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And their method was that of all scientific research, viz., to
start » theory and see how it worked. Without a theory *facts
are a mob, not an army.' Meteorology at the present moment
is buried under a vast mob of observations for want of
ingenuity in devising theories ; any working hypothesis is
better than none at all. And so I agree with De Morgan
that the most sane and scientific method in psychical research
is not to be afraid of propounding a theory because it may
seem extraordinary, but have courage to do so and see if it
works,

GOD ON MANY PLANES.

If we may take it as true that every man’s God is the
ideal which he forms for himself, then, in this sense, there
are Gods on many planes, just because there are many
planes of human activity, consciousness, and idealisation.
And in this sense, too, every man has his own God ; in fact
he may be said to create his own God, not in hisown precise
image, but as the glorified image which he forms as his ideal,
and holds up to himself as the goal of his own ambition
and possible attainment.

But in order that any of these purely personal Gods
may become objects of general belief, they must be extended
and generalised to form types of popular conception, so
that each nation or people comes to have its own God,
representing its strivings, its ideals, as a community. The
national God will then mirror forth the national ideal, will
become a personification of the national genius, varying in
conception with the advancement of the national spirit, and
its power of abstraction from the Seen into the Unseen.
Thus these personal and national Gods are progressive in
their nature, and represent the guiding principle of the
person or of the nation on its way from its present stage of
ideality and aspiration towards that which lies before on
the upward course. And as such guiding principles they
have their reality, and their utility as forces tending
towards personal or national advancement.

* Not in vain the nation’s strivings,
Nor by chance the currents flow ;

Error-mazed, yet Truth-directed,
To their certain goal they go.’

Some of these stages of abstract intellect have left their
mark on the philosophy of religion to such an extent that
we can recognise their respective ideals, thus personified
into Gods, as the representatives of certain well-marked
phases of philosophical ahstraction, and as theomorphic
emblems of the corresponding conceptions of the Universe
and its origin. Thus we have the Cosmic God, or the
Pantheistic God, beautifully described by Dr. Washington
Sullivan, represented as pervading the whole of Nature;
and we have the Transcendental God, the Unmanifested
Centre from which the whole Cosmos derives its being.
These are, in other words, the God of the Spiritual Plane
underlying and interpenetrating the material one, and the
God of the Divine Plane which pervades all without
differentiation or manifestation.

But it is not every conception that has power to pierce
so deep below the surface, or to rise so high above material
conceptions. There are also Gods on (and of ) many lower
planes. The humanitarian makes Mankind his God, and
strives to raise himself and the rest of humanity towards
the ideal he has formed. The self-seeker, who only looks to
making the most of this world for his own personal
and temporal advantage, finds his God in Pleasure or in
Riches. The artist takes for his God the Auto-Kalon,
Beauty in the Abstract, and this conception lent itself to
the msthetic soul of ancient Greece, and inspired the idea
of so shaping the surroundings, in the home, in the city,
and in the national life, that Hellas should become a fitting
abode for that ideal conception. The musician imagines a
God whose voice is the Harmony of the Spheres, and rules
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over the just combinations of tone, as the artist’s God
presides over those of colour and of form; and yet the
two are one, and one also with the Self-Beautiful.

The physical scientist has a God whom all physical
matter obeys: a God of Law, blind rather than purposeful,
being immutable, bound by the fetters of his own inexor-
able self-limitations. The student of living Nature, who
solaces himself with the thought of a matural evolution,
has his God too, in the form of a living tendency, yet
rather the slave of Necessity than endowed with freedom
of choice ; and akin to this is the God of the rationalist
thinker, inflexible and pitiless, ruling over the processes of
thought and reason, yet himself scarcely reasonable. The
God of each plane is the Law of that plane, whether it be
the Law of Beauty, of Harmonics, of Physics, of logical
processes, or of mathematics, And the most divine resolve
that can come to a man, on any plane of thought, is to
develop and promulgate the benefits and teachings of that
plane, in order that by realising them for himself he may
be instrumental also in extending them to the rest of
mankind, thus fitting himself and others for attainment to
a still higher level.

It is a Godlike thought on the plane (or from the point
of view) of the successful millionaire that he ought to die
poor, after devoting the wealth he has amassed to the
benefit or instruction of his less successful and poorer
fellow-men.

It was a Godlike thought of Newton’s, after penetrating
deeply into the mysteries of Nature, and laying them
open, as far as was in his power, to his contemporaries and
to posterity, that he was, after all, poor in real knowledge,
and merely, as it were, a child picking up pebbles on the
sea-shore of Eternity.

It was the act of a’God when Christ renounced the
holiness of His life that He might benefit mankind, and
went before His Father as one forsaken by the Divine
Spirit that had actuated Him through life, which had been
the mainspring of His work on earth ; and, being innocent,
died the death of a common malefactor, of the vilest
criminal.

Wealth, knowledge, spiritual gifts, are ours but that we
may renounce the personal and exclusive benefits to be
derived from them by ourselves, in order that we may
make them serviceable to others, and this at the bidding of
a still higher Power which is Divine, and which needs none
of these advantages, for it is perfect in itself, and can suffer
neither addition nor diminution by our wealth or our
poverty in material, mental, or spiritual gifts and attain-
ments.

God, then, is found wherever we search for Him ; and,
according to the nature of our quest, so we find Him
manifested in action. If we search on the material plane,
we find God revealed only as Law. On the mental plane,
He appears as Logic—another term for Law as it exists on
that plane. On the spiritual plane, we find the same God,
the same Law, working in a higher form, as Spiritual Law;
and on each of these planes, as long as we confine our-
selves to the consideration of its phenomena, we find only
the all-pervading, all-ruling Law as the manifestation of
God on that plane.

In like manner we find the God of the Cosmos revealed
by His cosmical attributes; hut the real God has no attributes,
which are but definitions, circumscriptions, therefore limita-
tions, or fragmentary conceptions of His Infinitude.

But in all these aspects God appears on the one hand as
the ruling principle, but on the other as suggesting to the
thoughtful intuition a still higher Principle, for, however
high we mount, we are always able to infer Something that
is above us, and therefore to acknowledge that God must
also be the Sum and Centre of that which lies beyond.
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COUNSELS BY AUTOMATIC WRITING.

I enclose a continuation of ¢ Counsels by Automatic Writing '
of some import ; they emanate from a very ancient Intelligence,

and I hope you will find room for more.
Q.

1I

Know that the body is nought and the soul is all. TIs not
man a rational being? His body is divisible, extended, and
penetrable ; subject to the ravages of decay and disease. And

.does not death come to all men? Man has a brilliant and
inventive faculty of imagination to form wonderful ideas upon
which he acts ; hence inventions and marvellous works.

If thou dost take a survey of the world is it not a glorious
gight 9—the busy quay, the hurrying crowd, the fast-steaming
leviathan—all, in fact, go to show the glory of God. Man
does improve; it must be so; and Om~ gave forth his
decree, ‘ Thou shalt live on the fruit of the world, and thou
shalt increase and multiply in number, in riches (spiritual), and
in wisdom, that thou mayest understand thy destiny.’

O puny man! thou dost think thy powers great, and thy
discerning abilities above contradiction, but even the passing
of the spirit from the body is not understood by thee. Enlight-

enment comes slowly and with the passing of time.

Nurture within thy heart love, for by exercising this passion
in & sphere of purity thou dost liken thyself unto God + who
loves all that is and that will be to the end of time. Love
not thyself better than others, for surely if thou dost thy
heart and mind are narrowed and selfish.

Thou knowest that the body doth contain the soul ; and, as
a proper resting-place for that sensitive part of the organisation,
it should be clean, pure, and without blemish. By giving vent
to thy bodily passions thou dost corrupt all that is good per-
taining to the soul. I cannot say too much, to all, of the
chastity of the body. Be wary, therefore, lest thou dost, for
thy damning actions, have to work out a long penance, which
will not be pleasing to thee hereafter.

Again, look at thy body from another point of view. Art
thou not a part of God? And, as thou knowest this, thou
shouldst befit the dignity which is thine by being pure in thy
actions and deeds. For, being part of God Q-), doth not the
other (Divine) part of God + know what His erring part doeth
which is wrong? Be chaste, clean, and holy in thy bodily
actions, for a sensual man is degrading to God +and a damnba-
tion to himself,

Regarding the words used with respect to sitting with
unbelievers, a spirit, no matter of what grade or degree,
gathers the power to control or materialise from those who sit,
the emanation and auras being the mainstay of the spirit in
question. The spirit may wish to prove all, and be able to
prove nothing if there be one who dishelieves the agency of
spirit intelligence. The bad aura (not necessarily bad from a
material point of view) impregnates the auras of the believers
with its unbelief, thereby minimising the good results which
would be obtained if all who sat were of the same state of
mind. Hence spurious materialising and lying controls.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.
The Editor is nol responsible for opinions expressed by correspondents
and sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for the purpose
of presenting views that may elicit discussion,

Mr. Peters in Germany.

Sir,—Hearing that Mr. Alfred V. Peters was in German
Switzerland I invited him to visit our city of Freiburg. Mr,
Peters is known to German Spiritualists through the reports
of his mediumistic powers which have appeared in the German
Spiritualist Press, and I thought it would be a good opportunity
to see him and test his abilities for myself. One of the first
things which struck me was that, while I was waiting on the
platform of the railway station, Mr. Peters came directly up
to me, called me by name, and entered into conversation ; yet
there was nothing about me to indicate who I was, and Mr.
Peters had not seen me, or a photo of me. He tells me that
this curious gift is one that he does not understand himself,
Two public séances were held in a large room in this city, but
they were not as successful as we could have wished, because
many people had come to oppose the medium, and, in fact,two
of those who obtained tests werce afraid to acknowledge them
publicly, but I heard afterwards that most of the descriptions
were really recognised. One test was particularly interesting.
A lady received a description of a spirit lady, and of a piece of

jewellery, and also a piece of lace, but sho was unable to recog-
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nise her friend, or the articles referred to by Mr. Peters. How-
ever, on the following day she searched in her home and found
a portrait of the lady who had been described to her, and alsoa
brooch, which she had forgotten all about. At the private
séances, where good, harmonious conditions prevailed, Mr.
Peters was eminently successful. I cannot describe all I saw
or heard (for I acted as interpreter on some occasions), but one
or two incidents are well worth recording. First, I myself
received a communication from my son, who controlled the
medium, and told me of things about which no one in my own
city knew but myself, and as for Mr. Peters, or any other
Englishman, knowing them, the very supposition is absurd. To
a lady who has lived in America for twenty-tive years, a
description was given of her deceased husband, who after-
wards controlled the medium, and gave his widow
evidences of his identity which were beyond dispute. He told
her of their home in far-off Mexico; how he had been
nearly killed by falling from a horse ; how he had promised
before his death to return to her if he could ; how she had stood
by the coffin after he died ; and he repeated the very words
she spoke toa lady at that time. All of these statements, the
lady admitted, were perfectly true. At another séance a man
who committed suicide was deseribed ; he also controlled the
medium and told exactly how he died ; how another man was
accused of the crime of murder, and how he drank the night
before his death. These painful details were all true, and
made a marked impression on his hearers. I must pay a
tribute to our young friend's marvellous powers as a palmist. I
have heard our best palmists give what you English people call
‘readings,’ but Mr. Peters excelled them all. The persons to
whom he gave the readings were like open books to him. Their
past and present experiences were accurately stated ; and
unpleasant as well as pleasant things were told. I have been a
Spiritualist for forty-six years, and have seen much of the power
of the spirits, and as I am an old man now I do not expect that
many more mediums will cross my path, but I feel that English
Spiritualists are privilegzed in having amongst them such a
bright, honest medium as our friend and brother Mr. Peters.
I conclude with all good wishes to the Spiritualists in England,
for I shall never forget the kinduness I received at their hands
when I was amongst them during the great Congress in 1808. —
I am, sincerely your friend and fellow Spiritualist,
Dr. GEorG vON LANGSDORFF.
Freiburg i. Baden.

¢An Appreciative Reader.’

Sir,—Looking through my copy of ‘Licat ' of last week
I was struck by the large nummber, and the variety, of the
subjects touched upon in its pages. In the illuminating
¢ Notes,” Prevision, Astrology, Rhythmic Living, the Real Hell,
a Browning Auecdote, and Live for Others, are dealt with in a
helpful and suggestive way. Mr. Boulding's * experiences ' are
intensely interesting and make me wish that I too could enjoy
such inspiring and satisfactory intercourse with my departed
loved ones. But what shall T say of the splendid leading
article on ¢ Religion's Source’| It deserves to be printed in
a handy leaflet or booklet form, so that whenever one hears a
discussion upon theological matters copies of it may be handed
to the disputants, with the suggestion that they should try to
understand Religion and enter into its spirit. Their disputes
would surely end in sympathetic reconciliation. * The Inward-
ness of Events’ also looks below the surface and finds the
underlying reality, of which outward happenings are but the
appearances. Miss Mack Wall's pathetic picture of the peace-
ful ‘passing’ of Mrs. Corper, and her brave confidence and
fidelity, even in the last moments of her troubled life, touched
my sympathies, and I too, with another correspondent, wish
her *God-speed and progress ' over there. Reinearnation, like
Banquo’s ghost, ‘will not down,’ and * Imperator’s’ statements
afford material for some interesting reasoning, more or less
convincing, according to the reader's point of view. The
quotation from the *‘Daily Telegraph’ regarding the intro-
spective power of clairvoyant ‘seers,” will doubtless be
amusing to old students of mesmerism, because this faculty,
which is said to be a ‘new’ discovery, was well-known and
frequently exercised fifty or sixty years ago! Still, it is a
remarkable power and ought to be developed more fully., The
veport. of ‘An Unexpected Sénnce’ is instructive, and is
another illustration of the fact, so often observed, that spon-
taneons manifestations are frequently the most satisfactory.
The testimony of clairvoyants to the real existence of ‘The
Spirit’s Body ' is of great value and incidentally indicates an
important objection to reincarnation. If the spirit has been
elaborating o body, during earth life, for its future use in
the spirit world—and that body represents the aggregate
spiritual and educational results of the earth life of the indi-
vidual—surely it is inconceivable that the spirit will lose that






