























December 17, 1904.]

‘mighty works ' performed by him were attributed by the
critics of his time to diabolic agency, just as the wiseacres of
the present do, who are ignorant of psychic laws, but being
obliged to admit ¢there is something in it,’ that something
they assert must be *the devil.’

I have only time left to refer to the transfiguration and
the re-appearance of Jesus after his hodily dissolution,
commonly called the ¢ Resurrection.’

In Matthew xvii. 1, Mark ix. 2-9, and Luke ix. 28-36, you
will find the records of the transtiguration. The ¢ unco’ guid’
opponents of Spiritualism aver that Jesus gave no countenance
to such unholy proceedings as spiritualistic séances, but when
you ask these bigoted people to read the Gospel records of this
wonderful transfiguring and materialising séance, or what is
better, read these to them and ask questions, you will, as a
rule, soon discover that they had hitherto read these
without understanding. Jesus selected Peter, James and
John, who no doubt possessed psychic powers, for it is
these same three who accompany him, and constitute
the members of that remarkable séance at which the
resuscitation of Jairus’ daughter takes place. Being natural
psychics, or developed by contact with that great and highly
evolved personality Jesus, they are found to harmonise
satisfactorily—one of the most important conditions to-day for
success in any psychic investigation. They go up into a high
mountain in order to have good physical conditions, with
absence of turmoil, and freedom from interruption. Then
there is the transfiguring of the face of the principal sensitive,
and the shining white garments so common in our séances to-
day. Two materialised forms of individuals, long before passed
away—Elijah and Moses—are manifested. 1t is said *they
were talking with Jesus.” When conditions are at their best
in our present-day materialising séances, we sometimes have
the forms visible and speaking at the same time. I have been
present under such conditions.

‘Let us make three tabernacles,’ say the disciples, *one for
Thee, one for Moses and one for Klijah,' The usual clerical
explanation of this is simply puerile, but one gets a elear con-
ception of this statement by substituting the word hut or booth,
which is placed in the margin. The Greek word is expros, a
hut or booth—the present-day word is cabinet—and I under-
stand that the best results are obtained when there is a eabinet
for the medium, and another for the materialised form or forms,
so that the materialising substance and power are concentrated.
There is the cloud which is the accompaniment of nearly all
cases of materialisation. There is the direct voice, * This is my
beloved Son.” The ordinary Churchman takes this to be the
*Voice of God," without thinking what that assertion involves.
This is often the familiar way that spirit guides speak of their
instrument. In Luke there is a prediction indicated—*they
speak of his departure or passing away which he was about to
accomplish at Jerusalem.” T have had predictions given at such
a séance ; indeed the very fact that T am on this platform address-
ing an audience of sympathetic Spiritualists was indicated to
me some years ago, at that time to me as unlikely a thing, as if
some sensitive told me to-night, that in a few years I would
deliver an address to a meeting of occultists in India.

It is interesting to observe that ’eter and they that were
with him were ‘heavy with sleep.’” I have sat in séance with indi-
viduals, possessing psychic powers, who were often very drowsy
or slightly under control, while the principal sensitive was in
a deep trance. Notice cavefully Mark ix. 9 : ¢He charged
them that they should tell no man what things they had seen,
save when the Son of man should have risen out of death.’
Such warning as this is just as necessary to-day in order to
save the psychic and his associates from the ridicule of the
ignorant.

The knowledge we have to-day of the powers of invisibles
to materialise or make themselves visible and tangible, under
proper conditions, has given us a solution of what is called the
‘supreme miracle,’—that series of phenomena, the post-resur-
rection appearances of Josus. In Archbishop Temple's hook,
to which I have referred, he says: ¢ 1t is quite possible that
Our Lord’s resurrection may be found hereafter to he no
miracle at all in the scientific sense.’ This statement, tuken
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alone, is noteworthy ; but he proceeds to expound it with the
materialistic conception in his mind of a general corporeal
physical rising at the ‘last day,” expected by orthodox
believers, forgetting apparently Paul's teaching, that there is
a natural body and there is a spiritual body (I. Cor. xv. 44),
and that *flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God.'
It is strange to note the absurdities that are inseparable from
the doctrine of a material resuscitation, and when these advo-
cates recognise their absurd position, they at once betake
themselves to that haven of bigotry and superstition, that ‘all
things are possible with God,’ unconscious, wilfully or other-
wise, that the workings of the KEternal have ever been
manifested according to law, and that it is man’s duty to
investigate these laws, and bring himself into conformity
thereto.

Read at your leisure the various records of the post-mortem
appearance of Jesus, and the only explanation of these, in my
view, is the spiritualistic one, The descriptions given of these—
including Paul's (who, by the way, is the only first-hand witness
of the appearance of Jesus), and his non-recognition at times,
indicate that it was his spiritual entity which was clothed with
a temporary materialised body. It is said that Jesus appeared
in different forms to different individuals (Mark xvi. 12).
Such polymorphic appearances are found to-day, and are
apparently due to the peculiar environment from which the
material is obtained to make manifest to sense perception, the
spiritual body in a physical sheath or mask. I have witnessed
on several occasions, indications of imperfect and multiform
materialisings. To those who have not had experience of this
phase of manifestation, Madame d'Espérance’s book, ¢ Shadow-
land,” and her pamphlet on * Materialisations,” are strongly
recommended.

I should like to have read the report of that wonderful
series of materialisation phenomena through the mediumship
of our good friend, Mr. George Spriggs, which took place in
Cardiff in 1877, and under somewhat similar conditions in
Australia in 1882, The Cardiff séances were reported in the
¢ Medium and Daybreak ’ of June 15th, 1877, and there you
will find the record of the appearance of the spirit-wife of one
of the ecircle, and a statement of facts almost parallel to those
of the Gospel records of Jesus.

These remarkable phenomena are, in my opinion, the best
corroborative evidence of the story of the avdocracis of Jesus.
This term, translated resurrection, does not imply resuscitation
of the deall body, but simply a rising out of death. The
record of the empty tomb may or may not be a historical fact,
but to me personally that is no dificulty, as I have witnessed,
under test conditions, the passing of matter through matter,
and in daylight I have had experience of the disappearance of
matter by psychic means.  If a living body were transported
from Hampstead to Lamb's Conduit-street, as was my friend
Mrs, Guppy Volekman, then it is (uite easy to suppose a dead
body might be so removed.

Luke represents Jesus as saying ¢ a spirit hath not flesh and
bones as ye behold me having.”  Yet in a short time he vanished
out of their sight, just as I have seen a materialised form de-
materialise which a few inutes before was quite substantial.
In the Cardiff séances on one oceasion the form walked thirty-
five feet from the cabinet.

The relations of spirit and body are certainly altogether
mysterious, but we are hoping much from the present-day
investigations of radio-activity, and the relation of matter and
eneryy.

Time fails me to do justice to this most fascinating subject.
I should like to say that since investigating Spiritualism I
have better understood many of the difficulties in that library
of Spiritualism and Occultisin—the Bible, and as one who likes
to do his own thinking, 1 have wmore fully appreciated the high
ethical, moral, and spiritual instruction of that great Divine
Teacher, being able to go back in imagination to Palestine, and
form a more or luss consistent conception of his wonderful life,
(Cheers.)

1 cannot close without referring to those interesting ¢ Frag-
ments ” of my friend Frederic W. 1[. Myers, just given to the
world, In his struggle for light he says: ‘I found . . the small












