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NOTES BY THE WAY.

¢ The Progressive Thinker’ publishes a particularly
odious specimen of rancorous abhuse, ostensibly from a
medium who resents stern criticism and inquiry. As a matter
of fact, the abuse takes the form of a threat to murder.
At a late meeting of the Chicago Spiritualists’ League, the
President, Dr. C. A. Burgess, read the following anony-
mous letter which he reccived soon after his election :—

Chicago,
January 2nd, 1906.

Dr. Burgess.—We understand that you have been elected
president of the Chicago Spiritualists’ League, and we also
understand that the object of the League is to interfere and
run out of Chicago all mediums who do nat belong to the
League, or work in accord with it. We belong to no meeting,
and are making our living by the aid of our departed friends,
and do not want to be interfered with. Just a word of advice,
Mr. Burgess : if you stir up any muss, look out for a piece of
lead under the first rib of left side ; =0 be careful.

The speaker for the evening, Dr. Warue, said that this
letter did not surprise him. He was familiar with such
letters, and that very day it had been communicated to
him that a Chicago materialising medium had hoasted that
a member of her family had taken an oath ‘to get even
with Dr. Warne.’

We might regard all this as grim jesting but for the
fact that we have bad something like it at home. Our
readers have, of course, perused the letter from Mr. Ellis
(Mr. Eldred’s manager) which we printed on February 3rd,
and, if we mistake not, they were startled by the conclud-
ing paragraph, threatening to ‘deal blow for blow,” and
adding, ‘We enter into no explanation re weapons to be
used, but you may rely on them being sharp.’ This is
perhaps capable of a semi-innocent explanation, but it
bears a sinister resemblance to the Chicago letter, and the
spirit of it is the same, and is as wicked as it is detestable.
¢Thuggery and Spirituality are not companionable,” says
*The Progressive Thinker’: and so say we. We go
further and say that any mediumship, even if entirely
genuine, which goes hand in band with an evil temper, is
not worth having. But can any mediumship be thoroughly
genuine which so violently resents doubt or disbelief?
Truth and veracity are calm and strong.

¢The Christian Register’ still keeps handy its little
jug of cold water, to pour down our backs. Ilere is its
latest contribution : —

The death of Mr. Hodgson raises a question like that which
was asked after the death of Mr. Myers in Kogland. Theso
two men have made careful and thorough-going studies of
occult and psychical phonomena. Mr. Hodgson had for his

principal occupation for years the study and control of the
phenomena manifested in the case of Mrs. Piper. Now these
men have passed on. They were expert in all that concerned
the study of such phenomena on this side of the grave. Both
of them promised when their turn came to send back, if possible,
intelligible messages. In the case of Mr. Myers it is a fact,
wo believe, that the test he devised has failed since his death.
If this happens in the case of Mr. Hodgson, is it not better for
us to believe that, for wise reasons which we should approve if
we knew them, the blessed ones who have passed within the
voil are as much restrained from communication with us as we
are from communication with them ?

Surely another inference is possible, this namely, that
means have not yet been found. But *The Christian
Register’ is in a violent hurry. Dr. Hodgson has only
just passed on.

We are puzzled to know why the failure of these two
men to communicate should bhe set over against the
thousands, who do communicate: and we are still more
puzzled to know why a ‘Christian’ should be so anxious
to keep the doors locked and the curtains drawn.

But, come now, ‘Christian Register,” there is a rumour
that Dr. Hodgson ks been heard from. Are you prepared
to consicler that seriously 7 or is there, after all, and at the
back of all, an unadmitted prejudgment that a message
from Mr. Myers or Dr. Hodgson is impossible ?

The Editor of ¢ The Abolitionist’ writes interestingly
on thoe curions case of William Sharp masquerading as
Fiona Macleod. He says:—

No ope could have suspected it. That big, burly Scot,
with his great mane of hair, his boyishness and large geniality,
was not one to identify with the intense feminine personality
revealed in the works of Fiona Macleod. Nor did his work
resemble hers. He wrote voluminously, and, truth to say,
without any of the rare distinction that marked Fiona's work.
He was a good critie, particularly of verse, and his mono-
graphs on the sonnet and the ode are really excellent work,
thoroughly well informed and accurate. His boyish love of
adventure and active life was the very antithesis of the brood-
ing Celtic melancholy and the delicate and intimate sympathy
with the most secret depths of the feminine mind which were
found in Fiona. That William Sharp could have possessed the
mysterious woman's voice which found its utterance in such
writings as ‘The Sin Eater’ and ¢The Washer of the Ford’
was inconceivable. He was an excellent fellow, kindly and
genial, but emphatically masculine. She was nothing less than
the rarest and strangest woman’s voice of her time. . .
The explanation is, I think, that the second self, the uncon-
scious or subliminal self, of William Sharp was Fiona Macleod,
and somehow that subliminal self found its proper means of
expression, while, side by side, the other self, William Sharp,
lived his stropg man’s life in unmodified masculinity.

Really now, arc we not working this *second self,’ this
‘unconscious or subliminal self,” too hard? If we are to
admit the hypothesis of a second personality at all, it is
much more rational, and a good deal more simple, to con-
clude that William Sharp was a medium, used more or less
consciously, as Robert Louis Stevenson probably was, at
times, by a clever impressionist * on the other side.’

The Rev. Loie If. Prior appears to be a most acceptable
Spiritualist teacher in Australia : and it is whispered that
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62 LIGHT.

we may have the pleasure of giving her a welcome in this
country. In ¢The Harbinger of Light’ there lately
appeared one of her discourses, on the subject of Prayer.
Some may consider her too ‘advanced’ in relation to the
Personality of God and the desirability of prayer to Him,
but she is at any rate on high ground and breathes a pure
air, Here is a taste of this discourse :—

Do you say you pray because a loved one has gone from
you? But where is your loved one gone? Either into a
spiritual life where all is grand and wonderful, where the
aches of the body bear not the spirit down, where the aspiring
and inspired soul moves on and on to greater conquests—either
there, or he has gone to the eternal sleep of Endymion—no
cousciousness. Then why should you grieve? Have you
asked yourself that question? If gone to the first, as we
Spiritualists know, then are you not glad of the life that is his
to-day? Do you not feel a joy to know that the poor body is
no looger racked by aches and pains? Are you not singing
glad songs because his soul is free—free to roam throughout
the paths of the universe—free to scale mountain-tops—{free to
rest in peace in the valleys? How grand is this life! Why
do you grieve and why do you pray ? Because you are selfish,
because you are missing him. That is why. Don't do it!
Say—*I know he has gone into the larger life, I know that he
has gone from the trials of this life, and for him I am glad, I
am so glad that I will try to live my life better that I might
go to him, that I might be with him, that together once more
might we wander through the fields, that once more might we
gather the flowers that bloom in great profusion in the world of
the soul.” And if, as the materialist says, he has not gone to this
wonderful spiritual country, but has simply returned into the
elements whence he came, what of that ¢ If he has so gone,
so will you : that is all. Do your work and do it well while
here. Don't live in the shadows. Don't strike the muted
strings and give out only moans.

We buy a *War Cry’ occasionally—always, in fact,
when we are asked by one of the pleasant people who
usually sell it in the streets ; and we always find something

good in it. The number for January 13th was our latest
speculation. It is really full of good things. Yes;
¢The War Cry’ is a most human document. Here is a

glimpse of the Army’s methods :—
EveEryTHING LOOKING BEAUTIFUL.

In a little Scotch town an awakening was brought about by
an act of practical religion on the part of the officers,

One day the latter entered a house where they found a
woman drunk in bed, her five children dirty and unkempt,
while her unfortunate husband was endeavouring to wash them
and make them presentable.

As it was just about time for the open-air meeting to begin
when the officers called, they could do nothing just then, but
they were at the house very early on the following morning.
They at once began to clean it up, washed the children, and had
everything ¢looking beautiful,’ to use the captain’s expression,
when the husband came in at dinner time.

The wife was afterwards persuaded to come to the meeting,
and the action taken by the officers spread through the little
town, causing everyone to become interested in the Army.
Then the crowds began to come to the meetings.

On another page we find the following pathetic
quotation from ¢The General's’ New Year Letter to his
officers :—

I would struggle after a full trust in God—
When the way was dark, and I could not see ;
When my heart seemed hard, and I could not feel ;
When my spirits sank, and I could not rise ;
When persecution raged, and comrades fled ;
When poverty and temptation were my lot ;
When bereavement and loneliness darkened my home ;
And—
When in affliction’s furnace tried,
Unhurt on snares and death I'd tread ;
When sin assailed, and hell, thrown wide,
Poured all its flames upon my head—
Like Moses’ bush, I'd mount the higher,
And flourish unconsumed in fire.

In a recent Life of Dr. Torrey’s partner, C. M. Alex-
ander, a queer story is told which, however, fits in with
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many such stories about the Miillers, the Barnardos, and
the Price Hugheses of the world. Said Mr. Alexander:—

I prayed the Lord that He would help me to choose a good
suit of clothes and lead me to the right pattern. 1 was asking
Him to take the lead in the least little detail of my every-day
life as I had never done before. We went through the rolls of
cloth, and, of course, my eye settled on the best roll in the lot.
I inquired its price. The tailor said, ¢ A suit in that cloth would
be 40 dollars.” I said, ‘Then it’s no use talking about that
one.” We went along, and each piece of cloth seemed to be
unsuitable, and finally the man turned to me and said, * You
liked that first piece better than any, didn’t you?’ I said,
¢Yes.” ¢Well,” he said, ¢ there was a man came in here and
had a suit made of that cloth, but it didn’t quite fit him, and
he was not pleased with it, It isa new suit, never been worn.
If it should fit you I will let you have it for 18 dollars.” We
tried it on, and it fitted me exactly, with the exception that
the trousers had to be shortened a little; so I had 2 dollars
left for ties and collars. Thus I learned a lesson that I have
never forgotten—that God answers prayer for temporal things
as well us for things spiritual.

¢The Outlook,” an Evangelical paper in the United
States, says that this illustrates the supreme objection that
devout souls feel for the Torrey-Alexander movement,
¢ The Outlook ’ probably shrinks from this over familiarity
with God. So do we: but we suggest an explanation.
It is quite conceivable that some friendly spirit heard the
prayer and arranged the little domestic drama. Alexander
called it an interposition of ‘The Lord’ just as the old
Hebrew prophets saw in every spirit * The Lord.’

SPIRITUAL PRAYERS
(From many shrines.)

Infinite Ruler of creation, whose spirit dwells in every
world! we look not into the solemn heavens for Thee,
though Thou art there; we search not in the ocean for Thy
presence, though it murmurs with Thy voice ; we wait not
for the wings of the wind to bring Thee nigh, though they
are Thy messengers ; for Thou art in our hearts, O God,
and makest Thine abode in the deep places of our thought
and love ; and into each gentle aflection, each contrite
sorrow, each higher aspiration we would retire to meet and
worship Thee. Amen.

DEATH DEFEATED BY HYPNOTISM.

An extraordinary story comes from New York. The
¢ Tribune’ correspondent in that city states that Dr. John
Quackenbos, Professor of Psychology at Columbia University,
recently stated that :—

* Hypnotic suggestions given as death actually impends have
a power absolutely unparalleled in any other mental state. A
suggestion from himself saved the life of a young lady dying
from ppeumonia Jast June. Her condition was an equivalent
to a death sentence, namely, a temperature of 1073, pulse 160,
respiration 60. The attending physicians had withdrawn from
the case. Dr. Quackenbos took one of the lady’s hands, called
her by name, and commanded her not to die. After working
over her a few minutes, the patient’s mental mist cleared away.
She talked coherently, and finally recovered. Dr. Quackenbos
declared that two other patients had been saved from death by
the medical man shouting a command in the ear at the moment
of dissolution, and he asserted that such methods would be
effective in many cases of drowning, poisoning, and shock.’

Some GLooMYy PrEvIsioNs.—A correspondent sent us, as
long ago as December 16th last, and again on December 26th,
details of visions which he had had, and which seemed to
forebode trouble or calamity to Queen Alexandra. The trouble,
he said, came from over the water, from an easterly direction
but somewhat southerly. There were five houses connected
with it, and the time indicated was 2 p.m. A bust of the
Queen was seen by him overshadowed by a black-winged
figure in deep shadow, the general colour being grey, tinged
with yellow. In replyto ap inquiry as to the date, the number
twenty-seven was given. It is perhaps sigpificant in this con-
nection that the Queen’s father, King Christian of Denmark,
died on the twenty-ninth of January, having been seized with
indisposition shortly after 2 p.m. The same correspondent
foresees other nutional troubles as being about to oceur in
England, India, and Russia, as to which we may say more
should his visions be verified by events,
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LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LTD.

A meeting of the Members and Assoclates of the Alliance
will be held in the Salon of the Royal Society of British
Artists, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall East (near the National

Gallery), on
THURSDAY EVENING, FEBRUARY 22xp,
wHEN BRIEF ADDRESSES WILL BE GIVEN
BY

MRS. W. P. BROWNE, MRS. M. H. WALLIS,
MR. GEO. SPRIGGS, anp
REAR-ADMIRAL W. USBORNE MOORE,

ON

‘Some Notable Personal Experiences.

The doors will be opened at 7 o’clock, and the Address will be
commenced punctually at 7.30.

Admission by ticket only, Two tickets are sent to each
Member, and one to each Associate, but both Members and
Associates can have additional tickets for the use of friends
on payment of 1s. each. Applications for extra tickets,
accompanied by remittance, should be addressed to Mr. E. W.
Wallis, Secretary to the London Spiritualist Alliance, 110, St.
Martin’s-lane, W.C. '
Mar. 8.—TsE REv. Lucring TavENER, on ‘Modern Art—

the Spiritual Element in the Works of Blake,
Rossetti, Burne Jones, and Watts'; with Lantern
Illustrations. At 7 p.m. for 7.30.

Mar. 29.—MRr. J. W. BouLping, on ‘Shakespeare and Spirit-
ualism ; with Illustrations from Personal Experi-
ences.” At 7 p.m. for 7.30.

April12.—TaE Rev. J. Pace Horrs, on ‘The Holy Ghost
the Comforter.” At 7 p.m. for 7.30.

April 26.—Tux Rev. J. Huxter, D.D., on ‘The Modern
Revival of Interest and Faith in the so-called
Supernatural.” At 7 p.m. for 7.30.

May 10.—M-z. L. STANLEY JasT, on ¢ The Spiritual Significance
of Symbols.,” At 7 p.m. for 7.30.

MEETINGS FOR THE STUDY OF PsvyoHICAL PHENOMENA.

ILLUSTRATIONS OF CLAIRVOYANCE will be given at the rooms
of the Alliance, 110, 8t. Martin’s-lane, W.C., on
Tuesday next, the 13th inst., by Mrs. Fairclough Sinith,
at 3 p.m., and po one will be admitted after that hour.
Fee 1s. each to Members and Associates; for friends intro-
duced by them, 2s. each.

DrsanNosis oF Diseases.—Mr, George Spriggs kindly places
his valuable services in the diagnosis of diseases at the disposa ]
of the Council, and for that purpose will attend at the rooms
of the Alliance, 110, St. Martin's-lane, W.C., on Thursday
afternoon neré, February 15th, between the hours of 1 and 3.
Members, Associates, and friends who are out of health,
and who desire to avail themselves of Mr. Spriggs’s offer,
should notify their wish in writing to the secretary of the
Alliance, Mr. E. W. Wallis, not later than the previous

- Monday, stating the time when they can attend, so that an
appointment can be arranged. No fee is charged, but Mr.
Spriggs suggests that every consultant should make a contri-
bution of at least §s. to the funds of the Alliance.

Psvor10 CuLTURE, —Mr. Frederic Thurstan, M. A.., will kindly
conduct a class for Members and Associates at the rooms of the
Alliance, 110, St. Martin's-lane, W.C., for psychic culture
and home development of mediumship, on the afternoon of
Thursday, February 22nd. The class will commence at
5 p.m. and close at 6, and visitors are requested to be in their
places not later than 4.565. There is no fec or subscription.

SpiriT ConTROL.—Mrs. M. H. Wallis will attend at the
rooms of the Alliance, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C., for
conversation with her spirit control, on Friday ncrt, February
16th, at 3 p.m., prompt. Visitors should come prepared with
written gquestions, on subjects of general interest relating to
Spiritualism, mediumship, and life here and hereafter. These
meetings are free {0 Members and Associates, who may also
introduce non-members on payment of 1s. each,

Prixoess Karapsa requests us to inform her friends that
she expects to arrive in London on February 13th for a mouth's
stay. Her address will be : The Lyceum Club, 128, Piccadilly,
W. Since visiting England five years ago, Princess Karadja has
had many interesting experiences, which it is possible she may
relate at a gathering of friends interested, of which due notice
will be given.
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‘MADAME X. AND ‘XENOGLOSSIE.

As our readers will remember, Professor Richet, some
months ago, gave to the members of the Society for Paychical
Research an Address entitled ‘Xénoglossie,’ with the particulars
of a case in which ¢ Madame X.,” a friend of his, who knows
no Greek, had, during the past five years, at various times,
produced automatically sentences of Greek script—some short
and some of cobsiderable length—most of which were after-
wards found in a very rare dictionary. Some account of this
Address appeared in ‘LicaT’ of July Ist, 1905, and it has
been reproduced at length in the last issue of the Society’s
¢ Proceedings,’ followed by three criticisms, the first by Sir
Oliver Lodge, the second by Mrs. A. W. Verrall, and the third
by the Hon. Everard Feilding and Miss Alice Johnson.

In the first of these criticisms Sir Oliver Lodge gives an admir-
ably concise summary of the facts, followed by a suggestion
which may serve as ‘a working hypothesis,” which may satisfy
‘the demand for a rational grasp of what occurred, short of
cheating.” He claims that ¢the ostensible and apparent explana-
tion of the phenomenon as due to an intelligent control—sub-
liminal or other—is not absurd, on our present knowledge, but
on the whole is the only reasonable explanation that can be
offered, provided deliberate fraud be out of the question.’” He
adds: *‘On the whole I am inclined to reject the hypo-
thesis of fraudulent knowledge of Greek, coupled with
considerable memory, and the still more difficult hypothesis
of abnormal memory of form alone without any knowledge
of substance.’

The second paper is an extremely technical analysis of the
script by Mrs. A. W. Verrall. This scholarly piece of work
can only be duly estimated by those who know Greek. The
point of general interest may be found in the last four pages,
in which she tells us that, ¢ from a cousideration of the contents
of the automatic writing as well ag from that of its form, we
are led irresistibly to the paradox that dhe writer possesses
both knowledge and ignorance, knowledge and ignorance of an
irreconcileable kind. For what we have observed is not the
alternate presence and absence of knowledge of Greek, but the
simultaneous possession of knowledge and non-knowledge of
the same thing.” (A conclusion which obviously harmonises
with the hypothesis suggested by Sir Oliver Lodge.)

The third paper, by the Hon. Everard Feilding and Miss
Alice Johnson, pursues another line. The writers’ aim is to
show that in their opinion none of the evidence produced by
Professor Richet is sufficient to eliminate the hypothesis of
fraud. But they go further. In the first portion of the article
they indicate * certain considerations which point to, though
they cannot prove, an alternative conclusion to M. Richet’s’
[¢.e., point to fraud], ‘and it will be the second portion of
our task to sum up what these amount to, though without
intending to commit ourselves in any way to the opinion that
this conclusion is the right one.’

The summing up amounts to this, that it is suggested that
Madame X. has, deliberately and persistently, for a considerable
time, been practising deceit upon psychical researchers in general
and her friends in particular. And although the writers admit
that she obviously knows but little Greek (Professor Richet
affirms that she knows none), they suggest that she has taken
the trouble to commit to memory long passages which she has
hunted up in a rare book in the Paris Library, with the
deliberate intention of ‘keeping up the game,’ as these
critics phrase it; in other words, of perpetrating a mean
deception upon those who trust her honour and value her
friendship.

Students may perhaps differ as to whether it is possible,
under the circumstances described, for a person to accomplish
such a feat of memory as this would involve., Professor
Richet denies that it is normally possible.  That is a question
for experts to settle. If I venture to refer to this matter in
print it is not that I presume to offer any opinion on the com-
plicated question of evidence, which is puzzling even the
competent researchers who are dealing with it. I have a
different aim in view.
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The moral character of Madame X. is a factor which cannot
be ignored, as of no account in this matter, without increasing
considerably the difficulty of arriving at a just conclusion. Tt
is, of course, possible that the circumstantial evidence for the
abnormal quality of the phenomenon in question may ultimately
be accepted as sufficient, irrespective of all moral questions.
But is it reasonable, is it scientific, to underrate the moral evi-
dence when it can be readily obtained ? Professor Richet does
not underrate it, he appeals to it indeed as of great value, whilst
at the same time he indicates the grounds on which he thinks
the facts are attested, even irrespective of the honesty of the
sensitive. Sir Oliver Lodge and Mrs. Verrall clearly indicate
that the hypothesis of fraud seems to them not acceptable,
although as experienced researchers they do not forget it. But
in the third article it is definitely assumed to be a reasonable
explanation of the facts. In justice to the writers it should be
stated that they acknowledge they feel ¢the greatest difficulty
in reconciling the theory with the personal knowledge they
have of Madame X.'; still the whole tenor of the article shows
that they by no means consider that her recognised moral
character invalidates their argument for fraud.

Mr. Feilding will perhaps remind us that human judgment
is fallible, and that persons have sometimes been deceived in
those they trusted. Thisis true of course, and yet human
testimony when it is strong and abundant is, and ought to be,
accepted as an argument of great weight. In order to show
that it is possible for a person who does not know Greek to
pick out sentences froin a dictionary that will apply to unfore-
seen circumstances, which is what he suggests that Madame X,
may have done, he tells us that Miss Johnson experimented
with a dictionary in this way. ¢In order to test this hypothesis,
Miss Johnson, who knows no Greek, spent about half an liour
searching in the Greek-French part of the dictionary for
phrases which might apply to the known circumstances of this
case.” What reason have we, however, for accepting the
statement that Misi Johnson ‘knows no Greek,” and was
honest in this matter, which does not apply with equal force
to Professor Richet's statement respecting Madame X. ? I do
not for a moment doubt that this statement is correct, because,
although my knowledge of Miss Johnson is very slight, I
entirely trust the opinion of those who do know her,
and I feel that to suppose that she could in such a matter
perpetrate deliberate fraud would be so unwarrantable that
it could only reflect shame on me if I were to harbour such
a notion.

Madame X., on the contrary, is well-known to me ; I have
stayed in her house for weeks as a guest; we have corre-
sponded and met frequently, and I may therefore be allowed
to claim her as a friend and to express my sense of the privilege
which this claim is to me. It is not only, or chietly, because 1
recognise that she is a very remarkable psychic that I value
her friendship, it is because I recognise in her those qualities
which alone give worth to friendship, the high aim and single
mind, which alone enable her to face the odium of suspicion
with the quiet dignity and unswerving purpose which I observe
in her.

It is with considerable reluctance that I bring myself to
express what may be called eulogy ; for it is, 1 know, contrary
both to her instincts and to my own to do so; but I am com-
pelled by an impulse which should not be suppressed. When
the honour of a good woman is called in question it is time
that those who know her to be a good woman should say so
publicly. Professor Richet has asserted that his knowledge of her
has produced in him the assured conviction of her integrity. My
knowledge has done the same, and in spite of the very obvious
fact that his name is famous and mine is known only within a
small circle, I may be allowed, without being charged with
presumption, to act as, not friendship alone, but as common
justice, prompts me to act, and to bear my testimony to the
fact that the hypothesis of wilful fraud is in the case of
Madame X. entirely inadmissible. At the same time I feel I
owe her something like an apology for so doing. It is only
those who do not know her who will find a use for such testi-

mony.
ony H. A, DarLas.
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LORD CARLINGFORD'S LETTERS.

A further series of extracts from the letters received by
mediumship from the deceased Lord Carlingford (Mr. Chichester
Fortescue), already noticed on p. 8 of ‘LicHT’ for January 6th,
is published in the February number of ‘Broad Views,’
together with an intimation that Mrs. Nugent has authorised
the publication of these letters in the form of a pamphlet, at
the request of the writer in the further sphere, ¢ who earnestly
hopes that some of those who knew him when on earth may
recognise his identity in these communications.” We are
pleased to be able to state that, through the kindness of Mrs.
Nugent, a number of copies of this pamphlet will be on sale,
for the benefit of the London Spiritualist Alliance, at the office
of ¢ LigHT,  price 1s. each post free.

The extracts published in ¢Broad Views' illustrate
especially the religious ideas of the communicator. He was,
during his earth-life, deeply imbued with religious feeling,
although dissatisfied with conventional theology, and since
passing on he appears to have found what he vainly sought on
earth. Two extracts may be given, showing the majestic
simplicity of the unseen writer’s present faith :—

¢ There is but one God, one Eternal Spirit. Between that
Spirit and ourselves never a cloud has risen. We need no
mediator, as He sees our every act, He hears our every
whispered prayer, and every hidden kindoess is known. Act
always knowing that you are the only responsible person, and
that no faith or dependence upon others can protect you from
the consequences of personal wrong-doing.’

*Let us proclaim a glorious gospel which teaches that God
is aloune glorified by being permitted to reign on earth and not
only in heaven ; that it is not serving Him to spend our
mortal lives in fitting ourselves for a future place onm high
through the medium of candles, chants, incense, and posturing
before symbols and graven images of an imaginary God, who is
supposed, or said, to be a wrathful and jealous Being far away.
But rather let every word and deed be an act in itself of
adoration, which shall add to God’s glory on earth, inspiring
others to copy and adopt it among themselves, so that ** he who
runs may read” that God the Most High is here amongst men
and not hidden in mystery.’

The remaining extracts form a development of this simple
anti-dogmatic creed, in which, while the ¢historical ' framework
of the Gospelsis pulled to pieces, it is at the same time declared
that *to follow these Gospels is to walk in the straight path of
honour, rectitude, purity, and happiness,’ for ‘the noblest
aspirations of mankind are there embodied.” ¢The Sermon on
the Mount alone, when accepted and honestly practised, will
ensure absolute happiness; for it teaches all that is holy,
breathes love, purity, truth, and the perfect way to happiness
on earth and immortal joy.’

The spirit writer hopes that these views may appeal to some
on earth who, like himself, could not accept what the Church
had to offer by way of solace and comfort under sorrow and the
burden of existence.

PSYCHOLOGY USEFUL TO SPIRITUALISM,

In a recent number of the Danish Spiritualist paper
¢ Sandhedssigeren,’ the Editor of which, Dr. Sigurd Trier, has
been visiting England, the animistic theories of psychologists
are commented upon with considerable shrewdness. In
reviewing a recent book by Dr. Paul Bjerre on the case of
* Karin,” commented upon in ‘LicHT’ for September 23rd
last, p. 446, ‘Dr. C. J.’ claims that this scientific presentation
of phenomena, admitted to be real, is to be regarded as
resulting in favour of Spiritualism rather than against it.
Dr. Bjerre shows that the medium’s psychic force can Dbe
transmuted into another form of energy, but he commits the
error of taking conditions for causes. The medium affords the
conditions for phenomena, says ‘Dr. C. J.,” but is not the
cause of them. In proving that the force derived from the
medium can act at & distance in conformity with suggestion,
Dr. Bjerre opens the way for the Spiritualist view that the
action of this force may be governed neither by the medium
nor by the hypnotiser, but by a spiritual entity who can make
use of the force more easily and more directly than an incarnate
person could. In fact, in the experiments referred to, the
unseen entity always preserved a certain autonomy in defiance
of the will of the hypnotist, but this feature is discreetly
minimised by the experimenters.
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REMINISCENCES OF W. STAINTON MOSES.
II.

SELF-ANALYTICAL.

February 17th,*—

My Dear Mrs.——, Your diagnosis is curious, and tempts
me to personal vivisection. I am sure, from a habit of self-study,
and from what friends tell me, that T must be a puzzling
mixture. At the printers’ they tell me that a very large
experience supplies no parallel to the even regularity of my
¢copy’; no erasure, interlineation, or alteration init. I write
with great ease, and never read MSS. over. I have had all
my life an inquiring mind, with a great facility for getting at
information, owing to an inveterate habit of asking questions.
I have also a keen sense of logic, long cultivated and trained.
Also I am almost over cautious, from a sense of there always
being at least two sides to a question, and have a desire to view
both before pronouncing an opinion. This is a joke against me
with my friends. When I do form an opinion I hold it with
tenacity, and change it only on gaining new light. I never
look back. I am very firm of purpose. I would take any
amount of trouble to carry out a plan (even a trivial one) once
formed, especially to rectify an abuse or a wrong. I think this
capacity for taking trouble is what most strikes my friends.

Yes, will is strong in me : all you saw is head not hair; I
keep that closely clipped. I have a strong sense of humour,
and a good deal of ‘language’; a magnetic power which is
remarkable. I attract people or repel, but the former chiefly,
for no man has more warm friends. Very few meddle with
me : no one has his own way more than I, and I hope none
abuses it less. But I can fight when I feel I am right, and do
not count opposition. I am now amusing myself by contending
at my Liberal Club (always in a minority of one) against
Gladstonian Liberals, but my good humour secures me against
making enemies.

Again I have great power of work : I wrote on Saturday
last for twelve hours, and did as well the last hour as the first,
I never tire of work, and waste no time on ‘fringes’; I go
direct to what I want to do.

Also T have a power (though I detest speaking in public)
of influencing large audiences when I get stirred up. Emotional
I am, of course ; and my language gift comes in. But I am more
concentrative than imaginative, though I have a certain gift
of picturesqueness.

Much is due to my training. I began to train myself, and
to analyse myself to that end when I was a small boy, and I
have gone on doing so ever since. I never fail to look at
myself ab extrd as well as ab inérd, and I think Iam singularly
free from anything that would disturb a clear view.

I am very amenable to kindly expressed opinion, very
desirous of hurting no man, very anxious to do all I can to
add to the sum of human knowledge and human happioess.
But I suppose I am obstinate, sometimes hot in temper, some-
times dogged in pursuit of a line I take up.
never lazy, and never happy out of work.

Now that is the analysis you want. Your one mistake is
as to ‘caution.” Perhaps you will laugh at my frank self-
vivisection, and think how little man understands himself.
But T am not far wrong.

I should not have written with this openness to anyone who
would accuse me of egotism,

Always busy,

Best regards, yours ever,
W. 8. M.

*No other date is given, but believed to have heen written in 1882,

Discoveries 1N PERENoOLOGY.—In addition to the forty (or
B0) organs already recognised as existivg in the human head,
Mr, J. W, Vale, of 19, Rutland-road, Ilford, E., has found
six more, which he has described in a pamphlet entitled
‘Important Discoveries in Phrenology,’ price 7d. pust free.
The new faculties are sagacity, exccution, imagination, lucidity,
profundity, and cleanliness, and of course evoryone will desire
to know just where they are located, and how identified, and
how stimulated into active expression.

LIGHT. 65

REVELATIONS OF THE PAST.

Mr. Erastus C. Gaffeld, of Boston, Mass., who has already
published ¢ A Series of Meditations ' and ¢ A Celestial Message,’
sends us his latest work entitled ¢ The Past Revealed, a Series
of Revelations concerning the early Scriptures’ (Boston :
Lothrop, Lee and Shepard Company), which he dedicates to
¢ those Intelligences who have so graciously assisted me in its
production.” Mr. Gaffield takes up the salient points in the
Bible narrative regarding the Creation, the lives of the
Patriarchs, the varied fortunes of the Jews in Egypt, the
character of Moses, and the Exodus, all of which he regards as
literally true and as conveying an inward meaning, namely,
the working of the Infinite Spirit who willed the Perfect Law,
first in ‘the moulding of the plastic elements, pre-existent in
space, into conditions such as physical beings would require,’
and afterwards in the formation of man, who was *‘made
subject to both the material and spiritual influence.’

Man, we are told, was ‘from the beginning a spiritual
entity in a world of undiscovered forces, without vision of his
own latent capacities and sublime destiny’; but on his self-
consciousness becoming aroused, partly through his more
intuitional companion, he desired ‘to taste the fruit of the tree
of knowledge, which in a metaphysical sense refers to the
realisation of the inner self-consciousness or the discovery of
the Divine Ego.'

With regard to the numerous communications from spirit
intelligences recorded in the Bible, Mr. Gaffield reminds us that
man’s powers of comprehension are progressive, and that his
idea of God varies from age to age, so that from the general
beliefs of an age or of a people ¢we may judge the plane of
spiritual realisation which the race had then attained.’

In reference to the value of the Sabbath, Mr. Gaflield
says 1—

¢ A day of relaxation from all toil affords opportunities for
the spirit to extend its subtile divinc influence over the physical
brain, and to conserve the welfare of the body. Its control of
thought, as expressed in acts while upon earth, practically aids
the construction of its prospective spiritual home and defines
its architecture. This was one of the mystical reasons for the
institution of the Sabbath. The necessity for its continuance
is based upon the spiritual and physical needs of man, and has,
through all the ages, vindicated its claim to respect and main-
tenance.’

Almost at the same time we received another work by Mr.
T. Troward, late divisional judge, Punjab (London : Stead,
Danby and Co., Kensington, W.), taking up the same narrative
and ‘helping the reader to sce in the Bible a statement of the
working of the laws which are inherent in the nature of things,’
thus bringing us back to the One Universal Principle, the I AM
which indicates ¢ that Unity of Spirit from which all individu-
alities proceed and in which they are included.” Spiritualism is
slightly alluded to in the chapter headed ‘The Devil,” and
Saul’s séance at Endor is treated as an act of witcheraft, the
culmination of his rebellion.

¢ Wuo's Wnro,” for 1906, retains the same character of
completeness and accuracy which has caused this annual public-
ation to be recognised as an indispensable book of reference to
public men of the day and those occupyiog prominent positions
in every field of work. In the present issue there appears an
interesting biographical notice of Mr. Edmund Dawson Rogers
(Editor of *LicHT’ and President of the London Spiritualist
Alliance), in which it is mentioned that he was born at Holt,
Norfolk, on Avgust Tth, 1823, and was educated at the
Gresham  Grammar School there; that he joined the
¢ Norfolk News,’ Norwich, in 1848, remaining there until 1872,
having started the ¢Eastern Daily Press’ in 1870, On his
removal to London in 1873 he established the National Press
Agency, of which he was manager until he resigned in 1894,
Iu 1881 hc started ¢Lieur,’” a weckly journal of psychical,
occult 