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NOTES BY THE WAY,

Spiritualists arc inevitably repelled by all sorts of
physical impurity, especially when offered as means to
health, Tho path to health is, in their view, the path
of purity, and they, in all things, believe in salvation by
‘sweetness and light.” Hence they will be interested in
one of the latest developments of the theory and practice
of salvation by filth.

Dr. Nathan Row, writing in ‘The British Medical
Journal,’ tells us that he is ‘ engaged in collecting the blood
of animals killed for tuberculosis,’ the serum of which he
proposes to use—for what purpose, does the reader think?
—~'to use in vaccinating children whose parents have died
of Phthisis, with a view of protecting them from Phthisis.’
How is he to grab the poor little orphan? and, when he
bas got him or her, how does be know what he will convey
into its veins with the serum of the blood of the tuber-
culosis-infected beast 1

It may be necessary to watch Guardians of the poor
and other authorities on this matter. Perhaps it may be
necossary to stop by law this unclean and dangerous
trafficking with the blood of diseased beasts. But the best
of all protectives against this pernicions and unholy
uncleanness is the atmosphere in which the true Spirit-
ualist lives and moves and has his being. e could never
“touch the unclean thing.’

The Daily Express’ reports at some length a caso of
burying alive, for five days, a hypnotised woman. We do
not see what is to be gained by such experiments: and, in
any ense, there must bo in them an clement of danger
which removes them from tho arca of things desirable.
Risks, of course, ought to be taken when an obvious good
is to be secured, by the opening of doors to knowledge
which can promise beneficent results : but we see nothing
of the kind in these fakir-like shows.

Tho only suggestion of utility that occurs to us is the
mther painful one—that tho plea for more strictly deter-
mining the fact of death boforo burial is strengthened.

By the way, that reminds us of a Report of the Medical
Officer of Health for Leicester which has been some little
time on onr table. In this Report, apropos of the demand
for special eare in giving cortificates of death before
orcmation, sorious reference is made to the exceedingly
looso certification of death for burials. The gravity of tho
Medical Officer’s romarks can hardly be over-rated. He
anys :—

The present system, under which medical men give certifi-
eates of desth which are not certificates of the fact of death,

but merely of tho cause of death, is eminently unsatisfactory.
Probably many people are unswars that doctors are under no
obligation even to inspect the body hefore signing the death
certificate, and usually do not do 8o unless they happen to be
present at the time of death. What happens is that the friends
come and inform the doctor that the patient has died, and ask
for the certificate, which the doctor thereupon gives them.

The certificate is in the following form :—

‘Mevical Cermiricate or tHE Cavse o Deatn,

+1 hereby certify that I attonded John Jones during his
last illness ; that such person's sge was stated to be ticenty-
one years; that 1 last saw him alive on the I1th day of
January, 1905 ; that he died, as J am informed, on the 12th
day of January, 1905, at 7, Blank-street, Leicester, and
that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, the cause of
his death was ss hereunder written.' (Then follows the
cause of death and the eignature of the medical map.)

It sometimes happens, especislly in the case of chronic
disease, that the medical attendant has mot seen the deceased
for some days or even weeks prior to desth, but he is still
competent to sign the death certificate.

It is stated that this dangerous looseness is simply the
result of the absence of a fee. It is almost incredible, but
the Leicester Officer is quite frank and clear about it,
and says:—

The explanation of this very loose and unsatisfactory state
of things, which medical men themselves recognise a3 clearly as
anyone, is that the obligation of giving a certificate of the cause
of death has been laid upon them, but without any fee or
remuneration. The duty of certifying as to the facl of death
has not been laid upon them, sud unless provision be made for
paying them for the extra work which this would involve, it is
unreasonable to expect that medical men should be called upon
to carry it out. ln country districts, where the medical man
lives at a distance from the patient, the time involved in visit-
ing to examine the body after death would be considerable.

The following, from one of Dr. Peebles’ late Addresses,
once more raises the always pressing subject of tying tests.
Do they help or hinder §  Are they ever completely satis-
factory? Would it not be better to leave the medium
comfortable and free, and depend for evidence upon what
comes rather than upon what confidenco can be placed in
the tying ! \We aro at present only at tho experimental
stage, and we must keep open house for any and every
suggestion.

Any way, here is what Dr, Peebles said:—

Going to an art gallery for a photograph, do you fix the
conditions, the poise, the shadings, and insist that it bo
developed in the light Lefore your eyes as one of the condi-
tions1 If so, you would be taken for an imbecile, And yot
you—many of you—go toa séance for messages and you decide
—insist upon the conditions of a wire or wooden cabinet, the
sensitive strapped or tied, the feet in sacks, flour in the hands,
a cord around the neck, and a netting thrown over the whole
toggling machinery—and then you ask the angels to come and
givo you loving messages! What consummate arrogance in
anyone to doggedly determine the coanditions for spiritual
manifestations ! What do you know of angelic conditions and
methoda? What do you know of ether, the auras, the figer
constituents and electro elements of the spiritual world ¥ What
do you know, O mortals, of those laws and ethereal forces that
the angelic employ in their manifestations and holy ministries ?
Your test methods of chainiog or tying theso sensitive instru-
ments to the verge of pain and physical slavery, give just the
conditions for the entrance of the lower haunting intelligonces,
of Andrew Jackson Davis' diakka, that delight to infest,
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deceive and play their tricks. Down on this trifiing with
matters so serious, so sacred, as immortality, and up with
sincerity, conscientiousness, aspiration and a religious en-
thusiasm for the good and true !

On the other side it may be urged that when such an
experiment as Dr. Peebles describes and denounces is
conducted, the object is not to get the angels to come and
give loving messages,’ but to get results, if possible, under
strict test conditions for scientific purposes. The real
question is whether these test conditions are wise, and
whether they are likely to yield the best results. It isan
open question.

*The Sunflower’ (U. S.) prints a ‘prophecy’ by the well-
known philosophical Spiritualist, J. C. F. Grumbine, who
tells us that he is not given to prophecy, and sends out the
present message only in obedience to ‘what the unseen
intelligences dictate.’

We are sorry to say that the prophecy for America is a
very black one. In three months, business will flag, and
later on there will be a financial crash. President Roose-
velt will probably be forced to become a candidate
for re-election :—

A black hand arises in the South West and appears with
fingers and palm in the act of grasping, and exteuds over the
White House. This has reference to anarchy, and it springs
up suddenly, asserting its strong hand in the House of Repre-
sentatives. Wait | This seems impossible but it is so, and the
chairs of the House are seen in disorder and the men are com-
bating each other. Such a riotous scene has not appeared in
such a judicial place for many years.

Banks fail and large trust companies are forced to go out of
business. There are riots in Chicago, St. Louis, Kansas City.
The dread of a revolution throws business into a panic and
stocks tremble, industrials suffer a loss of from 25 to 50 per
cent. Automobilists are held up by the infuriated populace,
who throng the streets, because idle, as large factories, once

flourishing, close their doors. This condition goes on for five
long years without abatement. A brother’s hand is raised
against a brother's, and still the end is not shown.

Let us hope that all this is but * the baseless fabric of a
vision” We record it as a curiosity, and because we shall
soon be able to test its truth.

* The Christian Commonwealth’ is publishing a series
cf communications from clergymen and ministers on their
ideals for the coming winter's work. A recent number
contained communications from Prebendary Webb-Peploe,
Canon Hay Aitken, the Vicar of Brixton and Rev. J. Page
Hopps, who says:—

There are s0 many needs and so many calls to service that
it is difficult to single out this or that and say, ¢ This is what I
put first or highest’ ; but I am increasingly feeling the poverty
of most of our creed differences and the folly of many of our
ceremonial observances, and I look with distress upon the
indifference and the drifting past of the mighty multitude. I
sometimes think that in a few years the men of the Church
will stand practically alone and sigh, *Is it nothing to you, all
ye that pass by 1’ Perhaps we are only paying for our folly,
and perhaps slowly learning to be loving rather than specula-
tive, and buman rather than priestly. We may again interest
the great, strenuous throng in the reslities of the spirit, 1
hope so.

The great Masters in Israel must bear with us if we
smile. Some of our readers will remember the displayed
paragraphs in a late number of ¢ The Daily News,” headed

in arresting letters,
*Tne UNukeLy.'

MOW BCIENTIBTE ARE OFTEN INSPIRED BY TRIFLES,

DIBCOVERY OF NEOTON,

How suggestive! Here is the opening Paragraph of
the Report :—

To a crowded audience at Burlington House last night, Sir
William Rameay discoursed on tho advantages of investigating
the Unlikely.
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) It sounds new, but it is not. The history of Man is th,
history of the discovery of the Unlikely. How modest j
ought to make us! how patient ! how recoptive! hoy
enamoured of ‘a mind to let’! The Christs are alway,
being born in the mangers, and God is always using the
foolish things of the world to confound the wise.

And so they have discovered another gas, have they
Wonderful !

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LTD.

A meeting of the Members and Associates of the Alliane
will be held at the SaLoxN oF THE RovaL Sociery or Bertsy
ARTISTS, SUFFOLK-STREET, PALL Mavr East (near the National
Gallery), on

THURSDAY EVENING NEXT, NOVEMBER 22xp,

When AN ApDRrEss will be given
) BY THE

REV. JOHN OATES,
ON

‘Tennyson, the Man, and his Message in Relation to
Evolution, the Divine Immanence, and a Future Life

The doors will be opened at 7 o'clock, and the Address will be
commenced punctually at 7.30,

Admission by ticket only. Two tickets are sent to each
Member, and one to each Associate, but both Members and
Associates can have additional tickets for the use of friends
on payment of 1s. each. Applications for extra tickets,
accompanied by remittance, should be addressed to Mr. E,
W. Wallis, Secretary to the London Spiritualist Alliance,
110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C.

6.—Mi1ss McCreapie, Mrs. FaircrouvgE Suimg,
¢ CLAIRIBELLE,’ MR. RoNALD BRATLEY, MR. J. J. Vaxeo,
and MR. ALreep V. PETERS will give brief narratives of
their most poteworthy Mediumistic Experiences. At
7 p.m. for 7.30.
Dec. 20. —Mus. Pace Horps, on ‘ Cross Currents in Passive
Writing.” At 7 p.m. for 7.30.
[Particulars of subsequent meetings will be given in

due course.]

Dec.

MEETINGS AT 110, ST. MARTIN'S-LANE, W.C,
For THE STUDY OF PsYCHICAL PHENOMENA,

Crairvovance.—On Tuesday mezt, the 20th ivst., Mr.
J. J. Vapgo will give illustrations of clairvoyance at 3 p.m.,
and no one will be admitted after that hour. Fee Is. each
to Members and Associates ; for friends introduced by them,
2s. each.

Trance ApDREss.—On Wednesday next, the 2lst inst.,
Mr. E. W. Wallis will deliver an Address on *‘The Death
Change,” at 6 p.m., to Members and Associates—no tickets
required.

Psvca1o CULTURE.—Mr. Frederic Thurstan, M. A., will kindly
conduct a class for Members and Associates for psychic culture
and home development of mediumship, on the afternoon of
Thursday nezt, the 22ad inst., at 4.30 p.m. There is no fee or
subscription.

TaLks wiTH A SPIRIT CoNTROL.—On Friday next, the 23rd
inst., at 3 p.m., Mrs. M. H. Wallis, under spirit control, will
reply to questions from the audience relating to Spiritualism,
mediumship, life here and on ¢ the other side.’” This meeting
i8 free to Members and Associates, who may introduce non-
members on payment of 1s. each. Visitors should be prepared
with written questions of general interest to submit to the
control.

Di1agnosis or Diseases.—Mr, George Spriggs will kindly
place his valuable services in the diagnosis of diseascs at the dis-
posal of the Council, on Thursday, the 29th inat., between
the hours of 1 and 3. Members, Associates, and friends who
are out of health, and who desire to avail themselves of Mr.
Sprigge’'s offer, should notify their wish in writing to the
secrotary of the Alliance, Mr. E. W. Wallis, not later than

the previous Monday, stating the time when they can attend,
8o that an appointment can be arranged. As Mr. 8prigga
€aD 8ee no more than eight persons on each occasion, arrange-
ments must in all cases be made beforehand. No fee is charged,
but Mr. Spriggs suggoeste that every consultant should make a
coutribution of at least 6s. to the funde of the Alliance,



November 17, 1808.)

STRANGE PREMONITIONS OF DEATH.

The late Rev. Septimus Hansard, Rector of Bethnal Green,
once related to mo the following experience. e said :—

‘Tl toll you now what I once experionced. I once spent
my holidays with a number of brother clergymen on the Swiss
Alps.  We all stayed at the same hotel. It was our practice
to go out every morning together and walk leisurely along the
mountain road leading from the hotel. One or other of the
party would each morning leave the others, walk at a quick
pace to a little post office which was some distance up a side
road, get the letters, and come back to meet or wait for his
companions. No sooner had one companion started on
ahead one morping than I had a vision. 1 saw my brother, an
adult, whom I had left at home well, lying on his bed dead.
I saw even the very coverlet of the bed, I at once told my
companions and they said, ‘“ Nonsense, nonsense, Hansard ;
you have beon thioking of him.” I toldthem I had not. The
icident passed, and wo walked on till we reached our
companion who was waiting with the letters. He began to
distribute them. ¢ Here's one for you ; ono for you ; so many
for you,” till he came to the very last, which was in a black-
edged envelope ; and ‘* here's one for you, Hansard,"” he said ;
and when 1 opened it I found an announcement of the death
of my brother.’

Spiritualists call this, I believe, clairvoyance ; but whatever
it is, one can scarcely believe it was a coincidence, or that it
was & benevolent warning of his own mind to prevent the
mental and physical shock the receipt of such sudden and
unexpected news by letter would give. Even if it were a
benevolent warning, what put that benevolent attitude of the
mind into operation ? That's the mystery! Was it God, or
sole spiritual agency ?

And here is another case which came within my own ex-
perience. Many and many a time have I, the writer of these
accounts, heard my dear mother relate the following: Her
father and mother lived at Low Leyton, Essex. They had a
family of some five or six, and & young girl, afflicted with a
spinal complaint, whom they had adopted. One of my mother’s
sisters got married and went to live at Walworth. One morn-
ing, early, she was awakened by sometbing, she could not tell
what, and looking into the iniddle of the room sho saw her
foster-sister, to whom she was much attached, io the rocking-
chair, just as plainly as she had often seen her in the tlesh at her
old Leyton home. *Jem, Jem!' she said, awakening her
husband, ¢ I can see ——," naming her foster-sister. *You are
dreaming,’ he replied. ‘But I am not dreaming,’ she said, *I
can see her as plainly as ever I did.” The vision disappeared.
She arose, lighted a candle, and looked at the clock ; it was
two o’clock. There were no busses or trains in those days,
and she walked from Walworth to Leyton, to find that at two
o'clock her foster-sister had died.

What or who could have awakened her? There is the
mystery.

And here is yet another case: I, the writer, have been
living with an old covple, the husband sixty-eight, the wife
sixty-three. On Monday, October 1st last, he came home
from his employment at Silver's Factory, Silvertown, at a
quarter to two in the afternoon—a thing he had never done
before during the forty years he had been in that employment.
He had left his wife unwell with occasional spasms, and when
he arrived, he said, ‘I wouldo't stay at my work for a
thousaud pounds. I thought,’ speaking to hiy wife, * that you
were dead.’ She was up and better, and he was much choered.
On Tuesday night, the 2od inst., I related to him the two
accounts given above—that of the Rev. Septimus Hansard
snd that of my dear mother—and jokingly he said, *That's &
New Yorker 1’ On Wednesday 1 wont on an electric car with
a friend to Wanatead Flats for a ride—and a little walk—as I
am suffering from a bad form of neurasthenia since the death
of my dear wifo in September, 1905. I got home at 10 p.m.
They were both well. I bade them good-night and retired to

bed at once. They followed immediately afterwards.

In about a quarter of an hour after I had left them the
old ludy came rushing into my room. ¢Oh, Mr, Parsons,’
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sho said, *I believe my husbard is dead.’ 1 instantly dressed
and was in their roomin a very fow seconds. [ instantly sent
the grandson for a doctor, propped the old gentloman up on
pillows, rubbed his heart, chafed his hands, and tried to get
a little brandy into his mouth; but the livid face, glazing
eyes, and feeblo pulse, growing weakor and weaker, ceased in
a fow minutes, aud told mo that he, too, had gone to the
world of apirita—if there is such an abode. It is my most fervent
hope there is. The doctor arrived in a few minutes and pro-
nounced life extinct. Tho decoased was a good man and
perfectly prepared to die. But what explapation can be given
of his own mysterious impression of his wife's death? was it
to make him think of the brevity of life 1 Death was found to
be due to hwmorrhage of the brain.
F. H. Pausoxs,

WHAT DO WE KNOW ?

We do not often expect to find views with which we can
henrtily sympathise set forth by a professed agaostic, and yet
¢ Saladin,’ in the ¢ Agnostic Journal’ for November 3rd, comes
a lopg way in our direction. He says :—

‘The true scientist with the poetic and esoteric vision in
him, does not hold that matter is the Ultima Thule of being,
feste Sir Oliver Lodge. Aud only the other day Sir James
Crichton-Browne put on record his lack of sympathy with the
view cxpressed in the punning phraso, ¢ Life begins in a cell
and ends in o sell.” There is something, ho holds, besides the
material in the living organism. Man is not a mere machine,
started and worked by a scries of explosions, proceeding
without purpose, and subject to inevitable destruction. Even
the machine. he might have added, only comes into existence
as tho product of a directing brain, The fact is that the
materialistic views express a certain part of the truth, but not
the whole truth. They are consistent up to a certain point,
and give an intelligible explanation of the phenomena of the
world up to that point. But beyond it they bresk dowe
altogether, and they are merely fantastic conjectures when they
allege that there is nothing but matter in man, apd that mind
has no existence.

*The non-thinker always knows—somebody told him,
The thinker does not always know—he is agnostic. Ho feels
that questions as to origin and destiny instinctively force them-
selves upon him, on which Science is silent and Philosophy is
dumb. On the dim and boundless sky of the esoteric he can
860 DO 8ign, no star, only in the mist in the awful apex he
reads, vague and dim as a dream, the fatoful but esoteric sign,
You may urge, this is not practicable. It is practicable, it is
urgent, if we are to be men iu the higher sense and not mere
beasts of toil and gastronowy. We are more than that, as our
inspirational instinats show. There is somothing in us that
ever asks, What am 17 Where am [ 1 Wheredid [ come from 1
Where am I going to? What is my purpose here! To such
questions Science cannot give even the faintest whisper of an
avswer. Man has, depend upon it, some nobler mission here
than to ‘‘make money.” We have our psychic vision, or
esoteric aspications. Lot us remember this, Sic ttur ad
astra.’

¢ The thinker does not always koow '—this is true, because
the bighest knowledgo is a matter of spiritual percoptions,
what we sometimes call *insight,’ and gives us a view of truths
about which we cabnot resson. Consequently, as to these
truths, the scientist and tho logician must confess themselves
agnostic as such, but there is no reason why they chould not
cultivate faculties of knowiog beyond the narrow bounds of
their scientific and reasoning processes.

INTIMATION OF A FATHER'S DRATH.—A striking case of
son being made aware of the death of his father, and of the
manner in which it took place, is recorded by a witness in a
Mubich paper, and reproduced in * Psychische Studien’ for
November, In 1849 the narrator was at a school for boys of
from ten to fourteen years of age, and one of his room-mates
was & boy named Karl, son of a baron who was a cavalry
captain,  One night, the narrator was aroused by the shaking
of tho bed, and found that Karl was trembliog all over and his
teeth chattering. As the clock struck half-psst eleven, Karl
started up, crying : * They are ehooting! My father is dead!’
When a light was brought, he covered his face with his hands
and burst into tears, exclaiming, * Bo quiet, heis dead !' Two
dsys later the news came that Karl's father had been shot
during » military disturbance at Karlsruhe, at half-past eloven
on the night in question.
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NOTES ON PRE-EXISTENCE.

When I was a child of four or five years old, a curious sen-

sation came over me at times., It seemed that my life was
rather a continuation of being than a now existence. The
feeling generally occurred when I had been listening to the
far-off music of chuorch bells, the sound of lapping water, or
the voice of straugers risig up from the street and sioking
into my ears just as I was fallig aslesp. There was no
memory attached to these sounds ; rather they took possession
of my mind as though they were impressions, oot the remem-
brance, of a former state. There came to me the appaarauce of
8 young man, seated upon a mound of grass, who was indulging
in 8 mood of sombre melancholy. He did pot speak, por did
he give any evidence of vitality either in his features or by
movement. 1 seemed to be consciousof amother form near
him, vague, ghost-like, and shadowy, but apparently that of a
girl. 1 somehow got a curious impression that the scene was
taking place in s laod where, as the poet says, it was always
alterncon. Nor, in spite of the religion in which I was
brought up, did there appear to me to be any sort of morality
or reverence in that strange vision. The idea of Gad, the
potion of morality, the question between right and wrong,
seemed utterly unkpown ; they had po place there; and the
young mso's mind was entirely destitute of them. I never
told my parents or my brothers and sisters of these freaks of
consciouspess ; but, somehow or other, the sense that I had
ezisted before, that my life was a prolongation, not a fresh
beginniog, was fized indelibly ino my mind.

0dd to ssy, one of my grandchildren has shown the same
faculty. To the surprise of his relatives he has often talked
of the life he bad before he came into the world. This he has
done without any solicitation on their part. Once he said, ashe
was looking st s little toy-dog, that in his previous existence
he had been a dog himself! But I think this need not be
taken literally. A boy of three or four years old has no
lapgusge fit to communicate his thoughts. What he probably
meant to express was the change he had uandergone in passing
from that former world into this, But the expressions he
used certainly showed how much his mind was influenced by
these impressions, Of late years these imaginations—if you
like to call them so—have considerably weskened, and seem on
the point of dying awsy. Nevertheless, he certainly had
them ; and their expression in s family of sober-minded
people caused an astonishment that is hardly yet forgotten.

I bave lately been resding a review in the ¢ Hibbert Journal ’

of Dr. MacTaggart's * Bome Dogmas of Religion.' The author
believes that our present existence has been preceded by a
plurality of lives, and will be foliowed in like manner by a
plurality of future lives. *The obvious objection to this
theory,’ says the review, *is the fact that we retain no memory
of those previous lives ; and Dr. MacTaggart, it is to be noted,
does not imply that in the lives to come we shall bave any
memory of our present existence.’! Here we may grant the
fact without binding ourselves to the theory. That fact is
established to us by the knowledge that not unly do we possess
bodies—in some e explaiaable by natural laws—bat that
we possess dispositions, peculiar habits, characters, intellectual
traits, and everything else that distinguishes obe man from
snother. For though there is & general aversge of character-
istics, yet the internal bent of each man's nature is as distinct
as the difference between men's faces. Now it may well be
asked, whence do these peculiarities arise 7 The girl or boy
begins with themn and carries them on to sdult life. For, as
the poet said, the child is father of the man. But who is the
father of the cbild1 Who ha sent down—it may be from
uncounted sges—the tones of thought, of habit, liking or re-
pulsion, that maken the music or the discord of our liveal I
think we may well take the learned professor's opinion, and
believe that we are here carrying out the lines of destiny laid
down for us in our pre-existent stste.

But as regards the absence of remembrances of that state,
we wmay, perhaps, feel inclined, from what I have naid, to dis-
pute the assertion. But let that be. Burely, if we consider
the law of evolutivn we shall oot ba surprised Ly the failure of
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our memory in respect of our autecedent experi It
seems evident that what we call morality, that is to say, the
distinction between right and wrong, betweon the just and th
unjust, between love and hate, and the rest, commences in this
world. Here, also, naturally starts our memory into life, for
memory is so allied with the ethics of our nature that they
cannot be separated. In fact, we here begin an Immortslity of
Moral Worth or Culpability. Our remembrances accentuste,
repeat, praise, or condemn our old experi In consequence
they necessarily become a part of ourselves, simply becsus
we are moral beings. But we were not moral beings before e
came into this world, and therefore we needed no memory,
That simply concerns itself with the ethical pature with which
the law of evolution has, for the purposes of this existence,
and, may be, for all succeeding ones, provided us.
Arrerp Braexey.

ROCHESTER: AND ITS SPIRITUAL CHURCH.

We have received a circular from the Rev. B. F. Austio, D.D,
pastor of the new Plymouth Spiritualist Church of Rtochester,
New York (which church formerly belonged to the Congregs-
tionalists and upon which the Spiritualists have paid a deposit
of £100), in which the reverend gentleman earnestly appesls
to Spiritualists in all parts of the world for financial support,
The building and furnishings originally cost about £12,000,
and the site alone is estimated to be worth the price the
Spiritualists are to pay for the furnished building and the laad
upon which it stands, viz., £3,000. The trustees hope to
obtain half this amount within the next six months and to raise
the rest on mortgage. The local Spiritualists are few, but
determined, and are doing their utmost to securs the charch,
which will accommodate fourteen hundred persons, for 8pirit-
uslism. Mr. Austin pleads hopefully for contributions because
¢ Rochester was the city which received and sheltered the For
Sisters when they were driven from their village home at
Hydesville,” and it has become *indissolubly associsted with
the initial phenomena of Spirituslism by the phrase, gow of
world- wide meaning—¢¢ The Rochester Rappioga.” ' Contriby.
tions should be sent to the Rev, B. F, Austin, 10, Arlington-
street, Rochester, N.Y., U.8.A., or to Mr. Frank L
Cushman, 8ecretary, Plymouth Bpiritual Charch, 5 and 9,
Bawyer-street, Rochester, N.Y., U.8.A.

Rexovan.—Mrs. Annetta Banbury desires to inform her
friends that her address in future will be 49, Brondesbury
Villas, High-road, Kilburn, N.W.

Tre Ixwaep Vision o THe Eve.—Professor W, F, Barrett,

whose interest in psychical research and Spirituslism is well
known, has contributed to ‘The Scientific Proceediogs of the
Royal Dublin Bociety,” for October, a paper on *Entoptic
Vision,’ or the perception by the eye of thinga within itsell.
Most resders of physiological works are aware that on looking
steadily with the left eye only at the right hand side of a page,
an object such as a hallpenny, placed on the left side of the
psge, disappears from view when the eye is at a certain dis-
tance ; this is on account of the existence of a ‘blind spot'io
the retina where the optic berve enters it, Another curious
effect is that the branching blood-vesscls of the costs of the
retina can be secen when a candle is moved up and dowa at the
aide of the head. Two less known phenomena are also deacribed
by Professsr Barrett. The firat is a pair of amall yellow cones
with a pale purple spot at each side, which are seen on looking
through s Nicol's prism at s bright aky. Secondly, * when s
bright, sunlit aky is viewed through a cobalt-blue glass a rapid
succession of bright specks is meen darting across the field of
vision.” These are believed to he the white corpuscles of the
blood, and it is suggested that their behaviour should be
watched in various atates of health, Metchnikoff’'s theory that
these corpuscles are phagocytes, and concerned in the elimina-
tion of disesse, is contradicted, as some of our readera know,
by Dr. Joseph Wallace, who holda that they are duad cor-
puscles, and sre the cause of morbid growths and abscesses.
Finally, allusion is made to Sir John Herachel's obserration
that in rl'nlmeu he could see patterns of perfect symmetry and
geometrical regularity, and to his suggestion that they were due
to ‘s thought, an intelligence, working within our own organ-
isation distinct from that of our own personslity,’ or, as Pro-
feu_oor Barrett translates this phrese, that they afford some
evidence of a *sub-conscious self.'
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THEORIES OF MATERIALISATION.

In ‘Licat’ of August 4th there was an article on the
sbove subject by *A. E. L.,’ in which various theories were
mentioned as to where and how the substance is obtained
which is used in tho production of materialised *forms,’ &e.
Bome consider that the substance emanates from the medium
only, while others think it is furnished by the medium and
sitters combined. Perhapm a little experience will help us to
better understand the matter. Take my own case. The fimt
materialisation that I saw was a beautifully formed hand, quite
transparent, flesh-tinted in colour, and perfect in shape in
every detail. 'This occurred twice in one night, while I was
in bed and quite wide awake,

I consulted a 8piritualist about the phenomenon, and all 1
ascertained from him was the opivion that it was probably
sbown by my ‘guide.” A few days after I was considerably
upeet by my landlord statipg that my mother had walked up-
gairs into his bedroom, and thbat if such a thing occurred
spaio 1 should have to go elsewhere. A few weeks later I
chapged lodgings, and was put into a room in which there was
no chimpey or fireplace. 1 had been in this room but a few
nights when suddenly there stood at the foot of the bed a well
dressed man in evening dress, He had splendid dark eyes
and a beautiful expression on hisface. 1n stature he appeared
to be about 5ft. 6in. The affair was sudden and upex-
pected, and how the man got in I could not conceive, I
instantly jumped at the man but he disappeared, though the
door was locked and the key in the door! I lighted the lamp
and searched the room but no man was to be found. Owing
tomy having then no knowledge of Spiritualism I wasata
loes how to proceed. Three nighta later, just as I had got into
bed and comfortably settled down, a man appeared at the side
of the bed with his ‘throat cut.’ 1 jumped out of bed and
sgain searched the room, but could not account for the
phenomenon. My jumping out of bed caused the room
and the adjacent room to vibrate, for it was a wooden building,
and in answer to an inquiry by one of the family next morniog,
1told them all that had happened. Then, they informed me
that others had seen the same appearance, which they attributed
to the room being * haunted.” Two brothers, it was said, had
owned the property cobjointly, the one who lived longest to
have the whole of the property. One morning one of the
brothers was found dead with his throat cut, and whether the
death was caused by murder or suicide was never known. Yet
whenever a stranger came, the ¢ ghost ' iovariably turned up.

The foregoing phenomena I witnessed in the United States
of America. Later on I had an occasion to sit at a table with
two other sitters, ladies, the room being lighted by a candle,
sufficiently to see all who were in the room (seven persons).
Now, just at the conclusion of the séance, s beautiful trans-
parent hand was materialised in the centre of the table, exactly
like the hand I had seen materialised in the States. All of us
st the table saw the hand, and so alarmed were the two ladies
that they declined to sit any longer. The reason of the séance
was that the ladies had lost their father suddenly (he had died
of heart disease), and the property (including a public-house,
stated by the family solicitor to have been left by their father)
did oot come up to their anticipations, snd their {ather dying
0 suddenly without a will, left them entirely in the dark as to
tho smount of property there really was, but on inquiry of the
wlicitor shortly after the séance, they learned that there really
was *other property ’ of which they had not known.

The public-house aforesaid was hasuoted by the *father’
for a considerable time, but the haunting ceased as soon as the
property business was settled, The puzzle to my mind is,
whence did the substance emanate, in all these cases, by which
to build up forms? (1) a hand; (2) = mother heard walk-
ing up stairs, and seen in a room by the landlord ; (3) a
materialised form in an evening dress; (4) a ¢suicidal ' form ;
(5) & publican's form heard walkipg, and seen by several
pemons ; (B) another materialised hand.

These very intereating psychological facts seem to me to
prove beyond a doubt that outside intelligences do operate
irrespective of so-called *séance’ conditions, and, to my

LIGHT.

545

mind, prove the exist of iotellig taide the tndy
more surely than if all the phenomens had cccurred at an
ordinary séaace. To my way of thinking it is the ¢ doatrers’
who retard the manifestatisn of phenomens, caudng ether
vibrations to be set up and thereby spoilidy the spiritasl web-
like process. Only let sitters be neutral or sympathetic, bat
a8 scientific as you please, and then phenomena would be more
likely o ocear, 1 encluse my card.

‘Mexcray!)

PROFEBSOR LOMBROSO AND SPIRITUALISM.

The London daily papers, more espacially the * Daily News'
and the * Trihune,’ bave recently given prominence to the fact
that Professor Lombroso has become convinced of the gennine-
ness of certain spirituslimic phenomens, and that in 1902 he
and Profensor Richet attended s séance at which a *furm’
that appeared claimed to be P'rof Lrmbroso's mother, and
addressed him as *‘Cemare, my son,’ put aside her vell and
kissed him. Both professors were satisfied that there was no
imposture.  This declaration by Professor Lombroso is vo
news to the readers of * LisaT,’ for some months ago we
referred to his * open acknowledgment of the reality of spinit
pbenomena.’ It is evident, however, that the writers of the
paragraphs in the London papers know little or nothing of the
subject, for they give the name of Mr. Myers a8 * Mijam’;
Aksakoff as ¢ Aysakoff,’ and refer to the medium Easapia
Paladioo, as * Dr. Palladine.’

fLIGHT' TO ENLIGHTEN.

The *Barry Dock News’ of November 9th contaios s
report of a meetiog of the Barry (oear Cardiff) Pablic Library
Committee, at which a letter was read from Mr. L. C. Thomae,
secretary of the Barry Spiritaalists’ Society, asking permission
to place copies of * LioHT’ in the central reading rooms. The
chairman reminded the committee of a resolution which stated
thst *no depominational papers whatever should be taken ia.’
Mr. Marshall: Is this a denominational paper? Mr. Manaton: 1
don't thiok so. Mr. Marshall: We should certainly stady
the Spiritnalists as well as anyone else. Mr. Manaton: 1
don't regard ‘LicBT’ a5 3 denominstional paper. It was
decided to accede to the request.

Tae NamioXaL SriRrTraLists' Associamios of America
bas just held its fourteenth aonual convention. The proceed-
ipgs, which lasted for four days, seem to have pased off very
pleasantly, and » gooud deal of useful discussion took place on
a large variety of topics. Mr. Hamson D. Barrett was
declared the president for the fourteenth time ; in fact all the
officers were re-elected. Voluminous reports were submitted
by the president, secretary, Editor-at-large (Hudson Tuttle)
and others, and some useful work was sccomplished, This
convention was held at Chicago ; next year it is to be held at
Los Aogeles, California.

Tae Atox as o Usiverse,—A fascioating book, especially
to those who understand simple mathematics, has been published
by Mr. E. E. Fournier d'Albe, entitled * The Electron Theory'
(Longmans). The chapter on the origia and development of
the electron theory, and the prefacs by Dr. G. Johnstone
8toney, which deals with the molecular structure of matter,
read like romances of scientific discovery. Mr. Fourvier
explains the bearing of the electron theory on electricity,
magnetism, heat and light, showing that light consists of waves
of electric and maguetic force, and that reflection from »
polished surface depends on the presence of electrons which
vibrate in the period of the incident light. In the chapter on
* The Constitution of the Electron,’ he shows thst if an stom
were magoified to the sizs of the solar system, Neptune would
represont a ‘detachable’ electron, and that ita size and maas
bear about the same ratio to those of the solar system as the
sizo and mass of an electron to those uf a lithium or oxygen
atom, while the distance between the sun and the nearest
fixed star would represent the mean free path of a molecule of
air on a high mountain, Moreover, an electron, magaified to
the size of the earth, might be found to have a structure
resembling that of the earth in every particular, and life on it
might not materially differ from life on our earth
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A USEFUL WITNESS.

*The Nature and Purpose of the Universe,” by John
Denham Parsons (London : T. Fisher Unwin), is,as its title
indicates, a very ‘large order,” but wo cannot say that it
indicates the contents of the book, which is more meta-
physical than scientific, more metapsychical than meta-
physical, and more transcendental than either. All the
same, it is a big book of big thoughts, and might be, for
many, a good tough intellectual meal for the winter. Tho
worst of it is that a vast number of sentences run to twenty

or thirty long lines, and are terribly involved, needing a
great deal of mastication : but that may be good for mental
assimilation.

The following, from the Table of Contents, fairly
indicates what the book has to do with ‘ The Nature and
Purpose of the Universe’: *The Gospel of the Resurrection,’
‘The third day,” ‘ Our Post-Pauline Biographies of Jesus,’
*Oriental faiths,” ¢Reincarnation Theories,” ¢ Instinct and
Heredity,” *Spiritism,” *Qur subliminal consciousness,’
‘Space, Time, and Memory.” The fact is that the book is
8 book of Psychical Research over a very wide field, and
on very independent lines, with abundant indications of
knowledge, scholarship and sense,

The chapter on ‘Spiritism’ of course attracts our
attention. Mr. Parsons announces himself, on his title
page, as ‘ A Member of the Society for Psychical Research,’
and as such we accept bim as a useful witness because, ina
way, he confessedly stands aloof from us and has many
saving clauses in his confession of faith.

He carries us far enough back for our origins and
sanctions,—as far back as Old and New Testament times.
* As to Clairvoyance, for instance, he says: *Although
neither the term Clairvoyance nor any other term of similar
signification in the popular estimate occurs in our transla-
tions of our sacred writings, the faculty itself is repeatedly
referred to therein, and, although our Bible commentators
never point out the fact, those Scriptures cannot be
thoroughly understood unless the importance attached to
the faculty in question in days of old be recognised.’

Not only were Old Testament prophets seers but, as
Mr. Parsons reminds us, whole communities in Syria were
devoted to the development of clairvoyance, Jesus himself
was admittedly a clairvoyant, ‘seeing spirit forms, hearing
spirit messages, and able to read the thoughts of those like
himself living in the flesh.’
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Modern clairvoyants, then, only bear witness to a
natural law, and a law no less natural bocause the power is
limited to a few. Mr, Parsons does not beliove that clair-
voyants, ‘ who at spiritualistic moetings describe what are
said to bo spirit forms,” seo the actual spirit bodies of dis
ca:_‘nate beings. He hints at temporarily constructed and
animated models of persons departed this life, moulded for
recognition’s sake : but he is fully persuaded that thought-
reading and telepathy cannot account for the recognitions
and messages which have sufficed for beliof on the part of
80 mapny.

As to trance speaking and passive writing he rather

hesitates. Quite admitting that, in his experience, he bas
always had reason to believe that the ¢ trance-speaker’ was
in an abnormal state, he slso has always felt that such s
state was a self-induced hypnotic state or semi-hypnotic
state ‘in which the automatic consciousness spoke in
general accordance with previously received suggestions,
but was open to other suggestions—and especially so
because such a course was previously willed by the reason-
ing consciousness.” His experience leads him to the con-
clusion that * no information nor idea expressed by a trance
orator that the author ever heard could not have been
eithor previously met with in literature of a spiritualistic
kind or imagined as in dreams and as a result of sugges-
tions which there is no reason for attributing to the
beyond’: but be does not infer that ‘in no case does a
departed one take advantage of the abnormal state of a
trance orator to get through an idea.’ He blames Spiritualist
associations and journals, however, and thinks they
lessen their influence ‘by their persistence in putting
forward as without any doubt inspired so-called control
orations, control dictations, control answers to questions,
and control conversations, which obviously may be wholly
the work of the supposed medium'’s automatic consciousness
as affected by suggestions received otherwise than from
denizens of another plane of existence.’

Mr. Parsons also makes much of this *automatic con-
sciousness’ in his references to passive writing, in which,
so he thinks, the waking consciousness withdraws itself
and leaves the automatic consciousness to take a turn on
its own account,—a sufficiently wonderful occurrence! It
is also suggested that a person, touching the writer’s
shoulders, might will what should be written : and this of
course leads up to the suggestion that if discarnate beings
exist it is reasonable to suppose that they could obtain
control in a similar way. This Mr. Parsons frankly
admits, and adds, ¢ As information of a kind never in the
possession of anyone known to be present, yet that has
afterwards been ascertained to be accurate and to have
been in the possession of someone departed this life, is
sometimes received, that a discarnate human is then con-
trolling is a not irrational inference.’

A closing reference to Christians and their hesitations,
denials and defamations, is very useful. The Bible, says
Mr. Parsons, contains not a little which points to there
being some truth in the spiritualistic theory : and ‘no well-
informed and fair-minded critic can deny that there is much
in the New or Christian Testament which seems akin to
what is called Spiritualism. . Nor should we forget
that most of the saints of our calendar were canonised by
the Christian Church upon the strength of, among other
things, mediumistic gifts—many, for instance, having been
enrolled among our sainta upon the strength of, among
other things, displays of the distinctly mediumistic power
of levitation.’

O, but thesc wonders have ceased, it is said, or now
thoy are worked as mimicries by demons,—a saying which
is obviously arbitrary and silly, and which Mr. Parsons
gravely rebukes. Equally tircsome is the taunt that
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$piritunlism is crushed under a woight of illusion and
imposture. As to this, Mr. Parsons is strong in his reply :—

Granting all this a thousand times—and in the same way
that as Christians we havo to grant that Christianity has been
the cause of far more shedding of human blood than has
Buddhism, and yet can honestly and fairly maintain that
despito this difference against one faith Christianity is almost
iofinitely superior to Buddhism, it is not for those who know
pothing of the cunditions to lay down the law about communi-
cations—especially as mediums may be wanted the other side
also, and a8 80 many alleged communications are most evidently
oo such thing ; and whatever may be said about imposture and
about illusion, the fact ever remains that any number of
thousands of instances thereof would be totally outweighed even
by a single instance of a contrary kind. Nor is it certain that
so much imposture and so much illusion in a matter which each
can investigate for himself and that is based upon personal

experience could exist and persist were there no supporting
foundation of truth.

This is not exactly lucid writing but it is good sense,
and there is plenty of it in this mountainous book.

CHRISTO-SPIRITUALISM AND ALL THAT
IT MEANS.

By J. SteExsoNn Hooxer, M.D.

An Address delivered by J. Stenson’ Hooker, M.D., to
tho Members and Associates of the London Spiritualist
Alliance on Thursday evening, November 8th, in the Salon
of the Royal Society of British Artists, Suffolk-street, Pall

Mall; Mr. H. Withall, vice-president, in the chair. Dg.
StENsON HOOKER said :—

I wish, in the first place, to thank your President, Mr.
Dawson Rogers, and the Council of the London Spiritualist
Allisnce for honouring me with an invitation to give an
address from this, their platform. In the case of ome who,
like myself, only professes to have studied Spiritualism and
cognate subjects for some few years, you will, Iam sure, readily
understand that I can but feel a certain amount of diffidence
in thus dealing publicly and openly with things of such a com-
plex and transcendentsl nature. And that diffidence is not
lessened, but as o matter of fact is accentuated, when I see
around me 80 many experts on the subject ; such an array of
cultured and educated ladies and gentlemen who have dived
and delved into these matters to a much greater depth than 1
have ever had the opportunity of doing, and that also for a
groater length of time. On the other hand, I know, or at
least, I think I know, that I am amongst friends, who, like my-
self, are but looking for the Greater Light, and who will
therefore recelve one's maiden efforts in this direction under
the auspices of the Alliance in a spirit of friendship, and who
will, moreover, temper with a kind indulgence any criticisms
which they may afterwards see fit to make.
" Referring to the title upon which my remarks are to be
founded, there was a paragraph, in a recent issue of *LicaT,’
to the effect that Christo-Spiritualism is apt to be somewhat
mystical, and likely to be treated in a way that is over-
speculative and too subtle, but that, nevertheless, there is a
profound truth in it, which the ordipary ¢pure and simple’
Spiritualist might study with advantage.

With your kind permission I should like to analyse this
paragraph a little, and such an analysis will serve as a peg on
which to hang some introductory remarks, With regard to the
mystical side of it, such a subject must pecessarily have in it
a certaln element of mysticism, though it will be my endeavour
this evening to steer clear of pure myaticism ; rather will it be
my object to adumbrate a fow suggestions, throw out a fow
reflections, and specify a fow lines of thought which may
result in some real, practical good.

1f we can thus introduce the practical into mysticism, we
shall be on the safe side. No less an authority than Lord
Rosehery has said that the practical Mystic is one of the most
potent factors in the world, and after all, the livea and writings
of mystics will, in the near future, have a great influence in
the epiritusl development of mankind generally.
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With respect to the dangers of treatiog the subject in too
speculative a way, it will rather, as hinted just now, be my
carnost endeavour to educe from the cousideration of the sub-
ject something which will be of real value, rather than be
over speculative in dealing with it. We must, of course, of
nocessity speculate a little in our thoughts when treating of »
subject of such vast range and great import, and which, more-
over, is not without its distinctly metaphysical aapect ; it we
did not speculate a little in our thoughts in regard to subjects
dealing with transcendentalism we should never arrive at any
particular poiat, never reach any particular goal, Aud as for
treating it in too subtle a way, how could I pussibly do that
for such an audience as this! I am afraid, indeed, that you
will rather be disappointed at the simplicity of the Address
than be overwhelmed with its profundity {

Lastly, the writer—the thoughtful writer—of the said para-
graph admits that thore is a profound truth in Christo-Spirit-
ualism which might be consldered with advantage by Spiritualints
proper. This is precisely what 1 would attempt to prove
to-night ; though personally T would go a step futther than the
writer, and would maintain that it indeed might be considered
with profit by all who are seeking for more light, by all who
profess to be thinkers at all ; by all who aro interested in the
great questions of Man, his present potencies, sud his future
destiny.

Reverting for one moment to the title, you may be
surprised at the confession, but it is a fact that in my great
ignorance I was unaware that the subject had been treated—
under this particular head, at all events—by anyone in any
definite and concrete way; at auy rate by an authoritative
person. No literature under this headiog has come under my
notice, nor do I remember ever haviog been present at any
public discussion or lecture upon this subject. Inother words,
I am dealing with it to-night entirely upon my own initiative ;
altogether from my own poiat of view.

The interpretation
which I put upon it may be entirely differeat from yours; indeed,

you may consider my dofinition and meaniag of it quite
erroneous, but at all events I am presenting to you my own
spontaneous thoughts on the matter, and therefore I alone am
reepounsible for the opinlons expreased to-night.

Now, in order to clear the way as we go, leb us briefly
define what we intend to imply—perhaps 1 had better say,
what the term means to me—when we make use of this word
Christo-Spirituslism. Personally, thes, 1 should say that
¢ Christo-Spiritualism ' means the bringiag of the Christ Prin-
ciple into the tenets and the teachiogs of Modern Spiritualivn;
1 say Modern Spiritualism advisedly, because, as we all koow,
Spiritualism, as such, existed long, long before the days of the
personal Jesus of Nazareth. You have only to recall to mind
many ancient writings and customa to rtealise that the funda-
mental tenets of Spiritualism were believed in In very early
historical times, while in the Old Testament itself, as so many
of your members have pointed out in their writings and lec-
tures, evidences abound of visions, epirit voices, and other so-
called spiritualistic phenomena.

Having, then, thus given a dofinition of the compound
term, wo had better, in order to be quite clear in our minds as
to that of which we are spaakiag, cut the term into its com-
ponent parts and see what each half separately represents.
The prefix word, * Christo,’ implies what is now generally knowa
a3 the Christ Principle ; not Jesus of Nazareth, a3 he is sup-
posed to be present at some High Church altar; nothing
personal in any way, but a great and wonderful Principlo ; &
Priuciple which existed ages before Jesus himeelf came to
ourth ; a Principle which was inherent in Buddhs, in Con-
fucius, in Zoroaster, in all true prophets aud saints to a greater
or less extent ; the keynote of that Principlo being a yrest,
livig Love for Humanity, and a great longing that our vast
Humanity should be *lifted up ' on to higher planes of heing.

So much, then, for the *Christo.' With regard to definiog
Spiritualism, this, I am aware, must seem a very trite thiog to
most of you here, but there are, I do not doubt, a few
strangers present who way possibly have but a vague and per-
haps quite an erroneous impression as to what is meant by the
term Spiritualism, and it is for tho sake of those fow that I
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ask you, who are so deeply versed in it all, to be patient and
indulgent whilst I mention the mere A B C of the subject.
8piritualism, theo, in its primsl and essential meaning, includes,
briefly speakiug, the belicf in the continuity of life after so-called
death ; and, secondly, a belief in the power of communication
between those who have crossed earth’s borders and ourselves,
who as yet remain on this physical plave.

And this Faith, this Philosophy, this System of Thought,
or whatever you care to call it, has uoquestionably brought

comfort and consolation to tevs of thousands of people ; it is a
faith which has sustained inoumerable men and women amidst
the manifold disappoiatments and perplexing problems which
we have in this earth life; while in the hour of death it has
been to mapy a source of supreme moral strepgth, and has
brought a wonderfully calming influence ; and it will continue
to be to many of us the means of enabling us, as the American
poet has said, ‘ Bustained and soothed by an upalterable trust,
to approach our graves like one who wraps the drapery of his
couch about him and lies down to pleasaut dreams.” That is the
light in which Spirituslism is viewed by a large number of
intelligent men and women of to-dsy ; but on the other hand
it is not so regarded by asother and a larger class of educated
people, whilst we still come across some parrow-minded clergy-
men aod others who continue to assert that it is *of the devil.’
It should be—it might be—of Christ! Surely in respect of
that loftier phase of the cult which is altogether apart from
phenomena, does it not essentially belong to the region of the
Christ sphere 1
Briog, then, the principles and the teachings of the still living,
operative Christ into the movement of Modern Spiritualism,
and what a much mightier, much more forceful weapon, and a
much brighter and much more burnished one, you would have
at your command wherewith to fight the battle against
Materialism !
There are one or two places in our fair Epgland which
are called ¢ Waters Meet’; beautiful spots where two broad
streams, coming from different directions, at length meet at a
certain point, and thus convergivg, form a stronger and a
deeper current ; and though both of the streams]may be indi-
vidually fair to look upon, and bring s seose of rest and calm
to the traveller as he gazes upon the gentle flowinge of their
waters, yet once joined we have a current of greater potential.
Aund thus it might so easily be of the Christos and Spiritualism.
At present you have, more or less, two separate forces, the
Christ Priociple on the one hand, and so-called Spiritualism on
the other. I am still speaking of the Higher 8piritualism, not
that form the followers of which are satisfed with mere
¢ phenomepa.’ Bring then, 1 say, these two forces together and
their several powers would be immensely strengthened ; such a
strong, deep, forceful current of the very waters of life would
tlow through men's minds, and ioto men's hearts, as would
bring light where before was darkness, snd copviction where
before there was doubt. Many a questioning soul would in
this way be at length led beside the still waters—no longer
with heart and mind roffled by doubt and seared with despair,
but on the other hand would become possezsed of a greater calm
of being, a more decided poise of soul, sn ineffable sense of
certainty, which would impart new stregth for all the duties
of this life, and brighter and wider hopes for what has Leen
called *the larger and lovelier life to come.’

With regard to this supreme scose of certainty, 1 may here
perhaps relate an incident which occurred in my own practice
some years ago. A very old clergyman who had ¢ preached
Christ ' for some fifty years, and who had led an absolutely
blamelesa life, lay, as he thought, upon his death-bed. Upon
my visiting him, I found him violently agitated, and trembling
all over. Upon my asking him the reason of his great perturba-
tion, he replied, * Dying, sit, is 8 very serivus thing." Ho was
full of years, had been a firm ¢ believer’ sll hia life, had dooe
his duty well ; but now, as he thought, vn the point of death,
he was altogether uncertaio as to what awaited him in the next
world | However, ho recovered, and curiously encugh, had a
very singular death-hed, and a very merciful and beautiful one,
when the sctusl time for his departure really came. Suddenly
sitting up in bed, he said loudly to bis nurse, * Lift me up,
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purse | lift me up high, higher | I seo my friends; they ar
all here ; they are coming for me ; lift me up higher ! higher !’
at the s8me time raising up his hands towards heavon; and
with a sweet, gentle smile upon his face, like a gleam of sun-
shine passing over a field of golden wheat ripe for the harvest,
he quito gently passed away.

And surely, in this Christo-Spiritualism, you might easily
turn the tables on those narrow-minded ones mentioned before,
and demonstrate to them that you are occupied with something
else besides listening to table raps and watching materialisations,
This addition to your faith should transmute it into a liviog,
active, militant Religion. You would, I venture to say, thus
have something of real, practical import to present to
the whole world. Let us convince peoplo that we
are living up to, aod advocating, pot only the Im-
mortality of the soul and the communion of the departed
opes with us, but that there is welded and burnt into our creed
one of the sublimest facts of the world, the presonce and power
of the Christ Principle. Armed cap & pic with this double.
barrelled Force, you would possess a power which must com-
mand attention, and which must have its influence upon s still
doubting and questioning Humanity. Ooe of the main questions
then, this eveniog, upon which I particularly wish to focus my
remarks, is the very pointed and practical one: Do avowed
Spirituslists, as a body, realise what a great accretion of power
would be theirs if they could all go to the publicand the parsons
and say, * We do do something else besides attend séances and
cultivate mediumship ; we do indeed cultivate the acquirement
of the gifts of the spirit, and we base our justification of doing
that, amongst other things, upon words to be found in the New
Testament itself ; but in all, and through all, we also havea
Religion ; we uphold, as the best possible teachings for
Humanity at large, those principles enunciated by the
Christ, and who was himself, perhaps, the greatest psychic
and the divinest man who ever lived'? In other words,
have the public generally any idea that many of you,
at all events, have s Religion and a Philosophy as well
as echools, and circlee, and certain systems for psychic
development and research 7 Apd if not, has pot the time
come that you should take some more active steps to show the
people that you, from your point of view, are inculcating the
great teachings of Christ as well as studying occult matters!
If these two forces were combined, that is, the Christ Principle
and the faith in the continuity of life after death, together with
the knowledge that those who have *crossed the bar’ can still
impress and infl us, it to me that you wonld have
a lever which, properly and efficiently applied, would upraise
bumanity to a loftier level of thinking, a much more spiritusl
plane of being, and a clearer conception of man’s wonderful
destiny. We ubdoubtedly find already a large number of
8pirituslists who are in the vanguard of Progress, who take sp
active part in the propagation of Humanitarian and, if I msy
say 0, of Christarian objects and movements generally, but 1
capnot but think that in this Christo-Spiritualism you might
claim a ati)]l more extended field for your operations, and com-
mand a larger number of people to listen to you.

Do not let us be satisfied with the so-called *tangible’
proofs of spirit communion as produced at materislising
séances; there is a real danger in this, as indeed there is ip all
walks of life, in stopping too short in our several quests.
Moreover, there is another way of being convinced of the
presence with us of the Unseen Intelligences, and it seems to
me a botter way. The one method is, after all, vague and un-
certain ; the other is more sure and more lastiog, though I
admit it is a much slower process. You all know what this
method is, you who sre so versed in Saintship, io Theosophy,
in all the writings and teachings of both ancient and modern
Oceultists, It is for each of us so to live, and so to meditate
continually on the highent, that, sooner or later, we shall
individually render our rempective souls receptivo to the in-
fluencen of the great world of the Unseen, and after a certain
spiritual awakening in this direction, when wo havo learnt to
utill our souls even amidst all trials and all sorrows, and have
reached, as our chairman said in his opening romarks, into
closer communion with the Infinite Himaseclf, then shall we
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become our own Mediuma, our own Prophets, our own Secrs ;
sud though we may not by this method be enabled to senso
the presence of any particular departed individual, wo may
rest assured that those who do come then within our sphero
will bo the brighter and the better ones. (Applause.)

(To be conlinued.)

LOVE AND SERVE.

Ella Wheeler Wilcox contributes the following sonnet to
the October ¢ Nautilus * :—

¢ Lean on no mortal, Lovo and Serve
(For service is love's complement) ;
But it was never God's intent
Your spirit from its path should swerve
To gain another's point of view.
As well might Jupiter, or Mars
Go seeking help from other stars,
Instead of sweeping on, as you.
Look to the Great Eternal Cause,
And not to any man, for light.
Look in ; and learn the wrong and right
From your own soul’s unwritten laws :
And when you question, or demur,
Let Love be your Interpreter.’

Deeaym CLaievovyance aND WarNING.—A frequent corre-
spondent of *¢Paychische Studien' gives, in the November
number, an account of a recent dream in which he saw his
father, who lives at & distance of nearly a day's journey,
drioking something out of a glass, and msking gestures of
despair. Immediately aftorwards he dreamed that he was in a
riding-school and was askiog the instructor not to give ridiog
lessons to his father, He afterwards learnt that his father had
got into the habit of taking sleeping draughts, which were doing
him harm. The second part of the dream seemed to refer to
the fact that the son had previously strongly dissuaded his
father from taking riding lessons, and appears to have been an
attempt on the part of the perceptive consciousness to suggest
that he should again give his father a timely warning ; this
suggestion was conveyed by a picture recalling the previous
occasion on which he had urged his father to give up his
intention.

A Herepirary DreaM.—¢Counsels of the Night,' by
Lucas Cleeve (Fisher Unwin, price 63.), ia a story dealing with
the mysterious and tragic fate of the Northern suitor of a
Virginian heiress. The man who ultimately married the lady
was informed of the details of the affair by his father on the
day of his marriage, and after that he frequently dreamed that
he himself was enacting the same tragedy. These dreams
occur also, with vivid detail, to the son who was born some
years after the event, and the young man sets to work to
investigate the mystery In order to asaure himself as to whether
either his father or grandfather was concerned in tho deed.
The only reason suggested as to why he should have these
dreams is that his father must have *some psychic power—call
it telepathic, or what you will, mesmeriam, hypnotism '—which
enables him to convey histhoughta to othera. But in the story
the boy's dreams reveal details which were unknown to his
father, and, if the romance has a basis of truth, we should give
a different explanation. The story is well told, and shows
considerable insight into the fasciaating problems of psychology,
which are attracting almost universal attention at present.

‘Tue Art or REmeEMBERING,' s sixpenny booklet by the
Rev. Chas. A. Hall, published by L. N. Fowler and Co., gives
» suggestive analyais of the memory and ita powers, and dwells
on the importance of a harmonious interworking of the reason-
ing and perceptive facultiesa of the mind. Memory is to be
strengthened, not by the use of arbitrary ¢ aystems,’ which are
not to be relied on, but by careful and accurate observation,
guided by thought and reason, so that the impressions to be
stored in the-memory may ba well sclected, and as vivid and
precise as possible. People have good memorios for those
subjects in which they take an interest, and which they under-
stand, and children's minds should be stored with useful im-
pressiona. ¢ Through observation, thought, and lively intereat
the mind becomes furnished with facts, details, and illustrations
that can always bo drawn upon when uecessary. They are
recollected at the psychological moment by the law of associa-
tion. The better the thoughts have been digested, and the
more closely and accuratoly the detailn have been vhacrved,
the cloarer will be the meotal picture.' We might, perhaps,
ssy that our memory should be to ua like a well-trained caddie
to & goller, always roady at a moment's notico to hand us the
ruost suitable implement for making an effective atroke.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

The Editor s not raaponaible for the opinions ezpressed by correspondents
and sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for the purpow
of presenting views that may clicit discussion,

‘The Cloud on the Sanctuary.'

B1i,—It is quite true that M. Ivy Hooper did write to
me in reply to my question, in s private letter of the same
date of mine, to ¢ Licut,’ stating that it was in ¢ pure inadver-
tence’ that she omitted both names in connection with the
letters by Eckartshausen, Mc. Waito's and my own—but I
considered, the lecture being s public ope, that a private
admission of the inadvertence was by no means sufficient, one
being clearly due to the audience.

1t neemed, toa, regrettable that at lesat, Mr. Waite's valuable
preface should have been hnycotted ; containing as it does so
much uneful and instructive matter Luth to the lecturer and
to the audience; of course, the lecturer, in her letter in
your columas, admits her ignorance of the subject in the
book, as she considered she was introducing the mattor to an
audience equally uainitiated, by stating truthfully that the buok
for eome years (certainly the first issue, the prefacs by

Mr. J. W. Brodie-Innes, also able, but not so instructive to
beginners) had eacaped all that notice which now the lectarer
conceives it deserves,

1 cannot but congeatulate the society in at last (though very
late in the day) iotending to study Theosophy through the
genwine theosophic wrilers, and from no modern ‘inquirer’
assuming the role of teacher.

It is a pity that this wise step haa been so loag delayed,
for, in consequence, the Theosophica! Bociety is now merely
following, a long way ia the rear, a valusble and deeply
interesting movemant towards Mysticiam, traces of which, in
the meras literary and srtistic form, are being cleariy neen oven
in current literatuce.

With all due respect to this valusble paper, * LicRT,’ and
ita specially spiritualistic readers, I do not wish to confuse
Mysticiam with Spiritualiam, a« it is unhappily commonly uader-
stood. This movement to me is truly that difficult path
dazzlingly attractive to so many modern Theosophists, or
rather members of the Theosophical Society, rightly desigaated
Astralism, as it contaios so much which is the opposite to
Mysticism.

Eckartahausen himself makes it abundantly clear that
clearness and lucidity sre the domioant factors in Myaticism.
But ba it always remembered that simplicity of mind and
singleness of Eye never mecan in Mysticism other than that
which is meant by the Master Jesus Christ, in Matthew vi. 22,
being the opposite to privation, meaning the Pleroma,
Luke xi. 34. IsaBxLLz vE STRIGEE,

Rock Ferry.

In Defence of Mediumship.

8tr,—I think wo all owe Dr. Abraham Wallace a debt of
gratitude for the concilistory way ia which he apoke to Spirit-
ualiats and Theosophists alike ; but I thiok his disgnosis of »
medium's symptoms is incomplete, P’ersonally, and I speak with
thirteen years' experiesce, [ have found that mediumship
uader proper conditions is not so lowering s he would make
out. I have often gone into my séance room tired out and
weary, and the harmony of the circle and the action of my
guides upon my organism when under contral have taken all the
sense of languor away aad left me bright and strong. Oa the
other hand, when 1 have ontered some circles with misod
moral, mental, and spiritua! conditions, no matter how well [ wes
to begin with, [ have left very much like a wat rag at the close,
and if it had not been for my husband and some other membera
of the circlo makiog 8 fow passes over me when the séance was
done, 1 would have beon prone to sickness. My yood guide has s
very homely way of illustrating some points, and this is one of
his sayinga : *1f you have a smoky lamp ia the room and do
not attend to it, or take it out, you will have to go out your-
self.’ I have repeatodly had to act upon this advice, and have
beon called *faddy' or *independeat’ at the time, but it ia
this independence that is required amoogst mediums, eapecially
those of the gentler sex, aad I have found that it is this very
indopendence which most investigators tey to take away from
us. I maintsio that so long as mediums have to meet such
characters they should be etrong bafore they enlist in the
raoks, and to blame mediumship is simply begging the queation.
The person who falters in mediomship, with all its inspiriog
advaatages, would fall under precisely similar circumstaoces io
any other publio calling.—Yours, &c.,

Piccadilly Mansious, (Mss.) Marie Brrxcursy.,

17, Shafteabury-aveoue, W,
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¢ A Religion of Psychical Research.’

Sir,— On reading Me. Hill's letter in laat weok's issue, 1
was much etruck with the lovee way in which we continually
employ terms like * Spiritualism ' and  * materialism,”  With
tho main Jdrift of the leccer T agree ; that is, I hare frequently
found Iatent mental impressions, memories, and thought-forms
mistaken for gepuive spirits, and *dreamy writings of
planchette,” as Mr. Hill calls them, wrongly interpreted as

real spirit mesmaces, It is ossential, therefore, to warn all
investigators against & tendency to accept anything and.
everything they hear, for vnly ovil can accrue from mistaken
gotinpg apd errors of judgment,
What I take exception to in the letter of Mr. Hill is the
ertvacoww definition he gives, and perhaps accepts, of the
terme ‘marvrialist’ aod ¢ Spiritualist,” He says, ‘The
materiahist esrs, in my opision, when he dogmatically assures
as that there is and can be Do cobnscivusness unasscciated
with what we eall matter.’ The doctrine of every thinker and
teacher has been that spirit is manifested only through matter.
Thero are rarious degrees of fineness and grossness in matter ;
but manifestation of any kiod must of pecessity take place in
and through matter. A ‘spirit* is clothed in matter, as much
as we are; the ouly difference being in the quality of the

matser. — Youry, &,

a4, Park-street, Mayfair. ArTHCR LovaLt.

Six, —1In reference to Mr. J. Arthur Hill's comment, in
‘Licar * of November 10th, on the notice of his article in the
¢ Hibhert Jouroal,” which appeared in * L1cRT ’ of October 27th,

T sboukd like to say that the impression made upon me, and
opos cthers with whom I have spoken, was that Mr. Hill took
too low a view of Spiritualisra as & movement and held out too
sanguine expectations as to the results to which the efforts of
the Society for I'sychical Research would lead in the future.
In fact it seemed to me that be put the Spiritualists out of
count and based all his hopes on the Society for Psychical
Research.

In the first place, is the trend of the Spiritualist move-
ment to be jodged by the mere phenomena-hunters, the
camp-followers of the movement, or by the rank and file of its
main army, and by the leaders to whom they fook for encourage-
ment and guidance | I am sure that therw is a very large body
of earnest, thoughtful men and women who harte tursed to
Spiritaalism for com{ort and guidance throagh life : bat it is to
the leaders that we must look if we wish to know what use is
to be made of this army as a Sghting uait sgaiast the black bat
shadowy forces of pemumism and despaic—the worst foes to
which a man can surrender. I need oot enlarge on the work
of these lesders, or mention their names ; rwaders of *Licatr’
are familiar with the teschiogs of the men who write in its
pages and oceupy the platform of our Allisnce. Among these
l:aders I inclade many mediums whose controls ase the oppor-
tunities presented o them every Suaday to raise the tone of
thought of their hearers, and to expound a spiritual philosophy
which may well become a religion sach as Me. Hill has in view.

Now as to the Society for Psychical Research, Mr, Hill
sdmits, in his letter on p. 539, that ¢ the Society for Psychical
Research, ss & society, has no collective views at sll.” How,
then, are we to expect from it any pronouncement which woald
tend to formulate a system of thought or a vew religioni The
Society for Peychical Research does bat follow at the heels of
the 8pintualists, and sometimes takes a snap at them. It can
but determine the truth, or otherwise, of the facts upon which
a spiritaal philesophy, or religion, may be ultimately based ;
bat testivg the foucdations is not erecting the edifice. Mr.
Hill's experience of Spiritualiks may have been inadeguite to
soshle bwm to form an cpinion regarding thewm, or he may have
beeo led to use phrases which do ot coavey his real meaning ;
@ ather case | can smeare bim that ou facts brooght forward
by Spintcalists, aod checked or tested by the Society for
Peychical Reweacch, Spiritusliscs will altimately build, in fact
are buildicg, the religion to which he looks forward. And in
this work of constroction there is a place for Mr. Hill to
shich he will be wel d, if he ch to occupy it.—
Yvua, &c.. 8.

Does Telepathy Explain?

Six,—1 was ljing im bed, praying to G.d that He would
increase my seership aod give me physics! strecgth to labour in
Hm vineyard, when a lovely spmi—a lady —dremed io gulden
white, with a circlet of guld rvand her brow, and in her haad
s wand with a lily at the end of it, lessed over my bed and
maid, *Take a good lcok at me, 1 want a description given at
your meeting on Surdsy. 1 canct pamsbly come then, as 1
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am matron in a large home where we receive little baby spirits,

wee mites that need nursing, and on Sunday I am **inc N

Seo ! J change to earth clothes.” Her robes faded, and in
their place there appeared a sealskin jacket, a little toque hat,
with feather, fur and buckle, and & dark skirt, with patent
boots sewn in white thread. Well! I said to myself, I
must have Spiritualisam on the brain and be getting *hallu.
cinated.” The spirit said, ¢ Oh, no! do describe me, *‘chance
it,” as you say. Look! this is how I picked up a
book ’ (a little mannerism) ; *this is how I used to open a door’
(another maonerism). ¢ Well," I replied, ¢I will describe you
and ‘*chance it,"” but 1 am jealous of my gift and hate to be
wrong in my descriptions ; but whom do you come for?'
¢You don't know his name,’ she said, ¢so describe me to the
gentleman to whom you gave a description last Sunday of an
old man sitting oo a camp stool, in an Iuverness coat, fishing;
tell him I was what you call an aristocrat aad give him this
message— *‘ a book, a ring, a tlower.”’

On the Saturday our president called on me and I told him
all and said, ‘Shall ] give it ? I shall look such a fool ifit is
wrong.’ He said, ‘Yes, try it.” Well, I gave the whole
incident from the platform to the gentleman, aud imagine my
delight when every detail was recoguised—and even the ring,
which is actually in my house now.

The next week a similar thing happened. A rollicking tea-
planter came into my bedroom. ¢ Now, yousg man,’ he said,
¢have a look at me ; note my yellow face pitted with smallpox;
see my piercing dark eyes; look at my white duck suit,
peculiar shoes (to you), and wide brimmed hat. Now take
me in, have a good look at me.’ ¢ Whom do you come for,
friend 7° ‘Oh pever you mind,” he said, ‘F'm sufficiently
striking not to ba ‘ recognised ’ except by the right person:

just you describe me from the platform ; and if there is soy
doubt you say to the lady the last words she had with me were
a bit of a ror. She had the cheek to come riding over wy
land and fences like a madcap ; but on her return journey we

made things square again.’

I gave the description and message, and the lady to whom
I gave it rose in the audience aud stated that she recognised
the spirit and the incideat. She hsd had to ride for a doctor,

.and took a short cut over the planter's grounds; she did mot

stop to explain matters, acd he shut the gate and she jomped
it. On her return he was waiting for her, but npaturlly
accepted her explanation and they made it ‘square.’

The nest iocident is given in a letter which your Mr.
Wallis has seen, giving the evidencs that I have, speaking
through the telephone, described a person who was in the
room of the person who was * phoneing’ e ; and also when
the friend beld up a book, unseen by the speaker (to prevent
the suggestion of telepathy), I described that a mile awsy.
This incident happened in the samec rooms and on the same
¢+ phone.” Here is the letter : —

Desk Teevev,—I was this morning sitting in a motnal
friend's house. He rang you up on the telephone ; you replied
{showing you were at home, I anderstand a mileaway). After
s little conversation, he told you I was in the room, aud you
said you could see a spirit friend with me. You gave him 2
description of the spirit, and he rep=ated it to me. 1 recoguised
it distinctly. This, I think, pats the so-called explanation—
thought-transference —entirely on one side as not coveriog all
the facts.—Yours truly, (signed) Jorx Loss.

May I ask any of your readers who chance to read this
letter, to be s0 good as to murmaur, ‘ May his gifts incresse,
and may he become physically stropg enough to use them for
his fellow meun and our sacred cause’}

Bournewoutb. Vincest N. Trrvery.

Rev. Frank Ballard and Ghosts.

$18,—0g Thursday, the 8th inst., the Res. Frank Balland,
M.A., B.Sc., &c., lectured at Dale-street Wesleyan Church,
Leamiogton, on * Ghosts and Ghoat Stories, a Modern Scien-
tific Investigation.” He dealt with the phenomena recorded by
the Piychical Research Society, of which he is a member, and
qaoted from the books of Mr. E4. T. Bennett. Mr. Ballard

claimed that the phenomena of ghosts gave the death-blow to
materislism. He chose the word * Spiritism ’ instead of Spirit-
ualism as applying to the manifestations of spirita, and gave
Dumerous suthenticated cases of apparitions. Npiritualism, he
said, was related to the spiritual welfare of 1an.

In answer to the question, ‘Does a careful study of the
pbenomena of Spiritism help us to understand Bible miracies
and sogelic visitatious 1’ he said, ‘Yes,' but laid stres
on the word ‘careful,’ and recommended those who did not
Sod all they needed in the Bible to study these phetomena.—
Yours, &c., E. A, Barmxrr.

- ikl
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*The Best Thing in the World.

S1r,— Recently my attention was arrested by au announce-
ment in * Licur,” of a book entitled, ‘The Best Thiug iu the
World, Good Health, and How to Keep it for a Hundred
Years.'

Curious to learn the secret, I sent to Messrs. Fowler for a
copy of the work.

Mr. Shaw is a man of forty-five years. His father died of
Bright’s disease, with which he was himself threatened, besides
being & martyr to rheumatism. He was 235lb. in weight. A
book published by Mr. C. Haskell induced him to try the
experiment of ‘natural living.” He began with fasting for
three days, lengthening his fasts to a fortnight, until he carried
out successfully the longest fast on record of forty-five days.
All this time he took nothing but water, lemonade, and the pure
juico of the grape. The wonderful thing is, that instead of
becoming weaker he grew stronger, and duriog these forty-five
days he worked from twelve to eighteen hours a day without
fatigue.

The result is that he has entirely got rid of all his ailments
and is now in the most perfect health. I do notsee how any-
one cau read Mr. Shaw's book with an open mind and yet
doubt the truthfulness and reliability of his statements. He
has reduced his system from 2351b. to 1751b.—his normal con-
dition.

May Y suggest that Mr. Shaw's case holds out a substantial
hope to many who may be suffering from the many ills to
which ¢ flesh is heir’? Rheumatism, bronchitis, dyspepsia, &e.,
maust yield to the plan which has been proved safe and sound
by Mr. Shaw. I would even suggest that this may be found
a safe and certain cure for drunkenness, thus dispensing with
doctors and drugs. If you can find space for these few lines they
may be the means of inducing some sufferer to betake himself
to Mr. Shaw's method of cure.—Yours, &e., G. W,

v

Mr. jeése Shepard at the Hague.

Sir,—Daring Mr. Jesse Shepard's stay of two wouths at
the Hague he was my guest the whole of the time, and I and
many friends wish to place on record a few of the remarkable
psychometric, clairvoyant, acnd clairaudient manifestations
which came to us through him during that most memorable
time, some of the communications being of a surprising
character.

Mr. Shepard consented to give a series of psychometric
and clairvoyant séances in my drawing-room, ten or twelve
persons being admitted to each séance, and all received com-
munications as to health, spiritual development, with maay
names, exact dates, descriptions of distant scepery, houses,
people, &ec., &c. To Mrs. R. D. S.—who was a stranger to
Mr, Shepard—he said : ¢ I see a young man whose name is
Jan Hendrik.’ It was her son in spirit life. To Miss B.,
the daughter of an English clergyman, he eaid : ‘I see some-
one maguetising your head from behind your chair,’ and some
weeks later Miss B. stated that the agonising pains in the back
of her head had ceased from that evening. Not one of the
other sitters in the room knew that Miss B. suffered from such
a form of headache. One of the editors of a leading daily
of the Hague received such surprisingly satisfactory readings
of a psychometrical character, that he wrote me a letter ex-
pressing his gratitude, and a few days later he called to talk
over all that he had received.

It would require whole columns of ‘LicET’ to give an
adequate idea of the nature of the clairvoyant and other
manifestations which occurred here during Mr. Shepard’s stay.
More than fifty persons received communications of a convine-
ing character in my own home, and I am not now alluding to
his musical recitals, which have nothing to do with personal
communications. It is indeed difficult to say which is the
more wonderful, his musical recitals, or bis clairvoyant descrip-
tions. 1 have had some physical manifestations in my own

room. Once, after the servant brought up my tea at eight in
the morning, my daughter and I were startled by the cup
being lifted out of the saucer, and on another morning [ was
touched by bands ; but there is not space sufficient to permit
of details. I have, at Mr. Ga:bel's request, written an account
of some of these things for our Dutch paper devoted to the
spiritual philosophy, and the eame paper has already contained
several long articles and letters from Sir and Lady van Holthe
tot Echten, Mrs. van Rees, Mr. Thierbach, Mr. Walz, and
Mrs. A. de Koning, concerning manifestations which occurred at
other private houses in the Hague and Utrecht through Mr.
Shepard. In my house, before a company composed of former
residents in Java, Mr. Shepard gave commuaications in Hindu,
Malay, and Javanese, the wonderful séance lasting three
bours. I understand that Mr. Shepard gave some proofs of a
similar nature to the late Professor Kiddle at his house in

E—— Y
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who could ot coma to the Haguo.—Yours, &,
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Mr. Shepard hw bzen io-
ited to give a recital in Amasterdam, Lo accommndate many

The Hague. C. M. Arua.

Rev. W. Stainton Moses.

S1r, —Some few months ago I revereatly inquired, through
the trance mediumship of my wife, whether it would be possible
for the spirit of the late Mr. Stainton Moses now to com-
municate with us and thus remove the great disappointment
which has been universally felt on account of his pou-return.
Subsequent inquiries through the same chavnel having been
as unsuccessful as the first, I let the matter drop. Judge of
my delight and surprise, thep, to bs awakened in the depth of
last night by these worda : —

Control ¢ ¢, . the third sphere. . Yes,
in one of the groups in the third sphers.’
Qnuestion : ¢To whom do you refer 1’
Control : ¢ Stainton Moses.’
Question : * Hare you seen him 1}’
Countrol : ¢ No, but I know he is there.
get a message soon.’
Should the control keep his word I shall be happy to
acquaint you with the result.—Yours, &e.,
‘Etheldene,’ Crarres W, Trae~ER,
115, Ruskiu-avenue,
Manor Park, Esser.
November 3th, 1906.

1 will try and

Thought-Transfereace at the Alhambra
18,—All who are interested in telepathy should witness
the illustrations of thought-transference now being given at
the Alhambra. The swiftness and inerrancy of wmental
exchange between M. and Mme. Zuncig must be seen to be
realised. Their own description, ‘two miods, one thought,’
is literally exact.

In private life they are as courteous, charming and ua-
assuming as they are gifted. I shall always remembor with
gratitude their kindliness aud patience with a somewhat exact-
ing investigator like myself.

1 find many of my fellow-members of the Society for
Psychical Research are inclined to di t the likelihood of
there beiog any scientific value in what forms part of a popular
entertainment. Readers of *LiGBT' way share a similat
prejudice : hence this letter.—Yours, &e.,

<

=

F.R. S

What is God ?

Ste,—The *question’ of all *questions’ ever has beea
¢ What is God 7' and in your issue of the 3ed inst. you give
the same eternal question, under the heading of * Notes by
the Way," in a quotation from *The Christisa R-gister.’

I will answer this question by asking another question (the
same question that you have quoted, with the addition of two
letters and an apostrophe), and will then soswer my own
question in one 1word.

My answer to ‘ What is God1' is, ¢ What isn't God?'
And my answer to this is * Nothing." So the whole matter
stands in this way: *What is God?' Ererything! *What
isa't God 1’ Nothing!

.

An Appeal.

Sir,—A tribute is being got up to Mr. Kenneth Mac-
Lenoan, of Glasgow, in acknowledgment of his self-deaying
services in the cause of Spiritualism as secretary and vice-
president of the Glasgow Asscciation of Spiritualists ; secretary
of the Scottish Spiritualists’ Alliance ; and latterly founder of
the Scottish Mediums' Union (the existence of which body has
been fully justified). The occasion is Mr. MazLennan's leaving
Glasgow for a position in Bathgate, and it is proposed that the
presentation should be made at the home of the Scottish
Mediums' Union on December 14th pext.

Subscriptions will be received and duly acknowledged by

Arexaxper McGeecog,

17, Oswald-street, City, Glasgow. Coarvener,

‘ The Healing Art’

S1e,—I shall be greatly obliged if any of your resders will
kindly tell me who was the author of the book called ¢The
Healiog Art, the Right Hand of the Charch.” I am anrious
to know this as a test.—Yours, &e.,

Zetland House,

Bridge of Allan, N.B.

(Mes.) A. 8. Hostee.




SOCIETY WORK.

Notlces of fature events which do not ezceed twenty-five words
may be added to reporta if accompanied by sz penny
stamps, but all sach notices which exceed twouty-five
words mast be inserted In our advertising colamns.

Briantox.~-Coxproy Harr, 17, ComproN-avENus.—On
Sunday lsat s good morning circle was held, and in the even-
ing Mr. F. Fletcher gave a capital discourse on ‘ Folklore.'
Sunday next, at 11.15 a.m. and 7 p.m., Mra. H, Boddiogton,
Wednesdays, at 3 p.m., clairvoyance, &c. Fridays, 8 p.m,,
hoaling.—A. C.

Oxrorp Circus,.—22, Prince's-sTRERT.—QOn Sunday last
a largo audience welcomed Mrs. M. H. Wallis, whose iospirers

spoke with telling effect on * Man's Responsibilities,” and her
clairvoyant descriptions were all recognised. Several new
members were received. Un Sundasy next Mr, Frederic
Fletcher on * The 8piritual Sigoificance of Folklore.'

SovTBEND-ON-82A. —MILTON-8TREET.— D Sundsy morning
laat Miss Robb's instructive paper on * The Power of Thought *
was discussed. In the evening Mr. Macbeth Bain's fine address
ou *8piritual Healing ' was thoroughly appreciated. Oa Sun-
day next Mra, Effie Bathe on * Auric Colours and their Psychic
Significance,’ illustrated by forty original paintiogs.—N. C.

BRIXTON. —8, Mavail-Roap.—~On the 8th ipst. Mrs.
Roberts gave rccognised clairvoyant descriptioss. On Suuday
Iast Mra. Effie Bathe lectured oo *The Hell and Heaven of
Spiritualism,” to an interested sudiepce, and satisfactorily
answered queations. On Sunday pext Mr. J. Checketts will
spesk on *The Abolition of Capital Punishment,’ Questions
invited.—J. P.

Craraam Insmiture, Gaopen-roAp.—On Sunday last
Mr. H. Boddington gave a strong address on *The Need for
Socisl Reform,” which favourably impressed an attentive
audience. OUn Sunday next, at 11.15 a.m., Lyceum and
meeting ; speaker at 7 p.m., Mra, Ball; clairvoyance by Mrs.
A. Boddington. Thursday, at 8.15 p.m., psychometry.
Silver collection.— H. Y.

Prognax.—Crerstow Harr, 139, PrcxBAM-ROAD.—
()n Sundsy morning last Mr. Walters rendered good service at
the public circle. In the evening Mr. Darby presided, and
Mra. Checketts’ uplifting address on * Spiritualism, the Gospel
of Hope * was greatly appreciated. On Sundsy next, at 11a.m.,
public circle ; at 7 p.m., Mrs. Podmore, address and clair-
voyance ; 25th, at 7 p.m., Mr. W, Underwood, address.

SaxrnerD's Brsr.—73, BroxLow-BoAD, ASKEW-ROAD, W,
—On the 8th inst. a succeesful social gathering was held. On
Bunday last Mr. G. Tayler Gwion delivered a highly spiritual
sddress to a crowded audience, Un Sundsy next, at 11a.m.,
citcle; st 7 p m., Mrs. Podmore. Thursday, the 22nd, at
8 p.m., Mr. sod Mra. Imison, Saturdsys, at 8 p.m., healing
(free).—E. A.

Foiaan.—Oorvey Hair, 26, Fernnurer-roap, 8. W, —
Oo 8unday last Mr. W. R. Stebbens delivered an earpest
address. On the 14th inst. Mrs. Roberta conducted a public
circle, and gave very successful clairvoyant descriptions. On
Bundsy next, Mrs. Flood, trauce address. Oan the 2lat, at
6 p.m., public tea, admission 9d. ; public mecting at 8 p.m.,
addrees by Dr. J. M. Peebles.—D. G. M.

Haox¥xY.—810D0ON-ROAD S0BOOL, Darsrox-Laxe, N.E.—
On Sunday last Mr, R. Brailey gave a good sddress on

* Beeing is Believing,’ and convincing clairvoyant descriptions,
drawing on the blackboard the fsces geen by him clsirvoyantiy,
Madame Cope kindly sang a solo. Oa Sunday next, at 7 p.m,,
Mr. J. Macbeth Basin, M.A., on ¢ How the Chriut is generated
in us for healing and all blessing.'—N. R.

BaLpau.—19, Rausvex-noap (orrosrre tEe Posrig
Liskary).—On Bunday morning last Mr. A. Bridger's addresa

on *8elf-Aboegation’ was discussed, and clairroyant deecrip-
tions were given. In the evening Mr. G. Morley gave an
address on *Faithism," and clairvoyant descriptions. On
Sundays, at 11.15 a.m. sad 7 p.m., and Wednendays, at
8.156 p.m., services are held for Faithist teachings and clair-
voyant descriptions. Questions invited.—W. E.

Cavexuisa Roows, b1, MorTimee-sTRRXY, W.—On Sunday
ovening last Miss McCreadie's control gave excellent clairvoyant
descriptions of fourteen spirit friends, maatly fully recognised.
Several wore convincing tests, being confirmation of descrip-
tions given in private circlea. Beveral helpful messages were

slso given. Mr. F. Bpriggs ably presided. On Bunday next,
Mr. E. W. Wallis, on *Is Balvation after Death Possible 7'
Bpeaker on November 25th, Dr. J. M. Pechles ; doors open

8.30.—A.J. W,

Lutox.—On Bundsy last Mr., A, Punter gavea fine address
on * Covet ye the best gilta’ and good clairvoyant descriptions,
Mre. Champkins gave trance impersonations,
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BourHAMPTON, —WavERLEY HALL, BT, MARY'S-R0AD.—0D
Sunday last Mre. M. Aguew Jackson gave a splendid addross
on ‘In My Father's House are Many Mansions.'—8. H. W.

Prysouta.—Ouvvrernrows' IlaLL, MonLey-sTreer.—0On
Sunday last BIr. Clavia delivered an enlightening addreas on
‘The Glory of God," and Mrs. Short gave good clairvoyant
descriptions,—E. M. '

PorTemoutH.—Lesser Viororia Harr,—On the Tth inst.,
after a lecture by Mr. Nichols, Mrs. Wilson gave well
recognised clairvoyant descriptions. (On Sundsy last sn
address waa given by Mr. Wiffen.—C, E, L.

TorreNgaw.—193, Hion-BoAp.—On Sunday morning last
Mr. Baxter opened an interesting discussion on ¢ Healing,’ and
in the evening Mr. R. Boddington gave an able discourse on
¢ Csuses.'—N. T.

AcroN, — CestrAL AucTioN Magrt, HorN-Lane. —On
Sunday last Mr. R. H. Abbott gave an inspiring addross oo
* Religion,’ aud several tests were given at the after-circle.
(See advt.).

SteAaTPORD.—NEw WoREMEN's HaALL, ROMPORD-ROAD,—~
On Suoday last Mr. Webb made an earnest appeal on behalf of
¢ Spiritualism,’ and Mra. Webb gave excellent clairvoyant
descriptions.—W. H. 8.

OamperwELL NEW-ROAD,—SURREY Basonto Harr.—On
Sunday morning last excellent tests were given. In the even-
ing Mr. W. E. Long's address on the passing on of Mr. L,
Mortlock was most sympathetic and comforting.—E. 8.

Barrerszs Park-roap.—HeNLEY-sTRERT.—On Sunday
last Mrs, F. Roberts gave an address, named the infant son of
Mr. and Mrs. Harris, aud gave good clairvoyant descriptions,
Mr. Thomas presided.—C. A. G.

LiscoLy.—Urree RooM Anrcape.—On Sunday last Mr,
Smith, of Nottingham, gave practical addresses on *Spirit-
ualism ' and ‘ What is the Matter3' followed by convincing
clairvoyant descriptions.—H.

LittLe ILrorp,.—CorRNER oF THIRD-AVENUR, CHUROH-
roAD, MaNor Park.—On Sunday last Mr. J. Kinsman's
practical and instructive address was thoroughly enjoyed, Mr,
H. J. Abel presided.—A. J.

Stoxe NrwineToN.—Gornio Hary, 2, BouveRiz-ROAD.—
On Sunday morning last an address by Mr. Richardson was
discussed. In the evening Mrs. Annie Boddington's interesting
address on * Fact and Fancy in Relation to Spiritualism’ was
followed by remarkably good clairvoyant descriptions,—S,

Reaping.—PaLver Harr.—On Sundsy last Mrs. M. E.
Sturgess conducted the opening service, and Mrs. T. Wesley
Adams delivered an address on * Homes in Spirit Life’toa
crowded and attentive audience, and answered several
questions.—E. M. 8.

8T8ATIORD.—]UMIBTON-ROAD, FoRE8T-LANKR, E.—On Sun-
day last Mr. Walker gave an interesting address and psycho-
metric delineations. On Sunday next, at 11 a.m., discussion ;
at 7 p.m., Mr. snd Mrs. 8mith. Thursday, at 8 p.ra., investi-
gators’ circle. Saturday, the 24th inst., abniversary tea and
social.—A. G.

SoutaPoRT.— HAwksBEAD HaLL.—OQu the 7th jost. Mis
M. Toppitg was again very successful. On Sunday last Mr.
Will Edwarda spoke with vigour and effect on *The Lion and
the Mouse ' and * The Mysteries of the World,’ aud gave good
clairvoyant descriptions. Oa Monday last Mrs. Beattio gave
good clairvoyant and psychometrical delioeations.—E. B.

NorTEAMPTON.—8T. MICAAEL'S-ROAD.—On Sunday after-
noon Jast Mr. Harrison'’s control auewered cuestions satisfac-
torily. In the evening Mrs. Eva Harrison epoke on ¢ Is Spirit-
ualism worth investigating 1’ Deep ioterest was manifested
by alarge sudience. On the 12th a successful social was given
by Mrs. Roch.—84, Dunster-street.—On Sunday last, aftor-
noon and evening, Mrs. Comerford delivered powerful addresses
to large and appreciative audiences, and gave recognised clair-
voyant descriptiona. On Monday last about fifty friends aat down
to a public tea provided by the committee, and a well-attended
public meeting followed. It has been found necessary to
enlarge the room on account of increasing attendance.—B.

GLasgow, — AssEMBLY Rooms, 136, DBatu-sTeRxsr.—
During the last two weeks Dr., Peebles has addressed nearly
all the societies in Scotland, and on Sunday morning and
evening last he addreesed the Glasgow Association on *The
World's Biblesand the Ilan of Salvation,’ and * The Pyramids
of Fgypt and what 1 saw in Palestine,” In the evening our
sccommodation was taxed to the utmost. On Mondsy a social
meeting was held to bid farewell to Dr. Peebles, who expressed

his sincere regret at leaving Bcotland but also his pleasuro at
his reception.—G.— Clarendon Hall.—On Sunday last the
morniog circle was conducted by Mr. J. MacLennan, who, in
the evening, gave an inspiring address. Misa Mackenzie, s
now worker, was muccessful with clairvoyant descriptiona.
Mr.. Macpherson presided. The meetings of the Mediums'
Union are growing in interest and numbers.—A, G,



