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NOTES BY THE WAY.

A few days ago the following significant paragraph

appeared in a leading London newspaper :—

Is Matrer ErecTrICITY }

In the large theatre of King's College, Londan, Professor
H. Wilson delivered the inaugural lecture of the session to the
students, his subject being *The Electron Theory." The
electron theory, he said, was the recent development of the
work which Clerk Muxwell published during the time he was
st the college. According to this theory, they might say that
ordinary matter was composed simply of electricity and nothing
else. They did not know what electricity itself was composed
of, or what its nature was, although they knew a good deal
sbout its properties. The electron theory was the electrical
theory of matter, and the atomic theory of electricity. The
lecturer said the discovery cf radium and the properties-ef-
radium had done a great deal to confirm the electron theory.

Is it not delicious? Ordinary matter is nothing but
olectricity ! and nobody knows what electriggsy is! in fact,
some of Professor Wilson’s brethren tell us that it is not a
separate entity at all, so that we are left to imagination
and the suggestion that the electricity which causes matter
to bo is itself caused by something, or by someons, or by
myriads of someones, who work lt for the production of
matter.

Why, really, it takes us curiously near the much-
flouted spirit-world, after all!

Professor N. Schmidt, of * Encyclopredia Biblica’ fame,
has just published a book on the place of Jesus in the
world’s history, and it is one more sign of the times that
religious thinkers are getting back to the Supreme Idealist
of the Kast. Dr. Schmidt thinks that Jesus is more for
this age than for any other—that his ideals were uplifted
at least two thousand years too soon—too soon, that is to
say, for accoptance and translation from the ideal to the
real. Ho says:—

As social reformer, Jesus must ever hold his best claim on
life and society. The Sermon on the Mount does not discuss
8 complete programme of social reform, but it lays ddwn revo-
lutionary principles ; and these are gradually comwmending
themselves to human society. Here is the principle that men
should love their enemies, do good to those who have abused
them, and abstain from retsliation. This priaciple was based
on the conviction that evil could be overcome by good. The
adoption of this principle would abolish war, with ijs armies
and its navies, which are a constant menace to the wotld ; and
it would send millions of men back to productive and profitable
work, as well as return millions of capital to useful industries,
to education, art, and science. Yet, so far, we can find nowhere
in Christendom any considerable body of men, except the
Quakers, who made a practical application of these principles.
Christendom has not yet even been converted to the belief that
good is stronger than evil. The day when the battle flags of
nations shall be furled in the parliament of man will be a day of

triumph to “w Galitean prophet. Nor can the approach of
this day be doubted.

This is all undoubtedly trune, but it suggests that the
ideals of Jesus were uplifted probably nearer three than
fipo thousand years too soon. We are still so far behind
these idealsthat multitudes deem them ridiculous while
other multitudes sorrowfully regard them as impossible.

Some day, attention will be turned to Spiritualism in
relation to education, and to education at all its stages;
but notably in regard to the education of the passions,
affections and instincts. In this vital matter the onething
needful is, not the mastery of a decalogue by the memory,
but the mastery of the lower self by the supremacy of the
higher ; not the motive of a fear, but the recognition and
the ascendancy of the spiritual tenant of the animal house.

This will do infinitely more than commandments, or
persuasives, or thredts. What is wanted i§ -genuine
mastery, carrying with it choice, approval  and affection.
We shall never get right until we can say, ‘I delight to
do Thy will, yea, Thy law is within my heart.” Amiel, as
usual, got to the heart of the matter when he said: ¢ Every
man is a tamer of wild beasts, and these wild beasts are his
passions. To draw their teeth and claws, to muzzle and
tame thom, to turn them into servants and domestic
animals, fuming perhaps, but submissive,—in this consists
personal education.’

A certain Rev, C. A. Allen has been justifying the use
of all kinds of creeds and symbols and expressions as
¢ picture language.’ He says:—

If multitudes of Christians still gain a ¢ perfect heart-con-
viction’ of the reality of God by the aid of a picture-thought
of a great being on a throne in the sky ; or of the Divine Love
by worshiping the Divine Christ or the Mary-Mother ; orof a
blessed immortality by the thought of a flesh-and-blood resur-
rection, why should we worry because these are not *perfect
concephons in the intellect? For, after all, who of us ever
gains a * perfect conceptxon of these truths 7 ¢ The best in this
kind are but shadows.' We must all be content with symbols
even in our most exalted thoughts of God. All we can dois
to choose such symbols as best suit our need. Why should we
insist that others must use the symbols that best suit us, but
which give to them no hint of the holy truth?

That is all very well, and few would object if it were
admitted all round thdt we are all only making up p\cture
books. The trouble begins when we call plctures persons,’

. and when symbols are taken for thlngs in themselves,

onding in themselves.

Mr. Allen says (and there is much that is attractive in
what ho says) that Broad Churchmen recite the Apostles’
Creed in public worship in the picture book or symbol sense :
but most people cannot discriminate the truth from the
symbol, and must apprehend the truth by taking the
symbol literally :—

For instance, the truth that the religion of Jesus will finally
dominate and judge all human' life can be forcibly taught to
most Christiana by only the picture-thought that he ¢sitteth
on the right hand of God, from thence he shall come to judge
the quick and the dead'; and, though they take it literally,
yet they also feel the deeper meaning of it.
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Now the Broad Chorchmen maintain that, even though all
the House of Biahops should insist that no one can be a true
¢+ Churchman ' who does not believe this statement in its literal
sense, nevortheless the Broad Churchmen have s right to inter-
pret the creeds as they conscientiously must, sad that, as long
as their Church calls itself * the Protestant Episcopal Church,’
any sttempt, even of the bishops, to dictate how they shall
interpret the Prayer Book, is sheer popery.

Aod, on the other hand, if such a great historic Church s to
include * all sorts and conditions of men,’ then all ita members,
when they worship, abould be willing to use this picture-
language, because this slone is intelligible to the great majority.
Thos oven the philosopher must ‘humble himself as a little

child,’ and be willing so to pray that the children and all
childlike souls, of whom *is the Kingdom,' can pray with him.

That this would belp on something that might be
called * Christian unity ' is not to be doubted, and that this
pointa to the way by which a man migbt ‘humble himself
as a little child’ is not to be questioned. Whether it would

belp the man to be a man is not so clear. .

People are wondering why the churches are usua)ly
disregarded by the dwellers in both towns and villages;
and the chorches are blamed, to a great extent unjustly, we
think. Partly to blame, charches may be, bot the real
canse of the trouble is the restless, unspiritual, pleasure-
loving and undisciplined spirit of the time. Nearly
everybody pants for sensations, and even ‘divine worship’
must be decorated in order to escape being ‘dull,’ and
made masical in order to make it attractive and therefore

aceeptable.

Other influences are at work that are more sinister.
What these are may perbaps be suggested by the follow-
ing which we copy from a prominent leading article in a
London newspaper : —

Buavar Ririz-8goorixg,

The suggestion has recently been made that rifle ranges
should be opeped for practiting on Bundsys, and we publish
to-day o letter from Lord Roberts expressing spproval of the
ides. That s step such as thisis in the right direction we
believe the grest msjority of thinking men will at once allow ;
that it will meet with opposition, and perhaps positive condem-
oation from certain quarters, is equally certain. Whatever
may eventaally be sccomplisbed in the matter, it is certainly
worth while to look into it sod gain some ides of the advan-
tages which might accrue to us as & nation from the intro-
duetion of rifle-abooting on Sundays.

Wake up, Spiritualists, to the dangers that beset our
young people in these days, and join forces with the
children of the light everywhere, to combat the powers of

darkness !

SPIRITUAL PRAYERS.
(From many shrines.)

We beseech Thee, Heavenly Father, to increase in us
tbat love of Thee which, beginning with joy in Thee, may
pass into pitifulness and lovingkindness, and constrain us
to consecrate our lives to Thy service through the serving
of Thy children.  Be with all men and women who spend
themaelvea for the good of mankind- and hear the burdens
of others; who break breamd to the bungry, clothe the
naked, and take the friendless to their habitation. Establish
Thou, O God, the works of their bands and grant them an
ahundant harvest of the good seed they are sowing, Bless
our land with bonmanl':,indnury, sound learning, and
pare manners.  Defend our liberties; preserve our unity ;
tave us from violence, discord and confusion, from pride
and arrogance, and from every evil way. Fashion into one

le the maltitude brought hither out of many
ki rerr::vnd tongues. Fodue with the spirit of wislom
those whom we intrust in Thy name with the authority of
governance, to the end that there may be at bome,
and that we keep our place among tbe nations of the earth,
—an inspiration to all good men and women who love
peace nnr!’vho strive to make real upon carth the heavenly
dream of the Brotherbood of Man

LIGHT.
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LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LTD.

A meeting of the Members and Associates of the Alliance
will be held at the SaLox or rae Rovar Sociery or Britiu
ARTISTS, BurvoLk-sTREET, PALL MaLlL EasT (near the National
Gallery), on

FRIDAY EVENING NEXT, OCTOBER 26rm,
When AN Avpress will be given
By
ABRAHAM WALLACE, M.D,,
ox

*A CRITICAL SURVEY OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM, THEOSOPHY,
AND PSYCHICAL RESEARCH AND THEIR INTER-RELATIONS.'

The doors will be opened at 7 o'clock, and the Address will be
commenced punctually at 7.30.

Admission by ticket only. Two tickets are sent to each
Member, and one to each Associate, but both Members and
Associates can have additional tickets for the use of friends
on pasyment of 1s. each. Applications for extra tickets,
accompanied by remittance, should be addressed to Mr. E.
W. Wallis, Secretary to the London Spiritualist Alliance,
110, St. Martin's-lane, W.C.

Nov, 8.—J. Stexsox Hooxer, M.D., on * Christo-Spirit-
valism and all that it means.” At 7 p.m. for 7.30,

Nov. 22.—Tar Rev. Jory OaTEs, on ‘Tepnyson, the Mao,

and his Mesvage in relation to Evolution, the Dirige

Immanence, and a Future Life.” At 7 p.m. for 7.30,

6.—Miss McCreapig, Mks., FaircrovcE Ssirn,

s CLAIRIBELLE,” M&. RoxaLp Braney, Me. J. J. Vaxao,

apd Mge. ALreep V. PeTeRs will give brief parratives of

their most noteworthy Mediumistic Experiences. At

7 p.m. for 7.30.

Dec. 20, —Mes. Pacz Hores, on ¢ Cross Currents in Pamire
Writing.” At 7 p.m. for 7.30.

[Particudars of sulsequent meetings will be given in
due course.)

Dec.

MI-ZETINGS AT 110, 8T. MARTIN'S-LANE, W.(,,
For tRE S1UDY 0F PavcHICAL PHENOMENA,

CrarevoyaNce.—0n Tuesday next, the 23cd inst., Mr.
Ronald Brailey will give- illustrations of clairvoyance at 3 p.m,
and po one will be admitted after that hour. Fee 1s. each to
Members and Amsociates ; for friends introduced by them,
2s. each,

Teaxce Apvegss.—On Wednesday, the 24th inst., Mm.
Agnew Jackson, lste of Australia, will deliver a short Trance
Address, at 6 p.m., to Members and Assnciates only—po
ticketa required.

Draoxosis or Diszases.—Mr. George Sprigga will kindly
place his valusble services in the diagnosis of diseases at the dis-
posal of the Council, on Thursday, Novemnber 1at, between the
hours of 1 and 3. Members, Associates, and friends who
are out of health, and who desire to avail themselves of Mr.
Spriggs's offer, should nolify their wish in wriling to the
secretary of the Alliance, Mr. E. W, Wallis, not later thsa
the previous Monday, stating the time when they can sttend,
so that an appointment can be arranged. As Mr. Sprigs
can see no more than eight persons on each occasion, arrange-
ments must in all eases be made beforehand. No foe is charged,
but Mr. 8Bpriggs suggests that every consultant should make s
contribution of st lesst bs. to the funds of the Alliance.

Psvcarc Covruex. —Mr. Frederic Thurstan, M. A., will kindly
condoct a class for Members and Associates for paychic culture
snd home development of mediumship, on the afterncon of
Fridsy next, the 26ih inst., at 4.30 p.m. There is no fee or
subscription.

On Tbursday, Nuvember lst, at 4.30 p.m., Mm. E. M.
Walter will kindly conduct a meetiog to help Members and
Asaocistes to develop their paychic gifta.

Brimr Conrnon.—On Friday next, the 26th jost.,at 3p.m.,
Mr, K. W. Wallis, under apirit control, will reply to
fuentiona from the audience relsting to Spirituslism, medium-
ship, life here and on *the other side.” This meeting is
Jree o Members and  Associales, who may introduce non-
members on [ayment of 1a, each. Vistors should be prepared
;::::"'lm"“ quentions of general interest to submit to the

He
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SPIRITS SPEAK IN THE DIRECT VOICE,

Axp Prove rueie IoestiTy,

The * Progressive Thioker* of September 29th, reproduced
from the *Omaha World-Herald ' a long and circumstantial
sccount of some séances at which a number of mpirit people
made themselves known by speskiog in, or through, a trumpet
in the *direct voice,” through the mediumship of Mrs. E,
Blake, the wife of a humble farmer living in an obseure little
village called Braderick, Ohio, U.8.A., which can only be
reached by a row-hoat ferry.  The report is written by Mr.
David Abbott, of Omaha, a member of the American Bociety
for Psychical Research, aod is vouched for by Professor James
H. Hyalop, who was himself present at some of the séances,
and who in a communrication to the editor of the ¢ Progressive
Thinker,’ regarding Mr. Abbott’s report, sags : ¢ The man who
wrote it is an expert prestidigitator, and well acquainted with
me. His statement of facts is copservative and careful. I
witnessed many of them and you can rely upon the article as
representing the facts correctly.’

Mr. Abbott says that Mra, Blake is a good, kind old lady,
of no great amount of educativn, but withal of powerful
intelligence.  For mapy years she has remained hidden, and
although visited by thousands of persups po obe ever gave
ber case to the world. Mr, E. A. Parsons, a magician, of New
Haven, Connecticut, haviog heard of her phenumena, made a
journey of five hundred miles to see her and discover her trick,
if trick it was. He was so amazed by what he witbessed
that he wrote a lobg account of his experiences to Mr. Abbott,
and concluded his letter as follows :—

tNow, Mr. Abbott, I believe I have discovered a real
medium, more wonderful than Home, apd the spirit com-
munivn has been proven, or I have found a lady greater in
ekill than apy scientist. The thiog may be a trick, but with
over forty years’ experience in the study of magic and the
awquaintance of all the great magiciaps, my wits were not
sharp enough to see how this could be done by trickery.’

Mr. Abbott says that Mr. Parsons is an expert in the
performance of all kinds of tricks, especislly the tricks used
by professional (bogus) mediums, and therefore his unequivocal
teestimony to Mra. Blake’s wonderful mediumship carried great
weight with him, and, in consequence, he made inquiries. He
got into correspondence with a *Mr. X.,’ residing at
Huntington, West Virginia, a neighbouring town, who was
thoroughly informed on the case, and whose testimony com-
pletely verified the statements he had previously received.
Mr. Abbott determined, therefore, to investigate for himself
and to do 8o * on such lines as would eptirely remuve the possi-
bility of any kind of trickery being employed.” He felt com-
petent to undertake this task because, as he says of himself :—

‘1 am s performer of the tricks used Ly the bundreds of
professional spirit mediums that travel over the land. I am
thoroughly familiar with the various ** systems ” by which they
wain the information that they give to their subjects, and I
determined to entirely remove the possibility of anythiog of
the kind being used in this case.’

Being unknown to anyone in that part of the country save
his correspondent, * Mr. X.,’ who only koew his pame and
address, Mr. ALbott was fairly secure, but to make assurance
duubly suro he decided to take with with him, under an
smumed name, 8 gentleman who waa entirely unknown, viz.,
Mr. George W. Clawson, of Kapaas City, Missouri, also a
member of the American 8.P.R. Mr, Abbott says: —

+]1did not reveal to him where he was to go (with the excep-
tion that it was to be within une hundred miles of Cincinnati)
unti) two days before atarting. I then merely wrote him that
wewould go to Huntington, but gave no names. I did not tell
him the lady's name or town untd we arrived in Huntington
aod had started for her village. Just before starting from
Omaha I wired to Professor Hyslop in New York when and
where to meet me in Huntington, 1 went by way of Kansas
City and joined Mr. Clawson there. I asked bim to choose &
pame to travel under, and he did so. He registered at the
Flosentino hotel under the nsme of C. E. Wilson, and 1
introduced him to **Mr. X.” under that name. Jt wasthe
firat time that I had met ¢* Mr. X.,” and as ho had only known
we since April, I was certain that even he was in the dark as
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to my history, 1 had carefully instructed Mr. Clawson in the
method of axking questions 8o an to reveal no information
between the lines. Anhe was an attorney he proved sn apt pupil,
and [ was acon certain I need have no fears on that acore. |
was present st sl of the sittings and hestd every word, m
that any ioformation the voices gave I knew must be uhtained
Ly some means out of the urdinary channels.’
8 1auch by way of intreductory explanatiom.
Tur. Fiust Sgaxce.

At ten o'cluck on the moming of their arrival at Huntiogtn
Mr. Abbott and Mr. Clawson crossed the Ohio River and
found that Mrs. Blake was just recovering from a six woeks'
illness, and only after a great deal of persuasion could they
induce Mr. Blake to permit them to see her. They found her
sitting by her window in a rocking-chair with her crutches
by ber side. M. Blake explained that when she was phyni.
cally ‘run down’ the * voices’ were 8o inarticulate as to make
it next to impomsible for the words to be understxd, and
unless the sitters could be natisfied she preferred not to st—
she did not refuse on account of any weakening effecta that
the work had upon her. The rest of Mr. Abbott's story had
better be told, as far as possible, in his own words. He
8ays (—

¢ Before describing what followed T will state that we had
in all four sittings with Mrs. Blake. This one, which laated
only twenty minutes; one given in the evening after the
arrival of Professor Hyslop ; one the following morning at ten
o'clock, and one in the same afternoon at three o'clock. The
first three were held in Mrs. Blake's home and the lsat one
was given acrosa the river at the office of * Mr. X.,” where we
had taken Mrs. Blake to be photograpbed.

*The firt day the resulta were poor, simply owing to our
insbility to understand the words, they being very weak and
inarticulate, owing to Mrs. Blake's weakness. On the second
day she was much stronger and results were far more wonderfal.
The sitting given in the sfterncon when she was exhilarated by
a carrisge ride was very remarkable. In this the voices could
frequently have been heard obe hundred feet away. The
information received was most marvellous and we received in
all nineleen correct names, while we received none thad were
trong. At the first sitting, howerver, we obtained very little,
merely three correct names. There was much conversation
that we could ot understand, but what we did uoderstand was

correct,
.
TarLxs witn THE DEPARTED.

¢ Mrx. Blake placed the trumpet with one end io ber palm
and the other end on the palm of Mr. Clawson (Wilson). Ina
mouient Mr. Clawson said, ** How heavy it is getting.” Thenit
began moving upward and Mrs. Blake said : ** 8omeono demirca
to Bpeak to you ; place that end to your ear.” Mr. Clawsun
did so and Mm. Blake placed the other end to her ear.  Her
lips were tightly closed, but 1 at once heard a whisper in the
truwpet addressing Mr. Clawson.
*Mr. Clawson then said, ** Who are youl" I could oot
understand the reply, but I heard Mr. Clawson ssy, ** You xay
you are my brother? You say you are my brother Eddy 1"
1 suppused at the time that this was an error, for I did aot know
that Mr. Clawson had ever had such a bruther, but afterwards,
when we were crossing the river, Mr, Clawson told we that the
voice aaid plainly that this was his **brother Eddy," and that
he had a brother Edward, who bad died at the age of two years,
¢ After the voice gave this information it made some lurther
remarks which Mr. Clawson could not understand, so he said to
me, **You take this end of the trumpet and see if you can
understand what they say.” 1 was sitting directly in front of
him and I did as he directed. A voice addressed something to
me, but I could not understand the articulation. Fiaslly I
understood the words, ** Can't you hear 1" I replied, ** Yes,
who are you?"” The voice said, ** I am your brother and I
want to talk to mother. Tell her——.” The rest of the
sentence was inarticulate, and I asked, ¢* What shall I tell her!”
The voice then spoke plainly, ** Tell her that I love her.” I
then asked the voice to give me its name, bat could not under-
stand the reply. I gave the trumpet to Mr. Clawson to see if
he could understand.  The voice kept saying to Mr. Clawson,
** 1 want to talk to my brother.” He gave the trumpet back to
me and I asked, ** Whom do you want to talk to 2"

*The voice pronounced a pame that I could oot understand,
but kept repeating it until I heard the name ** Brother Davie,”
repeated twice, and then finally the following : ** Brother Davie
Abbott.” ** Abbott " was then repeated a time or two. Theso
names were plain and 1 was certain that it was my name that
waa pronounced. I said, ** Yes, you seem to be repeatiog my
pame all right.” I did not mention the name myself.
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¢Mr, Clawson now took the trumpet and a voice addressed
him and said: “I am your brother.,” Mr. Clawson said,
« Who elgo is there"” and the voice answered, ** Your mother.”
He again asked, *‘Who else?” and the voice said, ** Your
baby.” He then asked for the baby to talk and give its name,
but could not understand what was said in reply. Finally a
voice (seemingly a girl's) addressed Mr, Clawson. He thought
he understood the pame ** Edoa.” Now, Mr. Clawson had a
dead daughter with whom he was extremely anxious to com-
municate, Her name wss Georgia Chastine, and she died a
fow yeara ago just after graduating from s school of dramatic
art.
REMARKABLE ANSWERS,

¢Mr, Clawson was very anxious to communicate with
this daughter and seemed to think the voice was hers, 8o dis-
regsrding the name which he took to be ** Edna,” he said :

¢ What was your pet name for me?” The voice replied, ** 1
slwaye called you * Daddie.’” This was the name that Georgia
had always used in addressing her father. He then said ** What
was your pet pame for your mother 1” and the voice replied,
¢ Muz and Muzzie.” This was also correct, as I have fre-
quently heard her use these names myself. Mr. Clawson then
asked for the voice to give his name, but the reply could not
be understood. 1 will say in explanation that the mother and
a baby of Mr. Clawson's were both dead, but he attempted to
carry on po further conversation with them at this time. Just
at this point another voice said, ** I am grandma.” Mr. Claw-
son maid, **Grandma who 1" 1 could not understand the words
in tho trumpet, but Mr. Clawson, who was listening, remarked :
** You say Grandma Daily? That's pretty good,” and turning
to me he said, *‘The voice ssys Grandme Daily is here,”
Just at this point Mra. Blake's strength failed her, and we had
to give up the sitting.

*When we were crossing the river Mr, Clawson told me
that the last voice said, **Davie's grandma is here,” but as he
and I are cousins he at first supposed this was our
common grandmother, and asked, * Grandma who1” 'Tho fact
is that I had & Grandmother Daily on my mother's side,

* Mrs. Biake did not keep the trumpet to her ear all the
time, but at times let it rest in her band and placed her palm
against the end of it, There was no cessation of the voices at
such times and her lips remained tightly closed. When the
trumpet lay in her hand the voices seemed to me to originate
in her hand, but when it was to her ear they seemed to me to
originate at her ear.

*8he told me that phe had heard the voices in her eara
when she was a little girl, and that some thirty years ago a
gentleman had a tin trumpet made for her to try. She then
discovered that any closed receptacle confined the voicea and
mado the sounds louder snd more distinct, Afterwards she tried
using the double trumpet. We returned to Huntiogton where
we met Professor Hyslop on his arrival, and in the evening we
sgain crossed the river to Mrs. Blake's home,

Mzuivw's Deap Sox.

* Whon wo arrived at Mrs. Blake's cottage no namea were
given to her, and we sat in her room., Woe sat for a very long
time with no reaults, and had about sbandomed all hope
of anything occurring when suddenly the deep-toned voice of a
man was heard, apparently about a foot below and bohind Mrs.
Blake's head. The voico was melodious, soft and low in pitch,
and very distinct. This is the voice that is claimed to be that of
her dead son, Abe. There was in it a note of sadness, and it
spoke theso words: ¢ My friends, I am sorry to say that owing
to my mothor's wesk condition it will be imponaible for us to give
apy manifeatations this evening that are worth anything. We
deeply regrot this, but it is beyond cur powor to give you any-
thing of value, as she is very weak."”

* 1t is hardly necossary to state that we refused to take this
siatomont an n dismissal, hut continued the sitting. In a short
time we hoard the voice of a man of a differcnt tone entirely,
which **Mr, X.” rocognined na that of his grandfather. The
tone was the same 8s that of the voices of real old men, The
conversation was commonplace, and then a much more robust
voice, with a far dooper tone, apoke and said ; ** Low, we will
give way to the othera.” Thin **Mr, X."” recognised as the
voice of his father.

¢ Those voices wore open ; that is, they were in no trumpet,
1 roached down to the floor and picked up the trumpet which
1 hiad brought with me, and soon a voice addressed me. 'The
voice could be heard issuing from the trumpet by the others
prosont, 1 mald, ** Who is this1” and I thought the voicoe
roplied, **randma Daily,” 1 said to Mrs, Blake, ** Whom do
you undoratand this to bo1” Bho roplied : **It sounds like
Grandma Daily.”

«1 thon naid, ** Well, grandma, what do you want to say 1”
Bho roplicd, **Davie, 1 love you, and mn all right, It'sall
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right, Davie. It's all right. And I want you to tell your
;:ott};ﬂr,"and tell hor that I am all right and happy, and Pap

, too.

‘I may hero remark that my grandmother Daily alwayy
cnll_ed me ‘‘Davie,” and she called my grandiather * Pap.”
I will also state that I have a sister Ada, but no one in that
part of the country could have known of this, and I was in no
way thinking of her at the time. This sister my grandmother
and we children always called *¢ Ady.” The voice immediately
continued as follows : —

¢ ' I want you to tell your mother and tell your father, Davie,
that I have talked to you, and I want you to tell Ada, too."
She pronounced the name * Ady,” just as she used to. This
was spoken very plainly, and came on me like a gleam of light
out of the darkness, but I wanted to mnake doubly sure, so [
asked the voice to repeat the name. It did so, and there was
no mistake as to its being ** Ady.”

¢ 1 then said, *‘ You mean Ada, do you?" and the voice
said, ** Yes, Davie, tell Ady.” I then said, ** What relation
is Ada?” and the voice replied, ** Sister Ada, Davie. You
know what I mean—you know what I mean. Tell Bister
Ad '"

y'I then decided to ask a question that the voice would be
unable to answer, if this were any kind of trickery. My
mother’s given names are ** Sarah Francis,” but she was always
called * Fanpie.” I said :—

¢+ ¢ Grandmsa, if you are my grandma, you know my
mother's first name. Tell it to me.”

¢ When I asked this question I really meant my mother's
given name and had in my mind the name **Fannie.” The
voice answered instantly, * Sarah.” I asked the voice torepest
the name. There was no doubt as to its being ** Sarah,” but
before pronouncing it I turned to Mrs. Blake and said, **Mrs.
Blake, what do you understand that name to bel "_ She
replied, ** It sounds like Sarah.” The voice grew inarticulate
here and I asked for an uncle to speak to me. In a few
minutes a man’s voice near the surface of the centre table ssid,
1 am here.” I said, ** If you are my uncle, give your name."

The voice then said, ** Dave, I am your Uncle Dave.” 1 ssid,
«1f you are my Uncle Dave, tell me your second name.” The
voice replied, **Duve, you were named after me” (which was
true), and continued some inarticulate words which could not
be understood. .

¢ Mra. Blake's strength seemed to be gone, so we discon-
tinued our experiments and returned across the river.’

(To be continued.)

ROCHESTER: ITS ‘RAPPINGS’ ITS SPIRITUAL

CHURCH.

AND

It is an appropriate and perhaps a significant fact that the
Spiritualists of Rochester, New York, have just become
possessed of a beautiful and commodious edifice, formerly known
as the Plymouth Congregational Church, It was at Hydes-
ville, s little village not far from Rocheater, that, in 1848, the
Fox family heard the famous rappings (sfterwards called the
¢ Rochester Rappings'). By putting questions they opened
up communication with the deceased pedlar who was producing
the raps, and thus originated the movement known as * Modern
Spiritualism’ ; and now, less than sixty yoars later, one of the
finest church buildings in the city has boen secured for, and
dedicated to, the teachings of the spiritual philosophy. The
Rev. B, F. Austin, who was declared a loretic by the
Methodists of Canada becauss of his spiritualistic tendencies,
has been engaged as pastor of the new Spiritualist church,
which building was formerly, it is asid, *the rendezvous for
the wealth and fashion of Rochester.” We wish our Rochester
friends every success in their work —both temporal and spiritual,

¢ Consvrousness AND MaTrer : Ax Tavant wy Tar Yoars,'
is tho title of a little volume *by an Indian,’ published ab
1a. 2d. post free by Mr, J. Wooderson, of 23, Oxford-street,
W. (formerly Nichols and Co.), which denls with states of con-
Bciousncas a8 separato from body and mind, and s teaching
these to act on spiritual lines. For the separation of the con-
ncioun being from mattor, we aro told, three things are roquired,
which, though apparontly simple, are * the essence of the oceult
philosophy of India, and noed a lifetimo of study nnd practice.’
Tho dofinition of * matter ' is given from an Indian point of

view, and includes much more than what wo usunlly undorstand
by that word,
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THE MEDIUM MILLER AT MUNICH,

Since Mr. Miller held the séances at Paris, described in
* Licut,’ pp. 382 and 398, he has visited Munich, where Mme.
Rufins Neoggerath, so well known to Paris Spiritualists, is now
residing, and a séance which he gave in her rooms is described
hy Colonel Joseph Peter, of Munich, in ¢Paychische Studien’
for October. This séance was of the nature of a prelimioary
trial in order that the sitters might judge of the general
character of the phenomena ; but, in fact, it was the only one
given at Munich, because Miller was called away by telegram
to his mother's sick-bed. It is unfortunate that * preliminary’
sittings are more common than séances under ¢ test conditions.’
That ¢ modern invention,’ the telegraph, is certainly greatly to
blame for this in the present instance.

In some of the Paris séances it is alleged that Mr. Klebar,
the medium’s companion, approached the medium just as the
séance was opening and assisted him in arrangipg the sitters.
At Munich, we are expressly told, Mr. Kiebar sat at the far
end of the room, beside the shaded lamp, and did not leave
his place for a moment during the séance. Before the sitting
Colonel Peter had ample time to examine the room, and he was
present when ome corner was screened off, by thick curtains
hung over cords, to form the cabinet., Miller was not searched,
but Colonel Peter thinks that the manifestations were not such
»d could possibly have been produced by fraud.

While Miller still sat outside the cabinet, the voice of
‘Betsy,’ his control, was heard from within the curtains, and
there were some luminous appearances, After the medium
had entered the cabinet various forms were seen, which did
not come out of the cabinet, but appeared in front of the cur-
teins, usually quite suddenly and unexpectedly, but in ome
case a luminous ball ‘gradually assumed a human shape in full
view of the company. The forms were not well seen on
account of the dim light, and the features could not be recog-
nised ; the outlines often appeared ill-defined. The first to
appear claimed to be Frederika Hauffe, the * Seeress of Pre-
vorst,” who came again later, and spoke both times in German.
Colonel Peter says expressly : ¢I have repeatedly spoken with
Mr, Miller ; he cannot speak the pure, fluent German used by
the phantom.’

Soon afterwards, three forms were seen together in front of
the cabinet, and one appeared to wear a shining diadem. They
disappeared simultaneously, and soon a man’s form introduced
himself by name to Mme. Neggerath, and asked that his wife
be told that he had shown himself. He passed in front of the
semi-circle of sitters, and dematerialised at about a yard from
Colonel Peter, taking leave of the company as he sank down
to the ground. ¢ Mother Shipton,’ the Epglish prophetess of
three hundred years ago, also purported to appear, and then
a little Indian girl, ¢ Susie,’ came suddenly into the circle, no
one could tell how ; she said she had materialised behind Mme.
Neggerath’s chair. A child's figure sang an American nursery
rhyme, and then came the development of ¢Dr, Benton’ from
a luminous ball, Immediately after this form had disappeared,
¢ Botsy ' horself materialised (she had from time to time given
explanations, apparently by the direct voice) and called atten-
tion to the fact that she was a coloured woman. Some of the
sitters saw her dark face and arms. ‘She disappeared sud-
denly, with a hasty farewell, as almost all the apparitions seen
at this séance did—as suddenly as a light when it is extin-
guished.! Miller came out of the cabinet almost at the same
moment.,

After remarking that the séance was not held for the pur-
poso of convincing sceptics, and that it was given disinter-
catedly to a few personal friends of tho hostess, Colonel Peter
gives his opinion as follows :—

¢'To tho initiated, the phonomena at this sitting are con-
vincing as regards their genuineness. The forms, though not
plainly scen in detail, were all so full of life, so genuinely
human in their movements and general appearance, that none
of tho sitters had the slightest doubt of their reality, The
voices wore entirely different, not only in timbre, but also in
compnss and articulation, and always characteristic. Those
who sy that & ventriloquist can do as much, have probably
never heard one ; I have heard meveral, and can assert that
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such voices as were heard at this séance cannot be produced
by the ventriloquist's art. Then, again, the phantoms, without
exception, both appeared and disappeared in front of the cur-
tain ; moreover, one form materialised before our eyes, and
another gradually dematerialised in full view. I consider it
simply impossible to produce such a spectacle as this de-
materialisation, under the same circumatances and in the same
surroundings, by aby trick or artifice whatever,’

‘OUIJA’ BOARD COMMUNICATIONS.

In a recent issue of the * Progressive Thinker,’ ¢ Roy M. B.’
asks Mr, Tludson Tuttle if he can give any explanation that
will help him to understand some difficulties which he had ex-
perienced in copnection with communications which he had
received through the ¢Ouija.’ He said :—

¢One night my father made the statement that all things
that had an end could be forecasted if the apirit had the neces-
sary power. He said he could forecast certain things (ina
limited degree, of course), and when in the spirit realms he
knew when he was right, but when he came to the material
plane his control over our strength, magnetism, &c., was not
sufficient for him to tell us correctly. Thia part I can readily
underetand, because our thoughts, &c., influence his. He also
gaid he knew when he was telling us that it was wrong, but
could not prevent it. Now it seemed to us that he had good
control, and was runniog the board so smoothly and strongly
that he could have said anything he wished. 1f you can give

me any explanation of this that will help to clear it up, I shall
be very thankful.’

Mr. Tuttle, in reply, said :—

¢You are to be congratulated on not calling ** evil apirits ”
in explanation. This is the usual method and at once precludes
further investigation. If the spirit directly moved the board,
there would be no conflicting influence. As it is, it is through
the medium, supplemented by the circle, that the spirit con-
trols, and hence the movement is the result of two or moro
influences—is a blend. It will be evident from this that com-
munications may be given which will not be the full and com-
plete thoughts of the spirit, but which may be broken into by
those of the medium, or persons near.

* As the transmission of a message depends on the perfeo:
tion of the instrument, the insulation of wires, and atmo-
spheric conditions, so the faithful rendition of communications
depends on the state of the medium and environments, and
these can only be perfected by persistont effort.

* In all cases like this one which perplexes our correspondent,
the best method of procedure is to go on undisturbed by seem-
ing discrepancies, rejecting and accepting according to oviderice,
and not expecting perfect communications. By so doing, and
by avoiding antagonism with the controls, they will gain in
power and become all that is required.’

The above rational and suggestive thoughts by Mr. Tuttle
will, we think, prove helpful to inquirers in this country ;
especially to thoso who use Planchette’ or ¢ Ouijs,’ or who
practiso sutomatic writing. The teadency to attribute to * evil
epirits’ overything which is confusing or difficult to comprehend,
is one which needs to be watched and combated. Difficultios
have to bo overcome on both sides, and careful observation,
persistent experimont, an open mind and a fearless spirit are

neoded if freer intercourse and more porfect results are to be
attained,

Sotence AND A Future Live.—An edition of Dr, James H.
Hyalop's * Science and a Future Life,’ the fourth, has now boen
published by G. P. Putnam’s Souns in London, so that this
valuable work i8 more easily obtainable than formerly, and
both this and the corresponding work by the same author,
¢ Fnigmas of Psychical Resoarch,’ can bo had from the office of
¢Liant' for 6s, each (postage 4d. ench), As we reviewed
¢ Boience and a futuro Life’ on pp. 307 and 386 of * Liunt' for
1905, and * Enigmas’ on p, 362 of the present volume, we need
say no moro than that they together show how large a mass of
cumulative evidence attests the fact that there is in men a
principle which, even nccording to scientific logic, must be
una'ﬂeo'ted by the wearing out of the material mechanism through
which it has been accustomed to manifest itself to our senses,
and must therofore survive tho doath of the body. In the
concluding chapter of the work before us, Profossor Hyslop

shows how doeply the acceptance of this truth affucts othics and
religion, by giving them an assured foundation.
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ASPIRATION.

Inspiration and aspiration are the very breath of life
of the spirit, the indrawing of the unseen vital forces and
the outbreathing of the soul’s longing :—receptivity and
response.  This profound truth never more needed preach.
ing than to-day. An unimaginative materialism and a
flimsy worldliness are largely in possession of the public
mind, to the exclusion of serious desires and sober thoughts
on things unseen. For one who will believe in an unsecn
guide there are a thousand who will put their faith in a
visible priest: and, for one who is serious enough to care
for a priest there are a hundred who revel in the atmo-
sphere of a music hall or who arc anxious about ‘the odds.’

Even the organised Religion of the day is increasingly
given over to things spectacular and sensational. Great’
churches advertise the music for the day. Magic lanterns
are invoked to stir up languid interest. Some find salva.
tion in a brass band and a hig drum : others put their faith in
ritual and millinery : and even most Spiritualist assemblies
have to offer clairvoyance and tests. They who keep to
the old ways, and offer chiefly worship, aspiration and
prayer, are few and far between, and are left very much
alone.

1t is a state of things not to be assailed. Fighting it
will do no good. Probably there is a certain amount of
revolting from some excess the other way that has to be
worked off. If so, it will bave its day and cease to be, and
the tired and thirsty wanderer and' rebel will come back
for the water of life and rest and peace. We hope it
may be 8o, for we are persuaded that the greatest bappi-
ness and the truest blessedness are to be found in the
green pastures and by the still waters.

This being our outlook, we givoa special welcome to
u little book which professcs to he no more than
‘Devotional Aspirations” 1t is by Euphemia (Effie)
Johnson, and is published by Samucl Bagster and Sons.
"Phere are about fifty short aspirations, most of them (not

all) quite suitable for what we know as * Common Prayer,’
or praying together. Dut, though they are all intensely
religious and devotional in spirit, the language is often
far removed from the conventional phrasing of prayer:
and this we cannot help feeling is rather an advantage
than otherwise as being more arresting and seeming more

real.

ILIGHT.

[October 20, 1906,

There is in them, moreover, what is so often lacking in
prayers—real thought, strong, tense and vivid. They
appeal to us as the keen thinkings of a stirred soul before
God.  We shrink a little from it, but we feel urged to give
some specimens of what we mean by unconventional
phrasing and real thought :—

Father of all light and love, who constantly, for couutloss
centuries, hast unfolded the sequence of the seasons and deve-
loped the mystery—life, Whose Eternity bailles our finite com-
prehension, —in Thy Name we are assembled together now, to
receive, if may be, some token of its unity and coatinuity.

* +

How sorely we stand in need of Thee, dear Father, in mind,
in heart, and in body, Thou alone knowest. Have pity upon
us! Our dulness of perception to Thy never-failing manifesta-
tions quells us. Awaken it! Our selfishness of heart is sad
enough to have grieved the Spirit of our God. Shame it!

* *

To our prayer lend Thy powerful aid, O Heavenly God,
that we may aspize in good earneat, and by life-long effort, to
all these higher paths of truth, that at last we may reach unto
that state and sphere of perfection where—according to
prophetic word—there is no lie.

* *

At early morn the soul aspires to its Maker, to the Father
of all, the Author of undiscoverable perfection,—illimitable
law, of the working and interworking of all power. Maguifi-
cence of Mercy, retired within all law, the soul must ever
aspire to reach Thee, if possible, on the wings of yearning, of
imagination, and of love.

* *

Blessed God, in Whose dispensation the development of
ethics unfolds to brighter and clearer issues, to higher and better
standards as time goes op, we, Thy servants, would pray this
evening for the equal recognition in civilised states of all parts
component to them,

¥ *

Let the Christ law prevail over the war spirit, O Heavenly
God ; and give to Right the dominion which Might usurps,
Bless every effort which is being made to this end. Grant
that men may know murder to be murder—wherever they
meet it, and however gaily trapped and capsrisoned it be,

There is much more in the book of the same kind,
strongly suggesting, not formal prayer, but the earnest,
almost resolute, speaking of the human spirit to the divine.
The very titles of the prayers are arresting: such as
these, for instance:—For rarer experionces, Against
mercenariness, For truthfulness, To God perfect, For
bigh purposes, Against waste of time, On behalf of
children, For civil progress, Against restlessness, For
thought cleansing and nutriment, For those who
pass—self-sent from earth, On the preservation of ideals.
These subjects give a fair idea of the purpose of this strong
aspirant who over and over again suggests deep and bright
knowledge of the spirit-people and spiritual things. Indoed
there is one daring prayer bravely addressed to and
entitled, * To the angels.” We give it all :—

To the beautiful messengers of the living God let us pray
this morning ; for their strength of purpose, for their purity
of idea, for their holiness of conduct, for the joyance of courage
which actuates the brightness and endurance of their energy.

Yassing—as ye must be in multitudinous ministration—
O touch us with but the atmosphere from your wings, and
earth's clouds shall melt from before your effulgence !

Nothing sluggish or evil can live in the purifying rush of
angelic energy,~nor can dull care, nor poisonous broodings.

Opward | Upward ! are the angelic passwords. Let us, too,
catch their strain, and follow the happy impulse.

Let God's Will be the moviog power; God's Work the
ceaselens quent,

Btovp and touch us, O workers for good, sweet harbingers
of grace—that our lives may feel and recognise thine uplifting
inl!ueuces,four hearts rejoice in sympathetic harmonies
accordant with thine own. Then shall our earthly sojourn be
but the avenue which shall lead us to the heavenly,

There is, for a wonder, an oddness of grammar in the
last paragraph, but this may have a meaning, something
like Tennyson's

What God und Man is,
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Bat, in any case, the word ‘your’ would have beon
bettor than *thine,’ as in tho second paragraph.

It only remains to say that the work (except for the
excesgively heavy gold lettering on the cover) is very
beautifully presented in red and black, with bold type and
perfect paper.  Our only complaint is that the prayers are
to0 short.  Muny of them are only like tho beginning of
prayers, that * For spiritual strength,’ for instance; but
that may have its uses, in starting thoughts and aspira-
tions from within,

A DANGER SIGNAL.

We discussed in a recent article the effect of spiritual-
istic studics on religion. There are other points in this
connection which may be considered with advantage.

One of the main effects of religious teaching ought to
be to counteract the tendency, to which every soul is
naturally prone, to be self-centred. We do not say that
this is the cflect in all cases. By no means; there are
phases of religious teaching which produce the contrary
results. Certain manuals of devotion, and some ministers
of roligion, inculcate constant self-scrutiny. No doubt
this is done with the intention of encouraging self-know-
ledge and watchfulness, but self-scrutiny may easily be
overdone. Some religious persons are markedly self-con-
wious and self-centred.  Elizabeth Barrett Browning
writes :—

‘ We are wrong always when we thiok too much
Of what we think or are ; albeit our thoughts
Be verily bitter as self-sacrifice,

We're no less selfish ! ’

Other forms of religious teaching dwell almost exclu-
sively on the importance of self-development. It is possible
to insist on the divinity of man’s nature, and to constantly
direct attention to the divinity within a man’s own soul,
in such a way as to stimulate an unhealthy sense of self-
importance. Of course, self-knowledge, watchfulness, and
the realisation of the Divine Self within, are matters of
the greatest importance, but if they are emphasised unduly,
that is to say, without sufficiently realising the comple-
mentary truths, religion itself becomes a snare and a cause
of degeneration.

Religion ought to direct the soul from self up towards
the Infinite, the Highest. Worship should be self-forgetting,
it should be concentration on the nof-I.  This is frequently
lost sight of, Many forms of devotion direct thought upon
self, not from self. What kind of effect bas Spiritualism
on religion in relation to this danger of self-centredness?
It is hardly possible to answer the question when put in
this way, because the effect produced by any study always
depends largely on the mental and spiritual attitude of
the student. 'We will therefore inquire, rather, what effect
ought Spiritualism to produce ?

We must admit, to begin with, that in very many cases
those who call themselves Spiritualists are charactorised
by o considerable sense of their own importance. The
possession of paychic gifts is really, of course, no more a
reagon for self-conceit than the posscssion of other gifts.
But the possessors are apt to feel themselves ‘specially
blessed,’ and there is great and subtle danger in this foel-
ing. It is botter to pray—

*Give me an heart that beats

In all its pulses with the common heart

Of human kind, which the same things make glad,

The same make sorry.’
1t is better and safer to pray for this than to desire excep-
tional gifts, Exceptional gifts will be given to those for
whom they are destined, and in that caso ‘a way of escape ’
will he made for the roceiver that he may be ablo to bear’
them. DBut it scoms us if only a minority find that way
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of cscapo; the majority deteriorate. Or, if this is too
pessimistic a view to take, we will say that the majority
barely avoid deterioration, and many succumb. Thus, one
of the results of becoming a Spiritualist, in many cases, is
that the natural pronencss of the heart of man—
¢+ To set itself upon a private base,

To have wherein to glory of its own,

Beside the common glory of the kind,'
comes strongly into evidence.

Aud yet this isreally an absurd result. It scems child-
ishly foolish, when we consider it. For Spiritualism ought
to do exactly the reverse. It opens to our view an awful im.
mensity, a universe of beings, above us, and below us, and
around us. In this immensity we are plunged; of it we
form individually an infinitesimal part. It is true that in
u real sense the importance of every individual life is en-
hanced by the realisation of the magnitude and dignity
and co-ordination which pervades the whole :—

¢'Tis the sublime of Man—

Our noontide majesty—to know ourselves

Part and proportion of one wondrous whole.’
No unit of this ¢ wondrous whole’ can be of no account
all arc needed, yes, needed, for the completion of the pur-
poses of the Eternal Spirit. But a sense of individual
value in this way is entirely distinct from, and inconsistent
with, the puerile self-importance of the self-centred man.

In o pamphlet recently printed for private circulation
we came upon the following in reference to a work by
Professor Lombroso on the psychology of criminality. The
writer says i~—

* Taking into consideration the criminal's moral insensibility,
his unrepentant attitude of miad, kis great vantty ' (the italics
are our own), * his fickleness, &c., Lombroso concluded that in
this respect also the criminal was differently constituted from
ordinary man.’

It isa little startling to find ‘great vanity ' classed as
one of the prominent tendencies of a degraded type of
humanity. The writer continues:—

* The majority of the criminals he studied showed this
type, or at least some of ita characteristics. Lombroso, how-
ever, never stated that a man showing these characteristics
must, of necessity, become a criminal. He only considered
these anomalies as the expression of certain natural tendencies
in the individual that might produce criminality.’

There is comfort in this reflection. There is hope for
us, even if we are egregiously conceited; we may yet
escape the dock ! But the tendency needs to be watched,
for it is indicative of lack of balance, and its develop-
ment in those who believe in the vast hierarchy of spiritual
existences is undoubtedly an anomaly.

We are allied to Angels and Archangels and all the
Company of Heaven ; so also are the news-vendor and the
crossing-sweeper ; they, too, are links in the great chain,
and possibly the degree of difference between the culti-
vated and psychically gifted man and one of these is small,
by comparison with the difference betwecn the most highly
endowed psychic and the lofty buings who veil their faces
before the perfection of God. '

Let us, however, be on our guard against the error of
supposing that humility is to be secured by self-deprecia-
tiori- On this point Phillips Brooks bas said some wise,
far-secing things., e writes:—

*1. note again, as a characteristic of the morality of son-
ship, the way in which it secures humility by aspiration and
not by depression. How to secure humility is the hard problem
of all aystems of duty. He who does work, just in proportion
to the faithfulness with which he does it, is always in danger
of self-conceit, To such a problem the Christian
morality brings its vast conception of the universs. Above
each man it sets the infinite life. Tho identity of nature
between that life and his, while it onables him to emulate that
life, compels him, also, to compare himsolf with it. The more

zenlously he aspires to imitate it, the more clearly he must en-
counter the comparison, The higher he climbs the mountain
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the moro ho loarna how the high mountain in past his olimbe
ing. . ., Humility comes by aapiration ; to-day the
romcue of a soul from foolish prido must be, not by a deprecias
tion of peesont attainment, but by oponing more and more tho
vastneas of future posaibility ; . . not by denying his own
atature, but by standing up at his whole hoight and then look-
ing up in love and awe, and soeing Ged tower into intinitude
above him.’

Nolf-concoit has many ways of oluding and deluding
us. A man may talk much of his dopendoncs on spirit
Kidance, and may imagino that it is bis guide and not
himsolf that ho is exalting, whon really it is othorwise.
Thero is neod to bowaro; poril lies in this direction.
Marcus Aurclius bas said, warningly, * Nothing is moro

scandalous thau a man who is proud of his humility.’

A COUNCIL CHAIRMAN AS WATER-FINDER.

1t is not ofton that we hear of the divining-rod being auc-

cosafully used by s promivent local ofticial as a moans for
finding water, but a good case of this description is reported
in the *Daily News' for (ctober 18th. Mr, H. W, Golding,
of Braintree, Fasex, chairman of the local council, some time
aince discorered that he posseased the peculiar faculty of using
the * divining-rod,’ and haa since been excroising it as a hobby.
The *Daily Nows ' says :—

‘In this way he has helped many neighbouring farmers,
clargymen, and landowners, the latest and most promising case
beiog that of Mr. Horbert Tritton, the London baoker. Mr.
Tritton had spent a large sum of money in search of water
upon his Essex farms, but had failed. Mr. Golding was able,
howerer, to indicate four different spota upon the farms from
which water is now being freely pumped. Mr. Golding claims
to have succeeded in each of the oases that he has attempted.
In an interview he atated :—

***I cannot understand it, but the fact remains, and caonot
be controverted, that I have found water in twenty-five cases
after unsuccesaful attempts had been made by others to locate
it. In many cases uselees * wells,’ eighty foet deep, had been
sunk, but at the spots indicated by my wand, often not twenty
feot away from the useless pits, a boundless supply of water
has boen found, ahortly after breaking the ground.

***When 1 get over a place where there is underground
water 1 can tell at once the direction of the Sow and its width ;
in fact, it is as though I can see the stream in the earth. I
wish some scientific man who is not projudiced would investigate
the matter. Some scientific men pooh-pooh the idea, but I can
show them my wells. 1 am an amatour, and not & professional
water-finder. [ have followed it as a hobby, and should like
to see it investigated scientifically.”*

Professor W, F. Barrett, of the Royal College of Science,
Dublio, writes to the * Daily News,' of ()ctober 16th, referring
to his own researches on the divining-rod, published in Parta
XXXIL and XXXVIII. of the * Proceedings ' of the S.P.R.,
and copcluding with the following statement :—

*Though a hazel or willow twig has been genorally used,
the rod iteslf may be of any material ; it is merely an index
of » muscular spaam on the part of the dowser, an automatic
action which oocurs with certain persons when they are near to,
or imagine they are near to, the object of their search—what-
sver that object may be.'

Now the question is, what produces the muscular spasm 1
Un this point our readers will no doubt be able to form their
owa opinioa.

Loxoox Srinrrvarist Ausiaxcs.—The meetings of the
Loodoo 8piritualist Alliance in the Salon of the Royal Society
of Brtish Artists, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall East, will com-
mence on Friday next, the 26th inst., when Dr. Abraham
Wallaoe will deliver an Address. Ficept on that , the
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ARE ‘CURES’ BY HYPNOTIC SUGGESTION
PERMANENT ?

Dr. Quackenbos, judging from the article in ¢ Liant' of
Septomber 8th, p. 430, is enthusiastio over the value of
hypnotio suggostion as & therapeutic agent, but opinions are
vory much divided upon that point and it is questionable
whother patients aro pormanently and morally ¢ cured * by such
moAns. A writer in * Mind ' recently pointed out that :—

‘Tho improvoment of A man's moral nature, if Lrought
about by ¢*suggestion” under trauce-conditions (when mo
effort of the individual himsolf is brought to bear upon his
moral liboration), has neither sanotion nor support from ovolu-
tion, and it nover becomes a vital or dynamic part of growth,
It is a more vonoer, incapable of touching the deeper springs of
man's naturo ; and such & **cure,” instoad of being of true
assistanco to a morally diseased person, simply bars him from
the opportunity of solf-conquoest and the consequent generating
of conscious moral strength through the action of volitional,
doliberate choice.

¢Tho evolution of man admits of no vicarious atonement,
Man must work out his own salvation, There are no victories
without battles. It is a fact, evident to every person who has
taken his life in earnest, that evolution goes up-hill—along the
cragry heights of moral conquest, To blindfold a timid fellow-
teaveller, and by some mechanical contrivance despatch him
from acclivity to acolivity, from preocipice to precipice, will
only serve to make him atill more helpless and unfit to climb
the new and ever loftier ascouta of progression, which require
the strength attained from already mastered difficulties,

tWhile it is our duty to be of help and service to our
follow-men, wo must carefully discriminate as to the kind of
assistance we furnish. The best aid we can render an indi.
vidual is to help him to help himself. Conscience, Judgment,
Reflection—these are counsellors given for our guidance in
life ; and any attempt to improve our moral pature through
the suspension of any or all of these functions—as is the case
in the hypnotic trance—will result in an impediment to true
progress. The difference—great and fundamental—between
Nature’s hypnotism, if we niay use the term, and that of man
lies in the fact that the former enhances and promotes the
action of Self-consciousness, while the latter enfeebles and
arrests it. Naturo addresses her influences to the wide-atoake
conaciousness of her subjects, while a human hypnotiser sioks
his subjects into slesp and mental aberrations.’

While it is true that the hypnotiser stands between a man
and his conscience, or perhaps it would be nearer the truth to
say that he becomes, for the time, the conscience of his patient
and enforces the decrees of conscience in a way that the patient
cannot do for himself, the whole point at issue is whether
hypnotism weakens the will or strengthens it. The writer
above quoted says :—

¢ The issues confrouting humanity and demanding solation
are too grave to permit the play of so fatal a sport as hypnotism,
since through tho latter the mind, instead of gaining the
strength and impregnable firmness necessary for its protection,
is undermined and weakened at its very foundation., . .
Nature cannot be bribed. With consummate vigour she resists
every inroad made on her domain. Physical and moral ruin
and mental aberraticn and insanity are among the penalties she
exacts from those who attempt to storm her fortresses without
being morally armed for the undertaking. And thisarmament
—invulnerable and invincible—conaists of Love and good will,
purity of motive and universalily of purpose. When the disciple
is ready for the lesson, the Master will be present and ready to
teach him.'

Tur Rovar CoxMuissioNn oX VivisgorioN,—The *Aboli-
tionist * of October 16th contains a lengthy article on the con-
stitution of the Royal Commission on Vivisection, showing
that ‘of the five medical investigators placed on the Com-
mission, three are, or have been, liconsed vivisectors, another
is a pronounced supporter of the practice, and the fifth has

mesting® this year will be held on Thureday evenings, as usual.

Ancupracox CoLisy avbp Ma. Maskxiyxe,.—We under-
stand that a claim has just bean received by Archdeacon Colley's
logal adviser, from Mr. Maskelyne's solicitor, for the £1,000,
and that there is an action {or libel pending in connection with
this matter in consequence of certain statements made by Mr,
Maskelyne in his pamphiet entitled * The History of a Thousand
1'ounds Challenge.’  The solicitor whe ia acting for Mr. Colley
ia Mr. K. R. Berocold Skeels, who, it will be remembaerod,
acted for Mr, Craddock at the recent trial at Edgware.

publicly declined to ally himaelf with the Anti-Vivisectors.'
here are two legal members and two other M.P.'s, Colonel
Lockwood, who has on several occasions moved a Restriction
Bill in the House of Commons, and Mr. James Tomkinson,
who is said to be in favour of the total abolition of vivisection.
'I:ho * Abolitionist * thinks that though some little sop may be
given to Anti-Virisection, yot practically the law will remain
as at the present time. Regret is expressed that a pronounced
Anti-Vivisectionist medical expert was mot placed upon the
Com_mmion. Friends of the cause are thercfore urged to
oontinue the struggle by every meoans in their power.
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A DISCUSSION ON REALITY.

A friond has sent us a cutting from the *Daily Mail,’ of
Octobor Gth, containing an amusing dinlogue, contributed by
Mr. H. Knight Horsfield, ontitled * Tho Ghost and the Stock-
broker—A Quostion of Renlity.' Tho ghost has decidedly the
bost of the argumont all through, and we are inclined to con-
sidor it n *sign of the times’ that the * Daily Mail ' should
publish so fair & summary of the claims of the Spirit World on
our respectful attontion, The conversation opens with a point
which is the key to the argument :—

*“Tho odd thiog,” said the Ghost, *‘is that you never
quite belioved in us before,”

‘4] don't believe in you now,” said the Broker. *¢Idon't
want to appear discourteous, but after all you may be merely
o subjective hallucination. How can I be certain that you are
ot the outcome of indigestion 7"

¢4 Yot you're a apirit yourself,” said the Ghost. ** You
don't mean seriously to contend that the twelve or fourteen
stones of carbon, phosphate of lime, and so on, which you
chanco to carry about with you, can run a complicated busi-
nees like yours? It doesn't seem common sensc to me.”’

The Broker objects that the Ghost appears transparont and
immaterinl—too easily seon through; but the Ghost calmly
proposes to argue the matter. He obtains the admission that

the Broker's senses are ‘not to be implicitly relied op,’ and
retorts :—

*1 am glad that you do not pin your faith too exclusively
to tho ovidence of your five senses, Blost people do. Indeed,
curiously, they identify the senses with themselves. The five
senses are merely the chanoels through which all outside intelli-
gonce reaches you. Sometimes they act imperfecily; then
you are deceived. Sometimes thoy fail you altogether ; then
you are in the dark, However, I am not at all concerned to
establish my own reality, What I wish to make perfectly
clear is the reality of you,”

¢ $'The reality of me 7" said the Broker.
goes without saying.”

¢ +In that case you should realise that we are fellow-spirits
—that you, in fact, are a ghost just as much as I am.”’

The Broker demurs: his existence is a fact known to
hundreds ; his signature commands capital ; his identity can be
proved by reliable witnesses ; but the Ghost may be merely ‘a
new and somewhat serious form of biliousness.” The Ghost
replies :—

¢ Surely that

¢t In the first place, your friends know you largely by your
dress. Disguised as a sweep or a convict, you might pass
through the City unrecognised, The next outward and visible
sign of your identity, you would say, is your flesh, a sort of
chemically prepared outer garment, which on analysis would
not be found to differ from those of the many thousands who
throng the City. But what is there in these, I ask, by right
of which this stockbroker, clad by the same tailor, coated by
tho same chemicals, stands distinct from his fellows? Is it by
some marked peculiarity in the exercise of his senses ? Does
he see or hear more or less clearly? Does he think more or
less acutely 1 No ; these differences would never amount to
identity. It is the spirit which is himself, and which is always
» thing apart, wherein the difference lies. And it is with the
spirit, disposed of all extraneous matter, that I claim kinship.”’

To this the Broker objects :—

t¢ But stop my brain, the organ by which I think, and
know that I think, and where am I then? . . What then
becomes of your seer and hearer and thinker? The conscious
Ego, you say, has departed elsewhere. You hare not given
one atom of proof of this. What is obvious is that life, what-
over it may Le, has merely ceased to be. When you blow out
a candle, you do not profess that the flame has gone to illumi
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somotimes cloaving to its prison-house and fearing the outer
air, somotimes longing to be free 1"’

The comparison of the life-principle to the flame of a candle,
which has no governing consciousness behind it, having been
shown to be inadequate, the Broker dismisses the Ghost on
tho plea of a telephone-call, and the Ghost passes into
invisibility aud goes home, wondering that incarnate spirits
should be such ‘hide-bound dogs,’ who blame the excarnate
for not making the fact of their existence clearer to them!

WILLIAM BLAKE ON IMAGINATION,

A short study of William Blake's spiritual teaching, by
Carl Heath, in * Broad Views' for October, lays great stress on
Blake's mannor of regarding imagination as a real psychic faculty
of apprehending the inner truth of Nature, maintaining that the
ideal world was the only real one, and that *all thiogs exist in
the human imagination.’ Blake said :—

+The world of imagiation is the world of cternity. 1t is
the divine bosom into which we shall all go after the death of
the vegetated body. The world of imagination is infinite and
eternal, whereas the world of generation or vegetation is finite
and temporal. Jmagination is the divine vision. I look
through the eye and oot with it. Imagination is a thing, or
rather a region, in which the real things exist, and of whose
life they are made liviog. Not being of perishable material its
inhabitants must needs be immortal. Whatever drives us to
exercise this faculty tends to increase and nourish the
indestructible soul.’

Imagination, says Mr. Heath, is thus the saving element
which makes it possible for man to see Nature as Symbol,
a3 a form merely of mental existence, to see through the
material world to what lies behiod. Without the revelation
wrought by imagination, Nature was, in Blake's teaching, a
mere delusion, and it was by and throngh this revelstion that
we could alone comprehend life and be redeemed from Nature's
death, Mr, Heath continues :—

*In one of his poems Blake calls on the Muses to sing
*‘Man's fall into division aud his resurrection into unity.”
This is the universal history which his prophetic poems tell of.
** For One must be All and contain within Himself sl things,
both small and great.” It is, ashe would say, the perpetual aim
of divine love to persuade all lives ** to unite as one man,”—to
get rid of the egotism of thought and feeling, so that thought
and feeling may become the ** divine members.”

*This, very shortly, is Blake's spiritusl teaching. And this
teaching, the emphaais laid on the spiritual in life, which came
to him by vision, by intuition, by a daily living of his soul on
the mountain tops, was set forth in poem and picture, in word
and in colour, in prophetic denunciation sud in tenderest lyric,
strenuously, without doubt, with the firmest optimism,
through all opposition and contempt and neglect, ending after
seventy years with a death-bed song of triumph.’

This inver knowledge of life, Mr. Heath considers, *this
attaching of humanity to the spiritual realities, this growing
consciousness of what the hidden being really is,’ is * just what
all modern metapsychic and psychological research is teaching
us,’ and Blake is now * beginning to take his rightful place as
a prophet of mankind.'

SririrvaLisy For TAE YouNa.—The British Spiritualists’
Lyceum Upion has just issued a third edition of Mr. Alfred
Kitson's *Qutlines of Spiritualism for the Young,’to be had
of the author at Hangiog Heaton, Dewsbury, Yorks, price
1s. 8d. and 2s., postage 3d. Itisa I of the el tary
facts of Spirituslism, suited for the instruction of the youang,
whether in Lyceums or in families, and contains a history of

some other room."”
*The Ghost paused. ** Let us come back to the senses,”
it said. **We agree that the ruin of the eye does not destroy
the seer. By what process of reasoning, then, do you assume
that the ruin of the brain—itself merely a physical organ—must
destroy the thinker 1 Again, you speak of touching the vital
principle, Have you the remotest idea what the vital principle
is1 lo what way does it resemble the flame of a candle, which
can be snuffed out for good and all? Men who study death
carefully will tell you that sometimes the organism is nearly
wrecked before death appears; at other times it is barely
touched. Or, again, they will tell you that the will to live
will rotard death, and the readineas to die acculorate it. What
is this vital principle, then 7 A candle’s lame or a living thing,

the mos t, with portrait of A. J. Davis, a description of
the spirit world as seen by those who claim to have visited it,
chapters ob the teachings of Spiritualism, oo the virtues to be
encouraged and vices to be restrained, and on the conceptions
of various nations with regard to a futuro state. A discourse
on Children’s Progressive Lyceums is added, which should be
useful to teachers and parents. We are not sure that we like
Mr. Kitson's attempt to introduce the adoption of the word
tsoul’ for the individual apirit, and he is incorrect in saying
that tho Quakers used to speak oaly * when the spirit people
moved thom." Their claim was, and is, to speak ‘when the
Spirit moves thew '—a complotely different idea. Are not
the doscriptions which are given of the howmos of the * children
of the Summer-land ’ almost as likely to be taken in too literal
and objective a sens0 as the Now Jerusalem of Revelation !



502

THE LARGER KNOWLEDGE,

In the * Metaphynical Magazine,” for October, Dr. Alex-
ander Wilder discuswes ' Knowing and Foreknowing,' with
special emphasis o the fact that the whole of * supernsturslism,’
including the prophetic faculty, proves the cxistence of an
extended power of koowing, which is, in scveral respocts,
auperior to our ordinary knowledge. It is superior in range
of subject ; superior in that ‘all uvents are microred in the
world beyond,’ and the individusl whoss perceptions arv vivi-
Ged to a proper acuteness may know of them beforchand ; hut
above all it is superior in easence :—

*The true knowledye penetrates into the world of causcs.
What is commonly termed acientific rescarch in necessarily
limited to the region of effects. All that we learn by corporal
sense and include by the meaauring-line of our underntanding,
belong in the categury of the mutable and peristing. Know-
ledge properly wo-called is the knowing of that which has resl
being. 1t is not a colloction of gleanings of numervus specific
facta, but an epergy beyond thewm all, transcending all avd includ-
ing all. Buch knowing embraces truths which sre not appro-
hended in this world of sensc—motives, principles, thiogs
immutable ; luve, juatice, besuty, virtue, temperance.
*This knuwledge is the most precious of treasures, What
we knuw we possess.  Knowing love which is beyond selflish-
Dess, justics without perversion, beauty that is beyond the
superficial, virtue which in not mere outaide negation or arti-
ficial merit, temperance which is the equilibriurn of thesuul, we
include them as the elementa of vur heing. We have our home
and cvuntry o the realm where they sre indigenvus and
perennial, . ., The soul, involved and held fast in the ashes
of physical existence, will manifest its divine qualities when
warmed by love and knowledge into conscivusness and activity.
It will divine, ezhibit superior powers of perception, utter
uracles, perform wonders, such aa the bealing of sickpess and
restoring of minds that are wandering, and will rise to the
heights of sublime bervism. . ., Buch koowledge is not a
reasuniny faculty like the understanding, but an instinct of the
higher soul.’

Dr. Wilder gives many instances from sncient history to
show how general has boen the belief in the prophetic faculty,
and quites Jamblichos, who says : * The pight-time of the budy
is the day-time of the ssul ' ; alsv, contioues Dr, Wilder :—

‘In slesp, Iamblichos declares, as in entrapcement, aod in

profound cuntemplation, the soul is freed from the restraint of
the body, and enters upon the life of the higher intellect. The
**pobler facuity " awakes in its power, enabliog the mind,
which cuntaine in itaelfl the begionings of all that happens, to
discern the future in thuse antecedent principles which make
the future what it is to be. This superivr part of the soul is
thue & participant of the power and koowledge of God.'

Men having thess powers wsre represented by the same
phikeopher as speaking s wisdum which they do pot understand,
80 that their facultios, almorbed in s divioe power, become the
ogents of o superior will.  This seeins ) reler b inspirations)
or trance mediutnship,

o
—

AN ‘AT HOME' AT 110, 6T. MARTIN'E LANE.

On Thursday sfternsn, the 11th iost., from 3t 6 p.m.,
the Heoma of the Loudon Bpirituslist Alisnce were thronged
with Members 30d Asacistes whe had assembled io renpoone
W the invitation of the Council to o house-warming * At
Home,! The evlarged lecture rovin gave genersl satinfac.
tivn, sod the hum of many vuices showed that the friends
thoroughly apprecisted and availed themnelves to the full of
the vpportunity for scis) converastion aod exchapge of idess
ond experiences, Tes was served duriog the sfternoon, snd »
very happy time was smuch enjuyed by sl) present, many of
whomn expressed the hope that ther meetings of the kind
wiuld be held during the winter,

A setien oA additiinal meetings will he held for short Jec-
turen st trance widremes, oo Wednesdays, from 6 0 7 pmn.,
sod on Wednesdny nest M. Aygnew Jackwm, of Austrslia,
will Lo the speaker.

A Fuesiny Nonce. -The *Progressive Thinker,” of
Octoher 6th, devoted nestly thres columna b estracts from
rocent isauen of ¢ fient’ under the heading ‘The Cresn of
“ Liuny,” Londin -5t i extracted b illustrate the range snd
trend of thought in Koglaod.'!

LIGHT.
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A DEATH PREDICTION EXACTLY FULFILLED.

Georgo K, Lothrop, jun., writing in The Light of Truth,’
romarks that stories of mpirit roturn uro often known to the
clergy of the varivus churches, and that thoy ralato them from
their pulpits moro freoly than ever boforo, 1o nays :—

*The largest malurivd templo, probably, in New Koglanl
offered ita pulpit to s well-known minister who stood up hke s
man and told apirit atorios, such an sbound in Bpiritusliam,
One ntory he tuld wan tho remarkablo statomonts madeo by two
of his parishioners, The wife had been taken, doathly sick, int
one of the large city hospitals, and although the nurmo said she
could soo no mensc in the sick lsdy's claim, yot this patient
always prophesied that she ¢ was guing homo on Beptember
15th, at 8.30 a.m.” (or similsr dats), The minister called &
fow times to see her, and although no improvemont was noted
in the discase, she alwayn said, ** Well, I will be going home
Beptember 16th, st 8.30 a.m.” About an hour after the
apocifiod time the minintor was sble to call at the great hospital
ayain, and on aking if the mick Indy had gone homo m she had
predicted, they naid it was rathor strange, but the lsdy hd
*‘diod ” sn hour beforo—at tho exact time she had predicted
weeks before that she would *¢ go home.”  The minister, why
must have heen s good old soul, then thought he would try 4
break the news geotly to the dead lsdy's hushand, why
also wax practically on hin deathbod st the time.  The reverend
yentlemsn enterced the chamber of the man snd said, [ have
just been down to the hospital to see your sick wife, You know,
she naid she would come home to-day.” ‘The dying man i,
4 Yen, she was here a few moments sgo.” ¢ Why," wsid the
reverend gentleman, **I have been to the hoypital und she liew
down there, dead.” 1 know,” replied tho sick man, **hut her
wpirit came here, I saw it with my own cyes.  Bhe maid shy
wa going home Beptember 1ith, st 8.30 .., sud she kejd
her word, dido't she 3"’

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.
The Editor (s not responsilide for the opinions expressed by corraapondents
and sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for the purpoie
of presenting views that may elheit discussion,

——

¢ Evolution of Energy.'

Bin,—1It is regrettable that Miss K. Kathsrine Pates was
ignorant of the fact that the late Mr, Keeley of Ihiladelphia
was proved to be a fraud sod an impostor, and thst the opinion
expressed by no many shrewd Americans during his life sud so-
called ¢ Researches’ was an altogether correct one,

Upder the shove title in ¢ Liugt’ of the 6th iost., Misw
DBates writes : ¢It in to be greatly regrettod that Keeloy seems
to have left no records indicating his methods of resesrch, and
that the seeret of thess methods should have been huried with
him.’

True, the secret had been buried with him, but shortly
after hin decesse his wnethodn and entire parsphernalis were
brought o light snd exposed not only to the phitographic
plats, but in the engineering journsly of America snd Koglaod.

The writer has seen a photograph of the apparatus which
was uncarthed from the cellar underncath hin workshop, aod
which was an ordinary engine and sir compresor or pump, sod
the experiments which were conducted in his workshop and
witnessed by the ¢ represcotative quintette’ mentivned by Mim
Eates, were effected by the innocent looking copper iusulated
wires, acting sitmply s ducts or fine pipes conveying air st high
pressure from the ¢ ¥rime Mover’ concesled in the hasement,
to the wonderful motor or vther * very finely-balspced wachioe
of iotricate structure.’

It will now be readily understood why, slthough s company
wan flosted, not a single machine ever left his workshop ; and
the prediction of the vccultists that, *sithough they recognised
the truth of his discovery, yet he would not be alloweld to bring

it to perfection,’ proven oce sgain how, like ordinary mortals, the
occultiste, even with their prophetic forenight, fail to revesl the
sultle methods adopted by tricksters,

1ahssuld be happy b mend full detsils, with print of the machine
which produced ¢ such & tremendous dynamic force,” for in my
opinion it would foris s useful sppendix to the book written by
suother of his unumt faithful and sdmiring supporters,” Mo,

Blovmfield-Mooro,—Y gurs, &e.,
H. K. Yesnsury, M1, Mech, K,

The Appearances of Christ after His Crucifixion,
Bin,—lelore Mr, B, Stevens permits himsell to write s
deggnatically, he shiuld, at leant, be nure of his fucts, [ hia
!u'twr 9B P ATH of ¢ Linur’ he makes soversl sorivus errors.
Thime whes have tried w reconcile thu sduittedly divergent
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sconunts have unuslly enumcrated from ten to twelyy apjrens -
socen, hut in a slightly differont order from that given by My,
Brown on p. 466 of ¢ Lionr.’

Mary Magdalens apposrs to hsve gme & the sepulohre,
probably with other women ; they wera met by an wnyel, snd
the ather women returned to tell the Apmblon,  Jenus appearcd
to Mary, and sgsin to the women on their way (Mark xvi,, 4,
Mt xaviii,, ¥),  The sppesrsnce o Mary is describod by
Mark aa the firat, und by John wsteking phuce st the sepulchrs,
The third sud fourth sppesrances wers W the disciplos going
tw Kinmaus, snd to Peter during thuir simence ; the hest ver-
sions of Luke xxiv., 34, indicsts that it was the whars who
wid the two that the Lord had ‘appesred v Bimon,' This
point in argued in ¢ Eocyclopu:dia Biblics,” srticls, ¢ fewurrec.
tion Narrativen,’ Fifth and wixth, to the Apostles in the
sbaence of Thomas, sud sgsin when Thomss wes present.
Beventh and eighth, in Galileo, on & mountsin (Matt.), snd by
the sea-shore (John),  Ninth, to five hundred st oncs, Tenth,
o Jamen, Fleventh, to sll the Apostles, Twellth, at the
Ascension (the last two may be identicsl),

No doubt there in somoe «question s to whether all these
sppesrances actually oecurred as separats events, hut the con-
ditions under which they are described are different in esch
ase, Tho grest truth embodied in sl the narratives in that
the Apontlen, snd the disciples in general, hat sctusl proofs
{whatever the nsture of the experiences may have been) that
the personality of Jewus wurvived the desth of the hody., We
may dispute about the detsils, but the narrstives sgre on this
poiot, snd Paul, in 1. Corinthians, uses the facts, s he koow
them, to submtantiste the grest truth of wpirit suevival, the
foundation slike of primitive Christisnity snd Modern Hpirit-
ualism, — Yours, &c., Puiam,

A Few Words from the *Blind Medium.’
Bu,—It in with unfeigned pleasure that 1 win greet
English Spirituslists, Those who take an interest in the
gowth of our beloved cause will perchance be glad to hesr
wmething of our brotherw and sisters in Germany,  Your
readers will remember the sad fate of Fran Rothe, the flower
medivm, It o happened thet T was in Berlin st the time of
her arrent five years ago.  Germany at beut was never s strong.
hold of Bpirituslism, KBmall wonder then that, after the con-
viction  snd wubmequent imprisonment of the shove-named
medium, the stsunchest sdherents of the cause in Germany
dared scarcely mention their faith shove a whisper,

About two months ago I found myself sysin en route for the
Fatherland, As 1 went for pleasure, not for wark, I did nt
seek to scquaint the Bpiritualist public of my prewence, 1
found our beloved caune hiravely struggling to recover its fect
spain.  Old friends flocked about me, enrnestly entresting such
crumbs of comfort as we felt physically strong enough to give,
During the progress of the few réances we did hold we were
deeply touched by the fact that, inatesd of the usunl greed for
material advice, we found only the intense desire for any proof,
bowever nmall, of the presence of loved ones.  Agother thing
which struck uws s4 enpecially hopeful is the rapidly growing
tendency to furm rasl] circles st howe for the purpose of
developing prychic gifth,  Oae of our largest wéspcon was held
in s very small village in the suburlm of Hamburg,

Taken an & whale, it seemed to us that Bpiritualiam io
Germany bids fsir to becume something worthy of the name,
In regand to the pocieties our stey was not nufficiently long
to scqusint ourselves with them, but from what we could
gather from those in s position to judge correctly, the vutlook
seetns promining.— Youm, &c., Axxa J. Cuarix,

A Husband's * Token.'

Fig,—1 nhall e pleased if an explsostion can be given of
the fullowing incident :—

On Kundsy cvepiog. Beptember 9th, about 7.530, a relative
of mine was entering her house by the hack entrance, leading
through the scullery to the kitchen, when, on looking across the
scullery, she naw the oppoite dour open and the figure of & man
sppest ; he wtood there for an inatant and then the door
climed agnin,  Bho immediately ran to her hushand, who waa
wicep on the wofs, and roused him, saying that somenne was
trying to get in, They went together into the enclomed and
walled garden but saw no one, and lound the entranco fastened.

LIGHT,
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The Mystery of Mr. Masikolyne's Mostusery

Big, 1 oo on pyge two of & wnall pamnphlet ismasd by Wr,
Maunkolyno that he denies s aaremunt, sunbutsd v b by tee
It oy, Haweis, thet he wiuld require *ther vas o
mwschinery ' for the urpae of reprdwing in s prives frm
the phennmens *aid by be exhibited by certun sostive,’
Now, sir, there is sn ol saying that where there is wuske
there ix slwsys firn, sud | should yery waeh like by clear awsy
the sinoke and g, b the fire in regaed v this question,

In 1981 Cenvn Wilberfores, w ha then wa, wid thet
Muskelyne snd Cooke, fn reply to s challengn b imites
wpiritus] phenomens in s private bouse, wid that, *a ther
spparstun weighod wore than o L, they onld ot om-
veniently scoept the challenge.’ This i ons Yoo sod ot thre |
A few duyn sy, when Inking st Berjesut Coz's work, * Wha
s 11 Ffound o footnote em p. 855 of the sevind voluwe, io
which the suthor ways @ ¢ Murkelyoe snd Coke wers innted v
exhibit at » private hiuse, sod nlrued the inguirer thet be
wu mnd & wagyen and hir (o be Vw4 wvhinery
necessary for their spiritasl porforiastom,’

This geows interentioy snd retmninda one of the fawms * thrm
black crows' Viet we have Canrm Willerbeow's onm v
then Rerjeant Cox's b Ums; then the Koy, Hawed thre
tons, snd Mr. Maskelyne's dupisl of the baller stabetwent bt
will he: deny that ha or Mr. Ginke ever made sny satement
all b the effect that they would requirs Uy uss tavhinery b
their imitation of spiriturliic phenomens in o private e

Purther, sir, | have heard it aaid thit Mr, Masknlyne mule
wine such sdmision & & public lecture given Yy Dr, Gomye
Beston, wine thirty years sgo, when the itter yeotlemso publicly
explained the methods empliyed by the enjurers when they
wimulsted upiritus] manifestations, Burely there mus be sue
of sour resders why) were present on that ooessinn, who can tell
me whether | have been correctly informed, or init s fact, a8
nugyented in ¢ Liour' of May 26ch laat, that the whole of this
Yusinews haw srisen out of sn inference by Mise Theobald, that,
on their own premises, Mukelyn and Cooke were surrouodnd
by the * tonw weight of machinery ' necessary fur their eoojur-
ing perfurmances, snd Uurefurs were unable v give their eop/
in & private howe 1 Can snyone throw light upm this dispute
and settle the point at imue 1= Youm, &e.,

ALvia,

An Appeal.

Biz,—1 am wondering it any of your revlers would feel
kindly disprmed towards 8 poot woman 1o when 1 as ioterented.
Bhe ina natural prychic sud | st trying to veronoe tha pre-
judices of her clum, by degrees, snd develop ber ; bot thu of
course in & matter of time,

Iu the weantime, she is in distress about one of her children,
for whom she cannot get the necemary cutht for service, thiagh
the gir) could take & place in & week's tie if the thingy cao be
gt 1f soy lady would he yord €nough to belp with old things
of her own, and would neod the parcel by podd by e, | would
gladly sckoowledge them privately, if so desired,

The woman is the mother of five girly, only one of whom is
out st service, with & busband st piece work, s that in vet
weather they come badly off.  She hersell wantas pair of boota
(wiza siz), Lot cheerfully weam ooe button bt aod s lace sboe,
The thipgs particularly wanted are nightdresses, shoes or buots
(size five), priut drem, & warm pettiont, brush sod comb, &e.

1 would not make this sppest U your readers, but | have
alresdy helped to the fullest extent of my power, The womao,
1 kpow, would be ot grateful for apy of thene wticles.—
Yuuu, &c..

(Mun)) 1 Nunowrox,

Puttman CAtage, Dummer,

Basiogtake, 1{anta.

The Late Thomas Lake Harris,

Sin,—~1 altogether fail to understand the letter written by
M. J, 1. Harris to the *Review of Izviews,’ a portion of
which you pablished in * Lo’ of October fth,  Mew, Harris
said : *The new natoral body grew steadily and hocame more
a0d more apparent to the patural obwrver, and a delicate besaty

Nest day the hushand fell dead whilo at work !
During the following week whe received word from andon
that her husband's figare had appreared st the foot of a relative's
bed on the Munday evening, sod this manifestation cuincided
with the time of the sppesrance at the door of the acullery.
After the "desth of her husband my relative immediately
recslled the apparitional figure at the door and regarded it, s
she mid, aa her hustmnd's ¢ token.'—Youm, &c.,

Wandswosth, R.H. D,

ol expr , s of heavenly youth, male his face very hasatiful
and bleased to bivk upon,” &e. This sems to st to con-
sumption or other similar disease ; yot later on Mrs. Harris
goes on Lo say, * He pamed away io perfect hodily health’!

If you will kindly explain this apparent parados you will
much oblige.—Yours, &c.,

Chelnea, C. Brocs,

(Perhapsoneof Mr, Harrix's sdmirers will explain,  We should
fail to do so satisfactarily, if we tried. —Ko. ¢ Lianr.’)
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The Discerping of Spirits.

812, —It seems to me that the mental vision, an experience
of which Mr. Vipcent Turvey gives in his Jetter to *LicaT' of
the 13th inst., canpot truly be designated, as he calls it, 88
‘pormal seeing,’ although the medium be in full possession of his
pormal copsciousness at the time of its oocurrence. I use the

word medium advisedly, for it is, I think, evident thst such
vizioos are given by spirits, the incarnate mind having presented
to it s picture formed ip the discarnate mind. In this case it
appesry that the picture was that of a remembered incident.
It i, I suppose, difficult for 8 good clairvoyant to believe that
be doss pot actually see with his bodily eyes, figures mentally
presented. In the interests of truth it would, I think, be well
if clairvoyants always gave their descriptions with closed eyes.—

Yoars, &e¢., E.P.

Natiooa! Union Fuad of Benevolence,

Six,—The geperous response to my last appeal through
*Licmy,' on behalf of the Natiomal Fund of Benevolence,
gives me courage to atill press the claims of our needy onpes
on your readers. My difficulty, as secretary, is in reaching
those people who want asking personally to help this fund,
and perhaps a gentle hint to all such that this appeal is made
to everyone who is able to give, will have the desired effect.
1 500 80 reascn why all societies cannot arrange meet-
ingn, ot Joast once s year, for the benefit of the fund. The
Accringtos friends bed & ‘ubited * social gathering for this
parposs, sod mot £3 4s. I bope this may be a useful sugges-
tiom to other societies.

My committes thank those who have forwarded the follow-
ing donstioos :—* W. J, C.,’ per the Editor of * Two Worlds,’
Su. 6d.; Mim E. Boswell-Stove, 3a. 6d. ; Mr. Wm. Crabtree,
10n. ; Mra. Vessl, 5a. ; * Wood Greeu,’ per Mr. Godfrey, 3s. ;
A. 8. Wormall, 5s.; ¢ Working Man, London, W.' 10s.;
'J.B. 8.," 1. ; proceeds of social meeting from three Accring-

ton societien, per Mrs. Thompeon, £3 4s. Total, £6 6s.
Trusting to receive furtber support for this Fund of Benevo-
leacs, — Your, &c., Jxss1z GREENWOOD.

Ash Leigh, Hebden Bridge.

SOCIETY WORK.

Notices of fatare events which do nof excsed twenty-five words
may be added to reports if accompanied by sz penny
stowmps, but sll such notices which exceed twenty-five
words must be inserted o our advertising columns,

(rxroap Cracts.—22, Prixcy's-srexrr. —On Sunday last
Mrn. Fairclough Smith spoke with feeling and effect, the ser-
vice being again well attended. On Sunday next special visit
of Mr.J. J. Morve, of Manchester, who will give a trance
sddress on * What the Dead Bay of the Dead.'—P, E. B,

Hacxrsv.—81000%-204D 8cBooL, Darsroy-Lavz, N.E.—
Oo Sunday last Mr. R. Brailey gave a good address on * There
wss Silencs in Heaven,’ aleo successful clairvoyant descriptions

sad menmages. \_S&uhr on Sunday next, at 7 p.m., Mr. H.

Brrxrow, —8, MavaLL-304D.—On Sundsy last Mr. W,
Underwood’s trance sddress on ‘ Brotherhood ' was much
ejoyed, and a good after-meeting was held. On Sunday next
Mre, Faircloogh Bmith will give a trance address on * Healing,’
followed by clairvoyant descriptions. Come early.—J. P.

Actoy.—CxsrraL Avcniox Maxt, Hoxx-Laxe.—On Sun-
day last M. A. Boddington gave s logical and able answer to
sitacks on Bpiritualism in the local Press. Wednesday, at
8.15 p.m., membery’ developing cirele. Bundsy next, st 7 p.m.,
M H. Ball.

Buswyos.—Cowrrox Hair, 17, Coxrros-avesce.—On
Sunday lest Mre. M. H. Wallis gave very heipful, uplifting,
aod spiritaally instroctive addresses, followed by answers to
questicns and clairvoysnt descriptions. ()n S8aodsy next, st
11.15 and 7 p.m., also on Mooday, the 220d, at 8 p.m.,
addresses will be given by Mrs. McLennan.—A. C.

Barrsasza Pang-20ap.—Hyrrey-sragzr.—(n Bunday
last Miss Earle gave good addremses to an apprecistive aodi-
eooe on * Moral Murder' and ¢ Can anything Good come out
of Samareth 1’ Mz, Blobbens presided. ()n Banday, Novem-
ber 4th, &t 4.30 p-m., snniversary tes; ot 7 p.m., Mr. W, E.
Long ; st 8.30 p.m., election of officers.— W, R, 8.

Cavzrous 61, Moariuxn-erxxry, W —On Sunday
evening last Mise McCresdm gave twelve clairvoyant descrip-
tions, pearly all recognised, to s crowded sadience. Mr. F.
Bpriggs oficisted a0 chairman. On Bandsy pext, st 7 p.m.,
Mr. E W, Wallis will give & trance address oa * What does it
matter1'—A. J. W,

LIGHT.
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Friram.—Corvzy Harr, 25, NHURST-
Oa Sunday last Mr. F. Cl!;rke's fd';rees was :%::ﬁ'as:jg;d\_
On sSunday next Mr. and Mrs. Roberts, of Manor Park.—M_
TRATFORD, —IDMISTON-ROAD, Fogxsr- . E. .
day last Mr. Keyworthy gave an excellent ﬁ:‘resf ;0‘“ Wgﬂ
is Man?’ and Mrs. Webb gave clairvoyant descriptions. (g
Sundsy pext, at 11 a.m., discussion ; at 7 p.m., Mr. F. G,
Clark. Thursday, at 8 p.m., investigators' circle.
Pzoxmav.—Cmgrsrow Harr, 139, PrCKXEAM-ROAD.~
On Sundsy morning last Mr. Walters and Mr. Love did good
work., In the evening Mr, Darby presided and Mr. A. Rer
gave an excellent address on * Experiences in Spirit Life.’
Sunday next, at 11 a.m., circle; at 7 p.m., Mr. and Mn,
Imison, clairvoyant descriptions. October 28th, Mrs. Checketts;
31st inst., concert and dance.—L. D.

TorrexHaM.—193, HIGH-R0AD.—On Sunday morning last
Mr. Baxter delivered an able address on ¢ Life's Harvest,' In
the evening Mr. G. T. Gwinn spoke impressively on ¢ Redemp-
tion.' Sunday, October 28th, Mrs. Effie Bathe on * Spiritual.
istic Phepomena.” Wednesday, October 24th, at 8 p.m.,
social gathering will be held, and a hearty welcome will be
accorded to all friends.—N. T.

CLarEAM INsTITUTE, GAUDEN-ROAD.—On Sunday las,
instead of the usual address, songs and recitations were ren-
dered by the children of the Lyceum. Mr. H. Boddington
presided, and gave short and appropriate addresses during the
evening. On Sunday next, at 11.15 a.m., Lyceum and meet.
ing. Speaker at 7 p.m., Mr., D. J. Davis. Thur§d:y, at
8.15 p.m., psychometry by Mrs. A. Boddington. Silver col-
lection.—H. Y.

Cuiswick.—110, HicH-r0AD, W.—On Sundsy morning last
¢ Mediums and Inquirers’ was the subject dealt with at the
circle. Healing power was again successfully gmployed. In
the evening Mrs. Wesley-Adams’ control described ¢ Work in
Spirit Life' in picturesque language. Crowded sudience on
Monday evening, when Mrs, Atkins gave successful clairvoyant
and psychometric delineations. On Sundsy next, at 1L.15
a.m,, circle ; at 7 p.m., Mr. A. J. McLellan on * Spiritualisn
the Need of the Age.' Monday next, at 8.15 p.m, Mm.
Podmore, clairvoyaat descriptions.—J. P.

SaxpHXRD's BrsH.—73, BECKLOW-ROAD, ASKXW-ROAD, W,
—On October 11th Mrs. Podmore gave excellent psychometrical
delineations. On Supnday last Mr. H. Boddington's addres
was discnssed by Messrs. Drake, Tarner, Simpson, Burton,
Smythe, and Imison. Mr. John Adams presided. In the
evening a crowded meeting was addressed by Mrs. McLennsa
and Mr. Turner, and Mrs. Imison gave splendid clairvoyant
descriptions. An overflow meeting was addressed by
Mr. Imison, Mrs. Imison, and Mrs. McLennan., In spite
of this extra sccommodation many were turned away. On Sunday
pext, at 11 a.m., circle; at 7 p.m., Miss V. Burton. Thurs-
day, at 8 p.m., annual general meeting. Every Saturdsy, st
8 p.m., healing free.—E. A.

FrxserrY Parg.—19, STROTD GREEN-ROAD.—On Sundsy
last Mr. Nicholson gave an interesting impromptu address. A
lady friend expressed in poetry a beautiful thought on *The
Falling Leaf,’ and Mr. Firth gave a recital on the orgsn.—J.

Porrsmovrn.—Lzsser Vicroria Hart.—On October 10th,
after an address by Mr. Lawrence, Mrs. Wilson gave clair-
voyant descriptions, Un Sunday last Madame Greta gave trance
sddresses and well recognised clairvoyant descriptions.—C.E.L.

OaxpxewziL NEw-roaADp.—SCUERXY Masoxto Harn.—On
Sunday morning last valuable counsel was given to many
inquirers. In the evening Mr. W. E. Long's instructive trance
sddress on ¢The Slave Girl at Philippi ' was much apprecisted. :

Sotrarorr.—HAWKSHEAD HALL.—On the 10th inst. Mr.

8. B. Jones gave interesting remiuniscences, also clairvoyant
and peychometrical delineations of a high order. On Sunday
Iast Mrs. M. Thompeon gave bright and instructive addresses
on ‘The Gift of God is Eternal Life' and ¢ Spiritualism: A
Science, Philosophy, aud Religion,’ a beautiful poem, and
excellent clairvoyant deecriptions ; also on Monday evening to
a large audience.—E. B.

Dcoxoxx.—Foresters’ Harr, RATTREAY-8TRXET.—On Octo-
ber 7th and 11th fine addresses were given by our presideat,
Mr. J. M. Stevenson, and clairvoyant descriptions by Mrs.
Ogilvie, and » pleasant circle of members and friends was held,
Ou Bundsy afternoon last, at Broughty Ferry, our president,
sccompanied by several members, began a series of meetings
in the districts around Dundee, and as a result we anticipate
'::‘:‘”! will ll: added t.odthe large number who, during the

D years, have received the * glad tidings’ iri
by meass of cur society,—J. M, glad tidings " of spirit return




