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NOTES BY THE WAY.
Mrs. Besant’s remarkable St. James’s Hall Lecture on
‘The Deadlock in Religion, Science and Art,’ as reported
in ‘The Christian Commonwealth,’ was a half weird per
formance, as though a being from another world had
appeared to partly taunt and partly guide us in the hour of
our inability to go farther. But it all had its impressive
uses, especially in relation to Science. The lecturer seemed
to revel, though with a note of severity, in the spectacle
presented by the men of Science who have pushed on
past matter until they have not even an atom to bless
themselves with. In fact, all the old scientific methods
and data are played out, and the man of science is simply
drawing inferences with the help of mathematics or
actually borrowing methods and data from the despised in
Israel, the ‘ frauds and charlatans,’ mesmerists and Spirit
ualists and Theosophists, and all the ‘ ists ’ that popular
science looked down upon as entirely outside the pale of
scientific respecta deadlock indeed ! Mrs. Besant may
at all events help us to an increase in the grace of humility.

We have received from the ‘San Francisco Vedanta
Society’ (U.S.) a copy of the first number of a pleasantlooking monthly, called ‘Voice of Freedom,’ started by
‘Indian Hindu Swamis,’ ‘under the auspices of The San
Francisco Vendanta Society, Hindu Temple, of the Rama
krishna Mission.’ Views of this Temple are given which
present it as a noble building, and it is described as ‘a
combination of a Hindu Temple, a Christian Church, a
Mahomedan mosque, a Hindu math or monastery, and an
American residence,’ ‘the first Hindu Temple in the whole
Western world.’ The Society was founded by Swami
Vivekananda nine years ago.
A ‘ Prospectus ’ clearly sets forth the aims and hopes
of the projectors of the magazine. The dominant note is
charity through freedom. No exclusion, no sectarianism,
is their cry. Tho vast ultimate truth is capable of bound
less expressions: let all expressions be helped; let none
be assailed. We cannot do better than cite three ques
tions and answers which are set forth as expressing the
aspiration of ‘ Voice of Freedom ’:—

Question : What is the main and primary principle of
Hinduism 1
Answer: To follow any path or faith suitable to one’s own
self, very sincerely, with a strong and ardent view of mental,
moral and spiritual advancement. This, as a matter of course,
does help society, and the whole world in the long run.
Question: What is the idea of God according to
Hinduism 1
Answer : God is infinite ; tho ideas regarding God are
also infinite or innumerable. Any idea of God, suitable to

doth make manifest is light.’—Pau!.
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one’s own present state of faith, or according to one’s own
religion or cult, or according to any religion or cult, will do
for spiritual advancement, so long as one practises faithfully
and steadfastly along that faith.
Question: Does one have to believe in God, or in a
Prophet, or in a Saviour, or in an Incarnation of God I

Answer : Not necessarily. If you do, it is all right; if
you do not, it is all right. Any sincere and steady mental,
moral, or religious culture, is a step to the very highest
spiritual development. But, to many an aspiring soul, it is
better to have a support, a guide, or any form of ideal, for
spiritual practice. To those who believe in God, in a
Saviour, or in any Incarnation of God, these ideals ever exist
and are immensely helpful, whether others believe in them
or not.
_________________

‘Voice of Freedom’ attempts to show that Materialists
and Spiritualists ‘say the same thing in different terms ’—
that, in fact, both talk about the same thing in different
modes. Materialism halts at ‘ the gross form-state of
compound matter.’ Spiritualism passes on to ‘ the Forces
or Agents.’ ‘Spiritualism means Bhuta-Tattwa. Bhuta
means elementary condition of matter. Tattwa means
philosophy. Bhuta also means (1) past, (2) departed, (3)
formless. Spiritualism means philosophy of the departed
elements or spirits i.e., of the Forces or Agents dis
integrated from the gross form-state of compound matter.'
We have frequently affirmed this.
‘ Science and the Purpose of Life' is the title of a
sensible Address delivered by Dr. Fridtjof Nansen, before
The Social and Political Education League, and now pub
lished by Watts and Co. Referring to certain ‘dangerous
and difficult’ thoughts of life, Dr. Nansen states a rule of
action which has many applications. The attempt to fight
down the incoming thought is like the attempt to turn the
running water and make it flow uphill;—

A wiser plan is to avoid those futile attempts, and instead
try to prepare the land to receive the water, in order that it
may flow gently, and irrigate and fertilise the fields instead
of destroying them.
We certainly ought to apply here, if ever, what we have
learnt from our doctrine of the survival of the fittest. We
should use the energy at our disposal to accommodate the
organism to the surroundings, and not waste it in trying to
make the surroundings fit the organism.

Dr. Nansen, using the word ‘religion’ in the con
ventional and misleading sense, says that the mixing of
religious dogmas with ethical ideas, in education, making
the one dependent on the other, involves a serious danger.
Far better is it to show that the ethical ideas are rooted in
one’s own nature, and in harmony with the fundamental
laws of life. As to this, he tells an enlightening little
story:—
I once witnessed a discussion between a very prominent
and intelligent clergyman and an Agnostic. The clergyman
asked the Agnostic whether he really did not believe in a life
after death. The Agnostic answered that he did not. The
clergyman said he could not understand such a thing, and
still less could he understand why the Agnostic led a moral
life. If he, the clergyman, did not believe in a life and a
reward after death, he could not see the purpose of a moral
life, and he wonld certainly take all the enjoyment of its
pleasures that life could give him. The Agnostic answered
that he feared their tastes did not quite agree. He saw his
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happiness in harmony, and such a life would hardly bring
harmony into his existence.
We are, of course, thoroughly with the Agnostic; but
we imagine that the clergyman said what he did only as
the exponent of what he believed would become general.
‘ Teachings ’ is a book of very acceptable ‘ Automatic
Writing,’ containing an immense number of short com
munications on great subjects, from various persons. They
are of a higher order than usual, both as to thought and
expression, and are well worth publishing and possessing.
But, of course, it is quite necessary to stand on guard, and
to hold one’s self in hand, for, as usual, these messages,
though from different persons, belong to one school of
thought and feeling, and all seem to bear the ‘image and
superscription’ of the mind in which they were minted.
It must be so, except in extremely rare cases. Even so,
however, they are valuable, apart altogether from the
unseen people, though, occasionally, a merciless critic
might point out instances where (as in the attempts to
distinguish between Destiny and Fate) the writer or
writers do not get home.
The book is without title-page and without publisher’s
name, but a limited number of copies can be had from our
office, price 3s., post free.

The Rev. H. H. Saunderson puts in a convincing manner
the value of inference as a source of knowledge, and the
value of scrutiny of the trend of things.
The human
mind does a great deal of its work in that way.’ A road
implies somewhere beyond, and preparations imply an
event. Even the sight of migrating birds has logical
conclusions.
Applying this to life beyond earth’s limits, Mr. Saunder-

son says:—
In life we see lines that run out into the unknown and our
thinking follows. We not only see a road that has no ending
here, but we find ourselves travelling that road, and we ask
about its outcome. We see beginnings in this life which are
not yet followed by completion, and the alternatives are that
there is no completion or that there is completion elsewhere.
That there should be great preparations and profound
beginnings with no completion is to make the world
irrational : the alternative is a completion elsewhere. That
trend which we call evolution has been leading life forward
for hundreds of thousands of years : an abrupt termination
of it as it approaches a worthy plane is scarcely thinkable.
As the course of migratory birds leads inevitably to the
thought of habitable lands beyond our own, so does the
thought of the undertakings, the preparations, the beginnings of
worthy achievements here, lead to the thought of areas of the
universe, habitable for human lives, lying beyond this present
life.
As life has come upward, it has come to be in large
measure dominated by certain great principles: notable
among them are justice and love. And this life does not
show the completion of justice, nor do the lines of love end
here. If it were the lesser things that are left unfulfilled in
this world, we would not so strongly demand another. But
the very highest things that the trend of life opens up to us
are only begun here. . . Justice and love rouse in us the
hope that in the future, somewhere, these lines shall come to
a full meaning ; that all that is wrong shall be righted, the
evil overcome, the good established, the defective fulfilled.
And tliis hope we dare to cherish for all human lives.
The Danish Spiritualist Alliance, founded in January last,
has issued four numbers of an eight-page journal called
‘ Alliance Tidende ’ containing short, pithy articles, extracts
from the writings of ‘ Spiritual Leaders,’ notices of the move
ment in Denmark and other countries (including a reference
to the Lyceums), and a lengthy programme of meetings,
addresses, and circles. The Alliance also publishes short
pamphlets on Spiritualism. We are informed that the
secretary, Mr. Georg V. K. Borup, Esbern Snares Gade 22,3,
Copenhagen, will Ire glad to hear from similar organisations
in other countries.

MATERIALISATIONS AT
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TOLEDO, OHIO.

Readers of ‘The Psychic Riddle,’ by Dr. I. K. Funk(1907),
may be interested in knowing that, through the kindness of a
friend in Rochester, N.Y., I was able to sit with the psychic
mentioned in that book under the same conditions as those
described by the author. Since Dr. Funk had his sittings this
lady has been at death’s door and has reached the age of
seventy-seven, so perhaps I may not be wrong in asserting
that, as tests, my sittings were as valuable as his, though the
first was a failure and the other two were cut short by Dr.
Hossack on account of the weakness of the medium’s heart.
How any sane person who has heard * Red Jacket ’ or the
‘ Laughing Spirit ’ can imagine that the voices emanate from
the deaf and feeble old lady who is the psychic passes my
comprehension. The former speaks as loudly and as fluently
as our friend, * John King’
Before describing the materialisations at Toledo I must
remind your readers that the atmospheric conditions are
different from those in this country or any part of Europe. For
about sixty days in the year, when the thermometer is down
to about zero and the air very clear, it is possible, anywhere
between Rochester and Denver, by sliding along the carpet, to
light a gas jet with a finger ; I have not yet met any American
man or woman who has not done this or seen it done. In
this region children play practical jokes on their parents
by sliding up to them and kissing them on the cheek,
when a spark passes, causing the sensation of a pin prick.
We are ignorant of the causes of many phenomena, but
we do know that the vibrations required to give the best
results in psychical research are closely allied to the
electrical group. It is to this highly charged condition of
the atmosphere in winter that the success of psychic investi
gators is chiefly due ; of this there is no doubt whatever. We
must remember, too, that the original inhabitants of this
vast territory were pure Spiritualists ; the earth is strewn
with their bones, and their spirits hover about the land that
was once their earthly home. It is reasonable to suppose that
they exert some influence, for they are to be met at every
circle. We cannot confidently assert that they assist the
manifestations, but it seems probable.
In a suburb of the city of Toledo (632, Orchard-street),
there is a two-storied house owned by Mr. Ben Jonson, a
painter and paperhanger. The séance room is on the upper
floor, and is approached by a narrow staircase from the back
sitting-room on the ground floor. The cabinet is about nine
yards from the top of the staircase, in one corner of the
room. The top of the staircase has no door, as one of the
bands of spirits in this cabinet occasionally gathers sufficient
power to glide down the stairs and bring up a lady’s muff or
some other material article from the front sitting-room, a feat
which could not be achieved, in the form, through a locked
door. It is, however, practically impossible for confederates
to come this way, for they would have to pass the sitters to
enter the cabinet ; and, as we shall see later on, confederates,
and plenty of them, are the only explanation that the most
rabid sceptic can put forward for what goes on in this room.
Mr. and Mrs. Jonson offer every facility for searching the
cabinet and the room, also the rooms underneath. They are
dependent upon each other for the necessary psychic power,
and a successful materialisation séance cannot take place
unless both are in good health ; but when Mrs. Jonson sits in
the cabinet, without her husband, accompanied by one or two
visitors, etherialisations often take place, and voices are heard
through a trumpet. Vibrations are maintained during the
materialisation séances by an ordinary musical box.
Mr. Jonson is a powerful looking man of fifty years of age,
five feet eleven inches in height, well educated and of sober
habits ; he has a hearty laugh and a genial manner. He wears
boots and sometimes a light coat or dressing gown, a precau
tion, however, quite unnecessary, as the amount of light in the
room is sufficient to admit of his being plainly seen during
the first part of a séance when he sits outside the cabinet. His
wife is a stout comely woman, rather younger. She walks
about the room in a white blouse and is always in view. The
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light is regulated from within the cabinet, and is sufficient to
allow a person with average sight to read a watch with a white
face ; at times it is possible for a person with good sight to
read large print.
I will give a brief account of a materialisation séance at
which I was present with one gentleman and three ladies, who
kindly allowed me to join their private circle.
January 6th, 1909. Atmospheric conditions very good.
The temperature of the air was about lodeg. and it was dry
and clear. Time, 2 to 4 p.m. Mr. Z. and I examined the
cabinet ; then we all took our seats about five feet in front of
it. The room was darkened for four minutes. Jonson was
sitting in a chair one foot outside the left end of the cabinet
and was soon controlled by ‘ Grayfeather,’ an Indian. Then
the shade over the small lamp behind us was drawn up a little
and the séance commenced.
Within two minutes the figure of a small woman dressed in
a white robe, with belt, sprang up from the floor near the
medium, holding out her hands to me. I went up close to
Jonson. From the build and proportions I guessed who this
was, but, unfortunately (owing to our mutual anxiety, I
suppose), after an effort to speak, she dematerialised into
the floor before I could clearly distinguish the features.
This same materialisation and dematerialisation occurred a
second time. After a third unsuccessful attempt she did
not sink into the floor but simply faded away. Not long
after this two strong forms emerged from the opening of
the cabinet on my right. I was nearly touching Jonson with
my left arm ; within two feet of me on my right was a woman
as tall as the medium, wearing a silver band on her forehead
and bracelets and jewels on her arms. After a few words of
conversation she let me understand that she was Cleopatra,
once Queen of Egypt. Standing a little behind her was a
smaller form who gave the name of Josephine. In appearance
neither of these faces was human in complexion or lines but
swarthy and dimpling, Josephine’s rather red ; the general
effect was not at all unpleasing.
Josephine corroborated my
suspicions as to the identity of the first spirit form. It was
‘ Iola,’ my guide.
‘ Grayfeather ’ suddenly exclaimed : ‘ I like that squaw,
that very nice squaw.’ I said, * How flattered Cleopatra would
have been, in earth life, to hear that ! ’ ‘ Grayfeather ’ took
this innocent remark in bad part and called out angrily : ‘ I say
she nice squaw, I say it to her face ; “ Grayfeather ” not got
four tongues. No ! No ! ’ Cleopatra then went up to Jonson
and waved her arms over him, when peace was restored.
On another occasion * Grayfeather ’ (controlling Jonson)
walked over to my chair, a distance of nine or ten feet, and
put his medium’s left hand into mine. He then proceeded to
give me a little advice in a loud voice, being apparently under
the impression that I had never attended a séance before.
* When spirit squaw come you no say, “ Who are you 1 What
your name ? ” You say, “ How are you, very glad to see you.’’
Next time squaw come p’raps she give you her name.’ While
he was thus talking the cabinet curtain opened and a man
went straight across to Mr. Z., who recognised him as his
deceased brother.
Including some repetitions, fifteen or sixteen materialised
forms emerged from the cabinet and conversed with their
friends while Jonson was outside ; six or eight came after
* Grayfeather ’ had taken him inside, in addition to the familiar
spirits, the habitues of the cabinet. One of the visitors was
a nun who had a spirituelle countenance and wore a bright
silver cross about four inches long. She was specially for
Mrs. Z., but she kindly came well out into the light a third
time for me to see her plainly. The effort was too much for
her, and she doubled up instead of descending gradually, as is
usual. Each member of the circle was visited by at least two
friends who were recognised. Two or three men came to me
whom I was not able to identify, one making semaphore signs
with his arms.
After Jonson had been in the cabinet about half an hour
* Grayfeather ’ brought him out and squatted him on the carpet
tailor fashion. While ho was sitting thus a phantom roso
behind him, but soon faded away.
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One curious incident occurred while Jonson was still in
view : ‘ Grayfeather ’ shouted out, ‘ Go away, go back in box ’
(cabinet).
Question : What is the matter, * Grayfeather ’ 1
‘Grayfeather’ : ‘ Me tell him, No ! Go back to box and
come out there. He want to come into medium and turn me
out.’
Question : Who is it ?
‘Grayfeather' : ‘He come for Mr. Moore. He say his name
John Nic-hol-son.’
I know one John Nicholson living and one who passed
over some years ago. The former is a busy professional man
who certainly was not asleep at 10 a.m. The latter was a
gentle, courteous old Canon of a Cathedral in the West of
England, and the last person in the world to try and dis
possess the Indian of the organism of Jonson. The only sur
mise I could make was that this was the leader of the attack
on Delhi whose memory I—in common with thousands of
Englishmen—have held in veneration since the Mutiny. His
character does not exclude the idea that, if he wanted to com
municate, he would not hesitate to turn anyone out of a body
that appeared to him to suit his purpose. He had often,
though not recently, been in my thoughts.
On January 29th last I had a séance with the Jonsons alone.
Thirteen spirits manifested, some of them returning twice.
One of them was ‘Viola,’ a girl with long streaming hair
(which I have taken in my hand), a habituée of the cabinet. To
wards the end of the séance, while Mrs. Jonson was trying to
discover the identity of a man who had appeared at the door of
the cabinet, this girl suddenly sprang up from the floor four
feet behind her, and passing between her and the curtain
glided into the cabinet. ‘ Hypatia ’ came three times during
this séance and promised to cause her portrait to be precip
itated if I again visited Chicago.
As I have said, the only question that can be raised at
Jonson’s is that of confederates. I consider that it may be
ignored for these reasons :—
1. They could not enter from below. Nor could they enter
by the stairs without passing in front of the circle ; in cases
when the sitters were over nine in number they would have to
go through the circle.
2. With the exception of a little waif called ‘ Kitty,’ who
appeared to me as solid as life, and has manifested, always
the same size, for seven years, not one of Jonson’s materialisa
tions looked human in face or deportment. The faces were not
unpleasing, but certainly not those of mortals. Nor were the
forms, in my judgment, substantial. I came away with the fixed
impression that the spirit in the form could solidify, on the
instant, any part required ; but that if I had suddenly put
my hand out it would have gone through almost any form
which came to me.
One old relative whose face I plainly saw I kissed, just
as I should have done when she was alive, and she returned
it. Her cheek was as soft as velvet, her eyes were closed ;
the contact, however, was too much for her and she fell
over on her right side instead of sinking gently downwards.
During my various sittings I saw many forms materialise
and dematerialise outside the cabinet. ‘ Iola ’ came several
times.
Before undertaking the investigation of the Jonsons I
conferred with my friend, Mr. Homer Taylor Yaryan, who was
chief of the secret police under the Grant Government.
Those who are old enough to remember the scandal of the
whisky frauds, traced by the secret police up to the very
gates of the White House, will not fail to recognise the
ability which contrived to defeat a well-planned robbery of
Federal funds. Mr. Yaryan is a detective of great skill and
the last man in America to allow himself to be bamboozled.
The Jonsons have given séances in his house. One (of which
I possess a copy of the record) was as successful as those I
have described.
He has watched these mediums carefully
for years, and assured me they were honest. After sitting
with them several times, always in the afternoon, I am
certain he is right.
It is not probable that I, a stranger, saw the most striking
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phenomena which occur in their presence. Mr. Yaryan told
me that he had once talked to hi« brother while the latter
was actually descending into the floor, and that his brother
continued to speak until his shoulders were level with the
carpet.
During the time I was sitting with the Jonsons I met, at
my hotel, a vice-president of the S.P.R., who informed me
that two members of the council of the Society had actually
become convinced, through the mediumship of Eusapia
Paladino, that the phenomena of telekinesis and materialisa
tion were true. I hope I received this solemn announcement
with the respect and gravity that bo momentous a statement
demanded. But my feeling of awe may be imagined when he
added : ‘ Mr. Hcreward Carrington agrees with them !1
W. Usbobne Moore,
8, Western Parade,
Vice-Admiral.
Southsea.

THE
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After holding three series of sittings with Eusapia Pala
dino in Paris, during 1905, 1900, and 1907, the Institut
Général Psychologique has in its report erected another of
those monuments of ineptitude which mark the devious course
of official science across the unaccustomed fields of psychical
research. In the 1 Revue Scientifique et Morale du Spiritisme’
M. Gabriel Delanne subjects this report to a merciless analysis,
showing how, after Italian investigators had verified Eusapia’s
phenomena beyond the shadow of a doubt by ineanB of exact
scientific recording instruments, the. author of the French
report, as M. Delanne points out, only grants an unwilling
recognition to the same ‘psychic force’which Sir William
Crookes measured thirty years ago, and which the Institut
might have verified by employing similarly exact methods.
The only positive conclusion arrived at appears to be that the
* force ’ resides in the medium herself, and M. Delanne com
ments by saying :—

Spiritualists have known this for a long time. The force
employed is taken from the medium ; there is no miracle
about it. When a table is raised, the force required is
borrowed from the medium, who is exhausted at the end of a
séance in which the phenomena have been powerful. Crookes
made the same observation with - Home. But it would be
interesting to find out what proportion is furnished by the
members of the circle, for it is well established that these, by
forming a chain, contribute to a certain extent to provide the
force which is in a way accumulated or stored up in the
medium. The positive result is meagre. After this, the re
porter keeps saying ‘it seems,’ and ‘ it appears,’ like a man
who is not sure of what he is relating. Those who held fortythree séances, with good eyes and apparatus for verification,
ought to have a settled opinion, or at least to be able to say,
if they regard a certain phenomenon as fraudulent, that at a
given séance they had seen the medium in the act of tricking.
But there is nothing of the sort ; the reader is left in uncer
tainty, a vague suspicion hovers over everything, though not
supported on any serious grounds.

M. Delanne calls attention to the ambiguity of the sen
tence : 'The sitters arc the victims of frauds, the extent of
which cannot be defined.’ M. Maxwell had taken exception
to this in the discussion on the report before it was adopted, and
had received the explanation that frauds had been discovered
■ and that the medium might have tricked in other cases without
being found out. M. Maxwell very justly replied : ‘ Opinions
are personal mutters : what we want to know is whether or
not you present the facts with scientific certainty.’ Apparently,
scientific certainty is the last thing to be expected from psy
chical or psychological researchers ! M. Delanne goes on to
speak of the ‘white hair’ which Eusapia was ‘perceived ’ to
use in order to depress the scale of a balance. No attempt
was mode to seize the hair, which was more probably the
appearance several times investigated by competent observers
and found to be a ‘ filament of fluid,’ reflecting the light and
looking exactly like a white thread or hair. M. Delanne
therefore soundly berates the ‘ strict and learned observers of
the Institut’ for their ignorance in not knowing that this
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was possible, and for their carelessness in not making sure
that the hair was a real one, as well as for their readiness,
on such totally inadequate grounds, to accuse the medium of
deliberate fraud, ‘of which they cannot define the extent 1’

A

SPIRIT

VISITANT, OR

A

DREAM?

It is night, or rather between two and three in the
morning ; I suddenly seem to be wide awake, I leave my bed
and go downstairs to our dining room, wondering all the time
why I am doing so, yet feeling compelled by some power which
I do not wish to resist. It is intensely dark, yet a beautiful
white light seems to guide me, coming from somewhere above
and behind me. I turn to look from whence it comes, but the
light moves with me, so I give it up, and my eyes rest upon
my baby’s high chair. Every other object is in the blackness
of night, the chair alone in a light more brilliant than I have
ever seen. I gaze spellbound, when the light suddenly vanishes,
leaving me in utter darkness for a second, as it seems ; then
a burst of glorious sunlight comes shining through the
window directly on to the chair, which is no longer empty, but
a beautiful child sits there smiling at me—a little nephew of
mine. I notice his red-gold curls, wax-white shoulders, bare
arms and feet, the little legs bare to the knee. His blue eyes
seem to be laughing at my wonder as they gaze steadily into
mine; I bend over to examine the exquisite pattern of the little
white embroidered frock, and note how beautifully it is worked,
then say aloud, ‘What purity 1’ Still the child is smiling at me
in a pleading sort of way, that seems to say, Won’t you speak to
me 1 I touch myself to see if I am really awake. Yes, no doubt
of that. Then I hold out my arms to the child, exclaiming,
‘ Why, it is little Frankie I ’ The child bends towards me
with a joyous laugh, the curls seem to be stirred by a gentle,
cold wind, then utter darkness and an empty chair I As I move
the white light guides me back to my room. Again the sudden
blackness of night, a feeling of a cold draught blowing over
me, a rushing, whirling sensation in the head, and I find
myself sitting up in bed, wondering what it all means. I
learn the following day that little Frankie had died during
the night at Great Ormond-street Hospital. Question:
Was it a dream, or was it a proof of life after death 1
M. E. E.
ANOTHER SERIES OF LECTURES BY W. J. COLVILLE.

The educational lectures by Mr. W. J. Colville, at the
Rooms of the London Spiritualist Alliance, 110, St. Martin’slane, London, W.C., which have just been concluded, have
been so much appreciated that in response to the request of
many of his hearers, Mr. Colville has kindly consented to
deliver another series of twelve Addresses, commencing on
Monday, June 7th, at 3 p.m.
Syllabus.
Monday, June 7—‘ The Soul and its Embodiments.’
Wednesday, June 9—‘ Magnetic, Mental and Spiritual Healing
—How Accomplished.’
Monday, June 14—‘Telepathy and Healing nt a Distance.’
Wednesday, June 16—‘The True Philosophy of Prayer and
Fasting.’
Monday, June 21—‘The Science of Breath—Practical Uni
versal Yoga.’
Wednesday, Juno 23— ‘Tho Mystery and Meaning of
Number, Form and Colour.’
Monday, June 28—‘The Four Spiritual Elements—Earth,
Wuter, Air, Fire—How we Cultivate and Sub
jugate Them.’
Wednesday, June 30—‘Spiritual Inter-communion—Relation
of Unseen to Visible Agencies.’
Monday, July 5—‘The Rosicrucians and Their Mysteries.’
Wednesday, July 7—‘Tho Great Pyramid of Egypt.’
Monday, July 12—‘The Truth about Atlantis.’
Wednesday, July 14—‘The True Christ: or the Light
Within.’
Questions invited after every lecture.
Admission Is. Eauii.
The Council of the London Spiritualist Alliance and Mr.
W. J. Colville jointly invito Members of the Allianco to
attend these meetings free of charge.
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changed fortune«, when his eagerness was hushed by the word
that his mother was dying. The golden radiance vanished.
An Aitbeciation or Andrew Jackson I)avia.
The narrow walls of their humble home took the place of the
splendid mansion, and he saw that the external conditions
(Continual from page 173.)
were ax before—only the familiar form of the ever loving
mother was no longer to dwell there ; * Kind Providence ’ had
‘The mind
truth in <l«groo cumM|K>nding to its elevation.
*
—Nature's Divine Revelation«.
taken her from trouble ! Intimations of immortality were
never afar off, and many times a loving voice, which seemed
For the better understanding of the tcmis-ramental, educa
like that of the mother, came to the boy, and guided and
tional, and psychical tendencies that led Andrew .Jackson
comforted him in trouble or perplexity.
Davis to illumination, philosophical investigation, and seer
Late in the autumn of 1843, having become interested in
ship, I will briefly trace the distinguishing experiences, the
the reports of mesmeric * miracles,’ Jackson joined a party
unfolding psychic conditions that characterise the successive
of young men who were to place themselves under the
stages by which ho passed front the valleys to mountain sum
magician’s power. * Professor ’ Grimes was unable to mag
mits, through the symbolic plains and up the elevations in the
course of his development.
netise him, but soon after this William Lovingston, a tailor in
Of the thirty volumes which teach the principles of the
Poughkeepsie, where Jackson then lived, induced the magnetic
slumber, which resulted at once in a most unexpected libera
‘Ilarmonial Philosophy,’ four are autobiographical : ‘ The
tion of his interior sensibilities. The youth read through his
Magic Staff,’ ‘ Events in the Life of a Seer,’ * Arabula,’ and
forehead the titles of books, letters in a newspaper, told the
• Beyond the Valley.’ These bookB give an insight into the
time by a watch, and astonished the room full of people by
formative influences in the author’s childhood and subsequent
his clairvoyance. When released from the mesmeric condition
experiences of manhood, and reveal a fearless consecration of
he had no memory of anything that had taken place.
conscience to truth and principle. They are remarkable his
Despite the opposition of the superstitious, he continued
tories of the growth of a soul, through its rudimental years,
to be a mesmeric subject, and each night presented new truths
until it completely unfolds in maturity—bearing precious
to the curious and interested witnesses. His slumbering
sheaves I They also give documentary evidence of facts as
spirit had been awakened by methods that were natural to
testimony and proof for those who desire the recorded word
its constitutional unfolding, and he brought to these investi
of witnesses.
gations interior perceptions that were wholly unprejudiced by
While ever affirming that persons and principles must never
theory or education. His mind was wholly untrained by
bo confused, protesting against the acceptance of individual
books or opinions. His temperament was sincere, generous,
authority, and commending the infallibility of Nature and
tender, truthful and truth loving.
Reason to sanction the truth of a statement or belief, yet in
About a month after he was first mesmerised his vision
his devotion to the conditions best adapted to the study of
was wonderfully enlarged and extended, and on January 1st,
Deific principles we find in every volume the gleam of the
1844, the period arrived when his spirit seemed to enter the
writer’s light, like a shining thread through the texture of that
very constitution of Nature, and form acquaintance with the
philosophy that has for its basic design the universal law of
forms, life, properties, emanations, development of the mineral,
harmony,
vegetable,
and animal kingdoms. These unfolded structures
Dr. Davis was born at Blooming Grove, New York, on
clearly indicated the embryological tendency to progression.
August II th, 1826. Frailty of body served to make the child
He says: ‘ I saw that everything in Nature was arranged in
more sensitive, more dependent upon the protecting love of
accordance with universal law, and by it all true sympathetic
his mother, in wIiobo gentleness and untutored fidelity to her
relationships were established and maintained.’ * And yet,
conceptions of right he was nurtured and directed. Physical
upon awakening, not even a vague consciousness of what he
injuries may have prepared the boy for a more marked dishad seen was included in his memory.
enthralment of the spirit, yet his intellectual faculties seemed
He soon developed the ability to diagnose disease ciairto be held captive by the same slow maturity that character
voyantly,
and prescribe remedies for the suffering. During
ised the body. His interrupted attempts to ‘go to school’
several months he was subjected to the severest tests and the
and acquire the rudiments of an * education ’ met with dis
strictest observation by the credulous and incredulous, but
heartening discouragements in his inability to memorise his
the magnetic sleep bore him further and further toward the
simple iessons.
treasury of his conscious unfolding. During one memorable
His school days only amounted to five months. The
experience, when he made a somnambulistic journey of many
limitless information, to which most youtbB have at least an
miles, he hud a vision of more than ordinary import—that of
introduction by means of books, was to him utterly unknown.
the Shepherd and the Sheep. + At this time both Galen and
Ho was obliged to find employment of one kind or another,
Swedenborg—names and persons utterly Btrange to him at
and faithfully and unselfishly endeavoured to help in pro
that
time—addressed him and taught him most exalted truths
viding the necessities of life, but ‘ success ’ did not often
concerning the interior life and the application of natural,
reward his patient efforts. He was not Btrong enough for
physical principles. As the weeks went on the mystery of the
heavy manual labour, and a somnambulistic tendency which
magnetic sleep
*
held its doubt. A certain noble discontent
often seemed to hold him in a dream like condition, even in
seemed to press upon him. Yet he was ever obedient to the
the waking hours, mystified and troubled him. When a boy
higher directions voiced by him when in the clairvoyant
of twelve ho had perceived the principles of mechanical
state.
appliances and labour-saving machinery which he tried to
(To be continued.)
fashion, but it was not permitted by his father, who saw in it
only idleness and impracticability. Onco in the ‘ sleep
walking’ state ho had painted a representation of the Garden
of Eden.
When Jackson was about sixteen years old his mother
sank into an illness which resulted in tho liberation of the
spirit from tho care-worn body. Unaware of the nearness of
his mother’s departure, the * sting ’ of death was mercifully
removed, and bitter grief was changed to thankfulness at
her releaso by a sudden vision as he was returning home after
his day’s work. In place of their little house, a * homo not
made with hands' seemed to stand in expansive grounds of
celestial loveliness. To his uncomprehending mind his mothor
was a queen in a beautiful palace. She seemed to call him.
He was expecting to rejoice with her at their miraculously

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LTD.

Spirit Healino.—On Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fri
days, Mr. A. Rex, the healing medium, will attend between
lla.m. and 1 p.m., to afford Members and Associates and
their friends an opportunity to avail themselves of his services
in magnetic healing under spirit control. As Mr. Rex is
unable to treat more than a limited number of patients on
each occasion, appointments must be made in advance by
letter, addressed to the Secretary, Mr. E. W. Wallis. Fees,
one treatment, 7s. Gd. ; course of three, 15s.
* ‘ Magio Staff,' p. 222.
f
p. 229.
♦ I'or tho mtionulo of animal magnetism, clairvoyance, un<I tho
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seriously and solemnly say it. Will they, then, tell us
when and why the whole order of things changed? when
SATURDAY, MAY 29th, 1909.
and why the ‘ great cloud of witnesses ’ withdrew, or,
what is more extraordinary, still remained and camped
around only to be silent and hidden while, for eighteen
hundred years, only demons could manifest, ay! and
A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research.
masquerade in the angels’ names? The whole thing is so
Price Twopence Weekly.
incoherent, so contradictory, so obviously grotesque, that
COMMUNICATIONS intended to be printed should be addressed to - one can only w’onder how any reasonable person can for a
the Editor, Office of ‘Light,’ 110, St. Martin’s-lane, London, W.C.
moment countenance it.
Business communications should in all cases be addressed to Mr.
But, having said that, we are willing, nay we are
E. W. Wallis, Office of ‘Light,* to whom Cheques and Postal
Orders should be made payable, and should invariably be crossed
anxious, to make an admission ;—an admission based upon
4----- & Co.’
_______
one of the most mysterious facts in life. How often are we
Subscription Rates.—* Light ’ may be had free by post on the follow
compelled to ask : ‘ Why does God allow this to happen ? ’
ing terms-.—Twelve months, 10s. 10d.; six months, 5s. 5d. Payments
or we ask : ‘ If God’s angels are round about us, why did
to be made in advance. To United States, 2dol. 70c. To Prance,
Italy, &c., 13 francs 86 centimes. To Germany, 11 marks 25pfg.
they not intervene to prevent this?’ Now let it be at once
Wholesale Agents: Messrs. Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton, Kent
noted that this is not specially our problem. It is every
and Co., Ltd., 23, Paternoster-row, London, E.C., and ‘Light’
can be ordered through all Newsagents and Booksellers.
body’s problem. Certain it is that there are times when God
seems unconcerned or helpless or far away. Can the most
APPLICATIONS by Members and Associates of the London Spirit
ualist Alliance, Ltd., for the loan of books from the Alliance
‘ orthodox ’ believer deny it ? But, for our own part, we
Library should be addressed to the Librarian, Mr. B. D. Godfrey,
lay emphasis on the word ‘seems.’ We do not believe that
Office of the Alliance, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C.
God is ever unconcerned or helpless or far away. In Him
we live and move and have our being. He is, in very
THE MINISTRY OF ANGELS.
deed, life of our life and soul of our soul. If He could
withdraw from the soul, the soul would withdraw from
There was a time when good Christian people really
the Universe: it would, that is to say, become non
meant what they said. Many of them still mean what
existent.
they say, but with a difference. For instance: they used
What then ? How can all that be true and yet God
to say that they believed in ‘the resurrection of the body’;
let sin win, and man suffer, and demons rejoice ? For a
and, saying it, they meant it. Who believes that now ?
time this may be so. But is there not a purpose 1 or is it
and yet they go on saying it. A few belated travellers
only a doubtful fight, a battle swaying now this way and
may both say and believe it—or think they believe it—but,
now that, with God Himself liable to defeat ? Who can
for one who says it and believes it, there are a thousand,
believe that ? A purpose, then, there must be. But, truly,
perhaps ten thousand, who say it and believe it not.
is not that purpose plain ? God is immanent in man, for
In like manner, they used to say that ‘ the angels of
the development of man. He is creating man a living soul.
the Lord encamp round about them that fear Him ’; and,
But that is a process, and the process requires contrasts,
saying it, they meant it. Probably the vast majority of
the knowledge of good and evil, remorse and longing, the
those who say it now still think they believe it. But do
dark night and the dawn of day.
theyl If they did, would they be as hot against us as
Now if we follow this clue carefully, we may see the
they arel Would they be as ready to say that if any
place even of the tempter, and may find the solution of
spirit reaches us and proves it, that spirit must be a
some puzzling statements in the Old Testament as to the
demon 1 We wish to be very frank and deal very plainly
connection of God with evil. In point of fact, the forces
with these good people. We believe they are truly sincere,
of evil may be God’s agents as well as the forces of good.
and we feel sure they desire to walk in the light. Well,
One might almost say,- ‘It must be so,’ if He is ‘All in all’
then, we put it to them: if ‘ the angels of the Lord
and really God. The situation is saved when we firmly
encamp round about them that fear Him,’ is it so very
grasp the fact that evil and misery are only parts of a
improbable that they should occasionally make themselves
process, and therefore temporary and held in restraint.
known 1
Take a crucial case. It is written that after the awful
Supposing we grant that we are beset with demon
trial of Jesus in the wilderness (‘led by the spirit’) and
spirits who are continually plotting against us, and who are
his victory, ‘then the devil leaveth him, and, behold,
able to reach us and make themselves manifest, is it
angels came and ministered unto him.’ Why did not the
reasonable, is it reverent, to say that the angels of the
angels come before ? Why was this gentle and precious
Lord who encamp round about us are impotent in the
soul left to the assaults of the evil one ? Was it so certain
matter—that they alone cannot, will not, or may not,
that he would come forth victor ? Were the forces of evil
come manifestly or effectively near 1 For what, then, do
so powerful that the angels could not approach ? Was it
they encamp around ?
essential that this glorious being should conquer before
It is a common saying that certain things which were
they could come ? Is it necessary that we should be able
permitted ‘in Bible times’ are not permitted now. Do
to answer these questions ? Assuredly not. We do not
the people who talk like that know precisely what they
even know what conflicts were necessary for him who, we
say 1 Do they know that ‘ Bible times ’ cover a period
are told, was ‘ made perfect through sufferings.’ All that
of more than four thousand years according to the most
is necessary for us is the luminous fact that the conflict
‘ orthodox’ reckoning! Do they know that angelic appear
seemed inevitable, and that the angels watched it and
ances, operations and communications are said to have
came to minister to the struggler’s needs. Is not that
been common, in all kinds of circumstances and amongst all
enough for us? What else of hope and comfort can
kinds of people, during the whole of that time 1 Do they
there be ?
know that, on the highest possible authority, it is asserted
again and again that we are ‘ surrounded by a great cloud
Be patient with everyone, but above all, yourself. I
of witnesses’? Yes, they do know all this, for their Bible
mean, do not be disturbed because of your imperfections, and
always rise up bravely from a fall.—Francis de Sales.
is full of it: and they suppose they believe it, for they
LONDON,
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turning,’ and this truth explains the law of Karma. One
»out ia juBt as dear to Clod aa another, and it ia necessary to
spiritual unfoidment to rise above the aenae of separateness,
for we are all united, all one in the spirit. God owns us all,
or there is no God to own any of us 1 God is not partial:
if immortality be a truth it is true for all, no one is better

■
■

I
1
1

Speaking at the Rooms of the London Spiritualist Alliance
recently, Mr. W. J. Colville dealt with ‘ The Law of Karma
1
in Individual Lives, or Experiences as Educators.’ Having
treated than another 1 The question is, What view shall we
stated that the fundamental purpose of all religions is to
take of the experiences which we undergo and the conditions
bring man into harmony with God so that he may attain the
we are in bo as to get the most good out of them 1 It is useless
heights and enter into the great peace, or Nirvana—a state of
to ask why we were born when we were born; the fact is we
high spiritual development, of tranquillity and bliss—Mr. Col
are here now ; we are what and where we are because of
ville said that before we speculate on the ‘more than human,’
what we have been and what the past has made possible.
we should strive to realise the perfection of our humanity in
Consequences affect us now and in the main they are beneficial
our present state, for we shall not pass to higher planes until
in the line of development, and we may rely upon the stead
we become fit for them. After defining the word ‘Logos’ as
fastness of Nature for the evolution of our character and the
meaning will, thought, intelligence, outgoing desire, and love,
attainment of our spiritual freedom.
and affirming that God is in the beginning of all, he explained
Instead of the law of Karma robbing us of our liberty it is
that the term Karma means the law of sequence, or conse
the basis of all reliance, of all order, of all progressive unfoid
quent happenings, and illustrated it by the law that a man
ment. No man is absolutely free—we are not free to have
reaps as he sows ; whether he sows consciously or uncon
air come through the glass, but we can open the window.
sciously the harvesting of consequences is inevitable. Mr.
Everyone who plants seeds tacitly admits and relies on this
Colville said that explanations are not necessarily true because
law of Karma. All phenomena, psychical as well as physical,
they satisfy many and prominent men, but that fact should
are in harmony with Law, and when we know how to do so
secure for them careful consideration. Some persons accept
we can accelerate the processes of Nature. We are in a
unsatisfactory ideas because of early training and irrational
universe of orderly sequence, but the knowledge of that fact
influences. Thus, while the ‘ conditional immortality ’ theory
need not oppress or depress us. It is true that we are born
appeals to those who have outgrown the irrational, cruel,
with certain tendencies, liabilities, and responsibilities, and
that we cannot evade them, but we are able by thought and
and unspiritual idea of eternal torment, yet it is based upon
effort to modify our tendencies, to realise our responsibilities,
an unwarrantable assumption. He was willing to admit that
if such persons existed as were depicted by the advocates of
to rejoice in and increase our privileges.
When we see that there was a good reason why we were
this theory (namely, individuals who had absolutely no
born when, where and how we were born ; that we get the
spiritual aspirations and no desires for anything beyond
life we need to live, and that we ought to live—that we
sensual gratification) there would be no after life for them,
need the experiences we get and get exactly the experiences
because that which survives in a spirit world must be spiritual,
we need—we shall meet life’s difficulties in a rational and a
but the assumption that such persons do exist is born of a
failure to penetrate beneath the surface of human beings.
hopeful way.
Critics sometimes declare that many persons who accept
Some people take too low a view of themselves and of human
the law of Karma are hard and unsympathetic; that when
nature, but there are few who do not imagine that whatever
they see others in trouble or distress they say ‘ 0, well, it is
fate may overtake others, they themselves will be immortal.
their Karma, why should I interfere I ’ but that is not the
Mr. Colville quoted Dr. J. M. Peebles and approved of his
right spirit at all, it is only by helping others that we ourselves
claim that every soul is eternal—that it pre-exists physical
progress. The only way in which we can pay our debt to the
expression and survives immortally—and argued that there is
past is by being helpful to-day. The desire to be good and
no essential difference between one soul and another : every
do good, irrespective of results, is the natural aspiration of
soul is what any soul is, namely, *an eternal finite entity,’
the spirit, and those who are not high-minded enough to
which, never having been formed, can never be destroyed.
follow out its promptings may still be moved by the rudi‘ Compounds can be dissolved, but an essential “ simple ”
mental instinct of self-preservation, and realise that they
can never be disintegrated.’ Human beings continue to
need help from their neighbours just as much as their
live in their present spirit-bodies, go on in fellowship with
neighbours need help from them, and that by such mental ser
their friends, and engage in all congenial avocations, follow
vice good ensues on both sides. There is much misconception
ing the lines of their greatest attractions. They live, on the
in regard to what is called self-sacrifice—it is often a false
psychic plane, the life of thought and feeling, of individual
martyrdom. When people make sacrifices in the right spirit
tendency and character, without being of necessity better or
they advance their own spiritual welfare and ought not to be
worse than when here. Even now in this life if everyone had
equal freedom and opportunity to do exactly as he wanted to
sympathised with and pitied, but should be congratulated.
do, all would not do the same thing or go in the same direction.
If the game is worth the candle, why talk of sacrifice 1 In
Some would seek change of conditions and surroundings,
benefiting my neighbour, or posterity, I know that I am bene
others would stick to business and home, and in that way
fiting myself. From suffering and trial, patience, perseverance
each one would express himself and realise his Karma—which,
and other heroic virtues are outwrought, and as Emerson says,
after all, is only the result of (ormer thoughts and feelings,
* No man can do me an injury but myself.’ I may be robbed,
motives and deeds.
but I am not the thing» I possess. My body may suffer, but I
Some persons seem to think that Karma is hard and
am not my body—if I am true to myself I cannot be harmed.
arbitrary, and that to have to give account for every idle
This was what Jesus meant when he said that no one could take
word and thought will be terrible, but, Mr. Colville said, it
his life, that he could lay it down and take it up again. He felt
works in all ways—we not only pay the penalty but we also
it was right and necessary, and so he submitted to the trial,
take the reward. It is true that the consequences of evil
to bodily death. He accepted his fate deliberately, inten
thinking, of dishonesty, and false speaking have to be borne,
tionally. He went through the ordeal and exclaimed to his
but it is equally true that it is not possible to desire to do
friends, * Be of good courage, I have overcome the world ’;
good without getting good, and the law works equitably, not
and in this he typified the universal experience through which
vengefully or capriciously. Too often people want gentle
every soul passes, and which is essential in the progress of
ness and tenderness for themselves, or those connected with
our common humanity. Whatever comes to us of pleasure or
them, but think that other wrong-doers ought to be * made
of pain comes because we need it—we have a great deal to
examples of' lest crime should be encouraged ; but the Fatherbear because we can bear it. Seeing that we bear what we
Mother of us all will not single out any individuals for special
have to bear, it follows that we can bear it because we do bear
favours or specially severe treatment. God is ’ do respecter
it; if we were less heroic we could not have borne it, for no
of persons,’ * He is without variableness or shadow cast by
one bears more than he can bear. Hence, if you are burdened
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and have much to endure, congratulate yourself and say, * I
am Me to bear it, I am further on the road than I thought
I was.’
When we realise that we rise higher because we have gono
through these trials, that the discipline strengthens, enlightens,
and ennobles us, then our experiences will glow luminously
with meaning, and we shall be satisfied that the outcome of
the operation of the law of Karina is in keeping with the
wise purposes of the Infinite Intelligence, that it tends to
bring us together, to exchange blessings, to bring us into unity
and into that great peace—the serenity of those who under
stand and are at one with the universal Life and Love.
MORE ABOUT ‘JULIA’S’ BUREAU.

Mr. Stead has followed up his article in the * Fortnightly
lieview,’ referred to on p. 243 of ‘ Light,’ by issuing a
pamphlet entitled, ‘Julia’s Bureau and the Borderland
Library, for the information those who desire to use either.’
Mr. Stead has established at Mowbray House, Norfolk-street,
Strand, a small library of books relating to ‘ borderland ’
subjects, and select periodicals, the list of which is headed by
‘ Light,’ will be kept on file for the convenience of members.
The subscription to the library is a guinea a year, and
membership will be accepted as affording some evidence of
that earnest desire to communicate with the departed which
is the indispensable condition for being permitted to make use
of ‘Julia’s Bureau.’ The use of the Bureau will, in fact,
‘ be confined to those who, either by subscribing ’ their guinea
to the Borderland Library and reading one or two of the
books recommended, ‘ or in some other way, have shown that
they are sincerely anxious to learn the truth about the State
after Death.’ The Bureau is not intended to be used by the
‘curious, or by those who are merely in quest of scientific
truth,’ but only by such as are 1 prompted by sincere yearning
affection to communicate with those whom they have loved
and lost.’
If the inquirer is not to investigate, he will at all events
become a subject for investigation ; the ceremonial begins with
a signed application, then Form H is to be filled up, stating
what tests would be regarded as satisfactory by the sitter ;
this form is to be sealed up and retained by the applicant
until after he has had opportunity to comment on the result
of the sittings. Form D is a statement that this condition has
been complied with. The sitter will then have interviews with
three different mediums, everything that is said being care
fully recorded. This report will be submitted to the sitter, who
will state what is correct, and how far he thinks telepathy
could have come into play. Then he will hand over the
sealed envelope containing Form 11, and the various documents
will be compared and placed on file at the Bureau, for possible
publication hereafter, either in full or in abstract, with or
without the true names. The applicant who is satisfied that he
has been brought into communication with his deceased loved
ones, has still one further task to perform : ‘ he will under
take, as an act of duty, to communicate to any friends or
relatives who may be sorrowing for their dead, the result of
his experiment, informing the Bureau of the name and address
of the person to whom it has been sent.’ Mr. Stead winds up
by saying that the memories of the deceased sometimes seem
dim ; he has never succeeded in getting from them all the
details set down on Form H (we are not surprised), yet he
has no more doubt as to their identity than he has of his own
existence.

Mr. John Lobb’s well-known book ‘Talks with the Dead,’
which is handsomely bound in cloth, has now reached its third
edition. It contains additional finely printed illustrationsand
some new matter, including the following incident: ‘ At our
private home circle, held April 24th, 1909, Colonel Henry
Steele Olcott, the founder and president of the Theosophical
Society, came back from the unseen and talked. Mrs. Larmouth, of the Manchester Psychical liesearch Society, and a
member of the London T. 8. Council, was present. The
colonel used the medium (Mrs. Clegg) and recalled old asso
ciations. Following him, Mr. Larmouth took possession of
the medium and gave tests of his identity, known only to
husband and wife.’

[May 29, 1909.

SERPENTINE

THEOLOGY.

A clergyman of the Church of England, the llev. H. E.
Sampson, residing at Turk's Island, West Indies, has mude a
modest beginning of a stupendous enterprise. In two large
volumes, containing together one thousand pages,
*
he has set
forth the first principles of his proposed reconciliation of
religion with science, taking up the hope expressed by Darwin
in his * Origin of Species,’ that, through a rationally founded
psychology, light would be thrown on the origin and history
of man. But this is only a fragment of the complete plan
for a new philosophy of religion ; the present work is to bo
followed by another, dealing with ‘ Progressive Redemption,’
and showing more clearly the process outlined in these volumes,
by which the final end for which man was created is ultimately
to be attained. This final end appears to be in some respects
a literal and material realisation of the ‘ new heavens and
new earth ’ foreshadowed in Revelation, and the means by
which it is to be attained is the constitution of a universal
Church, one of whose aims will be to provide for tho rein
carnation of purified souls into pure and normal bodies, the
present state of bodily manifestation being regarded by the
■author as abnormal and corrupt because of sin. One example
of this regenerated humanity, we are told, was presented in
Jesus Christ; and ‘ all that Jesus was, and is, mankind has
the capacity to become.’ The secret of the resurrection and
ascension of Jesus lies, according to Mr. Sampson, in a pro
gressive transmutation of His terrestrial body; and, he con
tinues (Vol. II., p. 285) :—

We must inquire concerning the nature of this body that
possessed virtue to drive out disease from other bodies at His
will, defied corruption in the grave, and triumphed over earth
attraction in His Ascension. The body of Jesus was incor
ruptible from His birth, by reason of His having been born of
pure, immaculate parents, Mary and Joseph, who were con
stituted as the Pure Race will be constituted, which the
Cross and Serpent will raise upon the earth. The substance
and atomic particles and molecules of His body were free from
all alien and foreign elements. He was Spirit-permeated and
Spirit-ruled from His babe-hood. His death only separated
soul and body for the time being. The body remained uncor
rupt until the soul returned to it and re-inbabited it; . . finally
it overcame the earth-force of attraction, and, being no more
holden of death, ascended into the heavens.
There is in this passage a mixture of physical and spiritual
conceptions which runs all through the book, and seems to
form part of the author’s theological system ; but, surely, a
sharp distinction should be drawn between the idea of a body
overcoming the force of terrestrial attraction and that of a
spiritual ascension into realms into which no flesh-and-blood
body could ever penetrate. As to the future inhabitants of
earth, Mr. Sampson says (Vol. II., p. 312) :—
The true function of the Church, in its segregated and
purified state, is to bring about pure and holy marriages of
immaculate men and women (after the kind of Joseph and
Mary) for the purpose of procreating children who shall be
born pure and immaculate ; that thereby a line of heredity
may be created for the Sons of God to reincarnate, and be
the ultimate Baviours of the earth.

As for the present population of this world, it is regarded
by Mr. Sampson as composed of a few ‘ incarnate demons,’
a large number of ‘ incarnate astrals,’ a still larger proportion
of * purgatorial spirits,’ and an occasional ‘ celestial ’ or
* paradisaical ’ spirit. Both demons and astrals have lost the
* spirit nucleolus ’ which is the link uniting truly human
beings to higher spheres, and enabling them, after due purga
tions, to rise into Paradise. The ascent is an arduous task,
and there is always the danger of falling into the ranks of the
‘ lost souls, whose cycle of creation and redemption is past.’
To assist these ‘ purgatorial souls ’ to rise, until they can fully
reincarnate under ‘ incorruptible ’ conditions, appears to bo
the mission of the ‘ Cross and Serpent,’ which entails a long
course of * steps,' ‘ degrees,’ ‘ initiations,’ ‘ segregations,' dec.,
and which claims to be * the Hermetic Wisdom in its full com
* * Progressive Creation: A Reconciliation of Religion with Scionre.'
Ry thu Rsv. Holdkn E. Sami'hon. 2 volumes. Rehman, Ltd., 129,
Shaftesbury-avenue, W.C. Price 21s. net.
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prehension.
*
It appoars, however, as for os can bo judged
from tho earthly results aimed at, to bo a faint reflection,
in the astral waters or materia! glaaa, of tho spiritual
philosophy outlined by Dr. Anna Kingsford, and to which
Mr. Sampson alludes in terms of deep respect. It seems a
serjientine course, as compared with the steep and rugged
way by which strong souls may sometimes scale the heights.
As with mankind in general, so with Spiritualists in
particular : the demons, astrals, and undesirables have quite
too much the ascendancy in Mr. Sampson’s view. He has dabs
at Spiritualism all through these books, and even his chapter
on the ‘Value of Modern Spiritualism ' is somewhat patronis
ing in tone. However, as Mr. Sampson feels that he has ‘a
very clear and positive message ’ to deliver concerning Spirit
ualism, we will assist him in delivering some portion of it :—

Tho message is, that men and women, and, alas, often child
ren, are in the greatest danger of rushing into the most terrible
of all evils, by incautious, indiscriminate, and promiscuous deal
ing with ‘ spirits ’ ; and that spiritualistic practices are, as a
general rule, conducted with so much ignorance, such guileless
uman enthusiasm, such childlike confidence in its harmless
ness, or such perfect belief in its Divine and Celestial author
ship and sources, that it is almost hopeless to convince them
that behind it all lurks the ‘ Evil One,’ implacable foes, of the
most supernatural and deific powers, against which the best
motives, virtues, goodness, honesty, love, and piety are avail
less and helpless. If man lets hismind and body become theopen
threshold of ‘ demons ’ and ‘astrals ’ ; be deluded in supposing
them, by their words and works, to be good and holy spirits ;
if he once gives them accet> to his Soul, he is giving himself
to forces (of which he knows nothing) but which are of the
subtlest and most diabolically crafty and deceiving maleficence.
Let such as are allured to cultivate ‘ spirit communion ’
»uepect the most elevated, ennobling and glorious communi
cations, the most honeyed language, the sagest instructions
(Vol. II., pp. 161, 162).
That is enough, and more than enough. It is all ‘ avail
less,’ for we have heard it all before, uw/ac ad naueeam, from
Mr. Raupert, Father Miller, and others on the opposition side,
while any wholesome warning it might convey has been far
more effectively and usefully put by Mr. Stainton Moses in his
excellent and evergreen ‘Spirit Identity’ and ‘Higher Aspects
of Spiritualism.’* Spiritualists have never disguised the dan
ger of unguardedly accepting every irresponsible communica
tion. We do not notice all the touting circulars that come to us
through tho post-office, but we do not therefore condemn the
post-office as a dangerous and maleficent institution. ‘Light
has always strenuously urged, as Mr. Sampson does, that
Spiritualists should press forward to ‘those physical, mental,
psychical and spiritual attainments that condition them for
higher knowledge and experience,’ and learn something of ‘ the
glories and joys that await them on the higher planes,’ but his
spirit and methods are hardly likely to commend themselves
to level-headed thinkers and reverent truth-seekers.
Mr. Sampson’s book bIiows much thought, and illumination
of a certain kind, but it presents a bewildering mixture of
literalism, spirituality, occultism, scriptural interpretation,
forecasting of future perfection on earth, as well as of spiritual
progression and final consummation. The author believes in
cycles of dissolution and re-evolution, both physical and
spiritual, but regards this planet os utterly corrupt, materially,
morally, and spiritually—in fact, to use his favourite word,
‘ abnormal,’and only lobe purged spiritually by the agency
of the * Cross and Serpent ’ and materially by ‘a world-wide
and firmamental conflagration,’ preparatory to a fresh process
of gradual evolution ; in short, by consummations which for
the most part are devoutly not to be wished.
Mr. W. J. Colville will lecture at Liverpool in Daulby
Hall, on Sunday next, the 30th, at 3 and 6.30 p.m., and on
Monday, at 8 p.m. ; also at Nelson on June 1st, at Colne on
June 2nd and 3rd, and Newcastle (Staff.) on June 4th, and
will return to London on June 5th. All letters, die., can still
be addressed 22, Iverna Court, Kensington, London, W.
• Rocontly republished in one volume, ami obtainable at the office
of ‘Liout.’

LONDON

SPIRITUALI8T

ALLIANCE.

On Thursday evening, tho 20th in»t., Miss E. Katharine
Bates addressed a crowded audience of Members and Asso
ciates of the London Spiritualist Alliance in the Salon of the
Koval Society of British Artists, Suffolk strcct, Ball Mall
East. The Address, which was on ‘ Automatic Writing : Its
Use and Abuse,' proved a deeply interesting one. It was
characterised by the speaker's usual shrewd common sense,
keen insight, and level-headed judgment, and was received
with close and appreciative attention. At the close Dr.
Abraham Wallace and Mr. W. T. Stead addressed the meet
ing, and the proceedings closed with a hearty vole of thanks to
Miss Bates. We hope to give a full report of this Address in
early issues of ‘ Light.’
THE HOLY GRAIL.

Extract from an Address on ‘ Spiritual Healing ’ de
livered by Mr. James Macbeth Bun at Oarden City, Letch
worth, on Tuesday, the 11th inst. :—
Wheresoever and whensoever any number of human
souls, incarnate or decarnate, have been drawn together by
the pure desire to communicate a good (being unified in the
Spirit of Love, and having thus become in very fact one soul
in the will of blessing), there arises spontaneously and is
formed out of the manifold elements of their individualised
soul-substances a body of divine service. This is the media
torial body of Christ, the vessel of the service of love, and
it assumes a form that is visible to tho spiritual seer who
sees into the inner realities of the degree of life. It appears
as a chalice, or cup, the symbol of the service of life in all
degrees of manifestation, and its power is to draw unto it
both from above and from beneath, and to transmute the
waters of Psyche flowing therein out of the lower into the
wine of the new life. To the seer, tho inflow of the power
of the higher into its body often takes the appearance of
the descent of the dove ; which is symbolical of the richness
in fruit-bearing of the principles of life thus being com
municated.
According to the law of the attraction of
affinities, out of the higher are drawn the finer individualised
essences, or powers, of the more fully evolved of the body
of Christ-service who can enter the soul of pure love, and
their life is shed within this body as within a cup. And
this is the pouring of the fine substance of the Christ, even
the shedding of His Life ; for it is the Christ-essence and
power. It is both the bread and the wine : the living or
spiritual manna, diffuse, and passing as a fine rain through
the soul that is fed thereon. It is the fine fruit of the true
vine, even the wine of God, ever new and sweet to the soul,
for it gladdens her with the joy of the undying strength ;
and it is the only food to satisfy the human need.
As surely as tho individual souls of this body of service
are so nourished, so surely are the needy ones—incarnate or
decarnate—who never fail to be drawn into such a service by
the love generated in the mediatorial body. And as surely
as the souls of the mediatorial body drink of the wine of life,
so surely do these thirsty and weary onei drink of the cup of
blessing, and to them it is the very wine of life ; for the
chalico being formed of the manifold elements of all souls
present, is a whole vessel, a unified body of human power,
perfect in its channelhood, in which the lowliest soul will find
a common substance and through which it may therefore
come unto the feast. Herein is found the raieon d'tire of all
such gatherings in fellowship : for our needy brother or sister
who sits by us becomes a partaker of the common good and
is blessed and healed in body or soul.
Now this is the mystery of the Holy Grail, and to those
who so seo and understand, there is no further mystery nor any
need of the service of the symbols in the material degree.
But it is only the Galahad, even the sinless or immortal Christ
of the new or clean soul, who sees the hidden truth of the
mystery, and until we have become clean in our innermost
and our outermost it will abide unto us a mystery.
TO CORRESPONDENTS.

A. B. Weymouth.—The ‘real name’ of ‘Imperator’ is
known, but it has not been published in ‘Light.’
Several Correspondents have our thanks for newspajier
cuttings. Even if we are unable to make use of them
such cuttings are always welcome—they help to keep us
informed and up-to-date.

262

LIGHT

PSYCHIC PHENOMENA IN A

HOSPICE.

Some curious after death manifestations are reported in
‘ L'Echo du Merveilleux ’ by the Abbó Clavó, the parish priest
of a small town in France. On December Gth, 1901, a Sister
of the Order of St. Vincent de Paul, named Josephine, died
in the hospice there, at which she had been acting as nurse ;
on the day of the funeral, while the priest was speaking to the
Superior of the hospice, the nurse who had taken Sister Jose
phine’s place came in, greatly alarmed, saying that while at
the foot of the staircase leading to the room occupied by the
deceased, she had more than once beard three distinct raps,
apiNircntly coming from that room ; there was no one in that
part of the building who could have caused the noises.
The Bame evening a lame inmate was going across a dark
garden to his room, when he felt someone brush against him
in passing. On reaching the passage leading to his room he
felt his muscles stiffen and his hands could no longer move his
crutches. * I thought I was going to faint,’ he said afterwards.
Then he felt the contact of a warm hand and heard a voice,
which he recognised as that of Sister Josephine, saying : ‘Pray
for the suffering souls in Purgatory 1 ’
On the following Sunday the lame man related what had
occurred to the curate who was his confessor. The curate
laughed at him, but on returning home after service he found
on the desk in his own room a piece of paper on which were
written the same words which the lame man bad heard :
‘ Pray for the Buffering souls in Purgatory.’ The paper was
a sheet on which, years before, he had written some historical
notes, and it had been removed from among others ; the hand
writing was recognised by the other Sisters as that of the
deceased Josephine.

WILL, THOUGHT, AND FEELING.
The instruction received by a Danish gentleman, through
automatic writing, from a mystic living in Germany, as men
tioned on p. 160 of ‘ Light,’ is again referred to in * Sandhedsnogeren.’in which the same correspondent, in reply to an inquiry
as to the name of his mysterious instructor, says that the latter
has not communicated his name, but has only said: 1 In
reality, I am well known to you.’ Further details incidentally
given by this mystic communicator show that he is a member
of the Theosophical Society in Berlin, that he is a recognised
teacher of occultism, and that he frequently travels, and even
goes to foreign countries, for the purpose of lecturing. More
over, he shows an intimate comprehension of the writings of
Dr. Rudolf Steiner, and when questioned as to the meaning
of a reference, in one of Dr. Steiner’s works, to the loosing of
the connection between will, thought, and feeling, he replied
by automatic writing :—
I must first explain what thought, feeling, and will are.
Thought, in its occult significance, is the faculty of being able
to become so absorbed inwardly that one can penetrate com
pletely into the inner world and only see and hear with the
inward senses. Will and feeling are likewise related to the
interior thought world and to the spiritual senses. These
three faculties can be trained to as high a pitch as the pupil’s
spiritual development will permit without injury to his mind
and brain. When you correspond with me in this manner it
is because your thoughts are not under your own control ; the
connection between thought and will is relaxed, and it is
because you submit to my control that I am able to give you
this explanation. The same with feeling : you may be led to
do something which is not in accordance with your own feel
ings, but you are impelled to do it because the connection
between thought and will is dissolved.

The following paragraph from the ‘San Diego Indopendent’
shows how New Thought is taught on the Pacific Coast. The
language is racy and picturesque American slang, but the
lesson conveyed is sound and good : * Habit young, is weak,
timid, hesitating. You can box its oars and put it to bed
supperless ; or if you prefer you can put it on the Skidoo
Express with a ticket to nowhere. Let that samo habit grow
and it will become strong, dictatorial, and may box your
ears and put you supperless to bed, and also put you on the
Twenty-three with no return trip ticket. Cultivate only the
habits that you are willing should master you.’

[May 29, 1909.
•PRAY WITHOUT CEASING.’

To ‘ pray without ceasing’ would be an impossibility were
prayer a difficult thing ; in its simplicity lies its difficulty and
its strength. After childhood is past, absolute simplicity
becomes rare ; it is very true that ‘ except ye become as little
children ye cannot enter the Kingdom of Heaven.’ God is
Spirit, in you and through you : above you and around you
is God.
Prayer, like love and joy, is a force, and when you ask with
sincerity for what you require, there goes out from you that
which draws to itself the answer to your prayer ; if you fail
to get an answer to prayer, the fault lies with you, not with
God. People have not all got this inward power developed
to the same extent, hence the many conflicting accounts as to
the efficacy of prayer. God hears the heathen who prays to
the sun just as readily as He hears you or me, if so be the
heathen has in his inmost heart that Divine thing which,
coming out from God, goes back to Him. Oh ! if only it were
possible to realise the extraordinary oneness of the whole
universe and how all things are working together for good,
our whole lives would be one continual prayer.
If you are anxious to receive a direct answer to prayer,
try and make your request to the invisible Power you invoke,
exactly, and with the same sincerity, as you ask your nearest
and dearest here in the flesh, for what you need. In some
cases the answer will come almost immediately (I speak from
personal experience), at other times the answer will be delayed,
and when it comes it may be in a form you do not expect.
You must bear in mind that on the other side time does not
count as it does here ; then, possibly, you may ask for some
thing that would be harmful to you, but, unless you are ex
ceedingly unwise, you will leave the decision of what is good
for you in God Almighty’s hands—though even in this you
must be careful not to be too submissive, for if you are your
prayer will fail in strength—be trustful and demand as your
right what is good for you, and do not get morbid. Prayer
and the answer to prayer are scientific facts. Jesus
has said the truest and most wonderful things that have ever
been said about prayer. He knew, all those hundreds of years
ago, what we are only to-day beginning to understand scien
tifically. It was because of its simplicity and of its sincerity
that the prayer of the publican was heard, and through all
the ages to come, because it rings true, it will teach its won
derful lesson and raise many a broken spirit to God.
M. S.

JOTTINGS.
Spiritualism proclaims the gospel of use : it does not en
courage the idea that it is virtuous to practise self-denial
merely for the sake of Belf-denial, or from cowardice. Non
use, like excessive use, of any organ or power is unwise and
unhealthy, since there is a natural sphere for the right em
ployment of all our functions and faculties. As ‘ The Swas
tika ’ says: 1 Why not derive what pleasure is healthy and
inspiring, even from the physical senses 1 The physical senses
are not evil or wicked or undesirable, as so many metaphysical
schools seem to imagine. The body is not the enemy of the
soul, but the vehicle of the soul. All that contributes to the
happiness and the pleasure of the soul is desirable.'

Referring to the Law of Karma ‘ The Swastika ’ says:
* The experiences of life are lessons which teach us the divinity
of all things ; the equality of all beings ; the value of service
and the joyousness of life when lived in the larger, broader,
saner way. As soon as we have learned our lesson, whatever
it may be, we are free to go on to the higher lessons. Tho
matter of time is only a finite idea—a concept of tho mind
and can, therefore, have no relation to tho matter of “ Karma,”
which is the name wo use to testify to the fact that one has
not learned all the lessons which expcrienco has to teach us.
This particular losson one may loam in a flash of illumination
and another may plod through his earth existence with his
losson still unlearned.’
Mrs. Besant, who is now in London, was tho subject of a
brief character sketch in1M. A. P.,’ the writer of which says; ‘As
becomes a follower of Eastern thought, Mrs. Besant is a rigid
liver of the “ simple life.” She is a strict vegetarian, and her
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sole recreation is riding. A quiet, stately woman, with the
face of a dreamer and a student, she would be noticeable
anywhere, and not the least interesting part about her is her
voice, which she uses to such advantage in her public lectures.
But while she believes in simplicity of living, Mrs. Besant has
almost a passion for the beauties of Nature and of art. AU
the stress of her varied life has not deprived her of her
optimism, and now, at a time when many women are thinking
of bath-chairs and perpetual doctors’ bills, she is taking up
her work in this country with an added zest and a love
which nothing can modify.’
Tho following ‘Child Story’ from ‘ M. A. P.' is in line with
the incident of the child and the magistrate which we gave in
‘Jottings’ last week. 1 The sermons on eternal punishment,
that we sometimes hear from the modern pulpit, often give
children a strange idea about the Deity, whose very being is
love. A friend of mine told me the other day of a little girl
who on a certain Monday accompanied her mother into the
kitchen regions while the housekeeping orders were being
given. Presently the mother noticed the child bending over a
distant part of the kitchen floor. “ What are you doing,
darling 1 ’’ she asked. “ I am making a hole—just a little one
in the floor with this skewer.” “ A hole in the floor,” said
her mother aghast, “but whatever fori” “Well, you see,” said
the child confidently, “you ’member what Mr. Norton said in
church yesterday about all the wickedest people burning and
burning for ever and ever right down in hell. Well, I am
going to make a little hole and pour some nice cold water in,
just to cool them and keep them from bein’ too ’firsty 1 ” ’
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TESTIMONIES.

I have had facts and statements, and have verified them
too, from spirits who have left this earth hundreds, in some
cases many hundreds, of years.—(‘ M.A., Oxon.’)
For me the problem is solved, the truth is established, and
I am glad to have this opportunity of testifying publicly to all
the world that, so far as I am concerned, doubt on this
subject is henceforth impossible.—W. T. Stead.
My friend, Professor Newbold, has said : ‘Scientific men
cannot say much longer that there is no future life ; I have
said it, but shall say it no longer. I know now there is evi
dence of a future life, for I have seen it.’—Rev. Heber
Newton.
I am in possession of a respectable body of facts that I do
not know how to explain, except on the theory that I am
dealing with some invisible intelligence I hold that as the
only tenable theory I am acquainted with.—Rev. Minot J.
Savage.
I have been most careful to believe nothing until unbelief
became impossible ; I firmly believe from the facts I have
alluded to that we are not our bodies, that when we die
we exist just as much as before, and that under certain con
ditions we are able to hold communication with those
on earth.—Cromwell Varley, F.R.S.
That our beloved ones are not really separated from us, but
merely visibly and perceptibly so, is what the Queen most
strongly feels, and, indeed, without which she would be unable
to struggle on as she does. The certain belief that her be
loved one is near her, watching over her, is her great comfort
in her overwhelming affliction—an affliction which no words
can convey, as the sun of her life has gone down.—Queen
Victoria, from a private letter quoted by Archdeacon Wil
der force.
The power producing the phenomena was not merely a
blind force, but was associated with and governed by intelli
gence, sometimes below that of the medium ; frequently in
direct opposition to tbe wishes of the medium, and sometimes
of such a character as to lead to the belief that it does not
emanate from any person present. . . I have observed
some circumstances which seem conclusively to point to the
agency of an outside intelligence not belonging to any human
being in the room.—Sir William Crookes.
I was a confirmed philosophical sceptic. I was so thorough
and confirmed a materialist, that I could not find a place in
my mind for the conception of spiritual existence, or for any
other agencies in the universe than matter and force. But the
facte heat me. They compelled me to accept them as facts long
before I could accept the spiritual explanation of them; there
was at that time no place in my fabric of thought into which it
could be fitted. By slow degrees a place waslmade, but it was
made, not by any preconceived or theoretical opinions, but by
tbe continuous action of fact after fact which could not be
got rid of in any other way.—Dr. A. R. Wallace, O.M.

We find the late Edmund Ourney and the late Richard
Hodgson and the late F. W. H. Myers, with some other less
known names, constantly purporting to communicate with us
with the express purpose of patiently proving their identity,
and giving us cross-correspondence between different mediums.
We also find them answering specific questions in a manner
characteristic of their known personalities, and giving
evidence of knowledge appropriate to them. Not easily
or early do we make this admission. In spite of long con
versations with what purport to be the surviving intelligences
of these friends and investigators, we were by no means con
vinced of their identity by mere general conversation, even
when of a friendly and intimate character such as, in normal
cases, would be considered amply and overwhelmingly
sufficient for the identification of friends speaking, let us say,
through a telephone or a typewriter. We required definite
and crucial proof, a proof difficult even to imagine, as well as
difficult to supply.—Sir Oliver Lodge, F.R.S., D.Sc., LL.B.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.
The Editor ie not responsible for the opinions expressed by
correspondents, and sometimes publishes what he does not
agree with for the purpose of presenting views which may
elicit discussion.
______
Dream Faces.

Sir,—Perhaps my experience may be of use to the writers
of the interesting letters in ‘ Light’ of May 8th and 22nd.
For many years, when in bed with my eyes open or closed, I
was in the habit of seeing faces, spirit lights, and occasionally,
fully materialised faces, or hands. They ceased to appear two
or three years ago, with the exception of the spirit of a
soldierly looking Indian who marches through my bedroom,
and looks at me in a friendly fashion, about once every three or
four months.
Why these phenomena ceased I do not know, and very
likely my spirit friends do not know either.
With regard to the dream phenomenon of going about
naked and yet unnoticed, it must be remembered that the
temporary withdrawal of the spirit body from this earth
during sleep is a well-established fact, and it is one which
I experience nightly. The spirit floats to other places, but
being a discarnate spirit, is not seen by incarnate spirits. For
example, last night I dreamt that my spirit was out of the
body as usual and that I wandered to a foreign seaside town,
and that, dressed in a pair of drawers only, I walked along
the sea front which was crowded with people, who did not
take the slightest notice of my remarkable costume. All these
phenomena deserve most careful study.—Yours, <fcc.,
B. A. Cochrane.
15, Upper Porchester-street,
Hyde Park, W.
Spirit Photography: A Proposition.

Sir,—Mr. Wyllie, of Los Angeles, California, U.S.A, is
represented to be a reliable spirit photographer. Mr. A. K.
Venning, your esteemed correspondent, has thrown out the
suggestion that a combined effort be made to get Mr. Wyllie
here. Mr. Wyllie lost all that he had in the terrible earth
quake in San Francisco, and this, combined with the fact that,
as a medium, or as one practising as a medium, he has to pay
the State License of £25 per month, makes it difficult for him
to pursue his calling in California, that is, if he poses and
practises as a medium. Handicapped in this way, Mr. Wyllie
is willing to come to England, and commence practice here.
It is a matter of business and a matter of arrangement. I
venture to suggest that Mr. A. K. Venning’s idea be carried
out by a few Spiritualists subscribing £50 to bring Mr. Wyllie
over. Those who subscribe could either do so, as to a
guarantee fund, to be repaid, or they could take the value of
their subscriptions in sittings. Dr. Funk is the only notable
American I know of who has testified to Mr. Wyllie’s abilities
as a medium, but Mr. Venning's statements will be regarded as
satisfactory to most of us.
So far, there has been a good deal of talk in the news
papers, but nothing of a practical character has been done.
To bring matters to a definite issue, I am willing to act as
treasurer in this matter, and to get Mr. Wyllie to come to this
country. I should propose to bring him to Scotland first,
where Mrs. Coates will offer him a furnished house for, say,
two or three months, and I will undertake that he is supplied
with a studio where, for a time, the experiments can be carried
out. After leaving Scotland, he could take up his abode in
London or any convenient provincial town or city. I would
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subscribe, say, a fiftieth or a twenty-fifth of the sum required,
and I may say I have already been promised subscriptions by
a few to whom the matter has been mentioned.—Yours, <tc.,
James Coates.
Glenbeg House,
Rothesay, N.B.
The Joy of Service.

Sir,—The world is fast approaching the condition in which
it will be ready to accept and act upon the advanced teaching
that life should be used, if we desire to make the best use of
it, in service to others.
Anyone who has practised this virtue and realised the
charm, the sense of inward approbation and glow of spiritual
satisfaction, the conceit or pride if you like to call it so, of
feeling one’s self raised so much above the level of the great
bulk of one’s fellow-creatures immersed in worldly pursuits,
will welcome opportunities, however trifling, of being of
service to others, and will never again stoop to do a mean,
selfish action.
What a step in advance the world would make if the
majority of people practised this principle, and what joy there
would be among the angels of the celestial spheres in watching
their cultivation bear such fruitage I—Yours, <kc.,
A. K. Venning.
Lob Angeles, Cal., U.S.A.

Direct Spirit Writing.
Sin,—I have the privilege of being a member of an
entirely private circle which has sat regularly week by week
for the last ten years. No money has, during all those years,
ever been taken by the organisers, although there are certain
expenses to which they are put by holding these meetings.
We are all genuine and disinterested investigators of
the occult, and at times are the recipients of some
wonderful and convincing phenomena—phenomena which
to the ignorant and uninitiated may appear trivial, but
to those who possess knowledge of the subject they convey
indisputable evidence of the continuity of life of our friends
who ‘have crossed the bar,’ and of the interest they take in us
and in all that concerns us.
It is the practice at our circle for each one to sign a post
card and to place it on a small table around which we sit.
The lights are then turned out, and the stance opened with
singing and prayer. When requested by raps we light up, and
examine the postcards on which messages of a private, and
sometimes of a public, nature are often found to have been
written. With regard to the other phenomena we are privi
leged to witness I will not here say anything beyond that
they are of a nature to carry conviction even to the most
sceptical.—Yours, <fcc.,
Colonel.
NEW PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED.
* Antichrist and the Man of Sin.’ By Wm. N. Stedman.
England, 1909.
‘Resurrectio Christi.’ Began Paul, Trench, Trtibner <fc Co.
Price 3s. 6d. net.
‘ Is Death the End ? or, Conscious Personality after Death.’
By A Well-known Writer. Francis Griffiths, 34,
Maiden-lane, Strand, W.C. Price 3s. net.
Monthly Magazines.—‘Journal of the American S.P.Il.’
(50 cents), * The Nautilus ’ (10 cents), ‘Reason’ (10 cents),
‘ The International’ (Is.), ‘Hindu Spiritual Magaz.ine’(18.),
‘Voice of Freedom’ (15 cents), ‘Review of Reviews’ (6d.),
‘ Theosophist ’ (Is.), ‘Swastika’ (10 cents), ‘British
Health Review ’ (3d.).

Useful Food Preparations.—We have received from
the Pitman Health Food Co., Birmingham, samples of their
‘Vegsal’ soups, desiccated and concentrated. The contents
of a two-ounce tin form a pint of excellent vegetable soup, or
potage, by merely sprinkling the dry powder into water and
bringing to a boil, with occasional stirring. When it boils it
is ready to serve ; the makers have wisely avoided the ubb of
condiments, preparations of this nature being often too highly
flavoured ; but each consumer can add seasoning according to
taste. This soup is made in twelve varieties, including
asparagus, haricot, celery, pea, lentil, mushroom, nut, <fcc.,
suitable for both summer and winter, and it can be used for
a variety of other purposes, Buch as gravies, stews, and sauces ;
while for invalid diet the ‘Nuto Cream’ will be found both
nutritious and ap]>etiBing. These Boups contain a substantial
amount of nutriment in Buch a form as to be readily prepared
and easily assimilated.
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SOCIETY WORK.
-------Notices of future events which do not exceed twenty-five words
may be added to reports if accompanied by six penny
etamps, but all such notices which exceed twenty-five
words must be inserted in our advertising columns.
Liverpool.—Daulby Hall.—On Sunday last Mr. W. J.
Colville addressed large audiences, also on Saturday evening,
the 22nd. He will be the speaker on Sunday next, at 3 and
6.30 p.m., and on Monday, the 31st, at 8 p.m.
Clapiiam.—Richmond-place, New-road, Wandsworthroad, S.W.—On Sunday last Mr. Abbott gave an address on
‘Change and Decay.’ Sunday next, at 11 a.m., circle ; at
6.45 p.m., Mrs. Wood, address and psychometry.—C. C.
Brixton.—8, May all-road.—On Sunday last Mr.
Percy Smyth spoke on ‘ The World’s Indifference.’ MisB Payn
rendered a solo. Sunday next, at 3 p.m., Lyceum ; at 7 p.m.,
Miss Blanche Maries, address. Thursday, 8.15, public circle.
Battersea Park-road.—Henley-street.—On Sunday
last Mrs. Roberts gave an instructive address on ‘ What is
Spiritualism 1 ’ and clairvoyant descriptions. Sunday next,
at 11 a.m., circle ; 3 p.m., Lyceum ; 7 p.m., Mr. Stebbens.
Thursday, 8.15 p.m., public circle.—A. S.
Fulham.—Colvey Hall, 25, Fernhurst-road, Munster-road, S.W.—On Sunday last Mr. Spurgeon Medhurst
gave a splendid address on ‘ Christ versus Christianity,’ and
replied to questions. Sunday next, at 7 p.m., Mr. Walker.
No meeting on Wednesday, June 2nd.—W. S.
Acton and Ealing.—21, Uxbridge-road, Ealing, W.—
On Sunday last Miss Blanche Maries delivered an inspiring
address on ‘ The Right of Reason, and the Reason of Right.’
Sunday next, at 7 p,m., Mrs. A. Webb, address and clairvoyant
descriptions. June 6th, Mr. II. Abbott.—S. R.
Brighton.—Manch ester-street (opposite Aquarium).—
On Sunday last Mr. Kelland gave good addresses, and Mrs.
French, clairvoyant descriptions.
Sunday next, at 11.15
a.m. and 7 p.m., also on Monday at 8 p.m., Mr. P. R. Street,
of Reading.—A. C.
Hackney.—Sigdon-road School, Dalston-lane, N.E.—
On Sunday last Mrs. Effie Bathe gave a good address on
‘ Colour and Form Produced by Thought Vibration,’ illus
trated by original paintings, and answered questions. Sunday
next, at 7 p.m., Mr. and Mrs. Roberts, of Leyton.—N. R.
Spiritual Mission : 22, Prince's-street, Oxford-street, IF.
—On Sunday evening last Mr. Frederic Fletcher replied to
questions. Sunday next, see advt.—67, George-street, Baker
street, IF.—On Sunday morning last Mr. Frederic Fletcher
gave an address on ‘ Harmony ’ and ably answered questions.
Sunday next, see advt.
Stratford.—Workmen’s Hall, Romford-road, E.—On
Sunday last Mr. Macbeth Bain’s deeply interesting address on
‘ The Service of the Mediatorial Body,’ and the singing and
’cello solos by friends of the lecturer were highly appreciated.
Sunday next, Rev. C. S. Medhurst on ‘ Christ versus Chris
tianity.’—W. H. S.
Shepherd’s Bush.—73, Becklow-road, Askew-road, W.
—On Sunday morning last several mediums spoke. In the
evening Mr. Keyworth gave an address. Sunday next, at
11 a.m., public circle ; at 6.45 p.m., Mrs. Ord. Thursday,
7.45, Mrs. Atkins. Wednesdays and Fridays, 8, members’
circles.—J. J. L.
Manor Park.—Shrewsbury and Strone-roads, E.—
On Sunday last Mr. Brooks spoke on * Life’s Beginnings,’ and
Mr. J. G. Nicholson on ‘The Great Stronghold.’ Mrs. Jamrach gave clairvoyant descriptions. Sunday next, at 11a.m.,
Mr. H. J. Abel; at 7 p.m., Mrs. E. M. Walter, on ‘ Religious
Symbolical Teachings,’ illustrated.—J. B.
Peckham.—Lausanne Hall.—On Sunday morning last
Mr. Rudolph conducted a circle : in the evening Mr. D. J.
Davis gave a fine address on ‘ Spirit Messages ’ and answered
questions. On the 20th Miss Maries spoke. Sunday next,
at 11.30 a.m., Mr. Rudolph, circle ; at 7 p.m., Mrs. Gordon.
Thursday, 8, Mr. H. Leaf, clairvoyant. Sunday, June 6th,
Mrs. Effie Bathe.-C. J. W.
Cavendish Rooms, 51, Mortimer-street, W.—On Sun
day last Mr. W. J. Leeder spoke in explanation of ‘ Spiritual
Gifts’ and gave successful clairvoyant descriptions, nearly all
recognised. Miss Simons rendered a solo. On Friday, the
21st, at Percy Hall, Miss McCreadie gave clairvoyant descrip
tions, including good tests of identity, and comforting and
convincing messages. Sunday next, see advt.—I). N.

Southend-on-Sea.—Seance Hall, Broadway.—On Sun
day last Mr. W. Rundle gave an interesting address on ‘ Life
after Death,’ recognised clairvoyant descriptions, and spirit
messages.—A. 1),

