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NOTES BY THE WAY.

The second volume of the ‘Encyclopzdia Biblica’
(London : Adam and Charles Black) brings us face to face
with many urgent topics of the day, and topics especially
interesting to us. That Canon Cheyne and Dr. J. S. Black
sre the editors will suffice for the seekers after the truth
who want thoroughness. And there is thoroughness enough
in this mighty volume,—and far more than some very good
people will like ; as, for instance, in the case of the arousing
article on The Gospels, or the ecol but grave admissions and
suggestions usually discoverable at eritical moments. In
wveral instances, however, there is a lack of strenuous
grip. In this sense, the article on Ezekiel is inadequate.
A knowledge of ancient and modern Spiritualism would
Bave given the writer the key : and, for want of it, the
aticle is lifeless. The article on ¢ Eschatology,” by Pro-
fessor Charles, is more like-an exhaustive Essay than an
artiele. It deals at length with the Old Testament and the
Yew, and with Apocryphal and Apocalyptic writers, in a
workmanlike fashion, and has an Index all to itself, with
eate references to its 104 sections. Professor Charles sums
w in favour of varying but fairly definite traces of belief
in Immortality, in the Old Testament :—a long disputed
point.

Bat in these pages we cannot venture to discuss this
snpendous volume— stupendous, not only on aceount of its
1340 closely printed columns but also on account of its
bighly contentions and vital subjects. The scholars respon-
sible for it are amongst the foremost men of their day in
Inowledge, and we know of none who would be likely to
surpass them in honesty and courage.

A E Webb, in ‘ The Theosophist,’ grapples with an
wgent question, the relation of Socialism to the ideals as
st forth by Theosophy. We find in his Essay much that
“zars mpon other subjects. Socialism and Theosophy are
ot incompatible, as Mr. Webb seems to think. Neither
ar: Socialism and Spiritualism incompatible, as our Dr. A.
R Wallice shows. The fact is that everything turns upon
s mutive or the ideal which impels. There is a Socialism
which is of the earth earthy, and there is a Socialism which
i of the heavens heavenly. But there are true notes of
music in the following :—

I will conclude by pewitively affirming that no amount of

kegislative tinkering to cope with the evils of society. even

sgh we assume that that legislation is prompted by
motives for human good alone, ecan make much impression
where materialism is rampant and rever:nce mere pretence
~ia short, in my opinion, we are presented with the pathetic
m-ldeuf humanity in the form of Democracy trying to

God that He can be dispensed with, and a

parently
Ged componedly waiting to see how long it will taEe man to

awaken from his sad delusion. Of his own choice he refuses

the gifts of heaven, and like a cheerful idiot he goes on his

way dividing his time twixt cursing and rejoicing ; at the

same time Theasophisty, if they diligently study their philo-
sophy, and carefully think, can see that all this is as
necessary as it may seem deplorable ; its imperious injune-
tion being to those who thus see and understand, to struggle
to assist wherever they can give assistance in the ordinary
way, and to make the greatest possible use of their time in
fitting themselves to become, as is specially laid down, true
helpers of humanity when the whole of the energy they put
into the work will be effective and not be lost through the

misdirection of ignorance.

¢ As necessary as it may seem deplorable’ :—that is
true. Man is being created, and the process involves
discipline, stumbling and experience. So long as Spirit-
ualism, or something equivalent, keeps bhefore him the
ultimate Ideal, he will see or feel the influence of the geal
towards which he is tending.

A Lecture, in ‘The Independent Thinker,’ on ‘The
Eternal 1 AM,” by Mr. Henry Frank, is worth more than
the passing notice we can bestow upon it. Respecting the
use of the phrase ‘T AM.’ in the Old Testament, Mr. Frank
says :—

Weread in the Old Testament that when the chosen leader
of the Jews confronted Jehovah in the burning hush he was
told that the God who revealed himself was to be known as

the I AM. ‘Thou shalt say unto the children of Israel,
I AM hath sent me unto you.

This statement runs through various passages of the Old
Testament, seemingly with no more meaning than that ‘I
can give you no possible interpretation of myself that woald
appeal to the limited capacity of the human mind ; there-
fore, I can only say that I am that I am, because you cannot

understand what [ am.’

But Jesus is reported as adopting the phrase, as appli-
cable to himself :—as identifying himself with the <1 AM’
of the Old Testament. No, says Mr. Frank; rather as
identifring himself with the human race; and the large
sentiment he expressed was prophetic of ifs possibilities
and achievements. If so, and if he was right, man also isa
profound mystery who can be neither defined nor bounded;
and each unit is 3 separate product of the universal
power. And vet, even as regarded in that way, man is not
separate. He is but an expression of the boundless, the
invisible, the eternal. *‘The Individual is the Universal,
and the Universal is expressed in the Individual’ *There
is nothing separate or discrete; nothing which stands
alone ; no unit in fact separable from the infinite unit*:—

Hence the human Soul attains its constant poise as it
realises it> own reflection of the permanence of the universal
ennsciousness. It beenmes eternal as it realises that its own
transitoriness is lost in the permanence of universal Bet
If the Soul is but expression, that which is thrv
{)he yl;ul is ine:pm:li]gle in r:l‘:n emire}t;’(yn;e hmboul reveals

ut glimpses of it, according as t es enlarge
and become sustainerd, does the Soul expufi ax?t‘l‘a a
more g.eerfect and constant reflection of permanent Being. 1f
once the Soul can but lose itself in the consciousnes. of this
Universal Reality. it discerns the triumph of its mission and
has learned the meaning of eternal Life.

In this way it can be sufficiently understood how an
enlightened soul may describe itseli as ‘1 AM. and from
the beginning.
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NOTES BY THE WAY.,

The second volume of the ‘Encyclopadia Biblica’
(London: Adam and Charles Black) brings us face to face
with many urgent topics of the day, and topics especially
interesting to us. That Canon Cheyne and Dr. J. 8. Black
are the editors will suffice for the seekers after the truth
who want thoroughness. And there is thoroughness enough
in this mighty volume,—and far more than some very good
people will like ; as, for instance, in the case of the arousing
article on The Gospels, or the cool but grave admissions and
‘suggestions usually discoverable at critical moments. In
several instances, however, there is a lack of strenuous
grip. In this sense, the article on Ezekiel is inadequate.
A knowledge of ancient and modern Spiritualism would
bave given the writer the key : and, for want of it, the
article is lifeless. The article on ¢ Eschatology,” by Pro-
fessor Charles, is more like an exhaustive Essay than an
article. It deals at length with the Old Testament and the
New, and with Apocryphal and Apocalyptic writers, in a
workmanlike fashion, and has an Index all to itself, with
cute references to its 104 sections. Professor Charles sums
up in favour of varying but fairly definite traces of belief
in Immortality, in the Old Testament :—a long disputed
point.

But in these pages we cannot venture to discuss this
stupendous volume— stupendous, not only on account of its
1540 elosely printed columns but also on account of its
highly contentious and vital subjects. The scholars respon-
gible for it are amongst the foremost men of their day in
knowledge, and we know of none who would he likely to
surpass them in honesty and courage.

A. E. Webb, in ‘The Theosophist,” grapples with an
urgent question, the relation of Socialism to the ideals as
set forth by Theosophy. We find in his Essay much that
bears upon other subjects. Socialism and Theosophy are
not incompatible, as Mr. Webb scems to think. Neither
are Socialism and Spiritualism incompatible, as our Dr. A,
R. Wallace shows, The fact is that everything turns upon
the motive or the ideal which impels. There is a Socialism
?Vhlch is of the carth earthy, and there is a Socialism which
18 of the heavens heavenly. But theve are true notes of
music in the following : —

T will conclude by positively aflirming that no amount of
legislative tinkering to cope with the evils of society, even
"ho‘!gh we assume that t)hat legislation ‘is prompted by
motives for human good alone, can make much impression
where materialism is rampant and reversnce mere pretence
—in short, in my opinion, we are presented with the pathetic
Sgectac]e of humanity in the form of Democracy trying to
show God that He can be dispensed with, and a{\)purem;ly
God composedly waiting to see how long it will take man to

awaken from his sad delusion. Of his own choice he refuses
the gifts of heaven, and like a cheerful idiot he goes on his
way dividing his time ‘twixt cursing and rejoicing ; at the
same time Theosophists, if they diligently study their philo-
sophy, and carefully think, can see that all this is as
necessary as it may seem deplorable ; its imperious injunc-
tion being to those who thus see and understand, to struggle
to assist wherever they can give assistance in the ordinary
way, and to make the greatest possible use of their time in
fitting themselves to become, as is specially laid down, true
helpers of humanity when the whole of the energy they put
into the work will be effective and not be lost through the
misdirection of ignorance.

“As necessary as it may seem deplorable’ :—that is
true.  Man is being created, and the process involves
discipline, stumbling and experience. So long as Spirit-
ualism, or something equivalent, keeps before him the
ultimate Ideal, he will see or feel the influence of the goal
towards which he is tending.

A Lecture, in ¢The Independent Thinker,” on ¢The
Eternal I AM,” by Mr. Henry Frank, is worth more than
the passing notice we can bestow upon it. Respecting the
use of the phrase ‘I AM,’ in the Old Testament, Mr. Frank
says i —

We read in the Old Testament that when the chosen leader
of the Jews confronted Jehovah in the burning bush he was
told that the God who revealed himself was to be known as
the I AM. ‘Thou shalt say unto the children of Israel,
I AM hath sent me unto you.

This statement runs through various passages of the Old
Testament, seemingly with no more meaning than that I
can give you no possible interpretation of myself that would
appeal to the limited capacity of the human mind ; there-
fore, 1 can only say that I am that I am, because you cannot
understand what I am.’

But Jesus is veported as adopting the phrase, as appli-
cable to himsolf :—as identifying himself with the *T AM’
of the Old Testament. No, says Mr, Frank ; rather as
identifying himself with the human race; and the large
sentiment he expressed was prophetic of ##s possibilities
and achievements. If so, and if he was right, man also is a
profound mystery who can he neither defined nor bounded ;
and each unit is a separate product of the universal
power. And yet, even as regarded in that way, man is not
separate. He is but an expression of the boundless, the
invisible, the eternal. “The Individual is the Universal,
and the Universal is expressed in the Individual” < There
is nothing separate or discrete; nothing which stands
alonc ; no unit in fact separable from the infinite unit’ .——

Hence the human Soul attains its constant poise as it
realises its own reflection of the permanence of the universal
consciousness. Tt hecomes eternal as it realises that its own
transitoriness is lost in the permanence of universal Being,
If the Soul is but expression, that which is expressed through
the Soul is inexpressible in its entirety. The Soul revenly
but glimpses of it, and according as those glimpses enlarge
and become sustained, does the Soul expand and become
more pevfoct and constant reflection of permanent Being. If
once the Soul can but lose itself in the conseiousness of this
Universal Reality, it discerns the triumph of its mission and
has learned the meaning of eternal life.

In this way it can he sufficiently understood how ap
enlightened soul may describe itself as ‘T AM,’ and from
the Dbeginning.
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We observe that Palmists and Astrologers are fond of
quoting the Bible, but we also observe that what they quote
is usually tortured out of all reason in order to make it
suit their purpose. Here, for instance, is the really respect-
able * Modern Astrology’ with the following :—

The following Biblical phrases are very significant of
astrological meaning :—

‘The heavens (stars, planets, &ec.) declare the glory of
God.” ‘There is no speech or language where therr voice is
not heard” “In them (the signs and planets ?) hath he set a
tabernacle for the sun.’ ‘Their line (of destiny ) has gone
out through all the earth.

The obvious meaning of this beantiful Psalm (xix.) is
that God’s glory is revealed, and that His praise is sung,
by the overbending sky, whose bright orbs, though they
speak not, yet, by their beauty, sing His praise, and whose
movements, like some stately march of music, proclaim His
glory throughout the world. The attempt to foist in ‘of
destiny ’ is singularly weak. The word ‘line’ is not a good
translation. The original word very well suggests the
sense of a musical movement, answering to our well-known
phrase, ‘ the music of the spheres.’

We have received ‘A new morning service for the
Young,” by Ernest Betham (no publisher’s name). It is, at
all events, original in idea and fresh in treatment, but the
young people it would match would be very unusual young
people indeed ; nice and thoughtful, but oh, so mature and
superior! But even so, there is a tone in it we like.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, .LTD.

A meeting of the Members and Associates of the London
Spiritualist Alliance will be held in the French Room, St.
James’s Hall, Piccadilly, on Friday evening, March 20th,
when

MR. J. BRUCE WALLACE

Will give an Address on

‘Spiritual Causes and Material Effects.

The doors will be opened at 7 p.m., and the Address will
be commenced punctually at 7.30 p.m.

BEYOND,

1.
Only the fittest shall survive! If we
To life beyond the grave fit that decree,
Shall they be whelmed beneath Oblivion’s tide
Who love me more than all the world beside ?
My noble hound, my ever-willing steed,
Wﬁo count my least caress their dearest meed ?

2,
Friend after friend may lukewarm grow or cold,
Yet they shall pass the gates of pearl and gold ;
QOne proves a foe, another’s friendship dies,
Yet they shall live the life beyond the skies !
Whilst horse and hound, both faithful until death,
Shall cease to be with their expiring breath !

3
Can this be so ¢ Shall He whose name is ‘ Love’
Deny our loving friends a home above,
Whose life below is oft an earthly hell,
Who suffer more than any tongue can tell !
Nay, He who orders all things for the best,
In Paradise will surely give them rest.

F. B. DoveroN (IN THE * WESTMINSTER GAZETTE.")

CHARLES KINGSLEY To LORD ——, oN THE DEaTH oF His
Wire (JuLy 127H, 1857).—' But believe that those who are
one are neaver us than ever; and that if (as I surely
%elieve) they do sorrow over the mishaps and misdeeds
of those whom they leave behind, they do not sorrow in
vain. Their sympathy is a further education for them, and
a pledge, too, o help—I believe of final deliverance—
for those on whom they look down in love’—From °Charles
Kingsley’s Letters,’ &c., p. 204,

LIGHT.

[March 18, 1901,

PROPOSED PSYCHO-MAGNETIC SOCIETY,

By MRrs. J. STANNARD.

(Continued from page 111.)

From what T have seen and experienced in the art of
magnetic healing, the nearest approach we get here to the
French schools is through the mediumistic workers in our
midst—those who, under control or inspiration, instinctively
know how to make the magnetic passes and apply friction
but these people, through acting from a purely spiritualistic
standpoint, and singly, without any sort of mutual co-opera
tion, have frequently become lost or discredited to the out
side world, whereas a little solidarity in aim and work migh
have started the first outlines of a magnetic association
There seems to me no reason, if a practical society come:
into being for the study of all these curative methods, why
one or two healers could not be engaged to attend a
different times in the week and develop the magnetic section
The society would naturally have to be managed on |
practical business basis, so that notes and observations o
experiences obtained in the various groups of though
would form valuable data for all future work. The exponent
of mental and psychical schools would, of course, trea
patients in their own way; and here I do not propose t
offer any suggestion, as I have no practical knowledge
these forms of work. To me the magnetic science is so ric
in interest and scope that the varied opinions and theori
put forward by the numerous ethical schools often becox
too mixed to enable those who prefer more exact metho
to come to satisfactory conclusions, and this gives rise 1
arbitrary or dogmatic assertions. An operator attached
one of the groups of ethical or metaphysical thought, wi
as a rule only apply his knowledge in strict accordance wi
the regulations laid down by his particular school or syster
and this might possibly restrict his field of usefulne:
A disinclination to act independently of what has be
declared best, according to certain teachings, postulat
laws and modes of action, incapable of any sort of exs
demonstration. One healer has, perhaps, been taught
work on certain lines of method to which another from
different school might object most strongly, with the res
of hair-splitting and involved theories. These are some
the possible objections to be met with when ethical
creedal tendencies influence so eelectic a branch of wo
for if there is one phase of thought which requires m
breadth of view, toleration, and common-sense than anoth
it is that one which studies the curative sciences and th
practical application. It seems to me rash in the extre
to hastily adopt these various forms or methods styled divi
faith, spirit, or Christian, &ec., unless the individual has be
through a proper course of training and his character !
had opportunity to test its fitness to cope with such psyc
requirements, It does not follow that because I say I ar
healer on the higher spiritual planes of manifestation, Lh
the requisite power. The wish or claim by no me
guarantees the fact. Many cures on the postulated theory
spirit and faith could more properly be traced to the will
services of that Cinderella in the curative sciences, the sla
who does all the real hard ground-floor work for the
dividual, going by the name of magnetic force.

The mind healer is very often an unconscious magneti
I do not for one moment mean to imply that all phase:
mental spiritual therapeutics are useless ; far from it, f
know too well the immense field of work which can be g
through by a capable exponent. I only desire to hint f
danger lies in a superficial acceptance of postulated eth
theories in so practical a branch of work as healing thes
The less we have of doctrines or forms in expressing
main idea the better for our work. The magnetic schoc
TFrance has done what was not only wise but absolu
necessary in disassociating itself from all phases of
nounced ethies. All they ask of their assistants is hones'
character, respectability, and a real desire to learn the scl
of their calling. The healer who takes a pride in his
fession can be quite depended upon to throw his whole
into the desire to heal his sick.

Tt would be easy to give pages of intervesting matte
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P

We observe that Palmists and Astrologers are fond of
quoting the Bible, but we also observe that what they quote
is usually tortured out of all reason in order to make it
suit their purpose. Here, for instance, is the really respect-
able ‘Modern Astrology ’ with the following :—

The following Biblical phrases are very significant of
astrological meaning :—

‘The heavens (stars, planets, &c.) declare the glory of
God.” ‘There is no speech or language where their voice is
not heard.” ‘In them the signs and planets 7) hath he set a
tabernacle for the sun.’” * Their line (of destiny ?) has gone
out through all the earth.’

The obvious meaning of this beautiful Psalm (xix.) is
that God’s glory is revealed, and that His praise is sung,
by the overbending sky, whose bright orbs, though they
speak not, yet, by their beauty, sing His praise, and whose
movements, like some stately march of music, proclaim His
glory throughout the world. The attempt to foist in of
destiny ’ is singularly weak. The word ‘line’ is not a good
translation. The original word very well suggests the
sense of a musical movement, answering to our well-known
phrase, ‘ the music of the spheres.’

We have received ‘A new morning service for the
Young,” by Ernest Betham (no publisher’s name). It is, at
all events, original in idea and fresh in freatment, but the
young people it would match would be very unusual young
people indeed ; nice and thoughtful, but oh, so mature and
superior! But even so, there is a tone in it we like.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LTD.

A meeting of the Members and Associates of the London
Spiritualist Alliance will be held in the French Room, St.
James’s Hall, Piccadilly, on Friday evening, March 29th,
when '

MR. J. BRUCE WALLACE
Will give an Address on

‘Spiritual Causes and Material Effects.

The doors will be opened at 7 p.m., and the Address will
be commenced punctually at 7.30 p.m.

BEYOND.
1.

Only the fittest shall survive! If we
To life beyond the grave fit that decree,
Shall they be whelmed beneath Oblivion’s tide
Who love me more than all the world beside ?
%&; noble hound, my ever-willing steed,

o count my least caress their dearest meed ?

2.
Friend after friend may lukewarm grow or cold,
Yet they shall pass the gates of pearl and gold ;
One proves a foe, another’s friendship dies,
Yet they shall live the life beyond the skies !
Whilst horse and hound, both faithful until death,
Shall cease to be with their expiring breath !

3
Can this be so? Shall He whose name is ‘ Love’
Deny our loving friends a home above,
Whose life below is oft an earthly hell,
Who suffer more than any tongue can tell ?
Nay, He who orders all things for the best,
In Paradise will surely give them rest.

F. B. DovETON (IN THE ‘ WESTMINSTER GAZETTE.))

CuarLES KINGSLEY TO LORD -——, ON THE DEATH OF HIS
Wrre (JUuLY 12TH, 1857).—* But believe that those who are
one are nearer us than ever; and that if (as 1 surel
%elieve) they do sorrow over the mishaps and misdeeds
of those whom they leave behind, they do not sorrow in
vain. Their sympathy is a further education for them, and
a pledge, too, of help—I believe of final deliverance—
for those on whom they look down in love/—From ‘Charles

Kingsley’s Letters,” &c., p. 204,

LIGHT.

[March 16, 1901,

PROPOSED PSYCHO-MAGNETIC SOCIETY,

By Mgs. J. STANNARD,

(Continued from page 117.)

From what I have seen and experienced in the art of
magnetic healing, the nearest approach we get here to the
French schools is through the mediumistic workers in oy
midst—those who, under control or inspiration, instinctively
know how to make the magnetic passes and apply friction,
but these people, through acting from a purely spiritualistic
standpoint, and singly, without any sort of mutual co-opers.
tion, have frequently become lost or discredited to the out
side world, whereas a little solidarity in aim and work might
have started the first outlines of a magnetic association,
There seems to me no reason, if a practical society comey
into being for the study of all these curative methods, why
one or two healers could not be engaged to attend at 1

different timesin the week and develop the magnetic section,
The society would naturally have to be managed on g
practical business basis, so that notes and observations on
experiences obtained in the various groups of thought
would form valuable data for all future work. The exponenty |
of mental and psychical schools would, of course, treat
patients in their own way; and here I do not propose to
offer any suggestion, as I have no practical knowledge of |
these forms of work. To me the magnetic science is so rich
in interest and scope that the varied opinions and theories
put forward by the numerous ethical schools often become
too mixed to enable those who prefer more exact methods
to come to satisfactory conclusions, and this gives rise to ‘
arbitrary or dogmatic assertions. An operator attached to |
one of the groups of ethical or metaphysical thought, will (
as a rule only apply his knowledge in strict accordance with |
the regulations laid down by his particular school or system, (
and this might possibly restrict his field of usefulness.
A disinclination to act independently of what has been !
declared best, according to certain teachings, postulates
laws and modes of action, incapable. of any sort. of exact
demonstration. One healer hhs, perhaps, been taught to
work on certain lines of method to which another froma
different school might object most strongly, with the result
of hair-splitting and involved theories. These are some of |
the possible objections to be met with when ethical or
creedal tendencies influence so eclectic a branch of work,
for if there is one phase of thought which requires more
breadth of view, toleration, and common-sense than another,
it is that one which studies the curative sciences and their
practical application. It seems to me rash in the extreme
to hastily adopt these various forms or methods styled divine, |
faith, spirit, or Christian, &c., unless the individual has been
through a proper course of training and his character has
had opportunity to test its fitness to cope with such psyehic
requirements. It does not follow that because I say Tama
healer on the higher spiritual planes of manifestation, I have
the requisite power. The wish or claim by no means
guarantees the fact. Many cures on the postulated theory of
spirit and faith could more properly be traced to the willing
services of that Cinderella in the curative sciences, the slavey
who does all the real hard ground-floor work for the in-
dividual, going by the name of magnetic force.

The mind healer is very often an unconscious magnetiser.
I do not for one moment mean to imply that all phases of
mental spiritual therapeutics are useless’; far from it, for 1
know too well the immense field of work which can be gone
through by a capable exponent. I only desire to hint that
danger lies in a superficial acceptance of postulated ethical
theories in so practical a branch of work as healing the sick.
The less we have of doctrines or forms in expressing the
main idea the better for our work. The magnetic school of
France has done what was not only wise but absolutely
necessary in disassociating itself from all phases of pro-
nounced ethics. All they ask of their assistants is honesty of
character, respectability, and a real desire to learn the science
of their calling. ‘The healer who takes a pride in his pro-
fession can be quite depended upon to throw his whole soul
into the desire to heal his sick.

It would be easy to give pages of interesting matter on
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LIGHT.

this "“‘?jeCt of physiological magnetism, as expounded by
grent.mmdn \\fho have given their life work to the study and
practice of this science ; but I must confine myself to less
lnst.m'lcnl' facts, am.(l leave such fascinating topics for a less
businesslike occasion. I should, however, just like to make
one or two short quotations from great writers of the past
who give the result of their experiences concerning the
possible nature of this force and its workings.

To F)egin with, the old idea which considered the
magnetic current as the emission of a physical force, having
its rise as an inherent phase of the operator’s organism, has
been abandoned. Close observation soon brought thinkers
to see its workings in another light. They now universally
acknowledge that it is only one of the many modes of etheric
expression—a vibratory condition which the healer sets up
and controls. They see that certain physical and mental
conditions occasion certain manifestations or demonstrate
the presence of a force in an unmistakable manner; bhut
this radiation so far is incapable of exact scientific detection.
Many attempts to construct apparatus for this purpose have
been made, but, with the exception of Abhé Fortin’s needle,
devised nearly fiftcen years ago, none have heeen absolutely
precise enough to satisfy the materialist in science.
Fundamentally, the vibratory or dynamic principle under-
lies all these varied phases of mind and magnetic healing. 1
have hurriedly scanned through a work on the various
theories of great magnetisers to see if | could find any
observations on the subject of possible fatigue or exhaustion
resulting to the operators, but as far as I can tell now,
Lafontaine, born in 1803, is the only notable exponent who
comments on the matter. Being an exceedingly energetic—
one might say overworked—man, he realised, perhaps,
more fully than others what physical depletion meant.
He did not remain in one country or locality, as so many
meguetisers did before him, but travelled half over Europe,
coming to England once, where he became friendly with Dr.
Flliotson. Lafontaine has left an admirable record of his
work and methods, and there is little doubt that he greatly
sdiited the views of 'the medical men of his time. He gives
very decided expression to his opinions concerning the state

of sound general health a magnetic healer should be in, if he
wants to treat an average of, say, ten, twelve, or fifteen
persons a day. Of course there can be no doubt that if a
magnetiser wants to get through much work he must strictly
observe the laws of health and respect his constitution in
every way ; but there is no reason for the novice or would-
be healer to attempt anything like the amount of professional
work Lafontaine mentions. All those who desire to study
and train themselves for practical work would naturally
watch their own symptoms and not attempt more than they
could efficiently carry out. Some might find they could heal
two or three a day ; others might not be able to affect more
than that number in a week.

All is relative, and no two
would have equal powers.

Lafontaine remarks :—

*]f o magnetiser is not in good health or finds that he has
not the necessary forces at his command, if he is futlgued
or exhausted by any kind of excess,he will produce no effects
of any value, no matter how much wish or will he puts into
his work. If