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NOTES BY THE WAY.

The call to the Conversazione next Thursday week
gives to all our friends and to inquirers an opportunity
for rallying round the flag which we hope none will unfor-
tunately forget or intentionally miss. Say what we will,
there is charm in numbers, and vitality too. We are con-
fident that in these happy social gatherings there may be
found a spiritual influence which has virtue in it—bhealing
for the body and uplifting for the spirit. But weare quite
willing to take lower ground, and to accept this bright
gathering as a simple joy for its own sake. It fitly intro-
duces a Session which promises to have both ‘sweetness
and light * in it, of which we shall have something to say
later on. In the meantime, get tickets—and soon,

Dr. Dana, president of the New York Academy of
Medicine,has been reviewing the battle-field of the biologists,
but without results. The latest writers, he says, do not
explain what life is. They describe phenomena rather than
elucidate a process. We know, says Dr. Dana, that the
phenomena of life are due to some complex and bappily
arranged activities of unstable molecules ; and we know that
they act under the ordinary laws of physics and chemistry.
But ¢ we do not understand how they doit.” We should
think not! The player of that game has apparently no
intention of being found out.

Dr. Dana says “there is no such thing as a vital force
which sits enthroned outside the molecules and directs the
process.’” Of course there is not. Even God does not sit
enthroned outside. He is the inmost of everything, of
every molecule, of every atom, and of every thrill which
causes the atom.

A certain learned observer has given to the force which
produces life the name of * biotic energy.’ Is it not clever !
We might just as well call it 2.  Dr. Dana says that the
secret would be found out if we could artificially transform
the ordinary molecular activities of albuminous matter into
the specific activity, the biotic energy, of life. But he mourn-
fully adds, *No one bas done it." But if anybody ever
did it, the secret of life would not be found out. All
that would be found out would Be—the way to construct
a vehicle for the manifestation of life. No: every way
the materialist is baffled. ¢ The secret of the Lord is with
them that revere Him.’

Dr. Peebles and Mr. W. W. Mann have been having a
‘full dress debate’ in ¢ The Progressive Thinker’ respecting
the mediumship of a youth named Brittan. Dr. Peebles

believes in him, and thinks that we are talking too much
about frauds. e says:—

There have been mediums, gepuine ones, who will some-
times defraud. One such frankly confessed it to me, adding *the
people demand miracles, or impossible, astounding manifesta-
tions, and we have sometimes helped to gratify them. Othera
are influenced to deceive by earth-bound, undeveloped diakka.
Mortals grow to be like what they feed on—like what they talk
about—like what they think about, and this thinking and
thinking creates a vibratory atmosphere, a generative,
multiplying atmosphere, intensifying the subject under con-
sideration. This is true of capital punishment, one gallows-
hanging Bcene setting in motion vibratory causes for pro-
ducipg others. This is especially true in regard to suicides.
We bave an example in Battle Creek. Within one year
in this city of 30,000 iohabitants, there have been four
suicides. The first one was published, talked about, written
about, and preached about till there was suicide in the air—sa
suicidal mania, There have been three suicides since the first
one that caused so much excitement. blay not the persistent
much-talking and much-writing of exposures have become a kind
of spirit-exposing mania, a passiog by of the good to find the bad 1

Mr. Mann agrees that Spiritualism is ‘a mighty, grand

and triumphant truth,’ but he wants it kept from the
alloy of lies :—

What intelligent, honest people want, he says, is honesty
and purity. We don't want our coffee sugared with half sugsr
and half salt, just because they are the same colour.

We don’t want rank deceptiou part of thetime, and genuine
phenomena the other part, from the same medium.

1 readily agree that s man who deceives you once, may not
always deceive you, but everyone knows that he will stand alot
of watching.

Dr. Peebles thinks much-talking and much-writing of
exposures have become a kind of spirit-exposing manis, a
passing by of the good to find the bad.

1 cabnot think that persistency in cleaning the house will
roake it look more shabby ; on the contrary, it will tidy things
up a bit, and if anything make them last the longer,

Dr. Peebles, in his contribution to the debate, reveals a
curiously interesting bit of personal history, hitherto, we
believe, not published. He says:—

1 am very strongly impressed by an intelligence standing
over me this moment to state that, attending the séances of Dr.
L. G. Smedley in Kalamazoo over thirty years ago, and those
of Abram Smith near Three Rivers, Mich., I became a subject
of objective physical phenomena. Mrs. Helen Smith, a most
excellent woman herself, now residiog in Sturgis, remembers
well these exciting séances. Abram's band of invisibles was
powerful. Bitting with him I would become intluenced, and
more—controlled to dance Indian dances by the hour, 1
thought Indian, acted Indian, whooped Indisn, and felt that I
actually was an Indian. I could no more stup or control that
rude dancing than I could for the time being stop or control
the sun. These conditions and influences overshadowed me
for a dozen years and longer. At times I would be partially
dazed. Others, visible and invisible, would call out of me
what was in them. I heard at times music from out of the
silence. I would go straight by the place I started for—into
the woods, quite likely. Trees, rivers and mountains were my
delight. During these years, dreamy as they now seem, [
plapned things that I did not plan, did things that I did not do,
said thipgs that 1 did not say, thought things that I did not
think. Thero were sometimes two of us; at other times I
was conscious of several of us; and while I remained a strict
upit of individuality, others had their say, measurably, at least,

through my sensitised organisation. Is there a greater mystery
than man {
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It is decidedly a novelty that “the investigations of the

psychologist ’ should be cited as a reason for postponing the
revision of the Methodist creed: but this is the advice of
*The Methodist Times,’ which at the same time acknow-
ledges that, as 2 matter of honesty, it might be wise to fall
in with American Methodists who desire such a revision.
The reason given for delay almost suggests that it would he
better to wait and make a good job of it. The theory of
Evolution, we are told, is still being worked ont, and the last
word about it has not yet been heard. ‘A new realm of
thought is being opened up by the investigations of the
psychologist,” and *the socrets of man’s higher self are
being Iaid bare with the scientific exactness which has
been already brought to hear on his physical frame, and the
thoughtful Christian is being led into new realms of thought,
which must still further widen the theological horizon.’
‘In these circumstances,’ says ‘The Methodist Times,’
“no finality is practicable, and any effort to force it prema-
turely might conceivably end in a fissure which would rend
our Church asunder from poleto pole. Students of theological
history know well that these periods of flux in thought
occur in cyeles; and it will be quite time enough to
examine our own doctrinal position when the present
movement has reached a standstill—of which no signs are
yet discernible.’

All this is just as it should be, but it is none the less
amnsing. It is guite right that the Methodists and others
should postpone the revisionof their creed until the psycholo-
gists have gone further on. But what if these psycholo-
gists have to admit that the spirit people, good and bad,
archere?  What sort of a revision will that necessitate
concerning salvation and heaven and hell §

There is somothing to say in favour of a reformation in
spelling, but the reform will require great care. We
observe that ¢ rhyme’ is to become ‘rime’ ; what then is
to become of ‘rime’=hoar frost? *Missed’ is to be
gpelt ‘mist’; but that will clash with mist=vapour.
*Cheque’ is to be dropped (or shall we fall in and say
“dropt’?) in favour of ‘check’: but how will the verb
“to check ' fare? So with several other words,

“The Sunflower,’ a Spiritualist paper, makes the plunge,
and prints ‘thot’ for ‘thought’ but ‘thot’ is no
nearer the pronunciation than  thought.” *The Sunflower’
has something to say ahout ‘good thots,’ but that is any-
thing but good : and *thots of your heart’ is utterly had,
—more like a sloe than a sunflower,

We have received a copy or two of a new American
monthly, ‘The Grail” It is pleasant to look upon,and,
as we turn over the leaves, we feel we are in contact with a
nature-lover, who might be lost in emotions of rapture if
he were not so strongly held by knowledge and sense.
The name of John Milton Scott is on the title page, and
the publishing office is in New York City. On the third
page of the cover there is a kind of hymn-prayer which,
in its very simplicity and its depth of meaning, reminds us
of Blake: —

On thy bosom, God, let lean
In quiet peace this earth ;

Be its sun thy face’s sheen,
In thy love ita daily birth.

All its torn, soiled fleece let grow,
And its wounds be healed in peace ;
Shepherd | with thee let it go
Where love's graces never cease.

There its quiet trust will be
.Unto thee a holy joy,
Straying no more sillily
Where the evil wolves destroy.
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It will honour all thy care,
All thy tender willings do,

As thy love its lave doth share,
As thy truth doth make it true.

So unto thy soul ‘twill say

Words of mercy, peace and grace,
To thy heart, a perfect day

Its redeemed and holy face.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LTD.

A CONVERSAZIONE

Of the Members and Associates of the London Spiritualist
Alliance will be held

In Tne THRONE ROOM oF rtae
HOLBORN RESTAURANT, HIGH HOLBORN

(Entrance in Newton-street),
ON THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4rn,
Short Addresses at 8 o’clock.

Music, Social Intercourse, and Refreshments during the Evening,
The Music by Members of Karl Kaps' Viennese Band.

AT 7 P

SPECIAL NOTICE.
Members and Aesociates may have tickets for themselves and
members of their families on payment of one shilling cach,

and for friends at the rate of two shillings each.
It is respectfully requested that Members and Associates

will make application for tickets, accompanied by remittances,
not later than October 1st, to Mr. E. W, Wallis, Secretary to
the Liondon Spiritualist Alliance, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C.

In accordance with No. XV. of the Articles of Associa-
tion, the subscriptions of Members and Associates elecled after
October 1st will be taken as for the remainder of the present
year and the whole of 1907.

Article XVIII. provides that *If any Member or Associale
desire to resign, he shall give writlen nolice thercof to the
Secrefary. He shall, however, be liable for all subscripfions
which shall then remain unpaid.

The following meetings will be held in the Sarox or TR
Rovar Sociery oF Brimism Artists, Suffolk-street, Pall
Mall, 8.W. (pear the National Gallery):—

1906.
Oct. 26.—A. WarLace, M.D., on ‘A Critical Survey of
Modern Bpiritualism, Theosophy, and Psychical Research,
and their Inter-relations.” At 7 p.m. for 7.30.
Nov. 8.—J. StexsoN Hooker, M.D., on *Christo-Spirit-
ualism and all that it means.” At 7 p.m. for 7.30.
Nov. 22.—Tae Rev. JoEN Oates, on ‘Tennyson, the Man,
and his Message in relation to Kvolution, the Divioe
Immanence, and & Future Life.,” At 7 p.m, for 7.30.
6.—Miss McCreapie, Mrs. Faircrovenm Swira,
¢ CLa1kIBELLE,” MR, RoNaLp Braiiey, Mr. J. J. Vaxco,
and Mu. ALvrep V. Perers will give brief narratives of
their most noteworthy Modiumistic Experiences. At
7 p.m. for 7.30.
Dec. 20. —Mgs. Pace Horrs, on ¢ Cross Currents in Passive
Writiog.! At 7 p.m. for 7.30.
(Particulars of subsequent meetings will be given in
due course.)

Dee.

Admission to the above meetings will ho by ticket only.
Two tickets are sent to each Member, and one to cach Asso-
ciate, but both Members and Associates can have additionsl
tickets for the use of friends on payment of la, each,
Applications for extra tickets, accompanied by remittancs,
should be addressed to Mr, E. W, Wallis, Secrotary to the
London Bpiritualist Alliance, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C.

‘Cnrist, StaTE, AND CoMMUME," by Morrison Davidson
(London : C. W. Daniel, 11, Cursitor-stroet), is a protest
sgainat Greed Almighty and the rule of brute force, Christ
is represonted as the Anarchist, Communist, or humanitarisn
collectivist, par ercellence, but the author does not believe ia
State Socialism, holding that *the State is the Evil.' The
Commune will come when it isin men's hearts, and not before,
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THE GERMAN PSYCHICAL JOURNALS.

* Psychische Studien ' for August gives several examples of
abnormal occurrences. The first is called ¢ Occult Phenomena
in an Old Monastery,’ and is extracted from a topographical
work on Carinthia, published in 1688, having probably heen
copied from old chronicles. It states that in the year 1300,
while the holy Werner 11., Abbot of Ossiach, was praying to
Almighty God and our Blessed Lady on behalf of the blind, deaf,
andinfirm, hesaw before him on the altarthree balls, much clearer
than crystul. One of these balls, on being taken to another
monastery, and sealed up in an iron casket, was found to have
disappeared and to have been returned miraculously to Ossiach,
but it afterwards vanished and was never seen again. Another
is deecribed as being still in existence in 1680 ; it was as large
as an orange, clear, and not unlike a diamond ; in the middle
of it could be seen the form of Our Lady, surrounded by a
glory. It was used for the cure of obsessed persops, as well
as for idiots, deaf, dumb, and blind people ; the patient was
bound in & chair, and the rays of the sun focussed on his
head through the crystal ball until he screamed. After thishe
generally went into a sound sleep, and when hc awoke he was
quite well,

A medical student at Leipzig sends an account of an ex-
periment with the ¢ psychograph ’~—a glass tumber moving over
alarge sheet of paper on which the letters of the alphabet
wero marked, the fore or middle fingers of two or more per-
sons being laid on the bottom of the inverted tumbler. Oune
day, when the glass moved particularly freely, the spirit of a
deceased singer claimed to be present. The parrator asked
the other sitters (all members of his family) whether any of
them knew the date of this singer's birth ; they all declared
that they had never known it. The spirit was then asked to
give the date by spelling out first the tens and then the digits
of the year, and so with the month and day, there being no
fiures on the paper. The date thus given was found to
correspond exactly with that given in an encyclopadia.

In the same review, ¢An officially attested vision,’ dating
back to 1855, is related. By order of Count von Keller,
‘Marshal of the Court and Palace at Potsdam, another official
of the palace took down the deposition of a man named
Walter, a night watchman on the King's steamboat, who stated
that as he was going on duty one night he saw on the road
before him what he took to be a cart, but on nearer approach
it turned out to be a funeral procession, not real, but ghostly.
It consisted of fifteen or sixteen persons in three-cornered hats
and curiously pointed cloaks, At the head walked a man who
carried a wand with a large black globe at the end. The coffin
wasornamented with shields and borne by nine or ten persons,
followed by five more. They all moved silently and without
apparently taking steps in walking, although they described a
wavy, up-aod-down motion,

A Servisn lady, who has translated various Spiritualist
works into her own language, relates in * Psychische Studien’
two experiences of her'own, which the Editor, however, ascribes
to auto-suggestion. In the one case she saw a miniature whirl-
wind raise up & column of dust in the road; in this column
there shone rays of light, which presently took the form of a
female figure ; she could distinguish the fluttering draperies
and the nobly shaped head ; as it approached her it disappeared.
Another time sho awoke about 3 a.m. and saw an oblong patch
of light on the wall of her room ; it lovked like light shining
through a window, but the windows were heavily curtained and
no light could pass. She asked that if it was a manifestation
of her deceased daughter it should approach her. The yellow
light then took a white cloudy appearance and seemed to glide
along the wall towards her, returning afterwards to its original
place. She approached it, but it receded like one's shadow
does, but when she returned to bed it came back and finally
disappeared.

An account is also given of Poltergeist phenomena in a house
at Vienna, in July last, including the movements of iron articles
weighing thirty-three and forty-four pounds respectiveoly,
and thoe attention of the police was called to the matter,

but, says *DPsychische Studien,” the police, from their
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ignorance of occult phenomena, are hardly qualified to bring
the truth to light.

In ¢ Psychische Studien’ for September, Dr. Roman
Urysz, leading physician of the hospital at Bialykamien,
Galicia, describes a new apparatus for obtaining direct writ-
ing ; it consists of a cubical box about a foot each way, the
front being formed by a conical bag of soft but closely woven
black silk. Through a hole in the tip of the bag a pencil is
placed, so that the longer part of it is inside the bag and the
point outside. The notion is that a spirit hand can materialise
inside the conical bag or sleeve, and can direct the movement
of the pencil over the paper. The medium, a country girl
of fourteen, who can only just read, write, and work the
simplest arithmetic, places her hands on the top of the box, in
full light, and soon the conical bag swells out as though a hand
were inside, and the pencil writes. The box and bag beiog
entirely closed, and dark inside, there i3 no obstacle to
the materialisation of a hand within; thus direct writing can
be obtained in a lighted room.

The answers obtained by this process were far beyond the
powers of the medium. The Intelligence said that it was not
material in the usual sense, but not outside of time and space.
Asked how that could be, he replied, *A geometrical point is
not material, because it has no size, and yet it is situated in
space. I say this only as a comparison; we spirits are also
dimensional, but not as you men are.” The spirit also gave
proof of considerable powers of calculation, extracting square
roots, &c., and indicated the numbers on cards laid face down-
wards on the table.

A message of thanks was also conveyed to Dr. Urysz from
a lady who gave her name and said that at the Lemberg Hos-
pital, in 1900, he had eased her pain by an injection of morphia.
The doctor could not remember anything of this until, on
returning to Lemberg, he found the name in the hospital
records for 1900, but still could not remember whether,
amongst so many other patients, he had relieved her as
described. He, however, found out this lady's daughter, a
school teacher, and showed her the direct handwriting, which
she immediately recognised as her mother's and produced speci-
mens of her earthly script by which the doctor assured himself
of the identity of the writing. This, he says, is in his opinion
a typical proof of spirit identity.

*Die Uebersinnliche Welt’ for September contains the con-
tinuation of an article by Dr. Walter Bormann on the state-
ents of mediums with regard to automatic and spirit writing,
and one by Marie Koorr-Schmidt on ¢ Dangers and Outgrowths
of Mediumship.’

MAGIC AMONG THE MALAYS.

The following reference to Malay magic occurs in a work by
Mr. R. J. Wilkinson, published by Luzic and Co., of Great
Russell-street, W.C., entitled ¢ The Peninsular Malays.’ These
Malays are nominally Moslems, but their religion has a strange
backgrouund of aboriginal magic. Mr. Wilkinson says :—

‘The practice of magic arts enters into every department
of Malay life. If (as the people of the Poninsula believe) all
nature is teeming with spiritual life, some spiritual weapon is
necessary to protect man against possible ghostly foes. Now
the chief and most characteristic weapon of the Malay in his
fight against the invisible world is courtesy. The peasant will
speak no ill of a tiger in the jungle or of an evil spirit within
the limits of that spirit's authority. The tigeris the symbol of
kingly oppression ; still he is royal, and must not be insulted.
He is the *‘shaggy-haired father,” or ¢‘grandfather,” of the
travellerin the woods. The ¢¢kindly words aand gentle ways ”’
with which the magician makes his appeal to the spirits of the
juogle are often accompanied by small gifts of food, drink, and
even money. In all this respect paid to unseen powers—for it
is the soul of the animal or plant that is feared —there is oo
contemptible adulation or cringing, the Malay believes that
courtesy honours the speaker more than the person addressed.’

This is a tribute to the virtues of courtesy that might serve
as a lesson nearer home.

Mgk. AxD Mgs. Gansier BorLtoN have removed to Islips
Manor, Northolt, Middlescx,
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ENVIRONMENT AND KARMA,

By Georrrey LgE,

Though theosophical teaching indubitably offers a key to
open the door of knowledge to the Western mind, the earnest
inquirer occasionally encounters very serious limitations, incon-
sistent with the general breadth of outlook ; especially is this
apparent in the conclusions arrived at by some of its disciples,
that, sin and disease being the result of karma accumulated in
other lives, it is a debt ipcurred which must be paid in kind.

That so far as it goes is intelligible enough, but theosophical
teaching does not appear to be at variance with the orthodox
methods of endeavouriog to mitigate these evils (or preferably,
1 would say obstacles) by applying the most approved remedies
of medical science or philanthropic effort, rather than by
developing the dynamic and vibratory force of will and thought
power, on the ground that the latter is devolution rather than
evolution, as the automatism of the body does not now require
to be controlled by the mechanism of consciousness, and that
the working out of karma must not be interfered with.

It is undeniable that as a race some of us arve arriviog at
that stage in our evolution when the development of the
mechanism of consciousness results in a very largely increased
sense of responsibility, and we feel it is incumbent on us to
take in hand, and consciously control, the automatism of the
body in order that the dynamic power of thought, which we
are only just beginning to apprehend, may find a fitting
instrument for its expression:

Thus, though the sin and disease of the world be the
accumulated karma of the ages, may not the karma we are now
making be Lhe cultivation of the knowledge of the power within
us to control moral and physical disease by methods more in
accord with a higher conception of our spiritual nature than
those that take no cognisance of any plane other than the
physical, material one ?

There are so many dangers connected with forcing the
spiritual evolution ahead of the physical that I cannot but
think it the first and most obvious duty of those entering on
the path of occult study, to attune the instrument to such a
state of poise and balance that it will only respond to har-
monious rhythmic vibrations and so perform efficient work
on this plane where we are at present functioning ; for surely,
in so far as we fulfil the conditions towards perfection on this
material plane shall we be fitting ourselves to function on a
higher one.

As we should oply *seek to zrow in order to serve,’ do not
we serve most truly when we develop ourselves spiritually,
mentally, and physically, striving to realise with ever-growing
clearness that the source of our being is Divine, therefore
unlimited ? Where is the use of the gathered-up experiences
of karma unless we practically apply it to gradually per-
fecting that manifestation of the Divine fragment with which
we have, individually, each one of us, been entrusted, the
only difference between the most advanced and the most
degraded being the amount of experience garnered?

The responsibility of those still in the infant class of
humanity is paturally very much less than that of those in
the more advanced class, but when the individual has
attained to a certain stage in his evolution it very much
depends on himself whether he takes part in the procession
or stands with the crowd to watch it pass, but the right to
join it can only be gained by overcoming obstacles and
apprehending in its fullest and widest sense that the higher
must always control and bringinto perfect working order the
lower nature.

It is impossible to shut our eyes to the dis-ease that abounds,

and we cannot but admit that our physical evolution has not
attained to that perfection towards which it is ever struggling,
and 8o we are confronted by the possibility that this imperfect
automatism may be owing to the hanism of c iol 8
ignorantly working along wrong lines ; thus it is necessary for
us, as it Were, to hark back and direct the automatism towards
the line which will ensure the more harmonious working of
body, soul, and spirit. The words of the gieat Master, ¢ Be
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yo perfect as your Father in heaven is perfoct,’ can haveng
narrower signification than the attainment of absolute perfec.
tion on overy plane, this one no less than higher ones, anda
knowledge of tho laws by which we can control our physical
environment may very conceivably be the very experience e
are to acquire in this reincarnation.

Disease is but the result of ignorantly puttiog ourselves it
opposition to the All-Good, and so soon as we really submi
ourselves to the guidance of the *Good Law that orderethal
things sweetly and wisely,” we bring ourselves into harmonious
conditions.

The various ills which we are in the habit of asserting that
‘flesh is heir to,’ are one and all but the wounds we get by
blindly dashing ourselves against obstacles we might have
avoided with the wider knowledge that is open to all just
in the measure that we open ourselves to receive it.

As I hold no brief for or against theosophical teaching,
but desire, above all things, to keep an open mind for the
reception of truth from whatever source it may emants,
possibly I may be accounted by some a Laodicean, but holdiog
the pature of all knowledge to be proportioned to its power to
direct humanity towards the path that will lead it to its destined
goal, it seems to me that the only practical method is to over-
come every obstacle as we meet it on our pilgrimage through the
ages, and, if we have in the past made mistakes, our only course
in the présent is to retrace our steps and rectify those errors;
let us, therefore, strive to attain to a knowledge of those lams
by which the machinery is worked, even if it involves retracing
our steps now and again, for only thus can we understand the
Infinite potentialities of our finite nature.

The keynote of all religious teaching is ¢ To him that over-
cometh,’ and that can only mean that we must overcoms all
along the line, here and now, the material as well as the
spiritual.

Obstacles and difficulties we must ever encounter, therefore
Jet those who aspire to live the life of continued attainment see
to it that their weapons are sharp and bright and fit for usein
the warfare upon which all are engaged who seek to climb the
upward path ; as we individually overcome so are we fitted to
lend a helping hand to those who lag behind, wrapped in those
garments of prejudice and ignorance which so hamper and
impede their progress.

«Tag TrurH ABOUT WoOMEN ' is the title of an anthology
compiled from mabpy sources, ancient and modern, by Hugh
Garth, and published by the Open Road Publishing Co., s
11, Cursitor-street, E.C. We pnote that some of the ancients,
such as Plautus and Terence, coptribute the most satirical of
the opinions quoted ; but many writers recognise that Womsn
is the interpreter of the deeper realities to Man. ‘It is by
woman that nature writes on the hearts of men,’ said Sheridsn,
and, as Goethe puts it, ¢ The ever womanly draws us upwards';
but Darwin was rude enough to insinuate that the powers of
intuition, or rapid perception, which are more strongly marked
in women than in men, are characteristic of the lower races
and of a past state of civilisation. Such varied opinionsss
are given in this little book cannot all be true, but thereis
abundance of choice among which one may find one’s omn
opinion reflected.

DisTinguisaep FrEscE  Srirrroavists.—Those of our
readers who have followed with attention the steady develop-
ment of Spiritualism in France, from both the theoretical and
scientific points of view, will be glad to hear that the Librairie
8pirite, in cobnection with M. Paul Leymarie's ‘Revus
Spirite,’ is issuing a handsome volume on the Pioneers of
Spiritualism in Kraoce (*Les Pionniers du Spiritime
en France’), being a series of notices and extracts
from the writings, published and unpublished, of pat
and present leaders of the movement, collected by M.
Malgras. Among them are Honoré de DBalzac, Mme. do
Girardin, Allan Kardec, Dumss pére, Théophile Gauthier,
Michelet, George Sand, Victor Hugo, and other colebrated
personages ; also, in the contemporary section, such recent
exponents of Spiritualism, and workers in our direction, a
Victorien Sardou, Camille Flammarion, Professor Richet,
Colonel de Rochas, Vauchez, and many representatives of
literature, poetry, art, and science. Subscription copies, at six
francs each (with a shilling extra for packing and postageto
KEngland or other countries), are being offored by M. Leymirie,
42, rue Saint-Jacjues, Paris. The work forms an octavo
volume de luze, of 600 pages, besides full-page photographic
illustrations.
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GOD’S MAN.

While tho famous ¢design argument’ has been partially
discredited, because it was too materialistic, those who are
aware of how little is known of realities, and of the illusive
character of things as they appear, are arriviog at the
conclusion that they dwell on the thrashold only of the realm
of etoroal verities, and that the key of understanding is to be
found in the inner consciousness of the spirit itself, The more
deeply men dive, and the more they learn of the mysteries of
existence, the more evident it becomes to them that the realm
of the real is unseen and that beneath all phenomena is an
underlying unifying power, Thus analysis leads to syothesis,
snd the order and reliability of Nature, the blending of use and
beauty which are everywhere discernible, indicate a oneness of
the whole which necessitates the recognition of an ever-present,
ever-operative life, a vital and eternally active immanent
Cause,

The great facts of man’s ascent from ignorance and savagery,
under the stress and stimulus of hunger, pain, desire and love,
aod of his mental unfoldment and moral progress, have all to
be reckoned with by those who would understand the problems
of life, for man isa part of Nature, and must be included in the
study of her processes ; he is not a chance result in an uncon-
gcious universe, but a living manifestation of a Supreme Life.

While it is true that man does not originate the forces of
Nature, it is equally true that he learns to utilise them and
adapts her conditions to meet his needs, Further, he not
only sees, thinks, loves, and acts, but he knotws that he thinks
snd knows, He expresses his thoughts and purposes, and his
experiences are educational in that they call into action the
latent energy with which he is endowed. At the back of the
thought is the thinker ; and all his thoughts and feelings are
but states of his mysterious consciousness, Thus, while he is
studying the wonders of the Universe, he himself is the
greatest marvel of all.

What remarkable powers man possesses ; what genius he
displays | The discoveries and inventions of the past wonder-
ful century not only indicate his interpretative and executive
abilities, but they revea! his imaginative and creative faculties
—the spirit’s powers by which he transcends the limits of the
visible and demonstrates the monarchy of mind. All these
triumphs of intelligence over blind force go to prove that man
is at last awake—that he is entering into self-possession and
becoming aware of his own capabilities—of his heritage from
God—and is learning to understand, and purposefully exercise,
his divine powers for self-government and self-expressioe,

Latter-day thinkers are coming to the conclusion that the
order and the absolute rightness of Nature necessitate the
recogoition of the fact that God is in the world, not outside of
it, They realise that the universe is thoroughly rational ;
that

¢ Nothing useless is or low,
Each thing in its place is best ’;
that everything has a meaping and serves some purpose, for
even
¢ That which seems but empty show,
Strengthens and supports the rest.’

Modern science has shown that when we understand sub-
stance and force, and their uses, the whole universe is intelli-
gible, and therefore intelligent. As man is challenged at all
pointa—aye, compelled by his environment—to seek to discover
the truth regarding Nature and himself, he is driven to the
great inference that he is related to a Supreme Intelligence,
and is called upon to become His interpreter, representative,
and co-worker. Although the Supreme Mind may not now be
regardod as personal in the same sense as of old (when Johovah
was represented as & King, who, seated upon his local throae,
received reports from, and issued commands to, His attendant
angels), yet, in & deeper and more spiritual sense than ever
before, the idea of a living God—n God of Wisdom and of
Love—who is not only above and through a)), but in whom
wo all live and have our being, ia moving the hearts of men to
a more truly truatful reverenco and devotion,
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But there is & decper consideration yet ; the spiritually-
minded man finds that there is a power within him which
impels him onward.  Through all past ages, urged forward by
an irresistible impulse, the race has moved onward and upward,
and individuals have found themselves possessed by ideas
which held them (instead of being held by them), and in obedi-
ence to that compulsion of the spirit they struggled (even unto
death) for Jiberty, for truth, and for righteousness. Thusmen
have come to realise their relation to the Spirit Divine, which
is ever calling them to ‘come up higher,’ to the fulfiiment of a
destiny which they have intuitively felt but could not fully
comprehend.

The vital point of religious experience is the awakeniog in
the individual spirit of what has been well called the Cosmic
Consciousness ; which means the intuitive recognition —without
argument or intellectual proof—of the onenesa of the human
spirit with the All-Father. This discovery of God is always
personal, for no man can find God for his neighbour. Each one
must awake to, or become spiritually aware of, his identity with
the Infinite; then all outer things will testify to its truth.
Then, and not till then, canthe spirit trace its heredity back to
God and enter into the promised land. This uprush from
withip, or opening of the inner vision, is indeed a Divine
Illumination, or revelation ; and although the brightness of
the vision may fade, the seer never entirely loses the sense of
the touch of the Hand Divine which healed his infirmities, snd
by causing the scales to fall from his eyes, bestowed on him the
priceless gift of sight. Beneath all the perplexing experiences
of life he sees an underlyiny purpose, an eternal order and truth,
and, above them all, a Supreme Beneficence which has pro-
vided for all real human needs and secures, ultimately, the
well-being of every living spirit.

THE ULTIMATE AIM.

————

*To set before human beings ugly mental pictures is a
crime against humanity, for it is this that keeps them on a
crude plane of spiritual evolution. The ultimate aim of exist-
ence is beauty and harmony of being—physically, mentally,
and spiritually ; therefore it should be the continual study of
those who pose as teachers and leaders to bring in evidence
the highest, and best, and noblest in every channel of thought
and field of endeavour.

¢If it be true that ‘*as a man thinketh in his heart, so is
he,” it is self-evident that mo preacher has any right to direct
the thoughts of his congregation to a hell of torment, or a
doctor to keep his patients’ minds filled with diseased thoughts,
or an editor to set forth thoughts and pictures of crime, war,
hunting, and other bad suggestions.’

Lucy A. MatLory.

Tur Feast or AL Souvrs.—The *‘Review of Reviews
quotes from sn article by Mr. J. G. Fraser, in the ¢ Fort-
nightly Review,’ in which he proves that ‘the nominally
Christian feast of All Souls is nothing but an old Pagan fes-
tival of the dead which the Church, unable or unwilling to
suppress, resolved from motives of policy to adopt.” He sug-
gests that the festival of All Souls on November 2uad originated
with the Celts, and spread from them to the rest of the Euro-
pean peoples, who, while they preserved their feasts of the
dead practically unchanged, may have transferred them to
November 2nd.}

AN IntRrRESTING EXPERIENCE.—A valued correspondent,
*V.N.T.,’ writes: *Yesterday I went to join a yachling
party. At the atation I met two ladies and one gentleman and
two spirit friends. We went, all of us, by train, by bus, by
ferry-boat, and then by dinghy to the yacht. Well, I had
been iotroduced as a clairvoyant, and, of course, the usual
question, ** Oh, do you see anyone with me 1" was put to me,
lt.wns pleasant to see the look of doubt when I said ¢Two
spirits have travelled with us all the way from the station ” ; it
was more pleasant to see and hear that the descriptions I gave
of those spirits were recognised ; but it was most pleasant to
realiso that another doubter had had proof that there is no
death, and that yct another man, released from his casket of
clay, hind been able to return and demonstrato that the body is

not the individual liviog personality, but merely a very unim-
portant part of it.’
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MUSINGS OF A MYSTIC.

The latest of ‘The Wisdom of the East Series’ pub-
lished by Mr. John Murray, is ‘ The Musings of a Chinese
Mystic.” The mystic is Chuang Tzii who lived, wrote,
wrangled and fished abont 200 years before Christ. He
was a follower of Lao Tziy but speculated amid abstrac-
tions and contradictions where Lao Tzt was content
to be homely and practical. He worried the adorers of
Confucius, bothered the conventional politicians, and
confused the plain people who simply wanted to be told
what they ought to do: but he is one of China’s great
men for all that,—one of its anti-materialistic Sages, and
perhaps its greatest writer, of whom Mr. Lionel Giles
says, in a usefol Introduction to the book, * He, of all the
ancients, wielded the most perfect mastery over Chinese
prose style, and was the first to show to what heights of
eloquence and beauty his native language could attain.
And, in these respects, great as the achievements are of
which later Chinese literature can boast, he bas never
been surpassed.’

The centre and pivot of Choang Tzi's teaching was
'Tao.’ Now this Tao was a very wonderful thing. It
originally meant road or way, and developed into right
roed or way, and then into the right way of Heaven, or of
the all-pervading Life of the Universe. This may mean
God, in our conventional use of the word, or it may mean
the Stream of tendency which makes for stability, peace
and righteousness. According to this mystic, everything
bas Tao in it, especially when it acts out the law of its
being. The steadfast earth basit; so bave the unerring
revolving suns and stars. The tip of a blade of grass has it.
*If metal and stone were without Tao, they would not be
capable of emitting sound.’ Tbat which, to the Sage, is
necessity is Tao. Man is born into Tao, and he can find
peace only by living in conformity with it. Wbhat the
Sage calls the * heavenly equilibrium ' is Tao, and ‘he who
holds the scales is God’ : and God is passinnless, a kind of
celestial mathematician, who destroys and is not cruel,
who benefits and does not count it charity, who was before
all antiquity and is not old, who supports the universe
and does not think of it as skill. He is the great, the
supreme, the ever-abiding Inevitable.

From this, Chuang Tzi deduced what may be called 3
line or law of life : and here begins the trouble: for the

LIGHT.

[September 22, 1906,

upshot of all this secmed to be that man should go fishing
and not worry. A story indeed is told of him in i
book, to this effect. The Prince of Ch'u, wishing the Sepe
to take charge of his State, sent two high officials 10 we
him about it. They found him fishing, and gave him the
prince’s message. Without turning his head, be quisdy
said, ‘I have heard that in Ch’u there is a sacred tortae
which has been dead some three thousand years, and tha
the prince keeps this tortoise carefully enclosed in a chex
on the altar of his ancestral temple. Now,’ said he, *wock
this tortoise rather be dead and have its remains venerated
or be alive and wagging its tail in the mud?’ ‘It woaki
rather be alive and wagging its tail in the mud, reples
the officials. ‘ Begone,’ said the Sage, ‘I too will wagay
tail in the mud’: and the-book abounds with advice to
men to go and do likewise.

‘Follow the path of least resistance’ seems to be
him a sofficient gospel, and it leads to some queer conse
quences. All the ten commandments appear to be summei
upin this: Go afishing and be quiet, for this is pefer
surrender to Tao the Great Peace, the Inevitable Day
is too strennous: Charity is fussy: Work is & burden:
Go and fish! or go and swim—and with the stream! It
bad to have passions : they ‘disturb the internal economy.
‘T make true pleasure to consist in inaction,’he sy
Nobody swears at an erratic boat unless there is somebodr
init. *Soitis with man. If he could only roam empy
through life, who would be able to injure him?’

Live, then, the natural life, he says.  Once upon a tize
people were natural.  There were no roads over mountains,
no bridges. Then people stayed at home and were cor
tent. People followed their natural instincts. ‘Beingal
equally without knowledge, their virtue could not g
astray.’ Then Sages appeared, *tripping up people over
charity, and fettering them with duty to their neighbom,
and doubt found its way into the world. And then, with
their gushing over music and fussing over ceremony,
the empire became divided against itself.” And the S
seems serions.

See what you have got, he says; a crowd of command-
ments which seem like the beating of a drum after afogi
tive. *Get rid of small wisdom and great wisdom wil
shine upon you. Put away goodness, and you will be
naturally good. A child does not learn to spesk because
taught by professors of the art, but because it lives among
people who can themselves speak.’ May there not, after
all, be some ‘method’ in this man’s ‘madness’! Ou
strenuous conventionalities and artificialities may have
done more to lead us wrong than right. The main thing
in deportment is to be manly and womanly with nstunl
self-possession, and not to put on airs learnt from a
dancing master. So with goodness; the maia thing is to
be good, and not to seemso : and it cannot be denied that
what we call ‘civilisation ' has substituted a great deal of
seeming for being. Look at your fine philosophers, he says,
what claim have they to praise ! Their nice distinctions
simply amount to knocking a hole in a wall in order to
stop it up with brambles; to combing cach individual
bair; to counting the grains for a rice pudding. Hor,in
the name of goodness, do they profit their generation !’

The real truth is that this mystic was as ono who st
above the world, regarding it as a noisy, drum-beating
show at the fair, and reflecting upon the vanity of it. Nay,
as one who wondered whether it wus not all illusion. How
do I know, be says, that love of life is not a delusion after
all! How do I know, but that he who dreads w
die is as a child who has lost the way and cannot find his
home ! The lady Li Chi wept bitterly when she left ber
father, but rejoiced greatly when she went with ber lord
and found everything so beautiful. So perchance the
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departed arc now sorry that they so clung tolife. By and
by will come the Great Awakening, and then we shall find
out that this life was a dream. Fools, he said, think they
are awake now, and fancy they are princes or peasants.
The little dream-play will soon be over. ‘Qnce upon a
time I, Chuang Tzd, dreamt I was a butterfly, fluttering
hither and thither, to all intents and purposes a butterfly.

Suddenly 1 awaked, and there I lay, myself again.
Now I do not know whether I was then a man dreaming I
was a butterfly, or whether I am now a butterfly dreaming
lam a man.’'

WHEN THE SOUL AWAKES.

Just as the body awakes daily from sleep, and looks
cut upon the world with renewed energy under the stimulus
of the returning light, so, ‘when the soul awakes in another
world, the power of life gives consciousness, and the dawn
breaks in its splendour upon the sight.' This parallel is
the theme of a fascinating and poetically written little book
by Mabel Collins (Mrs. K. Cook), entitled ¢The Awaken-
ing,' isued by the Theosophical Publishing Company, 161,
New Bond-street, W. We have previously had occasion to
notice beautiful writings by the same author, such as ‘Love's
Chaplet * and *The Story of the Year,' but this most recent
work from her pen goes fully into details of her psychic
experiences, and not hers only, for she tells us that they are
shared by others, ‘so that there can be no question of their
ezisting only in the thoughts or imagination of one person.’

Prominent among these experiences is that of being taken
out of the body and arriving, in the spirit, at a great hall,
surrounded by chapels, in which the lessons of extended exist-
ence are learnt. It was in one of these chapels that the author
received the teachings set forth in ¢ Light onthe Path’and ¢4
Cry from Afar.’ The great hall is also a place of worship, even
for those whose psychic senses are undeveloped : —

¢It has been explained to me that these are the worshippers
of truth, the devout souls from among the spirits of men, who
find their way here or are brought here by friends in a state of
unconsciousness. Their presence in this place is the result of
intense aspiration. From all the religions and churches of the
vorld they come here, and though in many cases the psychic
senses are still undeveloped, their association with the active
forces for good gives to them great rest and strength. And
at any moment, in an access of ferrour or by increased
inteasity of concentration, the veil may fall, sight and hearing
may come, and the wonder of the great reality of the life
beyond the physical will break suddenly upon the soul.’

The author is of the opinion that the old teaching which
has come to us through Egypt rightly *indicates that the spirit
of a mau is expected to take a difficult step upwards in the
course of that psychic experience which we call death, and
that mach help must be given to him from above and below.’ She
endorses Miss Frances Power Cobbe's contention that the last
words of dying persons should be carefully recorded, for *if
death were truly regarded as the supreme moment of life, and
the watchers gave their full value to overy word uttered by the
departing ove, we might know more of the nature of the
event as a psychic experience.’

Many of the teachings in this volume will bear to be pon-
dered on, In answer to her cry, * Surely that which is given
is taken away,’ the writer was told : * Nothiog is taken away
~—it is only placed higher up, that you may follow it upward.
Ugly by such means can man's nature be released from the
boodsge of physical sensation.” She believes in the reality of
dream life, and says : —

* There are many interesting experiences and places open to
the spirit in the dream state, even though it carry with it a con-
ditian of disbelief and incredulity. There are spaces of country
in the ethereal world, ethereal gardens full of lowers, cities of
magnificent buildings, and wide seashores, where the spirits of
men obtain health and strength while their bodies rest in sleep.
The physical rest is the smallest part of the refreshment
brought by sleep. The P’ath is to be found by the way of

duty in dauly life, and those whose hopes of personal pleasure
are surrendered, and whose days are given to devoted effort,
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find the compensation for cheerless hours of dsylight in
delightful experiences during sleep.’

It is io this ethereal world 'that teachipg is received
from the Masters, such as cannot ba obtained in our world
of sense and intellect, and the effects of it will sooa be
seen in the daily life.  The education of newly arrived disear-
nate spirits is described, and we are told that ‘the spirit is
sowetimes ignorant of the event of the physical death ; if it comes
quite suddealy, as the result of an accident, the effect is that
of losing sight unexpectedly of a certain set of people aad a
certain surroundiog, and the mystery of their disappearance is
one which the spirit sometimes cannot solve for itself.” Asto
the ecstasy of the completely awakened man, we are told :—

‘He has attained to that state which is really beiog alive
and being awake and being fally conscious. He enters now
into the rapture of living, he enters apon the task set before
the awakened spirits, of working for the emancipation of the
race from beyond the threshold of physical life. And his joy
and delight are in the effort and the work ; he rises from his
body, proud, glad, triumphaat.’

Even the partially awakened man, who *is reachiog out
towards his inheritance, and begins to realise that life and love
and activity are bis inheritance, helps the whole race onward
and becomes a benefactor of his kind.'

A HEALER’'S SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE.

Writipg in a recent issue of * Mind,’ Carlyle Harrison relates
a striking spiritual experience which will doubtless be of interest

to the readersof ‘Ligar." Mr. Harrison says that after a very
busy day be was about to retire, when he was called to the
telephone, and a woman's voice, in anxious tones, requested
him to send an absent treatment to her hasband, who was
suffering intensely and seemed likely to die. She described his
symptoms and related the verdict of the doctors and concluded,
with empbasis, ‘If be could only sleep, it might save him, but
the doctor thinks he cannot hold out against the pain much
longer.’

Being young in the practice of mental suggestion as a bealing
agent, and this being the first time he had been cailed upon for
an abseot treatment, Mr. Harrison hesitated, although the
woman's agitaticn stirred him deeply, but a second appeal, in
beartrending accents : *Oh, doctor ! Do say you can help him ;
I am swre you cap,’ decided him. In his heart he apswered
reverently : *According to thy faith be it unto thee,” and
through the telephone he assured her that he would do his
utmost for her husband to come into relation with the healing
power of the universe, and said : ¢ Surely he will be restored.
He will sleep to-night, and Nature will prepare his body for
the incoming of mew life." A sudden strength had possessed
him and he spoke as if inspired. The woman's grateful voice
answered : ‘Oh! Thank you, doctor! God bless you!' He
then counselled her to be calm (as her agitation would interfore
with her busband's recovery) ; to make her husband comfort-
able for the night ; totell the nurse that she felt sure he would
be better in the morning, and leave the rest to him.

Some six months before this Mr. Harrison had given up an
extensive medical practice that he might be free to devote more
time to the study of the inner forces of man, but the importa-
uate demand of a former patient had led him to leave his study
and put some of the ideas he had been gathering to the test,
and havipg treated the sufferer by mental suggestion sv that he
was completely restored to health in a few days—although the

wmedical man in attendance had decided that the case was hope-
leas—he was forced to divide his attention between the study
and the practice of tha new system of therapeutics. Howerer,
when called upon, as already stated, by the wife of a man he
had never seea to treat her husband, who was suffering from an
acute phase of a dangervus disease, his first impalse was to
revert to his former medical treatment, but he remembered
that if he was to be of any service in this serious case it must be
through suggestion at long range. Kaowing that he had already
won haif the battle by sotting the mind of the sufferer’s wife at
reet he procecded to give absent treatment, hoping for inspira-
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tion from abovo. But Mr. Iarrison had bottor tell tho rost in

his own words. Ho says :—
* Olosing my oyes, and becoming perfoctly pnssivo physi-
cally, T pictured to myself the city about mo, at that hour
wrapped in slecp. I seemed to rino abovo it, and took down
upon its deserted streots and silont buildings. Suddenly the
meaning of it all flashed upon me, My apirit broathed peaco
into overy home, and comfort into tho weary and sorrowful
hearts, waking or sleepiug, that were within the range of
my coneciousness, A marvellous tondorness and strength
awoko within me. Then I turned my nttention to the locality
in which was tho home where my thought was most needod.
A faint bluc light scomed to hnog above theo house, and
attracted my attontion. It seemed liko a prayer for help that
had not faith enough to roach the heavens it sought. I bont
my attention full upon that home, and suddenly scemed to bo
in the presence of the dying man.

* There was no sense of physical surroundings now. The
city and the house were gone. Only this soul and its suffering
were present with me, and my own outer personality scemed to
have been swept away. Unutterable peace, combined with a
sense of irresistible power, possessed me. 1 breathed upon
him, and felt my companion's nerves relax. Bomething like a
great sigh disturbed the atmosphere, and then all was still.

1 opened my eyes, and was surprised to find myself still
in my study. I folt strangely confidont now that all would be
well, and 1 went to my own room. Physically, I was very
tired, aod scarcely consvious of the act, I disrobed. All the
while there scemed to be a host of angels about me, and a
feeling of blissful elation was in my heart. Steadily I poured
forth a current of life-giving energy toward my patient, thrill-

ing as I did so with the joy it awakened in my soul.

¢In this rapture, Ilay down for the night, scarcely expecting
to sleep, my feeling was so intense, Gradually, however, 1
drifted into an unconscious state and suddenly a far-away voice

scemed to call me. I am coming,” I answored, as if I had
expected the summons. ¢ I'll be with you as soon as I close
my house.”

¢ Then I was conscious that my own body was lying almost
rigid, and I was weaving a spell about it, as if to protect it
from intrusion, while I was absent on some prospective jour-
noy. Then Ituroed in the direction whonce the call had come,
and sped away, without impedinent, some invisible attraction
drawiog me to my goal.

* I came to the house of my patient, and saw hanging above
it a murky grey cloud, in the middle of which was the figure of
a man, deeply shrouded in dark garments that seemed to trail
earthward, The light of keen desire gleamed feverishily in
his eyes a8 he extended his hands imploringly to me. ¢ I—I
do not understand ! " he said. **I have left my body, and this
is terrible. I am choking in this fog. Is this the fabled hell
they talk about? I thought death was oblivion.”

‘I made my way through the oppressive gloom with which he
was surrounded, and grasped his hands. My own form, I then
noticed, glowed with a beautiful golden light. ** Do not fear,"”
I said. ¢ Your body is asleep. Let us leave it in Nature's
care. We will returp to it presently.”

‘ He cast off his outer cloak, and it melted away in the dark-
ness. I saw that he was a man of splendid stature and fine
features, but his whole person was shrouded in doubts and
fears, though the darkest one was now gone. He looked in
wonder at the writhing, gloomy forms about him, and then at
me. ‘‘But why,” he asked incredulously, ¢‘do you, a being
of light, come into this horrible cavern 1"

**“You called me,” I answered. *‘I heard your cry of
need, and I camg to you.”

¢* You have indeed brought light,” he rejoined, with the
measured speech of one who is habitually keen and cautious,
¢ But how came I into this dungeon? The light you shed
upon it only makes it more terrible to me.”

‘¢ You have lived in it many yecars,” I answered.

¢ A toogue of livid flame Jeaped from his head, and flashed
out in the darkness. His look was a challenge.

¢ ¢ You have never seen it bofore,” 1 eaid. ** This is the
first time your inner eyes have been opened. Theso are your
thoughts of fear and doubt. They have long been your com-
panions. Now look upon them and see if you love them."

¢ He looked sterply about, at the leering, hideous faces that
peered out of the gloom, and they shrank back from his gaze.
¢ It is true,” he eaid, humbly, *‘I know them sll. 1 have
created them. 1 have nourished them. It is no wonder they
cling to me. God help me to destroy them | "

¢ As he spoke, a pure blue light streamed upward from his
head, and down around us both flowed & luminous, fragrant
ether, which dissipated the dark forms and left us standing,
clothed with light, in a world of beauty. Before us stood a
being of dazzling splendour, who led us swiftly through the
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heavons,  Wo camo at length to a pronk from whonco, with the
wonderful vision that now illumined us, we might ohsery,
many regions.  Horo we roclinoed at his bidding, and ho sk,
to us,

¢ ¢ Brothers, you nro hnth seokers after truth, nnd you hy,
como now to the threshold of her kingdom. Bohold hor wig,
domain ! It lies bofore us and around us. From this hoigh,
vast nreas aro to bo meon, but nono have travelled so far o
rison 8o high as to behold its boundaries, Only in the howt
of man she is somotimes donied, hor wisdom floutoed, hor luy
ignored. Boloved, you have both sought hor. Yot you hay
barred hor out, Sho does not wholly possess you,”

¢ 1 know,” said my companion, *‘my fears and douby
have shrouded the entrance of my hoart. I have wilfully for.
bidden faith to onter. I know now that a man possesses Trath
only when his boeing is open to receive it, when the mirror of
his soul reflocts tho majesty of all life, whon Infinity enlen
into him, nnd ho rests at poace within it.”

¢+ You havo interprotod the vision well,” respondod ow
guide.
+I wondered in my own heart how a man who was so latdy
the slavo of such dark fenrs could so suddenly comprohond the
vast boauty of truth. The radinnt one rend my thought, s
continued, spenking to me, ¢ You have boon neeking Truth e
Truth’s sake, but this soul has boon soeking for Love's ssko,
Because his life was not entiroly full of love, fenrs have erept
in and possessed him. His vision wna not clear. When he
arose nnd called upon the Divino within him to esst out ol
fonr, ho was filled with love, and his soul mirrored the truth,
But you, to whom truth has been tho supreme aim, do yu
not seo that you have neglected love 7 Truth roigna in o man
only when overy avenue of his being is illumined by he
presenco. 'The vast halls of intollect you have oponed to her
sway. The domo of reveronce you have filled with her besuty.
But somowhere in the palaco of your mind thore is a gusrded
chamber you have not invited her to enter., Your homsgo is
not complete. Give her your heart as well as your brain.”

1 bowed my head. I thought how long years sgo I bl
shut Love up in a cell in my heart, and sealed the door; hor
1 had smothered her cries, and brought her sister, Duty, ko
govern the house in her stead. Duty had asked me somotimes
to lot her sister out, hut I argued that she would taketw
much of my time, and prevent my studying, and make con-
fusion in the house, for Love is a great blunderer. Bo Day
bravely obeyed, and the cries ceased.

« Now, however, I heard the voice of Duty crying withia
me, *‘Let Love out ! O, let her out! She is a littlo thiog, but
she is wise, and if you let her out into the sunshine, she wil
grow and fill the house with blessing 1"

¢I listened to the voice of Duty crying within me, sud [
looked into the faco of my radiant teacher, My compsnion
camo close to me, and clasped my hand. There was & glory in
his eyes. I opened the door of the secret cell, and Love came
out. Truth went before me into the cell, and when I followed
her there was a glorious throne erected. 8he sat thereon, and
called Love to share it with her.

¢ Qur guide disappeared. My companion and I sat alone
upon the great peak, overlooking the domain of Truth, whos
throne was within us, Suddonly he rose and listened, then
turned, and said, *‘ I must go.”

«In an instant wo wero standing in the room where his
body lay. His wife waa kneeling beside it, repestiog his name
oagerly, in an agony of nusponse. (Quickly he entered the
silent form, and revived it.

* What a grecting that was! All sigo of suffering gone,
and the gloom of years dissipated, his face was indeed angolic,
No wonder that she embraced him with unreasonable oagerness.

¢¢Oh| My darling!” she cried, **I thought you wers
never coming back to me."”

¢ He looked at her radiantly. *‘I have slopt,” he mid
¢+1 have had a strange dream—it was very beautiful, Little
woman, all the darkness is gono. Wo shall be happy—"

¢ +*Don't try to talk, dear,” the wifo said, tenderly, * You
will waste your strength,”

¢ 4¢ 1 am 8o much bottor,” he said, with lingoring surprise,
¢¢ Tho fear in all gone, I think that dream must have been
true,”

*Then he closed his eyes, and fell into a light alumber, still
holding his wife’s hand. I loft them thus, and woke up in my
own chamber, to sce the pale light of dawn in thewky. It
seomed like the light of the soil in that far country which ws
had visited during the night.

* When T met vy family at breakfast n fow hours later,
there seemed to be a now life in tho home.  Kor years, plaging
the part of duty faithfully, I had yet lived a lifo apart from
theirs, First the absorbing interest of my profossion, and then
this lator paussion for esoteric study, had completely ocoupied
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my mind, This morning T kissed my wifo for tho first timo in

monthn, and spont an hour or two playing with the boys, much
to thoir delight., Fverything had bocome suddenly lovely to
mo and my soul wan full of gratitude for the revelation ol the
provious night,

'But 1 mearcoly dared to trust it completoly, until that
aftornoon the little woman who had appenled to me the night
before camo in, By tho radiance upon her eountonance, 1
know that tho dangor wna past,

¢+ He nlopt last night,” she snid, ** and since then ho seomn
to bo making splendid progress. The doctors are surprised.”

¢t 1n ho cheerful 7” 1 asked, gunrdedly,

$4 Yes, Strangoly #o, Ho snys that he hiad a dream whilo
ho slept, which ho cannot remaomber, except that ho no longer
hna any senso of fear—he feols as though ho had left it nll
bohind’. Oh! Doctor! How can wo bho grateful enough to
youl"

““Do not thank me," I cricd, for the thought actunlly gave
mo pain.  ** Divino Love has restored him, and blessed him
spititunily as well as physically. Let your whole life bo a song of
servico and love, in recognition of this great henediction.”

¢ 8he was silent, snd wo sat for n moment with bowed heads,
Wheon she roso to go, she took my hand, and said earnestly,

*4 1t doow scem like a special providence, doctor, but 1
must thank you for your part in it."”

* Whon sho was gone, I went to my study and put my books
in order. For many days I did pot touch them, but apent
hours in meditation, gavoe moroe time to the healing work, and

above all, won my wife’s heart anew, and made friends of my
children.

‘8o Truth camo to reign in my life, with Love to share the
throne, and Duty as Prime Minister.'

THE PHYSICAL BASIS OF ASTROLOGY.

Students of astrology have frequently been disturbed by

the consideration that, as far as they could soo, there was oo
physical explanation of the actions of the difforent planets
snd their aspects as presupposed by astrological tenchings. In
‘Modern Astrology ' for Boptember, Mr, G. K. Sutcliffo,
student of modern mathematical phyaics, comes to the rescue
with a deeply thoughtful first paper on *The Foundations of
Physical Astrology,’ in which he endeavours to supply the
migsing link, and to give astrology what he calls a ¢ physical
vehiclo,' or a *mechanism by which tho effects dealt with in
nstrology can be rationally explained.’

Mr. Butcliffe desals first with gravitation, and the motioas
of the planets round the sun. Ho explains ¢ planetary motions
and forces without making use in any way of tho mystorious
force of gravity, of which we know nothing,’ nnd substitutes
in its place *the forces of clectricity and magnetism, of which
wo know a great deal.” By toxt book mothods he calculates
the electrostatic charge of the carth, and then, considering
the moon's motion in hor orbit as due to n magnetic field, he
shows that the electrostatic charge of the earth can bo calou-
latod at almost exactly the eamo figure as that obtained by a
consideration of its mass.

Further, he shows that the fact that the earth by its
diurnal rotation *prenonts cach part of its surface alternately
towards and away from the sun's magnetic field’ is suflicient
mathematically to account for the diurnal variation of the
magnetic needle.  Again, ho finds that the clectrostatio chargo
on the sun buars the same proportion to that on the carth as
tho mass of tho sun dooes to that of tho earth, and says :—

‘It will be meen from this that overything that can bo
deduced from the force of gravity oan also be deduced from the
clectro-magnotic theory, whilst this theory, on the other haud,
tella us moro than the theory of gravity, sinco it explains the
magnetic forcon working throughout the solar systom, which
the theory of gravity does not. The mothod we have used to
oxplain the motion of the henvenly bodies is the same method
aa tho physiciat uses in his laboratory to measuro the electric
charge of an atom and the mass of un eloctron. We havo,
thoreforo, used only forcos which tho physicist can handlo and
control.’

By an invorsion of tho ordinary idos, Mr. Sutcliffe rogards
tho contripetal or attractivo force as electric and the contrifugnl
or repulsive force ns magnotio ; while the combined eluctro-
magnetic forces give riso to planetary rotations. Tho electric
force radintes in all directions trom a charged body,
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othor bndies nro near it, in which cwo it i dirocted towarda
thom, thus, in tho solar aystem, forming a serion of lines of
force linking togethor the difforont moembors :—

“I'ho necrets of natrology, thereforo, are bound up with the
inner mechaniam of theno linew of forco, ncting bhetwoen
difforent members of the systom, and it is by investigating the
nature and charactor of thoso linen that tho laws governing
untrological influonces can become understood. This network
of lines of forco, ncting ncross tho intervening apaces bistwoon
the heavenly bodies, may be Jooked upon as an emontial part of
the anatomy and physiology of Ltho solar organism.’

In future papers Mr, Butcliffo promises to deal with the
mothod of ealculating the potentinls of the plancts, and he
states that ¢ each hody wends into apace four kiuds of electron,
cach producing ita own vibration as it travela along the lines
of forco.’ Thoe divisiona ot the Zdine nre likewine compared

with the divisiona of tho octave in inusic. *1n order that a

musical instrument should be perfectly in tuno when played on

in every key, it i necesnary to divide the octave into twenty-

sovon sepatate noten, Now the ancionta not only divided the
Zodiac into twelve signy, but alse into twenty-seven nuterisms,
and these asterisms aro still used by the Kwtern nstrologer.’
Henco wo have a mathematical reason, known to Pythagoras,
for the expression * music of tho spheres.’

SCIENCE AND THE OCCULT.

Mr. W. L. Wilmshurat considers, in the *Occult Review,
* the boaring that the progressive results of official acienco have
upon the recondite probleins which belong to the domain of the
nsuperphysical, and form the subject of paychical research.’ He
thioks that, *as a tunnel bored from opposite sides, Naturo may
bo probed from different points,’ with tho result that *seoner
or later a juoction will be effected ; a noxus established botweon
the obvious and the obscure.’

Mr. Wilmshurst refors to ‘the inevitable tendency of
modern physical scienco to oliminate from ita inquirics, and
oven from ita belief, everything beyond the reach of senso.’
Inevitable, becauso physical scicnce deals with the things of

sense, but not n final tendency, as Mr. Wilmahurat goeson to
remark :—

¢ Stern adhesion to this principle has ended in a rosult the
converso of what was to beexpected.  Agnosticism in regard to
the supersensual is alowly, but perceptibly, hecoming displaced
by a condition of open-mindedness in which further knowledge
of the physical and tho accumulatiog evidonce in regard to tho
super-physical may be trusted to make their own impressions and
servo for tho construction of a larger and surer philosophy than
any the human mind has yet been capable of formulating.’

Referonce is made to Mr. Hartland's paper in tho Anthro-
pological Scction of tho British Association, dealing with tho
relations between magic and religion, and Mr. Wilmshurst
points out that what is now demonstrated, by modern research
into human personality, with regard to the aura, or *physical
vohicle of the aubliminal self,’ is quite in line with tho bolicfs
of *races living noarer to Nature than we,” and says: ¢ Mr,
Hartland indicates that the knowledge of this latent side of
peraonality is quito familiar to cortain primitive races who put
it to practical use,’ and to this powor of utilising it ho traces
all magic, witcheraft, and priestcralt, Mr. Wilmshurst con-
tinues : —

* Mr. Hartland's paper might appropriately havo been read
to an audienco of psychical rosearchers, Ita signiticant featuroe
is tho evidonco of tho existonco in man, however primitive, of
subtle potencies and attributes of which civilised races have
lost the sight, but not the use. Those potencies and attributes
must needs bo, in their physical ossence, of an electric or
magaotic nature.  How are we to explain their existence?
From tho fact that living organisms are continuous geperators
of eclectricity, the radiations of which necessarily impinge
upon, and convey itnpressions to, other organisms. . . Force,
whother porsonalised or depersonalised, is, wo know, an ex-
pression of will, and will, in turn, is unimaginable oxcopt as
an attributo of porsonality.  Unilication, thon, of the maturial
and immuterial, of tho manifost and sensible, and of the cccult
and elusive, in a Porsenality in which all things muat needs live
and movo nnd havo their being, is the goal to which all scionce

is, ly and by variouy paths, progroassing.’
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TELEPATHIC SPIRIT MESSAGES.

In an autobiographieal sketch in the ¢ Harbingor of Light,’
Mr. W. J. Colville deals with telepathy in relation to spirit
messages and says :—

¢I have been ropeatedly asked to describe the difference

between telepathic and spiritual messages, and I frankly confess
that I have rarely been able to clearly distinguish bet ween them,
And this statement suffices to introduce a consideration which
is in my opinion a matter of great importance. Tnke, for
example, Thomson Jay Hudson’s much-discussed theory of two
minds and two memories. Hudson avers that the subjective
mind is the sole seat of the telepathic faculty, and in his cele-
brated books, ¢ The Law of Psychic Phenomena,” ** A Scien-
tific Demonstration of the Future Life,” ¢* The Divine Pedigree
of Man,” and others, he industriously undertakes to prove
that, though the objective mind with its memory may perish
with the deceace of the physical organism, the subjective mind
with its memory continues to live on in the life of immortality.
If this premiss is sound, then Hudson's ‘conclusion, as put
forth in many of his articles, is quite unwarranted ; and it is
the height of absurdity on his part to declare that Spiritualists
are *‘fighting in the last ditch,” because recent experiments in
the ample field of psychical discovery have abuudantly proved
the reliability of just such telepathy as Hudson and many
others iotelligently vouch for.

*My own experiences in numberless instances have com-
pletely satisGed me that in nine out of any average ten
instances when psychic communion between friends can be
clearly demonstrated, it is almost impossible to discriminate
exactly between a message received from a communicant on
earth and from one who has passed to the other side of exist-
ence. What, indeed, is that ‘¢ other side ” but the side to which
telepathy is indigenous ? And can we possibly be sure that when
we are functioning telepathically we are not behaving just as
we should continue to behave were we suddenly divested of our
material eovelopes? If the physical frame be but a sheath or
vehicle of the abiding entity, which is the true individual, then
all the fascinating evidences of thought transference, or mental
telegraphy or telephony, accumulating everywhere, are but so
many convincing proofs of the reality of our spiritual nature in
the here aud now, which will prove continuous in the hereafter.
Evidences of psychic presence and spiritual guidance having
attended my steps from infancy, I cannot specialise any par-
ticular season when I have epjoyed the greatest number of
distinct proofs of super-terrestrial guidance, but such have
always been most distinct and multiple when the need for them
has been greatest.’

THE SUBLIMINAL IN HARNESS.

On p. 430 of *LicHT’ reference was made to an experi-
mental demonstration ‘of curative hypnotism by Dr. Quack-
enbos, of Columbis University, New York. The same gentle-
man contributes to the ¢ North American Review,’ for August,
an article on ¢The Transliminal,” which is quoted in this
month’s ¢ Review of Reviews.” Dr. Quackenbos regards the
‘translimioal,’ which is our old friend the subliminal under
another name, as the image of God within us, capable of trans-
forming character and regeneratiog mankind. Normally, that
is to say apart from hypunotic ioterference, this influence is
exerted during natural sleep. Dr. Quackenbos says : —

¢Sleep is not a state of spiritual torpor, but rather of
intense transliminal activity. It is the school of the soul, in
which there is mot only spiritual development, but probable
access to stores of knowledge, to a wealth of facts and memory-
images seemingly registered in some incorporeal chamber of
records which the subjective self may explore at will. The
Neo-Platonist was right in proclaimiog *‘the night-time of the
body to be the day-time of the soul.” But granted, duriog
the hours of rest, symposiums of kindred transliminal spirits,
incarnate and excarnate, having interests in common, and free
to combioe and interpenetrate ; granted, on such occasions,
unrestricted access on the part of every soul to the knowledge
and experience, and impulses and ideals cherished by every
other soul, then thought impression duriog states of sleep is
rationally explained through creative communication. In the
act of waking, as the traosliminal dissolves into the supra-
liminal consciousnpess, the treasures detected or acquired during
sleep are paraded before the objective view, Ideas elaborated
in trausliminal regions are appropriable spontaneously without
expenditure of brain-energy. Thought is easy and rapid;
perplexities are disentangled in a flash of intuition ; and know-
ledge cooserved in the higher self, but novel to the objective
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mind, clamours for utterance. Kveryone may cultivate the
habit of lingering at the morning hour in this borderland
between the outer and the inner man, and garoering the re.
sources of the transliminal state for the bettorment of his
objective existence.’

Auto-suggestion, we are told, ‘is a simple means whereby
simple men may become better, wiser, happier, more god-like,’
We have only to ¢lapse into sleep with the transliminal in-
voked to employ itself’ as desired, and *the life beautiful is
within the reach of all through this natural means, for mans
earthly constitution is not incompatible with the indwelling of
the Divine." Dr. Quackenbos thinks that if a few thousand
earnest persons could be ‘consecrated to the work of dis-
seminatiog this creed of self-help among the people of the
earth,’ the regeneration of the world within ten years would
become an easy problem, provided that humanity was williog
to be thus uplifted and purified. As he says :—

*The discovery of a new star, or chemical element, or
micro-organism is of absorbiog interest ; but such interest
pales into triviality beside that evolved in opening the way to
a perfect cornprehension of man's relatiouship to Deity, to des.
tiny, to his disesmbodied fellows and to other spiritual person-
alities that are not of this fold. Metaphysics seem destined,
in the twentieth century, to demoustrate immortality on re-
putable scientific grounds, by establishing the laws of telepathy
and translating into the earth life supersensuous perceptions
(clairvoyance), to determine the possibility or impossibility of
human communication with discarnate souls, to effect that
adjustment with patural law which will bauish disease and
render painless the close of human life.’

The value and safety of self-suggestion lies in the fact that
it is under one's own control, and Dr. Quackenbos tells usthat
self-suggestion, given just before sleep, is all but equivaleat to
suggestion given by amother. Of course, as in other things,
some persistence is needed, as well as earnest intention that
the suggestions may take effect.

TESTIMONY OF TWO PROFESSORS.

A journalist sends to the ¢ Giornale d’ Italia,’ from Leghors,
an account of a conversation (reproduced in ‘Luce e Ombra’)
on spiritualistic phenomena, in which two distinguished profes-
sors of physiology and medicine gave their opinion with regard
to Eusapia Paladino, in the presence of a company consisting
of deputies, senators, lawyers, and other public personages.
Professor Luciani narrated the following experience :—

* One evening, at a séance, I held Eusapia by one hand, and
Ernest Nathan held the other. Presently she said that she was
being raised in the air, and we felt this movement, which
caused us to rise from our seats, but without either assisting or
opposing it. When Paladino ceased to rise, I ordered the light
to be turned on, aud we saw that she was still seated in her
chair, but the latter had its two front legs on the table. To
have raised the medium and the chair in thie manoer would
have required two mep, and Lesides, what held the chair in
position with only two legs on the table?’

Professor Queirolo then told his own experience, to this

effect :—

¢Once I went to Pisa to be present at a séance with
Paladino. I went as a scientific man ought to go, ready to
observe and without preconceptions. I had formed in my
mind a programme of experiments which I wished to try with
Paladino, and had not spoken of it to anyone. I held the
medium’s hand during the sitting, and after several phe
nomena had occurred I formed s thought in my mind ; Paladine
suddenly turned to me, saying, * The person you expect is
here.” I was thiuking of my mnother, and though she may
have read this in my mind, yet I redoubled my close super-
vision, and a few seconds afterwards I felt a caress on my face,
given by the hand of my mother. I recognised the haod by s
peculwsrity of one of the fingers., 1 neither aflirm nor deny
materialisation ; I state a fact without attemptioy to explainit.
I will add that the hypothesis of survival of the spirit is all the
more reasonable in that it would push the Darwinian theory to
its extrems and yet lcgical consequences. Moauwhile lot us
cgnuuue to mako sure of facts; perhaps scivnce will explaio
them.'

Mus, D, D. Home.—Can any friond tell us whether Mss.
D. D. Home is atill living, aud if 8o, what her prosent addreas
is7  We shall be very thaukful for the information.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.
The Edilor i nol responsible for the opinions expressed by correspondents
and sometimes publizhes what he does not agree with for the purpose
of presenting views that may elicit disoussion.

¢ Automatic Writing in Latin.’

Sin,~—T feel sure that Mr. J. F. Darley (* Liant,’ p. 443)
is mistaken in assuming that the adjective parvo can be used to
qualify the adverb benc. To qualify an adverb another adverh
is needed, and we should expect a phrase like paulo bene.
Besides, that this is not the real menaning of the phrase is shown
by the parallel passage from Horace, supplied by Mr. Wilmshurst,
which reiers to the fact that a man can live well on small
means when he inherits n home and all that belongs to it.
Possibly this may be tho meaniog of gratuitum : ¢ provided
freo of all (further) cost.” I do pot thiok that this word would
have been chosen to express the idea of volantary action, or
williog acquiescence, and I therefore think that, of the two
correspondents whose letters appear on p. 443, Mr. Wilmshurst
is right as to thoe first portion of the Latin phrase, and Mr.
Datley as to the seccond.—Yours, &e.,

J. B. 8.

Smr,—With all due deference to the critics of my version
of the Latin * Vivitur parvo bene cui gratuitum,” I beg to
defend it. Mr, Darley and Mr, Wilmshurst are both evidently
afraid to accept the use of the ablative of price in a word like
‘parvo,” But there is no doubt that the word * parvo’ was used
occasionally for ‘*parvi,’ ‘cheaply,” in old-fashioned and
idiomatic popular elang ; and Horace's argument in Od. 1I. 16,
where the phrase * Vivitur bene parvo’ occurs, islost unless we
translate it *cheaply.” The Ode is an appeal for reversion to
the ‘simple life.” After showing that happiness does not come
from rushing about and accumulating kingly fortunes, he says
that good living can be had without cost. One only wauts one’s
family salt cellar clean and bright, &c. Hence I take it that
the above phrase might he tersely rendered ¢Good living is
cheap to obe who lives without charges’ (‘cui gratuitum
vivitur '), and the communicator might be referring to spirit
life, where one can live * without money and without price.’—
Yours, &e., Freperic Taurstay.

Mr. Eldred’s Scances in Paris.

Sir,—I will not ask space in your journal to discuss Mr.
Eldred. It would be contrary to his own wishes, as he has
now re-entered commercial life, is hard at work to build up his
Lusiness, and has no * desire to be recognised as a medium.’ It
was oply at the earnest solicitation of a few persons in Paris,
who, notwithstanding the exposure of last winter, still believed
they had witnessed genuine spirit phenomena at Clown, that he
consented to come to France.

It was my good fortune to be one of the guests at Sanvic.
I should like to briefly describe the last séance but ono. There
was singing and some conversation, when Mr. Eldred asked to
retire to the adjoining room to change his clothes in the presence
of witnesses, as at the previous sittings. Much to his surprise,
M. Gabriel Delanne said he would not ask it, as all had confi-
dencein him. He did this, hoping to give greater assurance
to the medium and so obtain more complete results.

Mr. Eldred then entered the cabinet wearing his ordinary
clothes which he had expected to change, but soon returned
under control and said there were still doubters present. He
insisted upon M. Delanne's entering the cabinet with him, and
in his presence removed all his own clothing, which was handed
tome. Even the famous pumps which had figured on previous
occasions were kicked off. He then put on the black costume
mentioned in Mme. Letort’s letter, At no time did we sit in
darkness,

Several forms fully draped in white appeared aod approached
the sitters. ’

After the séance, I remainod with Mr. Eldred till he
regained consciousness, then accompanied him to his room, and
aw him remove the black costume, thus exposing his body. I
then took the costume and locked it up in the séance chamber.

I know this brief report will convince no one, butit isa
satisfaction to us who witnessed it, as wo believe wo saw actual
spirit phenomena.

I might add that the last séance, like some others, was a total
failure. It would seem, were Mr. Eldred a mere trickster,
that he might have given one more exhibition of his art ia further
recognition of the hospitality extended him.—Yours, &e.,

A.T. Waire.,

Wepgen, Switzerland,

September 10th, 1906.
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The Rev. B. F. Austin’s Hundred Questions.

Sie,—The Rev. B. F. Austin has thought fit, in the pages
of *Reason,’ to lay before the clergy one hundred questions.
A few of these were given in ¢ Liaut ' for September 8th, and
on three of these I should like to say a word or two.

1. Mr. Austin asks: *Can you deny that nearly all the
miracles of Old and New Testament times are in connection
with, or a result of, angelic visitation?'

1 do depy it most emphatically ; and it would interest me
exceedingly to see Mr. Austin’s proof that tho miracles per-
formed, for example, by Moses, Elijah, and Elisha in Old
Testament times, and by our Lord, St. Peter, and St. John in
New Testament times, were ‘in connection with, or a re-
sult of, angelic visitation.” Holy Scripture, at any rate, gives
us no hint that they were.

2. Mr. Austin asks : * Were not these angels ' (whoso visits
we read of inthe Bible) ‘in most cases at least, the spirits of
departed men and women 3’

There is no reason in the world why we should suppose
that they were. Certainly there is nothing in the scriptural
account of their appearing to warrant so uonecessary an idea.

3. Mr. Austin asks : * If men who have passed through the
change called death are ** angels," or ** equal to the angels,” and
angels are ‘*all ministering spirits sent forth to miaister to
them who shall be heirs of salvation,” may not all the so-called
miracles wrought on our plane by the exercise of spirit power
through their ministry 1’

But ‘men who have passed through the change called
death ' are not, on that account, angels, or ¢equal to the angels.’
Our Lord, in His reply to the Sadducees, says that men * when
they shall rise from the dead ' shall be *as the angels in heaven,’
and it is clear from the context that He means by this that
man's ‘spiritual body’ will not be liable to the passions of the
¢ natural body ' ; but we are not told that such a resemblance
to the angels will take place at death, but rather when men
¢ shall rise from the dead.” That is, at-the resurrection. [The
whole passage, St. Mark xii., 18 27, should be studied. ]

1t would be hard to support by any passage of Scripture
the extraordinary hypothesis advanced by Mr. Austio, that
when men die they turn into *angels.’—Yours, &ec.,

Alderton Vicarage. C. E. Hurcaiyson.,

Musical Mediumship.

Str,—1 have a dsughter, not yet twenty years of age, who
some time ago commenced automatic writing. Soon afterwards
the writing spirits spoke through her, and assured us that if we
got a piano they would cause her to play it. Actiog on their
advice, I got a pisno, and the first time she sat down to it she
played beautifully, though she does not know a note of music.
We have had several mnusicians to hear her and no one can
understand it. She pliys so rapidly that pianists of fiftecn
years' practice admit that they are unable to equal it. Good
singing is given through her in both mule and female voices,
and we have been told by the spirits that in a short time
she will undergo a change and the music will be much better.
I am only a puor miner, 80 you may imagine what a semsation
all this is causing in & colliery village, and, at first, people threw
stones into my house.

Mr. W. H. Robinson, of Newcastle, having heard about
the phenomens, came to see for himself, and I am acting on
his advice. We have also been visited by several ladies and
gentlemen who have done us good with their sympathy, and
Dr. Horsman, of Bradford, advised me to write to one of the
spiritualist organs. About fourteen years ago I had a strange
experience and was then told by my spirit friends of what is
taking place now. I was a Methodist up to then, and have
ever since been a believer in Spirituslism. The spirit who
plays the piano through my daughter speaks in English, and
in what we are told is Russian. Our spirit visitors wske our
home a real heaven.—Yours, &c.,

A Seexer arteEr Gob,

A Child’s Prediction Fulfilled.

SIr,—About four years ago, while at a friend's house in
Sydney, N.S.W., a little girl said, * Oh, papa, I see Mr.——
(mentioning my name) guing into a shop, dressed in a grey
frock coat and silk hat'; then turning to her mother, she said,
*I see you both, papa and mama, behind the counter.” In
answer to a question she said, ‘In Loadon, in threo years.’ I
returned to Kngland ; my friends had not then the remotest
prospect of coming to Londvn. This week, however, I called
on my friends, who are now keepiog a shop at Layton, and I
was dressed exactly as described, [ had never worn a grey
frock coat Lefore, nor a silk hat. The child is not yet twelve,
Both father and mother are mediums. —Yours, &e.,

¢ O vB or Lirrig Farra.’
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* The Twice Born.’

Sir,—Permit me, as special reviewer to one of your con-
temporaries and a studeat of spiritual dypamics for many
years, to add my word of protest to that of ‘A Student’ in
your issue of the lst inst. regarding the review of the above-
Damed interestivg work. In my own notice of the work I
spoke favourably of it, believing that it struck an entlyel‘y
new note in spiritualistic literature. I do not think that it is
too much to say that it develops, in a very luminous manner
—albeit underthe guise of fictional romance—s very profoupd
truth, admittedly veiled in the writings of the Christian
Mystics, the fact being that *thoughts are things and desire
gives them life." It is pot improbable that many reincarpa-
tionists may find it convenient to remodel some part of their
theory of the doctrine of re-birth after reading this extremely
suggestive work. In the last event, the book needs no
apology. The old adage, * Many men, many minds,” will,
perhaps, serve to temper our views both of the book and its

reviewers,— Yours, &c.,
W. Gorny Orp.

[Our estimate of * The Twice Born,’-expressed in ¢LicaT’ of
August 11th, remsins unchanged, but we are not troubled
by the thought that there are some who differ from us;
that is but natural, for, as we have already said, *Quot
homines tot sententirm.’—EDp. ¢ LiGHT.']

A Vision of a Departed Mother.

Sie,— Eight years ago I lost my dear mother, and I have

grieved very much ever since that I was unable to see her before
she passed within the veil. My thoughts have been drawn to
Spirituslism since the beginping of this year and I have a very
fervent belief that it is possible to communicate with the
departed. ‘For months, week after week and day by day, I
bave prayed that my dear mother might be allowed to appear
to me in my dreams, but until last night this favour had not
been accorded to me. Last pight, however, on going to bed,
I besought my mother, aloud, to reveal herself to me in a
dream and become my spiritual guide ; and my desire was
granted. 1 seemed to be in a large room ; my father was
sitting in a high-backed chair close to me, but he did not speak,
neither did he make any attempt to assist my dear mother when
she spproached me with very tottering steps. I threw my
arms around her, as much to support her from falling as to
embrace her, and kissed her. She said something which I cannot
now recall, and then I awoke with a sense of disappointment,
for although she appeared to me in the bonnet and clothing she
had worn when Jast I saw her in life, and her features were
just the same, yet there seemed a difference, and she appeared
much as she was just before passing over. However, I am
greatly comforted, for I feel convinced that it was not the only
time I should see her and that she is with me day by day to
help me with her invisible presence. There is now no occasion to
go on grieving but rather to rejoice, for I know that I shall
meet my mother sooner or later.—Yours, &ec.,

September 6th. Sees.

Acton: A New Society Formed.

Sir,—Kindly allow me to inform your readers that a new
Spiritualist Society is being formed in Acton under the name of
* The Acton Progressive Spiritualist Centre,’ and the inaugural
meeting will be held on Sunday, September 30th, at 7 p.m.,
in the Central Auction Mart, Horn-lane. The hall is well
ventilated and lighted, and very central, being only a minute's
walk from Acton High-street, and also close to Acton North
Londop Station snd the Great Western station in Horn-Jane.

Thoee who are responsible for the undertaking will en-
deavour to present the great facts and philosophy of Spirit-
ualism in a fitting and dignified mapner. Sincere Spiritualists
and investigators will be cordislly welcomed, and help in the
way of subscriptions, books to form a library, and musical
assistance will be much appreciated. Communications and in-
quiries should be addressed to the writer,

Mzs. H. Bawr,
Playden, Newburgh-road,
Acton, W.

TrANSITION, —Wae regret to have to record the passing to
the higher life of Mr. George Brown, of * Firenze,’ Bruntsfield,
Edinburgh, on the 16th inst., froin pneumonis, after only a few
dsys’ ilipess, Mr. Brown, who was sixty-eight years of age,
wag an earnest Spiritualist for a good mapy years, and was for
some time secretary, and vice-president, of the Edinburgh
Spiritualist Society. We sympathise deeply with his wife and
family in their temporary loss and trust they will soon be
receiving comforting assurancea of his spirit presence and loving

watchfulness and care.

LIGHT.

[Beptember 22, 1806,

SOCIETY WORK.

Notlces of fatare events which do nob ezceed twenty-five words
may be added to reports if accompanied by »siz penny
stamps, but all such notices which exceed twenty-five
words must be inserted in our advertising columns.

OxFoRD CIrcus.—22, PRINCE'S-STREET.—On Sunday last
Mr. Frederic Fletcher again spoke with power and telling effect
upon ‘ The Evolution of Mind." On Sunday next special servics
(see advertisement).—P. E. B.

FuLmaM.—Corvey Harn, 26, FErRNRURsT-ROAD, S.W.~
On Sunday last an interesting address through Mr. G. Tayler
Gwinn was much enjoyed. On Sunday next, Mr. and Mm,
Roberts, of Manor Park, and on the 30th inst. Mr., John
Conolly.—M.

BrixToN.—8, MAYALL-ROAD.—On Sunday last Mr. T, B.
Frost's remarks were much enjoyed and a good after-meeting
was held. Speaker on Sunday next, Mrs. Westley Adams,
Mrs, Fairclough Smith will speak and give clairvoyant descrip-
tions on the 30th inst.—J. P.

STRATPORD. —IDMISTON-ROAD, FoRrRST-LANE, E.—On Sup- |
day last Mr. Jones’s lecture on *The Word of God, orthe
Word of Man’ was well received. Sunday next, at 11 am,
discussion ; at 7 p.m., several speakers. Thursday next, at
8 p.m., investigators’ meeting.—G.

Stoxe NrwiNgToN.—GoTHIO HaLL, 2, BoUVERIE-ROAD,—
On Sunday morning last Mr. Vincent Lewis gave a charming
address on ¢ Hypatia, the Maiden Philosopher,’ followed by a
discussion. In the evening Mrs. Agnew Jackson gave an in-
structive address on * The Power of the Spirit.'—8.

CavenpisH Roous, 651, MORTIMER-BTREET, W.—On Sunday
evening last Mr. E. W. Wallis's masterly trance address on
+ The Development of Man’ was very instructive and of a high
standard. Mr. W. T. Cooper presided. On Sunday next,
at 6 30 for 7 p.m., Mr. A. V. Peters will give clairvoyant
descriptions.  Silver collection.—A. J. W,

SHEPHERD'S BusH.~—73, BEOKLOW-ROAD, ASKXEW-ROAD, W.
—On Suoday last Mr. John Adams’ splendid address on
¢ Spirituslism and Religion’ was much appreciated by a good
audience. On Sunday pext, at 11 a.m., circle; at 7 p.m,
Mr. A. McLellan. On the 27th, at 8 p.m., Mrs, F. Roberts,
Og Saturdays, at 8 p.m., healing, free.—E. A.

HAOKNEY,—SI16DON-BOAD SOHOOL, DALSTON-LANE, N.E.—
On Sunday last Mrs. Webb related her experiences during her
investigation of Spiritualism, and gave excellent clairvoyant
descriptions. Sunday next, at 7 p.m., Mr. Robert King, Mrs,
Webb will give clairvoyant descriptions each Wednesday, st
8 p.m., at 50, Avenue-road, Hackney Downs.—N. R.

OrapEAM INsTITUTE, GAUDEN-ROAD.—On Sunday last Mrs,
Boddington's highly spiritual and eloquent address on * Emanci-
pation’ was much appreciated. A successful after-circle was
held. Sunday next, at 11.15 a.m., circle ; speaker at 7 p.m,,
Mr. Conolly. Thursday, at 8.15 p.m., clairvoyance. Silver
collection.—H. Y.

Criswick.—110, HieA-r0AD, W,—On Sunday morning last
a good circle was held and Mr. George Spriggs gave a very
instructive address upon °Circle-Holding." 1In the evening
Mr. Percy Smyth spoke interestingly on subjects from the
audience. Oo Sunday pext, at 11.15 a.m., circle ; speaker at
7 p.m., Mr. John Adams. Week-night meetings will commence
on October 5th. Sitters wanted for circles.—P. S.

BourNeEmovuTH.-—A8SEMBLY Rooxs, TowN HaLL AVENUE,—
On Sunday last, at the morning circle, phenomena were dis-
cussed, Ia the evening Mr. J. Walker's inspiring trance ad-
dress on * The Univereal Religion’ was much appreciated. At
the after-circle Mr. V. N. Turvey gave seven clairvoyant
descriptions, sll of which were recognised. Oa Sunday nest
Mrs. M. H. Wallis, of London, will give iuspirationsl ad-
dresses and clairvoyant descriptions.—F.T.B.

BavEaM.—18, RaAMBDEN-ROAD (OProsiTE THE PusLio
LiprarY).—On Sunday morning last Mr. H. Richards spoke
upon *The Efficacy of Love,’ and the teachings of *Qshspe’;
a discussion followed. In the evening Mr. Morley apoke upon
¢ The Power of Association’ ; he also gave clairvoyant descrip-
tions at both services. On Sundays, at 11.15 a.m. sod 7 p-m.
and on Wednesdays, at 8.15 p.m., public services are held for
Faithist teachings and clairvoyaut descriptions, —W.E,

PrornaM.—OnrersTow HaLr, 139, PxoxHAM-ROAD.—
Oa Sunday morning last Mr, Love's controls were interesting.
In the evening Mr. Imison presided, aud gave a short address,
aod Mra. Imison (Nurse Graham) gave sixteen clairvoyant
descriptions, fifteen being recognised, while several formed
good tests. A large after-circle was held with good results.
On Bundsy next, at 11 a.m., circle; at 7 p.m., Mr. T. B.
Frost. Oa the 26th, at 7.45 p.m.. Mr, J, Lobb ; 30th, Mums,
A. Webb.—L. D,




