIRITUALISM AN AID TO JOYOUS LIVING.

Life—mysterious, wonderful life. Who can tell us what 
it is or why we are alive 1 What an infinite variety of forms 
it takes, all of them beautiful. What grace, what charm, 
what diversity, and yet all organisms express the same power 
which we call life. What changes occur during the develop
ment from seed to seed again ; ‘ first the blade, then the ear, 
then the full corn in the ear.’ Everywhere silent, persistent, 
powerful, life clothes itself with bodies : it awakes from its 
sleep in the rocks, moves in the grass, grows in the trees, 
glows in the flowers, sings in the birds, feels and thinks in the 
beasts, becomes interpretive and self-revealing in man, and 
understands and lovingly obeys in spirit.

What a thing it is to be alive : to thrill and throb with 
the virile power of life : to be healthy, strong, free and active. 
How the vigorous, happy children shout and sing with the 
simple delight of living. With what abandon they fling 
themselves into their little pleasures and rejoice in their 
activities. And the children ‘ of an older growth ’ whom we 
call men and women, when they are natural and * sound in 
wind and limb,’are buoyant, breezy, cheery and brave. To 
the healthy and strong the world is a good place to live in, 
and to the well-balanced and spiritually free it is good to be 
alive. For us all Nature is an open book full of mysteries, 
surprises and delights. Even its dangers are challenges—they 
arouse the spirit to adventure and to conquest. As Gerald 
Massey so truly said :—

This world’s as full of beauty 
As other worlds above,

And if man did his duty 
It would be full of love.

It is not God’s providence that fails, but man’s ignorance, 
folly, cupidity, blindness, and inhumanity that make this 
beautiful world * a vale of tears,’ where 1 countless thousands 
mourn.’ The old idea that to be happy is wrong, to be miser
able is natural, to be sorrowful and gloomy is religious, and 
that happiness must be postponed to the hereafter is dying 
out at last—thank God—and we are beginning to appreciate 
the fact that He paints fine skies, gives us fresh, pure air, 
bright, invigorating sunshine, alternating seasons, each full 
of special interests and beauties—that, in fact, for every 
appreciative observer, as Robert Blatchford recently said :—•

A thing of beauty is always comforting and delightful, 
and the world is filled with beauty ; with beauty of tree and 
flower, or floating cloud and silky sky, and ‘ countless dimp
lings of the waves of the deep,’ and these things bring to us 
* health aud quiet breathing,' in spile of the gloomy days and 
of the darkened ways made for our searching.

Nature is bountiful and fair. Is it Nature’s fault if we 
trample on the blossom and batten on the weed 1 Does not 
Nature give us food, and warmth, and light, and beauty! 
Man only is to blame for man’s sorrow. The brightest gems 
and the fairest garlands of life are in man’s gift. Love, know
ledge, friendship, honour, justice, mercy, and kind words are 
all in man’s gift. And higher still, and still more precious, 
there is within man’s reach the richest crown of all, the crown 
of virtue and well-doing. If age and death and disappoint
ment are the end of every’ man’s desire, they are inevitable, and 
only a weakling will whimper over evils unavoidable. . .

The rage of all pessimists appears to rise from their resent
ment against Nature. They are mad because they must die. 
They are mad because appetite becomes sated with much in
dulgence ; because friends die, and pleasures pall, and youth’s 
tree sheds fruit and blossom and leaf, and at last becomes a 
barren trunk with naked and sapless branches, fit only to be 
wrenched up by the storm, and gathered together as faggots 
for the fire. These men who so curse life, curse it because their 
love of life is great and their anger great at losing it.
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The Rev. A. M. |)f itcbell. whose article was quoted in 
‘Lioiit,’ p. 413, «poke eloquently of ‘Joy in Dying,' but after 
all his joy was the joy of living, for, as he himself said, it is 
simply * the joy of those who realise their own personal death
lessness, and who make a living, bright reality of those good 
things that God has prepared for those that love Him,’ or who 
love all things good, true, pure and beautiful.

The agnostic Blatchford and the Rev. Mitchell agree. The 
one says that the pessimist rages and is afraid, because, 
although he may not realise it, he sets such high value on life 
that he dreads the coming of death lest it should rob him of 
the priceless boon of consciousness, and the illumined preacher 
dwells upon the * pitiable spectacle of those who cling on to the 
world and go hence not willingly, gladly, joyfully, but of neces
sity, compulsorily, sorrowfully, who are in bondage all their 
We long to the fear of dying, for death dogs their footsteps 
all the days, like some gloomy, hideous spectre.’

When we fully realise that conscious survival after bodily 
death is natural and real, we are not likely ‘ to miss the joy of 
living through the fear of dying,’ and when we also realise 
that healthy, natural, joyous life here—a life of strong, helpful 
service, of delightful activity and of comprehending enjoyment 
of the blessings and beauties of this world—is the wisest, 
truest, and best preparation for the free, happy and joyous 
life hereafter, tAen dying will be accepted as an incident only 
in our progressive career, as natural and desirable as is restful 
and refreshing repose after labour: then our days on earth 
wiil not be darkened with dread but we shall revel in the 
exercise of the power which knowledge gives, and shill experi
ence the delights which inevitably follow on our voluntary 
and purposive harmony with the laws of health and righteous
ness, bodily and spiritually, and our loving kindness towards 
our fellow men.

■THE TIMES’ AND SPIRITUALISM.

‘The Times,'on the nth inst., in a clever non-committal 
review of Mr. Podtnore’s book entitled ‘The New Spiritualism,’ 
says :—

The standard of evidence required by Psychical Researchers 
is about five tin<es stricter than that required to hang a man 
for murder, and Mr. Podmore’s standard is several degrees 
stricter than that . . yet, when he has done his worst, even 
Podmore finds something left for astonishment and specula
tion. . . We seem to be driven back on the old hypothesis 
that the possessing ghosts are really the spirits of the dead. 
Mr. Podmore himself begins to relent towards it. But this 
is beset by as many difficulties as the telepathic explanation.

A third explanation is suggested, namely, the psychometric, 
as follows :—

The site of a communication is of some importance— 
thus Dr. Hodgson’s manifestations through Mrs. Piper in 
America, where he lived and died, are of astonishing veri
similitude ; in England his ghost, communicating by the 
same channel, is vague and unpersuasive ; it fails to recognise 
bis intimate friends of old. Secondly, things touched and 
worn by dead men are well-known stimulators of reminiscences 
in clairvoyants, and these things suggest a provisional theory 
which avoids some of the objections to the telepathic 
and outrc-tomhe explanations—namely, that the memories and 
trails of personality which come to life in the body of the 
medium, though derived from the dead man’s spirit, are not 
set in motion by his mental activity after death, but arise from 
a sort of aura or emanation which attached itself to his home 
and his belongings during his lifetime. . . The friends of 
the dead man may recreate his image in the medium, not by 
the action of their minds (the telepathic hypothesis often 
creaks uncomfortably under the strain of this adjustment), 
but by the mere presence of their emanation-haunted bodies.

This seems to be the last resort—the argument of despair. 
It is decidedly ingenious, and is worthy of Podmore himself, 
but it lacks one thing—it does not cover the ground of all 
the facts.

‘The Times’ concludes that the present ‘is a critical time 
for psychical research both sides of the grave,’ and says :—

There is a certain irony in the notion that Mr. Podmore, 
whose energies have been so long spent in questioning the 
reality of the messages purporting to come from the little 

band of pioneers beyond, has now joined the band hitn^ 
What will they make of him there? and what will hemal^ 
them ? When the next news comes from nowhere (for we nuv[, 
sure that the automatic scripts of the inspired ladies will t,'.' 
leave him long alone), shall we find him continuing hi, |.i 
maelite skirmishings and confounding his brother ghosts k 
denying the genuineness of their messages front the lifi^i 
Or will he sit down with a chastened spirit to devise some^ 
acrostic method of proving his own continued existence t- 
those he has left behind ?

We sometimes wonder when the game of cob-web spinni^ 
will finish and the weight of the evidence be admitted to b, 
such as would not only suffice ‘ to hang a man for nutria 
but to break through all the intellectual entanglements devhej 
by theorisers who possess ‘laboratory brains,’ and towinthe 
acceptance of all reasonable and truth-loving men and womei 
The testimony to the reality of the facts and the validity of 
the messages is ‘so abundant and consentaneous’ that the 
attempt to prove anything by evidence may well be abandoned 
if these proofs are rejected as inadequate and unconvincing.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE.

On Thursday, the 8th inst., a pleasant afternoon wa, 
spent by a large number of the Members and Associates of 
the London Spiritualist Alliance, the occasion being a recep
tion to welcome Mrs. Knight McLellan, a medium from Mel
bourne, Australia. After an hour spent in social intercourse, 
the chairman, Mr. Henry Withall, introduced Mrs. McLellan 
to the assembly, stating that she had come to England with 
recommendations from Australian friends, and for many yean 
had been a useful and acceptable instrument for spirit people. 
She was desirous of doing some work for Spiritualism while 
here, and he felt sure that she would receive a warm welcome

Mrs. McLellan expressed her appreciation of the kind 
welcome accorded to her—a stranger in her native land- 
and said that her visit to her homeland was a fulfilment of i 
prophecy, made many years ago, that she would live to work 
for Spiritualism in England. She then sat quiet for a time 
and passed under spirit control, and after a few impres
sive words her spirit guide proceeded to speak of spirit people 
whom he could see were present. Mention was made d 
about a dozen individuals, Christian names being given ii 
almost all cases, surnames in three instances, and nearly ill 
were recognised.

At the close, the Chairman, Mr. F. Thurstan, Mr. George 
Spriggs, the Rev. J. Page Hopps, Mrs. Bell, Archdeacon 
Colley, and Mr. E. W. Wallis took part in an interesting 
discussion on the value of physical phenomena and clairvoyant 
descriptions, and on the methods employed by clairvoyants in 
describing spirit people, and how those methods could be im
proved so as to secure the best and most convincing results. 
A hearty vote of appreciation was accorded to Mrs. Knight 
McLellan for her services and of good wishes for her sucos 
in this country. Refreshments were handed round during 
the afternoon, and the opportunities for conversation, both 
before and after the reception proceedings, were taken advan
tage of to the full, and much appreciated.

The opening Conversazione on October 13th, and the lec
tures of the forthcoming session at the Royal Society d 
British Artists, are eagerly looked forward to by the Men 
hers and Associates.

‘ Tests are all well enough for unbelievers or even inquiren 
but in our own sphere, where we all know what we kwv 
fewer tests and more of the philosophy of our religion wodi 
be desirable at all times, and, as those who are advanced ko« 
full well, would bring around us and among us a higher du 
of intelligences.’

Human life cannot be fully rounded by only couideriq 
the Here and Now. Its yearnings, divinely created, reach oal 
with equal ardour for the Whither and the Hereafter. The 
mighty quest of each one of humanity’s great mass is to kno» 
what will become of us after death. The thoughtful men ui 
women are learning to say with Victor Hugo, * I feel within 
myself the certainty of future life.’
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MR. FRANK PODMORE AND THE ‘PRO AND 
CON SPIRITUALISM.’

By E. Wake Cook.

It will seem paradoxical to say that I only * met ’ the late 
Mr. Podmore in combat. When Messrs. Isbister and Co. pro
jected the Pro and Con series, under the editorship of Mr. 
Henry Murray, they honoured Spiritualism by making it the 
second volume of the series. Mr. Podmore was appointed to 
take the Con, and I, on the recommendation of Mr. Dawson 
Rogers, was asked to take the Pro, a compliment I appreciated 
highly.

* This was the thesis given to us by the Editor.

I had just been reading Mr. Podmore’s ‘ History and 
Criticism of Modern Spiritualism,’ and I had been pained by 
his settled determination to do us less than justice ; to belittle 
our cause and ourselves, and leave a trail of suspicion over us 
all, and he even hinted that Sir William Crookes had been 
gulled in his own laboratory. I felt indignant and full of 
fight, when an interview with Mr. Podmore was published in 
which he said that in his 1 History ’ he had been obliged to be 
judicial, but in the Pro and Con essay he was ‘ going to let 
himself go ! ’ Heavens ! I thought, if he is going to hit harder 
than he did in bis history what are we to expect I So I 
buckled on my armour, so to speak, with that ‘ stern joy which 
warriors feel in foemen worthy of their steel ’ (pens), and my 
brain was teeming with the good, but severe things I was going 
to say, when I received a polite little note from Mr. Podmore 
asking me to dine with him and talk it over ! This was to 
take all the fight out of me and leave me limp and spiritless. 
I had in my mind the insults, the contumely, the libels 
and the suspicion thrown on our grand cause which I had 
come across in forty years’ reading, and I was eager to 
carry the war into the enemies’ camp and have a good, straight 
talk. So I politely declined to dine, but did what was very 
much more useful to him. At considerable cost of valuable 
time I gave him a complete outline of my whole argument, 
thus giving him all the advantages.

Whether it was my argument or not I cannot say, but the 
fact remains that when I read Mr. Podmore’s Essay, on its 
publication, I was surprised to find that instead of 1 letting 
himself go,’ as he had threatened, he was really more restrained 
than in his ‘ History.’ It was that advance threat of his that 
he was going to hit us so hard which roused my combative
ness ; and still I am not sure that if we are to turn the other 
cheek to the smiter it is not better to knock him down first, 
just to show that we do so from Christian resignation, not 
from cowardice and inability to hold our own.

To speak more seriously ; it was a great delight to write 
the book. Ideas flowed in so tumultuously that I was all but 
overwhelmed, and I could have written volumes. It is not 
until one tries to state, even in outline, the whole case for 
Modern Spiritualism that one realises its adamantine strength 
compared with which the fiercest attacks of its opponents are 
the mere babbling of babes. Its range is stupendous, its heights 
and depths are thought-staggering, and the way in which for 
the last sixty years the whole trend of thought has been in 
our direction is very remarkable. Our conception of the 
after-life on grand evolutionary lines, with no break of con
tinuity, is being gradually adopted without acknowledgment, 
and when all our ideas are appropriated in the same way we 
shall be told by our opponents that they knew it all before !

I should like to conclude with one or two final sentences 
from my essay, the Pro to Mr. Podmore’s Con :—

The march of discovery tends to strengthen the position of 
Spiritualism, and to prepare minds to receive it. There are 
scarcely any accepted scientific hypotheses quite so secure. So 
I claim that communication with the s/iirit world is estab- 

» lished as a scientific /act,*  and that we are only waiting 
for the laggards to come into line. But it will take time. 
The idea of an after-life has been so badly prejudiced by 
mediaeval nightmares and the theologians’ threats of a fiery 
hell ; and by the grisly terrors of death and the gruesome 
horrors of the Inferno which have been brought home to us so 
vividly by the splendid art of Milton and Dante, that the

very thought of an after life carrying such dire possibilities 
causes abhorrence, and men banish the idea of the hereafter, 
and, like children, think that by shutting their eyes a thing 
has ceased to be. But when it dawns on them that an after
life is a scientific fact, that this world is the only hell for us, 
that each succeeding world is upward—the inevitable outcome 
of an evolution grander than we dreamed—then they will 
realise their transcendent destiny, and fall into line with those 
patient pioneers who have borne the heat and burden of the day. 
When our thinkers realise the significance of the enormous 
extension of our faculties and powers revealed by Spiritualism, 
they will see how greatly man is raised in the scale of being, 
and how largely his dignity and responsibility are increased. 
This will compel a reconstruction of all our systems of philo
sophy, and when this work is begun our thinkers will find to 
their amazement that these despised Spiritualists, aided by 
their spirit friends, have been quietly laying the foundations 
of a grander philosophy than was ever deemed possible, 
uniting opposing systems, correlating science, philosophy and 
religion, and embracing them in higher synthesis. All things 
tend towards this sublime consummation, and Spiritualism, 
that has ‘ pointed to other worlds and led the way,’ has two 
great allies, time and truth—resist them who can.

A PROPHETIC DREAM EXACTLY FULFILLED.

Will you please place on record this story, which is worth 
preserving as a plain unvarnished tale. I had it from an old 
lady living in an ancient English city. She must be about 
seventy-five years of age : she was happily married for more 
than forty years, and is now a widow. She says that she 
frequently feels her late husband near her, and is often sensible 
of the pressure of his hand. That, however, is not the story. 
When she was a child her mother died. When she was nine
teen years old she had a dream which she related to me as 
follows

‘ I dreamed that I was standing with my family in a strange 
street in a strange place. While we were all there my dead 
mother appeared and said to my brother Thomas, “ Thomas, 
you must come with me.” There was nothing unpleasing 
about this—it was merely a summons. After a while she 
came again and said, “Robert, you must come with me," 
and Robert followed Thomas. Then again she came, and this 
time it was, “ Father, you must come,” and he went, and 
then my sister Sarah was called and she went. After this 
I turned to my last sister, Hannah, who was left with me, 
and I said, “ Hannah, isn’t it dreadful that you and I should 
be left all alone in this strange place 1 ” The dream during a 
good many years was gradually fulfilled. We left the place 
where we were then living and removed to this city, and in it 
I recognised the street of my dream. My brother Thomas 
died first, then Robert, then my father, and then my sister 
Sarah, and now Hannah and I are living here alone.’

What do the readers of ‘Light’ make of this I Is life 
a programme to be worked out of necessity by us, or are 
we making our own history as we go on 1 I myself rather 
lean to the former theory. The above story is valuable 
as showing that the departed have not so much really 
departed as just become invisible to us. They are as 
much about us at times as the wind is always. My 
own feeling has been for many years that these stories, 
told by people who are neither knaves nor fools, are substan
tially true in the great mass of cases, and the question is not, 
do these things happen I—we may be sure that they do 
happen—but, what do they teach'! It is absurd to accept all 
the Bible stories of prophetic dreams without a demur, and 
yet to hold that all such stories to-day are downright nonsense 
or lies. Human history is, we may be tolerably sure, of a 
piece, homogeneous, one kind of dealing throughout, and if 
men at any time received advice, warning, or forecasts of the 
future in dreams, the same thing may occur still.

But I am not writing an essay. I shall be glad if this 
can be placed on record, and send further particulars for the 
Editor’s private information. I may not have given the 
Christian names of the brothers and sisters as they were told 
me—the important fact is that they passed away at long inter
vals, in the exact order in which they were summoned in the 
dream, and now the sister called Hannah and the narrator 
are left, living, I think, generally together in the city seen in 
the dream. Fitz-Adam.
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THE LABORATORY’ BRAIN.

Professor William James, whose decease is both a loss 
■nd * gain, discussing, in one of his writings, human sur
vival of death, said, in an unusual outburst of emotion: 
' No, no, no 1 I reach beyond the laboratory brain.’ It was 
■ penetrating cry, and had as much meaning as emotion in 
it, ' The laboratory brain ’ has been of priceless value to 
mankind. It has won much and taught much, and has 
beon at once discipline and discovery for the children of 
mon. It has guided modern science, ordored modern com
merce, piled up modern wealth, and has in it the promise 
of the mastery of the elements and of the earth, with 
gains that surpass the raptures of poets and the dreams of 
seers. But there was deep significance in Professor James’ 
restless and pathetic cry.

The laboratory brain is a specialised brain. It has 
been evolved on certain lines, for a certain purpose and for 
definite work. It imposed upon itself strict limitations, 
at the same time that it launched out for perilous flights. 
It had to be both a discoverer and a challenger, a witness 
and a cross-examiner, a canoniser and a ’ devil’s advocate.’ 
It bad to become a brain trained for experiments with 
present-day data, tests and limits, though always with an 
eye for the thing just beyond and a certain amount of faith 
(if that were possible) in the scientific imagination; though 
this last did not go far even with the prophets of science.

On the whole, the training and use of the laboratory 
brain strongly tended to draw sharp lines between the possi
ble and the impossible, with frequent and even passionate 
emphasis on the latter. Its field was this world, and its 
material the stuff the world is made of. Its instruments and 
its tests were the senses and such tests as were inherent in 
substances and weights and scales. It was therefore 
more than shy of unseen and intangible things, and 
rather resented their intrusion cither into its arena or its 
creed. There were many notable exceptions, as in the 
case of Faraday, but, as a rule, the laboratory brain 
resisted the rumour of spirits, or kept itself and its opera
tions in a separate and air-tight compartment—as Faraday 
did.

We have very little right, and, at the present moment, 
have very little inclination to dislike the laboratory or to 
blamo its brain. For the one we are aboundingly thankful, 
and for the other we have not a word of reproof. At the 
utmost we have only a word of warning, and that is 
rapidly becoming unnecessary. We shall probably not hear 
again what tho writer of these words heard from the lips 

of a celebrated scientific experimenter and author—the 
painf ul cry : ‘ Then what is to become of all that I have 
published 1 ’ If the utterer of that cry were living today 
he would almost certainly agree with the University 
authority who, on being asked by the Librarian what booh 
on chemistry and electricity he should retain, said, Pm 
out all over twenty years of age.’

The spirit or etheric world has so far blended with the 
material world, and the marriage of physiology and 
psychology has produced such a brood of surprises, that 
the laboratory brain is being forced into unexpected paths, 
where the old data, tests and limitations are often more 
like hindrances than helps. In the end, the Spiritualist 
will have his chance and come to his own, and will be 
glad of the help of a further development of the labora
tory brain.

In the realm of medicine, the laboratory brain has been 
very similar in its action, and, until lately, with very little 
inducement for anyone to say anything but, ‘There is no 
speculation in those eyes.’ One of the funniest and most 
enlightening of books would be a well-informed one on 
‘The History of the Pharmacopoeia in Ancient and Modern 
Times.’ Heaven only knows where the ancient practitioners 
got their notions from, but they were just as positive 
about their filthy remedies as our grandfathers were about 
their cupping and bleeding, their leeches and their blisters, 
their draughts that were black and their pills that were 
blue: and the laboratory brain of these grandfathers 
resisted as dangerous quackery ‘herbalists,’ hydropathy, 
homceopathy and mesmerism, and excluded their patients 
from fresh air: an open wiudow at night, or indeed at any 
time, being a sort of sin against the Holy Ghost. How 
amusing and how beautiful it is to see the change that has 
come over the spirit of their dream 1—the evolution and 
transformation of the laboratory brain !

Is it not just the same in ‘the religious world’? The 
laboratory brain of the old creedmakers was closely akin to 
the brain of the old alchemist and the brain of the old 
medicine man, only the one wrought with dogmas and 
maledictions while the others wrought with chemicals and 
filth. The old theological laboratories, for production, are 
all closed, and the new ones that exist are only used for 
preserving and potting the old stuff: and the theological 
laboratory brain of to-day is largely directed to the inven
tion of colouring matter, the faking of analyses and the 
decoration of labels, for the marketing of what has been 
potted and preserved.

But that is happily being changed, and thanks largely 
to the subtile influence of the spiritual revealings of our 
day, revealings that have come in many ways, apparently 
altogether apart from religion ; but all the same the trans
formation is being achieved. Almost for the first time, ‘the 
religious world ’ is waking up to sec that religion is not 
dogma and malediction but freedom and mercy. A thousand 
softening and enlightening influences are at work; a 
thousand interblendings of thought and aspiration are 
changing the old theological laboratory brain. Westminster 
Abbey cuts out the curses of the Athanasian Creed, sets 
the rest to music and sings it. The City Temple has 
parted with Boanerges and welcomed the Beloved. The air 
is full of sighs for Christian union. All the new hymn 
books bear witness to the desire to sing the true songs of • 
Zion. Even Socialism is teaching something to the Bench 
of Bishops and influencing the throne.

And what of our dear brother, ‘ the man in the 
street’? ‘Hardly-entreated Brother!’ as Carlyle called 
the work-bent labourer : hardly-entreated Brother, shut up 
to the laboratory of the streets, daily experimenting on 
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how to pay your bills, and solving the problem of providing 
for old age, with little to help you but a hustling ‘governor,’ 
a ratecollector, the music-hall, ‘Comic Cuts’ and ‘The 
Daily Mail.’ As Carlyle again says, ‘Tbou wert our Con
script, on whom the lot fell, and fighting our battles wert 
so marred.’

The nineteenth century produced ‘the man in the 
street,’ and ran him all to bead, by reason of the necessity 
to keep going in the struggle for life, developing thereby a 
certain shrewdness and sharpness which, useful enough for 
asking questions and engaging in the general scramble, 
tended to the atrophy of imagination, poetry and soul. 
So that, in multitudes of cases, the modern head has not 
got so far as a laboratory brain at all, but only a faculty 
for smart dealing with daily tasks, inventing small pleasures 
and making up the rent. Hence the possessors of that 
head desert the Church without reaching a laboratory, live 
only for daily needs, trouble themselves not at all about 
their souls, and grin at talk of ghosts.

Will this vital problem be ever solved ? Will this 
‘ man in the street,’ upon whom everything may presently 
depend, ever awake to the splendid vision of a higher life? 
Will he ever see God and the angels in his ‘ street ’ 1 We 
feel sure he will.

MR. PODMORE’S LATEST OPINIONS.

The interest attaching to Mr. Podmore’s book ‘ The Newer 
Spiritualism,’ just issued by Mr. Fisher Unwin (price 8s. 6d. 
net), is largely increased by the fact that its publication follows 
so quickly on the author’s untimely decease. But for that, we 
might have been inclined to treat it somewhat summarily 
as merely ‘ another batch of Podmoreisms.’ Yet even at that 
it merits attention, because there is in this book a great deal 
to show that Mr. Podmore has been impressed by the weighty 
character of the most recent evidence obtained in the form of 
‘ cross-correspondences ’; he is neither so drastic in his mode 
of attack nor so uncompromising in his conclusions as he 
has habitually shown himself with regard to spirit phenomena 
in general.

In the first portion of the present work, when dealing 
with ‘ the older Spiritualism,’ Mr. Podmore is as rampant and 
destructive as ever, and where he cannot directly impugn the 
evidence he complains of the inadequacy of the records, 
and the frequent absence of special particulars as to light, 
holding of hands, or other details which he represents as 
being essential for the understanding of what really took 
place. But it seems to us that the estimation of their import
ance might fairly be left to the common-sense (to say nothing 
of the scientific acumen) of the witnesses, and that when 
investigators say that they saw a certain phenomenon take 
place, it is no answer to talk about ‘ carefully regulated gloom ’ 
or to suggest that a definite statement ‘ probably represents 
more of inference than of observation.’ Mr. Robert Bell 
described in the ‘Cornhill Magazine’ for August, I860, how 
D. D. Home had been seen to ‘ pass from one side of the 
window to the other, feet foremost, lying horizontally in the 
air,’ and to repass the reverse way, visible against the * grey, 
silvery light of the window.’ Mr. Podmore reads into this 
account the words ‘ square of the window,’ and remarks that 
the window * probably was not a square,’ and that we are 
not told how far it was shrouded by curtains. He adds : 1 We 
are by no means called upon to assume that the whole of 
Home’s person was seen at once floating horizontally in the 
air.’ The irrelevancy, not to say puerility, of such ' criticism ’ 
is as obvious as it is astounding from a man of Mr. Pod- 
more’s high intellectual calibre.

Another large section of the book is devoted to Eusapia 
Paladino, and here again Mr. Podmore seizes on the slightest 
omission of (perhaps unnecessary) details in the published 
reports of her seances, and says of M. Courtier's report on 
the sittings conducted by the Iustitut Psychologique at Paris: 

* Such a condensed description is of just so much value as 
the ordinary observer’s account of a conjuring trick. It 
tells us only that the witnesses did not see through the 
trick: but it does not tell us how it was done.’ Does Mr. 
Podmore really expect that it should I

He is more complimentary to Messrs. Feilding, Baggally 
and Carrington, as regards their sittings with Eusapia at 
Naples, and he 1 cannot point to anything which the investi
gators ought to have done which has been left undone,’ with 
one exception, of which he makes the most in subsequent 
pages. He admits that the only alternatives are ‘ a display 
of some hitherto unrecognised force or that the witnesses 
were hallucinated,’ and after whittling down the phenomena 
to fit his theory, he decides for hallucination. Yet we have 
the express assurance of the witnesses that the best phenomena 
were obtained under conditions of light which made hallucina
tion not only improbable but virtually out of the question, 
because the verification of the results did not depend, as Mr. 
Podmore throughout implies, on the sense of touch alone, in 
semi-darkness or under cover of a curtain, but on the far more 
comprehensive testimony of the sight of three persons (besides 
a stenographer) in a well-lighted room. Mr. Podmore even 
complains that when an observer says ‘ my control is the same 
as before,’ he ‘ does not tell us the nature of his control, nor 
the position of Eusapia’s right hand.’ As a matter of fact the 
same observer had just said, as quoted by Mr. Podmore him
self, with regard to the apparition of a hand from the cabinet : 
‘ It is certainly not the right hand, because I had control of 
it all the time.’ And this is how Mr. Podmore finds that ‘the 
record is at critical moments incomplete 1 ’

The most important feature of the book, however, is the 
historical resume and criticism of the phenomena presented 
by Mrs. Piper, Mrs. Thompson, and others, including the now 
celebrated ‘ cross-correspondences,’ in which, altogether, seven 
persons were concerned, a fact which is referred to in one of 
the automatic communications, as one of many forms under 
which the idea of ‘seven ' was presented—suggested, appar
ently, by the communicators having sensed Mr. Piddington’s 
intention to use the number seven as a proof of survival in 
his own case (see ‘ Light,’ p. 303). Another factor is dis
covered by Mr. Podmore, who chooses to assume and assert 
it ejc cathedra, without giving any authority for the state
ment He says

That other factor must be sought in Mrs. Verrall’s agency; 
we find trace of her influence in the Dante allusions. Mr. 
Piddington had for years been repeating ‘ seven ’ for all the 
world—that is, all the world within the range of his tele
pathic influence—to hear. Mrs. Verrail reads the ‘ Divine 
Comedy,’ and the idea of ‘ seven,’already latent in her mind, 
is reinforced by a series of Dante images. Mrs. Verrail, then, 
apparently a much more powerful telepathic agent than Mr. 
Piddington, swells the stream of telepathic influence, and the 
effects, in the five remaining automatists, rise to the surface 
of the dream consciousness.

The idea of Mrs. Verrall acting as telepathic exchange, 
and as relay for increasing the feeble power of the original 
message, is somewhat comical, and so is the unwitting 
thought-transference involved. When Mr. Podmore repeats 
(pp. 273-274) that ‘Mrs. Piper says “Angel Band” because 
Mrs. Verrall after reading Dante has been trying to say 
“ Angels ” to her, and the words “ angelorum chori ” happened 
to occur in the Latin doggerel,’ he probably no 
more means that Mrs. Verrall was consciously wishing to 
communicate these words than he does with regard to Mr. 
Piddington when he says that the latter ‘ had for years been 
repeating “ seven ” for all the world within the range of his 
telepathic influence to hear.’ He means it merely as an illus
tration of his theory of telepathy as a factor in these 1 cross
correspondences,’ namely, that an idea which is strongly present 
to one person's mind is being continuously sent forth for those 
who are sufficiently receptive to pick up and give forth as 
their own. He says :—

Whatever interpretation may ultimately be given to these 
curious writings, we are forced to recognise something extra
ordinary to be explained. It may ultimately be proved that 
there is no indication of post-mortem agency, but to prove 
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this it is necessary to assume the action of living minds upon 
one another of an unprecedented kind (p. 23H).

So far as my analysis of these cases has gone, I cannot 
find any coincidences of thought and expression of which the 
natural association of ideas in tuinds pre-occupied with the 
same themes, aided by occasional telepathic interaction 
amongst the automatists themselves, would not appear to 
furnish a sufficient explanation (p. 254).

Still, Mr. Podmore was not altogether insensible to the 
apparent strength of the evidence for spirit intluence. With 
regard to the first period of Mrs. Piper’s mediumship he says 
fp. 183) : ‘The results are very impressive, and many of those 
who have studied the records hold that they establish at least 
a primd facie case for the belief in the possibility of com
munication with our departed friends.’ He admits that ‘ the 
automatists unquestionably show that they possess information 
which could not have reached their consciousness by normal 
means, and it is in tracing this information to its source that 
the main interest of the inquiry will be found.’ He refers 
to the developments that have occurred in Mrs. Piper’s 
mediumship, and says (p. 305) : ‘ The change in the character 
of the recent sittings and the remarkable and lifelike develop
ment of some of the trance personalities is, no doubt, con
sistent with the hypothesis of spirit control,’ though he strongly 
inclines to the belief—which he elaborates in a chapter on 
‘the stage-setting of the trance’—that the facts are derived 
from the mind of the sitter and given out in a dramatic form 
which makes it appear that one or more spirit personalities are 
concerned ; the real actor of all these varied parts is identified 
by Mr. Podmore as the ‘dream-self of the medium. After 
recapitulating some limitations of spirit communication, Mr. 
Podtnore says

These facta do not, of course, constitute an insuperable 
objection to the hypothesis of spirit communication. The hypo
thetical conditions of communication between the other world 
and this by means of a kind of partial reincarnation may, as 
suggested by Hodgson long ago, be such as to confuse and 
impair the intellect of the spirit wishing to communicate ; 
or if we discard even this modified form of the possession 
theory, our terrestrial experience is sufficient to show that 
telepathy is a very uncertain means of communication. Evi
dence derived from dramatic verisimilitude should, no doubt, 
be largely discounted, since the dream-self is unquestionably 
a first-rate actor ; -but when all allowances are made, it is 
difficult not to feel impressed by some of the utterances of 
the Hodgson control, especially the ‘ buying Billy ’ incident, 
the little drama of shaking the fist at Mrs. James, and the 
Putnam-Bowditch episode. The Hodgson cipher message to 
Mrs. Holland also carries some weight. There is, too, the 
curious fact that Mrs. Piper has occasionally recognised 
photographs of the supposed control (p. 312).

Mr. Podmore sumsup by saying that the results obtained 
by comparison of the scripts are worth all the labour spent 
upon them, and that the inquiry should be followed up in 
order to find further indications of a directing and organis
ing intelligence. But have not these indications been found 
already! Mr. Podmore is constantly opening doors and 
shutting them again. In one place he suggests that the 
Verrall Myers gives evidence of much wider culture and 
intellect than the Piper-Myers, and that therefore they can
not be the same personality. But he admits that there is 
olten interplay and confusion between the real communicator 
and the medium’s secondary personality, which sometimes 
took his place and played his part when he was inaccessible. 
Again, we think that full value should be given to the fact 
that different brains present different opportunities for ena
bling the spirit communicator to express himself freely. This 
is very noticeable when we consider how constantly the mes
sages through Mrs. Verrall came in Latin and Greek, while 
with Mrs. Piper there is great difficulty in transmitting the 
simplest allusion to classical nomenclature, or to more modern 
names with which Mrs. Piper herself is unfamiliar.

It is pleasing to note that Mr. Podmore concludes the 
book in a strain in which, were he still among us, it would be 
possible to argue with him. He does not deny the strong 
primd facie evidence for spirit return, but neither does he 
consider that that evidence is sufficiently complete to be 
conclusive. If there were more cases of the best and most

convincing type, he thinks that they would go far to establish 
spirit return ; but one case, even if apparently conclusive, is 
not enough to support a complete theory of survival. He 
does not discourage research, only we might be tempted to 
ask, for how many more years will proofs need to be accumu
lated in order that one of Mr. Podmore’s persuasion might 
say something rather more encouraging than that they were 
‘worth the labour spent upon them ’ ?

MEDIUMISTIC AND PSYCHICAL EXPERIENCES.

By Ernest A. Tietkens.

(Continued from page 431.)

Ox Clairvoyance, Dream-Visions, and General 
Phenomena.

Having been present at so many se mces, some with pro
fessional mediums, others at private sittings, including those 
of my own family circle, that I have been well able to learn 
much from the incidents that have occurred, and to form a 
fairly correct estimate of the true character of the phenomena, 
I will narrate some of the incidents that may be instructive 
to others. I have been careful to withhold names, but many 
are still living who were present at some of these seances, and 
who could, if necessary, corroborate my statements.

During the time that the clairvoyant faculty was being 
awakened within me, I often could distinguish, with my eyes 
shut, the various articles standing about in my bedroom. A 
light transparent atmosphere, of a slightly greenish golden 
hue, seemed to pervade my bedroom and light up every
thing clearly so that I was able to see all my surroundings. 
In this atmosphere I could discern the spirits as they came 
into the room and distinguish their forms and features. They 
were clothed in golden garments that fell gracefully over 
their spirit forms to the ground. On more than one occasion 
I have seen my body lying on my bed fast asleep before my 
spirit has actually retaken possession of its fleshly tenement.

Out of the Body.
One night my spirit, freed from the trammels of the flesh, 

saw my physical body lying asleep on my bed. My body was 
luminous, my head and brain particularly so. I could see 
that my physical eyes were firmly closed in sleep. My spirit 
could clearly discern that the atmosphere surrounding my 
physical body was also luminous and seemingly phosphores
cent. The thought flashed through my brain, ‘ How wonder
ful ! ’ Which brain operated to produce this thought (for the 
spirit is the exact counterpart of the body) I could not judge, 
whether it was the physical or spiritual. It might have been 
a joint production. Now followed the strangest part of the 
phenomenon. I distinctly saw with my physical eyes (though 
still fast asleep) my spirit standing above and near me, clad in 
its spiritual dress, which shimmered and shone like the iris
coloured light to be seen reflected in the rays from the diamond 
or in that beautiful rainbowed flame of the electric light. The 
next moment I lost spiritual consciousness, and my spirit had 
entered its tenement of flesh. I opened my physical eyes in 
the dark.

On another occasion, when asleep, my physical eyes were 
opened clairvoyantly to behold my own spirit approach me. 
I had time to study my spiritual surroundings. My spirit was 
clothed in a very bright luminous dress (somewhat like the 
golden brightness of a white gas globe when the gas flame is 
lighted and the light is burning) that covered the spirit form 
entirely, falling in graceful folds to the feet. I saw my face 
beautified and glowing with a golden light; noted even the 
rose flush on my cheeks and the colour of my eyes. My 
‘ double ’ pointed to an open window which I saw for a moment 
near my head. It was intended to convey a warning to me, 
which I fully understood. The next moment I awoke, toopen 
my eyes in the dark.

Now in both these cases I was fully able to note my physical 
personality through the personality of the spirit. The spirit 
face, luminous and bright, lit up with the golden aura that 
evidently dwelt within the spirit frame, showed my physical
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likeness. I saw the physical body with the spiritual eye, and 
also the spiritual body through the physical eye, spiritually 
opened.

Whether what I saw was a reflection of the spirit in or 
through the physical brain I was not able to decide, but I am 
perfectly certain that on both these occasions I saw my spirit 
form beautified, and standing near me in the air, ready to 
enter its earthly shell. These and many other personal 
experiences have fully convinced me of the truth of the after 
life.

I learn from this and other experiences the following 
truths :—

1. That with some mortals the spirit can separate itself 
from the body, and does leave it for other duties when the 
body needs rest and sleep occurs.

2. That the spiritual eyes can be opened to be able to see 
surrounding objects not touching the physical body.

3. That the spiritual eye can be opened when the physical 
eye is closed, and yet the physical eye is able to see the 
approaching spirit.

Whether in either of these cases the optic nerve is brought 
into play or the brain used by the spirit, I am not able to 
judge.

Seated by the fire in my study after breakfast on Christmas 
Day, 1908, I fell into a doze and saw my spirit or spiritual 
counterpart clearly revealed. I then awoke, glad to have seen 
the change that had taken place in my spiritual nature. I 
again fell into a deep sleep, and this time I had a most dis
tinct and clear view of my double or spirit, standing up by 
me, outside my physical body, dressed in white flowing gar
ments, the head and body covered with luminous drapery. I 
then saw myself speaking with others who were dressed in 
the same sort of luminous clothes. It is evident that my 
double often goes out of my body in my sleep and gains 
knowledge, and maybe has duties to perform, whilst the 
physical body is resting.

Seeing the Spirit Quit the Dying Body.
On certain occasions my clairvoyant vision has been opened 

for me to see the working of one of the most marvellous laws 
in Nature, viz., the escape of the spirit from the trammels of 
the flesh, prior to the change into the spiritual life. The fol
lowing lines relate to what I saw clairvoyantly on the day of 
my father’s death.

In 1880 my father, at an advanced age, passed to the 
higher life. A few days previously to this I was clairau- 
diently forewarned of this coming event by my spirit guides, 
who commenced filling my physical body with a superabun
dance of the bright golden aura possessed by the denizens of 
the higher grades in spirit-life. I became fully surrounded by 
this vitalising essence, which permeated every part of my body, 
rendering me highly clairvoyant.

At about four o’clock on the day of my father’s decease, 
while standing at the foot of his bed, where he was lying on 
his side, profoundly unconscious of all external surroundings, 
I perceived clairvoyantly a transparent luminous vapour issu
ing from the nape of his neck. As it poured forth it took the 
form of an elongated pear. The upper and wider portion of 
this pear-shaped luminosity gradually ascended towards the 
ceiling, the lower and pointed part remaining still attached to 
the neck. My inner vision was opened twice or thrice whilst 
this action was going on, which enabled me to witness the 
escape of the spirit before the final separation. At the same 
time I was clairaudiently directed what to do for the further
ance of the speedy release of the spirit. One injunction was 
not to approach too near the bed, as the presence of other 
influences would tend to retard the spirit’s departure.

At seven o’clock the same evening, whilst conversing with 
members of my family in the adjoining room, I perceived 
clairvoyantly this same luminous, vaporous form approach 
my mother, it having passed through the wall at about an 
altitude of a yard from tho floor. Clairaudiently I distinctly 
heard her name plaintively called out more than once, when 
the luminous form gradually ascended and disappeared. I had 
timo to observe its construction generally, and could trace the 
outline of the spirit as yet not fully expanded to the form 
spirits attain after inhaling the purer ether of the spirit realm.

The last flicker of life passed over my father’s face at 
about eight o’clock. From what I had thus far witnessed, it 
would appear that the spirit had already left the physical 
body some short time previous to the final dissolution, and 
that the breathing, which continued to the end, was simply 
automatic. Nevertheless, there may have still existed some 
imperceptibly fine link connecting spirit and body until the 
last, when the final separation might really have taken place.

A few days after this event I saw clairvoyantly my father’s 
fully developed spirit, bright and radiant. A test of identity 
accompanied his presence.

During my father’s illness my inner vision had on several 
occasions been opened, and I noticed from time to time how 
much brighter the spiritual essence surrounding him gradually 
became. He possessed all those inherent virtues qualifying 
him for a happy future.

Many bave been the beautiful scenes opened to my spiritual 
vision. On one occasion my spirit seemed to be soaring to 
enormous heights. I saw beneath me a most lovely landscape. 
Hills, trees, undulating plains, green pastures, and all the 
beautiful creations of Nature were visible to my eye as I 
floated along in the clear golden atmosphere and beneath the 
azure sky. A glorious river like molten silver ran meandering 
through a most perfect type of landscape, adding, with its 
gentle movement, a peaceful repose to the mind and produc
ing a rare and celestial beauty in the scene. The feeling 
arising in the soul was one of perfect rest and peace. I have 
also seen in spirit, phases of spiritual life that were far from 
pleasant. They were intended as mental instruction for me 
and quite necessary for the time being, showing me the varied 
types of mind of the different spirits in the spiritual state. I 
learnt one truth from this : that when the spirit passes away 
with its errorsand sins still engraven on the mind, so to say, so 
it remains in the next state, until by reparation and repent
ance and the doing of good works it gradually takes a better 
position, by drawing to itself higher spiritual agencies and 
thus rising ‘ by stepping-stones to higher things.’ I will re
late one or two instances of what I experienced. My clair
voyant vision was opened and I seemed to be in a luxuriously 
furnished room, replete with all those refined accessories in
dulged in by the wealthy, evidently belonging to a lady who 
had lived a gay and worldly life. (She impressed my vision 
with one of her scenes of earth life.) She took me to one 
side of the room and pointed to a row of little graves and 
said : * This is my punishment—when I lived on earth I 
neglected my children and they died early in life. For the 
vanities and pleasures of my senses I did not carry out my 
duty to them on earth, and hence until this dreadful stain be 
removed from my thoughts by my good works, so will this 
picture remain mentally to look at and ponder over.’ This 
punishment speaks for itself—a mental hell ; memory being 
the scourge and conscience the whip !

On one occasion when calling on a friend, and whilst 
talking to her on sundry topics, my clairvoyant vision was 
opened and I exclaimed : ‘ I see above your head a most lovely 
bunch of violets, they seem resting on your hair, and now I see 
a tall, fine-looking man standing by your chair.’ She replied : 
‘ I perfectly understand the meaning. The spirit you see is 
that of my late husband, and he gives me a test of what is not 
known to you. I have placed on his grave recently, on the spot 
where his head would lie, a bunch of violets.'

On another occasion some friends of mine were holding a 
séance and I was asked to join. Whilst sitting I said to a 
friend who was directly opposite to me in the circle : ‘ Colonel 
(now General)----- , I see behind you mo3t distinctly a tall,
fine man, and he is dressed in some uniform I do not remember 
to have seen before, and one I do not know. It appears to me 
to be a foreign dress and may belong to a different country 
from ours.’ My friend replied : ‘ You have given me a good test. 
The spirit is that of my father, who is dressed in his Lord 
Lieutenant’s robes, and he told me I should get a test of his 
identity this evening and in his robes.’ I did not know that 
his father had passed away, and I was not aware he had been 
Lord Lieutenant for his county.

(To be continued.)
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DREAMS THAT PROVED TRUE.

A letter published in ‘T.P.’s Weekly’ for September 9th 
contains two instances of dreams which turned out to be true. 
In one of them a lady dreamed three times io the same night 
that she heard one of her sons, at school, calling her. She 
set out early the next morning, and on arriving at the school 
she learned that her son was exceedingly ill, and in delirium 
during the night had called unceasingly for his mother. A 
telegram bad been sent, but she had started before it arrived.

The second dream occurred to the writer of the letter. 
She dreamed that a cousin, who had emigrated, returned un
expectedly, and that she greeted him with the words: ‘You 
have lost a front tooth 1' She sent an account of this dream 
to the young man’s mother, adding that it was an improbable 
one, as her cousin had such good teeth. The mother soon 
replied that the last letter from her son contained the news 
that one of his front teeth had been so injured by an accident 
that it had to be extracted. This corrrespondent calls the 
first dream a useful one, the second a * dream gone astray,’ as 
it served no useful purpose.

Another correspondent in the same paper gives a variation 
on the story that has often been repeated, about a lady dream
ing of a bouse and her form being seen there. An intimate 
friend of the writer’s had, for several years, a constantly re
curring dream of being at an old house with a wild garden. 
She knew every part of the house and garden, except that 
she could never get through a certain door in a back room. 
One summer the writer and her friend were in an unfamiliar 
jmrt of the country, and came upon the very house; they 
went up to it and found it open, as workmen were making 
alterations. On going to the back room they found that the 
door bad been walled up, and learned that this was because it 
was 1 haunted by a lady,’ so that no one would live in the 
bouse. The conclusion suggested is that the lady who had 
the dream wtu ‘haunting’ it in her sleep, but if the door was 
only walled up as a consequence of these hauntings, it is Dot 
clear why the lady, in her dream, was unable to get through 
it before it was actually closed.

TRANSITION OF THE REV. MAURICE DAVIES.

The small band of surviving members of the old British 
National Association of Spiritualists, which preceded the 
I/>ndon Spiritualist Alliance, has been again reduced by the 
passing to spirit life of the Kev. Dr. Charles Maurice Davies, 
in bis eighty third year.

Dr. Davies, who was a scholar of University College, Dur
ham, graduated B.A. 1«49, M.A. 1852, B.D. and D.D. 1864, 
and was Fellow of the University 1850-56. From 1861-8 he 
was Headmaster of West London Collegiate School. For 
many yean he was engaged in authorship and journalism, and 
it was whilst searching the town of Metz for his comrade, 
George Augustus Sala, that he was arrested as a suspected spy.

In 1 *93  Dr. Ila vie« was appointed general editor and super
visee to the staff of thirty scholars employed by Messrs. 
Hstrhard in making the remarkable collection of translations 
of the original authorities used by Gibbon in his ‘ Decline and 
Fall,’ at the order of the late Cecil Rhodes.

Among his numerous literary works Dr. Davies wrote a 
series of books on ‘ I ’oorthodox,’ ‘ Orthodox,’ and ‘ Heterodox ’ 
London, which bad a considerable sale. He was an avowed 
Spiritualist at a time when it required much courage for a 
public man to declare bis knowledge openly. He was a notice
able figure at the International Congress of Spiritualists in 
189*,  and a few years ago we remember seeing him at the 
converasziooe of the London Spiritualist Alliance, and during 
our brief interview with him then we found that he main
tained his convictions and still took great interest in the work 
of the Alliance. In 1880 be sought to present Spiritualism to 
Church people in an acceptable form and privately conducted 
the‘Guild of the Holy Spirit,’ which was formed to meet 
the wishes of those who desired some form of devotional 
Spiritualism.

In 1893 Dr. Davies addressed letters to the Archbishops 
of Canterbury and of York, in which he pleaded for' tolerance 
towards Spiritualists, and asked for leave to speak at the next 
Church Congress in opposition to a paper which regarded 
Spiritualism ‘ as a “ deviation ” from Christianity and classed 
it with infidelity and secularism.’ At a special conver
sazione of the British National Association of Spiritualists to 
bid him ‘ farewell ’ on his departure from England, deep regret 
was expressed at the very serious loss which the cause of 
Spiritualism in this country would sustain as he had ‘ openly, 
fearlessly and consistently maintained his convictions in the 
face of the obloquy and scorn of ignorance and prejudice,’ 
and bad ever been ready to assist in furthering the objects of 
the Association.

THE CONFUSION OF TONGUES.

Dr. J.M. Peebles, writing in ‘Thought’ for July, makes 
the following criticism on the multiplicity of terms used to 
express what is, after all, quite a simple conception

Walter De Voe’s essay is as lucid and brilliant with ideas 
as it is truthful in philosophy. This phrase from his pen 
especially delighted me : The wonderful subconscious person 
is the spiritual body, described by Paul and every seer before 
and since the time of Paul.' What Paul termed the spiritual 
body, transcendentalists call the etheric body ; Theosophists, 
the astral body ; and I denominate it the interior soul
body, particled and shaped like the external physical body. It 
is axiomatic that whatever exists must exist somewhere ; and 
evidently the conscious spirit exists in the brain rather than in 
the stomach or spinal cord. The conscious ego, the Hindu 
Atman, the uncompounded, indissoluble immortal spirit, is 
the real man. Man is a spirit now ; a potentialised portion 
of the divine spirit, God. And soul and spirit should not be 
used interchangeably. The Greeks did not so use them ; they 
were not and are not synonyms. Paul drew the proper 
distinction when he wrote : ‘ I pray God to preserve you, 
body, soul and spirit.’

Heartily glad am I that Walter De Voe tells us directly 
what the subconscious really is—‘ The spiritual body.’ I had 
read so much in magazines about the sub—the sub—the 
‘ subconscious mind,’ the ‘ subliminal mind,’ the ‘ supra-sub- 
liminal mind,’the ‘ subjective mind,’ the ‘subjective subcon
scious mind,’ the ‘ super-conscious mind,’ the ‘ supra-subcon- 
scious mind’—phrases used by different New Thought writers, 
and so many of them differing somewhat, that I was getting 
bewildered in this wordy, hazy fog-realm of mystery. Now, 
it is quite clear and comprehensive. ‘ The subconscious is 
the soul-body.’ In this ethereal body, I often leave the coarser 
physical body, and not only traverse the starry spaces, but in 
this exalted or superior state I visit and treat the sick.

Finally, as a fifty years’ vegetarian, seventy years in public 
life, in my eighty-ninth year, after making five journeys around 
the world and sitting at the feet of Hindu adepts and oriental 
mystics, I am still a candid conscientious seeker after that 
pearl of all pearls, truth.

JOTTINGS.

We have received a postcard sent by Mrs. M. E. Cad- 
wallader, from the Spiritualist Camp Meeting at Lily Dale, 
New York State, U.S.A., and are pleased to learn that both 
Mr. B. B. Hill and Mrs. Cadwallader are well and feel that 
their visit to this country was beneficial to them in every way. 
It was full of pleasure and work, and now that they are home 
again they have many happy memories of the good time 
spent among British Spiritualists. By this time they are on 
their way to San Francisco to attend the Convention of the 
Spiritualists’ National Association, calling by the way at 
Chicago to visit Mrs. Francis, of ‘ The Progressive Thinker.’

Several correspondents have written to us respecting the 
suggestion that was made at the Brussels Congress that a 
Spiritualists’ recognition badge should be adopted and worn. 
Our American friends are great badge wearers, but in this 
country very few persons care to label themselves, and it does 
not seem at all probable that any Bymbol would become suffi
ciently popular to be constantly worn by almost every Spirit
ualist in the land. Unless a badge secured general adoption 
it would be worth little for practical purposes, except in the 
case of special gatherings or conventions, whore Spiritualists 
might desire to be able to recognise their fellow members out
side the place of meeting.
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Writing with reference to ‘Seeing the Invisible,’ by Mr. 
James Coates (reviewed in ‘Light’ of the 10th inst.), Mr. 
James Robertson says : ‘ It is admirably built up, a most 
thought-provoking book which will stir the mental faculties 
of some and awake the psychic powers in others. One cause 
for the existence of Universities was the want of books, now 
that these arc to be had everywhere there is less need of the 
Professors, for works such as this one by Mr. Coates are more 
apt to awaken us to the realisation of the powers within us than 
any number of spoken words. The chapter on “ Invisible 
Forces and Emanations” stirred me, and preached to me a 
noble sermon on Nature. For humanity’s sake I hope this 
new edition will be caught up and prized.’

Analogies, arguments, theories of personal fitness, intui
tive affirmations and individual inner realisations respecting 
continued existence are all interesting and valuable but, to 
our thinking, nothing can prove human survival but com
munication with the survivors—messages from the departed 
which enable us to identify 1 the intelligent operator.’ For 
this purpose the despised * spirit rap ’ or table message is 
often most compelling and convincing—indeed, some of the 
most effective evidences of spirit presence and power that we 
have ever had have been of this nature. We believe whole
heartedly in physical phenomena ; we wish there were more 
mediums to-day through whom ‘ the outward and visible 
signs ’ of spirit power and identity could be given to the 
world. All agencies are needed—every channel should be 
kept open and made use of so as to demonstrate the ‘ real

In an article on ‘ Theology in the Light of Pragmatism ’ 
in ‘The Christian Commonwealth’the Rev. K. C. Anderson, 
D.D., says : ‘ Truth, in the region of religion and philosophy, 
can never be any more than a working theory of life, and a 
man must take the risk of it and prove its truth by living it. 
Life has been well compared to riding a bicycle—we must go 
ahead before we know we are right; we must prove that we 
are right by going ahead. Our beliefs are thus rules for 
action, and we think the truth about an object when we 
really know how to act in view of it. The worth or value of 
a thing proves itself to the soul capable of apprehending it.’ 
This is perfectly true of Spiritualism, which proves its value 
to those who truly apprehend its significance.

In the same paper ‘K.W.H.’ continues his thoughts on 
Immortality, and says: ‘ The decay of the belief in immor
tality is partially the expression of the loss of the child-spirit: 
one of the saddest characteristics of this age. I do not think 
that I have ever met a really happy man who did not want to 
persist. And the reason why I, for example, desire to persist is 
that I may find a perfect self-fulfilment in goodness and joy, 
and especially, I think, that I may continue to help others 
who are struggling towards liberty and life under limitations 
and harassments which I have not known. I believe that the 
next life environs this, and in the Beyond our opportunities 
and capacities for helping mortals will be greatly increased. 
How do we know that a myriad ministering spirits are not at 
this very moment helping us, though we be unconscious of it1?’ 
But a good many of us are conscious of the presence and help 
of ministering spirits—and there is no reason why a great 
many more should not be equally aware of this great fact— 
only ignorance, fear and prejudice bar the way.

We are not greatly surprised that the recent decease of 
Professor William James has already brought in a harvest of 
messages purporting to come from the distinguished psy
chologist now in the Beyond. One of these, received at 
Boston by Mr. Ayer, a business man who is also the head of 
a Spiritual Tabernacle, contains the following expressions : ‘ I 
am at peace with myself and all mankind. I have awakened 
to a life far beyond my highest conception while a denizen of 
earth. . . I did not realise how difficult it would be to
manifest from this place of life to the mortal place. There is 
much for me to learn and many conditions to overcome.’ Per
haps we should read ‘ phase ’ for ‘ place,’ but even then the 
message sounds a little too much like conventional verbiage 
and leaves much to be desired, although we see no inherent 
improbability in the statements which are made. The com
municator promised to prove his individuality as soon as he 
could manifest himself more clearly. We sincerely hope that 
he will be able to do so.

A sample of blind intolerance, arising from ignorance 
rather than from any definite religious convictions, conies from 
Springfield, Missouri, where Mr. Fritz Darrow has been ousted 
from his position as Professor of Greek in Drury College, for 

the sole reason that he had presented ‘ The Key to Theosophy,’ 
and other books and papers on the same subject, to the Car
negie library. A clergyman had induced the librarian to keep 
back the book from circulation, and had represented to the 
principal of the college that Mr. Darrow was ‘ an atheist and 
unfit to be an instructor in Drury’—although no religious 
tests are allowed at that college. He also preached a sermon 
in which he said that the library, by accepting this book from 
‘a scatter-brained professor,’ had become ‘the active agent and 
assistant of the evil one ’; and at another time said that the 
professor ‘either had an ill-balanced intellect or was evilly 
disposed.’ We do not know what particular brand of Theoso
phy Mr. Darrow upholds, but in such matters as these Theoso- 
phists and Spiritualists are in the same boat, and are subject 
to the same occasional display of narrow minded bigotry.

Statistics are very often misleading, but apparently people 
are giving up the church-going habit. Possibly this is a gain, 
but we are not sure that it is, for we are inclined to Paul’s 
opinion that the assembling of ourselves together for mutual 
heartening in spiritual and religious exercises is good. How
ever, good or bad, the fact remains that the leading Noncon
formist bodies, for several years past, have not merely failed 
to keep pace with the growth of the population, but have 
actually decreased in numbers, and this with a continuous 
increase of sitting accommodation in their churches. This is 
a state of things that requires the earnest consideration of all 
those who desire to help to deepen the spiritual life of their 
fellows. The facts that those preachers who deal with psychical 
and Spiritualistic subjects immediately find a large increase in 
their congregations and that men like R. J. Campbell, 
Rhondda Williams, and Sylvester Horne, who deal with vital 
subjects in a natural and outspoken way, always upholding 
the highest ideals of honour, honesty, purity and manhood, 
have a large following and are listened to gladly by thought
ful and earnest men and women, indicate that the services, 
theology, machinery and teachings of the Churches require 
revision and must be brought up to modern standards. 
Religion must help sorrowing, struggling, doubting, suffering 
people, and Sunday services must be brought into harmony 
with modern thoughts and modern needs. People to-day are 
not content to be told to ‘ believe’ and obey, they desire and 
require knowledge, sympathy, and loving helpfulness—when 
they get them the churches are not empty.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

7%e Editor is net responsible for the opinion» expressed by 
correspondents, and sometime» publishes what he does not 
agree with for the purpose of presenting views which may 
elicit discussion. ____

An Appreciation.
Sir,—As a Spiritualist and constant reader of ‘ Licht,’ 

the following extract from the letter of a minister’s wife glad
dened me, as I am sure it will you, being such a spontaneous 
tribute to the good work your paper is doing: ‘ I have the 
weekly visitor “ Light,” and 1 look for that little paper now, 
as I do for no other. It never fails to stimulate me. (Through 
it) . . I have learnt the true beauty and inwardness of Spirit
ualism, and I long to know more and more. It satisfies my 
soul-needs as nothing ever did.’—Yours, Ac.,

Astbros.

‘It is a Spirit I ’
Sir,—It is strange that whenever I attend church there is 

a Spiritualistic sermon. On a recent Sunday, seeing a little 
common-place orthodox curate mount the pulpit, I settled 
myself in a corner and closed my eyes resigned to boredom. 
The text startled me, it was : 1 In the fourth watch of the 
night, Jesus went unto them walking on the sea, and the dis
ciples were troubled saying : “It is a spirit.’” Now, I thought, 
what about the ghost. He said (the curate, not the ghost) 
‘ We hear a lot now-a-days about new-fangled ideas, literature, 
4c., what if it is Christ appearing in a different form to us, 
startling us with circumstantial evidence ? “ Walking on the 
sea ”—there are no ghosts on the beaten tracks.' The preacher 
might have gone a step farther andsaid that ‘ people aredenounc- 
ing Spiritualism as the work of an evil spirit, but what if it is 
Christ “ walking on the sea,” choosing the water (that divines 
tell us is the home of the demons) for the manifestation of divine 
omnipotence.' When we are confronted with tales of ‘per
sonating devils ’ let us take to heart the consoling words of 
Jesus : ‘ It is I, be not afraid.’ Evidently the disciples believed 
in spirit appearances,—Yours, 4c.,

E. P. Prentice.
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'Light' for Friends Abroad.
Sib,—Perhaps many of the readers of ‘Light’ have no 

use for their copy after reading it, and if any of your readers 
would be willing to send the paper regularly week by week to 
an English sjieaking friend on the Continent, I should be glad 
if they would send me a postcard with name and address so 
that I can inform them where the [taper can be sent. In the 
past I have been able to put people at home and abroad into 
touch with each other in this way, and I know that thereby 
much good has been done and friendships have been formed. 
—Yours, Ac.,

North Lawn, Alfred Vout Peters.
Westgate-on Sea, Kent.

1 Has Man a Spirit that can Survive Death ? ’
Sir,—While on my holidays I received many orders from 

readers of 1 Light ’ for the sermon on ‘ Has Man a Spirit that 
can Survive Death V At that time, unfortunately, it was 
out of print, consequently I had to return the stamps and 
post office orders. But seeing the apparent demand for this 
special sermon I have ordered a thousand more, and have now 
received them from the printers. These sermons may now be 
had, but on/y from n.y own address—29, Denbigh-street, 
South Belgravia, London.—Yours, 4c.,

(Rev.) Jorn Spence.

Sale of Work at Brixton.
Sin,—The Brixton Progressive Church and Lyceum ac

quired new premises about eight months ago, and will hold a 
Sale of Work on September 22nd, 23rd, and 21th, to clear off 
the debt for alterations necessary for extension of Lyceum 
work. Any help towards this object in the form of donations 
or articles will do thankfully received, and may be sent to the 
Secretary, Mr. Alex. Brooking, 17, Geneva-road, Brixton, 
S.W.—Yours, 4c.,

W. Underwood, 
President.

National Fund of Benevolence.
Sir,—I have pleasure in acknowledging the receipt of the 

following donations during August, viz.:—
Jfrs. Allen, 5s., with an additional 5s. for Holiday Fund ; 

the directors of the 'Two Worlds’ Publishing Company, 
10s. 6d.; part proceeds of exhibition of curios at Blackpool 
Spiritual Church, by Mrs. M. J. Veary, 12s. 6d.; ‘ F. A.,’ 
Discard, 3s. Gd.; proceeds of Mrs. Keigbtley’s circle, 6s.; 
collected by Mr. J. Owen, Barrow-in-Furness, £1.—Total, 
£3 2s. Gd.

I would remind the secretaries of all Spiritualist societies 
and all friends interested in the work of the fund, that the 
third National Benevolent Sunday Collection will take place 
on October IGtb, when I hope all will do their utmost to 
make it a success.

A. E. Button,
9, High-street, Doncaster. Hon. Sec.

A Face Develops on a Photograph.
Sir,—The following is an extract from a letter just re

ceived from a friend in London, but as the persons referred to 
would not wish their names to be published, I have substi
tuted initials : ‘ Something most mysterious has happened to 
M.'s photograph which was taken by a first-class photographer. 
No one else was in the room but myself and the man who 
took it. It has been in a box within a trunk. At the begin
ning of the year I looked at it and fancied the right side of 
the photograph was cloudy. A month ago I could see an 
outline of a face, but as 1 was so unwell I thought it might be 
imagination, so put it away. Last Sunday I took the photo- 
graph out again, and now the face is much more developed. It 
is a perfect three-quarter face with eyes, nose, mouth, fore
head, mouth with moustache and a cigar in it, double chin, 
longish neck, and I think a whisker is coming. Everyone, 
even a little child, can see it. It is six years since it was taken. 
Mrs. Z. thinks it is very strange.’

I would Bay that the lady who sent mo the letter has 
all her wits about her, moreover the 1 face' can apparently be 
seen by others. You may be assured that the whole thing is 
genuine.—Yours, 4c.,

India, August 17th, 1910. C. R.
[We have heard of previous cases in which, through the Blight 

fading of a photograph with age, details previously indis
tinguishable have come into view. It would be interesting 
to know whether the same effect is observable in other 
copies of the same photograph which may have been sent 
to friends.—Ed. 1 Lioiit.’]

SOCIETY WORK ON SUNDAY, SEPT. 11th, &c.

Prospective Notices, not exceeding twenty-four words, may 
be. added to reports if accompanied by stamps to the 
value of sixpence. ______

Marylebone Spiritualist Association, 51, Mortimer- 
street, W.—Cavendish Rooms.—Mrs. Imison (Nurse Graham) 
gave numerous fully recognised clairvoyant descriptions and 
spirit messages. Mr. W. T. Cooper presided.—Percy Ilall.— 
On September 5th Mrs. Place-Veary gave successful clairvoy
ant descriptions. Sunday next, see advt.—D. N.

Spiritual Mission : S3, Prince's-street.—Mrs. M. H. Wallis 
delivered an eloquent address on ‘Spiritualism, the Awakener.’ 
—67, George-street, Raker-street, IV.—In the morning, Mrs. 
Wallis gave many interesting replies to questions put by the 
audience. September 7th, Mr. Percy Beard gave clairvoyant 
descriptions and helpful messages. Sunday next, see advt.

Brixton.—8, Mavall-road.—Mrs. Maunders gave an 
address. Sunday next, at 7 p.m., Mrs. Alice Smith, clair- 
voyante. Monday, 7.30, ladies’ circle. Tuesday, 8.15, mem
bers' circle. Thursday, 8.15, Mrs. Finchett, clairvoyante.

Croydon.—Elmwood Hall, Elmwood-road, Broad
green.—Mrs. Jamrach gave addresses and clairvoyant de
scriptions. Sunday next, at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m., Mr. Alfred 
Vout Peters.

Stratford.—Idmiston-road, Forest-lane.—Mr. Savage 
gave an inspirational address upon ‘ Religion,’ and clairvoyant 
descriptions. Sunday next, Mrs. Neville, address and psy- 
chometry. 25th, Harvest Festival.—H.

Kingston-on-Thames.—Assembly Rooms, Hampton 
Wick.—Mr. D. J. Davis spoke on ‘Why I am a Spiritualist,’ 
and related personal experiences. Solo by Miss M. Wellbelove, 
violin solo by Mr. Sellars. Sunday next, at 7 p.m., Mrs. Jam
rach, address and clairvoyant descriptions.—T. C. W.

Brixton.—Kosmon House, 73, Wiltshire-road.—Miss 
Lucy Thompson gave an instructive address on ‘ The Higher 
Aspects of Angelic Communion and Influence.’ Mrs. Johnson 
described a vision and gave clairvoyant descriptions. Public 
services: Sundays, at 7 p.m. ; Wednesdays, at 8.15.—K. S.

Stratford.—Workmen’s Hall, 27, Romford-road, E.— 
Mrs. E. Neville gave an interesting address on ‘ The Father
hood of God and the Brotherhood of Man,’ and successful 
psychometric delineations. Mr. G. F. Tilby presided. Sun
day next, Mrs. L. Wilson, address and clairvoyant descriptions.

Peckham.—Lausanne Hall.—Morning, Mr. Huxley 
spoke. Evening, Mrs. Effie Bathe delivered a splendid address 
and answered questions. On the 8th Mr. Steb'oens gave 
psychometric delineations. Sunday next, Mr. Marsh. Thurs
day,Miss Nellie Brown. 25th, Mrs. Webb.—W. R. S.

Brighton.—Manchrster-street (opposite Aquarium). 
—Mr. E. W. Wallis delivered truly inspiring addresses. Sun
day next, at 11.15 a.m. and 7 p.m., Mrs. A. Boddington, ad
dresses and clairvoyant descriptions. Monday, 8, and Wed
nesday, 3, Mrs. Curry. Thursday, 8, public circle.—A.M.S.

Brixton.—84, Stockwell Park-road.—At the Harvest 
Festival and farewell service Mr. Sexton gave a good address 
and a solo was rendered. Sunday next, Mr. Abbott. Sep
tember 25th, Miss V. Burton. September 22nd, 23rd, and 
24th, Sale of Work.—A. B.

Battersea Park-road.—Henley-street. — Mr. Hum
phries gave an eloquent and interesting address on 1 Burmah 
and its People.’ Sunday next, at 11.30 a.m., public circle ; at 
7 p.m., Mr. Graham, address and clairvoyant descriptions. 
Monday, circle. Thursday, 8.30, public circle, Mrs. Graham. 
Silver collection.—N. B.

Camberwell New-road.—Surrey Masonic Hall.— 
Morning, Mr. W. E. Long spoke. Mrs. Beaurepaire gave 
spirit messages and clairvoyant descriptions. Evening, 
Mr. Long delivered an eloquent address on ‘ Immortality.’ 
Sunday next, at 11 a.m., circle; at (¡.30 p.m., Mr. W. E. 
Long on ‘ Prayers for the Dead in the Light of Communion 
with the Dead.’—E. S.

Highgate. — Grovedale Hall, Grovedale-road.— 
Morning, Mr. J. Abrahall spoke on ‘ Life,’ and Miss Jose 
gave psychometric readings. Evening, Mrs. Mary Davies 
gave an address on ‘ Brotherhood ’ and psychometry from 
flowers. Sunday next, at 11.15 a.m., Mr. J. Abrahall, 
address; Miss Jose, psychometrist. Wednesday, Madame 
French, auric drawings. 25th, Mrs. J. Miles Ord.— J. F.

Lincoln.—Progressive Hall, Coultiiam-strket.—Mrs. 
Wilks commenced a week’s mission.—C. R.

Clapham.—Richmond-plaoe, New-road, Wandsworth- 
road.—Mrs. Irwin answered questions from the audience, 
and gave psychometric delineations.—C. C.
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BOOKS AT CLEARANCE PRICES.
Many Quite New Copies.

For Salo, in good condition, except otherwise stated. Ono 
copy only of each of the following Books is for Sale. 
To secure them an early application must be made, 
accompanied by remittance. Books cannot be sent 
unless remittance accompanies ordor. Post Frco at 

prices quoted.
Many Books al less than a quarter of the published price.

Call at the Book Room and inspect the Book Rargains. 
We cannot describe them fully.

OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT.’ 110. ST. MARTIN’S LANE. W.C.

He Restoreth my Soul. By A. H. W., Canada Cloth, 238 
pages, new copy,1a.4d.

Nervousness. A Popular Review of the Moral Treatment of 
Disordered Ncrvca. By A. T. Schofield, M.D. Cloth, new copy, \a.

From Passion to Peace or the Pathway of the Pure. 
By James Allen. Cloth, new copy. Is.

Packets of Mixed Pamphlets, Magazines, Booklets. &c 
Comprising*Theosophist,*  * Harbingerot Light,' * Nautilus.’* Modern 
Astrologr,’ Occult and Psychic papers, Acc. 2s. per packet, post 
free in United Kingdom only

The Annals of Psychical Science. Four numbers of 1906, 
six numbers of 1907, eleven numbers of 1908 (complete except 
January), four quarterly numbers for 1909, making complete vol
ume, ail unbound, many illustrations of psychic phenomena, AiC. 
The lot complete 10a. fid. carriage paid in United Kingdom, or postage 
abroad 3?. extra

The Result of an Experiment, or Letters Purporting to 
come from Spirits. C*oth.  196 page*,  a*  new. 3s. 4d.

Individual Immortality. By E. M. CiUl&rd. Cloth, 136 
paces. 1®. 9d.

The State of the Blessed Dead. By Henry Alford, D.D., 
Dean of Canterbury. Cloth, Is. Id.

The Law of Psychic Phenomena. A Working Hypothesis 
for the Systematic Study of Hypnotism, Spiritism, Mental Thera
peutics, Arc. By Tnonwon .Tav Hudson. Chub. pages, 4®. 9d.

The Clairvoyance of Bessie Williams (Mrs. Russell 
Davies). Related by Herself. Edited by Florence Manyat. Cloth, 
270 pages, 4s.

Miracles and Modern Spiritualism. By Alfred Russel 
Wallace, F.R.S., D.O.L , LL £>., O. M, &c. Revised Edition with extra 
chapters on Apparitions and Phantasms. Cloth, 292 pages, very 
scarce. 10s

Man and the Universe. A Study of the Influence of the 
Advance in Scientific Knowledge upon our Understanding of Chris
tianity. By Sir Oliver Lodge, F. K S., Arc. Fifth Edition. C.oth, 
356 page®, new copy, os. 6d.

Psychical Science and Christianity. A Problem of the 
Twentieth Century. By E Katharine B kies. Cloth, 230 pages, uew 
copy. 4b fid.

Twenty Photographs of the Risen Dead. By T. Slaney 
Wilmot. Paper covers», verv scarce. Is. 9J.

Man and the Spiritual World as Disclosed by the Bible. 
By the Rev Arthur Chambers Cloth, 29 < page®, 3s.

Thoughts of the Spiritual. By the Rev. Arthur Chambers. 
Cloth, as new. 251 pages, with portrai’, 2s. 101.

Problems Of the Spiritual. By the Rev. Arthur Chambers. 
Cloth, 218 page®, with portrait, 2s.

Our Life After Death, or the Teachings of the Bible 
Concerning the Unseen World. B/ the Rev. Arthur Chambers. 
Cloth. 213 paces, with portrait. 3s.

After Death—What? spiritistic Phenomena and their Inter
pretation. By Cesare Lombroso. Illustrated by photographs, 
diagrams. &c. Cloth, 361 page®, new copy, 9s. 6d.

Traite Pratique de Medecine Astrale etde Therapeutique, 
Tar Dr. M Duz. 2s.

The Future Life. By Rev. John Page Hopps. Cloth, 155 pages, 
la 2d.

Psychopathic Healing. Bv Joseph Ashman. Cloth, Is. Id. 
A Square Look Into Eternity. By J. C. Jensen. Cloth, new 

copy, 176 pages, 2s. 3d.
Romantic Professions and other Papers. Ry W. P. James. 

Published at 5s. net. Cloth, 225 pages, Is. 6d.
Seers ot the Ages Embracing Spiritualism, Past and 

Present. By Dr. J. M. Peebles. Cloth, 376 pages, as new. 4s. fid. 
Planchette, or the Despair of Science. Being a full account 

of Modern Spiritualism, its Phenomena, and the various Theories 
regarding it, with a Survey of French Spiritism. By Epes Sargent. 
A rare nud scarce work. Cloth, 40-1 pages, 5s. fid.

Remarkable Providences in New England. By Increase 
Mather. With engraved portrait. Cloth, 262 pages, 8s. fid.

Anna Kingsford : Her Life, Letters, Diary, and Work. 
By her Collaborator, Edward Maitland. Illustrated with Portraits, 
Views, and Facsimiles. Comphte in two large volumes. In new 
condition. Clotli, very scarce, 32s. 6d.

The Seductive Coast. Poems, lyrical and descriptive, from 
Western Africa. By J. M. Stuart-Young. New copy, 165 page.*,  
Is.

A Cupful of Kernels, Stories, Studies and Sketches. 
Mainly from the West African Coast. By J. M. Stuart-Young. 
Cloth, 196 pages, new copy, Is.

The Land of Darkness; along with some further chapters 
in the experiences of the Little Pilgrim. By Mrs. Oliphant. Cloth, 
new copy, 2s. 6d.

The Next World Interviewed. By Mrs. S. G. Horn. Com- 
Uiuuieolions whilst entranced trom noted spirits. Cloth, 252 pager, 3s.

Southend - on - Sea.—Milton - STREET.—Mr. T.^O. Todd 
delivered nddressea on * lleanty, a Joy for Ever ’ and ‘[Spiritual 
Power, its Nature and Effects.’—H. E. V.

Winchester.—Oddfellows’ Hall.—Mr. F. Blake, of 
Bournemouth, gave a beautiful address and clairvoyant 
descriptions.—R. E. F.

Exeter.—Marlborough Hall.—Mr. Elvin Frankish 
spoke on 'TheSource of Divine Knowledge.’ Mrs. Letheren 
gave clairvoyant descriptions.—E. F.

Southsea. — Abingdon Hall, Abingdon-ro *d.—Mr. 
Herbert J. Nicholls replied to written questions, and in the 
evening gave an eloquent address and clairvoyant descriptions.

Portsmouth.—Victoria-road, South.—Mr. Lacey de
livered addresses on ‘Light,’ and ‘Jesus—a Medium.’ On 
the 7th he gave an address and clairvoyant descriptions.

Fulham.—Colvey Hall, 25, Fernhurst road, Mun- 
ster-koad.—Mr. G. Tayler Gwinn delivered an address on 
‘Sincerity, and the Right of Private Judgment.’—H. C.

Glasgow.—Ebenezer CituRcn, 143, Waterloo-strf.et. 
—Mr. Aaron Wilkinson, of Halifax, gave addresses and 
clairvoyant descriptions.—J. C. B.

Exeter.—Market Hall.—Mrs. Christie, of Torquay, 
addressed crowded audiences on ‘Sincerity ’ and ‘ Spiritualism 
the Key,’ and gave clairvoyant descriptions.—H. L.

Kentish Town.—17, Prince of Wales’-crescent, N.W. 
—Mr. R. Boddington gave an instructive address on ‘Science, 
Philosophy and Religion.’—B G. M.

Ealing.—15, Green View, High-street.—Miss Ryder, 
of Peckham, delivered an excellent address, and Miss Nellie 
Brown, also of Peckham, gave psychometric readings.

Bristol.—12, Jamaica-street, Stokes Croft.—Mrs. 
Powell Williams has just concluded a successful mission. The 
society has increased in strength and membership.—A. C. O.

Seven Kings, Ilford.—5, Spencer-road.—Mrs. Miles 
Ord spoke on ‘ Spiritual Gifts.’ On the 6th inst. Mr. G. 
Tayler Gwinn gave a helpful address on ‘ The Development 
of the Mental Body,’ and replied to questions.

Reading.—New Hall, Blagrave-street.—At the Third 
Anniversary and Harvest Thanksgiving Services, Mr. P. R. 
Street spoke on ‘ Sowing and Reaping ’ and ‘ The Vineyard of 
Life.’ Mrs. Street gave clairvoyant descriptions.—A. H. C.

Manor Park.—Corner of Shrewsbury and Strone- 
roads.—Miss A. Chapin spoke on ‘ Ancient and Modern 
Spiritualism,’ and gave clairvoyant descriptions. On the 8th 
Mr. Brooks lectured on ‘ Characters.’—T. B.

Bournemouth.—Assembly Rooms, Town Hall-avenue. 
—Mr. Frank Pearce, of Portsmouth, spoke, and Mr. J. Walker 
gave clairvoyant descriptions. On the 8th Mr. G. J. Luck
ham and Mr. H. Hiscock replied to questions.

Bristol.—52, Sussex place, Ashley-hill.—The president 
read a paper on ‘Why Should we Fear Death?’ and Miss 
Conibear gave an address on ‘ Angels Ascending,’ also clair
voyant descriptions and spirit messages.—W. B.

Southend.—Seance Hall, Broadway.—Morning, Mr. 
W. Rundle gave an address and clairvoyant descriptions. Even
ing, he spoke on * How Spirits Build up to Assist the Clair
voyant,’ and gave psychometric readings.—A. J.

Birmingham.—30, John-street, Villa Cross, Hands- 
worth.—Morning, Mr. Attwood gave an address and clair
voyant descriptions. Evening, Mr. London spoke from 
Matthew vi., 31-33, and Mr. Attwood gave clairvoyant de
scriptions, and on Monday psychometric readings.—E.

Plymouth.—Oddfellows’ Hall, Morley-street.—The 
president spoke on ‘Unseen Powers’and Mrs. Pollard gave 
clairvoyant descriptions. On the 7th Mr. Bostock answered 
questions and gave clairvoyant descriptions, receiving a hearty 
vote of thanks for his work during the last few weeks.—N.F.

Southport.—Hawkshead Hall.—Morning, Mr. J. J. 
Morse’s replies to written questions gave great satisfaction. 
Evening he delivered an educational address on ‘ Broken Hopes 
and Wasted Faiths.’ Mr. Wm. Garnett Fly nt presided, and on 
Monday Mrs. Scholes gave clairvoyant descriptions.—E. B.

Southsea.—Lesser Victoria Hall.—At the third Har
vest Festival the hall was tastefully decorated with choice 
flowers. Three meetings were held, at which Mrs. M. A. 
Grainger, of Exeter, and Mrs. L. Harvey, of Southampton, 
delivered addresses and gave clairvoyant descriptions. Miss 
Farrell and Miss Truckle rendered solos.

Little Ilford.—Corner of Church-road and Third- 
avenue, Manor Park, E.—At the Harvest Festival Mrs. 
Wesley Adams gave an inspirational address on ‘The Harvest 
is past, and the Summer ended,’ and clairvoyant descriptions. 
Mrs. Adams sang. The hall was effectively decorated with 
fruit, flowers, &c. On the 7th Mr. S. Hyman gave an 
address on ‘ Enthroned with Power,' and psychometric 
readings.—M. C. A-
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TWO BOOKS COMPLETE IN ONE VOLUME:

SPIRIT IDENTITY
AND

HIGHER ASPECTS OF SPIRITUALISM.
BY WM. STAINTON MOSES ('MA, OXON.’).

A Reprint of two valuable works by Mr. Stainton Moses. The author was the original 
promoter ami the first President of the London Spiritualist Alliance, 

and the Council of the Alliance issues this reprint as an 
affectionate tribute to his memory.

SPIRIT IDENTITY:
la «rgntnrM lor the rr*lity  of the return nt dcpartwl human spirits, 

illtxatrwtrd by many n*rrativis  from personal experience; together 
with a dumamon of tome of the difficulties that l«*et  the inquirer. 

Contain« «Irony etidetue that « mo of the Spirit« who communicate 
thnngh tnrdiunxhipare the depart«! individual« they any they are.

Syllabus of Contents.
Irrnoticcnow.

Ihffiniltim in the way of the investigation, 
lhirryent (vault*  of mvMtigatofa.
Attitude of public opinion repmacs publication.
Thu rvaiilt« ahi from the nature of the fact*  themselves.
Th*  Intelligent (Iperator ha*  to be reckoned with.
The miretigator ha*  little choice in the matter.
The higher phenomena are not au«ceptihle of demonstration by the 

«nenlilii method.
Tile galea Icing ajar, a motley crowd enters in. 
We «upply the material out of which thia is composed. 
No n<i nwity to have recourse to the diabolic element. 
Neglrrt of condition» proper for the investigation. 
Agencies other than tn.se of the departed. 
Subhuman «pint* —the libarated «pint of the paychic. 
Tlxw> have had far more allnhiitnl to them than they can rightly 

claim.
Rtnialnm in Spiritualism.
Religion*  aspect*  of th*  question. 
Nerd« of the <ge.
The plan of Spintnalum in modern thought.

Tm Imuicrrr Onumi *t tri ontw End or th» List
Scope of the inquiry.
The nature of the Intelligence.
What h the Intelligence!
Difficulties m the way of accepting the story told by the Intelligence. 

Assumption of great name*.
Alasnc*  of prwine statement.
(,’ontradirpiry and aleurd mraange*.

Conditions under which good evidence is obtained.
Value of cnnolontive testimony.
I'rrwnsl eipenences—

Hcven esse*  occurring connecutively, January 1 to 11, 1874.
A «pint refusing to le misled by a suggestion.
A «pint earth-bound by love of money.
Influrnre of association, especially of locality.
Spint*  who have rommunuated for a long period.
Quid «pint*  communicating: oonvbontive testimony from a second

sr,uno
Eitremely minute evidence given by two method*.

A punlile misconception guarded against.
General conclusions.

Personal immortality. 
Personal recognition of and by friend*.

Religious aspect*.
Amjbii I.-On the power of spirit*  to gain access to sources of 

information.
Armtui ll.-On some phase*  of Mediumship bearing on Spirit- 

Identity.
Arrixpn HI.-Gases of Spirit Identity.

(«) Alan crushed by steam-roller.
(M A Inham Florentine.
(r) Charlotte Duckworth.

Arrixtui IV.—Evidence from spirit photography.
ArrtSl'll V.-On some difficulties of inquirers into Spiritualism. 
Arninui VL-Spint-Identity-Evidence of Dr. Stanhope Speer.

HIGHER ASPECTS OF SPIRITUALISM:
A Statement of the Moral and Religious Teachings of 

Spiritualism ; and a Comparison of the present Epoch 
with its Spiritual Interventions with the Age 

immediately preceding the Birth of Christ.

Some of the Contents.
Pbisent Position and Future Needs of Spiritualism in Enolanb. 

What is a Spiritualist ?
Philosophical Spiritualism.
Religious Spiritualism.
Spiritualism is a Revolution.
The Directing Agency. 
Conditions of Public Association. 
Spiritualism deals with Vexed Questions. 
Unity in Multiformity.
Lessons of the Past.
Objectional Modes of Demonstration.
Exposures of Fraud and their Effect.
Lessons of the Future.

Spiritualism in Some of its Religious Aspects.
Judaism and Jesus Christ.
The World at the Birth of Christ.
John the Baptist and bis Message.
The Mission of the Christ.
Modem Christianity and Modern Spiritualism.
Objections Then and Now.
Bible Miracles and the Phenomena of Spiritualism. 
Spiritualism is not Necromancy.
Spirits not all Trickery or Evil.
The Devil, his Genesis and Growth.
On Spirit Communion, and the Biblical Warrant for it.
Appeal to Bible Students.
Spirit Teaching.
The God Idea. a
Man’s Duties to Himself, bis Race and to God.
Man’s Future Destiny: Punishment—Hell, Reward—Heaven. 
The Old Creed and the New.
Religion and Science.
A Practical Religion.
Loes and Gain by the New Creed.
Scepticism.
The God Man and the Typical Man.
Resurrection of the Body. The Gain Great, the Loss Little. 

Appendix.
Esoteric Conditions Affecting Spiritualists Only.
The Purification of Public Circles.
The Medium and the Nature of Mediumship.
The Conduct of Circles—Advice to Inquirers.

The TWO Books, ‘Spirit Identity' and ‘Higher Aspects of Spiritualism,' now 
hunted In one volume: Handsomely bound in Cloth Gilt, 224pp., demy 8vo., price 
lift, (itl. net, or post free, 3s. lOd.
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