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NOTES BY THÈ WAY.

A «rtain ‘Paeue EzmalI tre® New York lateiy 
ecaseted A'-TTM thè Albert Ha.". for alzct a coutil rA Sto- 
¿.tì. aad tkcczit rt vorth vhik to rpzod a rery lazze 
Ftx of EX®eT in nevtpaper >drertzttsex.te of hit portrait 
ad bn eaentrie diauxina, ueoally extmìzz% v, (no 
frluma rji rusbOiMc uoM^àtj. Bat he tu direct aad 
fòie etyzxzà 'xocerr.xz Spéntnalign. vhkh, in kit opini», 
a tizer Satani re. He va» zrea*.  oo Sataa aad de®«M 
¿stzraZy, box Le va» etxxtgh to let Mr. Stead a£ 
riti a varrr'ng I: i» vjturÀit^ thai he abeolred him fre® 
ite smessoci oc fravi.

PaKce EoseeD k a ztoi deal ai a Miùcr iaa Hit tataz. 
n tee zrtax uZea arekasgel, thè rinl of Gtd. azd thè 
àuór« ai Maa : aad hit doo® k xter extznetke viti a." 
‘thè crv-ZHsg aad dir.*zdieuu  aa erest vskk i» zxx iaz 
o£ Hit theasrìeal gocpeL eretti tz u ix k vfaea it k «xpre- 
heasHe, it, horverer. sa inprorenest oc thè old rerir- 
uitx : for he ¿za noi Veliere in thè cid »TerlaKirg hefl, 
aad kit appeal it rat Ler a tali u> tee eazeiea Vj re fez*.  axd 
'te rxd tiar. a ttreat of paniti»«.: far snbeLef. thoagk 
iasead of paattbnest. tbere it ertÌBexfae far thoce vbo 
art oxóie thè ritti ttroug, vbo. for «lz rtaa-.c VA. rerr 
dear. are afe innde.

Thè wortt ai thae \ztizt gorpeìer» it tfcat ther al vari 
kv.v too Boeb. aad are w rery poktire—erpttially axet 
lizir ovb lafeer. azd ccher pttple'» perii.

Dr. G. E. Dodson vróe*.  in * Thè Cbrktiaa Eezitter, 
a ipttjally thoogbtfal Paper oo * la Itarkest Nsxcraikn 
•vi tie Way O«.' 'Darkest Noterai»« k tk» ind» 
rated :—

Co*- “4“* thè KSaatko ; it it extrvje&suily KBpàe aad 
e*»y  to eosrpeehezd. Sóecee zr-.v» aere asd erer »ore 
zapteh» anirt. Il finds satani rasata for erery-L^p Tre 
ieamJy bodies «ere ovee avpfzatd u> ke godi. they are vov 
kcovs to te Barerai »aiti hedore Kepieri use it tu 
rcpcostd that nei. yfaaet <u aiòed m iu oroua. yxsrcey ty 
*z aageL Tie aagefe bave all tee*  iTubìb ! i. aad is fdaee 

ve bar» ' 4 tle fcrwala ior tie work doce. tbe «zrz7 
expesM ia warntarriag tbe piatet i rHoóty. Aad ao it it 
wnh (U«»a, bghtaiag, earth. lakea. eriijae». aad all aatxnl 
'à*w»«sA  statere? : far «J tkmpi veeujaer knov or erpeet 
v> fead satani eaaan. Tbe vWe ■demi tmvtne ia n^rded 
aa a pAyncal Bethasu».

TbN bee»M ‘darkeat «bea it it Bade V> »eaa thè 
RS-xstaoo ai thè tfiriaal Be’ ia thè soneader <d aa 
.^teee vorld aad God.

Thè rt»edy ia thè fall iadoaioa of san ia * Natane.' 
aad tbat Bram thè iariaBa ai soni aa veO aa body. 

Xa& tayt Dr. D-xisoc, it &o vasàer, aad all tfcit visti 
bekx«i to bin ia tie rtaht oi nùd. :rayi-atza. idriii—. 
teenhip, it sx^y Natan ia fia opper rtiçia Tvn 
re^arôed :—

Wfaa: a nuçùicest riev k it ùm v/t -.peu» iefore ut. atrt 
rewrie ia far rriuùiz tiaéiy v, ùu: or eoepr-«’* '•*  *t' 
•zx pr. to go bai : Tte rzzx k uà.: of & ç»*.:  przcsu 
tee&in^y xvzta.’. piykeal aad seextXKu ia ita lover 
.-»rzt*.  t«t ev.irisiç at Ab*,  isso a vorjd of trxiswxia. aapónue 
tex.z», ù-t-. iaü, he|B *xd  kee, iata péizjwpéy, 
atd art. xv. a t«c vr^trt retai oksçj. vià L&pésfeeórjta 
Vi irxÙA. -pf. viti ¿rea&e 'A pwf«tk*  aad earseK ef-jeta t» 
£sd oat aód f«l£ tie lav «( àcir 'zùzl If. m k ix fair, 
tei» irea-t petet*«  ie xterpreed iy óa A'izTeaztta uà Aepcn- 
txc» razter ti.ü by ha sæk ve aay of
xt vies v» tee thtó h ìa» pr-Z iteri kùsl tfe» uà. narz/m, 
atd thè alili ki^ter ideala riki they vonói^ bax dai va 
atuia ’

Wfaen ve talk a'-rr/t Nutzr*  ve EtcK renenter tias 
»he La» pcrZ tetri aad k preZoda^ tóe a£rc>er aa vt_ aa 
thè deeeirer, thè ' rkfaeary’ aa veü u thè saccùreoake?: 
ani thè Leraelf ia respMaâbie far tèe zr. v. t <4 tie apéisaal 
vx&deosa vizi me ai ber eüldre» .-tsari aa nia. 
Bot etLxat-Zf Naisre iy tie tfirzzoL nlatt ù>t kaa 
prodoeed, ve «ee ùaì a&e se aa ¿rie aa ocr
dniaeat dreazte'

We bare mxtrtà tirte ivx'oen of Csrkóaa, ite 
organ of a Dearer Cowrwk ttZpux?. healer vho savi» 
hk ‘¿Te tzea.tczt.ta a dar*  dkuzee no oeyw.. at iva 
&£m a cotti. ‘Wheo yoc doohfe yenr tfaCan y>-. 
dooUe thè tVer of jvs treateesta. Ckrótian ’ i» 
eraassed viti tfiej pongrapéa. xxt ai ùen n- 
ieniae to kttera esdoKag douan aad zrxg caikt : 
hot bene aad there ve vAn dtiÌAt ai faà neve, Uose 
<fa«es of aenafUe adnee. bre«y vstebz^ A izciesae, 
cecie» aad eaac. OsearóoaUy, tao, a so*zm art of 
uaekznz : not rery orìcvaL perkapt boi vita a oruia 
frwixz» à» it—thk. far esu&oe ;—

Thk Binde of heah&z it attui oa thè rery erxaoas of 
thè «»Tene. I*  '.or «v> aecrhy ve ate ie bbz priseipie 
is ev«y Boveasest. We ie_ -.-u*  zzi tu vali, av auàt v. 
hdd. otr eyes v. tee, var ean tei bear.. la erery u '.Teczat 
ve are aka< ciad uà v.aaauÀ^f Batter. I» ir nAXer ! 
Noe is thè oid «Ae of naser. We ha*e  >jc< t_cet yxe 
•zy-.rd tie yiat eaUAg w>"« iea.d »burlai. I> osr zs- 
faUnest ve bave jeaned tfaax thè ssas ■ a pena «f kce& 
Fase. Therefore c«r leg» bear s» vhen ve lei tie*  V» 
»ua. There k a rtsfzcae is «rrery azn of tèe body io oor 
Word od cmsrarziaes.1. We bave zza tM tij ì-omj aad 
ooizr aevta&r» thu thè t-.rid ctdf h a Sritg zefuha- Thè 
very . -ueat are i*ui&p>xL  Thè vhoie urrene it itteSgesi. 
We tee thè body aad tee! thè rìbntÙMt ai thè “pòi: od thè 
(.'srtene. It it all bdd is thè Word, aad theredore ererjr- 
thisc ha» a vooee aad thè frzw ai ztzeruee t—

Thè Leareae dedare tfe p- ey ai <kd ;
Aad thè ¿manez: thovnh Ha haadivork.
Day varo day sceeeoi. ^eexz.
Avi sigbe sax- tight kaovetà ktr.vóedze.
Thm ■ v. rfeeez sor Auraa^e. 
Wb«e their Toéee it soc

Chrktian aad ia ecatrofier are sere t» he aaioziated 
vhh q«sekzry. aad periapt noe rajwtfy. hot k k oor 
hmesi to vAe thè ógM of thè Uvei ? azd vfaat ve »Me 
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is that so many good things have come and seem to be 
coming in undignified and irregular ways, and that ’cranks’ 
occasionally bring the messages of the gods or act as their 
forerunners.

A printed communication, signed by Mr. H. E. 
Wootton (St. Bene’t Chambers, 1, Fenchurch street), has 
been sent to us. It is a plan for what is called ‘The One 
World-missionary movement,’ which aims at a union of all 
Christians in the attempt to ‘evangelise’ the ‘heathen’ 
world by testifying that it is necessary for all ‘ to know 
Jesus Christ as personal Saviour and Lord.’

We are all for union, but it is not necessary to argue 
that in ‘ Light.’ It is necessary, however, to point out 
that union is undeniably good only when the object is 
good ; and in this case we have our doubts.

Could not united Christendom set before it a task 
which would seem and which would be less controversial 
and sectarian? Of course it would be good for anyone ‘to 
know Jesus Christ as personal Saviour and Lord,’ especially 
if that phrase were interpreted in a thoroughly practical 
and not dogmatic way ; but what would be, nay what is the 
effect of going to Hindus, to Buddhists, to Mohammedans, 
to Sikhs, to Confucians, with the demand that they should 
accept Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord, and give up their 
old trusts, rituals and faiths ?

We are really afraid that underneath this enterprise 
for a concentration of all Christians for a descent upon 
' the heathen ’ there is a great deal of the masterful 
egotism which has already carried Christendom so very far 
from Christ. ___________________

Someone should give us a book on ‘The Serious 
Teachings of Mark Twain.’ It might not be a small book, 
but it would be a surprisingly beneficent one. Such a 
book would certainly include the following remarks of 
Huckleberry Finn. The satire on a certain kind of 
Science is as grave as the chaff is delightful:—

The moment Tom begun to talk about birds, I judged he 
was a goner, because Jim knowed more about birds than both 
of us put together. You see, he had killed hundreds and 
hundreds of them, and that’s the way to find ont about birds. 
That’s the way that people does that writes books about birds, 
and loves them so that they’ll go hungry and tired and take 
any amount of trouble to find a new bird and kill it. Their 
name is ornitbologers, and I could a been an ornithologer 
myself, because I always loved birds and creatures—and I 
started out to learn how to be one, and I see a bird sitting on 
a dead limb of a tree, singing, with his head tilted back and 
his mouth open, and before I thought I fired, and his song 
stopped, and he fell straight down from the limb, all limp like 
a rag, and I run and picked him up, and he was dead, and his 
body was warm in my hand, and his head rolled about, this 
way and that, like his neck was broken, and there was a white 
skin over his eyes, and one little drop of blood on the side of 
his head, and laws ! I couldn’t see nothing more for the tears ; 
and I hain’t ever murdered no creature since that warn’t 
doing me no harm, and I ain’t going to.

This Prayer for a little child, by Abbie Farwell Brown, 
is the loveliest reminiscence of the 23rd Psalm we have 
ever seen: but, in order to make it completely that, we 
have ventured to alter a word :—

Dear Shepherd, hear a tired child 
Who has forgot her prayer, 

And cannot find the words of it 
Which wander everywhere.

You used to carry in your arms 
The lambkins dumb and white 

Who had grown weary of their play 
And stumbled in the night.

I also am your little lamb 
Who has no word to pray.

Dear Shepherd, will you bear me too 
Along the darkling way 1

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LTD.

AFTERNOON MEETING.
The Council invite the Members and Associates to a 

SOCIAL GATHERING, 
at 110, St. Martin’» Lane, on the afternoon of Thursday 
next, June Oth, from 3 to 5 o’clock, to welcome

MRS. MARY SEATON, OF WASHINGTON, U.S.A. 
At 4 p.m., Mrs. Seaton will give a short Address.

Tea will be provided. No tickets necessary.

MRS. MARY SEATON’S LECTURES.

A Series of Lectures will be delivered by Mrs. Mary 
Seaton at the Rooms of the London Spiritualist Alliance, 110, 
St. Martin’s-lane, W.C., on the following Monday and 
Thursday afternoons, commencing at three o'clock.

Syllabus.
Monday, June 13—‘Human Heredity and its Control.’ 
Thursday, June 1G—‘The Evolution of Consciousness.’ 
Monday, June 20—‘Healing the Body.’
Thursday, June 23—‘The Psychology of Habits.’ 
Monday, June 27—‘The Psychology of Intuition’ 
Thursday, June30—‘How to Develop Spiritual Forces.’ 
Monday, July 4—* The Relation of the Actual to the Real.’

Admission Is. Each.
The Council of the London Spiritualist Alliance and Mrs. 

Mary Seaton jointly invite Members of the Alliance to attend 
these meetings free of charge.

Spirit Healing.—On Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fri­
days, Mr. A. Rex, the healing medium, will attend between 
11 a m. and 1 p.m., at the Rooms of the London Spiritualist 
Alliance, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C., to afford Members and 
Associates and their friends an opportunity to avail themselves 
of his services in magnetic healing under spirit control. As 
Mr. Rex is unable to treat more than a limited number of 
patients on each occasion, appointments must be made in ad­
vance by letter, addressed to the Secretary, Mr. E. W. Wallis. 
Fees, one treatment, 7s. 6d. ; course of three, 15s.

SPIRITUALISM IN THE SOUTH OF ENGLAND.

From a report which we were unable to publish in ‘ Light ’ 
of last week, we learn that representatives of societies at 
Portsmouth (2), Exeter, Southampton, Reading, Brighton and 
Bournemouth, fourteen persons in all, and the general secretary 
of the Spiritualists’ National Union, Mr. Hanson G. Hey, met 
on Whit Monday afternoon in theSpiritualistTemple, Victoria­
road, Portsmouth, under the chairmanship of Mr. Hector J. 
Lacey, and after due deliberation decided that it was desirable 
to establish a Southern District Union of Spiritualist Societies, 
for mutual assistance in disseminating spiritual truth, opening 
new centres of work and encouraging the formation of children’s 
Lyceums. Mr. Hanson G. Hey explained the position of the 
National Union in relation to District Unions, and incidentally 
remarked that the extreme south and the Midlands were the 
only two districts that were not yet formed into Unions. He 
said that such Unions tended to build up well-organised 
societies managed on spiritual lines and to the discontinuance 
of local party differences. The representatives present con­
stituted themselves a committee, and decided that a model 
constitution should be drawn up and referred to the societies 
in the district for consideration. The Plymouth society was 
not represented, but wrote expressing willingness to co-operate. 
Mr. J. G. McFarlane was elected honorary secretary (pro tern ), 
and after tea had been served by Mesdames Fielder, McFarlane 
and Spiller, an evening meeting was held at which Mr. Hey 
delivered a vigorous and eloquent address on the ‘ Ideals of 
Spiritualism,’ and Mr. J. Walker, of Bournemouth, gave good 
psychometric delineations, which were mostly recognised. The 
local ‘Evening News’ gave an excellent report of the 
proceedings at these meetings.
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THE EXPERIMENTS OF A ‘SOLITARY.’

It is to be hoped that there are always being added to the 
circle of ‘Light’readers new recruits who have not made 
excursions into the field of practical Spiritualism, but are 
ready to be encouraged and guided by the experience of those 
who have made the plunge into actual contact with the unseen. 
It is for these especially that I have written out the experi­
ments of a solitary wanderer in the regions of the occult. To 
read about Spiritualism is one thing, and to experiment and 
make discoveries is quite another.

Faith does not easily come by hearing, while a little first­
hand knowledge derived from one’s own inquiries gives us a 
faith that the exposed tricks of hard-pushed mediums, or 
Marriott mares’ nests cannot disturb. To every reader I 
commend the personal inquiry and the search for * facts that 
winna ding and canna be disputed.’ These facts are not 
usually hard to find, perhaps are refused to none with patient 
perseverance.

The writer of these lines is a minister, held by his acquain­
tances to be of a- logical and argumentative turn of mind, 
therefore not likely to be over-credulous, nor is he of that soft 
open physical build which excels in mediumship. Most people 
should be more successful in finding evidence of spirit-existence 
than he. One thing in his favour was that he was not afraid 
to experiment, because he believed firmly that if there were 
personal spirits, able to communicate with their kind in the 
flesh, their powers must be distinctly limited, and their feelings 
towards those left behind prevailingly benevolent. Though be­
longing to a strictly evangelical body of Christians he did not 
for a moment believe that Moses or anybody else had the 
right to limit his inquiries, much less altogether forbid 
research. He began his experiments nearly five-and-forty 
years ago, and even then was no callow, simple youth, for he 
came into this world the night before Halley’s comet last 
appeared ; and still he is no old dotard, for he does a pastor's 
work with a freshness that makes his people say that he 
grows younger every day. Having thus described myself as 
seen through others’ eyes, let me tell my own story through 
the pronoun ‘ I.’

A very few years after I became pastor of a church, I 
found some of my people much exercised about the table­
turning craze which was then in vogue. One family espe­
cially sounded me as to the propriety of experimenting. I 
encouraged them, and a study circle was formed, which met 
once a week to sit in a room with lights turned down, all 
hands on the table, and waiting to see what great thing 
might come to pass. Very soon the table lifted at one side, 
and spelt out the name of a brother of a young man at the 
table. That brother had gone to America, and disappeared 
some years before. An address in New York was given as 
likely to be a source of information if the sitter at the 
table would write for it. This was done, but no reply ever 
came back. The following sittings at the table all seemed to 
me to result in communications connected with the same 
young man. This was not satisfactory to me. I wanted to 
get nearer to the source of things. Accordingly, I resolved 
to experiment in my study alone. Would anything move 
under my own bands I I began with both hands on a 
small light table. In about fifteen minutes it began to lift and 
answer by dropping at letters of the spoken alphabet, which 
constituted quite intelligent responses to my questions. It 
was a little bit exciting, and while writing sermons in the 
end of the week, it became my habit to put my pen-hand on 
anything movable within my reach on the study table. I 
found that anything would tilt intelligently without conscious 
effort on my part, it might be a tumbler or my silk hat, and 
without any undue waiting. The heaviest article that I re­
member touching was a dining-room chair, which responded 
as readily as the smallest and lightest article. On one occa­
sion, in the house of a friend, a member of Edinburgh City 
Council, the conversation turned upon table-tilting, about 
which my friend was sceptical. He asked me to show him 
how a chair would tilt. Immediately that my hands went on 
the back of one of his chairs it began to respond. This, of 

course, was no evidence to him ; it was probable that I was 
using unconscious pressure. It occurred to me to ask him 
to put his hands on the chair while I put mine on the top of 
his, so that if the chair responded he would know whether the 
force was mine or his, or came from some third source. To 
the very great surprise of both of us, mine quite as much as 
his, the chair began to slide along the carpet away from 
us, and against any possible exercise of force that might 
emanate from us. Can any experienced Spiritualist explain 
that peculiar movement? or does it always follow in the case 
of double imposition of hands I

As messages tilted out to a spoken alphabet are both 
laborious and slow, I soon resolved to get into closer touch 
with whatever unseen powers were around me. The next 
move was to find out whether I could not get written com­
munications ; and one day, with paper and pencil in hand, I 
sat and waited. <

f To be continued.)

MARKS OF SINCERITY.

At the recent Spiritualist Congress at Brussels great stress 
was laid on the sincerity and earnestness with which investi­
gations should be pursued, so as to bring out as large a 
number as possible of proved facts, irrespective of pre­
conception or prejudice, whether religious or scientific, and 
without any selection or colouring of the facts to suit any 
particular theory. Some of the desires expressed in the 
report submitted by M. Le Clement de St.-Marcq, the presi­
dent, were as follows :—

That all Spiritualists, both in their individual and col­
lective efforts, should bear in mind the necessity of giving to 
all spiritualistic manifestations that character of sincerity 
which is the essential condition of success in moral effort, and 
to repel, reject and exclude those false mystical tendencies 
which represent deceit and falsehood as contributing to the 
moral progress of the masses.

That all Spiritualists, and especially all Spiritualist organi­
sations, should teach and spread the knowledge of the means 
by which sincere persons can be distinguished from deceitful 
ones, according to the following table 
Indications of a deceitful spirit

To put forward assertions without proof.
To claim to be infallible.
To make a virtue of credulity.
To threaten those who hold contrary views.

Indications of the spirit of truth :—
To put forward facts before deducing theories from them.
To confess one’s doubts.
To recommend caution.
To respect all honest opinions.

That the most important Spiritualist associations should 
agree together to establish a general rule as to the manner in 
which test conditions can most suitably be applied to each 
class of mediumship ; and that these associations should take 
such measures as appear most suitable for generalising as far 
as possible the practice of applying tests in all mediumistic 
gatherings.

The question of tests is always a difficult one, and in some 
cases too stringent tests, or the concentration of attention on 
the tests rather than on the phenomena, may disturb the 
‘conditions’ and hinder the production of the desired results. 
But our friends are quite right in pointing out that many 
good phenomena have been lost to science because there were 
no precise details forthcoming as to what occurred, so that 
objections could be met; usually some point of doubt is 
raised which could have been settled if a regular system of 
control had been followed while the phenomenon was taking 
place ; while if this control was applied as a matter of course, 
both medium and sitters would become accustomed to it, and 
it would not then have the disturbing mental effect to which 
we have alluded.

The Union of London Spiritualists will hold a Con­
ference meeting at Glendale Hall, St. Ann’s Road, Tottenham, 
on Sunday, June 12th. At 3 p.m , Mr. G. J. Brown will read 
a paper for discussion. Speakers at 7 p.m. : Mrs. Jamrach, 
Messrs. G. Tayler Gwinn, G. J. Brown, G. F. Tilby.
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HUDSON TUTTLE: AN APPRECIATION.

By James Robertson.

There can be little doubt that the phenomena and 
philosophy of Spiritualism have widened the domain of the 
natural. We begin to see things with larger, clearer eyes than 
did our fathers. Revelation was a word used by them to 
denote something that had association with miracle but which 
did not enter into the domain of common experience. The 
discoveries they made were never classed as revelation, that 
word being * copyright,’ and only applicable to the Bible, but 
they were spoken of as the outcome of genius, of deep insight 
or of close observation. The possibility of the breathing in of 
sentiments and ideas from another realm of being did not find 
a place in their thoughts. When Blake, in comparatively 
modern days, spoke of having revelations and of seeing the 
faces of dead saints, this was set down as madness, and so, 
too, were the writings of Swedenborg. While many admitted 
that these latter were rational and had the colour of truth, 
still there was no recognition of any hidden law which would 
widen the domain of the natural. The old idea came upper­
most, namely, that God had again chosen a new prophet and 
teacher, and that the apostolic days had once more come to 
earth. The world could not get away from the special, the 
divine, the infallible teacher. The trances of a Joanna 
Southcote made little mark outside the small group of her 
immediate followers, to whom she was a being specially set 
apart to reveal in better fashion the word of God.

Nothing has helped more to break down the old ideas 
than the advent of those phenomenal men, Andrew Jackson 
Davis and Hudson Tuttle, who, without education, without the 
help of books or experience, set forth views of Nature of a 
most profound kind. No claim was made by them that they 
were, in a special sense, vehicles for the transmission of God’s 
voice, but simply that there had been given to them knowledge 
from another sphere of being.

Nothing could be more akin to what is regarded as super­
natural than the expression of profound knowledge through 
immature intellects. Davis’s great work, ‘Nature’s Divine 
Revelations,’ and Tuttle’s ‘Arcana of Nature’ were both 
written while their authors were but striplings. The claim for 
the Divinity of Jesus of Nazareth is built in part on the fact 
that at the age of twelve years he sat in the temple amidst 
the learned doctors and astonished them by his understanding, 
but we are without a record of the thoughts spoken by him 
which aroused their astonishment. To the world at large the 
incident recorded in Scripture is legendary, and to this 
generation has little value. The story of Hudson Tuttle’s life, 
however, has nothing of the legendary ; it is simply that of a 
medium to whom the so-called dead came, and through his 
pen wrote out their thoughts in clear language.

The spiritual communications of former days were never 
associated with law, nor were the instruments through whom 
they came looked upon as ordinary mortals, but as specially 
selected beings set apart by God to receive His message ; but 
writers like Tuttle protest against this view, holding that 
mediumship is not a gift arbitrarily imparted from a divine 
source, but a faculty common to all ; varying in degree and 
method according to natural qualification of expression. A 
man of little mind cannot grasp anything beyond his primer, 
but the encyclopedic head can take in a whole ocean of truth 
when it is presented. No spiritual instrument or medium, 
however capable, can receive anything beyond the grasp of his 
mental possibilities, but the one thing to be borne in mind is 
that few of us are conscious of the transcendent power which 
is within, waiting to be touched into activity. The phenomena 
of mesmerism have been instrumental in awakening interior 
powers, of which we knew little or nothing, but mesmerism 
from the unseen has revealed greater wonders.

Hudson Tuttle, from his first kindling by the spirits, was 
imbued with the thought that he who has a truth, an idea 
which can be of value to others, is bound in duty to proclaim 
it, and with such a disposition he was bound to have his cup 
of inspiration filled to overflowing.

The ‘ Arcana of Nature,’ to which I was glad to see that 
reference was made in ‘Light’ of May 14th, is one of the most 
wonderful products in literature. The ripest scholar, with 
whole libraries at his command, could not have produced 
anything more comprehensive or more scientific. The fine 
spirit of the man is revealed in the fact that when, after 
penning the first draft, Tuttle was desired to put the pages into 
the fire, as they were too imperfect to be of any value, he 
obeyed at once. The spirit authors were real persons to him; 
it was their work, not his, he could only comply with their 
wishes. He is always proud to say, ‘ Mine has been the task 
of the amanuensis. I have set down what has been given to 
me, I claim no honour except that of honestly and faithfully 
attempting to perform my part of the task. I have written in 
hours of pleasure-and of pain, when life was a joy and when it 
was a weariness, but I have ever been cheered and sustained 
by the consciousness of the presence of the inspiring writers, 
and though apparently alone, have never been companionless. 
During his long life Tuttle has ever manifested this real faith 
in his inspirers ; patiently he has listened and obeyed, and, 
bathed with the spiritual magnetism of his unseen friends, he 
has felt supremely blessed. He was only eighteen years of age 
when the second copy of ‘ The Arcana ’ was finished, and on 
the advice of the real authors it lay on his table for the next 
two years, during which they steadily weeded out the 
imperfections, and then told him it might be printed. That 
was fifty years ago, and so profoundly scientific are its 
statements that, changed as are the views of science to-day from 
those of the past, there is really little in it that stands in need 
of correction. When it was being written, Tuttle was 
impressed that Lamarck and Alexander von Humboldt were 
associated with other intelligences in its production, but he 
knew nothing of the position of those great minds in the 
realm of thought.

It was quite natural for a man like Von Humboldt, finding 
himself on the spirit side, to look out for an instrument 
through whom he could express his views. When an earth 
dweller he did not treat abnormal facts with ignorant de­
rision, but seized every opportunity which presented itself 
to investigate them. From his letters of 1826, published at 
Leipzig in 1864, we find him writing that his faith was, 
that there was a sphere of being which surrounds us, not 
perceived by the earthly senses, and that there was no 
impossibility of this veil being lifted at times.

What a stupendous fact is this inspiration ! Here we have 
evidence clearly set forth of the transmission of knowledge 
from those who, while earth dwellers, spent their energies in 
the investigation of Nature’s secrets, and who, from their new 
plane of life, continued that work through the instrumentality i 
of another man. For the last thirty years a body of men, 
called scientific and academic, but who have seemingly deter­
mined that nothing will be used which is not unintelligible, 
have been seeking to capture the spiritual citadel, wandering 
on the journey almost as long as the children of Israel were 
in the wilderness, climbing the mount ‘Telepathy’ and 
entering the ‘sub-conscious’ morass, but never getting close 
to the fort, which had years ago been taken by a shoemaker's 
apprentice and a farmer’s lad !

This marvellous book of Tuttle’s, ‘The Arcana of Nature,' 
though it was sent out into the world as the product of unseen 
workers, was ignored as being the outcome of mediumship. 
Scholars evidently went to the body of the work and failed to 
read the Dedication or the Preface. Had they done so, it is 
possible prejudice and prepossession might have made them 
discard it altogether, for the Dedication is simple and clear. 
In it, Tuttle says :—

For years I have been led through the paths of science by 
invisible guides, who have manifested the earnest zeal of a 
father for a feeble and truant child. They have upheld my 
faltering footsteps ; they have supported my weary frame, and 
in darkest hours thrown their sacred influence around me. 
Like the reader of these pages, I am a student in their portico, 
receiving my mental food at their hands. From these invisible 
authors I draw the concealing veil, and to them dedicate this 
volume.

As is well known, the book was translated into German, 



June 4, 1910.] LIGHT •265

and was utilised by Biichner, the author of ‘Matter and 
Force,’ to strengthen his materialistic position. He made 
quotations from it, evidently thinking from the quality of its 
contents it must be the product of some learned professor. 
Had Buchner only waited, and read more, he would have found 
in the next volume, ‘ The Philosophy of Spirit,’ another side of 
the picture, from which noaid to materialism could beobtained. 
It is singular that Charles Darwin, in writing ‘ The Descent 
of Man,’ fell into the same error as Büchner.

Tuttle’s next volume, which was bis third spiritual product, 
was entitled 1 The Origin and Antiquity of Man.’ Our great 
naturalist must also have read without examining the preface, 
for in the seventh chapter,dealing with the races of man,Darwin 
says: ‘ I have taken some of the above statements from 
Hudson Tuttle’s “ Origin and Antiquity of Physical Man,’” and 
he quotes the page and the date of publication of the volume, 
‘Boston, 1866.’ Would Charles Darwin have been likely to 
read and quote, as an authority, a book which was dictated by 
spirits ? With all our reverence for the great scientist we can 
scarcely think so. I can remember my own astonishment when 
I came across the footnote. I was not then aware of Tuttle’s 
strongly declared position, that«// his works were the product 
of other minds, and that he was but the instrument used. 
When some person was criticising his ‘ Studies in the Outlying 
Fields of Psychic Science,’ and questions were asked about it, 
Tuttle penned these words : ‘Written as the book is by an 
intelligence superior to my own, I do not personally feel the 
force of adverse criticism, and find it often difficult to explain 
to others, or even fully understand myself, unless I can recall 
the intelligence which dictated.’ This modest soul, whose 
writings were read by some of the wisest minds, has never come 
into contact with scientific associations or read of their 
proceedings. He has been contented to work on his farm, 
blessed with the companionship of the truly scientific people 
on the other side. When in an address delivered in London, 
and printed in ‘ Light,’ in 1902, I happened to mention the 
fact that Darwin had quoted him as an authority, Tuttle 
expressed to me his astonishment that such a mind as Darwin 
had ever referred to him, he had not known of the fact until 
that time.

A splendid specimen of the true Spiritualist has Tuttle ever 
been. The choicest of his gifts has been this inspiration which 
welled into his being. Only within the last year or so, in 
writing to me regarding a severe illness which overtook him, 
he said that his greatest loss had been that his inspiration 
departed for a season. He has never ceased to labour, yet with 
all his hard manual toil he has found time to scatter golden 
thoughts in many channels. The ‘ Progressive Thinker ’ and 
other publications have had hundreds of contributions from his 
pen, and as Stainton Moses once said of him : ‘ He never 
writes unless he has something to say, and he may be trusted 
to say it well. He is able to study, in his own proper person, the 
phenomena which he has observed in the presence of other 
mediums.’

It is pleasant to know that within the last year or two a 
fine edition of his first great work, ‘ The Arcana,’ was published 
by Swan Sonnenschein and Co., London. Dr. Densmore, 
through whose kindness the handsome volume was issued, said 
that it was republished because of the phenomenal nature of 
its production. I was proud to receive a copy of the work from 
the hands of the seer with a kindly inscription, and Andrew 
Jackson Davis, his fellow seer, who would have been glad to see 
recognition given to his patient friend, also sent me a copy. A 
few years since these two great men met together in Boston, 
when Mr. and Mrs. Tuttle took a rare holiday jaunt.

Emma Rood Tuttle, Hudson’s wife, companion and fellow 
labourer, herself a brilliant poetess, has been for many years 
his great helper. Three years ago there was issued ‘ A Golden 
Sheaf,’ sent out on the completion of fifty years of wedded life. 
Truly this marriage has been one of love and judgment. The 
book belongs as much to the one as to the other, in fact they 
are one in heart and soul. The latest book, entitled ‘ Stories 
from the Borderland,’ is also'a joint production. It is different 
in tone from much that has preceded it, and is full of rich 
imagery, profound spiritual truths choicely set out.

It may be thought that the author of so many books must 
have amassed wealth. Alas ! this is not so. The spiritual 
author gains little if any financial recompense. Hudson 
Tuttle has not yet received any return in money, as such books 
as his rarely pay the cost of publication. He feels it has been 
an honour to be selected as the medium for the production of 
what is valuable to his fellows, for to him Spiritualism has to 
take its place in the van of civilisation and give to earth a 
new colour of thought. Let us hope that he will be long 
spared on earth to do yet more noble work for truth. 
If the world has failed to recognise his invaluable service to 
the cause of progress, he at all events has with him the con­
sciousness of duty done. Faithful and true servant of a de­
spised truth, the angels of love in the beyond see and 
know of the riches of his character and the sweet purity of 
his life. It may be that in other years those who come after 
us will feast on what he has provided, and thank God that 
he has dwelt amongst men.

There has never been any faltering in his position as to the 
great fact that the doors stand ajar. No pronouncement 
could be clearer than these words of his : ‘ I am a Spiritualist 
because Spiritualism has replaced belief and faith by certain 
knowledge ; I am a Spiritualist because Spiritualism offers the 
only comprehensive and consistent philosophy of life here and 
hereafter ; I am a Spiritualist because I know that the loved 
ones who have passed through the shadow of death exist as 
immortal individualities, and that at times they have the 
power to communicate with their friends on earth.’

This strong faith of Hudson Tuttle’s, based on knowledge, 
is, I hope, the abiding faith of many readers of ‘ Light.’

A MUCH-TRAVELLED SYMBOL.

‘ The Daily News ’ for Saturday last drew attention to 
the use of the Swastika symbol by the Boy Scouts’ organisa­
tion, and in answer to the question why it was adopted, says

We no more know why the Boy Scouts’ badge of thanks 
should take the form of a swastika than we know why Mr. 
Rudyard Kipling adopts it as his emblem on the fly-leaves of 
the volumes of his uniform editions.

For that matter, we hardly know why the Chinese Empress 
Wu, about 704 A.D., decreed that the swastika should be 
placed in the middle of all representations of the sun ; or 
why images of Buddha bear that symbol on their breasts ; or 
why Greek coins of the fifth century B.C. bear it; or why it 
was the emblem of the god Thor in the Norse mythology.

All through the history of magic, up to to-day, it has been 
regarded as a symbol of great power. An American writer 
has observed :—

‘Scientists who are interested in the seekingout of this 
symbol have found it innumerable in times of the very remote 
past, or found indeed that it appeared among the most ancient 
prehistoric races, and that to mark with a degree of certainty 
the route of its travel—if it really did travel—would be im­
possible. One theory is that it began to exist during the 
thirteenth century B.c, and first appeared in the city of Troy. 
Later it was constantly found, until in the sixth century b.c. 
it began to be marked on Grecian pottery. Afterwards it 
travelled to Scandinavia, Germany, Great Britain, and 
Northern Africa. It went by another route to India, China, 
Persia, Tibet, and Japan, and from Scandinavia it travelled 
even to the far north to Iceland.’

It is found as a common symbol in the carved temples of 
the Mayas, the prehistoric people of North America; it was 
used by the ancient Incas of Peru.

All these instances of the world-wide use of this ancient 
symbol appear to denote that the person or thing or repre­
sentation to which it was attached was sacred, as being either 
dedicated to the deity or invested with supernormal powers. 
But in this sense its use by the Boy Scouts appears to us not 
a little incongruous—as much so as the use of the cross would 
be. In fact, the Swastika is a cross, and something more— 
an emblem of spiritual force.

The Union of London Spiritualists will hold a Con­
ference meeting with the Kingston Society at the Assembly 
Rooms, Hampton Wick, on Sunday, June Sth. At 3 p.m., Mr. 
Thomas Brooks will open a discussion on ‘ The Conduct of 
Spiritual Meetings.’ Speakers at 7 p.m., Messrs. T. Brooks. 
M. Clegg and G. F. Tilby.
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SCIENCE AS A WITNESS.

Dr. Jasper B. Hunt gives us through Mr. H. R. Alien- 
son (London) an important book on ‘Existence after 
Death implied by Science.’ Its import can be gathered 
from the titles of the seven chapters which fill its three 
hundred and twenty pages : ‘ Is the Belief Unavoidable ? ’
* Have we a Spiritual Destiny 1 ’ ‘ Are we mere Animals?’
*Wbat are we made of?’ ‘What Causes us to Live?’ 
‘ Are we members of a Spirit Universe ? ’ ‘ The After-life
idea circulates—among whom ? ’

Dr. Hunt starts with the plea that there is no necessary 
conflict between Science and Religion, but he strongly dis­
sents from the statement that this is because the two 
realms are dissimilar and distinct. All we have to do is to 
unreservedly accept the doctrine of development; then 
‘ Science itself begins to teach Religion.’ * The new Psy­
chology demomtrates that man is a spiritual being.’ ‘Science, 
regarded in the gross, dictates the spirituality of man, and 
strongly implies a spiritual destiny for individual human 
beings.’ So thinks Dr. Hunt. Hence this book.

The argument is chiefly in Chapters IV. and V., ‘ What 
are we made of ?’ and ‘ What causes us to live?’ and here 
the writer gives the materialist, the mere dust and ashes 
man, as good a shaking as ever he is likely to get. 
We are made of dust, are we ? he says; 0, very well, and 
pray, what is dust? Huxley also collared the dust man 
when he said, ‘The chief document as to the past history 
of our earth is mud,’ and since Huxley’s day that docu­
ment has revealed some curious inscriptions. ‘ Evidently,’ 
says Dr. Hunt, * he who could solvo the mystery of mud 
would be the greatest man who ever breathed.’ Why ? 
Simply because mud, being tracked home, ends over the 
borderland, where it can be followed no more—at present. 
We talk of ‘dead matter’: but there is no such thing as 
dead matter. All the fuss we have been making about 
matter is the fuss of ignorance. Let us shake hands at 
the limit of the borderland where the atom and the 
electron throb their last and disappear.

And yet, as Dr. Hunt suggests, it has been well for us, 
as education, that we have habitually regarded Nature as 
something external to our selfhood. That has been our 
‘schoolmaster to bring us to Christ’—the Christ of the 
real self which is matter’s king: and behind, beyond and 
within all Nature lies the mystery which we are so sure of 
as mystery that even tho ‘ unbeliever ’ is content to call 
himself an ‘agnostic’—a really humble confession, and 

not so mUch rebellious as modest. As Dr. Hunt says, ‘The 
vast masses added in recent years to the common stock of 
knowledge have had the effect of showing us our narrow 
limitations.’

But Science has still a great deal of courage, the 
courage of its opinions, and non-scientists on the wing are 
still not treated over well: and yet the non-scientists have 
sometimes led the way, subject to the penalty of being 
called 'doluded cranks.’ But surely Dr. Hunt is right 
when he tells us that there arc meeting-points where one 
man’s word is as good as another’s, and that wo have 
reached such a meeting point now. ‘ In a world whero 
innumerable objects appear to sense, and not one of them 
thoroughly known ; in a world where our best possiblo 
knowledge is obtained through a mirror in a riddle: if in 
such a world anything can bo called certain, then it would 
seem certain that matter does not contemplate itself. It 
would seem impossible to deny that it is spirit which con­
templates matter, whether tho spirit be a distillation from 
inorganic nature, or an infiltration from a complemontai 
universe, or the one reality in which matter is but an 
accident, or the breath of God Himself.’

Material things, says Dr. Hunt, have become ethereal 
things, and science is now speaking only in whispers. Why! 
Because it has found out that it has found out nothing— 
except its limitations and its ignorance. Its finalities are 
only impertinences, its systems, closed at each ond, are 
but feeble guesses, its use of the word * impossible ’ is an 
arrant foolishness. Its great discovery of evolution has 
turned all its old books to waste paper, and, at this very 
moment, it is beginning to see in man the unfolding of a 
selfhood which relates him to a world and to a possible 
order of beings which know nothing of our dust and ashes 
but which exist in a condition absolutely in harmony with, 
and interpreted by, spirit or mind alone.

Once, the problem was the mystery of matter; then the 
mystery of life ; but now, as Dr. Hunt maintains, the 
problem is the mystery of that which stands apart and 
looks on and forges the problems and seeks for solutions, 
—spirit or mind. We pretty readily trace back con­
sciousness, in imagination, from the philosopher to the 
mildew on his boots, says Dr. Hunt. ‘ We waltz back 
blithely from philosopher to protoplasm ; then appears a 
full stop. But have we penetrated far into the mystery ? 
Have we penetrated at all ? . . Was not the proto­
plasmic full stop staring us in the face all the while? 
Mildew on boots, face that bends down, brain that 
philosophises, tongue that speaks, are all alike and all along 
composed of plasmic cells and their corpses.’ That is all 
made to seem easy enough. But ‘ what balks and baffles us 
is not the mystery called life, nor yet the mystery called 
matter, but the ubiquitous and ever-deepening mystery 
which some prefer to call "mind,” and others "spirit”— 
supreme and inscrutable, utterly irrespective of the 
machinery by which it operates and the materials from 
which it has been drawn ’—a something which contem­
plates and analyses, combines and dissolves, and knows 
phenomena only as interpreted by itself, and is actually 
able to take itself to pieces and thon deny that it exists.

What it all looks like is—that man, in an ascending 
scale, has crept all tho way from crude protoplasm to 
conscious life and to the development of a selfhood 
which can discriminate between protoplasm and thought 
about it, and, in all probability, build for itsolf an 
organism to match mind, using protoplasm as a tree uses 
it, or as a builder uses bricks, or as an artist uses body 
colours, and sublimating everything so as to bring it into 
fine and instant harmony with thought.

Iho sub-conscious mind, about which so many arc now
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beginning to prattle (chiefly to stave off the admission of 
spirit or soul), itself suggests or reveals a new world and a 
now world-order. It is even admitted that it can act 
beyond the body’s boundaries and powers, and that, as Dr. 
Hunt says, it is not conditioned by time and space in the 
same way as the conscious, but sometimes joins issues with 
the sub conscious in others afar off, and, for all we can tell, 
may continually be so doing. Surely that carries us very 
near the Borderland, if not quite beyond it.

We therefore welcome this writer’s conclusion, con­
vincingly argued for and brightly illustrated, that spirit-life 
is the real and ultimate life, and that evolution has 
determined it for us. Evolution, be says, has resulted in 
spirituality: from so-called dead matter to living matter ; 
from living matter to conscious thought; from conscious 
thought to religious idealism. ‘Can we persuade ourselves 
it is all for no end 1 We exist, and we are conscious 
beings. So far as we can see, we are the highest product 
of Nature’s unimaginable labours. In the course of millions 
of ages, our universe and ourselves have come to pass. 
Worlds have been wrought out of starless emptiness. 
Nature has produced the human spirit by dint of what 
appears to be incalculable toil and prodigal expenditure. 
Was it only in order that we might glance around and 
perish?’_________________________

PRE-EXISTENCE, EVOLUTION, AND 
SURVIVAL.

Mr. Edmund E. Fournier d’Albe, B.Sc., delivered an 
Address on ‘Pre-existence and Survival; or, the Origin 
and Fate of the Individual Spirit,’ to the Members and 
Associates of the London Spiritualist Alliance, on Thurs­
day evening, the 12th ult., at the Salon of the lioyal 
Society of British Artists, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall East, 
Mr. Henry Withall, vice-president, in the chair.

(Continued from page 256.)

Consider for a moment the structure of the eye. In insects 
and Crustacea it consists of some twenty thousand cones 
mounted side by side on the retina, each cone pointing to a 
different region of space. It is a construction which gives a 
wide angle of vision, and enables flies, for instance, to see in 
almost every direction at once. Some deep-sea fishes have 
eyes attached to stalks which can be pointed in different direc­
tions, while others have eyes contained in long tubes closely 
resembling telescopes. When the depth of the sea is such that 
no light penetrates into it, some of the denizens of the deep 
provide their own light, like that remarkable creature known 
under the name of Enoplotenthis, which is studded with 
twenty-four glow lamps, each containing a lens and reflector, 
and emitting lights of various colours, so that the fish looks as 
if it had decorated itself with a diadem of luminous gems.

And what shall we say of the human eye, that marvellous 
optical instrument whose range covers half the horizon ! It 
contains a lens enclosed between two liquids of different opti­
cal densities, and provided with an iris diaphragm which 
adjusts itself automatically to the intensity of light. The 
sensitive surface known as the retina contains several million 
peculiar nerve endings known as rods and cones, arranged in 
hexagonal facets, and each connected with a delicate arrange­
ment of what an electrician would call capacities and induc­
tances, designed for the undisturbed transmission of a million 
separate and simultaneous messages to the brain. The 
whole system resembles a vast telephone exchange, with a 
‘subscribers’ list' equalling in numbers the population of 
London.

Not only is the eye an optical instrument of unequalled 
complexity ; it is also a photographic camera in which the 
sensitive surface is constantly renewed. The retina is covered 
with a pigment called the 1 visual purple,’ which is converted 
into yellow by the action of light. The renewal of this visual 

purple ceases at death, and zoologists assure us that often, 
when an animal dies, and its eye is dissected, the last object 
seen by the animal is found photographed on its retina in yellow 
on a purple ground.

Is it any wonder, I ask, that biologists, who live in daily 
contact with these marvels of the microscope, should get into 
the habit of regarding that which they see as the reality of 
prime importance, and should lose sight of all possibility of 
greater realities lying behind that which is seen ? We, at any 
rate, are in no such danger. We ask whence these things are, 
and whither they tend. Who or what has built up these won­
drous structures ?

The answer which I prefer to make is, that the marvellous 
mechanism known as the body is the work of the human indi­
vidual himself. The circumstance that none of us remember 
having built up our own bodies does not disprove our having 
done so. Our later consciousness, and especially that social 
consciousness imposed upon us from the outside, and embodied 
in spoken language, has displaced and obscured the organic 
consciousness which was the original master-builder. But the 
organic consciousness resumes full swing in our sleep.

Let us, then, endeavour to come to closer quarters on the 
question of pre-existence. In a sense, we have always existed, 
and are co-eval with all existence. But, as separate individuals, 
our existence had a certain very definite origin. It began in 
the junction of two germ cells, in which the lives of two indi­
viduals merged into one. At that supreme moment in our 
lives the two long chains of memories held by our parents 
were linked together.

A message trembled back along those chains to the origin 
of all existence, and in return a message came conveying to us 
a command to live again the life of the race. Whereupon we 
set to work and built up our present bodies, passing rapidly 
through those changes which had marked the stages of the 
age-long evolution of mankind, recapitulating, as it were, the 
history of the human race, and fighting anew the great battle 
of life.

It has been said that every man lives most of his life before 
he is born. This paradox has much truth in it. From the 
organic point of view, man’s pre-natal life is infinitely more 
strenuous and intense than his post-natal development. He 
grows out of an invisibly small germ into a fully-formed 
human creature. In doing so, he leaves the world of cells and 
enters the world of men. It is just as if a man were to become 
a planet. The change in size alone would be exactly the same. 
What our experiences may be in passing through that stupen­
dous change we know not; possibly, at some future epoch, we 
may remember it all; but it is quite conceivable that the rate 
of life, being the number of events crowded into a given time, 
may be as far in excess of our ordinary rate of life as the size 
of the cell is below that of the full-grown man. In that case 
our pre-natal life may practically stretch over what, with a 
standard of time reduced in proportion, we should regard as an 
eternity. Time and space, as you know, are relative terms, and 
their length depends entirely upon the standards applied. The 
relativity of size and duration gives us, indeed, the possibility 
of quite a series of eternities, just as the mathematician recog­
nises the possibility of several orders of infinity and of in­
finitesimals. I only mention this in order to point out that 
we may postulate a practically infinite pre-existence of the 
individual human spirit without going beyond the date of his 
conception. That being so, I see no reason whatever to assume 
what is ordinarily known as reincarnation. That an individual 
now living should be a reincarnation of C';esar or Cleopatra is 
to me a grotesque improbability. It would explain nothing, and 
would introduce quite a series of new problems bristling with 
difficulties.

This, then, is the general conclusion we arrive at with regard 
to the origin of the individual human spirit. Our past is rooted 
in the hoary past of the race. We grow up as we do because 
we, in a sense, remember to have thus grown up before. If 
memories of past existences cling about us, it is not that we 
have lived those lives as individuals, but that we have sprung 
from the ‘germ-plasm’ which passed through that long line 
of existence and ultimately found a new expression in our­
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selves. We suffer for the sins of our parents and reap their 
reward, because to a very vital extent we are our parents and 
our grandparents. We are an inseparable part of them. To be 
one’s father’s son is a merit or a blame, according to the merit 
or demerit of the father. This rule does not, of course, apply to 
the social world, but it holds good in the organic world, and 
only fails in the social order because the social consciousness 
is a thing imposed upon us from without, a thing which does 
not go to the root of our being, and plays but an insignificant 
part in our natural inheritance. A cataclysm may sweep away 
our civilisation and culture, but no cataclysm will perceptibly 
affect, let us say, the number of limbs the average child is born 
with, or the number of teeth it develops in after life.

Our past is our parents’ past, and theirs is the past of 
our remote ancestors. The origin of the individual means a 
new shoot from the parent stem, but it means much more than 
that in the more highly developed organisms where partheno­
genesis is unknown. It implies, as a necessary preliminary, 
the merging of two lives into one. It implies a loss of indi­
viduality as well as a gain. For each cell of the human body 
has a life of its own, however circumscribed and limited, and 
this individual life is lost when the two germ cells join together, 
when the twain become one.

This mutual surrender of individual life is surely not too 
great a price to pay for the stupendous change that follows it. 
For, as I have already indicated, the changes which take but 
a few short months would only be paralleled on the adult 
human scale if a being were to grow from the size of a man 
to the size of the earth. The flame of love which welds to­
gether two lives throws a light back into the dim past of the 
history of the race and summons the memories and experiences 
of forgotten ages to guide the new spirit through its adven­
turous career, a career which will stretch far out of sight into 
the days of thousands of generations yet unborn.

As Haeckel has quite correctly pointed out, there is a 
certain parallelism between the pre-natal development of the 
individual and the geological development of the race. 
Those who wish to gain a deeper insight into the details 
of human development cannot do better than read Haeckel. 
Only they must remember that Haeckel is only a biologist, 
and not by any means a philosopher. He is a good observer, 
though a very indifferent and untrained interpreter.

For the purposes of our present investigatiou it suffices to 
say that the human body is built up entirely by cell division 
and differentiation. No cell forms of itself out of the material 
provided. Omnia cellula e cellula (every cell springs from a cell). 
The single cell formed by the fusion of the two germ cells 
becomes two cells. These become four, then eight, then 
sixteen. The increase proceeds in geometric proportion. 
While this sub-division is proceeding apace, a'differentiation 
sets in, which becomes more and more marked, until one by 
one the organs and structures of the complete human body 
are built up. The whole process fills every really thoughtful 
biologist with a wonder akin to reverence. He is quite help­
less as to its interpretation. All he can do is to observe 
details and draw parallels. We, on the other hand, who do 
not wear the blinkers of a dogmatic materialism, can see in this 
process the work of the master-builder, the work of that 
human spirit which is beginning to tread the path its fore­
fathers trod.

When the work is nearly complete, when the usual crises 
are past, when the ship is launched on the troubled seas of 
human life, then another process sets in, a process which is of 
the utmost importance with regard to the question of the sur­
vival of bodily death. For death begins almost with life itself, 
we die daily. Not only that, but we are born daily, also.

Our entrance into this earthly life is signalled by a pro­
nounced activity of cell-division. This cell-division is the most 
vital of organic processes. It is the first faculty to be lost 
when the life of the cell is nearing its end. Cell nutrition 
may go on for some time after its power of division is lost. A 
cell may even perform its accustomed work long after it has 
ceased to be really alive, as proved by the reacting power of 
muscle, which persists for some time after the death of the 
animal. Another significant fact is that it is the most highly 

specialised cells—the nerve cells—which are the first to cease 
subdividing. The human adult has his full complement of 
nerve cells, and does not normally acquire any new ones in 
after life, whereas the cells of his skin are constantly renewed 
till the very moment of death.

Now, I should like to direct your careful attention to this 
fact of cellular decay and death. For it closely affects our 
ideas of personal immortality.

I have already referred to the partial self-government 
possessed by the cells of the body. Each cell has its own 
apparatus of nutrition and elimination. It is supplied with 
food by the circulation of the blood, n.uch as we are by the 
circulation of commerce. But each cell must see to its own 
task of working up the food so provided into a form fit for 
its own use, and of directing the strength so acquired into the 
special activities prescribed by the position and function of 
the cell in the organ to which it belongs, and in the whole 
organism. When this modified independence of cells leads to 
rivalry or active antagonism, we have what we call organic 
disease. Perfect health requires the intelligent and loyal co­
operation of the cells in each organ, and of all the organs in 
the body. Fortunately for our daily social life, such co-opera­
tion is carried out and secured by strata of our consciousness 
which are altogether subliminal. In perfect health we are 
almost unaware of possessing a physical organism at all; but 
that does not mean that some part of our consciousness is not 
directing every detail of it. We can ride a bicycle or play a 
musical instrument almost unconsciously ; but that does not 
mean that we are not controlling it, or that it has become an 
automaton. It only means that certain actions of ours have 
become habitual, and have ceased to form part of our waking 
consciousness. The difference between our bicycle and, say, 
our heart is that we can at any time resume our conscious 
control of the former, whereas we would find it difficult to 
resume the .’control of our heartbeat which we undoubtedly 
once possessed, and which is indicated by the fact that the 
heart is ‘striated’ like all voluntary muscles. Yet this 
difference is only one of degree. We have allowed our organic 
functions to become ‘automatic’ simply because it saves 
trouble, and enables us to devote our limited capacity of 
attention to things of importance in our social surroundings. 
But we all know that our control of organic processes can be 
resumed in certain states of ecstasy, and also in certain hypnotic 
states. It is just possible that mankind may in future endea­
vour to resume this control, or secure the liberty of resuming 
it afwill. Such control, when resumed under wise and com­
petent guidance, and accompanied by the provision of the 
necessary raw material of metabolism, would mean the defi­
nite and complete banishment of disease from the world of 
men. At all events, disease would become purely voluntary, 
as physical hardship is already voluntary among sportsmen.

. (To be continued.)

Yoga.—We understand that ‘Vanity Fair ’ has arranged 
with Mr. S. M. Mitra, author of ‘Indian Problems,’ ‘ Hindu- 
pore,’ <fcc., for a series of articles on the ancient Hindu psychic 
culture called Yoga, that Mr. Mitra will give an address on 
‘ Yoga Mental Culture ’ on Monday, June 13th, at 8 p.m., at 
the Kensington Town Hall, with unique lantern illustrations, 
and that subscribers to * Light ’ need not pay any admission 
fee.

* The Ministry of Angels.’—The Address recently de­
livered by the Rev. J. Page Hopps, on ‘ The Ministry of 
Angels ’ to the London Spiritualist Alliance, and printed in full 
in ‘ Light,’ has now been published in an attractive form, with 
blue cloth binding and gilt lettering, with portrait of the author, 
by Mr. A. C. Fifield, 44, Fleet-street, E.C., and can be had 
also from the author at ‘ The Roserie,’ Shepperton-on-Thames, 
or from the office of ‘Light,’ for one shilling, post free. The 
large, clear print makes it a worthy souvenir of an admirable 
address, either for preservation or for presentation to friends, 
especially to those recently bereaved. As our readers, and 
those who heard it delivered, will remember, this Address 
insists strongly and inspiringiy on the ministry of angelic 
spirits—‘ promoted men, women and children ’—as a real 
experience and a constant influence in our lives, so that ‘ we 
have sufficient warrant for the belief that we arc never unaided, 
never unpitied, never alone.’
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MAY MEETINGS IN LONDON.

The ninth annual convention of the Union of London 
Spiritualists (which ‘Union’ consists of representatives of 
nineteen societies) was held at South Place Institute, on 
Thursday, May 26th, at 11 a.m., under the presidency of Mr. G. 
Tayler Gwinn. After an invocation by Mr. Percy Street, of 
Reading, the chairman commented on the increase of public 
interest in Spiritualism and the more favourable attitude of 
both Press and pulpit towards the subject. He said that he 
would make the clergy welcome to all the comfort and help 
that they could get. It was no part of Spiritualism to stint 
the intellect, but rather it encouraged everyone to think, to 
learn and use the truth, and he hoped to find not only the 
spiritual philosophy proclaimed in the churches, but medium­
ship exercised there also.

Mr. T. 0. Todd delivered a thoughtful address on ‘ Spirit­
ualism, the Need of the Age,’ in the course of which, after a 
rapid review of the evolution of religious ideas in the past, he 
endeavoured to show that Modern Spiritualism had come 
because of the demand of human hearts for something that 
would more completely satisfy their longing for knowledge 
respecting the spirit, its powers and its destiny. Man, he said, 
was but a symbol of the divine, and influence from the spiritual 
world makes this life sweet. He had no intention to make 
invidious comparisons, but he felt that Spiritualism was the 
only cosmopolitan, or universal, faith that could appeal to and 
satisfy the longings of the human heart. Its revelations were 
so clear, complete and explanatory that it would yet deliver 
the world from materialism.

It was the only declaration that the doors of heaven were 
open to everyone who wills to enter upon and walk the paths 
of eternal spiritual progress. Spiritualism was capable of 
universal application and answered a universal appeal, for it 
presented to man the best and most complete philosophy of 
life ; a philosophy that harmonised with sc ience and religion 
and gave vitality to both. After some reference to the mani­
festations at Hydesville and a dissertation on St. Paul’s set­
ting forth of spiritual gifts, Mr. Todd claimed that Spiritualism 
was the religion of the home and the fireside : it erected the 
family altar so that loved ones could come from the other 
side and minister to those who, with joyful hearts, gathered 
to worship God. There was not, he said, one idea respecting 
the future life on which all the churches were agreed, but 
Spiritualism had demonstrated the facts respecting the reality 
and the progressive character of the life beyond the grave. He 
deprecated the attitude of those who regarded Spiritualism as 
a matter of amusement and urged that all spiritual gifts should 
be freely exercised ; then and not till then would Spiritualism 
become a purifying power in all departments of life—especially 
in home life. A number of questions were asked, and a short 
but breezy discussion ensued on the vexed question as to 
whether mediums should be remunerated for their services.

At the afternoon session, which was largely attended, the 
Rev. Susanna Harris kindly consented to give a few clair­
voyant descriptions, and Mrs. Imison (Nurse Graham) 
described nearly twenty spirit people to persons in the audi­
ence. Both ladies gave many names and personal details and 
were very successful, almost all the descriptions being 
recognised.

There was an enthusiastically appreciative audience at the 
* mass meeting ’ in the evening, and the speaking was good, 
both in manner and matter. Solos were ably rendered by 
Mrs. Beaurepaire in the afternoon and evening, which were 
much appreciated, as also were the efficient services of Miss 
Gwinn at the organ. Mr. Tayler Gwinn presided, and 
after the opening exercises introduced Mrs. M. E. Cadwallader, 
the representative of the National Spiritualist Association of 
America, who, after a few words of kindly greeting, men­
tioned that there were six hundred societies and twenty-two 
State associations affiliated with the national body, which 
Association, in addition to its efforts to promote the growth 
of the Cause, Bought to protect the mediums and to help them 
when old and infirm. Mrs. Cadwallader said that she was 
delighted to find that the Lyceum work was being encouraged

in London, as she had come to England to attend the Con­
ference of the British Lyceum Union, and she always pleaded 
the cause of the children. From what Mrs. Cadwallader said 
it would appear that the laws in the United States are very 
severe on mediums, who, in some States, are liable to be sent 
to prison for two years, even if they do not take money for 
their services : and it had been found necessary to organise 
the societies as religious bodies and to demand that mediums 
should have the right to give the messages of the angels as 
part of their worship. Spiritualists the world over were 
animated by the same ideas and purposes. It was impossible 
to buy immunity from death—and then it was that the know­
ledge of Spiritualism was most needed. Through mediums 
the departed could give the comforting assurances of their 
undying love.

Mr. Percy Street, in an eloquent speech, which we shall 
give in * Light ’ of next week, struck a high note and won the 
hearts of his hearers. He was followed by Mr. T. O. Todd, 
who was in an inquiring vein. He asked if Spiritualists could 
point fearlessly and proudly to the results of the work 
accomplished by them in their societies. He felt that for 
successful spiritual work it was necessary to receive the 
spiritual Pentecost, and he was impressed with the fact that the 
societies, as conducted, were not yet able fully to grapple with 
the requirements of inquirers. Societies should be the outcome, 
and reflect the good influence, of home circles at which the 
message of immortality was given by loved ones. Spiritualists 
should regard it as a duty to attend the meetings, to sustain 
the speakers with good spiritual influence and sympathy. The 
aims of each society should be to produce spiritual results, to 
implant spiritual ideas and to encourage heavenward aspiration. 
The hall should be bright and beautiful; suitable pictures and 
music would be helpful, but the mental and spiritual atmos­
phere was most important; that did not depend upon the 
speaker, and the members should realise that the societies 
would be just what they themselves made them.

Mr. D. J. Davis, in an amusing, yet earnest speech, made 
considerable play on the word * crank,’ which had been used 
regarding himself, and, as frequently applied to Spiritualists, 
indicated the popular misconception respecting Spiritualism. 
Spiritualists were considered ‘ weak,’ or ‘ sick,’ or ‘ peculiar ' 
intellectually, and yet it was only because they tried to be 
consistent and to demonstrate what other persons said that 
they believed but were unable to prove. Mr. Davis objected to 
the way in which religious papers boycotted Spiritualism. It 
was easy for preachers and speakers to give beautiful, flowery, 
and logical speeches about immortality, but they were non­
plussed when asked, ‘ Do you know anything about it I' But 
Spiritualists testified to what they had seen, heard and handled, 
and spoke from experience regarding the future life. Jesus 
demonstrated the gospel of life beyond death by his return. 
He promised to come again, and that signs and wonders 
should accompany those who believed—but, asked Mr. Davis, 
* where are those signs to-day ? If to attempt to demonstrate 
the truth of spirit intercourse means to be a crank—then God 
keep me a crank all my days. There is no experience which 
unites us so strongly as death. The widowed Queen- 
Mother and the widowed Whitehaven miners’ wives are on 
common ground—death is no respecter of persons—they have 
the same sorrow and need the same consolation—they both 
need what you and I know : the demonstration that indeed, 
and of a truth, we are all God’s children, and that our home 
is not the dark tomb—that we pass through the shadow of 
death into the glorious light of the progressive life beyond.’

Mr. W. E. Long then spoke under spirit control, and in a 
terse and pointed address dealt with the danger, difficulty, and 
definite purpose of Spiritualism. The danger arose from the 
prevalent and invincible ignorance regarding the spiritual con­
dition of mankind and the failure to realise that the spirit life 
is the real life in both realms ; that the ‘ departed ’ are men 
and women ; that death does not affect or alter character ; 
that as men and women are of varying and varied natures 
their circumstances and conditions are equally varied on the 
other side ; that they are not all saints, nor are they all devils. 
If these facts were borne in mind, and it was realised that life
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consisted in translating feelings into thoughts and actionsand 
re-translating thoughts into feelingson a higher level, it would 
be seen that the difficulties were largely self-created. The 

. definite purpose of Spiritualism was to prove that immortality 
is natural and independent of creed, country, colour or con­
dition—that immortality itself is unconditional, but that 
spirit people are conditioned by the results of their motives 
and deeds—still the passage through death is an ascension. 
The attempt to reveal the spiritual world to man was the work 
of the spirits—man bad to receive that revelation, but heneeded 
experience before he could understand. The spirits endeav­
oured to inspire men, to awaken their consciousness, to inform 
tbeir minds so that they would understand and be not only 
hearers but doers of the word of truth. Spiritualism would 
thus lead to the unfolding of the inner man here and be a 
blessed influence that would prepare men for the larger life to 
come.

Another control then addressed the meeting through Mr. 
Long in a humorous speech which occasioned much laughter 
—but the speaker made some shrewd hits. Referring to those 
who attributed Spiritualism to the devil, he turned the tables by 
challenging them to produce their devil. He said 1 Fellow­
ship is the secret of success in spiritual work ‘the “sub­
merged ” live after death as well as those who are on top, and 
they get a better chance there than they did here ’; ‘ in all 
things remember that you have a duty to the spirit world- 
see that you do it, and do not find fault with others—judge not 
—love will save a soul, but persecution never will.’

The proceedings closed with a hearty vote of thanks to all 
concerned, and the chairman announced that the collections 
during the day had amounted to eleven pounds.

SPIRITUALISM IN THE RUSSIAN CHURCH.

A lady correspondent, who lives in Russia, sends us the 
following account of the conflict between Spiritualism and 
materialism in Russia, and of the attitude of the clergy, 
believing that opinions commonly held in Great Britain would 
be modified by closer acquaintance with the true state of 
affairs in that country. She says

The general state of comparative ' superstition [ which has 
prevailed for many centuries is rapidly disappearing—a thing 
not wholly to be rejoiced at. The so-called superstition con­
tains such Spiritualistic truths and principles as belief in the 
‘miraculous’ (supernormal) power of mind over matter,thought- 
transference to higher regions, the healing faculty, <kc. These 
superstitions, if they may still be called so, are not in the 
generality of cases being replaced by a more enlightened form 
of religious feeling, but by a false enlightenment and 
materialistic form of thought, excluding all spirituality, and 
based on the so-called laws of natural science. The old ‘ super­
stitions ’ were more wholesome than the denial of everything 
which cannot be verified by the senses, and this is, unfortun­
ately, the alternative here. In this respect the Russian revo­
lution, politically liberating and progressive in one sense, 
does a great deal of barm. It is narrowly materialistic, and 
the ancient superstitions are certainly more conducive to moral 
and intellectual progress, (or they teach God, the soul, an 
ideal of virtue and belief in spiritual life, and without these 
foundations what social life is possible ! Yet all such faith 
in the spirit is absent from the bulk of the Russian revolu­
tionists, including many Jews, who, having abandoned the belief 
of their fathers, join in this totally materialistic movement.

Fortunately there is a fraction of truly intellectual men— 
a small one as yet—who attack the blind materialism and the 
absence of ideals in the great wave of the Russian revolution­
men who, like Struve, Kistiakowsky, Isgrew, the philosopher 
Berdrajeff, and others bred in the liberal school of German 
philosophy (Hegel and Schelling) try to counteract the per­
nicious influence of these would-be progressists. There are in 
those circles many persons of enlightened and moderate 
liberal ideas, though partly still faithful to the old Church.

One characteristic of Eastern Catholicism is a wide toler­
ance towards other creeds in practical life, though the Synod 
made the great and deplorable mistake of proceeding against

Tolstoy, who, though sincerely religious and God-loving, is yet 
hostile to any supernormal manifestations and agencies, and 
zealously excludes from the Christian faith all those facts 
which prove it to be a true manifestation of Spiritualism. In 
this sense the narrow orthodoxy which excommunicated Tolstoy 
is still nearer the truth than the great writer.

Among the higher clergy there are, and ever have been, 
truly superior and enlightened men. The village priest is 
indeed on a low level, but of course there are honourable excep­
tions. The town priest is perhaps already too prone to worldli­
ness, and a spirit of inquiry is fast spreading among the 
students of theology. Life is advancing and developing in 
ecclesiastical circles, and several country priests elected as 
members of the Duma have bravely spoken up for the people, 
their wants and their rights. They are among the pioneers 
of the future. The Eastern Church is but superficially 
known in general; deeper down there are precious mystic 
elements in this oldest of churches. Even in the most un­
enlightened countries and ages, in the farthest Russian pro­
vinces, or in the convents of Bulgaria or lloumania, there 
have been in the midst of the surrounding barbarism highly 
advanced souls.

The last, perhaps, of these in modern times is the monk, 
Paisios Welitchkowsky, who was born in the Russian province 
of Poltawa, but spent his life in the convents of Moldavia 
in the first part of the nineteenth century. He lived a most 
strict life, and appears in his biography as a true medium and 
mystic, possessing the power of separating his soul from his 
body and sending it to far-off regions, sometimes even while 
apparently performing his outward duties. He is said to 
have had then a strange look and glowing eyes. His writings 
are full of ascetic teachings. All these Eastern seers and 
mystics appear to have practised the deep breathing through 
one nostril, as is the custom of Indian adepts. It would be 
curious to know in what way these influences and practices 
reached the Greek Church, which does not seem to have had 
any relations with the Far East.

The higher Russian clergy are rather sympathetic than 
otherwise to Spiritualism, which is spreading fast in the 
country of Aksakoff, and as often as not under the banner of 
the Church. The Russian Church is not averse to it, as 
Roman Catholicism is, and in this sense it is more progressive. 

Several Spiritualistic periodicals are published in St. 
Petersburg and Moscow, and last year a remarkable book, 
written in a perfect literary style, was published by a monk 
of one of the Moscow convents, belonging to an aristocratic 
family (‘ Iz za Monasterskoy Steny ’—from behind the walls of 
a convent—by a Monk-prince). The author has visited India, 
and is fully informed of the latest Spiritualistic and theo­
sophical work and progress.

And so in this seemingly dead Church the spiritual light is 
not extinguished, and its influence, though far from being 
sufficiently active, is still worthy of respect and attention.

0. Catargi.

An important and interesting contribution to the discus­
sion of the so-called 1 conflict ’ between religion and science is 
Mr. W. L. Wilmshurst’s ' Christianity and Science,’ published 
by Messrs. Wm. Rider and Son, Limited, and obtainable from 
the office of ‘ Light,' price Is. 2d. cloth, 8d. paper, post free. 
Though written some four or five years ago, it is still timely, 
and the treatment of the subject is thorough. Mr. Wilms- 
hurst defines science as ‘ knowledge: intellectual discernment 
of facts.’ Religion is * man’s attitude toward the universe,’ 
and the conflict between the two ‘ arises through the demon­
strations of reasoned knowledge (science) coming into contact 
with the iineuentiali of religion.’ He describes the develop­
ment of the conflict, and the * new factors tending to recon­
ciliation,’ showing that scientific investigation needs to be con­
tinued into the sphere of the unknown, where there has been 
no other authority than intuition. As to * the present and 
the future,' we have an intellectual conception of a spiritual 
universe, and science describes the system and method by 
which spiritual laws work in the objective world. Each way 
of looking at the universe demands the other as an explanation, 
and the study of objective details leads naturally to an inquiry 
as to the spiritual principles on which they are b used, and 
without which they could not exist.
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Instances of what are called 1 phantasms of the dead ’ are 
frequent, and it is really a pity that a more complete record 
of them than any that has yet appeared has not been made. 
The‘Star’recently stated that ‘Lord Hamilton of Dalzell, 
who was in attendance upon the King of Spain during King 
Edward’s obsequies, has crowded much experience into a brief 
life, says the “Sketch.” Ten years ago, as he lay awake in 
his tent on the South African veldt, he thought he heard his 
father’s voice; at that moment, as he afterwards learnt, his 
father died.’ _____

Those energetic workers for Spiritualism in America, Mr. 
B. B. Hill and Mrs. M. E. Cadwallader, of Philadelphia, paid 
us a welcome call on their arrival in London. They attended 
the recent Lyceum Convention at Birkenhead, and it is probable 
that they will be at the Annual Conference of the National 
Union, at Leicester, on July 2nd and 3rd. We trust they will 
both have enjoyable experiences during their visit here. Mrs. 
Cadwallader has produced an interesting allegorical sketch, 
illustrating angel guardianship, entitled ‘The Visit of the 
Ministering Angels.’ We saw it performed by the children of 
the Philadelphia Lyceum some years ago, and can recommend 
it to Lyceum conductors in this country.

The notices of the Brussels Spiritualist Congress which 
have appeared in the Belgian press have fully recognised the 
serious and scientific character of the work, as shown by the 
effort of the leaders of the movement in Belgium to submit 
all phenomena to rigorous control. The ‘ Petit Bleu ’ for 
May 20th, in an article entitled ‘ Towards the Beyond,’ re­
marked upon the number of scientific and Spiritualist dele­
gates who came from so many countries, and on the long 
series of meetings held morning, afternoon, and night for four 
days in succession during Whit week ; and it infers that 
‘Spiritualism is steadily acquiring an established position 
in the majority of the cities of the old and new worlds.’ 
The article goes on to say that the main thing aimed at is 
systematic scientific inquiry, waging war on tricksters, and 
that the work of the Congress has been methodically pursued, 
while‘before separating, the members examined the nume­
rous spirit photographs displayed at the Exhibition, and made 
appointments with each other to meet again at the next C .in­
gress of occult science, to be held at Geneva.’

The Leicester Spiritualist Society has passed through 
many vicissitudes since its commencement, some thirty-five 
years ago, but in spite of all difficulties it has been well 
maintained. On Sunday last a new phase of its work was 
commenced under auspicious circumstances, by the holding of 
services for the first time in the Queen’s Hall, Silver-street. 
This hall, which will seat upwards of four hundred persons, 
is light, well-ventilated, centrally situated, and is well adapted 
to supply the needs of the society, which, with a well-provided 
platform and the sustained interest of the members, should 
grow to be a power for good in the town. Mr. E. W. Wallis 
was the speaker at the opening services, and the large and 
deeply interested audience in the evening gave the officers of 
the society great encouragement. On July 2nd and 3rd the 
Spiritualists’ National Union annual meeting and conference 
will be held at Leicester, and the two societies in the town are 
uniting in preparations to give a hearty welcome to the visit­
ing representatives and friends.

Mr. Robert Lynd’s review of Mr. Carrington’s book on 
Eusapia Paladino which appeared in the ‘Daily News’ on 
Thursday, May 26th, is one of the fairest that we have read 
for many a day. Mr. Lynd says that while it is easy 
to begin by disbelieving it is evidently not at all easy 
to end by disbelieving in Eusapia’s phenomena. * Savant 
after Bavant has studied her and few have been able 
ultimately to resist the conclusion that the phenomena 
are tho effect of some unknown natural or super­
natural force. . . Mr. Carrington and others have tested 
her in conditions in which cheating seemed absolutely im­
possible. . . Mr. Carrington’s book is especially valuable 
because the author satisfied Dr. Albert Moll’s requirements ’ 
[that conjurers should be critics and investigators in mediuin- 
istic phenomena], and his testimony, together with that of Mr. 
Feilding and of Mr. Baggally, * brings us to a point where, un­
less we can believe in the collective and continuous dishonesty 
or hallucination of the three investigators during various 
séances scattered over a month, we must admit the genuine­
ness of the Eusapian phenomena.' We commend this con­
clusion to the Editor of ‘ Pearson’s Magazine.’

While we read of decreasing membership and of smaller 
congregations in the Churches it is interesting to observe 
indications of increased activity and growth in Spiritualist 
societies. Perhaps this is a sign of the times and one that 
reveals the tendency of modern thought. Probably many 
persons are seeking in Spiritualism the comfort and inspira­
tion that they fail to find elsewhere. Be that as it may, our 
movement is growing : it is alive, it has hope and enthusiasm, 
and local societies are increasing in number and influence. 
The Brighton Spiritual Mission is one of these centres of 
active service which has steadily developed during the past 
few years, and the promoters of the work there are to be con­
gratulated upon the success of their efforts as well as upon 
the sympathetic support which they receive from the members. 
A high spiritual tone is maintained, and Spiritualists as well 
as inquirers are greatly helped by these truly religious services.

MARRIAGE OF MRS. LOIE F. PRIOR.

The marriage of so prominent and beloved a worker as 
the Rev. Loie F. Prior will be a matter of intense interest to 
Spiritualists in many lands, and all will unite in praying 
that true happiness may attend her in her new sphere of life, 
which will not interfere in her service to the angel world. 
On April 24th last Mrs. Prior completed a very successful 
thirteen months’ engagement with the Durban Spiritualist 
Society in their scheme to organise the Spiritualists of Siuth 
Africa, and at a social gathering given in her honour she 
was the recipient of a handsome illuminated address and 
testimonial. The crowning event, however, of her associa­
tion with the society was her marriage with one of its mem­
bers, a fellow-countryman, Mr. John Lee Elmore, which was 
quietly but joyously solemnised on May 4th at the home of 
Mrs. Brooks, a dear mutual friend of the bride and bridegroom. 
The ceremony was performed by the Rev. J. Sinclair, D.D, a 
Congregational minister of broad and liberal views. The 
guests included the officers and executive of the Durban 
Spiritualist Society, and telegrams of congratulation and good 
wishes were received from all parts of the country. The 
happy couple afterwards departed, amidst showers of rice and 
confetti, for a month’s quiet holiday in Zululand, far from 
the busy world. On their return to Durban, Mrs. Elmore will 
give a series of lectures and demonstrations, after which they 
will journey through South Africa in the interests of Spirit­
ualism, and will later on make their way to England.

Durban. W. Knox.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

TAe Editor is not responsible for the opinions expressed by 
correspondents, and sometimes publishes what he does not 
agree with for the purpose of presenting views which may 
elicit discussion.

Acknowledgments for ‘ Light.’
Sir,—Permit me to thank an unknown donor of a copy of 

‘Light’ weekly to our mission, thus enabling us to keep it 
on file ; also to thank the donor of parcels of ‘ Light to 
Mr. Ball, 107, Penton-place, S.E.—Yours, Ac.,

For South London Spiritualist Mission, 
William R. Stebbens, Hon. Sec. 

Lausanne Hall, Peckham, S.E.

Hudson Tuttle and Charles Darwin.
Sir,—I see in ‘ Light’ of May 23rd that a writer in ‘ The 

Progressive Thinker ’ says that the presentation of the theory 
of evolution should be accredited to Tuttle rather than to 
Darwin, as the * Arcana of Nature ’ was published seven years 
before the ‘ Origin of Species,’ but I think I am right in 
saying that Darwin’s book was written twenty years before 
it was published, and he only consented to publish it after 
Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace had written and told him of his 
own discoveries.—Yours, Ac,

A. M. C. P.
[On p. 254, Vol. I., of ‘My Life,’ Dr. A. R. Wallace gives 

several works which put forward the general idea of evo­
lution many years before Darwin (see also ‘ Light,’ 1909, 
p. 113), but the work of Darwin and Wallace was to show 
liow the species originated by natural selection and 
survival of the fittest. These ideas had occurred to 
Darwin twenty years before (Wallace: ‘ My Life,’ p. 361), 
and he had been collecting materials for his great work 
on ‘The Origin of Species’ for twenty years (p. 358. See 
also ‘Light,’ 1908, p. 327). This, however, is not the same 
as saying that the work had been written and left un­
published for twenty years.—Ed. ‘ Light.’]
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The King s ‘ Removal.’
Sir,—No good purpose can be served by an attempt to 

answer ‘ Inquirer’s ’ * important questions ’ in reference to my 
letter in ‘Light’ of May 14th.

To ask what difference there is between the blowing up of 
a Czar by an anarchist and the removal of a King from earth 
conditions by the Divine Power, * in whom we live and move 
and have our being,’ is one of those questions which require 
no answer. The man or woman who can ask where the 
difference lies must logically look upon every removal by 
death on this plane as murder committed by the Almighty.

God certainly does interfere (if that be the proper word to 
use) when He recalls each human entity from present condi­
tions at the time appointed by the Divine wisdom. But we 
do not call this murder.

The causes of the King’s death mentioned by the medical 
men were mental as well as physical. There appears to have 
been only one possible solution to the strain which be endured 
towards the end.—Yours, <fcc.,

E. Katharine Bates.

Sib,—Whilst not attempting to discuss the point raised by 
‘Inquirer’ in his letter on p. 260 of ‘Light,’ I beg to submit 
the following quotation for his consideration : ‘ Nothing in 
Nature—nothing in the universe—is at a standstill. Nothing 
goes backward. A gigantic, incomprehensible wisdom mow 
all thingt fvruvird towards greater and higher powers and 
possibilities.’—Yours, Sic.,

Plymouth. S. B. McCallum.

Spare the Helpless Animals.
Sir,—All friends of animals must rejoice that ‘Caesar,’ 

the favourite dog of the late King, was allowed to walk behind 
the coffin in the funeral procession. Such a recognition of 
the devotion and personality of a dog is more than a tribute 
to the pathetic sorrow of the little dumb mourner, it is a sign 
of the growing tendency of our time to extend to animal life 
the sympathy and the respect which follow a realisation of 
kinship.

Will not all humane people watching the sorrowful pro­
gress of the King’s faithful little friend determine that dogs 
shall be spared vivisection—the worst wrong which we inflict 
on our animal friends I—Yours, Sic.,

L. Lind af-Hageby.
170, Piccadilly, W.

King Edward's Death : A Vision Experience.
Sib,—Seeing a short paragraph on Mr. Turvey’s premoni­

tion of the death of King Edward, I thought perhaps my own 
experience might interest your readers.

On coming ont of the car about three weeks before the 
King’s death, I saw the nation mourning, people in black, and 
even the rush of this great city stilled by some great event.

That same night, after being in bed for a few minutes, I 
left my body and travelled some distance, when I entered 
a room and stood behind a nurse ; I entered the body of 
this nurse and crossed the room with her to the far end, and 
bending down over a bed I saw the King dying. I then 
left her and returned again to my normal condition. Looking 
at my watch it was 11.45 p.m.

Just three weeks after this, at 11.45 p.m., our King passed 
over.—Yours, dtc.,

Manchester. (Mias) E. A. Qu inion.

A Dream Interpreted.
Sir,—In your Question Department in ‘ Licht ’ of March 

12tb, a dream is recorded by * B. W.’ and an answer solicited. 
I regret that this has only just come to my notice otherwise I 
would have replied before. The dream is a symbolic one, and 
is given to the recipient as a warning. I may say that I have 
recently developed the gift of interpretation of dreams, and 
have astounded many of my friends with the accuracy of the 
interpretations. I have not studied dream books, but the 
meanings seem to reveal themselves to me in a peculiar 
intuitive way. The dream in question appears quite clear.

The ‘ broad staircase ’ of ‘ dark wood ’ can only have one 
interpretation, viz, ‘is easy of ascent.’ The ‘dark wood’ 
shows that the path (or ascent) is dark or evil—opposite the 
head of the stairs there are two large folding doors with brass 
knobs (rose pattern)—the ‘rose’ symbolises * friendship’ (or 
an affair of the heart), but the friendship is bad (brassy). The 
lady is led up these stairs by a man on her left hand (the 
heart side) who has gloves on—his face she cannot see—both 
bad signs—the gloved bands indicate that the real feelings are 
covered, and the face is hid to disguise its real intent. The 
lady realises, when she has allowed herself to be led to the 

top (or end) that the man has led her there for an evil 
purpose, as is shown by her being pushed through the folding 
doors and by her awaking ‘ screaming ’

Such, ‘ B. W.,’ is the meaning of this awful (or painfal) 
dream, which I give freely as it seems to reveal itself to me. 
The lady is certainly subjected to spirit influence, as the dream 
has been impressed upon her brain when in a state of coma 
(or sleep, when the brain was most susceptible), by one of 
her guides (‘ Oriental ’) as a warning, on the principle that 
‘ forewarned is forearmed.’

‘ B. W.’ will probably know best how to deal with the 
matter, and I should be pleased to hear further from him.— 
Yours, <fcc., W. J. Perry.

23, Ena-street, Boulevard, Hull.

Spectacles Found.
Sir,—Kindly permit me to announce in ‘Light’ that I 

have a pair of spectacles, found by one of our stewards after 
the meeting at South Place Institute, on Thursday last. I 
have made inquiries but have failed to find the owner.—Yours, 
<fcc. G. Tayleb Gwinn.

35, Earlham-grove, Forest Gate, E.

SOCIETY WORK.

Marylebone Spiritualist Association, 51, Mortimer- 
street, W.—Cavendith Room».—On Sunday last Mrs. M. H. 
Wallis’ lucid and striking answers to numerous questions gave 
much satisfaction to inquirers and friends. Mr. W. T. Cooper 
presided.—Percy Hall.—On May 23rd Mr. Leigh Hunt gave 
convincing and fully recognised clairvoyant descriptions and 
spirit messages. Sunday next, see advt.—D. N.

Spiritual Mission : 22, Prince't-itreet, If.—On Sunday 
evening last Mr. Frederic Fletcher gave an interesting 
address on ‘The Psychic and the Spiritual.’—67, George- 
itreet, Baker-etreet, IF.—On Sunday morning last Mrs. Miles 
Ord delivered a helpful address on ‘Character and Per­
sonality.’ On Wednesday evening Mr. Carpenter gave in­
teresting answers to questions. Sunday next, see advt.—J. C.

Shepherd’s Bush.—73, Becklow-road, Askew-boad, W, 
—Sunday next, at 10.45 a.m., public circle ; at 6.45 p.m., Miss 
Burton. Thursday, 7.45, Mr. Baxter. Wednesday and Friday, 
8, members’ circles.—J. J. L.

Brixton.—8, Mayall-Road.—On Sunday last Mr. Abbott 
gave an inspiring address. Sunday next, Mr. Tayler Gwinn. 
Monday, 7.15 p.m., ladies’ circle. Tuesday, at 8.15, members’ 
circle. Thursday, at 8.15, public circle.—G. T. W.

Hackney.—240a, Amhurst-boad, N.—On Sunday last 
Mr. J Blackburn gave an address on ‘ The Christ Method of 
Healing.’ Sunday next, at 7 p.m , Miss Violet Burton, trance 
address. Monday, 8, members’ circle.—N.R.

Stratfobd.—Workmen's Hall, 27, Rompord-boad, E— 
On Sunday last Mr. H. Boddington’s practical answers to 
written questions on ‘ Mediumship ’ were much appreciated. 
Mr. G. F. Tilby presided. Sundiay next, Mr. A. H. Sarfas, 
address and psychometry.—W. H. S.

Manor Park.—Corner of Shrewsbury and Stbone- 
roads. E.—On Sunday last Mrs. Effie de Bathe lectured on 
‘ Death and the so-called Dead.’ On May 25th Mrs. Fanny 
Roberts gave good psychic readings. Saturday, June lltb, 
at 7.30 p.m., Whist Drive, in aid of building fund ; tickets Is. 
each including refreshments. June 12th, Mr. T. 0. Todd.

Brighton.—Manchester-btbeet (opposite Aquarium). 
—On Sunday last Mrs. Jamrach gave excellent addresses and 
good clairvoyant descriptions. Sunday next, at 11.15 a.m. 
and 7 p.m , Mr. Aaron Wilkinson, addresses and clairvoyant 
descriptions. Monday, at 8, Mr. Wilkinson, clairvoyance. 
Wednesday, at 3; Mrs. Curry. Thursday, 8, public circle.

Peckham.—Lausanne Hall.—On Sunday last, in the 
morning Mrs. F. Roberts, and in the evening Mrs. Miles Ord, 
gave addresses and clairvoyant descriptions. Sunday next, at 
11.30 a.m , discussion ; at 3.15 p.m., Lyceum ; at 7, Sirs. Pod- 
more. Thursday, psychometry. Sunday, 12th, Mr. Huxley 
and Mr. H. Pye. Mr. Percy Street shortly.—W. R. S.

Camberwell New-bgad.—Surrey Masonic Hall.— 
On Sunday morning last Mr. W. E. Long spoke on ‘Spirit­
ualism, Good or Evil I ’ and in the evening he delivered an in­
structive address on ‘Jesus in Communion.’ Sunday next, 
at 11 a.m., Mr. W. E. Long on ‘A Spirit's Impressions of the 
May Convention ’ ; at 6.30 p.m., MrB. Beaurepaire.—E. 8.

Highgate.—Gkovedale Hall, Gbovedale-road.—On 
Sunday morning last Mr. J. Abraball spoke on ‘Mediumship’ 
and gave clairvoyant descriptions. In the evening Mr. J. 0. 
Nicholson gave an address on ‘The Gifts of the Spirit' and 
answered questions. Sunday next, at 11.15 a.m., Mr. Henry 
Gobley ; at 7 p.m., Mr. J. McKenzie, ‘ Materialisation,’ 
Wednesday, Mrs. Webster.—J. F,
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Brixton.—84, Stockwell Park-road.—On Sunday last 
Mrs. Boddington gave a beautiful address on ‘ What u Spirit­
ualism I ’ clairvoyant descriptions, and a solo. Sunday next. 
Miss Fogwell. June 12th, Mrs. Harvey. July 3rd, Mr. 
Punter. September 22nd to 24th, Sale of Work.—A. B .

Winchester.—Oddfellow«’ Hall.—On Sunday evening 
last Mr. Elvin Frankish, of Exeter, gave a beautiful address.

Fixsbury Park—19, Stroud Green-road.—On Sunday 
last various members spoke and gave clairvoyant descriptions 
and spirit messages.

Clapham.—Richmond-place, New-road, Waxdsworth- 
road.—On Sunday last Mr. Symons gave a powerful address 
on 1 Saints and Martyrs.’—C. C.

Croydon.—Small Public Hall, Geobgb-stbeet.—On 
Sunday last Mrs. Podmore gave an instructive address and 
clairvoyant descriptions.

Kingston-on-Thames.—Assembly Rooms, Hampton 
Wick.—On Sunday last Mr. W. H. Shaddick gave an address 
on ‘The Continuity of Knowledge.’—T. C. W.

Bristol.—Sussex-place, Ashley-hill.—On Sunday last 
Mr. Courtney read a paper on ‘The Meaning of Life.’ Mr. 
Webber and Miss Conibear gave spirit messages.—W. B.

Bristol.—12, Jamaica-street, Stokes Croft.—On Sun­
day last Mr. F. R. Melton spoke on ‘Materialisations.’ 
Other meetings during the week.—A. C. 0.

Kentish Town.—17, Prince op Wales’-cbescent, N.W. 
—On Sunday last Mrs. Baxter gave an interesting address on 
‘God is Love ’ and replied to questions.—B. G. M.

Bournemouth.—Assembly Rooms, Town Hall-avenue. 
—On Sunday last Mr. Frank Pearce, of Portsmouth, de­
livered an address. On May 26th Mr. H. Mundy spoke and 
gave clairvoyant descriptions.

Reading.—New Hall, Blagrave-street.—On Sunday 
last, morning and evening, Mr. P. R. Street gave addresses, 
his evening subject being ‘ Sin and a Saviour,’ and gave clair­
voyant descriptions. Other meetings during the week.—C.

Southport.—Hawkshead Hall.—On Sunday and Mon­
day last Mrs. Child delivered addresses on ‘ Reason and Faith' 
and ‘ If a Man Die shall be Live Again 1 ’ and gave clairvoyant 
and psychometric readings.—V. M. S.

Southend - on - Sea.—Milton-street.—On Sunday morn­
ing last Mr. John Kelland gave an address and replied to 
questions, and in the evening spoke on ‘ Spiritualism, What 
is it!’—H. E. V.

Lincoln.—Arcade, Upper Room.—On Sunday and Mon­
day last Mr. F. Smith conducted meetings. On May 24tb, 
at a social gathering, a presentation was made to our organist, 
Mrs. Richardson, on leaving for Canada.—C. R.

Seven Kings, Ilford.—5,Spencer-road.—On Sunday last 
Mr. Haywood’s address on ‘Who are the Dead ¡’ was dis­
cussed. On May 24th Miss Middleton gave psychometric 
delineations.—W. M. J.

Southsea.—Lesser Victoria Hall.—On Sunday last 
Miss F. M. M. Russell gave interesting'addresses on ‘The Nature 
of Man and his Redemption,’ and Mrs. L. Harvey gave clair­
voyant descriptions.—J. W. M.

Plymouth.—Oddfellows’ Hall, Morley-street.—On 
Sunday last Mr. Marshall gave an address and Mrs. Trueman 
clairvoyant descriptions. A sacred concert was then rendered 
by the choir and friends.—N. F.

Portsmouth.—Mizpah Hall, Waterloo-street.—On 
Sunday morning last Mr. Herbert J. Nicholls spoke on 
‘ Spiritual Growth ’ and replied to questions. In the evening 
he spoke on 'Spiritualism and its Necessity,’ and gave clair­
voyant descriptions.—E. H. W.

Fulham.—Colvey Hall, 25, Fernhurst-road, Mun- 
ster-road.—On Sunday evening last Mr. D. J. Davis delivered 
an intellectual address on ‘The Usefulness of Direct Evidence' 
and Mrs. Cadwallader spoke on the great ‘Antiquity of 
Evidences from the Spirit World.'—II. J. H. A.

Southend.—Seance Hall, Broadway.—On Sunday 
morning last Mr. Rundle gave an address and clairvoyant 
descriptions. In the evening Miss V. Burton’s address on 
‘ The Vision Beautiful' and replies to questions were much 
appreciated. Miss F. James rendered a solo.—A. J.

Exeter.—Market Hall, Fore-street.—On Sunday I 
last Mr. Dudley Wright addressed large audiences on ‘ Psychi­
cal Science v. Spiritualism ’ and ‘Why we are Spiritualists,’ 
and on Monday spoke on ‘ Modern Objections to Spiritualism.’ 
Mrs. Grainger gave clairvoyant descriptions. The local paper 
gave a good report of Mr. Wright’s lectures.—H. L.

Portsmouth.—Victobia-boad, South.—On Sunday last 
Mr. Hector Lacey gave excellent addresses on ‘ The Creative 
Work of the Spirit' and ‘Unseen Powers,' with psychic 
readings and clairvoyant descriptions. On May 25th the pre­
sident spoke on ‘The Use of Physiognomy' and gave personal 
readings.—G. McF.
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