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NOTES BY THE WAY.

It is astonishing to find how many well-informed people
still entirely miss noting what happens in Rintgen or X-ray
experiments. Here is no less o man than Mr. Leadbeater
saying (in a Chicago lecture),  Your X-rays would enable
you not to read a letter, perhaps, but it wonid
enable you to see through material objects, to descry a key
inside a locked box, or to observe the bones of the human
body through the fesh.’ This is not so. What happens
in an X-ray experiment is that the rays penetrate through
solid substances—through some more readily than through
others—and throw shadows on a screen. We see the
shadows. Not we hut the rays ‘see through material
objects.’

But possibly Mr. Leadbeater is referring to a clair-
voyant power similar to that possessed by spirits who can
‘read a passage out of a closed hook,” or ‘a letter shut up
inabox.” This, however, has been done again and again
by sensitive mortalsin the flesh. Mr. Leadbeater knows all
sbout this, and he justly remarks that ¢all such additional
sight is simply obtained by being able to respond to a
larger set of vibrations” DBut the possession of such a
power is hardly on the same plane as the unconscious
thrilling of X-rays.
~ In this Lecture, Mr. Leadbeater gives a uscful caution
In relation to the varying planes or divisions of matter,
from the seen to the unseen. Many unskilled persons
naturally think of these as separate in the sense of being
one above another. Mr. Leadbeater says :——

One more word of caution with regard to this unseen
world. Do not imagine that these various stages or divisions
of matter here are lying above one another like the shelves of
8 hook-case. Realise that interpenetration is perfeet within,
around, and ahout every physical object. It is already
known that ether interpenetrates most plysical substances.
[ should like, if I could, to make clear to you the exceeding
Taturalness of the whole of this, and to guard you against
fhe various possibilities of ervor which come from supposing
hat everything beyond the physical is not natural, but
upernatural. It is not so at all. It is superphysical if you
ike, but not supernatural.  The whole scheme is one scheme
d the same laws run through it all.

. “The world’s Advance-Thought,” in a short paper on ¢Be
till, and let God find you,” by Lucy A. Mallory, veminds
s of a truth which, though simple enough, opens up depth
pon depth of thought. One might almost say that it
vers the whole field of religious inquiry.  Ilow true, and
ow far-reaching this js |—

As far back as the history of man extends, he has been
Ying tosolve the problem of Life through his reasoning
culties ; he has been seeking for God in the noise and the

-

darkness of matter-sense, and the gods that he has found
have been conditioned gods, made In man’s own image, and
endowed with such qualities as he himself possesses—anger,
jealousy, cruelty, and a desire to be worshiped by word of
mouth included. But the brightest intellects, the
keenest reasoners, have never come any nearer God, any
nearer solving the problem of Life, than have those with the
poovest intellect and least capable of reasoning.

The one thing needful is truly the cultivation and com-
prehension of ‘the inner sense.” The world needs to trust
itself ; and poor demon-ridden man needs to retire upon
himself, and listen for the true revealer of God in the
temple of the soul. e need not revolt against the old
idols. Tt is not an outward campaign at all that is wanted.
What we need is sclf-reliance, and a going with God into
‘the secret of Iis tabernacle.” As Emerson has taught
us;—we have only to go into the great quietness of the
spivit, and let God speak to us there.

The following, from this Paper, is, as we say, very
simple, hut, O, how farreaching it is !—

We have become what we call ‘civilised,’ and have won-
derful inventions for physical convenience; we are far
advanced in the arts and sciences, but we have never yet
learned the art of being happy and at peace, and we never
will until we develop this inner sense. This inner sense will
bring us into consecious touch with Immortal Life. Tt will
give us that ‘ Peace that surpasseth understanding.” Be still

and listen for that which will come to you in the Silence,
Be still, and let God find you !

Some American reformers are discussing the desirability
of reverting to the old order of things, when ‘medicine man’
combined doctor and priest. Christ is called ‘The good
physician,” and he worked, it is said, miracles of healing :
and, in the carly Christian Church, for generations, very
much was made of healers, though in what is now known
as the Spiritualist’s use of the word. The New York
¢ Churchman ’ prints an Article by the Rev. W. R, Inge, in
which he contrasts the biologist’s and the divine’s treat-
ment of sin. He says:—

I cannot but feel that there is something wrong, when I
take up (for instance) a biological work dealing with *De-
gencration’ and morbid states of the nervous system in
relation to heredity, and then a religious manual dealing
with sin, repentance, conversion, and growth in thg
spiritual life. The subjects are manifestly the same—the
sime bad habits and evil dispositions are treated of : the
objects are the same—how to prevent or cure these m(;rbid
conditions ; but the methods are utterly different. Not only
do the theologian and the biologist completely ignore each
other, but their theoriey as to the cause of moral evil seem
often to be diametrically opposed. The favourite theological
doctrine is that sin is in its essence rebellion, a revolt of the
will against the law of God. It is assumed that we are
rational and self-determining agents, and that when we sin
we deliberately choose the worse instead of the better course
Biologists, on the other hand, tend more and more to regard
almost all inmoral and anti-social conduct as symptoms of
nervous degeneration, inherited ov acquired.

The New York ¢ Churchman’ says :—

May not the time have come—may not the very eac
with which multitudes have embl‘a)(r;ed Chris(z;gneagggscs:
show that it has come—when that stable alliance between
the two branches of the healing art, that existed centuries
ago, when each was groping in comparative darkness, ma
be restored again? Kach has gone on its own wuy;’ each
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has acquired a manifold weight of experience ; ench may
come to the other bringing precious gifts for the cure of souls.
Many a clergyman is already a consulting physician, many
a physician is constrained to be a moralist and to master
the therapeutics of sin. Each can help the other.

The projectors of the ¢ National Health League’ of New
York definitely announce that they ¢intend to establish
health colleges where the main stress of study shall be laid
on the maintenance of health. They desire to establish a
sufficient number of free scholarships, to enable poor theo-
logical students to obtain this knowledge regarding health,
free of charge. The hygienic care of the pastor for his
congregation seems to be most natural, as the welfare of the
soul and body are interdependent and as the founders of
all great religions recognised this dual service of the
priesthood.’

The New York ‘Sun’ gives a careful summary of a
notable Essay by Professor Lliot on Progressive Liberalism
in eccclesiastical, political, educational and domestic affairs.
Some of his eonclusions are very thought-provoking. He
sees, all round, a loosening of authority, though this need
not be regarded as an evil: it may, indeed, be a positive
good, as indicating a growth of sclf-reliance, and of a
personal conscience, based on something better than mere
authority.

The ‘Sun’ gives the following summary of his reference
to the comparatively new Science, Sociology :—

It is,in our author’s opinion, a body of doctrine clearly
founded on the ethics of the New Testament, though it is at
present in a confused, amorphous state. At least one of its
characteristics, however, is pronounced hopeful—it aims at
the prevention rather than the cure of sin and evil; just
as preventive medicine aims at the prevention of disease
hoth in the single individual and in society at large. The
OId Testament relied chiefly on prohibition and penalty.
On the contrary, faith in penalty as a preventive of
wrongdoing has rapidly declined during the nineteenth
century, and this is equally true of penalty in this world
and of penalty in the next. Barbarous punishments have
been everywhere abolished in the civilised world, or are
used only in moments of panic and delirium ; and barbarous
coneeptions of })unishments after death have been every-
where mitigated or abandoned. The new sociology, hased
on the Gospel doctrine of love to God and love to man,
seeks the improvement of environment, the rectification of
vice-breeding conditions, and the realisation of the ideal
‘Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

The following, from ‘The Harbinger of Light,’ has
point in i :—

Mrs. Foye has left Melbourne, and the regrets and good
wishes of all investigators of the truth follow her. Itis a
deplorable matter that all through a season of the most
remarkable phenomena, the three daily papers have main-
tained a dogged attitude of strict silence. But had Mes.
Foye been proved a ‘fraud '—had she, b]n'ough_smkness or
ill-health, failed for one night to satisfy her andience—what
then ! Why they would have devoted columns to con-
demning her. They would have branded her and libelled
her, and the only evening paper would have inserted huge
black headliness‘ exposing’ the ‘fallacy’ of Spivitualism.
But they could prove no fraud, they could find no fanlt—
hence their silence.

Our English newspapers, by fits and starts, hehave

rather better than of old, but they are still far too ready to
ignore everything favourable to us, and to gloat over
everything unfavourable,—a course Of conduct as stupid as
it is unjust. There is nothing for it but to ‘peg away,’
neither courting praise nor fearing blame.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Tue ‘REFEREE’ SeaNcEs.—Letters are reaching us suggest-
ing that we should give expression to our own opinions
as to the composition of’the cirele and the committee’s
management of these séances. The obvious reply is,
that not having been present, we have no official in.
formation beyond that which appears in the committee’s
report. If, however, either the medium or any members
of the circle have anything to say, our columns are open

to them.

‘
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EXPERIMENTS WITH A SOMNAMBULIST,

By ¢ Wipar.

ALRIDGED FROM ‘SPIRITISTISCHE RUNDSCHAT

It was by our never-to-be-forgotten Carldu Prel that t),
high importance of somnambulism in connection wif)
Spiritism was brought to my notice; I therefore seized
the first opportunity which presented itself of convincing
myself by means of experiments, whether somnambulisy
were really so valuable.

I selected as my subject a young man of twenty-six yeany
of age, who willingly agreed to my proposition,as he wasmest
anxious to become a medium ; and at the commencemen of
the sittings I readily induced in him the mesmeric sleep by
making passcs. Later on I was able to accomplish this
from some distance.

T then gave him the following command : * For two hours
you will see the spirits by whom you are surrounded ; yon
will hear them speak, converse with them, and repeat what
they say to you. At the expiration of two hours you wil
return to your normal state quite well and io good spirits’

T then breathed in his face and said ‘Awake and he
immediately did so. Sometimes he woke up in great agits-
tion ; generally, however, very quietly.

At the first sitting, on awaking, he looked avound in m
astonished and anxious manner and asked what had hecome
of all the persons he had seen. Whersupon I explained to
him the command I had given him, and asked whom he had
seen besides ourselves; and he then gave the names o
many persons long since dead.

He now became the means of communication bebween
us and the spirits; more powerfully, indeed, than many
mediums with whom T have experimented. Erhard, as our
somnambulist was called, saw the spirits, deseribed their
appearance, gave their names, and told us all they wishedto

- say to us.

He saw them as distinctly as ourselves, only thet be
could see through them, with the exception of their faces
and hands, which he said were milk-white. Onee [ stood
on the spot where he said a spirit was standing, but he ssid
the latter did not move but remained, as he could see, in the
same place.

He said he saw the spirits gaze alternately at himselfand
me, but they took no notice of the other persons preseut
When I told them to sit on the sofa they did so b once, ad
I was able to place myself on the sofa without interfering
with them at all. Their lips moved when they spoke,ad
Erhard observed no difference between their way of speaking
or their movements, and our own.

Their language was for the most part far finer than any
Erhard could have made use of, and one spirit spoke
powerfully that it must have baen the great thinker, who
Erhard saw clairvoyantly. Erhard was generally in _t.he
somnambulistic condition and only became entranced l_II
begged some spirit to use his vocal organs to converse with
us. I only on one occasion commanded Erhard to remember
when he awoke what he had heard and seen during tl[@
two hours of his somnambulistic state, and he retained this
memory, but usually he remembered nothing of what 7
then occurred. i

Once I placed him en rapport with the sphere of musi o
which the spirits sometimes spoke, He then said he heatd
most lovely music and repeated the words of a song he lies
sung, which were extremely beautiful ; but as he spped
much agitated, I speedily awoke him.

Trench, English, and Latin were spoken by El‘]lurfl when
in the somnambulistic state, though he had no acquaintapee
with any of these languages, and several remﬂ{k“b]”,
proofs of identity were given by the spirits. (Here follov
some examples.)

Erhard was very susceptible to thought-transfe
I mentally put a question to him, he usually angwered 1@
once, bub in a way as though his words were not in reSP‘)“"Z
to my question, but came independently. In the Sﬂme
manner he would comply with commands wade by ™
mentally. Once T awoke him by a command so 1%
although T was in another room.

rence: It
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On one occasion his deceased mother was present, and as
L his relatives much wished to have a likeness of her, I com-
manded him to draw her portrait. He did so, and though
itis true that it was not an artistic work, it was in general
characteristics correct. The strange thing about it was that,
according to him, the picture was already on the paper, and
he only had to trace the lines over it.
) Once T told him to direct his looks to the spirvit world,
His description of this corresponded with that given in Dr.
i TFriese's book, ¢ Voices from the Spirit Land.” As theve was
i, something he was unable to see distinctly, T said to hitw :
(o there yourself I' and immediately he left the body and
began to wander in the spirit land. I commanded him now
~ toretwn. Hesaid ‘he did not wish to resume his earthly
garment, which only brought sorrow with it” During this

=2

¥
g time his body was cold and linip, and his voice weak, like
s that of a dying person. I exerted my will powerfully and

commanded him to return, when he immediately obeyed and
awoke up strong and well.

I It happened that once, during a sitting, he appeaved to
become very weak, so I laid my hands upon his head,
i whenhe seemed to recover his strength. Hesaid he had the
sensation as though an invigorating stream proceeded from

b o

y; Wy bands, and he could even see the spirits better. He
« Deverseemed tired or exhausted after the sittings ; on the
.in“ contrary, he declared that he felt stronger after than before

them. It was myself who suffered from exhaustion ; a sure
sign that he dvew much upon my vitality. Healways liked to
be close to me, although he knew I did not wish it, on account
of the vitality I felt he drew from me. (Here follow some
accounts of verified predictions made by Evhard, while in the
somnambulistic state.)

Often I commanded him to diaguose the diseases of
persons present. He seized the hands of the sick persons,
with his eyes closed, and described what they were suffering
from, what was the cause, and preseribed the remedies.

Towards the conclusion of these experiments he would
only reluctantly allow Limself to be placed in the somnam-
bulistic state, in compliance with the vequest of his fatherand
brothers. It then often happened that his mother, who was
his guide (Schutzgeist), upbraided him for his unwillingness
to join in the séances. She said, however, that he was under
some bad influence which she was unable to overcome. This
influence unfortunately became so powerful that I had to
use all my will power to combat it, and was obliged to give
up the séances. His character seemed to he completely
changed. He became hasty, impatient, and violent; in
short, signs of obsession were evident in him, and T bad to
exert my utmost powers to restore him to his former
state. .

I'must here assert that during all the experiments I kept
my mind quite passive anc impartial, and, to the best of
my ability, T avoided every source of deception or confusion,
?’)’ conducting them on the rules Jaid down by Carl du Prel
‘ m hl_s work, ‘Studies in the Domain of Oceultism.” 1 wish
L Particularly to point out that Jrhard was totally unversed
nour science of the supernormal, and that his utterances
were therefore quite independent of those of other
¢ somnambulists.

' Taia therefore convineerd that the vich literature dealing
with somnambulism contains genuine facts, and that our
+ revered Carl du Prel was rvight in the great importance he

attached to it.

M. (Tr)

‘LIGHT’ FOR THE SICK AND SUFFERING.

. ualﬁn?iicut]bzlx corrcspon(_lemg ‘sugges,ts that friends of Spivit-
: SCh(;()lsb .O]l{ s slubscrl.be for LI(:I(T’ to be sent to hospitals,
sayq-."\,“i eges, soldiers’ or scamen’s coflee rooms, &e,  He
A A\ en a man s ill or convalescent he has many
utuf}é li?mbﬁn which his mind naturally dwells upon the
would ree(.l' ow many would he comforted by what they
. give duca‘ttm- - Licur,” and how many would, at that tine,
3 othe at' ent‘um to the subject of ‘.S]'m'ltu’almm who might
With t'l.v““'@h freat it with indifferenee”  In accordance
PurDOse 18 “IU‘SE{(’INU.OH we ‘lnvltc ;‘lu])ﬂvl‘l])tlulls for  this
Wee H~ f,()::nz(g \(\5'11]] f{n'wm-(l fFacier! by post for thirtcen
tl‘ibut;(’)r, s. 6d., to any institution namced by the con-

LIGHT.
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HOW | FOUND THE LIGHT.

A NARRATIVE oF Psycnic EXPERIENCE AND DEVELOPMENT.

By Rev. HoLpeN E. SamesoN, LATE oF DURBAN,
NATAL.

(Continued from page 388.)

Passing over various important cirenmstances and in-
cidents in my carcer, I found myself at last in Durban,
Natal, stationed at a mission station for natives, twelve
miles from the Port. For a number of months I had been
living alone, having sent my wife and children to England,
my wife being in a precarious state of health. Owing to my
many monctary misfortunes, I had been obliged all these
months to live practically on bread and water and bananas.
I now know that all these misfortunes and distresses were in
the fulfilment of my destiny, and to fit me physically for
developing my spiritual nature and bringing me into con-
tact with the spivits of the upper spherves. I suffered greatly
in mind and body, as well as in estate, and spent my days in
studying and meditating upon the past history of my life, to
find a clue to the purpose of my then grievous state of
desolation and destitution. All my past misfortunes were
traceable to one direct cause, the concatenation of circum-
stances which divectly sprang from my struggles for
spiritual and intellectual freedom and fundamental settle-
ment, I had been driven from pillar to post all my life,
seeking spiritual and intellectual rest, and had ‘tapped’
every veligion, philosophy, science and organisation pur-
porting to supply what I desiderated more than all things
in this world—7"uth. DBut in one and all I found discre-
pancies, inconsistencies, contradictions. Yet I Anew that
the Truth existed somewhere, despite the imperfections and
failures of all professed exponents of the Truth. Find it I
would, if at the risk of death.

Then I met a man who gave e the first clue, a dear
brother clergyman, whose own life, like mine, had bheen
chequered and catastrophic in the pursuit of Truth, and in
antagonism with the world of Untruth, Half-Truth, and No-
Truth. I give his name, for he is a man who can contribute
largely to present-day knowledge of occult and spiritual
things—Rev. C. D. Tonkin, of Durban, a man revered by all
for his high-mindedness,as he is pitied for the hardnessof fate
throughout the uneven course of his life. He it was who first
introduced me to the spirit world. In his house I investi-
gated, very closely and narrowly, the many beautiful and
mysterious phenomena of the ordinary spiritualist séance;
we read books together, and discussed Spiritualism from all
its sides. Previously to this, I had been greatly struck with
M. Maeterlinck’s mystical book, ‘The Treasure of the
Humble, particularly by his remarks, so illuminating, on
oceult science. 16 was then that 1 launched out in a few
speculative opinious, as I then only regarded them, namely,
that all religions are One in principle. Get hold of the funda-
mental principle, and we arvive at the unification of truth,
as it is obscurely manifested in all veligions, philosophies,
sciences.  Also, that the *Holy Ghost’ is not a single entity,
but the whole concourse of spirits in the upper world,
operating in behalf of the spirits of good and holy men on the
carth. T also came tosee that in oceultism and Spiritualism
were to be found the ‘lost secrets” of modern Freemasonry ;
likewise 1 dimly saw a cohesion between Spiritualism and
what i known nowadays as ¢ Esoteric Buddhism’ and
Theosophy. Iread carefully A. I Sinnett’s lucid exposition
of ‘Bsoteric Buddhism,” and at the same time I read a book
called ‘ Wanderings in Spirit Land, by a spirit, through
inspirational writing. I then thought I perceived the points
of cohesion Letween these two occult bodics, and a possible
reconciliation between their differing tenets. But all this
was very vague, more dnpressions than conclusions. I, never-
theless, kept them in my heart, and pondered over them
deeply.

One duy, atter a Jong period of enforeed “fasting’ (for I
am by no means an ascetic), and comparative solitude, out
in the midst of the ¢ Bush,’ I suddenly felt my mind to be
illumined by a golden thought, which expanded into o
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great and wonderful conception, as it seemed then, and still
seems, to me, No sooner did I find myself overwhelmed
with the greatness of the conception which had flashed into
my brain and infused wmy being with a fire I could not
control, than I was impelled to seize a pen, much to the
astonishment of a young friend who had paid me a visit,
and into whose conversation I broke by exclaiming, ¢ Excuse
me, I must write,” and I set off writing at an incredible
speed, without reflection or premeditation, a long series of
articles, one after the other, until ten articles were
written. This work occupied me, day and night, for three
days, hardly stopping for food or rest. The articles I named,
‘The Cultus of the Larger Christianity,” and sent off to
the Editor of the ‘Natal Witness,” who, to my surprise,
published them, twice a week, in his paper. Iissued these
articles under the pseudonym of ‘ Lux,” and portions of them
were extracted for publication in ¢ Licurt,” and other papers.
I can now, after twelve months of the most astonishing
experiences, and progressin the development of my psychical
and spiritual natuve, say that I have nothing to change or
to modify in the inspired words which are embodied in those
articles, although T have heen under the inculcative power
and instruction, on psychical, spiritual, scientific and theo-
logical questions, of the spirits of the upper world, ever
since. Those articles form the ground-work of a volumin-
ous, scientifically sound, and deeply spiritual hody of
teaching, all of which I have received inspirationally, by
the psychical process of automatic writing and mental
illumination. :

Immediately after the publication of these articles, and
as soon as the public became aware of the real name of the
author, T came to a crisisin my life, by being dismissed from
my incumbeney. Naturally I might have expected such a
contingency, considering the extreme heterodoxy of my
views. I then found myself cast upon the world, without a
penny, and almost friendless. I will not describe here my
physical experiences, excepting as they are germane to the
elucidation of my spiritual experiences. I went to Pieter-
maritzburg, to visit a Spivitualist friend, and there I followed
up my study and investigation of Spiritualism. On a certain
occasion my friend had lent me the use of an Ouija board,
with which I hoped to obtain some satisfactory sesults. So
far as I knew, I had not been conscious of having developed
any special mediumistic powers. Now I know that I had
developed, unknown to myself, a very vemarkable psychic
gift of inspirational and automatic writing, combined with
mind-illumination, which is, with me, always a distinet and
pronounced phenomenon. I persevered for five days with the
Ouija board, and had not the smallest sign of a communica-
tion, or the slightest sense of spirit-control. On the sixth
day, my hand was moved strongly, stead'ily, and deliberately,
and spelt out the words, ‘T am your spirit-guide.” We con-
versed for many hours in this cambrous and laborious way,
and T elicited a great deal of very helpful teaching from my
“guide,’ but he would not divuige his name, only answering
to my repeated requests, Call me Emmanuel’

It is desirable for me here to state one fact which oc-
curred previous to this last event. When ia Durban T was
often asked to preach at a church at which previously I had
for some months been acting incumbent. I came into con-
tact also with a dear brother and his wife, who, strangely
enough, had years before been one pf. the young ‘cadets’ of
the Salvation Army during the spiritual phenomena I have
recorded. He had years ago cgased his connection with tho
Salvation Army, for the same reasons that compelled me to
doso. He had become a fervent and spiritual Spivitualist,
and both he and his wife were powerful spirit-mediums.
Mr. Fisk, indeed, was one of those rare souls of deep
spiritual perceptions, and a most delightful medium in
séance. Both he and his wife had the gift of clairvoyance
strongly developed. They told me that what first attracted
them to me was the fact that, whenever I'pljeached, there
appeared the spirit form of a venerable minister bending
over me, and his hands laid upon my head. This gave them
confidence that they would hear ‘something worth hearing.’
The description of this spirit form which they gave me was
identical with the appearance of my heloved and venerable
spiritual teacher, Dr. Asa Ma!mn. I then recalled the fact
that this aged saint, on his death-bed, had sent me a

’1
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message, the last words that he spoke on the earth befor
his departure to the ‘other side.” This message I had neer
forgotten. It was, ‘Tell Sampson he will fulfil my work;

After several days with the Ouija board, I was told by
‘ Emmanuel’ to cease employing the board, and to take ])e;]
aund paper,and he would henceforth speak to me by automatie
writing. To my inexpressible delight I found I had indeeq
developed this precious gift. Besides this means of com.
munication, I found, in the course of a week or two, that |
possessed that remarkable spiritual gift which, T believe,in
spiritualist parlance, is called ‘clairaudience.” Asamatterdf
fact, it is the gift of hearing my own spirit speaking into,asit
were, the speaking tube of my mentality. It is the  voicodf
the silence of my soul,” as Buddha describes it, and is clear
as a bell in the distance, vocalising the words of the spirits
communicated to my spirit, and through my spirit to the
mental consciousness. This gift has been to mean unspeak-
able delight, when I have been alone and solitary in the
world, but ‘never less alone,” for many spirits have been
constantly in communion with my spirit. Tt was ab this
point that I was told by “Emmanuel’his real name-]
should say, his earthly patronymie ; it was none other than
my old departed teacher, Dr. Asa Mahan, sent to still guide,
teacly, and inspire me, in the forthcoming wonderful course
of discipline of pain, adversity and perplexity which I
was shown I must undergo to attain to complete union with
the higher circles of spirits in the ‘heavenly places.

It is impossible for me, with the short space at my dis-
posal, to enter into a description of all the desp import
of this strange and wonderful series of mystical an
mysterious experiences, Indeed, their narration would
involve disclosures of so remarkable a character that 1 fel
the subject altogether beyond my power and permission to
narrate, in any particularity, except to an audience ut
unaccustomed to hear of marvellous psychical experiences,
without marking the narrator as anirremediable lunatic. It
must suflice to say that I went through a succession of strong
tests of my faith in the spirits who were now my ‘directors’;
of my obedicence to their words and counsels ; of my submission
to the pains and sufferings to which I was subjected,in ny
body, my mind, my spirit, successively ; of my devotion to
the cause of Absolute Truth, at the fountain-source of which
T found myself daily deriving the most wonderful knowledge
and wisdowm, concerning all and everything on which my
mind and soul had sought elucidation and explication ; and
of my loyalty to God,the Centre and Source of all thatisinthe
Universe, of whom all that is, is but His various forms and
manifestations in their evolutionary stages of developmenk

There at last came a time when I found myself al'x'i)'ed.
in spirit, when in a trance, on the margin of the lastircle
of spirits ; and there, in vision, I saw the lofty and holy
spivits who dwell in the highest Arcanum of Being the
‘Seventh Heaven,” and my spirit eyes beheld, my spirit ars
heard, and all my spirit senses were ravished by, scenes aﬁq
sounds and sensations which it is beyond the capacity o
human tongue to tell or human Janguage to narrate.

But this brief account must suflice for the present narm-
tive. These things happened in the few months of the y&r
1900. Space forbids my entering into any further descripti®
or elucidation of subsequent psychical and spiritual truths
and experiences that it has been my lot to pass through an
learn. I can only say that T have had many problems solved,
many knots unravelled, many difliculties removed, through
the teaching which every day has been imparted to me 0y
my spirit ‘masters”’ I have passed very briefly over these
incidents, and have omitted to mention many phenont
and facts which have proved to me conclusively #at there ¥
@ philosophy, a veligion, a science—all tn one—that 18 abwlﬂlf
and fundamental ; and that God has at last l'ewarded_mJ
years of painful search after the Truth, by putting mé m:g
possession of the key that unlocks the Gates of the Pa
Upward.

Before concluding this narrative I feel it my duby to s8
one word on the question of the rationale of sufferind:
Perhaps there are few, if any, men living who have pass
through a life of so much secret suffering of mind, soul &ne
body, as I have. I have known almost every form at pf:
of that strange asccompaniment of human existence, S“ﬁi"" C%’
and always of the most poignant and acute kind—s
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ing which no one has fully known, and for which I have
never sought, however much I have longed for, real human
sympathy. In fact, T have found that my life has had to be
given to sympathise with, and listen to the stories of, other
people’s sufferings, and I have had no heart to obtrude my
own. But I have learnt this axiom, that suffering and sin
are both a mecessary part of humun life, and for psychical
and physical reasons. The only way of human emancipa-
tion from the present evil state into which mankind has
fallen is to climb up the steep gradient of sin and suffering
down which the human spirit has fallen, and each step of
the ascent is a step of pain and suffering, the instrument
of deliverance, which must be applied to the four parts of
humen nature, body, mind, soul, and spirit. We are only
‘wade perfect through suffering’ It is only through
¢tribulation ’ that we can enter the ‘ Kingdom of God.” And
T have seen that all my past life of sin and suffering in this
existence has been absolutely necessary for the complete
work of development of my spiritual nature. As ‘prayer
and fasting ’ literally are necessary for psychical develop-
ment, to fit the body, mind, and soul for the occupancy of
the higher circles of the spirits, so suffering, on all sides
of our nature, is necessary for the development of our
four-fold nature, and its culminating coalescence in the
unity of the spirits of God. This is my experience, and the
truth ‘in a nutshell, which has been revealed to me from the
circles of the spirvits, and it is fully in accord with both the
teaching of Jesus and of Buddha.

SEANCES WITH MRS. MELLON.

Since writing you last I have had the pleasure of
attending two of Mrs. Mellon’s séances. Thanks to the
kind courtesy of the genial treasurer of the Manchester
Sphitualist Alliance, Mr. Herring, and his wife, the
hospitable doors of Tdendale were thrown open to the
members of the Alliance (by purchasing tickets, of course),
and I, as one of them, was delighted to attend the séances
and desire to record in your columns my perfect faith in
Mrs. Mellon and my thorough conviction as to the genuine-
ness of her mediumship.

Mrs. Mellon sat outside the cabinet in full view of the
sitters, with light sufficient to distinguish the objects and
people in the room, and a round spot of white appeared on
the carpet, which widened and spread upwards until a small
form (No. 1.) appeared at the medium’s side. He gave the
name of ‘Arthur’ He came for Miss Watson-Moore. He
was not recognised by her at the time, but was after-
wards identified as the brother of an intimate friend of
hers. After this test Mrs. Mellon proposed going inside the
cabinet, and so getting better results move quickly, which
was gladly agreed to. She went in, the sable curtains were
dropped, and all was still. A hymn was sung, and hcfore
it was finished a white square, similar to a gauze handker-
chief, appeaved, and this widened until the lovely form of
‘Clara’ (No. IL) was evolved and rccognised with glad
emotion by Mrs. Kllen Green as her sister-in-law, and
‘Geordie” told us in his sonovous tones that ‘John Lamont’
was also there. Mrs. Mellon, whose voice was constantly
heard talking to and encouraging the spirits, told us that
an Indian (No. II1.) was there, who duly appeared like a
flash of white light against the black curtains, and was
recognised by Mrs. Herring as her guide ‘Sam’: the olive
int of face and hands being clearly outlined against the
spirit drapery and black curtains (which had not been
mclosed since Mrs. Mellon passed through them). Up to
Dis point I should imagine the spirit visitants were what
wr American friends call ¢ Ethevialisations,” as they were
0 very shadowy and transparent, all clothed in the same
Xquisite snowy drapery ; but now appeared the more sub-
tantial form of ¢ (lissie’ (No. IV.), who touk a sweet (given
¥ a friend) from Dr. Gallagher, an old friend of hers. She
1de an audible noise with her lips when requested to
tunch the sweet, and then threw it back to the giver (not
5 Dr, Gallagher), saying it was a ‘du-dube’ and ‘slobbery.
- T0se way also given, which she also thiew back.  Being
Aquested to dance * Cissie? did so, and the sounds of her
ttle bure feet were distinetly audible, asalso were the Kisses
wown by her little black hand in full view of the sitters.
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A childish form (No. V.) holding a lovely spirit light
also appeared, and was recognised by Mrs. Herring as.her
son ‘Little Willie, who waved his light to and fro in delight
at being vecognised. Then came a female form for Mr. T.
Braham, of the name of ‘Mary ' (No. VL), who spoke to him
in a faint, weak voice but was unrecognised by hima. Some-
where about this point came ¢ Geordie’ (No. VIL), and as he
was of lower stature than we had imagined him to be, and
vemarks being freely passed to that effect, ¢ Geordie’ grew
and grew until he was of the recorded height—briefly
summed up as ‘a big man’ Much amusement was caused
by his addressing personal remarks to his friends amongst
the audience, beginning with ¢ Weel, Misthress Green, ye're
a bonnie wee woman,’ and ‘ Hey, Maister Hairring, ye're a
braw mon’ Not one friend known by him before his
medium left Bngland years ago was passed over unnoticed
by him, but I must confess to being surprised and a little
overawed when he fixed his eyes on me and said, ‘Misthress
Robinson, ye're weel kenned on ocor side. We ken a’ aboot
ye and the work ye're doing—ye're a grand worker for the
cause. It is impossible for me to reproduce ‘Geordie’s’
broad Scotch or ¢Cissie’s’ broken English ; both had an in-
explicable charm of their own, impossible to reproduce. A
spivit friend giving the name of ‘Sammy’ (No. VIIL), in a
quick, hoarse voice claimed Dr. Gallagher, who did not
recognise him, though he said he had been described as being
with himi three times before. The spirit friend then said
they had been on a battlefield in America together.

A friend (No. IX.), in a low, faint voice, said he had been
killed by lightning and knew Mrs. Green. His name was
Marshall, of Bradford, and he was recognised by her at
once as a friend who had recently passed on.

A lovely draped female figure who gave the name of
‘Messenger’ (No. X.) came for Miss Elderton and told her to
sit for automatic writing.

‘Elsie’ (No. X1.) came at an earlier point than this, and
was claimed by Mr. and Mrs. Searle beyond all doubt as
their little daughter Elsie, who always appears and makes
herself known when it iy possible to do so. Atthe beginning
of the séance I felt a childish form leaning heavily on my
kuee trying to pass behind me to Mr. Searle, and then my
dress was gently lifted three times.

If I have not recorded these spiritual visitations in the
exact manner or order in which they appeared, 1 can only
say I have doue it to the best of my ability, as no notes were
taken at the time and some of the changes were very rapid
and also appeared diffevent as seen from different points of
view. But I am sure any friends present would he glad to
testify, if needed, to the general accuracy of my record and
to the genuineness of Mrs. Mellon’s mediumship.

Kare Tavior-RoBINsoN.

COLONEL OLCOTT ON HYPNOTISM.

Colonel H. 8. Olcott lectured recently in Chicago, and
according to the  Chronicle’ of that city he said, speaking
of hypnotism +—

‘Hypnotism and mesmerisim are powers that should be
called into service very ravely. They are dangerous powers.
Much harm has been done by the indiscriminate utilisation
of these great powers. A hypnotist can make a eriminal by
suggestion. It has been said that a hypnotist can only calil
forth the evil that is in a person and utilise the seed of evil
to propagate greater evil. This is not so. They can make
criminals of persons who are free from vices, which they
give way to under the power of a hypnotist. There are
ways in which a hypnotist can kill a person, and 1 believe
that they have sometimes availed themselves of the oppor-
tunities for doing evil that have been presented to them as
a result of their power)

UNsATISFACTORY CoNDITIONS.—A South Afiican Spirit-
ualist now in London writes : * A short time since I and some
friends went to Peckham to a séance at Mr. Husk’s, but we
were very much disappointed. If the process of materiali-
sation 1s a scientific one, why do not the mediums practise
with a ruby, or a yellow, light, so that all the spirits who
come cun ho casily scen?  So far as I can judge, little or no
progress has heen made in this phase of manifestation during
the past twenty-five yewrs, Anything oceurring in total
darkness, in a circle of sitters all more or less strangers, is
very unsatisfactory.’
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THE CANDID FRIEND.

We welcome *The Gift of the Spirit,” a selection from
the Essays of the late Prentice Mulford (London: Philip
Wellby), an interesting American mystic. The Essays are
all on subjects of spiritnal value, and are finely woven with
subtile thought and poetic expression. One of them, how-
ever, specially concerns us. It is entitled *Ilealthy and
unhealthy Spirit Communion,” and it is, on the whole, a
deterrent.  We cannot, in this instance, go so far as to say
with Canning :—

But, of all plagues, good Heaven, thy wrath can send,
Save, save, oh save me from the candid friend.

But the writer of this Issay was, for a friend, quite dis-
tinctly ‘candid.” The Essay commences with a reference
to the ©disagreeable associations’ of the word ¢Spiritual-
ism,” and to its ‘froth and scum,” and hastens to the chas-
tising of test-seekers, and to nine-tenths, indeed, of séance-
seekers. It is, we are told, ‘the material mind’ which
‘demands proof of spirit existence and spirit power through
material evidences’; and it is ‘never satisfied.” Nay, if
spirit Intercoursc is ‘only sought with the desire of com-
municating with the loved onecs on that side of life —the
chances are that very little good will come of such dealing
with Spiritualism.” ‘Spivitualism,” we are assured, ‘is, in
its present form, an abnormal and unhealthy development.
It came of the premature ripening of the spiritual

and functions in certain individuals.” Trance
mediumship is bad. The gift is ‘a most dangerous one.’
‘Two minds have no business using onc body. It is
unnatural and unhealthful.” But ¢ far worse is it for “the
medium” who gives communications from day to day for
several on the unseen side, even though this is done by the
agency of one spirit controlling him or her. They
are visited by gricf-stricken people who want to communi-
cate with their friends. These friends are grieving also,
and the medium stands between the embodied and dis-
embodied as a strainer through which is passed the dark
and gloomy thoughts from both sides, and, as thoughts are
things, and grieving and regretful thoughts are very harm-
ful things, the medium’s mind absorbs a great deal of this
element. The result to the body is destructive.” Finally,
even if the spirits made use of certain ‘forced or artificial
conditions’ and habitually made themsclves visible and
tangible, this would not ].)c well for them or for us. For
them it would be ¢an unwise expenditure of strength”: for
us ‘a sort of hot-house condition or growth,” an artificial
state which could neither last nor naturally advance. ‘You
would return wealened by an artificial life and training, as

senses
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a bird is really weakened by its artificial and caged life,
and with your capacity for living and growing healthily
retarded.’

As wo have said, this is distinctly candid, desperately
candid ; and there is a touch of truth in it: but it is
palpably overdone. For example: it is not only the
material mind which asks the help of material evidences
A thoroughly good material test is evidence for the intelles,
and is useful in the very highest regions as demonstrating
the existence of a personality minus the earthly tabernac,
Neither is it accurate to say broadly that mediumship
injures the medium. It may injure some, but it help
others. And what if it injured all? What if every
medium were a minor martyr? Might it not be worth it,
for the race? Is there no place for vicarious sacrifice? But
is it true that the medium stands as mediator between anly
grieving souls? How many who succeed in establishing
communications— or who think they do—are unspeakably
happy ! and are there not many many times when the
medium is ‘a strainer through which are passed,’ not ‘duk
and gloomy thoughts,” but thoughts of unbounded joy!
Again; whether the acceptance of external spirithelp,
visible or tangible, produces the artificial and weakened
condition of a caged bird is purely a matter of experience.
Undoubtedly it could so act: but, also undoubtedly, it dos
not always so act: we do not believe that it usually actsso:
and, where it does, the fault may bhe with Society and its
foolish repulsions, and not with an intercourse which,
rightly understood and used, might give vast accessions of
freedom, growth and strength.

But Mr. Prentice saw the good side of it, and expressel
it, thereby drifting into certain inconsistencies. Hereare
somo of his admissions in these Essays :—¢Thousands of
people who have dealt in spirit intercourse, with all it
present crudity and mingling of true and false on both sides
of life, are obliged to own to themselves that the death of
the body does not end all. This is one step ahead, and ¢
profitable conviction for any mind.” And again: *Spirit
ualism, with its accompanying evil, has served a purpose
It has awakened a portion of the race to the fact that the
death or loss of the body is only an episode in the resl lil
—the life of the spirit.” Surely that goes a very long wiy
towards discounting this writer’s grave dissuasives!

As we ponder this Essay, as a whole, indeed, thess
dissuasives tend to disappear altogether, inasmuch as the

writer makes the duty of prosecuting the inquiry impers

tive. He refers to “the writings of Moses and others in the
Bible’ as ‘a trne historical record,’ recognises spitit-inter
course throughout, during ‘a period of several thousand
years, and then asks, ¢ If such communication was possible
then, why not now? 1t is true that we are exposed to e
influence of evil as well as of good spirits, he says, bt that
is no reason why we should ignore the subject. On the
contrary, that would be ‘like ignoring the existence of
gunpowder hecause some people have done foolish thing
with explosives” As for the inability of Spirisualism ¥
bear the full stress of repeated tests at will, this writer
defends us well. e says to the scientist with his sever®
demands: ‘You are demanding the perfect develo[n.nenh o
a science Dbefore it has passed through its carlier an
immature stages of growth, You are like one clemand}llg
at once the perfected steam engine without the P"ec?dmg
experience of trial, experiment and failure of the last eighty
years out of which has come the locomotive engine. You
allow nothing for the defect, immaturity, misconcepot
and ignorance existing in your own mind when yob dea
with and judge of these things.’ .
After sober and solid reflections like these, it N o
voking to turn a leaf and find this writer wearily biddins
farewell to “ physical phenomena,’ and yawning T seo 10
greater marvel in the materialisation of flowers than the

Digitized by GOOSIQ



August 24, 1901.]

building of the Brooklyn bridge.” Now that is, and can
only be, tiresome nonsense. The building of a bridge is
an understood process on a well-known plane; but the
materialisation of flowers (if possible) introduces us to a
wonderland which may revolutionise all knowledge and
¢make all things new.’

It is also provoking to find him saying, ‘ When some
people ask me “ Are you a Spiritualist?’ I prefer to say
uNo.” This saves a great deal of tvouble in the endeavour
to explain what I do helieve and what I do not believe, &e.’
Perhaps ; but it is also naughtily misleading : and, besides,

pulling the blinds down is not a high-class occupation in-

order to prevent people seeing what you have for dinner.
But, on the whole, this Fissay aims high. It looks for
a time ‘when people will not need any form of physical
phenomena to convince them of the reality of another lifec.
There will be the most perfect blending of minds
of those with the material body and those without.” A
mighty change will come over the human race, by the all-
compelling *force of a great wave of spiritual element and
spiritual impulse, which shall clear men’s eyes and quicken
theiv understanding, so that all things shall regulate them-
selves, even as in the heavens the millions of planets are
moved in the intricacies of their orbits without clash or
disorder.”  'We Dbelieve that this great wave is at work now,
and that the clash and disovder are a necessary part of the
process by which harmony and wisdom ate being evolved.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LTD.

The next servies of meetings of the Members and
Associates of the Alliance will be opened with a Conver-
sazione in the Banqueting Room, St. Jamess Hall, on the
evening of Zhursday, October 24th ; and addvesses will be
given in the Regent Saloon, St. James’s Hall (entrance from
Regent-street) on 7"%hursdiys, November 7th, November 21st,
December 5th, and December 19th. Further particulars will
be announced in due eourse.

GOOD TO DIE BY.

The ‘Sunflower,” for August Ist, reported the passing
of Mr. Edward Bach, father of Mr. W. H. Bach, the editor
of that journal. The departed was for many ycars an
ardent Spiritualist and an active worker for the extension
of the movement. ¢Spirvitualism,’ he always said, ¢is a good
thing to live by, but a better thing to die by.’

‘This saying,’ says Mr. W. H. Bach, ‘was proven true in
his own case’:—

‘Before losing consciousness he tallked with members of
the family and his last words to the writer were, *This is
death, but I am not afraid of death.” Then he repeated, “ I
\Ya,nt You to understand that I am not afraid to die.”
Speaking to mother in the old endcaring term, he turned
to a_daughter who stood at the foot of the bed, saying,

Daisy, don’t cry.” Turning from her to a presence unscen
by us but evidently as real to him as were we of the carth-
life, he said, “ What is it, Walter?” and then spoke to his
spirit mother in German.

 What we want to know iy, if he had consciousness and
ability to recognise those of carth-life and turned, as he
did, from those in earth to those in spirit, aud back to thosce
Inearth, why should we doubt the presence of one more
than the other 7 When he spoke to one son, in the person of
the writer, perfectly rationally, then spoke to another son,
whom the world calls dead, equally rationally , why is not
thc‘e'\q_dqnce as good in one case as the other !

Spiritualism cannot take away the sense of loss of
carthly presence, but it can take away the pointed sting of
death, make the last hours pleasant, and remove from the
I)a,s.‘smg person that fear that haunts so many.

s for us left in life we can only say with the poet :-—
‘“This same way we too shall go,
Just a little farther only,
And the waters’ eblh and flow,
‘Wil not scem ono-half so lonely,
Slp‘cc thy hand will reach across,
. Taking ours to aid the landing,
Thou wilt teach the gain and loss
To our darkened understanding.”’
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OLD-TIME EXPERIENCES.

( Concluded from page 393.)

Theve are still a good many people who are in what
may be called the ‘black-swan’ condition with regard to the
phenomena. That is to say, they think it a sufficient
justification for disbelief to say that the marvellous things
they hear about the spirits are self-evident lies. Now *a black
swan’ remained a synonym for an impossibility only while
Australia was still undiscovered ; and it is now-a-days just
as much a proof of ignorance to deny the reality of even
the most astounding séance-room manifestations, as it would
be to deny the existence of black swans ; there is, in fact,
fifty times as much evidence for the reality of the phenomena
as there is for the actuality of black swans. *Ab, but any-
one can go to the Zoological Gardens and see a black swan !’
And so can anyone go to séances and see the phenomena.
But you must take care not to mistake some neighbouring
farmyard for the ‘Zoo,” and you should not tie a bandage
over your eyes before you go in.

Now, although I think that the readers of ‘LicHT’ arc
the least likely people to cry ‘black swan’ to me, still I
should like to say a few words about fraudulent manifesta-
tions before I bid them good-bye. I may say that I have
been agrecably surprised during my investigations to find so
little deception, and so much openness and sincerity, among
the professional mediums whom I have frequented. Tt is
true that I never weunt ‘fraud hunting’; but I have always
been on my guard, for at the very threshold of my investi-
gations I met with three cases of deception, in the persons
of a young doctor, of a young clergyman, and of a young
lawyer, who atb different times weve admitted to our little
family circle. They were soon suspected, and charged with
cheating, and, after a little hesitation, they all confessed—
the first two did so with shame and sorrow, declaring that
they felt an unaccountable and irresistible desire to make
fools of us; but the young lawyer treated the matter as a
joke, and was much surprised at our indignation. Moreover, I
once played the part of decetver myself ; so if there be any
virtue in setting a thief to catch a thief, T ought to he a
good detective ! It happened in this way : One day a lady with
whom T had just been talking about the spirits, suddenly
held up her hand and said, ¢ Hush, I hear raps !’ We werc at
the moment standing at opposite sides of the room, and sure
enough, rap, rap, rap, came apparently from a bureau close to
her. I soon found, however, that when I pressed with my
foot, the raps occurred ; for, as I afterwards found, the plank
of the flooring under my foot ran across the room to the
bureau. Just for fun, I kept up what I considered alittle joke,
fully intending to show her presently how I myself made
the raps, for I thought she was much too credulous, and T
believed that this would be a good lesson for her ; but after
I had rapped out a few little ‘ communications,” she became
so excited and so delighted that I thought I would let her
“ecool down,” and would tell her the next time I saw lher.
And there I made a mistake ; had I told her at once, she would
have undevstood it, and taken it in good part, whereas her
manner to me ever after my deferved confession showed that
her belief in my trustworthiness had received a severe shoclk.

Not meeting with any trickery myself, the constant
denunciations of fraud in spirvitualistic journals greatly
puzzled me. 1 found a nervous anxiety on the part of
mediums whom I believed to be perfectly honest, to ‘keep
in with’ the editors of certain journals, for, whether
rightly or wrongly, the professional mediums in America
at that time believed that if they were so unlucky as to
offend the said cditors, their good name would be gone.
I was naturally chary of believing the stories of editorial
unfairness which reached my ears ; and I could not reply to
the argument that there exisced persons who made a liveli-
hood by supplying what they called ‘ mediums’ requisites’;
that is to say, luminous paint, ‘invisible’ wires, masks,
wigs, stuffed gloves, and other such paraphernalia. Not
only were (and are) these things advertised in the news-
papers in the United States, but two of the mediwuns
whom T visited showed me circulars that had been sent
to them confaining deseriptions and price lists of these
nefarious articles. L had newrly come to disbelieve in the
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testimony of my own semses to the general honesty of
professional mediums, and had almost accepted the simple
argument of the spiritualistic journals, that Spiritualism
must be in a rather rotten state to provide customers, in
‘the s}mpc of dishonest mediums, for these makers of
mediums’ requisites, when an acquaintance (who thought
the mediums frauds, and myself a poor unfortunate dupe)
offered to take me to sec a friend of his who could imitate
all the séance-room phenomena ‘to perfection.”’ Of course
I jumped at the offer; and I accompanied him to his
friend’s house in Brooklyn one evening, and found about
a dozen others there, who had come by invitation to see
the ‘exposure of Spiritualism.” Well, I saw slate-writing
rather cleverly done; I saw a table and a chair apparently
move without contact; a hand came from behind a cur-
tain, and a face showed itself at that curtain for a moment.
And afterwards Mr. X, the performer, showed us how he
had changed the slates when we were not looking ; drew
our attention to the really clever arrangement of ¢ invisible’
wires, by which the table and chair were moved ; and pro-
duced the ‘spirit hand’ for our inspection—a white kid
glove attached to a stick ; and also showed us the ‘spirit
face’—a coarsely painted mask, fitted with a wig and a
piece of white drapery. The friends present loudly compli-
mented the gentleman on his ‘complete exposure’ of the tricks
of the mediums; and it was, in fact, a clever performance of its
kind, and quite likely to take in anyone who knew nothing
of the conditions under which the real phenomena occur.
1 found that only two out of some dozen people present
had ever attended a séance; but it could not have been
‘much of a séance,’ for these two expressed their gratitude
to Mr. X. for having disillusionised them, declaring that he
made the manifestations much better than the mediums
themselves. But clever and neatly done as was the per-
formance, it was so unlike ‘the real thing’ that certainly
no one who had had any expervience of genuine phenomena
would have accepted it as anything but an imitation.
After this experience I took cave, whenever I had an
opportunity, to ask those I met at séances if they had ever
seen any of these so-called ‘exposures, and I only found
two people who had, and both of these pronounced the
imitation much feebler than I myself had thought it.

Now, it seems to me that the conclusion is unavoidable
that the patrons of these makers of  mediums’ requisites’ are
not fraudulent mediums, but the ‘exposers’ and enemies of
Spiritualism ; and that those good people (editors and
others) who are so anxious to ‘ purify Spiritvalism’ that they
are never tired of declaring to friend and foe that it is over-
whelmed with fraud, arc the victims of an auto-suggestion,
the result of an erroneous inference—the inference that the
¢mediums’ requisites’ are used by professing medinms,’
whereas in reality they are employed by professed ¢ exposers.
Tt is absurd to suppose that anyone who sets up as a genuine
medinm would trust his reputation for honesty to a person
who publicly announces that he teaches people how to
cheat, and supplies the means of doing so, as a medium
necessarily would if he purchased that person’s goods. The
exposure of Spiritualism is a gratifying performance for
many people, not only because it enables them to make their
neighbours out to be fools, but because it looks clever, for
it is simply a variety of sleight-of-hand performance, which
requires no particular dexterity, and can be made very
cffective by confining the exhibition to those who are
ignorant of true mediumship. Were the object of the sup-
pliers of ‘mediums’ requisites’ to help mediums to bam-
boozle the public, they would certainly not explain their
methods and apparatus as openly as they do, not only in their
circulars, but in the journals of the opponents of Spirit-
ualism. One maker of these articles, for example, has a
whole-page advertisement of his goods in this month’s issue
of a Chicago magazine (August, 1901), and he has also an
article in its pages entitled ‘ Spirit Portrait Painting,’ which
professes to teach the innocent readers of the magazine how
the mediums do spirit pictures, and at the same time ‘do’
their clients. The writer gives three methods of cheating,
all equally unlike anything that could possibly occur in a
real séance; one of them will be suflicient to quote here :—

¢ Procure the following ingredients from your druggist :
Sulphate of iron, for blue; nitrate bismuth, for yellow ;
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sulphate copper, for brown ; make solutions separately of
each by dissolving a small quantity of each ingredient in
warm water. Now make a solution of prussiate of potash
and put it in a bottle atomiser. Now with a brush for egeh
colour make a picture, landscape, portrait, or anything you
desire, on a screen of unbleached muslin ; when' dry, thes
are invisible. Show the screen and place on an e.';sel or
anywhere you desire. Now slightly dampen muslin an]
%lace a lamp back of it on a chair; lower lights a frifle.
ave the muslin placed so your assistant can conveniently
spray all over back of it with the solution prussiate of potash
which slowly brings colours out. The effect is very weird,
and although not artistic, it is a novelty and is ap zu'enbl)z
done by unseen agency. Light being placed back of sereen,
hat no one approaches screen. Have 3
little suitable music; this amply covers slight sound of
atomiser.’

For my part, I can say that I never met in the ranks of
the Spiritualists any person who would be so exceedingly
credulous and stupid as to believe that such a production
could possibly be the work of spirits; but there must be
thousands and thousands—the purchasers of ‘mediumy
requisites’ and their clients—who are idiotic enough to
believe that the phenomena of Spiritualism are of that
nature, and are produced in that way.

And now, if I may in conclusion be so very bold as to
say an exhortative word to my brother Spiritualists, T wil
say, Have courage! Don’t let the poor little pseudo-
scientist, with his sealings, and tyings, and contemptible
suspicions, and colossal ignorance, terrorise you. Such
people are more foolish than the man who goes to look for
a gas escape with a lighted match ; he at all events finds the
escaped gas, but the ‘scientific investigator’ who goes to
look for the phenomena with tyings and sealings and
sewings up in bags, has about as much chance of gaining
knowledge of the invisible world as a sportsman would have
of shooting grouse if he went to the moors preceded by ¢
brass band. For my part I have never willingly sat with &
medium who allowed him or her self to be tied up or held,at
least on the occasions when I was there. All that kind of
thing is ¢ playing to the gallery,’ for the public do not know
that those proceedings prevent the manifestations ; but men
of science know it, and when they have recourse to then
they are proved out of their own mouths to be traitorsto
Science herself ; for it is the fundamental axiom of Science
that “if you wish to obtain a given result, you must furnish
the necessary conditions. Have courage, brother Spiritusl
ists, to fight in defence of your mediums! When the
enemy attacks them, do not run away from them, or helpto
stone them. If three-fourths of their phenomnena were f&}s(’,
there would still remain enough to justify you in defending
them tooth and nail against their assailants. And don'tbe
so mortally afraid of being *taken in’; if i6 should happen
to you, smile and try again. It is vanity, not love of truth,
that prompts that paralysing and stupifying fear in mosh
cases. And remember that we can never say with 8o
certainty how far the medium, even if conclusively prov
fraudulent on some occasion, is morally responsible for the

fraud. )
¢ CHRONOS,

TRANSITION OF MR. A. ROLAND SHAW.

Those who had the pleasure of listening to the zlxddl‘e.ss
delivered by Mr. A. Roland Shaw to the London Sp}xqtuahst
Alliance in October of last year, upon his ¢Experiences ?f
Supernormal Phenonmena,’ will learn with regret of his
passing to excarnate existence with tragic suddenness ab the
early ageof fifty-four, on Thursday, the 15th inst. Whllelg
Moorgate-street Station he became unconscious, was remove
to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital by the police, and GXP“'h
without uttering a word while being taken into the
wards.

ill

Mgs. M. BrENcrLey desives us to announce that she wil
be out of town until the end of August.

friends that he

_Mg. J. J. VaNco wishes us to inform his fri hen he
will return to London on Saturday, the 94th insb, W
will be pleased to meet them as usual.
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PHOTOGRAPHING THE UNSEEN.

By A. P. SiNNETT, IN THE LoNDON ‘SUN/

Probably almost everybody who may vead these lines will
have heard, one time or another, of what are called ‘spirit
photographs. These represent, in a more or less shadowy
fashion, beings—spirits, ghosts, or astral entities—-call them
what you like-—that are perfectly invisible to ordinary eye-
sight. The simple reason why such appearances on a photo-
graphic plate are not overwhelming in their effect on popular
incredulity is that such photographs can be very easily
‘fked,’ or fraudulently imitated. Nothing is easier than to
dress up a living person in floating drapery, to give a
momentary exposure of the plate with this imitation spirit
focussed upon it ; afterwards to use the same plate for an
ordinary sitter, and so obtain the semblance of a ghostly
form standing by his side. The value of a spirit photograph
depends entirely upon the perfect bona fides of the whole
operation. And innumerable private photographers, also
Spiritualists, have taken such photographs themselves, and,
knowing that no improper trickery had Been concerned with
the results, have obtained photographs of spirit forces on
their plates.

SoMETIMES OBTAINED UNEXPECTEDLY.

I suppose there are few professional photographers
who, if they told the truth, would not have to confess that
sometimes strange effects come out on their plates that
seem to represent something ‘supernatural’ Dut it would
not be good, in the present age of the world, for an ordi-
nary photographer’s business that he should be supposed
to dabble in such ‘uncanny’ achievements, so when the
strange results come out, the ghost is treaterd as a defect
of the plate and is suppressed accordingly. However,
unless the sitters ov the photographer, or both, are mediums
such results are unusual. On the other hand, when the
photographer is a medium and lays'himself out for the
unusual effects, they are excecdingly common. I have
seen. an immensce number of such spirit photographs taken
under conditions that have made me quite sure they were
genuine, and very recently I have obtained a series under
conditions that make any question as to their authenticity
altogether absurd for me, and equally so for any other
persons who are eapable of understanding that I am telling
the truth.

A STRIKING SERIEN,

I went to a photographer who had heen successful in
obtaining several such photographs for friends, and, with
his cordial conewrence, took precautions which put all
Possibilities of frand on his part oubt of the question. I
should like to remark that these precautions would have
been unnecessary for my own satisfaction, fist, because
the honesty of the nan and his sincere interest in the
whole matter makes his Lona fides perfectly obvious to any
rational person having io do withh him; and, sccondly,
because I was accompanicd by a lady of my own acquaint-
ance, gifted with elairvoyant sight, who could see the spirits
being photographed. But, in order that I might have
an answer for people to whoin [ might he inclined to show
the results, and who might not be able to attach importance
to the ideas I have just expressed, | took my own packet of
plates—purchased the day bhefore at Whiteley’s—went
myself into the photographer’s dark room, put my initials
on the corners of the plates, and arranged them ready
for use, saw the first put into the dark slide, and came out
with it into the studio, sat, and afterwards saw the plato
developed under my own eyes. It hore a spirit form,
as did all the others used that moruing, more or less com-
pletely. In two cases the faces of the astral entities arc as
cleatly defined as if they had been physical sitters.

A lady of my acquaintance, wishing to obtain spirit
photographs, arranged a sevies of private sittings with a few
COpgeniul friends ; used her own camera, and after a fow
failures obtained some of the desived offects.  But then a
very wonderful development ensued. The spirit friends
present said (for be it understood that in this case the sitters
included some who were clairvoyant and ‘clairaudient, so
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that they could converse with the visitors from the astral
plane), ‘Do not bring your camera any more. Merely sitin
the dark with a photographic plate in your hand, and we will
do the rest.” Following these instructions the lady used to
take her plates to the séance, unfasten them in the dark, hold
them by the corner for a minute, wrap them up again, take
them home and develop them in the ordinary way. Under
these circumstances faces used to appear on the plates
together with a number of curious and unintelligible mark-
ings that covered the rest of each plate; but the faces are
in all cases quite distinctly recognisable, in some cases as
those of departed friends. T have a collection of prints from
these extraordinary negatives by me as I write, and they are
a defiance of what ignorant materialistic people call the
‘Known Laws of Nature’ But, at the same time, they are
facts, like Nelson’s Coluwan at Charing Cross, and human
beings capable of reason have got to revise their views of
Nature’s laws accordingly.

How TnEe SpiriTs MaNace IT.

Now the spirit photographs obtained with a camera like
those of my recent series are produced in one way, and the
photographs without the cainera in another which is less
easily explicable ; but still T hope to give the reader a clue
to the comprehension even of that process. There is really
very little thatis truly mysterious in the camera-spirit-
photograph. But ‘it has nothing whatever to do with the
method by which the unseen in astronomy is photographed.
That process is one whick should be understood by anyone
wanting to understand the spirit photograph, only that it
may be put aside as inapplicable. It is interesting enough
in itself, and has given us knowledge concerning some phe-
nomena of the heavens that could not have been obtained
in any other way.

If you look with the eye at the constellation called
the Pleiades, for example, you see a certain number of stars.
If you look with a telescope, you see more; but however
many you see in either case, you do not see more by continu-
ing to look. Now, take a photograph of the Pleiades witha
short exposuve, and the plate will show you much the same
effect as the telescope, but the longer you let the camera look
at the constellation the more it will see. That is to say, the
very faint light from small stars ov nebulous matter sur-
rounding the stars that are bright enough to be seen with
the eye, produces an effect on the plate by degrees. The
effect of the light on the sensitive plateis cumulative, and in
this way we have come to know that the whole constellation
called the Pleiades is surrounded by a wonderful nebular of
colossal magnitude quite too faint to be seen by any
telescope.

Again, there is another variety of the unseen that can be
photographed on different principles. The peculiar kind of
light called the Rintgen ray is nob perceptible to the eye
because the vibrations of the ether which constitute that
variety of light are too rapid and minute to suit the
mechanism of the eye, delicate as that is. Everyone knows
that there ave sounds too shrill to be heard, and just in the
same way—to put the idea paradoxically—there is light too
bright to be seen. But the camera can see that sort of
light. In other words, the sensitive plate can be impressed
by it, hence we get our radiographs of people’s bones and all
the other phenomena of X-ray photography. And hence
also --for the matter is not more complicated than that—do
we get owr spirit photographs of the ovdinary kind-—those
which arve taken with the camera. The spirit may be in a
vehicle of consciousness that is not of a kind to impress
ordinary vision, and yet it may lwpress the photographic
plate.

How, then, does it happen, an intelligent inquirer may
ask, that we do not get superphysical effects on every
photograpl tuken, since we arc told that the astral plane
is all around us, and the whole of another world always
in sight if we could only see it? Just so, but the light
emitted from, or reflected by, astral matter does not affect
the plate. The spirit or astral entity who wants to get him-
self photographed—and nobody cver yet photogzraphed a
spirit who did not want to have his portrait taken—has to
sulfuse his astral body with watter of a somewhat different
kind in order that its shape and appearance may become
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visible to the plate. The mastter in question is spoken of by
students of occultism as ¢Etheric, and it cxists, though
unseen by the eye, in the constitution of every human being.
From the constitution of some it is very easily withdrawn
by astral spirits who want to borrow it, and susceptibility to
that sort of treatment is one of the attributes that go to
constitute a medium. Such withdrawal is a weakening,
enfecbling process, and thatis why mediums often feel very
much depleted and exhausted after séances at which
materialising phenomena have taken place. But the
materialisation of the spirit sufticiently for the purposes
of the photographer need not be carried nearly so far as that
which aims at making the spirit actually visible to ordinary
eyesight ; all the same, it is still more or less of a strain, and
Spiritualists generally who do not study the science of their
own experiences are often foolishly reckless about strains of
that sort themselves—indeed, only one kind among many
perils that beset the practice of mediumship.

I said the method of X-ray photography was the same
as that by which we get the portraits of spirvits. That is
because the X-ray is really an emanation—from the
‘cathode’ or negative pole of the electric circult in a
vacuum bube —of etheric matter. Ordinary science has not
yet realised this fact, for in many ways it lags behind the
knowledge gained by occult research ; but such is the fact,
and many other interesting possibilities of the future hang
on to that fact. To see astral matter, a person in the
physical body must have an altogether new sense
developed, but to see etheric matter it is only necessary for
the present eyesight to be improved, as already it is
improved for some few persons. The eye is an instrument
of very varying capacity. This may be illustrated by an
interesting experiment with the spectrum.

If we arrange things so that a solar spectrum—the rain-
bow-coloured band of light—is thrown on a sheet of paper
or a sereen, it will be found that some people can see colour
beyond the violet tint visible to all. That is becanse the
eyes of such persons are enabled to coguise vibrations of a
higher order than those which are perceptible to the rest of
us. Persons who can see a good deal further in the spectrum
than others will probably be able also to see the Rontgen ray.
That is to say, such persons have, in a greater or less degree,
the etheric sight. When this is perfectly developed the
possessor of such a faculty can see through opaque matter
of some kinds—of those kinds which the Roéntgen ray
penetrates—and are thus endowed with a species of clair-
voyance—not of that kind which is the true clairvoyance of
astral sight, but of a sort that seems very wonderful,
nevertheless.

PRECIPITATION PHOTOGRAPHS.

Now, as to the rationale of the spirit photograph taken
without the aid of the camera. To explain that I must
refer to a phenomenon almost as wonderful, but of which I
have had abundant experience. It is possible for the few
who not alone can sce with the astral sense, but can make use
of some of the elemental forces belonging to the astral
plane, to produce writing on paper without the aid of pen
or pencil. This is done sometimes at spiritual séances even,
and is not understood in the least by the ovdinary Spirit-
nalist, but it is done by a process called in occultism
¢ precipitation.” Ihave endeavoured to explain that, on the
astral plane, thought is a creative power. Your thoughts,
if they are sufficiently intense and clear, form images there
which are perceptible to others. If you form a thought-
image of the words you wish to write, and know how to
materialise the image by means of etheric matter, you can
condense it on paper. Nothing I can say here will enable an y-
one to do the thing, but many things we cannot do ourselves
may nevertheless be intelligible_; ag do-able by persons ade-
quately gifted. Now, that which seems to take place when
a photographic image is produced on a sensitive plate with-
out the aid of a camera is anal‘ogous bo the precipitation of
writing. Only the thing preclpltate-(l 1s not visible matter,
but a chemical influence. The whole idea is extremely subtle,
but there is the accomplished result lying before me, and the
solution I have suggested seems the only one available if we
want to do something more than gape at it as an inexplicable

wonder.
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THE ‘REFEREE’ TEST SEANCES.

As our readers are aware, in consequence of a challenge
which appeared in the columns of the * Referee,’ a committes
was formed for the purpose of testing the allegation ofa
gentleman, who described himself as ‘A searcher after truth
that the phenomena of materialisation could be produced
under test conditions. The committee consisted of Pro-
fessor John Atkinson, the Hon. E. Feilding, Mr, W. W,
Baggally, Mr. Ernest Stollery, and ‘ Merlin,’ the last-named
gentleman as representative of the ‘Referee” The services
of a lady medium were secured and though her name has
not been published, it is an open secreb amongst those who
have taken an interest in the matter. With this mediuma
series of séances have been held in the presence of  selected
circle, while the committee acted, it appears, in the capacity
of observers and directors of the proceedings; and the
result was published in the last issue of the ‘Referes’ Of
the report, which was drawn up by ‘Merlin’ and subscribed
by the committee, the salient features will appear from the
following extracts :—

“The first sitting was held on the evening of the first of
this current month of August. The medium was carefully
searched by a committee of ladies, and afterwards carefully
secured within the cabinet. The members of the circle were
also searched, and, like the medium, were provided with
special garments for the occasion. They were lightly but
firmly secured to the chairs in which they sat, and were
fastened to cach other wrist to wrist. Al hghts were
extinguished with the exception of a small lamp, such a
is used by photographers in the developing room. This gave
a faint ruby-tinted light by which it was possible with no
difficulty to distinguish a near neighbour. The eyes became
accustomed to it in a little while, and auny pronounced
movement must have been easily detected. Soft music was
played throughout the séance.

‘It became instantly evident that the medium was
engaged in testing the fastenings which secured ber A
furtive creaking of wood and leather and a rattling of pad-
locks was audible from the beginning. The sitter in her
natural voice complained of the noise which followed her
slightest movement from the rasping of the padlocks which
secured her. Deep suppressed breathings appeared to
indicate that considerable force was being exerted in her
examination of the fastenings. The accuracy of this suppo-
sition was established later on by an examination of the
sleeves provided for the medium, and of the interior of the
cabinet. The sleeves, which had been closely laced, were
strained, so as to be open by about a third of an inch, and
the oaken uprights to which the straps fastening the arms
of the mediam had been secured yielded about an inch from
the perpendicular. Except that certain rappings wereheard
which were seouted by t]he members of tfxe circle ag being
“unintelligent,” nothing further was observed. It was
remarked by members of the cirele that the rapport between
themselves and the medium was not yeb complete, and
better results were prophesied for the next sitting. There
were present on this first occasion four members of the
committee only—the Hon. Everard Feilding, Mr. W. W.
Baggally, Mr. Ernest Stollery, and myself. An alteration o
the date appointed for the séance was answerable for the
absence of Professor Johu Atkinson, our fifth member,

‘The second sitting was held on the Gth inst, in the
presence of the same four investigators, and on this occasion
wo were favoured with a manifestation of some interesk
The furtive tuggings and rattlings which had been observ
at the first séance werc noticeable at the second, bub aban
instant, separately noticed by three members of the con-
mittee, there ensued an interval of almost complete silentt
which was followed by a sound as of the rubbing of eoth
u{)on wood. This fact is of importance in view of fe
phenomenon to which our attention was shortly afterwards
called, and it is our belief that the sound was caused by e
medium’s effort to force towards her elbow the sleeve whic
confined her arm in ovder that her wrist might heve
greater freedom. A faint click, very much the sound which
would be produced by the closing of a pair of scissors ¥&
heard soon afterwards. This was followed by a screai O
alarm from the medium—an ejaculated “Oh!” The sitter
called to us to ask if any member of the circle or the 001}111'
mittee had left his or her seat, and being assured_iolt]e
contrary, declared that some person was present Wlfh‘,e‘f
in the cabinet ; that a large and heavy hand was pressiis
upon her head, and that some harsh object was being pﬂrlé’d
fully pressed upon the scalp.  One of the committee et
the cabinet and reported that a padlock had been remove
from its ariginal place near the right elbow of the medll}ﬂ;z
and had been found attached to her hair by a long bortos
shell hairpin.
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¢ A light was at once provided at the medinm’s request,
and the phenomenon was examined. The padlock was found
to be hanging loose from the tortoiseshell hairpin. The
force—whatever it may have been—which had been able to
unlock it had not succeeded in locking it again. The lamp
was extinguished, and a little later we were informed by the
medium that a number of faint lights were playing about
her lap. At the close of the sitting it was discovered that
the two ends of the ribbons with which her sleeves were tied
near the shoulder had been drawn from the loose Joop in
which they were each arranged and were fastened together
in o number of knots. On examination it was discovered
that the medium could reach her hair without difficulty, and
in the presence of the committee she removed and replaced
the hairpin. The padlock proved to be defective, and it was
practically demonstrated that it could be opened with the
point of a scarfpin, It was within reach of the medinm’s
right hand, although, in my own personal opinion, it would
have implied a considerable physical ingenuity to get at it
without the aid of the long hairpin. With its assistance it
was an easy and obvious matter, and no doubt was left in
the mind of the committec as to the purely normal character
of the “manifestation.” The tying OF the knots was a matter
so merely infantile that 1t would scarcely have beguiled
a baby. The medium’s hands could not actually meet,
but a mere bending of the body brought the loose ends
of the ribbons easily within their reach, and it was shown
that by tossing one end across the other and repeating
that simple operation a knot could be formed with perfect

ase.

¢ At the third séance, held on the 9th inst., in the presence
of the full committee, no manifestations of any kind were
secured. The only note I found occasion to take that even-
ing was comprised in the letters “N.P.—N.P.,” which I used
to indicate “ New Padlocks—No Phenomena.” The new
padlocks were of the kind used by bicyclists, and were care-
fully sealed at either end. No loose ends of ribbons were
left for spirit hands to play with, and the medimm’s haiv-
pins were removed. The committee must accept the re-
sponsibility for having left it open to the medium to play
tﬁe two recorded tricks upon thetr supposed credulity.

‘On_the following Friday a meeting was arranged be-
tween the leader of the circle and the committee, and it was
suggested in behalf of the circle that the test conditions
should be revised, and that the medium should he allowed to
sit under such conditions as those in which she had secured
her manifestations in the séances held in Paris last year, and
recorded in the pages of “La Revue Spirite” of August and
September last.  The proposal was accepted, after some dis-
cussion, on the understanding that the committec accepted
no responsibility, and that the test was regarded as being
abandoned. At the fourth séance, however, the medium
repudiated  this arrangement, and demanded that all
the original conditions should be imposed. Her desire was,
of course, complied with, and the committee resumed its
funetion.” On this occasion, after the now customary strug-
glings and suppressed pantings, a slight but clearly audible
metallic sound was heard, and the medium ohserved that
“one of our tin-tacks” had given way. She assured us
repeatedly of a cold air which blew upon her left hand, and
was careful to emphasise the locality. At the close of the
sitting it was found that her wedding ring with its accom-
])anying keeper had fallen to the floor. There could not
have been the slightest difficulty in removing them from hey
finger by drawing them along the edge of the chair-ar on
which her hand rested. A second phenomenon was vevealed
n the fact that the tape which had heen used to knot up
the sitter’s hair had been removed and had been tied apon
the lower strap which secured her left wrist. Thestrap was
within easy reach of her fingers, and at the close of the
scance one of the committee tied a precisely similar knot
upon the strap, using one hand only, in the space of certainly
not more than thirty seconds.

At the fifth sitting, to put an end to these trivial and
vexatious pretences, the arms of the medium were encased
in tubes o kamptulicon, each closed at one end with a sort
of drum-head of silk, which made it impossible for her to
make any play with her fingers. No phenomena of any
kind, except for a loud and vigorous knocking within the
cabinet, were observed. The medium after sitting fruitlessly
for three-quarters of an hour pleaded faintness, and the
stance came to an end. In view of the disappointing
chavacter of the results so far obtained, an informal meeting
of the circle and she committee was held, and it was decided
that the investigators and the assistants of the medium
should, at the final sitting, form a single circle. This was
one, and the results were nil.  The medium had apparently
decided to attempt no further investigation of the bonds by
which she was secured. Theve was_entire lethargy within
the cahinet, and an animated friendly conversation outside
It. From the moment at which thé medium’s hands were

Gllcas(fid in the kamptulicon tubes all manifestations
ceased,
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‘ Here my duty as historian ends, but T append the official
verdict of the committee :—
¢“We, the undersigned, having read the foregoing narva-
tive of the proceedingsunder our investigation, certify that
it is a true summary of the facts observed. We are of
opinion that the medium has completely failed to sub-
stantiate her claim to the power to produce supernormal
phenomena, and that the few trivial occurrences recorded,
which were ropresented by her as being of spirit origin, were
deliberately produced by her, and by her only.
““(Signed)
I. FEILDING,
W. W. BaceaLry,
ErNesT SToLLERY (Chairman).”

¢ Professor Atkinson was prevented from attending the
final séance by being called upon to attend to a rather serious
accident. His signaturve is therefore missing. My own
report having been accepted and signed by the committee,
it is, of course, unnecessary for me to append my signature
to it. It would be unjust to close the report without an
acknowledgment of the entire good faith displayed by every
member of the circle. All the conditions suggested to them
were most cheerfully complied with, and almost to the last
their belief in the medium induced them to hope for some
genuine manifestation of supernormal power.’

The result of these sitlings has in no way disappointed
us, but on the other hand has confirmed the doubt which we
expressed in ‘Licat’ of May 25th as to the wisdom of
‘challenges of this kind.” All experienced and thoughtful
Spiritualists know well that phenomena cannot be produced
to order, and it 1s, to say the least, a lamentable piece of
folly to make any sort of pretensions to the contrary. The
failure in this case, thercfore, does not in any way greatly
concern us, because proofs of Spiritualism are attainable by
any earnest seeker by more private and prudent methods.
Whether the medium, as suggested by the committes, was
herself, consciously or unconsciously, attempting to impose
upon them we have no means of judging. In this they may
possibly have been mistaken ; but, apart from that matter,
the report strikes us as drawn up with studied fairness and
moderation, and we are strongly inclined to think that,
with no bester evidence than they received, we ourselves
should have been, to this day, just as sceptical as they.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE: WHAT A ‘PUNDITA’ SAYS OF IT.

The ‘Sunfllower, July 15th, reports that ‘Pundita
Ramabia reached New York a few days ago, and havin
heen told of the astonishing progress of a new cult calleg
Christian Science, she said : “The same philosophy has been
taught among my people for 4,000 years. It has wreeked
millions of lives and caused immeasurable suffering and
sorrow in my land, for it is based on selfishness and knows
no sympathy or compassion. It means just this: The
phi]osoplhy of nothingness. You are to view the whole
universe as nothing but falsechood ; you are to think
it does not exist ; you do not exist ; I do not exist ; the birds
and beasts that you see do not exist. When yourealise that
you have no personality whatever, then you have attained
the highest perfection of what is called ‘Yoga,” and that
gives you liberation, and you are liberated from your body,
and you become like him without any personality. You
draw on the blackboard a zero, you add a_zero, multiply by
zovo, divide by zero, and it equals zevo. It is just like that,
nothing more.”’

Tur Divininag Ron.—The divining rod of the ‘dowser’
or water-finder,is reported to have achieved another success.
After a leading firm of artesian-well borers had gone down
some 300ft. in a vain effort to find water at the Kingsdown
Institution, situated several hundred feet above Box Valley,
in Wiltshire, Messvs. Mullins, of Colerne, the water-finders,
were appealed to as a last resort. They agreed to try on the
‘no result no pay’system. Hazel twig in hand, they walked
over the grounds, and pitched on a spot rather more elevated
than the disused boring. Here they sank a well 5ft. in
diameter, and at a depth of 110ft. tapped a copious supply
of water, thus solving a very pressing problem for the
Institution. The ‘dowsers’ assert their singular gift to be
purely a natural one, not always descending from parent to
child. For themselves they profess to be quite unable to
account for its possession or manifestation. In Wiltshire—
the home of the divining rod—faith is firm in the magic
wand and its wielders, but no one pretends to be able to
explain the phenomenon.—‘ Daily Express.’
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

The Editor is not responsible for opinions cxpressed by correspondents
and sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for the purpose
of presenting views that may elicit discussion.

Reincarnation.

R1r,—TI wish your readers would kindly recur to Mrs.
Britten’s ‘ Nineteenth Century Miracles,’ and read about the
origin of reincarnation (from p. 46), and about the institu-
tion of the ‘Theosophical Suciety’ (from p. 296); then they
would understand me a little better.

I should never think of attacking ThCOSO]])hy, as my
knowledge about it is by far too limited. Ihaveheard many
fine lectures about it, and things which sounded heautiful,
but nothing in them newer or more elevated than what is
contained in the Bible. Moreover, the name of ‘Theoso]phy’
is, I think, not quite the right designation, as it has nothing
at all to do with the old Christian mysticism of that name;
and T was confirmed in this impression when, at the latest
of the above-named lectures, I heard that there are many
Gods, a God for every planetary system. Then I felt quite
out. of my depth, anc{) candidly told this to the amiable
and most honoured circle in which the lectures took place.

I do not attack anything, but I have felt as if I ought
to express my concern about the excessive importance
which many Spiritualists attach to the question of rve-
incarnation, gradually excluding all the beautiful truths
which come to us through conscientiously conducted tests.
I fear that many of those who are naturally addicted to
fleshly tastes will recur to their fleshly tastesif they feel sure
of other chances for spiritual growth to be afforded them by
new incarnations, &e.

Anyone who has been at a blessed spiritualist séance, with
its purity, calmness, and feeling of clevation, will know that
it is the beginning of a new life. To lose this in unceasing
discussions about our many incarnations before and after
this earthly life is certainly a pity.

Lxcuse the imperfection of theseclines, which are my last
on this question.

MapaAME DE CHRISTMAS- DIRCKINCK FOLMFELD.

Valby, Denmark.

Sir,—Permit me to compliment your correspondent, A.
E. Major, upon the adroit way in which he avoids the ques-
tions that I addressed to him in ‘Licur’ of August 10th.
I asked him to kindly tell me what Luowledye he possessed,
what facts he could cite, what evidence he could offer in
support of the assertion that one thousand or one thousand
five hundred years must elapse between each incarnation
for the ‘ovdinary good and holy person.” To these pointed
questions he, in effect, replies that he merely stated ‘the
teachings of the theosophic school” Am I, then, to under-
stand that he does not possess any lnowledge and cannot
cite any facts that will prove what he atirmed ? or am I to
understand that he stated ‘teachings’which are unsup-
ported by evidence? In ‘Licur,’ p. 369, he said that the
question to be answered was, ‘Is the teaching true?’ That
is just what I, too, wish to ascertain. I have heard of people
who claim to be reincarnations of Joan of Arc and Mary
Queen of Scots, and of other persons of still more recent
time, I have also met with expositors of the doctrine of
reincarnation, or re-embodiment, who differ materially in
their assertions both as to the reasons for return and the
length of time between the sojourns here, and I am anxious
to know the facts, if facts there are, that will settle the
points regarding which the teackers difter.

* ADMIRER.

The ‘Referee’ Séances.

Sir,—I have received many letters from persons all
Jabouring under the impression that I am the lady
medium who has been engaged in giving a series of ‘test
séances’ as the result of Mr. Maskelyne’s challenge in the
‘Referee. I shall be truly grateful if you will permit me
through ‘Licur’ to disclaim all and any connection with
the aftair.

1 have been a Spiritualist the whole of my life, and my
work and experience during the last thirty years have given
me actual and pesitive proof that neither newspaper con-
troversies, public discussions, nor quasi-scientific experi-
ments, :mdl such like spurts, have ever had any lasting
effect, or done any good. I know that when a person is
anxious to believe and adopt the truths and teachings of
spirits and Spiritism, he does not start by issuing bom-
bastic challenges never meant to be acted upon or kept by
himself; he seeks and always finds. )

Personally I am so far removed from being the lady
medium engaged in giving her services for these séances
that I am actually opposed to them, and am most anxious Lo
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express publicly my entire absence of any conneetion what
- with them.

eveily husband has written several letters to the ‘ Referee’

and probably this may be the reason for my being credited

as the lady medium now on trial. )

1 do not believe any good results will acerue to the caus
as a result of the present experiments, and T am more thp
sorry to think that any honest medium should be inducad
to sabmit, or her spirit friends to allow, her or themselves ty
undergo trials, suspicion, and future calumny for the sake of
convincing a set of persons who no more wish in their hearts
to be convinced than the man in the moon.

I have had as much experience as most mediums, and
the result is that I know that those who need and are it and
ready for the great truth will find <¢; not through such
means as public discussion or semi-scientific experiments,
but by earnest and persistent seeking, often in the most
unexpected places. )

Scientific researchers, public conjurers, and sporting
journalists are not looking for a great and grand truth but
for objects for practice and experiment ; something to
imitate and exploit, and for interesting copy. None of then
will get it out of

Bessie RusseLL-Davigs,

Arundel House,

Balham Park-road, S.W.
August 16th, 1901.

Automatic Writing.

Sir,—I would advise Mr. John Nuton, in his practice of
automatic writing, to speak to the spirit friends gently bt
firmly, and say that unless reliable information is given be
will not continue the sittings. He must not be grieved or
dismayed, as sometimes another spirit may personate his
friend. Time and patience will set this all l‘igﬁt.

K.T.R

SOCIETY WORK.

SournALL—1, MILTON-VILLAS, FEATHERSTONE-R0AD~O2
Sunday last Mr. Millard spoke upon ‘Our Presence Hereand
Therve’in a very excellent manner. A hearty invitation i
extended to all who arc interested in Spiritualism to attend
these meetings.—E. B.

GROVE-LANE PsvcHoLocICAL INSTITUTE, 36, VicARicE
roAD, CaMBerwELL, S.E.—On Sunday last Mr. Adams
delivered an able address, and Mrs. Miller gave successful
psychometry. No meecting on Sunday next. On Thursdsy,
at 8 pan,, public circle.—S. OSBORNE.

SHEPHERD'S BUSH SPIRITUALIST SOCIETY, 73, BECKIOW-
roAD, W.—On Sunday last Mr. J. H, Smith, from Waltha
Abbey, gave a short address on “ Be not deceived, God isnot
mocked ; whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap
Discussion followed. Mrs. Vaughan presided at the pisac
Very full meeting. Large after-circle. Meeting on Sundsy
next at 6.30 p.m.—C.

HACKNEY SocIETY or SPpIRITUALISTS, MaNor Rooxs
KENMURE-ROAD, M ARE-STREET, N.E.—On Sunday last, follo¥-
ing a reading by the vice—president, an earnest address was
given by Mr. W. Ronald Brailey upon ‘ Peace, perfeot peace
Whilst replying to written questions, Mr. Brailey gave sone
valuable advice, and clairvoyantly deseribed several spint
people, who, with one or two exceptions, were mcuﬁn .
On Sll{m(la.y next Mr. D.J. Davis will deliver an address

Crurcnt or Tuk SrIrIT, SuRREY Masonic Hamy, Cax
BERWELL NEW-RoAD, S.E.—~On Sunday last the morning
th]ic circle was well attended. At the evening §eW’°eH ]r.

. K. Long gave an eloquent address upon The 0};
Ghost,” being the third of an interesting series upon !
subject.  Many new and striking truths were enuncisi®
and an earnest invitation to question and discusst e‘P“’g
given from the platform, an% an op )m‘tur_nt?' for doing >
will be afforded at the morning puLlic circle ab 1115 or
Sunday next ; at 3 p.m.,, children’s school : at 630 pm, =&
W. E. Long. —Cor. ,

Sourtn LonpoN Srirrruarist MIssION, QUEENSCE:;’
1, QUEENS-R0AD, PEcknaM.—On Sunday last Mrs. : from,
who received a hearty welcome, dealt with as’ub]eﬁ "
the audience, ‘The Iirst Step After Death,’ an gizns
psychometric readings successfully. Lighty-three p il
remained at the after-circle, when Mrs, Carter, “ft'?rl g&were
fourteen clairvoyant descriptions, twelve of _wlucll.mw.
recognised, answered questions in an instructlvé m{;“ the
On Sunday next, at 7 p.m., service as usual; o s%jis.:ﬁw
hon. seeretary will explain the plan of work of the powr
On Sunday, September ist, at 3 p.m., an open-air 2&
will be held on Peckham-rye; and at 7 p.m. the ?]eAda.
dedication of the Mission will be performed by l'\Ir. R
of Battersen, ‘Licut’ always on sale.—VERAX. ‘
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