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Oh, no! nothing is lost that God hath made. All will find
themselves purified by repentance, glorified by courage, and
luminous after pardon. No, none are lost. All will become
great ; all will be honoured ; all will painfully struggle up
the mountain sides to be illuminated on its summit by the

fires of divine love.

There are strong reasons for dismissing the suggestion
of collusion.

‘Ruskin Hall,” Oxford, has been founded for the purpose
of bringing some of the advantages of the University
within the reach of working men, but with no desire to
take the students away from their ‘class’ as ‘working men.’
The work is carried on by residence at Oxford, for a time,
and by correspondence. The cost of residence is 10s. a
week. Tuition and tutor’s fees, 10s. per month.

A ‘Students’ Alliance’ is being attempted, for enabling
working men to get a period of residence at Oxford. The
one now being founded at Birmingham is to serve as a
model. The following extract from a circular we have
received will indicate the lines on which the Alliance will
try to do its very hopeful work :—

The nucleus is formed by a body of ten young unmarried
men who have hitherto lived in lodgings. These, by living
together, will lessen their expenses, and part of the money
thus saved will be devoted to the library and part to the
sending, by turns, of such of their number as are able to go,
for a month at a time to Oxford. Every man will continue
at his ordinary occupation, and the other corresponding
students of the district will share the benefits of the library.
the common room, and the mutual fellowship and intellectual
intercourse by the payment of a small sum. This will vary
in the different local centres owing to variations in rent and
other expenses, but should not average more than 4d. a

week. In most centres an entrance fee of 1s. will be charged
to those making use of the library.

Are we not told that

Spirits are not finely touched
But to fine issues ?
Many have been ‘finely touched’ by John Ruskin; and
for the ‘fine issues’ we may safely look.
The Oxford correspondent is Mr. C. A. Beard, Ruskin
Hall.

This is excellent.

In ¢Commonweal,’ a new monthly published in Durban,
South Africa, we find the right spirit. May it prosper !
The following paragraph, from a beautiful little Paper on
‘Social Reform through the Children,’ by Mr. F. J. Gould,
will give an idea of the tone and aim of the Magazine : —

I say again let us-build schools, and build them in a new
spirit. Let us resolve that the whole school system shall
lead up to a self-respecting manhood and dignified citizen-
ship. Let the school training aim, first and foremost, at the
training of character. Let the children feel that self-mastery
and temperance should come before quickness of logic, or
power to add, or subtract, or measure, or buy and sell. Let
them be taught the natural reason and beauty of Truthful-
ness in act and word and profession. Let them learn that
the genuine man is kind and considerate ; that the cruel
man is but a fragment, and a sorry incompleteness. Let
them hear every day of the worth of good habits, and the
grandeur of honourable work. Let them hear the constitu-
tion of society explained ; let them know how crying are
social evils, and how sad is the need for strong men and
women to act as saviours. And they themselves are to be
the saviours. They themselves are to bring peace on earth
and goodwill among men.

‘WaaAr 18 RicHT '—We have received the first number
of a new [Enny monthly paper, ready on March 1st, entitled
‘What is Right?’ The paper agpea.rs to be of an advanced,
ethical kind, and the first number contains many interest-
ivrgvg and thoughtful articles, including one by the Rev. Chas.

are, on ‘True Conceptions of God.’ The object of the
gromoters seems to be to assist the reader to discover, and
ecide for himself, as to what is right—a very laudable
object, truly, and one which, if carried out on the admirable
lines laid down in this initial number, should be of great
benefit to many. The paﬁ)er which 18 well got up, is
published by Mr. A. W. a.lf, Hutton-street, Whitefriars-
street, London, E.C.
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS.

By ‘Moramso’ (rarouGH Mrs. M. H. WarLLs).

At the conclusion of Mrs. M. H. Wallis’ address o
‘ Psychical Susceptibility,’ reported last week, ‘Moramho,
the control whose assistance had been desired by the Presi-
dent, signified his presence, and at the President’s invitation
a number of questions were put by members of the audience,

In reply to the first question, as to the method adopted
by spirits when engaged in the process of healing through
a medium, the control said that the operating spirits pro-
ceeded either by filling the medium with their power,
making a suggestion that certain acts should be performed,
or else taking control in automatic fashion, and using the
medium for the conveyance of the magnetism ; or simply
by making the medium a sort of stand-by while they
direct their magnetism without passing it through the
instrumentality of the medium.

Sometimes (the control continued), the process of healing
is carried on from a distance, as you term it, without the
spirit operator being anywhere near (in a physical sense) to
the individual upon whom he is operating. Then it is
through the activity of the will, and passes over the lines of
spiritual connection.

In reply to a further question as to whether the process
differed in any way from mental healing or Christian Science,
the control said: ‘Yes,in so far that very frequently the power
goes from the spirit—actually goes, in a very different fashion
from that which is manifest through mental healing. But
there are occasions when it does not differ, because there is
simply the mental action upon the one to be healed.The
spiritual substance or force conveyed by the spirit operator
can only be conveyed very imperfectly by those on the
material side.’

Another question ran : ‘ What is the best means for any-
one controlled by uncongenial influences to get rid of them '
The reply was : ‘There are several ways in which benefit
can be gained, principally by the cultivation of the power of
resistance on the part of the medium, carried, if necessary,
to the extent of breaking off for the time being the
séances or the opportunities of communication. There may
be great benefit derived from the help of a powerful
magnetiser, or of a developed medium also.’

Dealing with the next inquiry, as to whether the effects
of a violent death remain with the spirit after separation
from the body, the control replied : ‘ More often than not, I
think. The result of a violent death is a dazed condition, a
feeling of only being half alive—if I may use the term—
especially on the part of those who have had little thought
of spiritual matters while they were on this side. If there
has been any particular attention devoted to spiritual
inquiry or any degree of spiritual truth attained, then there
is much less likely to be any ill effects from the sudden
transition. Sometimes such spirits have to be taken to what
may be termed the hospitals of spirit life, and nursed back
to strength spiritually, because of the sudden interference
with the conditions which were established here. But it
largely depends on the degree of spiritual development or
the activity of the spiritual nature.’

‘It is a fact,’said the speaker, replying to a question as to
the travels of the spirit during bodily sleep, ¢ that the spirit
does not require to sleep to anything like the same degree
as the body, and persons do go in sleep to the spirit side
of life and gain some degree of information regarding that
life. But as a rule there is only a very partial recollection
of what has been experienced, when the waking state on
this side is again entered. Following a little what has been
previously said to you, it seems to me that through training
or intention a degree of development could be gained in this
way, so that those who found themselves in any way able to
remember their visits to the spiritual world should
endeavour to gain a clear recollection and make record of
what they experienced.’

Taking next the case of a female mesmeric subject who
chose to yield herself wholly to the will of a mesmeriser of
the other sex, the control said that the question of danger
in such a case would depend very much upon the strength of
character possessed by the subject under normal conditions,
and also to a great extent upon the purpose or aspiration of
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the operator. Given a subject, however, who would yield
herself entirely to the will of the mesmerist, and that
mesmerist not an honourable man, there might be dire
results. On the other hand, if the mesmerist were a man of
good life, his influence might have the effect of strengthen-
ing the character and ennobling the nature of his subject.
He would not, however, advise any persons to yield them-
selves up unquestioningly to anyone, whether in the body
or out of it.

To the next question,‘What is the difference between
spirit and soul ?’ the reply was as follows :—

‘Very frequently the terms are used interchangeably.
Sometimes people use the word “soul ” as that whichis and
knows that it is. I myself prefer to use the terms “spirit,”
“soul” or spiritual body, and “material body.” But the
meaning, of course, lies in the application of the terms.
There is that which is and knows that it is. There is that
which renders possible its association with the physical body,
and there is the physical body itself.’

To the next question, ‘Is there any life beyond the
spiritual life’? the control replied : ‘I do not know of any.
I am told that apart from the spirit spheres immediately
associated with the earth, there are the celestial spheres
which are not common entirely to the inhabitants of the
earth, but are inhabited by people who once dwelt on other
planets than yours. But I should hardly, however, judge
that this was a life apart from the spirit spheres, but simply
an extension or a more sublimated coudition of them,
inhabited by those sufficiently advanced.’

¢Can those who have passed to the celestial spheres,
return to their friends on earth ?’

In the course of his reply to this question, ¢ Morambo’

said : ‘Rarely, I should judge, because, so far as I am
informed, before they can reach celestial spheres they will
have outgrown every degree of grossness which might have
been theirs through earth experience, and therefore would
have cast off everything which would serve to attract them
to the earth. But there are medium spirits just as there are
spirit mediums. I myself have often been the means
whereby certain communications have been transmitted,
and sometimes, I am told, the inhabitants of these spheres
can send their thought through one, two, three, or more
channels until it reaches someone on this side, but usually I
should judge the inhabitants of these realms will have
quite out-grown interest in this earth, and their own
friends will have entered spirit life, so that the necessity for
them to re-establish communication with the earth will
have passed away.’

The next question ran: ‘Is there any means of distin-
guishing between the ideas of the medium and those of the
spirit 7’

The control replied : ‘T do not know of any particular
standard by which you can judge, except where there is close
association with the medium, and you can get a knowledge
of his particular thoughts. The mind of the medium
generally affects the communication, more or less. The
medium is not a perfectly clear channel, that is, one whose
mind is in any degree active. There must be some difference,
but in the case of lengthened development there is generally
a developing of the mind of the medium on the lines of the
mentality of the spirit people who develop that medium.
In the case of purely automatic control you may have com-
munications almost entirely untinged with the activity of
the medium’s consciousness.’

‘I am not quite clear,’ said another inquirer, ‘regarding
the distinction to be drawn between emotion and intellect,
as operating through human beings?’ The reply was as
follows :— )

‘It is very difficult to draw a dividing line between
emotion and intellect, because man is so constituted that
one state of consciousness continually affects or impinges on
the other. A purely intellectual man is hardly to be found,
though you may find one or two who manage to keep such
strong control over the emotions as to permit the intellect
full sway. A purely emotional man is also hard to find,
because even in the most emotional there is more or less
evidence of the power of the intellect. I do not see how I
can point you to the dividing line, or how the balance can
be rightly adjusted.’
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In the course of his reply to another question,
‘ Morambo’ said that in order to judge between a true spirit
message and a message which was merely the product of
the imagination, there must be a certain amount of experi-
ence, and, moreover, to arrive at the former conclusion there
must be some evidence of spirit control.

The inquirer having explained that he was referring
especially to the case of an inventor whose ideas might be
the product of spiritual impression, the control said that if
a message was given or an invention suggested and there
was no particular claim that it was of spiritual origin, it
was not necessary to attribute it to the action of spirits.
Inventions and discoveries did not necessarily always
emanate from the spirit side of life.

Dealing next with the question of accidents or injuries
and their effects on the spirit, * Morambo ’ said that in some
cases where there was interference with the expression of
consciousness on this side there was not much interference
with the growth of the spiritual organisation. In other
instances the injured person at the death of the body had
to take up development at or near the point it was dropped
at the time of the accident. Some people whose develop-
ment had been arrested by accidents in this world were like
spiritual babes in the next. It was one of the greatest
thoughts in the spiritual philosophy that idiots, imbeciles
and the insane presented conditions that only belonged to
the earth and were outgrown on the spiritual side through
the quickening of the spiritual powers.

THE PRESIDENT then submitted a question which had
been communicated to him, as to whether animals who
have lived in this world continue to exist in the next. The
control replied, ‘ No, not in the general sense, so far as my
knowledge goes. I have devoted a certain amount of atten-
tion to this subject, and I fail to find evidence of the
continuance of the life of the special animal in the spiritual
world. I know of the existence of birds, flowers, and other
beautiful expressions in spirit life, but I do not know of the
existence of a bird there which has been a bird /ere, except
in the rare instances where the owner of a bird retains a
vivid recollection of it, and the activity of the spiritual
consciousness enables the expression to persist on the
spiritual side for a longer or shorter period. I know of
instances where, in the case of pet animals and pet birds,
there has been a retention of the elements in their associa-
tion, arresting the process of dis-association for a period on
the spiritual side of existence. But when the thought grows
less, when the remembrance diminishes, there is a gradual
dis-association of the elements, followed by their absorption
into the ocean of spiritual life.’

Considering the question whether reincarnation is
necessarily in conflict with Spiritualism, the control
said :—

‘It depends very much on the attitude of mind in regard
to the question. I cannot find that it is in unison with the
facts of Spiritualism, and can only speak in regard to what
I know. It is part of my special work to receive those who
are spiritually born, coming from your side of life to ours,
and I have received many, and have been instrumental in
awakening responsive thoughts in their minds. I have
attended a vast number of spiritual births, but I have failed
to find any evidence which to me would be conclusive of a
spirit once passing away from the earth coming back again
and being reborn in the form of a babe.’

Replying to another question, the speaker said that the
spirit world offered all the conditions necessary for the edu-
cation of those who passed from this life. There was a
spiritual side to this world and although spirits were said to
come back, it might be that they did not really go away,
that was to say, they were earth-bound, not having outgrown
the earth condition.

The proceedings closed with some remarks by the Presi-
dent expressive ot the pleasure and appreciation with which
the meeting had listened to the clear and able replies of the
control, to whom and to Mrs. Wallis he conveyed the thanks
of the meeting.

‘ LicHT’ SUSTENTATION FUND.—The following additional
contributions are gratefully acknowledged :—Hon. Mrs.
Forbes, £1 1s.; Miss Spencer, £1 1s.; Ernest Bertram,
£1 1s. Remittances should be sent to the Treasurer, Mr. H.
Withall, Gravel-lane, Southwark, London, S.E.
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THE TRUE ORIGIN OF SO-CALLED SPIRIT
COMMUNICATIONS.

Under the above title appears a long article in the
¢ Uebersinnliche Welt,” for January, contributed by Dr.
Nagel. It is a translation from the French of M. Flournoy
in the ‘Annales des Sciences Psychiques, with some
additional remarks by Dr. Nagel ; and—it is almost super-
fluous to say—is an attempt to prove that so-called spirit
communications are due to animism—that is, to the anima
or subliminal self of the medium, and not to spirits of the
departed.

In support of this theory, M. Flournoy adduces two in-
stances of automatic writing which have come recently under
his notice, and which, he says, ‘may be described as typical
and serve for a sample of many others” He says in another
place, too, that * truly typical instances of examples of com-
munications proved to be animistic in their origin are rarely
to be found in literature ; and, therefore, the following in-
stances are especially valuable, as they prove the purely
animistic origin of the communications so clearly and
unmistakably that the influence of the medium by any other
agent cannot even be imagined.’

I will describe these two cases as far as possible, con-
sistent with brevity, in Mr. Flournoy’s own words ; and of
the justice of his deductions readers can form their own
judgment. The italics are mine.

Number one is as follows : Frau Z., of Geneva, is a very
intellectual and highly-cultured woman, sixty-three years
of age. In 1881 she had the opportunity of becoming
acquainted with Spiritism, and read the works of Allan
Kardec, Gibier, and others. For a month she took part in a
circle with a table, but without any satisfactory results.
She then experimented with automatic writing, and after a
week (on April 21st) got the names of deceased friends and
relations, with philosophic and religious messages.

On April 24th, after she had received a number of such
communications, her pencil suddenly wrote the name of a
certain R., a young Frenchman of her acquaintance who had
shortly before entered a religious order in Italy, and of
whom she had in no wise been thinking. She was much
agitated, as she had no idea he was dead ; but her hand
continued writing, and the communication is here given at
full length. Briefly, it was to the effect that R. had died at
eleven o'clock the evening before. The causes and cir-
cumstances attending his departure are then narrated,
his happy reception by friends and relations in the
spirit world, and the wish he felt (now gratified)
to communicate with those left behind. For nearly
a week these messages from R. continued to arrive;
but on April 30th a letter came from R. himself in the flesh !
Naturally Frau Z. was much shocked at this outrageous
deception, and, although still interested in Spiritism, never
since that day has she exercised her mediumistic powers or
taken any part in séances or experiments.

M. Flournoy here gives a long and detailed explanation
of the causes which, to his mind, abundantly prove the
animistic source of the messages—such as FrauZ.’s intimate
acquaintance with the young man, her knowledge of his
delicate state of health, and the concern she felt about
his religious convictions. ‘Against this view may,” he says,
‘on the other side be urged the hypothesis of “lying
spirits ” ; a convenient theory of Spiritists, to make even
the facts which are clearly ascertained to be false serve to
prove their spirit origin.’” He adds : ‘ In this instance Frau
Z. long held the opinion, whick she vs even now reluctant to
abandon, that an impostor from the other side really played
the sorry joke of personating the dead R.

I may here remark that such an experience as that
related of Frau Z.'s would, to experienced Spiritualists, and
to mediums who had, for many years—not for a few days or
weeks-—been in the habit of receiving messages from the
other side, have seemed highly suspicious. Spirits as arule,
however much they may desire to do so, are not able to com-
municate in any detail with their friends through a medium
for some considerable time—weeks or months—after their
departure from earth, especially those who, like R., are ‘very
happy, and presumably in a high sphere. Low, earthbound
spirits would have much more facility in stepping in, and
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every experienced Spiritualist knows how many dangers and
pitfalls beset the path of partially developed mediums,
especially when the power comes so suddenly and rapidly.

The second case is that of a man named Til, forty-eight
years of age, a teacher, and a healthy, good-hearted man,who
some months ago experimented with automatic writing, and
‘after some minor results, received one Sunday evening some
surprising and jesting answers to questions.” He was very
excited by this, and after going to bed he heard a sort of
inner voice, assuring him of friendship and sympathy, and
then suggesting that he could write with his finger without
using a pencil. This he found his finger did readily on the
wall, and the next day the ‘ obsession’ was so strong that on
his way to his school, the spirit kept on writing words and
sentences in the pocket of his overcoat. A Spiritist with
whom he was acquainted, and whom, in his trouble, he con-
sulted, advised him to exert his will power to rid himself of
this evil spirit ; but instead of following this good advice,
after his afternoon nap he took up his pencil and then
received a lying message about his son, who, he was told, had
stolen some cigarettes from his master and had, in conse-
quence, received his dismissal. Needless to say, on hastening
to the master, Herr X., he found there was no truth in the
story whatever, and in the meantime the spirit wrote—pre-
sumably with his finger—‘I have deceived you, do forgive
me !’ After this, Til did his best to get rid of this deceitful
spirit, and after a time succeeded, and got other messages of
a religious and moral tendency. These were first impressed
upon his brain by the inner voice, and then written by his
pencil, and he seems to think his own mentality may have
something to do with them ; but with regard to the lying
message about his son ‘ ke 7s still convinced that for a time he
was the victim of am evil spurit.

M. Flournoy then proceeds to show, by various reason-
ings, how it is impossible that any but the animistic theory
could account for these messages. I do not believe, however,
that any medium of experience would endorse this theory.
Theoretic arguments and hypotheses, however plausible they
may be, are not to be compared with practical experience,
and one little rap or one sentence written by spirit power
in the seclusion of the medium’s own chamber brings with
it more conviction of the action being due to the influence of
disembodied spirits than the most wonderful manifestations
with a public medium at a séance where many are present.

1 have never known these animists to attempt to account
for the fact that the psyche or subliminal self of mediums—
and I suppose of everyone else—is, without exception, 0
mendacious, and possessed of such wonderful histrionic
talent that not only—according to them—does it assumea
variety of characters, but personates them to the life, even
when it has never either seen or heard of them, supposing
someone present has had some acquaintance with them.
This fact—if fact it be—seems to me to be in favour of the
spiritistic hypothesis of the origin of spirit messages ; for
assuming that the soul or psyche continues to exist in
another state of being after the death of the body, where, as
we are always told, deception is impossible, how wretched it
must be, truly like a fish out of water! and how delighted
it would be to find it was able to manifest through some
medium and to re-enact its old role of ¢ The Liar.

At the end of M. Flournoy’s paper, Dr. Nagel adds
several pages on his own account, of which the gist may be
guessed by this sentence : ‘Only those mentally blind can
deny the purely animistic origin of the communications o
the cases of Frau Z. and Herr Til’ He makes some very
uncomplimentary remarks about us silly and credulous
Spiritists, and then proceeds to deplore—almost pathetically
—that private circles and mediums will not follow the
example of the worthy Frau Z.and Herr Til, and recount
their experiences to scientific experts,* in order that the latter
may analyse them and deliver judgment upon them. Just
fancy experiences so sacred and private that we hesitate ©0
confide them to our most intimate friends, being e.\’pos‘{d
to the scalpel of these moral vivisectors; and simply—as ¢
would turn out—for the purpose of confirming them in their
preconceived theories ; for

‘A man convinced against his will
Is of the same opinion still.’

*The actual term used is ‘ official science.
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After having—as he thinks—utterly demolished our
cherished delusions, what does he offer us? He says: ‘So
perhaps, though what the spirit manifestations above all
aim at proving, namely, the soul’s immortality and the
possibility of intercourse between those who have passed
over to the other side and mortals, may never be accom-
plished, it is quite possible and likely that we may attain
a better knowledge of our own and true* psyche, and
thereby may see a greater probability of its survival after
the death of our earthly body.’

Surely a most ‘lame and impotent conclusion.” It can be
scarcely worth while going through so much to arrive at so
little !

It may be presumption on my part, but I cannot but
think it is just possible that those for whom the veil has
been lifted, though but a little—I mean, of course, experi-
enced mediums—are more likely to form acorrect judgment
of the source from which so-called spirit messages come than
‘scientific experts,” however clever (in their own estimation)
these gentlemen may be in the art of sifting evidence. A
most remarkable account of the modus operandi used by our
invisible guides in producing ‘spirit’ writing is given in a
posthumous ‘Spirit Teaching,” through the mediumship of
W. Stainton Moses (‘ M.A., Oxon.’), published in ‘ LicaT, of
November 25th, 1899. M. Stainton Moses was perhaps the
most wonderful writing medium who has existed since the
days of the old Hebrew prophets. He here describes a
séance at which, sitting at his table with pen in his
hand, he was entranced by his spirit guides and while
a long message—here given—was written by his pen, his
spirit was separated from his body and he could see
from a short distance the hand as he wrote. Several of
his spirit guides were in the room with him, and he—that
is, his spirit body—was dressed, like them, in spirit garments.
He was directed to watch the process of the writing, and
writes : ‘Rector was writing, and it was not done, as I had
imagined, by guiding my hand or impressing my mind, but
was done by directing on to the pen a ray which looked
like blue light.” I refer those whom the subject may inter-
est to the article itself ; I will only add that no one who
had the honour of being acquainted with Mr. Stainton
Moses could for a moment doubt the extreme accuracy of
his description. I will conclude in his own words: ‘1 am
perfectly certain as to what occurred, and reported it simply
and without exaggeration. I may have omitted facts; I
have added or altered none.’

Lo M.

A SUSPENSION OF JUDGMENT.

The ¢ Westminster Gazette,” in some remarks on Professor
Hyslop and Mus. Piper, says : ‘The case of Mrs. Piper, the
trance medium, is causing tresh interest at this moment in
New York by the lectures of DProfessor Hyslop. The
Professor, who has been investigating the case for twelve
years, has now come to the conclusion that the messages that
the medium gives him are communications from another
world. He declares that Mrs. Piper has no means of know-
ing the details of his own family history which she gives in
her trances. They must, therefore, be communicated to her
by some supernatural agency, orelse she gleans the informa-
tion by some process of thought-reading unknown to us at
E:;esent. The Professor dismisses the last hypothesis and

1dly declares for the supernatural explanation. We shall
await further developments with interest, while suspending
our own judgment.’

¢ “TAkING CoLp” AND KiNprED ILis.- -Dr. Alexander
Wilder, writing under the above heading in ‘The New
Cyecle’ (which, by the way, is the new name of the ¢ Meta-
B ysical Magazine’), says: ‘The best sanitation consists in
aving a aim in life, a hopeful disposition, a purpose to
make the best of affairs, and a predilection for being cheerful
and contented. We insist, in short, that the origin of colds,
with their sequences, is in the nervous system, and that the
healthful condition of the nervous system is more from
mental and moral causes than from external agencies.’
* Low spirits and hopelessness always impair vitality ; we
may say more bluntly, they kill.’ ‘The best preven-
tative is a cheerful mind, firm conviction, and purpose
inspired b principle. Firm resolve alone often drives away
disease. It is one's salvation to refuse to be worried.

* ¢ Untruthful’ would be vhe better word. ;
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PHENOMENA WITH A RUSSIAN MEDIUM.

( Continued from page 82.)

A later number of ¢ Annales des Sciences Psychiques’ con-
tains a further discussion of the phenomena with the Russian
medium, Sambor. The writer spares no pains in making
his study of the phenomena complete and, as far as possible,
evidential. He states impartially all circumstances, both for
and against the reality of the phenomena. Anything
which might suggest suspicion is freely communicated. M.
Petrovo-Solovovo seems to have been greatly impressed by
the evidence he had of the passing of matter through matter
He gives useful advice at the close of his article to anyone
who may desire to hold séances with this medium and to
investigate the phenomena. M. Petrovo-Solovovo evidently
occupies the position, so valuable for scientific investigation
of an open-minded, sympathetic observer, who recognises
thoroughly the meaning of the word evidence, and the
importance of detail in laying this evidence before others.
The passage in which he discusses the passing of matter
through matter opens thus :—

‘I have now reached the most striking class of the
phenomena witnessed with Sambor, that which, in my
opinion, is most calculated to produce conviction. Itis the
most striking, because nothing can be more impressive to the
mind than such facts as tend to the belief that the action of
one of the most immutable of Nature’s laws, the impene-
trability of matter, can be suspended ; it is also the most
convinecing because this particular piwnomenon has been
several times produced with Sambor in conditions which, if
they do not absolutely eliminate all possibility of error,
render it improbable to a degree almost amounting to
absolute certainty.’

Concerning materialisations, M. Petrovo-Solovovo says :
‘Certain observations made with Sambor constitute, in my
opinion, the best “ beginning of proof” (I find no better term
to employ) which exists of the reality of materialisations.’
He concludes his article as follows :—

‘I do not know whether these pages will be read by the
medium ; if they are, I should greatly regret it if he should
take offence at anything I have said in relation to the
doubtful or suspicious aspect of certain experiences. He will
I am sure, understand that it would not be right for me, and
I can have no desire, to present to my readers only one side
of the question. And llle will remember that light need
never be feared, and that these phenomena, if true, can only
gain by being impartially discussed. He will, I hope, the
more readily appreciate the justice of these remarks, because
he can have no doubt either of the interest which 1 have in
him or of the very warm sympathy which I feel for him-—a
sympathy which Yms but increased during the last few ycars,
and which neither my suspicions nor my scepticism can
alter ; and I hope he will allow me to conclude by telling
him how grateful [ am to him that, for me also, he has set the
door ajar which opens into that which is, perchance, the
Infinite.

We have sclected this paragraph for quotation, out of the
sixty or seventy pages occupied by this article, because it
indicates the admirable spirit in which the experiments have
been pursued. It can hardly be too emphatically stated
that accurate observation, restrained judgment, and critical
acumen, with sympathetic consideration for the individu-
ality of the medium and appreciation of the services which
the use of mediumship renders, are precisely the combina-
tion of qualitics most requisite for investigators and most
likely to obtain results of real value. The sympathy and
appreciation have, perhaps, been sometimes too little
emphasised. ILA.D.

‘LIGHT.

As an inducement to new and casual readers to hecome
subscribers, we will supply ‘Licur’ for thirteen weeks
post free, for 2s., as a “trial > subscription, fecling assured
that at the termination of that period they will feel that
‘they cannot do without it,” and will then subseribe at the
usual rates. May we at the same time suggest to thosc of
our regular readers who have friends to whom they would
like to introduce the paper, that they should avail them-
selves of this offer, and forward to us the names and
addresses of such friends, upon receipt of which, together
with the requisite postal order, we shall be pleased to
forward ‘L1GHT’ to them by post, as stated above ?
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GROWING A SOUL.

¢ The Christian World Pulpit’ is not a very enlightening
publication, but a discourse, in a number ‘just sent to us,
emits a genuine ray of light. Itis by a minister in Lenox,
Mass., U.S.A., the Rev. F. Lynch, B.A.,, on the subject,
‘The growing of a soul.” Almost an ideal sermon. The
preacher has thoroughly mastered the central idea of
evolution, and very properly puts the development of the
body, the growth of mind, ethics and spiritual unfolding,
on the same plane, as subject to Law. We propose to
follow this enlightened preacher, in an exposition which,
though occasionally taking on our emphasis and not his,
and probably our bias rather than his, will nevertheless
present, we hope, the outlines of a scientific and thoroughly
workable spiritual Religion, as contrasted with a mere
dogmatic faith: and it is here that Spiritualists have a
most serious work to do,—to demonstrate spirituality as
well as to prove that there are spirits ; and to light up the
way for struggling and advancing Man.

In days gone by, it was believed,—in fact, the Bible
taught,—that the physical body was created at once and
perfect, and that, by magic or miracle, the breath of life
was breathed into it. But we now know better. The
human body is the descendant of other bodies, of a lower
order. It was not created de movo: it was evolved, and
its poor relations were the ancient aristocracy. Moreover,
all that has arrived, to tenant it, has also arrived from
within. “The force that fashioned this final form was a
resident force in the first germ of life. It was life seeking
expression, and it fashioned this body gradually to its uses.’
It is here that we leave room,—all the room, in fact,—for
God: but, instead of shutting God up to a garden and a
bit of magic, we see Him at work throughout the universe,
through all the ages, and in the outworking of Natural
Law.

What we call ‘mind’ is comprehensible in the same
way. It is the gradually evolved flower on this mighty
human tree. It is not a gift but a growth. It can be
helped, not imparted. It is the unfolding of the enfolded
possibilities of Man: and, if anyone likes to put it so, it is
the gift of God, aimed at and provided for from the first,
just as conscience is, or the power of will, or the conscious
sense of self-dependence, or the still more advanced sense
of dependence upon the all upbearing, all enfolding Life.

That last thought brings us to Soul-growth, which
again must be contemplated as amenable to Law, and as
much the product of evolutionary processes as the develop-
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ment of the body or the unfolding of mind. ¢The spiritual
life, the religious life, is a development from within, rather
than something added from without.” And yet, here again,
ample room is left for God. Nothing in Nature is
unrelated, uncaused ; and everything seems to be rooted in
or dependent upon the subtile unseen powers, even the
fresh grasses and flowers, the new leaves and buds, as well
as the longings and aspirations of the spirit. ‘All life
expanding by resident forces must yet he fed from outer
fountains.” So the spirit, though naturally born in the
earthly tent, and nourished or sheltered there for earthly
uses, may yet be rightly regarded as divinely led, nurtured
and inspired.

It follows, then, that the normal man, the intended,
the ideal, man, is not a mere beast, though he may bhegin
as low down as we care to imagine. He has a destiny,
though he is beset with survivals ; and his great warfare is
the warfare against these very survivals,—right at one
time but wrong at another. Hence his never ceasing
travails of penitence and shame, his ‘groanings that cannot
be uttered,’” his longing for ‘a saviour,” his search for the
Holy Grail.

We are apt to excuse certain lower types of conduct, on
the plea that they are ‘natural.’ But there lurks a very
nest of fallacies in this word. What is natural at one stag
is unnatural or even criminal at another. We must ot
look back for the natural, but forward ; not to the origin
but the destiny. Hence the true ‘natural’ is the ideal,
the ultimate.

Here is the point at which we can hope to answer the
question, ‘ What then is Religion?’ That answer is
absolutely our own. Religion is soul-growth, in harmony
with the laws of its ultimate life. It is ‘the fulfilment of
the native virtues along the lines of their truest natures’
It is ‘to expand love along high lines and in noble ways
until it shall merge into the perfect divine.’” So that the
truly human has for its ideal the becoming the truly
divine. ‘He that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and
God in him:’ and he who so dwells in God is, in the
highest sense of the word, ‘religious.” Religion, then, is
that which marks a higher stage in man’s evolution. It s
not something which is brought in, like a picture or a
flower ; it is a larger growth, a richer development, the
attainment of a higher grade of natural life: so that we
may correctly say, It is natural to man to be religious.

We do not wish to ‘boast beyond measure,” but we
cannot help saying that this, which is the latest and purest
discovery of scientific religion, belongs to the very essence
of our Spiritualism,which, above all things, takes cognisance
of the one great reality,—the soul. It is there we must
find our gospel, our faith, our hope. Not what we think
what we believe, what we say, is the great matter, but
what we are:—not at what shrine we adore, but to what
grade of life the spirit-self has reached.

On looking back at what has been written, we feel Wwe
ought to almost apologise to Mr. Lynch for professing to
set forth his message. We find we have gone far afield,
but we willingly return to him, and will in some measure
atone for our desertion by making his concluding words
our own :—

It all comes to this, and this is the great lesson for us
all ; that if the religious life is something springing from
within, the great task and end of life is soul-culture,
character-growing. The man who has not achieved a well-
rounded life, a life of virtue and religious power, has not
fulfilled his destiny, that is all. But that is the worse hell
know ; to be meant for physical beauty, and by accident
turn out to be a dwarf, is sad and pitiable. To be meant for
spiritual beauty, and by neglect turn out soul-less, is not
on]y sad, but execrable. 5

This, then, is life. (God puts us here a child, and %ﬂ)’-"f

Render back to Me a perfect man. God gives us a bit 0
mind-stuff, and says, Render back to Me a resourceful, well





















